WILL BE

;:;ﬁlx\\w—u

FROM EVERY-
WHERE IN THE
BUILDING

LIKE THE CASTLE...

GONDOLA,
THAT'S GOING
TO BE HARD...

IF | CAN ONLY J

ARRANGE |

EVERYTHING IT'LL

BE FINE..

EVERYONE
SHOULD BE ABLE
TO SEE THE

SET..
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SHE'S NOT 1S SHE
MOVING... OKAY?

YES, AND SHE'S THE
TALK OF THE WHOLE
SCHOOL, SHE'LL BE
DOING IT IN THE OLD
GYM, USING ALL THE
EQUIPMENT THERE

SHE'S
TRYING TO
UPSTAGE US

DOING A S0LO

ACT!?




AND SHE'S THERE
RIGHT NOW, SHE'S
BEEN SITTING FOR

QUITE A WHILE NOW

AND SHE STAYS IN ONE
PLACE FOR A FEW
MINUTES, THEN SHE
MOVES AND SITS

AND JUST SOMEWHERE ELSE

STAYS THERE
FOR A FEW
MORE

MINUTES

MAYBE SHE'S

PRACTICING HER SHE'S JUST

SITTING THERE,
DOING NOTHING?

ABOUT THE
ALIDIENCE?

| SUPPOSE

THEY'LL JUST
SIT ON THE
FLOOR




| THAT'S WHY
STAGE DOORS
ARE USUALLY
AT AN ANGLE

SEEING THINGS ]
FROM THE ﬁ
AUDIENCE'S

PERSPECTIVE |

AUDIENCE g “c;%éc

[T W TO SET THE | | 1
JU l}) STAGE UP THAT'S WHY |
| [ mpﬁs%\%(oél SHE'S SITTING Jé,
sl THE AUDIENCE Aeewi D8 4
INTO CONSIDER-
VISIBLE FROM
ANYWHERE .
IN THE 8 3

IF WE
piD...

~

WE MIGHT BE

ABLE TO PER-
FORM BETTER
IN OLIR OWN

IMPRESSED
Agout f ~

PLAYS

@ T | ceo
RN "%ﬂ-: ,;@ THING LIKE mAr?i
- J" :"A!:n

NO, BUT
SHE IS
INTIMIDATING




A BIT TO
THE RIGHT
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WE MADE
IT THIS
FAR. |

THINK IT'S
ALRIGHT

NOW

\.
. 4
\ 7R
N2, | )7 220
L e oo
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Zo .\“le..h‘“““\

L7
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THEY
WON'T
FOLLOW

us AL
THIS WAY

=



BELOVED |
BROTHER

YOLI'RE THE ONLY §

13

A ONE WHO BELIEVES

MY INNOCENCE




FINALLY, |
GET TO
PERFORM

BIANCA,
THE

= HAVING BEEN
B FRAMED, SHE WAS
FORCED TO LEAVE =5
HER COUNTRY AND LIVE —

= ALIFE OF ADVENTURE .
& AND EXCITEMENT

7 ddiiL )

| GETIT:
THEN YOU
JUsT RIDE

STRANGE, FOR A

MINUTE THERE |

SAW VENICE AND
ITS CANALS

'™
ACTUALLY
LOOKING
FOR-

IF YOU HAVE AN |
IMAGINATION, IT'S ¢
NOT S0 HARD TO |
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IwitL No |,
' LONGER GUIDE

{ OR RATHER,
TO MAKE
HER OWN

f THAT THE \
ALDIENCE |5
JUsT As 600D |\

| A MENTOR AS

\ ATEACHER IS |
\ L\

THE AUDIENCE

A MENTOR
?
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N, CORDELIA,
S i A WHAT HAVE YOU
i i P FaTheR?
FATHER?
==
e fo e dINER
o i
L 3
| b

THE STUPENTS
ARE GETTING
ALL EXCITEP

REHEARSALS
AND SETTING
UP STANPS

A

. -, & /
\\N‘
1‘(‘ \
Q @ j
i

THESE

DONE!

