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Studio Rio: 'Brazil Connection'

Back in the early late 1990s, before the proliferation of
high-speed modems and iTunes, I spent most Saturday
mornings at Tower Records near New York's Lincoln Center.
The large corner store had lots of listening stations in
different sections, so you could use headphones to audit
new music before buying. Toward the back of the first floor,
just before the international section, there was an aisle
devoted to house, techno and other dance forms. [Photo
above, from left, Frank and Christian Berman]

In 2001, Verve opened its vaults to DJs and producers like
Rae & Christian and Mark De Clive-Lowe, who remixed classic
jazz tracks with big synth beats, samples and loops. Songs
like Shirley Horn's Return to Paradise, Billie Holiday's Strange
Fruit and Ella Fitzgerald's Wait Till You See Him were dipped
into an electronica bath, emerging virtually unrecognizable.
In truth, the results were an abomination, with the vocals
chopped into hiccups and stutters timed to match the
beats. It was like watching someone apply graffiti to fine
art. None of the songs on Verve Remixed Vol. 1 or the
installments that followed were worthy nor did they hold up.
They had zero respect for the originals, turning the vocals
into zombie tracks. The singers sound drugged, as if in a
daze.

So when Studio Rio's The Brazil Connection (Sony) crossed
my desk a few weeks ago, I was suspect. Oh no, I thought,
here goes another tasteless mauling of great music.
Scanning the track list, I was surprised to see jazz vocals
and hit soul recordings like Sly and the Family Stone's Family
Affair, Marvin Gaye's Sexual Healing and Bill Withers's Lovely
Day along with Mel Torme's I've Got You Under My Skin, Nina
Simone's I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free and
Billie Holiday's You've Changed from her Lady in Satin
album.

Wow, I thought, not only are they going to wreck jazz
classics but soul standards as well. I popped on the CD and
clicked on Family Affair. Much to my amazement, the music
sounded great. So great, in fact, I assumed that Sly and his
sister Rose's vocals were done by impersonators. What
made the track so scary is that the vocals were left
unmarred while the original drum box and wah-wah
instrumental was replaced by a spirited bossa nova. And not
just any bossa. The music sounded sophisticated and smart.

What Studio Rio did is to lift only the vocals with Sony's
blessing (all of the music is from Sony's catalog) and then
have Brazilian studio musicians in Rio write arrangements
and play them along with the original vocals. The results are
breathtaking, tasteful and seamless. I next jumped to
Torme's I've Go You Under My Skin. Gorgeous. Then came
Holiday's You've Changed. My goodness, a bossa nova was a
splendid substitute for Ray Ellis's original arrangement from
1958.

When I interviewed Frank Berman, who produced the album
with his brother Christian, for TThe Wall Street Journalhe Wall Street Journal, he
told me that was the point—to make listeners worldwide
aware that all music is connected. "Bossa nova is an art
form in Rio and, when applied correctly, works with
anything, especially jazz and soul," he said.

This versions on this album aren't replacements for the
originals but fascinating and fun alternatives. I don't say this
often, but I guarantee you're going to love it.

JazzWax tracks:JazzWax tracks: You'll find Studio Rio's The Brazil
Connection herehere.

JazzWax clip:JazzWax clip: Here'sHere's Billie
Holiday singing You've Changed,
with a new arrangement by
Torcuato Mariano, with Mariano
on guitar, Paulo Calasans on bass,
Paulo Braga on drums, Pretinho
Da Serrinha on percussion, Jessé
Sadoc on trumpet and flugelhorn, and Marcelo Martins on
flute...
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Weekend Wax Bits

Want to comment on my JazzWax posts? Want to share
your thoughts and more information with readers? Simply
go to my Facebook page at "Marc JazzWax Myers." Each
day at around 8 a.m., I post a link and a few lines to get the
conversation going. Looking forward to seeing you there
and reading your thoughts. [Photo above: Platon, North
Kivu, Eastern Congo, by Richard Mosse,Richard Mosse, 2012]

Prestige Records.Prestige Records. To celebrate its 65th anniversary,
Prestige is serving up a series of mini-documentary YouTube
videos celebrating its artists and albums. The videos were
created by Bret Primack. Here'sHere's one on Coleman Hawkins...

 

More Sam Donahue.More Sam Donahue. In the wake of my post last week on
swing bandleader and saxophonist Sam Donahue, Garth
Miller sent along a YouTube clipclip that provides more detail
about Donahue's Navy band...

 

Bob Dorough in New York.Bob Dorough in New York. I last posted about Bob herehere.
Next Thursday, June 26, singer, songwriter and pianist will
be appearing at The Players on Gramercy Park South. For
more information, go herehere. For tickets, go herehere.

West Coast jazz concert.West Coast jazz concert. To celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic (JATP)
concert, Ken Poston and the Los Angeles Jazz Institute are
holding a concert on July 2 at the Clive Davis Theater at the
Grammy Museum in Los Angeles. The very first JATP
concert was held on Sunday, July 2, 1944, at the
Philharmonic Auditorium, just a few blocks away. Performing
will be Arturo Sandoval, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, Bill
Watrous, Carl Saunders, Scott Whitfield, Tom Ranier, James
Leary and Clayton Cameron. For more information, go herehere.
For tickets, call (562) 200-5477.

Ian Carey radio.Ian Carey radio. On Sunday, jazz saxophonist and educator
Bill Kirchner will host Jazz From the Archives, featuring the
music of Ian Carey, a San Francisco-based trumpeter,
composer and arranger. The show will air from 11 p.m. to
midnight (EDT). To listen on your computer from anywhere
in the world, go herehere.

The Civilized Cinema.The Civilized Cinema. In the early 1960s, London was
going through a music upheaval. The country didn't have
independent radio the way the U.S. did, so much of what
you learned about the current music scene you read in
magazines or heard about from friends. Then you tried to
hear the music live or in record stores. Traditional (or
"Trad") jazz was still popular, as was skiffle, a popular
Anglican folk-hillbilly movement. But American rockabilly was
gaining ground, as was R&B, blues and new home-grown big-
beat sounds from Manchester, Liverpool and other major
cities in Britain. Teens took sides, with "rockers" dressing in
leather, "mods" dressed in preppie attire and "Teddies"
dressing as Edwardian dandies. The different factions often
clashed on public streets and had to be kept apart by the
police.

This provides a bit of a backdrop to the 1960 film Jazz
Boat, starring Anthony Newley, with background music by
Britain's Ted Heath. Directed by Ken Hughes, Jazz BoatJazz Boat
comes to us courtesy of reader John Cooper. Dig the
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross-like vocals over the opening
credits...

   

Oddball album cover of the week.Oddball album cover of the week.

Gracious living? Not sure if the dance took place in the
kitchen or someplace else before they retired to this
lipstick-floored space for dessert. It seems two guys have
been put to work while one has weaseled out of lending a
hand by lighting a woman's cigarette and another has
conveniently just arrived. The big mystery is what the
aproned fellow with the smirk is saying by holding his hands
just so. "Hey, uh, Bob. Wow, you caught me. Gosh, I feel
about yay big right now."
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Interview: Frankie Valli

I grew up in the 1960s on the streets of Washington
Heights in Manhattan. In the summer, no one went away to
camp. You had your bike, your baseball cards, change for
Stein's Candy Store and a bathing suit. That was it, and that
was all you needed. Some of my fondest summer memories
were spent standing under a park sprinkler on a hot
afternoon waiting for the Good Humor truck to show up so I
could buy a Popsicle shaped like a rocket. I didn't even know
what the country looked like, let alone a country house. The
closest we came to getting out of the city was sitting in the
back of a parent's car on a Saturday afternoon as it drove
across the George Washington Bridge to New Jersey's
Palisades Amusement Park. [Pictured above, Frankie Valli]

At home at night, we didn't have air conditioning. You took
a shower, left yourself dripping wet and turned on a big
square fan. Then you jumped into bed with a damp
washcloth in case you got hot and fell asleep to the thump-
thump of the fan's big blade. Like many kids, I listened to a
transistor radio under my pillow that was set to WABC.
From there, my imagination went wherever DJs named Dan
Daniels, Harry Harrison, Dan Ingram and Cousin Brucie took
me.

The band that reminds me most of those days is Frankie
Valli and the Four Seasons, not the Beatles or the Stones. In
fact, you heard the Four Seasons so often where I lived they
were practically part of the family. In my neighborhood, they
were ingrained in the cultural landscape, like Nok-Hockey,
deli hot dogs with the strings still on them, red Schwinn
bikes, a free cookie at the bakery and the smell of exploded
caps.

