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WELCOME TO OUR 2013 FORMULA 1 SEASON GUIDE,  

the first issue of the new-look AUTOSPORT. This magazine is 

literally bigger than before and, we hope, better than ever, too.

Our team of experts has been pounding the pitlane and paddock during 

testing at Barcelona to give you the inside line on every team and each 

driver (and yes, Sutil and Bianchi are in the correct places!) ahead of the 

opening grand prix of the season in Melbourne in just 10 days’ time.

We’ve gathered the expertise of Damon Hill and Anthony Davidson 

for our in-depth F1 preview, as well as the thoughts of Sir Stirling Moss 

about life as a Mercedes superstar and how he thinks Lewis Hamilton 

will fare. Over the coming weeks you’ll see our new style of race reportage, 

detailing far more of the ‘why’ rather than the ‘what’. With news dating 

so quickly in this internet age, we’ve bite-sized many stories to free-up 

space to develop deeper-read analysis of the topics that really matter. 

Our aim is to deliver a weekly compendium of the week’s essential 

events and agenda-setting scrutiny of the hottest topics, and to keep 

making the best motor racing weekly in the world. 

Who’s in the mix?

We look behind the 

times, page 14 

C O N T E N T S
March 7 2013 – vol 211 no 10
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T H E  B I G  P I C T U R E
Even three-time world champions aren’t always perfect!  
Sebastian Vettel experiences gravel rash in testing at 
Barcelona’s Turn 5 last week in his new Red Bull RB9
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A while ago when I heard 

there was potential that he 

would get the seat, I said I 

would pray for him, that I 

really hoped he gets it, 

that he deserves it

Lewis Hamilton on what he told 
old friend Adrian Sutil via email

Bianchi takes Razia’s 
place at Marussia

Adrian Sutil returns to F1 with Force India 
this season after beating Jules Bianchi to the 
second seat alongside Paul di Resta. Force 
India had attempted to build a deal for Bianchi 
around a Ferrari engine supply contract for 
2014, but this did not come off.

Sutil, a veteran of 90 grands prix for 
Spyker/Force India from 2007-2011, insists 
that he deserves a second chance despite last 
year’s conviction for causing grievous bodily 
harm to Lotus team co-owner Eric Lux.

Sutil said of the incident: “Everyone can 
make mistakes in life. If you never make 
mistakes you will never grow.”

SUTIL MAKES 
COMEBACK
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After missing out on the Force India drive, Jules 
Bianchi sealed an 11th-hour deal to race for Marussia 
this season. This followed the team’s decision to 
terminate Luiz Razia’s contract. 

Razia had been signed on the basis of significant 
backing, and after a seven-figure sum was paid ahead 
of the first test at Jerez, a subsequent payment was 
missed. The team allowed an extension but when the 
final deadline passed last Friday afternoon, the deal 
with Bianchi was completed.

The key stories from the past seven days
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Bianchi in action

for Marussia
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This week in F1



Both Williams and Caterham dropped the vanes 
located in the Coanda channel of their cars at the final 
Barcelona test. This followed the FIA informing both 
teams that it considered their designs to be illegal 
because the sides of the channel were no longer 
vertical or sloping outwards.

FIA BLOCKS RENAULT 
ENGINE MAP CHANGE
Renault has been prevented from making changes 
to its baseline engine map this year. The FIA has 
informed the French manufacturer that the baseline 
engine maps, from which it is not allowed to 
diverge by more than two per cent, must remain 
unchanged for 2013.
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The 2013 Castrol EDGE Grand Prix Predictor is open for entries. Test 

your F1 knowledge against an expert panel comprising Karun 

Chandhok, Timo Glock and triple WTCC champion Andy Priaulx by 

predicting the top 10 in each GP. Players who sign-up by March 11 

will also be entered into a prize draw to win a 10” Samsung Tab 2 

tablet device. Visit predictor.autosport.com to play.

Controversial exhaust 
vanes are dropped

Modified Williams

exhausts comply

with the rules

VALSECCHI’S OUTING
Davide Valsecchi had a surprise call-up  
to drive for Lotus in place of an ill Kimi 
Raikkonen on the third day of last week’s 
Barcelona test. The GP2 champion completed 
16 laps before Romain Grosjean took over.

Tim Goss has been promoted to 
technical director at McLaren 
after Paddy Lowe committed 
to joining Mercedes from 2014.