JusT ADD

AND WE'RE




WITH THE

SIGN UP,

IT LOOKS
LIKE A REAL

THIS IS LIKE

A DREAM. I'M
REALLY DOING
THIS MYSELF

IS SHE GOING
TO UPSTAGE
THE DRAMA

cLuB?

MAYA AND HER
ONE-WOMAN SHOW:

THAT'S ALL EVERYONE

1S TALKING ABOUT
HERE AT SCHOOL

BUT SHE IS AWESOME.

/ SHE 1S HIMEKAWA THAT IDIOT!
4 AYUMI'S MAIN RIVAL, WHAT CAN
/ S AFTER ALL... SHE DO

SHE'S A
CANDIDATE FOR
THE CRIMSON
GODDESS
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SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

—.«:‘?;"

&

EVEN HER 7 NOW SHE'S | 0w | THAT was
STAGE 1S AN JusT A A LONG
OLD GYM AND TIME AGO

FINALLY, I'M

SO WHAT
IFIT'S IN
THE OLD GYM?

ACTING AGAN 23/
> 'b"';li

JusT You
WAIT, AYUMI

AND BECOME
- THE CRIMSON
GODDESS!




HITOTSUBOSHI
HIGH SCHOOL

FESTIVAL
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; THE |
XQ STEP RIGHT M FESTIVAL )
UP, PEOPLE... ¥4 BELINS |
GET READY
o DARE YOU FOR THE '
B, | ENTER THE SCARE OF /&1
N HALUNTED A LIFETIME
\ o HOLISE? %

CAKES AND |
COOKIES
%Y THERE'S
AN OPEN '

J
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THEY'RE  LIGUTS
COLOURED, FOR?
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LET'S STAY. |
WANT TO SEE
HOW MAYA DOES
THIS WHOLE

— -~ S Ny
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S z
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SPE
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SHE PLAYED
AREALLY

GOOD SATOKO
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SINCE I'M ALONE,
| HAVE TO DO
MY VERY BEST

,V_l!
THANKS TO ]“
YOSHIZAWA \ 4
L&
AND KUSAKI 1Y
‘.y‘

EVEN THOUGH )

IT'S THE ONLY -3
IT'S AN OLD

AS LONG AS

THING THAT | | HAVE AN x
LIVE FOR ALIDIENCE, IT'S B e
g ¥ AUDIENCE ITLL
AYUM VAR ST
8 AT ome

- PR
B At "“

THESE
'mABiTLow |ARE ME] | uNper  THIS IS

s TG MY CHANG-
ON FUNDS, S0 | i ROOM
ONLY RENTED \MES? ree NG
THE IMPORTANT

COSTUMES

» "-
Waptetlsdi | SET IT UP
| MADE FROM
KUSAKI o o - otes| | HERE 50| TAIKO AND
HELPED " vp cLotd | | cAN ENTER NINA HAD TO

WORK, SO
THEY CAN'T
BE HERE

ME A LOT THE STAGE
DIRECTLY
FROM IT
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‘Q
WE'LL

BE
WATCHING

MAYA'S GOT
THE BIGGEST
{ AUDIENCE

A
MIGHT As PERFORMANCE WHS AQ!E? ‘:?SE
WELL BE IN A SHED DO?
A PUPPET WITH JUNK :

SHOW EQUIPMENT




| CAME TO
SEE MAYA'S
PERFORM-
ANCE

! _
counse,\{ L | SEE
R ) WITH ALL y DIFFERENT

mtsuy v UNIFORMS
=\ X
— w‘&“’“ OTHER

SCHOOLS
A\ | must vave |

W

3

- m v! 0 CoMe T00 |
: AR "“« {{; '-

b ) " / v /
X
\ /| MEAN,
IF SHE BORES THAT'S , \ MAYA IS 'BEST
< iz R M

THEM, THEY WON'T ~ NOT
HESITATE TO LEAVE GOOD

: SHE'S BEEN ON
; TV, 50 IS
ITLL BE TOUGH U Freet?  naTURAL THAT
FOR HER TO MY TEE peorLe woulp
MAINTAN INTEREST WANT TO SEE HER

