SHE HAVE
FORGOTTEN
THAT SHE IS

il o= ;
AYUMI'S RIVAL? |8

47\ APPLAUDING!

/

KITAJIMA 1S

How
BEAUTIFUL
SHE 1S... S0
MYSTERIOUS AND
PUZZLING...




/ FOLLOWING THIS
| IDEA, T WANTED TO
| PORTRAY THE HEART

\

I STARTED
TO WONDER
WHAT WOLLD

HAPPEN TO

| THEM ON DRY
LAND.

AND MOVEMENT OF
THE MERMAID THAT
LOVES THE PRINCE
S0 MUCH THAT SHE

WELL... AFTER
OBSERVING THE
FISH, T WANTED

TO INTERPRET A
CREATURE THAT
CAN SURVIVE
ONLY IN WATER.

l

(Rir!
/

1S WILLING TO RISK
HER OWN LIFE.

GREAT,
REALLY \ ONEE-SA

N;(
al

YOUR

THANK YOU,
TSUKIKAGE-

ADMIRERS! [
/

n

( THE LITTLE |
\ mermarp.... |
/

/

/
[ THAT wAs \
A WONDERFUL
‘NT’ERPRETATION{
\ OF WATER, |
\ AvuMm.
\ /

YOUR o

EXPRESSIVITY [ ol
WAS \]

EXCELLENT. ¥ o




Maya so unnerving /

: ! are expressions

(| W 9 Iike\ that one...
JI\. Poes she really ! ) AN
'\ forget that 1 am N\ > ~~ j\

<

. \h‘ér rival when she || &4
Z sees me act? g o
A HONDA

— / \
3 DON'T | /

Her gaze
is one of an
adoring
fan.. /

¥y
P I MUSTN'T i, |

... DO \
YOUR BEST | LOSE MY




KA
i

This river
will be my A
stage...

How should
| do it? How
should | vse

i's

/ 1/ f /!" /
’/?',,,v / / 'j/q/ /' Ws so big. /
/) " #1's confusing...

Y ety
// ‘;W’. / y & | /




I'M MAYA
KITAJIMA!

I SHALL
NOW BEGIN
; MY WATER
INTERPRETA-
9 TION!
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HEY, SHE WENT Adlk
BEMIND THE
WATERFALL!
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I5...15
THAT THE
SAME GIRL
FROM
BEFORE?
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. DESTROY THE
HUMANS'
x ViLLAces! | -

GO, WATER!

[ /((/f

| AM RYUIIN,
THE GOD THAT /
GOVERNS ALL U
THE WATER IN

THE VALLEY!

P

/i-"/
i

THE TYRANNY
OF HUMANS
NOWADAYS 1S

UNFORGIVABLE!




WITH WATER,
THEY QUENCH
THEIR THIRST AND
WASH THE DIRT
FROM THEIR
CLOTHES AND
THEIR BODIES.

NONE OF THEM
ARE GRATEFUL EVEN
THOUGH | GIVE THEM

FISH AND CLOUDS
FILLED WITH RAIN...

..THAT IS A
BLESSING FOR
THEIR FIELDS!




NONETHeLESS, 7!
) i e el 1 THey cHoose (|
THEY FISH 17 A0 TO CHANGE THE [ |
TO EXCESS oW YR COURSE OF
THE CREATURES . N ‘ THEY DRY  WATER, THEY
lsotoviney /1 i ' THE LAKES AND  BLOCK THE f(
/A ; )  POLLUTE THE  WATER... ‘
WATER WITH
THEIR FILTH!

| cannot (%,
TOLERATE THIS \ ! |
ANYMORE!




\
/

NN
\ M\\\\\\\\\\\\\M il







\\;\‘\171"




A )

l ) DRAG \ {
EVERYTHING 3(
DOWN INTO ’
THE ABYSS! 728
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IT SEEMED
LIKE SHE
WAS ACTUALLY
COMMANDING
THE WATER...

FOR A MOMENT,
I WAS AFRAID
WE MIGHT HAVE
BROUGHT
RYUJIN'S WRATH
UPON US...

¥ Even if just
for an instant,
it seewed like N
Maya was the This is only
incarnation

0f course...

an acting
exercise...

/16 SOMETHING
WRONG? SHE
B3| DION'T COME
| ouT FROM
BEMIND THE
WATERFALL!




1... BREATHED
SOME WATER
FROMTHE [ A7)
o, \ waterFaLL... NFTHZ

[ THANK
YOU FOR

TOTALLY
DIFFERENT
FROM




N

YOU CHOSE

THERE
WERENT MANY 5 e
MOVEMENTS.

INTERPRETATION.

T CAN'T TELL ‘

YOU WHY, BUT 5
I THOUGHT

THAT IT WOULD |8

LOOK GOOD... é

WAS
SOMETHING
WRONG?

- WELL...
ACTUALLY

OF (

NOT. HOW

couLp you

you SAY SUCH

WERE THINGS? V.
GREAT!

\ N OF COURSE | h
<7
™

F wHA\é’ ]

( No- | GAVE You |

f ‘ THE IDEA | /
~ NG | awr \
| IN PAR-| NOTHING IN || TO COME i,

"
fl

i OUIT FROM |
\RN AT | Pl
Bl WATER- /',

FALL? 497




Ryujin’s

enirance

from behind \ |/ ) o4
the waterfall ) )48
couldn’t have?/ /A"
been better! ||

o

N
[ First, itwas
surprising because
ho one was expecting
sucha thing and

[ itincreased the ’) \})
:, mystery of Ryujin! \\ﬁ ~, A

k .
LL\ And Maya : /
o did it.. without -

thinking?!

