





HER ROYAL
HIGHNESS,
THE POWAGER
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. IN WHICH AN\ SENSEI IS
o ALL THREE | %  asouT TO
[ K APPEAR AL ey e
TOGETHER! 0 .






THE DOWAGER) |
QUEEN AM I. |
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T'VE HEARD
THAT SHE
WAS A
WELL-
KNOWN
ACTRESS,
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WHAT AN HAVE You

INCREDIBLE SEEN THAT
STRENGTH! OLD LADY?

CHIGUSA TSUKIKAGE
STANDS TRUE., JUST
WITH HER APPEAR-
ANCE ON THE SCENE
SHE CAPTURED THE
ATTENTION OF THE
AUDIENCE...
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I ‘/L\g’ MUCH TIME

‘ ORIGELD! ' HAS PASSED
| TRAEE | SINCE
\ LAST
YOURSELF. \
| [ I WEMeT.
\ ORIGELD.

FOR SHAME,

| THOSE

EIGHT LONG
YEARS OF

REMISS  SUFFER- BIGHT ¥~
HAVE T BEEN ING... YOUR  YEARS WAVE P~ ()
IN MY ABSENCE PASSED |47 VA
EFFORTS, nas BeeN By my | 0L
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FORGIVE ME.

FELT. COUNTING. {./




= T ™,
You're expressing = § ?
with all your body = N
the ewotion of the : = What expression
first encounter =  areyou showing
with Origeld!

/,.

S
O

N
NN

//

A AN
TRV \

/i

"y

\.‘,‘Hn'f.m"f

N

Z S
'./7// AW

7,
‘/"//“’/ i

Reddened cheeks,

eyes wide-opened,
full of expectations,
lips gently parted, :

ready fo falk. &
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88| | ButoriGeDIs || ] ANON, | —= oxpress this?l T
“AT|| \ MORe EXPRESSIVE ST ™ | = E R
THAN ALDIS THAT || = 7 \\
. 15 FACING THE = . \\ AN
|\ AUDIENCE. N \\\
\ T WONDER | ‘
/"'.4 "R o _(j, WHAT EX- .'
N A PRESSION |
"2 S 'fl! SHE HAS... .L_...._
X

MY siB
ALDIS!

i [ BeAuTY As

i I 10 ADORE
| I< THE GODS.
HOWEVER, f TRLULY
misstil || e e | 15 1o
whHat 4 | avumi || PossBLe To || sPriNG
WONDROUS HIME- || UNDERSTAND || MORNING
PRES- KA- HER FEELINGS.| | POES SHE
ENCE... WA.. SHINE
FORTH!
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SHE SACRIFICE | 55
HERSELF TO /1
taston's [ AL

FOR ME! NEIGHBOUR! | J)

.x" { Z
\ {
& \ 2—— (W D
<&~ W~ N D7
z &L~ X~ T\ 71
| e a8 o (.
WA K@l o0 &
W ADR s N\ B &8\ R
A '~ ‘y AN > o W,
= TSN~
& v Ny
\‘.‘\ \‘ -~ qv‘)
W \\ &
\] SUCH COURAGE I ;'/i
AND GRACE! 74
¥ ’\
. M
)" \/ e S5
ST
,\:\~®,;T‘"»\_J'\/:
- Q‘,o N N

) )1 o sued (STT My SISTER...
(SN BeAuTy... ORIGELD.

i MO

NS \ ° 0O
"l n’ /’1./:"-
7\ THOUGH IMPRISONED | 4 P2

N

. FOR YEARS, STILL (| o
| GRACEFUL IS SHE. )/ AN

V\\)ﬁ

."\i"




CHAIN?!

ORIGELD...
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R / FULL OF FEAR
A% AND SADNESS ‘
! \ MANY TEARS  WAS T WHEN :
DID I WEEP! T HEARD OF MY
BETROTHAL. |
7 e / ~ -
/ IN RECOGNI-
| LA%-‘?EI:‘-%D T;R?Lﬁzu N TO MARRY PRINCE ASIO
K THE ROYAL o 1 BesTOW | Sl OF ERINW, s
TREASURES AZD) sl
| i SRASEN . THese TReA- | )(\/A)  ORIGELD, PRINCESS OF
\ Swoa ap \ SieES oA A LASTIONA, GO FORTH!

vl g
WALD'S 2 WAR-LIKE MARS,
AMBASSA-lf/ ,3 < '
DOR? [

AR
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THAT ENMITY BETWIXT
ERASE LASTONIA AND
3 ERINWALD...
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sAY YOu, | THE VICTOR

§ SHALL NOT BE

BUT GENTLE
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Y IN THIS WAY DO 1
AFFIRM PRINCESS
ORIGELD AS OUR
DAUGHTER...