McLaren managing director 
Jonathan Neale denied that 

losing Lowe had been a 
“management slip-up” and 
said: “Slavery was abolished 
a long period of time ago. 
It’s really difficult to 
indenture someone.”

Goss becomes McLaren’s 
new technical director

Alexander Rossi and 
former HRT Friday driver 
Ma Qing Hua will be 
Caterham’s reserves in 
2013. Ma will dovetail 
this role with racing for 
the Caterham GP2 team.

CATERHAM 
REVEALS 
RESERVES

Hari Roberts has joined 
Caterham as head of aero. 
Roberts previously worked 
at Jordan and Renault/
Lotus alongside Caterham 
technical director Mark 
Smith at both teams.

CATERHAM 
AERO 
BOOST

Luiz Razia isn’t the 
first driver to have his 
F1 debut snatched 
from him.

Jose Maria Lopez
Brought 
substantial 
sponsorship to 
race for the new USF1 
outfit for 2010, only 
for the team to 
collapse before the 
season started. 

Oliver Gavin
Was due to race 
for Pacific in the 
1995 Australian 
GP but was informed 
after his seat-fitting 
that he wouldn’t be 
driving. The official 
reason was a 
Superlicence glitch.

Christophe 
Bouchut
Was set to race 
for Larrousse in 1995, 
but the French outfit 
was disbanded, 
leaving him in F3000.

TOP 3...
Near-miss 
F1 careers 

12
Out of the 22 drivers who will start the season-opening
Australian Grand Prix, a remarkable 12 of them – over
half – came through the ASM/ART Grand Prix team.
They are: Sebastian Vettel, Romain Grosjean, Lewis
Hamilton, Nico Rosberg, Nico Hulkenberg, Esteban
Gutierrez, Paul di Resta, Adrian Sutil, Pastor Maldonado,
Valtteri Bottas, Giedo van der Garde and Jules Bianchi.

JAAFAR GETS 
MERC RUN
Malaysian Jazeman Jaafar will drive a 
Mercedes F1 car in a demo around the 
Petronas Twin Towers in Kuala Lumpur on 
March 17. The 2012 British F3 runner-up 
will share the driving with Sam Bird. 

Luiz Razia is determined to 
recover from losing his 
Marussia drive after being 
let down by his sponsor. “I 
did everything right, but it 
was just a circumstantial 
thing that happened,” he 
said. “But I’m still here.”

Razia not 
giving up

Razia had two

F1 test days

Chinese racer

Ma in GP2 testing

T H I S  W E E K  I N  F 1
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T
he final Barcelona test appeared to suggest that the 
top five Formula 1 teams may be separated by only a 
couple of tenths in qualifying (see p17). If this proves to 

be the case, that’s effectively the whole Q3 part of the grid. 
We shouldn’t be too confident in predicting actual form, 

based as it is on so many assumptions, but if that turns out 
to be accurate it has some intriguing implications. If Red 
Bull, Lotus, Mercedes, Ferrari and McLaren really are all of  
a group, and if they are only a few tenths clear of Williams 
(and maybe Force India and Sauber too), then it would 
probably be necessary even for potential pole contenders to 
make two option-tyre runs in Q2 in order to graduate to Q3.

Pirelli reckons it has increased the performance gap 
between the compounds as part of its new range of tyres,  
so that the option is expected to be worth at least 0.5-0.6s 
over the prime. Therefore two good, option-tyred runs in 
Q2 from a lower-order team would likely knock out any  
top car trying to get by on just a single Q2 run, thereby 
compounding the dilemma created by having an extra two 
genuinely fast cars in the mix compared to last year, when 
only four of those big five had genuinely competitive 
machines at any one time – and when the spread among 
them was much bigger than 0.2s. If our 2013 testing 

‘‘We may get middle-order teams filling the

 top of the grid but racing on knackered tyres’’ 

analysis turns out to be accurate, there would no longer be  
a couple of ‘soft’ Q3 places available that allowed you to save 
tyres in Q2. Furthermore, the pressure to use up a set of 
options even in Q1 is increased by the fact that HRT has 
gone, so there will be two scalps stuck there in addition  
to the cars of Marussia and Caterham. 