The Four Seasons were always on the radio in New York
back then, and sometimes you could see them perform at
Palisades during evening concerts sponsored by WABC.
Frankie's falsetto and pleading song themes (Rag Doll, Walk
Like a Man, Candy Girl, Marcie, Big Man in Town, etc.) made
perfect sense if you were a kid growing up in New York. I
saw young guys like him at the pizza shop all the time
telling the pizza guy when to take their slices out of the
oven, dabbing off the oil gingerly with a napkin, and ordering
grape drinks that were mixing all day in clear fountain units.
In the early '60s, you were a kid until you looked like an
adult and then you dressed like an adult. There was no
youth culture then in New York—no red-striped short-
sleeved shirts like the Beach Boys wore, no collarless
Beatles jackets or blue suits with white piping like the
Temptations. In the city, it was just grownup sharkskin
jackets, open shirts, cotton turtlenecks and pointy black
shoes.

Frankie Valli's voice came in and out of my life at critical
turning points: Opus 17 (Don't You Worry 'bout Me) in
1966, Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You in 1967, Who Loves
You in 1975, Swearin' to God in 1976 and Grease in 1978.
All of the songs stood for the same thing—the hipness and
familiarity of living in New York and surviving all the stuff to
say you did. Like the sound of squealing subway cars, the
green city buses with cat ears, and the ding-ding-ding of
change being fed into pay phones, Frankie Valli's high voice
and sincerity along with the Four Seasons' tight harmony
was an omnipresent sound of my youth. It was never not
there.

So it was a joy when I finally had an opportunity to interview
Frankie a couple of weeks ago for today's "House Call"
column in the Mansion section of The Wall Street Journal.
With Clint Eastwood's Jersey Boys movie opening today, I
wondered what life was like for Frankie growing up at the
Stephen Crane Village projects in Newark, N.J. You can read
my interview herehere.

It's always an honor and privilege to interview artists for
The Wall Street Journal and take readers along for the ride.
But with Frankie, it was personal. Fortunately I didn't have
to turn on a fan while wet to write. Some things have
changed. [Above, Frankie Valli by Brad Trent for The Wall
Street Journal]

Here'sHere's Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons singing Who
Loves You in 1975...

Wait, there's more!Wait, there's more! In today's Wall Street Journal, I have
three other articles you may enjoy: A new bossa nova album
is coming next week that uses the original vocals from
American soul and jazz hits (here); six cities in the U.S. and
Europe that gave birth to music styles are still going strong
(herehere); and an interview with Patrick Carney of the Black
Keys on how the band's new album, Turn Blue (Nonesuch),
was recorded (herehere).
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Studio Rio: 'Brazil Connection'

Back in the early late 1990s, before the proliferation of
high-speed modems and iTunes, I spent most Saturday
mornings at Tower Records near New York's Lincoln Center.
The large corner store had lots of listening stations in
different sections, so you could use headphones to audit
new music before buying. Toward the back of the first floor,
just before the international section, there was an aisle
devoted to house, techno and other dance forms. [Photo
above, from left, Frank and Christian Berman]

In 2001, Verve opened its vaults to DJs and producers like
Rae & Christian and Mark De Clive-Lowe, who remixed classic
jazz tracks with big synth beats, samples and loops. Songs
like Shirley Horn's Return to Paradise, Billie Holiday's Strange
Fruit and Ella Fitzgerald's Wait Till You See Him were dipped
into an electronica bath, emerging virtually unrecognizable.
In truth, the results were an abomination, with the vocals
chopped into hiccups and stutters timed to match the
beats. It was like watching someone apply graffiti to fine
art. None of the songs on Verve Remixed Vol. 1 or the
installments that followed were worthy nor did they hold up.
They had zero respect for the originals, turning the vocals
into zombie tracks. The singers sound drugged, as if in a
daze.

So when Studio Rio's The Brazil Connection (Sony) crossed
my desk a few weeks ago, I was suspect. Oh no, I thought,
here goes another tasteless mauling of great music.
Scanning the track list, I was surprised to see jazz vocals
and hit soul recordings like Sly and the Family Stone's Family
Affair, Marvin Gaye's Sexual Healing and Bill Withers's Lovely
Day along with Mel Torme's I've Got You Under My Skin, Nina
Simone's I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free and
Billie Holiday's You've Changed from her Lady in Satin
album.

Wow, I thought, not only are they going to wreck jazz
classics but soul standards as well. I popped on the CD and
clicked on Family Affair. Much to my amazement, the music
sounded great. So great, in fact, I assumed that Sly and his
sister Rose's vocals were done by impersonators. What
made the track so scary is that the vocals were left
unmarred while the original drum box and wah-wah
instrumental was replaced by a spirited bossa nova. And not
just any bossa. The music sounded sophisticated and smart.

What Studio Rio did is to lift only the vocals with Sony's
blessing (all of the music is from Sony's catalog) and then
have Brazilian studio musicians in Rio write arrangements
and play them along with the original vocals. The results are
breathtaking, tasteful and seamless. I next jumped to
Torme's I've Go You Under My Skin. Gorgeous. Then came
Holiday's You've Changed. My goodness, a bossa nova was a
splendid substitute for Ray Ellis's original arrangement from
1958.

When I interviewed Frank Berman, who produced the album
with his brother Christian, for TThe Wall Street Journalhe Wall Street Journal, he
told me that was the point—to make listeners worldwide
aware that all music is connected. "Bossa nova is an art
form in Rio and, when applied correctly, works with
anything, especially jazz and soul," he said.

This versions on this album aren't replacements for the
originals but fascinating and fun alternatives. I don't say this
often, but I guarantee you're going to love it.

JazzWax tracks:JazzWax tracks: You'll find Studio Rio's The Brazil
Connection herehere.

JazzWax clip:JazzWax clip: Here'sHere's Billie
Holiday singing You've Changed,
with a new arrangement by
Torcuato Mariano, with Mariano
on guitar, Paulo Calasans on bass,
Paulo Braga on drums, Pretinho
Da Serrinha on percussion, Jessé
Sadoc on trumpet and flugelhorn, and Marcelo Martins on
flute...
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Weekend Wax Bits

Want to comment on my JazzWax posts? Want to share
your thoughts and more information with readers? Simply
go to my Facebook page at "Marc JazzWax Myers." Each
day at around 8 a.m., I post a link and a few lines to get the
conversation going. Looking forward to seeing you there
and reading your thoughts. [Photo above: Platon, North
Kivu, Eastern Congo, by Richard Mosse,Richard Mosse, 2012]

Prestige Records.Prestige Records. To celebrate its 65th anniversary,
Prestige is serving up a series of mini-documentary YouTube
videos celebrating its artists and albums. The videos were
created by Bret Primack. Here'sHere's one on Coleman Hawkins...

 

More Sam Donahue.More Sam Donahue. In the wake of my post last week on
swing bandleader and saxophonist Sam Donahue, Garth
Miller sent along a YouTube clipclip that provides more detail
about Donahue's Navy band...

 

Bob Dorough in New York.Bob Dorough in New York. I last posted about Bob herehere.
Next Thursday, June 26, singer, songwriter and pianist will
be appearing at The Players on Gramercy Park South. For
more information, go herehere. For tickets, go herehere.

West Coast jazz concert.West Coast jazz concert. To celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic (JATP)
concert, Ken Poston and the Los Angeles Jazz Institute are
holding a concert on July 2 at the Clive Davis Theater at the
Grammy Museum in Los Angeles. The very first JATP
concert was held on Sunday, July 2, 1944, at the
Philharmonic Auditorium, just a few blocks away. Performing
will be Arturo Sandoval, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, Bill
Watrous, Carl Saunders, Scott Whitfield, Tom Ranier, James
Leary and Clayton Cameron. For more information, go herehere.
For tickets, call (562) 200-5477.

Ian Carey radio.Ian Carey radio. On Sunday, jazz saxophonist and educator
Bill Kirchner will host Jazz From the Archives, featuring the
music of Ian Carey, a San Francisco-based trumpeter,
composer and arranger. The show will air from 11 p.m. to
midnight (EDT). To listen on your computer from anywhere
in the world, go herehere.

The Civilized Cinema.The Civilized Cinema. In the early 1960s, London was
going through a music upheaval. The country didn't have
independent radio the way the U.S. did, so much of what
you learned about the current music scene you read in
magazines or heard about from friends. Then you tried to
hear the music live or in record stores. Traditional (or
"Trad") jazz was still popular, as was skiffle, a popular
Anglican folk-hillbilly movement. But American rockabilly was
gaining ground, as was R&B, blues and new home-grown big-
beat sounds from Manchester, Liverpool and other major
cities in Britain. Teens took sides, with "rockers" dressing in
leather, "mods" dressed in preppie attire and "Teddies"
dressing as Edwardian dandies. The different factions often
clashed on public streets and had to be kept apart by the
police.