TRULY THIS
SHOULD BE MUCH
MORE FOR YOU
THAN ANY OTHER
TO DISREGARD THE
FORTUNES OF THE
ROYAL FAMILY.
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) | OVERWHEL-
BY RECENVING || &
THOSE TREASUIRES \j (‘% By jroidng
IT"S THE HER STATUS IS /& Q7 CONFIDENCE
FIRST TIME ASSURED AS } SHE EX-
| SHE SHOWS SUCH  ROYALTY. Y% \ PRESSES...
CONFIDENCE. ;i ( =) =
1l ? ( \
THIS AN ' ;
INTERPRETATION || (Y o WHEN SHE SAT
TS TRULY || S WITH HER BACK SUCH A SUDDEN |
OF Ayumi | | TO THE AUDIENCE. CHANGE FROM |
HIMEKAWA! /| & BEFORE... |
f
L] B\ =
WITHIN EACH |
CREATURE 15
THE DESIRE
FOR SELF- |
PRESERVATION.,

T'lS YOUR WISH
TO BE WED?
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WHAT IS THE L
MANNER THAT | '
LIES IN YOUR |

/' YET you sTRIE \
/' YOUR LIFE INTO
THE HAZARD,

ENTERING THE

HEART...
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\ SPEAK,
| ORI~
| GELD!

N \
Y SSH! BEWARE! /
< | THE AMBASSADOR

OF ERINWALD \
\
\

TIS OF NO ST\
CONCERN, TR\

/ [| MuUSTI § OBSCURE.
|| speak! ) WAS ERINWALD
. $

/
/  AS CANS'T \
/" WE FORETELL \—
THE FUTURE, |
NEITHER
T'WAS BUT  SHOULD WE

YESTERDAY  THE TRUTH /;’___

OUR FOE. /\

IN MY STEAD
DID SISTER
ORIGELD
| OFFER TO 6O!

g TO BUILD

! | FRIENDSHIP

[ ON THE MORTAR
/ T'IS ENOUGH
i FOR MY OF THIS

\ PLEASURE. MARRIAGE...




| THE !

ORIGELD TOOK PITy || AMBA
ON ME AND ASSUMED \ gamwaio BPERK
MY PLACE! Is ALso | YOUR !

HERE! | HIGH-
NESS!

/, 7/ /) SUCH IS MY
7/—/5 REPORT BY
/) BOTH GENERAL
/' AND PRIEST!
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What an
expression!

HERSELF FOR
LASTONIA!

AFFECTION AND
GRADITUDE EXPRESS!
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YES
: THE PRIEST
\ ...6HOULD DID SUGGEST
‘ MY LIFE BE | | T ACCEPT MY
LNTOLICHED.... DESTINY.

EVEN NOW,
THAT 1S MY
INTENT.

.15 TO
BECOME
QUEEN OF
ERINWALD,
OUR FOE?

YET OF THE
MOMENT, T WILL
BE WIFE TO
PRINCE ASIO.

BLACK | T0 50 ORIGELD
cLoups | FEARSOME SHALL
DARKEN MY | A FOE As WED ERIN-
ERINWALD WALD'S
WITH THEIR PRINCE
ALLIANCE WITH APPARENT/|

DENMARK...

...WIFE
AND
. Hos-
\\ v TAGE!
THE N
SECOND \\ S THE FIRST
IN LINE OF PRINCESS
SUCCES- | OF LASTO-
SION! NIA.




\

T MUST THANK MOST KIND
you FOR YouR§ \ ARE YoU,
ans.. |F

GENEROSITY. |

Dls- |

CERNED |

WITH SUC THE .
Lng‘NGINGH vowacer NTENT? |

HAVE T QUEEN... 172
DESIRED THIS TR e R /
MEETING... HE! A/

£ v

AS BEAU- \ .

