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THEY WILL
BURN ME

o
VI

WHO START
A FIRE ARE
IF THEY SENTENCED
FIND ME T'LL TO DEATH... }
BE KILLED... 7




THE CITY
OF EDO IS
ENGULFED

IN FLAMES...
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N> Why?t Why
is Maya

using this for —=
the test?!
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| used for the
fire theme when
Ichiren first
gave it to me...
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‘\ FIRE...
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ONCE AGAN T'LL
BE ABLE TO LIVE |
TOGETHER WITH
YoU AT THE
TEMPLE, JUST
LIKE BACK THEN.
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TOGETHER
WITH You,
KICHIZA...

L

EVEN IF I'M
SENTENCED
TO DEATH FOR
STARTING THE

|

\

A =

WHEN THIS
BELL TOLLS,
I'LL BE ABLE
TO RETURN
TO YOUR
TEMPLE!

TO ESCAPE
FROM THE FIRE
I WILL HAVE TO

RETURN TO YOUR

TEMPLE...
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hear Oshichi —
tolling the bell!
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SOON WE'LL
SEE EACH
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..the fire
L= from Oshichi’s
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| never i That
would've thought ~— consumes
fire could be Oshichi!
expressed in
such a way!
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BOTH FIRES WERE VERY
SPECIFIC AND INTERESTING.
IT WAS CLEAR HOW BOTH
OF YOU GRASPED THE
FEELING OF THE ELEMENT.




| wanted to | never thought
How becowe the that fire could
gracious flame while be interpreted
Ayumi’s Maya expressed _ like that.
fire was! her inner fired 2%

| never
could have

lean't.. imagined

= such a thing!

Ayuwi-san |

- way fo go..
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YOU HAVE
PASSED
THE TEST.
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AYUMI'S FIRE | /
IN ACTING ouT WAS 50 BEAU- | %
OSHICHI, MAYA TFUL, YoUD
SHOWED THAT SHE : s
THINK SHE WAS
STILL HAS MORE =
L e Ao THE PERSONIFI- | =
, —~
CATION OF THE
SHE MANAGED TO FIRE'S SPIRIT. =
SUCCESSFULLY i
EXPRESS THE

PASSION OF FIRE.
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YOUR
OSHICHI
LACKS A
CERTAIN
GLIMPSE

L \\\\\\\

AND THE
AUDIENCE CAN
FEEL IT!

THAT'S
BECAUSE IT
HAS AN AIR
OF REALISM

W3 THERE's A BiG

EVEN THOLGH | orrerence
IT"6 NOT PERFECT, BETWEEN A
A MESMERIZING I FLAWLESS 1
PERFORMANCE ~ INTERPRETATION i
ATTRACTS THE 4 ] l AND A MES- il
ALIDIENCE! ' \

MERIZING ONE. (f| | f”

’
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WHEN YOU'RE
ABLE TO, I'D
LIKE TO SEE
YOUR OSHICHI
ONCE AGAIN!

T THIS 15 MY

OPINION ON
YOUR INTER-
{  PRETATION,
w MAYA.
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FIELD
 FLOWER,
RADIAT-
ING
VITALITY

...ATTRACTS -**
MORE ATTEN-
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THEME WILL
BE "WATER"!
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~.  WHAT?! THIS

// 7 warerraLL?!

//

IN FRONT OF A
POWERFUL WATERFALL,
WHICH EXPRESSES
NATURE'S FORCE, WE'LL
SEE HOW LONG YOUR
INTERPRETATION OF
WATER WILL LAST.

THE INTER-
PRETATION

WHY DID
OF WATER...

YOU CHOOSE |\
YAOYA OSHICHI
FOR THE FIRE
THEME?
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I GAVE HIM A

HE TOLD ME THAT \
HE WAS STAYING FOR
TREATMENT AT THE
LOCAL ONSEN.

WHEN I FIRST MET HIM,

FOR THE PLAY FORGOT-
TEN WILDERNESS AND
HE CAME TO SEE ME.

YES, A RATHER
oD LOoKING | o1p
MAN, BUT VERY | paNo

ATTENTIVE.

WHEN I WENT INTO WELL,
TOWN LAST TIME
I HAPPENED TO

MEET AN OLD MAN

WHO CAME TO SEE

ME IN FORGOTTEN

WILDERNESS.

FLYER

WHEN I

TOLD HIM T
WAS HAVING
HE INVITED ME TROUBLE WITH
TO HAVE SOME THE FIRE
FRUIT SALAD .HE TOLD  |NTERPRETA-
WITH CREAM... Me ABOUT TION...

