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   July 17, 2022, 10 a.m.
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
         
Union Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
Elk River, Minnesota 763-441-1203 www.elkriverucc.org / churchoffice@elkriverucc.org

[bookmark: _Hlk96764480]Welcome!

Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ welcomes everyone, no matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey.

We oﬀer worship via Facebook Live broadcasts every Sunday at 10am. You can be here in person or participate virtually during, or any time after the service. Every Sunday, the service is recorded and broadcast on Facebook. You can contact the church at any time. See oﬃce hours below.

Please SILENCE cell phones during the service. 
The wi-fi password is: stillspeaking1203
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God has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
(Micah 6:8, (NIV))

Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ Mission Statement
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Description automatically generated]God calls us to minister to each other. This ministry goes beyond our congregation into the community, wider world, and to the earth itself. We seek to reach those in the margins of society, to empower the powerless, and to leave this earth a better place than when we each arrived
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LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

PRELUDE


WORDS OF CENTERING

“Children cannot be saved by words alone. They can be saved by deeds. They cannot be fed, housed, immunized, educated, or protected from neglect and abuse by promises. They need adults who act right now to protect them from harm, want, and sickness. They need adults who will speak by acting… Tomorrow is now.”
									~Miriam Wright Edelman
									  The Children Defense Fund



WELCOME

If you are in-person, we invite you to fill out the friendship pad to let us know you are here. 

 If you are worshipping virtually, we invite you to click a reaction button on Facebook to let us know you are with us.
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is located in the Vestry. (the room off of the sanctuary)
Also, in the back of the sanctuary, is a table with items and bags for activities appropriate for the kids to work on and play with during the service. Children are welcome to sit at the table or bring the bag back to sit with parents.

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP HYMN 283 “Spirit of the Living God”
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CALL TO WORSHIP (from “Gates of Repentance”)

Leader:	Though our mouths should overflow with song as the sea, our tongues with melody as the roaring waves, our lips with praise as the heavens’ wide expanse…

All:	Still, we could not fully thank You, Lord our God, and God of all ages, or bless your name enough, for even one of Your infinite kindnesses to our ancestors and 
to us!

Leader:	“Therefore, O God, limbs and tongue and heart and mind shall 
join to praise Your name; every tongue will yet affirm You, and every soul give You allegiance!”

All:	And David sang, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and let all that is within me bless Your Holy Name!”













HYMN 4 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”
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A CONFESSION OF FAITH: (from “Gates of Repentance”)

Leader:	Deliver us from bondage to the past; release us from the stranglehold of evil habits; make us free to start afresh!

All:		Let this be the beginning for us of a new season of 					life and health!

Leader:	Liberate us from the fear of death, and from scornful laughter 				that mocks our labors.

All:		Though our lives be short, let them be full! Hold our 					mortal days in your hands as eternal moments!

Leader:	Dust and ashes, we are endowed with divinity; compounded of 				clay, we live in dimensions clay cannot enter, regions where the 				air vibrates with Your Presence!

All:		Judge us less harshly than we judge ourselves; judge us 				with mercy, O Fountain of Life, in whose light we see 					light!

Leader:	Not for ourselves alone do we pray, not for ourselves alone, but 				for all your children!

All: 	Knowing our failings, let us be patient with those of o					others! Knowing our will to goodness, may we see in 					others a dignity that is human!

Leader:	Every soul, Lord, is precious in Your sight, and every life is your gift  
		to us!

All:		Not for ourselves alone, therefore, not for ourselves 					alone, but for all your children, do we invoke Your love! 
		Amen!



LIGHTING THE PEACE CANDLE & PEACE PRAYER

GREETING OF PEACE

In the same spirit in which we receive the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ, let us oﬀer to one another our own sign of peace.
One:        The Peace of Christ be with you.
Many:     And also, with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC						
TIME WITH CHILDREN 				Amanda Hooper
											
 
SCRIPTURE        Isaiah 11: 1-4, 6-9

Then a shoot will sprout from the stump of Jesse; from Jesse’s roots, a branch will blossom.
The Spirit of YHWH will rest on you –
a spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a spirit of counsel and strength,
a spirit of knowledge and reverence for YHWH.
You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won’t judge by appearances, or make decisions by hearsay.
You will treat the poor people with fairness and will uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden.
With a single word you will strike down tyrants;
with your decrees you will execute evil people.
 