This provides a bit of a backdrop to the 1960 film Jazz
Boat, starring Anthony Newley, with background music by
Britain's Ted Heath. Directed by Ken Hughes, Jazz BoatJazz Boat
comes to us courtesy of reader John Cooper. Dig the
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross-like vocals over the opening
credits...

   

Oddball album cover of the week.Oddball album cover of the week.

Gracious living? Not sure if the dance took place in the
kitchen or someplace else before they retired to this
lipstick-floored space for dessert. It seems two guys have
been put to work while one has weaseled out of lending a
hand by lighting a woman's cigarette and another has
conveniently just arrived. The big mystery is what the
aproned fellow with the smirk is saying by holding his hands
just so. "Hey, uh, Bob. Wow, you caught me. Gosh, I feel
about yay big right now."
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Interview: Frankie Valli

I grew up in the 1960s on the streets of Washington
Heights in Manhattan. In the summer, no one went away to
camp. You had your bike, your baseball cards, change for
Stein's Candy Store and a bathing suit. That was it, and that
was all you needed. Some of my fondest summer memories
were spent standing under a park sprinkler on a hot
afternoon waiting for the Good Humor truck to show up so I
could buy a Popsicle shaped like a rocket. I didn't even know
what the country looked like, let alone a country house. The
closest we came to getting out of the city was sitting in the
back of a parent's car on a Saturday afternoon as it drove
across the George Washington Bridge to New Jersey's
Palisades Amusement Park. [Pictured above, Frankie Valli]

At home at night, we didn't have air conditioning. You took
a shower, left yourself dripping wet and turned on a big
square fan. Then you jumped into bed with a damp
washcloth in case you got hot and fell asleep to the thump-
thump of the fan's big blade. Like many kids, I listened to a
transistor radio under my pillow that was set to WABC.
From there, my imagination went wherever DJs named Dan
Daniels, Harry Harrison, Dan Ingram and Cousin Brucie took
me.

The band that reminds me most of those days is Frankie
Valli and the Four Seasons, not the Beatles or the Stones. In
fact, you heard the Four Seasons so often where I lived they
were practically part of the family. In my neighborhood, they
were ingrained in the cultural landscape, like Nok-Hockey,
deli hot dogs with the strings still on them, red Schwinn
bikes, a free cookie at the bakery and the smell of exploded
caps.

The Four Seasons were always on the radio in New York
back then, and sometimes you could see them perform at
Palisades during evening concerts sponsored by WABC.
Frankie's falsetto and pleading song themes (Rag Doll, Walk
Like a Man, Candy Girl, Marcie, Big Man in Town, etc.) made
perfect sense if you were a kid growing up in New York. I
saw young guys like him at the pizza shop all the time
telling the pizza guy when to take their slices out of the
oven, dabbing off the oil gingerly with a napkin, and ordering
grape drinks that were mixing all day in clear fountain units.
In the early '60s, you were a kid until you looked like an
adult and then you dressed like an adult. There was no
youth culture then in New York—no red-striped short-
sleeved shirts like the Beach Boys wore, no collarless
Beatles jackets or blue suits with white piping like the
Temptations. In the city, it was just grownup sharkskin
jackets, open shirts, cotton turtlenecks and pointy black
shoes.

Frankie Valli's voice came in and out of my life at critical
turning points: Opus 17 (Don't You Worry 'bout Me) in
1966, Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You in 1967, Who Loves
You in 1975, Swearin' to God in 1976 and Grease in 1978.
All of the songs stood for the same thing—the hipness and
familiarity of living in New York and surviving all the stuff to
say you did. Like the sound of squealing subway cars, the
green city buses with cat ears, and the ding-ding-ding of
change being fed into pay phones, Frankie Valli's high voice
and sincerity along with the Four Seasons' tight harmony
was an omnipresent sound of my youth. It was never not
there.

So it was a joy when I finally had an opportunity to interview
Frankie a couple of weeks ago for today's "House Call"
column in the Mansion section of The Wall Street Journal.
With Clint Eastwood's Jersey Boys movie opening today, I
wondered what life was like for Frankie growing up at the
Stephen Crane Village projects in Newark, N.J. You can read
my interview herehere.

It's always an honor and privilege to interview artists for
The Wall Street Journal and take readers along for the ride.
But with Frankie, it was personal. Fortunately I didn't have
to turn on a fan while wet to write. Some things have
changed. [Above, Frankie Valli by Brad Trent for The Wall
Street Journal]

Here'sHere's Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons singing Who
Loves You in 1975...

Wait, there's more!Wait, there's more! In today's Wall Street Journal, I have
three other articles you may enjoy: A new bossa nova album
is coming next week that uses the original vocals from
American soul and jazz hits (here); six cities in the U.S. and
Europe that gave birth to music styles are still going strong
(herehere); and an interview with Patrick Carney of the Black
Keys on how the band's new album, Turn Blue (Nonesuch),
was recorded (herehere).
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Studio Rio: 'Brazil Connection'

Back in the early late 1990s, before the proliferation of
high-speed modems and iTunes, I spent most Saturday
mornings at Tower Records near New York's Lincoln Center.
The large corner store had lots of listening stations in
different sections, so you could use headphones to audit
new music before buying. Toward the back of the first floor,
just before the international section, there was an aisle
devoted to house, techno and other dance forms. [Photo
above, from left, Frank and Christian Berman]

In 2001, Verve opened its vaults to DJs and producers like
Rae & Christian and Mark De Clive-Lowe, who remixed classic
jazz tracks with big synth beats, samples and loops. Songs
like Shirley Horn's Return to Paradise, Billie Holiday's Strange
Fruit and Ella Fitzgerald's Wait Till You See Him were dipped
into an electronica bath, emerging virtually unrecognizable.
In truth, the results were an abomination, with the vocals
chopped into hiccups and stutters timed to match the
beats. It was like watching someone apply graffiti to fine
art. None of the songs on Verve Remixed Vol. 1 or the
installments that followed were worthy nor did they hold up.
They had zero respect for the originals, turning the vocals
into zombie tracks. The singers sound drugged, as if in a
daze.

So when Studio Rio's The Brazil Connection (Sony) crossed
my desk a few weeks ago, I was suspect. Oh no, I thought,
here goes another tasteless mauling of great music.
Scanning the track list, I was surprised to see jazz vocals
and hit soul recordings like Sly and the Family Stone's Family
Affair, Marvin Gaye's Sexual Healing and Bill Withers's Lovely
Day along with Mel Torme's I've Got You Under My Skin, Nina
Simone's I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free and
Billie Holiday's You've Changed from her Lady in Satin
album.

Wow, I thought, not only are they going to wreck jazz
classics but soul standards as well. I popped on the CD and
clicked on Family Affair. Much to my amazement, the music
sounded great. So great, in fact, I assumed that Sly and his
sister Rose's vocals were done by impersonators. What
made the track so scary is that the vocals were left
unmarred while the original drum box and wah-wah
instrumental was replaced by a spirited bossa nova. And not
just any bossa. The music sounded sophisticated and smart.

What Studio Rio did is to lift only the vocals with Sony's
blessing (all of the music is from Sony's catalog) and then
have Brazilian studio musicians in Rio write arrangements
and play them along with the original vocals. The results are
breathtaking, tasteful and seamless. I next jumped to
Torme's I've Go You Under My Skin. Gorgeous. Then came
Holiday's You've Changed. My goodness, a bossa nova was a
splendid substitute for Ray Ellis's original arrangement from
1958.

When I interviewed Frank Berman, who produced the album
with his brother Christian, for TThe Wall Street Journalhe Wall Street Journal, he
told me that was the point—to make listeners worldwide
aware that all music is connected. "Bossa nova is an art
form in Rio and, when applied correctly, works with
anything, especially jazz and soul," he said.

This versions on this album aren't replacements for the
originals but fascinating and fun alternatives. I don't say this
often, but I guarantee you're going to love it.

JazzWax tracks:JazzWax tracks: You'll find Studio Rio's The Brazil
Connection herehere.

