


Rain played a crucial role in yesterday’s practice, as changeable weather made the track 
as slippery as a hockey-rink. It wasn’t the only water hazard around, as Kimi Räikkönen 
discovered on the way here, while elsewhere find out who shares Anthony Hamilton’s crash 
habit and also the strangest demands made by F1 drivers during GP week...



After a tough race in Monaco, Kimi just 
wanted to get away from it all. While 
Lewis Hamilton and Adrian Sutil were in 
LA partying with the Pussycat Dolls, 
Kimi opted for the simple life and 
headed to Hamina, on the east coast of 
Finland, to stay at a friend’s cottage. That 
said, you can be at one with nature and 
still bring your mega-toys along too. So 
Kimi rang the skipper of his brand new 
€3.5 million yacht, and gave him the 
coordinates for his mate’s house. That’s 
when a bad week got a whole lot worse. 
Kimi stared in horror from the beach as 
the skipper misjudged mooring along the 
quayside, ramming the 72ft Sunseeker 
onto the rocks. It’s often difficult to judge 
Kimi’s mood, but we gather that his 
expression hinted at some displeasure.

Montreal’s famous Queue de Cheval 
restaurant played host to Toyota’s annual 
dinner for the British media on Thursday, 
where the press corps was treated to a 20 
ounce French-cut rib-eye steak. But, 
tasty though it was, a number of diners 
nearly spat out their food when John 
Howett revealed his penchant for B-road 
hooliganism. When asked what his 
favourite car is, we expected the 
company man to wax lyrical about the 
Lexus LS460. “No, it’s got to be a 
Ferrari,” said the candid Howett. “I’ve 
got a very early 355. But I just don’t drive 
it enough, and that’s a bit dangerous 
because you forget how it can bite you. 
I’ve had it pulled out of ditches twice 
now.” He’ll have some stories to share 
with Anthony Hamilton then.

You may recall that recently a fire 
engulfed Mika Hakkinen’s home in 
Provence, southern France. He has now 
confirmed that all the precious trophies 
were burnt to a cinder. “They were 

destroyed,” Mika told German 
newspaper, Express. Investigators have 
now established that the fire was 
accidental, caused by faulty wiring in the 
double world champion’s trophy cabinet. 
A fine example of being a victim of one’s 
own success. But as Hakkinen drove for 
McLaren he gave his prizes to the team, 
and so the trophies were replicas anyway. 
We’re pretty sure the silversmiths of 
Woking will be able to  knock up another 
complete set for him.

Look up the English expression 
“gardening leave” in the F1 dictionary 
and you’ll find it defined as the period of 
time an engineer spends at home after 
leaving one team before he can join 
another. But despite the horticultural 
reference there’s usually no gardening 
involved – until now that is. Williams 
have come to the aid of sacked technical 
directors with its own lawnmower. 
Manufactured by Countax Ltd, the 
mower’s cutting device probably owes a 
bit to the Brabham fan car, and the 16hp 
engine is more Jordan’s ’92 Yamaha than 
cutting-edge Toyota, but the blue and 
white paint job is all Williams. It was 
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Alessandra is going to be so happy. 

She’s been dropping not-so-subtle 

hints that I should buy a property 

in a glamorous tax haven, so 

I’ve secretly spent the last week 

looking at property on the Isle of 

Man. It’s fabulous – great racing 

heritage, very quiet, no media 

intrusion… I think this could be 

the making of us as a couple. 

Alessandra is bombarding me 
with questions about the new 
home. “Does it overlook the 
track?” she asked. “Of course,”  
I replied, being very cool, though 
actually I was impressed – I didn’t 
know she’d even heard of the TT. 
She explained how her schedule 
conflicts with the boring races but 
luckily she will be able to show up 
at the truly great venues – so  
I wasn’t expecting to see her until 
Silverstone, but she appeared 
by my side as I walked past the 
cameras outside the Fashion 
TV party. She vanished as soon 
as we got inside. Is it fair that 
I have a girlfriend who always 
disappears before bedtime? I’m 
beginning to think she might turn 
into a pumpkin at midnight…

There was a gala dinner this 
evening, hosted by a man called 
Grimaldi Forum. I don’t like 
these things – every time I go 
somewhere wearing a dinner 
jacket, people assume I’m a waiter. 
It’s so embarrassing that I’ve taken 
to wandering around with a tray 

of champagne. Now, I’ve heard 
people are spreading rumours 
that I’ve got a drink problem. 
Sartre once said that “Hell is  
other people”. I used to think that 

was because everybody he 
met was French – 

now I’m starting 
to understand.

