UNDERSTANDING
MORMONISM

A search for truth

The dominant narrative is not true; it can't be sustained. The Church has to
absorb all this new information or it will be on very shaky grounds (and
that's what it is trying to do) and it will be a strain for a lot of people.
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FORWARD

When | realized that foundational claims made by the LDS church were false, | chose to leave the faith as a matter
of integrity. This book is the resultof my attempt to understand the doctrineand evolution of the movement from
a non-believing perspective. | have attempted to cite accuratesources and to provide as factual and balanced an
overview as possible. Ifyoudiscoveranyerrors, pleasefeel free to provide feedback to
admin@mormonscholar.orgsothatl canimprove my understandingand this document. Pleaseappreciatethat

Mormonism continues to change and this document is (and will likely always be) a work in progress.

INTRODUCTION

Mormons often feel misunderstood by those who do not sharetheir faith. They may worry that non-believers do

not understand their doctrine.!

This work hopes to introducesignificantbeliefs of Mormonism with some historical contextto aidin better
understanding the Mormon church of yesterday and today. Mormonismis complex, and any singletopic covered
here is generally so complex that it could be the subjectof a book. This book simplyintroduces topics and gives
references for further study. The purpose of this work is not to challenge ones beliefs or “prove” that Mormonism

is made up. There are other resources which serve this purposefor those interested?.

This work does not intend to be exhaustive. Itdoes attempt to make the wealth of material whichis available
more accessible,inalogical narrative, sothatthe reader canunderstand:

e How the official narrativeand the related doctrine of Mormonism has changed over the years

e Earlychurchteachings and doctrines, includingsources for these teachings & how they have evolved
e Polygamy:it's origin, ties to temple ceremonies, and Mormon views of sexuality

e  Mormon culture, doctrines,and how they intertwine.

e  Mormon psychology and the role of testimonies

In many cases the church allows for parallel narratives, with simplified (and factually defunct) versions of the
history being used for the core church teaching materials whileatthe same time having more factual versions
availablein obscure publications for those members who aremore interested in history. Through the 2" half of
the 20t century, the historically accurateversions have been marginalized i n the correlated Sunday environment.

This will beexplored, as well as impetus and change inrhetoric since2010.
The Church’s history can broadly be broken up into the following periods:

1) 1800-1844:- Joseph Smith: Foundations of Mormonism and the start of Polygamy.

2) 1844-1890: Growth and formalization of the movement and Polygamy.

3) 1890-1930: Transitioningaway from polygamy and becoming “respectable” and “modern”

4) 1930-1960: Becoming an all-American religion and worldwide expansion

5) 1960s—2000: Corporate Mormonism: Priesthood Consolidation3 and the mass marketing of Mormonism
on aglobal scale.

1 “Much misunderstandingabout The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints revolves around its doctrine”
http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/approaching-mormon-doctrine

2 See http://www.letterformywife.com/ or https://cesletter.org/

3 https://www.lds.org/manual/church-history-in-the-fulness-of-times-student-manual/chapter-forty-three-an-era-
of-correlation-and-consolidation?lang=eng
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6) 2000- Present: Facingthe age of Google.

Whileall of these periods are considered, emphasis is placed on the early period and the modern movement. The
influence of the earlyleaders (especially Joseph Smith and Brigham Young) is crucial tounderstandingthe
movement, and they will receivespecial attention.



MYSTICISM AND ARTIFACTS OF THE EARLY CHURCH

Figure 1 - Possible Photograph of Joseph Smith* Figure 2 - Portrait by Sutcliffe Maudsley, 18425

Sociologistgenerally classify all newreligions as emergingreligions. They often are the result of the rejection of
mainstreamreligion and mayrely on new revelations from God. Manyclaimto be restorativein nature. Most
have a charismaticleader,and when this leader is male, many have sexual practices which also lie outside of the
norms of society. Many of them prophecy or teach of animminent 2" coming of Christ. The first60 years of

Mormonism tends to fitthis mold.

Early Mormons expected and received the fantastic. There were new scriptures, ancientartifacts, tools for
receiving direct revelations from God and performing miracles, angelic visitations, and visitations by God, Jesus,
andancient prophets. The end of the world and Christ’s second coming would happen in their lifetime. Zion
would be builtand a temple raisedin the New Jerusalem —builtrighthere inthe USA. Devils were castoutin
order to heal individuals fromtheir sicknesses. Inthis section we consider some of the artifacts and general
mysticism of the early church.

4 See http://www.brunson20.com/2013/05/the-joseph-smith-photograph.html Thisimageisalsousedinsome
official church apologist materials. See https://yvoutu.be/dJ70JASE vIM ?t=10m40s
5 See https://history.lds.org/exhibit/sutcliffe-and-elizabeth-foxcroft-maudsley?lang=eng
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SEER STONES IN THE EARLY MORMON CHURCH
(image)®
...upon this rock | will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall

not prevail against it.
(Matthew 16:18)

THE SEER STONES OF JOSEPH
Joseph Smith was bornin 1805. His father was a

“visionary” manand participatedinalocal practiceof :
hunting after buried treasures. Special rocks or seer A3
stones (also known as peep stones) were placedintop hats Figure 3 -The Seer Stone Joseph Smith used todictate the
andthe “seer” would look at the stone inorder to see Book of Mormon

where missingobjects or treasures could be found. These

treasures were said to have been left by Spanish treasureships, the native people, or pirates and generally

believed to containlarge quantities of brass, silver, or gold.

Ideas regarding seer stones were likely taken from The Magus, written by Francis Barrettfirstpublishedin 18017,
Between about 1815 and 1840, the use of seer stones was popularin New York, Pennsylvania,and some
surroundingareas. By the 1850s, usage had become less common and after 1880 they had virtually disappeared

from the public conscience.

There are three earlystones that were probablyall obtained by Smith between about1819 and 1822. One of the
stones is said to have been obtained by borrowinga seer stone from a neighbor, Sally Chase,alsoskilledin the art
andusingit to see where he should find his own stone8. One of the early stones (the green stone) was probably
purchased. A third stone was found when a well was being dug on Willard Chase’s property® between 1819 and
1822. This was likely the “chocolate colored stone”. Chase describeditasa “singular”and “curious” stone and
was intent to keep it, but agreed to loanitto Joseph Smith. This stone was likelyiron bandedjasperi®. After two
years, Joseph Smith returned the stone, but shortly thereafter it was borrowed again, this time by Hyrum Smith,

Joseph’s brother. The stone was never returned.!!

The first/primary usefor the stone was to find lostobjects including buried treasure, and Joseph used the brown
stone for this purpose. This stone was used by placingitatthe bottom of a white top hat and usingones hands to
block lightfrom coming in around the sides of the rim. When used inthis manner, Joseph claimed thathe could
see things on the stone. Between about 1822 and 1827, Joseph workinginthe company of several different
groups dug on about 18 different properties in search of gold, silver, a chest of watches, and other treasures!2,

6 https://www.lds.org/bc/content/shared/content/images/magazines/ensign/2015/10/seer-stone-joseph-smith-
ensign-liahona-october-2015_ 1512979 inl.jpg

7 http://www.patheos.com/blogs/panmankey/2013/07/josephsmith/

8 Mark Ashurst-McGee, “A Pathway to Prophethood: Joseph Smith Junior as Rodsman, Village Seer, and Judeo-
Christian Prophet” (M.A. thesis, Utah State University, 2000),204.

9 It can be argued that they were not digginga well at all, butrather diggingfor buried treasure.

10 http://reallyoldrocks.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/genesis_Stone2 605.jpg or https://redd.it/3ftwav

11 See his affidavit published in Mormonism Unveiled or https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willard Chase

12 Dan Vogel, “The Locations of Joseph Smith’s early Treasure Quests”, Dialogue, a journal of Mormon thought Vol
12, No 3 pp 197-233 (esp pg 229-230). See http://undergroundnotes.com/graphics7/Dialogue V27N03 211.pdf
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There were no fewer than 6 self-proclaimed seers living withina 2 mileradius of his house. Joseph however was
considered particularly skilled atthe art, and received a relatively high wage for his skill. He was employed by
Josiah Stowell and others. Although no treasure was found, Josiah was a believerinJoseph Smith and his abilities
and testified on his behalfwhen J.S. was brought to trial for these activities (byJosiah’s sons who felt that their
father was being defrauded). The use of stones and other magical objects to find missingitems was againststate
laws in New York. Accordingto the courtrecordsin 1826 (when he was brought to trial for his usage of the seer
stones to try to find buried treasure) he often “knew all too well” where lostobjects were located.

Inaddition to the brown stone, early witnesses pointto magical “spectacles” thatwere used earlyinthe
translation process. These spectacles were placed into the hat and used inthe same manner as the brown seer
stone. This method was give up earlyinthe translation process and was notused after the 116 pages were lostby
Harris. With the exception of this early period, Joseph used the brown stone to dictate the Book of Mormon. He
claimed that when placedinthe hat with his head againstthe rim, one character from the plates would appear on
a piece of parchment and below would appear the translationin English which hewould then read off to the
transcriber. Onecharacter could represent a single word (such as a proper noun) or a phraseup to about two
sentences in length. The concept that a singlecharacter had a longer meaning (or 5 levels of meaning) was
popularinthe early 19t century!® and would later correspond to his Book of Abraham translation. When Joseph
claimed to know where to go to find the plates,itwas probably becausehe claimed to see the spotin his seer
stone. After he claimed to have found the gold plates on Cumorah, some of his fellow treasure seekers searched
the hill for fresh holes, but found none. There were earlier contracts in placeregardinghow any treasures found
were to be split,and some of the people who had entered intoa contractwith Joseph may have felt defrauded.
Joseph claimed that all of the hillsinthearea were builtby hand by the ancientinhabitants and thatmany of them
had caves with treasures!.

Inadditionto use intranslating, thebrown stone was used to receive revelations for the early churchand
sometimes commanded Joseph to do certain things, such as to move to Peter Whitmer’s house for the translation,

or to be baptized (with Oliver). Sections 1-19 of the D&C were received via the brown stone, placedina hat.

Joseph was arrested for the use of his stone in conjunction with money digging and brought to trial firstin 1826
andlater inJune of 1830. However, after completing the Book of Mormon translation, Joseph stopped usingthe
brown stone to receive revelations around Aug 1829 and gave the stone to Oliverinthe earlyspringof18301°. In
late 1830, missionaries including Oliver were telling perspective converts that Joseph used the spectacles tolook at
the plates, and then placed his headin a hat to receive the words of the Book of Mormon by revelation®. By late
1831, there were largenumbers of converts from Ohio who did not believe in seer stones inthe same way that the

13 See https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/intro/introduction-to-revelations-and-translations-volume-4 for a
more detailed explination.

14 The hills inthearea were formed by glaciers,and havea peculiar form. Many locals believed that they were
formed by Native Americans.

15 An Address to All Believers in Christ, Whitmer, pg 32. “After the translation of the Book of Mormon was
finished, earlyinthe spring of 1830, before April 6th, Joseph gave the stone to Oliver Cowdery and told me as well
as the rest that he was through with it, and he did not use the stone any more.”

16 Shaker Richard McNemar: The Earliest Book of Mormon Reviewer, by Christian Goodwillie, Journal of Mormon
History, Vol 37, No. 2 (Spring 2011). pp 138-145. https://www.jstor.org/stable/23291640?read-
now=1&seq=6#page scan_tab_contents
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earlier New York followers did and their usagewas “deemphasized” inthe written record!’. The useof seer stones

is not mentioned inthe more than 2000 page History of the Churchfirst publishedinthe 1850s.

So strong was the belief among the New York members inJoseph Smiths ability to use these stones to receive
revelation, that when he stopped usingthem inabout 1830, David Whitmer concluded that all of the revelations
received without them were of the devil.1® The brown stone remained with Cowdrey until itwas given to
Brigham’s brother and later BrighamYoung. ltwas soldto one of his wives as partof their inheritanceand then

donated to the LDS churchinthe late 19t century!®. Brigham Young acquired the stone no later than 1853.2°

Even though Joseph stopped usingthe chocolatecolored stone inthe early 1830s, he had other stones which he
continued to obtainand use throughout his life, with at leasttwo of them being found in Nauvoo.?! Joseph may
have used a seer stone (likely the white one) in the translation or creation of the book of Abraham?2. His brother
Hyrum encouraged Joseph to use the seer stone when reciting the revelation on plural marriage, but Joseph

refused sayingthat he knew the revelation well enough to give it without the use of the stone.?3

Brigham Young quoted Joseph sayingthathe had five stones and that there was a seer stone for every person on
earth.?4

The stones?® important to Joseph Smith include:

1) The chocolatecolored stone2®

17 0ct 1831 General Conference: Joseph stated, “It was not intended to tell the world all theparticularsof the
coming forth of the book of Mormon.”

18 Whitmer, An Address to All Believers in Christ...(Richmond, Mo.: David Whitmer, 1887), 54.

19 Oliver was a believer in the stones and their magical power. At the same time, he penned the most convincing
story of the Urim and Thummim (aka the magical spectacles or stones on a breastplate), which were not used.

20 “The questionis asked many times, ‘Has brother Brighamgot the Urim and Thummim?’ Yes, he has got
everything; everything that is necessary for himto receive the will and mind of God to this people.”. Heber C.
Kimball, in General Conference, 1853.

21 "According to Brigham Young, 'Joseph found two small ones on the beach in Nauvoo —a littlelarger than a
black walnutwithout the shockon." - Quinn, D. Michael (1998), Early Mormonismand the Magic World View (2nd
ed.), SaltLake City: Signature Books, pp.171-173, ISBN 1-56085-089-2

22 Quinn, D. Michael (1998), Early Mormonismand the Magic World View (2nd ed.), SaltLake City: Signature Books,
ISBN 1-56085-089-2, pp 242,244. See alsoaninterview with Dan Vogel: https://voutu.be/iH7Iwukt- M?t=1092

23 See Mormon Enigma, Newell, pg 152.

24 “Oliver sent me Joseph's firstseer stone; Oliver always keptituntil he sent itto me - the second seer stone Dr.
Williams had - the third one was a very large - and Joseph found two small ones onthe beach in Nauvoo - a little
larger than a black walnutwithout the shockon - Joseph said thereis a stone for every personon the earth - |
don't know that | have ever hada desireto have one.” The Complete Discourses of BrighamYoung, Ed. RichardS.
Van Wagoner, Smith-Pettit Foundation, SaltLake City (2009), http://bit.lv/BY-discourses

25 See http://www.fullerconsideration.com/sources.php?cat=GP-SS for primary sources and quotes regardingthe
seer stones.

26 This stone was used to attempt to find treasureand to find and dictatethe book of Mormon. Itappears to have
seen extensive use between 1824-1830. Itwas then given to Oliver Cowdrey, who kept ituntil he gave itPhineas
Young near the time of his death. It was given to Brigham Young, and later sold to one of his wives as partof this
estate. It was placedon the Manti temple alter duringthe dedicationand called the “Urim and Thummim” at that
time. By the late 19t century, it was in the possession of the LDS church and reportedly kept inthe First
Presidency’s vault.
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2) The white or cream colored stone (translucent).28
3) The “very large” stone.?®
4) The peyote stone.3?

5) The second small stone3!

27 Image Copyright Intellectual Reserve (LDS). See: https://www.lds.org/ensign/2015/10/joseph-the-
seer?lang=eng

28 This stone may have been found by Joseph around 1822(?) and was shown and described during his 1826 trial.
As such, it may have been the stone used to seek for buried treasure for Stowell. See the 1877 Purple affidavit.
http://www.olivercowdery.com/smithhome/1877Purp.htm

29 Brigham Young describes the 3 stone as being very large. This may be the same one that was described by
Grant Palmer, who claims to have seen this stone along with the previous two inthe possession of the LDS church
inthe late 1960s. Palmer describeditas made of hardened mud or clay based on the appearance, being roughly
the size of a softball with some sortof a handleto carryitaround. https://redd.it/2usge8 . This descriptionis
somewhat suspect because there are not additional confirmingsources. Morelikely, the 3 stone may have been
the green stone (BELCHER-SMITH-DIBBLE-PIERCE STONE) listed as #6. Regardless,itis believed to be inpossession
of the LDS church.

30 See D. Michael Quinn.1998a p. 246-247. Joseph Smith found this stone, possiblyinits rough unshaped form,
alongthe MississippiRiver’s shorebetween 1839 and 1844. After Joseph’s death, the stone was kept by Emma
Smith and inherited by her second husband, Lewis Bidamon. It eventually made its way to the Wilford Wood
Museum in Woods Cross, Utah. Itisthe sizeof a U.S. quarter dollar and “is the most intricate of those attributed
to Smith. It has a hole through the center surrounded by eight smallerindentations, with tooled ridges around the
edge” Thisis probablyoneof the two stones that Brigham Young referred to that was found duringthe Nauvoo
period. See also http://www.mormonthink.com/files/restoration-sacred-mushroom.pdf pg 24.

31 This stone was found duringthe Nauvoo periodis not describedinthe literatureapartfrom the reference from
BrighamYoung. Itis described as beingthe size of a blackwalnutwithoutits shell.
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6) BELCHER-SMITH-DIBBLE-PIERCE STONE The Green stone shown below:3?2

Joseph Smigh's seer stone from EARLY MORMONISM AND THEM hl(‘ '-\”IRI DVIEW Figure 9, §

The LDS church has released pictures of the brown stone, whichis one of the 3 or more “seer stones” intheir

possession.Stone#4 canbeviewed ina museum. There may be additionalstones.

OTHER SEER STONES IN THE EARLY MORMON CHURCH:

Early New York members were aware of the seer stones and believed in their powers. Several early members had
their own stones33. This certainly was the casewith Hiram Page, who had a stone and received revelations which
he thought came from God.3* Other early members havingseer stones included the Whitmers.3> Whilethe Page
stone was ground up by the members after a heated debate and revelation through Joseph Smith that Page’s

revelations were of the devil, the Whitmer stone has survived and been passed on through the fa mily.

Accordingto various sources, atleastone of the following stones was owned and used by David Whitmer. The one

on the right may have belonged to Jacob Whitmer (one of the 8 witnesses)'.

32 See http://www.rickgrunder.com/HistoricalArchive/belchersmithdibble.htm. This stone may have been soldin
the earlyto mid 1820s to Joseph Smith. After his death, itwas given to Dibbleand later given to family members.
When anolder owner passed awayinthe early1990s,itwas sold at auction to allow for family members to share
the inheritance. The buyer was Jay Mitton, a wealthy lawyerin Utah. It was saidtohave been examined by the
BYU Geology department prior to being donated to the LDS church.

33 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seer_stone (Latter_Day Saints)

34 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram Page and D&C section 28.

35 http://www.rickgrunder.com/Historical Archive/whitmerstone.htm
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THE URIM AND THUMMIM
The concept of glasses asa translation mechanismwas firstintroducedin 1825 by Samuel Lawrence.3®

Whilethe method of translation was clearly understood by many members of the churchincluding Emma, Oliver,
Martin Harris, and others, Joseph stopped talkingabouthis use of the seer stone for creation of the Book of
Mormon around 1830 or 1831.37 This may be becausehe was put on trial for the use of this stone. Usingstones to
find treasure was againstthe lawin New York. At the 1830trial, Oliver Cowdery testified of the use of the
spectacles as the translation means rather than the chocolatecolored seer stone.3® |n December 1830, Joseph
Smith received a revelation that the New York church shouldrelocateto Kirtland to be with Sidney Rigdon's group
which had merged with the early church3?. The Ohio converts —mostly anti-Baptists or Campbellites from Rigdon’s
congregation, outnumbered those inthe NY church and did not believe in seer stones inthe way that those in NY
and PA did. InJuly 1832 and againinJan 1833, Phelps claimed that the Urim and Thummim were the instrument
used Joseph Smith to translatethe Book of Mormon“9. In 1834, what would become the official version of
translationincludingthe Urim and Thummim was published by Oliver Cowdery.ii Joseph Smith confirmed this
version of events on atleast3 occasions,includingthis statement: “through the medium of the Urim and
Thummim | translated the record through the gift and power of God”#! Whilethis would remain the version
taught for more than 150 years, there would be a few references to the seer stones by the early churchleaders,
several by B.H. Roberts between 1904 and 1930, followed by a few more inthe 1970s —1990s. Several articlesin
the Deseret News between 1880 and 1890 whichincluded first-hand and second-hand accounts by Whitmer and

36 hitps://youtu.be/ksnbSh51itg?t=2m30s See also the Willard Chaseaffidavitin Mormonism Unveiled.
http://www.mormoninformation.com/wchase.htm

37 “1t was not intended to tell the world all the particulars of the comingforth of the book of Mormon.” Minutes,
Church conference, Orange, OH, Oct. 25-26, 1831, in Minute Book 2, Church History Library, Salt Lake City,
availableatjosephsmithpapers.org; Welch, “Miraculous Translation,” 121-9.

38 http://www.lightplanet.com/response/1826Trial/Benton_1831.html

39

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney Rigdon#latter Day Saint leader_in_Ohio.2C Missouri.2C_and_lllinois_.281
830.E2.80.9344.29

40 https://youtu.be/ksnbSh51itg?t=490

41 HC 4:537 See https://byustudies.byu.edu/content/volume-4-chapter-31. Whilethis accountis inthe official
History of the Church and itappears to be written infirstperson by Joseph Smith, itis well documented that this
history was rewritten to appearinfirstperson.
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Harris alsogiveanaccuratedescription of the brown stone andits importance inthe creation of the Book of

Mormon.

Brigham Young stated that there were many who had the natural giftof being ableto useseer stone, but that
Joseph was special because he was called as a prophet.

Brigham Young insayingthat He did not profess to be a prophet seer & Revelator as Joseph Smith was,
was speaking of men being born Natural Prophets & seers. Many have the gift of seeing through seer
stones without the Priesthood at all. He had not this gift naturally yetHe was an Apostle & the President
of the Church & kingdom of God on the Earth and all the Keys of the Holy Priesthood & of Revelation was
sealed upon him & the spirit& power of Revelation was upon him daily.*?

It became a practiceto call these seer stones “the Urim and Thummim” inthe early church around 1833.#3 This
practicecontinued into the late 1800s, and the white or chocolatecolored seer stone was referred to as the Urim

and Thummim by members when itwas placed on the Manti Temple alter during its dedication."
David Whitmer recalledin 1881:

The tablets or plates were translated by Smith, who used a small oval or kidney-shaped stone, called Urim
and Thummim... Mr. Whitmer emphatically asserts, as did Harrisand Cowdery, that while Smith was
dictatingthe translation hehad no manuscriptnotes or other means of knowledge, savethe Seer stone

andthe characters as shown onthe plates...**

After Joseph Smith was killed, BrighamYoung worked to collectthe seer stones but did not use them to receive
revelations. The existence of seer stones was mentioned in church literature between about 1880 and 1936, often
with amended quotes whichroutinely suppressedinformationregardingthatitwas placedina hatfor translation.
Between 1921 and 1936, seer stones were also mentioned in Sunday school lessons. After 1950, there were very
few references to the seer stones in churchliteratureuntil 2013 when the churchfirstacknowledged their usagein
the production of the book of Mormon.V The 2013 articlecorrectlyidentifies thebrown stone andits use, though
it does not preclude the use of the “glasses” or “clear” Urim and Thummim in the production of the Book of
MormonVi

42 \Wilford Woodrufflournal, 5:549-550.

43 "The prophet also had a seer stone which was separateand distinctfromthe Urim and Thummim, and which
(speakingloosely) has been called by some a Urim and Thummim". McConkie, Bruce R. (1966), Mormon Doctrine,
p.818.

44 Notes of a correspondent with Mr. Whitmer on Octber 14t 1881 as published in the Chicago Times and
republished in The Myth of the “Manuscript Found” or the absurdities of the “Spaulding Story”, Eleventh Book of
the Faith-Promoting Series, by Elder George Reynolds, Pub. Juvenilelnstructor Office, SLC, 1883.Pg 83. NOTE:
Even though this informationis correctly given by Whitmer, the book itself callsthe information erranton pg 85,
“The next erroris that the seer stone which Joseph used inthe translation 'was called Urimand Thummim."' The
instrument thus denominated was composed of two crystal stones 'set in the two rims of a bow.' The seer stone
was separate and distinctfromthe Urimand Thummim. The latter was delivered to the angel as well as the plates
after the translation was completed; the former remained with the Church andis now inthe possession of the
President.”



In Dec of 2017 the LDS church publishedits firstimages showinga hatas partof the translation process*°. Neither
image shows the complete truth (which hat with his face
buriedinthe hat). Nevertheless this depictionis more
accuratethan all previous portrayals.Yi Some un-official
church-directed sources have provided accurateimages of

the translation process?®.

USES OF SEER STONES IN MORMON THEOLOGY
The following uses of seer stones are historical or have
been taught by Mormon apostles:

1)  To findburied treasures*’

2) To translateor dictatedocuments, especially those
of “ancient origin”. This includes documents which are
buried or hidden in distant places*8.

3) To get revelation from God*°

SEER STONES IN THE TEMPLE AND IN HEAVEN
Early on May 15,1842 Joseph stated the following:

The keys are certainsigns and words... which cannotbe

. revealed... til the Temple is completed — The rich canonly
Figure 4- Translation as depicted in the M‘i;sionaryTraining get them inthe Temple... There aresigns in heaven, earth,
Manual (Preach My Gospel -2017) and hell, the Elders must know them all to be endowed
with power... The devil knows many signs butdoes not
know the sign ofthe Son of Man, or Jesus. Noone can truly say he knows God until he handles

something, and this can only be in the Holy of Holies (bold anditalicsadded).>®
In Doctrine and Covenants 130:10-11 (Apr 2, 1843) we read:

Then the white stone mentioned in Revelation 2:17, will become a Urim and Thummim to each individual

who receives one, whereby things pertaining to a higher order of kingdoms will be made known;

45 https://www.lds.org/ensign/2017/12/joseph-smith-strength-out-of-weakness?lang=eng See also:
https://wheatandtares.org/2017/12/02/tip-of-the-hat-to-church-magazines-more-accurate-book-of-mormon-
translation-images-in-ensign/

46 https://youtu.be/4LdR7Bol6F0?t=121

47 This was the original use by Joseph from about 1822 to 1827, though no treasure was found.

48 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/7?lang=eng

49 This includes several sections of the D&C (1-19), as well as proposed use by David of the Old Testament as
reported by Orson Prattin GC, in his talk Celestial Marriage (1869). These revelations arealsosaidtoincludeuse
inthe temple inorder to see books which contain genealogies which will allow for temple work to be done for
dead people where records areotherwise missing.

50 Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook, comps. and eds., The Words of Joseph Smith: The Contemporary Accounts
of the Nauvoo Discourses of the Prophet Joseph Smith (1980), Provo Utah: BYU Religious Studies Center), 119. As
quoted in DialogueV34N102_87 pg 89-90. https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-
content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V34N0102 87.pdf
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And a white stone is given to each of those who come into the celestial kingdom, whereon is a new

name written, which no man knoweth savehe that receiveth it. The new name is the key word.

The ‘new name’ is partof the temple ceremony, and has been sincethe Nauvoo period. Itis known thatJoseph
treasured his white seer stone. Based on these references, it appears that he may have been intended to useit or
similar stones as partofthe temple ceremony. Shortly after Lyman Wightwas endowment intothe Quorum of the
Anointed on May 14, 1844, Joseph Smith confirmed Wight's mission to take a group of settlers to Texas. As part of
this ordination, Wightreceived a white (seer?) stone®l. As Smith was killed prior to the Nauvoo temple being
completed, his exactintentions regardingdistribution of white seer stones may have been lostto history.

Later apostles taughtthat the Urim and Thummim would be used intemples inorder to divinethe names of past
anscestors to allowtemple work to be done for them?>2.

Among these hidden things that are to be revealed arethe books of genealogy, tracingindividuals and
nations among all people, back to ancient times.

It may be inquired—“How canall this bedone?” We answer, by the Urim and Thummim, which the Lord
God has ordained to be used in the midst of his holy house, in his Temple.

The Manti temple was dedicated in May 1888, and the “Urim and Thummim” (seer stone) was placed on the alter
duringthe dedication®3. The holy of holies was located in the Manti temple until the completion of the Salt Lake

temple in 1893 and may have housed one or more of the seer stones duringthat period.

OTHER ARTIFACTS WITH MAGICAL POWER

THE JUPITER TALISMAN

51 Quinn, Origins of Power, pp 198-199.

52 See Journal of Discourses vol 16, pp 260-261 (Orson Pratt, 1873) http://jod.mrm.org/16/251#260

53 The brown seer stone was most probably used, though the church hadin their possessionthewhite and brown
seer stones at that time.



http://jod.mrm.org/16/251#260

Picture of the Jupiter Talisman that Joseph Smith wore>*

Joseph Smith believed inandcarried a silver Jupiter Talisman.

Inastrology, Jupiter is always associated with high positions, getting one’s own way, and all forms of
status. And | quote: “Typically a person born under Jupiter will havethe dignity of a natural ruler... He will
probably havean impressivemanner.... In physical appearance...strong, personable, and often
handsome... cheerful winning personality”

..When properlyinvoked... these intelligences - by the power of the ancientmagic — guaranteed to the
possessor of this talisman the gain of riches, and favor, and power, andlove and peace.... Any one who
worked skillfully with this Jupiter Table would obtain the power of stimulating anyone to offer his love to
the possessor of the talisman, whether from a friend, brother, relative, or even any female.>®

It is unknown exactly when Joseph obtained this talisman, though it may have been associated with his money
digginginthe 1820s. He reportedly carriedituntil his death.

SMITH FAMILY MAGIC PARCHMENTS

54 http://www.lostmormonism.com/jupiter-talisman/
55 Mormon Miscellaneous, published by David C. Martin, vol. 1, no. 1, October 1975 pp 14-15 as quoted in The

Changing World of Mormonism, Tanner, pg 90.
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Joseph Smith owned 3 magic parchments which he may have acquired from his father. The purpose of these

papers was to call upon spirits for help or visitations. ltwas a mix of Christianity and occultmagic. The three

parchments areknown as the:

1. Jehovah, Jehovah, Jehovah Parchment
2. St. Peter Bind Them Parchment
3. Holinesstothe Lord Parchment

These were passed down through Hyrum Smith’s family after the death of Joseph.>” Mormons believe that St.
Peter had the rights to bind people together ineternal family units and that this could create a condition whereby
men could be righteously connected to multiplewomen in polygamous relationships. “Holiness to the Lord” is a
phrasewritten on the outside of all Mormon temples.

SMITH FAMILY KNIFE

A knife, belongingto Hyrum Smith has symbols onthe handleassociated with Mars and the occult. Whileitis
difficultto draw conclusions dueto the lack of accounts from the time of ownership/use, this artifactis consistent
with others (seer stones, Jupiter Talisman) and may give further credence to the Smith family’s activities in
treasure hunting and other occult practices.>®

56 http://www.lostmormonism.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/smith-family-magic-parchements-670x421.ipg
57 http://www.lostmormonism.com/smith-family-magic-parchments/

58 https://www.reddit.com/r/exmormon/comments/x52un/smith_family dagger listed_in_the_inventory of/ See
alsoreferences in Early Mormonismand the Magic World View, by D. Michael Quinn pp 341, 134.
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DIVINING RODS

There is evidence that both Oliver Cowdrey and Heber C. Kimball, early prominent members of the church, had
divingrods (wooden sticks) which they used to receive answers to prayers and revelation. Heber C. Kimball was
given his rod by Joseph Smith.>® The diviningrod of Cowdrey was later used by Brigham Young to choosethe

location where the SaltLake Temple should be built.®°

CANES OF THE MARTARDOM

The coffins that Joseph was placedin prior to burial (2-3 coffins) werelater cut up and used to make canes. The
exact number of canes made is unknown, though itlikely numbered atleast6 and some speculatemany more.
The canes had a lock of hair fromjoseph Smith placed on their handles. At leastone person (Heber C. Kimball)

used the cane to heal others 6162

Figure 5 - Canes of martyrdom in the LDS church history museum. The hair of Joseph can be seenon the
handle of the top cane.

THE RED HANDKERCHIEF

59 This is detailed by Richard Anderson, Mormon Historian and author of the first missionary discussions used
throughout the 1950s and 60s. See http://www.boap.org/LDS/History/HTMLHistory/vic4history.html#N 13

60 Additional information aboutthese and other rods can be found here:
https://exploringmormonism.com/walking-canes-casket-sticks-dousing-rods-and-more-a-tour-of-some-of-the-
most-bizarre-items-of-mormon-folklore-history-and-magic/ See also:Anthon H. Lund Journal forJuly 5,1901:"in
the revelation to Oliver Cowdery in May 1829, Bro. [B. H.] Roberts said thatthe giftwhich the Lord says he hasin
his hand meant a stick which was like Aaron's Rod. It is said Bro.Phineas Young [brother-in-law of Oliver Cowdery
and brother of Brigham Young] got it from him [Cowdery] and gave itto President Young who hadit with him
when he arrivedin this [SaltLake] valley and that it was with that stick that he pointed out where the Temple
should be built."

61 https://byustudies.byu.edu/content/canes-martyrdom See also http://jod.mrm.org/4/292#294

62 https://Idsmag.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Church_History Museum 0024.jpg
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Joseph gave ared silk handkerchiefto Wilford Woodruff which he said could beused to heal 2 children. Woodruff
used itfor this purpose and kept itin his possession until his death. Itis currentlyinthe 1%t presidency vault.%3
Other handkerchiefs and similar items were also used for healing.%*

EARLY ARTIFACTS MISSING

Mormon leaders teach that all ancientartifacts of early Mormonismhave disappeared. Thisis thecasewith the
Golden Plates, the special translators (Urimand Thummim) and Sword of Laban. Insome accounts, they were
delivered intoan angles hands®>. In other accounts, they were placedintoa caveor vaultinsideof or near to the
hill CumorahVii,

The LDS churchteaches that God protected the Urim and Thummim®® for more than 3000 years and allowed a

number of prophets on multiple continents to use the stone before takingitawayin 1829. These “translating

instruments” were removed from the possession of Smith prior to the translations of the Book of Mormon and
Book of Abraham. Joseph Smith would later claimto translate Egyptian Papyri (the book of Abraham) using his
white seer stone and starttranslatingtheKinderhook Plates®’. The Urim and Thummim was said to have been

created by God for this purpose. Some historians believethat the Urim and Thummim as a translation

instrument/concept was first “seen” by Samuel Lawrence in 1825, and that Smith adopted this concept.

Some of the accounts of the witnesses indicatethat the plates which were associated with the Book of Mormon
were seen with spiritual eyes or second sight and never with natural eyes. Given the size of the box and weight
when hefted, there may have been a set of plates constructed of common tin®8. A box containing something that
weighted roughly 50 pounds was lifted by several witnesses, but never seen®’. Several witnesses noted that
Joseph Smith did not have the plates inthe same room that he was translating. The purpose of this object (ifit
existed) seems to be to give additional weightto his historicity claims regarding the book of Mormon.

Joseph Smith demonstrated on many occasionstheability to produce material or revelation without source

materials. Examples include:

1) Over 130sections of the Doctrine and Covenants. Some were produced with the assistanceofa seer
stone, but most without.

2) Section 7 inthe D&C is especiallyinteresting,as itcontains therecord as written by John of the New
Testament and revealed to Joseph Smith via the “Urim and Thummim”. Inthis case,source materialis
saidto existin some hidden location, presumably 1000s of miles away fromwhere the translationis
occurring.

63 See: http://scottwoodward.org/miracles_healings_joseph-wilford-redhandkerchief.html and
https://exploringmormonism.com/our-own-peek-into-the-first-presidency-vault/

64 http://jod.mrm.org/4/292#294

65 The angle Moroni. See: http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/17401 on page
141.

66 Accordingto LDS teachings, God protected this particular pair, butthere are multiple Urim and Thummims
(possibly pairs, possibly as many as 3 sets). See https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bd/urim-and-thummim

67 The Kinderhook plates were later shown to be a forgery. Nevertheless, Joseph’s abilitytotranslatethem was
used as evidence for his prophetic callingas lateas 1962 in official church publications (Improvement ERA Sept
1962). https://archive.org/stream/improvementera6509unsetipage/n21/mode/2up/search/plates pg23.

68 Given the dimensions described by witnesses, the weight matches much more closely thatof a light metal such
as tinrather than gold, which would have been about 3 times as heavy.

69 This box was later tested at BYU inthe early 90s for traces of gold using highly sensitive bombarding techniques.
No traces were found. The professorinvolved was Steven Jones.
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3) The Inspired Version/Translation of the KingJames Version of the Bible (which includes the source

material for the “Book of Moses”).
Inaddition, we have the followingtranslations which claimed to usesource material:

4) The Kinderhook Plates (known forgery?9)
5) The Book of Abraham was said to be translated from Egyptian records’?.

Apart from the claims of Mormon leaders, there is littlereason to believe that the book of Mormon was produced
ina way substantially different from the other works or revelations of Joseph Smith. The material difference (if
there is on) may be the use of the white hatand brown seer stone to create the book of Mormon, and other

stones (or lack of stones) were used when dictating other works.
All of the ancient purported artifacts associated with early Mormonism are missingincluding:

The Liahona (a magical pointing compass buried with the gold plates)
Breast plateand glasses (also buried with the gold plates)

Sword of Laban

Brass plates

Golden plates

o v e wN R

Stone box which had been holdingthe Golden Plates

Joseph stated that anangle came down and took items 2 and 5 after Martin Harris lostthe 116 pages. In many
earlyreferences, items 1-5 aresaid to be contained within a cave insideof Hill Cumorah. Competing gold-diggers
investigated the Hill Cumorah shortly after Joseph claimed to have found the plates, but found no fresh digging on

the site. The claimed stone box (6) has not been found.

SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCES - POSSIBLE DRUG CONNECTIONS

Early members were attracted to the Mormon Church in partbecause itcould promiseand deliver on spiritual
experiences. Spiritual experiences includingthevisitation ofangels, Christ,and speakingintongues were very
common inthe early church, but reduced significantly after Kirtland and almostentirely disappeared after the

death of Joseph Smith.

These spiritual experiences were not random occurrences. They typically occurred at meetings, often after 1-2
days of fastingand after the members of the congregation consumed large quantities of sacramental wine.

Mormon meetings were generally open onlyto believers.

It has been suggested that these may have been induced or encouraged by various toxins including one or more of

the following:

1) Peyote Cactus (nativeto Texas and Mexico)

70 These were admitted to be a forgery in 1879, and this was confirmed by testing in 1980. Some church
publications usethe Kinderhook plates as evidence that Joseph Smith could translateancientdocuments as late as
1979. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinderhook_plates

71 These records have been compared with the material produced and there is no correlation. Current church
teachings have redefined translateto mean to receive viainspiration fromGod. Inother words, the source
characters were not used to provide the “translated” material. See https://www.lds.org/topics/translation-and-
historicity-of-the-book-of-abraham?lang=eng
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2) Amanita Muscaria(Fly Amanita) (found inlarge parts of north America includingnew York and new
Jersey)
3) Datura (Angel’s Trumpet) (Native to the American southwest, but largely cultivated in Europe and

elsewhere).

Only the second one appears to have been nativeto the New York area, though some have argued that all three
would have been availableto Smith. Whilethere is significantevidence that greater spiritual experiences
accompanied Joseph Smith, especially duringtheyears of 1831-1837, there is no known physical evidence to
confirm the use of mind altering substances.”?

PATRIARCHAL BLESSINGS

Beginning in Dec 1834, Joseph Smith Sr. (Joseph Smith’s father) was called by his son to be the patriarch of the
church’3. In this position, he gave members blessings which would tell abouttheir futures and “place within Israel”
for afee. The blessings weregenerally given to people without a father who could give such a blessing. Fathers
who hadreceived blessings would then bless their families inreturn. The original feeseems to have varied, but
was roughly $1-$4 inthe 1830s, whichis roughly equal to between $20 and $100in 2017 currency. Some blessings
were given for free. The weekly salary for thepatriarch was prescribed to be about $10/week.”* Every member
who was given a blessing was told that they were either a direct descendantinone of the tribes of Israel or that
they were adopted into a tribe.”> In practice, the tribes of Ephraimor Benjamin are claimed for more than 90% of
all members of the Mormon faith. Charginga fee or receiving payment from the church for givingblessings was
ended in 1914, though they were still allowed to accept “gifts of gratitude” until these became discouraged around
194376

In addition to getting information on their “tribe”, arecipientalsoreceived a blessing. These blessings may give
the person guidanceregarding how they should livetheir lifeas well as promises regarding future marriage,
children,and being alive duringthe 2" coming of Christ.”7 Whilecommon inthe 19t century, the practice of
telling people that they will liveto see Christ come againis nowspecifically discouraged.’® Early members would
often receive multipleblessingsthroughouttheir lives, with some receiving 5 or more.

Some early blessings had more fabulous orinteresting promises than are common today. Oliver Huntington was
promised that he would “have power with God even to translatethyselfto Heaven and preachto the inhabitants
of the moon or planets.” One early member was promised by Joseph Smith, Sr., in 1837 that “thou shaltstand on

72 http://www.mormonthink.com/files/restoration-sacred-mushroom.pdf

73 Official LDS sources placethe date in 1833, but Quinn places itfirmlyin 1834 in Origins of Power, pg 47.

74 Figures taken from various quotes referenced in https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-
content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V26N03_11.pdf pg 26-27.

75 The only exception to this is those of African heritage, who were told that they were “orphans”.

76 DialogueV26N03_11, pg 28. https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-
content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V26N03_11.pdf

77 1n 1837, Wilford Woodruff (later the 4t president of the church) was told by Patriarch Joseph Smith, Sr., “l bless
thee as Melchisedeck [sic] blessed Abramwhen he returned from the Slaughter of the ten kings... thou shaltstand
inthe flesh & witness the windingup scene of this generation. Thou shaltremainonthe earth to behold thy Savior
come inclouds of heaven.” Wilford Woodruff’s Journal, 1833-1898, Typescript, 9 vols., Midvale, UT: Signature
Books, 1983),1:142-143 as quoted in Dialogue, V26 No. 3_11 pg 9-10. https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-
content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V26N03_11.pdf

78 Inthe modern handbookfor patriarchs, they are specifically counseled to “avoid sensational or extravagant
promises...(he) should not make references to calamities or the timing of the second coming.”
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agreat plane, the one nearest to the Celestial world of Colob and preach to its inhabitants”.”® Recipients were

generally addressed as “thee” or “thou” inearly blessings, though this practiceis now specifically prohibited.

Early blessingsalso promised many women that they would have the power to heal the sick. Patty Sessions was
told that she “would partake of the Blessings of the Priesthood in common with thy companion shall have Faith to

heal the sick by the laying on of hands when there is no Elders present.”2°

The position of presiding patriarch for the church was eliminated in 1979 under Spencer Kimball81, Until thattime,
it had been passed from father to sonto directdescendants of Joseph Smith Sr., with a few exceptions where it
went to other male family members or other people who were unrelated for short periods of time. One patriarch,
Joseph Fielding Smith82, was found to be gay and forced to resign from the position after 4 years in 1946.

Irene M. Bates (a believing Mormon) has done considerableresearch onthe subjectand written extensivel y on
patriarchs.83

SPEAKING IN TONGUES AND ADAMIC

Speaking intongues was common inthe early churchand continued into the late 1800s. Several members
including Brigham Youngand Eliza Snow (2"9 president of the ReliefSociety and plural wifeto Young and Joseph
Smith) were saidto have spoken inthe pure Adamiclanguage. Speakingintongues inthe late 1800s was done
primarily by women, but it was discouraged and the practicelater died off.

Words in Adamic as revealed by Joseph Smith and other early church leaders include:

Word Meaning
Awmen The name of God
The Son Awmen The Son of God
Awmen Angls-men Angels
Shinehah The sun
peh leel (or) Paylay Ale Oh God, hear the words of our mouth
Kolob The heavenly body closestto God’s throne
Adam-ondi- Ahman The placewhere Adam offered sacrifices when he and
Eve were banished from Eden.
Deseret Honey Bee
84

DOCTRINE

OVERVIEW

79 Blessingto Benjamin Clopson by Joseph Smith, Sr., 1837, RLDS archives. See
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V26N03_11.pdf pg. 11.

80 Blessinggiven to Patty Sessions by UncleJohn Smith, 18 Mar. 1848 as quoted in DialogueV26N03_11 pg 15.
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V26N03_11.pdf

81 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology of Presiding Patriarchs (LDS_Church)

82 Note: This is not the Joseph Fielding Smith who was later the prophet of the LDS church (this was his uncle). He
had his priesthood restored in 1957 (later serving on the high council)and he diedin 1964 atage 65.

83 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/50554463_Bates_lrene_M

84 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adamic_language
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WHAT IS DOCTRINE
Early church leaders believethat the words they delivered from the pulpitconstituted the revealed word of the
Lord and the doctrine of the church. The view that the living prophetand apostles delivered words which

constituted doctrine was believed from the days of the early church through atleastabout the 1970s.
Brigham Young stated:

“The Lord isinour midst. He teaches the people continually. Ihave never yet preached a sermon and
sent it out to the children of men, that they may not call Scripture. Let me have the privilege of
correcting a sermon, and it is as good Scripture as they deserve. The people have the oracles of God
continually. In the days of Joseph, revelation was given and written, and the people were driven from city
to city and place to place, until we were led into these mountains. Let this go to the people with “Thus
saith the Lord,” and if they do not obey it, you will see the chastening hand of the Lord upon them...”%>

George Q. Cannon of the firstpresidency statedin 1861:

The Journal of Discourses®® deservedly ranks as one of the standard works of the Church, and every
rightminded Saintwill certainly welcomewith joy every Number as itcomes forth from the press asan

additional reflector of 'the lightthat shines fromZion's hill.87

In 1956, J. Reuben Clarkclarified thatonlyapostles (Quorum of 12) could make or interpret doctrine of the church

on anofficial level:

They possess a special gift;they are sustained as prophets, seers, and revelators, which gives them a
special spiritual endowment in connection with their teaching of the people. They have the right, the
power, and authority to declare the mind and will of God to his people, subject to the overall power
and authority of the President of the Church. Others of the General Authorities arenot given this special
spiritual endowment and authority coveringtheir teaching; they have a resultinglimitation, and the
resulting limitation upon their power and authorityinteaching applies to every other officer and member
of the Church, for none of them is spiritually endowed as a prophet, seer, and revelator. Furthermore . ..
the President of the Church has a further and special spiritual endowment in this respect, for heis the

prophet, seer, and revelator of the whole church. 88

In1956 and 1959, two books were published by Joseph Fielding Smith and Bruce R. McConkie entitled, “Doctri nes
of Salvation” and “Mormon Doctrine”.

By the 1960s, Apostle LeGrand Richards took a slightly more restrictiveapproach to doctrine of the pastwhen he

responded to aninquiryina letter:

85 Journal of Discourses, 13:95.

86 The Journal of discourses was an annual publication of the writings and teachings of the presidency of the
church and some apostles which was regularly published between 1855 and 1886. Itis roughly the equivalentof
the modern General Conference Ensign issues.

87 "preface”, Journal of Discourses 8:3.

88 Quoted in Roy W. Doxey, The Latter-day Prophets and the Doctrine and Covenants (SaltLake City: Deseret Book
Co., 1963),1:ix—x. See https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/roy-w-doxey _accept-divine-counsel/



https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/roy-w-doxey_accept-divine-counsel/

Your next question: Can the Journal of Discourses beused as doctrineifthe man speakingsays, ‘Thus
saith the Lord’?

I cannot answer that question because / don’t know what part of the Journal of Discourses you have in
mind. Iwould have to know just what you were referring to .8°

President Howard W. Hunter taught:

Our modern-day prophets have encouraged us to make the reading of the conference editions of our
Church magazines an important and regular partof our personal study. Thus, general conference
becomes, in a sense, a supplement to or an extension of the Doctrine and Covenants. In addition to the
conference issues of the Church magazines, the First Presidency writes monthly articles thatcontain
inspired counsel for our welfare.?°

In May 2007, the church narrowed this definition significantly when it posted the following onits official website®!:

e Not everystatement made by a Church leader, past or present, necessarily constitutes doctrine. A single
statement made by a single leader on a single occasion often represents a personal, though well-
considered, opinion, butis not meant to be officially binding for the whole Church. With divineinspiration,
the FirstPresidency (the prophet and his two counselors)and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles (the
second-highestgoverning body of the Church) counsel together to establish doctrine that is consistently
proclaimed in official Church publications. This doctrine resides in the four “standard works” of scripture
(...), official declarations and proclamations, and the Articles of Faith. /solated statements are often
taken out of context, leaving their original meaning distorted.

e Some doctrines are more important than others and might be considered core doctrines. For example,
the preciselocation of the Garden of Eden®? is far less importantthan doctrineabout Jesus Christ and His
atoningsacrifice. The mistake that public commentators often make is takingan obscureteachingthat is
peripheral to the Church’s purposeand placingitatthe very center. Thisis especially common among
reporters or researchers who rely on how other Christians interpret Latter-day Saintdoctrine.

In Apr 2012, Christofferson reiterated the above and added clarification indicating the doctrine could come either
by inspiration to the president of the church or via decisions taken by councils:

The President of the Church may announceor interpret doctrines based on revelation to him (...D&C 138).
Doctrinal exposition may also comethrough the combined council of the FirstPresidency and Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles (... Official Declaration 2). Council deliberations will often include a weighing of
canonized scriptures, the teachings of Church leaders,and pastpractice.But inthe end, justasinthe New
Testament Church, the objective is notsimply consensus among council members but revelation from
God. Itis a process involving both reason and faith for obtainingthe mind and will of the Lord.?3

The above statement, was repeated by a general authorityin 2013 (in a slightly modified form):

89 Letter to Morris L. Reynolds, ,May 16, 1966 as quoted in Tanner, The Changing World of Mormonism, pg 437.

90 The Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, ed. Clyde J. Williams (1997),212;emphasis added, quoted in Teachings of
the Living Prophets Student Manual,73; boldinoriginal.

31 http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/approaching-mormon-doctrine

32 This placeis Adam-ondi-ahmen, in Missouri USA, and itis doctrine (being officially included in the Doctrine and
Covenants)...

33 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2012/04/the-doctrine-of-christ?lang=eng
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The prophet and President of the Church can receive revelation individually that becomes doctrine when
itis sustained by the united voice of the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles 4

Many church leaders define doctrineas being something which is unchangeable:

Our understanding of God’s planand His doctrinegives us an eternal perspective that does not allow us to
condone such behaviors or to find justification in the laws thatpermit them. And, unlike other
organizations that can change their policies and even their doctrines, our policies are determined by the
truths God has identified as unchangeable."%

FUNDAMENTALIST MORMON DOCTRINE

In 1919, Gospel Doctrine was published. Itcontained the teachings of Joseph F. Smith, the then recently deceased
prior president of the church. This approach was a fundamentalist, literalistinterpretation of the scriptures and
may have been a responseto new biblical scholars and evolutionary biologists who then viewed Genesis as an
allegoricalrather thana literal description of history. Joseph F. was the son of Hyrum and considered himselfa
defender of the faith.

This fundamental approach was taken up by his son,Joseph Fielding Smith who published the 3-volume Doctrines
of Salvation between 1954 and 1956. These were edited by his son-in-law Bruce R. McConkie. McConkie took up
the banner of fundamentalismwithin the church and published the reference book Mormon Doctrine two years

later. Later champions of similar fundamentalist views include Packer, Ballard, and others.

MORMON DOCTRINE (THE BOOK)

Perhaps not as a resultof correlation, butessentially simultaneous to this undertaking, Bruce R. McKonkie (a
member of the Quorum of the 12) decided to write down Mormon Doctrine in a book with that title. It was first
publishedin 1958. He attempted to consolidatethe beliefs of the LDS churchinto a simpleform and to describe
the various teachings. He was discouraged from doing this by his uncle, then president of the church, David O.
McKay. After some major revisions based oninput from other churchleaders including Spencer Kimball, the
second edition was publishedin 1966 and became a standard reference sourcefor many Mormons of the era. It
went out of printin 2010. The title page contains a then raredisclaimer thatitis not an official publication or
position of the Mormon Church. Such disclaimers have become more common inrecent years andinstructions
regardingthe required disclaimers are now included in the general handbook for members making their own pro-
LDS web pages. Similar disclaimers areincluded by representatives of FairMormonin all of their communications.

Among other things, the firstversion of Mormon Doctrine claims thatthe Catholic Churchis the “great and
abominablechurch” described in the Book of Mormon and Bible®®. Italsoclaims that Negroes were “those who
were less valiantin the pre-existence” and describes peep stones (such as the one Joseph used to dictatethe Book
of Mormon) as being the devil’s imitation of the Urim and Thummim.

RESTORATION — “THIS IS NOT MY DOCTRINE”

Joseph taught that the doctrines which he introduced were not new, but a restoration of things done in the New
and Old Testament times. The doctrineof polygamy or plural marriagewas taught as beinga restoration. He

94 https://www.lds.org/ensign/2013/09/how-is-doctrine-established?lang=eng

95 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2013/10/no-other-gods?lang=eng

% “Itis alsotothe Book of Mormon to which we turn for the plainestdescription of the Catholic Church as the
greatand abominablechurch.” Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 130 (1958). This claimregarding
Catholocismis consistent with comments made by David O. McKay and earlier church authorities, butwas
removed inlater editions. This was also stronglyimplied by J. Reubin Clarkin his April 1949 Address: Beware of
FalseProphets (May 1949 Ensign, pg 268) https://archive.org/details/improvementera5205unse/page/nl3
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taught that all teachings and ordinances of both the New Testament and Old Testament should be restored. This
included animal sacrifice.X Thisis in contrastwith many mainstream Christian religions who feel that the New
Testament and Christtake precedence andreplace Old Testament teachings and practices.

...all the ordinances and duties that ever have been required by the Priesthood, under the directions and
commandments of the Almighty inany of the dispensations,shallallbehadinthe lastdispensation,

therefore all things had under the authority of the Priesthood at any former period, shall behad again...>”

Early Mormons includingJoseph Smith, Brigham Young, and other prophets until at leastJoseph Fielding Smith
(1876-1972) taught aninterpretation of the Old Testament including Genesis events such as the creation of Adam
and Eve, aliteral 7 daycreation (as opposed to evolution), and the tower of Babel includingthe confusion of
languages as a literal events. Per this theory, inhabitants of the Americas (Jaredites) from about 2200 BC to 600 BC
would have spoken the “pure Adamiclanguage”.

Brigham Young routinely taught that things which he said fromthe pulpitwere not his own, but rather doctrines
that he had heard from Joseph Smith.

ESTABLISHING AND CHANGING DOCTRINE
Officially, doctrine never changes?é.

Doctrines are eternal and do not change; however, the Lord, through His prophet, may change practices
and programs, according to the needs of the people.?®

...we stand inholy places, for His doctrine is sacred and will not change inthe social and political winds of
our day.100

Inreality, doctrine does change and is redefined on an ongoing basis. Significantshifts in doctrine are often done
with official declarations. Forless prominentdoctrines,a more subtle method is used. Establishmentand
modification of doctrineincludes the following steps:

1. Introduction and establishment of a doctrine

A doctrineis often introduced in the form of a talk or speech given to the body of the church

2. Embellishment and Justification
New doctrines may requirejustification to persuadethe body of the church. This was especiallytrueearly
on before family and community bonds made it difficultto leave the movement. Justifications may be
rooted in Biblical references, logical arguments, and/or theological arguments including claimed
revelations. Doctrines can be embellished and tweaked by churchleadership as needed.

3. Alternate doctrine or modification
Modifyinga doctrine is usually done by the upper leadershipincludingthefirstpresidency and the
quorum of the 12. Major correction or changes are done via Official Declarations. However, whenever

97 Joseph Smith (Oct. 5, 1840),in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 171-73

98 See https://www.lds.org/ensign/2013/09/how-is-doctrine-established?lang=eng

99 https://www.lds.org/manual/teachings-of-the-living-prophets-student-manual/chapter-2-the-living-prophet-
the-president-of-the-church?lang=eng see also: https://www.lds.org/manual/teaching-in-the-saviors-way/part-3-
teach-the-doctrine/teach-the-doctrine?lang=eng and
http://emp.byui.edu/SATTERFIELDB/Rel431/Doctrine%20Quotes.pdf fora good general overview of the modern
approachto LDS doctrine.

100 Apostle Robert Hales: https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2013/04/stand-strong-in-holy-places?lang=eng
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possible, doctrineis changed ina more subtlemanner as this is less disruptive to the membership as
outlinedin steps 4-6.

4. Dual-narrative phase (doctrines 1 & 2 maintained together)10?
Inthis phase, conflicting doctrines may be maintainedinparallel. Inorderto avoid conflict, one of the
doctrines might be classified as a “higher order doctrine” or “mystery of Godliness”. This “higher
doctrine” may only be taught to committed members and/or onlytaughtinthe temple. As this “higher
doctrine” becomes less prominent, it may be removed from temple teachings, though members will still
be allowed to maintainitas partof their personal belief system.

5. Doctrinal Ambiguity and weasel words
Insome cases, the church may chooseto create ambiguity when a doctrineis considered strange by the
larger public. When this is implemented, the details of the doctrine may be considered less important
than ‘God’s love for his children’ or the way in which God interacts with ‘his people’. For example, “we
may not know all of the details abouthow the creationtook place” or “while few Latter-day Saints would
identify with caricatures of having their own planet, most would agree that the awe inspired by creation
hints at our creative potential in the eternities”.292 Often the teachings of church leaders aredescribed as
the beliefs of random church members 193,

6. “We have always maintained” (doctrine2).
Inthis phase, the preferred version of the doctrine becomes the dominant narrative. Previous doctrines
are sometimes denied, and when questions areasked, the answer generally states that those who taught

these former histories/doctrines “did nothave the full lightand knowledge that we have today”.104

Generally, doctrines which have been changed or eliminated are redefined to being policies%5, becausepolicies
can change (as opposed to doctrines which never officially change).

REDEFINING TERMS

Rather than acknowledge that the church has presented inaccurateor falseinformationinthe pastorthat
doctrines have changed, the Mormon Church has undertaken to redefine terms ina way that makes the previous

statements and doctrines more acceptable.

PROPHET, SEER, AND REVELATOR

Joseph was known to the early church as a prophet, a seer, and a revelator. The 3 terms were not generally
interchangeableinthe earlyyears. In the translation of the Old Testament undertaken by Joseph Smith inJune of
1830, the text begins:

101 A good example of a dual narrativethatis activetodayis with polygamy. This s still an officially doctrineand
per early quotes necessary for salvation, butitis currently completely forbidden, with those who practicethis
doctrine being excommunicated from the church.

102 https://www.lds.org/topics/becoming-like-god?lang=eng

103 See for example https://www.lds.org/study/history/topics/lamanite-identity?lang=eng. “...some early Latter-
day Saints speculated about which specific groups [of Native Americans] were the descendants of Book of Mormon
peoples...”. The articlefails to mention that churchleaders includingall of the prophets between 1830and 1980
made this claim.

104 Regarding Blacks and the Priesthood, the church wrote: Soon after the revelation, Elder Bruce R. McConkie, an
apostle, spoke of new “light and knowledge” that had erased previously “limited understanding.” See:
https://www.lds.org/topics/race-and-the-priesthood?lang=eng

105 One example is with respect to blacks and the priesthood: “Church leaders believed that a revelation from God
was needed to alter the policy...” https://www.lds.org/topics/race-and-the-priesthood?lang=eng

"
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A Revelation given to Joseph the Revelator June 1830

At the end of the firstchapter —an addition to the bibleadded by Joseph and prior to the text of Genesis chapter

1, the text reads:

A Revelation given to the Elders of the Church of ChristOn the first Book of Moses given-teJoseph-the
Seertos

The term seer was defined as being someone who couldlookintothe Urimand Thummim and receive revelation.

In 1878, Orson Prattquestioned:

What man, | would ask further, among all the religions of the earth, for the lastseventeen centuries, that

has possessed the Urim and Thummim, the gift that would constitute him a seer and a revelator?107

The term “seer” began to be used as a generic title with the other terms “prophet, seer, and revelator” no later
than 1852 when Brigham Young began to assumethese titles. Brighamhowever never claimedto actas a seer or

to seethings instones or otherwise. The combined title is often associated with Joseph Smith when used.

The decade of the 2010s has the fewest mentions of “seer” of any decade in general conference sincethe 1860ss
and roughly 25% of the proceeding decade. This may be associated with the release of information regardingseer

stones and a desire to avoid this topicin general conference.

TRANSLATE
Inthe 1960s (and probably through the 1990s), the LDS church maintained that Joseph was a scholar of languages

and was proficientin Greek, Hebrew, and Egyptian. This quote is typical:

Itis interestingto note that the Prophet, who had little opportunity for formal schooling, was our greatest
advocate of education.Sensing that his people should know languages, especially thosebasic languages
of the Holy Bible, he employed a Hebrew scholar, Dr.Seixas from Oberlin College, to come over to
Cleveland, Ohio, to teach Hebrew to the leaders of the Church. He thought they could master itinseven
weeks of night school. This proved a little bitshort, and they employed him for another seven weeks —
fourteen weeks—equal to one quarter of schooling. Only two of the students mastered Hebrew
sufficiently to give any discourses on it, the Prophet Joseph Smith and Orson Pratt. All others felt a little

inadequateinthatlanguage.

Inthe courseof a brief few years the Prophet Joseph was able to read Egyptian—the ancient
hieroglyphics—German, Hebrew, and Greek. | suppose he would not have been proficientinspeaking
any of them, but he understood them and conversed on Biblical writings in thosevarious languages.On

one occasion hementioned a great number of languages andsaid, “If | livelong enough | will master them
al| 7108

In 2005, Bushman stated:

Maybe we do need to have another word... | thinkwe certainly need to make clear to our childrenas we
teach them or whoever that when we refer to a translation, is carryingthe message from one cultureinto

106 O|d testiment revision 1 can be found on the Joseph Smith Papers website:
107 Orson Pratt, 1878, General Conference
108 https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/william-e-berrett life-character-prophet-joseph-smith/
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the language of another. Not necessarily using the dictionary word. So we do have to generalize or

change the meaning of the word translation from its ordinary usage.1%®

Perhaps following this suggestion, by the 2010s, the church claimed that Joseph Smith had no special knowledge of
these languages and that all of his “translating”is not “translating”in the traditional sense, but rather receiving

inspired words via the Holy Ghost.

