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Meeke:NewYaris man

By David Evans

World Rally
Championship
teams fear Toyota
could dominate
thisyear’s series —
with the Japanese
manufacturer already
working on a series
of upgrades for its
Yaris WRC.

The manufacturer title-

winning team will field

alargely unchanged car

for thismonth’s season-

opener in Monte Carlo,

butfrom then onthe

Yaris will evolve quickly.
Toyota dominated

the second half of last

season, winning four

of thelast six rounds.

- Full story, p2-3
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FEAR TOYOTA WHITEWASH

New recruit Kris Meeke is focused on the job at hand and helping Toyota get back to the front

By David Evans

Toyota starts this year chasing

firsttimein25years—andits
rivals fear the Japanese giant’s

Driversand team principalsfrom

summing up everybody’s feelings.
“They aresostrong,” said Ogier.
“When you see what they could do
last year, especially in the second
half of the year—weall havealot
of work todotostay withthem.”

Askedif Toyota were favourites going
into 2019, Ogier was unequivocal, saying:
“Forthe teams’ [title], I would say for sure.’
' Team principal TommiMakinen did
little to allay those fears, telling MN
there was more to come from histeam

’ inthe comingyear. Asked whathe

thoughtabout the label of pre-season
favourite, Makinen said: “I'mnot so
sureabout that, yet. Look atlast year
and, yes, we had so many fastest stage

times—but we did not have asmany

good results as we should have. We need

more good results from therallies.
“Wehave some work coming with

the car, we have some [homologation]

jokers which we will be using, but
maybe we don’tneed to dotoomuch

with the car [in terms of performance].

Iwould say the consistencyisthe
important thingforustofind.”

back-to-back manufacturer World
Rally Championship titles for the

domination of this year’s series.
all corners of the service park point to

Toyota astheteam tobeat this season,
with world champion Sebastien Ogier

How Toyota intends
to dominate

Driverline-up

There can be absolutely nodenyingthe
excitement thataccompaniesadriver
line-upincludingthetrio of worldrally
winnersthatis Ott Tanak, Jari-Matti
Latvalaand Kris Meeke. Each of those
three drivers starts the season with the
ability, pace and knowledge to win every
round of the championship. Between
them, they have 378 WRC startsand

29 wins. The bulk of those statistics
comesfrom Latvala, but Tanak and
Meeke have both been around long
enough to know what’sneeded.
Interestingly, the Estonian hasone
more world rally start(92) and one
more win (six) than Meeke.

The only possiblefly in the ointment
comesinthe management of three
strong-willed crews, each of whom
will only have eyes for one step of
the podium.

Transmission development
Thisis where the homologation jokers
arereally goingtocomeintoplay as
the teamlooksto source moretraction
and more driveability from revised
front, centre and rear differentials.
Toyota’s chief engineer Tom Fowler
explained: “Changingthe specification
of thetransmissionisadifficultand
long-winded process. Once you've
homologated the original diffs, you
haveto gothrough ajoker processto
changeeach one. And, if you getthat

wrong, youhave to go through afurther
jokertorectify it or goback tothe old
set-up. We've been working on the
ramps in the diffs since 2017, but now
we’re more on theinternalsin the front
and centre. Thisisaimed atimproving
the driveability of the car and helping
with the way we put the torque down
ontotheroad. Thisisaimed moreatthe
gravel events, butit’s possible we will be
abletolearn more from thisfor asphalt.”

Engine’sonsong

When the Yaris WRC first turned a
wheelin competition almost two years
ago, rivalsimmediately noticed the
strength of the engine —especially the
power output. Engine developmentis
completed by Toyota Motorsportin
Cologne and thefruits of Germany’s
ongoinglabours were seenin Finland
last season, when TMG delivered
anupgradein time for Tanak to win
indJyvaskyla.

The combination of engine and
transmission is where Toyota will score
well this year —with improvements
toboth offering more feedback and
confidencetothedrivers. The engine
now gives more torque than ever,
allowingthedriversto use themotor
to pull themselves out of trouble,
especially in tricky conditions where
gripiscompromised.

Time to toughenup

Plenty wasmade of Toyota’sfragile
frontendlast season, withradiator
and engine damage ruling the team
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Tommi Makinen says he is impressed with progress on the Yaris

out of plenty of points. It’s theseissues
Makinenistalking about when he
speaks of the need for more consistency.

Despite thoseissues, whenit came
tothereally tough test—Turkey—-then
Tanak delivered another win for the
Yaris. Fowler admits, however, that
rough rally pace needs significant
attention for this season.

“If youaskme,” said Fowler, “which
rally I was most disappointed with last
year in terms of performance,I’d have
tosay Turkey. OK, we won therally,
but we weren’t therein terms of pace.
Everybody broke their suspension
except us—maybe you could say we
were quite fortunate that we didn’t hit
any of the bigger rocks. Butlook at the
first day and we were sixth, without the
other cars having problems and some
mistakes we might have stayed there.
We’ve seenthisasatrendlast year, in
therougher sections of stages, when
we’re down tobedrock, then they’re
tough for us. In Turkey we traded
protection for performance and we
knew when we started that rally out
outright speed wasn’t there.

“We’ve worked hard topick up
tractionin the slower, looser sections
and that wasone of the car’sbig gains
lastyear—butthat’s cometothe
detriment of protectioninthe
suspension, which meant we couldn’t
carry the speed through therough
places. Weneed to work on this, we
need some time testingonrough
gravel -troubleis, there aren’t many
rallies where youneed that. It means

devotingtimetoaset-up and car fairly
specifictoonerally. Generally, rallies
are getting easier onthe cars which has
meant more of afocus on performance.”

The overview

Chassis and suspension development is
ongoing with Toyota and the driversare
known to be far happier with thefeel and
feedback from the Yaris than they were
12monthsago.

The only visible change to the outside
of the car for 2019is expected to come
around thefront of therear wheel arch,
which will have aminor aero tweak to
help thenatural airflow for cooling.
There’safeeling the car could still
shed some weight, but otherwiseit’s
getting close to the optimum current
specification World Rally Car.

Toyota Gazoo Racing’s other
strength is undoubtedly the support
from the parent manufacturerin
Japan. Toyota chairman and CEO
AKioToyodais a personal supporter
of Makinen’s work and isregularly
seen on events cheering on the Yaris
WRCs. That supportisreflected in
the budget, with Toyota the best-
resourced squad in the service park.

Auriol was a Toyota winner in 1994
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F1 ROUND-UP

Can McLarenwin?
Carlos Sainz Jris hopeful
McLaren will “remember” how
towin again because he has “a

lot of trust” in Formula 1’s second-
most successful team. McLaren
haswon 182 races, second only

to Ferrari (235 victories) in the
all-time list, but has suffered six
winless seasons and notscored

a podium since the 2014 opener

in Australia. Sainzjoinsin 2019
from Renault alongside Formula 2
graduate Lando Norris.

Honda eyes step-up
Hondatechnical director Toyoharu
Tanabe believes Toro Rosso’s use of a
complete Red Bullrearendin 2019
will be a “big advantage” for Honda as
it prepares to supply two Formula 1
teams again. Red Bullis switching to
Honda engines this year after its junior
team’s successful first campaign with
the Japanese manufacturerin 2018.
As bothteams willrun Honda engines
they will share a complete rear, unlike
last year when Red Bull was supplied
by Renault.

Ricciardo fail

Red Bull Racing boss Christian
Horner believes that his team

did “everything that we possibly
could” to retain Daniel Ricciardo.
After weeks of discussions the
Australian was expected to sign
anew contract shortly after the
Hungarian GP. However he opted
instead for Renault. “He actually
said this — he did the classic
break-up - it notyou, it’s me! And
Ithink he justgenuinely wanted
totake on a new challenge,”
explained Horner.

Haas surprises itself
Haas has admitted that it surprised itself
this yearto be able to fight with Renault
foratop four place inthe constructors’
championship. Having only entered F1
three years ago, the American-owned
outfit challenged Renault for fourthin
the constructors’ championship with
drivers Romain Grosjean and Kevin
Magnussen, ultimately missing out by
29 points. “l think we surprised a lot

of people,” said team boss Gunther
Steiner. “We were aiming for sixth, we
were fighting for fourth and we finished
fifth. Soyes, it's a bit of a surprise.”

Happy Hamilton

Lewis Hamilton’s ability to perform
atsuch ahighlevel in Formula 1

is down to him having found
happiness in his life off track,
reckons team boss Toto Wolff.
Having delivered his fifth world
title this season, Hamilton was
able to twin success with the
launch of a Tommy Hilfiger fashion
collection line. “l think that what

is happening is that he constantly
develops, there is no stand still,”
said Wolff. Hamilton apologised
forreferring to Stevenage as
a“slum” atthe BBC Sports
Personality of the Year awards.

F1l held an event in
London in 2017

By Scott Mitchell

The prospect of aLondon grand
prix has been boosted by the
city mayor believing it “should
be possible” and Formula 1
targeting a grand prix on the
capital’s outskirts.

A grand prixinthe English city
hasbeenlittle more than a pipe
dream for several yearsbutitisan
option F1 owner Liberty Media has
continued to explore.

The future of the British Grand
Prixisunder threat because current
host Silverstone has activated a
break clauseinits contract with
F1thatmeansthe2019race will
beitslast without afresh deal.

However, F'1 hasmadeit clear that
itwantstomaintainits presence
in Britain, if not grow it,and it has
emerged thatanew optiontorace

'LONDON MAYOR: CITYF
A POSSIBII.I

Sadug Khan belind pntent_/ capital grand/ ng_(gIa_n_s;

in Londonis being considered.

While a London grand prix has
numerous logistical challenges,
city mayor Sadiqg Khanis said to
consideritrealistic.

A spokesperson for the mayor’s
office said: “Londonis always open to
hostingthe world’s biggest and best
sportevents—from thefinal of UEFA
Euro2020tothe NFL, and the Cricket
World Cup to Major League Baseball.

“The mayor believes that it should
be possible toorganisearacein
Londoninthe futureand has asked
histeam to explore options with F'1.”

Flheld ademonstration onthe
streets of the capitalin 2017 ahead
of the British GP, thefirst such event
since onein’04.

However, afull-onrace wasrecently

labelled “inappropriate” by David
Richards, chairman of Motorsport
UK, the country’s governing body.

Formula E held racesin London
initsfirst two seasons, but the electric
single-seater series only used a circuit
built within Battersea Park.

Flispushingfor morestreetraces
and Vietnam will join the calendar
in 2020 with a Hanoi city event.

Inaninterview with London
newspaper the Evening Standard,
F1sporting director Ross Brawn said
thataraceonthecity’s outskirtsis
the best option.

“Ithink because F1isaweek-long
activity minimum, the disruption it
would causein the centre of London
would be unacceptable,” said Brawn.

“Idon’tthink Londonersreally
need to worry about us taking over
the centre of London for a week.

“Butthere are things onthe
periphery that are being explored -
not slap-bangin the centre of
London but Greater London.”

Photos: LAT

There hasnot been any public
progresson Silverstone negotiating
anew deal, although the British
Racing Drivers Club has dismissed
areportthatan offer had recently
been presented to F1.

Before the end of the 2018 season,
F1commercial chief Sean Bratches
hinted thatithad options beyond
Silverstone for the British GP.

However, Brawn said that F1’s
effortstopull off aracein London
would not necessarily come at the
expense of Silverstone, which has
been the British F1 host since 1987.

“We’d like to see London
complement Silverstone, not
replaceit,” said Brawn.

“We could see ways we could
makeit work both sides.

“Londonisaniconiccity witha
massive historyin the sportand
there’shuge enthusiasm here.”

Trebling budget wouldn’t have improved 2018 FW41 car - Claire Williams

Claire Williams believes her Formula 1
team’s 2018 car was so flawed that it
would have been difficult toimprove
“evenif wehad tripled” the budget.
Williams finished 10th and lastin the
constructors’ championshipin 2018, the
team’s worstresultinitslonghistory.
Both Lance Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin
struggledto getto grips with the
underperforming FW41 last season
and were only able to score points on

two occasions, in Azerbaijan and Italy.

“Ithink the problems wererelated

totheglobal car, if youlike—we’ve
hadissuesfronttoback,” deputy
team principal Williams told M.

“Sototry and make changestobring

performancetoacarthat waslike that
was always going to be difficult.

“Wetried and we tried hard. It wasn’t

through alack of hard work, energy,
motivation, I supposeit wasjustthe

flaws were too fundamental torectify
halfway through aseason.”

Chief technical officer Paddy Lowe
added: “It’s been a very tough season
for the team, but also for me personally,
Iwould say one of the toughest years
thatI’dhadin F1. Buton the good side
Ithink wefound the bottom of the
trench in terms of performance. That
isactually a healthy processforthe
teamto go through forthelongterm.”

Cla1reW1111ams (1) Paddy Lowe (1)
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Title escapes Green
as he starts 14th year

Jamie Green has beenre-signed at Audi
for DTMin 2019, ensuring that Britain
will berepresented in the German
tin-top series asreigning champion
Gary Paffett departsthe seriesand
Paul di Restahasno confirmed seat.
Green, 36, has 177 startsand 16 winsin
theseries, while a title still eludes him
after abest finish of second in 2015.

The Leicester driver was hit hard by the

newrulesin 2018, which aimed toreduce
aero, which Audi had an advantagein.
Hefailed to winarace andfinished last
in the standings while Team Rosberg
team-mate Rene Rast took seven wins—

morethan histitle winning yearin 2017
—and second in the championship.

“We already had an extremely strong
driver squadin2018,” said Audi’shead
of motorsportDieter Gass.

“Inmy view, they’re theright six
for Audi Sport. All of them have the
potential to battle for the DTM title.

“Asidefromthat, they again proved
tobe extremely good team players
lastseason.

“Inthe past, we changed the team
compositions from time to time.

“However, in the current pairings,
the drivers complement each other

perfectly sothat we didn’t see any
room for improvementinthisrespect.”
This season will be thefirst that Paffett

hasn’t started in DTM since 2002, making

185 starts, taking 22 wins and two
championshipsin 2005and 2018.
Hehas confirmed thathe would like
todriveintheseriesnextyearina
one-off outing.
“Iactually mentioneditto Uli Fritz

[HWA boss] after Hockenheim thatI want
tocomeand do aguestracenext yearjust
solcanracewitha#1 onmy car,” hesaid.

“Hedid considerit, but maybenot...
ButIthinkif Ipushhard enough

something good can happen.”

That appearance would have to come
inthe Aston Martin team-new for 2018
andrun by the same HWA outfit that
ran Mercedes’ DTM entry —and thatis
also apotential landing spot for di Resta.

The Scotfinished third in the
championship with Mercedeslast
season, and isone of anumber of drivers
linked with the Aston seats along with
out-of-work Formula 1 driver Sergey
Sirotkin. Red Bull F1reserve Jake
Dennis, GP3 driver Jake Hughes and
Porsche junior driver Thomas Preining
all tested with HWA in Jerezlast year.

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Despite having said it would be
“highly unlikely” to be on the
World Endurance Championship
grid in 2020/21, McLaren has
confirmed it could field a car
under the new Hypercar rules.
“Itis definitely something we are
evaluating, although | wouldn’t
callitaplanyet,” said McLaren
boss Zak Brown... Formula E could

: increase the power awarded for its

: ‘attack mode’ for the next round at

: Marrakech on January 12. Last time

: outin Saudi Arabia was the debut

. forthe system, which is activated

. by slowing down and going offline

: before receiving a power boost.

: Drivers criticised its initial placing

: onthe circuit, before it was modified

: priortothe race...Fans of Formula 1

: will getthe first chance to meet
: BritLando Norrisin hisroleas a

: Formula 1driver, as he and 2019

: McLaren team-mate Carlos Sainz
: will be unveiled at the Autosport

. International show. Ex-Renault

: driver Sainz and Formula 2 runner- :
. up Norris will open the show on the :
: Saturday, and will be interviewed  :
: onthe Autosport stage.

Norris (above) joins Sainz at Autosport show

Karting and sportscar

ace Hanley to IndyCar

Multiple karting champion and
sportscarregular Ben Hanley
will contest a partial seasonin
IndyCarthis year,including
the Indianapolis 500, after the
DragonSpeed team with which
he contests the FIA World
Endurance Championship
announced itsexpansiontothe US
open-wheel seriesin December.

The 33-year-old Mancunian
hasn’tracedasingle-seater
since 2010in the football-based
Superleague Formula
championship, buthaskept
hishandin conductingtyre
development work with Formula
2and GP3inrecent seasons.

Both driver and the
DragonSpeed team, run by
former British Formula 3 racer
Elton Julian, willbe new to
IndyCar and ovalracing, but
Hanley told Motorsport News
thathisfamiliarity with the
team and extensive test mileage
insingle-seaters will help
shorten thelearning curve.

“T'vedonealot of mileagein the
background and the experience
that yougain when you're doing
tyretestingand car development
ismassive,” hesaid.

“We all know each other and
we all know each other’sroles,
so when we get to that first test,
we’lljustfocus onthecarand
getting tofamiliarise ourselves
with the car asopposed to forging
new relations on the engineering
side, soit’sabigpositive tohave
that continuation.”

Thefirst test getsunderway
atthe Circuit of the Americas
in Texasnext month.

Han]y iswith DragonSpeed

Kristoffersson swaps World Rallycross for a full-time WTCR seat

Reigning World Rallycross
champion Johan Kristoffersson
will compete in WTCR full-time
in 2019, after Volkswagen pulled
its support for the PSRX World
Rallycross team he won thelast
two World RX titles with.
Peugeot, Audiand VW have
all pulled out of World RX for
thisseason, with the series
facingan uncertainfuture
over the details of its proposed

switch to electric power.

That forced the 18-time winner -
over justtwo seasons—tolook
for other options, and he already
had experience with the formula
having won the TCR Scandinavia
titlelast season.

“After four years of rallycross,
2019 will be my first full touring
car season ontheinternational
stagesince’13,” said
Kristoffersson, who will compete

inaVWPoloTCR.

“Most of the circuits are entirely
new territory for me and therefore
represent a huge challenge.

“I’malsolooking forward
to working with my new team-
mates, especially touring car
world champion Rob Huff.

“What’smore, Sebastien Loeb
Racingisan experienced team
and I'm delighted to be moving
within the Volkswagen family.”

IndyCar legend Mears: New aero rules will suit not hinder Alonso’s Indy 500 victory chances

Indycarlegend Rick Mears says
the more difficult new-for-2018
Indycar will suit McLaren’s
Fernando Alonso betterin his
second attemptonthe
Indianapolis 500in 2019.
Alonsoledlapsin hisfirst Indy
500backin 2017, drivingfor an
Andretti Autosport-supported
McLaren entry, beforean
enginefailure prevented him
from beingafactorin therace-
decidinglatelaps.

The two-time Formula 1 world
champion adapted quickly tothe
carinthe Month of May, aided by
Andretti’sdominance during the
downforce-heavy manufacturer
aerokit era—apoint Sebastien
Bourdaismadeearlier this year.

In2018 IndyCarreducedthe
downforce dramatically and
changedtheIndy 500froma
pack-likeraceintoamore
single-file style event, with
thelack of aero gripleading

several star namesto spinout
and crash duringtherace.

But Mearsbelieves theradical
change will notimpact Alonso.

“Iactually think the current
cars will suit him better,” said
three-time IndyCar champion
Mears who works with the
Penske team.

“From listeningtoourdrivers
and others, this car gives better
feel, better feedback, which
should help someone with

lessexperience.

“Yes, it’sharderto drive now,
more twitchy, moredifficultin
traffic,and soon.