I’ve been asked to write a few words 
about the race. Obviously, this place 
is incredibly boring for someone  
of my talent, being so slow and 
offering no overtaking. Derek,  
the head of communications, 
suggested it might be a good idea  
if he softened the language slightly. 
The issued press release said, “Wow,  
I love driving at Monaco!” He’s also  
editing my autobiography.  
I’m a bit worried.

My one consolation  
in this miserable 
season is that Oscar is 
having an even worse start 

to his career. Rumour says 

he’s personally responsible 

for the global shortage of 

carbon-fibre, and judging by 

today, I can believe it. The 

kindest thing anyone’s said 

about him is that he couldn’t 

drive a soapy stick up a dead  

dog’s bottom – and that  
was his grandmother.  
It also means whenever  

I pop back in to see the old 

team, they’re actually pleased 

to see me. I had dinner with 

Elise. She’s really great, and 

now that I’m not rendered 

entirely speechless by the 

thought of her knees, we get 

along really well and I can  

talk to her for hours. 

Interesting race today – because 
of the rain, everyone was slow 
and twitchy. I was able to take 
advantage of that – my car has 
been slow and twitchy all season, 
so it didn’t particularly make 
any difference. With six laps to 
go I thought I might score some 
points – until I was used for target 
practice again. The mechanics 
were all in tears when I limped 
back to the pits. Kevin kept saying, 
“The bonus, the bonus… think 
about what could have been.” He’s 
right – I’ll be remembered as  
a hero, and that truly is a bonus. 
I must thank him for helping 
me to gain some perspective.

unveiled yesterday at the prestigious 
Chelsea Flower Show in London, priced 
at £5245. Now all we need is a Honda 
equivalent, and we’ve got a race.

While it’s a well known fact that touring 
musicians invade hotels with long lists of 
crazy demands – Mariah Carey once 
reputedly asked for a red carpet to be 
rolled out to greet her when she arrived 
at a London hotel – F1 drivers are not 
renowned for being precious. Some 
mineral water, pasta and a Playstation 
will normally do it. According to 
Montreal’s concierges however, even F1 
drivers do occasionally ask for the 
impossible. Speaking to the Montreal 
Gazette this week, Hugo Legrand, 
concierge at the Sofitel Hotel on 
Sherbrooke Street, admitted that the 
strangest request came from a driver 
who wanted to be taken to a western 
rodeo. “We found him a private plane, 
flew him to Calgary, put him up in a 
hotel, he saw a rodeo and flew back,” 
Legrand said. He wouldn’t divulge the 
name of the said driver but one can only 
speculate as to which massive fan of 
western clothing it might have been.
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onsidering that we inhabit that most 
irreligious of sports, it’s not often that  
I would choose to draw a reference from 

a religious text. Yet when trawling through recent 
Formula One news, Ecclesiastes’ statement that 
“there is nothing new under the sun” springs 
readily to mind. Of course, it would be more apt 
if the weather wasn’t once again playing tricks 
(leading to the feeling that Montreal in June has 
magically morphed into the Nürburgring in mid-
April) but the premise that what goes around 
comes around still holds. 

We’re embroiled in political 
in-fighting, enmeshed in the 
usual summer driver-swapping 
speculation and, finally, we’re 
retreading the old ground of 
whether a US GP is viable. 

The short answer is: yes. If 
He Who Must Be Obeyed is 
willing, then staging the race 
on a polar ice cap is viable; it’s 
just a case of whether there’s a 
deal to be done. So far Bernie 
has been coy on the subject, 
saying he’s looking east rather 
than west and that the US is 
not fundamental, but that 
smacks of a classic ‘you need us 
more than we need you’ bargaining chip. 
That’s a bit of a stretch, as the event was never a 
cash cow for Indianapolis, but it did help cement 
the circuit’s claim to be the world’s premier 
motorsport venue (the Indy 500, NASCAR, F1) 
and bring the city an influx of cash-rich 
Europeans each summer. 