We do know some things about the translation process. The word translation typically assumes an expert

knowledge of multiplelanguages.Joseph Smith claimed no expertise inany language...

Inthese inspiredtranslations,Joseph Smith did not claimto know the ancientlanguages of the records he

was translating...

Joseph’s translations took a variety of forms. Some of his translations, like that of the Book of Mormon,
utilized ancientdocuments in his possession. Othertimes, his translations were not based on any known

physical records...

...illustrations with no clear connection to Abrahamanciently could, by revelation, shed light on the life

and teachings of this prophetic figure. 110

The implicationisthateven ifJoseph did not have records and did not translatethem inthe literal sense, the fact

that he produced material which the church believes to be inspired means that he engaged intranslation.

A recent accountfrom BYU —the church owned university - shows how the production of the Book of Mormon has

gone from “translation”to “dictating the translation”:
aprl4,1829:

Joseph Smith commenced the second week of dictating the translation of the Book of Mormon to Oliver
Cowdery!1?

In 2015, the church published additional lesson material stating thatthe Inspired Translation of the Biblewas also
made without consultingthe original Hebrew or Greek, but rather based on the KingJames Version and

“promptings of the holy ghost”.112

A 2018 video by the church history department uses both the words dictation and translation when describingthe
creation of the text of the book of Abraham13, In the Joseph Smith Papers project, revelations and translations
areincludedina combined volume which eliminates the need for historiansto distinguish between documents

109 https://www.mormonstories.org/podcast/richard-bushman-and-rough-stone-rolling-part-1-experiences-as-a-
mormon-historian/Part3, 51 minutes into the recording.

110 https://www.lds.org/topics/translation-and-historicity-of-the-book-of-abraham?lang=eng

111 http://ischronology.byustudies.byu.edu/ accessedJan.2017.

112 joseph’s translation was not carried out in the traditional sense. He didn’t consult Greek and Hebrew texts or use
lexicons to create a new English version. Rather, he used the King James Version of the Bible as his starting point
and made additions and changes as he was directed by the Holy Ghost. https://history.lds.org/article/revelations-
in-context-doctrine-and-covenants-joseph-smith-translation-bible?lang=eng

113 From the context, it appears that“dictation” is the way that the book of Abraham was produced or given, and
“translation”is theword used to describethe project as a whole. See.
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which have traditionally been classified as separately. Additional material from 2018 callsthe Book of Mormon a

“revelatory translation”114,

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE AND SEALINGS
Celestial marriagewas a concept introduced around 1842 where sealings becamea marriagefor the after-life. This
doctrine was a modification of proposals made by Swedenborg. The term Celestial Marriagewhen used inthe

church was synonymous to Plural Marriageuntil atleast1890.
A brief history of events:

e Inthe earlychurch, marriagewas a civil matterinthe policy statement included as section 101 inthe 1835
edition of the D&C. At the Kirtland temple, marriages were open to the public (including non-members)
and parties afterwards included dancingand alcohol.

e Celestial marriageor sealings wereviewed as a religious ceremony associated with the temple rather than
alegal ceremony, as plural marriages were illegal within the United States, Mexico, and Canada duringthe
entire time that they were sanctioned by the LDS church.

e The term “celestial marriage”as usedin D&C 132 andin the early church upto 1890 refers onlyto plural
marriage. This was a requirement to get into the highestdegree of the celestial kingdom. The following
was stated by Joseph F. Smith to congress under oath:

We formerly taught to our people that polygamy or Celestial Marriage as commanded by God
through Joseph Smith was right; that itwas a necessity to man’s highest exaltation in the life to
come. That doctrine was publicly promulgated by our president, the late Brigham Young, forty
years ago, and was steadily taughtand impressed upon the Latter-Day Saints up to September,

1890.115

Another churchleader made itclear that celestial marriageand plural marriage were the samein his 1887

conference address:

Men who have entered into celestial marriage -- thatis, those who have taken plural wives -- are

barred from takingthe oath.116

114 Referring to the Kinderhook plates: “Joseph evidently did not attempt a revelatory translation as he had done
with the Book of Mormon plates” see: https://www.lds.org/study/history/topics/kinderhook-plates?lang=eng
115 Joseph F. Smith - Reed Smoot Case, vol.1 p. 18.

116 Angus M. Cannon, 1887,in a general conference address. He was referring to taking an oath againstplural
marriageas required by a federal lawat the time.



https://www.lds.org/study/history/topics/kinderhook-plates?lang=eng

GC usage of marriage related terms
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Marriage terms as used in general conference. Note that celestial marriage has two peaks: One
associated with the traditional definition (plural marriage) and then a new one after the 1940s

associated with the new definition — Temple Marriage.

By 1930117 or so when itbecame clear that plural marriage would not come backto the mainstream
church, celestial marriagereferred to any marriage performed in the temple, and by this time plural
marriages were not practiced inthe mainstreamchurch. Celestial marriagewas hereafter defined as a
typical,dual partner (oppositesex) relationship thathad been performed inthe temple.

Sealings inthe early church were mostly associated with polygamous marriages. Joseph was sealed to
more than 30 women, but never sealed to his biological children during his lifetime (even though itis
argued by church apologists thatthese powers had been around for 8 years prior to his death).
Duringthe earlydaysin Utah (1850-1880s), sealings took various forms. Men were sealedinthe temple
generally when they were to be married to more than one woman. Men were alsosealed to men of
higher priesthood. This was a non-sexual union believed to give the men with the lesser priesthood an
advantage in the afterlife. In one case, a former servantto Joseph Smith (Jane Manning) who was black
askedto be sealed to her family. After being rejected based on the ‘curse of Ham’ or ‘curse of Cain’
doctrine, she was finally allowed to be sealed to Joseph Smith as an eternal servant1®, Thisisthe only

known case of this type of sealing.11®

BOOK OF MORMON AND THE LAMANITES

117 This change occurred between 1890 and 1930, but is hardto date exactly as there was likely a transition.

118 Even though she was sealed to Joseph Smith as a slave, her partinthe ceremony was done by proxy because
she could not go into the temple (becauseof her race).

118 hitp://churchofthefridge.com/sealed-as-a-slave-the-disrespect-of-jane-manning/ In 1978, Mormons believe

that Jane was finally sealed to her biological familyina proxy ceremony for the dead.
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Among other things, one of the main claims of the Book of Mormon is thatit canidentify how the Americas were
originally populated. This was a topic of great interestinthe late 18t and early 19t century prior to the land-
bridge theories and DNA testing. Inthese earlier centuries, many people believed that Adam livedin 4000 BC and

that the populating of the Americas would have come after the flood which occurred about 2304 BC.120

The claimthat Native Americans were descendants of Lehi was taught by Joseph Smith when he commanded
people inthe name of the lordto preachto the Lamanites. Early churchleadersinsome cases recommended that
male members take plural wives fromamong the Native Americans to help to fulfill the prophecy that they would
become a “white and delightsome” people.

Spencer W. Kimball statedin 1971:

(Lehi, the family patriarch, was) the ancestor of all of the Indian and Mestizo tribes in North and South

and Central America andinthe islandsofthe sea.12!
Regarding Native Americans, the title page in the Book of Mormon from 1981-2007 read:

After thousands ofyears, all were destroyed except the Lamanites, and they arethe principal ancestors of
the American Indians.

After 2007, itread:

After thousands ofyears, all were destroyed except the Lamanites, and they are among the ancestors of

the American Indians.
In 1993 (and 2016122), Elder Nelson narrowed the scope of the claims of the Book of Mormon when he stated:

There are some things that the Book of Mormon is not. It is not a text of history, although some history is
found withinits pages. Itis not a definitive work on ancient American agricultureor politics.Itis nota
record of all former inhabitants of the Western Hemisphere, but only of particular groups of people.1?3

Inspite of narrowingthe scopeof the Native American ancestry and historical claims, the book of Mormon is still
defined as being more accuratethan the Bibleandis used to test the correctness of Biblical translations:

The most reliableway to measure the accuracy of any biblical translation is notby comparing different

texts, but by comparison with the Book of Mormon and modern-day revelations.124

Members are warned that ifthey do notread it at least15-30 minutes a day, they may losetheir testimony. In

1986, a renewed focus on the Book of Mormon was instituted by the then leader of the church, Ezra T. Benson.125

120 http://creation.com/the-date-of-noahs-flood

121 http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/Ids/ci_ 7403990

122 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865657216/The-Book-of-Mormon-is-a-miraculous-miracle-says-
PresidentRussell-M-Nelson-at-2016-Seminar-for.html?pg=all

123 https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/07/a-treasured-testament?lang=eng

124 hitps://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-
policies/21.1?lang=eng& r=1#211 section21.1.7

125 hitps://www.lds.org/general-conference/1986/10/the-book-of-mormon-keystone-of-our-

religion?lang=eng& r=1
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INFALLIBILITY OF PROPHETS

Prophets within Mormonism actas God’s mouthpiece. They canspeakas prophets, and as such they are regarded
as infallible. However, they arealso humanand sometimes speak as “men”. When they speakas ‘men’, they are

allowed to be inerror. Inpractice, this usually means thatwhenever they have said somethingwhichis clearlyin

error, itis said thatthey must have spoken that as a man and not as a prophet.

The converseis alsotrue. When church leaders say somethingthat might be prophetic, itcan be ignored until it
appears that it might have been fulfilled, whereupon this prophecy is canonized.126

This doctrine or method of dealing with prophetic errors was established veryearlyon. In 1832, Joseph had a
revelationthat Oliver should goto Canada to sell the copyrightto the Book of Mormon. However, they were

unsuccessful onthis trip. Peter Whittmer later wrote:

Well, we were all ingreattrouble; and we asked Joseph how itwas that he hadreceived a revelation from
the Lord for some brethren to go to Toronto andsell the copyright,and the brethren had utterly failedin
their undertaking. Joseph did not know how itwas, so he enquired of the Lord about it, and behold the
followingrevelation camethrough the stone: “Some revelations are of God: some revelations are of
men: and some revelations are of the devil.” So we see that the revelationto go to Toronto and sell the
copyrightwas not of God, but was of the devil or of the heart of man.127

In 1842, Dr. William Richards stated:

Sometimes Mr. Smith speaks as mere man. If he gave a wrong opinion respecting the book, he spoke as

a mere man.128

Brigham Young taught that everything that he said fromthe pulpitwas doctrine. He further stated that essentially
everything he taught was not his own teaching, but rather something that he learned from Joseph Smith. He freely

admitted that Joseph was a seer — someone with the power to use stones to see things — and that he was not.

We are not accountable on points of doctrine if the President makes a statement.Itis not our
prerogative to dispute it. He is only accountablein points of doctrine.| have heard PresidentYoung avow

the truth of Adam being our Father and God but have never heard him argue the question atall.12?

126 Section 87, said to predict the civil warisa good casein point. It was added in 1876, 16 years after the civilwar
started. The outbreak of war which is predicted could and likely did refer to ongoingrebellions in the year in which
it was given (1832). Of these rebellions, Joseph Smith wrote in History of the Church (vol. 1, pg.301): “The people
of South Carolina,in convention assembled (in November), passedordinances, declaringtheir state a free and
independent nation...PresidentJacksonissued his proclamation against this rebellion, called outa force sufficient
to quell it,and implored the blessings of God to assistthenationto extricate itself from the horrors of the
approachingand solemn crisis.” When these rebellions did notlead to the predicted war, this section was left out
of the 1835 and 1844 editions of the Doctrineand Covenants. However, when the civilwar did occuraround
1860s, many saw this early writingas prophetic and began to preach that Joseph Smith had predicted the civil war.
Some parts of the prophecy or prediction, such as that “war will be poured out upon all nations, beginningatthis
place” never occurred. See http://www.mrm.org/civil-war

127 Whittmer, An address to Believers in Christ.

128 hitp://www.mormonthink.com/greekweb.htm

123 Elder Abraham B. Smoot, "Minutes of the School of the Prophets," pp. 37-42,June 8, 1868.
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The doctrine of infallibility was introduced around 1883, but reinforced in 1890 to help members support the idea

of ending Polygamy130,

"I sayto Israel, the Lord will never permit me or any other man who stands as President of this church
to lead you astray. Itis notin the program. Itis notinthe mind of God. If | were to attempt that, the Lord
would remove me out of my place,and so He will any other man who attempts to lead the children of
men astray from the oracles of God and from their duty."131

In 1981, Ezra Taft Benson made a strong casefor infallibility of leadershipin histalk, “Fourteen fundamentalsin

followingthe prophet”.132

e First:The prophet is the only man who speaks for the Lord in everything.

e Second: The living prophet is more vital to us than the Standard Works.

e Third: The living prophetis more importantto us than a dead prophet.

e  Fourth: The prophet will never lead the Church astray.

e  Fifth: The prophet is not required to have any particularearthly trainingor diplomas to
speakon any subjector acton any matter at anytime.

e Sixth: The prophet does not have to say “Thus saith the Lord” to give us scripture.

e Seventh: The prophet tells us what we need to know, not always whatwe want to know.

e Eighth: The Prophet is not limited by men’s reasoning.

e Ninth: The prophet can receive revelation on any matter—temporal or spiritual.

e Tenth: The prophet may well advise on civic matters.

e Eleventh: The two groups who have the greatest difficulty in following the prophet arethe
proud who are learned and the proud who arerich.

e  Twelfth: The prophet will notnecessarily be popular with the world or the worldly.

e Thirteenth: The prophet and his counselors make up the FirstPresidency —The highest
quorum inthe Church.

e Fourteenth: The prophet and the presidency—the living prophet and the FirstPresidency—

followthem and be blessed—rejectthem and suffer.

Spencer W. Kimball rebuked Benson for his talk after itwas given. However, this talk, was repeated and affirmed

(inan abbreviated message outlining the same points) at the 2010 general conference.133

130 This was especiallyimportant because Mormon leaders in the decade prior had stated that if the church ended
polygamy, itwould be ina state of apostasy.

131 The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, sel.G. Homer Durham [1946], 212-13. Thisis essentially a repeatof a
quote from Joseph F. Smith in General conference from 1883, “If any man in that position should become
unfaithful, God would remove him out of his place.| testify in the name of Israel's God that He will notsuffer the
head of the Church, him whom He has chosento stand at the head, to transgress His laws and apostatize;the
moment he shouldtake a course that would intime lead to it, God would take him away. Why? Because to suffer a
wicked man to occupy that position, would be to allow, as itwere, the fountainto become corrupted, whichis
something He will never permit.”

132 hitps://www.lds.org/liahona/1981/06/fourteen-fundamentals-in-following-the-prophet?lang=eng

133 hitps://www.lds.org/general-conference/2010/10/obedience-to-the-prophets?lang=eng
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Other churchleaders havestated that falsedoctrines aretaughtinthe church. Eugene England wrote a letter to
Bruce R. McConkie (a Mormon apostle)in 1981 regarding both this doctrineand the eternal progression of God. In
his reply he condemned this doctrineas false, McConkie went on to state:

I do not know all of the providences of the Lord, but | do know that he permits false doctrine to be taught
in and out of the Church and that such teaching is part of the sifting process of mortality. We will be
judged by what we believe among other things. If we believe false doctrine, we will be condemned.!34

Appostle McConkie went on to explain:

Itis my provinceto teach to the Church what the doctrine is. It is your province to echo what | say or to

remain silent.3>
In2013, itappears that churchleaders arenow allowed to be fallibleagain —at leastin some cases.

And, to be perfectly frank, there have been times when members or leaders inthe Church have simply
made mistakes. There may have been things said or done that were notin harmony with our values,

principles, or doctrine.136
The church teaches that modern revelation takes precedence over revelationinthe past.

Speaking under the direction of the Holy Ghost, the living prophet’s words take precedence over other
statements on the same issue. His inspired counsel isin harmony with the eternal truths inthe standard

works andis focused upon the needs and conditions of his day.37
Note:

. That the living prophet’s words take precedence over other statements on the issue(which couldinclude
the words of Christ)is proceeded by the phrase “speaking under the direction of the Holy Ghost”. Thus, anything
saidthatturns out to be falseor awkward canlater be defined as something which was not under the direction of

the Holy Ghost.

. The words aredefined to be “in harmony with the eternal truths inthe standard works”, even though the

phrase “take precedence” implies thatthey are something new or different.138

POLICY
The difference between policyand doctrineis sometimes negligible. Whenever doctrines are changed however,

the old doctrine becomes a “policy” by default. Policies areallowed to change, whereas Doctrines are “eternal”.

134 http://www.mrm.org/bruce-mcconkies-rebuke-of-eugene-england

135 http://www.eugeneengland.org/a-professor-and-apostle-correspond-eugene-england-and-bruce-r-mcconkie-
on-the-nature-of-god

136 Ychtdorf, 2013. https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2013/10/come-join-with-us?lang=eng

137 https://www.lds.org/manual/teachings -of-the-living-prophets-student-manual /chapter-2-the-living-prophet-
the-president-of-the-church?lang=eng

138 See also http://puremormonism.blogspot.com/2014/10/how-to-become-apostate-in-one-afternoon.html foran
excellent coverage of this topic.
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Doctrines are eternal and do not change; however, the Lord, through His prophet, may change practices

and programs, accordingto the needs of the people.13?

Failed prophecies, such as the prediction that man would never go into spaceor that the moon was peopled by
beings that dressed like Quakers arealso redefined to be non-doctrinal and the personal opinions of the prophets

who stated them:

Some people alsostumble over statements made by Church leaders that have turned out to be incorrect,

not about doctrine but in their personal opinions 14°

In some cases, policies aresaid to be received by revelation4!. This may serve to further blur the line between

doctrine and policy.

RELABELING TERMS

Around 2017, Endowment rooms were relabeled to be called “instruction rooms” 142,

In April of 2018, the LDS churchretired or rebranded their “Home and Visiting Teaching” programs and now calls

the modified program “Ministering”43,

DOCTRINES DEALING WITH SEX AND GENDER

JOSEPH SMITH - INTRODUCTION OF POLYGAMY

Modern readers may have a tendency to think of early America as a placeof moral uprightness and Victorian
virtues. In fact, bundling — a practice where a man might spend the night and sharethe bed of his courtship
interest was common inthe mid 18t century and continued in parts of New Englandinto the early 19th century44,
Around the 1750s,as manyas 1/3 of all brides were pregnant at the time of marriage.

We know very littleregardingthe early sexuality of Joseph Smith. Here is what can be stated with some certainty:

1) Joseph met Emma in 1825 while on a treasure hunting mission where he was using his stone to look for
buried treasure. Her father was one of the supporters of the dig. Joseph married Emma Haleon Jan 18,
1827145, They eloped to South Bainbridge, New York. This marriagewas in opposition to her father’s
wishes.

2) Her (IsaacHale)father did not believe inJoseph’s supernatural gifts atthe time of their marriage,in part
due to his failuretofind any buried treasure duringa month-long search. Inspiteof this, he promised to

139 https://www.lds.org/manual/teachings -of-the-living-prophets-student-manual/chapter-2-the-living-prophet-
the-president-of-the-church?lang=eng

140 https://www.lds.org/ensign/2015/03/when-doubts-and-questions-arise?lang=eng#

141 This was the casefor the Nov 2015 policy, which Nelson claimed was received by revelation.

142 hitps://youtu.be/XCLZ-F_LV90?t=224

143 hitps://www.sltrib.com/religion/2018/04/02/no-more-mormon-home-and-visiting-teaching-outreach-will-be-a-
holier-ministering/

144 hitp://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Bundling.aspx

145 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emma_Smith
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)
8)
9)

forgive Joseph (presumably for lyingand tricking his employer) if he would stop usingthe stone and work
as afarmer. Joseph evidently promised to do this around 1827 but gave up around 1828 and continued
working on the book of MormonXi, usingthe brown seer stone.146
In 1831, arevelation was given that stated that men should marry Lamanites so that their seed could
become “white and delightsome”. In 1834, this was interpreted by Joseph Smith to mean that married
men would be marryingthese Native Americans in polygamous relationships.14’
The firstdocumented extramarital relation of Joseph was with Fanny Alger, probably sometime between
1833-1836. She was living with the family atthis time working as a hired servant. Accordingto atleast
one contemporary account, Emma had adopter her as a daughter. Whileitis unlikelythatthere was a
legal adoption, records confirmthat they were emotionally close. When Emma discovered the sexual
relationship, shedrove Fanny out of the housel48,
The “sealing power” was claimed to be restored in 1836 at the Kirtland Temple. This claimwas made
years after the event and not made by Joseph duringhis lifetime. After this event took place, Mormons
claimthe plural marriages were legitimatein the eyes of God, even though they were illegalinall of the
political entities where they were undertaken duringthe 19t century (USA, Canada, Mexico). Earlyon,
these relationships were prosecuted usingthe anti-bigamylaws. From about the 1870s onward, the US
government also established anti-polygamy laws.
In 1835, the following declaration on marriagewas added to the Mormon scriptural cannon (Doctrineand
Covenants):
Inas much as this church of Christ has been reproached with the crime of fornication, and
polygamy: we declare that we believe, that one man should have one wife; and one woman, but

one husband, except in the caseof death, when either is atliberty to marry again.14?

This section was added when Joseph was out of town. Itis possiblethatthis prohibition was added due to

rumors about his sexuality (or potentially that of other members) at this relatively early date.

Joseph became a free masonon Mar 15, 1842.
Joseph became the master free mason in Nauvoo on Mar 16th, 1842,
The modified mason ceremony was firstused for sealings on May 4, 1842150, These were sometimes

performed inthe woods outside of Nauvoo.

146 Emma is considered reliablein this caseand points to the brown stone, but some other sources pointto him
usinghis white or cream colored seer stone.

147 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origin_of latter Day_Saint polygamy

148 Quinn points out in Origins of Power that Oliver Cowdrey and other early church leaders also likely had
adulterous affairsand thatthis did not automatically disqualify them from leadershipin the eyes of their people.
143 Doctrine and Covenants (1835 ed.), section 101, p. 251. Removed in 1876. This section also goes into some
detail to describemarriageas a legal relationship. The timingof this statement is curious,and mayindicatethat
the Fanny Alger affair or something similar happened prior to this publication.

150 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Nauvoo
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10) John C. Bennett!®!, the assistantpresidentofthe churchfrom 1841 to 1842, was excommunicated for
“spiritual wivery” on May 11, 1842152, This practiceappears to have started around 1841, which
corresponds to the timeframe when Joseph began takinglarge numbers of suitors. The practicewas
publically condemned, even though in many ways itresembled what would later be known as polygamy.
Some speculate that polygamy as a doctrine formed at this time and that previous sexual rela tionships
that Joseph had could best be described as affairsoradultery. Accordingto some contemporary
accounts, Bennett performed abortions on women who may have been made pregnant by Joseph
Smithxii,

Between 1838 and 1844, Joseph had relations or “sealings” to more than 30 women, of which atleast14
were married. It appears thatatleastone of these was non-sexual innature. He would atleast

11

~

sometimes tell the women that an angel with a flamingsword had appeared to him and threatened that
they would kill himif he did not take them as a plural wife'®3. He also promised salvation to both

themselves and their extended familyin exchange for their obedience in becoming a plural wife.
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12) Marriages accelerated between 1842 and 1844 when Joseph was sealed to atleast20 women. This
corresponded to the adoption of Masonry within the male membership of Mormonism. The total
estimate of wives or affairs varies, butcrediblesources indicate 30 or more, with most putting the
number closeto 35.

13) Joseph was upset by the distribution of the “Nauvoo expositor”. It was published with the help of William
Law, a former member of the firstpresidency who had become upset and left the church after Joseph

151 Bennett was given a high leadership positionin the Mormon movement inpart as a reward for securingthe
Nauvoo Charter which gave early Mormons and Joseph Smith a high degree of independence from other state and
local governments. Both Mormons and non-Mormons agree that he was he was basicallya con-man. He was a
doctor and some claimthathe performed abortions on women to help to hide polygamy of Joseph and others. He
isalsocredited with creatinga new chicken breed, the Plymouth Rock. See:
http://www.geauga4h.org/poultry/chicken_breeds.htm .

152 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_C. Bennett

153 At least9 individuals madethis claim. See https://voutu.be/AcilEmglUlc?t=1245
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Smith tried to seduce his wifel>*. One of the main claims of the paper was that Joseph Smith had multiple
wives. The other was that Joseph was becoming a dictator and that he had been anointed as a King by
the Council of the Fifty. Joseph denied these claims55, The newspaper is considered by some historians
to be mildinterms of the accusations madevs.those which could have been made by the authors. In any
case,Joseph, with the help of the city council, ordered that the press be destroyed and itwas. This upset
local non-Mormons andleadto his incarcerationandlater death. One of the two charges duringthis final

incarceration was for adultery1°®,

Most of the documentation which exists regardingJoseph’s polygamy was collected at the direction of LDS leaders
between about 1865 and 1890 for the purpose of justifying polygamy within Mormonismand to refute claims of
authority coming from the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints (RLDS) which was reconstituted
in1860.1%7

POLYGAMY (POLYGYNY AND POLYANDRY) — AN OVERVIEW

Polygamy was practiced by the mainstream LDS churchinvarious degrees between about 1842 and 1920. Itis still
a belief, and will be “practicedin the eternities”. The practice varied sowidelythat usingthe singleterm to
describethe various practices islimiting. It might be more useful to think of polygamyinterms of periods which

loosely merge together.

1) The adultery period - 1832-1838: Duringthis period,Joseph was caught havingsex with Fanny Alger, and
was alleged to have had sex with others. The framework and theology for polygamy had not been
constructed inanydetail, and relationships might best be described as they were by Oliver Cowdrey —as a
“dirty, nasty affair”18,

2) The polygyny and polyandry period —1838-1842: Duringthis period, Joseph started to formalizethe
practiceand structural framework. Perhapsinorder to make itmore shameful for the women than
himselfif he were to be caught, duringthis period 9 of the 11 known ‘wives’ were married to other men
when Joseph had relationships with them.

3) The secretive years, part 1 —1842-1843: The taking of wives accelerated duringthis period, and 20 of the
21 wives Joseph took duringthis period were not married. In 1842, modified mason ceremonies including
the endowment were constructed to formalizethe secret nature of the relationshipsinto a theological
context. In 1843, Joseph dictated what would later be known as section 132 of the Doctrine and
Covenants which outlinethe formal principles of how polygamy would be practiced going forward.
Accordingto these principles,the man was required to marryvirgins. In 1844 Joseph was killed, primarily
as aresponseto the destruction of a press which he ordered. The press published only onepaper, an
expose detailing allegations of polygamy and some actions of the council of the 50.

4) The secretive years, part 2 - 1844-1852: Brighamcontinues to practice polygamy ina similar way to
Joseph. He teaches that the person who has the higher priesthood as the rightto women (over their

154 Joseph requested the wives of the bulk of the 12 apostles of the church atthat time, though he did not marry all
of them.

155 Joseph Smith said, “some say that | have 7 wives. How canthis be given that | canfind onlyone?”. In fact, he
had been involvedinrelationships with atleast30 women by this time.

156 As there was no legal framework for polygamy at the time, all sexual relations with women other than his legal
wife (Emma) would have been considered by the courts to be adulterous.

157 See for example https://archive.org/details/bloodatonementor00smit

158 See https://archive.org/stream/josephsmithprophO0wylwrich#page/58/mode/2up pgs 58-60 for additional
information.
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

husbands),and uses this logic to take atleastone women from her faithful and loving husband. The
Nauvoo temple is completed and sealings are performed for Brigham, Joseph (by other living peopleon
his behalf),and many others.

The open years — 1852-1884: Polygamyis formally acknowledged in Utah, though itis stilldenied in many
cases by the missionaries preachingand converting new recruits in Europe. The practice peaks duringthe
Mormon Reformation around 1857-1858 whichis also the period when the average of women getting
marrieditatits minimum. Preachingonthe topicin General Conference reaches a peak inthe 1870s and
1880s where itis often claimed thatitis required and a restoration of truth from the Old Testament.

The “do-or-die” years — 1884-1890: Polygamyis madea requirement for all churchleaders (Bishops,
Stake Presidents, etc). Some leaders teach that a minimum of 3 wives is required for exaltation. Many
areimprisoned or hidefrom federal authorities. John Taylor dies in hiding after writing what many
consider to be a revelation that polygamy will never end°°,

The “we don’t practice it, wink wink” years — 1890-1904: Polygamy s officially abolished by Wilford
Woodruff inthe USA and Utah gains statehood. Polygamyand the taking of new wives continues for
some, especially high church leaders whoin many cases not only continue to livewith all of their wives,
but alsotake new ones.

The “no, we really don’t practice it” years — 1904-1930: After the Smoot hearings, the 2"d manifesto is
issued. Two Apostles who keep marryingand approving polygamistwives areremoved from the quorum.
Many people who have multiple wives continue to live with them and have sexual relations and children.
This is allowed by the wording of the temple ceremony until about 1930.

Those that are not with us are against us — 1930-2000: Yes, we used to practice polygamy, but ifyou try
it we aregoing to excommunicate youl®9. Don’t do it, it’s a felony6l. That said, we reallyadmireour
polygamistancestors and all of the struggles that they went through to livethe fullness of the Gospel.
Polygamy “that was so long ago” — 2000 — present: Yes, some people practicedita longtime ago, but
that was justa crazy exception to Gods normal law, whichis monogamy. In2013,the introductionto

Official Declaration 1 was rewritten to reflect this new attitude62,

The practice of polygamy was firstacknowledged publicallyin a statement given by Orson Pratt on August 29,

1852193, |t had been a more or less open secret after about 1844, with rumors startingaround 1842. There was a

sectioninthe doctrine and covenants specifically prohibiting polygamy from 1835 until 1876. Due to this early

date, itis clear thataccusations regardingthe practicestarted very earlyinthe church, which hints that the

extramarital relationships may have occurred around this timel®4. The policyis as follows:

159 This revelationis disputed by many and itis difficultto prove whether or not itis authentic. It was first made
publicaround 1904. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1886 Revelation for additional information.

160 The “Third Manifesto” was issued by Heber J. Grantin 1933 and marks this changein practice. Thisis similarin
timing to changes in the law of chastityin the temple.

161 Bigamy was made a felony in 1935 in Utah. Itis one of the few states where itis a felony.

162 gee https://bycommonconsent.com/2013/02/28/groundbreaking-scriptural-heading-changes-dc-132-and-

official-declaration-1/for an overview.

163 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Plural Marriage . Itis somewhatironicthathe gave this address, given that he

had been excommunicated only 10 years early when he stood by his wifewho said thatJoseph Smith had tried to
take her as a spiritual wifewhen he was servinga missionin England. Sherefused, and was accused by Joseph
Smith of havingan adulterous affair with William Bennett. See: http://www.mormonthink.com/glossary/orson-
pratt.htm

164 Both Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery had extramarital relations around this time.
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Inas much as this church of Christhas been reproached with the crime of fornication, and polygamy: we
declarethat we believe, that one man should have one wife; and one woman, but one husband, except in
the caseof death, when either is atlibertyto marry again.1%>

This section was replaced by Section 132 of the Doctrineand Covenants, which explains and justifies polygamyin
1876.

Throughout her lifetime, Emma Smith denied that Joseph ever practiced polygamy and placed the
blame/responsibility for the practicesquarely with Brigham Young1%®. |nfact, she was probablyawareof the
practiceatsome level, at leastwith respect to a few of Joseph’s wives 187, She taught vigorously againstthe
practiceinthe Relief Society. For this reason,Joseph Smith suspended all meetings of the societyin March of
1844. He died inJune of that year. Thereafter Brigham Young disbanded the organization. The Relief Society was
added as anLDS institutionagainin 1867, though there were smaller ward-level organizationsinsomeplacesin

the intermediate years.

The first3 presidents of the reliefsociety: Emma Smith (1842-1844),Eliza R. Snow (1866-1877),and Zina D. H.
Young (1888-1901) had all been plural wives of Joseph Smith. The latter two were also plural wives to Brigham
Young. Earlypresidents of the Relief society had the callingforlife,andin many ways itwas the female equivalent
callingto that of the prophet.

Polygamy probably took a hard toll on many families. Itcertainly took a hardtoll on Emma and many of the early
women whose husbands engaged in the practice. Inthe 1870s and 1880s, Utah’s divorcerate was among the
highest inthe nation.16® Early presidents of the church had many wives, but also many divorces. Divorces
decreased after the declaration to end polygamy, and reached their lowest levels in the 1950s and 60s before the

rate started to increaseagain.

JUSTIFICATION OF POLYGAMY
The primary justification outlined for polygamy is foundin Doctrine and Covenants section 132, which remains
canonized LDS scripture (1876-present).

Some other justifications of polygamy given between 1831-1890 by prominent church leaders include:

1) Itwasapproved by God for Abraham, David, Solomon, and others and was required as the restoration of
all things.16°

165 Doctrine and Covenants (1835 ed.), section 101 vs 4, p. 251. Removed in 1876.

166 Emma denied this to her son, who was the leader of the Restored Church of Jesus Christof Latter Day Saints,
one of the many splinter groups. He traveled to Utah to investigateclaims regarding polygamy. Inorder to prove
that they were the “True Church”, many older women belonging to the LDS movement in the 1880s gave
statements regarding how they had been marriedto Joseph Smith. Thisis where much of the evidence for his
polygamy comes from.

167 Emma evidently agreed to the practiceand allowed Joseph to marry the Partridgesisters atone point. Joseph
purportedly required this for her to be ableto participatein Temple ceremonies that he said were required for her
salvation. Whatshedid not know at the time was that the marriage ceremony that was performed for her benefit
took placeseveral months after he had married the two in privateand started having sexual relations with them.
She alsoreportedly drove our Fanny Alger years earlier when she caught her and Joseph sharingintimacies.

168 Michael Quinn, as quoted here: http://mormoncurtain.com/topic_temples _section.html

169 See D&C section 132 and https://youtu.be/AcilEmglLUlc?t=1295
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2) Itwas practiced by both God the Father and Jesus Christ*V, both intime (mortality) andin eternity.17°

3) Itwasrequired inorder to (literally) makethe Native Americans into a “white and delightsome” people
through intermarriage with Caucasian men.171

4) Monogamy was claimed to have been instituted by the founders of the Roman Empire (“the mistress of
the world”) and a “system established by a set of robbers”.172

5) The “Monogamic system” was claimed to be the “fruitful source of prostitution and whoredom
throughout all the Christian monogamic cities of the Old and New World...”173,

6) Polygamywould solvethe issues of prostitution174,

7) Polygamy “is far superior to monogamy for the raising of healthy, robustchildren!”175

8) Polygamywas required for salvation. Failureto practiceit(when one could)would causedamnation.1’6

Brigham Young taught: “The only men who become Gods, even the sons of God, arethose who enter into
polygamy.”177

THE TRANSITION FROM POLYGAMY AS A CORE DOCTRINE

Mormons vigorously foughtthe federal anti-polygamyincludingthe Edmunds-Tucker actof 1887. By no later than
the early 1850s, Mormons believed that polygamy was a requirement from God that could not be changed.
Statements made by the leaders of the church between 1849 and 1890 includethe following:

1 Feb, 1849 - Firstcounselor Heber C. Kimball tells Sunday meeting that plural marriage "would end he
said when the Church had gone to the Devil or the Priesthood taken from this people - then God would
give it to another people." 178

“The principleof plurality of wives never will be done away...”17°
“You might as well deny ‘Mormonism,' and turn away fromit, as to oppose the plurality of wives.” 180

| bear my testimony that itis a necessity, and that the Church of Christinits fullness never existed without
it. Where you have the eternity of marriage you are bound to have plural marriage; bound to; and itis one

of the marks of the Church of Jesus Christinits sealingordinances.1®!

170 The Seer, pg 172, Apostle Orson Pratt.

171 See The Abominations of Mormonism Exposed, Cincinnati, 1852, pp.58-59 as quoted in The Changing World of
Mormonism, Tanner, pg 212.

172 Brigham Young, as quoted in Deseret News, Aug 6 1862 (further quoted in Tanner, Changing World of
Mormonism, p.248).

173 Journal of Discoursesvol.11 p. 128 as quoted in Tanner p.248.

174 hitps://youtu.be/AcilEmglLUIc?t=1215

175 Journal of Discourses,vol 13,p. 317 as quoted in Tanner p. 249.

176 Journal of Discourses, vol 20, pp 28-31. Joseph F. Smith stated in part“l understand the law of celestial
marriageto mean that every man in this Church, who has the ability to obey and practice it in righteousness and
will not, shall be damned.”

177 Brigham Young (Journal of Discourses 11:269)

178 The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power, Quinn 1997. See:

http://www.exmormon.org/mor mon/mormon036.htm

173 Apostle Heber C. Kimball, Deseret News, November 7, 1855

180 Apostle Heber C. Kimball,Journal of Discourses,v.5, p. 203

181 Apostle George Teasdale (quorum of the 12 from 1882-1907), Journal of Discourses, v. 25, pp. 19-22



https://youtu.be/AciIEmqLUIc?t=1215
http://www.exmormon.org/mormon/mormon036.htm

Accordingto the history of SaltLake, the Latter-day Saints Millennial Star printed the following:

Shortly before the revelation known as the manifesto (which put a stop to the practice of polygamy) was
given, Lorenzo Snow, who later became President of the Mormon Church, was declaringthatno such
revelation would ever come. When Lorenzo Snow was on trial for practicing polygamy, Mr. Bierbower
(the prosecutingattorney) predicted that if he was convicted, 'a new revelation would soon follow,
changingthe divinelaw of celestial marriage.' To this Mr. Snow replied: "Whatever fame Mr. Bierbower
may have secured as a lawyer, he certainly will failasa prophet. The severest prosecutions have never
been followed by revelations changinga divinelaw, obedience to which brought imprisonment or

martyrdom.

‘Though 1 go to prison, God will not change his law of celestial marriage. But the man, the people, the

nation, that oppose and fight againstthis doctrineand the Church of God, will be overthrown.” 182

Between atleast1855and 1890, polygamywas consideredto be a higher law. Section 132 of the doctrineand
covenants!83 teaches that in heaven there are 3 glories or degrees and that “in order to attain the highest, man
must enter intothe new and everlasting covenant of marriage.” Ifhe does not, “he cannothave anincrease”. The
“new and everlastingcovenant” or “celestial marriage” referred specifically to polygamy for all ofthe 19t andinto
the beginning of the 20" century. This doctrine—that man could become as god and have eternal increase by
becoming the parents to spirits inan afterlife-may be uniquely Mormon. Plural marriagewas considered superior
to havingasinglespouse. As “persecution” for livingthis higherlaw intensified, Mormon leaders became more
entrenched. Beginningin 1882,those who were not livingthe Patriarchal Law of Marriage could not be stake
presidents or hold higher offices inthe church!®. On April 6,1884185, AbrahamH. Cannon commented in his
journal:

At a Priesthood meeting... the strongest languageinregard to Plural Marriagewas used that | ever heard,
and among other things itwas stated that all men in position who would not observe and fulfill thatlaw

should be removed from their places.186

About a month later, Heber J. Grant who would later become the 7t president of the church from 1918 —1945,
married his 2" and 3™ wives on May 26-27t 1884. The mandate to do sowas originally given as a requirement for
him to be putinto the quorum of the 12 and given to him via a revelation to John Taylorin 1882187,

182 History of SaltLake City, page 105. https://books.google.com/books?id=fNkBAAAAMAAI&pg=RA1 -
PA105&Ipg=RA1-
PA105&dg=God+will+not+change+his+aw+of+celestial+marriage&source=bl&ots=PoDtQHfy2D&sig=kHcx47LmV0
NokOd8LUyduVZV6NO&hl=sv&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjZp9W -
ssnQAhUmMIIQKHZstAZoQ6AEIJDAB#v=0nepage&q=God%20will%20not%20change%20his%20law%200f%20celestia
1%20marriage&f=false

183 Section 132, outliningthe justification for plural marriage was added to the Mormon cannonin 1876,
approximately 40 years after Smith started the practiceand 34 years after itwas firstrecorded. The practicewas
officially stopped 14 years later.

184 http://www.yorgalily.org/~vorgasor/church/MiscRevelations/Revlohn%20Taylor-1882.html See the 1882
revelationto John Taylor and the entry from Wilford Woodruff’s diary fromOct 13, 1882.

185 Note that Heber J. Grant took his 2" and 3" wives a day on May 26-27t 1884. This may have had to do with
the reiteration of this new requirement.

186 Tanner, The Changing World of Mormonism, pg. 269.

187 D. Michael Quinnat1:18:30 on this interview: https://nakedmormonismpodcast.com/episode-153-d-michael-
quinn-pt-1/ Oct 1882 revelation.
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Because all of the leaders were required to be polygamists, theinterment of all polygamists by the federal
government hit the church particularly hard. Properties were seized and financial ruin of the movement was a

very real possibility.

Colonies in Mexicoand Canada were set up in 1885 and 1887 respectivelyinan attempt to avoid the effects of the
Edmunds Tucker act. The Mexican colonies 88 were largely successfulin this regard and new polygamistmarriages
continued to be performed under the approval of church authorities up to about 1904. However, Canadian
authorities did not agree to allowcitizens there to practice polygamyand itappears that members generally kept
the pledge that their leader made to not engage in polygamy. Settlers there generally took one of their wives and

left the remaining wife(s) behind in Utah.

After legal appeals had been exhausted, in 1890, Wilford Woodruff189, the 4th |eader of the Mormon faith, declared
that Mormons had abandoned the practiceina statement given at general conference. The statement became

known as Official Declaration 1 and was published in the Doctrineand Covenants:

To Whom It May Concern:

Press dispatches having been sent for political purposes, ...(that) allegethat plural marriages arestill
being solemnized and that forty or more such marriages havebeen contracted in Utah sincelastJune or
duringthe pastyear, alsothatin public discourses theleaders of the Church have taught, encouraged and
urged the continuanceof the practice of polygamy—

I, therefore, as Presidentof The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints, do hereby, inthe most solemn
manner, declarethat these charges are false.We are not teaching polygamy or plural marriage, nor
permitting any personto enter into its practice,and | deny that either forty or any other number of plural
marriages haveduringthat period been solemnized in our Temples or inany other place in the

Territory199,

... Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by Congress forbidding plural marriages, which laws havebeen
pronounced constitutional by the court of lastresort, | hereby declaremy intention to submitto those
laws, and to use my influence with the members of the Church over which | presideto have them do
likewise.

There is nothing in my teachings to the Church or inthose of my associates, duringthe time specified,
which can be reasonably construed to inculcate or encourage polygamy; and when any Elder of the
Church has used languagewhich appeared to convey any such teaching, he has been promptly reproved.
And | now publicly declarethatmy adviceto the Latter-day Saintsis torefrainfrom contractingany

marriageforbidden by the law of the land.

Wilford Woodruff
President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

188 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormon colonies in Mexico for additionalinformation.
189 Woodruff was a polygamistbut with only one wife living atthe time.
190 This statement does not preclude additional marriages being performed in Mexico, which continued duringthis

period.
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Given the prior statements by Prophet John Taylor and others to the effect that ending polygamy would constitute
apostasy, Woodruff may have felt a need to reassurehis followers thathe was being directed by God. He stated
the following:

The Lord will never permit me or any other man who stands as Presidentof this Church to lead you astray.
Itis notinthe programme. Itis notinthe mind of God. If| were to attempt that, the Lord would remove
me out of my place,andsoHe will any other man who attempts to lead the children of men astrayfrom
the oracles of God and from their duty.1®?

Based on the changein practiceand the assurances given, Utah became a state in 1896.

Despite the clear statement given, Mormons had not stopped practicing polygamy entirely. At least4 of the
apostles took new plural wives duringthis period®2. Many of the others who took plural wives duringthis time
were leaders inthe church. Over the next several years,a number of plural marriages were approved within the
US, as well asin Canada and Mexico, where settlements had been established inan effort to circumvent US law.
Whilepracticing plural marriages intheseareas was illegal, the governments of these countries were not enforcing
their laws on Mormons at thattime. At leastone marriagewas also performed on the high seas outside of
California, purportedly by Joseph F. Smith.

Inaddition to these new marriages which were approved by church authorities, there were a number of marriages
which were not approved. Members may have found it difficultto differentiate between those marriages which
were approved and those which were not. One of the daughters of a plural marriagefromthis period (that had
been approved by general authorities) was Camilla Eyring Kimball, the wife of Spencer W. Kimball, 12t president of
the LDS church.

131 Sixty-first Semiannual General Conference of the Church, Monday, October 6, 1890, SaltLake City, Utah.
Reported in Deseret Evening News, October 11, 1890, p. 2
192 https://bycommonconsent.com/2004/05/10/the-lingering-legacy-of-post-manifesto-polygamy/
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PLURAL MARRIAGES BY YEAR, 1890-190471

On the accompanying graph the upper line represents the number of marriages | have sufficiently documented to reasonably
ascertain the date of marriage, the persons married, and the fact that the marriages were solemnized with some semblance of Church
authority. This represents only a portion of plural marriages performed during the period, and because of its incomplete nature, the
graph should be viewed only as suggestive. T{:e lower lineds based on the Anthony W. lvins marriage record and is especially useful in
tracing the attitudes of Lorenzo Snow and Joseph F. Smith.

Wilford Woodruff died in 1898 and was succeeded the same year by Lorenzo Snow. When Lorenzo Snow died in 1901, Joseph F.
Smith was called to be President. Because two men presided over the Mormon church during these two years, the graph inaccurately
represents the number of marriages solemnized under the administrations of the men during 1898 and 1901. In 1898, 15 of the 17
plural marriages were performed while Wiltord Woodruff was alive and only two after Lorenzo Snow became President. Of the 20
marriages in 1901, 15 were solemnized while Snow was President and 5 were solemnized after Smith became President
— — — —

Chart detailing number of plural marriages by year between Manifesto 1 and Manifesto 2. 193

In 1903, Utah elected as Senator Reed Smoot. His father (Abraham Smoot) had 6 wives. This causedanuproarin
congress and congress refused to seat Mr Smoot, instead opening aninquiryinto the ongoing practice of Plural
Marriage within Mormonism. As partof this inquiry,Joseph F. Smith, son of Hyrum Smith and president of the
Mormon Church was called to testify before congress1%4. In his testimony he acknowledged that plural marriages
had continued and that he was livingin polygamous relationships.

This inquiry lead to the second manifesto (alsoin 1904), which states the foll owing:

Inasmuch as there are numerous reports incirculation thatplural marriages have been entered into,
contraryto the official declaration of President Woodruff of September 24, 1890, commonly called the
manifesto, which was issued by President Woodruff, and adopted by the Church at its general conference,
October 6, 1890, which forbade any marriages violative of the law of the land, |,Joseph F. Smith,

193 Image copyright Sunstone Magazine: https://www.sunstonemagazine.com/pdf/037-8-27-35.pdf
194 Other prominent church leaders testified as well. The hearings lasted 3 years, 100 witnesses were called,and
the final proceedings consistof 3500 pages. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reed Smoot hearings
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President of the Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints, hereby affirmand declarethat no such
marriages have been solemnized with the sanction, consent, or knowledge of the Church of Jesus Christof
Latter-day Saints.

And | hereby announce that all such marriages are prohibited, and if any officer or member of the Church
shall assumeto solemnize or enter into any such marriage, he will bedeemed intransgressionagainstthe
Church, and will be liableto be dealt with accordingto the rules and regulations thereof and

excommunicated therefrom.
Joseph F. Smith,
President of the Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints.1®>

Even after this manifesto, two of the quorum of the 12 (John W. Taylor and Matthias F. Cowley) were opposed to it
and thought that plural marriageshould becontinued. They, alongwith Heber J. Grant, had managed to escape
from the US to avoid beingsubpoenaed and testifyingat the 1904 hearings. Taylor and Cowley resigned from the
quorum of the 12in1906%. In 1911, Taylor was excommunicated for his continued opposition to ending

polygamy. He died in1916.

Within the LDS church, new plural marriages with multipleliving wives ceased after 1909197, However, there may
have been some leniency towards cohabitation for those who were married prior to the official banswere in force.
As partof the temple ceremony, the law of chastity still allowed for sexual relations for men to their wives given

them by the holy priesthood until about1930.

In 1913, some of those who wanted to continue to practice polygamy founded the community of Short Creek on
the Utah Arizona border. The group was called the Council of Friends. After the death of the leader (Joseph W.
Musser), the group splitinto two organizations with the Fundamental Church of Jesus Christof Latter-Day Saints
remaining and the other group (Apostolic United Brethren) relocated to Bluffdale Utah. Inthe earlyyears, the
groups were left largely alone, although the mainstream LDS church was supportive of the 1953 raid on Short

Creek which drew national attention and widespread condemnation.198
In 1998, Gordon Hinkley commented inaninterview:

..l condemn it (polygamy), yes, as a practicebecausel think that it is not doctrinal, itis notlegal,and this
church takes the positionthatwe will abidebythe law. (Recites 10t article of faith).19°

In2012, a survey indicated that 86% of Mormons consider Polygamy morally wrong2%0.

In 2013, the section headingto Official Declaration 1 was changed to read as follows:

195 Conference Report, April 1904, p. 75.

196 When they resigned, the assumed that they would later be reinstated when “the heat blew over”. However,
they were never reinstated into the quorum.

197 The numbers fell sharply after 1890, and decreased further after 1904. They appearto have ceased entirely (at
leastthose that were approved by church leadership) after 1909.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reed Smoot _hearings retrieved 2017.02.24.

198 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hildale, Utah

199 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAsNMW wRXvs &feature=youtu.be& t=14 m37s

200 http://www.pewforum.org/2012/01/12/mormons-in-america-executive-summary/
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The Bibleand the Book of Mormon teach that monogamy is God’s standard for marriage unless He

declares otherwise...

Based on this statement, the teachings of the 1800s which state that polygamy is always on the earth when God’s
true church is on the earth appears to have been officially changed. However, the authoris notaware of any
official statements renouncing polygamyin heaven or denying previous statements about the polygamistpractices
of God orJesus.

In 2015, Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve stated:

Our doctrine—not justbelief, but doctrine—that sexual relationsareonlyappropriateand lawful inthe
Lord’s eyes between man and woman legally and lawfully married is unchanged and will never
change 20!

POLYGAMIST PROPHETS
The following chartprovides a basic overview of the polygamistprophets of the LDS movement.

Age of e -

Avg age of Avg diff in Count of

Prophet youngest . .
. wife ages wives

wife

Joseph Smith Jr 14 29 8 45
Brigham Young 16 34 13 55
John Taylor 16 30 8 16
Wilford Woodruff 15 25 20 9
Lorenzo Snow 14 20 17 10
Joseph F Smith 17 20 17 5o0r6
Heber J Grant 19 25 1 3

202

For a more detailed overview, see the endnotes.*

POLYGAMISTS IN HEAVEN
Later church presidents Joseph Fielding Smith (1876-1972), Harold B. Lee (1899-1973), Howard Hunter (1907-1995)
and Russel M Nelson (1924 - ?) remarried after the firstwife’s deaths and were sealed to a second wife intemple

201 Christofferson was referringto same sex relationships,and seems to have overlooked the fact that non-legal
marriagerelationships wereencouraged inthe LDS faith for at leastsome members between 1842 and 1904. See:
https://www.lds.org/church/news/churchs-doctrine-on-chastity-will-never-change-says-elder-
christofferson?lang=eng

202https://redd.it/4nfwby All information sourced from Wikipedia and believed to be correct, but some errors may
be presentinthe data, particularly with respectto John Taylor, where sources disagree.
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ceremonies. Ezra Taft Benson (1899-1994) was sealed to his recently deceased cousinin 1950 with his living wife
actingas proxy. This brings to 12 the number of church presidents who have practiced some form of polygamy. As
of 2018, there are no more than 30years in 150+ year history of the Mormon movement where none of the
leadership has practiced any form of polygamy. If we ignore polygamy in the afterlife, then LDS leadership
practiced itfor about halfof the church’s history.

SEXUALITY

Inthe early Mormon church, polyandry (a woman having 2 or more husbands)was only practiced by about 10-20
women, most of whom had relationshipswith Joseph Smith inaddition to their legal husbands. The lastknown
authorized caseoccurredin 1861, with the firsthavinghappened in the late 1830s. This lastcasewas rather
different than the earlier cases, as thewoman had sex with other men in order to father children (her husband was

impotent).

Polygyny (one husband, multiple wives) was practiced extensively between about 1841 and 1890, with limited
practicethereafter until 1904293 and some cohabitations with the plural wives (married prior to 1904) until as late
as the 1950s.

The punishment for adulteryinthe early church (1850-1880s) included castration or death by slitting the throatin
some cases. These were prescribed by the highest leadershipinthe churchandinlinewith the Blood atonement

doctrine taught by Joseph Smith and especially Brigham Young.

Masturbation was addressed inthe 1870s and 1880s as being practiced by both sexes and was (and is) taught to be
anevil practiceby Mormon leaders. Earlyreferences talkabout masturbationleadingtoinsanity (which was a
common belief in psychology until the early 20t century).

Around 1900, some church leaders commented that premarital sex occurredinabout 80% of all relationships and
that 58% of marriages inonerural ward were “forced”, which may indicatethat premarital relationships were

common withinthe church at that time.
In 1972, the church president issued this statement on the use of birth control:

[W]e declareitis a grievous sin before God to adopt restrictive measures in disobedienceto God's divine
command from the beginningof time to ‘multiply and replenish the earth.' Surelythose who project such
measures to prevent lifeor to destroy life before or after birth will reap the whirlwind of God's

retribution, for God will notbe mocked.204
This was reiterated by then PresidentSpencer W. Kimballin1979:

Itis anactof extreme selfishnessfora married coupleto refuse to have children when they areableto do
50,205

The lasthigh-profile statement regarding avoiding birth control seems to have been made by a member of the 70,

J. Ballard Washburn, inthe April 1995 General Conference. The current policy (as of Jan2017)is stated as follows:

203 Quinn argues that there were approved new plural marriages aslateas 1912.
204 prophet Harold B. Lee, Conference Report, October 1972, p. 63
205 prophet Spencer W. Kimball, Conference Report, April 1979,p. 6



Decisions aboutbirth control and the consequences of those decisions rest solely with each married
couple. Elective abortion as a method of birth control, however, is contraryto the commandments of
God.206

Regarding oral sex, the first presidency had this council:

9 June, 1978 - FirstPresidency letter instructs that interviews of married persons "should scrupulously
avoidindelicateinquiries," butalso states that: "Married persons should understand thatifin their
marital relations they are guilty of unnatural,impure or unholy practices, they should not enter the

temple unless and until they repent and discontinueany such practices."

5Jan, 1982 - FirstPresidency repeats its 1978 instructions for "interviewing married persons," but adds:
"The First Presidency has interpreted oral sex as constituting an unnatural, impure or unholy
practice."207

15 Oct 1982 - FirstPresidencyinstructionto all stakeand mission leaders thatmany letters from church
members "indicateclearlythatsome local leaders havebeen delvinginto private, sensitive matters
beyond the scopeof whatis appropriate.... Also,you should never inquireinto personal, intimate matters
involving marital relations between a man and his wife." Letter continues that even ifa church member
volunteers such intimateinformation, "you should not peruse the matter but should merely suggest that
if the member has enough anxiety about the propriety of the conduct to ask about it, the best course
would be todiscontinue it." Inresponseto widespread complaints frommarried couples being asked if
they have oral sex, this returns FirstPresidency stanceto what it was prior to presidency of Spencer W.

Kimball, nowincapacitated.

Sincethe early 80s,ithas been unclear within Mormonismas to whether or not oral sexis taboo. There do not

appear to be any subsequent official statements on the topic.

Moral purity has been defined sincethe 1970s and sex prior to marriageas well as ‘petting’ or touchingthe sexual

organs through clothing, etc., is strictly forbidden.

As of about 1995, members who have extramarital sex with the opposite gender arerequired to go through a
repentance process of at least1year prior to being a missionary or getting married inthe Temple. Those who
engage insame gender sex are generally permanently banned from missionary service.2°® Prior to about 1990, the

repentance periods for missionaries were often much shorter.

ABORTION

206 https://www.lds.org/topics/birth-control?lang=eng&old=true

207 Information from this section taken from Quinn: Extensions of Mormon Power as quoted by:
http://www.i4m.com/think/sexuality/mormon_sex.htm

208 Handbook 1: Stake Presidents and Bishops (SaltLake City, Utah: LDS Church, 2010) §§ 4.5.2: "A candidate who
has participated in homosexual activity during or after the lastthree teenage years will notnormally be considered
for missionaryservice, especially if the person has participated in such activities with several partners or with one
partner over an extended period of time. Inrarecases the stake president may submit a recommendation that the
FirstPresidency consider an exceptionifthere is strongevidence of genuine repentance and reformation andifthe
candidatehas been free of transgression for a sufficient period of time. This period of repentance should be at
leastone year and may be as longas three years if the acts occurred several times or over an extended time or if
the person was the aggressor."



https://www.lds.org/topics/birth-control?lang=eng&old=true
http://www.i4m.com/think/sexuality/mormon_sex.htm

Mormons have been opposed to abortion becausethey believe that itis takingthe lifeof anindividual. In

addition, there is aninferred belief that the availability of abortion leads to sexual promiscuity.

The Church opposes abortion and counsels its members not to submitto or perform an abortion except in
the rarecases where, inthe opinion of competent medical counsel, the lifeor good health of the mother
is seriously endangered or where the pregnancy was caused by rapeand produces serious emotional
trauma inthe mother. Even then it should be done only after counseling with the local presiding

priesthood authority and after receiving divine confirmation through prayer.

Abortion must be considered one of the most revolting and sinful practices in this day, when we are
witnessingthe frightening evidence of permissiveness leading to sexual immorality 29°

Later statements inthe 80s and 90s broadened the reasons for receivingabortions toincludefetuses that had
sever defects.210

However, unborn bodies are treated differently with respect to savingordnances thanlivepersons, and

differentiations areagain madebased on the age when one dies.

"No baptismor endowment is performed for a child who died before age eight... Onlya sealingto parents
is performed for such children."

"No temple ordinances are performed for stillborn children (thosewho areconsidered dead at the time of
birth)." "...children who were not stillborn butwho died shortly after birth... may be sealed to their
parents."211

Abortion is also treated differently than murder when considering baptismal candidates.

With respect to related offenses, the Church distinguishes abortion frommurder but holds itan extremely
grave action, not to be done except in extremely limited circumstances that might includeincestorrape,
perils to the life or health of the mother, or severe birth defects. As far as has currently been revealed, a
person may repent and be forgiven for the sin of abortion.?!?

VIRGIN BIRTH

One of the key doctrines taught in the Endowment Ceremony up through atleast1930 was that Christwas
begotten the old fashion way—with God the father coming upon Maryin a very literal senseand that Christwas
then the literal offspring of the father.

However, by 1966 this doctrine was considered apostate. Bruce R. McConkie wrote:

Virgin Birth (Virgin Birth) ... Our Lord is the only mortal person ever bornto avirgin,becausehe is the
only person who ever had animmortal Father. Mary, his mother, "was carried away in the Spirit" (1 Ne.
11:13-21), was "overshadowed" by the Holy Ghost, and the conception which took place "by the power of
the Holy Ghost" resulted in the bringingforth of the literal and personal Son of God the Father... Christis

209 Harold B. Lee, N. Eldon Tanner, & Marion G. Romney, "Policies and Procedures:Statement on Abortion," New
Era, 1973-APR, Page 29 at: http://library.lds.org/

210 See http://www.religioustolerance.org/lds_abor.htm for additionalinformation.

211 https://www.lds.org/manual/introduction-to-family-history-student-manual/chapter-7?lang=eng

212 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Murder
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not the Son of the Holy Ghost, but of the Father... Modernistic teachings denying the virgin birth are

utterly and completely apostate and false.?13

FAMILY VALUES AND HOMOSEXUALITY

Homosexuality was not a topic of significantdiscussioninearly church history,and an openlylesbian women ran
the primaryorganizationinthe1930s2!4, However, inthe 1950s the church was startingto form a policy around
thisissue,andin 1959 Spencer Kimball quoted David O. McKay as stating "that in his view homosexuality was

worse than heterosexual immorality; thatitis a filthy and unnatural habit."

Inthe 60s and 70s preachingagainsthomosexuality intensified and studies at BYU were performed usingshock
therapy and other methods to try to train a negative physical responsein participants towards sexually arousing
behaviors intheir gender. Electrodes deliveringhigh voltage were firstplaced ontheir arms and later their
genitals. Participants weretraumatized and at leasttwo committed suicide?!>. Conversion therapy was effectively
outsourced to the quasi-independent group “Evergreen” between 1989 and 2011216, thereafter the LDS church
distanceditselffromthe group. In2019 a church spokesmanindicated that “the church has consistently

denounced conversion therapy and has not changed its position.”217

Gender orientation terms in GC

20

15

1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

— HOMOSEXUAL — GAY - - LESBIAN
SAME-SEX GENDER Perversion (homosexual)

218

By the 1970s, church leaders taught that Homosexuality was a learned behavior and thatitcould be unlearned.
Homosexuals were defined as being unhappy.*i

213 Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, pg 576.

214 | ouie Felt and May Anderson jointly presided over the Primary organization. See
http://www.connellodonovan.com/abom.html

215 http://www.mormonthink.com/glossary/electroshock-therapy-at-byu.htm

216 See Greg Prince, Gay Rights and the Mormon Church, pp 94-98.

217 https://www.deseret.com/utah/2019/10/23/20929351/Ids-mormon-church-conversion-therapy-opposition-
jesus-christ-latter-day-saints

218 Based on data from https://www.lds-general-conference.org/
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Legislatingmoralityis a belief thatgoes backto the early desires to create a theocracy,as championed by Joseph
Smith and Brigham Young?!®. The need to legislate morality to maintain a righteous society was summarized by
Oscar McConkie, an attorney responsiblefor the legal work of the LDS church.

We ought to legislate morality. My experience is thatwe legislatevery littleelse, but it's a question of

whose morality do we legislate—the Lord’s or somebody else’s?

If we could only convinceourselves thatwe arethe agents of the Lord, we would surely make God'’s

purposes our own. That is what we ought to be doinginthe political process.220

Inthe late80s and early 90s, this turned toward political activities to influence public policy with respectto the
treatment of gaysinthe largersociety. Those on the right viewed this as protecting the familyandreligious
morality within society. Those on the left viewed this as encouraging discriminatory policies, particularly with
respect to marriagerights. Many of these campaigns and donations were covert, but in 2008 the Mormon c hurch
played a central rolein getting proposition 8 passedin California. This effort was viewed as hateful by some both

within and outside of the church.