JazzWax clip:JazzWax clip: Here'sHere's Billie
Holiday singing You've Changed,
with a new arrangement by
Torcuato Mariano, with Mariano
on guitar, Paulo Calasans on bass,
Paulo Braga on drums, Pretinho
Da Serrinha on percussion, Jessé
Sadoc on trumpet and flugelhorn, and Marcelo Martins on
flute...
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Weekend Wax Bits

Want to comment on my JazzWax posts? Want to share
your thoughts and more information with readers? Simply
go to my Facebook page at "Marc JazzWax Myers." Each
day at around 8 a.m., I post a link and a few lines to get the
conversation going. Looking forward to seeing you there
and reading your thoughts. [Photo above: Platon, North
Kivu, Eastern Congo, by Richard Mosse,Richard Mosse, 2012]

Prestige Records.Prestige Records. To celebrate its 65th anniversary,
Prestige is serving up a series of mini-documentary YouTube
videos celebrating its artists and albums. The videos were
created by Bret Primack. Here'sHere's one on Coleman Hawkins...

 

More Sam Donahue.More Sam Donahue. In the wake of my post last week on
swing bandleader and saxophonist Sam Donahue, Garth
Miller sent along a YouTube clipclip that provides more detail
about Donahue's Navy band...

 

Bob Dorough in New York.Bob Dorough in New York. I last posted about Bob herehere.
Next Thursday, June 26, singer, songwriter and pianist will
be appearing at The Players on Gramercy Park South. For
more information, go herehere. For tickets, go herehere.

West Coast jazz concert.West Coast jazz concert. To celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic (JATP)
concert, Ken Poston and the Los Angeles Jazz Institute are
holding a concert on July 2 at the Clive Davis Theater at the
Grammy Museum in Los Angeles. The very first JATP
concert was held on Sunday, July 2, 1944, at the
Philharmonic Auditorium, just a few blocks away. Performing
will be Arturo Sandoval, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, Bill
Watrous, Carl Saunders, Scott Whitfield, Tom Ranier, James
Leary and Clayton Cameron. For more information, go herehere.
For tickets, call (562) 200-5477.

Ian Carey radio.Ian Carey radio. On Sunday, jazz saxophonist and educator
Bill Kirchner will host Jazz From the Archives, featuring the
music of Ian Carey, a San Francisco-based trumpeter,
composer and arranger. The show will air from 11 p.m. to
midnight (EDT). To listen on your computer from anywhere
in the world, go herehere.

The Civilized Cinema.The Civilized Cinema. In the early 1960s, London was
going through a music upheaval. The country didn't have
independent radio the way the U.S. did, so much of what
you learned about the current music scene you read in
magazines or heard about from friends. Then you tried to
hear the music live or in record stores. Traditional (or
"Trad") jazz was still popular, as was skiffle, a popular
Anglican folk-hillbilly movement. But American rockabilly was
gaining ground, as was R&B, blues and new home-grown big-
beat sounds from Manchester, Liverpool and other major
cities in Britain. Teens took sides, with "rockers" dressing in
leather, "mods" dressed in preppie attire and "Teddies"
dressing as Edwardian dandies. The different factions often
clashed on public streets and had to be kept apart by the
police.

This provides a bit of a backdrop to the 1960 film Jazz
Boat, starring Anthony Newley, with background music by
Britain's Ted Heath. Directed by Ken Hughes, Jazz BoatJazz Boat
comes to us courtesy of reader John Cooper. Dig the
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross-like vocals over the opening
credits...

   

Oddball album cover of the week.Oddball album cover of the week.

Gracious living? Not sure if the dance took place in the
kitchen or someplace else before they retired to this
lipstick-floored space for dessert. It seems two guys have
been put to work while one has weaseled out of lending a
hand by lighting a woman's cigarette and another has
conveniently just arrived. The big mystery is what the
aproned fellow with the smirk is saying by holding his hands
just so. "Hey, uh, Bob. Wow, you caught me. Gosh, I feel
about yay big right now."
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Interview: Frankie Valli

I grew up in the 1960s on the streets of Washington
Heights in Manhattan. In the summer, no one went away to
camp. You had your bike, your baseball cards, change for
Stein's Candy Store and a bathing suit. That was it, and that
was all you needed. Some of my fondest summer memories
were spent standing under a park sprinkler on a hot
afternoon waiting for the Good Humor truck to show up so I
could buy a Popsicle shaped like a rocket. I didn't even know
what the country looked like, let alone a country house. The
closest we came to getting out of the city was sitting in the
back of a parent's car on a Saturday afternoon as it drove
across the George Washington Bridge to New Jersey's
Palisades Amusement Park. [Pictured above, Frankie Valli]

At home at night, we didn't have air conditioning. You took
a shower, left yourself dripping wet and turned on a big
square fan. Then you jumped into bed with a damp
washcloth in case you got hot and fell asleep to the thump-
thump of the fan's big blade. Like many kids, I listened to a
transistor radio under my pillow that was set to WABC.
From there, my imagination went wherever DJs named Dan
Daniels, Harry Harrison, Dan Ingram and Cousin Brucie took
me.

The band that reminds me most of those days is Frankie
Valli and the Four Seasons, not the Beatles or the Stones. In
fact, you heard the Four Seasons so often where I lived they
were practically part of the family. In my neighborhood, they
were ingrained in the cultural landscape, like Nok-Hockey,
deli hot dogs with the strings still on them, red Schwinn
bikes, a free cookie at the bakery and the smell of exploded
caps.

The Four Seasons were always on the radio in New York
back then, and sometimes you could see them perform at
Palisades during evening concerts sponsored by WABC.
Frankie's falsetto and pleading song themes (Rag Doll, Walk
Like a Man, Candy Girl, Marcie, Big Man in Town, etc.) made
perfect sense if you were a kid growing up in New York. I
saw young guys like him at the pizza shop all the time
telling the pizza guy when to take their slices out of the
oven, dabbing off the oil gingerly with a napkin, and ordering
grape drinks that were mixing all day in clear fountain units.
In the early '60s, you were a kid until you looked like an
adult and then you dressed like an adult. There was no
youth culture then in New York—no red-striped short-
sleeved shirts like the Beach Boys wore, no collarless
Beatles jackets or blue suits with white piping like the
Temptations. In the city, it was just grownup sharkskin
jackets, open shirts, cotton turtlenecks and pointy black
shoes.

Frankie Valli's voice came in and out of my life at critical
turning points: Opus 17 (Don't You Worry 'bout Me) in
1966, Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You in 1967, Who Loves
You in 1975, Swearin' to God in 1976 and Grease in 1978.
All of the songs stood for the same thing—the hipness and
familiarity of living in New York and surviving all the stuff to
say you did. Like the sound of squealing subway cars, the
green city buses with cat ears, and the ding-ding-ding of
change being fed into pay phones, Frankie Valli's high voice
and sincerity along with the Four Seasons' tight harmony
was an omnipresent sound of my youth. It was never not
there.

So it was a joy when I finally had an opportunity to interview
Frankie a couple of weeks ago for today's "House Call"
column in the Mansion section of The Wall Street Journal.
With Clint Eastwood's Jersey Boys movie opening today, I
wondered what life was like for Frankie growing up at the
Stephen Crane Village projects in Newark, N.J. You can read
my interview herehere.

It's always an honor and privilege to interview artists for
The Wall Street Journal and take readers along for the ride.
But with Frankie, it was personal. Fortunately I didn't have
to turn on a fan while wet to write. Some things have
changed. [Above, Frankie Valli by Brad Trent for The Wall
Street Journal]

Here'sHere's Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons singing Who
Loves You in 1975...

Wait, there's more!Wait, there's more! In today's Wall Street Journal, I have
three other articles you may enjoy: A new bossa nova album
is coming next week that uses the original vocals from
American soul and jazz hits (here); six cities in the U.S. and
Europe that gave birth to music styles are still going strong
(herehere); and an interview with Patrick Carney of the Black
Keys on how the band's new album, Turn Blue (Nonesuch),
was recorded (herehere).
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Studio Rio: 'Brazil Connection'

Back in the early late 1990s, before the proliferation of
high-speed modems and iTunes, I spent most Saturday
mornings at Tower Records near New York's Lincoln Center.
The large corner store had lots of listening stations in
different sections, so you could use headphones to audit
new music before buying. Toward the back of the first floor,
just before the international section, there was an aisle
devoted to house, techno and other dance forms. [Photo
above, from left, Frank and Christian Berman]

In 2001, Verve opened its vaults to DJs and producers like
Rae & Christian and Mark De Clive-Lowe, who remixed classic
jazz tracks with big synth beats, samples and loops. Songs
like Shirley Horn's Return to Paradise, Billie Holiday's Strange
Fruit and Ella Fitzgerald's Wait Till You See Him were dipped
into an electronica bath, emerging virtually unrecognizable.
In truth, the results were an abomination, with the vocals
chopped into hiccups and stutters timed to match the
beats. It was like watching someone apply graffiti to fine
art. None of the songs on Verve Remixed Vol. 1 or the
installments that followed were worthy nor did they hold up.
They had zero respect for the originals, turning the vocals
into zombie tracks. The singers sound drugged, as if in a
daze.