That should be incentive enough, but if  
any more were needed, how about this for  
a sweetener. There’s the very real prospect of  

a couple of European races disappearing off the 
calendar: France and Germany. Silverstone, too, 
could go. Abu Dhabi and India will fill a couple 
of slots but that still leaves just 17 or 18 races on 
the schedule – far from the 20 F1 envisages. 

In that case if the US GP is to be re-explored 
then why not factor in a Mexican race, and stage 
an end-of-season, prime-time European TV 
triple-header from Indy through to Mexico, 
ending in Brazil in early November?

If there’s a will to stage a US race then clearly 
there is also a will in Mexico.  
In February, the FIA’s Vice 
President for Sport, Mexican 
José Abed, hinted about a 
possible GP in Mexico in 2010 
to mark the bicentenary of the 
Mexican War of Independence 
and the centenary of the 
Mexican Revolution. Abed 
said it would be staged in 
Mexico City, Puebla or the 
beach resort of Cancún.

Cancún offers the ideal F1 
playground. It has a good 
airport, hundreds of hotels and 
would afford F1 the chance to 
draft in the hordes of Mexican 

drivers that populate US open-
wheel racing. It is also backed by Carlos Slim, 

the world’s third richest man and owner of 
telecomms companies throughout South 
America, just the kind of sponsor F1 adores. 

Yes, there was an attempt a few years ago to 
get a race off the ground there, but if the local 
government can be persuaded of the value of 
the endeavour, then a late-October Cancún race 
(after the hurricane season) makes sense as part 
of a season-ending TV spectacular.

If F1 can conquer Asia, why not America, too? 
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Paddock life is tough, so it’s good 
to take a little break from work.
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ico Rosberg’s impressive new 
home page promises to take us  
on a ‘personal voyage’ with the 
Williams man and, as you’ll see  
at first click, it’s a lifestyle-rich 

creation, filled with lush, moody, half-lit images 
and the honeyed tones of our hero. It promises 
to make Nico’s teenage fans swoon, but it says 
little about racing. Why is this, Nico?
“I wanted to do this to show anyone who’s 
interested in me a different direction and a 
different side of my personality. We thought  
a lot about how to do this before starting the 
website, and I’m really happy with the result so 
far. It’s not the finished product – as you’ll see 
over the coming months, there is a lot more to 
come. If people want to see my results, they can 
go to crash.net or williamsf1.com, so why repeat 
that? We wanted to show a little bit more.”

You’re pictured with a big friendly dog on  
your site. Is it yours?
“[Pauses] Er… sort of. Well, let’s say yes. It’s  
a family dog. My parents have a country home  
in Provence and this is one of theirs. He’s  
called Coco… I think!”

We noticed there’s a very heavy, vintage- 
looking leather punchbag on your site, too.  
But you’re not beating it up or anything. 
What’s that all about?
“There’s a leather football on there too, if you 
have a look. You can see me holding it. It takes 
the site more in a lifestyle direction, I think, 
because that’s a part of me too, and I really  
enjoy it. It’s been fun trying to find something  
a little bit new. It shows some of my interest  
in clothes and style, for example, which you 
probably don’t get to see anywhere else.”

‘Respect’ is a word you’ve chosen  
to feature heavily…
“The purpose is to give a bit of myself to 
spectators who, so far, know nothing more  
about me than what I do in a car. I wanted to  
try to show some of the things that I believe  
in and things that I’ve been brought up with. 
When you start talking about things you believe 
in, they are always big words, but I try to keep  
them in mind. For example, I try to be modest  
in Formula One. I always try to keep that in 
mind and I think I have managed quite well.”

‘Honesty’ is another one…
I think that’s partly from my Finnish heritage. 
It’s a big word again, and no one is ever going  
to be 100 per cent honest, but it’s one I really 
hope to keep to in general, particularly with 
things I care about.” ➜

We’ve all done it – ‘Googling’ ourselves to check how many 
hits the search engine produces. But what happens when 

you’re Nico Rosberg and Google comes back with 1,180,000 
matches? The Red Bulletin asked him to look over a few of his 

favourite sites, starting with… www.nicorosberg.com
By Anthony Rowlinson
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You talk about playing chess and football as 
things you do to relax. What’s your favourite 
opening chess strategy?
“Ah, yes, well, I think online poker has taken 
over a bit from both of these! It’s a new thing  
for me and I’m finding it unbelievably addictive.  
I could go to the casino instead, but there you 
have a €500 buy-in or whatever, and that’s  
a lot of money when you’re still learning how  
to play. I like playing online, because you can  
still play for money, which makes it feel more 
important and gives the game an edge. It doesn’t 
have to be a lot, but playing for cash makes  
a difference. I’ve been into it for a few weeks 
now and I reckon I’m about even. I lost quite  
a bit to start with, maybe two or three hundred 
euros, but now I’m probably about €80 up or 
something like that.