A documentary of the involvement of the church in this campaign was made in 2010.22! The political victory
demonstrated the effectiveness of the churchinfund raisingandorganizinga lobbying campaign. This victory

regarding Prop 8 was shortlived however, as itwas soon overturned by the courts.

For additional information aboutthe evolution of church policies with respectto homosexuals, see:

http://www.connellodonovan.com/abom.html

In November 2015, the handbook was updated with a number of policies impactinghomosexualsand their families

as followsii:

1) Homosexual marriageis considered grounds for apostasy.
2) Childrenlivingwith a parentinahomosexual marriageor similar relationship can no longer be baptized or

participatein baby namingceremonies.

There was a negative reaction to the news among some Mormons, though itappears that the number of
resignations thathave occurred areinsignificantrelativeto the total membership numbers of the church.222 Some
speculatethat the policy was meant either to stem acceptance of homosexuals by the youth inthe churchor to
create an appearance of higher morality within the membership of the church (by being willingto “shun evil

acts”).223

See also:

219 This effort was formally abandoned by declarationin 1896 prior to Utah achieving statehood.

220 Wenda Ogada, “Be Agents of Lord in Politics,” Daily Universe, 12 October 1978, p13 as quoted in The Mormon
Corporate Empire, p 142.

221 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/8: The_Mormon_Proposition

222 hitp://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/14/us/mormons -set-to-quit-church-over-policy-on-gay-couples-and-their-
children.html Accordingto churchsources,the percentage of people who have left during the time of these
controversial events is less than 0.1% per year.

223 https://medium.com/@jellistx/why-are-the-children-of-gay-parents-newly-unwel come-in-the-mormon-church-
67161add297a#.h87h5pki7
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http://www.withoutend.org/elder-packer-danger-homosexuality-20-years/

In Apr. 2019, there was an announced reversal of the November Policy. However, the official handbooks indicate

that the policy was modified rather than rescinded and at least portions original policy seems to remain intact.224

DOCTRINES ASSOCIATED WITH BRIGHAM YOUNG

Brigham Young taught a number of doctrines which are no longer accepted within main-stream Mormonism.

These include:

1) The Adam-God doctrine

2) Blood Atonement

3) The Curse of Cain

4) Joseph Smith as key figure, second only to Jesus Christ

ADAM AS GOD
Brigham Young taught that Adam was our God and that he brought one of his several wives to this earth in order
to populateit. Thisteachingwas introducedinabout 1852225 and was removed from the church’s teachings

gradually following his death.

Now hear it, O inhabitants of the earth, Jew and Gentile, Saintand Sinner! When our Father Adam came
into the garden of Eden, he came into itwith a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him.
He helped to make and organizethis world. He is MICHAEL, the Archangel,the ANCIENT OF DAYS! about
whom holy men have written and spoken—He is our Father and our God, and the only God with whom
we have to do. Every man upon the earth, professing Christiansand non-professing musthearit, and will

know itsooner or later.226

Brigham Young claimed at leastthree times that this was not his doctrine, but something that he had learned from
Joseph Smith.227

Elements of this doctrine appear to still be presentin the temple ceremony during the lecture at the veil as lateas

the 1930s, though there was little or no public mention of the doctrineafter about 1900.

In1912, itappears that the FirstPresidencyis tryingto distancethemselves from these teachings when they

stated:

Speculations as to the career of Adam before he came to the earth are of no real value. We learn by
revelationthat he was Michael, the Archangel, and that he stands atthe head of his posterity on earth
(Doctrine and Covenants, Sect. 107:53-56). Dogmatic assertions do nottake the placeof revelation,and
we should be satisfied with that which is accepted as doctrine, and not discuss matters that, after all

disputes, are merely matters of theory.228

224 See:

https://www.reddit.com/r/exmormon/comments/cxhpd6/comparison_nov_2015 policy apr 2019 press_release
A

225 Young (1852, p. 50) (statement given inthe general conference of the LDS Church on April 9, 1852).

226 "The Adam-God Doctrine," Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 15 no. 1 (Spring 82), 14-58.

227 | bid pg 28.

228 The First Presidency, 1912
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Eugene England wrote a letter to apostle Bruce R. McConkie in 1981 regarding both this doctrineand the eternal

progression of God. Inhisresponse, McConkie condemned the Adam God Doctrine as a falsedoctrine.

BLOOD ATONEMENT

Brigham Young taught that certain sins were so grievous that the perpetrator could not receive forgiveness
through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Insuchcases,itwas necessary for the perpetrator of the crimeto spill
their own blood to atone for the sin. This requires a certain mode of death (such as slitting of the throat) where
their blood literally falls on the ground, as was the casewith Old Testament sacrifices. This was the casein sexual
sins, the “sin of interracial marriage”, murder, apostasy, theft, fornication,and adultery. Sex between a man and
his plural wives even when the church had officially stopped practicing plural marriagein the years between 1890

andatleast1930 were defined as non-adulterous.

The belief inthis doctrinelikely influenced the death penaltyin Utah. There wasalawfrom 1851 to 1888 in Utah

allowing persons convicted of murder to be executed by decapitation.2??

As of 2015, firingsquadis an authorized method only ifthe drugs required for lethal injection areunobtainableor
ifthe inmate was sentenced before 2004 and chose firing squad as the method of execution. 230

There is some evidence that the Blood Atonement doctrineresulted inthe murders of individuals on the order of
BrighamYoung. Bill Hickman admitted to committing several of these murders.231

CURSE OF CAIN

Brigham Young taught that those who were of African descent and who had even one drop of African blood were
cursed with the “Curse of Cain” which meant that they could not receive the priesthood or participatein temple
ceremonies. There was once exception: They could be sealed as aslaveor servantto a white couple to be a
servantinthe afterlife. There is only one known caseof such a sealing. Interracial marriagewas, accordingto

Young, punishable by death.232

As the doctrine was taught, one drop of Negro blood was enough to disqualify a person from receiving the

priesthood:

Now what is our policyinregardto inter-marriage? As to the Negro, of course, there is only one possible
answer. We must not inter-marry with the Negro. Why? If | were to marry a Negro woman and have
children by her, my children would all becursed as to the priesthood. Do | want my children cursed as to
the priesthood? If there is one drop of Negro blood in my children, as | have read to you, they receive
the curse. There isn'tanyargument, therefore, asto inter-marriagewith the Negro, is there? There are50
million Negroes in the United States. Ifthey were to achieve complete absorption with the white race,

223 Gardner, Martin R (Spring 1979), "Mormonism and Capital Punishment: A Doctrinal Perspective, Pastand
Present", Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, pg 13

230 For an overview of the evolution of the

death penaltyand how it was appliedin Utah, see

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital _punishment_in_Utah#History and_current_practices

231 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wild_Bill_Hickman

232 “ would likethe President of the United States and all the world to hear this.Shall | tell you the law of God in
regard to the Africanrace? If the white man who belongs to the chosen seed mixes his blood with the seed of Cain,
the penalty, under the law of God, is death on the spot. This will alwaysbeso.” (BrighamYoung in General
Conference, 1863. See also http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/blackintermarriage.htm
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think what that would do. With 50 million Negroes inter-married with us, where would the priesthood
be? Who could holdit, inall America? Think what that would do to the work of the Church!233

Until about the 1950s, at leastsome church leaders believed that Negros would be slaves in the eternal realm.

Ifthat Negro is faithful all hisdays, hecanand will enter the celestial kingdom. He will go there as a

servant.234

Although there is no genetic evidence to support the claim, Church leaders havetaught that most members are
literal descendants of Abraham through Joseph.23> Missionary efforts should center on bringingthese descendants

of Abraham into the church.236 The “prophet of the restoration” was himself, “a pure Ephraimite”237

Joseph in Egypt was married to Asenath, an Egyptian of relatively high birth status. They had two sons, Manasseh
and Ephraim, the latter of whichis said to be the forefather of Joseph Smith. Of the Egyptians, the book of

Abraham (canonized LDS scripture?38) records:

21 Now this king of Egypt was a descendant from the loins of Ham, and was a partaker of the blood of the

Canaanites by birth.

22 From this descent sprangall the Egyptians, and thus the blood of the Canaanites was preservedin the

land.

23 The land of Egypt being firstdiscovered by a woman, who was the daughter of Ham, and the daughter
of Egyptus, whichinthe Chaldeansignifies Egypt, which signifies that whichis forbidden;

24 When this woman discovered the landitwas under water, who afterward settled her sonsinit; and

thus, from Ham, sprangthat racewhich preserved the cursein the land.

The racethat “preserved the curseinthe land” was the Egyptians. It follows thatJoseph’s sons, Ephraimand
Manasseh who were % Egyptian would have inherited the Curseof Cain. Thus, accordingto the Curseof Cain
doctrine taught by church leaders between about 1850and 1975, all church members who are from the tribe of
Ephriamor Manasseh (roughly 90%) should have been barred from the priesthood, at leastuntil the doctrinal and

policy changeof 1978.

Prior to the changein 1978, there was an effort to change the policyin 1969, but this change was blocked by
Harold B. Lee?3° who would later become the 11t president of the church. BecauseHugh B. Brown had been a

233 Race Problems —As They Affect The Church, Address by Mark E. Petersen at the Convention of Teachers of
Religion onthe CollegeLevel, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, August 27, 1954

234 Mark E. Petersen (LDS Apostle), Race Problems As They Affect The Church, Convention of Teachers of Religion
on the College Level, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, August 27, 1954.

235 “The great majority of those who become members of the Church areliteral descendants of Abraham through
Ephraim, son of Joseph.” (Improvement Era, Oct. 1923, p. 1149.)

236 Journal of Discourses2:268-69

237 |bid.

238 The book of Abraham claims to be a translation of some Egyptian funeral scrolls. It was “translated” by Joseph
Smith between 1835and 1842. It was canonizedin 1880.

239 D, Michael Quinn, The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power (SaltLake City, Utah: Signature Books, 1994) p.
14. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh B. Brown
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champion of this policy/doctrineshift, hewas punished by the incoming president of the church, Joseph Fielding
Smith, by being removed from the first presidency?4°.

Unlike Official Declaration 1, Official Declaration #2 claims notonly to be a policy change, butalsothatitisa
revelation from God and that itwas predicted. Itreadsinpart:

...(God) by revelation has confirmed that the long-promised day has come when every faithful, worthy
man inthe Church may receive the holy priesthood, with power to exercise its divineauthority,and enjoy
with his loved ones every blessingthatflows therefrom, includingtheblessings of the temple.
Accordingly, all worthy male members of the Church may be ordained to the priesthood without regard
for race or color. Priesthood leaders are instructed to follow the policy of carefully interviewingall
candidates for ordination to either the Aaronic or the Melchizedek Priesthood to insurethat they meet

the established standards for worthiness.

An interview with LeGrand Richards (apostle of the LDS church)in 1978 suggests that the revelation process may
have been more of a discussion and voting process.?4! Reviewing the racialdoctrinewas suggested in a study
commissioned by LDS churchin mid 70s.242 The change indoctrineis discussed in detail by Spencer Kimball’s

son.243

DEIFICATION OF JOSEPH SMITH
Brigham Young revered Joseph Smith. Perhaps as a method of cementing his power baseafter assuming

leadership of the church, he completed that Nauvoo temple which Joseph had championed.244
The deification of (or extreme reverence for)Joseph Smith appears to have started soon after his death.

General Joseph Smith...lived so far beyond the ordinary walk of man, that even the tongue of the vilest

slanderer could not touch his reputation. He lived godly and he died godly...

When Gen. Smith went to Carthage...he saidto a friend, I am going like a lamb to the slaughter...I shall die
innocent. Now ye great men who boast of great wisdom, what think ye of the prophet’s lastprediction?

How glorious! How mild! How god like!..2*> (bold added)

Some accuse Mormons of worshipingloseph Smith. This accusation often stems from quotes similar to the

following quote of Brigham Young:

240 This was the firsttime that a person has been removed from the 1stpresidencyinthe 20t century. He may
have also been dismissed becausehe opposed Joseph Fielding Smith being made prophet. Some of the teachings
of Joseph Fielding Smith are considered fringe by modern Mormons includinga literalinterpretation of the Bible
(6000 year history of the world), his proclamation thatifevolutionis true the churchis false, etc.

241 hitp://www.lds-mormon.com/legrand richards.shtml

242 Crescent, McCormick & Paget (CMP) was commissionedin 1975 to do a study on the roleand organization of
the presiding Bishopric, Church policy positions, administrative procedures, and other internal matters. The report
suggested a “careful review” of certain potentially embarrassing “doctrinal policies” such as withholding the
priesthood from Negros. The report strongly urged that the leaders reassess theraceissueandits “relevancy” for
the future. Two additional consultants voiced similar concerns. See The Mormon Corporate Empire pp 70-71.

243 For perhaps the best discussion, seethe summary written by Spencer Kimball’s son:
https://byustudies.byu.edu/content/spencer-w-kimball-and-revelation-priesthood

244 Completing the temple also allowed for formalization of polygamous marriages of Smith, Young, and others.
245 Times and Seasons #5 Vol 13 under “The Murder”.
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Joseph Smith holds the keys of this lastdispensation,andis nowengaged behind the vail inthe great
work of the lastdays... no man or woman in this dispensation will ever enterinto the celestial kingdom
of God without the consent of Joseph Smith... every man and woman must have the certificate of Joseph
Smith junior, as a passport to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ are... | cannot go there
without his consent. He holds the keys of that kingdom for the lastdispensation —the keys to ruleinthe
spiritworld;and he rules there triumphantly, for he gained full power and a glorious victory over the
power of Satan while he was yet in the flesh, and was a martyr to his religion and to the name of Christ,
which gives hima most perfect victoryinthe spirit-world. He reigns there as supreme a being in his
sphere, capacity, and calling, as God does in heaven. Many will exclaim—“Oh, thatis very disagreeable!
Itis preposterous! We cannotbear the thought!” But itistrue.246

RACE AS A DOCTRINE

Mormonism is interested inthe divine. Part of divinity has to do with an understanding of oneself as a piece of the
divine,and this is often associated withrace. Thisis manifestboth interms of being a chosen people, and alsoin

terms of havingcursed race(s).

LAMANITES

Inthe book of Mormon, there were two mainraces of people. Both were of the house of Israel, butthe Nephites
were the chosen people and the Lamanites were the cursed ones?4’. Even though they were cursed, they were in
some cases made “white” again by being righteous. This ability of God to lighten or darken ones skin depending on

their level of righteousness was discussed in General conference as lateas the 1960s.248

Christiansinthe 1700s and early 1800s were searchingfor an explanation for how people had come to the
Americas after the Great Flood (of Noah), and the Book of Mormon provided this explanation. Priortothe writing
of the Book of Mormon, there were competing theories of the colonization: one putting the settling of the
Americas around the time of the confusion of languages atthe tower of Babel and the other much later around the
time of the destruction of Jerusalem and the scatteringofthe 10 tribes?4°. The Book of Mormon included both of
these theories by allowing for multiple migrations2°0. The people were in both cases broughtby God because they

were righteous, and were at least partially destroyed when they became wicked.

246 Journal of Discourses, vol. 7 pg 289.

247 The actual back and forth between righteousness and wickedness is more complex, but most of the time the
Nephites were the ‘good guys’ and the Lamanites the ‘wicked people’.

248 “ saw a striking contrastin the progress of the Indian people today ... they are fastbecoming a white and
delightsome people. ... For years they have been growing delightsome, and they are now becoming white and
delightsome, as they were promised.... The childreninthe home placement program in Utah are often lighter than
their brothers andsisters inthe hogans on the reservation.” (Spencer W. Kimball, Oct 1960 General Conference)
243 Christianity was the dominant narrative,and all Christian based theories placed them comingto the Americas
after the great flood.

250 Accordingto Smith, these two were the only migrations: “We areinformed by these records that Americain
ancienttimes has been inhabited by two distinctraces of people. The firstwere called Jaredites,and came directly
from the Tower of Babel. The second racecame directly from the city of Jerusalem, aboutsix hundred years before
Christ.” HC4:537. See: https://byustudies.byu.edu/content/volume-4-chapter-31
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Native Americans and most pacific Island nations were defined by church prophets to be of Lamanite heritage?51.

Joseph Smith and subsequent prophets commanded members to preach to these “Lamanites.”

THE CURSE OF CAIN

The most extreme example of racial discrimination was placed upon those who come from Africa. Based on
writings of Joseph Smith inthe book of Abraham?52, a doctrine known as the “Curse of Cain” was developed. One
person with some African descent was given the priesthood, possibly by Joseph Smith and achieved relatively
prominent positioninthe early church. When given his patriarchal blessing, hewas declared an “orphan” rather
than belongingto one of the tribes of Israel 23, Two other people of African descent were given the priesthood,
though inat leastone casethe person was pretending to be a “Lamanite”. Shortly after Brigham Young was firmly
in control inthe early 1850s, Brigham Young started teachingthat no one with any African descent could have the
priesthood or enter the temple to obtainthose ordinances believed to be necessaryfor salvation or exaltation.
The only temple ordinanceopen to such members was to be ableto be sealed as a slaveto a white church
member to be their servant inthe afterlife254,

There was some confusionregardingthis doctrinein the early church, with some prominent leaders arguingthat
this was the Curse of Ham?2°> and other arguingthe Curse of Cain. The Curse of Cain became the dominantly

believed doctrine by the 1870s and the Curse of Ham is not prominently mentioned thereafter.

Because the Curse of Cain extended to Africans,itperhaps made logical sensethatthe devil should be represented
inthe temple ceremony as a black person. It was proposed that a black person be used to represent the devil inan
early film production, but this was changed when some Polynesians protested. It was stated that Satan had black

skin until the earlyto mid 70s.*ii The clothingfor the devil including hisapron remains black.

Itis interestingthat while Mormons believed that Africans were cursed by God and could not have the priesthood
due to their lack of valiancein the premortal life, there was no similardiscrimination on an official level towards
other races or nationalities2>6. Native Americans were considered based on teachings inthe book of Mormon to
be essentially pure-blooded house of Israel and as such werea priority for early preaching efforts and againin the
1960s and 1970s2°7. Missionary efforts to Europe began in earnest as early as the 1840s, expandinginthe 1860s -

251 This specific teaching which concluded thatessentially all of the people of North & South America and the
Pacificisland was taughtthrough about the 1970s. See https://www.lds.org/ensign/1971/07/of-rovyal-
blood?lang=eng After 2000, the teachings become much more vague and nuanced, possiblyinresponseto DNA
evidence regardingthe migration and origins of these cultures/nations. As of 2016 the scope has narrowed
considerably: “It is not a record of all former inhabitants of the Western Hemisphere, but only of particular groups
of people.” https://www.deseretnews.com/article/865657216/The-Book-of-Mormon-is-a-miraculous-miracle-
says-President-Russell-M-Nelson-at-2016-Seminar-for.html ?pg=all

252 As of 2017, the book of Abraham is still canonized scripture, in spite of strong evidence that the claimed source
material (Egyptian burial scrolls) havenorelation to the contents of the book. Some of the branches of
Mormonism such as the Community of Christdo not have the Book of Abraham intheir cannon.

253 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah_Abel

254 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Elizabeth_Manning_James

255 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curse of Ham for a history of the Curse of Ham in Christianity and Judaism.
The Book of Abraham places the peoples of Africa as directdescendants of Ham.

256 Whilethere is no official discrimination against other races, there has never been a non-white member of the
Quorum of the 12 or FirstPresidency.

257 Spencer Kimball,an Apostleand later president of the church championed many of these efforts.
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1880s. Early efforts concentrated on the US, England, and Scandinavia. Missionaries weresent to Japanin 1905258
and other countries were opened shortly thereafter. By the 1960s, missionaries weresent to most countries that
allowed them to preach with the exception of African nations. The Mormon Church inthe US remains one of the
“whitest” churches.?>°

If those from Africa were the cursed ones, those of the house of Israel werethe blessed ones. People who had
joined the church were considered literally to be descendants of the house of Israel. Intheir patriarchal blessings,
90% or more of the church members are told that they descend from Joseph who was soldinto Egypt. The church
alsoteaches that the majority of people around the world aredescendants of the house of Israel.

No one had truer blood of course than the prophet of the restoration —Joseph Smith —who was a ‘pure
descendant’ of Joseph in Egypt. By the 2010s, DNA mapping of Joseph Smiths DNA usingthose of his descendants

was available20,

Later church presidents extended this doctrineto explainthatthose who were born to non-white parents or who

were born with disabilities had notbeen righteous inthe pre-existence.

The privilege of obtaininga mortal body on this earth is seemingly so priceless thatthose in the spirit
world, even though unfaithful or not valiant, were undoubtedly permitted to take mortal bodies although

under penalty of racial or physical or nationalistic limitations...”251

A changeindoctrineregarding blacks was made in 1978292, initiated by Spencer Kimball, then president of the

church. It may have been influenced by one or more of the followingfactors:

1) An articlein 1973 written by Lester Bush was read by Kimball and outlined in great detail how and why
racismwith respects to blacks in Mormonismwas policy and not doctrine.2%3

2) A temple was being builtinBrazil. Due to generations of intermarriage, it was impossiblefroma practical
perspective to determine if people had “one drop of negro blood” and were thus disqualified from
attending the temple.

3) About 3 reports by various consultants to the church duringthe 1970s stated that the ban was impeding
missionary workand church growth, particularlyin Africa. These reports suggested considering changing
this policy.

258 Heber J. Grant, who lead this effort was goingin partescape a subpoena (about polygamy) in conjunction with
the ongoing Smoot Hearings.

259 The US Mormon Church has about 1% African American members. See http://www.pewforum.org/religious-
landscape-study/racial-and-ethnic-composition/

260 This doctrine, that Joseph was a literal descendant of Joseph in Egypt, has not been discussed prominently since
DNA testing became common. Alternative explanations of this doctrinemay be developed by apologists.

261 Harold B. Lee, Decisions for Successful Living, Pages 164-165. See also
https://archive.org/stream/StewartUdallConscienceOfAlackMormon/StuartUdall -
OpenletterOnRaceAndConsequencesOfConscienceffpage/n15/mode/lup pp 13-16

262 See the articleby his son, Edward Kimball for a good overview:
https://www.scribd.com/document/85431038/Edward-L-Kimball-Spencer-W-Kimball-and-the-Revelation-on-
Priesthood

263 See https://www.dialoguejournal.com/2012/mormonisms-negro-doctrine-an-historical-overview/ or the
original articlein the original format https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-
content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue VO8NO1 13.pdf and https://youtu.be/ 8DrWag0deRc?t=28m28s
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4) Stanford had quit playing BYU based on this policy around 1969, and there was considerable negative PR

on the topicsinceabout 1963.

The official meetinginthe quorum of the 12 was made when two of the 12 were away, includingthe most racist
members of the body who would most likely have opposed the change2%4.

After the changeinpolicyin1978,BruceR. McConkie, an apostlewho had said things over the years in defense of
the racistpolicies of the church (with respect to the priesthood) stated:

There are statements inour literature by the early Brethren which we have interpreted to mean that the
Negroes would not receive the priesthoodin mortality.| have said thesame things, and people write me
letters and say, “You saidsuchandsuch,and how isitnow that we do suchandsuch?” And all | cansayto
thatis that it is time disbelieving people repented and got in line and believed in a living, modern
prophet. Forget everything that | have said, or what President BrighamYoung or President George Q.
Cannon or whomsoever has saidindays pastthatis contraryto the present revelation. We spoke with a

limited understanding and without the lightand knowledge that now has come into the world.265
The change in doctrine/policy was widely applauded by most members inthe church.

Whileitwas possible for people of various races to get married after the policy changeof 1978, interracial
marriagewas still discouraged. Ina press conference followingthe declaration, the church spokesman, Don

LeFaire stated:

...interracial marriages generally havebeen discouraged inthe past and until the prophets (Spencer W.

Kimball) further elaborates on the subject, that remains our position.

(The Church) discourages (interracial marriage) by counselingits members to consider the potential

negative impact of different backgrounds and cultures on marriages and on the posterity of the union...

..marriageis a very difficultthingunder any circumstances and the difficulty increases ininterracial

marriages.
..the Church does not prohibit, nor canitprohibitinterracial marriages2®® butit does discourage them.26”

In spite of the official recommendations againstinterracial marriage, Thomas Monson of the quorum of the 12
officially presided atthe marriage of Joseph Freeman and his wife Toa. He was the firstman of African descent to

be marriedina Mormon temple on June 23, 1978 (to his Tongan wife).

In 2014, the LDS church published a Gospel Topics entry on Race and the Priesthood, which concludes that the
reason that Blacks were not given the priesthood was due to racismwithin society and within the leadership of the

264 This includes Mark E. Petersen (on assignment) and Delbert Stapley (hospitalized). See
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1978 Revelation_on_Priesthood

265 https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/bruce-r-mcconkie_alike-unto-god-2/

266 |n Utah under the leadership of BrighamYoung, interracial marriagewas prohibited with the prescribed penalty
of death for anyone who broke this rule. Advice to avoidinterracial marriageis stillin currentchurch manuals.
See: https://www.lds.org/manual/aaronic-priesthood-manual-3/lesson-31-choosing-an-eternal-
companion?lang=eng

267 As quoted in Blackand Mormon, Newell G. Bringhurstand DarronT. Smith, pg
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church.268 There are anecdotal indicationsthatBlacks in high leadership positions may still notbe receivingtheir

second anointing even though this is relatively common among their white counterparts 26°,

GODS OTHER PEOPLE

Mormons are fascinated by Jews and have taught sincetheir earliestdays that Mormons are literally of the house
of Israel and thatJews would be converted to Mormonism priorto Christ’s 2" coming. In their earliest
newspapers, articles aboutJews around the world including their locationsand populations were published to help
plan missionary work.2’% Jerusalemwas dedicated for the return of Israel in 1841 by Mormon apostle Orson
Hyde.2’! In the early church, this was prioritized because Mormons believed that the second coming of Christwas
imminent and that it would occurintheir lifetimes or that of their children?72. Modern Mormons are often pro-
Israel and havea special respectand reverence forJudaismand the Jewish people which they do not sharefor

other religions such as Buddhism or Baptists.

THE TEMPLE

Modern Mormons (post 1990) aretypically taughtthe following:

1) Temples have always existed when God had his church on the earth. There are special ceremonies and
covenants that a member must make in order to be ableto make it into the celestial kingdom. In
addition, one must learn special tokens (handshakes) and keywords (a “new name” and a few more
words) in order to get into heaven.

2) The Kirtland temple (builtby the movement in 1836), had some, but not all of the ordinances of the
ancienttemples. A full restoration of these ordinances occurredinthe Nauvoo period and at the Nauvoo
temple.

3) The temple ordinances remainlargely thesame as duringthe time of Solomon and there have been few
changes to the ordinances sincethey were introduced by Joseph Smith to present. Known and
acknowledged changes include some modificationsto the sacred clothing or garments worn by those who
have had their endowments. The ceremony has also been changed from a live performance with actors
to arecorded message requiringless movement and a smaller staffatthe temples. The ceremony has
also been simplified and shortened.

A more accurateand complete history might be as follows:

1) The Kirtland temple was in many ways a fancy meeting house — a house for public worship and large
meetings. Itwas builtto be used as a school house — the school of the prophets. Even after its

dedication, 2/3 of the spacewas classroomanditwas used throughout the week forinstruction purposes.

268 https://www.lds.org/topics/race-and-the-priesthood?lang=eng

269 https://redd.it/8sumhk

270 Times and seasons —vol 5 #13 under communications:
http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/8375 There is a 3 page articleaboutthe
number of Jews aroundthe world. It seems that there was a teaching at this time that many or all of these Jews
would be converted to Mormonism. There is a detailed accountof each countryand how many Jews were
estimated to livethere. See alsovol 5#9 whichalsohasanarticleaboutthe Jews.

271 https://www.lds.org/ensign/1991/10/orson-hydes-1841-mission-to-the-holy-land?lang=eng. NOTE: Joseph
Smith “borrowed” Orson Hyde’s wife during his absence.

272 Many early members were concerned about the coming inthe early 1840s, probably duein part to the
influence of the Millarites. They later believed that the 2" coming would occurin 1890 based on quotes of Joseph
Smith.
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The high school was housed on the 3™ floor of the building?’3. Itwas used to marry members, but was
open to both members and non-members, who on some occasions were witnesses for the weddings.
These weddings were “till death do you part”. Festivities atweddings included dancing. Religious
activities intheKirtland temple included:

..washing, anointing, blessings, partaking of the sacrament, “sealing” (a group ceremony
involving the Hosanna Shout), washing of the feet, etc. — but these did not constitute an

endowment as we would currently define the term.274

...A month and a halflater at the temple dedication, Joseph gave instructions on the ordinance of
washing of feet; two days later the presidency “proceeded to cleanseour faces and our feet, and
then proceeded to wash one another’s feet.” Followingthis, all attendees “partook of the bread
andwine.” Finally,these recipients alsoreceived the ordinance of washing of feet. After
administeringthese rites to about 300 male church members, Joseph Smith declared that he
“had now completed the organization of the church,and we had passed through all the
necessary ceremonies.”?’>

The temple rituals introduced in Nauvoo are much more similartothose commonly practiced by believing
Mormons today. These rituals were influenced by the following:

1) The religious instruction parts are based on the creationstoryas toldinthe Old Testament, as well as the
books of Moses and Abraham. Given that JS retranslated the Bible making significantchanges to

Genesis?’® and was also responsiblefor the creation of the book of Abraham, itappears that he had a
keen interest inthe creation story.

2) The oaths, covenants, handshakes and other signs and tokens were largely adopted from contemporary
Freemasonry.

3) Parts of the symbolismand belief structure with respect to the kingdoms of heaven may have been taken
from Swedenborg?7’.

The Nauvoo temple was also open to the public, but only members were allowed in when ordinances suchas
baptismfor the dead were being performed. A receipt for tithing paid was required to gain entrance.

The components taken from freemasonry probably originated with builders of the religious buildings in Europe.
These rituals originated no early than about the 17t century.278

ORIGIONS OF THE CEREMONIES
Joseph Smith Senior (the father of Joseph Smith) was a freemason, becoming a master masonon May 7, 1818.
Hyram alsojoined masonryinabout1825. However, inthe late 1820s masonry was unpopular dueto the death of

273 https://voutu.be/rlfMRzvEU Uk ?t=1m40s

274 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V34N0102 87.pdf pg 77 (pg 3 of
the PDF).

275 |bid. pg 78.

276 This rewritten sectionis known inthe LDS faith as the Book of Moses.

277 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emanuel _Swedenborg His work “Heaven and Hell” provided the basis for LDS
afterlifetheology known as “the Plan of Salvation”.

278 278 hitps://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V34N0102 87.pdf pg 83-84.
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a former freemason who revealed some of their secrets?’°. It was rumored that he had been killed by fellow

masons for breachingtheir oaths of silence.

Possibly because of this negative public sentiment, there are many anti-mason warnings within the Book of
Mormon itself. Gadianton Robbers and their secret combinations (includingsecretsigns and tokens) which lead to
the destruction of the righteous people inthe book of Mormon area thinly veiled reference to masons and

masonry.

Joseph’s attitudes towards Masonry changed by the early 1840s, probably under the influence of John C. Bennett.
Joseph and Sidney [Rigdon] were inducted into formal Masonry on the same day being made "Masons on Sight" by
the Illinois Grandmaster.280

On March 15th 1842, Joseph received the firstdegree within Freemasonry and officiated as grand chaplainatthe
installation of the Nauvoo Lodge of Free Masons.?81 The following day, Joseph was raised to the third degree of
master mason (the sublime degree) "on sight" by Grand Master Jonas of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Joseph
entered masonryjustprior to introducing the temple sealings and the rapid expansion of polygamy?82.

Their induction and quick advance within Masonry was unusual butallowed, and may have been motivated by the
significantpolitical influencethat Joseph had as leader of the relatively largereligious movement (numbering
perhaps 16,000 members in 1840).

Within 5 months, the activities of the Nauvoo branch of the Masons was suspended due to its unorthodox
procedures and recruitment activities. Large numbers of new members were being inducted and promoted
without the standard ballots and procedures being followed.

By the mid 1840s, there were about 2000 Mormons within a total of 5 lodges, the largest of which was in Nauvoo
run by Hyrum Smith.?®3 Joseph insisted that Masonnry be open to all members of the priesthood. There were
perhaps 50-70,000 masons in the entire USA at this time.?8

The firstfive Presidents of the LDS Church, Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, John Taylor, Wilford Woodr uff, and
Lorenzo Snow, were all Masons inthe Nauvoo Lodge?8>. Inaddition, the overwhelming majority of the hierarchyin
Nauvoo was previously or became freemasons shortly after the Prophet was raised to the Sublime Degree of

Master Mason.286

278 Mormonism was born in the throes of the holocaustprovoked by the anti-masonic Morgan Affair of 1826
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/history/lds/mormonism.html see also

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of Freemasonry#Morgan_affair_and_decline_in_American_Freemasonry .
281826.E2.80.93¢.1850.29

280 Reed Durham-— see Wikipedia under Mormonismand Freemasonry.

281 History of the churchvol 4, ch. 32, p 552.

282 | ess than two months after entering Masonry, Joseph performed the firstendowment ceremony on May 4th.
283 The Nauvoo lodge had 1550 members. See https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/selections-2006-religious-education-
student-symposium/masonic-martyrdom-freemason

284 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of Freemasonry#American_Freemasons_during_the Civil War

285 Al 5 were also polygamists.

286 http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/history/lds/mormonism.html
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Participationin masonrywas either highly encouraged or required of the early male members of the church. The
teachings and symbols of masonry would have a significantimpacton how members sawtheir prophet, their

temples, and the vows and covenants made in their temples.
When Joseph was shot, the followingwas recorded in the local Mormon-owned paper:

"...and were then shot to death, while, with uplifted hands they gave suchsigns of distress as would have
commanded the interposition and benevolence of Savages or Pagans.They were both Masons in good
standing. Ye brethren of "the mystictie" what thinkye! Where is our good Master Joseph and Hyrum? Is
there a pagan, heathen, or savagenation on the globe that would not be moved on this great occasion, as
the trees of the forest are moved by a mighty wind? Joseph's lastexclamation was "O Lord my God!"”?%7

When a masonisintrouble, they cancall other masons to their aid by issuinga distress call. The Masondistress

call (with hands uplifted)is:
O Lord, my God, is there no help for the Widow's Son?288
The FirstPresidency explained the secrecy of Temple ceremonies by referencing the Mason oaths used:
Because of their Masonic characters the ceremonies of the temple aresacred and not for the public.?®®

Familiarmason symbols wereincluded in many of the architectural details of the Nauvoo and SaltLake temples

and the temple garments. These includethe sun, moon, stars, beehive, compass, square, etc.

Lodges in Utah were firstestablishedinthe 1870s. Inorder to get a charter,the Utah masons had to agree that
Mormons would not be welcome as members. Masons feltthat the temple ceremony was plagiarized from
masonry.The numbers of masons who were Mormons plummeted between the 1850s and 1890s. This banwas

liftedin 1985.2°°
Elements from Masonry which closely resemble parts of the endowment ceremony includethe following:

1) Masonicsymbols onthe garments.

2) The signs or handshakes usedinthe ceremony.

3) The 5 points of fellowship used when goingthrough the veil 2°1.

4) The penalties associated with the signs and tokens, including disembowelment and other death oaths

priorto 1990.292

287 Times and Seasons,Volume 5, No 13. “Oh Lord my God” is the first part of the Mason cry for help and would
have “required” other Masons inthe mob to help the prophet.

288 http://www.ephesians5-11.org/handshakes.htm

289 October 15, 1911; Messages of FirstPresidency, 4: 250

290 http://www.uen.org/utah_history_encyclopedia/m/MASONRY_FREE.html

291 |n addition to the 5 points of fellowship, the participants were given the “key word on the five points of
fellowship” Heber C. Kimball, On the Potter’'s Wheel, pp 203-204 as quoted in The Mysteries of Godliness pg 78.
This partof the ceremony was removed in 1990. See https://redd.it/158iss

292 These oaths and signs were actually removed from Masonry by most lodges by the 1980s.
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The temple recommend interview for 1933 requires that members who will enter the temple, “should notjoin nor
be a member of any secret oath bound organization...”. This would seem to prohibitmasonry among LDS
members during this time period.2°3

NECESSITY FOR SALVATION
Mormons believe that one is required to go through several ordinances in order receive salvation and exaltation2°4.
Exaltationis another way of sayingbecominglikea God (i.e. being a god), which is considered both a giftandan

automatic part of fulfillingwhatone is required to do within Mormonism. These ordinances requireinclude:

1) Baptism

2) Confirmation/Layingon of hands for the gift of the holy ghost
3) Priesthood ordination for men (Melchizedek)

4) Receiving washings and annointings

5) Receiving the endowment

6) Temple sealing.2%>

The last3 of these are performed exclusivelyinthe temple?®®. All 6arerequired inorder to become a God inthe
next life, though children who die before they turn 8 and those who are singlecangoto lower levels of the
celestial kingdom. Inaddition to these 6, there is another ordinances whichis notrequired for salvation butwhich
more or less guarantees it. Itis called the 2" anointingor ‘having your callingand election made sure’and itis
also performed in the temple?°7,

In addition to the promise of exaltation for those who receive all 6 of the above, Mormons are promised that they
will havetheir children sealed tothem andthat this will allow for their children to be saved even iftheir children

make sinful choicesinthis life2%8. This teachinghas sometimes been modified or disavowed?2°°,

TEMPLES AND ENDOWMENT HOUSES

The Kirtland Temple was builtas a church, school,and meeting place. It was dedicated as a temple duringa 7 hour
serviceon Mar 27, 1836. After the failureofthe Kirtland Bankin 1837, a group led by Warren Parrish and Martin
Harris took control of the property. This facility was used for a washingceremony, but did not have any ceremony

293 This restriction was removed priorto 1970.

294 This belief was introduced about 1843, and was not held prior to that time. The book of Mormon specifically
teaches that faith, repentance, and baptismshould bethe only basis for doctrine. See 3 Nephi 11:38-40.

295 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/priesthood-ordinances-and-
blessings?lang=engsection21.1

296 In earlier church history, especially between 1842-44 and 1847-1889, many of these ordinances were
performed outside of temples becausetemples were not available.

297 All people called to the 15tquorum of the 70 or higher leadership positions receive this ordinance. Very littleis
said publically of people in lower offices receiving this, although at leastsome stake presidents have received this
ordinance.

298 See https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1992/04/our-moral-environment?lang=eng under the section
“The measure of a successful parent”.

299 https://www.lds.org/ensign/2014/03 /faithful -parents-and-wayward-children-sustaining-hope-while-
overcoming-misunderstanding?lang=eng The articleends: “Thus, faithful parents can invite the power of heaven
to influencetheir children. Nevertheless, those children remain agents unto themselves, andthe choiceto repent
or not ultimatelyis theirs.”
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resemblingthe modern LDS Endowment. Three temples of nearlyidentical design were announced for Missouri,

but never built399,

The Nauvoo Temple was constructed between 1841 and 1846. Itwas used for about 3 months duringthe winter
of 1845 and spring of 1846 during which time many of the members received their endowments prior to heading

west.

The St. George temple was completed in 1877 and was the 3™ Temple of the LDS movement. It originally

contained many of the features of the previous temples includingtwo largeassembly halls 301,

Even when temples were not built, the LDS church continued to perform ceremonies typicallyrestricted to temples

today. Temporary facilities usedinclude:

The red brick store in Nauvoo (also used for mason meetings): 1842-1844 302
The Council Housein SLC Utah: 1850-1855303,

The Endowment House inSLC Utah: 1855-1889.

The Endowment Housein Spring City Utah from about 1876-1878.304

i

There is some indication thatwhen dedicated structures were not available,ad-hoc arrangements were made.

This includes a few sealings performed on trains, boats, or those done in Mexico between about 1888 and 1904.

GETTING IN THE SACRED DOORS

The Kirtland temple was open for both members and non-members. In Nauvoo, church members were required to
show a receipt from tithing payments in order to enter the temple3%> when performing baptisms for the dead.
Whilethe temple was generally open to the public,and had alarge meeting room on the mainstory, it was not

open for non-members when baptisms for the dead or endowments were being performed.
The firstrecorded requirements for getting into the temple arefrom 1856 and state that applicants:

...must be those who pray, who pay their tithing from year to year; who livethe lives of saints fromdayto
day; setting good examples before their neighbors. Men and women, boys and girls over 16 years of age
who arelivingthe lives of saints, believe in the plurality [plural marriage],and do not speakevil of the
authorities of the Church, and possess true integrity towards their friends.3%6

In 1886 the firstpresidency (John Taylor, George Q Cannon, Joseph F. Smith) stated that those attending the

temple:

300 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kirtland_Temple

301 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St. George Utah Temple

302 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red Brick Store

303 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_House (Salt Lake_ City)

304 http://sanpete.com/businesses/show/2135-spring-city-endowment-house-office-school

305 https://youtu.be/rLfMRzvEU Uk?t=130

306parowan Historical Record, 13,16 March 1856, quoted in Buerger, Mysteries of Godliness,99-100.Rachel
Andora Woolsey Lee, Diary,30 March 1856, BYU Archives and Manuscripts, quotes the same letter, dated 2 March,
inalmostidentical words.
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... shouldlivein harmony and peace at home, they shouldsettle all their differences before attempting to
enter this holyplace. . . praywith their families morningand evening, and not neglect secret prayer;...
honestly pay their debts . .. tithes and offerings,.. . observe the Word of Wisdom

... [Itis]inconsistentto carrythe smell of whiskey and tobacco into the sacred precincts of the Lord's
House. ... [They should] observe to do and keep all God's holy laws and commandments.3°7

The sealing power was considered to only be held by one personon the earth ata time (the prophet). This was
considered to be a key doctrine when polygamy was openly practiced. As such, until 1891, all temple recommends

were signed by the prophet308,

Adherence to the word of wisdom became a formal requirement for entering the temple in1921. Prior to this it

was expected inmany cases ona local level, butnot mandated from the central leadership.
Accordingto the 1933 Handbook:

(Members desiringrecommends) should observe the law of tithing. The applicantshouldalso observe all
other principles of the Gospel, should keep the Word of Wisdom, not use profanity, should notjoin nor be
amember of anysecret oath bound organization3%° and should sustain withoutreservation the general
andlocal authorities of the church.

Both 1928 and 1934 editions (but not previous) list “liquor drinking” and “bootlegging” among the transgressions
which are ordinarily such astojustify consideration by the bishop’s court. The 1934 edition added

“drunkenness” 310

Temple recommend questions became standardized in conjunction with the usage of the handbooks and
continues to be updated.*x

For additionalinformation, see:

http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1030&context=mormonhistory pg 200 (135).

CEREMONY VERSIONS

There are at least6 known revisions of the temple ceremony. Onlylimited accounts of the Nauvoo endowment
are known to exist. The ceremony changed at leastslightly between 1842 and 1845311, and was passed on orally
for the first30years of its existence. Between Nov 1876 and Mar 1877, Wilford Woodruff, Brigham Young Jr. and
some other wrote down the temple ceremony for the firsttime.312 Some details of the endowment were released
inthe Smoot hearingsin 1904 andinthe SaltLake tribunein 1906313, The 1931 endowment ceremony is recorded

307 Clark, Messages of the FirstPresidency, 3:63 as quoted in
http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1030&context=mormonhistory pg 141(206)

308 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2016/04/see-yourself-in-the-temple?lang=eng Polygamistmarriages
were approved for some higher church leaders until about1906.

309 This is significant becausein the early church, it appears that male members were required to be masons before
they could go through the temple. Inthis statement, it appears thatthey areforbidden to be masons.

310 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V14NO3 80.pdf pg5

311 http://www.templestudy.com/2008/01/26/wilford-woodruff-eyewitness-of-the-first-endowments/

312 hitp://www.wilfordwoodruff.info/p/timeline-of-wilfords-life.html Itwas written down in partto harmonize
the versions inlightof the fact that for the firsttime there were multiplefunctioningtemples inthe church.

313 http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045396/1906-02-12/ed-1/seq-2/
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insome detail314. The pre-199031% and post199031¢ arealsoavailable. Some additional changes were made in
2005. Major changes to the roleof Eve and removing some sexistelements withinthe ceremony were made in
2019317,

WASHINGS ANNOINTINGS, AND GARMENTS

Washings and annointings arethe one partof the temple ceremony that was availablein someform at the Kirtland
temple. InKirtland, ceremonial washingof the feet was anintegral partof the ceremony. In Nauvoo, the washing
ceremony consisted of washingthe entire body ina tub of water. This was done by a temple worker of the same
sex318, The endowment ceremony was firstintroduced only to men, but later was introduced to women.31?
Anointing consisted in pouringa horn full of oil over the recipient’s head. 320

The importance of cleanlinessas partofthe ceremony was further underscored later, when it was required to be
rebaptized within a week of goingto the temple for ones endowments until about 1910.321 Rebaptism was a

common occurrence for various reasons between about 1856 and the early 1900s.322

Around 1930, the washing ceremony was modified. The participants were no longer fully naked but rather
covered by a sheet that had a hole for their heads and was open at the sides. Washing consisted of rubbing water

on certain parts of the inductee’s body includingtheir navel, knees, and forehead.

The ceremony was modified againin 2005, and the partial nakedness and touching of body parts below the neck
were eliminated. Recipients now placetheir garments on their body prior to the washings and annointings .323 The
ceremony has been transformed from a full body washingto a largely symbolic ceremony and the more sensitive

or privateparts of the body are no longer touched 324

314 See: http://packham.n4m.org/endow31.htm Printand PDF versions arealso availablefrom Utah Lighthouse

Ministries.
315

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?qg=cache:THZzNsfldzYJ):www.i4m.com/think/temples/temple_ce
remony.htm+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us

316 http://mit.irr.org/mormon-temple-endowment-cer emony

317 https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2019/01/02/Ids-church-releases/

318 There were two separaterooms used for washing. See the image in The Mysteries of Godliness pg 76. See also
this image from the saltlaketemple, 1911:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washing_and_anointing#/media/File:Washing_and_anointing_tub_in_the Salt Lak
e _Temple, June 1911.png

319 See The Mormon Delusion, pg 145. The endowment ceremony was introduced to women, with Emma being
the firstone to participatein 1843. This may have been done to get her to agree to allowJoseph to take 2
additional polygamous brides. Hewas already married to 18 at this time, most of which were unknown to Emma.
https://books.google.se/books?id=7Dk993FxE5AC&qg=145#v=snippet&q=145&f=false

320 pmysteries of Godliness, p. 81

321 'The Practice of Rebaptismat Nauvoo,' D. Michael Quinn, BYU Studies (1978)18:2. See also:http://Ids-church-
history.blogspot.com/2012/04/rebaptism.html

322 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebaptism_(Mormonism) To underscorethis point, duringthe reformation of
1856-57, those who refused to be rebaptized were kicked out of the church.

323 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washing_and_anointing

324 This transformation may be compared to the baptism ceremony which went from immersion duringJohn the
Baptist’s time to placinga littlewater on an infant’s head in many religions. Mormonismcondemns this latter
form of baptism.
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GARMENTS

When one goes through the temple, they receive garments which they are told to always wear as itwill provide
“protection”. These were introduced as partof the Nauvoo temple ceremony. These garments consisted of “long
johns”and were placed on the recipientafter the washings and anointings. They were then cut invarious places
as the endowment ceremony progressed and at the end of the ceremony would containthe 4 marks associated
with the garments. The skinabove the knee was cut - something which Emma found objectionable - and this part

of the ceremony was changed shortly after her inductionin 1843.

The firstgarments were made of unbleached muslinand bound with turkey red and were without collars.
Later on the prophet decided he would rather have them bound with white. Sister Emma Smith, the
Prophet's wife, proposed that they have a collar onas shethought they would look more finished, but at
firstthe prophet did not have the collarsonthem. After Emma Smith had made the littlecollarswhich
were not visiblefrom the outside of the dress, Sister Eliza R. Snow made a collar of finewhite material
which was worn on the outside of the dress.The garment was to reach to the ankleand the sleeves to the
wrist.32°

Inthe early church, members were not required to wear garments all of the time. They were considereda sign
that one hadentered intothe special covenants,and becausethese were associated with the plural spouse
doctrine, wearingthese garments was a signthat one was likelyinvolved with polygamy. Joseph sent out letters
requesting the apostles take off their garments and destroy them prior to returning to Nauvoo. Joseph and Hyrum
Smith did not wear their garments to Carthage when they were killed32¢, The garments belonging to Hyrum have

been kept inthe vaultof the 15tpresidency for more than 100 years.

325 Djary of James T.S. Allred; Letter to Col. Williams;[Microfilmd.1021/f.92, end of roll #2 (July 10, 1844)] LDS
Church Archives, SaltLake City. See: http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/garments.htm
326 John Taylor had also taken off his garments.



http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/garments.htm

Temple garments circa 1879

The garment was originally a single piece32”. Color of the garments was specified to be white in 1893. In 1906, LDS
Church president Joseph F. Smith characterized as a "grievous sin" any attempt, inthe name of changingfashion
trends, to modify the 1840s garment pattern, which he characterized as "sacred, unchanged, and unaltered from
the very pattern in which God gave them."328

Changes to the garments were made about May 17,1923 —The FirstPresidency and Quorum of the Twelve agree
to alter temple garment to be "...buttons instead of strings; no collar;sleeves above the elbow and few inches
below the knee and a change inthe crotch so as to cover the same." Mormons of the time regard this as a
dramatic changefrom endowment garment introduced by Joseph Smith.32% Changes to the garments may have

been a partof a larger effort to change the image of the churchincludingits associations with polygamy.

Women’s and men’s garments used the same pattern until 196533%, Women’s garments continued to be a one
piece design until the 1970s, when all garments became two pieces as a standard (one piece garments were still
offered). Members could make their own garments usingapproved patterns until at least 1977, though thisis no
longer anoption. A variety of fabrics areavailableand men canchoosebetween a standardandcrew neck

3271n 1842, itmay have been two pieces, but the single piece pattern was quickly established and was standard by
the mid 1840s.

328 Smith, Joseph F. (August 1906), "Editor's Table", Improvement Era, 9 (10): 812-815.

329 http://www.idm.com/think/history/mormon_history.htm

330 http://www.idm.com/think/temples/mormon-garments.htm
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design.33! Changes and updates to the fit, materials, and marking (going from sewn to silkscreened, moving

markings from the outsideto the inside) have continued on a regular basis, the latest of which came in 2018.332

Inaddition to the four lines or cuts in the garments, the ties and collar also had symbolicmeaningearly on. From
Wikipedia weread:

Accordingto a description by LDS Church president John Taylorin 1883, the "Square" represents "the
justiceand fairness of our Heavenly Father, that we will receiveall the good thatis coming to us or all that
we earn, on a squaredeal”,and the "Compasses" represents "the North Star". Inaddition to the Square
and Compasses, Taylor described the other symbols as follows:thecollar represented the idea that the
Lord's "yoke is easyand [his] burdenis light", or the "Crown of the Priesthood"; the double-knotted
strings represented "the Trinity" and "the marriage covenant"; the navel mark represents "strength inthe
navel and marrowin the bones"; and the knee mark represents "that every knee shall bowand every
tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ".

In 1926, LDS Church apostle David O. McKay offered an updated description that was later incorporated
into the church's endowment ceremony. Accordingto McKay's explanation, the "mark of the Compass"
represents "an undeviating courseleadingto eternal life;a constantreminder that desires, appetites, and
passionsareto be kept withinthe bounds the Lord has set; and that all truth may be circumscribed into
one great whole"; the "mark of the Square" represents "exactness and honor" in keeping the
commandments and covenants of God; the navel markrepresents "the need of constantnourishment to
body and spirit";and the "knee mark" represents "that every knee shall bowand every tongue shall
confess that Jesus is the Christ". Unlike Taylor, McKay did not describethe symbolism of the collar or the
tie-strings becausethose elements of the garment had been eliminatedin 1922 .33

A NEW NAME

Inthe temple, people aregiven a new name which they are told to remember and which will allowthem to get
into the Celestial kingdom (the highest degree inheaven). The names given and process by which they are given
has changed significantly throughoutthe years.

The new names were firstinstituted in Nauvoo sometime between 1842 and 1844. Between 1844 and 1878, all
patrons going through the temple would receive the same new names: Abraham for men334, and Sarah for
women. Brigham Young died inAug, 1877. A change was made sometime between 1878 and 1880, and thereafter
every person goingthrough the temple received a name chosen by the temple worker. Temple workers were
instructed:

"With regard to new Names, give easy names to be understood: Scripture names or names notinthe
Scripture, there are many good names of those who have lived upon the earth which areeasy to
understand[;] don't give any fanciful names, [and] be Sure they get the New Name and that they
understandit."335 (Minutes, Meeting of Workers in St. George Temple, August 31, 1880, typed excerpt,
Buerger Papers).

331 Additional options and colors areavailablefor those in the military or who requirespecial uniforms.

332 hitps://janariess.religionnews.com/2018/03/14/hallelujah-mormon-womens-garments-just-got-a-lot-better/
333 hittps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_garment

334 There are many sources for this, including: https://archive.org/details/lettersofapostatOQinfree/page/58

335 Minutes, Meeting of Workers in St. George Temple, August 31, 1880, typed excerpt, Buerger Papers
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Having each member with a different new name became logistically difficult33¢, especially as members began to be
encouraged to attend the temple more often than once. In 1965, new names were standardized such that

everyone who came on a certain day would receive the same new name.337

List#1: Jan 1965 - June 1974: The same names were used for both those takingtheir own endowments andthose

going through for the dead. One listfor women, and one listfor men.

List#2: Aug 1974 — June 1983: the process became more complicated. There was a name associated with each

day of each month. Thus, the names were still recycled, but only on anannual basis.

List#3: June 1983 —Jan 1993: The listis simplified againto a single name for men and women depending onlyon

the day of the month.
List#4: Jan 1993 — Nov 2013: This listlasted 20 years andis similartolist3in methodology.

List#5: Dec 2013 — Present: Anew list,followingthesame pattern as thelast2lists.

THE ROLE OR PREACHERS AND LUCIFER

The original endowment ceremony in Nauvoo may have been 1.5-4 hours in length. However, Brigham Young
added to the ceremony (Peter, James, and John, the lecture atthe veil including Adam God Doctrine, etc). 1n 1906,
the ceremony was still roughly 8 hours inlength. This probablyincluded washing, anointing, markingthe garment,

and the endowment ceremony. The modern ceremony is roughly 1.5 hours.

Inaddition to Lucifer who plays a prominent roleinthe modern ceremony, there were multiplepreachersinthe

early ceremony representing various “corrupted” Christian faiths.338 These preachers appear to come inand try to
sell intheir various religions (with explanations thrown in regarding why these religions arefalse). The devil then
comes in offering a non-Christian “life of pleasure” alternative before he is asked to leave by the actors playing
Peter, James, and John. It appears that these multiple preachers disappeared and were replaced by a single
preacher, probably by 1927. In 1990 the role of the preacher was eliminated entirely and his partwas combined
with that of Lucifer. At leastone Hymn was sungas partof the early endowment ceremony.

SIGNS AND PENALTIES

Inthe earlyversions of the temple ceremony, the signs and tokens were accompanied by oaths of secrecy. The
oaths also described the manner of death of the participantshould they devolve any of the signs or tokens in the
ceremony. The oaths were taken almostverbatim from Masonryand were as follows:

We and each of us, covenant and promisethat we will notreveal any secrets of this... Should we do so, we

agree that our throats be cut from ear to ear and our tongues torn out by their roots .332

336 Members were told that they needed to remember this name to be ableto get into heaven. If they forgotit,
someone inthe temple would lookitup. As this was a pencil/paper operation, logistics becamedifficultas
membership grew.

337 http://www.fullerconsideration.com/templenameoracle.php

338 See http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045396/1906-02-12/ed-1/seq-2/ Accordingto the text of this
1906 account, “Men representing (or trying to) the different religious sects then came inand presented their views
andsaidthey wanted to try and save these fallen children. In doingthis they could not refrain from exaggerating
and coarsely satirizing the different sects they represented.”

339 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penalty (Mormonism) had a full list of the penelties.
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Around 1927, this was changed to the followingversion:

We and each of us, covenant and promisethat we will notreveal any secrets of this... Rather than do so, |

would suffer my lifeto be taken" (while pantomiming those gruesome deaths).
In 1990, itwas changed to the followingversion:

I solemnly covenant before God, angels,and these witnesses, ... that | will never reveal the (firstor

second) Token of the Melchizedek Priesthood (or name of token), with its accompanyingname andsign.

Inaddition, the signs of slitting ones throatwas removed from the ceremony in 1990. Havingthe thumb extended
(which previously represented the blade of a knife used to pantomime various ways of killing oneself), is still a part
of the signs used in the temple. The full changes inthe ceremony (which compromise about 5% of the text but
make important substantivechanges) can be found online.3*? Many free-masonry lodges removed blood-oaths

from their ceremonies in the early 1980s.341

POLYGAMY
The endowment may have been introduced to allowfor a structure for the institutionalization of polygamy. The
construction of the temple in Nauvoo and the introduction of the endowment ceremony correspond with the

widespread practice of polygamy by Joseph Smith and key followers including the quorum of the 12.

Brigham Young would later teach that polygamy was required to get intothe highestlevels of the celestial

kingdom. Those who were not polygamistwould havetheir wives taken from them:

"The only men who become Gods, even the Sons of God, are those who enter into polygamy. .. Now,
where a man inthis Church says, 'l don't want but one wife, | will live my religion with one,' he will
perhaps be savedinthe celestial kingdom; but when he gets there he will notfind himselfin possession of
anywife atall... but itwill be taken and given to those who have improved the talents they received, and

he will find himself without any wife, and he will remain singlefor ever and ever."342

Joseph Smith also used the parableof the law of talents with respect to polygamyand the need to have multiple

wives343,

Changes inthe temple vows of chastity also providesomeinsightinto how the temple related to polygamy during
and after the time itwas practiced. The concept of wife seems to have evolved from s omething which was only
valid when given in the temple, to something which must be legal. In 1904, at the Reed Smoot hearings Mr. Wallis

stated under oath:

340 http://www.idm.com/think/temples/temple_ceremony.htm

341 http://www.crystalinks.com/freemasons.html

342 Journal of Discourses, Vol.11,p.268 - p.269, Brigham Young, August 19, 1866. He continued to teach this later
on other occasionsincluding Aug31, 1873 as recorded by Wilford Woodruff:
https://archive.org/stream/WoodruffWilfordJournalSelections/Woodruff Wilford Journal_Selections_djvu.txt
Other second hand accounts of this doctrineindicatethat it was being taughtin 1859:
https://archive.org/details/lettersofapostatOQinfree/page/36

343 See the testimony of Benjamin F. Johnson https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_F. Johnson
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Another is called the “vow of chastity,” by which we all vowed that we would have no connection with

any of the other sex unless they were given to us by the priesthood...3**
A 1906 accountstates:

The men then took the oath of chastity and the women the same; they don’t consider polygamy at all
unchaste, but said thatitwas an Heaven ordained law, and that a man to be exalted in the world to come
must have more than one wife. The women then took the oath of obedience to their husbands, havingto
look up to them as their gods. It is not possible for a woman to go to Christ, except through her
husband 345

In 1931 this same part of the ceremony read,

You and each of you do covenant and promisethat you will not have sexual intercoursewith any of the

oppositesex except your lawful wife or wives who aregiven you by the holy priesthood.
The version used between about 1960-2018346 of this partof the ceremony reads:

We areinstructed to give unto you the law of Chastity; whichis, that each of you shall have no sexual
relations except with your husband or wife to whom you are legally and lawfully wedded.34”

In 2019, this partof the ceremony was changed again, possibly to clarify doctrinethathomosexual marriages (now

legal inthe US) were not marriages inthe eyes of God:

We areinstructed to give unto you the law of Chastity; whichis, that the women of God’s kingdom and
the men of God’s kingdom shall haveno sexual relations except with those to whom they are legally and
lawfully wedded according to His law 343

THE OATH OF VENGEANCE
Inearlytemple ceremonies in 1844, participants, “...formed a circle, offered up the signs,andthen offered up
prayers...thatthe Lord would frustrate the plans of our enemies.”

After the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, the Law of Vengeance was added to the temple ceremony. It

remained inthe ceremony until about1930. Itwas given after the Law of Chastityandis as follows:

344 Reed Smoot Case, vol.2 pp. 77-79 as quoted in Tanner, Changing World of Mormonism pg 534.

345 See the 1906 accountpublished by the SaltLake Tribune:
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045396/1906-02-12/ed-1/seq-2/

346 The guthor does not know when this change was made, but believes thatit was probably made between 1930
and 1960. A series of changes to the temple ceremony and garments were made between 1922 and1927. The
ceremony is believed to have been relatively static between 1960 and 1990, though significantchanges were made
in presentation when itwent from a liveceremony to afilmpresentationin the 1950s.

347 The full modern endowment text canbe found at http://mit.irr.org/mormon-temple-endowment-ceremony

348 https://voutu.be/7VObOXNjdXE?t=3152
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You and each of you do solemnly promiseand vow that you will pray, and never cease to pray, and never
cease to importune high heaven to avenge the blood of the prophets on this nation,and that you will
teach this to your children and your children's children unto the third and fourth generation.34°

Inthe 1906 version:

After receivingthe grip for the Aaronic priesthood, applicants were made to swear “To obey the laws of
the Mormon Church and all they enjoin, in preference to those of the United States”.

After the negative publicity associated with the Smoot hearings, the emphasis of the Oath of Vengeance may have

changed. DavidH. Cannondescribed the “law of retribution” in 1912 as a prayer rather than an oath:

“We importune our Father, not that we may, but that He, our Father, will avenge the blood of martyrs

shed for the testimony of Jesus.”3°°

It appears that between about 1845-1920,the Mormon church had a very adversarial relationship with the US
government. After polygamy was abandoned and this relationship improved, the oath of vengeance was removed
from the endowment ceremony.

THE ADAMIC LANGUAGE
Up until 1990, all temple versions used a phrasewhich was said to have been inthe pure, Adamic language:

"Pale, Hale,Hale” or “Pay Lay Ale”. These words are saidtomean: "O Lord, hear the words of my mouth."