“But Alonsoisoneof the
greatracers: he’slikea Mario
[Andretti], Parnelli[Jones], A.J.
Foyt—youknow he’s goingto step
intoanyracecar and be quick.”

McLaren has confirmed that
ithasopened negotiations with
Alonsotohavehimtestitsnext
F1 challenger for 2019.

Alonso has already tested the new-spec IndyCar aero last year
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By James Newbold

McLaren Automotive has
signed Renault Clio runner-up
James Dorlin, Formula Ford
Festival winner Josh Smith
and Mini Challenge front-
runner Jordan Collard to join
Lewis Proctorinits Driver
Development Programme for
the scheme’s second season.
The quartet will pair up in two
McLaren 570S GT4s in a yet-to-
be-confirmed series, although it
is expected that they will contest

me

—
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the British GT championship.

The three teenaged drivers
were chosen after an extensive
interview processincluding
fitness tests, engineering
knowledge and qualifying
simulations, overseen by
McLaren factory driver Rob Bell.
All will benefit from mentoring
from McLaren staff in matters
ranging from on-track
performance to sponsorship
and PR and data analysis.

“It’s apleasure to welcome
three bright young talents to the

'McLAREN’S GT JUNIOR
Dorlim, Collard and g
Sl_ithLt/ join sche

=

wid

McLaren Automotive Driver
Development Programme
for2019,” commented Dan
Walmsley, McLaren Automotive
director of motorsport.
“Following a successful
inaugural season for the
programme, which saw two of
the four drivers challenge for
the GT4 classtitle in the British
GT Championship, we're
looking forward to further
successes for the second year
of the programme.”
Programme graduates Michael

v/

Juniors will drive
570S GT4sin’19

O’Brien-who hasbeen placed at
Balfe Motorsport—-and Charlie
Faggfinished within two points
of the British GT4titlelast year
for Tolman Motorsport and have
been promoted to the newly
established Junior Performance
Academy. Fagg’s 2019 schedule
with a McLaren customer teamis
expected to be announced soon.

The third graduate, Jordan
Albert, will continue his
involvement with McLaren
through its Pure McLaren
trackday events.

R

James Dorlin
Dorlin was perhaps alittle
unfortunate to see the Renault
UK Clio Cup title slip from his
grasp in the courts last season.
The mid-season run of form that
helped him claim five wins on
the bounce offers a tantalising
look at what the versatile
19-year-old —who also has
experience in historics — can
bring to GT racing.

Joxrdan Collard
In his first season out of
Ginetta Juniors, the youngest
son of British Touring Car
Championship veteran Rob
Collard impressed in the
Mini Challenge JCW class
by finishing as top rookie in
third overall, taking a win at
Silverstone. Still only 18,
eschewing the single-seater
route pursued by brother
Ricky could pay dividends.

Josh Smith

The Cumbrian’s dramatic victory
in last year's Formula Ford
Festival after a battle with Niall
Murray and Ollie White showed
the 19-year-old's steel under
pressure. Afteratough 2015

in F4, he rebounded to win the
2017 BRSCC Northern title,
but the switch to GTs will pose
an altogether new challenge.

-VEA
— AL [l

McLAREN’S NEW DEVELOPMENT DRIVERS

)

Priaulx switches from British F4

Priaulx couldn’t turn down professional switch from single-seaters to Multimatic Mustang British GT4 seat

Seb Priaulx says the prospect of
becoming a professional driver was too
good to turn down after signinga deal to
race a Multimatic Motorsports Ford
Mustang GT4in British GT next year.
The 17-year-old showed flashes of
promisein hisfirst season of single-
seatersin British F4 this year for
TRS Arden, finishing seventhin
the standings with two wins, buthas
followed his father, multiple touring car
world champion Andy, into sportscar
racing after impressing Multimatic

boss Larry Holtin a test at Snetterton.
Priaulx, who had also tested for

McLaren, told MNthat the prohibitive

cost of climbingthe single-seater

ladder combined with the opportunities

for growth within the Multimatic

organisation—which built the

Mustang GT4 and runs Ford’s FTA

World Endurance Championship

team-made his decision aformality.
“Iseeavery bright future in Multimatic,

Ford andin GTracing,it’'sa great stepfor

metobeaprofessional driver,” he said.

British GT turns down “wacky” Donington night-race, format stays the same

British GT will replicate the two-hour,
singlerace format of its Donington
seasonfinale forits additional visit
tothe Leicester circuitin June, having
dismissed the possibility of a “wacky”
night raceformat.

Championship manager Benjamin
Franassovicitold MNin August that
an ‘intothenight’race was among
the options being considered for the
extra Donington round, which fills
the vacancy left by Rockingham on
the calendar, but was wary of taking
unnecessary risks.

“We didlook at doing something
different, wacky, butithad tomake
sense,” hesaid. “Itneeded tobe
packagable. Wereally had a good
think and theissue was there was
no pointin doing something for
the sake of doing something.”

Franassovici cited a 1900hrs curfew
for track activity as a critical factor

againstanightrace, and said that teams

had “generally accepted” the proposal.

Headded: “I’'mnot closing the door
tointroducing somethinginteresting
if itmakes sense, like havingthe Am

finishing the race which would be
different to the end of season finale.”

The championship has 30 fully-paid
entries, but Franassovicisaid he was
prepared to keep the door open for
any new GT2 carsthat are built by
theend of this year.

“If someone has acar and wantsto try
itout duringthe season then we will be
happytolook atitand see how we could
accommodateitfor one or two events,”
hesaid. “If we have space onthe grid,
we will do our best to seeif it can be fitted
in without disrupting what we have.”

“I'monly 17, soit’sadream come true
forme. There’s always some routes to go
higherin single-seaters, butit costsa

lot of money toget to Formula3sotobea
professional driver with amanufacturer
isthebest option for my career.”

Priaulx already has a good working
knowledge of Multimatichaving seen
hisfatherracinginthe WEC at close
quarters, sois confident that the team
canmake upforitslack of experience
on the British tracks with the Mustang,
which will be makingits UK debut.

“I'malways expecting to win, that’s
my main goal, and the caris definitely
capableof it,” headded.

“Idon’tthink [thelack of data] will
affect me too much because I have good
team-matesin Scott Maxwell and Billy
Johnson who know what they’re doing
andIcanfeed off them. They've gota
lot of experience of GT racing which
IThaven’'tatthe momentbutI'm very
confident that we’ve got a great car
andthe guys are amazing, they work
veryhard.”

British GT raced into the night at Donington Park in the 2011 round
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Carlin Japanese F3
Carlin could become involved in
the Japanese F3 championship this
year. Carlin sent technical staff and
Ferrari junior Callum llott out to the
pre-Christmas two-day official test
atSuzuka to help the OIRC Team
YTB squad, which has just bought
two of the team’s cars. llott —who
competed at the Macau Grand Prix
with Carlin —is notin contention
foraseat,as MN sourcesreporthe
has signed with Charouz Racing
System for Formula 2 this year.

Porters unite

A second generation of the Porter

family will take on the Mini Challenge
when teenager Josh Porter joins the
Cooper Am Championship grid for
2019. He has been lured into Mini racing
by his father, Tim Porter, whowas a
regularin the Cooper S championship

Clio Cup was

Series will stop TOCA mainstay

atend of 2019 S —— =

DISAPPOINTMENT ASCLIO

CUPCOMESTOANE

Renault UK Clio Cup teams are
“frustrated” and “disappointed”
that the popular series will be axed
attheend of the season.

It was confirmed shortly before
Christmasthat the manufacturer would
not continue tosupport the series beyond
the2019season. That coincides with the
planned introduction of the new fifth
generation Clio as well as when the
category’s deal to appear on the British
Touring Car Championship support
billran out. MNunderstandsthat the
timing of thenew car’slaunch wasa
critical factor with the championship
potentially ending soonerif thenew
model wasintroduced at an earlier point.

Theseries has been amainstay on the
TOCA supportbill for decades and has
been a proving ground for countless
future tin-top stars.

Thenews was a surprise to some of
the Clio teams, while othersfeared that
Renault would pull out.

“It’sdisappointingreally,” said
Westbourne team boss Richard Colburn.
“It’sjustashameafter such along
heritage [the series originally began
in1991].It’'shad some greatraces over
the yearsand I'm surethey’ve sold
many cars[off theback of it].”

Matrix Motorsport team principal
Dave Hayes, whofirst began working
inthe Clio Cup asa16-year-old in 2000,
added: “It wasnot something we were
expecting.It’sone of them where

everything comestoanend at some point.

“Somedrivers arelike ‘why would I
doitbecauseit’sthelast year’ buton
the other handit’sthe oneto win because
everybody is going toremember the
lastraces.”

WDE Motorsport was considering
quittingthe series for 2019 butisnow set
toremain for the category’sfinal season.

“Icould seeitcomingamile off,”
admitted team boss Wayne Eason.
“There wasno commitment and
nobody looking torenew a contract
wouldleaveit untilnow.”

Westbourne still planstorunupto
four carsthis season, while Matrix has
reported agood level of interestin the
seriestoo.

Renault Sport Racing sporting
manager Tarik Ait Said explained
thatit wasn’t an easy decision for
Renault UK to bring the category toan
end. “We had meetings with Renault
UK to work out what would be the
future,” hetold MN. “There’sanew
Clio comingoutin 2020 so we had alot
of discussions with Renault UK on

how to position the Clio Cup UK.

“The environment has changed.
For Renaultit’s very important that
it makes sense from a marketing
point of view. It was a compromise
on what the best thing to do with the
budget that we have.

“Evenifit’s gotagood grid of 20
to 25 cars, financially speaking a good
grid would be above 30. They were
puttingalot of moneyinitandneed
to have areturnontheinvestment.

“If yourateitfroma TV point of view,
it’sfantastic with the public. Froma
marketing point of view, with the new
car comingand all the things that would
berequired, it was hard for them to see
how the Clio Cup would fitin 2020.”
@Fora look back at the most
successful driversin the Clio Cup,
turntopage 24.

with the Oakfield Motorsport team.

Prize test

ClassicVW Cup ClassB
frontrunner Alex Kite enjoyed
aprizetestin alatest-spec
Volkswagen Racing Cup Team
Hard-run Golf last month. Kite,
who regularly competesin a Vento
VR6, got a taste of more modern
machinery around the Brands
Hatch circuit. As well as the run
in the car, Kite also received
media and sponsorship advice.

Karter to Italy

Red Bull-backed British karter Jonny
Edgarwillrace in the ltalian Formula 4
Championship this season with the
Jenzer Motorsport squad. The teenager,
who finished 14th inthe OK World
Championship final last year, will also
compete in selected rounds of the
German series too. “I'm now training
hard and looking forward to a new
chapter andto the challenges that
2019 willbring,” he said.

Piastrito Europe
Oscar Piastri will compete in the
Formula Renault Eurocupin2019
with reigning champion R-ace GP.
The 2017 British F4 runner-up
finished eighth in the standings
lastyear with Arden but steps up
to the frontrunning squad for his
sophomoreyear.

Blancpain GT Series move to Phoenix Racing for British GT race winner Hutchison

British GT race winner Finlay
Hutchison will compete in the
Blancpain GT Series this season for
Phoenix Racingin an Audi R8 LMS.
The 18-year-old took victory in
the British GT season finale last
year at Donington Park aboard
aMcLaren 570S GT4 run by

wins in the GT4 European Series.
He has already tested the Audi R8,
which will be run by former DTM
and GT3 European Championship
winners Phoenix Racing, in
Portimao at the end of 2018.
“Everything went very well in
the test and the car was awesome,”
said Hutchison.

“It’s absolutely fantastic to be
stepping up into the Blancpain GT
Series in GT3 this year, especially
with such a successful and
experienced team as Phoenix
Racing, and it’s great to have the
opportunity torace an Audi R8
which is a proven car at this level. It’s
areally solid car, a proper race car.”

Hutcison will drive AudiR8 LMS GT3 car run by Phoenix Racing

Equipe Verschuur, as well as

Students to take part in UK’s first closed road electric race

Hull will hostitsfirst closed-
roadracethisyear with all
electricracesaimedat
encouraging young children
and studentsto getinvolved
inmotorsport.

Three categories of races
will be held; Formula Goblin
(9-11-year-olds) will include
dragand slalom challenges,
Formula 24 (11-16-year-
olds) will be two 90-minute
enduranceracesand
Formula 24+ (16-25-year-olds)
willhave a one-hourrace.

The event will take place
on April 28in Hull city centre
and hasbeen organised by the
Greenpower Education Trust
—which was set-up toinspire
young peopleinto STEM
(science, technology,
engineeringand
mathematics)—and Green
PortHull, lead sponsor of
the event supported by the
Regional Growth Fund.

Paul van Veggel, CEO of
Greenpower Education
Trust, said: “Greenpower

setsachallenge for young
people coveringtheages of 9
t025: work together asateam
todesign and build your own
carandraceitagainstother
teams as equals, no matter
what your backgroundis.
“Aswell asinspiring
them toundertake technical
education subjectsleading
toreal, rewarding careers,
they alsolearn somuch
about working together,
overcoming challenges,
resilience and fair play.”

National FF1600 season for Macpherson

Scottish teenager Michael
Macpherson will make his
British Racing and Sports
Car Championship National
Formula Ford 1600 debut this
year after signing with Kevin
MillsRacing.

Macpherson, 17, graduated to
carsfromkartingin 2017 when
he competed in Scottish FF1600
for Graham Brunton Racing,
finishingfifth in the standings.

The Highland driver sat
outlast season duetobudget
constraintsbutracedinthe
Festival for GBR before
competingin a one-off

Champions of Brandsmeeting
with KMR, recording a best
finish of third.
KMR took MazdaRoad to
Indy shootout finalist Michael
Eastwell tosecondinlast year’s
National championship, while
Michael Moyers claimed a
second successive Walter
Hayes Trophy win for the team.
Team boss Kevin Mills said:
“Afterfinishing third on his
debut, it became a priority forus
tokeep Michael [for] 2019. Here’s
hopinghe can getthe same
results asthe other Michaels
we’vehadinour team!”
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MOTORSPORT UK BENEFITS

B Complimentary personal accident cover with JLT
M Discounts on competition and road car tyres, at
Protyre, the fastest growing chain of fast fit and
mechanical garages inthe UK

M 10 per cent off competition insurances and 15 per
cent off road carinsurance with Adrian Flux

M 10 per cent off in-store at Halfords

M 10 per cent discounts off Grand Prix Racewear’s
branded personalised overalls

M 10 per cent off outdoor apparel and equipment at
the UK's leading independent outdoor and mountain
sports retailer, Ellis Brigham

M Discounts on ferry travel to the continent

with DFDS

ByJack Benyon

Motorsport UK has revealed its first
major change to help competitors
and volunteers after its rebrand

incentivesto people signing up to
take partin motorsport.
Discounts on personal accident
cover (JLT)and competition and
road carinsurance (Adrian Flux),

b
i

'F'

organisation and taken for granted their
annuallicencerenewals,” said Richards.
“Thisisthenextlogical stepfollowing
our change inname and identity,
helpingensure that we deliver on

TUKREVEALS.
GEiOF.DISCOUNTS "

ﬂampetltnrs antl, vnlunteers heneflt m firstmajor change smce MSA
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\ Club racers
B to benefit

competitors would not be able to enjoy
the sport we are passionate about.”
Themove comes asthe organisation
aimsto stimulate grassroots
participationin motorport, with

Three-time RGB champion

Higginson to Caterhams

Multiple RGB champion Matt Higginson
will contest the British Racing and
Sports Car Club’s Caterham 420R
Championship this season.

Higginson, who won the 750 Motor
Club’s RGB overall title three times
in2013,’14and 16, will drive a car
prepared by two-time 420R champion
Danny Winstanley’s team, having
made sporadic appearancesinthe
Civic Cuplast season.

“The championship seemed tofit the
rightlevelsforme,” said Higginson.

“Everyone has the same car, [ know
the guy satnext to me on the gridisin
the same car whichis a problem with
otherraceseriesI'vedone.It’salsoa
stepupinlevel of driver.

“I'mhopingtodoitstraight away
[challenge for the title], I wouldn’t
be doingitjust todrive around.

“Idrove the car already and it felt
very similar toacar [AB Performance
Arion]Idrovein RGB.

“It’s such a tight championship, if
youmissacorner you’'llbebackin
the middle of the pack.”

@Formula Ford 1600 racer Richard
Morris will make the switch to RGB
for 2019 with Spire Sports Cars.
Morris will be driving reigning
double champion Billy Albone’s 2018
car. “It'sbeen somethingI’ve been
wanting to do for a while now to move
my career towards sportscars and

from the Motor Sports Association, anddealsatHalfords, Protyre, DFDS our promise and dehvartanglble Richards and new chief executive sports prototypes,” Morris said.
announcing arange of discounts. Ferries, Grand Prix Racewear and benefits to our customers. e officer Hugh Chambers wanting
When the governing body was outdoorretailer Ellis Brigham have “Additionally, I amdelighted tofocusmore on customer service.

relaunchedn in November, chairman been confirmed. Al12019 competition that we are able toextend Visitmotorsportuk.org/
David Richards stated that “we are licence holders will be automatically thisprogramme toall our Membership/Join-Us formore
goingto behave differently from now enrolled in the programme. volunteer marshals information.

on”,and promised new benefits. “Perhapsin the past we have been and officials as our way

Richards:Licence
holders to the fore

of sayingthanks.
Without them our

guilty of not doingenough toputour
licence holdersfront and centre of the

Motorsport UK’s new membership
programmeispart of its plan to offer

New Wildcat Sprint Car revealed for 2019

tobehold and with the short
exhaust system, because they
come out of the side, they will be
spittingflames out the exhausts.
“Thisisaracecarthatcanbe
worked onathome-it’snota
huge carand youdon’tneed
tohavearace workshop. The
concept was created torun at
the Rockingham Oval butit
never got to see the monster
ovalandthenithadtobe
converted to circuitracing.”
Howard added that thefocus
will be on providing entertaining
racingand he expectstoseethe
cars “four abreast” attimes. He
isparticularly hopingtoattract
younger driversinto the series.

Thefirst carfor the new Wildcat
Sprint Car series for the US-style
racers hasbeenrevealed.

The series hasbeen created
by Pickups boss Sonny Howard
and thenew category willjoin
thetrucks and Super Silhouettes
aspartof his ‘Power of Three’
packagethis season.

Therear-wheel-drive sprint
car will feature a two-litre Ford
Duratecengine along with a
four-speed Quaife sequential
gearbox. Itsbodywork ismade
from glass-reinforced plastic.

“Itwill be exciting because it
breaks all of the moulds—butit
still fitsin with what we’re doing,”
said Howard. “It will be a sight

American-style sprint car has Ford Duratec engine Seriesis being masterminded by Pickup Trucks boss Sonny Howard

M3 Cup and BMW 330 Challenge to disappear as 750 Motor Cluh focuses on BMW Car Cluh series

The 750 Motor Club’s M3 Cup and
BMW 330 Challenge categories will
beamalgamated intothe BMW Car
Club Racing Championship for 2019.

Thetwo seriesshared a grid last
year but still struggled to get more
than 15entries combined.

Now the clubhasdecided that

“Wehave written the regulations
insuch away thatthe M3 Cup cars
will have anideal placein the M2
class. Alsothe Class 6is for six-
cylinder non-M3 powered cars and
the 330s will beideally-placed to be
competitivein that. It makes sense
and we hopetohave 30+ car grids.”

other categories can easily fitin.