But though the pressure to use up your tyres on Saturday 
has increased, the penalty for that becomes harsher on 
Sunday. Bring into the mix that the tyres have deliberately 
been made to degrade faster to ensure more pitstops, and 
suddenly there are yet more Sunday upsides of saving tyres 
on Saturday. With shorter stint lengths, each extra lap  
you can avoid putting on your tyres in qualifying is extra 
valuable. At circuits where overtaking is possible, where 
starting position is not necessarily king, there may be  
real benefits in not even making Q3. Or at least in not 
sacrificing new tyres if you get there. 

Think back to Kimi Raikkonen almost winning from  
11th on the Bahrain grid last year, or Sergio Perez taking 
sparkling podiums from unpromising slots of 15th and  
13th respectively in Canada and Italy. These results were 

AUTOSPORT  COLUMNS

based largely on the big tyre-strategy advantage that 
resulted from not making Q3. In the case of Lotus and 
Raikkonen it was a deliberate decision, surrendering 
surefire Q3 qualification by spurning a second Q2 run.  
In the Perez examples it was more of a happy upshot  
after genuinely failing to make the run-off. 

For 2013 there are a lot of factors apparently pushing  
you further in the direction of just opting out of Q3. Will 
any of the top teams be brave enough to gamble the way 
Lotus did with Raikkonen in Bahrain last year? If that 
should turn out to be the foundation for a victory, could  
the tactic become more widespread? Taken to its logical 
conclusion, we may get the fascinating prospect of the 
middle-order teams filling the top half of the grid but 
consigned to racing on knackered old tyres, with the  
truly fast cars in the middle of the grid all on nice  
new fresh rubber and at a strategic advantage.

Mixing the fast cars up with the slow in order to get 
overtaking has long been one of the wishes of the 
regulation makers. Has F1 just stumbled onto the  
ideal set of circumstances to create exactly that? 
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Mark Hughes
Access all areas

We could be facing a season of top teams 
sacrificing Q3 for tyre strategy. Which 
means jumbled grids and great racing

Raikkonen sat out

Q3 in Bahrain last

year, yet nearly

won the race 
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 As F1 teams get ready to head to Australia, AUTOSPORT picks out the                            hints from testing about the competitive order 

Red Bull narrowly    out front 

A 
glance at the headline times 
from last week’s final 
pre-season Formula 1 test  

at Barcelona shows that Red Bull 
was 2.384 seconds off the pace. Yet 
by common consensus, the team that 
has dominated the sport for the past 
three years heads into next week’s 
first race of the season in Australia 
with a slender advantage of perhaps a 
couple of tenths of a second over the 
chasing pack. Given the assumptions 
inherent in estimating performance, 
two tenths is hardly decisive.

Red Bull keeps its cards very close 
to its chest in testing and rarely runs 
with much less than half a tank of fuel 
on board. It also did relatively little 
running during the best of the track 
conditions on the final two days of 
the test. This makes it very difficult 
to make a fair comparison.

AUTOSPORT’s Mark Hughes 
explains on page 17 the mesh of 
assumptions, experience and evidence 
that leads to the conclusion that Red 
Bull has the edge. This also suggests 
that the chasing pack of Ferrari, Lotus, 
Mercedes and McLaren is jockeying to 
be the leading challenger. You can even 
make a strong case for Mercedes to  
be the best-placed of that quartet.

“One team that have been 
consistently quick and consistent in 
their runs are Mercedes, more than 
anyone else,” said Jenson Button on 
Saturday. His was not a lone voice, 
with plenty of admiring comments 
flying around the paddock. Last season 

make set-up changes to the car. 
Despite that, he is confident that, 
fundamentally, the car is promising.

“It’s a nice car to drive and there’s 
nothing that scares me about it, but  
I still feel that we can do a lot more 
with it than we are at the moment,” he 
said. “That’s the exciting part – there 
is still room for improvement.”

Lotus has also had its problems, 
completing less mileage than any other 
team at Barcelona thanks to technical 
issues that it is confident will not carry 
over into the season. But the car has 
been arguably the standout machine on 
handling. The improved tyre-warm-up 
characteristics from the 2013 Pirelli 
rubber should ease the qualifying 
problems Lotus had last year. 

At Ferrari, Fernando Alonso has 
talked up expectations of gunning for 
the world championship, although the 
2005/06 champion has hinted that 
there is still ground to be made up. 
An aggressive series of upgrades is 
planned for early in the season, 
starting in Australia, with the F138 
still appearing to lack the traction and 
rear downforce of some of its rivals. 
But technical director Pat Fry believes 
that understanding, not raw pace, 
will be key early on.