YAOYA OSHICHI.

CURATIVE
BATHS...
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Only a very
swmall group of
people know
about this...

It’s possible...
it's possible
that the
man is...

Ichiren...

That time you
should have
realized how |

felt about you...

The love

Qshichi...

when Ichiren >
0zaki gave me the -~

same themes of *
wind, fire, water <
and earth.. 3

Oshichi
1 chose Oshichi Brike
inn the hope |
could express the
feelings of love |

had for lchiren! =




...THAT IN THESE

THEMES' REGARD, s
THE RESULT IS Ry
NOT AS IMPORTANT il Eisuke
AS HOW You b3 . HAMIL-SAN
REACH IT I5. Q‘\ WOLUILD LIKE TO Hayawi...
| KNOW WHY THE

GIRLS HAVE TO
PASS THE TESTS
WITH THE THEMES

OF WIND, FIRE,

WATER AND
EARTH.

b

DID TODAY'S
INTERPRETATION
OF FIRE...

THE TRUE OBJEC-

TIVE OF THESE
THEMES IS THE ... TEACH
HOW YOU REACH THEM?

YOUR RESULT!
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After all |
managed fo
get his address

you want \and real name
70 MeeT HIM | from that
SO YOU CAN | art dealer...
BETTER
UNDER-
STAND A
CHARACTER
FOR A
PLAY?

E z
S BETTER JUST GIVE
’ IT UP. IT WOULD BE
D) SMARTER TO CHANGE
% YOUR PLANS. HE
‘;- DOESN'T LET ANYONE

INTERFERE IN HIS
PRIVATE LIFE.

N H
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one just like
that!

lsshin would
have sculpted
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A\
that'st >
_ hisreal .
|7 name., o "
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I'm sure he

can't be different ~what
; from lsshin since kind of N
he made such — person \\ \\\\\
Araallife 2 AL LN\
lsshin! <27 : N\
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Now
arriving at
Midoridai!
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[ m ldidwt s this
| rpeNre || imagine it the sculptor
\  TOoCY like this.  Kaikei's
HALL: house?

DY s
A |

PLEASE

MOMENT

k|

4/ 14

SORRY FOR
THE WAIT.
THIS IS THE
DEPARTMENT
CHIEF,

A |
—

LOOKING FOR
YAMAMOTO-
SAN?

Maybe
he’s doing

sowe sort T’(/{(‘
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A publie
worker at
city hall?!

HOWCANT
MELP YOU? [ /-

DIDN'T YOU
ASK FOR AN

seulptor Kaikei ALDIENCE?

who made
that statve?!
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| thought |
finally found
the statue that
would fit the
image of the
one Isshin made,
and now...

HI! WERE
YOU WAITING

|

\\

PLEASE LISTEN TO ME.

I KNOW I'M BOTHERING YOU
BUT I BEG YOU TO LET ME
OBSERVE YOUR WAY OF LIFE
AND HOW YOU WORK!

| never
would've
thought it was
wade by such \;
acommon =
wan!

~

=

LIKE T WERE AN
APPRENTICE! THREE
DAYS WOULD BE
ENOUGH FOR ME!
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— 1\37 I ONLY SCULPT T'M A MAN LIKE
= IN MY FREE ANY OTHER. T DON'T

% TIME FROM THINK T CAN MELP

THE OFFICE. YOU WITH YOUR

) INTERPRETATION.
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WHO  JusT AN Pl L
LEADS A ORDINARY — = —_— =
SIMPLE  FATHER
LIFE.
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I PROMISE T
WON'T BOTHER
YOU AGAIN
AFTER THAT!

¢

PLEASE. ALL sl

T ASK OF You =

ARE JusT g

THREE DAYS. ==

/ —=
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ALL T NEED S TT=

& 16 TO STAY —
N % NEAR YOU AND

— OBSERVE.

~
‘ Do You
SINCE KNOW YoU
YOU WON'T ARE A VERY
LET IT 6O, INSISTENT
T AGREE. PERSON?
74 YOU'RE
U STILL TRYING
EVEN AFTERT ,
REFUSED You

oy



BUTBE |
READY TO \/‘
BE DISAP- 1\
POINTED... s
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‘MAMA.WE
HAVEA |/
GUEST’ I,
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I'll find lsshin
in this man!

The sacred
’ sculptor Isshin
< from the Crimson
Goddess!
i