So when Studio Rio's The Brazil Connection (Sony) crossed
my desk a few weeks ago, I was suspect. Oh no, I thought,
here goes another tasteless mauling of great music.
Scanning the track list, I was surprised to see jazz vocals
and hit soul recordings like Sly and the Family Stone's Family
Affair, Marvin Gaye's Sexual Healing and Bill Withers's Lovely
Day along with Mel Torme's I've Got You Under My Skin, Nina
Simone's I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free and
Billie Holiday's You've Changed from her Lady in Satin
album.

Wow, I thought, not only are they going to wreck jazz
classics but soul standards as well. I popped on the CD and
clicked on Family Affair. Much to my amazement, the music
sounded great. So great, in fact, I assumed that Sly and his
sister Rose's vocals were done by impersonators. What
made the track so scary is that the vocals were left
unmarred while the original drum box and wah-wah
instrumental was replaced by a spirited bossa nova. And not
just any bossa. The music sounded sophisticated and smart.

What Studio Rio did is to lift only the vocals with Sony's
blessing (all of the music is from Sony's catalog) and then
have Brazilian studio musicians in Rio write arrangements
and play them along with the original vocals. The results are
breathtaking, tasteful and seamless. I next jumped to
Torme's I've Go You Under My Skin. Gorgeous. Then came
Holiday's You've Changed. My goodness, a bossa nova was a
splendid substitute for Ray Ellis's original arrangement from
1958.

When I interviewed Frank Berman, who produced the album
with his brother Christian, for TThe Wall Street Journalhe Wall Street Journal, he
told me that was the point—to make listeners worldwide
aware that all music is connected. "Bossa nova is an art
form in Rio and, when applied correctly, works with
anything, especially jazz and soul," he said.

This versions on this album aren't replacements for the
originals but fascinating and fun alternatives. I don't say this
often, but I guarantee you're going to love it.

JazzWax tracks:JazzWax tracks: You'll find Studio Rio's The Brazil
Connection herehere.

JazzWax clip:JazzWax clip: Here'sHere's Billie
Holiday singing You've Changed,
with a new arrangement by
Torcuato Mariano, with Mariano
on guitar, Paulo Calasans on bass,
Paulo Braga on drums, Pretinho
Da Serrinha on percussion, Jessé
Sadoc on trumpet and flugelhorn, and Marcelo Martins on
flute...
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Weekend Wax Bits

Want to comment on my JazzWax posts? Want to share
your thoughts and more information with readers? Simply
go to my Facebook page at "Marc JazzWax Myers." Each
day at around 8 a.m., I post a link and a few lines to get the
conversation going. Looking forward to seeing you there
and reading your thoughts. [Photo above: Platon, North
Kivu, Eastern Congo, by Richard Mosse,Richard Mosse, 2012]

Prestige Records.Prestige Records. To celebrate its 65th anniversary,
Prestige is serving up a series of mini-documentary YouTube
videos celebrating its artists and albums. The videos were
created by Bret Primack. Here'sHere's one on Coleman Hawkins...

 

More Sam Donahue.More Sam Donahue. In the wake of my post last week on
swing bandleader and saxophonist Sam Donahue, Garth
Miller sent along a YouTube clipclip that provides more detail
about Donahue's Navy band...

 

Bob Dorough in New York.Bob Dorough in New York. I last posted about Bob herehere.
Next Thursday, June 26, singer, songwriter and pianist will
be appearing at The Players on Gramercy Park South. For
more information, go herehere. For tickets, go herehere.

West Coast jazz concert.West Coast jazz concert. To celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic (JATP)
concert, Ken Poston and the Los Angeles Jazz Institute are
holding a concert on July 2 at the Clive Davis Theater at the
Grammy Museum in Los Angeles. The very first JATP
concert was held on Sunday, July 2, 1944, at the
Philharmonic Auditorium, just a few blocks away. Performing
will be Arturo Sandoval, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, Bill
Watrous, Carl Saunders, Scott Whitfield, Tom Ranier, James
Leary and Clayton Cameron. For more information, go herehere.
For tickets, call (562) 200-5477.

Ian Carey radio.Ian Carey radio. On Sunday, jazz saxophonist and educator
Bill Kirchner will host Jazz From the Archives, featuring the
music of Ian Carey, a San Francisco-based trumpeter,
composer and arranger. The show will air from 11 p.m. to
midnight (EDT). To listen on your computer from anywhere
in the world, go herehere.

The Civilized Cinema.The Civilized Cinema. In the early 1960s, London was
going through a music upheaval. The country didn't have
independent radio the way the U.S. did, so much of what
you learned about the current music scene you read in
magazines or heard about from friends. Then you tried to
hear the music live or in record stores. Traditional (or
"Trad") jazz was still popular, as was skiffle, a popular
Anglican folk-hillbilly movement. But American rockabilly was
gaining ground, as was R&B, blues and new home-grown big-
beat sounds from Manchester, Liverpool and other major
cities in Britain. Teens took sides, with "rockers" dressing in
leather, "mods" dressed in preppie attire and "Teddies"
dressing as Edwardian dandies. The different factions often
clashed on public streets and had to be kept apart by the
police.

This provides a bit of a backdrop to the 1960 film Jazz
Boat, starring Anthony Newley, with background music by
Britain's Ted Heath. Directed by Ken Hughes, Jazz BoatJazz Boat
comes to us courtesy of reader John Cooper. Dig the
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross-like vocals over the opening
credits...

   

Oddball album cover of the week.Oddball album cover of the week.

Gracious living? Not sure if the dance took place in the
kitchen or someplace else before they retired to this
lipstick-floored space for dessert. It seems two guys have
been put to work while one has weaseled out of lending a
hand by lighting a woman's cigarette and another has
conveniently just arrived. The big mystery is what the
aproned fellow with the smirk is saying by holding his hands
just so. "Hey, uh, Bob. Wow, you caught me. Gosh, I feel
about yay big right now."
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Interview: Frankie Valli

I grew up in the 1960s on the streets of Washington
Heights in Manhattan. In the summer, no one went away to
camp. You had your bike, your baseball cards, change for
Stein's Candy Store and a bathing suit. That was it, and that
was all you needed. Some of my fondest summer memories
were spent standing under a park sprinkler on a hot
afternoon waiting for the Good Humor truck to show up so I
could buy a Popsicle shaped like a rocket. I didn't even know
what the country looked like, let alone a country house. The
closest we came to getting out of the city was sitting in the
back of a parent's car on a Saturday afternoon as it drove
across the George Washington Bridge to New Jersey's
Palisades Amusement Park. [Pictured above, Frankie Valli]

At home at night, we didn't have air conditioning. You took
a shower, left yourself dripping wet and turned on a big
square fan. Then you jumped into bed with a damp
washcloth in case you got hot and fell asleep to the thump-
thump of the fan's big blade. Like many kids, I listened to a
transistor radio under my pillow that was set to WABC.
From there, my imagination went wherever DJs named Dan
Daniels, Harry Harrison, Dan Ingram and Cousin Brucie took
me.

The band that reminds me most of those days is Frankie
Valli and the Four Seasons, not the Beatles or the Stones. In
fact, you heard the Four Seasons so often where I lived they
were practically part of the family. In my neighborhood, they
were ingrained in the cultural landscape, like Nok-Hockey,
deli hot dogs with the strings still on them, red Schwinn
bikes, a free cookie at the bakery and the smell of exploded
caps.

The Four Seasons were always on the radio in New York
back then, and sometimes you could see them perform at
Palisades during evening concerts sponsored by WABC.
Frankie's falsetto and pleading song themes (Rag Doll, Walk
Like a Man, Candy Girl, Marcie, Big Man in Town, etc.) made
perfect sense if you were a kid growing up in New York. I
saw young guys like him at the pizza shop all the time
telling the pizza guy when to take their slices out of the
oven, dabbing off the oil gingerly with a napkin, and ordering
grape drinks that were mixing all day in clear fountain units.
In the early '60s, you were a kid until you looked like an
adult and then you dressed like an adult. There was no
youth culture then in New York—no red-striped short-
sleeved shirts like the Beach Boys wore, no collarless
Beatles jackets or blue suits with white piping like the
Temptations. In the city, it was just grownup sharkskin
jackets, open shirts, cotton turtlenecks and pointy black
shoes.