“There are still going to be a lot of 
people learning things in Melbourne,” 
said Fry. “Here [Barcelona], the tyres 
grain massively so what you see here 
is not necessarily going to carry over 
to Melbourne. There will be a few 
surprised and a few shocked people.”

Mercedes also started strongly, with 
Michael Schumacher qualifying 
second in Australia, and the early 
indicators are that tyre degradation 
should not be as big a problem for 
the team as it was last year. 

Mercedes’ Nico Rosberg accepts that 
the team is in a better position than it 
was 12 months ago, but remains wary. 

“You need to be really careful about 

the pace,” he said. “I know for a fact 
that other competitors haven’t shown 
anything near what they’re able to do. 
Red Bull is a big uncertainty.”

McLaren has shown regular flashes 
of pace, but Button has admitted that 
the team’s understanding of the 
MP4-28 is still not as comprehensive 
as it should be. This is exacerbated 
by the length of time it is taking to 

Red Bull has

stayed in the 

shadows during

pre-season

Could Merc emerge

from the chasing pack?
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 As F1 teams get ready to head to Australia, AUTOSPORT picks out the                            hints from testing about the competitive order 

Red Bull narrowly    out front 
TRACKSIDE 
ANALYSIS
Our technical expert Gary Anderson
went trackside at Barcelona last 
week to run the rule over the cars 
once they had bolted on their 
Melbourne-specification parts.

RED BULL 
The RB9 hasn’t done the eye-
catching laptimes, but on the track 
the car looks very good. It has grip 
and a good balance, and drivers can 
put the power down with confidence 
and no major dramas. We never saw 
the car on anything like low fuel, but 
there’s no reason why it won’t be 
very competitive once it is.

McLAREN
This is a confusing case. At Jerez the 
car appeared to have fundamental 
understeer that was there even 
when going slower in the corners. 
At Barcelona there were places 
where it was very obvious that the 
front end was giving up. Maybe it’s 
because McLaren hasn’t got on top 
of the pullrod front suspension.

FERRARI
We saw the F138 on low fuel, which 
made it look much livelier than the 
Red Bull ever did. On fresh rubber it 
looks pretty good, but the rear end 
does tend to give up a little. It’s not 
a major problem because it’s very 
progressive and certainly fixable. But 
the danger is that you compromise 
other areas by fixing it.

LOTUS
Just as last year, the car looks very 
good. When the drivers brake late, 
it’s always easy to get it into the apex 
and that suggests a strong front end. 
It looked good in the damp as well, 
suggesting traction is good. 
Hopefully there is a little more 
downforce than last year’s E20 had.

MERCEDES
The F1 W04 has been the surprise 
package. The drivers can really lean 
on the car. There’s always a touch of 
understeer or oversteer, but the car 
is very responsive. Ultimately, how 
good it is depends on the fuel loads 
that the team has been running.

PASSIVE DRS

FRONT WING

→
The top arrow indicates 
the inlet duct for the new 

passive DRS. Unlike designs 
tried by other teams, this 
system uses the differing 
pressure characteristics of 
the area behind the beam 
wing itself. The upper-flow 
route goes through a 
‘periscope’ to partially stall 
the upper wing surface.
Gary Anderson: “Red Bull 
has the inlet for the duct just 
ahead of the beam wing to 
use the consistent low 
pressure behind it. As the 
speed of the car increases, 
so the negative pressure 
behind the upper wing will 
grow faster than that behind 
the beam wing. At some 
point the negative pressure 
of the upper wing will 
overtake that behind the 
beam wing and the flow  
will switch to the upper, 
reducing the drag. It’s 
probably a better system 
than the fluidic switch 
designs we’ve seen on other 
cars as the pressure will  
be more consistent.”

→
Red Bull’s new wing features 
extra ducts (1) in the endplate 

feeding into the multiple slot gaps 
situated in the transition between  
main plane and endplate, which were 
introduced in the latter part of last year. 
The attachments of the upper flaps to 
the endplate (2) are more rounded than 
before. The vortex generator (3) has  
also been given enhanced curvature.
Gary Anderson: “If you have a bigger 
endplate section, you have a smaller wing 
section and you’re trying to find what 
gives the most downforce for the least 
sensitivity.The performance of these slot 
gaps at the outboard end work hand in 

hand with the underside of the wing. As 
the car rolls under cornering, that outer 
part of the wing gets very close to the 
ground and tends to stall. The bump on 
the underside is there to prevent that. 
Because it’s not as prone to switching 
off as a flat panel would be, this gives 
you a bit of an air cushion and keeps 
the outer part of the wing working.”

