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September 20, 2017 

 

It is the role of Administration to assist community members through program and 

service delivery in an equitable manner. Political commentary or divisiveness should be 

reserved for Chief and Council / Community meetings and not influence or affect the 

ability of Administration to provide those services. 

 

Bi-Election 

At an election meeting, dated August 2, 2017, it was decided that; The Penticton Indian 

Band would hold a bi-election to fill the vacant council seats. The Band Administration 

Office has tried to accommodate that direction by supporting the Electoral Officer, 

Valerie Baptiste and the Deputy Electoral Officer, Karen Gabriel hold community 

meetings for the purpose of fulfilling the direction of community, endorsed by Penticton 

Indian Band Governance. Through the course of this process, community members 

have become disruptive towards their own personal agenda, in direct contravention of 

the bi-election, only resulting in further resignations and unnecessary cost. To refocus 

and ensure and equitable process, the Electoral Officer and Deputy are being replaced 

by a third-party contractor. This is not a reflection of the past work of our own 

community members who have sacrificed so much to provide the community with a 

service. This action is to remove any, “appearance” of a perceived bias in hopes that we 

can move towards a full council table and the continuance of governing duty. However, 

due to the timing of the last council meeting it was not possible to secure a 3rd party 

contractor for the election, we could not provide an Electoral Officer for the September 

20th nominations meeting. Please see the following excerpt which outlines the 

acceptance and terms of the 3rd party contractor. Until the BCR and contract have been 



2 
 

signed, we will do our due diligence to protect the identity of the contractor and have 

redacted their name. 

 

 

Looking forward, proposing the bi-election dates to be consistent with past practice; 

October 11, 2017 PIB Band Hall – Nominations for 5 vacant seats 

October 18, 2017 PIB Band Hall – Candidate Forum 

October 25, 2017 PIB Band Hall – Candidate Forum 

November 18, 2017 PIB Heritage building – Advanced voting 

November 22, 2017 PIB Band Hall – Voting Day and ballot count  

 

Our own Custom Election Code, although deficient in some ways, outlines the process 

of this bi-election which, in the absence of anything better, we will strive to complete for 

the benefit of the membership. 
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Legal Opinions of Non-confidence 

Community members have requested the legal opinions sought by Chief and Council to 

be shared. The following are excerpts of the legal opinions received and their 

perspectives with redacted pieces totally removed as there were legal opinions provided 

on matters unrelated to the non-confidence motion and resignations of Council.  
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Quorum 
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Misinformation regarding the amount of Councillors required for a “quorum” has been 

circulating among community and the media. To discourage further disruption, the 

Penticton Indian Band is also including the email received by Indigenous and Northern 

Affairs Canada (INAC) which confirms the authority of Chief and Council and capacity to 

fulfil our INAC reporting requirements. 
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If you have any further questions or comments on details contained in 

this package, please direct them in writing to your elected Chief and 

Council. 

 

Chief and Council  

C/O Penticton Indian Band Administration 

841 Westhills Dr 

Penticton BC       V2A 6J7 

 

 

 

 

 