Frankie Valli's voice came in and out of my life at critical
turning points: Opus 17 (Don't You Worry 'bout Me) in
1966, Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You in 1967, Who Loves
You in 1975, Swearin' to God in 1976 and Grease in 1978.
All of the songs stood for the same thing—the hipness and
familiarity of living in New York and surviving all the stuff to
say you did. Like the sound of squealing subway cars, the
green city buses with cat ears, and the ding-ding-ding of
change being fed into pay phones, Frankie Valli's high voice
and sincerity along with the Four Seasons' tight harmony
was an omnipresent sound of my youth. It was never not
there.

So it was a joy when I finally had an opportunity to interview
Frankie a couple of weeks ago for today's "House Call"
column in the Mansion section of The Wall Street Journal.
With Clint Eastwood's Jersey Boys movie opening today, I
wondered what life was like for Frankie growing up at the
Stephen Crane Village projects in Newark, N.J. You can read
my interview herehere.

It's always an honor and privilege to interview artists for
The Wall Street Journal and take readers along for the ride.
But with Frankie, it was personal. Fortunately I didn't have
to turn on a fan while wet to write. Some things have
changed. [Above, Frankie Valli by Brad Trent for The Wall
Street Journal]

Here'sHere's Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons singing Who
Loves You in 1975...

Wait, there's more!Wait, there's more! In today's Wall Street Journal, I have
three other articles you may enjoy: A new bossa nova album
is coming next week that uses the original vocals from
American soul and jazz hits (here); six cities in the U.S. and
Europe that gave birth to music styles are still going strong
(herehere); and an interview with Patrick Carney of the Black
Keys on how the band's new album, Turn Blue (Nonesuch),
was recorded (herehere).
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Studio Rio: 'Brazil Connection'

Back in the early late 1990s, before the proliferation of
high-speed modems and iTunes, I spent most Saturday
mornings at Tower Records near New York's Lincoln Center.
The large corner store had lots of listening stations in
different sections, so you could use headphones to audit
new music before buying. Toward the back of the first floor,
just before the international section, there was an aisle
devoted to house, techno and other dance forms. [Photo
above, from left, Frank and Christian Berman]

In 2001, Verve opened its vaults to DJs and producers like
Rae & Christian and Mark De Clive-Lowe, who remixed classic
jazz tracks with big synth beats, samples and loops. Songs
like Shirley Horn's Return to Paradise, Billie Holiday's Strange
Fruit and Ella Fitzgerald's Wait Till You See Him were dipped
into an electronica bath, emerging virtually unrecognizable.
In truth, the results were an abomination, with the vocals
chopped into hiccups and stutters timed to match the
beats. It was like watching someone apply graffiti to fine
art. None of the songs on Verve Remixed Vol. 1 or the
installments that followed were worthy nor did they hold up.
They had zero respect for the originals, turning the vocals
into zombie tracks. The singers sound drugged, as if in a
daze.

So when Studio Rio's The Brazil Connection (Sony) crossed
my desk a few weeks ago, I was suspect. Oh no, I thought,
here goes another tasteless mauling of great music.
Scanning the track list, I was surprised to see jazz vocals
and hit soul recordings like Sly and the Family Stone's Family
Affair, Marvin Gaye's Sexual Healing and Bill Withers's Lovely
Day along with Mel Torme's I've Got You Under My Skin, Nina
Simone's I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free and
Billie Holiday's You've Changed from her Lady in Satin
album.

Wow, I thought, not only are they going to wreck jazz
classics but soul standards as well. I popped on the CD and
clicked on Family Affair. Much to my amazement, the music
sounded great. So great, in fact, I assumed that Sly and his
sister Rose's vocals were done by impersonators. What
made the track so scary is that the vocals were left
unmarred while the original drum box and wah-wah
instrumental was replaced by a spirited bossa nova. And not
just any bossa. The music sounded sophisticated and smart.

What Studio Rio did is to lift only the vocals with Sony's
blessing (all of the music is from Sony's catalog) and then
have Brazilian studio musicians in Rio write arrangements
and play them along with the original vocals. The results are
breathtaking, tasteful and seamless. I next jumped to
Torme's I've Go You Under My Skin. Gorgeous. Then came
Holiday's You've Changed. My goodness, a bossa nova was a
splendid substitute for Ray Ellis's original arrangement from
1958.

When I interviewed Frank Berman, who produced the album
with his brother Christian, for TThe Wall Street Journalhe Wall Street Journal, he
told me that was the point—to make listeners worldwide
aware that all music is connected. "Bossa nova is an art
form in Rio and, when applied correctly, works with
anything, especially jazz and soul," he said.

This versions on this album aren't replacements for the
originals but fascinating and fun alternatives. I don't say this
often, but I guarantee you're going to love it.

JazzWax tracks:JazzWax tracks: You'll find Studio Rio's The Brazil
Connection herehere.

JazzWax clip:JazzWax clip: Here'sHere's Billie
Holiday singing You've Changed,
with a new arrangement by
Torcuato Mariano, with Mariano
on guitar, Paulo Calasans on bass,
Paulo Braga on drums, Pretinho
Da Serrinha on percussion, Jessé
Sadoc on trumpet and flugelhorn, and Marcelo Martins on
flute...
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Weekend Wax Bits

Want to comment on my JazzWax posts? Want to share
your thoughts and more information with readers? Simply
go to my Facebook page at "Marc JazzWax Myers." Each
day at around 8 a.m., I post a link and a few lines to get the
conversation going. Looking forward to seeing you there
and reading your thoughts. [Photo above: Platon, North
Kivu, Eastern Congo, by Richard Mosse,Richard Mosse, 2012]

Prestige Records.Prestige Records. To celebrate its 65th anniversary,
Prestige is serving up a series of mini-documentary YouTube
videos celebrating its artists and albums. The videos were
created by Bret Primack. Here'sHere's one on Coleman Hawkins...

 

More Sam Donahue.More Sam Donahue. In the wake of my post last week on
swing bandleader and saxophonist Sam Donahue, Garth
Miller sent along a YouTube clipclip that provides more detail
about Donahue's Navy band...

 

Bob Dorough in New York.Bob Dorough in New York. I last posted about Bob herehere.
Next Thursday, June 26, singer, songwriter and pianist will
be appearing at The Players on Gramercy Park South. For
more information, go herehere. For tickets, go herehere.

West Coast jazz concert.West Coast jazz concert. To celebrate the 70th
Anniversary of the first Jazz at the Philharmonic (JATP)
concert, Ken Poston and the Los Angeles Jazz Institute are
holding a concert on July 2 at the Clive Davis Theater at the
Grammy Museum in Los Angeles. The very first JATP
concert was held on Sunday, July 2, 1944, at the
Philharmonic Auditorium, just a few blocks away. Performing
will be Arturo Sandoval, Don Menza, Pete Christlieb, Bill
Watrous, Carl Saunders, Scott Whitfield, Tom Ranier, James
Leary and Clayton Cameron. For more information, go herehere.
For tickets, call (562) 200-5477.

Ian Carey radio.Ian Carey radio. On Sunday, jazz saxophonist and educator
Bill Kirchner will host Jazz From the Archives, featuring the
music of Ian Carey, a San Francisco-based trumpeter,
composer and arranger. The show will air from 11 p.m. to
midnight (EDT). To listen on your computer from anywhere
in the world, go herehere.

The Civilized Cinema.The Civilized Cinema. In the early 1960s, London was
going through a music upheaval. The country didn't have
independent radio the way the U.S. did, so much of what
you learned about the current music scene you read in
magazines or heard about from friends. Then you tried to
hear the music live or in record stores. Traditional (or
"Trad") jazz was still popular, as was skiffle, a popular
Anglican folk-hillbilly movement. But American rockabilly was
gaining ground, as was R&B, blues and new home-grown big-
beat sounds from Manchester, Liverpool and other major
cities in Britain. Teens took sides, with "rockers" dressing in
leather, "mods" dressed in preppie attire and "Teddies"
dressing as Edwardian dandies. The different factions often
clashed on public streets and had to be kept apart by the
police.

This provides a bit of a backdrop to the 1960 film Jazz
Boat, starring Anthony Newley, with background music by
Britain's Ted Heath. Directed by Ken Hughes, Jazz BoatJazz Boat
comes to us courtesy of reader John Cooper. Dig the
Lambert, Hendricks & Ross-like vocals over the opening
credits...

   

Oddball album cover of the week.Oddball album cover of the week.