“It’s taught me a lot of patience, actually. 
Initially, I would put in, say, an extra €40 just to 
see what the other guy’s got, even when I had  
a weak hand. But playing more has taught me 
when to wait, and also when to give in. That’s  
a hard thing to learn! It’s also taught me not to 
abuse your winning streak. Quit while you’re 
ahead – that sort of thing. It’s nice to learn a  
new thing, and I’m competitive, so when I do 
something I want to do it really well.”

So who got you addicted to this potentially 
ruinous game of financial risk?
“A lot of drivers are doing it, you know – for 
example, Fernando [Alonso], Robert [Kubica]… 
It’s definitely addictive and challenging, and as 
long as you don’t spend your life’s earnings on it, 
it’s OK. But I’m not sure if it’s a good thing for 
me to do on a race weekend, actually, because 
it’s very intense. It takes quite a lot of nervous 
energy, because I get really keyed up by it. It’s 
actually pretty physical… But back to your 
original question, who got me into it… it’s 
actually one of my old friends who got hooked 

during his gap year. He started making $1,000  
a month and is now basically a full-time 
professional poker player!”

We’ve found a couple of other websites 
dedicated to you, apart from your own. Have 
you come across www.nicorosbergfanclub.com 
when you’ve been on the Internet?
“Ah yes – I even know the girl who does this. 
She’s Dutch, and she has been following me 
since my F3 days.”

She’s made up a quiz about you…
“Yes, I know. I should do it. I could win,  
couldn’t I!?”

So, what about the question where she asks 
about the nickname you had at ART in GP2? 
“Yeah – ‘The Grandmother’! I don’t really  
know what that was about, to be honest. I think 
it was when I was going well and getting a few 
poles, they said I should drive more like a granny 
or something [ie slow down a bit]. I didn’t really 
understand it then and I don’t now!”

She asks, too, about your favourite TV show…
“Yep, she’s right. It’s TV Total, which goes out  
on [German TV channel] Pro 7. The presenter’s  

a German guy called Stefan Raab, and he’s very 
sharp, very funny and has some really good 
guests. They show some great, crazy clips from 
other TV shows. It’s quite satirical.”

OK, another site… There’s a girl on  
www.bebo.com who describes herself as  
‘Mrs Rosberg’.
“That’s very weird. I don’t really know what  
to say. I’ll tell you what I have seen, though – 
there’s some really nice stuff on YouTube. 
There’s a whole mini-movie someone’s made 
from my F1 races, edited to Shut up and Drive, 
and it’s really nice and professional. I’m amazed 
and quite flattered that someone I’ll probably  
never know puts so much time and effort into 
something like this.” [Search YouTube under 
‘Rosberg + Shut Up and Drive’ if you want  
a look.] There’s another one, too, dedicated to 
my girlfriend, Vivian. [Search Vivian + Rosberg 
to find ‘La novia de Nico Rosberg’.] It’s amazing 
– full of personal pictures of me and her that I’ve 
never even seen! They’re not my photos, so  
I don’t know how they ended up on YouTube.”

So how does this kind of attention make you 
feel? In your third F1 season, have you just 
become completely used to all the interest  
in you and the fans?
“Not really, no. It still feels a bit strange, and  
I don’t know if it will ever become normal.”

Do you have a favourite website?
“Yes – www.fulltiltpoker.com!” 

And in general, do you like the web?
“You know, not really. I always have ideas  
about how much I could surf and things I should 
do with it, but then when I sit down at my laptop,  
I often find that I don’t know what to do. There’s 
just too much of it. I’m not a ‘surfer’. I guess  
I’m just not creative in that way.” A
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four consecutive laps around Silverstone. 
I had done that many times, but never more 
than four laps, so it was a big experience, 
suddenly having to do 81 laps of Aida. OK, 
so I was nervous, but I was fit enough to do 
it, my neck and everything were fine and it 
turned out to be no problem at all.

