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I went to
people we
knew in search
oF clues.

T L

0L I
W

WITHOUT
ICHIREN-
SENSEL...

HAVE YOU

IN
YOUR
CONDI-
TION...

1 ,

- I UNDER-

E e;/ enf;:agg ﬁ STAND. SHE
recie HAS GONE

down “| BACK TO HER

g \ FAMLY...

SENSEI,
WHERE

GONE?

both bodily
and spirituslly,
Ichiren had

i

— wasn't there. .

I even looked ;

Por his wiFe, *7

who had Fled *
the city during ™
the war, but she




YEARS OLD.

YES. THAT |

PICTURE WAS | -
TAKEN WHEN |

TCHIREN-

HE WAS SENSEI?

AROLIND FIVE '

ICHIREN
WAS THE
ONLY ONE

TO VISIT IT

OFTEN.

™

( THAT WAS
JUST HOW

ALMOST
EVERYONE
WAS WARY

OF THE

VALLEY AND
DIDN'T DARE

HE 54D

HE WANTED A
PEEK AT THE
DRAGONS AND

TENGUS.

HE WAS.
A

NEARBY
LEGEND HAS  , WonpeRFdL
IT THAT'S THE  p| AcE cALLED

HOME OF THE
PLUM TREE mE-n,{VEA;tmOF

GODDESS, WHO
15 GUARDED BY L
TENGUS AND

\ DRAGONS. R . 5

P

BECAUSE OF

” HER PRESENCE,
THE PLUM
TREES BLOOM
YEAR-ROUND IN
THAT VALLEY.

I set off
towards the
valley.




CAN
IT BE?
%1%
ICHIREN-
SENSE|

The mountain k"

temple that  [5;-
had been
Ichiren’s
childhood
home was

. abandoned.
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~s~hh2mn

Ichiren had
started writing -~
8 new script. .~

SEAG AN
AT
e

The legend
of the plum
tree spirit.
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About how

unmistakable lster that ,
Pigure of the Ichiren told !
goddess me about f
emerging Prom that time. A

the crimson

- B He told me
s v S5 that I was the
Y only one For
the part....

He told me he came

to the Valley of the | SENSEI|
Plum Trees with mixed v N 4' ¥4
Peelings of hope... N AN COMING
! ( TO FIND |
conPusion and \ Tgo:f\fe ME...
desire to escape || MADE You
Prom the Peeling of | WORRY,
sudden loss. And |, \ CHIGUSA |
how at the time he ~7X N, 2
was gradually o It
coming to be at %
pedce with himself... W



He started to
Lotiaien\ talk enthusiastically
you | 8bout the plot of his
ARE THE | hew play, The Crimson
ONE... | Goddess, and about
its title character.

YOU CAN

ONLY YOU
. CAN PLAY
. ancient = THE CRIMSON |
plum -rree » GODDESS...
To express
The heat of A
. sl the whistling
A\ . the earth which of thewind
\\ ) allows vegetation, e volia o
.\Q} N to grow into hewater,
[Ny
& The Crimson
B Goddesst
-
7

N

The heart of
the rain, fog and
rainbow...

My feelings...

‘/‘The Iove]'i of

" the Crimson
Goddess...




Ichiren was
even more strict
than before.

To make me understand
the part of the Crimson
Goddess, he had me interpret
wind, Fire, air and earth...

We rented a
small building.

> APter the war,
The Crimson
Goddess was the

reborn Moonlight
Theater.

I was I was torn
I brought willing to go between the
B tolife the to any length actress inside
Look at g (o/e of Ygoys| to mske that  How much mieand the
me! This is Oshichi, wish come I wished For  |ovestruck woman

my fire! overcome withp—  true! him to see me that I was.

passion... 35 8 woman,

even if only For
8 second!

=

|

975 i‘é}"‘%‘lﬂ({i,:/g;'// ;

< 1 love you, -






- ignored my
,’;//'j feelings!

If he doesn’t love me as
a woman, then | will make

_ wore than any other..

SoI

decided
to become

indispensable
fo sensei.

him love me as an actress, |

| am just an
~ actress!



=

LISTEN TO THE VOICE
OF THE HEAVENS! THE cRY \ &y
Rt OF THE EARTH..! |

S =

/

/

'\

7 Chelove )

&1\ The love of))

: /// \\’i Nthe Crimsoz)
Z\G | Goddess will be
my own love...




been as calm
as | am now...



The people in the
3udience became
silent as the bottom
oF the seas...

A proFound
silence was
expanding right
before my
eyes...

Where am [7
Who am I?

/4 "N )\ T was keenly

/ I wavered in

the light aware of myself,

as though my soul
had awakened...

though
I was
the air
itself.




i

The mountains and
I were as one.

The sky and I
were 3s one.’

The sed and Logh
were s one

ak

. 85 one

The bifds - -
.andI were .
as one.”,

4 S e
p ZJ The Plshes “
C S andl were}w% f

The ammals

{}. 3s one.

Sand insects
-and I were

$

~~_and grass
“and I were
- asone,

‘zw

-+ The wind
" and I were

ds one.

The Pire
and I were

- A:;;\. The water
“'*"“”\\ and I were
T2 98 Ofe,

“\:.;fs:‘"

Suddenly...

I Pelt as though I
could hear the gods..




The sun
and I were
3s one.

The stars
= and I were .

i
.
b
Wy

All the
universe
and I were
3s one.
~ Components
o inthe sed
oF life, who 3
shared the
same soul.




All living
credtures
and I were

3s one.

The whole
oF Crestion
and I were

3s one.