“We’renot goingtorun M3 Cup
and 330 Challenge [individually]
and instead will focus on running
onevery strong BMW Car Club
Racing Championship,” said
750MC competitions secretary
Giles Groombridge.

ratherthanrunningdedicated
championships forthesecars,
they canmoveto the popular
BMW Car Club series.
Thishasachieved championship
statusforits second season this
year and theregulations have been
written to make sure carsfrom the
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ANDY DEE-
CROWNE

New CEOatHSCC
BAge: 66 Lives: Buckinghamshire

Hewas once akarter
“Iraced karts when | was very
much younger when servingasa
policemanin Essex. There was a
big karting track in Tiloury where
| was stationed and | was also
involved in Seaxes, a police
motorsports club. Thenlgot
married, had afamilyand a
succession of race cars. | got
the interest and time backin
about 2005 and looked for
asuitable challenge.”

Tour Britannia grabbed
his attention

“| dabbled with the Jaguar
Enthusiasts Club butin 2008 Tour
Britannia came along and | did that
as well as the E-type Challenge:|
also raced with U2TC and Masters.
I've raced at Le Mans Classic three
times, aswellasthe 2015 Le Mans
Legends supportrace.”

He’sjuststartingas
HSCCboss

“Through Tour Britannia | got my
clerk of the course licence and
then the opportunity to work with
the HSCC. | said back in about
2009 that I'd love to have the job
of CEO forthe HSCC and now

I have the chance.”

Istheretoomuch
racing?

“I'think there is so much choice

in historic racing that people are
tending to cherry pick. We need

to continually strive to make our
offering different. Price isimportant,
butthat's not the only factor. It's
about the eventas awhole. Racers
are there foraweekendand are in
the carfor around an hour. So what
doyou do for the rest of the time?”

Meeting competitor
needs

“Atone end of the spectrum we
have competitors with motor
homes and atthe otherend we
have people who bring the race
carinaboxtrailerand thenuse it
to sleep in overnight. We need
to cater for both and ensure the
whole experience is safe and
enjoyable. Forinstance, some of
our partners like the GT and Sports
Car Cup and Historic Grand Prix
Cars Association have superb
hospitality for their competitors.”

Circuithireisa
challenge

“The cost of the race is not just
the cost of the track time divided
by the number of cars on the grid.
There are all of the administration
and staff costs to be factoredin.”

HSCC boss: Dee-Crowne

| '.be”’- '_. CARSETFOR
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Pescarolo drove the
car at Thruxton in ’73

(CIRCUIT,COMEBACK

French'single-seater will ma make ar.

By Paul Lawrence

A famous Motul M1 Formula
2 car will return to racing this
summer after several decades
away from the track.

Historicracer and preparer
Stephen Worrad hasjust started
restoration of chassis 206, which
was used by Henri Pescarolo to
win the European Formula 2
round at Thruxton on Easter
Monday 1973.

The MG Metro is for sa.le

Itisbelieved that nine of
the Motul F2 cars were builtin
period, witha 10thasaspare
tub and chassis 206 one of the
most successful. Pescaroloand
Tim Schenken bothraced the
Ray Jessop-designed carfor
the Motul Rondel Racingteam
of former Brabham mechanics
Ron Dennisand Neil Trundle.

However, the carsonly had
oneseason of racingin Europe
asthe Rondelteamfolded at

aracing return in 2019

the end of the year when Motul’s

sponsorship was withdrawn
intheface of the oil crisis.
Americanrace carimporter
Fred Opertbought several
Motulsattheendof 1973and

sold them as Formula Atlantics.

Chassis 206 was sold to Chris
O’Brienandracedin Formula
Atlanticin Canadaand was
later owned by Randy Zimmer.
UKhistoricracer Martyn
Donn eventually bought

chassis 206 from Zimmer

and broughtitback tothe UK
several years ago before selling
the projectto Worrad.

“The very original tub came
with a Hewland F'T200 gearbox,
bodywork and wheelsand I'm
aimingataracingreturnin
the Historic F2races at the
Silverstone Classic in July.
We could runitin Formula
2 or Formula Atlantic
specification,” said Worrad.

Hardly used Metro 6R4 to go under the hammer at Autosport show

A 1985 MG Metro6R4rally car,
which has covered just 175 miles,
will be offered for auction at
AutosportInternational atthe

NEC, Birmingham on January 12.

The effectively unused car
hasspentmuch of itslifeat the
Conference Centre and Grand

Prix Engineering and is expected

to sell for between £180,000 and
£200,000. When the 6R4 project
was abandoned after Group B
rally cars were banned at the
end of 1986, unused 6R4s were
sold off for aslittle as £13,000.
Asone of the 200 cars built,

Prix Collection at Williams Grand chassis 6R4-111 was purchased

by the marketing department
of Williams Grand Prix
Engineeringin 1988. It remained
at Williams until 2005 before
being purchased by The Tifosi
Garage, and then sold to the
current ownerin 2015.
Ithasrecently been
recommissioned by BGM Sport.

French tour to

challenge racers

The route for Tour Auto Optic
2000 will take crews from Paris
toafinish onthenorth coast of
France afterfive days of races
and closedroadrally stages.

Tour Autois Europe’s biggest
race andrally tour for period
carsandregularly attractsan
entry of 200 carstothestartat
the Grand Palais in Paris on
Monday April 29. The event
already has over 160 entries
from cars of the type that took
partintheoriginal Tourde
France between 1951 and 1973.

Races at Dijon-Prenois, Magny
Cours, Charade and Le Mans
Bugatti will be supplemented
by 10 special stages before
thefinish on Saturday May 4
atDeauville.

Entrants will tackle days of closed road stages and races

Three-hour race

for Donington Park

The Equipe 3-Hour Classic
Relay, one of Britain’s
longest races for classic
cars, will return at
Donington Park over the
weekend of July 20/21.

New for this year’s event
will be the removal of the
three-litre engine capacity
limit, which opens the race up
to Jaguar E-types, AC Cobras

therace will run to a handicap
format, giving the less

John Pearson, fromrace
promoter Equipe Classic
Racing, said: “The third
running of this event
promises to be bigger again
than the hugely enjoyable
100-car, 150-driver relay
successfully held last year.”

and TVR Griffiths. Once again,

powerful cars an equal chance.

Tour goes British
Early British entries for the
2019 edition of the French Tour
Auto include two AC Cobras

for Shaun Lynn/Kevin Kivlochan
and James Cottingham/Andrew
Smith. Lynn and Kiviochan

have won the event three
timesinthe last decade, while
Cottingham and Smith won
in2017 in a Ford GT40. A late
retirement costthem arepeat
win in last year’s event.

Lurani missing

The European-based Lurani Trophy
for Formula Junior will not visit the
UKin 2019. The six-event schedule,
managed from the UK by Duncan
Rabagliati, will start at Hockenheim
in April and finish at Estoril in
October, taking in races at Most

in the Czech Republic at the end

of June. There will also be non-
championship Formula Junior
races on the street circuits of Pau
and Copenhagen.

Photo memories
Motorsportimages from some
of the sport’s top photographers
will feature in a display at
Autosport International at the
Birmingham NEC in January.
The works of photographers
including Rainer Schlegelmiich,
Ercole Colombo and Giorgio
Piola will be presented in

Hall 1, stand 1330, along with
the March 701 used by Jackie
Stewart to win the 1970

Spanish Grand Prix.

Donington work
Extensive work on the paddock
entrance at Donington Park will be
completed ahead of the start of the
new season. The old concrete

wall has been removed and a new
pedestrian access has been created
to the right of the existing entrance,
allowing pedestrians and cars to be
kept apart. The Historic Sports Car
Club (March 30) and the Donington
Historic Festival (May 4-6) are key
early season historic dates.

Imp for sale

A famous Hillman Imp from
Irish sprints and hillclimb
eventsin the 1970s is now being
offered for sale less engine.

The Dingos Jeans-backed Imp,
as used to great effect by Noel
Dickson, is now for sale through
Montgomery Motorsportin

Co Tyrone, Northern Ireland.

Bicester grows

The Bicester Heritage site, home
to an ever-growing cluster of classic
car-based organisations, is set

for further expansion after gaining
planning permission for another
70,000 square feet of buildings to
be known as the Technical Site.
The space will allow 10 more
companies to locate there and
would suit those involved in classic
and historic motorsport.

HRCR gets busy

The Historic Rally Car Register
will mark its 35th anniversary
year with a two-day Clubmans
Rally onJune 15/16. The event
will be limited to 60 cars and will
be based at the Tillington Hall
Hotel, Stafford. One day will use
aroute to the west of the M6 and
the other day will run to the east
of the motorway. The event will
take in special tests, regularity
sections and time controls.

TRACING THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE RENAULT UK CLIO CUP ) 2 OPAGE24



12 JANUARY 2 2019 motoxrsp

ort-news.co.uk

W
<

LOEB AND SAIl
DAKARCH

B GG XR 707

LLENGE

Champions fearepic’desert battle in Peru. ™

By David Evans

World Rally champions
Carlos Sainz and Sebastien
Loeb have admitted they are
up againstitin their pursuit
of Dakar success nextweek.

Thefirst Dakarrally torun
wholly within one country
begins from Lima on Sunday and
finishes back in the same place
10dayslater. While the eventis
twodaysshorter thannormal -
with atotal distance of 3,100
miles, 1,860 of which is competitive
—it’stheamount of time spent
inthe Peruvian sand dunes
that could costtherally stars.

Defending Dakar champion Sainz
and hisformer Peugeot team-mate
Loebhaveboth excelled on Chilean
and Argentinian roads more
similartothe onesthey used while
they were competinginthe WRC.

Sainzsaid: “Ipreferthe WRC
stages, becauseitis where my life
hasdeveloped, itis whereIcanbest
defend myself. ButIthink Ialso
already have alot of experience
inthe Dakar andIthink wealso
defend ourselvesin the sand.

“The great difficulty of running
evenif they are stages of 350
kilometres [217miles]isthatin
thesand, youcan getlostatany
time. In any situation, after any
dunetheremay beaholeand you
can stay there for many minutes,

therefore the peculiarity of the
desertsandisthat: surprisescan
bethereat any time. Two metres
totherightorleft[of your driving
line]isenoughtofallintoahole
or getstuck andlosetherace.
Thatisthedifficulty of thistype
of land and you need to have
thatlittle luck factor.”

Two-time Dakar winner Sainz
hasmore experience than Loeb
in these conditions—whichispart
of thereasonthe Frenchman’s
talkingdown hishopes of amaiden
winonthe marathon event.

“How doIapproach dunes?” said
Loeb, “Still, Idon’t know, that’s the
problem! We havetofaceit with
humility, keepingin mind that the
objectiveistocrossitand not get
trapped. In sand dunes, you can
win twominutes, but also easily
losenearly one hour by doing small
mistakes. So, wehave totake ourtime.

“Ontheotherhand, wehave cars
thatdon’t specifically allow us to

slow down in dunes, because we
getsuckedin; we have tokeepthe
momentum, and the decision
process arenot always simple.
The ground awareness, it’s
somethingthat ‘Peter’ [Stephane
Peterhansel, 13-time Dakar
winner] or others have for several
years, and this pointislacking
forus, soit’sdifficult for me.”

Loeb’sother difficulty comes
with his car and private team.
Afterthreeyearsrunningat
the forefront of amulti-million
pound Peugeot effort, the Alsatian
startson Sunday as a privateer
inatwo-year-old car.

“Effectively, it’saprivate
programme,” Loebtold MN. “Iwill
race with a Peugeot car, but there
isnosupport from Peugeot. It’s
aninitiative of mine, butit’salsoa
slightly different challenge. We
face thingsin our own way, we are
notdriven by afactory team with
all thelimits and advantages. Here
we’remorerelaxed, but we can’t
preparetheraceaswedidinthe
past.IthinkIdid five three-day
testsin Morocco plus tworallies
[inthelast season asaPeugeot
factory driver], while thistimel
havejustone [test]day. Forsureit’s
different, butI have the experience
from the past which will helpusto
getmorerapidly intherhythm.”

Asked abouthis chances of
breakinghis Dakar duck, Loeb

added: “Firstof all,Igoforitto
compete. Towin... honestly, Ifind
itdifficultto predict aracelike this.
Given thatI’m running a two-year-
old-car,Ihavenoidea of thelevel
of this car comparedtofactory
cars. Then, onaroutelike this

one, with stages of 350km [217
miles] composed of 100 per cent
sand, it will bereally random.”

Loeb’srunning Peugeot’s older
3008 DKR becauseits 2018-winning
3008 DKR Maxi doesn’t comply
with updated regulations for the
event. Hisformer Peugeot team-
mates, Sainz, Peterhansel and
Cyril Despres have all moved to the
X-raid Mini team and will drive
similarly configured rear-drive
buggy-stylemachines. These cars
aremore suited to desert-style
racingthan WRC-style stages,
butthe X-raid squad will be better
prepared and resourced than the
PH Sport outfit behind Loeb.

Amongtheother crewsto watch
overthenextfortnight will be
Toyota Gazoo Racingpair Nasser
Al-Attiyah and Giniel de Villiers,
both previous Dakar winners.

The star names are, however,
justthetip of theicebergone of the
season’s biggest motorsport events
—thisyear’sentrylistboasts 334
competitors, with 126 cars, 167
bikes and 41 trucks. Splittingthe
startandfinishin Limawillbea
January 12restdayin Arequipa.
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‘Scheider in full-time
World RX assault’

Sporting Scene news, p29

M-Sporthas committed to this
year’s World Rally Championship
—but Malcolm Wilson has warned
thereisstill work todo tofind the
team’sfull 2019 budget.

Despite thefinancial concerns,
Wilson refused toturn hisback
ontheextensive development
work carried out by histeam
andits principal partner Ford.

He wasalsoreluctanttohalt
M-Sport’s22-year unbrokenrun
of full-time WRC participation.

“Wehave been workingnight
and day to put together the pieces
of thejigsaw thatgotomakea
WRC team for2019,” said Wilson.

“Itistruethat wedon’thave 100
per cent of the detailsin placeas
we speak, but with the huge
amount of development work
thathasbeen goingon with the
carinrecent months—working
with our team partnersin Europe
and the US on engine, suspension
and aerodynamics. Every element
hasbeenreviewed and updated
andIfelt wehadtomakea
commitmenttoseeallthishard
work by all of the extended team
outonthestagesnext year.
“Weare goingtorely onthe
support of the whole WRC
community to piece together

the missing pieces, but we are
confident wehavethetoolstodoa
goodjoband so we aremakingthe
decisionnow to pushforward.”

M-Sport confirmed Elfyn Evans
will drive for the squad for a sixth
season with Finn Teemu Suninen
also committed for all 14 rounds.
Twenty-eight-year-old Swede
Pontus Tidemand -the 2017 WRC2
champion with Skoda—joinsthe
teamforthefirsttworoundsin
Monte Carloand Sweden.

Tidemand said: “In Monte Carlo,
focus will be on the experience, to
getafeel for the car and gettoknow
the team before Rally Sweden,

Ogier excited hy

Autosport launch

Sebastien Ogier has told
fans he’slookingforward to
seeingthem at the World
Rally Championship launch
at Autosport International
on Saturday, January 12.

The six-time world
champion was pivotal in the
decision to move the launch
from Thursday’s opening
day of ASItoaweekend,
when more spectators could
getinto Birmingham’s NEC.

Ogier, his co-driver Julien
Ingrassia and their fellow
WRC drivers and navigators
will open the show on
January 12tokick-start
the WRC’s very own ‘Super
Saturday’ at Autosport
International.

Ogier told MN: “Thisis
greatnews. Last yearit was
agood event tolaunch the
season, to have everybody
together. Andif there’s
going tobe even morefans
therethisyearthenit’s
goingtobe even better.

“Without fans our sport
would not exist. Weneed
them and the launchis
always an exciting time
when you come to discover
the new liveries.

“It’sgoingtobe great to
seelots of fans joiningus—
see yousoonguys!”

Tickets for Autosport
International, January
10-13, are available from:
autosportinternational.
com/buy-tickets.

SsangYong heads [
for Dakar Rally

SsangYongstarts Sunday’s

builtrally car, the Rexton DKR.
Theall-new T1 classcaristhe
Korean firm’sstep upfrom the
Tivoli-based machineit usedto
finish 32ndinthe car category

Dakar with itsfirst ever purpose-

M-Sport pressing on despite
no full 2019 WRC budget yet

whereIreally wanttobeaswell
preparedaspossible.”
CraigBreen’s co-driver Scott
Martin moves over to co-drive
Evansthis year. M-Sport’s
announcement means Breenis
seatlessfor 2019 withno obvious
optionfortheIrishman.
Evans’sformer co-driver Dan
Barritt will return to work with
Toyota junior Takamoto Katsuta.
A further M-Sport change for
2019 will be Richard Millener
steppingup to team principal -
allowing Wilson to devote more
time to the commercial side of
M-Sportas abusiness.

lastseason. The Rextonisa
purpose-built Dakar rear-drive
buggy racer with a450bhp
V8petrolengine.

Spanish crew Oscar Fuertes
and Diego Vallejoreturnfor
SsangYong’sfirst significant

SsangYong to make its first attack on epic Dakar Rally

effortat the 10-day South
American marathon. Based on
thefirm’s Rexton SUV the DKR
hasbeen developed by SsangYong
Motorsportin Spain. It willrun
asix-speed Sadev gearbox, AP
brakes and King suspension.

Pastrana seeks WRC
comehack in 2019

American action sports star
Travis Pastranais chasing
areturntothe World

Rally Championship.

The Subaru Rally Team
USA driver, who tackled three
P-WRCroundsin 2007, is
busy with Nitro Circus and
rallycross commitments, but
hasrevealed he would love to
tackle and commit three years
toconquering Finland’s epic
WRCround.

“For alongtime American
rallying was just show up,
get your notes, and go,” said
Pastrana. “It’snoteven the
same sport to what the guys
are doinginthe world

Pastranalast drove in the WRC in 2007 in a Subaru Impreza

championshipsoif Iwentto
Finland, [I’d] go back three
yearsinarow to the sameroute.
If Icantake one event thatIlove
and just keep goingback, keep
refining the notes and really try
to,inthree years’ time, even if

that’snot goingfor a win, if it’s
whatever my bestis, I think it
would bereally cool.”
Pastranais David Higgins’
team-mate at Subaru USA and
finished second to the Manxman
inthe 2017 American series.
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DAVID
EVANS

“All the ingredients @
for a stunning
title battle”

ome things never change.
Forty years ago, rally fans were
genuinely full of fever for the
first ever Drivers’ World Rally
Championship title fight. It
had been a long time coming.

Prior to this the governing body had realised there
was a need to recognise the drivers’ input into the
sport by running the FIA Cup for Drivers —an award
won by Sandro Munari and Markku Alen. But the
drivers, understandably, weren't terribly impressed
and wanted their own world crown.

And,in 1979, they gotiit.

But, guess what, the start of that'79 season was
mired in controversy as the manufacturers and
the powers that be argued over how many rounds
they wanted to contest. Like | said, some things
never change.

Backthen, 12 wasthe new 11, with the new
event coming in being New Zealand. It wasn't
hard to see the economic angle on the European-
based manufacturers’ point. Equally, recently
elected FISA president Jean-Marie Balestre
would doubtless have argued the case for the
word ‘world’ in the World Rally Championship.

It stayed at 12 for 1979 and no manufacturer would
contest all rounds —the governing body, infact,
lowered the required number of scores to count
from nine to seven in an effort to bring more teams.

That first year, right from the very start courtesy of
Bernard Darniche’s debatable Monte Carlo win
(rally leader Bjorn Waldegaard hit rocks mysteriously
leftin the road and lost the victory by six seconds),
was full of controversy and intrigue. We will, no
doubt, investigate that further as the season passes.

