
EVS projects for 2018-19 

Deadlines to apply: 

October 5th 2017 for A5 and A6. 

October 31st 2017 for A1, A2, A3 and A4 

 

A1: Eco-village Sennrüti in Degersheim, Switzerland (4 volunteers (4 from March 1st 2018 – 

February 28th 2019)) 

 

The Eco-village in Degersheim, a holistic community project that promotes sustainable living, 

will offer 4 volunteers the possibility to participate in organic gardening, childcare, kitchen 

work, event management, public relations and ecological building construction or 

refurbishing. The volunteers will be encouraged and supported in developing their own ideas, 

initiatives and independent working. An aim is to learn how and where they can contribute to 

all aspects of community life. 

The Eco-Village community area is located near a small village in the canton St.Gallen in a 

rural setting with beautiful nature surroundings. The area consist of several buildings with 

apartments, communal rooms, a library, guest rooms, dining room, art workshops, dance and 

yoga rooms, a garden with fire pit, sauna, children play grounds, yurts, vegetable gardens. The 

community is organized in several working groups with members from different cultures, ages 

and backgrounds.  Volunteers can participate in almost all community events and meetings 

and get to know social aspects, conflict solution tools, group dynamics and organizational 

skills. 

 

Accommodation: Shared apartment with kitchen within the eco-village. 

 

Requirements: Participants are motivated to live and work in an ecological and open 

community with children, young people, adults and elders. We expect them to agree and live 

in accordance with our common grounds (http://www.oekodorf.ch/wp-content/common-

grounds-english.pdf). 

 

 

A2: Circus Lollyop in Lüen, Switzerland (1 volunteer for 6 months, March 1st 2018 – August 

31th 2018) 

 

Circus Lollypop in Lüen is a well-established traveling circus working with children and youth 

with the aim to encourage young people to develop their own youth culture and gain more 

self-consciousness. 1 volunteer will travel with the circus through Switzerland from March till 

August and make stops at many schools in several cantons. At the end of the EVS, the 

volunteer might even get the opportunity to accompany the circus to a country of Eastern 

Europe for the month of September, (mostly working with minorities in this country), but this 

month will not be part of the EVS and will be organized between the volunteer and the circus 
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independently in case of a successful EVS. The tasks in the circus vary from setting up the tent 

to animate the children and help with all the circus related tasks for 6 months. 

Each week the circus travels to another small village. They live in caravans and buses during 

the tour and work and live together like a big family. The EVS volunteer is incorporated in the 

base team and his/her creativity is needed. The main work is the circus animation with 

children and youth. The volunteer will practice with young people different circus elements 

and at the end of the week the children always present their newly created show in the circus 

tent in front of many spectators consisting of family and community members. The volunteer 

also helps set the circus tent, do technical stuff, crafts and housework and play in the small 

circus band. 

 

Accommodation: Simple living conditions! You’ll live in a circus trailer during the tour and 

most of the times use the sanitary arrangements of the schools (group showers etc.), the 

kitchen is set in a trailer. 

 

Requirements: You have to enjoy working with children and youth. You must respect the 

wishes and ideas of the children and try to provide an excellent experience for them. This 

year we’re looking specifically for a male volunteer as we need someone strong to help 

setting up the tent. If someone has artistic, musical or theatrical skills, this will be taken into 

account during the selection. It is important that the volunteer can integrate and feel at home 

in the circus life, which sometimes can be demanding (extended working hours, simple living 

conditions). 

 

 

A3: Asylum Centers in Valais, Switzerland (3 volunteers (March 1st 2018 – February 28th 2019) 

 

The Asylum Office of the canton of Valais provides several centers in the region, where 

asylum seekers live, work and get education during the time they wait for their decision for a 

stay permit. The Asylum Office will host 3 volunteers. While two of them will work in “RADOS” 

in Sion, the other two will work in “Le Botza” in close-by Vétroz. “RADOS” is the center for 

unaccompanied minor refugees, “Le Botza” the centre for social and professional integration 

for refugees. 2 volunteers at “Le Botza” will have the opportunity to support the refugees in 

different workshops (restoration, carpenter, gardening, refurbishing, language and computer 

courses, cooking and housekeeping courses, sports etc.) and help them getting prepared for 

the Swiss job market. At “RADOS” the other 2 volunteers will be responsible for the 

entertainment and organisation of activities for unaccompanied minor refugees. They will 

also support the first registration office, which is located in the same building and is 

responsible for newly arrive refugees in the canton Valais. One task for both centers will be to 

help accompany the refugees to appointments (i.e. with doctor/ administrations), help with 

childcare, support some administrative work and organize events for the refugees. 