IN THIS PLAY  } e ENOUGH




DIFFERENT

DIFFERENT
AUDIENCE,

DIFFERENT
PLAY SITUATION,

BUT SHE'S
DONE IT
BEFORE AT

THE NATIONALS

N

¥ il

THAT THE
THING GUIDING
MAYA IS THE
AUDIENCE

SENSE|
SAD...

yhat

YO, YOU'RE
SITTING ON

A ‘I\‘\\“ V

MAYA IS
REALLY
RISKING A
LOT HERE

\
)

,\’i-". D
TR\, N

N

3N

3
: “

AUDIENCE
IS AN
IMPORTANT

HEY, GIMME
SOME OF
THAT CANDY!






THANK YOU
ALL FOR
COMING

IN ITALY, THE
RENAISSANCE
IS AT ITS

UNDER THE
SCORCHING
SUN...

| WAS
ARRESTED
BY THE
GENOVA
AMONG THE  NAVY
WAVES OF

BAND OF
PIRATES

1
i

Zoa bl




0
LOOKS LIKE Y
THEY'RE HAVING (Y]
PROBLEMS
WITH THE |
VOLLEYBALL
HA HA NET

Yy CARRYING A
f PAST MOST
BLEAK

_-‘ JUDGED IN THIS

{
E\"/
)
% OURTHOUSE
EACH OF US

{4

WERE
FROM THERE,
DIFFERENT ALTOGE-
COUNTRIES,  THER

ALL BEING
MAKESHIFT

(e

gl

o

FOR
TO THOSE
MORE FOR- TWO THIRDS ~ SOME,
500, 300, "1 NATE, OF THOSE DIE 800
200 AND 100 BEFORE THE LASHES
LASHES LASHES ARE OF THE
COMPLETE WHIP

SOME WERE
SENTENCED TO
LIFE AS SLAVES

IN THE SHIP'S

/ f//\
' :n:Z:Q"'/

TO THE GUILTY,
IMMEDIATE RETRI-
BLUTION BY HANGING
LAID IN WAIT

THERE'S
TROUBLE
up ON
DECK

EVERYONE
PLEADED FOR
A LIGHTER
SENTENCE




|
|
|

|

EVEN THE
PIRATES
URNED THEIR |
HEADS IN
SURPRISE

[

CRIED A
GENOVAN
NAVYMAN







DON’T You
DARE TOUCH

ME!

GENTLE-
MEN OF
THE
GENOVAN
NAVY?

A HAND ON
ME, | WILL
BITE OFF MY
OWN TONGUE




AMAZING,
SHE'S NARR-
ATING AS WELL

AND SHE'S
ATRUE | CHANGING il
ANDIDATE ROLES WITHIN |

FOR THE| SECONDS - AS ACTING
CRIMSON =\
OUDESS |
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; i Al
\.. \ PEOPLE .
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Y “\ LET You
BE THE

FRIENDS
CALL ME
SO

PIRATES
HAVE NO
NEED FOR
FAMILY
NAMES
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S
S AN 45
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/

| MY TRUE
| NAME 1S
- BIANCA

o,

f, BIANCA
CASTINI

SO WHY
IS A FIRST-
BORN OF
A ROYAL

.HERE  FAMILY..
\ AMONG A

! BAND OF
PIRATES | __ .

BROTHER, |
JULIO, WAS |

J

OUR I I WILL TELL
DEAR | you My
MOTHER ! REASONS

DIED /
{

THEN YOU
MAY JUDGE
ME AS YOU
SEE FIT

MY TRUE HIDDEN
IDENTITY 5 MYSELF
UNDIS- | FOR SEVEN
COVERED YEARS...

