SHE GETS \
THINNER /
WITH EACH
PASSING

DAY! /

I THINK \ WHOSE ACT
P e IT'S AYUMI 5 1S BETTER

vae

BUT MAYA
IS SAID TO
BE HER
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I AM THE
DOWAGER
QUEEN

Tsukikage—se'nsei!

NOW,
TAKE THIS CUP
OF TEA FROM
MY HANDS AND
DRINK...




... AS
ORIGELD

— Who will
do it
/ better?




COME,
TAKE THIS CUP
FROM MY HANDS
AND DRINK.

PRINCESSES
ORIGELD AND
ALDIS.
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HIGHNESS,
LET ME BE
THE FIRST.
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YOU ARE
MOsT
DOWAGER
QUEEN.
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MANY
THANKS,
YOUR
ROYAL
HIGHNESS
!
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SHE'S SO » &

LDIS,
/ |T'As Y?uR GRAC’EFUL
TURN! '
== ’/—’/

YES!

7

OH...
AYUMI'S
ACT LIVES
UP TO HER




sensei?

Tsukikage- :‘



W

FAILED!

oo |
|

Z\ TSLKIKAGE-
SENSEl |

ALDIS CHARACTER IS

NAIVE BUT GENTLE, I OFFERED
HOW CAN SHE HAS THIS TEA TO MY
THAT KIND OF GRANDDAUGHTER,
EXPRESSION IN FRONT PRINCESS
OF THE POWAGER ALDIS!

QUEEN?

I WAS YOUR FACE AND
o ATTITUDE WERE 50
[ IWASIN TEN:EsIEé%iL}FIKE
7N FRONT OF THE
/] DOWAGER LOOKING AT THE

J1\ aueeN... DOWAGER QUEEN!
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you
HARDLY
KNOW HER.
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BESIDES

THEY BOTH

TO THINK
THAT SHE PUT

ACTED
PRETTY
WELL.

AYUMI DOWN
LIKE THAT.
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Princess Ald
beautiful like a
rose...
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I HEARD

NO IT SEEMS
WONDER, AVUMI

IT'S SUCH A || succesTED
MISCAST 1

Himekawa’s




CHANGE
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I CAN'T

I MISS MY GET USED

SIX-TATAMI
APARTMENT




WELL,
TO TELL THE
TRUTH IT
RINGS A BELL

YOU CAN
PLAY THE
PIANO,
HAYAMI-SAN
?




I'd never have Daito’s

aquessed that 2 heartless
someone like him " workaholic
would like such a i

beautiful piece.
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RS S

; HAYAM-
k-ﬁ\l.'d,\/‘ > SAN
WHY ARE
you
UTAKO-SAN HERE?
ASKED ME TO

COME AND CHECK |
IF AYUMI-KLIN AND i |
THE NANNY ARE \
OKAY¢ S e A? [
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YOU'RE STILL AS BUT You ( you [ YOU SHOULD
CHIBI, PLA, HAVEN'T ( SWAPPED { THINK ABOUT
CLUELESS, CHANGED LIVES WITH \2 YOUR RIVALRY

QUICK-TEMPERED AT ALL. / AYUM... ‘ WITH AYUMI.

AND IMPERTINENT A WHAT ARE YOU

AS ALWAYS.

DOING HERE?

THAT'S

JUST LIKE THERE'S NOTHING WELL, SORRY
You, TM WRONG WITH THAT FOR BEING CHIBI,
CETTING BUT T COULDN'T PLAN, CLUELESS,

CARE LESS. IRRITABLE AND

IMPERTINENT!
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DO T LOOK \
LIKE SOMEONE | _
oy ) poovu |

HIMSELF IN SLICH g TO PICK ON 5
NONSENSES TO 2

3> \




AYUMI 1S
A SUPERB
ACTRESS.

IF THIS
GOES ON,
PRINCESS

ORIGELD WILL
STEAL THE
PLAY.

\/)ﬁ&/ i

BETTER
I'VE GO
ACHIEVED NOW,

AND You I CAME TO
AREN'T, / SEE FOR
JusT AS T MYSELF IF YOU

ARE SUITABLE
FOR THE ROLE
OF ALDIS...




I VALUE
MY LIFE!

NP 2
VRS @ HAYAMI-SAN!
T'LL PLAY A
o WONDERFUL

S

/

WHEN YOou
SEE ME ON
STAGE YOU'LL
EAT YOUR
WORDS!

YOU ARE
TAKING THE




JUusT WAIT AND SEE!
I'LL BE SO BEAUTIFUL
AND REFINED THAT
T'LL LEAVE YOU
FLABBERGASTED!

REALLY? /
I CAN'T WAIT /
TO SEE SUCH

A MIRACLE!

THE MATTER
HAYAMI-SAN
2
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CHANGE
MY FACE

HUMILIAT-
ING!
N
Q
e
T KNEW IT,
ICANT
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JusT WAIT
AND SEE!
I'LL
BECOME SO
BEAUTIFUL




Would a girl like

Aldis like that? Trauwmerei...

HAS SHE WITHDRAWN
HAPPYNESS SHE MUsST
FORSAKEN? BE.

BAR'D AM T FROM
l HER PRESENCE,
YET IT IS BEKNOWN'ST
TO Me HOW IN
LITERARY REPOSE
DOES SHE PASS HER
IMPRISONED HOURS.

AND BRING
HER SOME
LITTLE JOY.




| won't
lose to
you!

Il

The cup
of tea the
Powager
i Queen offered
we...
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In the end | am
still unable fo
poriray Origeld’s
character!

A room
without
sunlight

Stagnant
air...




The bitterness
of being framed
and the pain of

having her mother
murdered...

Abandoned by
her father...

Princess
Origeld...

Thrown intfo
prison

Alove in
the dark...




LOVELY AND
TEMPERATE
THE WHISPERS
SAY.

MY
SISTER ALDIS,
WHOM T KNOW

PERSEPHONE,
INFUSED ARE

THOSE AROUND |,
HER BY LIGHT AND ()
™

BELOVED
OF ZeUs.
EVERY WHIM
IS GRANTED

BELOVED BY HER
SUBJECTS ALL,
AS A DULCET
ANGEL FROM
HEAVEN BORN...




MY

THE SPRING
GODDESS...!

SISTER,

MY
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ONLY
SISTER
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My

sister...

My sister
Origeld...
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¢ SOME NOTES ABOUT THIS CHAPTER.

‘\' -E_y Wifxou
(: Tatami

% In Japan, the size of a

ry room is typically measured

(‘/ By the numeer of tatami
& mats. Made of woven

I straw, and traditionally

() packed with straw (thouah
‘3\ Nnowadays sometives with

‘ stywofoam), tatami are

C made in individual mats of

‘\_' uniform size and shape,

o BoOrdered By Brocade or
4 plain areen cloth,

#\,_ A six-mat apartmentt like ‘
s Maya's is auite small. Six-mat room with tatami flooring ‘s
~ )

¢ e

C Traumerei D

" ¢
~ )

) Traumerei (Reverie) is "

numeer T £rom a collection &
¥ called "Scenes from r}

# Childhood" By R.osert "'\d'

C Schumann, one of the most :)

" famous romantic composers ‘

o) of the nineteenth century. ™
" H's a very slow piece put ;)

4 nevertheless rather short ‘o

97 H captures the innocence of by
4 childhood in 8 nostalaic way, f)

# i

P
\ 7
/ <
/ ¥

(ﬂj Rosert Schumann

T T T T

g bg2 Lgp> Lg> Lgx Lgs Lgs Fgs Lgx Ly Py Lgn




