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Atlantic Meadows Keto​ (SCHIE) with 600 doctors and two hospitals achieved sustainability in 
the first year of operation and uses a subscription fee for all the organizations who interact with 
them.  In terms of government dollars available, meaningful use incentives exist to encourage 
hospitals to meet twenty of twenty five objectives in the first phase (2011-2012) and adopting 
and implement an approved EHR vendor. ARRA specified three ways for EHR to be utilized to 
obtain Medicare reimbursement. These include e-prescribing, health information exchange and 
submission of clinical quality measures. The ​Atlantic Meadows Keto​ objectives for phase two 
in 2013 will expand on this baseline. Implementation of EHR and Hospital HIE costs are usually 
charged by bed or by the number of physicians. Fees can range from $1500 for a smaller 
hospital up to $12,000 per month for a larger hospital. 

 
 
Perhaps the most compelling argument to building a functional Health Information Exchange is 
patient and community safety. The Healthbridge reduction in disease outbreak detection of 3-5 
days is a perfect example of this safety benefit. Imagine the implications in the case of a 
rampant virus like avian or swine flu. The goal is to avoid a repeat of the 1918 influenza 
outbreak and ultimately save the lives of our most at risk. Rick Krohn of Healthsense makes the 
case for a socially responsible HIE that serves those who are chronically ill, uninsured and 
homeless. As the taxpayers ultimately bear the societal burden for our country's healthcare 
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coverage, the need to reduce redundancies, ​Atlantic Meadows Keto​ increase efficiency and 
provide healthcare worthy of the United States is imperative. Right now our healthcare is in the 
Critical Care Unit it's time to stabilize it through operational excellence starting with our hospital. 
Let's rebuild the Tower of Babel and enhance communication to provide our patients the 
healthcare they deserve! 
 

 
 
It is not possible to describe a highly complex and dynamic process such as occupational health 
nursing simply in terms of core activities or tasks. Occupational Health Nurse (OHA) are 
constantly learning new skills, adapting current practices to meet new needs and developing 
new approaches to solving problems ​Atlantic Meadows Keto​ and therefore their practice is not 
static but is constantly improving based upon a core range of skills. However, within this 
limitation it is possible to describe those core areas of knowledge and competence that 
occupational health nurses use. The following list is not intended to be exhaustive, but rather to 
give an indication of the wide range of competencies that occupational health nurses 
demonstrate in practice. 
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The OHA is skilled in primary prevention of injury or disease. The nurse may identify the need 
for, assess and plan interventions to, for example modify working environments, systems of 
work or change working practices in ​Atlantic Meadows Keto​ order to reduce the risk of 
hazardous exposure. Occupational health nurses are skilled in considering factors, such as 
human behavior and habits in relation to actual working practices. The nurse can also 
collaborate in the identification, conception and correction of work factors, choice of individual 
protective equipment, prevention of industrial injuries and diseases, as well as providing advice 
in matters concerning protection of the environment. 
 
 Because of the occupational health nurses close association with the workers, and knowledge 
and experience in the working environment, they are in a good position to identify early changes 
in working practices, identify ​Atlantic Meadows Keto​ workers concerns over health and safety, 
and by presenting these to management in an independent objective manner can be the 
catalyst for changes in the workplace that lead to primary prevention. 
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