These words “Pale, Hale, Hale” were used as the sign for the second token of the Melchizedek priesthood. After
1990 these words were replaced with the translation, “O Lord, hear the words of my mouth”.

PRAYER CIRCLES

As partof the endowment ceremony, a prayercircleis established. Members consistof those going through the
temple for the firsttime and other volunteers. Participantsaretaught “the true order of prayer” and repeat a
prayer offered by the officiatorintheceremony on alineby linebasis. Theyalso gothrough the signs and token
(special handshakes) thatthey have learned as partof the ceremony.

Until the late 1970s, special prayer circles werealso convened in some cases within specially designated rooms in
stake buildings3°1. Family alters wereused through atleastthe beginning partof the 20t century in some home

settings.

EARLIEST CEREMONONIES

349 This may have been deleted inthe late 1920s: Feb 15,1927 - Apostle George F. Richards notifiestemples that it
is decision of FirstPresidency and Quorum of Twelve to immediately omit from prayer circles "all references to
avenging the blood of the Prophets. Omit from the ordinanceand lecture all reference to retribution." Letter also
instructs to "omit the kissing" atthe end of the proxy sealings.
http://www.i4m.com/think/history/mormon_history.htm

350 St, George Temple Minute Book, 22 Feb 1912, LDS archives, as quoted in Burger, The Mysteries of Godliness pp
135-136.

351 https://imgur.com/a/hN4ER and https://bycommonconsent.com/2006/07/14/the-family-altar/amp/



http://www.i4m.com/think/history/mormon_history.htm
https://imgur.com/a/hN4ER
https://bycommonconsent.com/2006/07/14/the-family-altar/amp/

The Nauvoo ceremony contained many elements not presentin the current ceremony. Forbidden fruit, in the
form of raisins3°2, was eaten by the participants. Accuraterecords of these early ceremonies are availableinthe
journals of early saints, butthese records will notbe disclosed by the LDS church353. There is one account available
by a member that defected around 1846.3>4

INTERESTING HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1906 TEMPLE CEREMONY:
The 1906 ceremony was published by the SaltLake Tribune.3>> This included drawings of the early temple garment

andapron worn by Sataninthe presentation.

This ceremony appears to also havebeen about 8 hours inlength. The exact text is not given in this published
overview, though certain parts arenevertheless interesting. Parts of it may have been sensationalizedand as such
details should probably betaken with a grain of salt. This beingsaid, many of the details areconsistentorin line
with the Nauvoo and 1931 accounts,and as such arelikely credible. Records from Nauvoo indicatea much
shorter ceremony (about 1.5-2 hours), but with the washing ceremonies taking longer than the modern
equivalents (up to 2 hours). There areindicationsthatthe endowment grew indetail and complexity duringthe
Nauvoo period. The firstpresentationinthe Nauvoo temple hadonly Elohim, Jehovah, Michael,and the serpent

as actors. In Dec. of 1845, Adam, Peter, James, and John were added.3® Eve was alsoadded around this time.

352 hitps://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V34N0102 87.pdf pg 96.
353 https://youtu.be/fAnZmg-zUmU?t=350

354 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V34N0102 87.pdf

355 http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045396/1906-02-12/ed-1/seq-2/

356 Buerger, Mysteries of Godliness pg80.
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Images published along with the article may be some of the earliestof temple clothing, though Hyram Smiths

WOMAN'S CAP AND MOCCASIN.

garments are saidtobe inthe 1stpresidency’s vault:

76



DEVIL'S APRON

THE ROBE

INTERESTING HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1931 TEMPLE CEREMONY:

77



The 1931 ceremony is also availableonline.3>7
A few elements found in this ceremony which are not found inthe current ceremony:

e Lucifer and the Preacher arestill separateactors,and dialogueduringthis section of the ceremony is
longer than inthe contemporary ceremony. The preacher is offered 4000 a year3>8 from Lucifer to preach
and convert Adam andthosein the ceremony. The (evil) preacher then tries to get the attendees and
Adam/Eve to believe in certain doctrines of mainstream Christianity such as:

o ..that great Spirit, without body, parts or passions, whosits on the top of a topless throne,
'beyond the bounds of time and space', whose center is everywhere and circumference
nowhere; who fillsimmensity with His presence and yet is sosmall Hecan dwell in your heart.

o ..hell--thatgreat and bottomless pit whichis full of fireand Brimstone, into which the wicked are
castand where they are ever burning and yet never burn.

e The ceremony includes the Law of Vengeance, given directly after the Law of Chastity.

e The endowment lecture was given by the officiator and there was some latitudegiven in what was
included. However, inadditionto pointing out the details of the temple vale, the lecturer was instructed
as follows:

o Inspeakingof the creation, heis sureto saythat Adam was not made out of the dustof the earth
but begotten the same as other men; that the creation of Adam was done by a figurejustto
show you how man was made; and that when he came here he brought one of his wives with
him.

e Women were required to go with or after men when goingthrough the veil inthe temple to come to the
holy of hollies. The process is described as follows:

o All now beingin readiness,a man's name is called, who goes up on the platformwith his woman
or women following him. There, as has been said, they seat themselves till their turncomes. A
man will sometimes take three or four, or even more, women with him, whom he has never seen
before, but who must have a man to take them through and be lord to them.

e As the manis beingadmitted into the “Glory room” (currently known as the Celestial Room), the
following was noted in the ceremony:

= _.As he says this heextends his hand and welcomes the candidateinto the Glory Room.

He is now the lord over his women...

FOR THE LIVING OR THE DEAD?

When temple practices were firstintroduced, they were intended to be for living members. Accordingto Joseph
Smith, the temple was for rich members and poor members could receive the spiritual manifestations and
ordinances they needed on mountain tops.” Ordinances for the dead were not performed until after the temple
was completed in Utah around 1877, and typically weredone for directrelatives of members goingback perhaps
2-3 generations. The firstsealings between generations, and the sealingof parents to children (esp.for the dead)
was done in 1894359, |n this sameyear, the Utah Genealogical Society was established by the Mormon Church. By

357 http://packham.n4m.org/endow31.htm or

358 The average annual salaryin 1932 was about 1368 USD, so the sum of 4000 is significant. http://www.paper-
dragon.com/1939/priceguide.html

359 See https://bycommonconsent.com/2012/03/29/mormon-temple-sealings/ or
https://www.lds.org/manual/presidents-of-the-church-teacher-manual-religion-345/wilford-woodruff-fourth-
president-of-the-church?lang=eng
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the 1930s, members could submitnames of their ancestors to the temple and unemployed members working

there would perform the ordinances for the members for a small fee360.

Startingin the 1950s and 1960s, members were encouraged to attend the temple regularly even after going
through the ceremony for themselves. Inorder to facilitatethis, the churchredoubled their efforts of collecting
the genealogical records of people from around the world. Names were processed and prepared for the temple so
that members couldarriveand perform the ceremonies without bringinga name of their own. Duringthis period,
the Utah Genealogy Society (an entity owned by the LDS church) traveled to Scandinaviaand photographed local
state church books (Lutheran) in Sweden and elsewhere. By the 1980s, this collection of microfichewas storedin

vaults outside of the church headquarters in Utah which were designed to withstand a nuclear blast.

The process of collectingand baptizingnames of randomindividuals cameunder scrutinyinthe press around 1990
when it was discovered that many people who had died duringthe Holocausthad been baptized into the Mormon
faithinsidetheir temples. Leadershipatthe time (Braugh) claimed that this had been done inerrorand that
Mormons had a strictpolicy to only baptize names of individuals whose directdescendants were members of the

Mormon faith. In 1995, the Mormon Church vowed to stop this practice.361

Recently, anonlinegroup started collecting names of individuals who did not want to be baptized into the
Mormon faith upon their death. There has been no indicationfromthe LDS church that they will honor these
wishes.362

EXALTATION

Brigham Young and other church leaders were very clear that thos e exalted (i.e. those who had lived righteously
and who were polygamous with temple sealings) would become Gods and rulers of their own worlds. This
teaching was taken from the temple ceremony, and as such probably originated with Joseph Smith. After about
1900, this was thought to applyto all sealedinthe temple, not justthose who were polygamist363,

All those who are counted worthy to be exalted and to become Gods, even the sons of God, will go forth
and have earths and worlds likethose who framed this and millions on millions of others.364

This was taught by other church leaders until atleastSpencer W. Kimball inthe 1970s. Inaddressing onegathering
he stated:
Brethren, 225,000 of you are here tonight. | suppose 225,000 of you may become gods.There seems to
be plenty of spaceout there inthe universe. And the Lord has proved that he knows how to do it. | think
he could make, or probably have us help make, worlds for all of us, for every one of us 225,000.365

However, perhaps in part due to this being a theme inthe Broadway musical “Book of Mormon”, as of 2016 this
doctrineis nolonger inforce:

12. Do Latter-day Saints believe that they will “get their own planet”?

360 Fees paid women were lower than those paidto men.

361 http://www.jewishgen.org/InfoFiles/Idsagree.html and https://www.nytimes.com/1995/04/29/us/mormons-
to-end-holocaust-victim-baptism.html

362 http://www.donotbaptize.com/

363 In spite of these teachings, many members of the Q12 were sealed to dead women to ensure that they would
be polygamists inthenext lifeand thus worthy of the celestial kingdom. This continued into at leastthe 1920s.
364 Journal of Discourses17:143

365 'The Privilege of Holding the Priesthood', October 1975 General Conference Ensign, Oct 1975
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No. This idea is nottaught in Latter-day Saint scripture, nor is ita doctrine of the Church. This
misunderstanding stems from speculative comments unreflective of scriptural doctrine. Mormons believe
that we areall sons and daughters of God and that all of us have the potential to grow duringand after
this lifeto become like our Heavenly Father (see Romans 8:16-17). The Church does not and has never
purported to fully understand the specifics of Christ’s statement that “in my Father’s house are many

mansions” (John 14:2).3%6

TEMPLE STRUCTURES
Inthe early church for practical reasons, there was never more than one temple erected until lateinthe Utah

era3®7,

Inthe late1960s, the church considered a planfor a floatingtemple on a modified ocean liner, as well as making
anairplaneintoatemple3%®, Discussionsathigh levels within the church suggested adding temple-like structures

to stakecenters for facilitating ordinances.

Inthe mid-1990s, Hinkley introduced the concept of smaller temples to the church and the number of active
temples increased dramatically. Thechurch has focused on the increasing number of temples inthe 2010s as a
signthat the churchis progressingrather than conversionrates, which have been decreasing.

Year Active Temples

1980: 19
1990: 44
2000: 102
2010: 134

OTHER DOCTRINES

THE WORD OF WISDOM - THE MORMON HEALTH CODE

The Kirtland Temperance society started in 1831 prior to Joseph Smith arrivinginKirtland. In 1833 (one month
prior to the creation of the Word of Wisdom), this same society bought and destroyed the distilleryin Kirtland.3%°
Inthe 1830s,alcoholdrinkinginthe US had reached its peak with 7.1 gallons of alcohol being consumed per
person, per year of which 60% was hard liquour.37° This may have been one factor inthe number of temperance
societies which were activeinthe 1830s. The American temperance society had been founded in 1826 and by

1838 there were over 8000 local groups with 1.25 million members.371
The basic tenants taught in the Word of Wisdom were known at the time.372 These included:

e Avoidingsignificantamounts of meat, especiallyinthesummer time

366 http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/frequently-asked-questions retrieved Dec 23, 2016.

367 1884 — Logan became the 2" temple inoperation after the St. George temple. Note: There had been an
endowment house and other facilities in operation earlier,and there may have been two or more endowment
houses in operation atthe sametime.

368 See https://youtu.be/51210cE1Vmg?t=13m20s

369 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705382519/Whats-missing-in-the-Word-of-Wisdom.html?pg=all

370 http://www.li.suu.edu/library/circulation/Ostrowsky/soc4700moAlcoholConsumptionFall09.pdf

371 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperance_movement

372 pAs published in MEANS OF PRESERVING HEALTH, AND PREVENTING DISEASES, Dr. Shadrach Ricketson, Printed
by Collins, Perkins,and Co, New York, 1806. See http://www.mormonthink.com/wow.htm
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e Not drinkingwine or hard liquor (distilled liquor)
e Not drinking hot drinks (coffee, tea, hot soups, and hot chocolate, etc)

e Not usingtobacco except for medicinal uses onsickanimals
The following were allowed or encouraged inthe Word Of Wisdom:

e Mildbarleydrinks (beer)
e Fruits and vegetables inseason
e The use of medicinal herbs

e Useof wineinconjunction with sacraments (the Eucharistand wedding ceremonies).

The Word of Wisdomwas meant to encourage temperance3’3 and not prohibition. Enforcement of the word of
wisdom has varied significantly. Whenit was firstintroduced, it was given as a commandment. This was quickly
changed to a recommendation for the saints. However, many members disregardeditentirely. Thisincluded
Joseph Smith who drank wine on many occasionsincludingthe night before he was killed. Emma Smith would also
offer visitors (and Joseph) tea. Several events where Joseph Smith and early church leaders disobeyed the Word of
Wisdom by smoking or drinking havebeen removed from recent editions of the History of the Church374,

When crossing the plains, coffeeand liquor were kept inthe larders.37> Oncein Utah, Mormons were taught that

the word of wisdom included a prohibition on all hotdrinks including hotchocolateand hot soups.

We aretold, and very plainly too, that hot drinks —tea, coffee, chocolate, cocoa and all drinks of this kind
are not good for man. We are alsotold that alcoholic drinks arenotgood, and that tobacco when either
smoked or chewed is anevil.We are told that swine's flesh is not good, and that we should dispense with
it; and we aretold that flesh of any kind is not suitable to man in the summer time, and ought to be
eaten sparingly in the winter. The question arises in the minds of a great many people, “What then are
we to eatifwe dropswine's fleshand eat very little beef or mutton, and cannot drink tea or coffee, why,
dear me, we shallstarvetodeath.” Inconversation with one of the brethren the other day, he remarked
“the diet of the poor is principally bread and meat, andifthey dispensewith meat, they will be reduced to
very hard fare.” | reasoned with him on the subject, and before we had got through, | believe | convinced
him that other articles of food could be raised more cheaply andin greater variety than the flesh of
animals.376

...we must feed our children properly.... We must not permit them to drinkliquor or hot drinks, or hot

soups or to use tobacco or other articles thatareinjurious.377

The Word of Wisdomwas taught in Utah - especially after 1867 -and largely followed. The emphasis appears to
have been primarily based on economicinterest: a need to keep hard currency in Utah.378 Abstinence from pork

373 j.e. small quantities of alcohol were okay, but getting becoming inebriated was not.

374 Changing World of Mormonism, Tanner, pg 471.

375 Trail larders were well supplied, consisting of staples likeflour, bacon, sugar, tea, coffee, beans, dried fruits,
canned goods, salt, dried meats, vinegar, cheese, pickles, oatmeal, molasses, bran meal, eggs, butter, wine,
whiskey, and other alcoholic beverages. http://www.mormontrails.org/Trails/Summary/trailful.htm

376 http://jod.mrm.org/12/221

377 JD. V.12:221&223. Apostle George Q. Cannon 7 Apr 1868.

378 See Arrington, Leonard J. (1959) "An Economic Interpretation of “The Word of Wisdom”," BYU Studies
Quarterly: Vol. 1 : Iss.1, Article5:
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1004&context=byusqg
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was strongly encouraged between about 1868 and the early 1900s37°. In 1870, Brigham Young suggested that

tobacco was for cattle and lobelia for human consumption.

For a time, the prohibition of meat appears to be more important to church leaders than refraining frommild
drinks (beer)38°, This was especiallythecasefor Lorenzo Snow, who stated in 1895:

Unless famine or extreme coldis upon us we should refrain from the use of meat.

Temperance movements started gainingwidespread supportaround 1910 and by 1920 the prohibition
amendment was passed. The word of wisdom was made a requirement for admission to the temple around
1919381, Clarity was added in the bishop’s handbook between 1928 and 1933 further definingthe Word of
Wisdomas a requirement for temple attendance. In 1928, drunkenness and bootlegging were added to the listof
crimes which would requirea bishop’s court.382 The decade which sawthe greatest emphasis on the word of
Wisdomin general conference was the 1930s. Inrecent decades the subjectof addictionin general have achieved

greater emphasis.

379 Brigham Young, George C. Cannon, and George A. Smith made of series of comments in General Conference,
mostlyin 1868, indicatingthat“swine’s flesh” was not to be eaten. One example: "If the people were willingto
receive the true knowledge from heaven inregardto their diet they would ceaseeating swine's flesh. | know this
as well as Moses knew it, and without putting itina code of commandments." Journal of Discourses 12:54-55.
George A. Smith alsostatedin 1868: “For some reason God, by special law, prohibited its useto the children of
Israel;anditcertainly seems desirablethat we should also discontinue its use, as within the pastfew yearsinsome
countries where a great amount of pork has been consumed the people have been afflicted with a kind of
pestilence-- a diseasewhichis consideredincurable. Itis therefore wise and prudent for us to adopt plans to
procure supplies fromother sources.”

380 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V14NO3 80.pdf “In 1901, John
Henry Smith and Brigham Young Jr., both of the 12 thought that the church should not interdicton beer, or atleast
good Danish beer.”

381 possibly 1921. Somesources vary, though flagrantviolators may have been denied as earlyas 1902. Winewas
eliminated from the sacramentby the Quorum of the 12 in 1906. See
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Word_of Wisdom/History and_implementation

382 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V14N03_ 80.pdf Dialogue, pg 82.
Thomas G. Alexander, professor of History, BYU.
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MANS LAWS VS. GODS LAWS
Joseph Smith and other early churchleaders believed and taught that itwas more important to obey Gods Laws

than the laws of the land. Later leaders continued these teachings through at leastabout1890.

When the government conflicts with heaven, we will beranged under the banner of heaven and against
the Government.... | defy the United States. | will obey God.383

Prophet John Taylor,January 6, 1880

Any man who says that he really and firmly believes a certain law of God bindingon him, and who will not
obey itin preference to a conflictinglaw of man or a decision of a court, has either an unsound mindor a

cowardlysoul,oris a most contemptible hypocrite.384

383 prophet John Taylor, Salt Lake Tribune, January 6, 1880, quoted in Samuel W. Taylor, Rocky Mountain Empire,
1978, p. 29 see: http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/unitedstates.htm

384 Quoting the prophet, Deseret News, July 6th, 1886. See
http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/polygamy.htm
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Smith was arrested on several occasions, though rarely convicted. In
many cases, he fled custody and was never tried. Earlycharges
related to his use of a seer stone (or peep stone) whichwas illegalin
New York (because itwas a known tool of con-artists). Later charges
were related to the illegal Bankset-upinKirtland. Various conspiracy
charges continued in the Missouri and Nauvoo periods (1838-1844)
andlateinlife, he was arrested on fornication and adultery charges
(for his various affairs which the church would later term the law of

plural marriage).38>

JOHN TAYLOR. GEORGE Q. CANNON.

To be Paid for the Arrest of John Taylor

BrighamYoung was arrested inthe fall of 1871 on charges of a1 Qooyge G Bannon.

"lascivious cohabitation" and released on a bail of $5000.38¢ John The aiove Reward will be paid for the delivery o me, or
Taylor was in hidingthe lasttwo years of his lifetoavoid arreston .""’A‘ TAYL ""’
charges related to his polygamy. Wilford Woodruff was alsoin hiding President of the Mormon Charch, and

inthe late 1880s to avoid arrest on polygamy charges.387 Lorenzo (1'4'01‘2‘(' Q. [ { '«mmn,

His Counselor; or

Snow was arrested and jailed for unlawful cohabitation between - ;
$500 will be paid for Cannon alone, and

_ 388
1885718867 ~ 8300 for Taylor.
. . . . . . . . . All Conleronces or Letters kept strictly secret.
Joseph F. Smith continued to live with his polygamistwives until his S. H. GILSON,
death. He was arrested for unlawful cohabitation in 1906.38% Heber J. 22 and 23 Wasolch Building, Salt Lake City.

Grant had 3 wives, and was arrested for unlawful cohabitation in 1899 after one of his plural wives had a child. He
paid a fee of $100 after pleadingguilty.

Since 1945, there have not been prominent cases where LDS prophets have been charged with breaking US law.
Gordon Hinckley may have committed perjuryinthe investigation of the Hoffman affair inthe mid-1980s, though
he was never put on trial for this offence. Modern church leaders havebeen requested to testify inseveral court

cases, though church lawyers have thus far been successful in keeping them from testifying.

FASTING AND WELFARE
Modern Mormons fastby abstaining fromfood and water for a 24 hour period (or 2 meals) once a month on a
prescribed day (usually thefirstSunday of the month). The fastis officially broken by when participants partake of

the sacramentin their Sunday meeting.39°

Beginning inKirtland in the 1830s, fast meetings were held on Thursday afternoons. In 1896, these meetings were
moved to Sunday, due to the difficulty of workingall day onan empty stomach.3°! Originally, members gave food
to their bishops, equivalentto that which they would have otherwise eaten for distribution to the poor. This was
changed to monetary donations inthe late 1800s. During much of the 20t century, Deacons and Teachers

385 Gaa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph _Smith_and_the_criminal justice system#in_New York .281817.E2.80.9330
.29

386 http://hickmanmuseum.homestead.com/gasmith.html

387 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilford Woodruff

388 Snow and other polygamists were pardoned in 1894 by U.S. President Grover Cleveland. See:
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=70911

389 https://xbishopscorner.wordpress.com/2014/12/27/plural-marriage-and-the-arrest-of-joseph-f-smith/

390 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Fast and_Testimony Meeting

391 |bid; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fast_offering
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collected fast offerings while visiting members’ homes. Whilestill practicedinsomeareas (especially those with
concentrated LDS populations)3?2, mostdonations are now made electronically or via check and passedto the local
leadership on Sundays.

Fastofferings as a concept was firstintroduced in Mormonism around 1837 by Joseph Smith inthe Kirtland area. 393
In 1845, the principlewas reinstated by the Quorum of the 12. However, itappears that fasting with the
associated offerings was often reactiverather than proactive. Fastingand the offerings were reinstitutedin 1855 -
1856 inresponse to famine.3°4 The church welfare program which handles distribution of welfare needs was
established and expanded significantly during thegreat depression. Itwas establishedin 1936 with the first

cannery becoming operational in 1939.395
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396

Generous fastofferings are encouraged, where members are to give more money than that saved by the fast if
they are able.3°” However, ingeneral fastofferings arenot considered to be as importanta commandment as
tithingand questions regarding fast offerings arenot included on the temple recommend interview. In 2012 the
donationslips werechanged ina way that allows the church to legally re-purposeany donations itreceives. This,
alongwith the lack of financial reporting by the LDS church makes itdifficultorimpossibletoaccurately determine

how much is donated or spent on welfare related projects.

HEAVEN AND HELL
The Mormon afterlife consists of a variety of kingdoms rather than the binary heaven and hell taught by many
religions. Thesewere firstoutlinedin 183239,

392 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/aaronic-
priesthood/8.5?lang=eng& r=1#85

393 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Fast_Offerings

394 |bid.

395 https://www.lds.org/church/news/a-look-back-at-the-church-welfare-plan?lang=eng

396 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/US_Unemployment_1910-1960.gif
397 See Improvement Era, Dec. 1902, p. 148, Conference Report, Apr. 1974, p. 184

398 See D&C section 76 for a more full discussion of the kingdoms and doctrine.
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There are two places for spirits to waitfor judgement (paradiseandspiritprison). After judgment, they are

assignedtoone of 3 kingdoms. The Kingdoms are described as follows:

1) Celestial Kingdom32°
2) The Telestial Kingdom

3) The Terrestrial Kingdom?40°

Inaddition to these 3 kingdoms, there is a placecalled ‘outer darkness’ whichis reserved for the Devil, his

angles4%1, and those who leave the Mormon faith402,
The Mormon Heaven (celestial kingdom)is further divided into 3 parts:

1) The highest degree where one canbecome likegod493
2) A middledegree for those who arenot married.

3) A lower degree forthose who die before the age of accountability (age 8)404.

Members are taught thatitis their goal to be inthe highestsub-kingdom so that they can become like God*%5. The
two other sub-kingdoms within the celestial kingdomareinferior and not widely discussed.

There is substantial evidence*® that many (most?) of these teachings were borrowed from Emanuel Swedenborg
and that Joseph Smith likely came into contact with these philosophies priorto 1828. CraigMiller points out 19
similarities between “uniquely Mormon Doctrines” and teachings of Swedenborg in is mostpopular work, “Heaven
and Hell”.#07

Some of the more interesting parallels include:

1) Three levels of heaven

2) Three heavens or partitions inthe celestial kingdom.

3) Priesthoodrobes areworn in heavenly marriage ceremonies

4) You mustbe marriedinheaven to inheritthe highest heaven

5) The world of spiritsis a place of preparation for either heaven or perdition

399 The highest kingdom where god reigns.

400 The lowest kingdom where the Holy Ghost reigns (when he gets a glorified body and ceases to be a personage
of spirit)

401 The Devil’s angels arethose who followed him duringthe pre-existence, aka before people were born when
there was a ‘war in heaven’ between Jesus and his followers and Satan and those that followed him.

402 1t js taught that only those who have had a witness of the spiritand then denied the Holy Ghost go to this
eternal damnation. In practice, this usually refers to apostate members.

403 The concept of become a God is in many writings, though Mormons are quick to point out that God will always
be our God, even after one becomes a God (equal to him in power).

404 1t js taught that children who die before the age of 8 will beraised by their parents to adulthood during the
millennium. Ifthis were true, itis unclearifthis partofthe celestial kingdomwould be inhabited.

405 Spencer Kimball specifically taughtthat people who were not married would not be happyinthis 2" part of the
celestial kingdom. See: https://www.lds.org/ensign/1979/10/the-importance-of-celestial-marriage?lang=eng
“Some might say, ‘Well,I’d be satisfied to justbecome an angel,” but you would not. One never would be satisfied
justto be a ministeringangel to waitupon other people when he could be the king himself.”

406 Detailed arguments are found in books by Quinnand Bushman.

407 Did Emanuel Swedenborg Influence LDS Doctrine? CraigMiller.

http://craigwmiller.tripod.com/interest.htm# ftn28
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6) The 3 kingdoms are likethe sun, moon, stars

7) The churchthat Christestablished has passed fromthe Earth (aka apostasy, need for restoration)
Joseph Smith admitted to being familiar with Swedenberg’s work on at leastone occasion.*%8

Joseph Smith did modify some of these beliefs to make them uniquely Mormon. This includes the need to enter
into a polygamistrelationship to enter the highest degree in the Celestial Kingdom#°. In Swedenborg’s work,
polygamists were confined to lower kingdoms. Italsoappears thatJoseph coined the term “Telestial”.

THE 2NP COMING
Like many churches at the time, the early Mormon movement believed in animminent second coming*1°, Such a
beliefis often useful ingaining converts. The concept of impending destructionis referenced inthe LDS cannonin

their 1830 foundingrevelation:

..the voice of the Lord is unto the ends of the earth, that all thatwill hear may hear: Prepare ye, prepare
ye for that which is to come, for the Lord is nigh; and the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is
bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon the inhabitants of the earth; and the arm of the Lord shall be
revealed; and the day cometh, that they who will nothear the voiceof the Lord, neither the voiceof his
servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophet, and apostles, shall be cut off from among the
people: For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant, they
seek not the Lord to establish hisrighteousness, butevery man walketh in his own way, and after the
image of his own god, whose image is inthe likeness of the world, and whose substance is that of an idol,

which waxeth old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the great, which shall fall:

Wherefore | the Lord, knowing the calamity which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called
upon my servantJoseph...411

It appears thatin 1830 or 1831 both Oliver Cowdery and Sidney Rigdon were promisingthe 2"d comingno later
than 1833.

1830:

"He (Oliver Cowdery) proclaims destruction upon the world within a few years - holds forth that the
ordinances of the Gospel have not been regularly administered sincethe days of the Apostles... and many

other marvelous things too numerous to mention."412

408 1n 1939 Joseph Smith said, “Emanuel Swedenborg had a view of the world to come, but for daily food he
perished.” Hunter, WilliamE., Edward Hunter, Faithful Steward, 1970, pg 51. See
http://craigwmiller.tripod.com/interest.htm

409 Note: The kingdom doctrinewas introduced around 1832. The Polygamy as a requirement for the highest part
of heaven probably camearound 1842,and may have been an afterthought or justification for polygamy.

410 This view is commonly held by various non-believing and believing historians. See
https://voutu.be/EIPWELSSI7g?t=468 , https://youtu.be/Q4zGStQVX21?t=117 ,
https://voutu.be/LH144d4w6Dk?t=1707 (church historian)and https://youtu.be/Q4zGStQVX21?t=120 (church
historian).

411 Book of Commandments. Ch1 vs.3-4 (similarto D&C section 1 vs. 11-17).

412 painesville Ohio Telegraph, Tuesday November 16,1830 as recordedin A New Witness for Christin America
(Kirkham) page 434.
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In1831:

"Firstof November last, Oliver Cowdery...and three others arrived atthe villagewith the "New Bible," on
a mission to the notorious Sidney Rigdon, who resides in the adjoiningtown. Rigdon received them
graciously - took the book under advisement, and ina few days declaredit to be of 'heavenly origin.'

"Rigdon, with about twenty of his flock, were dipped immediately. They then proclaimed thatthere had
been no religioninthe world for 1500 years, --that no one had been authorized to preach and for that
period, --that Joe Smith had now received a commission from God for that purpose, and that all such as
did not submit to his authority would speedily be destroyed. The world (except the New Jerusalem)
would come to an end in two or three years. The state of New York would (probably) be sunk"4!3

In 1833, duringa large meteor shower, itappears that Smith thought he had seen a suresign of the imminent 2nd

coming. Inhisjournal herecorded:

November 13th nothing of note transpired from the 4th of November u[nltil this dayinthe morning at4
O’clock | was awoke by Brother Davis knockingat<my> door saying Brother Joseph come git <up> and see
the signs inthe heavens and | aroseand beheld to my great Joy the stars fall from heaven yea they fell
like hail stones a literal fulfillment of the word of God as recorded in the holy scriptures and a sure sign
that the coming of Christ is clost at hand. Oh how marvelous are thy works Oh Lord and | thank thee for
thy me[r]cy unto me thy servantOh Lord save me inthy kingdom for Christsake Amen 41* [some spelling
and grammar corrected/modernized]

In 1835, Smith prophesied that members should be ordained to the ministryand “...go forth to prune the vineyard
for the lasttime, or the coming of the Lord, whichis nigh —even fifty-six years should wind up the scene.”415
Several of the firstapostles in 1835416 were blessed to liveuntil Christreturned*!’. Another 1836 blessingtold
Lorenzo Barnes that he would remain until the coming of the Son of man and see the windingup scene.*'8 Parley

413 palmyra Reflector, Feb 14, 1831 as quoted in A New Witness for Christ, page 440.

414 "Journal, 1832-1834," p. 19, The Joseph Smith Papers, accessed October 31, 2019,
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/journal-1832-1834/20

415 The quote above is from a special meeting held in Kirtland on February 14, 1835. History of the Church, Volume
2, pg 182. This corresponds to the year 1891.

416 As Quinn points out, Joseph called 12 apostles in 1830 to preach, but then reorganized the Q12 in 1835. This
second organizationis theone recognized by the modern movement. In the early churchthey were incharge of
missionary efforts and the church wherever a stake was not established.

417 On February 14, 1835, the same day that Joseph gave the prediction regardingthe “windingup of the scene”,
the twelve apostles were chosen and some of them received a blessing. Heber C. Kimball was blessed “that he may
stand unto the comingof our Lord, and receive a crown inthe Kingdom of our Lord; that he be made acquainted
with the day when Christshallcome”. The followingday, blessings weregiven to some other apostles.The
blessing for Orson Hyde stated that “he shall stand on the earth and bring souls till Christcomes”. William E.
McLellin was blessed that “his days may be prolonged until the comingof the Son of Man,”
(https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/blessing-to-william-e-mclellin-15-february-1835/1) John F.
Boynton was told “thou shaltseethe faceof thy Redeemer inthe flesh,” and William Smith was blessed to “remain
on the earth, until Christshallcometo take vengeance on the wicked” Millennial Star Vol 15, pp 206-207.
https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/collection/MStar/id/6776

418 “Thou shaltremane untill the coming of the Son of man in the clowds of heaven y[e]a thou shaltsee the
winding up seen of all things & stand with the hundred forty & four thousand on Mount Zion.” "Blessingto
Lorenzo Barnes, 3 January 1836," p. [52], The Joseph Smith Papers, accessed October 31, 2019,
https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/blessing-to-lorenzo-barnes-3-january-1836/6
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P. Pratt was also convinced thatthe second coming was imminent*1®. David Whitmer later recalled that “the
second great work should commence when nearlyall thewitnesses to the firstplates had passed away.” This
second great work would occur after “A civil war more bloody and cruel than the rebellion...a smashingup of this

nation” and would involve “the translation of the sealed plates.”42°

On April 61,1843, some church members pressed the prophet to know when the 2" coming would occur. This
may have been in responseto earlier messages aboutthe 2" coming or the increasing popularity of the Millarites

who believed that the 2" coming would occurin 1844.421 Smith said thata voicetold himthe following:

‘My son,if you livestuntil you arteighty-five years of age, thou shaltsee the face of the Son of Man.” | was
left to draw my own conclusions concerningthis;and | took the liberty to concludethatif | didliveto that
time, He would make His appearance. But | do not say whether He will makehis appearanceor|shall go

where He is.
... There arethose of the rising generation who shall nottaste death till Christ comes. 422

... | prophecy inthe name of the Lord God -& let it be written: thatthe Son of Man will not come in the

heavens till Iam 85 years old 48 years hence or about 1890...423

In 1890 there was a widespread beliefthat the prediction of 1835 (and 1843) would be fulfilled.*?* Inaddition to
these various revelations,a number of early church members received patriarchal blessings promising them that
they would liveto see Christs 2" coming. This may have been a turbulent time for the members, as new
polygamistmarriages were forbidden in the same year that members had been expecting Christto come and reign

(and to reinstitute polygamy).

Brigham Young prophesied that the saints would be separated from the wicked (with the people of Enoch?) within
120 or 125 years of 1857 (i.e. by 1982).42>

In 1916, Talmage predicted the gathering of the losttribes (an event associated with the second coming) as

follows:

“The ten tribes shall come;they are not lostunto the Lord; they shall be brought forth as hath been
predicted; and | say unto you there are those now living—aye, some here present—who shall live to

419 As described by Terryl Givens here: https://voutu.be/SprRralyrnk?t=1538

420 Interview with David Whitmer by Dr. Poulson. Deseret News 1878.08.21.
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=2650899&g=whitmer&sort=rel&year_start=18788&year_end=1878&fa
cet_paper=%22Deseret+News %22

421 After the Great Disappointment, this group went on to become whatis currently known as the 7t Day Adventist
church. See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great Disappointment

422 History of the Church, Vol 5, p 336.

423 Joseph Smith’s diary, March 10 1843-July 14, 1843 under the date April 6,1843.

424 Kalus J. Hansen, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Autumn 1966, pg 76.

425 “0On 8 March (1857), Woodruff attended a meeting during which Young alluded to the city of Enoch and its
inhabitants, which Mormons believe was physically removed from the earth because of ri ghteousness.Young
suggested that within 125 years the Saints along with the portion of the earth they occupied would be separated
from the wicked.” Establishing Zion by Eugene Campbell, pg 194. The originaljournalstates:“...this people area
good people & they are advancingfaster thananyother pesple-that ever liveditwould not be 120 years instead of
365 before thispeople would with a portion of the Earth which they occupy be separated from the wicked. The
Lord will bless this peopleifyou will doas well...”



https://youtu.be/SprRraIyrnk?t=1538
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=2650899&q=whitmer&sort=rel&year_start=1878&year_end=1878&facet_paper=%22Deseret+News%22
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/details?id=2650899&q=whitmer&sort=rel&year_start=1878&year_end=1878&facet_paper=%22Deseret+News%22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Disappointment

read the records of the Lost Tribes of Israel, which shall be made one with the record of the Jews, or the

Holy Bible, and the record of the Nephites, or the Book of Mormon, even as the Lord hath predicted”42°

Inthe earlychurch,about 7% of all blessings (atleast57) have promises thatthe recipientwill liveto see the
second coming*?’. However, after 1900, the number drops to about 2%. Inthe 1970s there were anecdotal urban
legends of individuals who had been promised intheir patriarchal blessings thatthey would liveto see the second

coming. Perhapsinresponseto these blessings, patriarchsareadmonishedin their handbook from the year 2000:

A patriarch should pronounceonly those promises that are prompted by the Spirit. He should avoid
sensational or extravagantpromises. For example, he should not make references to world calamities or
the timing of the Second Coming.428

Predictions of the 2"d coming associated with the year 2000 are often based on interpretations of the 7 seals inthe
book of Revelation. It appears that some Mormons inthe 19705429 and the period between the 1990s-2000s may

have believed that this event was imminent.

Accordingto some sociologists, when movements are facingcrisisor duringtheir genesis, they tend to focus on
the second coming or another apocalyptic event. An increasein mentions of the second cominginthe late 2010s
could be a reflection of uncertainty associated with the rapid changein policy and organization instituted by Russel
Nelson, the movement’s leader. Regardless of this recent uptick, the general belief within the movement of an
imminent second coming and emphasis on 1000 year periods (or millenniums) has decreased significantly sinceits
founding. Currently onlyabout 20% of members think that the second coming will happeninthe next 50 years
and roughly 50% of members give the 2"d coming a probability of occurrence of greater than 50% sometime inthe

future.430

426 Conference Report, Oct. 1916, p. 76. See: https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/old-testament-
student-manual-kings-malachi/enrichment-d?lang=eng

427 https://www.reddit.com/r/mormon/comments/6rctgu/if your_patriarchal _blessing_indicates_you_wil I/

428 This handbook was leaked in 2016, but was removed from public access by request of the legal department of
the LDS church. As such, itis no longer publically available. This instruction may have been printed in earlier
publicationsas 2"dcoming prophecies arerareafter about 1980.

429 Spencer Kimball (prophet)in 1976: “As we near the year 2,000, our message is the same as that which Peter
gave. And further, that which the Lord himself gave ‘unto the ends of the earth, that all thatwill hear may hear:
‘Prepare ye, prepare ye for that whichis to come, for the Lord is nigh.”
https://www.lds.org/study/ensign/1976/06/the-false-gods-we-worship?lang=eng

430 Statistics by Ryan Cragun, sociologist. See https://voutu.be/4tKB90OUho Y?t=570
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DOCTRINES UNIQUE TO MORMONISM
While most doctrines found in Mormonism existin some forminatleastone other religion, there are a few which

seem to be unique. These include:

o 8 yrsas the age of accountability. Accordingto this doctrine, anythingwhich you do prior to the day of
your eighth birthday whichis wrongis notasinbecauseyou’re not accountable. Ifyou dieprior to this
age, you get a directticket to heaven (the Celestial Kingdom). Everything which you do after age 8 which
iswrongisasin. This doctrinedoes not take intoaccountthe differences inintellectual abilityand
intelligence of children except in extreme cases of mental retardation,in which casethe personis
considered to be under the “8 year old threshold” for their entire life.432

e Becoming a God inthe future and havingeternal increase. Accordingto this doctrine, men can become
like God and literally become the Gods to their future spiritchildren. This process repeats itselfas an
eternal cycle.

e Garden of Eden in the US. This doctrine places the Garden of Eden (and all subsequentevents inthe Old
Testament up to the flood)inJackson County Missouri. As partof this doctrine, the continents were split
apartduringthe great flood and America was uninhabited after the flood until it was first peopled by the
Jaradites and later the Nephites and Lamanites.*33 There are indicationsthatatleastparts of this doctrine
have been deemphasized since about 2006434,

431 General Conference mentions of specific terms,some smoothing applied. Graphics Source: https://search-mo-
db.herokuapp.com/

432 Children can be baptized and officially join the church atage 8, but cannot leave without parental approval prior
to age 18.

433 https://www.lds.org/study/ensign/1976/06/a-promised-land?lang=eng

434 https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/approaching-mormon-doctrine “...the preciselocation of the
Garden of Eden is farless importantthan doctrineabout Jesus Christand His atoningsacrifice.”
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e Jesus will come to Zion (Jackson County Missouri) for his second coming. The Saints will migrateto
Jackson County in preparation of his return3>, This will happen sometime inthe near future because we
arelivinginthe “Latter-days”.

e  Baptism of the earth. Accordingto this doctrine, the earth required baptismas partofits process to
becoming perfect and receivingits paradisiacalglory. This occurred duringthe great flood of Noah when
it was immersed with water.43¢ Whilemany Christiansviewthe flood as symbolically pointing towards
baptism, the extent and nature of the LDS interpretation is unique*3’.

o Jesus suffered and performed the atonement for all of God’s various planets. Accordingto this teaching,
God has many worlds, but there is only one Jesus who suffered for everyone’s sins on this planet. People
on other planets will learn aboutJesus through their prophets.438 It is further believed that we (aka
people of planetearth) are the wickedest planet and the Jews are the wickedest people - the only ones
who would crucify their savior.

o Near deification of the family. Whileall religions havedoctrines related to the family, the Mormon
concept which extends the family to both the premortal and post-mortal lives is likely uniqueinits

emphasis onfamilial bonds.*3°

DOCTRINES AND PROPHECIES ABOUT OTHER PARTS OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM

Mormons have a number of doctrines that arenot widely known, but atleastatsome pointin their history met
the definition of doctrine. They arelisted here as a curiosity, even though they arenot discussed by the modern
church and many members would not be familiarwith or believe inthese doctrines.

1) Joseph Smith Jr. and Senior both are said to have taught that the moon was peopled, that they dressed
very much likeQuakers, and that the gospel would be preached to them by people livinginthe 19th
century#40,

2) Joseph Fielding Smith prophesiedin 1958 that men would never go to the moon or into outer space.*4!

3) BrighamYoung taught that people liveonthe moon and the sun.#42

4) Joseph Smith (and possibly Brigham Young) taught that the losttribes had gone to the North Poleand had
spun off into outer space. They would return to the earth when the earth reels to and fro prior to the 24
coming.443

5) Joseph Smith taught on at leastone occasion thatthe city of Enoch was taken from the Gulf of Mexico*44.

435 See for example Journal of Discourses Vol 24 pp 150-157 (Joseph F. Smith, 1882). https://jod.mrm.org/24/150
436 https://www.lds.org/scriptures/gs/flood-at-noahs-time

437 https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/let-us-reason-together/was-noah-s-flood-baptism-earth

438 https://www.lds.org/study/ensign/1976/04/i-have-a-question/is-jesus-the-creator-and-redeemer-of-other-
worlds-besides-this-one?lang=eng

439 https://youtu.be/EIPWELSSI7g?t=630

440 http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/moonsun.htm

441 D, Michael Quinn, Elder statesman: A Biography of J. Reuben Clark (SaltLake City, Utah: Signature Books, 2002)
p. 498. See also: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Fielding_Smith

442 prophet Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses,v.13,p. 271

443 See various quotes on http://www.mormonthink.com/QUOTES/losttribes.htm

444 From a 2"@hand account: “Joseph Smith said.. . inthe hearingof some of the saints still surviving, thatthe City
of Enoch would againtakeits placeintheidentical spotfrom whichit had been detached, now forming that chasm
of the earth, filled with water, called the Gulf of Mexico” See https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/book-mormon-fourth-
nephi-through-moroni-zion-destruction/17-zion-zion-zion-keys
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OBSOLETE ORDINANCES

The following practices and ordinances areno longer practiced within Mormonism#45:

1) The washingof feet outside of temples

2) Rebaptism (to show commitment, for remission ofsins, or prior to entering the temple).
3) Baptismfor the restoration of health*46

4) Use of a home alter for prayers

5) Blessingofthe sickand prior to child-birth by women*4?

6) Speakingintongues, especially Adamic.448
New ordinances added recently include:

1) Dedication of graves (1976)

MORMON HISTORY

REWRITING HISTORY

Historical events are sometimes reinterpreted or changed in order to create a cohesive, faith-promoting narrative.
When this occurs, itoften follows certain patterns.

1. Need
Historical events are created or reinterpreted based on a need. This need is for the leadership toshow
that they aredivinely appointed or that a competitive individual or group does not have the backing of
God.

2. Timing
Mythical historical events**® aregenerally created or repurposed between 3 and 20 years after the actual
event occurred or was said to have occured.

3. Story
An event is created with its accompanyingstory. Thisis usually firsttold by a prominent leader within the
movement, sometimes ina prominent publication or large conference meeting (especially Generally
Conference).

4. Embellishment
Insome cases, the newly developed history will be “remembered” by other witnesses (present or not)
and additional details and testimonies of the event will beadded.

5. Conflict
Historiansresearchingthe events will often discover the actual historyand publish their findings. This
may leave members conflicted when the version which they are taught in church does not match the
historicalrecord. Insome cases, the church will deny the historically accurateversion of events in their
officialliteraturefor 100 years or more.

6. Dual Narrative and the Creation of ambiguity

445 https://youtu.be/Nc26a1nDiKQ?t=12m46s

446 This was practiced in Utah, but formally discontinued in about1922/1923.

447 Blessings by women were discouraged by about 1923, but may have continued during childbirthinto the
1940s(?)

448 Glossolaliawas strongly discouraged no later than 1922. See Mormonism inTransition (lastchapter).
449 As used inthis context, ‘myth’ refers to something which exaggerated or changed to be ‘faith promoting
generally for the purposeof increasinggroup cohesion around a common religious premise.

’
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In some cases, the church may chooseto adopt a dual-narrative*>°. When the do, they acknowledge the
historically accurateversionas beingat least partially correct, whilealso maintainingtha ttheir fabricated
version has validity. The dual narrative may take the followingform: “We have a few precious insights
into this event”. In (year), (church leader taught) (historical verison 1). Another witness noted this verson
of events (i.e. historical version 2). Both were satisfied that (historical event) was inspired/caused by God.

An essential element of the dual narrative phaseis to maintain ambiguity. Churchleaders may use
phrases such as, “The details of the event may be considered less important than the divinity of the
material produced or the way in which God interacts with ‘his people’.” For example, “we may not know
all of the details abouthow the creation took place” or “we have very littleinsightinto the actual process
that Joseph used when translatingthe plates”. This dual-narrative phase, where both historical version
are maintained as havingvalidity may lastfor a generation (40 years)or longer. Often the more faith-
promoting doctrine is taught to younger members or investigators and the more historically correct
versionis reserved for individuals who are highly invested in the movement.

7. “We have always maintained” (historical version 2).
Insome cases, there is an attempt to completely eliminatea version of history previously taught.
Previous versionareno longer repeated and when questions areasked, the answer generally states that
those who taught these former histories “did not have the full lightand knowledge that we have today”.

JOURNALS AND ARTIFACTS

The Mormon Church actively collects and preserves journalsand artifacts associated with early church leaders.

The bulk of these are located in the followinglocations:

1) The LDS Church History Department and Historical Archives
Located adjacentto Temple Square. This building has morethan 270,000 books and 150,000 journals?51,
2) BYU library/archives
3) The FirstPresidency’s Vault
4) Other vaults (quorumof the 12, SaltLake Temple, etc)

The firsttwo areaccessibleby historiansand the public.#>2 The latter two remain generallyinaccessible. A partial
listofwhatis likely containedin the First Presidency’s vaultis availableonline.#>3 1n 2010, many historical artifacts

from the firstpresidency’s vault were given to the history department.*>*

Wilford Wood had a collected many early artifacts between 1918 and 1960. He also helped the LDS churchto
purchasea number of properties. In 1958 he published copies of the 1830 version of the Book of Mormon and the
1833 Book of Commandments under the title “Joseph Smith Begins His Work”. Also contained in his collectionis

450 A good example of a dual narrativethatis activetodayis with polygamy. This is still an officially doctrineand
per early quotes necessary for salvation, butitis currently completely forbidden, with those who practicethis
doctrine being excommunicated from the church.

451 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church History Library

452 Between about 1986 and 1992 the Historical Archives were closed to researchers who did not signaway a right
of review for all material which they published prior to publication. See:
https://youtu.be/fG4ZHIWAMCI?t=53m15s

453 https://exploringmormonism.com/our-own-peek-into-the-first-presidency-vault/

454 Elder Snow, interview on Gospel Tangents https://voutu.be/fAnZmg-zUmU?t=288
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one of Smith’s original seer stones and his Jupiter Talisman. The museum housing his collectionin Bountiful Utah

is arguably the most important private collection within Mormonism.

TYPES OF CHURCH HISTORIES

Most literature written about the Mormon church falls broadly into the following categories:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Correlated History: Thisis whatyou get at LDS church services and through their officialmanualsand
publications. Sincethe 1960s, the Correlation Department and Doctrine Committee have reviewed all
publications to make sure that the material presents teachings as currently taught and presents historyin
the best possiblelight. Itselects details thatare “faithful” and “faith promoting” and may or may not be
accurate. Details which do not lead one to the desired conclusionsare often omitted. For example, one
may be told the story of a girl hidingin the corn fields with pages of the early D&C4>> and stayingup all
night readingthe Book of Mormon#°®, However, you will notbe told that the same girl was later asked by
Joseph Smith to be a polygamistwife even though she was already married to someone elseat the

time*>7.
As Dallan H.Oaks explained:

Balanceis tellingboth sides. This is not the mission of official Church literature or avowedly anti-

Mormon literature. Neither has anyresponsibility to present both sides.458

Apologist*3® History: Thisis historythatis bentina way to make it seem possiblethatthe churchcould
be true in spite of damningevidence to the contrary. The mainsources of this are FARMS, Fair Mormon,
and a host of Mormon apologiststhatchange with each generation. Hugh Nibley is perhaps the most
famous LDS apologistand was most active between aboutthe 1960s-1990s.

“Anti-Mormon” Histories: Some Christian churches (particularly Evangelical and Baptist) produce
histories about Mormonismto dissuade people from joiningthis “non-Christian” religion. Some of these
are alsowritten with the purpose of “converting Mormons to Christianity”. They typically cherry-pick
historical events and to make the church seem unreasonable, corrupt,and non-Christian (i.e. not founded
on the New Testament). The actual events and quotes are often accurate, but may be presented ina way
that makes the LDS church seem non-credible. A good example of this type of literatureis “The Changing
World of Mormonism” by the Tanners.

Modern Histories written by Mormon and non-Mormon authors. Beginning perhaps with Faun Brodie
and certainly after the 1960s, we get what Mormons liketo refer to as “warts and all” histories by both
Mormon and non-Mormon authors. These were championed by Arrington and others. Depending on the
author, they may have a proor anti-mormon bias, but they are generally basedinfactand arewell
researched and referenced.

Of these types of history, Boyd K. Packer stated:

455 https://www.lds.org/liahona/1990/03/caroline-and-mary-elizabeth-rollins?lang=eng

456 https://www.lds.org/ensign/2016/11/saturday-afternoon-session/look-to-the-book-look-to-the-lord?lang=eng

457 http://www.wivesofjosephsmith.org/09-MaryRollinsLightner.htm

458 1985 CES symposiumtalk by Dallan H.Oaks. See
http://mormonexpositor.com/refmaterial/45/ReadingChurchHistory-Oaks-CES.pdf pg 18.

453 The word “apologist”is often misunderstood by members of the LDS churchwho are not academics. Itis not
derogatory; itis simply the technical term for what a member would call a “defender of the faith”.
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There is a temptation for the writer or the teacher of church history to want to tell everything
whether it is worthy or faith promoting or not.

Some things that are true are not very useful.

Historians seem to take great pride in publishing something new particularlyifitillustrates a
weakness or mistake of a prominent historical figure. For some reason historiansand novelists
seem to savor such things.460

5) Journals andother raw materials. With the Joseph Smith Papers project,raw materials from some early
church leaders arebecoming more accessible. These rawsources requirea lotof time to investigate, but

allowthe curious explorer to drawtheir own conclusions based on source materials.

THE FIRST HISTORY

As Mormonism begin to take form, itbegin to carefully writeand rewrite its historyand narrative. From the first
official church meeting in April 1830, Mormons believe that the Lord commanded them to keep arecord.*®? The
firstrevelations of God to this new church were publishedin 1833, but significantly altered before republicationin
1835. By 1835, concepts of the priesthood and the layingon of hands of ancient prophets to deliver the
priesthood to Oliver and Joseph had been inserted into the historical record and several chapters in the Doctrine
and Covenants were modified to accommodate this#2, The firsthistory of the church was started inthe 1830s and
completed in 1856493, |t was compiled by a number of authors who wrote events as ifthey had been recorded by
Joseph Smith.*6* Revelations and events were added, modified, or deleted in order to create a cohesiveand faith
promoting narrative. The assistantchurch historian atthe time was very upset by these modifications .

As Walter Benjamin once noted, “Historyis written by the victors”. Mormons may have believed that they were
championinga righteous cause,and as such if they were to be victorious they felt that they needed to control the
narrative of their history®i, In any case, from the beginning Mormon leaders have written, rewritten, and changed

both scriptural writings and their written historyin order to meet the perceived needs of their organization.

BH ROBERTS

B. H. Roberts was the assistantChurch Historianand anapostleinthe early 1900s. He edited and publishedan
updated History of the Church (7 volumes) dealing with the life of Joseph Smith, as well as The Comprehensive
History of the Church (6 volumes) whichis considered the most accurateand complete history written to that
time. Whilehavinga Mormon bias, itis nonetheless a well written and informativework. It was firstpublished as
weekly installments in the American Historical Magazine between 1909 and 1915 before being compiled, updated,
andrepublishedin 1930465,

460 The Mantle Is Far, Far Greater Than the Intellect, Boyd K. Packer,1983. See:
http://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2055&context=byusq

461 D&C section 21vs 1: Behold, there shall bea record kept among you...

462 http://www.2think.org/hundredsheep/boc/boc28.shtml see also https://redd.it/74j3qi

463 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of the Church_(Joseph Smith)

464 Dean C. Jessee, "The Writing of Joseph Smith's History", BYU Studies, 11 (Summer 1971) 439.

465 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comprehensive History of The Church_of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
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There have been some efforts from withinthe churchto present a more accuratehistory. In1922,B. H.
Roberts#%6, one of the presidents of the quorum of the 70s, gave a presentation to the firstpresidency, the 12
apostles, and the Seventy’s presidents about the textural and historical problems inthe Book of Mormon. He
recommended that these problems be researched and publicly discussed.#¢” This recommendation was not
followed. Accordingto Roberts, “Such a question as that may possiblyarisesome day, and if it does, it would be
greatly to the advantage of our future Defenders of the Faith, if they had in hand a thorough digest of the su bject
matter.”*%® His studies were first published more than 50 years after his passingin 1985 under the title “Studies of

the Book of Mormon”.

ARRINGTON 16 VOLUME HISTORY

A wealth of researchin order to obtain an accurate history of Mormonism has been done starting duringthe early
days of the church and continuingto the present day. The firstbook to question the narrative being developed by
the early church was Mormonism Unvailed*®® publishedin 1834. This book may have inspired the church to
compile(and alter)its own written history. In 1945, “No Man Knows My History” was yet another attempt to
understand the lifeand motivations of Joseph Smith479. This book served as the most influential and authoritative
on the subjectof Joseph Smith for many years.

Inthe 1970s, Leonard Arrington became the first historian to serve as the director of the LDS church’s history
department in more than 100 years. He transformed and opened the department making material availableto
researchers. This led to a renaissancein Mormon studies until he was replaced and controls were tightened in the
early 1980s*i, Many ambitious projects were begun duringthese years,includinga 16 volumechurch history. In
July of 1980 Arrington and his division wererenamed and moved to BYU. By Feb 1981 the project was canceled.*’!
Bushman states that duringthe review of his book on Joseph Smith by general authorities, they canceled the
series.?’2 His book was slated to be the 2" of the series to go to press.

Of these 16 volumes, it appears that roughly 8 of them were eventually published by various presses?73:

Originally planned volumes:

466 B H. Roberts was a polygamistwith 3 wives, one of which was taken after 1890. When elected to congress, he
was not seated due in partto a protest petition signed by 7 million citizens. https://www.lds.org/topics/the-
manifesto-and-the-end-of-plural-marriage?lang=eng#41

467 Jan 4,1922 - From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., BrighamH. Roberts presents detailed summary of textual and historical
problems in Book of Mormon to combined meeting of FirstPresidency, apostles,and Seventy's presidents. He
recommends that these problems should be researched and publicly discussed.
http://www.i4m.com/think/history/mormon_history.htm

468 B H. Roberts’ letter to Elder Richard R. Lyman, 24 October 1927.

469 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormonism_Unvailed

470 See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No Man Knows My History Brodie was Mormon, but later
excommunicated from the LDS church.

471 The LDS Intellectual Community and Church Leadership: A Contemporary Chronology by Lavina Fielding
Anderson, DialogueV26 No 1. https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-

content/uploads/sbhi/articles/Dialogue V26N01 23.pdf pg 15.Some authors such as Thomas Alexander insistthat
the primaryreasonitwas not published was because authors did not complete their works. Others speculatethat
the project was killed by Packer, Bentson, or other conservative members of the 12 who did not consider the
works to be faithinspiring. Ultimately, these explanations are not mutually exclusive.

472 See http://www.mormonstories.org/richard-bushman-and-rough-stone-rolling-part-1-experiences-as-a-
mormon-historian/32:30 - 36 minutes into the program.

473 http://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4207&context=byusqg seepage 4.
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e Volume 1:Introduction and Background, to 1830: Richard L. Anderson (BYU)

e Volume 2: The Ohio Experience, to 1838: Milton V. Backman Jr. (BYU)

e Volume 3: The MissouriExperience,to 1838: Robert J. Matthews (BYU)

e Volume 4: The Illinois Period, 1839-1846: T. Edgar Lyon (Institutes of Religion)

e Volume 5: The Crossingofthe Plains: Reed C. Durham Jr. (Institutes of Religion)

e Volume 6: The EarlyPioneer Period, 1847-1869: Eugene E. Campbell, BYU

e Volume 7: The Later Pioneer Period, 1869-1900: Charles S. Peterson, Utah State Univ.

e Volume 8: The early Twentieth Century, 1900-1930: Thomas G. Alexander, BYU

e Volume 9: The Churchfrom 1930-1950: John L. Sorenson, BYU

e Volume 10: The Contemporary Church, 1950-1980: James B. Allen, Asst. Church Historian

e Volume 11: A History of the Latter-day Saints in Europe: Douglas F. Tobler, BYU

e Volume 12: A History of the Latter-day Saints in Mexico and Central and South America: F.LaMond
Tullis, BYU

e Volume 13: A History of the Latter-day Saints inthe Far East and Oceania: Lanier Britsch, BYU

e Volume 14: A History of the Missionary Program of the Church: S. George Ellsworth, Utah State Univ.

e Volume 15: A Social and Cultural History of the Latter-day Saints: Davis Bitton, Assistant Church
Historian

The following works were published which approximate

e Volume 1: Richard Bushman's Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism - lllinois University
Press, 1984

e Volume 2: MiltonV. Backman Jr's The Heavens Resound: A History of the Latter-Day Saints in Ohio,
1830-1838 - Deseret press 1983

e Volume 3: A History of the Latter-day Saints in Clay County, Missouri,from 1833 to 1837 by Max H.
Parkman474

e Volume 4: (T. Edgar Lyon*’5 finished by) Glen M. Leonard’s Nauvoo: A Place of Peace, A People of
Promise - Deseret press 2002476,

e Volume 5:Crossingthe Plains by Reed Durham (Unpublished and incomplete).*””

e Volume 6: Eugene Campbell’s Establishing Zion: The Mormon Church in the American West, 1847-
1869, Signature Books, 1988

e Volume 7: 1870-1889 (Unpublished. Charles S.Peterson did publish Utah: A History.)*78

e Volume 8: Thomas Alexander's Mormonism in Transition, A History of the Latter-day Saints, 1890-
1930 - lllinois University Press, 1986

474 This paper is notthe actual volume/book, but was intended to be part of the volume on Missouri. Itisa
doctoral thesis from 1976 availableatBYU. “Leonard Arrington had asked me to write the volume on Missouri.”
https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/conversations-mormon-historians/max-h-parkin Seealso:
https://books.google.com/books ?id=fgotngE ACAAI&dg=inauthor:%22Max+H.+Parkin%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahU
KEwj48cipocHjAhVsT98KHfuhAcEQ6AEILJAB and
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1979/04/missouris-impact-on-the-church?lang=eng

475 https://youtu.be/ilKK-RmtiSs?t=1h6m15s

476 This book is likely partof the series but has not been confirmed from multiplesources.

477 |1t appears that he did most of the research for the book, which can be found in his papers:
http://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:/80444/xv87060 seealso: http://www.mormonstoriesessays.com/.
478 https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/conversations-mormon-historians/charles-s-peterson
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e Volume 9: Richard O. Cowan, The Church in the Twentieth Century, Deseret Book, 1985.

e F. Lamond Tullis’ Mormons in Mexico: The Dynamics of Faith and Culture - Utah State Univ Press,
1987479

e R. LanierBritsch’s Unto the islands of the sea: A history of the Latter-day Saints in the Pacific —
Deseret press 1986 and R. Lanier Britsch’s Mormonism in Hawii Deseret Book, 1990

Probably partof the series, but not confirmed:
e R. lanierBritsch’s book “From the East: The Historyofthe Latter-day SaintsinAsia, 1851-1996” 480
Based on the existingbooks, itseems likethe followingvolumes were also planned:

e Mormons in Europe

e  Mormons inSouth America

e Mormons inCanada

e 1 additional volumeof unknown content

In more recent years, both Mormon and non-Mormon scholars haveattempted to shed lighton the life,actions,
and motivations of the founder of the church. Much of the researchis well done, butin many cases itremains
inaccessibletoa larger audiencedue to the scholarly nature of the publications. Many of these works concentrate
on the lifeof Joseph Smith and end with his death. Inadditionto the authors listed above, a few of the modern
historians who have made significant contributionsinclude Jan Ships, Dan Vogel, and D. Michael Quinn. Most of

the contributors to the field are current or former Mormons 481,

FAITH PROMOTING STORIES & URBAN LEGENDS

Fabricationsand folklore surrounding Mormonism have been part of the official narrativesincetheearly days of
the church. The narrativeregardingthe Book of Mormon translation & the Urim and Thummim in the form of
spectacles was shared by Oliver Cowdery and others by 1834. This corresponds roughly to the rewriting of the
historyandinserting priesthood restoration and the concept of Melchizedek priesthood by the layingon of hands.