" She swiled as 7
she watched my

interpretation,
even though

"

Nl i 7

I've been =
bested again! ~—

TN
’//é// //////lf!l|“\&\\\\§\\\

Without any
" preparation, without ~—=2
any plan, just becavse ==
she had a hunch? How <
is that possible?!

Nothing in
particular?
Just thovght <=
thatitwould ==

look good?! “




Y

Y

MAYA,
AYUM... NG

AND NOW,

WE REACH
THE OUR LAST
THEME.

I HAVE
NO CLUE
WHERE TO
g 10 BEGIN!
INTERPRETING
/, . THE EARTH
£ Mz (Y seEeMs RATHER

DIFFICULT...

/ AYUMI-SAN,

YOU WERE A

L ONDERFUL
| wonere

CouLD You i

\ \
PLEASE TELL FREAT )
Us SOMETHING
ABOUT THE
REHEARSALS
WE JUST 2




o NN/
Wik, N\
R 7
JE Shears = —
S===from instinct! '

She doesn’t
even realize
what she’s

She swiled as i
she watched my =

So much so interprefation, ==

that when she

watches someone e 153" |:vni" h?rmr‘;egl' \\\5
interpreting  She really QM i ' \
something, she loves acting! \§\\\\\\ﬂi\!‘zﬁ\§ . & / \\\

/forge’rs herself!/ ey [ 4 f// ‘“m‘ \\w

d / _are wrong \\ \

748 R,
Q7
Evenifits ~ )7 b’ , -

the competition =;
1o obtain

X
7

,
Z

——
How canshe —
> be 80 innocent? <
= 2 ~
Z ldon'tgetitl S

My acting

[ You doesn’t bother ~Z4/
rm::sm know if! heratall?

I/j///_/m AN, 77PN ) K& 0. i \C\\&. M. /-



what people
call talent?!

\

\ -
N

¥

THEM WILL GET W&
GODDESS.

= is the last ’w

thing | do!

IT WILL
WE'LL START BE REALLY
TO UNDERSTAND INTERESTING
WHICH ONE OF | TO SEE!

THE CRIMSON {'a

WHAT KIND
OF EARTH
WILL THE
TWO GIRLS
PRESENT?

HIMEKAWA
OR MAYA
KITAJIMA?

WHO'LL
BE ABLE TO
INTERPRET IT?

W
\" 81l never
lose to you!

\

=

She doesn’t of acting!
have to struggle But how?!

understands
the essence

at all!

W I \
N | R\
A ﬂ’a 44

Looking closer,
wy acting is the
result of all my
efforts and the
techniques |

And besides...
What makes
we stand out

talent!

Nor can




LET'S SEE ...
MAYA'S RYUJIN
WAS EXTREMELY
SIMPLE BUT

BUT IF WE
CONSIDER ELEGANCE
AND EXPRESSIVITY,
AYUMI'S MERMAID
WAS BETTER.

| will not
lose to you!
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PRE--

MOVEMENTS FECT!
WOULD HAVE
SHATTERED TS R
MYSTERY AND }
PRESENCE!

e T

THAT IS WHY
SHE RAISED
HER ARMS

ONLY ONCE...

v ...SHOWING
...AND AT THE HOW GREAT THE
N\ SAME TIME Ex- GOP'S WRATH
|| PRESSING THE Was...
¥ GRANDEUR AND
N1 MIGHT OF
W RYUJINY

AND SHE DID IT
BECAUSE SHE
UNDERSTOOD
THE WATER'S
ESSENCE!

RYUJIN'S
INTER-

MAYA KNEW TATION
THAT TOO MANY WAS PER-

o

N

SHOWED
Uus HER
EXPRES-
SIVITY IS
NOT ONE
YOU OFTEN
COME

\\| MAYA IS AN

(| IwreResTNG
: GIRL, ISN'T
k.| SHE? SHE...

EVEN THOUGH

VITAL ELEMENT,




SHE ONLY
HAS TO APPEAR
ONSTAGE TO BE
THE CENTER OF
ATTENTION.

SHE SEEMS
TO HAVE BEEN
BORN TO PLAY

LEADING
ROLES.

AND TO
LEAVE THEM

EVEN AFTER
THE CURTAIN
FALLS...

IT WILL
BE VERY
INTERESTING TO
SEE WHAT THE |
TWO GIRLS ARE |

ABLE TO COME
?\\up WITH!

SHE IS
LIKE A RARE
FLOWER.

o

BESIDES,

SHE IS 50

EVEN THOUGH AYUM! IS
SHE IS YOUNG, GREAT! ‘|
SHE HAS SUCH
CHARISMA, /
EXPRESSIVITY
AND A CERTAIN
QUALITY ABOUT
HER.

“f <
SHE IS A o
SURPRISINGLY

WELL-ROUNDED |
ACTRESS. [

MAYA HAS
THE GIFT TO
ATTRACT ANYONE
WHO LOOKS
AT HER!

BUT...

Coi

/

MOMENT, AYUMI

NO MATTER HOW
YOU LOOK AT IT.

FROM

THE THEMES | WOULD BE
FOR THE BETTER
SUITED FOR
!l THE crIMsON |

HAS THE EDGE

WHO

GODDESS?