Gracious living? Not sure if the dance took place in the
kitchen or someplace else before they retired to this
lipstick-floored space for dessert. It seems two guys have
been put to work while one has weaseled out of lending a
hand by lighting a woman's cigarette and another has
conveniently just arrived. The big mystery is what the
aproned fellow with the smirk is saying by holding his hands
just so. "Hey, uh, Bob. Wow, you caught me. Gosh, I feel
about yay big right now."
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Interview: Frankie Valli

I grew up in the 1960s on the streets of Washington
Heights in Manhattan. In the summer, no one went away to
camp. You had your bike, your baseball cards, change for
Stein's Candy Store and a bathing suit. That was it, and that
was all you needed. Some of my fondest summer memories
were spent standing under a park sprinkler on a hot
afternoon waiting for the Good Humor truck to show up so I
could buy a Popsicle shaped like a rocket. I didn't even know
what the country looked like, let alone a country house. The
closest we came to getting out of the city was sitting in the
back of a parent's car on a Saturday afternoon as it drove
across the George Washington Bridge to New Jersey's
Palisades Amusement Park. [Pictured above, Frankie Valli]

At home at night, we didn't have air conditioning. You took
a shower, left yourself dripping wet and turned on a big
square fan. Then you jumped into bed with a damp
washcloth in case you got hot and fell asleep to the thump-
thump of the fan's big blade. Like many kids, I listened to a
transistor radio under my pillow that was set to WABC.
From there, my imagination went wherever DJs named Dan
Daniels, Harry Harrison, Dan Ingram and Cousin Brucie took
me.

The band that reminds me most of those days is Frankie
Valli and the Four Seasons, not the Beatles or the Stones. In
fact, you heard the Four Seasons so often where I lived they
were practically part of the family. In my neighborhood, they
were ingrained in the cultural landscape, like Nok-Hockey,
deli hot dogs with the strings still on them, red Schwinn
bikes, a free cookie at the bakery and the smell of exploded
caps.

The Four Seasons were always on the radio in New York
back then, and sometimes you could see them perform at
Palisades during evening concerts sponsored by WABC.
Frankie's falsetto and pleading song themes (Rag Doll, Walk
Like a Man, Candy Girl, Marcie, Big Man in Town, etc.) made
perfect sense if you were a kid growing up in New York. I
saw young guys like him at the pizza shop all the time
telling the pizza guy when to take their slices out of the
oven, dabbing off the oil gingerly with a napkin, and ordering
grape drinks that were mixing all day in clear fountain units.
In the early '60s, you were a kid until you looked like an
adult and then you dressed like an adult. There was no
youth culture then in New York—no red-striped short-
sleeved shirts like the Beach Boys wore, no collarless
Beatles jackets or blue suits with white piping like the
Temptations. In the city, it was just grownup sharkskin
jackets, open shirts, cotton turtlenecks and pointy black
shoes.

Frankie Valli's voice came in and out of my life at critical
turning points: Opus 17 (Don't You Worry 'bout Me) in
1966, Can't Take My Eyes Off Of You in 1967, Who Loves
You in 1975, Swearin' to God in 1976 and Grease in 1978.
All of the songs stood for the same thing—the hipness and
familiarity of living in New York and surviving all the stuff to
say you did. Like the sound of squealing subway cars, the
green city buses with cat ears, and the ding-ding-ding of
change being fed into pay phones, Frankie Valli's high voice
and sincerity along with the Four Seasons' tight harmony
was an omnipresent sound of my youth. It was never not
there.

So it was a joy when I finally had an opportunity to interview
Frankie a couple of weeks ago for today's "House Call"
column in the Mansion section of The Wall Street Journal.
With Clint Eastwood's Jersey Boys movie opening today, I
wondered what life was like for Frankie growing up at the
Stephen Crane Village projects in Newark, N.J. You can read
my interview herehere.

It's always an honor and privilege to interview artists for
The Wall Street Journal and take readers along for the ride.
But with Frankie, it was personal. Fortunately I didn't have
to turn on a fan while wet to write. Some things have
changed. [Above, Frankie Valli by Brad Trent for The Wall
Street Journal]

Here'sHere's Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons singing Who
Loves You in 1975...