The McLaren team were trying very hard 
not to make me feel nervous about anything 
and to help me with what I would normally 
do. When I was standing on the grid, the team 
physio came up to me with a Big Mac – right 
on the grid! I had a bit of a reputation for not 
eating quite right. So that was kind of funny 
– it took the edge off everything, I have to say.

Despite everything, I had a decent race. 
I had a good battle with Rubens Barrichello, 
fighting for, I don’t know what position, maybe 
10th place. My recollection is that everyone in 

y first grand prix was the Pacific 
Grand Prix of 1995, at Aida, in 
Japan, in which I drove for the 

McLaren-Mercedes team. I was kind of thrown 
into it without having time to get properly 
prepared. Mika Häkkinen had appendicitis 
and I was a test driver for McLaren at the time. 
I was only told on the Sunday before the race 
that I was being entered. I did some pitstop 
practice and some starts on the Monday, and 
then left for Japan. Did I qualify 10th? I really 
don’t remember, but it was something like 
that [actually it was 12th]. 

The race was pretty good. It was at a time 
when McLaren were struggling a little bit 
on speed, but it was still one of the greatest 
experiences of my life, being right in the 
middle of everything. The longest I’d run in 
a Formula One car up until then had been 

front of me finished the race. Under normal 
circumstances, I should have been further up, 
but I was very happy with 10th. 

Oddly enough, my last grand prix, in 
Montreal in 1998, was my best. I was driving 
for Stewart on what was not a problem-free 
weekend. We were supposed to have a new 
evolution of the car with a longer wheelbase, 
but I ended up in the old version. Nevertheless, 
I scored my first and only point in F1 by coming 
sixth. It was great, getting a point; it really meant 
something. I was happy for about a day… until 
I got fired. And that was pretty much it.
[Postscript: Jan moved on to race in CART in the 
USA and the American Le Mans sportscar series 
and has been a member of the Corvette team 
since 2004. He has also driven a class-winning 
car at Le Mans in 2004, 2005 and 2006.] A
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The La Formula Una girls proved 
they weren’t afraid to get dirty as they 
whizzed around a local bike track.
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avid Coulthard is wearing 
a small, soft black leather 
Gucci ‘manbag’ across his 
lower back (definitely not 
the lower stomach in US 
‘fanny-pack’ style). Fair 

enough. He probably needs it to stop the usual 
clutter of phone, wallet, keys and cash ruining 
the line of his Dolce & Gabbana jeans, which 
are similarly expensive and Euro chic. The thing 
is that, discreet though it is, the bag couldn’t be 
more out of place in the Dover Speedway 
NASCAR paddock that DC is visiting. 
Think Karl Lagerfeld at a Sex Pistols gig. 

It’s all the evidence you need that Formula 
One and NASCAR – huge, motorised, techno 
circuses though they both are – will forever 
remain worlds apart. DC, always among the 
brightest of his clan, is instantly accurate with 
his first quiet observation, as he strides through 
the trucks (‘haulers’ in NASCAR-speak), tyres 
(skinny Goodyear slicks, not fat Bridgestone 
grooves) and open-walled garages (no team 
secrecy here) that make up the deliberately 
downhome NASCAR pit and paddock arena: 
“I was going to put my ‘wife-beater’ T-shirt on, 
but I’m not sure if it’s still a sport out here,” he 
says. Sharp. ➜

Big and brutish, NASCAR may be poles apart from the 
sophistication of F1, but like its counterpart, it’s the sport’s 
raw power that draws the fans. To get a feel for the action, 
Red Bull Racing’s David Coulthard travelled to North 
America to take in a race. Anthony Rowlinson went with him.
Photography Thomas Butler
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➜ His throwaway aside is more revealing 
than he may realise in an environment where,  
for example, three teams are unashamedly 
sponsored by the US military – army, air force 
and National Guard – and where the pre-race 
fly-past, common in F1, is performed not by the 
state airline, or by stunt planes, but by a variety 
of fighter-bombers or troop transporters. Bass 
Pro Shops, popular with the huntin’, shootin’ and 
fishin’ community, is another prominent sponsor 
(although so, too, are familiar US comfort 
brands, such as Budweiser, Kellogg’s, and Home 
Depot). And before every race, including those 
that support the NASCAR Sprint Cup epics, the 
national anthem is sung, as the entire crowd – 
sometimes numbering 150,000 – and all 
NASCAR personnel stand to attention, bow 
heads, place hands on hearts and get ‘real 
emotional’ for 30 seconds or so, until on cue, the 
jet-powered fly-past breaks the tension, just as 
the strains of The Star-Spangled Banner fade.