But, fornow... Happy New Year and welcome to
what's going to be another absolute cracker of a
WRC season. There's so much to talk about, so
much anticipation for the year ahead.

Sebastien Ogier’s back at Citroen. How's that
going to work? Can he fix Citroen’s return to
WRC's top table?

Our French friends will provide the answers to
those questions as the season unfolds.

One thing is sure, however, Ogier won't be far
away. Sure, he's never really been confronted
with a car which was anything less than fit for the
ultimate purpose, but let’s not forget what he
managed in VW'’s 2012 learning year. He and Julien
Ingrassia used a Skoda Fabia S2000 to embarrass
countless World Rally Cars. They won a stage and
finished in the top 10 overall on seven of 12 outings.

And, how on earth can we possibly ignore Ott
Tanak’s speed from the second half of the season.
He's the man. Has to be. Unless his colleagues Kris
Meeke and Jari-Matti Latvala are the ones to watch —
they've got the same metal, same motivation.

Thenagain, 2019 hasto be Hyundai's year,
doesn't it? Especially with nine-time champion
Sebastien Loeb in the squad — after 18 seasons
in PSA Group Peuegot and Citroen machinery —
freed and supporting its bid.

And let’s not forget M-Sport and the Ford Fiesta
WRC:itis a potential winner.

As was the case 40 years ago, the winner of this
year'sdrivers’ title is anybody's guess.

Have agoodyear.

AGREE/DISAGREE?
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TOYOTA GAZOO WORLD RALLY TEAM CO-DRIVER

SEB MARSHALL
EADY FORMY BIGGEST YEAR

“Everything just clicked and felt pretty natural straight away”

ore oftenthan not, it’s

the minutiae thatbring

things home toyou.The

small things that shout the

loudest. Seeing my name

on the entry list for the
Rallye Monte Carlo in a Toyota Yaris WRC seemed
strange. Stranger still, alongside Kris Meeke.
Strange, butin avery good and very exciting way.

So here we are in 2019 and I'm about to embark
onwhat promises to be the biggest year of my rallying
career thus far. Anew chapter for me and, | guess, for
Kris. But before | start writing this new chapter, | want
torewind alittle bit. lwant to say a big thanks to Hayden
Paddon and alot of friends at Hyundai Motorsport.
That was the team that gave me my big break when |
was with Kevin [Abbring] from 2014, and it was with
Hayden that | stepped up another level againin 2017.

Of course, Paul [Nagle, Meeke's former co-driver]
has left some very big shoes to fill after first competing
with Kris 11 years ago, but his words of advice have
been really helpful in this transition period. Hopefully
| can continue on his great work.

So, the new chapter. I'll be honest, as nice as it was
to receive the many messages of congratulations on
my new job alongside Kris, | feel like I've not yet done
anything to justify the plaudits. Though of course that’s
something that | hope won't be too long in coming!

As|'m sure afew of you will be aware, Kris and|
tested together for the first time just before Christmas.
With Kris living in Andorra and me on the right side
of the Pennines — Yorkshire of course, naturally — our
discussions about working together had been done
over the phone. We agreed it would be agood plan
to gettogetherand get outin a car before the first test,
so | flew out to see him for a couple of days.

Obviously, I'd spent a fairamount of time watching his
onboards to see how his notes worked, what sort of
speed and rhythm he liked them called at. He'd done
the same with me, listening to my delivery and tempo,
that kind of thing. That really helped, we had a very good
idea what to expect when we drove his road car down
the first piece of road to make some notes together.

Kris's system is similar to Hayden'’s and to almost
everything I've done for the last 10 years, with 'six’
being afast corner. | learnt afew new phrases and
dreamt up some new symbols for the notes, but these
were just nuances, nothing untoward.

The next time | saw Kris was the night before the
first day of the Monte Carlo test. There were afew
butterflies, but |knew what was coming from one of
the current generation World Rally Cars. The only thing
was that |hadn’t been on Tarmac in one for almost
16 months — so the first run was a little bit of an eye-
opener, butl was soon back into the swing of things.

Talking of eye-opener, this will be my first Monte. ..
The opening round is one of three WRC rounds I've
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N clicked with Meeke

never competed on before, the other two being
Mexico and Argentina. Fortunately, | have done a pre-
event test for the event before [with Paddon in 201 7]
and I'm no stranger to the rally either: last year was
the first Monte I've missed in nine years. I've done

ice notes, co-ordinated, weather crew, everything
except co-drive. It's nice that that's finally set to
change in a couple of weeks.

The test itself was great. We had some nice, dry
consistent conditions on the opening day, which
helped settle us in. Kris has used this road for the last
three years, so he knew it quite well and that helped
him feel comfortable in the Yaris WRC pretty quickly.
It's amazing how that confidence translates into a
relaxed and straightforward atmosphere in the car.
It's hard to describe, but everything just clicked and
felt pretty natural straight away.

Just as well really, because the second day brought
proper Monte conditions. We were just west of
Sisteron and with freezing temperatures on the
ground, the rain that fell overnight settled as solid,
packed ice on the test stage.

It was straight on with the studs — and they stayed
on throughout the morning and until after lunch! The
feeling and sensation in the car is incredible when
you're on those studded tyres in such icy conditions.
Honestly, you could barely stand up on the road!

Astheice thawed, we were able to work on awhole
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range of tyre options, crossing tyres and trying lots of
variations. On top of that there was plenty of damper
and diff evaluations going on to fine tune the set-up.

As the afternoon progressed, the road evolved into
awet and muddy stage, both of which are conditions
we're very likely to encounter later this month and that
provided more really useful mileage, experience and
data. The only thing we were missing was some time
in full snow. But, the weather had been generous to
us and given areal wide variety of the kind of conditions
we can expect to see on the event itself. And now,
welljust | can’t wait to get back out there and get the
season started.

Kris's feedback on the car has been so positive
already. The thing everybody talks about for
Monte Carlo is having a balanced car that gives
confidence to the driver and can be a good base
across the ever-changing road and grip levels.

It feels like we've got that.

Those first two days were pretty full-on and, being
atest, we met only a small part of the whole team.
I'llmeet afew more guys at the season launch at
Autosport International next week, and then plenty
more new faces when we get to Gap. If my initial
impressions and welcome are anything to go by,
I'm sure we'll settle in just fine. My first Monte as a
member of the defending world champion team!
Who's interested in the shallow end, anyway...
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‘Peugeot Challenge
celebrated at Stoneleigh’
Celebration of 30 years, pl7

GROUP NATIONAL EDITOR

JACIK
BENYON

“Converted R5 4
move opens up '
BRC future debate”

Photos: Lindsay Photo Sport, Eddie Kelly Photography, RallySport Media

ense! Sense has been
achieved. Oratleasta
movement towards sense.
News that the British Rally
Championship will accept
right-hand-drive R5 conversions

Right-hand drives
can score points

The British Rally Championshipwill Championshipare tryingtodo No double pl"“ts for BRC finale makes perfect sense.
allow right-hand-drive converted the same thing as well: neither The calendar has moved back towards the Irish
R5 carsto score points towards its of ushad aparticularly fantastic The British Rally scoringformat,itjust Tarmac Rally Championship this year with the
overall championship this season year in terms of R5 entries.” Championship has didn’t work for the final o
after achange totheregulations. Donnie MacDonald (Ford Fiesta droppeditsdouble-points roundthistime. Apart ad(il(ltlon ofthe V\{ESt C,ork Il?al y, ?nd tf;a’;tl(q)g
No current R5manufacturers R5,RSC)and Alan Carmichael finale format which it from West Cork and !'na ez ndissonljEissl el e ZElE
have ahomologated version of the (Hyundaii20 R5, PCRS) have hasused since 2016. Ypres, all of our events inthe U Kand Irela_nd. Why not make th_e BRCas
machines, but companies such as rallied right-hand-drive Thenewseasonfinale, areone-day anyway.” attractive as possible to those competitors too?
Dom Buckley RSC and Philip Case conversions in competition. the Galloway Hills Rally BRCregulations Such is the importunate of offering right-hand-
Rally Sporthave built variants of the Campbell adds though, that replacing WalesRally havebeenreleased, drive options in Ireland, the process of switching
car tosuit competitors who prefer the cars will be evaluated and GB,isaone-dayeventonly. and Campbellsaidhe acar from left to right is nicknamed ‘Irishing’
todrive from theright-hand seat. permitted into the championship “Galloway Hillsis isworkingon “some ; ircl dth hasb
These cars are not homologated on a case-by-case basis to protect only oneday, and it excitingprizesforthe InSome circles, an € process hasbeen .
and previously breached BRC competitors using the left-hand- isn’tpossibletosplitthe  juniors”. The BRC will gnder‘taken asfarbackasanyrally preparation
regulations forits top class, but drive homologated cars. eventinto two points- notlaunch as partof the firm can remember.
now the series will change that “We will, as a championship, need scoring opportunities,” Wales Rally GB stand at Aslong asthe processis properly policed and
to open the category up. documented evidence of how the said Iain Campbell, AutosportInternational the converted cars aren't getting a performance
BRC championship manager Iain build was done, we will have to see championshipmanager. thisyear,asneitherhas advantage, then surely it makes perfect sense
Campbell said: “We’re permitting the original homologation papers “Wehavenothing astand presence atthe dthere! ' i lud like that
homologated R5 cars that have of the car, and only then will we againstthedouble-points January 10-13 event. i _ere Sz O_ eX‘? e car.s IS,
been converted toright-handdrive. ~ make a decision on whether the especially Wheﬁ the series is struggling to
Does that get us one, two, eight car will be accepted,” he added. . attract R entries.
entries? I don’t know. But what “We have to ensure that nothing And could that open the discussions on a better
itdoes doisremove an excuse to has changed in terms of the future for both championships? Discussions
not enter our championship. mechanics or the performance of the should start this yearon what becomes of
“There’s so much conjecture car, just the position of the driver and the British series and how it develoos
about these R5s, but actually no the steering wheel on the dashboard. B )
one has put up their hand and said We want to ensure the engineering T : g The fact that anon-homologated car W'”. now
‘T'm coming to the BRC with one of integrity as well as the original e I - =T e be able to fight for the overall championship and
these cars’. IknowtheIrishTarmac  homologation as much as possible.” Galloway Hills Rally is BRC one-day decider compete side-by-side with homologated cars,

. S e - e . proves there's absolutely no need to stipulate
homologated cars are the top class inthe BRC.
| don’t back a return to a one-make or front-
wheel-drive series at the top of the order, it would

MN regular Rix to switch to gravel in unigue Escort alienate many of the country's drivers who don't
want to make a step back. Would some sort of
Motorsport News Circuit  notes will be new,” said us a bit of an upper hand. rear-wheel-drive format keep those more
Rally Championship Rix. “It’sanew challenge “The 1400S classin : : : o , .
regular Aaron Rix will but I’ve always wanted to the BTRDA is competitive. E/prirlljncled ﬂrlvek;s m;e:je?ed . | Thi[ S someti!ng
stepuptothe BTRDAand  goforestrallyingasit’s It’sa Vauxhall engine, it’s Endinligle szt skl el W_ i s_pea g
gravelrallying thisyearin more traditional. Idon’t what the Corsa and Novas onthe Absolute Rally podcast earlier this year.
aunique Ford Escort Mk2. want to knock myself run. It seems to be reliable Surely the time has come to move on from R5?
The car, originally downbutthisisgoingto  and give good power.” I'm the biggest fan of what I've seen achieved on
intended for Rix’smother, bealearningyear going Rix did not compete the stages in RS cars over the past few years and
Clare, is a 1400-spec car intosomething completely regularly inthe second 1 B¢ 14 3 g
built with a standard new. I want to build up half of 2018 as helooks to I rfqr? erl'otg; ln n t2|\$|) y eafrls tllmefg%ﬂ[:;le Wllzl: fbe Eal Afig
gearbox and a Vauxhall through the year and see build the car up ready for ez it a_nx Irelze _or : Wil Yans
engine forthe1400Sclass. where we get to. the Malcolm Wilson Rally. phenomenal runin 2016. Butrallying is cyclical
Rix has only done one “The caris a bespoke He will miss the BTRDA like allmotorsport. People become disinterested
closed-road rally, on thingbut we’reina opener and compete in his and move on, run out of money or target new
asphalt, after drivinga good position because father Ian’s Gp 4 Historic challenges. Switching the BRC format would
1400cc Ford Kain the the company that dad Escort Mk2 at Snetterton help with that for 2019.
E MN series last year. [Ian Rix] has got in the MN Circuit Rally The bone of contention with R5s is the cost
Escort 1400cc for Rix in BTRDA ’19 “The carisnew, gravelis specialisesin making Championship on .o )
new and hearing proper Escortparts. That gives February 16. Not only the £200,000 it will cost to getanew

one onyour drive, but the five-figure engine
rebuild costs, the expensive dampers, etc. You're
looking at well north of £350,000 forayearin

HRX prize for Welsh Championship challengers the BRC, and with outside interestin rallying

Twobespokemadetomeasureoveralls  Rally Championship competitor Killian atanall-time low, tryingto persu.ade §ponsors

will be on offer to the winner of the Duffy providing a pre-event briefing and manufacturers to back thatis unlikely.

Welsh Rally Championship’s Two- having previously recce’d the stages. The next year should be ayear of forums and

Wheel-Drive Challenge this year. Lightning House’s Brynmor Pierce discussions. What is the way forward for the
fI;{lle ctla}inpil?nilzip haIS{ partnerﬁgih rsraid: ;?ginlg Burrerét}folrlnpetiﬁ:ors inthe BRC? For all the despicable people who use any

withretailer Lightning House, whic 'wo-Wheel-Drive Challenge in our : = ;

will offer HRX suits to the series’ Fiesta ST, based within Wales and huge Sign of negatIVIty DTN offin forums, Wh.y el

champions worth £1500. Co-driverswill — fansof the steps the serieshastaken Constructlvgly de.bate the future of our national

alsobeable to win HRX gloves. overthe pastfew years, thefitisideal. In rally championship. It has one that has led the
The Welsh Championship recently putting this together we wanted those world in producing top class drivers. Why

revealed that Onthepacenote.UK will who perhaps have never considered shouldn'titlead in innovation and come up

take over providing the organiser’s bespokeracewear or have never been with a blueprint to safeguard its future?

notesfor the championship, with abletotryittoreally benefit. That’s == v

British Championship winning where the Two-Wheel-Drive Challenge == - = S = .

co-driver CraigParry and World ticksall theboxes.” Max Utting won two-wheel-drive title last season {." ﬁg‘sRI@EnEcl) Eplogﬂgvsncotlﬁ?
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CELEBRATION FOR PEUGEOT CHALLENGE

Huge 30th anniversary cnmmemnratmn alongside Race Retro

Burns was a Peugeot
Challenge regular (above)

HE.R@ Cda E"{:

. PEUGEDT
' SPECIALIST

ByJack Benyon

The championship which

helped to launch the careers

of Richard Burns and
Kris Meeke, the Peugeot
Challenge, will celebrate
its 30th anniversary with
on and off track activities
in February 2019.

Startingin 1989, the series
hashadmany bignames, guises
and cars, butits peak was the
original challenge from 1989-
1991 with the Peugeot 205. The
likes of Richard Burns, Mark
and David Higgins and Jonny
Milner graced the championship
which regularly attracted over
120 entries betweenits senior
andjunior classes.

Whilenot always called
the Peugeot Challenge, ithas
hadmany guisesand another
popular erawas the early
2000s with the Peugeot 106,
when champion Mark Fisher
was given a 206 WRCfor the
then Network Q RACrallyasa
prizedrivefor his 106 success.

Ateam of driversand people
whotook partand organised
the championship have joined
togetherto create the February
23 anniversary event, with on
stage demonstrationsat

Burns and Furber’s
factory drive in ’90

Stoneleigh Park -at the same
time as Race Retroistaking
place —inassociation with
enthusiasts club ‘Rallying
With GroupB’.

Challenge winners Milner,
Paul Frankland and Kevin
Furber will all attend, with
Milner and Furber using
original period machinery
fortheon-track display.

“It’ssoexciting that we’ve got
some of the original carsand
driversfrom the Challenge’s
history,” Furber told M.
“We’ll putonthebiggest
display of Peugeot Challenge
carstogether, atthe same time,
thatthe UK hasever seen.

“There’speriod machinery
tobedemonstrated on track,
orforthose not wantingtodrive
ortoputmilesontheircars,
there’sthe static displays.

“Thefirstever Peugeot
Challenge co-ordinator Keith

Eidtontbedd—,
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Baud and long-time
co-ordinator Stella Boyles
will alsobethere.”
Intheevening, adinnerto
mark the anniversary will take
placeat the Woodside Hotel in
Kenilworth, wherelegendary
Peugeot UK boss Des O’Dell
would take driverstosign
their contracts, including
thelikes of HenriToivonen.
Thelist of driversto compete
inthechallengesisendless,
with Justin Dale, Rich Stoodley,
Ryan Champion, Barbara
Armstrong, Garry Jennings,
StuartJones, Rory Galligan,
Jason Sharpe and Martin Rowe
allamongthenames competing.
Avyearbefore the challenge
wasintroduced, O’Dell tested
the concept with Peugeot 309s,
and Colin McRae was one of
thedrivers chosen, meaning
the Scottishicon wasalsoa
partof the Challenge’s history.

New closed-road

rally in Herefordshire

Cheltenham Motor Club,
organiser of the Get It Sideways
Stagesat Down Ampney,
hasrevealed planstohold a
closed-road stagerally in 2019.

The Three Shires Stages
willrun “mainly on
closedpublicroads” in
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire
and Worcestershire.

Itwill be based at the Eastnor
Deer Park neartothe town of
Ledbury, with more details being
revealed in the comingmonths.

Entriesopenattheend of
April, withtheeventduetorun
on September 7. Itisawaitingits
permits from Motorsport UK
andthe Highways Agency.

Anumber of closed-road
ralliesaresettorunthisyearin
England. Thefirsttorunsince
a2017rule-change makingit
easiertoobtain permits, the Rally
Tendring and Clacton, runs
in April, while the North West
Stagesin Lancashireissetto
useatleastamajority of closed-
road tests. The Riponian Rally in
February hastaken advantage
of thenewlawstorunlonger
forest stagesin North Yorkshire.

Hunter swaps new Fiesta for Focus WRC, heads to Ireland

Hugh Hunter has switched
to a Ford Focus WRCO05 for
2019, and could compete
inIreland regularly for
the first time since he won
its national championship
in2014.

Hunter did BTRDA and
Motorsport UK Asphalt
Championship rounds in
a Ford Fiesta RS WRC last
year, but has bought a
WRCO05 which has spent
most of its life competing
on asphalt, in Belgium.

“It’s been scurried away
in Malcolm’s [Wilson,
M-Sport] garage for a few
years, I heard about it
and we’ve done a deal with
them,” said Hunter of his
new car. “It’s just being

fettled and looked after now.

“I’m not sure on our
exact schedule. It’s a flip
of the coin between the
[Motorsport UK] Asphalt
Championship and the Irish
National Championship.
I’m away for the first round

of the Irish. I'm definitely
going to the Manx. I’ve
told Rob [Fagg, co-driver]
it’sIreland mainly.”

Hunter won the 2014 title
in a SubaruImpreza WRC
with Harry Marchbank on
the notes. The Welshman
has fond memories of
the time spent there.

“Iloveditin 2014 when
we went to Ireland, we had
our year there and it was
fantastic,” he added.

“The caris an old car
so I wouldn’timagine we
will be overly competitive
against the likes of Declan
[Boyle] and Donagh [Kelly]
and the Moffetts [brothers
Sam and Josh], those boys
are on another level really.”