Wait, there's more!Wait, there's more! In today's Wall Street Journal, I have
three other articles you may enjoy: A new bossa nova album
is coming next week that uses the original vocals from
American soul and jazz hits (here); six cities in the U.S. and
Europe that gave birth to music styles are still going strong
(herehere); and an interview with Patrick Carney of the Black
Keys on how the band's new album, Turn Blue (Nonesuch),
was recorded (herehere).
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Michael Richards 
Sandra Lee 
Doris K. Goodwin 
Los Lonely Boys 
David Crosby 
P. Bogdanovich 
Tara Lipinski 
Bill James 
Mario Buatta 
Piers Morgan 
Bill Wyman 
Maria Kowroski 
J. DeShannon 
Keith Richards 
Andrea Bocelli 
Rachael Ray 
Peter Max 
Magic Sam 
Diana Nyad 
Ricky Skaggs 
Herb Alpert 
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Kareem Ab-Jabbar 
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Pat Conroy 
Robert Glasper 
Harpsichord 
Different Drum 
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Wynton Marsalis 
Tony Bennett 
Tod Williams 
Bobby Orr 
Beatlemania 
Ginger Baker 
Doc Pomus 
Martha Quinn 
Ahmad Jamal 
Allen Toussaint 
Muscle Shoals 
George Wein 
BMI 
Graham Nash 
John Farrell 
Mark Knopfler 
Bill FitzGibbons 
Lee Konitz 
The Clash 
Lewis Black 
Philip Bailey 
Jim McCarty 
Maria Bartiromo 
Paul Anka 
Alice Cooper 
Gladys Knight 
Meredith Viera 
Barbara Cocorcan 
Gloria Gaynor 
Richard Hell 
Ron Isley 
Mario Batali 
Ralph Solecki 
Robert Glasper 
Joan Wasser 
John Cale 
Wendy Williams 
Tony Bennett 
Phil Everly 
Martina Navratilova 
Norm Abram 
Tony Hatch 
Vanna White 
David Crosby 
Sting-Ray 
Joy Behar 
John Fogerty 
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Huey Lewis 
Sonny Rollins 
Four Tops 
Jeff Barry 
Tom Jones 
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Philippe Petit 
Duane Allman 
Mike Stoller 
Mike Stoller 
Jimi Hendrix 
Boz Scaggs 
James Hunter 
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Steven Holl 
Joe Namath 
Tammy Wynette 
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John Cale 
Renzo Piano 
Billie Tsien 
Otis Redding 
'48 AFM Ban 
Remastering 
Holiday CDs '13 
Dave Brubeck 
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Frank Gehry 
Lalo Schifrin 
Elvis Presley 
Richard Meier 
Vlvt Underground 
The Doors 
Wanda Jackson 
James Bond 
Beatles 
Diana Krall 
Pet Shop Boys 
Nick Lowe 
Josh White 
George Martin 
Elvis Presley 
Taj Mahal 
Weil/Mann 
Bill Evans 
Mike Stoller 
Taps 
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Boogaloo 
Johnny Hallyday 
Janis Joplin 
Dayna Kurtz 
Mike McCartney 
Lucero 
Hank O'Neal 
Wes Montgomery 
Robert Glasper 
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Benny Golson 
Rudy V. Gelder 
Roberta Flack 
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Xmas CDs 
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Adam Rudolph 
Sons of Fathers 
Smokey Robinson 
Brian Wilson 
Bill Wyman 
Henry Cobb 
J. DeShannon 
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Jerry Leiber 
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Donald Fagen 
Buddy Holly 
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Marcos Valle 
Booker T. Jones 
Grace Slick 
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Robert Johnson 
Creed Taylor 
Hal Blaine 
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B.B. King 
Bullitt 
Orrin Keepnews 
Dave Brubeck 
Albert Maysles 
Fats Domino 
Dionne Warwick 
Nancy Wilson 
Liberace 
Jerry Lee Lewis 
Sonny Rollins 
Mose Allison 
Lou Donaldson 
Elvis Presley 
Little Richard 
Mad Men Lobbies 
Newport Riot 
Jazz Widows 
Miles Davis 
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Anthony Ortega 
Arno Marsh 
Art D'Lugoff 
B.B. King 
Benny Golson1 
Benny Golson2 
Benny Powell1 
Benny Powell2 
Berry Gordy Jr. 
Betty Bennett 
Bev Kelly 
Beverly Thorne 
Big Jay McNeely1 
Big Jay McNeely2 
Bill Charlap 
Bill Holman 1 
Bill Holman 2 
Bill Holman 3 
Bill Holman 4 
Bill Medley 
Billy Joel 
Billy Taylor 
Bob Brookmeyer 
Bob Freedman 
Bob Whitlock 
Bobby Sanabria 
Bobby Shew1 
Bobby Shew2 
Bonnie Bowden 
Booker T. Jones 
Brian Wilson 
Bret Primack 
Brooks Tegler 
Bud Shank 
Buddy Collette 
Buddy DeFranco 1 
Buddy DeFranco 2 
Buddy DeFranco 3 
Buddy DeFranco 4 
Buddy DeFranco 5 
Buddy DeFranco 6 
Buddy DeFranco 7 
Buddy DeFranco 8 
Buddy DeFranco 9 
Burt Bacharach 
Carol Sloane 
Carol Stevens 
Catherine Howe 
Cedar Walton 
Chantale Gagne 
Chembo Corniel 
Chick Corea 
Chico Hamilton 
Clark Terry 
Chris Connor 
Corky Hale 
Creed Taylor 1 
Creed Taylor 2 
Creed Taylor 3 
Creed Taylor 4 
Creed Taylor 5 
Creed Taylor 6 
Creed Taylor 7 
Dan Morgenstern1 
Dan Morgenstern2 
Danny Bank 1 
Danny Bank 2 
Danny Bank 3 
Danny Bank 4 
Dave Brubeck 
Dave Brubeck2 
Dave Pell 
David Allyn 1 
David Allyn 2 
David Allyn 3 
David Amram 1 
David Amram 2 
David Amram 3 
David Amram 4 
David Amram 5 
David Amram 6 
Denny Zeitlin 
Dick Collins 
Dick Katz 
Dick Hafer 
Dick Hyman 
Dionne Warwick 
Don Friedman 
Don Sebesky 
Donald Fagen 
Doug Ramsey 
Duduka Da Fonseca 
Ed Shaughnessy 
Eddie Bert 
Eddie Floyd 
Ernie Felice 
Fats Domino 
Frank D'Rone 
Fred Seibert 
Gary Burton1 
Gary Burton2 
Gary Burton3 
Gary Burton4 
George Avakian 
George Avakian2 
George Avakian3 
George Martin 
George Wein1 
George Wein2 
Gerald Wilson 
Geri Allen 
Grace Slick 
Grant Stewart 
Gunther Schuller 
Hal Blaine1 
Hal Blaine2 
Hal Blaine3 
Hal McKusick 1 
Hal McKusick 2 
Hal McKusick 3 
Hal McKusick 4 
Hal McKusick 5 
Hal McKusick 6 
Hal McKusick 7 
Hal McKusick 8 
Hal McKusick 9 
Hal McKusick 10 
Hal McKusick 11 
Hal McKusick 12 
Hal McKusick 13 
Hank O'Neal 
Helen Merrill 
Helen Shapiro 
Herb Geller1 
Herb Geller2 
Herb Snitzer 
Herman Leonard 
Howard Rumsey 
Iola Brubeck 
Ira Gitler1 
Ira Gitler2 
Ira Gitler3 
Ithamara Koorax 
Jackie Cain 
Jerry Lee Lewis 
Jim Hall1 
Jim Hall2 
Jimmy Cobb 
Jimmy Heath 
Jimmy Heath2 
Jimmy Wilkins 
Joe Wilder 
John Bunch 
John Levy1 
John Levy2 
John Levy3 
John Scofield1 
John Scofield2 
John Scofield3 
Johnny Mandel1 
Johnny Mandel2 
Johnny Mandel3 
Jon Hendricks 
Junior Mance 
Jordi Pujol 
Kat Anderson 
Lalo Schifrin 
Larry Greene 
Laurie Pepper 1 
Laurie Pepper 2 
Laurie Pepper 3 
Laurie Pepper 4 
Laurie Pepper 5 
Laurie Verchomin 
Lennie Niehaus 
Leon Ware 
Little Richard 
Loren Janes 
Loren Schoenberg 
Lou Donaldson 
Louie Bellson 1 
Louie Bellson 2 
Louis Hayes 
Marcos Valle 
Marian McPartland 
Marion Evans 
Marjorie Hyams 
Marlene VerPlanck 
Marty Morell 
Marty Napoleon 
Marty Sheller 
Mary Vonnie 
Med Flory 
Merdith d'Ambrosio 
M. d'Ambrosio 2 
Mike McCartney 
Mike Stoller 
Mose Allison 
Mundell Lowe 1 
Mundell Lowe 2 
Nancy Wilson1 
Nancy Wilson2 
Nat Hentoff 
Nat Hentoff2 
Orrin Keepnews1 
Orrin Keepnews2 
Paul Bacon1 
Paul Bacon2 
Pete Turner 
Phil Ramone 
Phil Schaap 
Phil Urso 
Phil Woods 
Rachel Rodgers 
Ralph Carmichael 
Ray De Felitta 
Ray Santos 
Rhoda Scott 
Robert Glasper 
Roberta Flack 
Roberto Magris 
Ron Carter 
Ronnell Bright 
Ronnie Cuber 
Roy Haynes1 
Roy Haynes2 
Royce Campbell 
Rudy V. Gelder 
Russ Garcia1 
Russ Garcia2 
Sammy Nestico 
Sandie Shaw 
Sheila Jordan 
Simone 
Smokey Robinson 
Sol Schlinger 
Sonny Rollins 
Sonny Rollins2 
Sonny Rollins3 
Stan Freberg 1 
Stan Freberg 2 
Stanley Cooper 
Stanley Kay 
Sue Raney 
Tad Hershorn 
Ted Gioia1 
Ted Gioia2 
Teddy Charles 1 
Teddy Charles 2 
Teddy Charles 3 
Terry Teachout 
Toni Harper1 
Toni Harper2 
Van Alexander 
Will Friedwald 
Yolande Bavan 
Yusef Lateef 
Wanda Jackson 
Whitey Thomas

Audio Note

Audio clips that appear below
JazzWax posts support
editorial content that links
readers directly to Amazon
and other third-party music
retailers.
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Barry Harris 
Bill Evans1 
Bill Evans2 
Bill Perkins 
Charlie Parker1 
Charlie Parker2 
Charlie Parker3 
Dave Brubeck 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Don Fagerquist 
Don Sleet 
Elvis Presley 
Frank Foster 
Frank Sinatra 
Gil Melle 
Hammond Organ 
Harvey Lavine 
James Brown 
Jimmy Forrest 
Joe Maini 
Lester Young 
Birth of MTV 
Newport Jazz Fest. 
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Zoot Sims 
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Anita O'Day 
Arno Marsh 
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Gene Krupa 
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Herb Ellis1 
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Marty Napoleon 
Mel Torme 
Ray Linn 
Ted Napoleon
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Alex Steinweiss 
Amy Winehouse 
Andre Hodeir 
Andrea True 
Art D'Lugoff 
Barbara Lea 
Bob Brookmeyer 
Bob Willoughby 
Benny Powell 
Billy Taylor 
Bud Shank 
Buddy Collette 
Carol Ventura 
Chris Connor 
Danny Bank 
Dick Katz 
Don Cornelius 
Donna Summer 
Ed Beach 
Ed Thigpen 
Eddie Higgins 
Eddie Locke 
Edgar Villchur 
Frank Foster 
Gene Lees 
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George Shearing 
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Hal McKusick 
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Herman Leonard 
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Herb Ellis 
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Dinah Washington 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Earl Hines 
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Gerry Mulligan 
Gene Krupa 
Geo. Shearing 
Jack Teagarden 
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Sound of Jazz 
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Teddy Wilson 
Terry Gibbs 
Wes Montgomery 
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Yusef Lateef
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Phil Schaap 
Ray De Felitta 
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Russ Neff 
Steve Cerra 
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Tom Reney 
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David B. Johnson 
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Fab 50's Vocalists

Betty Bennett 
Bev Kelly 
Carol Stevens 
Doris Drew 
Jane Fielding 
Linda Lawson 
Marcy Lutes 
Mavis Rivers 
Peggy Connelly 
Thelma Gracen 
Toni Harper 
Vicky Lane 

Artist Sites

Art Blakey 
Art Pepper 
Arturo O'Farrill 
Benny Carter 
Bill Evans 
Brooks Tegler 
Bud Shank 
Charles Mingus 
Chet Baker 
Clifford Brown 
David Amram 
Frank D'Rone 
Frank Wess 
Grant Stewart 
Jackie Paris 
Louie Bellson 
Nelson Riddle 
Pharoah Sanders 
Roberto Magris 
Royce Campbell 
Sal Mosca 
Sonny Rollins 
Teddy Charles 
Tessa Souter 
Warne Marsh 
Yolande Bavan