Urban legends also form partof the narrative*32. Some of the more prominent ones which continueto be taught
inchurchinclude:

1) ThatThomas B. Marsh left the church over a dispute which his wife had with another women regarding
cream.*&3

479 https://youtu.be/ilKK-RmtiSs ?t=1h5m50s

480 R, Lanier Britsch’s book “From the East: The History of the Latter-day Saintsin Asia, 1851-1996” seems likeit
would have fitinto this series and was probably one of the intended 16 volumes. Accordingto Amazon, the book
was “25 years inthe making”, meaning thatit was started around the early 1980s when this project was active.
481 p, Michael Quinn was the highest profile historian excommunicated for publishing books and articles containing
controversial information. He was one of the “September 6”.

482 See http://www.exmor mon.org/mormon/mormon060.htm and
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Mormon_urban_legends or folklore for some prominent Mormon Urban
legends.

483 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_B. Marsh#.22Milk_and_strippings.22_story seealso:
https://bycommonconsent.com/2009/07/01/the-milk-strippings-story-thomas-b-marsh-and-brigham-young/
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2) ThatBrigham Young was transfigured to look like Joseph Smith when he was speakingto the congregation
after Joseph Smith’s death.48*

3) Thatthree boys carried 500 stranded pioneers across anicefilled river and later died from exposure and
received eternal lifefor this braveact.*8%

4) That Brigham Young proudly stood and proclaimed “This is the place” when they entered the Salt Lake
Valley.486

5) Thatseagulls cameinanswer to prayers and were responsiblefor saving the crops of the early

pioneers*87,

GOSPEL TOPICS

Articles on controversial subjectin church history were released between 2013 and 2015. These were preceded by
a few events which evidently convinced some of the leadership within the LDS church of the need to be more
honest and open with its members. Whilewe do not know all of the particulars, some of the motivations for this

move appear to be based on members leavingthe church.

e 2010 (November 28): A number of Swedish members includinga former 70 have a lot of questions.
An emergency firesideis given by some members of the 70 and church historianstotry to address
these questions. Several of these members |eave the churchinwhat is perhaps the largest modern
apostasyin Sweden.*88

e 2011 (roughly): The churchstarts “The Rescue” initiative. This is sometimes referred to as the
Swedish Rescue. The goal of this programis introduce members to controversial church history
directly rather than allowing them to firstencounter iton the internet. As partof this program, the
church will nowaddress sensitivetopics directly onits websiterather than only referring those with
questions to apologistwebsites such as FARMS or FAIR. The process culminatedinthe Gospel Topics
essays. The Gospel Topics subjects (12 items) were approved by the Quorum of the 12 in May
2012489,

The project was initiated by Richard Turley*?9and Marlin Jensen. The articles were written by historiansand
other members and/or apologistsandsentto “the Brethren” (groups of 70s and church historians and later
the 12 apostles andfirstpresidency) for review*?!. Long essays,some about 50 pages in length were writtenin
the initial draft. Originally theintention was to have long, short, and medium responses for members to
read*?2, After they were condensed and revisions weremade, the articles were published and presented as
“Gospel Topics Essays”. Only 12 questions were initially approved?3, however, the output of the project was

III

13-14 articles. Itis possiblethatone “softball” question was added to try to lessen the impact of other

articles —this being the firsttopic (alphabeticallyandintherelease dates), “Are Mormons Christian”. Itis also

484 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue_V34N0102_ 171.pdf see pg 172.T
485 See https://byustudies.byu.edu/file/5164/download?token=nlygsflw

486 Brigham Young was sick lyingina wagon and entered the valley 2 days behind the first members of the party.
487 Seagulls did eatsome of the pests, though they arrived abouta month after the firstinfestations and popular
accounts areoften at odds with first-hand journal accounts.

488 See www.mormonthink.com/glossary/swedish-rescue2.htm

489 https://voutu.be/BS6hRBfYgHC?t=97

430 https://youtu.be/YHZfmZ36 HI?t=510

491 https://youtu.be/MN1yFbQB_bs

492 https://youtu.be/S-MxUhCJI5U?t=1m

493 Interview with Steven Snow. See: https://voutu.be/BS6hRBfYgHc?t=99
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possiblethatpolygamy was a singlequestion whichresultedin 3 articles, moving the number from 12 to 14.

The 13/14 articles areas follows:

Are Mormons Christian? November 20, 2013
FirstVision Accounts November 20,2013
Race and the Priesthood December 6, 2013494

Plural Marriageand Families in Early Utah December 16,20134%5

Book of Mormon Translation December 30,2013

Book of Mormon and DNA Studies January 31,20144%

Becoming Like God February 24, 2014497

Peace and Violenceamong 19th-Century Latter-day Saints May 13,201449%8
Translation and Historicity of the Book of Abraham July 8, 2014

Plural Marriageinthe Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints Oct 22,20144%°
Plural MarriageinKirtland and Nauvoo October 22, 2014590

The Manifesto and the End of Plural Marriage October 22,2014°01

Joseph Smith’s Teachings about Priesthood, Temple, and Women October 23, 2015
Mother in Heaven October 23,2015

O O O OO OO0 OO0 OO0 o o o

A conscientious decision was madeto not advertise or widely informmembers aboutthe release of these new
essays%2, Between 2013 and 2015, the topics were listed along with dozens or perhaps 100s of other topicsinan
alphabeticalindex, so findingthe controversial new entries was somewhat difficult®?3, Oneof the essays
(polygamy inKirtland and Nauvoo) was left out of the index so that the only way to find it was via a Google
search®0%4, Later, they were grouped together and made easier to access. About May 23, 2016, the polygamy

essays were nested within each other makingit less likely for members to accidently come across information

494 The firstdraftof the essaywas written by Paul Reeve. See https://wheatandtares.org/2017/03/02/paul-reeve-
wrote-the-race-essay/ and https://youtu.be/BS6hRBfYqHc?t=155

495 probably written by Kathryn M. Daynes or Kathleen Flake. https://youtu.be/S-MxUhCJI5U?t=3m15s

496 This essay was largely written by Ugo Perego. See: https://voutu.be/gN-lhu7QUUU?t=6m25s . A larger paper
on this topic was published by Perego here: http://www.mormoninterpreter.com/is-decrypting-the-genetic-
legacy-of-americas-indigenous-populations-key-to-the-historicity-of-the-book-of-mormon/

497 possibly written by Terryl Givens. See https://redd.it/4hctgn and
https://www.reddit.com/r/latterdaysaints/comments/d29gax/i_am_terryl givens_ama/ezupc63?utm_source=sha
re&utm_medium=web2x

498 possibly Patrick Mason https://youtu.be/YHZfmzZ36 HI?t=300

499 Some sources consider this to be one of the controversial Gospel Topics entries. However, Church sources do
not listthis entry as partof the project.

500 Bryan Hales was purportedly involved in this project. https://voutu.be/S-MxUhCJI5U?t=3m10s

501 possibly written by Kathleen Flake. See https://voutu.be/S-MxUhCJI5U?t=3m15s and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kathleen Flake

502 see an interview with Steven Snow, head of the Church History department atthe time:
https://youtu.be/BS6hRBfYgHC?t=255

503 Bryan Hales was purportedly involved in this project. See https://bycommonconsent.com/2015/07/10/how-to-
currently-find-the-gospel-topics-essays-and-topics/

504 Accordingto atleastone purported former church employee, this was intentional. See https://redd.it/72k6fx
comments by “VeritasOmnia”.
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about polygamy duringthe Kirtland and Nauvoo eras®%°. The number of clicks required to access the essays
increased significantly atthis time. However, they remained easyto access onthe Gospel Library app for I-phone
& Android. In 2019, the organization of the essays was changed againanditbecame easier to reach the
controversial polygamy essay directly. The Polygamy in Kirtland and Nauvoo essay has been moved around and
reorganized at least4 times - more than any of the other essay - possibly dueto its controversial contentincluding
the admissionthatJoseph may have had sex with atleastone 14 year old®%. An internal study to determine who
was viewing the essays, how much, and how people felt about them was conducted by the churchin 2014597,

THE NEW HISTORY — “SAINTS”

A new historyis beingpublishedin 4 volumes and is scheduled to be released between 2018 and 2021. Ithas been
written ina novel format based on historical events to improve readability. Itis written on a 9-10t" gradereading
level and contains many faith promoting stories.>%® Itis meantto be solid history mixed with a pleasing narrative

stylewhile meeting the needs of a global audience.>® Rick Turley managed the projectin the early stages.

1) Volume 1: 1820-1846 “Saints: The Standard of Truth”
2) Volume 2: 1846-1893 “Saints:No Unhallowed Hand”
3) Volume 3: 1894-1954 “Boldly, Nobly and Independent”
4) Volume 4: 1955-2010 “Sounded in Every Ear”

Official sources claimthatone of the main purposes of the book is to “...help readers (navigate) safely through the
gap between naive faith and informed mature faith.”>1° The firstvolume evidently took about 6 years to produce,
inpart due to alengthy approval process>!. This means thatthe book project may have started in earnest around
2012, or ina similar timeframeas the Gospel Topics essays and shortly after the Swedish Rescue. Some sources

indicatethatitcould have begun insome formin 2008 under the direction of Jensen and Turley512,

SACRED TEXTS

Mormons rely primarily on 4 sacred texts which are (inrough order of importance):

1) The Book of Mormon
2) The Bible
3) The Doctrine and Covenants

505 https://redd.it/4komc1
506 The essay heavilyinfers thathe did not have sex by taking some quotes out of context. The bulk of the

evidence however points to the conclusion thatthis was a sexual relationship.
507

https://mormonleaks.io/wiki/index.php?title=File:The New_Gospel Topics_Articles_on_LDS.org_that Deal with
Challenging_Information-2014-09.pdf

508 see https://www.timesandseasons.org/index.php/2017/06/new-official-church-history-volumes-forthcoming/
and http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865681321/Church-Historian-details-forthcoming-new-comprehensive-
Church-history.html

509 https://youtu.be/0OhsIS9pR3qY?t=210

510 https://www.lds.org/church/news/6-reasons-why-you-should-read-the-new-church-history-book-
saints?lang=eng

511 https://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/first-volume-saints-now-available and
https://www.reddit.com/r/exmormon/comments/9f7bu2/it took six_years to_write_saints_volume_one/

512 https://www.fairmormon.org/conference/august-2018/making-saints and
https://youtu.be/9AehxueXacQ?t=310
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4) The Pearl of Great Price

The Biblewas relatively more important to the early church until about 1900, when the movement needed a new
identity after polygamy was abandoned. This time period also correspondsroughly to when the firstgeneration of
members (all converts) died off. The Old Testament had been widely used to justify polygamy duringthe 1870s
and 1880s. The Book of Mormon and the FirstVision filled this void and modern scripture has dominated sincethe
early 1900s.
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THE BOOK OF MORMON

| think right now the Book of Mormon is a puzzle for us. Even [for] people who believe it
[inaudible] in every detail, it’s a puzzle. To begin with, we’ve got the puzzle of
translation. Translating the book without the plates even in sight, wrapped up in a cloth
on the table. It’s not something that comes right off the pages, [that is] the characters
on the plates. So we don’t know how that works. And then there’s the fact that there’s
phrasing everywhere, long phrases that if you Google them, you’ll find them in 19th
century writings. The theology of the Book of Mormon is very much 19th century
theology, and it reads like a 19th century understanding of the Hebrew bible, as an Old
Testament: that is, it has Christ in it, the way Protestants saw Christ everywhere in the
Old Testament.>13 -Richard Bushman

Accordingto Smith, the Book of Mormon was a translation of an ancient American record of the inhabitants of the
Americas (North and South) which was kept by ancientprophets, with the bulk of the events occurring between
600BC and421 AD. Between 1823 and 1827, Smith claims to have visited the site of the plates each year on the
autumn solstice®4 (sept215tor 22"d) and to see anangle and receive instruction. He claimed to take the book from
the hill Camorah (near his residence) and haditin his possession from 1827-1829. When he completed the

513 Richard Bushman, based on an interview with Bill Reel as quoted here: https://medium.com/@jellistx/the-
week-in-mormonism-11-29-15-19th-century-phrases-in-the-book-of-mormon-ken-jennings-on-the-
298b2ac8d182.

514 This was probably due to the idea espoused by Joseph and his contemporaries that guardian angles of treasures
were weakest at these times and this was the ideal time to unearth suchtreasures.
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“translation”, the plates were either deposited backinthe hill or returned to an angel who inturn took the plates
to heaven.>’> This angel may have been “Nephi” as Joseph claimed on most occasions, or “Moroni” as later church
leaders have maintained.

Smith used a variety of scribes inthe projectearlyon, and eventually lostthe first 116 pages containing the “Book
of Lehi”>16, He continued the translation starting with the Book of Mosiah and completed through Moroni before
continuing with the firstbooks of Nephi through Words of Mormon which were the lastsections created or
translated by Smith. Changes inthe preferred word usage by Smith (wherefore vs. therefore; whosoever vs.
whoso) corresponds to chronological sections of the Book of Mormon and the D&C, whichis a strongindication of

asingleauthor for the entire book®17.

One of the primarythemes of the book is that secret combinations were responsiblefor the downfall of the
civilized “white and delightsome” Nephites to their enemies, the “darkand lithesome” Lamanites (or Native
Americans). These secret combinations and the negative feelings surroundingthem are likely a thinly veiled
reference to Masonry and the anti-masonic feelings of the time.>18

Officialchurchteachingand historiestalk aboutthe use of magical glasses, known as the “Urim and Thummim” as
being used for the translation. Since2013, the church has admitted that a “seer stone” which was also used for
treasure hunting was the actual sourceofthe “translation”>19, Itcurrently (2019) maintains a narrativeinvolving
both the Urim and Thummim and the seer stone, and has not specified how much of the book was translated by
each method. The actual method of translationviathe brown seer stone was widely known by early critics and

New York members andwas publicized by 1834520,

Martin Harris mortgaged his farmin order to pay for publication of the Book of Mormon>21. The book cost$3000
to publish 5000 copies (50.60/copy). The book was originallysold for about$1.75/copy>22. The pricewas said to
have been revealed®V. The pricewas later lowered to $1.25/copy after poor sales.

515 The location of this heaven is unclear, butit could refer to a planet near the star Kolob on which God is saidto
reside. Assumingthatangels cannottravel faster than the speed of light, the plates may still beintransit. Several
accounts inthe 1800s indicatethat the plates were restored to a secret cave withinthe hill Camorah.

516 These pages were lent to Martin Harris who showed them to his wife. His wife later claimed thatshe had burnt
the text. The firstedition of the BOM hada disclaimer regardingthese 116 pages which was removed in
subsequent versions of the publication.

517 See the section entitled, “There are a couple of stylisticword-choiceshifts...”
https://www.reddit.com/r/mormon/comments/bgim60/mosiah_priority/?utm source=share&utm_medium=web
2x

518 The Anti-Masonic party was founded in upstate New York in 1826 and managed to get 33,000 votes and carry
the state of Vermont in the 1832 national election. The party elected 53 candidates to congress. See: The
American Past, A survey of American History by Joseph R. Conlin ©2009. Pg 254.

519 Actually, the official gospel topic essay appears to allowfor both the Urim and Thummim and the seer stone,
leavinga level of strategic ambiguity for members who wishto keep believingthe teachings of the last150+years.
520 Earlier newspaper publicationsinthe Palmyra area talking about the seer stone were availableby 1830, but the
firstpublicationin book form was Howe’s Mormonism Unveiled in 1834.

521 The farm was lostby Harris after sales of the BoM failed to meet expectations.

522 “The Mormons said the price of the ‘Book of Mormon’ was established at$1.75 by revelation. It did not sell well
andthey claimed to receive another to sell itat$1.25.” - Sylvia Walker, Naked Truths About Mormonism, volume
1, page 1 as quoted on http://mormonismexposed.blogspot.com/
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The book of Mormon was published and went on saleon March 26t™,1830. One early edition®23 was called “the
most correct book of any book on earth” by Smith. Critics notethat there have been about 3913 changes (mostly
grammatical, butwith several emendations) made between the firstedition and modern editions.>24

Major revisions to the book include the following:>2>

1830 - Original Edition. Largely followed Joseph’s handwritten manuscript, though the printer divided the book
into chapters and made a number of spelling, grammar, and other corrections. Inspiteof these changes, the text

is plagued with poor grammar and many run-on sentences.

1837 — Significantgrammatical changes by Joseph Smith with several key wording changes to align with the new

doctrine concerningthe Godhead that the church had adopted around 1835.

1840 - Joseph compared the printed text with the original manuscriptand noticed a number of deviations. Some
of the original textwas restored in this edition. NOTE: Most of these corrections by Joseph Smith were not
includedin future editions.

1841 - British publication by Parley P. Pratt inthe UK. This edition largelyfollows the 1837 edition but with British

spellings for certain words. This text formed the basis for future editions.
1879 - Orson Pratt: Versificationand shorter chapters.

1920 - with major revisions by Talmage (who had also edited the 1905 and 1911 editions). Major corrections to
wording and grammar were included in this edition as well as smaller wording changes which might be considered

substantivechanges.

1981 - This edition brought backa few changes from the original editions (about 20), but kept more than 95% of
the changes which had accumulated inthe 1920 edition.526 Of note were changes to try to make the text less
racist, such as changing “whiteand delightsome” to “fair and delightsome”. This editionalsoincluded extensive
footnotes, new chapter headings,and a new bindingwhich combined all LDS scriptures into a single, matching
edition.

2006 — The title page is changed from claimingthatthe Lamanites inthe BoM arethe “principleancestors” of
Native Americans to “among the ancestors” of Native Americans. Critics speculatethatthis is due to the complete

lack of DNA evidence tying Native Americans to Israelites®?’.

523 This quote was given November 28, 1841. This may refer to the 1840 (3™ edition) of the Book of Mormon.

524 hitp://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/3913intro.htm . Accordingto FairMormon,a quasi-official apologistsource,
the total number of changes is closer to 100,000. See

https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of Mormon/Textual changes/Why were_these changes _made

525 See http://emp.byui.edu/satterfieldb/pdf/bmpublicationhistory.pdf for a more thorough overview of the
various editions of the Book of Mormon.

526 A full list of changes can be found here:
http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/pdf/bookofmormonchanges1920_1981.pdf

527 Those who highlighted the lack of DNA evidence were excommunicated for their publications. See:
https://www.deseretnews.com/article/695221057/DNA-claims-rebutted-on-Book-of-Mormon.html
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2013 - Minor wording changes, which correspond to ongoing evolution of doctrines. For example, the idea that
Mormons can become Gods has been de-emphasized in the media sincethe late90s. Alma 12:31—"becoming as

Gods" was changed to "becoming as gods" (lowercased gods).

Inspirationand sourcematerial usedin creating the Book of Mormon likelyincludes the Bible (KingJames Version)
as well as The Late War>28 and View of the Hebrews>2°. Early parts of the Book have similarities to Robinson
Crusoe®30, Alma 40 appears to be heavilyinfluenced by the Westminster Confession>31. Whilechurch leaders
maintained until atleastthe 1980s that the hill Cumorahin New York where Joseph claimed to have found the
book was the site of two great battles involving thedeaths of 100s of thousands of people, archeologically thearea

contains very few signs of any Native American inhabitants.532

THE BIBLE

One of the fundamental claims of Mormonismis that the true church which Christhad established during his
lifetime hadfalleninto apostasy. Itfollowed that the Book of Mormon was needed and special becauseitwas
pure scripture, preserved inits originalformfrom God. Between the springof 1831 andthe summer of 1833,
Smith retranslatethe Bibleinresponse to several revelations commanding himto do so. This new “translation”
did not use any Greek or Hebrew source materials, butrather relied on the KingJames Version of the bibleand
Smith freely added or deleted parts as he was inspiredtodo so. He claimed that he was restoringthe Bibleto its
original state. Consistentwith other translation efforts, Smith in some cases changed certain sections 2 or 3 times.
Inone case, he translated a chapter inthe New Testament two times (due to a mistake when changingscribes)and

the two translationsdiffer significantly in content.

The translation method for the Biblewas claimed to be similar to the Book or Mormon. Onthe firstpages of the
New Testament translation,itstates thatitis a “translation of the New Testament translated by the power of

God.”
In 1837 as the 8t article of faith, Smith wrote:

We believe the Bibleto be the word of god as farasitis translated correctly. We also believe the book of

Mormon to be the word of God?>33.

Several revelations commanded for the printing of this new translation, butthis was not done duringthe lifetime
of Smith, even though itwas completed in 1833. After his death, the manuscriptbelonged to Emma Smith who
gave it to the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christof Latter Day Saints>34in 1866. It was publishedin 1867. Some
earlychurchleaders suchas Orson Pratt argued forits adoption. Joseph FieldingSmith also stated that the church

528 http://wordtreefoundation.github.io/thelatewar/

529 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/View of the Hebrews

530 https://i.redd.it/rphps66qubky.png

531 http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changech5b.htm

532 https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1382&context=jbms

533 Note: The articles of faithin other languages indicatethat only the English version of the Book of Mormon is
officially considered to be the word of God.

534 Note: The name of this “reorganized church” lead by Joseph Smith |1l was The Church of Jesus Christof Latter
Day Saints until the late 1880s when itwas changed for legal reasons to avoid problems with the Federal
Government that was seizing the property of the Utah Mormon church with the same name. This churchis
currently known as the Community of Christ.
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would adoptitif he were made president, but this changenever occurred. The 1944 versionis considered to be

accurateto the original manuscriptand was sold duringthe 1980s at Deseret Book.
The Inspired Versionis problematic on multiplelevels:

1. Thisversionclaimstobe arestoration of the original text. However, an analysis of the Dead Sea scrolls
which contain very early versions of the original text, to not indicatethat the changes made by Smith are
consistentwith the earliestcopies of the original text. Claims by early Mormon leaders >3>that the
Catholic Church changed or removed large portions of the Bibleare seriously broughtinto question by the
Dead Sea scroll findings.

The Inspired Versionis notconsistentwith bible quotations usedin the Book of Mormon.
Joseph Smith did not use the Inspired Version when quoting from the Bible in writings and sermons, but
rather preferred to use the King James Version (even after he had completed the inspired version).

4, Certainchanges inthe inspiredversionarenotconsistentwith current LDS teachings. This includes racist
verses.>36

5. Insome cases where biblical scholars (including Mormon scholars) arein agreement that the KingJames
Versionis incorrect, the Inspired Version follows the KJV.>37

6. Evidence suggests that Joseph relied on Adam Clarke’s Biblical Commentary (publishedin 1810 and
commonly used and availableinthe 1820s and 1830s) as the guide for many of this changes.>38

While Mormon leadershipis comfortablein makingliterally 1000s of changes to the original text of the Book of
Mormon,>3° they have resisted efforts to translatethe text into modern English349. Similarly, they resistchanging
the official Bibleused inthe church from the King James Version even though many modern versions are better
translated, more accessible,and more accurateto the original Greek and Hebrew texts. Some of these other

translationsareusedin BYU biblecourses, but they are not typically usedin official church meetings or instruction.

Startingin 1980, the KVJ Bible published by the LDS church contains some of the edits of the Inspired Version in
foot-notes. In 1992 the churchreleased a statement doublingdown on usingthe KJV which included the following

claim:

535 Orson Pratt published a number of pamphlets mockingthis bibleas being incomplete or poorlytranslated. See
Tanner, Changing World of Mormonism, pp 366-367.

536 Book of Moses chapter 7 verses 8,12,22 (Genesis chapter 7?) “...and there was a blackness came upon all the
children of Canaan, that they were despised among all people.... Enoch continued to call uponall the people, save
it were the people of Cainan, to repent. ... the seed of Cain were black,and had not placeamong them.”
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/moses/7.5?lang=eng#p4

537 1 John 5:6-8.

538 See BYU Journal of Undergraduate Research, A Recently Recovered Source: Rethinking Joseph Smith’s Bible
Translation (March 16,2017) - http://jur.byu.edu/?p=21296 and Adam Clarke’s biblical commentary -
http://www.sacred-texts.com/bib/cmt/clarke/index.htm See also https://youtu.be/UOvu0088sXM
https://redd.it/7r79fv and https://redd.it/i4v35

539 The vastmajority of the 3000+ changes are spellingand grammatical, butthere are 5-10 substantial changes
including a few doctrinal changes and namechanges insome places. Arecent claimby Fair Mormon, the main
apologistgroup for the LDS church claims thatthere have been over 100,000 changes if you include punctuation
differences.

https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of Mormon/Textual changes/Why were these changes made

540 See https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/04/news -of-the-church/modern-language-editions-of-the-book-of-
mormon-discouraged?lang=eng
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Many versions of the Bibleare availabletoday. Unfortunately, no original manuscripts of any portion of
the Bible are available for comparison to determine the most accurate version. However, the Lord has
revealed clearly the doctrines of the gospel inthese latter-days. The most reliable way to measure the
accuracy of any biblical passage is not by comparing different texts, but by comparison with the Book of

Mormon and modern-day revelations.54!

In 2018, Thomas Wayment —a professor atBYU published an updated translation of the New Testament for a LDS

audience which was subsequently published by Deseret Book. 542

DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS
Firstpublishedin 1833, the Doctrine and Covenants (or Book of Commandments as it was firs tcalled) contains a
number of revelations, the vast majority of which were received by Joseph Smith. Both the revelations included

and the contents of these revelations have changed significantly over time.

The 1833 edition was the first publication and contained 65 revelations and 160 pages. The printing press was
destroyed by a mob duringthe printing process,and onlyabout 100-300 copies were made from the papers that

survived.
Of this firstedition, David Whitmer said:

The revelations were printedin the Book of Commandments correctly. This | know, and will proveit to

you.

These revelations were arranged for publication by Brothers Joseph Smith, Sydney Rigdon, Orson Hyde
and others, in Hiram, Ohio, whilel was there, were sent to Independence to be published,and were
printed justexactly as they were arranged by Brother Joseph and the others. And when the Book of
Commandments was printed, Joseph and the churchreceived it as being printed correctly.>43

When the 1835 version was printed, there were changes in many of the revelations, particularly those dealing with
priesthood and the restoration>**. In some cases, a significantnumber of verses were added™. The 1835 edition

introduced the idea of the laying on of hands by John the Baptistand Peter James and John to restore the Aaronic
and Melchizedek priesthoods. Italsointroduced a creed statingthat marriagewas a civil ordinanceand a

commitment that the church did not practice polygamy>4>,

Another major addition tothe 1835 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants was the inclusion of the Lectures on

Faith. These lectures, originally given atthe school of the prophets inKirtland, were canonizedin 1835 and later

541 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1992/08/news -of-the-church/first-presidency-statement-
on-the-king-james-version-of-the-bible?lang=eng

542 The Wayment translation (by an active LDS professor atBYU) was well received and back-ordered for about 6
months after its introductioninlate2018. This couldindicatea demand for more accessibletranslations.

543 An Address to all Believers in Christ, by David Whitmer, page 56

544 http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changingtherevelations.htm

545 This was originally introduced as section 101 and was more of a statement of belief than a revelation.



https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1992/08/news-of-the-church/first-presidency-statement-on-the-king-james-version-of-the-bible?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1992/08/news-of-the-church/first-presidency-statement-on-the-king-james-version-of-the-bible?lang=eng
http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/changingtherevelations.htm

removed in1921.546 They may have been removed becausecertainteachings about the godhead whichresemble

the trinity rather than the modern Mormon conception of God.

The 1832 revelation now included as section 87 inthe D&C was first publishedin 1851. Itwas firstincludedin the
relatively major revision publishedin 1876. Alsointhis (1876) revision, the policy statement statingthat polygamy
was prohibited and not practiced by the church was removed®*’ andthe section received by Joseph Smith
commanding Emma to acceptpolygamy (current section 132) was added. Foreign editions printed duringthe
1880s sometimes included two new revelations fromJohn Taylor>8, John Taylor had a number of revelations, but
the only one includedin the current cannon of Mormonism is section 135, a eulogy of Joseph Smith written after

he was killedin 1844.

Early versions used code names for some of the people and places referenced inthe text. Inthe 1980 version,the

original names were restored to the text.
Major editions>4°:

1833: Firstedition containing 65 revelations of the early church. Priortocompletion, the press was destroyed by
amob. Onlyabout100-200 copies were bound from those papers that could be saved/salvaged. Few original
copies remain>9,

1835: Titlechanged to Doctrine and Covenants. The “Doctrine” part was the Lectures on Faith. The “Covenants”
part consisted of the revelations, which numbered 101 at this time>>1. Inaddition, two statements of belief (one

on marriage, the other on relationships with government) areat the end of the volume.
1844: Eight additional sectionsadded.
1864: Section forbiddingplural marriage (now Section 111) is stillincluded>>2,

1876: 26 additional sections added. After section 132 was added (justifying plural marriage), the section

forbidding plural marriage (101) was removed.

1908: The first Manifesto on Plural Marriage (Official Declaration 1) givenin 1890 was firstincluded. The second
Manifesto®33 was not included.

546 https://dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V20NO3_73.pdf Inadditionto
addressingthe Lectures on Faith, this article provides excellentinsightinto the process of canonization within the
LDS church.

547 This earlyrevelation had been used by missionaries, including ones practicing polygamy, to “prove” that the
churchdid not practice polygamy at leastinto the 1850s.

548 See https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/champion-liberty-john-taylor/john-revelator-written-revelations-john-
taylor# edn99

549 See http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Doctrine_and Covenants Editions fora more detailed overview.

550 The book was reprinted by Wilford Wood in 1962 under the title, “Joseph Smith Begins his Work” Vol II.

551 Section 66 was duplicated in the numbering, so the total appears to be 100.

552 https://archive.org/details/bookdoctrineand00saingoog/page/n340

553 The 2" manifesto reiterated that Polygamy was not to be practiced by members of the church and threatened
them with excommunication for continuingthe practice. In 1906, two members of the twelve who continued to
believe, teach, and perform polygamist marriages were removed from their positioninthe 12.
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1921: The Lectures on Faith were removed from the compilation. Prior to this edition, the revelations (still
containedinthe D&C) were positioned after the Lectures on Faith and were called the “Covenants and
Commandments”.

1981: Sections 137,138, and Official Declaration 2 (endinginstitutional racism) were added.
2013: Introductions to the Official Declarationsarechanged as follows:
New introduction to Official Declaration 1:

The Bibleand the Book of Mormon teach that monogamy is God's standard for marriage unless He
declares otherwise®>* (see 2 Samuel 12:7-8 and Jacob 2:27, 30). Followinga revelation to Joseph Smith,
the practiceof plural marriagewas instituted among Church members inthe early 1840s°>> (seesection
132). From the 1860s to the 1880s, the United States government passed laws to make this religious
practice illegal>>6. Theselaws were eventually upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court. After receiving
revelation, President Wilford Woodruffissued the following Manifesto, which was accepted by the Church
as authoritativeand binding on October 6, 1890.This led to the end of the practice of plural marriagein
the Church®>7,

New Introduction to Official Declaration 2:

The Book of Mormon teaches that "all are alike unto God," including "black and white, bond and free,
male and female" (2 Nephi 26:33) >°8. Throughout the history of the Church, people of every race and
ethnicityin many countries havebeen baptized and have lived as faithful members of the Church. During
Joseph Smith's lifetime, a few black male members>3° of the Church were ordained to the priesthood.
Earlyinits history, Church leaders stopped conferringthe priesthood on black males of African descent560,
Churchrecords offer no clearinsights into the origins of this practice5%1. Church leaders believed that a
revelation from God was needed to alter this practiceand prayerfully soughtguidance.The revelation
came to Church President Spencer W. Kimball and was affirmed to other Church leaders inthe SaltLake

554 This specifically contradicts teachings of the LDS church given between 1852 and 1890, when it was stated that
Polygamy always accompanied God’s true church.

555 Joseph Smith hada marriage or affair with Fanny Alger around 1833-35 and additional sexual relations with
other women startingnolater than 1838.

556 Plural marriagehas always beenillegal wherethe Mormons have resided (including Mexico, Canada,and the
Utah territory), and was in some cases prosecuted under bigamy laws.

557 Definingthe end date is difficult, but new officially sanctioned marriages ceased around 1904-1908.

558 The book of Mormon alsoteaches that darkskinis a cursefrom God inresponseto wickedness and that
righteousness can make ones dark skin become “white and delightsome”. The scripture mentioned (2 Nephi
26:33) is probablya rephrasing of Galatians 3:28.

559 Q. Walker Lewis, Elijah Abel,and Black Pete are the only 3 blacks known to have received the priesthood prior
to the ban.

560 This occurred about 1850, a few years after Joseph Smith’s death.

561 For some excellent insightinto the origins of this policy, seethis video produced by Mormon Apologists:
https://voutu.be/Y8h80kEdrE4?t=23m40s
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Temple on June 1,19785%2, The revelation removed all restrictions with regard to racethat once applied

to the priesthood.

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE (POGP)

The Pearl of Great Pricewas first published in England by then missionary and apostle Franklin D.Richardsin 1851.
It contained the Book of Abraham, extracts from Joseph Smith’s translation of the bible (Mathew, Genesis (Book of
Moses>63)), several sections of the Doctrine and Covenants, the articles of Faith,and a poem “Truth”>64, This book
became official scripture/cannon for the LDS churchin 1880. This versionincluded the “Revelation on the Eternity
of the Marriage Covenant, including Plurality of Wives” — currently known as D&C section 132.

The Book of Abraham was translated by Joseph from some scrollsthathad been buried with Egyptian mummies

datingto between about 150and 250 BCE. Of this translation process, Lucy Mack Smith, Joseph’s mother stated:

She said, thatwhen Joseph was readingthe papyrus, he closed his eyes, and held a hatover his face,and
that the revelation came to him; and that where the papyrus was torn, he could read the parts that were

destroyed equally as well as thosethat were there.>%>

The Book of Abraham is particularly problematic becauseitdoes not match with the purported source material (a
papyri from the 2" century AD). Likely source material for the book of Abraham consists of the Bible, Josephus,
and various other sources.>®® The Book of Abraham is importanttheologically becauseitis the primarysource of
LDS theology with respect to temple worship andthe concept of pre-existence. Indeed, the new names given to all
temple participants duringthelifetime of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young was “Abraham” and “Sarah”. Concepts
of the pre-existence were and areused to justify racial prejudiceand gender and marriagedoctrines.

It appears that Joseph Smith was interested in Egyptian becauseit was seen as beinga “gateway” to Adamic orthe
pure language of God®%’. One of the concepts expounded in the Book of Abraham was the importance of the
priesthood and that this was aninherited gift of the fathers. Some of the translation occurredin 1835, which was
very near to the time when Joseph Smith was instituting and codifying concepts around the higher or Melchizedek
priesthood. Other key theological contributions fromthe book includethe residence of God (i.e. near Kolob)and

the curseof Ham (and hence banningblacks fromthe priesthood).
In 1902, duplicate materials fromthe Doctrine and Covenants were removed from the PoGP.

In1912, the New York Times published a piece critical of the Book of Abraham claimingthatitwas a common
Egyptian Funeral burial textand thatit was notinany way related to Abraham.%8 A self-professed Dr. created a

562 Researchers including Dr. Matt Harris believe that Spencer Kimball worked through various strategies to
convince other members of the Q12 of the need for this change between 1973 and 1978 and that the change was
more of a process thanasingular event. See https://voutu.be/3p8sCdc9fQI?t=155.

563 This book consists of the firstseveral chapters of Genesis taken from the Inspired Translation completed
between 1831and 1833.

564 This poem corresponds to the hymn “Oh say what is Truth” inthe current LDS hymnal.

565 Friends’ Weekly Intelligencer,3 Oct. 1846, 211. See:
http://egyptianalphabetandgrammar.blogspot.com/2014/04/statement-by-lucy-mack-smith-that.html

566 https://redd.it/79pkuz

567 https://youtu.be/y3-SKiINOCQ?t=765

568 http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/nytimes1912papyrus.htm
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responsefor the LDS church which allowed them to reassuretheir members>%9. Criticismresurfaced after pieces of
the papyri emerged from the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 1966. By no later than 1968, these pieces had been
translated anditwas clear to independent observers that they had nothing to do with Abraham. At leastas
damningas the original papyriwas the “Book of Egyptian Letters and Grammar” which Joseph Smith had
constructed to facilitatethe translation. The book shows no onlythat he used the recovered pieces to create the
book of Abraham, but alsothathe had no understanding of the Egyptian language, often takinga singlecharacter
to create one or more paragraphs oftext. This corresponds to the claims made with respect to Book of Mormon

characters, which often were translated to one or more sentences in English.
In 2013, the LDS church published an essay on their website which concludes:

None of the characters on the papyrus fragments mentioned Abraham’s name or any of the events
recorded inthe book of Abraham. Mormon and non-Mormon Egyptologists agree that the characters on

the fragments do not match the translation giveninthe book of Abraham...

The essay goes on to encourage members to still believein the work as divinelyinspired scriptureand redefines
the word “translation”, usingthe word 27 times as itencourages the used to embrace a broader definition of the
term.570 Other scholars havesimilarly mentioned the need for a “paradigmshift” with respect to the meaning of

translation.?’1

ORGANIZATION

EARLY ORGANIZATION AND SUCCESSION

The organization structure of the early church was fluid. Inthe beginning, Joseph was one of many more or less
equals. The Whitmers and Hiram Page® also had seer stones (as did Joseph’s father) and for a time revelations

came from various sources, generally through seer stones until about 1831 or 1832.

Though the church for all practical purposes started meeting in 1829, it was formally/legally established in 1830.
At this time, there was afirstElder (Joseph) and second Elder (Oliver). Sidney Rigdon joined the movement in 1832
and brought with him his established congregation of more than 100 members inKirtland Ohioincluding Parley P.
Pratt and Edward Partridge. He became a councilor toJoseph Smith around that time. Rigdon was a skilled orator
and his contribution to early doctrine was significant, butis often overlooked by modern LDS believers due to his
later splitwith the main branch after the death of Joseph Smith>72. It was natural to move the headquarters of the
new movement to this new center of power, and Joseph and some of the New York believers made this move. In

addition to increasing the membership rolls, the move helped Joseph to avoid ongoinglegal problems in New York.

Although “Mormonites” were attacked invarious local newspapers, the firstmajor attackagainstthe early church
was publishedin 1834 - “Mormonism Unvailed”. This book recorded the accounts of several neighbors of Joseph

569 This was justone of several responses, published by the church both in their newspaper and in their main
religious publication, “The Improvement ERA”. Over a period of 6 months, up to 1/3 of each issuewas devoted to
the topic. Various church scholarsaddressed the topic from a number of angles until they felt that they had
effectively rebuffed the (accurate)claims.

570 https://www.lds.org/topics/translation-and-historicity-of-the-book-of-abraham?lang=eng&old=true

571 See https://youtu.be/y3-SKiINOCQ?t=1465 and https://www.mormonstories.org/podcast/richard-bushman-
and-rough-stone-rolling-part-1-experiences-as-a-mormon-historian/ (Part3,51 minutes into the recording).

572 Rigdon made significant contributionsto the Lectures on Faith which were firstcanonized in the Doctrineand
Covenants in 1835. He alsowas a primaryinfluencein the institution of the socialistliving experiments (law of
consecration) practiced by the early Mormons.
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Smith and included details of his money digging, beliefs in the supernatural, “laziness”, and use of seer stones.
Whilesome of the stories were probably exaggeration, affidavits of neighbors and Joseph’s father-in-law probably
seemed credibleto the community. The Ohio converts generally did not believe in seer stones as they weren’t
culturally acceptedin this partof the country. Oliver provided a strong defense for the Book of Mormon
translation process with his accountof the Urim and Thummim publishedin 1834. These accounts alsotalked
about angels literally coming down from heaven, ordainingJoseph and Oliver and giving them the Aaronicand
Melchizedek priesthood. These accounts strengthened Joseph’s position within the movement, andalso gave
Oliver back a significantstanding within the movement which he hadlargelylostafter Sidney Rigdon joined with

his congregation.

Although there were apostles called around 1830 to preach, the group was formally organized as the 12 apostles
around 1835. This was one of several groups (such as the high-council, the70) and was a separategroup from the
firstpresidency. There was no natural progression between the two organizations as would later beformed under
BrighamYoung. Infact, the high council in Nauvoo arguably had as much or more authority than the 12 apostles
atthattime. In 1837 after the failureofthe Kirtland Bank, 10 of the original 12 apostles leftthe church573,
Replacements to the Q12 were chosen by the High Council in Missouri, which may be anindication of the relative

powers of the two groups atthat time.

Joseph Smith’s leadership was challenged at various points intheearly church. As a new charismaticleaderina

quickly evolvingreligion, heunderstood that he was ina precarious position.
Various directorindirectattacks on his authorityinclude:

e Hyrum Page and his revelations though a competing seer stone.
e Edward Partridgein his work as a Bishop

e Earlysplinterreligionsformed by Ezra Booth, Hiram Page, David Whitmer and others.>74

After Kirtland where many had called Josepha “fallen prophet” and he was excommunicated by the local
congregation, itappears that he felt a need to consolidate power even further in Nauvoo. This he didinthe

following ways:

1) He was head of the churchleadership - President and prophet of the church.

2) He was head of the town — Mayor of Nauvoo.

3) He was the chief justice.

4) He was the head of the board of health

5) He was the registrar of deeds

6) He was head of the military —the Nauvoo Legion (General Smith).

7) He was head of the council of the 50 —a secret, parallel political leadership organization. This
organization anointed himas King.

8) He was runningfor president of the USA when assassinated and argued for a theocratic government.

573 This was a traumatic time for the early church. Joseph and other church leaders had prophesied in the name of
the lord that the bank would not fail. When itdid soless than 6 months later, many church members lost their
entire savings. This resultedinlarge numbers of church members leavingthe church. The churchsurvivedinlarge
part becausethe members in Missouriwere not affected by this event. Joseph was kicked out of the churchin
Kirtland by some of the believers, so one might argue that itwas Joseph who left the church rather than the
apostles, who still had a quorum.

574 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of denominations_in_the Latter Day Saint_movement
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9) He controlled the Danites —a secret paramilitary-like organization charged with enforcement (similartoa
secret policeorganization). He also had a series of personal body guards including Porter Rockwel | °7>,
10) He was married to many of the prominent women inthe community or their daughters.

Inaddition to this, family members headed other organizations of power, including his wife Emma who was in
charge of the Relief Society (women’s organizationinthe church). Several brothers were inthe quorum of the 12,
Hyrum was the 1stassistanttothe president and the head of the local Masons, and Joseph Smith Senior was the

Patriarch of the church until his death (when Hyrum was given the role).

By having multipleleadership roles, maintaining power was made significantly easier. For example, when William
Law threatened his church leadership by callinghima fallen prophet, he used his officeas Mayor and ChiefJustice

to order the destruction of the printing press.
Because Joseph was the head of many institutions, hisdeath resulted ina power vacuum and significantconfusion.

Succession of the leadership of the church would have probably gone to Hyrum Smith, the prophet’s brother and
1stcouncilorinthe 1t presidency, had he survived. This may be why he was killed by the mob at Carthage. Several
other successors were logical, including Josephs Brother William>7¢, Joseph’s son, the second councilorinthe first
presidency (Rigdon)>?7, the head of the high council of Nauvoo, or the head of the quorum of the 12 (Brigham
Young).

Brigham Young had the supportof many members. He represented those who believed inand/or were practicing
polygamy. Because this included most of the highly placed church leaders atthe time, he had a number of high
level supporters. He solidified this supportby takingsome key actions earlyon:

1) He eliminated contenders for the position, by excommunicating Sidney Rigdon and others.

2) He andthe quorum of the 12 effectively bribed Emma Smith by paying her $1000 prior to the meeting to
decide the next leader for the church>’8. Emma had been anoutspoken critic of polygamy, and would
have likely sided with Sidney for that reason alone.

3) He solidified supportby continuingthe ongoing programs started by Joseph Smith. The most noteworthy
of these was completion of the Nauvoo Temple.

4) He allowed for a transition period of about 3 years before claimingto be the leader of the church. Inthe
intermediate time, he was the Trustee in Trust for the church.

5) He always spoke highly of Joseph (in some cases bordering on deification) claimingthatapproval from
Joseph Smith was required to get into heaven.

6) He claimedthatall of his teachings were based on those of Joseph Smith and things which he had heard

the prophet teach.

575 Rockwell admitted late in his lifetokilling peopleand makingan attempt on the life of Governor Boggs on the
request of Joseph Smith.

576 Williamwas evidently considered for the post, but died in somewhat mysterious circumstances abouta month
after Joseph and Hyrum. Some early members suspected poisoning.

577 Accordingto the legal incorporation of the LDS church at the time inlllinois, legal/property succession would go
to the 1stpresidency.

578 He later sent a bill to Emma for $1000 for unpaid debts of Joseph.



Whilethe main branch of the early church followed BrighamYoung, there were several other notable branches
including the Strangites, The Church of Jesus Christ(Rigdon), and The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christof Latter
Day Saints (Joseph Smith 111),to name justa few.>7°

Brigham Young was the leader and President of the church, but generally not considered “’the prophet”58°, This

title was reserved for Joseph Smith>8!, The firstleaderto assumethis titleafter Joseph Smith was Heber J. Grant.

Leadership Titles used in General Conference
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The process of succession changed from the first presidency to the quorum of the 12 by Brigham Young. Rules for
seniority within the quorum (which had a directimpact on succession) was subsequently changed 3 times in the

19th century>83,

579 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Succession crisis_(Latter Day Saints) The RLDS church was not started until
about 1860.

580 JD 5:77 “l am not going to interpret dreams; for | don't profess to be such a Prophet as were Joseph Smith and
Daniel; bitlam a Yankee guesser;and| guess (that James Buchanan will sendanarmyacross to Utah as reported
by papers of the time)”. There was one exception to this where he was sustained as “prophet, seer, and revelator”
in General Conference around 1857 or 1858. Add reference from Quinn.

581 Early on, the term “Brother Joseph” dominated, but this was replaced by the “Prophet Joseph Smith” inthe
decades followinghis death. BrighamYoung was sustained as prophetin 1857 and then againaround 1876, but
generallysustained only as presidentof the churchin general conference duringthese years.

582 Data obtained from https://www.lds-general-conference.org/

583 https://youtu.be/51210cE1Vmg?t=9 m20s
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For the most complete and accurateoverview of succession after Joseph’s death, see The Mormon Hierarchy,

Origins of Power by D. Michael Quinn.

GERONTOCRACY

The early church leadership had members intheir 20s and anaverage age of about35. Due to regular apostasy of
leadershipinthe earlydays, the leadership stayed young during the Kirtland and Nauvoo periods. However,
Brigham Young established a system whereby leadership succession went to the senior member of the quorum of

the 12 and changed the rules for seniority, causingthe leadership toage. Olderleaders began selectingolder
replacements, which further increased the average age of the top leadership. In 2015, for a brief period the

average age of this primary leadership group was over 80 years old.>84
Lenard Arrington noted some practices which he thought should be changed to improve the LDS church?385:

¢ "Insistence on unanimity among the Twelve [apostles], which means that the most obstinate member,

the one holdingout againstthe rest, wins. ...

¢ "Insistenceon choosinga new president from the senior member of the Twelve. This means [the LDS

Church] will always havea presidentfar beyond his energetic, creative period of life."

584 http://archive.sltrib.com/article.php?id=2245029&itype=CMSID
585 http://archive.sltrib.com/article.php?id=3991307&itype=CMSID
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586

Inthe 1970s,the Quorum of the 70 established a policy whereby a retirement age of 70 was established. This

mitigated problems associated with aginginthat quorum.587

Other movements such as the Community of Christhave emeritus status for both the Quorum of the 12 and for
the Prophet, though this has not been publically proposed within the modern LDS movement. The resultis that
there have been large periods of time when the person officiallyin charge of the church (the president or prophet)

has been partially or fully mentally incapacitated for long periods of time duringtheir tenure.>88

SPLINTERING OF ZION

When Joseph died, he was the clear leader within Mormonism. However, before this time many had left the
movement or “apostatized” due to the changingdoctrine, changinglocations, or ethical problems associated with
Joseph. Some of the key periods and events of the early church are as follows:

1) New York Period (1829-1832)
2) Kirtland Period (1832-1837)

586 https://imgur.com/gallery/JOIZ8 and https://redd.it/7blyzu

587 See https://youtu.be/51210cE1Vmg?t=1m13s

588 David 0. McKay (1967-1970); Spencer Kimball,1981-85. Ezra Benson, 1993-1994., Thomas Monson, 2015-2017.
See also: https://www.dialoguejournal.com/archive/dialogue-premium-content/fall-2016/ Gerontocracy and the
Future of Mormonism, pg 89.
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3) Missouri Period (1835-1840)
4) Nauvoo Period (1838-1846)

Duringthe New York period, there was relative equality within the membership. All members could receive
revelations, talkin tongues, castout devils, etc. Many members had seer stones and the leadership consisted of

the firstand second elder (Joseph and Oliver). The New York period is a period of mysticismand frontier magic.

The Kirtland period was a time of organization and relativecalm. There were visionsinthe temple, but use of seer
stones was less common®>8°. During atleastthe earlyyears of this period, the traditional Christian notion of the

trinity was accepted. Duringthis period, the basic doctrines of the afterlifetook form.

The Nauvoo period included a rapid expansion of doctrineand power. The leader became much more
authoritarian duringthese years and new doctrines regardingthe afterlifeand polygamy were introduced. Now
polygamists were the only ones to go to the highestpart of heaven, God was an exalted man, and leadership was

clearly top down.

Various splinter groups general reflect the doctrines and beliefs of one of these periods. The Brighamite
movement (LDS church)is a continuation of the Nauvoo period. The RLDS church5%0 reflects the teachings and
attitudes of the Kirtland period. The Whitmer and Page movements reflect the teachings and belief of the Nauvoo

period.

One of the more interesting and prominent splinter groups was started by Joseph Strange after the death of Smith.
Strange claimed to have a set of plates which he translated. These plates were seen by 1000s of people and the
characters actually corresponded to the translated text. Many of the early saints followed Strange, includingthe
bulk of the surviving witnesses of the Book of Mormon. Whileoriginally resistantto polygamy, Strange later
embraced itand had 4 wives. The Strange movement died out after he was murdered and the local mob dispersed

the followers after takingall of their material possessions.>°1

After the Brighamites went to Utah, the appearanceof new splinter groups continued. Often, the formation of
these groups corresponded to the changing of doctrine by the main body of the church. The following events
contributed to the formation of splinter movements:

1) The introduction of polygamy
2) The end of polygamy
3) Givingpriesthoodto the blacks

GATHERING OF ZION AND SPREADING IT OUT

The concept of Zion and the gathering of the saints was established shortly after the founding of the churchin
1830. The official, scriptural area for this gatheringis Jackson County, Missouri. Itwas prophesied by Joseph Smith
that a temple would be builtthere in the lifetime of those livingwhen he gave the talk,and that Christwould

appear there atthe time of his “second coming”. This belief,insome form, is still held by members of the church.

589 The white seer stone was used in the Book of Abraham translation project duringthis period.

590 The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christof Latter Day Saints is currently known as the Community of Christ.
591 See https://youtu.be/-TVU1ikJ9po?t=49m5s and
https://bycommonconsent.com/2008/09/03/hymns-in-the-key-of-strang/
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The headquarters of the church was splitbetween Kirtland and Jackson County inthe mid 1830s. Although the
effective Zion would move to Nauvoo Illinois,and later SaltLake City Utah, the concept was generallythe same.
Brigham Young taught in 1844 that “North and South American is Zionas soon as the Temple is done and you get
your endowments”>92, After the church began to become establishedin Salt Lake, members were sent to establish
communities in the surroundingstates includingareas in ldaho, Nevada, Wyoming, and Arizona. In the 1880s,
settlements were alsoestablishedin Cardston Alberta, Canada and Mexico to avoid the harassments of the US

government caused by the continuing practice of polygamy.

The emphasis on gathering slowed after 1900°23, Part of the reason for this may have been the ban on emigration
by the Danish government based on ongoing polygamy concerns. In partbecause almostall temples were located
in Utah, many members emigrated to get their endowments and never returned to their native lands. Even
though the practice of gatheringwas actively discouraged by the 1950s°%4, the effect of these early communities
remains and influences the populations of believers inthe movement today. The areas includingUtah, northern
Arizona, and southern Idaho areknown as the “Mormon Corridor”.

592 Joseph Smith Jr., History of the Church of Jesus Christof Latter/day Saints, ed. B.H. Roberts, 7:258 as quoted in
The Mysteries of Godliness pg70.

593 https://archive.org/stream/millennialstar6921eng#page/324/mode/2up

534 http://emp.byui.edu/satterfieldb/Papers/Papers/ChurchHistoryScatteringGatheringForClass.htm
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Startingaround 1980, leadership began de-emphasizing the American nature of the Mormon religionand tried to
emphasizeitas a global movement. This has ledto a de-emphasis of America as the ‘choiceland’ or ‘promised
land’ (as outlinedin the Book of Mormon). After 2000, the growth of the church has been most signi ficantin
South America and Africa. This is consistent with other similar religious movements such as the JWs>%¢ and
Adventism>®7. Recent researchindicates thatChristiansare mostreligious inthe US, South America, and Africa.>%8

595 https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/35/LDS Percentage _of Population_2000.PNG

596 https://youtu.be/fc0jzoufdTc?t=550

597 http://www.geocurrents.info/cultural-geography/religion/the-global-spread-of-heterodox-christianity

598 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/08/22 /the-worlds-most-committed-christians-live-in-africa-latin-
america-and-the-u-s/
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Emphasis on American terms vs. the worldwide nature of the church in general conference talks>%®

CORPORATE MORMONISM

Large grown was difficultfor the Utah based religion. Inthe 1950s,itwas quickly evolving from a small,
manageable, Utah-based religion toa world-wide religion. The religion had attracted members from many places
in Europe for more than 75 years, but now itwas askingthem to stayin Europe and build up units there. Sizable
units were also beingestablishedinJapan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Korea, and elsewhere. A new level of coordination
was required to maximize growth andto create a consistentexperience across theorganization.

THE EARLY CORPORATIQNG®90

The early Mormon Church was established, atleastin part, as a money-making venture. The Book of Mormon was
sold ata healthy profit, and this was to be used by Joseph Smith to support his family. However, Joseph had a
number of ups and downs financiallyand arguably was not particularly good atcorporate governance. Changing
the church effectively from a religious body to a religious body that acted and functioned likea corporation would

come later. The seeds of this happened duringthe mid-1800s in Utah. Accordingto historian Michael Quinn:

"In 1870 Brigham Young publicly announced a revelation for Mormons to investina railroad.In 1881 John
Taylor privately dictated a revelation to organizean iron company, and in 1883 another revelation to

599 Frequency of various terms by decade in General Conference addresses. Data from https://www.lds-general-

conference.org/

600 For an excellent overview of the corporate nature of the church and how this evolved, see:
http://puremormonism.blogspot.com/2010/10/how-corporatism-has-undermined-and.html
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investtithing funds ina gold mine. Inthe 1890's the hierarchy gavecertain men the religious 'calling' or

obligationtoinvestthousands of dollarseachinasugar company.”

This focus on the financial over the spiritual was startingtotake its toll onthe Church.Brigham Young, Jr.
feltit had all gone too far. “There is too much time given to Corporations, stocks, bonds, policies, etc. by
our leaders to pleaseme,” he wrote in his diary, “We areinall kinds of businessinterests. Even the
members of the Twelve represent businesses which arejealous of each other and almostready to fight

each other.”601

Accordingto one blogger:

Sometime around 1900, the office of Trustee-in-Trust was reformed, then a few years later the financial
interests of the "Church" were protected under the “Corporation of the Presiding Bishop.” Finallyin 1923,
church lawyers found The Holy Grail:a rare, little known, and hardly ever used mode of incorporation

known as The Corporation Sole.

Virtually unknown in America, and tracingits originstoancientRoman law, the corporationsolewas the
way the vastriches of the Holy Catholic Church had been protected under Emperor Constantine. All

financial power was vested in one man -in their casethe pope, inour case, the prophet. 602

Inthe corporatecharter, “the President” is mentioned. The word “Prophet” doesn't appear. This incorporation
was not necessary for tax purposes, but did allowthe “Corporation”to create rules for automatic succession to the
head of the 12 apostles. Church bureaucracy was born. No longer would there be any question with respect to
succession withinthechurch. The longestservingapostiewould control the Corporation of the President of the
Church of Jesus Christof Latter Daysaints. The official nameof the churchis a trademark of Intellectual Reserves,
a subsidiary of the Corporation. Intellectual Reserves also owns the membership records of all members, pastand

present.

RISING THROUGH THE RANKS

Inthe church, most callings areassociated with a gender. The vastmajority of leadership positions areopenonly
to males who hold the priesthood. Ingeneral, a personserves as a bishop priortoservingas a stake president.
Those called to be members of the firstquorum of the 70 areformer mission presidents, temple presidents, or
stake presidents®%3. The church records information from interviews with these individuals duringregular
interviews inorder to create a listof candidates for new 70s. Apostles are chosen from the 70s. The vetting
process for choosingleaders takes a number of years and allows the organization to choose leaders, many of
whom have been members for 4 or more generations, who areheavilyinvested inthe movement and unlikely to

apostatize.

(UN)PAID CLERGY

Mormonism has always had someform of paid clergy. Inthe earlychurch,Joseph Smith and his family members
were perhaps the main beneficiaries. Brigham Youngused his positiontoachievesignificantwealthin Utah®%4, By

601 http://puremormonism.blogspot.se/2010/10/how-corporatism-has-undermined-and.html

602 |bid.

603 John Dehlininan interview in 2018:https://voutu.be/x8UueyVIw-0?t=58m14s

604 BY’s estate was valued at morem than 1 million USD atthe time of his death, but it was determined that more
than a million of this was owed to the church so family members splitthe remaining $224,000. See
http://www.utlm.org/onlineresources/brighamyoungsestate.htm
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the 1860s, bishops and stake presidents were both paid positions. Bishops were paid up to 8% of the tithing
revenue of their ward and Stake presidents received 2% of the tithingincome of their stakes. By about 1900 these
payments were withdrawn with the last payments of this kind occurring probably no later than 1920995,

General authorities continued to be compensated after bishop and stake presidents no longer were. David McKay
standardized payment levels so that all general authorities received equal compensation during his term. As of
2012, the annual compensation (living allowance) for members of the 12 apostles and quorum of the 70 is about
120,000 USD/year. Inaddition,they receive unspecified benefits which may includehousingallowances, vehicle
allowances, education allowances for children, etc. Mission presidents also receive benefits for themselves and

their dependents.

TITHING - THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN

Mormons believe inthe law of tithing. This was defined by Bishop Edward partridge in 1837 as “two cents on the
dollar or one fiftieth of what we are worth after deducting what we owe.”®%6 This was redefined in July of 1838 via
arevelation which was dictated by Joseph Smith. Itstated that all surplus property was to be given to the church.
After that, members were required to pay annually: “And after that, those who have thus been tithed shall pay

one-tenth of all their interest annually”607

Modificationsand collection of 1/10t" of ones increase were made in the followingyears, with the quorum of the
12 votingthemselves exempt from payingtithingin 1845.598 Between 1851 and 1870, saints who failed to pay
their tithings risked excommunication, though it appears that this was rarely enforced. Insome cases, leaders
excused people from paying tithingdue to their extreme poverty. Brigham Young estimated that members only
paid1/10th of 1/10t"—or 1% in tithing.

Inan effort to increase payments, Taylor instituted the firstrequirement for tithing payment as a prerequisite for
temple attendance in1881. As temples were requiredto get into the highest order of heaven (as was plural
marriage), for the firsttime a person’s contributions were associated with their ability to achievesalvation within
Mormonism. In May of 1899, Lorenzo Snow dropped the requirement of giving 10% of one’s personal wealth upon
conversion but required 10% of the annual income.®%° The requirement for tithe payingin order to get into the
temple was repeated and emphasizedin April of 1910910, but became a formal requirement in1921.

After 1908, Mormons were discouraged from payingtithinginlabor, personal property, livestock, and produce. At
this time cash was requested. However, instructions for receiving produce, etc., continued to existin the
leadership manuals (Bishops handbook) through about 1950. More recently, some Mormons (particularly those
who arewealthy) pay tithinginstocks and/or bonds.

605 https://www.sunstonemagazine.com/pdf/102-17-29.pdf

606 Donald Q. Cannon and Lyndon W. Cook, eds., Far West Record: Minutes of The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-
day Saints, 1830-40 (SaltLake City: Deseret Book Co., 1983),131; compare to Howard D. Swainston, 'Tithing,' in
Ludlow, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 4:1481.

607 D&C 119:1,4.

608 http://Ids-church-history.blogspot.com/2010/12/Ids-history-summary.html

609 Richard O.Cowan, The Churchinthe Twentieth Century (SaltLake City: Bookcraft, 1985),16-17; Richard Edgley
and Wilford G. Edling, 'Finances of the Church,'and Maureen Ursenbach Beecher and Paul Thomas Smith, 'Lorenzo
Snow,' in Ludlow, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 2:508, 3:1370; E. Jay Bell, 'The Windows of Heaven Revisited: The
1899 Tithing Revelation,' Journal of Mormon History 20 (Spring 1994): 45-83.

610 williamH.Smart diary, 5 Apr. 1910, Manuscripts Division, MarriottLibrary. Smartwas a stake president in Utah.
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As of 2015, itis estimated that between about 30-40 percent of all North American Mormons pay tithing (or 10%
of their annual income) to the church. Thisis similartothe activity rateinthe US. Thisis aboutdouble the rate of
giving compared to other denominations requiringsimilaractivity levels and accounts for the relative wealth of the

church.
Percent of payers of Tithing in a stake
35.00%
palygamy ending.
Church in finanical ruin
30.00%
25.00% |
| Joseph F. Smith
20.00% ¥ becomes president of I
church
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Lorenzo Snow gives tithing
10.00% talks - "Windows of heaven"
based on a revelation
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get into the temple
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0.00%
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http://lds-church-history.blogspot.com/2010/12/lds-history-summary. html
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Tithingit taught to be the key to unlocking prosperity. Tithingand donations from even the poorest members is

encouraged and required for good standinginthe movement.