TEOUS AS f”
LIKE r;gé‘g’
PERSEPHONE,

YET IT
I TRUE!
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ALDls, B

L; MY HEART
~ SWELLS WITH

: /_’\[». PRIDE AT BEING /

YOUR SISTER. | &&

S
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BEFORE YOUR |
LIGHT T AM ok

BUT ALOWLY [~ ~

SHADOW! >




ALDIS, NOW
MAY I GO FORTH
UNTO ERINWALD,

FEARLESSLY.

\ OF COURSE,
MY SISTER.

NEVER SHALL T MIND
THE HAPPENSTANCE
BETWIXT ERIWALD AND
LASTONIA, T WILL
TRUST YOU.

WHATEVER )
BEFALL LIS,

WOULDS'T YOU |

TRUST ME STILL? |

PLEDGE TO
ME THIS ONE
THING, SISTER.




Whata ~_#_
sincere —

this play
" is a battle...

. ) .inwhichl
\ 9 gladly fight!




ORIGELD OF
LASTONIA,
="  OURENEMY, /

SHALL
BECOME MY

" , THE REPORTS
OF MY FATHER AND A ‘ T HAVE

MOTHER, MORE / = "
TEMPERATE AND GENTLE AR B NOT ONE ﬁ”ugvffﬁﬁ

COMPANY WOULD 1
KEEP AND LET THEM
ALL HANG!

WORD OF OF BEAUTY




= / YOUR

LASTONIA WOULLD

BE BUT A CANDLE

BEFORE THE WINDS
OF OUR ALLIANCE

WITH DENMARK.

WITH THE
FIRST

P, FUTURE
WIFE IS |
THE ROYAL
HOSTAGE 1S SHE, PRINCESS | BECALM
WITHIN OUR OF LAS- YOURSELF,
j POWER. TONIA, PRINCE ASIO.
\\‘ A v
P et
\ )
' IS BUT FOR A
THE COURT | Huvx\mZTfou LITTLE WHILE, AFORE
TA:‘LEISTL%EOQ; Tovieir upoN | LASTONIA SUCCUMBS
TO OUR MIGHT.
W CMOS‘ LAsTmMOOD

WERE ALDIS
TO BE MY WIFE,
SUCH FABLED
BEAUTY WOULD
EASE MY
SACRIFICE!

THIS IS WHAT T CAN
DISCERN FROM HIS SENDING
OF HIS FIRST DAUGHTER,
ORIGELD, AND NOT HIS

BELOVED ALDIS.

TS A MAJE-

CAUTIOUS,
YOUR




AS MUST I TAKE CARE,
LEST SHE DO ME

A SNAKE, THAT
AT A MOMENT'S
CARELESSNESS
; e | MAY STRIKE
<P VA 2 EVEN THE KING.
Y 4 ” AL A
Yitse
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A LASTONIAN

s R OF THE

werss. _PRNCESS
WE MusT Bg  ORIGELD'S SIX
VIGILANT... ATTENDANTS,

—~ /
HER ROYAL
/ HIGHNESS OF
LASTONIA,

...HAS
ARRIVED! PRINCESS
ORIGELD...

YET MUST WE
PROCCED WITH
UTMOST CAUTION
REGARDING
. PRINCESS ORIGELD
\\ AND HER RETINUE.
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T AM ORIGELD, -

f?f’ > FIRST PRINCESS GY%EUET N
: OF LASTONIA. | - @
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THESE BE MY : 9?/;

LADIES-IN-WAITING L<

WHO SITS IN A

ATTENDANCE.

\

\ I'M REALLY  WHAT WILL |

TENSE.  ORIGELD DO IN
ERINWALD?

=~

.which , in spite of
everything, shines
. with intelligence and

Ayomi-san.. \ge.
>You're wonderful... <

You'rea
wonderful
Origeld!

Origeld,
shrouded
in the
dark...



LADIES.

LORDS AND WELL MET,

AND HIS \\ \ \
\ LD
\  SISTER, THE | PRINCE %E‘ﬁN 7, AS KING OF
’ PRINCESS | ASIO INGBERG. Q ERINWALD,
\ GLISONA. | I, OLCF,

AND MY NURSE

BE MY SOLE
CHAPERONE.

’ ANDIAM |

\ PRIME
MINISTER

‘ OXENSTIERNA. ’

\ /
T'lS AN HONOUR\J;';{— //,‘

A A

\

TO SERVE YOU.