After campaigning his
Focus WRCO5 for the first
time in three years, asphalt
regular Damian Cole also
looks set to switch from a
newer Fiesta to the Focus
for the 2019 season.

Both drivers’ cars are
run by P&R Benn.

The Galway Rally returnson
February 10 after aforced year out

in 2018, with anew one-day format.

Theevent, the openinground
of theIrish Tarmac Rally
Championship, hitfinancial
issueslast year and had to cancel,
shorteningthe ITRC calendar.

Won by Garry Jennings for
thelasttwotimesitranin2017
and 2016, the Athenry-based
eventtakesonaone-day format.
Themaximum stage mileage
for aone-day eventinIrelandis
120kms (74.56 miles), and MN
understands the 10-stage event
will be close to that figure.

Somenew stages have been

Py ey I‘J.L]"-—. i - -I i -
Galway returns to the Irish Tarmac Rally Champ1onsh1p in’l19

Galway returns with new one-day format

introduced, whilemany return
from the 2017 event.

Gary Leonardreturnsas clerk
of the course, takingthetitlefor
thefourthtime, and already
confirmed forthe eventis David
Bogie who will start both the
ITRC and British Championships
inhis Skoda FabiaR5.

Declan Boyle and Donagh Kelly,
bothIrish Tarmac champions,
haven’t challenged for thetitle
sinceitswitched to R5s scoring
pointstowards the outright title
for2016 and have continued to
rally WRC cars. Both have stated
aswitch toR5for2019islikely.
Kellylast won therally in 2015.
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All of these battled the odds to achieve success in 2018

MATIONAL RAGING §

here are some
people, teams,
series and clubs
inthe world

of national
motorsport
that you would
expecttosucceed. And they
often do. But the far better
stories come from those who
arealittleunder theradar,
battling the odds to triumph.

Motorsport News wants to
celebrate such people and highlight
some of the achievements from the
plucky underdogs battling bigger,
more established rivals.

From across the UK motorsport
spectrum-right from the British
Touring Car Championship to the
MG Car Club-we’ve picked out
some of our best-performing
underdogs of last year.

But what do you think? Who would
be your top underdogs from the 2018
season? Let us know by emailing
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Entries by Matt James, Graham
Keilloh, Matt Kew, Stephen
Lickorish, Stefan Mackley,

Marcus Pyeand Ian Sowman

BMW CAR CLUB RACING

~ SILVERSTONE.CO.U
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Many would have questioned the
ongoing viability of a 40-year-old
multi-class championship with
just15carsonthe grid forits 2017
finale at Snetterton but, 12months
on, morethantwiceasmany
entered the concluding MG Car
Club BCV8 Championship round
atthesame venue.

Thanks to the sterling work of long-
time co-ordinator Pam McCarthy,
with added promotional impetus
from established competitor James
Wheeler, grids surged from an average
of 17in 2017 to 27 for the 2018 season—
anincrease of around 60 per cent.

With the cars dating from the 1960s
and 1970s the category benefits from
ahistoricbounce, and theroaring
full-race V8-powered machinery in
the top classmakesit one of the most
spectacular championships around.
The memorable decider—which had
five contenders with arealistic chance
of thetitle—wasrunin changing
conditions, but Russell McCarthy
did enough toretain his title. IS

Christopher ‘Chippy’ Wesemael
stunned on his carracingdebut,
immediately taking poleinthe

bagged several poles, but could
not convert them into victory.
Unreliability was part of it,

CHRISTOPHER‘CHIPPY’ WESEMAEL

experience, asheadapted from
karting, his pace eventually got
itsdue, first with a crushing

Silverstone win then he took
double victory in Snetterton’s

high-quality RGB Sports 1000
Championship’s2018 season-

particularly fuelissuesthat took a
time toresolve. But Mittell MC-53
driver Wesemael admits “rookie

There wasnolittlemirth around at
2018’s outset when BMW Car Club
Racing was set to be thelatest addition
tothe club calendar. There’s hardly a
shortage of BMW championships, said
the conventional wisdom. Somuch

for conventional wisdom. The series
established by the UK’s only officially-
recognised BMW Car Club carved out
quiteaniche, living up toits mission of
providingfun and affordable racing
that would temptin those who had
previously only done trackdays.

Its grids astonished, starting with 21
at Castle Combe and peaking with 31 at
Silverstonein May. There have been
plenty of those drivingnovicesamong
them, yet they have been blending with
experienced racers such as Mike
Cutt, Kirk Armitage and Rick Kerry.
Series coordinator Neil McDonald
admitted the debut year was
“absolutely incredible; it’s exceeded
expectations”. Andit’stobecome a
points-paying championship forits
second season. GK

opener at Donington Park. Yet that
hecouldn’tuseitasthemeeting
then got snowed-off wasan omen,
asitheralded afirst partof the
year wherein he was always fast,

mistakes” costhimtoo, such as
stallingon Croft’sgridashe

wasn’tfamiliar with the starting
procedure. Yet with accumulated

finale.Itlethim pinch secondin
thetable; “something that seemed
mathematically impossible,
wasn’t,” he concluded. He’snow
plotting a 2019title challenge. GK

CLASSIC SPORTS CAR CLUB

The Classic Sports Car Club may
be far from thelargest club but
exemplifies national motorsport
done correctly, and that’s why it
achieves capacity grids for the
vast majority of itsrace series.

If it was televised or of higher
profile, there’s afair chance the
club would be bemoaned for a
number of contrived regulations.

Instead, all of its categories run
as series and not championships,
sothere’snot dogged title fights.
Race winners are slapped with
30-second penalties which can,
and do, turn an obviousrace
result onitshead. But, for club
competitors, that’s on the money.

Itmeans many have a chance
of winning, and dialling back

the competitive stakes means

the CSCC enjoys some of the

cleanestdriving standards in

UK motorsport.
Addin45-minuteraces plus

reasonable entry fees and it starts

tolook like good value. Diverse

grids of Porsches, Lotuses, TVRs

and more means there’s plenty

for spectatorstoo. MK
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TOM INGRAM

The British Touring Car Championship
isjustabout as competitive a series as
you canfind, and successis measured
infractions of asecond. That means
investigatingdata tounearth those
final hundredths can be crucial.
However, the 2018 runner-updid all
of his work on his own. His single-car
Speedworks Motorsport Toyota
Avensis operation was the ones that
hadtoputinthe hard yards away
fromthetrack without the benefit

of two cars gathering vital feedback.

Although the Avensis was a well-known

proposition for the team and driver,
developments made over the winter
months meant there were elements of
the carthat stillneeded refinement.

Thefactthat Ingram was the only other
driver in with a shout of overall glory at

thefinal round of the championship at
Brands Hatch in September along with
Colin Turkington was areal sign of the
effortthe crew had putin. MJ
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TEANM CUPRA

The Birkett Six Hour Relay race is
an eclectic, run-what-ya-brung
affair and, while the handicap prize
isthe coveted main award, there
hasbeen increasing competition
for scratch race honours.

Unsurprisingly, rear-wheel-
drive cars have dominated down
the years, and a saloon car-based
team hasn’t come out on top since
therace became a Silverstone
Grand Prix circuit fixture in
2010-Radicals winning more
often than not.

But the stars aligned for the 68th
runningin 2018. TCR machinery
provided arapid, robust and
reliable basis for Team Cupra, with
TCR UK regulars Stewart Lines
and Carl Swift beingjoined by
multiple clubracing champion
brothers Shayne and Lee Deegan in
atrioof SEATSs. Although Radical
teams, and a squad of Sakers, set
the paceinitially, as conditions
turned wetter so the front-wheel-
drive cars gained the advantage,
and Lines held off Wade
Eastwood’s SR3 on a thrilling final
lap to win by half-a-second. IS

BENNTILLEY

Jumping from Historic Sports Car
Club Historic Formula Ford 1600 —
in which he landed regular podium
finishesin 2016-’7—to Classic
FF1600 brought the deserved
breakthrough for Benn Tilley in
2018 against stiff competition.

The Lincolnshirelad, who
turned 19in October, dominated
the Pre-’82 championship with
nine winsfrom 14racesin
Mandie Hadfield’s Merlyn Mk20,
hissuccess mirroringfather
Stuart’s Pre-’74 titlein 1992.

“Part of thereason for switching
" wascost,” said 2017 FJunior

standout Tilley. “Fewer rounds
meantless cost, but it was still
hugely competitive. Particularly
against Rick Morris;at 71 avery
tough cookieto crumble.”
Supported by his incredibly hard-
working parents, lifelongracing
nuts Benn and his dad spent their
shoestring budget wisely, preparing
the car themselves. Stuart also
helped ex-BRM apprentice Paul
Fisher keep the engine sharp.
Their quandary is how to
progressin2019. “There are
options but sponsors, absolutely
vitaltous, want TV coverage!” MP

MORGAN LEWIS

A16-year-old with next-to-no
experience of any driving
makingtheirracingdebutinan
ultra-competitive series, while
juggling GSCE studies, would have
already been an achievement.

Yet Morgan Lewis did all this
with the added challenge of
having talipes—more commonly
known as club foot - for which
she’shadfive operationsin her
lifetime. Following in the footsteps
of father Jonathan, who has
extensiveracing involvement,
Morgan’sracing ambitions were

undimmed and last year she took
partintwo Mini Se7enroundsina
car with specially-adapted pedals,
seat, steering column, rollcage
and gearstick for the 4ft 7in driver.
“Ican’theel and toelike everyone
can,” she explained. “Icallita
Riverdance [on the pedals].”

She twice brought the car
home safely on her Snetterton
debut, even thoughinrace one
shefaced anew challenge of
wet conditions, and repeated
the performance at Thruxton,
taking a bestresult of 16th. GK
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SLIDESPORTS

Redline Racing, Team Parker
Racingand JTR. Threeincredibly
successful national racing teams.
But despite their combined
experience andimpressive
history, it wasn’ta driver from
one of thesesquadsthat took the
Porsche Carrera Cup GBtitlelast
year. Instead it was Slidesports that
powered Tio Ellinas to the crown.
This was asmaller operation
injustitssecond seasoninthe
competitive category, while

Redline and Parker have been
there since day one, 15 years ago.

That a Slidesports driver was
abletotake the overall crown
really is some achievement and
demonstrates that new teams
canmorethan hold their own
against established rivals.

Ellinasdescribed theresultasa
“bitof amiracle” given theteam’s
background. “It wasahard fight
butIwasthemost consistent out
of all of them,” he said. SL

WARREN GILBERT

It’s one of the most recognisable
carsin UK motorsport, with its
lime green livery and thunderous
Corvette seven-litre V8.

And despiteit being more than
20 years old the outdated Marcos
Mantisrun by Topcats Racing
continues to challenge for class
wins against newer machinery.

“It’s gotno traction control, no
ABS, noflat shift, no paddles, and
no electric diffs’,” says Warren
Gilbert, owner of Topcats who
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drivesthe car and acquireditin 1997.
“It’s got a sequential box but

you still have to pullit back and

forwards on alever. [The only

driver aids are] power steering

and asequential box and that’sit.”
Despite alack of driving aids the

car, which has competed in more

than 500 races and is dubbed ‘Big

Green’, finished third overall in this

season’s GT Cup Championship

with Gilbert, Mick Mercer and

Jon Harrison at the wheel. SM
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Three UK-born aces look to impress world motorsport in 2019. By Jack Benyon

BRITAIN § THREE NEW F1 HE

Russell, Albon and Norris
were all F2 race winners

How Russell clawed his way hack into F2 title contention after a strong start from MclLaren understudy Norris

George Russell took a dominant
Formula 2 title victory by the end
of the season, but it so easily could
have gone someone else’s way after
his nightmare start to the year.
Alow start from second in the
season opener, taken out in Baku
while leading, an engine expiring
in practicein his first visit to
Monaco and a clutch issue in
Paul Ricard meant he spend the
first half of the season in the shadow
of Lando Norris, at which point
Norris was rumoured to be wanted
by Red Bull for Toro Rosso and

by his employers McLaren.

But an ace run by Russell mid-
season, with excellent wins at Paul
Ricard, Red Bull Ring and a second
at Silverstone helped him edge clear.

Norris failed to win again after
the Bahrain season opener which
had fuelled his hype, and a pointless
weekend in Sochi after a pitstop
error meant he was mathematically
out of the championship equation
headinginto the last round.
Auditioning for an F1 seat with
FP1 runsin Spa and Monza must
have made it difficult toremain

focused on his F2 bid.

Alex Albon, with four wins and
three poles to his name, was the
only one with hope of stripping
Russell’slead in the Abu Dhabi
finale, but could only qualify
eighth and then stalled in the
first race. Russell bagged the title
and, after the sprint race, Norris
capitalised on Albon’s issues to

retake second in the championship.

All three overcame problems
with the new F2 car, which was
plagued with clutch and start
troubles, and engine issues with

itsnew turbocharged unit. There
were some positives though as
the halo device got its first chance
to shine when it saved Tadasuke
Makino from being hit by the
wheel of Arden driver Nirei
Fukuzumi’s car.

While the top three were all
British born, only two other
countrymen took part in the
season. British-South Korean
driver Jack Aitken partnered
Russell at ART but had anightmare
year finishing 11th. Double Macau
winner Dan Ticktum made a one-

off appearance at Abu Dhabi
with Arden International where
he suffered gearbox trouble, and
duly signed for a season in Super
Formula for 2019 instead.

Surrey squad Carlin, thanks to
Norris and his strong team-mate
Sergio Sette Camara, took the
teams’ championship by 33 points,
while Norfolk-based Russian
Time took fourth with Artem
Markelov and Makino. Arden
struggled with rookies Fukuzumi
and Maxi Gunther and finished
ninth out of the 10 teams.
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Albon, Russell ana ﬁéiris

ings

RIVER |TEAM

sorge Russell ART Grand Prix | 287
ndo Norris Carlin 219
xander Albon DAMS 212
ckde Vries PremaRacing |202
em Markelov RussianTime | 186
rgio Sette Camara |Carlin 164

George Russell has had free practice outings in F1

p there with pigs
that fly, pink fluffy
unicorns and UFOs,
the unimaginable
happened last year
when three British-
borndriverslocked
outthetopthreeof Formula1’s support
series, and all will graduate to the
highestlevel of motorsportin2019.

F2 champion George Russell, runner-up
Lando Norris and third-placed Alexander
Albon willjoin Williams, McLaren and
Toro Rossorespectively, putting four British
driversin F1 forthefirst time since 2014.

Albonlooked the most unlikely to
make that graduation, but brilliantly
he startsthe year with the potential
tofinish the highest as Toro Rosso
outperformed backmarkers McLaren
and Williams in 2018.

New 2019regulations, with aero
changeslikely to be the most significant,
canstill shake-up the order but, asit
stands, itlookslike Albon hasfallen
onthemost pleasant of footing.

The London-born driver haslived in Milton
Keynesforyears, buthasraced under
aThailicence duringhis career.

While his CVisnowherenearas
impressive as Russell or Norris, his
stand-out year was 2016 when he finished
runner-up to Charles Leclercin GP3. The
following year was a disasterat ART'in
F2, buthebounced backlast yeartofight
fortheseriestitle.

The 22-year-old has constantly faced
adversity in hisjunior single-seater
career, and that’s why —although his CV
may not be impressive in comparison to
Norris and Russell -he will raise his game
tofight with the stars of world motorsport.

Perhapsthe most significant moment
inhiscareer camein2012 when he
was dropped by Red Bull from its
junior programme.

“It was adifficult year for mefor
numerousreasons, notleast because
of my results, butitmade me work that
muchharder,” says Albon. “I wasonthe
brink of stoppingracingall together.

“Sincethen, I knewIhadtoimpress
every timeldrove andfortunately Dr
[Helmut] Marko gave me a second chance.”

Andfoughthehas. He wasthe only
driverinthe F2fieldlast year on arace-by-
race deal for three races before he was
finally signed by DAMS after “begging”
forthe seat. Thiskind of dedication will
ensurethat effortis somethinghe will
notbedeficient of when it comesto F1.

Eventual Formula 2 champion George
Russelllooked equally asunlikely as
Albontoscoreaseatfor2019,asthe
driver market kept spinning without
churning out Russell’sname. With
Esteban Ocon-the Force India driver
higher onthe Mercedesjuniorladder
than Russell - still on the market, there

Norris had a McLaren audition
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| was uncertainty over the Britbeing chosen.

However, a stirring pitch to Paddy
Lowe at the German Grand Prix, which
included a now infamous PowerPoint
presentation, helpedfight his corner
and delivered adream F1 drive.

Russell has been affiliated to Mercedes
since 2016, but he already had success
before that with the BRDC F4titleand
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award wins
in 2014.In2017 he took the GP3 Series
titlein hisdebut year, beforeastepupto
Formula 2 delivered the most crushing
title success despite myriad problems
(see F2review sidebar).

Inthefirsthalf of the year, Russell had
towatch onasNorris’s consistency made
sure he wastop of thetitletable and the
firstnamerolling off the tongue when it
came todiscussions of future F1 stars.

Russell dealt with this as he believed
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff was watching
what was going on and could see Russell’s
pacebehind theresults. But with Norris
securingaMcLaren seatin early September,
the pressure appeared to beon. But
Russell-like with every other negative
vibehefaces—turneditintoapositive.

“Lando’sannouncement so early
helped me to push Williams for my
drive,” explains Russell. “Becauseif I
was ahead of him in the championship
and McLaren believed he was worthy
of aFormula1seat, it showed there was
some great signsfor myself. It probably
added more pressure for Williams to
say ‘we’ve got to go with George because
he’sthe guy whois winning F2’.”

A month after Norris’sannouncement,
Russell was signed up. Albeit, tothe
team thatfinished lastin the constructors’
standingslast year.

ButRussell, always finding the positives,
believes he canmould the Grove team
around him and lead from thefront, by
example. Hehas already attempted to
meet allthe team’s staff and attended
two grands prix withthemtolay the
foundations for what heishopingisa
successful future, and what Brits are
hopingisthestartof apathtoreplace
Lewis Hamilton when heretires.

“I'mextremely motivated, I think this
yearis aperfect opportunity formeto
join Williamsand togetinto Formula1,”
adds Russell. “Off the back of atough
season [for Williamsin F1] this givesme
the opportunity togoinand beateam
leader and push this forward to develop
theteamintherightdirection.

“Formulalissuchacomplexsport
and you can’tjust be fast. Hopefully this
opportunity will show thatnotonly I'm
quick butIcandevelopthisteamand
pusheveryoneintherightdirection.”

Although Norris was signed before
Russell, theformeris the youngest of the
threetosecureaseat,and gothissealed
first, buthad to work extremely hard for it.