Cliché and stereotype walk unavoidably 
through the NASCAR experience, bumping into 
you – sometimes literally, when they are the 
disturbingly common 20-stone US giants who 
can’t get out of their own way. This ‘size thing’ is 
the most immediate cultural difference for any 
F1 regular visiting NASCAR – getting used to 
Stateside dimensions takes a degree of sensory 
recalibration. F1’s obsession with ascetic 
minimalism, and purity of form and function, is 
blasted aside here in a bellow of V8 thunder and 
with a day-glo colour palette that make no 
pretence about their simple, visceral attraction. 
In every way, NASCAR has animal appeal – it’s 
a great big slobbery hound, aiming to please, 
compared with the sophisticated F1 feline that 
will love you only on its own terms.

This is by no means a bad thing. The warmth 
of a NASCAR ‘hello’ is wondrous for those 

hardened to the culture of hostility and suspicion 
endemic in F1 until, after several seasons, 
grudging (though lasting) acceptance to the club 
is granted. All are welcome here, as Coulthard 
notes during a mutually respectful Q&A with 
the US media on race morning. Answering a 
question about whether or not F1 has a tendency 
to look down on its transatlantic cousin, he says:  
“I don’t think that has ever been the case, no. If 
we have ever poked fun, it’s that the physical 
side of NASCAR offers a bigger range of ages 
and shapes the chance to compete.” Kissinger-
like diplomacy, sure to earn admirers.

One such is racegoer Steve Hass, who is 
convinced that the presence of a top F1 driver 
like Coulthard, were he ever to switch codes, 
could only add to NASCAR’s lustre: “It would 
be awesome if he came here,” says Hass, who, 
like many fans, is revelling in the raceday pitlane 
access afforded him with the purchase of the 
appropriate ticket. “I’ve been a fan of NASCAR 
and F1 since I was a kid, and I’m certainly not 
one of those who don’t want foreign or F1 
drivers here. Guys like Juan Pablo Montoya and 
Coulthard only add to the talent and expand the 
fanbase. When Montoya came in, suddenly there 
was this army of Latino and Hispanic fans who 
had never really looked at NASCAR before.” 

Brian Vickers, Red Bull Racing USA’s star 
driver, echoes the sentiment: “I would love to 
have DC here,” he says. “He’s someone who’d 
bring a lot of international colour. If he did ever 
consider it, I’d tell him to come on over and have 
some fun out on the racetrack.”

Such refreshing warmth and guileless 
enthusiasm help make the series’ bond with its 
fans touchingly close. Pay $600 and you’re inside 
your team’s garage on race morning. Blatant 
commercial exploitation of fan-lust, sure, but 
still the experience of a lifetime for diehard rev-

heads. Not, however, an idea that would likely 
sell well to, say, Ron Dennis or Giorgio Ascanelli.

Coulthard’s assessment is acute: “The 
NASCAR model succeeds because there’s so 
much fan access, and the raceday experience is 
crucial. The fans feel that they can relate to the 
cars, drivers and branding – it’s part of their 
everyday life. F1 is a bit more specialised. People 
cannot really relate to the technical side – there’s 
very little that would be on their road car, but 
that exclusivity is something that has also 
worked well for F1. It’s such an exclusive club 
that people become desperate to be a part of it. 
It’s a different approach – not necessarily better 
or worse, but certainly different.” 