WHATEVER
YOU MAY
\ DESIRE, YOU
HAVE BUT TO |
ASK OF ME. |




DOsT THOU
HAVE MORE

)

PRINCESS
ORIGELD?

ASKANCE,
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THAT MY...

ATTENDANTS
BE CAST

4

T

INTO THE
DUNGEON

AND GRANT ME THE
BOON OF YOUR
MAJESTIES' WISDOM

IN SELECTING MY
LADIES-IN-WAITING.




LADY AND SO CLOSE, LIKE A KNIFE IN THE
oRl- WOULDS'T SHE DARK, MUST ONE BE ~ THEY
GELD! UNDERTAKE TO A TRAITOROUS cpy, ~ ARE OF
/) POISON YOUR ORTO GLEAN THE ~ LASTONIA.
\ MAJESTY OR SITUATION OF

YOUR KIN. THIS FANE.

LET THIS NOT

O WOULDS'TA

N> ROYAL PRINCESS ‘

T /4 | "} OF LASTONIA HAVE
1/ R : AUGHT FOR OUR |
'/ N1 CAUSE AND
/ unveLtous | \ | KINGDOM? |
|\ THYMNDAS |\ N\ x| \
/| ToYOUROWN [5&— L 08 yl

K "

\  DISPOSITION? ,/’\

) THAT
o) ERINWALD'S
HOSTAGE

N AML




MANY A YEAR
HAVE T
ENDURED THE
coLp coNFINEs| |
OF A TOWER
CELL.

BE IT ANY
ELSEWHERE,
THE ARR 15
MUCH BETTER. |

DESPAIR? |
WRATH?
YET PER-

6(0& ; @ \! THAT sye  THIS SLIP

@ DARE coM- OF A GIRL!
; ) PARE OUR SUCH IMPER-
) suencel - g, 4-» @ COURTTO  TINENCE!
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AS HOSTAGE
DROSS IN

{ vour wano. |\ \ip \
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The timing,
\ the expres-

‘ "J A sion.. \ N )
» 1 i \ N \
}&\ ‘ | \ \§A\ YOUR |
. \' y @ () \\ '
It is the quality "\ ; ,[tV \A :
of a leading lady! ! 'Such is the \ \ \. N
Iﬂ J acﬂug of. \\‘-‘ k!
l A \ \ \ \'\
'- W \ \
A ,,\ oy \ L 3 ou@
N N e
T HAVE HEARD ey FROM |
THAT YOUR . \\ ‘ AS T RODE, LASTONIA
MAJESTY IS %\ ) ILOOKED UNTO :
CLEVER. \ THE CERULEAN
|| HEAVENS AND

...

THAT MY ROLE TO DELAY
YOUR AMBITIONS AND
ALLOW LASTONIA SOME
RESPITE YOUR MAJESTY
MUST HAVE FORESEEN.

ANON, SHALL I
BECOME NOTHING
WHEN LASTONIA

i)  HERSELF BECOMES
 THE AGGRESSOR.




LASTONIA'S
HEART IS
CURRENTLY IN
CHAOS, SUCH

AN ACT WOULD
STOKE THOSE

FLAMES.
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IF YOU WISH
TO THREATEN

THUS SHALL LASTONIA,
THE BLOODYING MY LIFE IS
OF MY BODY BE  FORFEIT.
YOUR DECLARA-

TION OF WAR.

\

\ ~
\\ DOST THOU
| THINKEST
A\ \\\| YOUR
MURDER

N\




AN i | ND 5 YET TO ACT
"\ = ﬁoncAngfoa WITH DENMARK
X
4 -'*f\
HIcEs e COUNTENANCE
{ *L,R\ IT NOT WOULD
W” ‘ &I\ YOUR SHREWD
1 ' AND WARLIKE
hed COUNSEL,
“ " ‘ ‘
THUS SUCH AN | : \
AGREEMENT ) \\ \‘\ \\
' WOULDS'T ALLOW 0 3
A DISPERSION /) L)
OF FORCES. [
\_,_/

7
AND OF THE NOW, k
YOURMEeT 10 IR YET TWORD
RECALL MY STATION \ 'ALsO YOUR
AS FIRST PRINCESS | I
OF LASTONIA. | TIME EXTEND.

AND SECOND TO
THE LASTONIAN

THAT IN MY
TREASURES POSSESSION
OF THE ROYAL  BE THE
FAMLY.  DRAGE SVERD
06 KEDE,