Now we have been teaching people invery poor circumstances ... materially speaking, materially poor
circumstances. And we teach them God’s law of prosperity. What is thatlaw of prosperity? We call it
tithing. Now | have lived long enough to see the changes that come to a nation when its citizens startto
paytithing. Why do we teach tithingto the poor? Because it takes the poverty out of the children, out of
the people. Heavenly Father made a promise to His children. Itis recorded in the firstbook of the Old
Testament, and inthe lastbook of the Old Testament, and many times in between: That the windows of
heaven will beopen to the tithe-payers. Blessings would be poured out among the people. So we teach

tithing to the poor. So they won’t be poor anymore.512

Not all countries providea net positivetithingincome for the church. Countries known to providea positivenet
income to the churchas of2010include: USA, Canada, England, andJapan. There are probably 2-3 other
countries on this list. Mostcountries in South America, Africa,and Europe use more funds than they providevia
tithing.

THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL PROSPER

Also known as “The Gospel of Prosperity”, there is a widespread beliefin Mormonism that everyone is equal

before the lord, but those who aredoing well financially areslightly “moreequal”. Itis believed that the Lord
blesses thosethat keep the commandments materially and wealthy individuals within the church are therefor
considered by at leastsome to be more righteous. Bishops, Stake Presidents, Mission Presidents, and General

611 Based on a study done in 1994. See Figure 2 in https://www.purdue.edu/crcs/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/Hoge-Yang.pdf
612 M. Russel Nelson, Apr 2018 speakingin Asia. See https://redd.it/8dvzzc
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Authorities are often chosen from wealthy individuals.623 Persons holding high leadership positionsare more likely

to have advanced degrees than the general church population.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

Sinceat leastthe 1840s,the LDS church has presented figures to the public which do notaccurately portray the
number of activemembers. In 1844,at Joseph’s death, the official newspaper claimed a membership of “not less
than 200,0007614. Modern LDS sources listthe figure atabout 26,000615,

Growth inthe early church was generally positive, though very s poradic. There was negative growth duringthe
final years of the 1850s, probably as theresultof the Reformation of 1856 to 1857. Duringthis event, members
were asked to answer a number of questions regardingtheir beliefs andin some places the membership rolls were
purged of less-committed members, includingthosewho refused to be re-baptized into the movement.1¢

Polygamy was atits peak and women were routinely married at ages of between about 14-16 duringthese years.

In more recent times, the membership has been estimated to be above 16 Million by LDS leaders (2018). The
estimated active membership is about 5 million, with an activity rate of roughly 30%-35%.517 Activity rates vary
widely by geographical location, as well asbased on age, sex, etc. There are more activefemales than males, with
the radio being 60/40 or higher in certain age groups and locations.%18

The LDS church defines the following as members:

1) Childrenage 0-9 that have been given a blessingin church.
2) Everyone who is baptizedinto the church, until they are 110 years of age unless they are recorded as

dying

Until about 1989, the only way to leave the church was via excommunication or death®®. Though the concept of
resignation was forced upon the Mormon Church by the US Supreme Court, church leaders now encourage some
members to resignto avoid the excommunication process. Most of those who leave the church do soviainactivity

and few members formallyresign.620

In 2014, a presentation was given by churchinsiders which provided the followinginformation which may or may

not be correct®?!, Accordingto the source:

e  A48% Percent of Mormons lived in US or Canada

613 When calling new stake presidencies, the member of the 70 who is visitingthe area receives a listof the top 10
tithing payers inthe geographicarea. These 10 individuals are often interviewed and in many cases one of them
may be called as thenew leader of the stake. Arrington, the former Church Historian stated that he wished that
the church would stop “Appointing the highest tithe payers to positions of leadership rather than the most capable
orworthy.” http://archive.sltrib.com/article.php?id=3991307&itype=CMSID

614 See Times and Seasons Vol 5 #13 under “communications”.
http://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/cdm/ref/collection/NCMP1820-1846/id/8375

615 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of Jesus Christ of latter-day_Saints_membership_history Note:
Quinnlists thenumber as being less than 26,000.

616 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Reformation (LDS) of 1856-1857

617 http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/sltrib/lifestyle/57369318-80/church-percent-lds-growth.html.csp

618 http://utahvalley360.com/2015/08/28/utah-women-know-single-numbers/

619 http://www.mormonnomore.com/legal-precedent

620 https://quitmormon.com/stats

621 http://brucefey.blogspot.com/2014/10/1ds-spokesman-breaks-down-membership.html
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e 37%Lived in Mexico, Central, or South America
e 3%inEurope

e 3%inAfrica

e 3%inOceana

e 7%inAsia

Another chartindicated:

e 42%Adult Female

e 35%Adult Male

e 13%inPrimary(age 1-12)

e 10%areyouth (12-18)

e 36% Attend sacramentmeeting weekly (activity rate?)

e 5%can’tread or write

e 21%liveincountries with less than $9,200 per person GDP.
e 48%joinedthe churchafter 1995.

Annual Growth (5 year average)
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The 5-year averaged growth in 2017 was the lowest since 1859%22, Based on extrapolation,itis predicted that the
LDS church will continueto experience positivegrowth through atleastabout2026. Much of this growth will likely
occurinsouth-east Asia, South America, and Africa.

SHARING THE GOSPEL

Missionary work has been a tenant of Mormonism sincethe 1830s, with missionaries firstgoingto England and
other European countries inthe late 1830s. The firstmissionaries (Oliver Cowdery and Martin Harris) would
preach and endeavored to sell copies of the Book of Mormon. Early missionaries were often married with families.

622 Graph is based on data taken from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Church _of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints_membership_history
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Startingin the 1850s, they would sometimes bring home additional plural brides®23, Even after the turn of the

century, married men continued to go out to preach.

Startingaround 1930, and certainly after the lastpolygamist prophetof the LDS church died in 1945%24, the
polygamistlabel/image was something which the church worked hard to shed. Growth was a priority. It
accomplished this though anintensive marketing campaign and by sendingout an army of missionaries. This effort
was particularly successfulin the years after World War Il. Europe was in ruins and America was ina unique
position of cultural dominancearound the world. Missionaries weresent to a variety of countries in Europe, South
America, and Asia. In many countries, membership growth rates were high. Overall church growth was as high as

about 6% per year, more than double the population growth at the time.

Missionary conversions increased significantly after the introduction of Anderson Planinabout1949,.625
Missionaries areencouraged to use techniques similarto high-pressuresales tactics including notaccepting ‘no’

for an answer Vi

Startingaround the mid-1950s, all males wereencouraged to go on a 2 year mission when they were intheir early
20s. Foreign missionaries served for 3 years in order for them to become more proficientin their teaching
languages. In 1960, the minimum age was reduced from 20 to 19 years®2®, A trainingcenter was establishedin
Provo to trainthe missionaries invarious languages and to allowfor crash courses in foreign cultural religious
beliefs627. Mission presidents began serving for a standardized 3 year term & many practices were establis hed that

remaintoday.

Beginning inthe 1960s and continuingin some cases into the early 1980s, some missionaries in England, Brazil, the
Philippines, Japan,and elsewhere were encouraged to baptizeyoung people without teachingthem details about
the church. These areoften known as baseball-baptisms because the potential converts often came from church
sponsored sports leagues.528

A few policies havesince been modified resultingin shorter missions (2 years for all malemissionaries)and
younger ages for the missionaries. As of 2014, young men are encouraged to serve atage 18 and young women at

age 19.

623 Source needed.

624 The |lastchurch presidentwho was a polygamist while he was prophet was Joseph F. Smith who died in1918.
625 See https://publications.mi.byu.edu/fullscreen/?pub=1092&index=6 and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard Lloyd Anderson This was alsoknown as the Anderson-Bankhead plan.
626 https://askgramps.org/when-did-the-church-start-sending-out-19-year-old-missionaries/

627 Established about1961-1963. https://askgramps.org/when-did-the-church-start-sending-out-19-year-old-
missionaries/

628 https://www.sunstonemagazine.com/pdf/093-30-44.pdf
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Opportunities to sharethe “gospel” are not to be missed. Funeral services aredesigned as a converting tool as
people in mourning are more “teachable”.62° Missionaries areencouraged to see out people who may be going

through significantlifechanges as they are more susceptibleto conversion during these periods 639,

Mormons encourage their members to have largefamilies,and familysizes of 5-7 children were not uncommon
between the 1930s-1970s. Onaverage, Mormons had families with 1-3 more children than their larger

communities®31,

CORRELATION

The Mormon Church decided to address issues associated with growth by modifyingtheir hierarchyinsuch a way
as to all fora more structural control both of doctrine and leadership. The resultingsystemis known as

correlation.
Correlation had a number of consequences including the following:

e Power was centralized, with the quorum of the 12 under the direction of the firstpresidency having
directauthority and management of all other organizations withinthechurch. Previously,
organizations suchasthe primary andrelief society had significantly moreautonomy. The office of
the presiding patriarch (historically a descendantof Joseph or Hyrum Smith) was dissolved.

e Churchmagazines were brought under directcontrol of the quorum of the 12. Advertisingwithin
these magazines was eliminated. Doctrine became more tightly controlled.

e The Relief Society which had previously been largely autonomous were reorganized directly under
the control of the Quorum of the 12. The leader of this organization would no longer serve until
death. This change was notimmediate, but the firstwoman to stop serving prior to their death was
Belle Spafford who was releasedin 1974 (about 1 year after Spencer W. Kimball started to lead the
LDS church). She had served about 40 years at the time. The next leader served 10 years,and5 years
became standardized serviceperiodin 1997.

e Allteaching material and publicationsincludinglessons for the missionaries becamestandardized and
controlled by what would become the Priesthood Correlation Department. This allowed for a single
message with respect to both history and doctrine. Church Sundayschool lessons werealso
standardized, meaning that the same lessons would be taught around the world on any given Sunday.
All material was written in SLC in English and then translated to various languages for distribution.

e Alltithingand donations went directly to headquarters and wards/units received back a relatively

small allowancebased on their attendance.?32

629 Bishops presideand speak at all Mormon funerals. They areinstructed to concentrate on teachingthe gospel
rather than on the deceased. "Many attend funerals who do not come to church regularly. They come subdued in
spirit and are teachable. How sad when an opportunity for conversion is lost because a funeral is less than it might
have been." https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1988/10/funerals-a-time-for-reverence?lang=eng

630 This includes deaths, births, moving, changing employment, etc. See
https://www.lds.org/broadcasts/archive/worldwide-missionary-broadcast/2016/01?lang=eng working with
members, retention, and activation. Alsoavailablehere: https://voutu.be/w9y26iFXBi4?t=4m30s

631 This does not apply to communities where largefamilies were encouraged by other competing religions, such as
Catholicism.

632 This change occurredin 1990. See http://puremormonism.blogspot.se/2010/10/how-corporatism-has-
undermined-and.html
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D. Michael Quinn has joked that the purpose of correlationis to make surethat a general authority visiting
anywhere inthe world should feel at home. Whilethis maybe an exaggeration, the level of consistencyacross
diversecultures is significant. The meetings are similar, with similar meeting schedules and lesson material in

countries around the world.

The process of correlation was nota singleevent, but rather an evolutionary power shiftwhich occurred over a
number of years and leaders as the bureaucracy evolved. However, some of the most significantchanges
occurred around 1970 and inthe early 805633,

As the church became more corporate and more institutionalized, the number of prophecies given by church
leaders had decreased as illustrated below:
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Number of prophecies of LDS prophets, 1830-present®34

MISSION STATEMENT

In 1981, Spencer Kimball outlined the 3-fold mission of the church as follows:

1) Proclaimthe gospel
2) Perfect the Saints
3) Redeem the dead.

In 2009, a fourth element®3> was added:

4) To Carefor the Poor and Needy.

SURVEYS AS A BASIS FOR POLICY

633 See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priesthood Correlation Programfor a brief overview of correlation.
634 http://www.afterallwecando.com/count-of-modern-lds-prophecies

635 http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/faith/ci 13965607
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The followingis a partial listsurveys conducted sinceabout 1988 which are conducted by the research branch of

the church and which may be used to influence policy decisions:®36
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18.
19.

1988 Temple Survey

Survey on Garments and Temple Clothing; SLTrib articleon the garments survey

March 2014 Survey on the Essays

Survey on Women andthe Priesthood, Apostasy

Survey on Same Sex Issues
2015 Youth Survey

Survey on Sabbath Observance

Survey on Beliefs in Mormon Doctrines - oh, and go see Meet the Mormons, too!

September 2014 Member Panel Survey

. Survey on Technology Usage

. Survey aboutControversial Topics,includingsamesex marriage,essays,and mission agechange

. Church Service Mission Slogan Survey
. 1999 Surveys on Less-Active Members and Reactivated Members - referenced in 1999 GC talk

. 1991 Surveys of Single Members' Concerns
. Member Trends Surveys, 2005-2013, see footnote 4
. Focus Groups on Mission Age Change (note, this is ananecdotal account)

. The New “Gospel Topics” Articles on LDS.org that Deal with ChallengingInformation —Feedback from

Bishops and Active Adult Members inthe USA - Sept 2014
A survey regardinggays inthe churchin 2017637

Survey regarding church history catalogue.®38

The church does not comment on these surveys or and often does not acknowledge them, though they are often

commissioned by the Quorum of the 12 and other leadership groups who later reviews the results. As of 2017, the

church hadabout 30 sociologists and other social scientists in their employ. They are responsiblefor surveys &

test marketing of new programs, curriculums, etc.

REVELATION

Revelation inthe early church consisted of people claimingto receive divineguidancefrom God. Revelations were

common, and the cannon grew rapidly. After the death of Joseph Smith, the number of revelations decreased

markedly, as did the number of canonized revelations. No president of the church after Joseph Smith has added

more than 2 revelations to the cannon of LDS scripture.

In 1995, The Proclamation on the Family was released®3°. Although it may not have been written for this purpose,
it was referenced by church lawyers when they tried to gain standing to be involvedinan ongoing legal dispute

regardinggay marriagein Hawaiiin 1996. Richard Wilkins, a Law professor at BYU, may have been the primary

author prior to review by the Q15%4°, Accordingto Packer,all of the Q15 were involved in reviewing the document

636 https://redd.it/46eug]

637 https://redd.it/7aZjih

638 Sept 2019: https://imgur.com/a/zlsncFh
639 This was the 5t proclamation released by the LDS church. See the footnote 15 under:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Family: A Proclamation_to the World

640 https://redd.it/74303a
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andin (atleast) the final wording of the document.®4! Authorship by anyone outside of the Q15 has not been

publically acknowledged by the church.

POLITICAL NEUTRALITY

The official policy of the churchis as follows:

The Church is neutral regarding political parties, political platforms, and candidates for political office. The
Church does not endorse any political party or candidate. Nor does itadvise members how to vote. %42

In practice, Mormons inthe US are the most republican voting block of al | major religions with 70% republican
supporters and about 19% democratic.%43 The lasttime Utah voted for a democratic presidential candidate was in
1964 (LBJ).

Mormons often voted as a blockearlyon (1830s-1840s). When Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and Hyrum Smith ran
for political officein the 1840s, the 12 apostles were sent on campaigning missions. DuringJoseph Smith’s
presidential bid, there were more missionaries than atany point previouslyinthe church and they were virtually
all campaigningon his behalf. Block voting was one of the reasons that people inthe local communities around
Mormon settlements were so upset with the Mormons. Whilepolitical party block votingis now officially
discouraged, the Church regularly takes a stanceon what itterms “moral issues”. Inthe 1960s, this included
fightingagainstcivil rights legislation. Thechurch sponsored an activecampaign to defeat the ERA inthe 1970s,
and has worked to defeat all marriageequalityinitiatives sincethe early90s. These efforts were placedinthe
limelight after the high-profileeffort to pass proposition 8 in Californiain 2008. Itis estimated that about half of
the 40 million USD raised to pass the measure was donated by members atthe urgingof their leadership. The
initiative passed with 52% of the popular vote.5** The victory was short-lived when the law was found
unconstitutional in 2010. After the backlash surroundingProp.8in California, thechurch may have chosen to take
a quieter approach with respect to lobbying.

MORMONS IN POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

Joseph Smith hada desire to create a theocracyand argued that this was the ideal form of government. The
theocracy which he preached was a tolerant form which included the freedom of religion for others. However, his
being anointed Kingand his run for President were seen as threatening by some, particularly when he enforced his
position of power through the destruction of the printing press for the Nauvoo Expositor.

Brigham Young followed the model established by Joseph and was the territorial governor from 1850-1858 until
the federal government appointed a replacement. Whilethe council of the 50 continued to exist and meet into
the 1880s, the primary purposeduringthis period was simply to fight the federal government andin particular

various anti-polygamy measures. The last meeting wasin 1884.

Nevertheless, Mormons have been activein politics on a national level since Utah obtained statehood. In the early
20t century, anactive member of the Quorum of the 12 (Reed Smoot) served in congress. Benson took a leave

641 https://www.deseret.com/1999/11/15/19475657/1ds-church-leaders-speak-about-congress-of-families-br-
celebration-adds-impetus-to-1999-world-event

642 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-
policies/21.1?lang=eng& r=1#211

643 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/02/23/u-s-religious-groups-and-their-political-leanings/ft 16-02-
22 religionpoliticalaffiliation_640px-2/

644 http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/15/us/politics/15marriage.html
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fromthe 12 to serve as agricultural secretaryinthe 1950s under Eisenhower. He later espoused conspiracy
theories of the Birch society that Eisenhower was a communist which caused a falling-out with Eisenhower. More
recently, about 6% of the representatives inthe Senate are Mormon compared with 1.8% of the general

population.b4> This reflects a larger trend of various religious groups being overrepresented in the senate.

Though many Mormons benefited from and supported the liberal politics of FDR, these policies were publically
decried as beingsocialistbysomeinchurchleadershipincluding Grant, the prophet at the time. Since about the
mid 1960s, Mormons have voted overwhelmingly Republican.

NEPOTISM IN LEADERSHIP

The idea of family dynasty was manifest in several ways inthe early church. Joseph appointed several of his family
members to leading positions inthechurch. He father was the presiding patriarch. His brother Hyrum was the 15t
councilorinthefirstpresidencyin Nauvoo and would have most likely been the successor had henot been killed at
Carthage. His sonJoseph Smith |1l was blessed to be a future leader of the church and eventually became the 2"d
prophet for the Restored Church of Jesus Christ, the 2" |argestbranch of Mormonism. WilliamSmithwas an
apostleinthe LDS and later inthe Strangite movement. Emma Smith was the president of the Women’s Relief

Society — a lifetime calling which in many ways mirrored her husband’s propheticrole.

The trend to appointfamily members to key roles continued in the church for atleast150years and arguablystill
exists today. As Golden Kimball once quipped:

Some people saya person receives a positioninthis church through revelation, and others say they get it
through inspiration, butl saythey get itthrough relation.Ifl hadn't been related to Heber C. Kimball |

wouldn't have been a damn thing in this church.

Brigham Young ordained 3 of his sons to be apostles:John Willard Young, BrighamYoung Jr., and Joseph Angell
Young. OnlyBrigham Jr. ever became a member of the quorum of the 12 however. John served inthe first
presidency between 1876 and 1877 when itwas dissolved upon the death of his father. Due to changesinrules
regarding seniority, he did not become president of the church even though he was the most senior apostle. He

resigned as a counselor to the quorum of the 12 and was released in 1891.546

John Taylor’s sonJohn W. Taylor became anapostleat age 26 and was anapostle between 1884 and 1905. He was
one of two apostles dismissed fromthe quorum after the Smoot hearings due to his continued support for
performing new plural marriages.

Abraham O. Woodruff was the son of Wilford Woodruffand was made an apostlein 1897 at the age of 24. He

died prematurely of smallpoxin 1904.
Joseph Fielding Smith was the son of Joseph F. Smith and calledasanapostlein 1910 atthe age of 33.

For a better overview of nepotism within Mormonism®*7, see D. Michael Quinn’s The Mormon Hierarchy:
Extensions of Power pp 163-197,641-725,and 731-745.

645 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_affiliation_in_the_United States_Senate#Mormon

646 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lohn_Willard_Young

647 For a brief overview of nepotism in Mormonism, see: http://www.mrm.org/nepotism. There is some indication
that sincethe 1990s, the level of nepotism within the Quorum of the 12 has been decreasing.
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IMAGE MANAGEMENT

ADVERTISING
The firsteffort to produce a filmbythe church was undertaken in 1913 and entitled “One Hundred Years of
Mormonism”. It was an expensive undertaking at the time (52500) and received positive feedback from the

church members who viewed it.548

In 1929, the Mormon Tabernacle Choir began broadcasting a weekly radio programcalled Music and the Spoken
Word. The Choirtoured Europe inthe 50s and 60s and was part of the missionaryand PR campaign of the time.
This PR campaignis ongoing,and the choir has performed at the inaugurations of LBJ, George Bush Sr., Ronald

Reagan, George BushJr., and Donald Trump.

Publicrelationswork began inearnestin 1935 under the direction of Gordon B. Hinkley who would later become

the leader of the Mormon Church.

In 1935 the Church formed a Radio, Publicity,and Mission Literature Committee to develop ways to use
the latestcommunications media in missionary work. The committee produced filmstrips, pamphlets,
tracts, books, recordings, radio programs, and exhibits and supervised translations of the Book of
Mormon. Under President David O. McKay, the Church began to use professional public relations
consultants, who recommended that the Tabernacle Choir make recordings with the Philadelphia
Symphony Orchestra and worked to obtain press coverage of the Cumorah Pageant in New York. In 1957
the Church Information Service was begun, with a primary purposeto distributeaccurateinformation
about Church activities of interest to the general public. In 1972 the Church formed a Department of
Public Communications.®4°

From the early 70s through late 80s, the Mormon Church had an ongoing stream of TV commercials known as the
“Homefront” series which later became “Homefront Jr”. These were meant to promote values and to come across
as wholesome but not preachy. Many of these were made with the help of famous directors and many of the

stories were taken from actual experiences of the Mormon writers. Several are highly acclaimed.®>0

Startingin 2010, the “I’'m a Mormon” campaign consisted of a series of videos which is meant to show Mormons
for a variety of different walks of life. This Mormon add campaignis notunique as many faiths havesimilar
advertisingand branding strategies.?51 The point of the messages is to show that Mormons are normal people.
Doctrine and beliefs are not discussed. The churchinsists thatthis was not timed to reduce biases regarding Mitt
Romney or Jon Huntsman who were runningfor national political offices around thistime. Indeed, the campaign

continued long after the election.®52 This campaign was taken to Englandin 2013.53

648 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One Hundred Years of Mormonism

649 http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Public_Relations

650 http.//www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/julie-through-the-glass-the-rise-and-fall-of-the-mormon-tv-
commerical

651 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/01/25/faiths-ad-campaigns-chase n_813987.html

652 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/18/us/mormon-ad-campaign-seeks-to-improve-perceptions.html

653 https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=NJaxomX N4KY
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The LDS church has anannual Christmas advertisingcampaign. In 2015, itwas particularly successful and ranked
as one of the 10 most viewed.?>* In 2015, The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints with APCO Worldwide
was given an award (315t place) the crisis management campaign for “The Book of Mormon Musical Responseand

Launch of ‘Ask a Mormon’ Advertising Campaign”.6>>

It appears that Eldelman was the church’s primary PRfirm from about 1995-2008.5°6 APCO Worldwide started
doing PR work around 2007 for the Romney presidential campaign®°7 and has been the primary PR firm for the LDS
church sincesometime around 2008.5°8

THE NAME OF THE CHURCH

Mormon leaders teach that the name of their churchis a sign ofits divinity.5°° The Book of Mormon®¢? states:

“And how be itmy churchsaveit be calledin my name? For ifa church be calledin Moses’ name then it
be Moses’ church;or ifitbe calledinthe name of a man [like Mormon] then it be the church of a man;
but ifitbe calledinmyname then itis my church,ifitsobe that they are builtupon my gospel” (3 Nephi
27:8).

Historical names of the main branch of the Mormon Church are as follows:
Church of Christ—Apr 6 1830
The Church of the Latter Day Saints —3 May 1834%¢!
The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-Day Saints - 26 April 1838
At various times, the following names have also been used (mostly between 1834-1838):
The Church of Jesus Christ
The Church of God

The Church of Christof Latter DaySaints

MORMON VS. THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

654 http://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/lds/lds-church-s-a-savior-is-born-ad-campaign-th/article_e4fb21d0-
cf77-5b26-b774-5eb688600553.html

655 https://www.holmesreport.com/events-awards/sabre-awards/global-sabre-awards/2015-global-sabre-awards
656 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/402945/LDS-CHURCH-HIRES-ED ELMAN-WORLDWIDE.html?pg=all

657 http://www.philcooke.com/branding_mormons/

658 Sources are sparsethat this pointis based on conjecture.
https://www.exmormon.org/phorum/read.php?2,1430763

659 See for example: https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/the-importance-of-a-name?lang=eng

660 The book of Mormon is the foundational scriptural work of the religion, dictatedin 1829, 1 year prior to the
founding of the Mormon sect

661 This is the name used on the Kirtland Temple.
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In 1995, the LDS church hired Eldelman (a Jewish owned PR firm) to help with its public relations.®62 Eldelman has
had some scandalsassociated with their clients in the pastincludingwork done for Microsoftto avoid anti -trust
lawsuits and creatinga false “grass roots” campaign with the backing of Walmart.6%3

The firstmove was changingthe logo of the churchto emphasize Jesus Christand de-emphasize Latter-Day Saints:

(old) (new)
tHE CHURCH oF THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST JESUS CHRIST
oF LATTER-DAY OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
SAINTS

1974-1995 (left) and post 1995 (right) church logos

Church President David O. McKay said "the Saints were firstcalled Christians. [twas firstapplied to them in
derisionjustas theword 'Mormon' was firstapplied to the Churchinthis day, but later was accepted as an

honorable title."

Startingin around 2001, a policy was putinplace(alsopresumably proposed by Eldelman) to reduce the usage of
Mormon when referring to the Church.®®* The policies were proposed internally by the Public Affairs Committee

and the Missionary Executive Council.
The official policyis:

Referring to the Churchas “the Mormon Church,” “the Latter-day Saints Church,” or “the LDS Church” is

discouraged 66>
Accordingto the minutes where the topic was discussed®©®:

The term “Mormon fundamentalist”is specifically discouraged becauseit implies a connection with the
Church by third parties who have no such affiliation and who espouse beliefs and engage in practices like

polygamy that are forbidden by Church doctrine.667

This is slightly ironic given thatthe church has never officially stopped believingin polygamy, only forbiddingits
practiceinaccordancewith law.

662 http://www.deseretnews.com/article/402945/LDS-CHURCH-HIRES-ED ELMAN-WORLDWIDE.html?pg=all
663 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edelman_(firm)#Notable work

664 http://www.nytimes.com/2001/02/19/us/adapting-mormon-to-emphasize-christianity.html

665 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-
policies/21.1?lang=eng& r=1#211 section21.1.34

666 https://www.docdroid.net/LaF5sVU/executive-council-minutes.pdf.html#page=16

667 Note that the Church has never officially stopped believingin polygamy, only forbiddingits practicein
accordancewithlaw.

137


http://www.deseretnews.com/article/402945/LDS-CHURCH-HIRES-EDELMAN-WORLDWIDE.html?pg=all
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edelman_(firm)#Notable_work
http://www.nytimes.com/2001/02/19/us/adapting-mormon-to-emphasize-christianity.html
https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-policies/21.1?lang=eng&_r=1#211
https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-policies/21.1?lang=eng&_r=1#211
https://www.docdroid.net/LaF5sVU/executive-council-minutes.pdf.html#page=16

In spite of not wanting to use the Mormon term, the church has attempted to own the term by trademarkingit
andlimitingits use by others including other splinter groups which tracetheir history to Joseph Smith and the early
Mormon movement.®%8

As of about 2015, the usage of Mormon was okay. This was based on research conducted by the LDS church.®6? In
2018, Nelson changed courseand discouraged the usage of this term.670 This resulted in the change of the names
of many institutions including the Mormon Tabernacle Chior (Tabernacle Chior at Temple Square), LDS.org

(www.churchofjesuschrist.org/), mormon.org (www.comeuntochrist.org/), etc.

PLAUSIBLE DENIABILITY

When Mark Hofmann sold a series of forgeries to the LDS churchinthe early 1980s, the LDS church received
significantnegative publicity. Gordon B. Hinkley of the first presidency had met with Hofmann on a number of
occasionsto make the purchases. Churchfunds and artifacts, in excess of $40,000 and possibly much higher
sums®’I had been used to make the purchases. The materials which were purchased were only brought to light
after Hofmann planted rumors of their existence and the church was pressuredto do so. The material was
embarrassingas it,among other things, talked about a salamander leadingthe way to the Golden Plates.
However, arguably more embarrassingwas thatchurchleadership had publically argued thatthe salamander was
simply another description for angel Moroni.®’2 The highest levels of church leadership, who claimto receive
directiondirectly from God, had been fooled by a conman. When Hoffmann later killed two people as partof the
cover-up (and nearlykilled himself), localand national law enforcement got involved and requested that Hinkley
testify in court. This testimony was avoided as partof a plea agreement and possiblyin partas the resultof
perjury by Hinkley®73, Oaks,alawyer and member of the 12 apostles accused the press of "'some of the most
sustained andintense Latter-day Saints Church-bashingsincethe turn of the century" for their coverage of the

affair.674

After the Hoffmann affair (and arguably before), the church never again wanted to be ina situation where it
appeared that they had engaged in unethical activities. Although one canargue that the practiceof usingfront
organizations and other non-church entities to do the dirty work goes backto the Dannites inthe 1830s, renewed
efforts began inthe 1980s.

One method employed is to have wealthy church members purchaseartifacts thatthe church wishes to own and
then have them donate them to the church. The member receives a tax rebate for makinga charitable
contribution and the value of the contributionis generallyinsignificantrelativeto their incomes. The church gets

668 https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2016/02/not-mormonr-still-mormon

669 See https://youtu.be/BErrfz7XL-g?t=21m40s where a former employee discusses this.

670 https://www.cnn.com/2018/08/17/us/mormon-church-name-trnd/index.html

671 Some sources listthe figure as about $900,000. However, itisimportantto keep in mind that many of the
purchases were made by wealthy church members who were encouraged to purchasethe items as private
individualsandthen to donate them to the church.

672 1985 CES Doctrine and Covenants Symposium," pages 22-23. See
http://www.utlm.org/onlinebooks/trackingconfessions2.htm or the originaltalk here:
http://mormonexpositor.com/refmaterial /45/ReadingChurchHistory-Oaks-CES.pdf Note: Hinkleylater argued
that these events were simply partof a recycled criticismof the church and the people who believed the forgeries
were deceived ina conference talk: https://www.lds.org/ensign/1985/09/keep-the-faith?lang=eng

673 Hinkley claimed limited contact with Hofmann, in spite of evidence that they met on more than 30 occasions.
The content of these conversations never came to lightas Hinkley claimed thathe could not remember any of this.
674 http://www.nytimes.com/1987/08/09/us/mormon-official-castigates-press.html
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the item which they wanted, and can hide away controversial items inits vaults. The church canrightly deny that
they purchased the artifactand when the donationis private, they are rarely under any pressureto make the new
artifactpublic. Ifthe artifactis discovered to be a fraud, the church hasn’tpurchased anythingand there is no
financiallossor loss of face. Inaddition to many of the Hoffman forgeries 675, artifacts obtained in this wayinclude
atleastthe green seer stone of Joseph Smith inthe late 1980s or early 1990s.

Partof maintaining plausibledeniability includes owningsource material of the early church. Journals of
prominent leaders and other artifacts havebeen carefully collected sincethe late 1800s. Many items, including
some which are associated with magical beliefs intheearly church, have not been shared with the greater church

membership.676

The Mormon Church has been very activeintrying to project a positiveimage of itself on the internet. This
includes extensiveadvertisingand search engine optimization. At leastas importantas havingLDS approved
sources appear highinsearchresults, is makingsurethat other information sources aboutthe LDS church from
non-believingsources aresuppressed. The “More Good” foundation, a private entity run by LDS members is an
active participantin this work. This foundation buys up hundreds of URLs and places web pages on popularsearch
terms, linkingthese pages backto the official LDS pages®’7. In this way, non-approved sites which may have less
flatteringimages or portrayals of Mormon history or Doctrine are effectively suppressed. Unofficial
communication channels areopen between the LDS employees working on internet strategies and employees of
the More Good Foundation sothat work and target areas arewell coordinated. Mormons are encouraged to give
to these unofficial efforts to “sharethe gospel”. Though it previously denied receivingofficial support, the site
receives some of its financial backing fromthe LDS church (450K USD as of 2014).678

These activities on the internet are merely an extension of earlier policies and practices developed over the course
of the 19thand 20t centuries in other media. Inthe 1960s, missionaries donated “update histories” of Mormons
to libraries,and asked for the “inaccurate, outdated” histories inreturnas one method to control the messages
availableto the public.

The concept of shell corporationsand plausibledeniability can besummarized by the disclaimer on Book of
Mormon central’s website:

If we are successful, the Church benefits. If we are not successful, the Church is not embarrassed.67?

JOSEPHITES OR CHRISTIANS

675 The LDS church owns 446 documents forged by Hoffman. See:
https://www.deseretnews.com/article/900002408/looki ng-back-at-the-mark-hofmann-bombings-and-his-life-of-
deceit.html

676 Many of the most interestingand controversial items arestored in the vaultof the 1stpresidency. A partial list

of its contents can be found here: https://exploringmormonism.com/our-own-peek-into-the-first-presidency-

vault/

677 At least644 domains arecurrently being run. See: http://reversewhois.domaintools.com/more-good-
foundation and http://mormoncurtain.com/topic_moregoodfoundation.html

678 http://futuremissionary.com/more-good-foundation-gets-450k-from-church-denies-it/

679 https://bookofmormoncentral.org/content/donor-frequently-asked-questions retrieved 2019.06.18.
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Mainstream Christian religions have criticized Mormons in partbecause the Mormon beliefin godhood is so
different from the traditional Christian beliefs. Mormons mirrored this critique, claiming fromtheir inception that
all other faiths were in a state of apostasy.

Earlyleaders taught that approval fromJoseph Smith was required to get into heaven. Joseph Smith was

emphasized inchurchtalks and those of other faiths often accuse Mormons of worshipingJoseph Smith.

Leadership has concentrated more on Christintalks sincethe 1950s, with additional emphasis after the 1980s.

The temple recommend interview was updated inthe early 80s to includeadditional questionsregardinga beliefin
Christ. The number of mentions of Joseph Smith are the lowest between 2000 and 2010 than they have been since
about 1850.%80 The logo of the church was updated in 1996 to emphasizethe name of Christ®®1,and in 2018 the
church undertook a major effort to rebrand and rename everything that was Mormon and LDS to “The Church of
Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints.”682

FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY

The LDS church has notreleased anyfinancial statements inthe US since 1959. Duringthe late 1950s and early
60s,there was significantdeficitspendingto construct buildings with the hope of attracting more members.
Deficitspendingwas reigned in duringthe 1960s and the church currently maintains a health balancesheet. N.

Elton Tanner was in charge of much of the fiscal disciplineand restructuring.

Some estimates placethe annual income of the church from the tithing of its members atabout 7 Billion, of which
6 Billion comes from members in the US and 0.5 Billion from Canada. The final 0.5 Billion comes fromthe rest of
the world.583 The LDS church does make financial statements from the UK and Australia publically availableas

required by lawin those countries.

Assets of the LDS church areestimated to be at about 35 Billion (temples and meetinghouses) inaddition to
significantholdings inland, cattle, shopping malls, etc. The US stock holdings of the LDS church arevalued at over
32 billion USD®84,

In2012, a change was made to the financial contribution forms allowingthe church to redirectany funds given it
by members .685

680 Statistics from https://www.lds-general-conference.org/. See also
http://www.116pages.com/2016/12/occurrences-in-gen-conference-jesus.html

681 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1996/10/news-of-the-church/new-church-logo-
announced?lang=eng

682 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/29/us/mormon-church-name-change.html

683 http://investigations.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/08/13/13262285-mormon-church-earns-7-billion-a-year-from-
tithing-analysis-indicates Quinndisputes thisinhis latestbookand estimates thatannual tithingincome is about
33 Billion USD. See: The Mormon Hierarchy: Wealth and Corporate Power.

684 https://kutv.com/news/local/mormonleaks-says-new-documents-link-lds-church-to-companies-worth-over-32-
billion

685 “Though reasonableefforts will bemade globally to usedonations as designated, all donations becomethe
church's property and will beused at the church's solediscretion to further the church's overall mission”
http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/sltrib/blogsfaithblog/54371289-180/church-font-tithing-

mormon.html.csp
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InUtah, 92% of the citizens are infavor of increased transparency within government. Only 36% of “very active”

Mormons inthe survey supportadditional transparency of religious organizations.58°

APOSTATES

Like many cohesive groups, Mormons tend to label and shun those who leave the group®8’. Those who have never
been associated with Mormons and who areignorantof their belief arecalled non-mormons. Those who are not
of the faith, but are helpful to Mormons are called “Mormon-friendly”688, Those who leavethe Mormon Church
may call themselves ‘ex-mormons’ or ‘former members’, but areoften termed ‘inactive’ or ‘less active’ by
believers unless they formally resign. Those who leavethe Mormon Church for reasons of beliefare called

“apostates” by believing members.

If someone who has left the church or who is a non-believer writes anythingcritical aboutthe church,itis

generally considered anti-mormon literatureor propaganda.

Historically, some people have left the church and published information aboutthe church whichis perceived as
being negative by believing members. This has occurred from the very early days of the church. Some of the
largestdepartures by members (or “apostasies”) occurred when the church changed location, changed core

doctrine, or both.
A few events that causedlargenumbers of members to leaveincludethe following:

1) Deemphasizingseer stones and their usage (as earlyas 1831).

2) Changingthe definition of the godhead from the traditional trinity to 3 separate beings (between about
1833 and 1838). This roughly corresponded with the rewriting of early revelations to includethe concept
of the priesthood being restored by angels.

3) Introducingdoctrines of the afterlifeincluding 3 separatekingdoms (Celestial, Terrestrial, Telestial)

4) The failureofthe Kirtland bank and the resultingloss of savings for many members.68°

5) The privateintroduction of polygamy between about 1837 and 1844. In some cases, the husbands of
women whom Joseph Smith proposed to left the church along with their wives.%°0

6) The migration of the body of the church from Nauvoo to Salt Lake. Many members choseto stay behind
or continued to California.

686 Survey in2017. See http://www.sltrib.com/news/2017/11/03/utahns-split-on-desire-for-more-church-
transparency-but-most-active-mormons-say-it-isnt-needed/

687 Brigham Young summarized this attitude when he stated, “[if] there is a despicablecharacter on the face of the
earth, itis anapostatefrom this Church.He is a traitor who has deceived his bestfriends, betrayed his trust, and
forfeited every principle of honor that God placed within him. They may thinkthey arerespected, but they are not.
They are disgraced intheir own eyes. There is not much honesty within them; they have forfeited their heaven,
sold their birthright, and betrayed their friends.” Young, Brigham (1867),Journal of Discourses, 12:94

688 |nthe 19 century, these people were termed “Jack Mormons”.

689 This loss was especially hard for two reasons: 1) Joseph prophesied that the bank would not fail and 2) The
piles of hard currency (coins) which investors were shown were faked. See Brodie No man knows My History or
https://lifeafterministry.com/2015/02/05/the-kirtland-safety-society/

690 The apostasy of William Law (one of the members of the first presidency) after Joseph tried to marry Law’s wife
leadindirectly to the killing of Joseph Smith after Smith ordered a printing press destroyed.
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7) The Reformation of 1856-1857, where members who would not be rebaptized and actively show their
commitment had their names removed from the church®°?,
8) The advent of the internet and increased access to information, particularly early church history.%92

9) Increasedsecularization of society, particularly between 1900-1940 and 2000-present.
A few prominent members who were kicked out or choseto leave the Josephite/Brighamite church include:

1) All 3 of the “Three witnesses” of the book of Mormon®©23,

2) All of the “8 witnesses” of the book of Mormon.

3) 8-9 of the original “12 apostles” of the church.

4) Many members of the firstpresidency between 1833-1844.

John Taylor claimed that apostates had been guilty of “consenting to the loss of innocent blood” referring to the
killing of Joseph Smith and that they would have “have no forgiveness in this world or in the world to come” %94,

The LDS churchteaches that members leave for the followingreasons:

1. Pride

2. Committing sins and ora desireto commit sins (which drives them to alienation from God)8°>
3. They have taken offense to something trivial

4. They are deceived by Satan

In2012, people who have left the LDS church lists the following reasons for lea ving:6°°

1) Ceased to believe inthe doctrine/theology of the church (74%)
2) Studied church historyand lostbelief (70%)
3) LostfaithinJoseph Smith (70%)
4) LostfaithinBook of Mormon (65%)
5) Stance on homosexuals (48%)%°7
6) Stanceonraceissues (43%)
....(additional reasons with varying scores).
20) Wanted to participatein activities considered sinful by the church (4%) (See #2 in LDS teaching)

691 Rebaptism applied notonly to the gathered saints, but alsoto members in Great Brittan and Scandinavia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebaptism_(Mormonism) See also https://www.lds.org/ensign/1974/07/highlights -
of-the-church-in-scandinavia?lang=eng.

692 This trend is stillinits infancy, and began sometime between about 2005 and 2010. See:
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mormonchurch-idUSTRES0T1CM20120131

693 Martin Harris reconverted to the Brighamite movement in 1870 and settled in Utah until his deathin 1875.

694 Times and Seasons, Monday July 1, 1844, pg 568 http://www.latterdaytruth.org/pdf/100150.pdf

635 Bruce R. McConkie taught, “The basic cause of apostasy is sin. Men leavethe Church becausethey aresensual
andcarnal.ltis not a matter of rejecting gospel doctrine, or preferring a more liberal interpretation or application
of revealed truth. These are excuses. The basic reason for rebellion againstthetruth is a desire to enjoy the lusts
of the flesh.” (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, vol.3, pp.426-427). This reasoning continues to be taught
and emphasized. See https://web.archive.org/web/20180315013842/http://www.ldsliving.com/What-a-Young-
Man-Fascinated-by-Anti-Mormon-Taught-Me-About-the-Atonement-Repentance/s/87605 and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTx-n8Yx5eg&feature=youtu.be&t=580

696 http://www.whymormonsquestion.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Survey-Results_Understanding-Mormon-
Disbelief-Mar2012-1.pdf Note: Thissurveyis NOT arandom sample,and as suchtheresults aresuspect. See:
https://youtu.be/2 AOFgnTHQmME?t=160

637 This may have increased after the November policy (2015) which has been controversial amongsome groups.
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21) Was offended by someone inthe church (4%) (See #3 in LDS teaching)

Other surveys pointto members leaving primarily out of apathy and societal secularization, oftenin their late
teens®28, Mormons are sometimes told to avoid former members who may oppose the church.?®® Associating with
or agreeing with apostates was grounds for not receivinga recommend to allowone to participatein Temple

ceremonies which are required for salvation.”%0

FIRED BY THE CHURCH

When working for the LDS church or a church-owned school, minor acts of non-compliancecanresultinfiring.
These include publishinginformation which the church considers embarrassingor controversial. Afew cases which
resulted infiringinclude:

1) A man who published books about early Mormon history (D. Michael Quinn, fired from BYU).
2) A man who refused to disassociate himselffrom his gay friends/associates.”%!

3) A woman who made a Facebook post supportinggay rights.”02

Students have also been kicked out of church-owned schools for havingfacial hair, even when the saidfacial hairis

required by their religion.”03

EXCOMMUNICATION

Sincethe 1970s, the church has on several occasions excommunicated prominent members inorder to try to keep

the body of the church goingina certaindirection. Some of these include:
Sonya Johnson— 1979 — Excommunicated for her work in promoting the ERA.

The September 6 (1993), including the following:7%4

698 https://youtu.be/2 AOFgnTHOME?t=320

699 hitp://www.sltrib.com/news/3805769-155/byu-grads-encouraged-to-keep-an?page=2 "We should disconnect,
immediately and completely, from listeningto the proselytizing efforts of those who have losttheir faith, and
instead reconnect promptly with the holyspirit.”. Alsosee Boyd K. Packer “Remember: when you see the bitter
apostate, you do not see onlyan absence of light, you see also the presence of darkness. Do not spread disease
germs.” from “The Mantleis Far, Far Greater Than the Intellect,” speech given August 1981 at BYU, Brigham Young
University Studies, Summer 1981.

700 The 6t question on the temple recommend interview was: “Do you affiliate with any group or individual whose
teachings or practices arecontraryto or oppose those accepted by The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints,
or do you sympathize with the precepts of any such group orindividual?” This was changedin Oct 2019.

701 https://www.cityweekly.net/utah/man-fired-from-lds-church-for-refusing-to-give-up-gay-
friends/Content?0id=2153419

702 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/07/19/mormon-university-instructor-fired-
after-facebook-post-supporting-lgbt-rights-she-says/

703 See https://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/18/us/campaigning-to-change-the-cleanshaven-look-at-brigham-
young-university.html? r=0 and https://bycommonconsent.com/2014/11/19/byu-religious-freedom-or-its-lack-
and-beards/

704 The September 6 areknown as such becausethey were all excommunicated at the same time. Though the
church officially denies this, itappears thatthis was a coordinated move from the highestlevels of the
Strengthening the Members Committee.
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e D. Michael Quinn—Historianand BYU professor from1976-1988. He was excommunicated for his writings
about beliefin seer stones in the early church and the practice of polygamy with official sanction after the
1890 manifesto’05,

e lavina Fielding Anderson—Scholar, writer, editor, and feminist. Her detailed account of spiritualabuse by
Mormon leaders between the 1970s and 1990s was the grounds for her excommunication.”%6

e Lynne Kanavel Whitesides — Noted speaker on Mother in Heaven

e Avraham Gileadi —Author andinterpreter of the Book of Isiah. He was later reinstated into the church
and continues to publish onthe book of Isiah.

e Paul Toscano (andlater wife Margaret in 2000) were excommunicated for their writings aboutthe
whitewashing of Mormon history, hierarchal authoritarianism,and feministissues.

e  “Maxine Hanks is a Mormon feminist theologian, who compiled and edited the book Women and
Authority: Re-emerging Mormon Feminism(1992). She was excommunicated on September 19...In

February 2012, Hanks was rebaptized as a member of the church”797
Post Sept. 6 excommunications, possibly partofthe same or a similarwaveof actions:

e David Wright,a professor of Hebrew studies and the Bibleat Brandeis University’%8, excommunicated in
April 1994 for articles asserting the Book of Mormon was a 19th-century creation of church founder
Joseph Smith.70?

e Michael Barrett —1994: Assistantgeneral counsel for the CIA, excommunicated for disobedience after
writing letters to editors of several newspapers correcting news stories about Mormonism.’10

e Brent Metcalfe — 1994: Editor of the anthology "New Approaches to the Book of Mormon," published by
Signature Books in SaltLake City. Metcalfe also edited "American Apocrypha," which included the article
in which Murphy used genetic research to challengethe Book of Mormon doctrinethat AmericanIndians
are descendants of ancientlsraelite families.”’!! Metcalfe developed the theory that the Book of Mormon
was translated startingat Mosiah and that the firstbooks inthe current manuscriptwere produced
later712,

e JaniceMerrill Allred —A relativeand collaborator with several of the September 6, Allred is a feministwho
was disciplinedin 1994 and excommunicated in 1995. Some consider her excommunication as partof the
September 6. She is the mother of 9 and her husband was a physics professoratBYU.

e Margaret Toscano—2000: A classics professor atthe University of Utah, excommunicated for writing on
feministissues after being told not to. Margaret was originally slated to be excommunicated at the time

705 The official charges seem to concentrate on his homosexuality, butgiven his writings, beingfired from BYU, and
the timing with 5 other high-level excommunications of other scholars, this seems very unlikely.

706 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavina_Fielding_Anderson

707 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September Six retrieved 2019.10.17.

708 prior to teachingas the only non-Jewish professor at this well respected university, he taught at BYU (but was
dismissed for his non-orthodox beliefs).

709 https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-
continue/article_76202a5a-4c5¢c-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html seealso http://www.lds-mormon.com/dpw.shtml
710 https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-
continue/article_76202a5a-4c5¢c-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html

711 https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-
continue/article_76202a5a-4c5¢c-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html

712 This theory is now widely accepted by scholars both insideand outside of the LDS church.
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of the September 6, but her Bishop refused to followthe direction of the upper church authorities.”13 Her
husband, Paul, was one of the September 6.

Martha Nibley Beck — Scholar and author. Resigned in Sept 1993 along with her husband John Beck,
possibly to avoid excommunication(?). She became controversial for her public writings which were
deemed to be critical of the church. She was a parttime faculty at BYU at the time andis the daughter of
Hugh Nibley, a well-known Mormon apologist. Her most controversial claimwas thatHugh Nibley had

sexuallyabused her as a child, based on recollection of suppressed memories.

Prominent Excommunications after the year 2000:

Shane LeGrande Whelan, author of "More Than One: Plural Marriage, A Sacred Heritage, A Promise For
Tomorrow," excommunicated Aug. 11 2002 for refusingto stop marketing his self-published book. His
wife, Rhonda, who researched material for the book, was disfellowshipped two weeks later. She has since
divorced him.714

Denver Snuffer —2013 — Excommunicated for publication of his 2011 book, Passing the Heavenly Gift.
Fundamentalistreligious leader and author. Created a fellowship after excommunicationand now leads a
small movement. Among other things he claims to have seen Jesus and that faithful members can do the
same.

Kate Kelly— 2014 — Feministand founder of the Ordain Women movement. This movement arguably
playeda rolein women being allowed to give prayers in General Conference since2013. Others inthe
movement have had their temple recommends taken away’!>and/or been excommunicated.

Rock Waterman — 2014 — Conservative Mormon blogger claimed that Mormons were payingtoo much
tithing’16 based on the historical development of the doctrine. Excommunicated for his blog71’.

John Dehlin— 2015 — Host of Mormon Stories podcast. He advocated honesty in evaluatingthe historical
claims ofthe LDS church and tried to stayinthe faith while not believingthe divinity claims. Hehas
interviewed 100s of people startingin 2005 and discussed a number of topics includingtheir experiences
with general authorities, excommunication, losingtheir faith, etc.

Jeremy Reynolds — 2016 — Author of “The CES Letter” was disciplined for creatinga document which asks
questions regardingthe history of the LDS faith and challenges its truth claims. The letter was written in
about 2013 and went viral shortly thereafter. He resigned during his excommunication proceeding.

Sam Young — 2018 — Leader of the “Protect LDS Children movement” which was encouragingchurch
leaders to stop askingsexually explicitquestions to minors duringone on one interview.

Bill Reel - Dec 2018 — Popular Mormon podcaster who among other things created a podcastwhich
accused Holland of telling 5 specific lies.

Leah and Cody Young — 2019 — Although not prominent, these members were excommunicated for
startinga supportgroup for former or questioning members. Although they were deliberate to notreach
out to active members, their Stake president chose to excommunicate them for their efforts to help

713 https://youtu.be/xq0O9PqJ-188?t=11200

714 hitps://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-

continue/article 76202a5a-4c5¢-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html

715 This includes Bryndis Roberts, the chair of Ordain Women. https://www.athoughtfulfaith.org/bryndis-roberts-
awakening-the-mother-god/ The sourcebelow talks aboutthe coordinated nature of this event coming from SLC

through her stake presidentrather than originating from her bishop: https://voutu.be/xq09Pql-188?t=7700
716 http://puremormonism.blogspot.com/2012/12/are-we-paying-too-much-tithing.html

717 https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/19/us/critical -online-comments-put-church-status-at-risk-mormons-

145


https://youtu.be/xqO9PqJ-l88?t=11200
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-continue/article_76202a5a-4c5c-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html
https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-continue/article_76202a5a-4c5c-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html
https://www.athoughtfulfaith.org/bryndis-roberts-awakening-the-mother-god/
https://www.athoughtfulfaith.org/bryndis-roberts-awakening-the-mother-god/
https://youtu.be/xqO9PqJ-l88?t=7700
http://puremormonism.blogspot.com/2012/12/are-we-paying-too-much-tithing.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/19/us/critical-online-comments-put-church-status-at-risk-mormons-say.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/19/us/critical-online-comments-put-church-status-at-risk-mormons-say.html

others. Thisis one of several cases between 2010 and 2020 where low-level members are

excommunicated due to social media posts or other seemingly benign actions.
Generally, excommunicated members often fall into one of several categories:

e Those who commit “grievous sins”, often sexual in nature (such as adultery), but alsoincluding murder,
etc.

e Those who teach conservativedoctrines, esp. with respect to polygamy, Adam-God doctrine, or who
claimdivinerevelations (Denver Snuffer, etc).

e Historians,who publish histories that do not confirmthe correlated historical narrative.

e Those who challengethe divinity claims of the church.

e Activists or bloggers who shed lighton early church history or other practices which they believe to be
harmful to members or who advocate for an expanded role for women inthe movement.

Those listed in this section fall into the latter four categories.

Sinceabout 2010, some members of relatively lowstature/standing have been excommunicated for
communicatingversions of history that arenot accepted by the mainstreambody of the church or its leadership.
Generally this occurs after they have made posts on Facebook or other forms of social media.”*8 Since Nov. 2015,

married homosexual members have been excommunicated for beingina gay marriage.

Historically, the church had maintained that disciplinary decisions are made by local leaders.”'® This position was
calledinto questionin partby the timing of various excommunications including the September 6. More recently,
the church has stated that, “Church disciplineis administered by local leaders”, leaving open the possibility that
decisions aremadeat a higher level .72 A more complete list of excommunications can be found at: https://Ids-
data.github.io/lds-church-discipline/

MORMON CULTURE

Just as Jews have their own sub-culture, sotoo Mormons have a community and culture with its own peculiarities.
These aspects of the religionareconsidered to be non-doctrinal, but still arean integral partof the Mormon
identity for many members of the faith, particularly thoselivinginthe Mormon Corridor (i.e. Utah, southern Idaho,
etc).

COMMUNITY

It takes avillagetoraisea child,and Mormonism provides one such village. Between the 1830s and the early
1900s, the most devout Mormons gathered to “Zion” where they generallytried to be self-sufficientas a
community. This meant that they would control all aspects of their local economies. Purchasingfromlocal
Mormons was encouraged and this sometimes lead to resentment from other local non-mormon enterprises. In
some cases Mormons provided services for the non-believers, including a distillery and brothel in SaltLake which
was run by the church officials inthelate 1800s. The brothel proved especially useful as they couldinsome cases

718 Several examples of such individuals have been interviewed on the Mormon Stories podcastwith John Delin.
719 1n 2002, church spokesman DaleBills madethis claim. https://www.heraldextra.com/news/local/dissident-lds-
intellectuals-say-excommunications-will-continue/article 76202a5a-4c5¢-5129-9fcd-aefbe0988466.html

720 See: https://www.deseretnews.com/article/900032216/sam-young-announces-he-was-excommunicated-by-
local-church-leaders.html
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useitto blackmail officials who were in Utah to enforce anti-polygamylaws. Generally Mormons had their own

newspaper and often supported political candidates between about 1835 and 1935.

Modern Mormon communities providea tight-knit social network which meets the needs of members in many

ways. Some of these include:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Assistancein times of death or sickness: Members (often through the womens’s Relief Society
organization) regularly provide food for funerals and for families in need (such as when there is a birthin
the family).

Assistancein moving: The men’s organization often organizes to help people move, especially with
packingand unpacking moving vans.

Members are assigned toregularlyvisiteach other and present gospel messages. They areencouraged to
askthe personthey arevisitingifthey need any help.

Women often help each other by watchingeach other’s children. This occurs informallyand isnotan
official programof the church.

There are formal employment services where members who liveinareas with high Mormon populations
help each other find employment. Inaddition,there is aninformal network where members help fellow
members find employment. Members looking for babysitters generally employ young people in their
local congregation (ward).

The youth groups (age 12-18) regularly perform “service projects” for ward members. This may include
yard maintenance for elderly members.

All adultmembers ina congregation (ward) are given callings where they are given the opportunity
(required?) to teach aclass or otherwisebe involved in the congregation. This includes the Bishop who is
incharge of the local ward. Some youth alsoreceivecallings startingatage 12721,

There areregular group activities, both as a ward and as smaller groups within the ward. These groups
are usuallysplitbased onage and gender. This may includepicnics,dances, or other outdoor activities
likecampingor canoeing. When a larger groups and/or new faces are desired, they can be organized as a
stake which generally consists of about 6 wards or congregations. These activities were more frequent in
the 1960s and 70s, but still existin the present organization.

Generally members moving to a new area arewelcomed into the social group or community almost

immediately and canaccess the above benefits essentially no-questions-asked. The only requirements are

that you sharethe common belief structure and that you contribute to the community. Publicsigns of

conformance includingadherenceto the dress/modesty codes, language codes, eating codes, and expressing

beliefare generally required to be considered a member in good standingwhichin turn gives one full access to

the social benefits of the organization.

Community is often one of the aspects most valued by members. An appeal to this sense of community was

made recently by an Apostle when he asked ina highly publicized talk, “Where will you go?”722

FAMILIES OF FAITH

Faithis often considered within Mormonismto be something which one more or less inherits. Families who can

trace their ancestryto early church leaders have aninformal special status. Their testimonies and words aregiven

additional weight. Perhaps because of this, many church leaders arerelated. This practice of appointingfamily

721 As of 2019, children can participatein the calendar year when they turn 12.
722 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2016/10/to-whom-shall-we-go?lang=eng
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members to significantpositions within the church started with Joseph Smith who had brothers of his inthe
Quorum of the 12, his brother Hyrum inthe 15tpresidency,and who named his father as the Church Patriarch. His
wife, Emma, was the first president of the women’s organization—the Relief Society. Plural wifes of Joseph Smith

(who later married Brigham Young) were the 2"¥and 3" presidents of the Relief Society.
Perhapsitwas best summarized by one early churchleader:

Some people saya person receives a positioninthis church through revelation, and others say they get it
through inspiration, but/ say they get it through relation. If | hadn't been related to Heber C. Kimball, |

wouldn't have been a damn thing in this church.
- J.Golden Kimball after he was called to the First Council of the Seventy in 1892

For additionalinformation regarding relationships within theleadership of the Church and nepotism, see D.

Michael Quinn, The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power’?3,

DRESS

MODESTY

Mormons believe that modesty involves coveringthe body. Early garments were modified undergarments (long-
johns). Modesty was defined inthe 1800s in terms of covering the body from ankleto wrist. When the garments
were modified around the 1920s, many members resisted the changes which allowed one to show uncovered

knees and elbows.

It was inthe early ‘80s that BYU firstallowed women to wear pants. In 1991, BYU updated its dress code and
allowed students to wear knee-length shorts.”2# Beginning around 1970, Mormons consider bareshoulders to be
immodest, especiallyongirlsor women. Skirts areencouraged to be knee length or longer. Beards or sideburns
lower than the ear arenot allowed atBYU or by other church employees.”’?> Beards were once requiredinatleast
some foreign missions up until about 1900.726

In 2017 the LDS church allowed employees at their corporate offices to startwearing pantsuits or dress slacksfor
the firsttime.”??

USE OF THE CROSS
Early Mormons used the cross as a symbol for their Christian beliefs. This includes Amelia FolsomYoung, one of
Brigham Young’s wives who wore a cross necklace. However, by the early 20t century there was a cultural shift

723 A briefoverview can be read here: http://www.mrm.org/nepotism

724 hitp://www.deseretnews.com/article/151613/BYU-APPROVES-NEW-HONOR-CO DE-DRESS-AND-GROOMING-
STANDARDS.html

725 The no beard rulestarted in 1969 and was meant to be a rejection of the popular hippy dress styles of the day.
https://www.sltrib.com/news/education/2016/11/21/the-history-of-byus-honor-code-from-an-institution-
practically-without-rules-to-one-that-exterminates-beetles-beatniks-or-buzzards-and-beyond/see also:
https://mormonleaks.io/wiki/documents /f/fa/HR_Policies_and_Code_of Business_Conduct and_Performance M
anagement Training.pdf page 10.

726 http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/sltrib/news/56042739-78/beard-beards-byu-church.html.csp

727 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/06/28/mormon-church-starts-offering-paid-
maternity-leave-changes-dress-code/?utm_term=.a02fc1fefd38
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underway. David O. McKay became president of the churchin1953. In 1955, pointed to a catholic church, he

stated the following:
There are two great anti-Christsin the world:Communism andthat church728

Two years later, he forbad wearing the cross injewelry for all girls/women, statingthat it was purely a catholic

symbol.

MORMON PSYCOLOGY

GOD’S ONE AND ONLY

The belief that there is only one truth, and that oneself is in possession of
it, is the root of all evil in the world.

— Max Born, Nobel Prize Physicist

Mormonism teaches thatitis the “One and only church upon the face of the earth with which God is pleased”. It
teaches that only members of the faith who have obtained certain ordinances will besavedin the best part of
heaven. Itis one of onlytwo major American religions who teach that people who are not of their faith cannot
achievesalvation. In partfor this reason, when one partner inarelationship leaves thefaith, divorcerates are
higher than for many mainstream faiths.”2°

AUTHORITY

The church of Joseph Smith started as aninformal organization. Peoplecould preach and castout devils,and
many women were given the power to heal. Meetings sometimes lasted for several hours or days. Smith went by
“the Prophet Joseph” or more often “Brother Joseph”. Later, inthe Nauvoo period when we had many roles, he
preferred the title of “General Smith”. Joseph sawthe need for authorityin maintainingorder.

Whatever sees of hierarchyloseph may have planted, Brigham Young was the one who cultivated and exploited
them. He had a nearlydictatorialleadership styleand was referred to as “President Young” or “The Lion of the
Lord”.

When Joseph F. Smith was made president of the church around 1900, itwas required to use his middleinitial in
order to differentiate himfrom his uncle, the founder of the movement. However, what followed was an adoption
of the use of the middle initial or middlename by all subsequentleaders of the movement. This added an element
of importance or dignity to them, and further separated them from the members of the movement who are called
only by their lastnames in typical interactions with other members (Brother or Sister Smith). Sometimes first
names are used, especiallyiftheages of those interactingis similar.