RED BULL BARCELONA UPDATES
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and the surrounding area:

• Over 800 rooms to choose from
• Trackside hotels available
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• Transport to Monaco available
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Watch the race from the best locations
around the circuit with VIP hospitality:

• 10+ locations to choose from

• Exclusive Hotel de Paris suites

• Shared or private facilities

• Fully catered VIP hospitality
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Senate Grand Prix has the contacts
and know how to open all doors to you
in Monaco:

• Meeting drivers and teams
• Exclusive party access
• Dinner at the best restaurants
• Senate Concierge service

Tel: +44 (0) 1342 830495
f1racing@senategrandprix.com
www.senategrandprix.com/f1racing

Please call us now or visit
our website for more details
of the packages we offer for
the 2013 Monaco Grand Prix

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing the F1TM teams, drivers,
sponsors, as well as a vast array of corporate and private clients with
the finest hotel accommodation and race viewing hospitality for the
worlds most glamorous race.

Monaco Grand Prix 2013
The finest selection of accommodation,
race-viewing and exclusive hospitality
packages.
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 MARK HUGHES gives an insight into how things might look in Australia, 

 based on the usual pre-season test behaviour of the top F1 teams 

LAPTIME ANALYSIS:

QUALIFYING HINTS
W

ith a vast range of fuel 
and tyre variables, it’s 
very difficult to judge the 

relative performance of the 2013 cars. 
But last week’s final pre-season test 
– with teams having had plenty of 
time to understand their cars and the 
Melbourne-specification packages 
being added – offered the best 
opportunity to have a stab at calling 
the competitive order. 

Each team has its own baseline fuel 
weight, which it uses for testing and 

practice. They will fuel to this set 
baseline, plus enough fuel for the 
number of laps planned for the run. 
The laptime penalty for the weight 
will be known, meaning it’s simple 
to calculate how fast the car could go 
without revealing it to the world.

By analysing the test times from 
last year, compared with the 
competitive order revealed at the 
season-opening Australian GP, we can 
estimate baseline weights that each 
team ran pre-season.

LONG RUNS 
LOOK GOOD 
FOR LOTUS

The long runs during Barcelona 
testing were inconclusive, with 
insufficiently lengthy stints to make 
judgements on either Ferrari or 
Red Bull. But there were indications 
that Lotus excels when it comes to 
making the tyres last. 

FEBRUARY 21
Romain Grosjean, Lotus
This afternoon run, included in our 
long-run analysis last week 
(AUTOSPORT, February 28) included 
a stint during which Grosjean showed 
remarkable consistency with by far 
and away the best degradation we 
saw from anyone. Taking fuel effect 
into account, he lost just five-
hundredths of a second per lap 
through degradation.

MARCH 3
Jenson Button, McLaren 
The McLaren driver completed a
14-lap run on hard Pirellis on Sunday 
afternoon. Taking into account the 
fuel effect, 1.274s for that length 
of run, he was lapping around 2.4s 
slower at the end. That equates to 
a tyre degradation per lap of 0.26s. 
A second run using the same tyre 
compound was better, with Button 
losing around 0.23s per lap. He 
then completed a 10-lap run on 
medium-compound rubber, with a 
fuel effect of 0.91s and degradation 
figure of 0.21s per lap.

MARCH 3
Nico Rosberg, Mercedes 
Rosberg completed a 16-lap run on 
medium rubber on Sunday 
afternoon. Taking into account a fuel 
effect of 1.456s, he was lapping 
1.06s slower by the end of it. This 
equates to deg of 0.157s per lap. 

Teams will have a

rough idea of how

Oz GP grid will look

Car parts and fuel

loads are shrouded

in secrecy at tests
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ESTIMATED TESTING FUEL LOADS

Red Bull  70kg

McLaren & Lotus  60kg

Apart from Mercedes, which 
showed an anomalous pattern, the 
others appear to have run between 
10kg and 30kg as a baseline weight. 

It’s quite normal for teams to use 
the same baseline fuel weight from 
one year to the next, as it enables 
direct comparison with last year’s car. 

So if we apply these assumed 
baseline weights to the 2013 test 
times, we get the following calculated 
theoretical best laps of Barcelona this 
year in qualifying trim.