If getting close to the action is the ‘NASCAR 
way’, so, too, is the ‘Hollywoodisation’ of the race 
scene, where drivers become lead actors, with 
race circuits their movie sets. No moments 
escape the camera – it’s even occasionally 
suggested that NASCAR’s powers-that-be run 
the show to a pretty tight script. And with 
Coulthard’s visit, life comes even closer to 
imitating art. Today, NASCAR is Hollywood 
movie Talladega Nights made real. Fans of that 
film will recall how effete French race ace  
Jean Girard (played by Sacha Baron Cohen) 
attempts to challenge established homegrown 
US star Ricky Bobby (Will Ferrell) for NASCAR 
supremacy. Central to the film’s premise is the 
gentle mocking of the culture clash between 
Girard’s deeply suspect Euro-sophistication and 
Bobby’s all-American value set. Girard would 
unquestionably have been comfortable wearing 
a manbag outside his race overalls, just as Bobby 
would have made sure he turned up for the 
Sunday paddock chapel meeting that precedes 
every race, and during which prayers are said for 
the sponsors, fans, safety and prolonged good 
(commercial) health of NASCAR. Yes, really. ➜
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Red Bull Racing’s Brian Vickers shows DC the ins and outs of his stockcar; a slighty different beast to  an F1 car.

Car crazy
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➜ It’s a moment not without resonance, 
therefore, when Coulthard, in order to sit  
for the first time in Vickers’ number 83 car, has 
to unbuckle the manbag to be comfortable as he 
slings his right leg through the left door window 
to slip through and in, just like Bo and Luke 
Duke once did in The Dukes Of Hazzard. You 
can almost sense the menacing one-tonne slab of 
900bhp, 210mph-plus racing machine thinking: 
“No way are you getting in here wearing that 
thing, boy.”

It’s odd to see Coulthard, synonymous for so 
long with the lithe, corset-tight cockpits of F1 
exotica, hemmed into the hefty, hard-edged 
brick that is a North American Stock Car. His 
shape and poise are at odds with the beefy 
dimensions of the machinery that surrounds him 
(the same could be said of regular driver Vickers, 
who’s as lean as any F1 driver). The more 
padded proportions of a Juan Pablo Montoya, 
now a veteran of 50 NASCAR races (and 
witheringly, though affectionately, dismissed  
as ‘Fat Boy’ by DC), are more in tune with the 
muscular form of NASCAR heavy metal.

Once inside, Coulthard prods and pokes, 
pushes and pulls, grips the wheel, flexes fingers 
and rolls his neck, but there’s no suggestion of 
‘start your engine’: DC’s man enough to admit 
the prospect of wrestling one of these brutish 
machines around an oval, having raced 
throughout his life in single-seaters, on road 
courses, is not one that greatly appeals: “I’d like 
to know what it feels like,” he says, “but I’d be 
nervous about it because it would be so alien. It 
was really strange having the steering wheel so 

close, and the pedals just hang above a big, solid 
floorpan. I suggested to Brian he should get 
heel-cups to help keep his feet in place. It was 
hot even when it wasn’t running and there’s so 
little visibility. I can’t imagine how these guys 
manage for spatial awareness. They must really 
have to rely on their spotters.”

Reservations aside, Coulthard’s inner fan is 
clearly getting as much out of sitting in this race 
beast as would anyone with a petrol-pump heart. 
But do this for a living? “I’ve never considered 
racing NASCAR,” DC says, “but not for any 
negative reasons. I’ve admired it for many years 
and followed it closely. But I believe that where  
I fit into the racing picture is as a single-seater 
racing driver. That’s what I grew up with and 
where my skills are. Doing NASCAR would  
be as much of a change as doing rallying. I’m 
absolutely sure that I’m not looking to move to 
America and do 38 races a year – even if there 
were an opportunity. I’m an F1 guy.”

An F1 guy, still, as DC has been since 1992 
(his first test for Benetton-Ford) and one who  
retains enough passion for his sport to turn up 
on a weekend off, just to get his fix of noise, fuel 
vapour and back-of-the-motorhome banter.

Coulthard is also a man who, endearingly,  
has retained his sense of humour. “You know,” 
he laughs, in a quiet aside, “Brian showed me 
these guys have a little pocket in the cockpit 
where they can keep a hat and their sunglasses.”

At a push, it would probably accommodate  
a Gucci manbag, too… A
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He may have left Formula One, but that move was by no 
means the end of the road for Red Bull’s Scott Speed. 

A
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elson Piquet had qualified over 
0.8s ahead of Alan Jones in 
Canada, but the Williams driver 
still worried the Brabham team. 