Then the wolf will dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf and the lion cub will graze together,
and a little child will lead them.
The cow will feed with the bear;
their young will lie down together.
The lion will eat hay like the ox.
The baby will play next to the den of the cobra,
and the toddler will dance over the viper’s nest.
There will be no harm, no destruction anywhere in my holy mountain; 
for as water fills the sea, so the land will be filled with knowledge of YHWH.


SERMON			“Reverence for All Life!”		     					 	 Rev. Don Britt 















HYMN “We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”
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OUR TIME OF SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY








THE PRAYER THAT JESUS TAUGHT (let us pray together) Our Creator in Heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth 
as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.


INVITATION TO GIVE/RECEIVING OUR GIFTS

DOXOLOGY 178 SPP “Here Are Our Hearts” 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION (let us pray together)


God, bless our gifts that in this place shelter may be offered, diversity welcomed, hard times weathered, rainbows recognized.  Amen.







HYMN 423 “Great is Your Faithfulness”
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BENEDICTION (A Franciscan Benediction)

One:	May God bless you with DISCOMFORT…

Many:	At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart.

One:	May God bless you with ANGER…

Many: 	At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

One:	May God bless you with TEARS…

Many: 	To shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain into JOY.

One: 	May God bless you with enough FOOLISHNESS…

Many: 	To believe that you can make a difference in the world, so that you can DO what others claim cannot be done.
Amen!

POSTLUDE	

All re-printed music is licensed under CCLI 11010370

[bookmark: _Hlk77152815]Elk River Union Congregational Church, United Church of Christ Pastor: Rev. Don Britt		      Deacon: Lisa Cawthra
 Oﬃce Administrator: Giuliana Beckwith     Liturgist: David Berglund 
Senior Choir and Handbell Director:		      Greeter/Usher: Frater Family
Piano & Organ: Carson Schneider		      Children’s Time: Amanda Hooper     
		 
	    				
 	Announcements	 

Oﬃce Hours
Oﬃce hours for the church are Sunday 9:00am to 1:00pm before and after worship, Monday/Wednesday 8:00am-2:00pm, and Th 8:00am-12:00pm. Call the church at (763) 441-1203 if you have general questions.  If you need immediate assistance outside of office hours, please email -  churchoﬃce@elkriverucc.org.


Pastoral Emergencies
In the event of an emergency, an accident, or a death, please contact Patti Kubicka via text or call at 763-498-1196. You may also contact the church office though the response may take longer.  
Church Materials
Copies of the Sunday sermon and bulletin are available in person or via Facebook, our website, and the UCC Squared Newsletter (email).








[bookmark: _Hlk92708365][bookmark: _Hlk95721057][bookmark: _Hlk92033114]KEPT IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep in your prayers our congregation members: Nancy Hassett, Ella Rivers, Musz Bailey, Jim Babcock, Bobbie Berg, Susan Olsen, Joanne Burdick, Ruby Cawthra, Jane Houlton, Marion Marcott, Cheryl Wold, Judy Halgren, Bailey Rosdahl, Jimmy Stevens, Dee & Jim Stevens (Jimmy’s parents), Linda Fenton, Dave Halgren, Joan Axen, Marv and Nancy Andersen, Laurie Lazaretti, and Jim Kopperud.

SCHEDULE FOR THE COMING WEEKS

[bookmark: _Hlk92033548]
[bookmark: _Hlk105412650]Sunday, July 17, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship Service In-person and live via Facebook with
Rev. Don Britt
11:15 a.m. Hospitality provided by Memorial
3:30 p.m. 4-H Club

Wednesday, July 20, 2022
3:30 p.m. SARI Vigil Sherburne        
County Gov’t center

[bookmark: _Hlk108427379]Thursday, July 21, 2022
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts


















[bookmark: _Hlk108349468]

Sunday, July 24, 2022
10:00 a.m. Worship Service In-person and live via Facebook with
Rev. Jeanne Bringgold-Pro
11:15 a.m. Hospitality

Tuesday, July 26, 2022
5:00 p.m. Congregational Life

Wednesday, July 27, 2022
3:30 p.m. SARI Vigil Sherburne        
County Gov’t center

[bookmark: _Hlk105581735]Thursday, July 28, 2022
12:00 p.m. Centennial Potluck Picnic
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts

Friday, July 29, 2022
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts

Saturday, July 30, 2022
10:00 a.m. Shelley Sherper Memorial
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Daniel Iverson, 1926 Acts 11:15; 2 Cor. 3:1-6; Gal. 5:25
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4 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You
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Here Are Our Hearts 178
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Words and Music: Susan Drake and Julie Jennings, Copyright ©2007
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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