He wasunder even more pressure than
the other two, ashehad to audition for
hisjob by impressingin Formula1FP1
outings with McLaren at Spa and Monza,
and movesintoateam whichhasn’t
proved fruitful for itslast two rookies
in Stoffel Vandoorne and Kevin
Magnussen, both of whomhad tomove
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Lando Norris took the first win of 2018 in Bahrain
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George Russell
Age: 20
From:King'sLynn
Williams Formula 1 driver

2018: Won the F2 title with
ART Grand Prixin his rookie
season, sevenwinsand 11

atfirstattempt, four wins, four
poles and seven podiums with
ART Grand Prix. Debuts in
current F1 machinery with
Mercedes and Force India
2016: Thirdin European
Formula 3 with Hitech,
twowinsand 10
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Hungary win kept Alex Albon in the F2 title battle

carracing on the continent,
sixth in European Formula 3
with Carlin, one win and
three podiums. Second in
F3 Masters at Zandvoort.
2014: Carracing debut,
BRDC F4 champion, five
winsand 11 podiums.

podiums from 24 starts despite  podiums. Signs with Winner of the McLaren
myriad carissues. Setfastest ~ Mercedes as ajunior ' Autosport BRDC

lap in Hungaroring historyin driver. Tests ART Award atfirst attempt.
the Mercedes W09 in Pirelli Grand Prix GP3 car / Four racesin Formula
tyre testing. Signed with before signing forthe Y Renault Eurocup,

Williamsfor F1in 2019
2017: GP3 Series champion

Lando Norris
Age: 18

From: Glastonbury
McLaren Formula 1 driver

2018: Second in Formula 2

following season
2015: First seasonof

positions with Carlin. Second
atMacau Grand Prix with
Carlin. Two F2 races with
Campos without points,
makes debut in current F1
machinery with McLaren

one win, pole and
fastestlap
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F3in part season with Carlin.
McLaren Autosport BRDC
Award winner at first attempt
2015: MSA Formula champion
with Carlin, eight wins, 15
podiums. Nine races in F4

championship with Carlin, 016: Champion in Italy with Mucke Motorsport
one win, nine podiums. Formula Renault finishing 11th, eightracesin
Free Practice outings with Eurocup, Formula ADAC F4 finishing eighth.
MclLaren, signedtodrive % &= Renault NEC with Josef  Fifthin BRDC F4 Autumn
fortheteamin2019. - Kaufmarnand Toyota Trophy with HHC Motorsport
Daytona 24 Hours debut, = Racing Series ~ 2014: Third in Ginetta Junior
suffered brake issues. with M2 with HHC Motorsport, four
2017: European Formula _ Competition.  wins, 11 podiums. Won CIK-

champion, nine wins, 20 - ':,; Eighthin FIA World KF title with Ricky
podiums, eight pole pé BRDC British ~ Flynn Motorsport
Alexander Albon Tested with DAMS for F2 podiums and one pole. Six
Age: 22 From:London but went with ART races in Formula Renault
Toro Rosso Formula 1 driver 2016: Second inthe GP3 NEC taking 17th. Tested
Series with ART, four Lotus Formula Renault
2018: Third in Formula 2 with wins, seven padiums, 3.5 car
DAMS, four wins, three poles,  three poles 2013: Formula Renault

eight podiums. Signed for
e.dams Formula E team with
Nissan but was released
totake a Formula 1 seat at

2015: European Formula § = #= 1, Europcup, 16th with
3 with Signature, seventh
with five podiums and —
two pole positions =

KTR. Formula Renault
NEC, 22nd
2012: Carracing

-

Toro Rosso 2014: Thirdin debut, Formula
2017: Formula 2 with ART Formula Renault Renault NEC
Grand Prix, 10th with two Eurocup with and ALPS with
podiums and afastest lap. KTR, three EPIC Racing

away inan attempt torebuild their careers.

Norrisalso comes with the most amount
of media pressure between the three,and
couplethat with thefactthat heisthefirst
Brittojoin the McLaren outfitasarookie
since Hamilton, obviously some will make
adirectlink.

“Being compared to someone who could
be about to win five world championships,
Idon’tthinkit’sabad thing,” said Norris
speakingjust after his promotionin
October. “It’s still very different. He
cameintoMcLaren when they were
doingextremely well.I've joined when
they are goingthrough a pretty tricky
time. Things over the past few years have
gotabitlost.”

Andhe, alongside Russell, has the
respective job of attemptingtoturn
around thefates of theseflailing giants.

McLarenis winless since 2012 with
Jenson Button at the Brazilian Grand Prix,
while Williams’last triumph came at the

Spanish Grand Prix with the infamous
Pastor Maldonado victory. While neither
are expected tosnap that streak as soon
asthisyear, Russell and Norris will be
expected tohelp move the two sleeping
giantsfurtherupthegrid.

Albon’staskisnoeasier. Hefacesa
thirsty team-mate in Daniil Kvyat,looking
to getback in Red Bull’s good books after
being droppedin 2017. While the squad
isinplaceasafeeder teamtoRed Bulland
therefore not expected to frequently win
races, Albon must outperform Kvyat if
he’stohave a chance of establishing
himself asafuture F1 star.

While thelikelihood of the three winning
racesin 2019isunlikely, it’s excitingthat
three of the most talented driversfor
some time enter F1 with Britain as their
birthplace. Thefutureisbright for the
UKinmotorsport, providing each driver
isallowed back into the country after each
round, with Brexitlooming... l
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A new Touring Gar Trophy contest for saloons in 2019 is attracting attention. By Matt James
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Ex-BTCC cars will find ¢ —————
a new home in 2019 =
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ING THE TIN TOPGAP

F .

—T

oracountry
withsucha
strong heritage
intouringcar
racing, the
headline British
Touring Car
Championshipisnaturally
firmly in the spotlight. Asit
goes from strength to strength,
the pathway for drivers
aspiringtothe categoryis

not quite so well defined.

There are the categorieson the
BTCC supportbill, such asthe
Renault UK Clio Cup, the Porsche
Carrera Cup GBand the Ginetta
GT4 Supercup, and thereisalsothe
JCW Mini Challenge and the VW
Racing Cup onthe F3/GT package.

Drivershave graduated to the
BTCCfrom each of these classes
with varying degrees of success,
buttheleapuptoa330bhp plus
topflight tin-topis stilla bigjump.

There have been moves to bridge
thisgap. There was an aborted
schemetostartaseriesfor older-spec
British Touring Car Championship
machinesin 2015, which was tabled
by several team ownersin the
category. However, despiteinitial
interest, that competition never
got off the ground.

Butnowthereisanother
plan which has gathered some
momentum. The Touring Car
Trophy hasbeen devised for 2019
anditaimstocollecttogetherolder
BTCC cars, two-litre turbocharged
machinesand SEAT Leon Supercopa
2 cars. The MotorSport Vision
Racing-runserieshasrevealed a
five-meeting calendar which kicks
off at Donington Park in April.

The seriesisthebrainchild of
Stewart Lines, himself aformer

BTCCracer. Lineshasasuccessful
background in operatingrace
categories through his involvement
inthe VAG Trophy and with the
VW Racing Cup. He has previously
raced in the Mini Challenge and

the Renault UK Clio Cup, as well
asthe VW contests.

“I'havebeen through theranks
andIhavemadeittothe BTCC
level, butthe jumptothe BTCCis
justsomethingelse,” says Lines.
“Inlowerlevel formulas, youhave
asmall group of guys whoareon
the pace, and then everyoneelse.In
the BTCC, everyone is competitive
andthereisnowheretohide. The
commitment youneedasadriver
ismatched by thefinancial
commitment youshould maketo
stay competitivein thatarena.

“Thereisnoreal steppingstone.
VWsand Renault Cliosaren’tas
closetothe BTCCpaceasthey
should be to give you aleg-up, and
thereneeded tobeastepinbetween.
Wehope this will be provided by the
Touring Car Trophy.”

Theexpected budget for the
categoryisintheregion of £50,000,
and Lines believes he already has
seven people committed to take
partintheseriesin 2019. Among
them is Henry Neal, who will be
run by hisdad Matt’s BTCC squad
Team Dynamicsin a Honda Civic
Type R (seesidebar).

Team Dynamics team manager
James Rodgers says: “The Touring
Car Trophyisafantastic series
that has been created by Stewart,
providing a perfect stepping stone
for young drivers who don’t have
the budget to extend intothe BTCC
but want to move on from junior
formulae. It also allows for people
who have invested in and have

Aiden Moffat Racing has the Infiniti QSs they could appear
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mothballed touring cars to get
them back ontrack andrace
head-to-head with old and new
technology, it has the potential to
make for some awesomeracing.”

Britcarracer Alex Day hasalso
confirmed that he will take partin the
seriesinanex-Rob Austin Audi A4,
christened Sherman, which will be
run by HMS Racing. HMSisarace-
winning teaminthe BTCCandis
taking a sabbatical from the top-
flight with its modern Alfa Romeo
Giulietta, butit has the potential to
runother carsinthe TCT, with its
BTCC Toyota Avensis available.

HMS boss Simon Belcher says:
“TCTisagreatsteppingstonetothe
BTCC, and atafraction of the cost.
It’sfantastic to have Alex on board
in Sherman and we look forward to
working with him. Alongside the
Audi, we’re alsolooking at the
possibility of offering our Avensis,
in full current RML specification,
if we canfind a suitable driver.

“Although we switched to the
AlfaRomeointhe BTCCin 2018,
our Toyotais one of the newest
BTCC cars around having been
built newin 2016. It offers a great
opportunity for a driver to compete
inthelatest specification BTCC
car, but at a significantly reduced
budgetin TCT.”

Budgetis one of the key selling
pointsfor the TCT. Linesadds:
“Thereisnothinglike seat-timein the
British Touring Car Championship,
anditis hard-and expensive—to get.
Testingisrestrictedinthe BTCC
andthe minimumrequirement
fordriverstojoinis200milesina
car. That’snowhere near enough.

“There are several drivers who are
in the position tomove up, but they
justwillnot get the experience or

mileage todothejobthey wantto
doandthatcanruincareers. The

TCT platform offers this. Ithink, if
someone drops out of the top-flight
BTCChalfway through 2019, whoever
isrunningatthe front of the TCT

will bein prime spot to graduate.”

AswellasHMS and Team
Dynamics, other BTCC teams
arekeentogetinvolved. Aiden
Moffat RacinghasKkitthatis
eligiblefor the new division.

Moffat, athree-timerace winnerin
the BTCC, says: “We haverecently
acquired the two ex-Support Our
Paras Infiniti Q50 machines and we
would certainly look atthe TCT. It
would be a perfect fitforthe cars.”

Team Hard boss Tony Gilham
hasToyota Avensis machinesthat
would fit the seriestoo,and he might
even consider driving himself. “Well,
Tam40yearsoldin2019soIneedtodo
somethingspecial,” he says. “But we
havethekithereand thisisacategory
where drivers canmove up andlearn
about the BTCC. Wearelookingatit
closely. What a great stepping stone.”

Lines saysthat the first season
will be theinitial steps. The cars will
beequalised through a Balance of
Performance assessment acrossthe
whole grid, which is something that
hasbeenahitinthe VW Racing Cup.

“Wearestartingatamanageable
level with five meetings and the
competition should be close,” says
Lines. “We willlook ahead if itis
asuccess, we would look togoon
somethinglikethe F3/GT package -
thatisthekind of place that weneed
tobe. We will have alive stream of the
races this year, but we want to grow.”

If theinterest turnsinto solid
entries, then the seeds will be sown
for acompetition that could fill a void
inthenational racing structure.

o
>

Stewart Lines has seen a gap in the market for a tin-top trophy

ALENDAR

Touring CarTrophy 2019

RND |TRACK | DATES

1/2  |Donington Park April 13/14
3/4  |Donington Park June 22/23
5/6 |BrandsHatchIndy July 6/7

7/8 |BrandsHatch Grand Prix | Aug 31/Sept 1
9/10 |Snetterton Oct 19/20

HenryNealwillbe onTCT entry list

Neal Jr to step up with

Team Dynamics assault

One of the most high-profile
names signed up for the Touring
Car Trophy is Henry Neal, son of
three-time British Touring Car
Championship winner Matt Neal.

Henry has taken partin the JCW
Mini Challenge since 2016 and was
fifth in the pointsin 2018. He will
now make the step to a touring car
inthe TCT with a Team Dynamics-
run 2017 Honda Civic Type R.

The 23-year-old will benefit
from the experience of his
father’s top-line team in his
maiden season in a touring cars.

Neal Jr said: “I can’t wait to get
out there having just recently
driven the car, it’s a natural
progression from the Mini
Challenge I have been competing
in for the past three seasons.

“It has sequential gearbox,
limited aero and big brakes;

I’'m excited. I think, with the
equalisationrules, itis going to
make for a great spectator sport
with some really close racing.”

Dad Matt says that the format of
the series fitted in perfectly for
the family and for his race team.
“With the BTCC grid now full and
capped, what Stewart Lines has
created with his TCT is perfect
for us and others,” he said. “Its
fixture list isnot overbearing and
will give Henry some valuable
seat time in a high performance
touring car. The Mini Challenge
ladder has been great value for
money with good racing, but it
was his time to move on.”
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After Renault UK’s shock announcement that the Clio Cup is inits last season, we reflect. By Matt James
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enault UK’s the British Touring Car
decisionto stop Championship support bill. & | All-time Renault Clio UK Cup '
the Clio Cup atthe Ithaslaunched thecareersof hundreds = | races:381 ’
endof 2019 wasa of tin-top stars and has always provided .| _POSs |DRIVER WINS ]
bombshell. The thrill-a-minuteracing. || 1 |PaulRivett 49
one-make series Motorsport News has spoken toevery B | 2 Jonathan Rivett 18
for the French driver whoisin the top 10list of the most * || 3 [StefanHodgetts |17
hatchbacks has been a crowd- successful racersin terms of outright | | 4 |MikeBushell 16
pleaser for almost three decades, wins, and we have asked them for their 5= | Danny Buxton 14
and it will be sorely missed on reflections on the category. 5= | Ant Whorton-Eales | 14
6 Tom Onslow-Cole |13
. R 7= |DaveNewsham |12
7= | EdPead 12
8= |LeeBrookes 11
8= | Phil Glew 11
9 Ben Winrow 10
1 Josh Cook 9

Wins: 49 Years in the series: 2001-
2002,2004,2006,2008,2010-2018
Rivett: “| never had the budget to graduate
to the British Touring Car Championship,
and because | didn't have enough, | didn't
want to make the step up and be at the
back. That meant|was always happy to
stayin Renault Clios.|was able torun at

the front, and nothing else at that level
offers the value for money it provides.
The exposure is great and it has always
been attractive to backers.

“Because | was coming back to the
championship time and time again, | think
Ihad a big target on my car for the new
racers that were coming in, and that target

l

2016-2017

Wins: 17 Years in series: 2007-2012
(sporadic appearances)
Hodgetts: “Iloved the 182 and 197
versions of the Renault UK Clio Cup
race cars — they were a great piece of
kit. It was a difficult car when it came to
the handling. It was right on the edge
and could be twitchy, but it had a proper
sequential gearbox and taught you
so much about car control.

“My first yearin 2007 was really

successful — lwon five races — but after
that | was just brought in when people
needed tofill a seat, so I never really got
aproper shot at it, although | won four
races with SVR for Danny Buxton in 2012. il
“It was all a bit dramatic with the racing f
so qualifying was important — you needed L
to be out of the trouble, because nine
times out of 10 there would be a safety
car at the end of the opening lap. Mind
you, I might have caused a few of those!”

only got bigger the longer I stayed in the
category. It was hard too, because | could
only disappoint people. If I won it, people
would say ‘well so he should' If I didn't,
people felt let down, so that was a tricky
situationto be in. But | love the category
and ljusthope that itis able to come back
in some shape or formin the future.”

Wins: 16 Yearsin series: 2012-2014,

Bushell: “l remember always watching
the British Touring Car Championship
and the support races and the guys
who | had been karting against were in
Renault Clios. It seemed like the natural
way forme to goas|had beenracing
Ford Fiestas fora season.

“ljoinedin 2012, and it was a baptism
of fire: wrote off two cars in my first
three rounds. It was like pinball!

“The racing was so tough. When Iwon
my first title in 2014, there was so much
competition. | was with Pyro and the
team taught me aheck of lot. Then, when
| came back to the seriesin 2016, it was
anotherlearning process again. The level
of competition was so high thathad to

~upmygame againstallthe new drivers
that were there and had brilliant racecraft.
“If Ihad to stop racing tomorrow, | would
look back on the two Renault UK Clio Cup
~ trophies|have and be very, very proud.”

| Wins: 18 Years in the series:
. 2004-2005
Adam: “Any one-make series on the
BTCC support seriesis hard to win,
and the Renault UK Clio Cupis one
of the hardest of them all.
“Most guys coming into it — Paul \
Rivett aside —arerelativelynewto A 4
racing so thereis alotto getyourhead \
around, but the education it gives you
- ' interms of racecraft is second to none
—thatis why you see guys come out
of Clios and they are able to slot into
the BTCC quite comfortably.

“When I started, | was third in my
firstyear but I think | got through three
bodyshells that season, but I finished
third and then went onto winitin 2005.
That was a sensational result for myself
andfor TCR —and that is another thing.

e

The teams at the top level of Clios
prepared a young driver well. They are
all expert and as afirst stepping stone
and you work with data. Itis all part
ofan education, andjustlook at the
names who have come from Clios. "
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Wins: 14

Years in series: 2011-2016
Whorton-Eales: “| suppose you could
say that the Renault Clio has taught me
most of what | know aboutracing. I really

9=DANNYBUXTON  5=ANT WHORTON-EALES

220 Turbo, it seemed to me like it had a
little too much in the way of electronics
onit. It had a paddleshift gearbox, and
you couldn't shift down always when
you wanted because the ECU

RENAULT UK CLIO CUPWINNERS
YEAR |DRIVER CAR
1991 |[Steve Waudby Renault Clio Mk 1
1992 |[MattJohnson Renault Clio Mk1
1993 |Alastair Lyall Renault Clio Mk1
1994 |John Bintcliffe Renault Clio Mk1
1995 |LeeBrookes Renault Clio Mk1
2000 |Jim Edwards Jr Renault Clio Renaultsport 172
2001 |Danny Buxton Renault Clio Renaultsport 172
2002 |Paul Rivett Renault Clio Renaultsport 182
2003 |Jonathan Fildes Renault Clio Renaultsport 182
2004 |Paul Rivett Renault Clio Renaultsport 182
2005 |Jonathan Adam Renault Clio Renaultsport 182
2006 |Tom Onslow-Cole |Renault Clio Renaultsport 182
2007 |Martin Byford Renault Clio Renaultsport 197
2008 [Ben Winrow Renault Clio Renaultsport 197
2009 [Phil Glew Renault Clio Renaultsport 197/200
2010 |Dave Newsham Renault Clio Renaultsport 200
2011 |Paul Rivett Renault Clio Renaultsport 200
2012 [Jack Goff Renault Clio Renaultsport 200
2013 |JoshFiles Renault Clio Renaultsport 200
2014 |Mike Bushell Renault Clio Renaultsport 220 Turbo EDC
2015 |Ash Sutton Renault Clio Renaultsport 220 Turbo EDC
2016 |Ant Whorton-Eales |Renault Clio Renaultsport 220 Turbo EDC
2017 |Mike Bushell Renault Clio Renaultsport 220 Turbo EDC
2018 |Paul Rivett Renault Clio Renaultsport 220 Turbo EDC

Buxton: “lt was one heck
ofaseriestolearnin. When
I did it, there was an influx
of single-seater drivers

like Tim Mullen, Andrew

had to admit that you

Kirkaldy and Rob Huffwho  llearned howto be

were all seeing saloons as consistentand how to put
apathway to acareerand together atitle challenge.
they camein. Atthat stage of adrivers’

“They were technically

Wins: 14 excellent drivers and they
Years in the series: really made me look at my
2000-2003 own performance and try

to raise my game to match
them. On some days,

simply weren't asfastas
them —and, through that,

career, thatis abiglesson.”

you

enjoyed the older-spec carthat weran
up untilthe end of 2013, because they
felt like properrace cars.

“When the newer cars came, the

wouldn'tlet you.

“Despite all that, the racing was
fantastic and we had some really good
battles. | have very good memories of it.”