These thoughts
entered my bosom
like & ray of light,
without any words

or logic...

" The same way
8 tiny spark in
the darkest
depths can let
you see the real
world, if only For
3 split second.

P~

That spark
took the Form
of thoughts,
which emanated
From my body
like waves.

The soul was
life, and liFe
was hidden in
the soul...

Heedless of time...

I was wandering
through eternity.
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The waves
came towards

enthusiasm
turned to
Fanaticism,







Y,
\/~
7
YouR /[ M‘}“fes
WORDS | Mg GLAD,
ARE MY pibeins

(] ICHIREN_{;
SENSEI! !?

Bt

o YOUIVE
DONE
WELL.

| e
| ABLE TO |
| ExPRESE N

NO ONE
BUT YOU
couLp
CRIMSON

IT'S GODDESS.
YOURS,
CHIGUSA. ..

ONLY |
YOURS! .7

Soon
afterwards,
the production
was moved to
the recently
rebuilt Teito
 Theater. b

THANK YOU,
CHIGUSA... |

e ening night

¥

¥ Boddess was 3

h;ge success..



Even aFter
three months,
the play was still
in great demand.
This was unheard
of af the time. ..

Inspired by
I was his success,
slways the  Ichiren began
“Chigusa le’:zmg to translate
Tsukikage” 4 Poreign plays
and staged
& fhem one

after
another.

ackground

b
| actor,

L\ LAY
There
were many ||\ CHIGUsA!
investors. i THIS IS ALL
: THANKS
Moonlight 10 You.
Theater was vou
restored to REVIVED THE
its Former ||  MOONLIGHT !
glory. \ THEATER! g

1V LIKE WE

HAPPY,
SENSE!!

AT LAST,
WE CAN
STAGE PLAYS

Usep 10!

|

\
1l 1““ I\




aon't

Was it Fate
that tied the
two oF us
together?

HAVE BEEN
SOLD TO A
BROTHEL AND
DIED WHO-
KNOWsS-
WHERE, LIKE
AN ANIMAL.

OF YOU,
CHIGUSA. ..

-
\ /
) '
IF T MADE IT k
THIS FAR, IT'S \ IHM'A%T
ONLY BECAUSE

GIVEN UP
THEATER...

EVERYTHING
IN THE WAR...

Every time it
was 3 success,
surpassing all

competition.
The same thing
happened when
the production

The Crimson (-/}'\f
Goddess became%

3 staple st fhe\
Moonlignt Theater \
and was brought

went on tour. 4/ //

“The Moonlight ~ =

X / O A Q0
Q0

1
The,afer and > J
The Crimson ) )

/' Boddess were >3

inseparable. .



IF THERE IS

His soul’s A GOD, T'D LIKE
TO THANK HIM
other half! FOR ALLOWING
S I'd be his THE TWO OF US
= =l ; TO MEET.
X, other halfl
x L :\\_” . \ % X
N ] Ll

YOU KNOW
HOW TO
EXPRESS
My SOuL.

MAYBE YOU
ARE MY SOUL'S
OTHER HALF.

A half you
: - Cannot-exist
1 l without.. !
L Hedidn't
show it in

Front of ¥
other people,

Those words
[ |\ meant more to

‘:Vedﬁ’e!f [N me than any

united, more Y declaration of

than anyone, 11 1 love could have.
by a strong .

mutual trust.




What Ichiren
y wrote, I played.
4 I moved as
Ichiren wanted.

=~  The same /
soul divided .

‘:' _ between the
X fwo of us..

We were closer That was
than we would have T~ enough
been had we been & (@, Forme.
lovers or even iia

partners in marriage.

we lived our
separate

e )

Nonetheless, { &4
an invisible A\ x
unbreakable/\, ¥
thread tied | \ Z‘ "
us together. ( y:

N




* And then

that man
. came into
our lives.

But I couldn't™
acknowledge
his Peelings,
let alone
return them.

he started to
send me Flowers
and giPts every
day. He invited

$

BRleY) 2 :
I had to make him
understand that the =
™" Crimson Goddess and
“l Chigusa Tsukikage were
I returned |Wwo sepsrste entities,
Y " A

all his gifts A
e b L

with a polite =

—me to dinneis _
Tl multiple IimesWL dressing room

backstage, he

i)
|

When he
was 3sllowed
to visit my

/I must have seen—=

/ every day.
the Crimson  ,

Goddess,

80 nervous
he could
barely

He owned
8 distribution
company. The
Crimson éoddeqs/ﬁ
had moved him”
deeply, and he
came to the theater




Up to that
point, he had

T S just been a Fan
T He soon who Prequented
- f / ™\ changed his [ the Moonlight
I ? approach. Theater.
5 1'D LIKE TO %
| HELP YoU e PR
| STAGE YOUR - T

PLAY ALL
OVER THE

passionate
admirer
oF mine.

important
people all
throughout the

He made sure to  country.
obtain exclusive rights
to handle the transport
oF our stage props
and theater bookings. 2

77 mention
1L publicity and
T ticket sales
as well.

He held control
over the whole
production.
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N
He brought
The Crimson
fi Goddess to T
the whole —=--
country. amscd

He became /

. [ndispensable ( ../

SRSt the Moonlight =

/ Theater.
o

b 4 /
% A
/?'/v/,/

He boughf Having tasted
theaters success, he to
everywhere, \ wanted to distribute
starting in % every kind of show,

even musical acts.
And

that was
. when

[iq

e
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we Finally
started to ;
see his true

On top of that, N iy

he brokered
deals with Film
studios, growing
his inFluence
even more.