- .‘A ‘ld

//l KNOW THIS MU
; COME AS A SHOCK
TO YOU; THE
CASTINIS ARE
A ROYAL FAMILY
IN VENICE, LONG
RIVALS OF THE

AS YOU HAVE
HEARD, | USE
A MAN'S NAME

-

: '\'
g& N MY FATHER,
¥ |  PHILLIP DE
%C\\{ CASTINI IS (4

B A PRIME Ra
|4 MINISTER AR
AN
HE IS /4“\ v)
KNOWN NOT AN
ONLY FOR VY17 iﬁ S
HIS GREAT |10 "X o
NAME BUT e N
ALSO FOR HIS FND
GREAT DEEDS jmr——e—
V—'.' . ./
N
e
IAMTHE g5

FIRSTBORN 2 —

OF THE %’Y

CASTINI

\

FAMILY Y

Yy




AND OLR ’\
|
/

WE WERE RAISED

BY OUR NURSE,
PRIVATE
SERVANTS

MARIA,

o
o

N
WE WERE
WELL-
EDUCATED

ETIQUE
LANGUAGES

\ e

SN
R

. AS A ROYAL \
PRINCESS, |
ALSO STUDIED )

5

?

HISTORY

NEEDLEPOINT |

HOWEVER, | \
PREFERRED
THE BLADE

AN A

\\\




M

COMES TO
SWORDS,
| WILL NOT

YOU'RE LEFT, RIGHT,

LEAVING
YOURSELF

LEFT, RIGHT
WIDE OPEN!

&

IN MY FREE

1

TIME, AWAY |

o \ FROM THE ﬂl
y ! l

EYES OF MY
SERVANTS,

: AFTER THE
I TOOK THE ;| emiquerTe —
SWORD AND / CLASSES
PRACTICED , AND BEING
WITH THE A LADY
GUARDS OF

THE CASTLE

~



EVEN THOUGH MLUCH
MORE EXPERIENCED
THAN [, THE GUARDS
WERE NO MATCH
FOR ME IN SWORD-
FIGHTING

FEEL LIKE
I'M IN THE

USING IT
REALLY WELL

Iﬁ\i \§

N o
B




PFFT...
LIKE | CARE!
I'LL NEVER
MARRY

OH, WHY
WASN'T |
BORN A MAN
INSTEAD?

SHE SAID THAT
NO DECENT MAN
WILL WANT ME
AS AWIFE IF |
KEEP ACTING
LIKE THIS

ACTING LIKE

SLOWLY,

| BEGAN TO
HAVE DREAMS
OF MY OWN

“I WILL WEAR RED
WOVEN DRESSES
AND RIBBONS
IN MY HAIR

AS THE DAYS
PASSED, | MET
MORE AND MORE
YOUNG WOMEN

HERE IN THE

TOLD
STORIES
OF LOVE

"SOME DAY LATER,
MY KNIGHT ON
A WHITE HORSE
WILL COME FOR
ME..."

“WE WILL FALL
IN LOVE."
THAT WAS
MY DREAM

e




] HER
THEY'RE
LOOKING EYES
AMLLION
MILES

TR

BEAM .
A

T
——Tfon i
= , "Ij,lll ”*r s\ Ll
ARE ‘ﬁ?’[/‘ e Quyf IN T MR & Wy
someTHING (AF) 43K THoSE HER - " /%
ELSE N/ (4 THERE | EYES ) / 2
. NO POMMEL /
A @# HORSE, NO . q,%
‘ BALANCE

/) .
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= IDONTFEEL ALLY
[ I'M IN A SHED,

MY FUTURE
HUSBAND WAS
THE DUKE

% OLENCHINI
FROM GENOVA.
HE WAS KNOWN
AS ‘LORENCHIO
THE HEART-
LESS’