6 TOMONSLO W-Oﬂll:'

Wins: 13 Yearsin the series: 2003-2006
Onslow-Cole: “l joined the series
halfway through 2003, because | had

to wait for my 16th birthday before | could
joinin.Iremember being so nervous
before my first test at Rockingham that

I was 15 minutes late joining the session
because | was throwing up. It was quite
abaptism, because the next youngest

guy tome on the grid was 24.
“Ithink, after that, it became something 2010

Wins: 12 Years in the series: 2008-

of ayounger person’s championship,
and | like to think that | started that trend!
| worked hard for my title, | had some
very physical scraps with Paul Rivett but

Newsham: “l came to the Renault
UK Clio Cup straight from Scottish
Legends, and it was quite amove. It
was on the BTCC support package

baptism fora career.”

managed to grab the title with TCR. It
was a superb feeling, and a competitive

and the grids were full up, so it was very
competitive. | did a one-off at the end
of 2008 and finished third, and | just

tookto it straight away. |had 15 poles

from the 20 rounds, which was arecord,

and | took the most winsina season
with 12. Because | was above a certain
age, lwon the Masters division for older
racers at most rounds, so | came away
with bundles of silverware. | think | spent
alot of budget on expanding the trophy
cabinet at the end of that season.”

7= EDPEAD

Wins: 12 Yearsin the series: 2002-2007
Pead: “It was areally competitive series. You
knew it had credibility within racing: if you could
win in Clios, people knew you were at agood level.
Also, it was achievable in terms of budget. You
would be able to scrape together some budget
and go and do adeal withateam. The entry fees
have quadrupled since those days though. ..

“It had a reputation for being full of damage, but
that was down to the level of it as some of the less
experienced drivers tried to keep upwith the top
boysandtheywould ,_ e
getitwrong! Thelevel
was very high, and
people certainly
paid attention
toit. | loved my
timeracing
those cars.”

8— I.EE BRﬂﬂKES

Wins: 11 Years in the series: 1993-1995
Brookes: “| jumped straight into the Renault UK
Clio Cup fromkarting, so it was really an eye opener
for me. It was a competitive series even then with
some very strong drivers in there. | finished fourth
in my first attempt at the championship and then
third the year after — but there had been some
incidents with the champion John Bintcliffe.
“ltwasjust as hardin 1995. At the start of the
year, we had a good offer from Harlow Motorsport,
which was the top team then, but my dad and|
decidedto run the car ourselves. We managed
to beat them all, which was certainly memorable.”

8= PHIL GLEW

Wins: 11 Yearsin the series: 2008-2009
Glew: ‘| still look back at the 2009 season, when |
won the Renault UK Clio Cup, as one of my fondest
memories in racing. | think we had some of the best
racing around —these days, you can drive the newer
cars at 90 per cent and still get something out of
them. Back then, you had to be totally on the edge
allthe time. Imanagedto get 11 winsin that title-
winning season and beat Alex MacDowall and it
certainly prepared me for touring cars.

“lamreally going to miss commentating on it for
ITV4 Sportas well. It has provided some of the most
exciting racing on track over a BTCC weekend.”

9 BEN WINROW

Wins: 10 Years in the series: 2005,2007,2008
Winrow: “l remember my title-winning yearin 2008: it
was my first year with Pyro, and | was the team’s first
champion. I really have to thank Mark Hunt, the team
boss, who took a punt on me.

“We had some testing before the start of the year—
which was the first time | had ever had such a privilege.
That meant we were able to hit the ground running. |
managed to get nine wins, and | was only off the podium
once before | wrapped up the title at Silverstone with a
meeting to go. We were relying on sponsorship, and
the Clio was totally the best option for us because of
the crowd and the coverage that it got.”

10 JOSHCOOK

Wins: 9 Years in the series: 2012-2014
Cook: “When | had my main championship assaultin 2014,
it was the first year with the new Renaultsport 220 Turbo
EDC car, so everyone was on a pretty even footing. The
racing was so intense, and we fought all the way to the end
with Mike Bushell. In the end, | had six wins and four other
podiums, but three DNFs along the way blunted my charge.
“Itis areal shame that the series is ending, because it has
been aconstant onthe BTCC support package forsucha
long time. ltis interesting, because | always stop to watch
the Clio races even when lamintouring cars, and you often
see the BTCC team managers come and look at the timing
screen too. They will look down the list and you can work
out who they have been talking to for the season ahead...”
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REVIEW: SHORT OVAL

Withno quarter asked or given, the action on the ovals was relentless in 2018. By Colin Casserley and Graham Brown

IHE HEADLIN

ON THE SHORT OVALS

heshortoval sceneisinrude
health, and the season just gone
provided some truly memorable
momentsinthe National Hot
Rod and BriSCA F1 scene.

There were returning champions
and anew World Final winner crowned
in National Hot Rods to cap aremarkable 12 months.

Our experts cast their eye over the highlights of the
campaign just gone. Remember, the chase for the 2019
crowns has already started so head to an oval venue
near you to see the leading players out their credentials
for the big prizes of this year to come.

WHAT: NATIONAL HOT ROD WORLD FINAL WHERE: FOXHALL HEATH, IPSWICH WHEN: JULY 8, 2018

WOOD’S WIN, BELL'S HEARTAGHE
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Since hetook the sport’s winner John Christie,
biggest prizein2012it top Scot RobMcDonald
hasalways seemed and triplechampion
inevitablethat Glenn ChrisHaird at bay.
Bell would one day Butthenitallfell
againcarrythegold apart. Lessthan201aps
roof of World champion.  fromhome, a puff of
Itlooked asthough that smokefrom Bell’s car
day had arrived with signalled aproblem.
last year’s World Final. The throttlehad
When qualifying jammed openand,
finished Bell had pole though he bravely
position, not by much, carried on for afewlaps
buttheentire grid was by slowingthe car on
covered by only 0.62s, so theignition switch, it
0.04s was significant. was effectively all over.
Itwasnosurprise that Heeventually spun
thepolesitterspentmost  intothe wall with
of the 751aps gradually another carbuthis
easingaway fromthe lead was already gone
battles behind. Quite a by then. Wood staved
tensebattlethatwastoo,  off adeterminedattack
with Billy Wood having by Christie tohead for
tokeep 2013 World Final the chequers.
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Stuart Smith Jr’s 2018
was one of triumph and
tragedy. For much of
the season, Smith was
themantobeat and, at
onestageintheseason,
itlooked asthough he
might become the first
driver in the history
of the seriesto win
the World, European,
British and National
Shootouttitlesallin
the same season.

The British was the
first title up for grabs.
Smith trailed race
leader Mat Newson,
whohad taken the
initiative from the
greenflag, by a couple

of carlengths going
intothefinal turn.
Smith barged Newson
wide and won the
dragracetotheline.

Smithsaid: “Newson
had the faster car, his
car was thebestithad
been alldayinthefinal
and mine was not asfast
asithadbeen.Ijusthad
todoit;Iamnotone
for settling for second,
Inever have been.

“The fans come here
towatch good racing
anditisdowntousto
entertain them, that
issomethingthatI
always haveinthe
back of my mind.”
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WHAT: NATIONAL SERIES SHOOT OUT WHERE:
10-ROUND SERIES WHEN: AUGUST TﬂNﬂV[MB[ﬂ

“WAINMAN GETS BACK
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WHAT: NATIONAL HOT RODS ON SHALE WHERE: NORTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY WHEN: SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 TOWINNING WAYS
— o Sl

Thedecisiontoreturnto  oncesettled, the dirt
Northamptononashale wasintostay. With the one-off significant damage.
surface for thefirst That meant thatthe racesoutof the way, Onreturninghome
time in 60 years made National Hot Rods Stu Smith Jrset his after the meeting Smith
hugesenseineconomic  September fixture had sights onretaininghis Jrbecame unwell and
terms, with the track either tobe moved National Series title. was rushed to hospital
earning much of its or goahead on the loose Hescored consistently whereinternal injuries
income from BriSCA surface. Incarace took EEEE inthefirstthreerounds andabrokenboneinhis
F1.There was aneed to the bold decision to before winning the neck were diagnosed.
reengage driversand press ahead with the finalinround four at The following week,
fansfromthedirttrack- meeting, despiteit Sheffield. A third Wainman Jr won
loving Netherlands, being more than 20 place inround five at round nine of the series
and the potential to years since NHRs Skegness opened up before wrapping up
attract spectators and lastran on shaleand hisadvantage over hisunprecedented
maybesomedatesfrom  manyteams point Frankie Wainman Jr. 14th National tile at
therecently closed blank refusingtorace. However, WainmanJr  Belle Vue.
Coventry must also Cometheday, the was able toreduce the Wainman said: “ITam
have played a part. weather waskind, advantage by winning delighted to win the

There was just one those who’d elected to round six at King’s title,itis superb. It’s
little problem: the race (just eight) mostly Lynn. Round eight at been atough seriesand
asphalt NIRwasgreatly hadagrandtime Northampton turned there has been some
loved by the National drifting the turnsand outtobeadisastrous hardracing.It’sashame
Hot Rods. Ithasalso trading places. Shale onefor Smith Jras Smith Jr was unable to
been their number racing proponent Dick he wasinvolvedina race thelast couple of
onetest track for many Hillard fittingly took hard crash during meetings—-Iamsureit
years. The original heat andfinal honours. hisheatrace which would have been a great
plancalledfortheshale Itremainstobeseen left his car with battle between us.”
tobelifted after the if the experiment will
summer months but, berepeated.

WHAT: ANGIE ROWE MEMORIAL TROPHY WHERE:

II[IIN[SF”IIIIIII[[S RACEWAY WHEN: NOVEMBER 4, 2018

WHAT: EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP WHERE: NORTHAMPTON WHAT: HOT RODS POINTS GHASE WHERE: FINISHED AT e | B
INTERNATIONAL RAGEWAY WHEN: SEPTEMBER 16 ALDERSHOT WHEN: JUNE 10, 2018 U LRSS g o -
2t y —' — — )
THE POINTS CHASE -
Those unfamiliar with National titleshowed it was nofluke. ‘ NG’E nn WE ME Mnn" l
Hot Rods would undoubtedly Equally tough towinisthe rﬁ - .
find its points championships equivalent NorthernIrish title. - ‘ NE w M‘Jn”
somewhat perplexing. Uniquely For almost all thefirst half of ol
in the world of motorsport, due the season it was Derek Martin
tothe seriesalso determining wholed. But by round six, Adam Memorial trophies of the English series.
who will qualify for each year’s Hylandshad taken over and inovalracingarenot Thefirstrunning could
World Final, thebattletobepoints  stayedinchargetilltheend. uncommon. Some, like hardly have been amore
champion always spans two years. RobMcDonald in Scotland the Tom Pitcherracefor fittingevent. Drivers
Points garneringbegins directly and Jeff Riordan (Republic of F2stockcars,havetaken camefromalloverthe
after each year’sbigJulyrace Ireland) had rather easier place continuously for UK toraceat Hednesford
and ends shortly before the next. championship victories. many years. with 34 cars coming
Stuart Smith Jr was on course bothreceiving some damage Soin England, thefirst half of Itfollows that we are now at the Whatisunusualisto under starter’sorders,
tomake stock car history before Harris was able to open 2018 was all aboutfinishingthe mid-point of the 2018-19 series. In havetworacesinayear although thisfigure could
at Northamptoninthe upafewcarlengthsadvantage 2017 season. Somewhatunusually, England,noobviousfrontrunner dedicated tothe same havebeen higher still if
European Championships. torecordthe win. the samedriver had been out hasemerged, thelead changing person. But afterlong rumoursabout drivers
Therace wasoriginally Harrisseemedtodrive hiscar fronteversinceroundthree,that  handsatalmosteveryround. time NHRPA race like Matt Simpson and
scheduled for July, butheavy similartothe way heracesinthe driver being Billy Wood. He gave Presently topisMcDonald, (back director Angie Rowe Malcolm Blackman
rains thenforced the event USA (wherehehas contested warning thathe was quite likely inthe English series since July) lostherbattle with cancer tryingtoborrow cars
toberescheduled. several outings), flicking the car tobe a world championship while over theIrish Sea, John in May, Spedeworth hadreached fruition.
Smithtooktheleadatthedrop  sidewaysgoingintothecorner contender once he’d wrapped Christiehasascantlead over supremo Deane Wood Angie’s great friend
of the greenflagandlooked to and keepingup the momentum. upthepoints. Hemay have Glenn Bell. Billy Bonnar and decided todedicate this Carl Boardley madethe
beheadingtowards his second Itwas certainly fun to watch. needed abit of luck to grab the Riordan arein chargein Scotland year’s World Final to eventinaloaned Ginetta
major titlein two days, and his “Itwasagreatrace,and World Final but that points and Ireland respectively. hermemory. but, after an afternoon of
third major of the season. greatto winachampionship,” B Ameasureof the intense three- and four-
However, in thelatter stages said Harris. Hiding his " esteemin which she wide competition which
of therace Tom Harris closed disappointment with a smile : washeldisthatdriver left even 40 year veterans
the gap and the duo exchanged Smith Jrsaid: “My tyres went ShaneBlandthendecided of thesportraving
bumpers several times, both off towards theend, but that to sponsor an entirely abouttheracing, it was
carsclatteringthefenceand was a proper stock carrace.”. new perpetual trophy, Jason Kewinanother
the Angie Rowe Ginetta whobecamethe
Memorial,racedforthis firstpersontoliftthe
year at thefinalround magnificent silver cup.
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Robhert Kubica’s number one at Williams is a short oval winner. By Neil Randon

WILLIAMS MEGHANIC MAI{ ING A

Ben Howard took his biggest victory at Birmingham last November

nhisfirstday
in AbuDhabi
preparing
forthefinal
grand prix of
the Formula
1season,

Ben Howard walked down the

pitlanetoahero’s welcome.

“Allmy friendsin other teams
called out ‘How are we doing
champ?’, “Well done mate!’ and
they were all shakingmy hand,”
says Howard. “It wasmega.”

The previous Saturday, the
number one mechanic on Sergey
Sirotkin’s Williams FW41 had
achieved a lifetime’s ambition.
Racingat the Birmingham Gala
meeting in November, Howard
led from flag-to-flag to take his
firstrace winina BriSCA F1
stockcar and with it the Dave
Leonard Memorial Trophy.

When the 37-year-old pulled up
infront of the start-finishline
aftertheracehesatinhiscar,
headinhis hands.

“Ididn’t know whattodo,”
Howard admits. “IThad to take
aminute to compose myself.”

Howard was born and bred in
Rochdale, where he still lives, a
townrenowned as hometo one of
BriSCA F1’s greatest stock car
dynasties, the Smith family.

Stuart Smith blazed atrailin the
seriesfrom 1969, the year he won his
first of six World Finals. Sons Andy
and Stuart continued thelegacy.
Howard cannow add hisname to
thelist of Rochdalerace winners.

“My dad was very good friends
with Stuart Smith Sr,” says Howard.
“AndasateenagerIbecamefriends
with StuartJr-notontheracing
side, butsocially.

“I'gotintostock cars whenIwas
atschool. There was asmall garage
opposite to wheremy dad worked in
Rochdale.Iusedtooften hearacar
inthereandit wasthe BriSCA F1 of

CraigHowarth.Iapproached Craig
toseeif I could do work experience
there. After school ona ThursdayI
would godowntothe garageand at

the weekendsI’d goracing with them.

“Andsothatreally gotmethe
stockcarbug. But whenIgotajob

and went to college it kind of stopped.

ButIalwaysfollowed it.”

Havingleft school after his
GCSEsHoward took up a four-year
apprenticeship at college asamotor
vehiclemechanic.

Histhird-year college placement
led him toa garage where the owner
restored historic sportscars. When
the owner sold hisequipmentto
acompany in Lisbon andretired,

Howard was offered ajob in Portugal.

“Iwas18andsolpacked mybags
and my toolbox and went to Lisbon,”
hesays.

Three yearslater Howard returned
toRochdale and worked ata garage
where a customer owned a 1982
Tyrrell011 F1 car.

“The ownerusedtoraceinthe
same series asthe onel wasinvolved
within Portugal,” says Howard. “I
worked on this car and we would
doeighttol0eventsayeararound
Europe. It wasgoodracing.”

Asa25-year-old, Howard was
nurturinghisskillsasamechanic,
but wasunaware hisfather had
secretly senthis CV toanumber
of F1teams.

“Oneof themrangmeout of the
blue,” says Howard. “Super Aguri
asked me to come down to Oxford. So
Ibought my first suit and off I went.”

After an hour-longinterview atthe
Leafield Technical Centre, he got
thejob. “Super Aguri wasateam
full of people who had never
workedin F1before,” hesays. “By
the third year we were beating the
worksteam, and it was then Honda
pulled the plug.

“Everyone knew Super Aguri
wouldn’t be around by the end of
the season soIputsomefeelersout

tosometeammanagers.Igota
month’s contract with Prodrive
and Aston Martin and we won Le
Mans withthe DB9-sothatwasa
niceonetotick off thebox.”

It was whileat Le Mans Howard
took aphone call from the Williams
F1team. “It was with about four
hourstogointheracewhenlIgota
phone call from Williams and was
asked if I could stop off at thefactory
onmy way back home,” he explains.
“I'venow been there 11l years.”

Howard was promoted tonumber
onemechanic three years ago.
“There’sanumber one with each
car,” Howard explains. “And you
havefive number two mechanics, so
itisateam of six mechanicsoneach
car. Now I am number one mechanic
working on Robert Kubica’s car.”

Howard, for hispart, began his
shortovalracingcareerin BriSCA
F21in 2016, hiringa carfromlocal
driver Rob Mitchell.

“Iwonmy firstfinal at Sheffield,”
hesays. “Asgood asit was hiring
carsIwanted somethingtodoat
homesoIboughtone.Ididacouple
of meetingsin2017-anditbecamea
massive project. I ended up stripping
the cardowntochassislegsanda
rollcage and rebuiltit out of my
garageandraceditlastseason.”

Butcompetingin BriSCA F1 was
the ultimate ambition. Havinghad
abrief outingat thefinal Coventry
meetingin 2016, Howard took part
inthefollowing season’s Gala event
in Birmingham, hiring the Tarmac
car of Ricky Wilson.

“I'started at the back and plodded
round justtogetafeelforitandthen
Idid the Sunday afternoon meeting
of the Skegness Speedweekend
lastyear and had another play
fromtheback.

“And that wasitreally, that was
my season done for the year. But
then afriend at work wanted to have
agoinaBriSCA F2.1suggested the
GalameetingandIwas goingtogo
along with himtobeasupport.I
wasn’tdown torace atthe meeting
because Ricky had trashed hiscara
couple of weeks before at Buxton.”

Butonthe Thursday before the
meeting Howard got amessage
from BriSCA F1 driver Mark
Sargent, who offered him a car.

“Iturned up on the Saturday ready
forpractice and the car was there
ready and Sarge told me tojumpin.
Iwasjustgoingtogetin withmy
jeansontocheck theseatfitted OK
and was comfortable with the pedals.
But Sargesaid, ‘no, no, get your suit
and helmeton, you're straight out

Howard will be the number one mechanic for Robert Kubicain’19

" The Gala Night
win was dominant

forpractice.’ Ifinished third.Igot
loads of confidence from that going
intothefinal.”

Before thefinal Howard sought
some advicefrom hisall-time
favourite BriSCA F1driver,

Andy Smith.

Howard wasnever headed in the
final, and ended up pullingaway
from the pack. “With threelapsto
goIlooked in my mirrorsand I was
actually pullingaway. With two
togoIwasthinking T’'m goingto
winafinall’

“Thenit went through my mind
‘what do youdo when you win?’
Ithought T'mjust goingto giveit
thebigbeansand come out of the
corner sideways smoking the
tyres’,butI went abit too early
andInearlylostit!”