THEORETICAL BEST LAPS

Red Bull  1m19.3s

Ferrari/Mercedes/Lotus/McLaren  1m19.5s

Williams (believed to be on 70kg) 1m19.8s

There are a lot of assumptions in 
there, but they are logical ones and it’s 
intriguing that they suggest such an 
incredibly tightly-packed competitive 
order ahead of the first race.



LONGEST RUNS PER TYRE COMPOUND

WINTER TEST CHAMPIONSHIP
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F1 TEST TIMES, BARCELONA, FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 3

POS DRIVER  CAR THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 Nico Rosberg (D) Mercedes F1 W04 – 1m26.655s – 1m20.130s

2 Fernando Alonso (E) Ferrari F138 – 1m27.878s – 1m20.494s

3 Lewis Hamilton (GB) Mercedes F1 W04 1m24.348s – 1m20.558s –

4 Felipe Massa (BR) Ferrari F138 1m27.541s – 1m21.266s –

5  Jenson Button (GB) McLaren-Mercedes MP4-28 – 1m23.181s – 1m21.444s

6 Nico Hulkenberg (D) Sauber-Ferrari C32 – 1m23.744s – 1m21.541s

7 Adrian Sutil (D) Force India-Mercedes VJM06 – 1m24.215s 1m21.627s –

8 Kimi Raikkonen (FIN) Lotus-Renault E21 – – – 1m21.658s

9 Paul di Resta (GB) Force India-Mercedes VJM06 1m27.107s – – 1m21.664s

10 Pastor Maldonado (YV) Williams-Renault FW35 – 1m23.628s 1m22.305s 1m22.415s

11 Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Williams-Renault FW35 1m26.458s – 1m22.468s 1m22.524s

12 Sebastian Vettel (D) Red Bull-Renault RB9 – 1m23.743s – 1m22.514s

13 Esteban Gutierrez (MEX) Sauber-Ferrari C32 1m26.574s – 1m22.553s –

14 Mark Webber (AUS) Red Bull-Renault RB9 1m22.693s – 1m22.658s –

15 Sergio Perez (MEX) McLaren-Mercedes MP4-28 1m26.538s – 1m22.694s –

16 Romain Grosjean (F) Lotus-Renault E21 1m34.928s 1m22.716s 1m23.380s –

17 Charles Pic (F) Caterham-Renault CT03 1m28.64ss – – 1m23.115s

18 Jules Bianchi (F) Marussia-Cosworth MR02 – – 1m24.028s 1m23.167s

19 Jean-Eric Vergne (F) Toro Rosso-Ferrari STR8 1m25.017s – 1m23.223s –

20 Davide Valsecchi (I) Lotus-Renault E21 – – 1m23.448s –

21 Daniel Ricciardo (AUS) Toro Rosso-Ferrari STR8 – 1m25.483s – 1m23.628s

22 Max Chilton (GB) Marussia-Cosworth MR02 1m28.166s 1m25.598s – 1m24.103s

23 Giedo van der Garde (NL) Caterham-Renault CT03 – 1m26.316s 1m24.235s –

26
NUMBER OF DRIVERS WHO APPEARED...

Sauber’s Gutierrez completed more laps than anyone else during testing. 
Force India returnee Sutil did the fewest laps by a race driver. What if overall test times counted for points? Using the regular points system, 

awarded for the top 10 in each of the three four-day tests, it looks good for 
Ferrari, with Felipe Massa winning on countback.