“We tried everything,” joked Piquet’s 
team boss Bernie Ecclestone. “We even 
filled Nelson’s car to the brim with oil 
and sent him out to spray the track –  
but Jones still got that fast lap in…”

Bernie was talking to a disconsolate 
Jody Scheckter, one race away from 
retirement. After 111 Grands Prix, the 
outgoing champion had failed to qualify 
for the first time ever. In late September, 
Ferrari’s and Renault’s Michelins just 
weren’t getting up to temperature, 
leaving Jean-Pierre Jabouille as their 
best qualifier on row seven. Team-mate 
René Arnoux was on the back row, 
Gilles Villeneuve just one row ahead.

Behind Villeneuve was New Zealander 
Mike Thackwell, 
making his grand prix 
debut as the youngest 
driver ever, at 19 
years and 182 days. 
Ken Tyrrell was 
giving him a chance 
alongside Jean-Pierre 
Jarier and Derek 
Daly. He was 3.208s 
behind Piquet’s 
fastest lap and ahead 
of Scheckter to start 
on the back row, and 
he nearly set another record: for the 
shortest grand prix debut. 

Jones, oddly superstitious, wore his 
‘lucky’ green Stand 21 overalls for the 
race. His FW07B had been ‘blessed’ by 
his CanAm entrant Carl Haas, who 
made a point of touching all the parts 
that might fail, as he had during Jones’s 
winning 1978 CanAm campaign. 

The startline was just after the 
hairpin, before the slight right-hander. 
Piquet started on the dirty right-hand 
side of the grid, Jones on the cleaner left, 
and it was the Australian who made the 
better start, easing over on Piquet. They 
touched, Piquet spun, and the Williams’ 
engine cover flew high into the air. 
Behind, Keke Rosberg spun on cold 
tyres, snapped right into the wall and 
began to roll back onto the track. 

Unsighted, those behind tried to 
squeeze through a narrowing gap but 
chaos ensued. Jarier, Jochen Mass, 

Villeneuve, Emerson Fittipaldi and Daly 
were all involved; Mario Andretti flew 
over Daly’s car but Thackwell managed 
to miss everyone. It was ironic, therefore, 
that he would be asked to give up his car 
for Jarier to use. The race was stopped 
and everyone else took the re-start 
except Daly and Thackwell. Jones’s car 
suffered only a damaged skirt box, but 
Piquet had to take the spare car.

An hour and 23 minutes later, the 
start was given again, the starter holding 
them on red for an age. Didier Pironi’s 
Ligier crept forward from third on the 
grid and took off after the fast starting 
Jones with Piquet in third followed by 
Bruno Giacomelli’s Alfa Romeo. 

Piquet was soon past Pironi and then 
Jones. By lap 10, he was six seconds 
ahead of Jones who had a similar gap  
to Pironi. But on lap 24, the Brabham 

failed to appear.  
The engine, just  
60 miles old, had 
expired. “We couldn’t 
believe it,” says team 
manager Herbie 
Blash. “One moment 
it was going as well  
it could, the next 
moment, disaster.” 

Jabouille crashed 
his Renault at the 
about the same time, 
and was then trapped 

in his car for a while before being 
removed with a broken right leg. 

Jones led, but he was being 
challenged by Pironi. However, there 
was a rumour that the Frenchman was 
being penalised a minute for a jumped 
start. Jones, tailed by the Ligier, was 
informed of the penalty, but he couldn’t 
believe it. Three times they hung out  
the message, the last time Frank 
Williams himself had to do it. Finally 
satisfied, Jones let Pironi through.  
“I mean, you don’t get that sort of  
luck when you’re going for the 
championship,” said the Australian. 

Jones took the flag as winner from 
team-mate Carlos Reutemann with 
Pironi classified third, but then Ligier 
protested their penalty. After two hours, 
the results were confirmed. Jones had 
won the race and world championship 
with one race in hand. A



LUCKY NUMBERS

KAZUHITO KAWAI
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Fuji TV’s Kaz is the man all other commentators look to for race 
strategy insight. But what’s the strategy in owning two cameras, and 

where did he get his collection of precious steering wheels?
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How well can you remember the Canadian Grand Prix over the years?





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