Howard reveals anumber of
friends in F1 follow stock car
racing: “Everyonelooksata
BriSCA F1 stock as alump of steel
with amassive engine insideit
butI’ve had people come with me
tomeetings and they have been
really impressed. These guys
build their own cars and are
soclever and dedicated. The
engineeringisamazing. It’s
special really.”

And even some of the F1 drivers
have also shown an interest.
“Kubicaisreally keen and always
askshowI've got on throughout
the year and Felipe Massa always
keepsintouch,” says Howard.

Asthe 2019 season approaches,
Howard hopesto continueracing
bothin BriSCA F1 and F2.

“Whatever shale meetings are
onwhenI’'mhomeI'llberacing my
BriSCA F2butif there aren’tany
shale F2meetings on I'll be hunting
for adrivein a BriSCA F1 oneither
shaleor Tarmac,” he says.

“Ireally want to do some shale
surface meetings next year, but
if anyone has a car spare I will
be straightin.” H
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Scheider will rejoin
the World RX field

RX CHAMPIONSHIP
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RX2 machines to he permitted into the Supercar class of British Rallycross series

The single-make Supercars
Litesmachinesused in the
RX2International Series that
supports the World Rallycross
Championship will be allowed
toracein the British Rallycross
Championship’s Supercar
classthisyear.

The cars, which must
comply with the RX2technical
regulations, will be eligiblein
every BritishRX eventinabid
to give British driversracing
in RX2 an opportunity toalso

drive the carsinhome events.
British Rallycross

Championshipmanager

Tim Whittington said: “RX2has

become established as a proven

stepping stone for young career

racers, atthe sametimeas

that the cars can appeal tothe

traditional owner-driver

who may not have the technical

ability or budget tomaintain

amodern Supercar.
“Idon’texpecttobeoverrun

with RX2 cars, thisismore

about providing an option for
those whomight consider
International eventsin RX2to
alsoracethatcarathome,and
toopen the opportunity for
youngracers to getintofour-
wheel-drive cars that are more
manageable than a Supercar.”

The spaceframe chassis,
four-wheel-drive carsuserear-
mounted 2.4-litre naturally
aspirated engines with 310
horsepower, around half that
of amodern Supercar.

Built by Swedish team
OlsbergsMSE, the Supercar
Litesare usedin World RX,
RallyX Nordicand ARX events.

British RX Supercar champions
Dan Rooke and Nathan Heathcote
both graduated to the World
RX supportclassin thelasttwo
years having won the British RX
title, Rooke claiming victory
inthe Swedishroundin2017. A
number of British driversare
known tobelooking at RX2
asafuture career option.
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DTM ACE SCHEIDER REJOINS WORLD

By HalRidge

World Rallycross regular
and 2008-°09 DTM
champion Timo Scheider
will competeinafull
World RX campaign with
the Munnich Motorsport
squad this season.

Scheider willrace anew
SEAT Ibiza Supercar for the
Friedersdorf-based team,
havingdriven in selected
outingsin2018inanolder
version of the car.

“It’snosecretthatIwas
bitten by therallycrossbuga
longtimeago,” said Scheider.
“Consequently, I am more than
happy to be entering my first
full season as amember of Rene
[Munnich]’s strong squad. We
have slightly restructured the
team and are preparing for the
new challenges with the utmost
diligence and ambition.”

Scheider made hisrallycross
debut with the same team
in 2015, and contested afull
season forthe MJP Racing
squadin2017,driving a Ford
Fiesta. Hefinished on the
podiumin the openinground
in Spain and wound up 10th
attheend of year.

“I'mvery pleasedtobe
taking my involvementin the
rallycross scene to the next
level,” he said. “For metoo,
this very special disciplineis
the perfect arenafor tough,
spectacular motorsport—and

RX2 cars will be
seen in the UK

Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com

DTM championin 2008,’09

that goesforthefansand
driversinequal measure.”
Team owner and driver
Rene Munnich drove an
updated specification version
of theIbizalast year, with
developments now being
carried over ontothenew car.
Munnich himself will continue
toraceinselected rounds.
Hesaid: “Despite the
withdrawal of some
manufacturers, Ifirmly believe
in the future of the World
Rallycross Championship,
because for private teamsit
provides amassive opportunity
toshowcase themselvesona
global and professional
platform with a huge following.
“Iamdelighted that Scheider
will be contesting the full o
seasonin parallel with his
commitmentsasa BMW
works driver. Ifeel confident
that we have a very good
overall package and that we
will be genuine contenders =
for top positions.”

World Rally refugee Ostherg samples Skoda Fahia Supercar and considers race outings in World Rallycross

Sidelined Citroen World Rally
Championship driver Mads Ostberg
isconsideringapartial campaignin
the World Rallycross Championship this
season, alongside hisrally programme.
Ostbergtested ES Motorsport’s Skoda
Fabia Supercar at Mettetin Belgium
before Christmas, hisfirst timedriving
a Supercar. He completed three four-lap
runsin damp,low grip conditions.

today andIreally loveditsoI’'m notruling
outanything.”

Ostbergwasjoined at Mettet by the
squad’s test driver, Kevin Abbring, while
former Ford and Audi World RX driver
Andreas Bakkerud also completed aday
of running with the team behind closed
doors. Although heavily linked with
Nasser Al-Attiyah, ES Motorsportis yet
to confirm a driver line-up for 2019.

but that afull campaign is unlikely.

Hesaid: “It was aninvitationIdidn’t want
tosaynoto.I’'mnotruling outthe possibility
of doing some [World RX] eventsbuttodo
thefull championship might be difficult.
It’scompletely depending on my plansin
rallying, maybe we can find a combination.
Iwould behonest and say that rally is still
my target for the next years tocomebut
it wasmy first experience of rallycross

GIVE THE GIFT THAT LASTS ALL YEAR

OR CALL 0344 848 8834 OVERSEAS RATES ARE AVAILABLE ON
QUOTE OFFER CODE PMN1118 +44 (0)1604 251 457

“Itwasalot of funtobehonest, Ireally
enjoyedit,” Ostbergtold MN. “T've seen
eventsandI've been on afew [rallycross]
tracks but always with arally car, so this
was thefirsttimeldrove a Supercar. But
OK, the WRC carsthese days are quitefast
aswell soit wasnot such abigdifference as
it probably would have beenfive yearsago.”

The 31-year old says he could drivein
selected rounds with the team this season,

Ostberg tested a Skoda Fabia
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MN SAYS...
The beginning of anew era

Three of this country’s rising talents have a platform to shine

As you will have read in Jack Benyon’s excellent feature in this week’s Motorsport News, Britain will be well
served in grand prix racing in the season to come. George Russell,Lando Norris and Alex Albon are three
of the brightest talents on the radar at the moment, and they are all being given the chance to shine
throughout 2019.

The skills of Russell and Norris have been well documented through success in the lower categories of motorsport,
while Albon was not mentioned in the same bracket originally, his performances in Formula 2 last season meant he put
himself in a place where he was impossible to ignore. And, as Benyon points out, Albon probably has the plum seat out of §
the three drivers. Russell at Williams and Norris at McLaren: both have to help drag their teams out of the doldrums which [
their squads have been in during recent seasons, while Albon can build on the progress that Toro Rosso made in 2018.

Whatever the outcome, there is plenty to be excited about and, alongside Lewis Hamilton, there are good times ahead. e
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews) = MotorsportNews Dec 19/26,2018

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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: Keeping it simple

: WhenIwascompetingit wasin London

: Counties Association Motor Club,

: Association of Central Southern Motor

: Club and Association of Eastern Motor

: Club Road Rally Championship roundsin

. TR e PR P : the 1970s and 1980s.

_ . - e L T R : £ 13 :  Backthen, it was suggested that if you

FAV““H'TE OF | e . ~EE 3 & : regularly finish in the top five you should
'I'HE WEEK ' e N e .y : organisean eventas your way of putting

. : back into the sportsome of the enjoyment

: thatyoutook out.

:  Iwasclerkof the course each year from 1975

: 101989 on multiple regional championship

: rounds and, by that time, we had a simple

: formula for running an enjoyable and

: competitive event even at an average

¢ speed of 30mph without the need for

: difficult navigation.

:  By1990 we couldn’t make the event viable

¢ asentries went down toabout 20 and many

¢ of the motor clubs folded sonumerous

R —— - *, R . = - . events were canned.
e = Lt ik ,' i : Thavebeen therouteliaison officer for
Richard Salisbury was in the right place to capture this flying Ford Escort Mk2 : Northamptonshire for over 40 years and

: twoyearsagotook on Leicestershire as

- well, butIstill had the passion for maps and
: putting together routes for championship

: roadrallies.

:  Wecouldn’t get enough organisers together
: in2018to doitjustice, but for 2019 we have
puttogether a team of three new recruits

: andnineof usoldlags, and the enthusiasm

: appearstobe growingagain.

¢  Themottoisback tobasics: abouteight

: to1l0miles of unsurfaced roads. It was dead
: simple and varied navigation, no tricks,

. plenty of codeboards around grass

: triangles and muck heaps, in gateways,

: andonoldroads.

: There wereno tests as these have to be run
: at30mph on private land anyway and require
: lots of time and manpower. Turn them into
regularity sections and run them timed to

: thesecond. The winner only needs to drop

: afewseconds and you've got a good result.

. Weneedtomakeeverythingreasonably

¢ cheap, simple and user friendly and have a

: webmaster who can keep all the updates

: flowingand I’'m quite sure the message

: will get through that proper roadrallying

: isonthepathtorecovery.

: Nigel Evans

: Viaemail

: Who is important?

: Further to Motorsport News’feature on

¢ the Top 10 MostImportant People in British
: Motorsport (November 28,2018), canI

: suggest widening thelist toinclude the top

: 25people as youdid three or four years ago.

- Imanagedtolist over 30 nameslast

: week whenIattempted to put some

Dean Chilvers was pleased - g . : names together, and six appeared in your
with this unusual F1 angle Mike Bouts was at the Rockingham Stages event list, including the top four.

: Tim Bendelow

¢ Viaemail

GOT AN OPINION? » 2 2 LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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The arrival of the Nintendo
Switchin 2017 was a game-
changer, bringing portable
gamingback butatamuch
more powerful level than seen
before. Uptake from developers
outside of Nintendo’s own
franchises has been a slow-
burner, which meant there

was a wide-open goal for aracing
game to steal an early march.

Unfortunately, Microids’ Gear.
Club Unlimited 2hit the post
twice before blasting the shot
over the crossbar afteritsfirst
attempt with Switch. The biggest
criticismisthatthe game plays
like alow-budget mobile title,
to the point that an offering
such asEA’sReal Racingis
vastly superior to the Switch
game, despite being played on
atouchscreen smartphone.

Thefact Gear.Clubhas
noticeable performance
strugglesin handheld mode,
and lags to your control input,
makesit unplayable on the go.In
short, it feelslike a poor mobile
game on a high-end console.

The chief gripe with the game
isapoor handling system,
althoughit could be argued that
the Switch’s dual-sticks lack the
precision of an Xbox Oneora
PlayStation 4. Butregardless,
races were spent deciding where

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS

GAME REVIEW T

was best to side-swipe a wall
andlose minimal time, having
given up all expectation of
braking properly. Even the art
of tapping the brakes and pre-
loading the car before applying
the full stopping power intoa
corner was a wasted effort.

It’s clearly a problem because
eventhe pre-set drivingaids are
flummoxed. It’s even tried to

apply braking in wheel-to-wheel

combat, butitends up beingthe

biggest hindrance to overtaking

by continually slamming the
brakes on when drafting. You
have to turn all aids off if you
want to compete in this game.

Aracing gamelives and dies
byitsfeel, whetherit’sarcade
or asimulation styleracer, and
Gear.Clubfalls shortto the
pointitdetracts heavily from
the positives.

The mostimpressive element
of the gameis the design, with
races through European-
flavoured towns, mountain
ranges and deserts managingto
cleverlylook as though they are
living and breathing despite the
Switch’s graphical limitations.

The enjoyment in this game
will come through range, with
aclaimed 1800 miles of track
and 250 competitive events,
given variety by mixing the

WITCH

Game isoutnow for £54.99

format between races, sprints
and time trials.

It’ssogood it deserves afully
open world, which the game
teases with its maps but never
lets you experience.

There’salottobesaidfora
racing game attemptingto
incorporate a story of sorts,
something Motorsport News
argues should be considered
more by developers.

Butthisonehitsevery cliche
possible: earning a shock
chanceinaracingteam,
impressing a doubtful boss
and competingin a series of
racesinalinear, dot-to-dot

Mostimpressive element of Gear.Club Unlimited 2is the design

style progression.

Thefact the storyistold
through comic-book style
images and speech bubbles
makesthe story of little
interest. Fans of TOCA 2’s
drama, turn away now. Slow
loading times make you all the
less likely to persevere as well.

Car selectionis sizeable,
although the motorsport
offeringis small—asurprise,
considering the storyis centred
around aracing team.

Customisationis decent, with
arange of performance-based
updates and vinyl wrapsto
make your motor stand out

from the crowd —not that
there’s any multiplayer option
for othersto see your work.

If you’re one of the adopters
of the Switch and need your
racingfix, it would appear
2019’sre-release of Gridis
the nextchanceforaracing
game tomake it bigon
Nintendo’s console.

Considering Gear.Club’s
mobileroots have barely been
disguised, asking over 50 quid
for the gameis daft considering
more mobile-esque offerings
on the Nintendo eShop are
less than half the price of that.

Tom Errington

General Knowledge: 1 Corolla; 2 Skegness and Buxton; 32011 and 201 3; 4 Stuart Smith Jr; 5 Third; 6 For repeatedly cutting corners; 7 Techeetah; 8 2014 Bahrain GP; 9 Tora Takagi; 10 The Pope.
Multiple-choice: 1 B) 8; 2 A) Lando Norris; 3 B) Mads Ostberg; 4 B) 17;5 A) 111; 6 C) 4. Crossword down: 1 Fifth; 2 Torrent; 3 Wood; 4 Gallacher; 6 Techeetah; 7 Thruxton; 10 Oulton Park;
12 Schumacher; 14 Cambrian; 15 Hugh. Across: 5 Fifteen; 8 Toyota; 9 Hypercar; 11 Twelve; 13 Esteban Ocon; 16 One; 17 Sebastien Loeb; 18 Hubert; 19 Higgins; 20 Matt Edwards.
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How Elite reached
the pinnacle of
junior racing
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' 1;1, rf'
Full range of engine components for: ,*
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM| | B 2= FoF P SV o T=T W = mul —f
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

POLICIES FOR Follow Us f Like Us
call or bUY online! twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts . facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

v/. COMPETtTIUN CARS QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK 01753532222
v RALLY & RACE CARS 01509 412 3 4

v" SERVICE VEHICLES

INSURANCE ARONTRS

Simpson Exhausts

Rebuild Timel... ;3"

Fast and Reliable Delivery of

PHONE: 0161 440 7590 G Il

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk || ————————

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority wheels and castings.
+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

- Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

« Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll

@ cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works

DURATEC : ZETEC *pec .
ENGINE . 7 ENGINE + 40 years of experience to share.

a I!2*'1"'“F"'*'i""f"s'E CALL: (u)|451 684300

P Sk : Cambndge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

» 2.0-2.5 Litre » 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

_ » 200-340 BHP .. » 188-275 BHP IAN JEMISON ] ) Motorsport Parts

_ ENGINEERING Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, 5G6 | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com
COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

wwwwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i 01904 703 863, Vehicle We supply a

s ; hensi :
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com Wiri ng wiing products for repa,
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England HEEs

modification or complete
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Bright LED - e — - ~ ) @ . -
dashboard - ' \ . = ¥
lighting bulbs . | | High power LE
| ' stop & tail light

a : 3 5 - r - 2. - - _”‘-\ :
A ! A . ~ - y ~ A— bulbs
= | L g 7 ] - o -
——H LY

-
-

We have ST, I E— E——@—1t—+ " _J - ' \\'

\,

- ’

been upgrading
car lighting

for 40 years. | _‘ ik & Bright sharp LED
Our advice is 4 e - o flasher upgrades
free. . - FESSEE S  — - ‘ ; : plus headlights

We design unique products to make your classic =™
car better, brighter and safer. Pound for pound,
nothing else makes more difference.

01789 576109

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk
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WALES’ NO.1 SUPPLIER IN COMPETITION TYRES

JD Tyres is a long established seller of

motorsport tyres. Our main business is Road
Rallying Tyres, Tarmac Rally Tyres, Gravel Rally
Tyres and Track Racing Tyres.

07968020546
07966466548

tyres.co.uk

www.jd

@ HanKoox YOKOHAMA
EY=I=-4  Moosier

H MICHELIN

KUMHO TYRES ,
THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSOHIES .

BESI(IE TANK SERUI L

"CANFMANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAPE |
S CAPACITY OF TANK YDU NEED' b e e e S

[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 GALLON
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm] - [H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm] -

PROJECT
' . CUSTOM
- INLET, 6MM OUTLET

1 X FAR SIDE FILLER
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

4 1 X OFF CENTER FILLER -y
NECK [BAFFLED] +FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED]
WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GILLDII
[H300mm x W300mm .
e —
P- \

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON
[H230mm x W750mm
e x L900mm]

H-. “ ALUMINIUM 4 GALLON
E" [H250mm x W300mm
\ x L1860mm] =

PROJECT ¥

CMB-FTO015
CUSTOM

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL
INLET, 6mm QUTLET

MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE
" FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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-y SR

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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_ PHOENIK = Gearboxman.com Grapd Prix
Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES Silverstone
PHILIPS any ol Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more T
01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.couk § Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS RACEWEAR

B s, J o

01933 411 993 § e _ . phone. 07771 762145 RACE&RALLY
jondelrace@aol.com N o ( PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
2 MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS
BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

e
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD ansponr
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\

CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, \\

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING. WWW.maI'digI'as.CO-uk Www.demon-tWEEks.com

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST S BlD M otorsport Teamwear Specialists - § oo cur
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS ' A ) p EE: :}:ﬂ% a ﬂ
7

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! [

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

put fogether the best package with engines producing 2506hp up 1o 550bhp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine e Min Order 0"'9 4
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide. @ No Logo Set Up Fees
-mail
nmhampmnmot;s”;s;t@btmnectcom « Weber, Dell'Orto and SU Carburettor Agents Leading performance brands online )) Connected to you

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport.” call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmetorsport.com W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. ogomeup_co_u
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on 2 =
www.part-box.com www.brianjames.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

e Performance Tuning Specialists - t
— Northampton * 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, . .. a)-or@)oﬂ Par
Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity - = =

Performance and Tuning Parts

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions Autoovarts and Hvdraulics ‘L
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP p y = RV
nd Stret, Somerset www.EMPIRE gﬁCO'Uk
avantimotors@btconnect.com . s Hae P! e
- Rally and Race Gearboxes l,n.rmg 3h
-6 3psed Ssqental Getbones Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
_ Limited Slip Differentials etc. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
GEARBOXES RECE & RALLY PERTS ____ WHEELS&TYRES
- 3 3N
e, Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made COMPOMOTIVE
=~ r,T GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. -E MOTORSPORT WHEELS
T:01782280136 F:01782269913 Short lead times. Gl Winning all over the world since 1973...
Transmissions  E:sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 T —’--.’.:rr Heat treateclinillllt:zi;v; g‘;:;nm\_’ la)ﬁgkwllr:)productlon.
T . T : . WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com www.classicworldracing.co.uk Tl. 00 44 1952 850615 _sales@comp.co.uk
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