WhileJoseph may have talked to a large crowd without a lectern of any kind, the construction of the Mormon
tabernaclein 1856 included a sizable pulpit. The use of large pulpits would later become standard throughout the

728 http://archive.sltrib.com/story.php?ref=/ci 12256269
729 Divorcerate for mixed faith marriages are much higher for JWs and Mormons than other US faiths. See
http://www.religioustolerance.org/ifm_divo.htm andIn FaithandIn Doubt.
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church. The size of the pulpitis associated with the authority of the speaker?3°, and the pulpitat the main church

meeting siteis significantly larger than those found inlocal meeting houses.
SignificantTabernacle/Assembly Hall pul pits:

1) Original pulpit(roundcorners?)

2) Square pulpitusedthroughout the 1960s-70s.

3) Apr 1981 - new, larger pulpitwith builtin teleprompter. This pulpithad 3 beehives as decoration.

4) Oct 1987 — New, slightly smaller pulpit with external teleprompters (3 beehives)

5) Apr 2000— New pulpitatthe assembly hall—the largestof all with 7 beehives for decoration (3 on the
frontand 2 on eachside) 731

The size of the pulpitsis notuniformthroughout the church, though generallythey are slightly largein Stake
meeting houses than they are inward meeting houses. The original pulpitinKirtland was smalland would hold no
more than about 2 sheets of 8x10inch paper. The beehive is a common symbol of masonry and was previously

adopted on the SaltLake Temple, along with many other mason symbols.

Conference word usage

= PRIESTHOOD AUTHORMMY s AUTHORITY OF GOD

PRIESTHOOD POWER

An analysis of the phrases “priesthood authority” and “priesthood power” indicates thatthey were introduced

aroundthe 1950s and have been increasingin usageand popularity amongthe leaders of the movement.

HAVING A TESTIMONY OF “THE RESTORED GOSPEL”

It ain't what you don't know that gets you into trouble. It's what you
know for sure that justain't so.

— Mark Twain

730 The Nazis understood this well, as itevident from their propaganda videos. Another movements which use
pulpits and staging to show power effective is the Scientologists.
731 https://www.lds.org/general -conference/2000/04/to-all-the-world-in-testimony?lang=eng
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The development of testimony is a key goal within Mormonismand defines ones identity within the group. Having
a strong testimony is gating requirement for full fellowship and is a requirement for many of the positions or
callings withintheorganization, includingessentially all leadership positions.

The development and sharingof “testimonies” begins at an earlyage. Perhaps 90% of all testimonies shared by
those under the age of 10 in weekly worship services start with the words, “I'd liketo bear my testimony that |
know that this churchis true”. Inabout halfof the testimonies, the next sentence is “and | know that my family

loves me”. The truth of the churchis tied to love that one feels as being part of a family or larger church group.

At an early age, the words “know” are used almostexclusively. The term “believe” is rarely used and when used
may be frowned on andseen as less genuineor valued than “knowing”. An analysis of general conference word

usage indicates thatroughly 75% of all references to belief use the phrase “l know” rather than “l believe”.

General Conference word usage: Know vs. Believe

0.20
0.10

0.00
1850518605 1E7 05 LEEQs LES0: 1500519105192 05193 05 19405 19505 19605 197 05 19505 15905 20005 200 05

— KN 35 percentage of (Know + Belisve)
732

Figure 6 - Ratio of "l know" to "l believe" statements

A “testimony” is meant to be testified or told to others. Personal beliefis notvaluedinthe organizationas much
as beliefwhichis expressed or shared. These shared beliefs and the process of sharing forms the basis of the
community. The meeting on firstSunday of each month is reserved for fastingand sharing of testimonies.

In gaininga testimony, members are encouraged to sharetheir feeling whether or not they know that they are
true.

732 Data extracted from https://www.lds-general-conference.org/
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Another way to seek a testimony seems astonishing when compared with the methods of obtaining other
knowledge. We gain or strengthen a testimony by bearing it. Someone even suggested that some
testimonies are better gained on the feet bearing them than on the knees praying for them.”33

To the youth listeningtoday or reading these words in the days ahead, | give a specific challenge: Gain a
personal witness of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Let your voice help fulfill Moroni’s prophetic words to
speak good of the Prophet. Here are two ideas: First, find scriptures in the Book of Mormon that you feel
and know are absolutely true. Then share them with family and friends in family home evening, seminary,
and your Young Men and Young Women classes, acknowledging that Joseph was an instrument in God’s
hands. Next, read the testimony of the Prophet Joseph Smith inthe Pearl of Great Priceor inthis
pamphlet, now in 158 languages.You canfindit onlineatLDS.org or with the missionaries. This isJoseph’s
own testimony of what actually occurred. Read it often. Consider recording the testimony of Joseph
Smith in your own voice, listening to it regularly, and sharing it with friends. Listening to the Prophet’s

testimony in your own voice will help bring the witness you seek.”3*

When seekinga marriage partner, individuals areencouraged to find an individual with a strong testimony of the
movement. Members arehighly discouraged frommarryingoutside of the faith. Testimony, the way inwhich a
person lives their life (especially their perceived level of honesty), their attitude, and their willingness to help those
inneed or those in authority who request help arethe primaryways that members are judged within the

movement.

One of the key techniques employed in gainingand strengthening testimony is the use of repetition and the
illusory truth effect’3>.

INNOCULATION
Inthe 1970s, Arrington as the church historianintroduced the concept of inoculation. Tidbitsof church history
such as the use of the brown seer stone to produce the book of Mormon was included in the children’s monthly

magazine. The theory behind this was discussed by believing historian and BYU professor Michael Quinnin 1981:

...believing Mormon historianslike myselfseek to write candid church historyin a context of perspective
in order to inoculate the Saints againsthistorical “disease germs” that apostates and anti-Mormons thrust
upon them.”36

Elder Ballard repeated the concept, this time with the full backing of the firstpresidencyin2016:

The effort for gospel transparency and spiritualinoculation through a thoughtful study of doctrineand
history, coupled with a burningtestimony, is the best antidote we have to help students avoid and/or deal

with questions, doubt, or faith crises they may face in this information age.”3”

733 Dallin Oaks, April 2008 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2008/04/testimony?lang=eng

734 Neal Andersen, October 2014 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2014/10/joseph-smith?lang=eng

735 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lllusory_truth_effect

736 D, Michael Quinn, 1981. On being a Mormon historian. http://signaturebookslibrary.org/on-being-a-mormon-
historian/ Quinnwas excommunicated in 1992 for his efforts to inoculate.

737 https://www.lds.org/broadcasts/article/evening-with-a-general-authority/2016/02/the-opportunities-and-
responsibilities-of-ces-teachers-in-the-21st-century?lang=eng
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Steven Snow alsoreiterated that the purpose of the Gospel Topics essays was to providean inoculation to

members regardingtroubled historicalfacts and practices of the church.”38

A RELIGION THAT MAKES YOU FEEL GOOD

The feeling of certainty, especially absolutecertain, which is often associated with beliefin matters of faithand

politics isaddictiveand provides a chemical high to the brain.”3°

A study conducted at the University of Utah and published in 2016740 shows thatthe members experience the
spiritmoststrongly, their brains lightupin certain characteristic patterns. Atleast3 areas ofthe brainlightup,
includingthereward centers in a pattern similar to those when a person experiences love, sex, gambling
addictions, or certain pleasurabledrugs.

Another finding of the study was that when presented with various stimulus (personal prayer, familiarscriptures,
churchvideos, etc., that respondents had the highestincidence of feeling the spiritwhen they were watching the
church produced videos.Since at leastthe 1960s, the church has been involved in producing a number of videos
whichit uses for proselytingand to help its members gainand maintainfaith. Thes e videos areeffective in helping
people to have an emotional experience which they describeas feelingthe spirit. These early productions were

often written and produced via Brigham Young University (owned and operated by the LDS church).

BEING HAPPY

Mormons are encouraged to smileand be happy. Indeed, why would the people who have God’s complete truth
be anything but happy?

"Smile" and "optimism"” in General Conference
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738 http://www.mormonstories.org/elder-steven-e-snow-lds-gospel-topics-essays-not-advertisex/
739 https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-certainty-bias/
740 http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17470919.2016.1257437
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Happiness and being happy areassociated with being part of the movement. Insome cases, leader differentiate
between “worldly happiness”and “true joy”, the latter of which canonly be found “though living principles of the
Gospel”.

Emphasis on happiness in General Conference
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The late 1800s (including theissues surrounding polygamy) were tough on the movement and possiblythe
happiness of its members. However, the concept of happiness has been a topic of emphasis throughout the
history of the movement.

THOUGHT TERMINATING CLICHES
Accordingto Wikipedia:

Thought-terminating clichés, also known as thought-stoppers, arewords or phrases thatdiscourage
criticalthoughtand meaningful discussion abouta given topic. They aretypically short, generic truisms
that offer seemingly simpleanswers to complex questions or that distractattention away from other lines
of thought. They are often sayings thathave been embedded in a culture's folk wisdomand are tempting
to say becausethey often soundtrue or good or likethe rightthing to say. Some examples are: "Stop

thinkingso much", "here we go again"...

The term was popularized by psychiatrist RobertJay Lifton in his 1961 book, Thought Reform and the
Psychology of Totalism: A Study of "Brainwashing"in China. Lifton wrote, "The language of the totalist
environment is characterized by the thought-terminating cliché. The most far-reachingand complex of
human problems are compressed into brief, highly reductive, definitive-sounding phrases, easily

memorized and easily expressed. These become the start and finish ofanyideologicalanalysis".

Sometimes they are used in a deliberate attempt to shut down debate, manipulate others to think a
certain way, or dismiss dissent. However, some people repeat them, even to themselves, out of habit,
conditioning or as a defense mechanism.”#!

741 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clich%C3%A9#Thought-terminating_clich.C3.A9
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The use of thought terminating clichés is rife within Mormonism. Those that are repeated most often and held in

highest regard are those that areattributed to church leaders. Some of the more prominent ones include:

Table 1 - Thought terminating clichés

Cliché Implication or meaning

They (apostates)canleave the One doesn’t need to consider any of the concerns of those who have

church, but they can'tleaveitalone left because they are necessarily wrong.

Wickedness never was happiness. Those who do not believe andactinthe same way that Mormons do
are by definition unhappy, regardless of how they feel or appear.

I've had too many spiritual My subjective feelings are more important than anyfacts or

experiences to ever deny that the information which may be contraryto my feelings.

Churchis true.

Followthe prophet/Sustainthe One doesn’t need to criticallyanalyzedirection fromchurch leaders,

brethren because they arealways right.

Itis not pertinent to your salvation. Historicaland doctrinalissues thatlie outside of the central core
doctrines can be ignored without repercussion or discussion.

The gospel is perfect, the members The churchis still perceived to be perfect even though the leaders lie

arenot or do other things whichareimmoral. The ideais thatthe churchisa

separateentity from all of the leaders who choosewhat the church
should be and how it operates.

Doubt your doubts before you doubt Trust the institutionand chooseto believe rather than to critically
your faith742, examine elements of the faith which may be harmful or false.

QUESTIONS AND QUESTIONING

Early church leaders were generally not opposed to investigation, perhaps believingthatthey hadthe ultimate
truth. This attitude seems to have peaked with some intellectualsinthe churchinthe 1930, but continued into
the 1950s and 1960s when it was believed that true science would ultimately prove the truthfulness of the
church743, Researchers were sent to South America to try to prove the historicity of the Book of Mormon744, An
earlyleader boldly proclaimed:

Ifa faith will notbear to be investigated; ifits preachers and professors areafraid to have itexamined,
their foundation must be very weak.”4>

742 Made famous by Deiter Uchdorfin 2013 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2013/10/come-join-with-
us?lang=eng. Derived from a quote by F.F. Bosworth, a Pentecostal Pastor and faith healer who stated, “The
evidences for faith areso much stronger than those for doubting. Don't doubtyour faith; doubt your doubts, for
they are unreliable.” He went on to write, “Some have been miraculously healed whilereadingthe next sermon in
this book” on the same page. See

http://www.despatch.cth.com.au/Books V/Christ%20the%20Healer%20-%20F.%20F.%20Bosworth.pdf

743 See the improvement era, Sept 1962:
https://archive.org/stream/improvementera6509unse#fpage/n19/mode/2up/search/plates

744 Most of the researchin Central America trying to prove the Book of Mormon was done between 1948 and
1970. See: http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/01/how-mormon-lawyer-transformed-archaeology-mexico-
and-ended-losing-his-faith

745 George A. Smith (Journal Of Discourses, Volume: 14, Chapter: 4, Page: 217
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Startingaround the 1970s, there appears to have been a change in attitude’4%. Certain questions aredifficultfor
church leaders to answer and these questions aretypically notaddressed’4”. On rare occasions, firesides have
been held to address difficult questions of members.”#8 Often the questions arelimited to friendly sources and

pre-screened with answers prepared inadvance.

We don’t have to question anything in the church, don’t get off into that. Just stay in the Book of
Mormon. Just stayinthe Doctrine and Covenants. Just listen to the prophets. Just listen to the apostles.

We won’t lead you astray, we cannot lead you astray.”*?

General Conference word usage
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Figure 7 —Usage of various termsin General Conference per decade

PERSECUTION

Mormons may feel that they have been persecuted throughout their history and that they continue to be
persecuted. This feeling of being unfairlytreated by societyis similarto the persecution complex enjoyed by other
religions including Jehovah’s Witnesses and Scientologists. The higher level of persecution towards JWs and

Scientologists may be correlated to their being further from mainstreamsociety and beli efs.

Inthe 19t and early partof the 20t century, the emphasis on polygamy and differing views regarding fundamental
doctrines’>%, Mormons were well outside of mainstream American culture and the perceived level of persecution
was high. This may have reached a peak duringthe crackdown on polygamy (1885-1890) or duringthe Smoot

746 This may have been in part a reaction to the discovery of the papyruses that formed the source material for the
Book of Abraham.

747 https://youtu.be/F-DnXjG-37A?t=2m23s

748 Known as the Swedish Rescue: See http://www.mediafire.com/file/ot7rh9xj9m9898m/fireside-in-sweden-
partl.mp3

749 pddress by Ballard, M. Russell Ballard at YSA Devotional, Provo, October 2015. Availablehere:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3g0j1CYhLRXam5IMDNjbGhkT2M/view

750 The Mormon conception of the godhead/trinity, the afterlife,and the concept of Grace differ from main-stream
Christianity.
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hearings shortly thereafter’>1. Duringthe 1960s-80s, Mormons fitmuch better into a conservative American
movement and they experience high levels of growth andless perceived persecution. After about 2008, the
increasingemphasison the sinfulness of homosexuality combined with a societal acceptance of homosexuals and
equal marital rights has caused Mormonismto drift away from mainstream culture, and the sense of being

persecuted may be on the rise.”>2

Persecution of the perception of persecution often stimulates anautomatic response to shut out or fight the
perceived cause of the persecution. Leaders of the movement use this to effectively label members who left the
faith as Gentiles, anti-mormons, apostates, etc. and teach that these people areinspired by the devil to persecute

true believers.

PRAYER

Mormons are encouraged to pray to find answers to their questions and concerns. Prayeris considered to be the
ultimate tool in confirmingthe truthfulness of the church. At the same time, members are discouraged from
praying aboutthings do not align with the church’s teachings /doctrines. The followinginstructionina recent

manual is insightful:

Before concludingthe lesson, itmay be wiseto tell students that some people who have apostatized from
the Church arepracticing plural marriagetoday. They urge people to pray and ponder about whether itis
rightto practiceplural marriagetoday. We should not seek to receive revelation that is contrary to what
the Lord has revealed through His prophets.’>3

The onlyones inthe church who are authorized to pray about things which are contrary to what the Lord has
revealed through his prophets are the prophets themselves, as inthe caseof Official Declarations 1and 2. Even
suggestingthat churchleaders out to pray aboutsomething (as inthe caseof those inthe Ordain Women

initiative) canresultin excommunication.

SHUNNING

The practice of shunning, or removing people from your lifewho have left the faith, is notpracticed among
Mormons inthe same way or to the same degree that itis among the Jehovah’s Witnesses or Scientologists
(disconnection). However, in some cases ithas been encouraged, particularlyinthe1960s-1980s. Insomecases,
terminating contactwith “apostates” has been encouraged. This may include encouragingdivorce’s4;

.. Avoid those who would tear down your faith. Faith-killers are to be shunned. The seeds which they

plantinthe minds and hearts of men grow likecancer and eat away the Spirit.”>®

A member of the quorum of the 12 added in 2014:

751 The Reed Smoot hearings occurred between 1904 and 1907. See:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reed _Smoot_hearings

752 This is largely a societal drift to the left, rather thana change in Mormonism per se. This might be similarto the
view of racismwithin Mormonism, which was firstanissueraised by the greater societyas society became less
racistinthe 1950s and 1960s.

753 https://www.lds.org/manual/foundations-of-the-restoration-teacher-manual/lesson-20-plural-
marriage?lang=eng

754 https://youtu.be/zFgkYUxSpwl

755 https://www.lds.org/ensign/1981/11/opposition-to-the-work-of-god?lang=eng& r=1
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...the admonition to prefer Christ above all others, even our closest family members, applies also to
those who may have been born in the covenant. Many of us became members of the Church without
opposition, perhaps as children. The challenge we may confrontis remainingloyal to the Savior and His
Churchin the faceof parents,in-laws, brothers or sisters, or even our children whose conduct, beliefs, or
choices make it impossibleto supportboth Him and them. Itis nota question of love. We canand must
love one another as Jesus loves us...But, the Lord reminds us, “He that loveth father or mother more than
me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.” So
although familiallove continues, relationships may be interrupted and, according to the circumstances,

even support or tolerance at times suspended for the sake of our higher love.

Inreality, the best wayto help those we love—the best way to love them—is to continueto put the Savior
first. 1f we castourselves adriftfrom the Lord out of sympathy for loved ones who aresufferingor
distressed, then we losethe means by which we might have helped them. If, however, we remain firmly
rooted infaithin Christ,we areina position both to receive and to offer divinehelp. If (or | should say
when) the moment comes that a beloved family member wants desperately to turn to the only true and
lasting source of help, he or she will know whom to trust as a guide and a companion. In the meantime,
with the gift of the Holy Spiritto guide, we can perform a steady ministry to lessen the pain of poor
choices and bind up the wounds insofar as weare permitted. Otherwise, we serve neither those we love

nor ourselves.”>6
The following comments were made at the BYU commencement addressin2016:

A few of you may have run into some who have ceasedto holdfastto the ironrod, have wandered off the
straitand narrow path, and have become lost. They started sometimes with onlinetours of the territory
of the faithless. This indiscretion is often accompanied by failing to earnestly study the Book of Mormon
every dayand by the companion problem of gradually becominglaxin keeping other commandments.
This sometimes leads to listening and then hearkeningto those who mock the Church, its leaders, or its
history.

The faithless often promote themselves as the wise who can rescuethe rest of us from our naiveté. One
does not need to listento assertiveapostates for long to see the parallels between them and the Korihors,
Nehors, and Sherems of the Book of Mormon. We should disconnect, immediately and completely, from
listeningto the proselytizing efforts of those who have losttheir faith and instead reconnect promptly
with the Holy Spirit.”>7

SITUATIONAL ETHICS

Joseph Smith stated ina letter proposing(plural) marriageto a follower that:

Happiness is theobject and design of our existence; and will bethe end thereof, if we pursue the path
thatleads to it; and this pathis virtue, uprightness, faithfulness, holiness, and keepingall the
commandments of God. But we cannot keep all the commandments without firstknowingthem, and we
cannot expect to know all, or more than we now know unless we comply with or keep those we have

756 CES fireside by D. Christofferson (Quorumof 12 apostles) Sept 2014.
https://www.lds.org/broadcasts/article/ces-devotionals/2014/01/saving-your-life?lang=eng
757 https://speeches.byu.edu/talks/I-whitney-clayton getting-staying-connected/
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alreadyreceived. That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, and often is, right under

another.

God said, "Thou shaltnot kill;" atanother time He said, "Thou shaltutterly destroy." This is the principle
on which the government of heaven is conducted —by revelation adapted to the circumstances in which
the children of the kingdom are placed. Whatever God requires is right, no matter what it is, although we

may not see the reason thereof till longafter the events transpire.

If we seek firstthe kingdom of God, all good things will beadded. So with Solomon: firsthe asked
wisdom, and God gave it him, and with it every desire of his heart, even things which might be considered
ABOMINABLE to all who understand the order of heaven only in part, but whichin reality were right
because God gave and sanctioned by special revelation."”>8

UsingJoseph Smith was justifying Polygamy as a commandment from God and explaining why it was actually right

(for him to marry teenagers and other men’s wives, etc).

Mormon missionaries in Europeroutinely lied about the practice of polygamy through at leastthe late 1850s7°°.
This includes John Taylor who had 5-6 wives atthe time.”®® Many members who joinedin Europe firstlearned
about polygamy when they arrivedin SaltLake. Some left as aresult.

Situational ethics were encouraged of members when they were trying to avoidincarceration for crimes
associated with polygamy especiallyinthe 1880s. This practice may have continued for members who livedin
polygamistrelationships through aboutthe 1930s. The vast majority of these individuals were married prior to
1890 or in Mexico.

GOOGLE AND OTHER THREATS

GOOGLE AS ATOOL

The Mormon church has a longhistory of being interested in PR and creating a positive publi cimage. This goes
backto the work that Smoot didin convincing Hollywood execs to not release movies critical of Mormon in the
1920s.761 By 2000 however, Google was a more important and influential news and entertainment sourcethan

Hollywood.

The Mormon churchis activein sponsoringinternetsites and advertising with Google and other search enginesin
order to promote their viewpoints and preferred views of history. Content and comments on pages associated
with the Mormon church are highly censored’62, Members areencouraged to use the internet to “sharethe
gospel”

758 Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith pp. 255-256.

759 See for example Letters of an Apostate Mormon to his Son pg 68. Inthis example, the new converts asked if the
rumors that Brigham Young had 12 wives were true. They were told by the missionarythatthey were not true.
The missionary later explained their denial by sayingthatBrighamYoung actually had about30 wives at the time.
https://archive.org/details/lettersofapostat0Qinfree/page/68

760 See Ann Eliza Webb Young's "Wife No. 19" pp 328-332. http://imgur.com/a/xQ1vW

761 The studios agreed to not releasethe filmin return for Reed Smoot supportinglegislation which would help the
filmindustry.

762 This includes sites which arefunded through donations provided by the LDS church, but are not officially
sanctioned by the church, includingthoserun by the “More Good Foundation”. Rule #1 on one siteis, “Do not
post, upload, or otherwise submitanything to the site thatis derogatory towards The Church of Jesus Christof
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Members are encouraged to use the Internet to flood the earth with testimonies of the Savior and His
restored gospel. They should view blogs, social networks, and other Internet technologies as tools that
allowthem to amplify their voicein promoting the messages of peace, hope, and joy that accompany

faithin Christ.”®3

Beginning around 2007, the church recognized the power of social media and began to steer its recruitment efforts

inthis direction?64. In2011 L. Tom Perry remarked:

Today's "manner of conversation"seems to involvethe Internet more and more. We encourage people,
young and old, to use the Internet and the social media to reach out andsharetheir religious beliefs. As
you utilizethe Internet, you may come across ongoingconversationsaboutthe Church. When directed by

the Spirit, do not hesitate to add your voiceto these conversations.”6%
In 2014, Elder Bednar further encouraged:

...what has been accomplished thus farin this dis pensation communicating gospel messages through
social media channels is a good beginning—but only a small trickle.| now extend to you the invitation to
help transformthe trickleinto a flood. Beginning at this placeonthis day, | exhort you to sweep the earth
with messages filled with righteousness and truth—messages that are authentic, edifying,and
praiseworthy—and literally to sweep the earth as with a flood.”¢¢

GOOGLE AS A THREAT

The spread of informationis seen (rightly) as a threat to the church’s ability to dominate its narrative. Because of
this, efforts are made to avoid the spreading of information that might be damaging. All speeches given in General
Conference arefirstreviewed by the Priesthood Correlation committee’®’. Recordingor distributing notes from

regional and stake conferences is discouraged/prohibited.

Church membersshould not record the talks or addresses that General Authorities and Area Seventies

give at stake conferences, missionary meetings, or other meetings.’68

Any notes made when General Authorities, Area Seventies, or other general Church officers speakat
stake conferences or other meetings should not be distributed without the consent of the speaker.
Personal notes are for individual use only.”%°

Latter-day Saints, its teachings, orits leaders. Anti-LDS Propaganda will not be tolerated anywhere.” Source:
https://mormonhub.com/forums/announcement/1-mormon-hub-rules-please-be-familiar-with-these-rules-
before-posting/ Deseret News vets all comments prior to postingand only posts comments which agree with
current church positions.

763 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-policies ?lang=eng
21.1.22

764 https://devotional.byuh.edu/node/145

765 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/perfect-love-casteth-out-fear?lang=eng
766https://www.lds.org/prophets-and-apostles/unto-all-the-world/to-sweep-the-earth-as-with-a-flood?lang=eng
767 This started in 1984 after a talk given was seen as apostateand rewritten/re-recorded priorto release.
https://redd.it/3agkwk and https://redd.it/6ip7Zir

768 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-
policies/21.1?lang=eng& r=1#211 section21.1.33.

769 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-policies ?lang=eng
section21.1.39
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Members are encouraged to not use Google when they have questions about the church. This policy was laid out

by a member of the 12 apostles, the primary governing body of the churchin2016:

Teach them about the challenges they face when relying upon the Internet to answer questions of eternal
significance. Remind them that James did not say, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him Google!”

Wise people do not rely on the Internet to diagnoseand treat emotional, mental, and physical health
challenges, especially life-threatening challenges. Instead, they seek out health experts, those trained and

licensed by recognized medical and state boards. Even then, prudent people seek a second opinion.

Ifthat is the sensiblecourseto take in findinganswers for emotional, mental, and physical healthissues, it
is even more sowhen eternal lifeis atstake. When something has the potential to threaten our spiritual
life, our most precious family relationships, and our membership in the kingdom, we should find
thoughtful and faithful Church leaders to help us.””°

Church News articles from2017 also belittle Google and the information whichit can provide:

(Doctrinal Mastery —the new Seminary Teaching program)is good becausewe aregetting help from

somebody who ... is a true source, not from Google or something.”’!
A recent video promoting some new church publications proclaimed:

..When I’'m hanging out with friends and things are being thrown at us. “Just Google it” (um) But
sometimes you can’t just Google something. Church History (the book) can help us, not only understand
the church,and how it came to be, and what a blessingitis, butit can help us understand ourselves and
understand what our purposeisinlife.”’2

In spite the teachings that Google is not accurateand should notbe used when studying church history, the church
invests heavilyinadvertising with Google. Most Google searches related to Mormonism resultinadds from the
Mormon Church. Atypical searchonthe term “Joseph Smith” or “Mormon” in 2017 will resultin 7 or more of the
top 10 hits leadingto church sponsored or owned web sites. Factual and historicalinformationis availablefrom
Wikipedia, which often ranks high, but other accurateor critical sites generally do not make the top 20 results.

The pervasiveness of advertisingis demonstrated by the factthat there are even Mormon ads onthe ex-mormon
siteon Reddit whichis highly critical of the church?73. Figures regardingspendingon these campaigns arenot
publicallyavailable. Itis estimated however thatthe Mormon Church spends more than 3.6 Million USD/yearin

directadvertising with Google alone.””*

Between 2011 and 2018, Mormonthink.com was the only known religious sitewhichis blocked fromthe pseudo-
public’7> WIFl availablein all LDS buildings. Accordingto some reports, CESLetter.org and Reddit (including

770 https://www.lds.org/broadcasts/article/evening-with-a-general-authority/2016/02/the-opportunities-and-

responsibilities-of-ces-teachers-in-the-21st-century?lang=eng

771 http://www.deseretn ews.com/article/865674663/One-year-into-Doctrinal-Mastery.html

772 https://youtu.be/ISIV6nAZTgc?t=37s

773 Ads were run for a short periodin Feb 2017. Later, these ads were removed. However, FairMormon ads have
been run on various redditforums including thefaithful and doubting forums in 2018 and 2019.

774 https://www.quora.com/How-much-money-does-th e-mormon-church-spend-on-Google-advertisements-each-
year

775 The password,”Pioneer47” is used in all buildings and is widely availableonline.
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reddit.com/r/exmormon) are also blocked in some buildings startingaround 2015. AroundJune 2017, it appears
that the site www.reddit.com had been blocked from at leastsome LDS buildings.

SECULARISM

Secularismis increasinginthe US and the west resultinginvirtually allreligions losingmillennialsin large
numbers’76. The LDS churchis no exception and is working hard to maintain this demographic. The number of
people growing up as Mormon who no longer claimthe church as adults has gonefrom about 10-20%in the 1980s
to about36% as 0f 2014777, Whilethis number is lower than most other religions, the general trends of western
society towards secularismhas had animpacton Mormonism.

LOWER BIRTH RATES

Lower birth rates inthe US have caused the rate of growth inthe churchto fall substantially. However, Mormons
still havethe largest number of children of any major Americanfaith at an average of 3.4 children’’8. Leaders
continue to emphasize early marriage, women stayingathome rather than entering the workplace’’?, and large
family sizes. This emphasis may haveincreased after birth rate trends became clear around 2010.78° The effect of
birth rates on growth is notlimited to Mormonism and has had a significant impacton the growth of evangelicals

as wel|781,

SO WHAT?

From their earliestdays, Mormons have often been described as ‘good people’. This accountfrom 1835is typical:

Whilel am exposingthese palpableimpositions of the apostles of Mormonism, candor obliges me to say,
that many of the common people are industrious, good neighbors, very sincerely deceived, and possibly
very sincerechristians. They seem to delight inthe duty of prayer,and the services of devotion, and their
zeal goes far beyond anything seen among sober christians. Some areenterprisingand intelligent,
conversantwith the bible,and fond of reading: and here, | apprehend, many who have heard of them
only by common report, are mistaken; supposingthem all to be ignorantand degraded, a nd beneath the
notice of all respectable people. The prevalence of religious delusionisnotto be attributed so much to
mere ignorance, as to the structure and prejudices and pernicious habits of the mind, a predisposition to
be captivated with anythingthatis new or wonderful.”82

776 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/13/a-closer-look-at-americas-rapidly-growing-religious-
nones/

777 See https://religionnews.com/2016/04/14/mormons-20s-30s-leaving-lds-church/ and
https://religionnews.com/2019/03/27/how-many-millennials-are-really-leaving-the-lds-church/

778 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/22/mormons-more-likely-to-marry-have-more-children-than-
other-u-s-religious-groups/

779 See for example: What Do You Envisionin Life? by Erich W. Kopischke -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6KbbL1nSLE

780 See https://youtu.be/FBH04500aY0?t=7m where the Quorum of the 12 talks about a report on this subject.
781 Evangelicals haveamong the highest birth rates of any religious group and this accounts for much of their
growth. See https://religioninpublic.blog/2018/01/29/the-graying-of-white-evangelicalism/

782 Truman Coe "Mormonism," The Ohio Observer (Hudson), 11 August 1836. The Cincinnati Journal and Western
Luminary, 25 August 1835 (p. 4) as quoted: http://www.boap.org/LDS/Early-Saints/Coe.html
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Many Mormons are genuinely nice people. The church strives to create a moral community that both inspiresand
shames its members into livingwithin a strict moral framework. This framework values honesty, chastity, hard
work, and patriotism783,

Indeed, being religious inanyreligion has several health benefits as noted in the Tel egraph:

Reports have shown that churchgoers livean average seven years longer than heathens. They report
lower blood pressure, recover quicker from breast cancer, have better outcomes from coronary disease
andrheumatoid arthritis, havegreater success with IVF and areless likely to have children with

meningitis.’84

At the same time, itis clearthatthe LDS churchis not whatitclaims tobe. It claims to be the Kingdom of God on
the earth with unchangingdoctrine and direct authority granted by angelsin 1829. It claims thatits founder,
Joseph Smith, was an honest, upright man who could translateancientlanguages and who was only following the
directcommandments of God and angels’8> when he married or had intimaterelationshipswith more than 30
women. Racistdoctrineestablished by Joseph Smith and BrighamYoung lead to institutionalized discrimination
for more than a century’86. 19t century teachings, beliefs,and practices were buried for the correlated history
developed inthe 20t™ century. In more recent times, DNA testing makes claims about Israelites beingthe
ancestors of all native peoples in North & South American andthe PacificIslandsas outlinedin the Book of
Mormon seem ridiculous. Claims about Adam being the father to the whole human population livingin 4000 BC,
as well as the literal interpretations of Noah’s Flood and the Tower of Babel are not consistentwith empirical

evidence or critical biblical research.

Many Modern Mormons would simply say: “So what?” They believe that the modern teachings of the churchare
virtuous and moral, and that this aloneallows them to forgive any past“errors in judgement” that the church
might have made. These members may choose to believe a figurativeinterpretation of scripturerather than the

literal interpretation thatwas taught from the pulpitthrough the 1960s.

The Mormon Church has not performed a leadership roleon many importantethical andsocial issues. Atbest, itis
typicallya ‘slowfollower’ of societal reforms. The bulk of the talks given in General Conference regardingthe
problems associated with alcohol were given inthe 1930s after prohibition was lifted. The church welfare program
was up and runningabout 8 years after the need appeared inthe form of the Great Depression and one year
before employment rates started returningto normal. Civil rights groups were derided by church leadership as
being a front organization for communists. Onthe one issuewhere Mormons were more progressivethan their
surrounding culture (women’s suffrage), appears to have been motivated by church officials trying to maintain

political power by controlling thevote and elected offices.

783 patriotism has been valued within Mormonism sinceaboutthe firstworld war (1920s). Until about 1930, the
oath of vengeance (on the United States) for the killing of Joseph and Hyrum was repeated as partof the
endowment ceremony inthe Temple.

784 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/10914137/What-God-does-to-your-brain.html

785 Joseph stated to at least3 women that anangel with a sword appeared to himand threatened his lifeif he did
not marry them. Here is the apologetic accountof this incident:

https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Question: Did_Joseph claim_that an_angel threatened him_with_a_%2
2drawn_sword%22 or_%22flaming sword%22 if a_woman_refused to_marry him%3F

786 This discrimination isnow blamed on the leaders and their cultureand is rejected as having ever been doctrine.
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Most doctrines or practices haveboth positiveand negative consequences. Whileone canargue whether or not
the positive outweighs the negative, itis important to realizethat the impactof the churchinone’s lifeis mixed.”®’
Here are some of the modern teachings which may have unintended negative consequences.

1) Be ye therefor perfect: The Mormon perspective on this New Testament commandment is thatthere is a
literal requirement to become perfect, and that this perfection is among other things perfect charityfor
those around them and the absenceof negative thoughts oractions. This can be a motivating factor
which helps members to act more charitabletowards people, especially peopleintheir group (i.e. the
church). However, this requirement can alsoleadtoanxiety and depression. Insome cases,itcanalso
lead to sin/repentancecycles when members take the sacramenton a weekly basis, makingimpossible
promises (covenants) of perfection and then repeatedly breakingthem. This cyclemay be the basisfor
depression or low feelings of self-worth among some members.’88 In other cases,itmakes believing
members more likely to become victims of abuse.

2) Racial purity doctrines: In the late 1800s, polygamistchurch members were referred to as being
genetically deficient’8? and impure by the educated populations inthe east. Perhaps in partto respond to
this, racial purity, including the exclusion of Blacks fromthe priesthood was practiced720. This probably
led to greater unity withinthe movement. However, italsoledto widespread discrimination againstblack
and a justification of white privilege. These doctrines have been changingsincethe banon blacks holding
the priesthood was lifted in 1978. Nevertheless, there is stilla strongtendency to depict Christasa
northern European. Works of Carl Bloch areubiquitous in church buildings and official publications.
Members are taught that Christhas blueeyes and was seen as such by a prophet invision. Itis taught
that church members and most people inthe churchare literally descendants of Abraham and that this is
animportant factor in determining the spirituality (i.e.value) of an individual. Members continue to be
discouraged frommarryinginterracially’?! and pictures of mixed marriage couples are generally not
includedin conference publications. Perhaps for this reason, the ethnical diversity of the Mormon
movement has failed to increase despitethis trend invirtually every other American religion.”°2

3) Testimony doctrines: Members aretaught that anyone who wants to believe canand will havea
manifestation of the spirit. They are taught that skepticismin spiritual matters is evil and thatpeople who
engage inskeptical, critical thinkingin this realmarein danger of eternal consequences and are acting
againstthe will of God. Members are taught to valuespiritual experiences as moreimportant than
rational conclusionsbased onresearch and study. The emphasis on faith serves to bind the community

787 See also an excellent analysis here:
https://docs.google.com/viewer?url=https://github.com/faenrandir/a_careful examination/raw/852010ca825193
b8e3e2913795f7f1a29a1963bd/documents/helps_and_harms/Helps_and_Harms.pdf

788 A good example of this was George Albert Smith.
http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1056&context=mormonhistory

783 On asidenote, dueinpartto intermarriageand polygamy, Utah is anideal laboratory for studying raregenetic
disorders. See for example: http://www.nytimes.com/2004/07/31/us/by-accident-utah-is-proving-an-ideal-
genetic-laboratory.html

790 Whileitis true that Mormons were considered to be “non-white” or genetically defective by those inthe east,
this judgment probably came after the anti-black doctrines wereestablished inthe about 1850. The basis for
these doctrines comes from the writings of Smith including the Book of Abraham and his rewriting of Genesis.

791 A prominent speech from 1976 discouraginginterracial marriageis still included in the official lesson manuals of
the church. See: https://www.lds.org/manual/aaronic-priesthood-manual-3/lesson-31-choosing-an-eternal-
companion?lang=eng

792 See http://www.pewforum.org/2015/05/12/americas-changing-religious-landscape/pf 15-05-

05 _rls2 diversity640px/
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together, and allows uneducated members to gainrelatively high status within the organization.
However, it canalso effectively ostracizethose who fail to have the promised religious experiences.
Studies suggest that about 10% of individualsareproneto spiritual experiences, 10%are prone to not
have them, and 80% aresomewhere in between. Mormon society values thoseindividuals who have
natural or cultivated tendencies to have spiritual experiences. Ironically however, spectacular spiritual
experiences (such as claimingto see God or Jesus) which were highlyvaluedinthe early churcharenow
often treated as asigns of apostasy’?3.

4) Financial Success: Mormons aretaught that financialsuccess isassociated with righteousness. When
Stake presidents arebeing chosen, the authority who comes to make the call often reviews the amounts
of the 10 highesttithe givers inthe stake and uses this informationin selecting candidates for the new
presidency. This often results in people with good organizationalskillsleadingthegroup. Any tendency
to embezzle might also be lower becausethe leaders are wealthy. However, this teaching may lead those
who areunsuccessful financially to question their righteousness. Similarly, members may judge each
other based on this doctrine more than they otherwise would.

5) Marriage as arequirement for heaven: Heterosexual marriageis taught as being importantfor a happy
familyinthis lifeand as necessaryto get into heaven’°4. This teaching encourages members to continue
inrelationships when they are difficultand to prioritizetheir marriages. At the same time, this teaching
has a huge impacton homosexuals, who cannot go to the highest degree of heaven. Homosexuals are
taught that their desires areevil and that any expression of physical lovewillresultin their eternal
punishment. Though atleastthe 1980s, homosexuals were encouraged to marry someone of the
oppositesex inorder to ‘cure’ their homosexuality. These beliefs and practices have led to a very high
rate of suicides among gays within Mormon communities, especially amongteens’>. Another group that
itimpacted significantly by this requirement is the older single population, whichis under significant
pressure (external andinternal)to get married. Up to about the 1970s, members were taught that those
who did not make it to the celestial kingdomwould have their sexuality/gender removed inthe
afterlife.”96

6) Sex being evil and forbidden prior to marriage and young marriage is encouraged: The moral purity
requirements may influence people insome cases to marry prematurely and to an incompatible partner.
Members who have premarital sexand become pregnant are by defaultcounseled to marry whether or
not they have fundamentals required to create a successful marriage. Divorcerates for such marriages
are high7?7. Itis considered more righteous and normal within Mormonism for a couple thatis 20 years
old and has known each other for 2 months to get marriedthan itis fora 50 year old couplethat has
dated for 10 years to start living together without formal marriage.

7) Financial priorities: Members are commanded by leadership (and, based on their beliefs God) to
prioritizethe churchintheir financial giving. This maylead to insufficientfunds for retirement and other
financialstress, particularly for poor members. This can be especially hard for students who may take out

793 See: http://www.mormonstories.org/how-the-lds-q12-think/

794 While one can get into the lower levels of the Celestial kingdom (heaven) without being married, the highest
degree isreserved for those who are wed.

795 This is seen particularlyin Utah, especially after 2010.

796 Doctrines of Salvation.vol. 2, pg. 287-288 - https://archive.org/details/Doctrines-of-Salvation-volume-2-joseph-
fielding-smith

797 http://www.deseretn ews.com/article/865632962/U-professor-finds-new-trends-between-age-and-divorce-
rates.html
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larger educational loansin order to be able to paytithing. Members are encouraged to paytithing even if
they do not have the means to feed their children.”%8

8) Divorce isto be strictlyavoided, exceptin some cases when members are counseled to leave unbelieving
spouses. Avoidingdivorceis to be admired in some individuals, butthe blanket applicationarguablyis
bad council for those involved in abusiverelationships. Divorcerates within Mormonism on the whole
aresimilar tothe larger populations in which they live. However, Mormon-Mormon divorcerates are
lower, with those in mixed-faith marriages beingsignificantly higher than the surrounding population.”9?

9) Group cohesion: The trust withinthe larger group allows Mormons to efficiently build relationships
based on a common beliefin God anda common valuestructure. An informal employment network is
formed which helps many members find work and advancein their careers. However, this trust also leads
to abuseinthe form of multi-level marketing campaigns which are common within Mormonism,
particularlyin Utah.

10) Truth as a value: Mormonismyvalues truth and requires this of the membership, but not the
leadership890, This paradox requires adherents to live with cognitivedissonance, whichinsome cases can
lead to frustration, anger, or other negative emotions.

11) No other success can compensate for failure in the home: This quote, repeated by David O. McKay is
meant to emphasize the importance of parenting. However, when children chooseto |eave the Mormon
church, it may make their parents feel likefailures. In some cases, parents have been encouraged to kick
out children who are homosexual.80!

12) The Good Name of the Church is the highest priority: Thisis underscoredindisciplinary councilsandin
the way in which sexual abusescandalsarehandled. This leads to cash payments of millions of dollarsin
settlements rather than going to trial where unpleasantfacts aboutthe church’s mishandling of abusers
and abused might come to light.892 Because the church prioritizes its own corporate health and image
over that of individuals, itunnecessarily harms a greatnumber of individuals. For this reason,some
consider the Mormon churchto have corporatenarcissistic tendencies.

WHAT’S NEXT

GAY AND MORMON

In 1890 and 1904, the Mormon Church renounced polygamy through a series of Manifestos. These were not
meant to change doctrineso much as the actual practice, and the official doctrine of polygamy remains within the

798 See https://www.lds.org/ensign/2012/12/sacred-transformations?lang=eng

79% Inthe book “In faith and Doubt”, the author argues that interfaith marriages are often successfuland can be
made to work in most cases. However, he gives two exceptions which are statistically much more difficult:
Mormons and JWs. In these cases, the mixed faith marriage has about doublethe divorce rate.

800 Numerous examples of the church leadership lying or being deceitful have been made, and punishmentis
extremely rare. In one extreme case, Paul H. Dunn was found to have to have fabricated stories in his talks for
more than 20 years. He alsoclaimed to have been a semi-pro baseballplayer. He was dismissed fromis calling,
but never formally censured or disciplined.

801 This course of action was advocated by Apostle Boyd Packer around 1980. As lateas 2007, Apostle Oaks stated,
“l canalsoimaginesomecircumstances in whichitmight be possibletosay, ‘Yes, come, but don’t expect to stay
overnight. Don’t expect to be a lengthy house guest. Don’t expect us to take you out and introduce you to our
friends, or to deal with you ina publicsituation thatwould imply our approval of your “partnership.”
http://www.mormonnewsroom.org/article/interview-oaks-wickman-same-gender-attraction

802 See https://redd.it/89u8d5 and

https://mormonleaks.io/wiki/index.php?title=File: NSTANCES OF CHILD_SEXUAL_ABUSE_ALLEGEDLY PERPETRAT
ED_BY MEMBERS _OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS_CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY_ SAINTS-2017-06.pdf
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Mormon faith. However priorto the change, a series of statements indicated thatwere a change to be made, this
would indicatethatthe church had gone intoapostasyor thatit was never true. Given that the Republicansran on
a platform of abolishingslavery and polygamyin 1860, the Mormons were effective in holdingout againstthe
prevailingsocial opinion foratleast30years. Priorto makingthe change, the pressure of the existinglaws were so
great than in 1884 there appears to have been an entrenchment where leaders were forced to either actively
participatein polygamyorresign from their positions. Believingin plural marriagewas required for a temple
recommend inthe earliestrecord we have of the worthiness interview.

Very similar statements were made with respect to given the priesthood to blacks. Inthis case, the social
pressures to change the priesthood doctrine began around the late 50s. By the late 60s,these pressures increased
when Stanford University refused to participatein athletic events with BYU. Other legal actions duringthe 70s
may have increased the pressure. However, even inthe mid-1970s,those who failed to believe and support the
restrictive priesthood policy were accordingto some accounts not considered worthy to enter the temple. When
the change was made in 1978, of Utah County residents, 39 percent saidthatthey did not think that it would ever
happen (priesthood given to blacks)andanadditional 40 percentexpected it to happen years inthe future (after
Christ’s return), duringthe Millenium, or “not in my lifetime”.893 Inthis case(as with the change in polygamy),

church members appear to have been caught off-guard.

There are two prominent socialissues today where most western churches havemade shifts and where one could
imaginea shiftwithin Mormonismover the next 50 years. The firstisinrespectto the way they treat gays and

their children. The second is how they treat women and their rolewithin leadership of the organization.
Mormon authorJohn LLund summarized as follows:

Social pressureand even government sanctions cannotbe expected to bringforth a new revelation... all
the social pressures in theworld will not change what the Lord has decreed to be...804

Modern Mormons would probably agree with this sentiment. However, they may not realizethat he was talking
about Blacks not receiving the priesthood, and not about gays being limited within Mormonismor women being

restricted from the priesthood.
When on trial, Lorenzo Snow (prophet and president of the LDS church) stated:

Though | go to prison, God will not change His law of Celestial Marriage (polygamy). But the man, the
people, the nation, that opposeand fight againstthis doctrineand the Church of God, will be
overthrown 805

The Nov 2015 policy included requirements for a child with homosexual parents8°® who wants to be baptized,

confirmed, serve on a mission, etc., included the following:

1. The childaccepts andis committed to livethe teachings and doctrine of the Church, and specifically
disavows the practice of same-gender cohabitationand marriage.

803 Tanner, The Changing World of Mormonism, pp 318-319.

804 John L. Lund, The Church and the Negro, 1967 pp 45-49. As quoted in Tanner, pg 317.

805 Historical Record, p. 144 quoted inTanner, pg 269.

806 http://www.deseretn ews.com/article/865640835/Church-updates-policies-on-families-in-same-sex-
marriages.html Quotes taken from Handbook 1. This new policy or doctrinewas put inplaceinresponseto the
legalization of gay marriageinthe US.
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2. The childis oflegal ageand does not live with a parent who has lived or currently lives in a same-gender

cohabitation relationship or marriage.

The requirement to disavowa certain way of livingis reminiscentof earlier requirements to embrace polygamy at
leastintheory inorder to be ableto go to the temple or the celestial kingdom. For many years the church taught
that “same gender attractions” were evil because the participants were not married®°”. Now LDS leaders teach

that gays incommitted relationshipsareevil when they are married.

In 2016 on Sept 25th, the church published a flier to Stake presidents and Bishops which stated in part the

following:
Will the Church Ever Change Its Doctrine and Sanction Same-Sex Marriages?

Central to God’s plan, the doctrine of marriage between a man and woman is anintegral teachingof The

Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints and will not change.8%8

On Apr 4, 2019 after less than 3 years, the LDS church publically dropped atleastsome parts of its controversial
November Policy.89% Oaks,who had been called outas one of the 10 ten homophobes inthe world by one
magazine in 2018810 delivered the address regarding the reversal. Whilesome updates were made inthe May
2019 handbook, many of policies regardinghomosexuals and their children remain unchanged and same-sex
marriageremains anactof apostasyas of June 2019.

Whileone canonly speculateas to when, if, or how policies regarding gays and women will change within the
church, these are the two primary areas where societal norms aresignificantly divergentfrom church norms 811, In
the caseof the priesthood ban, the “doctrine” was publically changed to a “policy” several years before it was
changed. Itis likelythatthe church will followa similar courseshoulditdecideto changeits practices towards
Gays or women.

WOMEN AND THE PRIESTHOOD

Women played an activerolein the early church, especially after the organization of the Relief Society in 1842.

They were involvedin healingthe sickthough the laying on of hands.

Inthe next meeting, Joseph Smith specifically addressed the propriety of women giving blessings:"If God
gave his sanction by healing.. . there could be no more sin in any female laying hands on the sick than

807 |t was intended that we use this power only with our partner in marriage. | repeat, very plainly, physical mischief
with another man is forbidden. Itis forbidden by the Lord. [Boyd K. Packer, “To Young Men Only,” General
Conference, Oct. 1976.] See: http://www.lds-mormon.com/only.shtml| orthe video: https://www.lds.org/general-
conference/1976/10/media/session_5_talk 1/2680671857001?lang=eng

808 hitps://imgur.com/a/THQtm retrieved 2017.02.10

8039 https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2019/04/04/Ids-church-dumps-its/

810 https://www.advocate.com/news/2018/12/24/10-biggest-homophobes-and-transphobes-2018#media-gallery-
media-0

811 hitps://www.docdroid.net/FifHhYu/prince-mcmurrin-lecture-protected.pdf - a speech given by active Mormon
Greg Prince- provides a clear argument for a change of policy with respect to homosexuals.
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in wetting the face with water." There were women ordained to heal the sickanditwas their privilegeto

do so. "Ifthe sisters should havefaith to heal the sick," he said, "let all hold their tongues"812

Itis importantto note that women who were healingina variety of roles (both insideand outside of the temple)
were healing by the “power of God” and not by the “power of the priesthood”. The concept of the priesthood as a

unique power seems to have developed much later, perhaps as lateas the 1960s.
By the early 20t century, laying on of hands by women was discouraged. In 1926, Heber J. Grant stated:

(priesthood leaders) do not encourage calling in the sisters to administer to the sick, as the scriptures
tell us to call intheElders, who hold the priesthood of God and have the power and authority to

administer to the sickinthe name of Jesus Christ.813

In keeping with this trend of reduced participation or authority given to women, by the 1960s women were not

allowed to prayinsacrament meetings:

The FirstPresidency recommends that onlythose who bear the Melchizedek Priesthood or Aaronic
Priesthood be invited to offer the opening and closing prayers in sacrament meetings, includingfast

meetings. This also applies to priesthood meetings.814

Not only can women not prayinlarger meetings, but they arenot even supposed to translateblessings unlessa
male priesthood member cannot perform this function. The following comes from the current (2016) leadership

manual:

A presiding officer mayaska priesthood holder to interpret an ordinanceor blessingifthe recipientis
deaf or hearingimpaired.Ifa priesthood holder is not available, a presiding officer mayaska woman to

do the interpretation.81>

In 1978 church president Spencer W. Kimball saiditis "permissiblefor sisters to offer prayers in any meetings they
attend."816 They have been allowed to say prayersinsacrament meeting sincethat time. Since 1984, women have
spoken regularlyin General conference (though ata much lower frequency than men — roughly 5%)817.

In2013, anonlinecampaign to allowwomen to say prayers in General Conference was arguably successful.818
Since April of 2013, women have said some of the prayers in each general conference.

812 https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue VI8NO3 23.pdf pg 22. This
articlegives a much more full account of how women participatedinactions nowreserved to men holdingthe
priesthood.

813 Heber J. Grant to Zina Young Card, March 26,1926, Zina Card Brown Family Collection, Church History Library,
SaltLake City (as quoted by: https://www.lds.org/topics/joseph-smiths-teachings-about-priesthood-temple-and-
women?lang=eng )

814 The Priesthood Bulletin, 1967.

815 https://www.lds.org/handbook/handbook-2-administering-the-church/selected-church-
policies/21.1?lang=eng& r=1#211

816 This may have been inresponse to pressures relatingto the Church’s strong stance againstthe ERA movement.
See Marvin K. Gardner, “News of the Church,” Ensign, Nov. 1978, 100 for the full quote and announcement.

817 http://www.116pages.com/2016/05/women-speaking-at-lds-general.html NOTE: As women started speaking
ingeneral conference after 1966, the 3% statisticinthis sourceis misleading. The current figures are probably 5%
or slightly higher.

818 http://letwomenpray.blogspot.com/
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The Ordain Women movement was founded on March 17t 2013 by Kate Kelly.81° The stated purposeof the
organization was toask the brethren to prayabout the possibility of women receivingthe priesthood. One part of
the movement included directaction where women requested permission to attend the priesthood sessions of
conference. Kate Kelly was excommunicated inabstensiaJune 23, 2014. Other followers of the movement and
family members of Kate Kelly who were not themselves involvedinthe movement have been released from

callings or had their temple recommends taken away.

Greg Princehas argued that Kate Kelly and other activists have hurtthe progress of women inthe church due to
the tendency by church leaders to react negatively to perceived pressures to change the movement.82° Given the
level of sexismwithin members of the LDS movement821, any change regarding priesthood is not expected in the

near term.

Nevertheless, a key change was made to wording of the endowment in 2019 to remove much of the sexist
languageand allowingwomen to covenant directly with “Christ” rather than their husbands. Eve was alsogivena
largerroleinthe presentation. Alsoin 2019 Nelson seemed to emphasize that women have some form of the

priesthood (to be used onlyin the temple) based on their temple ordinances822,

LITERAL INTERPRETATION OF GENESIS AND EVOLUTION

Joseph Smith interpreted the book of Genesis literally, as was common of American Christiansin his life-time.
However, he alsowove parts of this storyinto the Book of Mormon. The tower of Babel is the starting pointfor
the Jaredite people who were said toinhabitthe Americas from about2500-2200 to 600 BCE. They were said to

be the firstinhabitants of the Americas and spoke inthe pure Adamiclanguage.

Prophets up to and includingJoseph Fielding Smith (activeinthe 1950s-1970s) taughta literal version of these
early events and taught that the scientific theories of Evolution were false.®Vii Such teachings were made over the
pulpitin General Conference atleastaslateas 1975 by anapostle823, Noah’s arkand the flooding of the entire
surfaceof the earth is taught as being the baptismfor the earth. Some modern apologists havegone so faras to
concludethat the earth is filled with water and that this water was the sourcefor the rains thatcovered all land

masses duringthis catastrophic event.824

819 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordain_Women

820 https://youtu.be/CACWV1CODTw?t=1h14m5s

821 https://religioninpublic.blog/2019/06/17/support-for-womens-equality-across-religious-groups-varies-
considerably/

822 https://www.thechurchnews.com/leaders-and-ministry/2019-10-05/general-conference-october-2019-
president-nelson-women-session-163179

823 https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1975/10/once-or-twice-in-a-thousand-years?lang=eng Bruce R.
McConkie:“One such event took place six millennia ago ina garden which was planted eastward in Eden when the
man Adam and the woman Eve fell that men might be. Another such event altered the courseof history when an
aged prophet believed God and builtanarkwherein he and seven others, out of all theinhabitants of the earth,
were saved from a watery grave.” In 1978 Kimball published “A letter to a friend” which states on page 12, “l am
expressingthe truths of God as interpreted by six thousandyears of the Lord’s prophets...” which infers but does
not explicitly statea young earth.

824 Dean Sessions —See: http://www.sltrib.com/home/5139231-155/byu-and-uvu-scientists-question-research.
Sessions is notofficially associated with the Church when he teaches this material atconferences, but virtually of
the attendees to this paid forum are Mormons.
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Modern Mormons who are educated may struggle with official proclamations about Adamand Noah as scientific
evidence and consensus is very clear on both of these matters. The earth is 100’s of millions of years old and there
is nogenetic “Adam” of the human species. Evolutionis the basis of modern biological studies.

Leadership may be preparingfora doctrinal shifton these subjects through the following measures:

1) Stating that the Book of Mormon isn’tmeant as a historical text.825
2) Takinga neutral stanceon Evolution after about 1970insome cases.®2® In 1971, evolution which had
been banned from the church owned university (BYU) sinceabout1910 was reintroduced into the science

curriculum.
Rather than focusingon Evolution, post 1980s Mormon leaders generallyfocus on the concept that:

1. Adam isthefirstman —literally,and Eve was the firsthuman woman2?7,
2. Adam fell and this fall necessitated Christand the atonement
3. The atonement is necessary for every person’s salvation

On some occasions, particularly away from General Conference, churchleaders still stateor strongly infer that the
age of the human populated earth is about 6000 years. One apostlemade this claimas lateas 2016.828 They have

alsostated that they do not believe in evolution as lateas 2007.82°

By avoidingthe topic in general church meetings, they may be hoping to avoid the controversies around evolution
and pave the way for some sortof doctrinal shiftin the future. An official statement®3% in Feb 2016, while avoiding
a direct statement on the topic, hints that evolution and a creation of Adam and Eve could be compatible. Time
periods for the creation areinferred to correspond with the accepted scientific timelines.®3! In Oct2016 they
clarified that “The church has no official position on the theory of evolution... Nothi ng has been revealed
concerningevolution.” However, they went on to saythat “God directed the creation of Adam and Eve and placed
their spirits intheir bodies. Weare all descendants of Adam and Eve, our firstparents, who were created in God’s
image. There were no spirit children of Heavenly Father on the earth before Adam and Eve were created .”®32 They
seem to be drawinga distinction between “humanoid” forms of people who lived prior to 6000 BC and Adam and
Eve, who are the physical progenitors of all of humanity.

825 https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/07/a-treasured-testament?lang=eng

826 One notable exception was the Jan 1998 articlein the Ensign entitled The Flood and the Tower of Bable:
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1998/01/the-flood-and-the-tower-of-babel ?2lang=eng

827 See https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/where-justice-love-and-mercy-meet?lang=eng for a
typical example

828 Marriagestated as aninstitution thatis “5000 years” old. https://voutu.be/tFxIUxKhVBY?t=7m40s .Instake
conference, Holland has claimed that there were 4000 years between Adam and Christas recent as 2016. See
https://youtu.be/K4 LcENySzQ?t=Am11s

829 http://www.pewforum.org/2007/05/16/in-focus-mormonism-in-modern-america/

830 Whileconsidered by apologiststo be an official statement (https://voutu.be/HKsak0ZKbVk?t=1400), it should
be noted that it was printed in the youth magazineand not the adultliterature or more official Ensign magazine.
831 https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/02/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-
dinosaurs.html?lang=eng

832 https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/10/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-
evolution?lang=eng

171


https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/07/a-treasured-testament?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1998/01/the-flood-and-the-tower-of-babel?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/where-justice-love-and-mercy-meet?lang=eng
https://youtu.be/tFxIUxKhVBY?t=7m40s
https://youtu.be/K4_LcENySzQ?t=4m11s
http://www.pewforum.org/2007/05/16/in-focus-mormonism-in-modern-america/
https://youtu.be/HKsaK0ZKbVk?t=1400
https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/02/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-dinosaurs.html?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/02/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-dinosaurs.html?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/10/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-evolution?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/study/new-era/2016/10/to-the-point/what-does-the-church-believe-about-evolution?lang=eng

By way of comparison, Catholicismhas accepted evolution sinceabout 1950 (while still insisting that God creates

the souls ofindividuals).

As of 2014, about 11% of Mormons believe that humans evolved due to natural processes.833 By comparison,98%
of scientists believein evolution®3*and 33% of Americans believe that evolution occurred due to natural processes.

THE BOOKS OF JOSEPH

Joseph Smith claimed to have divinely created the following texts:

1) The Book of Mormon

2) Lectures on Faith

3) The Doctrine and Covenants

4) The Pearl of Great Price(including the Books of Moses and Abraham)
5) The inspiredversion ofthe Bible (Joseph Smith Translation).

Each of these areproblematicto a greater orlesser degree, and several were not canonized duringhis lifetime.
The LDS church has removed the Lectures on Faith from the D&C, so decanonizingscriptureis notwithout
precedence. Given the problems of historicity with the Book of Abraham, the RLDS church recognized itas
something other than what itclaimedto be inthe 1970s835. There is purportedly some pressure athigh levels

within the LDS church to decanonizethe book of Abraham.836

The Inspired Version of the Biblewas never canonized,and there is littlereason to believe that this will change

given the many problems with the text837.

The Book of Mormon suffers from anachronisms, plagiarism,and a lack of physical evidence®38. This is
compounded with problems created by a changinghistorical narrativeregarding how the work was produced. For
these reasons, within the RLDS faith there are varyingviews with respect to the divinity of the BoM. Allowingfor
such diversity of opinion within the LDS faith would mark a major doctrinal shift,and as such may be unlikelyinthe
near term. Thisis compounded by the factthat the Book of Mormon accounts for about 55% of all scriptural

references in conference sincethe year 1900.

In 2018, several apologists have been promoting the Catalysttheory. Accordingto this theory, Joseph Smith used
various events or objects as a “catalyst” to receive revelation whichresults inscriptureor sacred text. This has

been appliedto:

833 http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/compare/views-about-human-evolution/by/religious-
denomination/ see also: http://www.pewforum.org/2013/12/30/publics-views-on-human-evolution/ and
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/10/darwin-day/

834 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/10/darwin-day/

835 The RLDS church (Community of Christ), never canonized the Book of Abraham, so itdid not have to remove
this from the cannon when itwas discovered to have nothing to do with the Egyptian funeral texts whichit was
saidto have been based on.