/ HE WAS A
YEAR OLDER
THAN ME. WE
WERE TO BE
WED WHEN |
WAS 15 AND
HE WAS 16

S

WHEN | WAS
13, THOSE
DREAMS DIED
FOREVER

ARRANGED
TO BE
MARRIED

R A TWAT MLV G I AN C. 20 femms 7




VENICE

I'M SURE MANY
ARE AGAINST
THIS MARRIAGE

/ ,

L2\ >N

IF WE COMBINE,
WE WILL BE
UNSTOPPABLE

BUT GENOVA WILL
PROBABLY END UP
TAKING US OVER

YOU KNOW
THAT, DON'T
YOU, FATHER?

-]

X “l' SN~ N
N
=)

—~

DON'T SEND
ME TO THAT
PLACE!

BUT | SAY
TO YOU,

NO!

P

—-—
D)
I WILL. NOT
BE A WIFE TO
A MAN | DO
NOT EVEN

KNOW! (
&

A\ \
W
)

\AS NNV} W)

N

MY FATHER
MIGHT AS
WELL
IMPRISON

" o
v
N/

Fad
T

| WON'T BE

A POLITICAL
TOOL FOR

VENICE AND
GENOVA

1 "7 | KNOW THAT
BRINGING THE
TWO COLNTRIES
TOGETHER
WILL CREATE
A SINGLE MIGHTY
GENOVA HAS A !
NAVY JUST AS

STRONG AS THAT
OF VENICE

| KNOW YoU
LOVE ME,
FATHER

TO FOOL
THEM, YOU
SHALL SEND

ME

<

| KNOW THAT
| WOULD BE
IN NO DANGER
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HE TRIED

EVERYTHING
TO SWAY ME:
PROMISED PROMISES,
i ME NO GIFTS, EVERY=-
l HARM... THING

IN MY HEART, .
EVEN | NEVER WANTED
TO 60 TO
OLENCHINI Sy

HIMSELF

/]
\

4
IT WAS PLANNED 4l

{ THAT | WOULD
MEET MY OTHERWISE,
IN FUTURE FAMILY, THEY WOULD FINALLY, | &
THE OLENCHINIS { HAVE SENT ME WAS FORCED [}

VALEN-

TO A CONVENT TO ACCEPT [,
[ MYFATE i
S o] D
Yl i =
: ! irwas ||
: LOCATED
" RIGHT
BETWEEN
e GENOVA
~ AND
VENICE
BUT STILL, |
IT WAS A FLOWER WORE MY RED
FIELD, THE DRESS AND THE
PERFECT PLACE RIBBONS IN
FOR AN MY HAIR

ENGAGEMENT \ |




IN SOME

OLD SHED
!

i //:\ ASSASSINS
,/Z,?v \ TO KILL
3 ‘%?[" LN,

LORENCHIO

THEY ALSO
SPREAD
RUMOLRS
TO INCITE
THE PEOPLE

_—
N\

IT ' ‘,

: WE WERE
= SURROLINDED
A BY SOLDIERS

200 OF
THEM, AS
WELL AS
KNIGHTS

T ;
=1 ey Vol A= i~ ——
7 NOUD S e COLNTRIES
{ Nothine WD x|  ARETHOSE  THAT OPPOSE
s TO OPPOSE RA AGAINST THE THIS MARRIAGE

TWO COUNTRIES,

MILAN,
THE ROMAN
EMPIRE,
SPAIN AND
PERSIA...

(> ’

P %’

MANY
COUNTRIES
WILL NOT BE

IN FAVOUR OF

THIS UNI-
FICATION

THIS UNION

3 BECAME A
i DEATH

WARRANT

| MEAN, SHE
WAS ATV
ACTRESS,
EVEN IF SHE
WAS SHUNNED
BY HER
COMMUNITY

A CANDIDATE
FOR 'THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS'

SHE'S AYUMI
HIMEKAWA'S
GREATEST /A







1S5 THAT
SUPPOSED TO

BE A