 

Accommodation: The volunteers will live in two shared apartments in Sion (outside the 

asylum centers), including bath and kitchen. 

 



Requirements: As asylum seekers often suffer(ed) from very stressful experiences, the 

volunteer mustn't be racist or xenophobe in any kind of way. A criminal background check is 

obligatory. Candidates with experience in the described activities above will have an 

advantage in the selection process. 

 

 

A4: Peace Council Zurich, Switzerland, 1 volunteer for 12 months (August 1st 2018 – July 31st 

2019) 

 

The Swiss Peace Council is a small peace organization that publishes a magazine and organizes 

different events on international peace and conflict prevention topics. 1 volunteer will 

accompany the production of the magazine, help with research and maintain the online part 

of the organization. 

The office is located in Zurich, the largest Swiss city. The volunteer will work together with the 

publisher and head of Peace Council Zurich, occasionally with board members, a co-worker 

(former EVS-volunteer) and other local working groups in Zurich. Occasionally they will work 

in the SCI Switzerland office in Berne as part of cooperation between these two organizations. 

The tasks will be adapted to the knowledge and interest of the volunteer: Organization of 

(own) events, updating / refurbishing the online part of the organization (website/social 

media), assisting in research on peace topics for the quarterly published peace magazine, 

supporting the writing (in German), layouting and publishing of the latter. One aim of the 

project is the knowledge exchange concerning peace topics between the Peace Council and 

SCI Switzerland. 

 

Accommodation: The volunteer will either stay in a room with a host family or a room in a 

shared flat in Zurich. 

 

Requirements: To be able to work in the publishing process of the magazine, a fair amount of 

German language skills is required as well as English for the research activities. It’s also good 

to have abilities to maintain the online part of the organization (Wordpress-CMS-website and 

Facebook), but not mandatory. As the staff of the Peace Council is in their second part of life, 

they're looking forward to a young and innovative person who has some knowledge with 

social media to reach out for the younger generation to get them more involved into peace 

topics. 

 

 

A5: SCI Switzerland, Placement officer in SCI office in Berne (January 1st 2018 – December 31st 

2018) 

 

SCI Switzerland is a peace organization, which is organizing 20 workcamps with around 150 

international volunteers every year. 100 volunteers from Switzerland are participating every 

year in camps abroad. There are currently 4 staff members working part time and EVS 

volunteers in the office. 

 



The main task of the placement officer is the placement of short-term volunteers in 

workcamps in Switzerland and abroad. You will also be involved in workcamp planning & 

publication, in helping the staff with the conception and realization of workshops and 

preparation weekends intended for the future participants of the workcamps and in 

workcamp evaluation. In these activities you receive the opportunity to get used to informal 

learning methods and to experience the role of a trainer. During workcamp season the two 

EVS volunteers will also have the possibility to visit projects themselves and even take part in 

one workcamp as a camp coordinator. Furthermore, you can also develop your own 

projects/research/activities on a specific topic according to your skills & interests. 

 

Accommodation: For your accommodation SCI looks for a host (family) where a room and 

food is provided or as a backup we rent a room in the campus and you get a budget for food. 

Lunch during the week is usually prepared among the people in the SCI office. 

 

Requirements: You are between 18-30 years old and available for the full period of 2018. You 

have good knowledge in English and French plus ideally also in German and Italian. You share 

SCI values, are motivated for the work with young people and volunteers from different 

cultures, and interested in office work! 

 

 

A6: Schloss Glarisegg, Steckborn, Switzerland, 2 volunteers for 10 months (February 1st 2018 – 

November 30st 2018) 

 

In 2018, we can offer two vacancies from the 1st of February until the 30th of November. The 

project is about working in the permaculture garden of our ecovillage in North-eastern 

Switzerland, as well as living in the ecovillage. We are an intentional community of 

approximately 35 adults and 15 children, situated directly between the shore of a beautiful 

big lake and a forest – and still close to nice cities. For further information please visit : 

The website of our project: www.permakultur-bodensee.ch 

The website of the ecovillage: www.schloss-glarisegg.ch 

Experiences by former EVS volunteers: http://www.permakultur-bodensee.ch/european-

voluntary-service-evs/ 

 

The main voluntary work within the project is about permaculture gardening. Most of your 

working time, you will be involved in the garden, preparing beds, sowing, planting, harvesting, 

looking after our ducks and chickens, etc. You will experience one entire season from the 

beginning to the end. It is a great opportunity to learn about gardening, self-suppliance with 

vegetables and permaculture. It will be the fifth time for us to welcome volunteers and we 

are really looking forward to you. We have seen how volunteers profit a lot from their 

experiences when they stay with us. Many say that they learn a lot about themselves, about 

communication and about living and working together. 
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