836 Currently, these are rumors and the individualsinvolved have denied discussingthis matter.

837 Various problems include plagiarism (Adam Clark’s biblical commentary) as well as inconsistencies between the
JST and other revealed scripture(such as the Boom of Mormon which quotes from the standard KJV of the Bible).
838 DNA evidence, archeological evidence, mentioning of steel, metallurgy, goats, sheep, honeybees, etc.



http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/compare/views-about-human-evolution/by/religious-denomination/
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/compare/views-about-human-evolution/by/religious-denomination/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/12/30/publics-views-on-human-evolution/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/10/darwin-day/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/10/darwin-day/

1) The Book of Abrahams83®

2) The Temple Endowment34°

3) The Joseph Smith Translation841
4) The Book of Mormon342

5) D&C843

RECOMMENDED READING

The following books may give the reader additionalinsightinto Mormonism
Books about Joseph Smith

1) No Man Knows My History — by Faun Brodie. This was one of the firstbiographies written about Joseph
Smith and is still a classic for thoseinterested in early Mormon History. It was the most accurate
biography for more than 50 years. Some of the theories regarding offspring of Joseph’s polygamist
marriages havesincebeen disproven, but on the balance thisis anaccurateintroductioninto the life of
Joseph Smith. The church originally gavethe book positivereviews, but then consideredit“anti-
mormon” literaturefora number of years. In spiteof that, itwas usedin advanced religion classes at
BYU. Brodiewas the niece of president David O. McKay..

2) Joseph Smith: The Making of a Prophet (Vogel)3**: Vogel argues that Joseph Smith created Mormonism
to supporthis family and to solve conflicts between his parents.

3) Early Mormonism and the Magic World View (Quinn): Discusses insomedetail aspects of 19t century
cultureand mysticismthatshaped Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, and other early church leaders.

4) Rough Stone Rolling — by Richard Bushmann. This is arguably the best serious biography of Joseph Smith
written by a church member who has not been excommunicated for their writings. Bushman discusses
essentially thesame material as Brodie, but leaves room for faith in the narrative. Some members
reportedly find the book disturbing, though others claimthatitstrengthens their faith.

Books about Polygamy

In Sacred Loneliness — Tod Compton. Written by a believing Mormon, this work documents the lives and
struggles of the early polygamistwives of Joseph Smith.

839 “_ the physicalartifacts provided an occasion for meditation, reflection, and revelation. They catalyzed a
process whereby God gave to Joseph Smith a revelation about the life of Abraham, even ifthat revelation did not
directly correlateto the characters onthe papyri.” https://www.lds.org/topics/translation-and-historicity-of-the-
book-of-abraham?lang=eng

840 https://www.reddit.com/r/mormon/comments/am3rbe/catalyst theory_advanced_regarding_endowment/
841 See: https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/revelations-in-context/joseph-smiths-bible-
translation?lang=eng. The word revelationis used 40 times in this article.

842 Sometimes itis referred to infaithful literatureas a “revelatory translation”. See
https://knowhy.bookofmormoncentral.org/knowhy/why-new-testament-words-and-phrases-are-in-the-book-of-
mormon-part-9-above-all-were-these

843 Inthe caseof D&C, the claimis madethat: “the translation process (of the JST Bible) served as the direct
catalystfor many revelations contained in thatbook (i.e. D&C)” see:
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/revelations -in-context/joseph-smiths-bible-
translation?lang=eng

844 hitps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph Smith: The Making of a Prophet currentlyoutof print, but available
onlinehere: http://signaturebookslibrary.org/joseph-smith-the-making-of-a-prophet/
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Mormon Enigma - Linda King Newell and Valeen Tippetts Avery. Written by two believing Mormons, this
work documents early church history through Emma’s perspective and covers polygamy in some depth
while covering the events of Emma’s life. The two authors were forbidden at speakingin church for about

1-2 years after publishingthis book, but were not excommunicated.
Books about Mormonismin General

1) Aninsider’s view of early Mormonism — Grant Palmer: This book provides an overview into a
number of topics on early church history. Arguably not as well written and factual as books written
by Quinn and Vogel, it nonetheless provides an overview of a number of topics of interest to those
studyingearly church history.

All of the books by: D. Michael Quinnincluding:

1) The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power

2) The Mormon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power

3) The Mormon Hierarchy: Wealth and Corporate Power

4) Same-sex dynamics among Nineteenth-Century Americans: A Mormon example.
Inthis work, Quinn discusses attitudes to gays/lesbiansin early Mormonism. He argues that the early
church was much more tolerant than it has become inthe 215tcentury.

Blacks and the Priesthood

1) Black and Mormon, Edited by Newell G. Bringhurstand DarronT. Smith. This book gives the reader a
good overview of the events surroundingthe history of Blacks receivingthe Priesthood. The
introductionis found here:
https://books.google.se/books?id=0ZVdAAAAQBAI& printsec=frontcover&hl=sv&source=gbhs ge sum
mary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false

Some key articles:

History of succession (new prophets) within Mormonism. (Starting on page 92)

http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1080&context=mormonhistory

e Historyof garments: http://www.i4m.com/think/temples/mormon-garments.htm

e Post-manifesto polygamy (1984) https://www.sunstonemagazine.com/pdf/037-8-27-35.pdf

e PolygamyinCanada (one wife brought to Canada in most cases):
https://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/Dialogue V18N0O3 110.pdf

TIDBITS:

Interesting dates & events:

http://www.i4m.com/think/history/mormon_history.htm

Adam-ondi-ahmen (where Adam is saidto have live):

http://emp.byui.edu/satterfieldb/quotes /Adam-ondi-Ahman.html
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An overview of how the history of the church was edited early on:

http://www.lds-mormon.com/history.shtml

’

Early LDS hymnal with more of an emphasis on Zion, Gathering, and a few hymns about the “red man”.

https://books.google.com/books ?id=kSxOAAAAYAAJ

Listof what's in the 15tpresidency’s vault:

https://exploringmormonism.com/our-own-peek-into-the-first-presidency-vault/

Examples where the transcriptwas changed from the talk:

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1981/04/turning-the-hearts ?lang=eng

https://voutu.be/6alr30dtCvo

MORMONS VS. OTHER RELIGIONS

Pew Research has done a number of surveys comparingthe beliefs and practices of various American faiths. A
summary of these studies provides insightinto how Mormons are perceived inlarger society, as well as their

beliefs about various issues of morality.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/02/10/darwin-day/ft 16-02-12 darwinday 640px/

SOURCES OF INSPIRATION
Joseph Smith may have been influenced by things which he read or heard about when formulating Mormonism.

Some possiblesources of influenceinclude the following:

Doctrine or text Possible source material

KJV Bible

The Late War between the United States and Great
Brittan

Book of Mormon
Textual parallels

Numbering parallels

Stories such as Joseph's Father's vision, etc...

Masonic practices

Temple ceremony
Creation story from the Book of Genesis
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Doctrine or text

Book of Abraham

Word of Wisdom

Polygamy

Kingdoms -3 degrees of
Glory

Heavenly Marriages in
White Robes

Need for a restoration

First vision

Prophecies [ie: civil war
prophecy]

Anthon Transcript

Possible source material

The Book of Genesis (creation story)

An incorrect reconstruction of missing parts of an

Egyptian scroll

Philosophy of a Future State (star/numeric counting

systems).

Codification of the temperance movement

Subtle jab towards women (banning coffee and tea)®+>

MEANS OF PRESERVING HEALTH, AND PREVENTING
DISEASES (1806)

"Spiritual Wifery" system of the Cochranites *

Emanuel Swedenborg's (1740) view of heaven and hell.

Multiple copycat sources from 1815-1821 - Norris
Stearns (1815) and Charles Finney (1821) being among

the most similar to the 1842 account.

Retelling of a newspaper stories around that time and

area [see Painesville Telegraph].

Characters copied from an 1823 manuscript found by

Joseph's uncle and published in _a local paper.

845« one of the brethren suggested that the revelation should also providefor a total abstinencefrom tea and
coffee drinking, intendingthis as a counter ‘dig' at the sisters.” (David Whitmer). (Des Moines Daily News, 16 Oct
1886:20c. in: Newell & Avery 1994:47).
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Doctrine or text Possible source material

God using Intelligence / _ _
John Dalton's "A New System of Chemical Philosophy"

(1808, guotes in link)

Matter which is

indestructible

The JST Adam Clarke's Biblical Commentary

_ _ Significantly influenced by writings of Oliver Cowdery
Articles of Faith and by other Mormons of the time

846

18t century religious debates addressed in the Book of Mormon

Adam Clark’s Biblical Commentary may have also been a source for some of the ideas inthe Book of Mormon.847

END NOTES

i FATE OF THE GREEN SEER STONE

(personal accountfrom the MTC around 2001):
Jay Mitton told our whole MTC districtthe story of acquiringtheseer stone duringsome random Sunday
evening lesson.There were probably 10 of us there. Ina way the story seemed kind of likea humblebrag--
he hadtons of money, was partof church history, knew President Hinckley well, etc. etc.
Here are a few other details that he told us:

. The transfer of the seer stone took placelikea scene out of a movie: he showed up with a
briefcasefull of money, they showed up with the seer stone and there was a transfer.
o He said hetook itto BYU to have the geologists lookatit but that the geologists weren't sure

what it was (or results were inconclusive). This definitely made us missionaries thinkitwas some
otherworldly material with magic properties.

. The sellers did notwant to sell the stone to the member of the LDS church (his words).Jay
Mitton had to pretend to be justa random collector of Mormon historyitems. He made itsound like he
pulled the wool over his eyes.

. The people he bought it from haditinthe familyfor generations, but they all seemed to runinto
financial problems atthe same time. He insinuated that God had made that happen to force them to sell.
. He wasn't surewhat President Hinckley was going to do with the stone once he hadit.

That'a about all | remember. | was told this story 16 years ago sothe details area little fuzzy. Hopefully
something | said helps inthe search forinformation.

Jay W Mitton — anasset management attorney (retired). An attempt was made to contact Mr. Mitton to
confirmthis account, but he did not respond to inquiries.

846 Source: https://redd.it/8fl2si
847

https://www.reddit.com/r/mormon/comments/dfldmi/adam clarke in_the book of mormon/?utm source=sh
are&utm_medium=web2x
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Source: https://redd.it/59adiw

Personal notes:
Based on a personal conversation with the person who sold the stone:
1. These stones generally come up as a part of a will. It's a matter of dividinga precious item
between heirs. The easiestway to doitisto sellit.
2. There is nothing “Indiana Jones” about the sales process.

The BYU Geology department was contacted (2017), but no one on staff had any recollection of seeing or
examiningthe stone.

i THE FATE OF THE WHITMER SEER STONE
One of the Whitmer Seer stones was owned by Steve Christiansen, butitwas later resoldto a “private collector”.
It may have been donated to the LDS Churchinthe mid-late 80s.

Steve hadjustpurchased, what was believed at the time to be the Hyrum Page seer stone, He paid 10s of
Thousands of dollarsforit. He actually letme take ithome one night and I took itto the meeting (you
know, that was the intention, to take itto the meeting with Ron (Walker) and Dean) ... itwas so distinctive
looking—itlooks likea stone cassette tape (for lack of a better analogy). ... We're thinkingit’'s more
closelyrelated to the Whittmer Family. Now, keep in mind Hyrum Page is brother-in-law with David
Whitmer, andsoon. He married one of the daughters in the familyas did Oliver Cowdrey, and so there’s

a whole bunch of interrelationshipsthere. We're thinkingthat it may have been even more attached to
the Whittmer siblings. Andso, whether or not that proves to be true, we'll see.

See: 67.00-69.30 minutes into http://www.mormonstories.org/brent-metcalfe-mark-hofmann-
salamander-letter-bombings/ (episode493):

i OLIVER COWDREY’S WRITINGS ABOUT THE URIM AND THUMMIM

These were days never to be forgotten; to situnder the sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of heaven,
awakened the utmost gratitude of this bosom! Day after day | continued, uninterrupted, to write from his mouth,
as he translated with the Urim and Thummim, or, as the Nephites would have said, "interpreters," the history or
record called "The Book of Mormon." Letter from Oliver Cowder to W.W. Phelps (Letter 1), (September 7, 1834).
Publishedin Latter Day Saints' Messenger and Advocate, Vol. I.No. 1. Kirtland, Ohio, October, 1834. Publishedin
Letters by Oliver Cowdery to W.W. Phelps on the Riseof the Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints, Liverpool,
1844.

v JOSEPH FIELDING SMITHS WRITINGS ON SEER STONES

SEER STONE NOT USED IN BOOK OF MORMON TRANSLATION. We have been taught sincethe days of the Prophet
that the Urim and Thummim were returned with the plates to the angel. We have no record of the Prophet having
the Urim and Thummim after the organization of the Church. Statements of translations by the Urim and
Thummim after that date areevidently errors. The statement has been made that the Urim and Thummim was on
the altarinthe Manti Temple when that building was dedicated. The Urim and Thummim so spoken of, however,
was the seer stone which was inthe possession of the Prophet Joseph Smith inearlydays.This seer stoneis nowin

the possession of the Church.
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Whilethe statement has been made by some writers that the Prophet Joseph Smith used a seer stone partof the
time in his translating of the record, and information points to the factthat he did have in his possessionsucha
stone, yet there is no authentic statement inthe history of the Church which states that the use of such a stone
was made inthat translation. The informationis all hearsay,and personally, | do not believe that this stone was
used for this purpose.The reason | give for this conclusionisfoundinthe statement of the Lord to the Brother of
Jared as recorded in Ether 3:22-24.

These stones, the Urim and Thummim which were given to the Brother of Jared, were preserved for this very
purpose of translating the record, both of the Jaredites and the Nephites. Then againthe Prophet was impressed
by Moroni with the fact that these stones were given for that very purpose. It hardly seems reasonable to
suppose that the Prophet would substitute something evidently inferior under these circumstances. 1t may have
been so, butitis soeasyfor astoryof this kind to be circulated due to the factthat the Prophet did possess a seer

stone, which he may have used for some other purposes.

Doctrines of Salvation Volume 3 pp 254-256. NOTE: Section headings were probablyadded by Bruce R. McConkie
and not Joseph Fielding Smith.

v REFERENCES TO THE SEER STONE BETWEEN 1880 AND 2013
After the late1800s, the next prominent reference to the seer stone comes in Doctrines of Salvation written by

Joseph Fielding Smith, compiled by Bruce R. McKonkie in 1956. In this volume he states that:

1) Joseph Smith had a seer stone.
2) Thatthisisinthe church’s possession.

3) Thatitwas not used intranslatingthe book of Mormon.

The lastpointis the title of the section, but details are somewhat vague inthe text. It concludes thatitsimply
would not make sense for him to use the seer stone when the Urim and Thumim were available. “It hardly seems
reasonable to suppose that the Prophet would substitute something evidently inferior under these

circumstances”.

Joseph F. Smith served the longest tenure as historianinthehistory of the church. He was assistantchurch
historianfrom 1906 to 1921 and church historianfrom 1921 to 1970. He was the grandson of Hyram Smith who
borrowed the stone from Chaseon behalf of Joseph Smith and failed to return it. As historian, hehad a special
vaultwhere he kept materials which he thought might be embarrassingtothe church. He was the presidentof the
quorum of the twelve when Doctrines of Salvation was compiled and would remain so for about 19 years, later
becoming the 10th leader of the LDS movement. By 1970 he had access tothe firstpresidency’s vaultandthe 2 or
more stones contained therein at that time.

Between 1956 and 2013, there are 1000s of references to the Urim and Thummin and about 6-8 to seer stones. Of
these references, most deny the use of seer stones, though a few acknowledge them. After 2013,a mostly
accuratehistoryregardingthe use of the brown seer stone in the translation of the Book of Mormon has been
availablein church literature, though many church members are still unfamiliar with the historically accurate
version of the production of the book of Mormon and the use of seer stones.Y The Gospel Topics entry on the
Book of Mormon gives a significantly moreaccurate overview of how the seer stone was used than that told
routinely between 1835and2010.

v GOSPEL TOPICS: TRANSLATION OF THE BOOK OF MORMON — DEC 30, 2013



Whilethe articleis notentirely clear and accurate, it does acknowledge the use of the seer stone. We note one

example of misleadingthe reader inthe abbreviated quote provided by Oliver Cowdrey:

Of his experience as scribe, Cowdery wrote, “These were days never to be forgotten —to situnder the

sound of a voicedictated by the inspiration of heaven.”Vi
If we go to the original quoteas used by the church extensively in the past,itstates:

These were days never to be forgotten; to situnder the sound of a voice dictated by the inspiration of
heaven, awakened the utmost gratitude of this bosom! Day after day | continued, uninterrupted, to write
from his mouth, as he translated with the Urim and Thummim, or, as the Nephites would have said,

"interpreters," the history or record called "The Book of Mormon."

This historical record frommultiplesources leads one to concludethat the seer stone was exclusively employedin
the translation of whatwould later be published as the book of Mormon. This includes the entire period that
Oliver acted as a scribe. Hence, his reference to the use of the Urim and Thummim, wi th a specific reference to
the Nephites and Book of Mormon is fraudulentand may be the reason that this partof the quote was removed.

Another example of deception comes from a footnote (18) which states:

Joseph Smith probably possessed more than one seer stone; he appears to have found one of the stones
whilediggingfor a well around 1822. (Richard L. Bushman, Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of
Mormonism [Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1984],69-70.)

Brigham Young placed the total number of seer stones at 5, and this may be a lowestimate. So to saythatlJoseph

Smith “probably possessed more than one seer stone” seems more than a little conservative.

Willard Chasestates clearlyin his 1833 affidavitthatitwas he who found the stone and not Joseph. Joseph had
borrowed iton two occasionsand onthe second refused to return it. He was still tryingto get the stone backas
late as 1830 (about8 years after he hadfirstlentit).¥ Other sources statethat Willard and/or Alvin wereinvolved
inthe digging, but that Joseph was not (and as such could not have found the stone)¥. Hence, the claimthat “he

|"

appears to have found one of the stones whilediggingfor a well” is incorrect.

The current onlinearticleseems to leave room for both the seer stone and the Urim and Thummim within the

story of the translation of the book of Mormon. The seer stone was used,

“Apparently for convenience, Joseph often translated with the single seer stone rather than the two
stones bound together to form the interpreters. These two instruments —the interpreters and the seer
stone—were apparently interchangeable and worked in much the same way such that, inthe course of
time, Joseph Smith and his associates often used the term “Urim and Thummim” to refer to the single

stone as well as the interpreters.

Infact, for the whole book of Mormon (excepting possibly the 116 pages that were lost), the seer stone was the
only object used for dictation, as stated by Emma Smith and others. At leastsome early church members knew
that when one talked of the Urim and Thummim they were actuallyreferringto the (chocolatecolored or white)
seer stone. The term Urimand Thummim appears to have been used to describe both of these stones at different
times. Itisunclearifitever referred to any of the other seer stones used by Joseph Smith. There does not appear

to be any record of later church leaders usingJosephs or other stones as aninstrument to receive revelation.



Vi OPENING UP ABOUT THE SEER STONE — SORT OF...

The method of producingthe Book of Mormon which had been widely denied sinceatleast1832 was first
acknowledged by the church between about 1905 and 1936. After thattime, seer stones were widely denied or
de-emphasized until 2013. Itis unclear how many members are aware of seer stone usage. The firstofficial
pictures appearedin Dec 2017 inthe ensign. Anecdotal evidence suggests that fewer than 20% of adult Mormons
and 10% of those under 20 are aware of the usage of seer stones in the production of the book of Mormon.
Curriculumin church classes and artused by the church still depictthe translation method taught for more than
180yearsandinall images used the golden plates arepresent, even though witnesses state clearlythatthe plates
were not used.

Photos of the seer stone used in producing the book of Mormon and held by the Churchsinceatleastthe 1880s
were firstpublished in Aug, 2015 (see http://www.sltrib.com/news/2802019-155/mormon-church-to-release-

more-documents). In the article, the concept of the seer stone and its usedin producing the book of Mormon was

more than % way through the article which was titled “Joseph the seer”. Accompanyingthe articlearefour artists’
renderings of Joseph translatingthe book or Mormon by looking at golden plates. There are no pictures of him
lookingintoa hatin the way that the actual creation of the book of Mormon took place. Hence, a casual or
uninformed reader scanningthe articlewould have not understood how Joseph created the book of Mormon. See

https://www.lds.org/ensign/2015/10/joseph-the-seer?lang=eng

A commentary regardingthe stone was made by a member of the first presidency on their facebook page inJune,

2016 as follows (emphasis added):

Dieter F Uchtdorf

Not long ago, the Church published photos and background information on seer stones. People have
asked me, “Do you really believethat Joseph Smith translated with seer stones? How would something
likethis be possible?” And | answer, “Yes! Thatis exactly what | believe.” This was done as Joseph said: by

the gift and power of God?.

Inreality, most of us use a kind of “seer stone” every day. My mobile phone is like a “seer stone.” | can
get the collected knowledge of the world through a few littleinputs.| cantake a photo or a video with my
phone andshareit with family on the other sideof our planet. I can even translate anything into or from

many different languages!?

If1 can do this with my phone, if human beings can do this with their phones or other devices, who are we
to saythat God could not help Joseph Smith, the Prophet of the Restoration, with his translation work? If
itis possiblefor me to access the knowledge of the world through my phone, who can question that seer
stones are impossible for God?3

Many religions haveobjects, places, and events that aresacred to them. We respect the sacred beliefs of
other religions and hopeto be respected for our own beliefs and what is sacred to us. We should never be
arrogant, but rather politeand humble. We still should have a natural confidence, because this is the
Church of Jesus Christ.

In Dec 2017 inthe Ensign, anarticle Joseph Smith: Strength Out of Weakness, discusses thetranslation processas
follows:


http://www.sltrib.com/news/2802019-155/mormon-church-to-release-more-documents
http://www.sltrib.com/news/2802019-155/mormon-church-to-release-more-documents
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https://www.facebook.com/lds.dieter.f.uchtdorf/photos/a.120510344786318.1073741829.114461198724566/400421293461887/?type=3

Joseph dictated itword by word as he looked into instruments the Lord had prepared for him, including
the Urim and Thummim and at times a seer stone, usinga hat to shield his eyes from extraneous lightin

order to plainly seethe words as they appeared.

Contemporary sources indicatethat the seer stone was used for the entire transl ation after the lost116 pages, or
all of whatisinthe current Book of Mormon.

Notes:

1) The phrase “Gift and power of God” inreference to the translation of the Book of Mormon was used by
Joseph Smith, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris. The phrasehas been used as titles of Ensignarticlesin
Sept 1977 and Jan 1997. Inatleasttwo of the known quotes, the Urim and Thummim are mentioned in
conjunction with the translation and the “Gift and power of God” phrase.

2) Unlike the seer stone, the current I-phone does not support translating from reformed Egyptian to English.

3) The use of seer stones was attacked by Apostle Bruce R. McKonkie in his influential work, Mormon
Doctrine. [Bruce R. McConkie, p 565+] under the entry “Peep Stones”.

Vil Golden Plates deposited ina Cave

Oliver Cowdery went with the Prophet Joseph when he deposited these plates.Joseph did not translateall of the
plates;there was a portion of them sealed, which you canlearnfrom the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. When
Joseph got the plates, the angel instructed him to carry them backto the hill Cumorah, which he did. Oliver says
that when Joseph and Oliver went there, the hill opened, and they walked into a cave, in which there was a large
and spacious room. He says hedid not think, at the time, whether they had the lightof the sun or artificial light;
but thatitwas justas lightas day.They laid theplates on a table; itwas a largetablethat stood inthe room. Under
this tablethere was a pileof plates as much as two feet high,and there were altogether inthis room more plates
than probably many wagon loads;they were piled up inthe corners and alongthe walls. Thefirsttime they went
there the sword of Laban hung upon the wall; but when they went againithad been taken down andlaid uponthe
table across thegold plates; itwas unsheathed, and on itwas written these words: “This sword will never be
sheathed again until the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our God and his Christ.” | tell you this as
coming not only from Oliver Cowdery, but others who were familiarwithit,and who understood itjustas well as
we understand comingto this meeting. ... [Don] Carlos Smith was a young man of as much veracity as any young
man we had, and he was a witness to these things. Samuel Smith saw some things, Hyrum sawa good many things,
but Joseph was the leader.

Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 17 June 1877 —see http://www.josephsmithfoundation.org/wiki/hill-
cumorah-cave/ see also http://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1360&context=jbms for 10
original 2"%hand accounts.

Whitmer stated that they were ina cave nearto the hill Comorah.—see
https://newspapers.lib.utah.edu/ark:/87278/s6931npj/2650899

X SAMUEL LAWRENCE “SEES” THE URIM AND THUMMIM IN 1825
http://www.mormonthink.com/essays-bom-translation.htm It was another Palmyra seer named Samuel Lawrence
who firstdeveloped the concept of special glasses to read the golden plates. According to Willard Chase, a
cabinetmaker whose sister Sally used a green-colored seer stone, Smith took Lawrence to the hillin1825and
showed him the spot where the plates were supposedly buried. Lawrence, who evidently looked in his own seer
stone, asked Smith “if he had ever discovered any thingwith the plates of gold; he [Smith] said no:he then asked
himto lookin his stone, to see if there was any thing with them. He looked, and said there was nothing; he told
himto lookagain,andsee ifthere was not a large pair of specks with the plates; he looked and soon saw a pair of
spectacles, the same with which Joseph says hetranslated the Book of Mormon.” - E. D. Howe, Mormonism
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Unvailed:or, A Faithful Account of That Singular Imposition and Delusion, fromIts Riseto the Present Time
(Painesville,Ohio:E. D. Howe, 1834), 243.Dan Vogel, ed., Early Mormon Documents, 5 vols.(Salt Lake City:
Signature Books, 1996-2003), 2:68.

*Mormon Doctrine: The entry on “Negroes”
Negroes:

...Those who were less valiant in the pre-existence and who thereby had certainspiritualrestrictions
imposed upon them during mortality are known to us as the negroes. Suchspirits aresentto the earth
through the lineage of Cain, the mark put upon him for his rebellion against God and his murder of Abel
being a blackskin... Negroes inthis lifeare denied the priesthood; under no circumstancecanthey hold
this delegation of authority from the Almighty...The gospel message of salvationisnotcarried
affirmatively to them... President BrighamYoung and others have taught that in the future eternity worthy

and qualified negroes will receive the priesthood and every gospel blessingavailabletoany man.

The negroes arenot equal with other races where the receipt of certain spiritual blessings are concerned,
particularly the priesthood and the temple blessingsthatflow therefrom, but this inequality is not of
man’s origin. It is the Lord’s doing, it based on his eternal laws of justice, and grows out of a lack of

spiritualvaliance...

...Many of them certainlyliveaccordingto higher standards of decency and rightin this lifethan do some
of their brother of other races, a situation thatwill causejudgment to be laid “to the line,and
righteousness to the plummet” (Isa.28:17)inthe day of judgment. (Mormon Doctrine, Bruce R. McConkie
(1stedition— entry on Negroes)).

X' THE RESTORATION OF THE LAW OF SACRIFICE AND SACRIFICING OF ANIMALS

“Thus we behold the keys of this Priesthood consistedin obtainingthevoice of Jehovah that He talked with him
[Noah] ina familiar and friendly manner, that He continued to him the keys, the covenants, the power and the
glory, with which He blessed Adam at the beginning; and the offering of sacrifice, which also shall be continued at
the last time; for all the ordinances and duties that ever have beenrequired by the Priesthood, under the
directions and commandments of the Almighty in any of the dispensations, shall all be had in the last
dispensation, therefore all things had under the authority of the Priesthood at anyformer period, shall behad
again, bringingto pass the restoration spoken of by the mouth of all theHoly Prophets; then shall thesons of Levi
offer an acceptable offering to the Lord....

... itis generally supposedthatsacrificewas entirely done away when the Great Sacrifice[i.e.,] the sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus was offered up, and that there will beno necessity for the ordinanceofsacrificein future; but those
who assertthis arecertainly notacquainted with the duties, privileges and authority of the Priesthood, or with the
Prophets.

The offering of sacrifice has ever been connected and forms a part of the duties of the Priesthood. It began with
the Priesthood, and will be continued until after the coming of Christ, from generation to generation. We
frequently have mention made of the offering of sacrifice by the servants of the Most High inancientdays, prior to
the law of Moses; which ordinances will be continued when the Priesthood is restored with all its authority, power
andblessings....



These sacrifices, as well as every ordinance belongingto the Priesthood, will, when the Temple of the Lord shall be
built,and the sons of Levi be purified, be fullyrestored and attended to inall their powers, ramifications,and
blessings. This ever did and ever will existwhen the powers of the Melchizedek Priesthood are sufficiently
manifest; else how canthe restitution of all things spoken of by the Holy Prophets be brought to pass.Itis notto
be understood that the law of Moses will beestablished again with all its rites and variety of ceremonies; this has
never been spoken of by the prophets; but those things which existed prior to Moses' day, namely, sacrifice, will

be continued.

It may be asked by some, what necessity for sacrifice, sincethe Great Sacrifice was offered? Inanswer to which, if
repentance, baptism, and faith existed prior to the days of Christ, what necessity for them sincethat time? The
Priesthood has descended in a regular linefrom father to son, through their succeeding generations.”—Joseph
Smith (Oct. 5, 1840), in Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp 171-73.

Xi AFFIDAVITS OF EARLY NON-MORMONS REGARDING THE CHURCH
CHAPTER XVII - Isaac Haleand Hurlbut Affidavits (notincluded due to length, but can be found onlineat:

http://www.truthnet.org/Mormon/Mormonismunveiled/17Isaachale.htm (quoted from Mormonism

Unveiled)

Xit POTENTIAL ABORTIONS IN THE EARLY CHURCH
Sarah Pratt, wife of early LDS Apostle Orson Pratt, related a story from when she lived inthe Mormon community

of Nauvoo, lllinois:

“One day they came both, Joseph [Smith] and [John C.] Bennett, on horsebackto my house. Bennett
dismounted, Joseph remained outside. Bennett wanted me to return to him a book | had borrowed from
him. It was a so-called doctor-book. | had a rapidly growinglittle family and wanted to inform myself
about certain matters inregard to babies, etc., — this explains my borrowingthat book. Whilegiving
Bennett his book, | observed that he held something inthe left sleeve of his coat.Bennett smiled andsaid:
‘Oh, alittlejob for Joseph; one of his women is introuble.” Sayingthis. [sic] he took the thing out of his
left sleeve. It was a pretty longinstrument of a kind | had never seen before. Itseemed to be of steel and
was crooked at one end. | heard afterwards that the operation had been performed; that the woman was
very sick,and that Joseph was very much afraid thatshe might die, but she recovered.”Bennett was the
most intimate friend of Joseph for a time. He boarded with the prophet. He told me once thatJoseph had
been talking with himabout his troubles with Emma, his wife. ‘He asked me,’ said Bennett, smilingly,
‘what he should do to get out of the trouble?’ I said, ‘This is very simple. GET A REVELATION that
polygamy is right,and all your troubles will beatanend.” (Dr. W. Wyl, Mormon Portraits:Joseph Smith
The Prophet — His Family and His Friends, 61-62)

The followingis the sworn testimony of Joseph Smith’s brother, Hyrum:

On the seventeenth dayof May, 1842, having been made acquainted with some of the conduct of John C.
Bennett, which was given in testimony, under oath...by several females who testified that John C. Bennett
endeavored to seduce them, and accomplished his designs by sayingitwas right;that itwas one of the
mysteries of God, which was to be revealed when the people was strong enough infaith to bear such
mysteries — thatit was perfectly rightto haveillicitintercourse with females, providingno one knew it
but themselves, vehemently tryingthem from day to day, to yield to his passions, bringing witnesses of


http://www.truthnet.org/Mormon/Mormonismunveiled/17Isaachale.htm

his own clanto testify that there were suchrevelations and such commandments, and that they were of
God; alsostatingthathe would be responsiblefor their sins, if there were any, and that he would give
them medicine to produce abortions, provided they should become pregnant.” (History of the Church,
5:71)

XV TEACHINGS REGARDING POLYGAMY IN THE CHURCH (1850-1890)

From the Seer pg 172 (Orson Pratt): ...the great Messiah who was the founder of the Christian religion, wasa
Polygamist, as well as the PatriarchJacob and the prophet David from whom He descended accordingto the flesh.
Paul says concerninglesus, “Verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on himthe see of
Abraham.” (Heb. 2:16) Abraham the Polygamist, being a friend of God, the Messiah chose to take upon himself his
seed; and by marrying many honorable wives himself, show to all future generations that he approbated the
plurality of Wives under the Christian dispensation, as well as under the dispensations in which His Polygamist

ancestors lived.

We have now clearly shown that God the Father had a plurality of wives, one of more being in eternity, by whom
He begat our spirits as well as the spirit of Jesus His First Born, and another being upon the earth by whom He
begat the tabernacle of Jesus, as His Only Begotten in this world. We have also proved most clearlythatthe Son
followed the example of his Father, and became the great Bridegroom to whom kings’ daughters and many
honorable Wives were to be married. We have also proved that both God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ
inherit their wives in eternityas well as in time: and that God the Father has already begotten many thousand
millions of sons and daughters and sent them into this world to take tabernacles;and that God the Son has the
promisethat “of the increase of his government there shall benoend;” it being expressly declared that the
children of one of His Queens should be made Princess inalltheearth. (see Psalm45:16)

* AN OVERVIEW OF POLYGAMIST PROPHETS
Presidents of the LDS faith who had practiced Plural Marriageincludethe following:

JOSEPH SMITH
e 30-45+ wives or relationships with women. It appears that most of these were sexual in nature.
e Atleast9 relationships with women under 20 years old (2 were 14 years old).
e Atleast10 that were marriedto other men duringhis relationships with them.
e Never publically admitted polygamy, adultery, etc. Ordered the destruction of the printing press
which exposed his polygamy to the Nauvoo community. Subsequent events and reactionlead to his
death.

BRIGHAM YOUNG
e About 55 wives
e About 8 of these wives had previously been wives to Joseph Smith.
e The youngest wives were 15-16 years old.
e Firstpublicallyadmitted polygamyin 1852, about 10 years after he stared taking plural wives.
e At the time of his death, he was divorced from about 10 of the wives. Only 16 of his wives received

aninheritance.

JOHN TAYLOR



Various sources claim 8-15 wives, 3 of which divorced him*'. He lived with 8 wives and the other 7
were sealedto himin 1846, but for various reasons leftshortly thereafter or chose not to livewith
himXv

Married his last wife, Josephine Elizabeth Rouche in 1886. He was 78 and she was 26 at the time.

WILFORD WOODRUFF

Some sources claim9 wives. Others claimhe had more than 10.%

He was also sealed to 336 dead single women.x¥

Not all of these marriages were concurrent. Four of the women left himshortly after the marriages or
divorced him. By 1890, when the manifesto was issued, he only had one wife livingwith him. He
married his lastplural wife (Eudora Dunford —age 24)in 1877.

LORENZO SNOW (1814-1901)

9 wives.

Married Eleanor Houtz when she was 14 and Sarah Minnie Ephramina Jensen when she was 15
Married one woman who was 17, (he was 57 at the time).

Firstchildbornlan23,1847. Last child born 5 November 1896.

JOSEPH F. SMITH (1838-1918)

His firstwifewas his cousin, Levira Annette Clark Smith who was 16 when she married him. He took
his 2"d wife on the orders of Brigham Young about 7 years later.

His firstwife (Levira) divorced him because she was upset about his polygamy.

He was the lastdivorced president of the LDS church.

He had 6 wives and 48 children.Xv Eleven of the children were born after 1890. He reportedly
continued to livethe “law of polygamy” until his death in 1918.

The lastdocumented plural marriageended with the death of one of the two living polygamous wives
in1954.

Smith admitted under oath, in 1904, before a U.S. Senate committee hearingthathe wasinviolation
of both the law of the land as well as inviolation of the law of the Church for his continued practice of

polygamy.

HEBER J. GRANT (1856-1945)

3 wives. Onedied in 1893, with a second one passingin 1908. He was livingthe “law of polygamy”
until this time.

Married the second and third wives only a day apart. It appears thatthis may have been a
requirement for him to be an apostleand that he may have been a ‘reluctantpolygamist’ atfirst(as
Brigham Young had once been). He did not abandon nor divorceany of his wives. His wives were
about the same age as him (not younger as inthe caseof previous prophets).

He paida fine of $100in 1899 when Emily’s lastchild was born.x

Died in 1945. Last polygamist president of the LDS church.

i HOMOSEXUALITY — ENSIGN JULY 1974 PG 14

Homosexuals and lesbians seldom are happy people. Theirs is a relationship thatis unnatural, one not bound by
fidelity, trust, or loyalty, and one totally lackingin the meaningful family relationshipsthatmarriage offers.



Homosexuality often espouses emotional problems because of the constant insecurity inherentina relationship
neither sanctioned by nor protected by the law.

Because there is no legal bond, homosexuality too often encourages, or at leastpermits, promiscuity.

To saythat "no one gets hurt" is presumptive. Homosexuals are hurt by the unacceptability of the relationship, not
only by society, but also by themselves. This is evidenced by their almostuniversal desirethattheir children (if
they have any) not follow the same pattern.

Someone does get hurt. There is harmin homosexuality. Many homosexuals seek to introduce others into their
practice, often those in their tender, impressionableyears. Many studies have indicated thatsuch early
homosexual experience may interfere with normal sexual adjustment in subsequent marriage.

Nor is homosexuality compatible with peace of mind, tranquility of soul, or with the Spiritof our Father in heaven
that all of us want, need, and enjoy when we liveinaccordancewith his laws.

Just as the Word of Wisdomis the Lord’s way with or without medical proof of its valueto our health, so likewise
the moral lawtaught by the Church does not requireany medical proof of its valueto our spiritualand physical
health. Itis sufficientthat the Lord has told us to marry, to have children,and to do this accordingto the righteous
ways of the law of God. In this lies physical health, emotional stability, and true happiness.

xiit CHANGES TO THE HANDBOOK REGARDING HOW GAYS AND THEIR CHILDREN ARE TREATED

https://medium.com/@jellistx/why-are-the-children-of-gay-parents-newly-unwelcome-in-the-mormon-church-
67161add297a#.h87h5pki7 Changes to the handbook (section 16.13) areas follows:

A natural or adopted child of a parent livingin a same-gender relationship, whether the coupleis married or
cohabiting, may not receive a name and a blessing.

A natural or adopted child of a parent livingin a same-gender relationship, whether the coupleis married or
cohabiting, may be baptized and confirmed, ordained, or recommended for missionaryserviceonly as follows:

A mission presidentor a stake presidentmay request approval fromthe Office of the FirstPresidency to baptize
and confirm, ordain, or recommend missionary servicefor a child ofa parent who has lived oris livinginasame-
gender relationship when he is satisfied by personal interviews thatboth of the following requirements are met:

1. The childaccepts andis committed to livethe teachings and doctrine of the Church, and specifically
disavows the practice of same-gender cohabitation and marriage.

2. The childis oflegal ageand does not livewith a parent who has lived or currentlylives ina same-
gender cohabitationrelationship or marriage.

xviii BLACK SATAN IN THE TEMPLE

Because of recommendations made by Harold B.Lee, of the FirstPresidency,anda committee including Howard
W. Hunter (president of the Genealogical Society) working from 1968 to 1972 to investigate endowment
procedures, several phrases used in ceremony filmscripts were subsequently dubbed out inthe mid 1970s.

For example, the preacher’s reference to Satan havingblack skin was omitted. Another omission was the preacher
leadingthe audienceina Protestant hymn. Satanand the preacher no long fix a specific salary to proselytize the
audiencefor converts.

Accordingto Spencer Palmer who portrayed the minister inthe third filmed version, the role of Satan was to have
originally beenfilled by an African-American, but due to protests by LDS Polynesians, a Caucasian filled the role.


https://medium.com/@jellistx/why-are-the-children-of-gay-parents-newly-unwelcome-in-the-mormon-church-67161add297a#.h87h5pki7
https://medium.com/@jellistx/why-are-the-children-of-gay-parents-newly-unwelcome-in-the-mormon-church-67161add297a#.h87h5pki7

From: David John Buerger, The Mysteries of Godliness — A History of Mormon Temple Worship Pages 166-170

NOTE: Black clothing for Satan had been standard in the temple (as it remains), but black skin is not mentioned in
the 1931(19277?) version of the endowment. The reference to black skin, if accurate, would have only occurred
between about 1930-1975 (orlikely for a shorter period).

Xx TEMPLE ADMISSION QUESTIONS
Temple recommend questions were firstformalizedinthe 1880s. Early questions included:
e Haveyou murdered anyonein Cold-Blood?
e Haveyou knowingly branded another person’s cattleor livestock?
e Haveyou plowed or harvested grainfroma field that was not your own?
e Do you, andyour family, wash or bathe as regularlyas youareable?
see
http://www.mormon matters.org/2009/02/16/temple-recommend-questions-by-guest-aaron-reeves/

The 1976 temple recommend questions areas follows:

1. Have you ever been involvedina transgressionrelatingto the law of chastity that has not been resolved with
the appropriatepriesthood authorities?

2. Do you sustainthe President of The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints as a Prophet, Seer, and Revelator,
recognizing no other personon the earth as authorized to exercise all priesthood keys?

3. Do you sustain the other General Authorities and local authorities of the Church?

. Do you earnestly striveto livein accordancewith the accepted rules and doctrines of the Church?

. Do you have any affiliation with or sympathy for any groups or individuals who teach or practicedoctrines not

officially approved by The Church of Jesus Christof Latter-day Saints?

6. Are you a full tithe payer?

7. Are you totally honest inyour dealings with your fellowmen?

8. Do you keep the Word of Wisdom?

9. Do you wear the regularly approved garments both nightand day?

10. Will you earnestly striveto do your duty inthe Church; to attend your sacrament, priesthood, and other
meetings; andto obey the rules,laws,and commandments of the Church?

11. Is there anythingamiss inyour lifethat has not been fully resolved with the appropriate priesthood authorities
that should be cleared up at this time?

12. Have you ever had a divorcethat has not been cleared by appropriate priesthood authorities where required?

13. Do you consider yourself worthy in every way to go to the temple?

Sl

The 1991-1995 temple recommend questions areas follows:

1. Do you believe in God, the Eternal Father, in his Son, Jesus Christ,and inthe Holy Ghost; and do you have a firm
testimony of the restored gospel?

2. Do you sustainthe President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the prophet, seer, and

revelator; and do you recognize him as the only person on the earth authorized to exerciseall priesthood keys?

. Do you sustain the other General Authorities andthe local authorities of the Church?

. Do you livethe law of chastity?

5. Is there anythingin your conduct relating to members of your family thatis notin harmony with the teachings of
the Church?

6. Do you affiliatewith any group or individual whoseteachings or practices arecontrary to or oppose those
accepted by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or do you sympathize with the precepts of anysuch
group or individual?

7. Do you earnestly striveto do your duty inthe Church; to attend your sacrament, priesthood, and other
meetings; andto obey the rules,laws,and commandments of the gospel?

B~ W


http://www.mormonmatters.org/2009/02/16/temple-recommend-questions-by-guest-aaron-reeves/

8. Are you honest in your dealings with your fellowmen?

9. Are you a full-tithe payer?

10. Do you keep the Word of Wisdom?

11. Have you ever been divorced or are you now separated from your spouse under order of a civil court? If yes,
(a)- Are you current inyour support payments and other financial obligations for family members, as specified
by court order or in other written, binding commitments? (b) Were there any circumstances oftransgressionin
connection with your divorce or separation thathave not been previously resolved with your bishop?

12. If you have received your temple endowment -- (a) Do you keep all the covenants that you made inthe
temple? (b) Do you wear the authorized garments both dayand night?

13. Has there been anysinor misdeed inyour lifethat should have been resolved with priesthood authorities but
has not?

14. Do you consider yourself worthy in every way to enter the temple and participateintemple ordinances?

Ineach interview, emphasizeto the applicanttheneed to safeguard the recommend. It must never be loanedand
should be reported immediately to the issueriflostor stolen. (See "Lost, Stolen, or Revoked Recommends" on the
preceding page.)

OLD Questions 11 & 12 (replaced by 11a & 11b)
11. Have you ever had a divorcethat has not been cleared by appropriate priesthood authorities, where required?

12. If you have ever been divorced or separated, are you presently fulfilling your obligations for the supportand
maintenance of your family?

The Oct 2019 questions were updated as follows:

1. Do you have faithin anda testimony of God, the Eternal Father; His Son, Jesus Christ;and the Holy Ghost?

2. Do you have a testimony of the Atonement of Jesus Christand of His roleas your Savior and Redeemer?

3. Do you have a testimony of the Restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

4. Doyousustainthe Presidentof The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the prophet, seer, and
revelator and as the only person on the earth authorized to exerciseall priesthood keys?

a. Doyousustainthe members of the FirstPresidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles as
prophets, seers, and revelators?
b. Do you sustainthe other General Authorities andlocal leaders of the Church?

5. The Lord has saidthatall things areto be “done incleanliness” before Him (Doctrineand Covenants
42:41).

a. Do you strivefor moral cleanliness in your thoughts and behavior?
b. Do you obey the lawof chastity?

6. Do you followthe teachings of the Church of Jesus Christinyour privateand public behavior with
members of your family and others?

7. Do yousupportorpromote anyteachings, practices,or doctrine contrary to those of The Church of Jesus
Christof Latter-day Saints?

8. Do you striveto keep the Sabbath day holy, both at home and at church;attend your meetings; prepare
for and worthily partake of the sacrament; and liveyour lifein harmony with the laws and
commandments of the gospel?

9. Do you strive to be honest inall thatyou do?

10. Are you a full-tithe payer?

11. Do you understand and obey the Word of Wisdom?

12. Do you have any financial or other obligations to a former spouse or to children?

a. |Ifyes, areyou current in meeting those obligations?

13. Do you keep the covenants that you made in the temple, including wearing the temple garment as
instructed in the endowment?

14. Are there serious sinsinyourlifethatneed to be resolved with priesthood authorities as partofyour
repentance?



15. Do you consider yourself worthy to enter the Lord’s house and participateintemple ordinances?

(source: https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/october-2019-general-conference-temple-recommend)

 NECESSITY OF THE TEMPLE FOR RICH MEMBERS
On May 1st,1842, inJoseph Smith's journal itstates:

preached in the grove on the keys of the kingdom charity &c.— The keys are certainsigns & words by
which falsespirits & personages may be detected from true.— which cannotbe revealed to the Elders till
the Temple is completed.— The rich can only get them in the Temple. The poor may get them on the

Mountain top as did moses.

i CHANGES TO THE EARLY PUBLISHED CHURCH HISTORY
Regarding changes to the history of the Church between 1844 and 1856:

Charles Wesley Wandell,an assistantchurch historian, was aghastatthese emendations. Commenting on
the many changes made inthe historical workas itwas being serialized in the Deseret News, Wandell

noted in his diary:

I notice the interpolations because having been employed inthe Historian's officeat Nauvoo by Doctor
Richards,and employed, too, in 1845, in compiling this very autobiography, | know that after Joseph's
death his memoir was 'doctored' to suitthe new order of things,and this, too, by the directorder of

Brigham Young to Doctor Richards and systematically by Richards.

The Quorum of the Twelve, under Young's leadership, began altering the historical record shortl y after
Smith's death. Contrary to the introduction's claim, Smith did not author the History of the Church.

il |n History of the Church Volume 1, firstparagraph, the motivation for writing the history as given by Joseph
Smith (or a later ghost writer) as: Owing to the many reports which have been put in circulation by evil-disposed
and designing persons, in relation to the rise and progress of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, all of
which have been designed by the authors thereof to militate against its character as a Church and its progress in
the world—I have been induced to write this history, to disabuse the public mind, and put all inquirers after truth in
possession of the facts, as they have transpired, in relation both to myself and the Church, so far as | have such
facts in my possession.

xii REPLACEMENT OF ARRINGTON IN THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT

Inthe early 1980s, Lennard Arrington was replaced as the church historian and the officewas turned returned to
being a religious rather thana scholarly office. This replacementwas orchestrated by Ezra Taft Benson, along with
Mark Peterson and Boyd Packer of the 12. See: https://voutu.be/InGYgQWhbHhk?t=11m19s Lennard Arrington
was the only professional historian tofill thepostin the history of the church and presided over a period of

openness which was instark contrastto the previous 100 years of the office.

Arrington wrote in his journal atthe time: “Itis clearthatPresidentBenson will notstand for our ‘real” history.
And sinceheis nextinline, and president of the Twelve, we areina powerless position,and no one wishes to
consider our own rationale,” Arrington wrote Sept. 6, 1976. “ ... The question for me is shalllretainthejob... and
try to write history which will beapproved by [the church’s] Correlation [Department] or shall I resignand

”m

continue to write ‘real history.”” (Leonard Arrington and the Writing of Mormon History, p 339.)
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*V INFORMATION ABOUT HOW THE BOOK OF MORMON WAS SOLD

“After the Book was published, | frequently bantered him [Martin Harris] for a copy. He asked fourteen shillingsa
piece for them; | told them | would not give so much; he told me [they] had had a revelation that they must be sold
atthat price. Sometime afterwards | talked with Martin Harris aboutbuying one of the Books and he told me they
had had a new revelation, that they might be sold at ten shillings a piece.” (Henry Harris,in Mormonism Unvailed,
page 252)

“The Mormons said the price of the ‘Book of Mormon’ was established at$1.75 by revelation. It did not sell well
andthey claimedto receive another to sell itat$1.25.” (Sylvia Walker, Naked Truths About Mormonism, volume
1, pagel)

“Five thousand copies were published —and they said the angel told Smith to sell the book at a pricewhich was
one dollarand eightcents per copy more than the cost, that they ‘might have the temporal profit, as well as the
spiritual.” (David Marks, Baptistminister, The Life of David Marks, 1831, page 341. Quote made after visiting with
David Whitmer and the Whitmer family) —see http://mormonismexposed.blogspot.com/2008/02/cost-of-original-
book-of-mormon-in-1830.html

V' REWRITING OF THE EARLY REVELATIONS TO INSERT THE PRIESTHOOD

With respect to the 1833 Book of Commandments, David Whitmer stated in An Address To All Believers in Christ
pg 64: “Priesthood means authority; and authority is the word we should use. 1do not thinkthe word priesthood
Is mentioned inthe New Covenant of the Book of Mormon. Authority is the word we used for the firsttwo years
inthe church— until Sydney Rigdon’s days in Ohio. This matter of two orders of priesthood inthe Church of Christ,
and lineal priesthood of the old law being in the church, all originated in the mind of Sydney Rigdon. He
explained these things to Brother Joseph in his way, out of the old Scriptures, and got Brother Joseph to inquire,
etc. He would inquire,and as mouthpiece speak out the revelations justas they hadit fixedintheir hearts. As |
have said before, accordingto the desires ofthe heart, the inspiration comes... This is the way that High Priests
and the “priesthood” as you have it, was introduced into the Church of Christ almost two years after its
beginning —and after we had baptized and confirmed abouttwo thousand souls into the church.

Lemar Peters further two in Problems In Mormon Text, pp 7-8: ..The notablerevelations on Priesthood in the
Doctrine and Covenants before referred to, sections 2and 13, are missing,and Chapter 28 gives no hint of the
Restoration which, ifactual, had been known for four years. More than four hundred words were added to this
revelation of Aug 1829 in Section 27 of the D&C, the additions madeto includethe names of heavenly visitors and
two separateordinations. The Book of Commandments gives the duties of Elders, Priests, Teachers,and Deacons,
and refers to Joseph’s apostoliccalling butthere is no mention of Melchizedek Priesthood, High Priesthood,
Seventies, High Priests, nor High Councilors. These words were later inserted into the revelation on Church
organization and government of April, 1830, making it appear that they were known at that date, but they do
not appear in the original, Chapter 24 of the book of Commandments three years later. Similarinterpolations
were made in the revelations known as Sections 42 and 68.

»vi SEER STONE OF HYRUM PAGE

The seer stone of Hyrum Page functioned in exactly the same was as itwas reported that Joseph’s seer stone

worked:
“Father [Emer] Harris said the Apostle said we have to fight against principalitiesand powers in high
places.Bro. Hiram Page dug out of the earth a blackstone[and] putitinhis pocket. When he got home,
he looked atit. It contained a sentence on paper to befit it. As soon as he wrote one sentence, another
sentence came on the stone, until he wrote 16 pages. Bro. Joseph was told of the fact. One person asked
Josephifitisright.He said hedid not know, but he prayed and got revelation that the stone was of the
devil.Then it was broke to powder and the writings burnt. It was a work of the power of darkness. Amen.”


http://mormonismexposed.blogspot.com/2008/02/cost-of-original-book-of-mormon-in-1830.html
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Source: Footnote 1, https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/a-time-to-prepare?lang=eng
Primarysource: Provo Utah Central Stake general minutes, Apr. 6, 1856, vol. 10 (1855-60), Church History Library,
SaltLake City, 273 (spelling, punctuation, and capitalization modernized).

xvil PRESSURE TACTICS IN GAINING CONVERTS

From one trainingto mission leaders
(https://mormonleaks.io/wiki/documents/b/ba/Utah_Areas Annual Mission_ Presidents Seminar-2015-09-

09.pdf):

They will get to yes one no ata time: a. Don’t ever accept no for an answer. b. Help them buildfaith
beyond the firstno. c. Ask three or four times in different ways. d. Do something positively different (e.g.
after the lastno, askif “we cansingyoua song” or “show you a picture of their family”) after the third or
fourth no. e. Alternate asking questions between companions.

il THE EVOLUTION OF THE LDS CHURCH’S STANCE ON EVOLUTION
The followinglistof quotes and references gives an overview of the LDS church’s position with respect to
evolution, and how ithas changed over the last150+years. See https://redd.it/686d8z

— 1830- The Book of Mormon is published in whichitsuggested there was no death priorto the fall of
Adam, "If Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen, but he would have remained inthe
garden of Eden. And all things which were created must have remained inthe same state in which they

were after they were created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end.” - 2 Nephi 2:2

— 1832-Insection 77 of the Doctrine and Covenants, Joseph Smith Jr. describes the earth's "temporal

existence" as being 7,000 years old.

— 1872 -0rsonPrattina Christmas address states, “We know that sixthousand years havenot yet elapsed

sincethe creation, but we know that they have very nearly expired.” http://jod.mrm.org/15/253

— 1882 - Church PresidentJohn Taylor,in his book Mediation and Atonement stated, "The animal and
vegetable creations aregoverned by certainlaws,and are composed of certain elements peculiarto
themselves. This applies to man, to the beasts, fowls, fish and creeping things, to the insects and to all
animated nature .... These principles donotchange, as represented by evolutionists of the Darwinian
school, but the primitive organisms of all living beings existin the same form as when they firstreceived
their impress from the Maker. ... [Man] did not originatefrom a chaotic mass of matter, moving or inert,

but came forth possessing,inanembryonic state, all the faculties and powers of a God."

— 1909 - The firstofficial statement on the issue of evolution was published by the church, marking the
centennial of Charles Darwin's birth, titled The Origins of Man. "It is held by some that Adam was not the
firstman upon this earth, and that the originalhuman beingwas a development from lower orders of the
animal creation. These, however, are the theories of men. The word of the Lord declares that Adam was
"the firstman of all men" (Moses 1:34), and we aretherefore induty bound to regard him as the primal

parent of the race ... all men were created inthe beginningafter the image of God; and whether we take


https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/a-time-to-prepare?lang=eng
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this to mean the spiritor the body, or both, it commits us to the same conclusion:Man began lifeas a

human being, in the likeness of our heavenly Father.”

1910 - Amid disagreements on whether or not to teach evolution at BYU, two faculty members were fired
and others resigned out of sympathy. The decision to NOT teach evolution was made by church president
Joseph F. Smith who said “Teachers ina Church school [should] notbe given opportunity to inculcate
theories that [are] out of harmony with the recognized doctrines of the Church, and hence that they be

required to refrain from so doing."

1925 - Under a new presidency the churchissued a reaffirming second official statement on evolution,
titled “Mormon" View of Evolution. ""God created man in his own image, inthe image of God created he
him; male and female created he them." Inthese plainand pointed words the inspired author of the book

of Genesis made known to the world the truth concerningthe origin of the human family.”

1930 - B.H. Roberts (Q. of 70), drafted a priesthood manual which stated that death had been occurring
for millions of years prior to the fall of Adam, and that human-like pre-Adamites had lived on the earth.
Junior apostleloseph Fielding Smith "vigorously promulgated [the] opposite point of view" ina s peech
that was publishedina church magazinestating, as doctrine, that there had been no death on earth until

after the fall of Adam andthat there were no pre-Adamites.

After, both men were given the opportunity to present their views to the FirstPresidency.A
memorandum was sent to the general authorities which discouraged public discussion of controversial
topics, stating "Upon the fundamental doctrines of the Church we are all agreed. Our missionisto bear
the message of the restored Gospel to the people of the world. Leave geology, biology,archaeologyand
anthropology, no one of which has to do with the salvation of the souls of mankind, to scientificresearch,

whilewe magnify our callingin therealm of the Church.”

1931 - Apostle James Talmage published inthe Deseret News, "I'd not regard Adam as related to —
certainly notas descended from — the Neanderthal, Cro-Magnon, the Peking, or the Piltdown man. Adam
came as divinely directed, created and empowered, and stands as the patriarchalhead of his posterity....

He is borninthe lineage of Deity, not inthe posterity of the brute creation."

1954 - Now President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Joseph Fielding Smith published a book
titled Man, His Origin and Destiny where we wrote at length regarding his views on scienceand evolution.
"It has been truthfullysaidthatorganic evolutionis Satan's chief weaponin this dispensationin his

attempt to destroy the divinemission of Jesus Christ."

1954 - Compiled writings of Joseph Fielding Smith by son-in-law Bruce McConkie titled Doctrines of
Salvationis published, further propagating many anti-evolutionistviews."If men prefer to believe the
strong delusions taught by evolutionists, rather than what the Lord has revealed, we cannot helpit, but it
certainly shows inthem a lack of faith, whichis not to their credit.” Furthermore JFS clarifies that"Adam

was placed here, not a wild, halfcivilized savage, buta perfectly-developed man, with wonderful



intelligence, for he helped to create this earth. He was chosen in pre-existence to be the firstman upon

the earth and the father of the human race, and he will preside over his posterity forever.”

Later JFS boldly declares that"IF EVOLUTION IS TRUE, THE CHURCH IS FALSE. If lifebegan on the earth, as
advocated by Darwin, Huxley, Haeckel (who has been caught openhanded perpetrating a fraud),and
others of this school, whether by chance or by some designing hand, then the doctrines ofthe Churchare

false."

1958 - Sharing many of the same views of his fatherinlaw, Bruce McConkie publishes Mormon Doctrine
describingthe pre-Fall stateof life."Adam and Eve and all forms of life, both animal and plant, were
created in immortality; thatis, when firstplaced on this earth, all forms of life were in a state of

immortality. There was no death inthe world; death entered after the fall.”

His views on evolution and the age of the earth, "Evolutionary theories assumethat hundreds of millions
of years were involved, firstin the creation of the earth as a habitableglobe,and againin the evolution of
spontaneously generated, singlecelled forms of lifeinto the complex and multitudinous forms of life now
found on its face. We have rather specific scripturalindicationsthatthe creative period was of rel atively
shortduration... There is no harmony between the truths of revealed religion and the theories of organic

evolution."

1971-To helpits students prepare for biology graduate programs at other universities, BYU resumed
undergraduate evolution courses. Though Ezra Taft Benson made this suggestionto parents "If your
children aretaught untruths on evolution inthe public schoolsor even in our Church schools, provide
them with a copy of President Joseph Fielding Smith's excellent rebuttal in his book Man, His Originand

Destiny.”- Era, Dec 1970

1975 - Inthe Oct. General Conference, Bruce R. McConkie states that “One such event took placesix
millennia agointhe garden which was planted eastwardin Eden when the man Adam and the woman Eve

fell that men might be.”

1979 - The BibleDictionary published as anappendix to the KingJames bible, states under “Fall of Adam”
that "Before the fall, Adam and Eve had physicalbodies butno blood.There was no sin, no death, and no

children amongany of the earthly creations.”

1982 - Christand the Creation, publishedinthe Ensign stated that "[m]ortality and procreation and death

all had their beginnings with the Fall."

1985 - Boyd Packer saidinthe October General Conference that "no one with reverence for God could

believe that His children evolved from slimeor from reptiles."

1988 - Boyd Packer speakingaboutthe 1910and 1925 statements about evolution reaffirmed that "The

doctrines in both of them are consistentand have not changed.”



1992 - BYU released a packet with comments from the LDS Church's First Presidency and the Encyclopedia
of Mormonism stating "The scriptures tell why man was created, but they do not tell how, though the

Lord has promised that he will tell that when he comes again..."

1997 - President Gordon Hinckley said "None of us ... knows enough. The learning processis anendless
process. We must read, we must observe, we must assimilate,and we must ponder that to which we
expose our minds. | believe in evolution, not organic evolution, asitis called, butinthe evolution of the

mind, the heart, and the soul of man. | believe inimprovement. | believe in growth."

2012 - Russel Nelsonindiscussingthehuman body stated that "some people erroneously think that these
marvelous physical attributes happened by chance or resulted from a bigbang somewhere.” - April

General Conference

2015 - Russell Nelsonsaidina Pew Research Center interview "to think that man evolved from one
species to another is, to me, incomprehensible. Man has always been man. Dogs have always been dogs.

Monkeys have always been monkeys. It's justthe way genetics works.”

2016 — Feb. New Era magazine (aimed at youth aged 12-18) states: “Did dinosaursliveand dieon this
earth long before man came along? There have been no revelations on this question, and the scientific
evidence says yes. (You canlearn more about it by studying paleontologyifyou like, even at Church-
owned schools.) The details of what happened on this planetbefore Adam and Eve aren’t a huge
doctrinal concern of ours. The accounts of the Creationinthe scriptures are not meant to providea
literal, scientific explanation of the specific processes, time periods, or events involved. What matters to
us is that as partof His planfor us, God created the earth andthen created Adam and Eve, who were our
firstparents and were instrumental in bringingaboutthe Fall, which enabled us to be born on earth and

participatein God’s plan.

2017 - Current Churchview is that "The Church has no official position on evolution, and each member is
entitled to his or her own personal views on the subject." See:

https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Question: What is_the Church%27s stance on the theory of

organic_evolution%3F
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