DRIVERS

1 Felipe Massa 37

2 Nico Rosberg 37

3 Fernando Alonso 36

4 Kimi Raikkonen 28

5 Sergio Perez 25

6 Romain Grosjean 24

7 Nico Hulkenberg 23

8 Sebastian Vettel 20

9 Lewis Hamilton 18

10 Jules Bianchi 15

CONSTRUCTORS

1 Ferrari 73

2 Mercedes 55

3 Lotus 52

4 McLaren 37

5 Sauber 31

6 Force India 26

7 Red Bull 20

8 Williams 6 

= Toro Rosso 6

10 Marussia 0

11 Caterham 0

6cLowest
track 
temperature

26c
Highest track temperature

Total laps: 10,902
Test 1: 3531
Test 2: 3439
Test 3: 3932

Test 2/3

Barcelona

Test 1

Jerez

Sauber

Mercedes

Ferrari

McLaren

Red Bull

Caterham

Toro Rosso

Force India

Marussia

Lotus

Williams

Esteban Gutierrez 607 laps

Adrian Sutil 249

3246

3297

3053

2976

2863

2804

2799

2783

2279

2192

1923

TOTAL 2013 CAR MILEAGE

Vettel

Alonso Sutil Maldonado Bottas Raikkonen Razia RossiterMassa

Button Perez Hamilton Ricciardo Vergne Rosberg Pic Chilton Bianchi

Webber Gutierrez Hulkenberg Di Resta Van Der Garde Grosjean De la Rosa Valsecchi

24 laps

36 laps

31 laps

16 laps

47 laps 48 laps
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RML IN THE WTCC

Pit & paddock
I’m really 

pleased to 

return to 

top-level 

racing. I still 

have a lot 

to learn in 

rallying and 

to improve 

I need to 

rack up 

the miles

Robert Kubica on what’s 
shaping up to be a busy 
year in WRC2 and ERC 
in his Citroen DS3 RRC.

Chilton gets 
RML Chevy

BRDC NAMES NEW SUPERSTARS
Auto GP champion Adrian 
Quaife-Hobbs, Jake Dennis, 
Jack Hawksworth, Sam 
Tordoff, Tom Sharp, Jack Goff 
and Jordan King have been 
added to the BRDC Superstars 

programme, joining the eight 
existing members: Ben Barker, 
Dean Stoneman, Jack Harvey, 
Alex Lynn, Jolyon Palmer, 
Oliver Rowland, Alex Brundle 
and Alexander Sims.

Olivier Pla and Andy Meyrick 
will race the latest version of the 
DeltaWing experimental racer on 
its debut at the Sebring 12 Hours 
on March 16. Team manager Dave 
Price, who has previously worked 
with both, said he wanted known 
quantities to race the car, which 
now has a Mazda-based Elan 
engine and will run on 
Bridgestone tyres. 

DELTAWING’S NEW LINE-UP

The key stories from the past seven days
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The French OAK Racing squad will have two 
Brits in its 2013 World Endurance Championship 
line-up after signing Alex Brundle and Martin 
Plowman. Brundle, who raced with OAK twice 
last year, will share one Morgan-Nissan LMP2 

with Olivier Pla and David Heinemeier Hansson, 
while Plowman, the class runner-up in the 
American Le Mans Series last year, will be 
joined in the other entry by Bertrand Baguette 
and Ricardo Gonzalez.

BRITS TO RACE FOR OAK

Chilton (r) with 

boss Ray Mallock
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RML will compete as an 
independent outfit in World 
Touring Cars this year after 
winning the past three titles 
as Chevrolet’s factory squad. 
Three-time world champion 
Yvan Muller will be joined in 
the two-car squad of Cruze 
1.6Ts by Tom Chilton, who 
moves over from the Arena 
Ford team in the wake of Rob 
Huff’s switch to SEAT squad 
Munnich Motorsport.

Not including 

reversed grids

ITV4’s WRC coverage does not currently 
extend beyond Rally Mexico highlights 
scheduled for March 12. As AUTOSPORT 
closed for press, the WRC’s promoter 
and the broadcaster had not reached 
an agreement for the rest of 2013.

MORE WRC TV 
UNCERTAINTY



CARROLL JOINS 
McLAREN ROSTER

RUSSIANS 
JOIN GP2

Auto GP in full flight
Auto GP chief Enzo Coloni believes his 
series’ heavily-revised Lola-Zytek is a 
big improvement on the machine it 
replaced after it was shaken down at 

Vallelunga last week. New team 
Ibiza Racing conducted the test 
with owner/driver Giuseppe Cipriani 
(below) behind the wheel.
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1NYE JOINS BTCC GRID

Welch Motorsport will field an S2000 

Ford Focus for BTCC rookie David  

Nye this year, alongside the planned 

continuation of Dan Welch’s programme 

with its NGTC Proton Persona.

MULLER’S F3 SWITCH
Sven Muller will switch from Prema 

Powerteam to Ma-con Motorsport for 

his second year of F3 European 

Championship competition. Meanwhile, 

Superstars team Romeo Ferraris will run 

a pair of Dallara-Mercedes with Michela 

Cerruti set to drive one of them.

BIRD’S FR3.5 RETURN
Sam Bird will return to Formula Renault 

3.5 at this week’s Paul Ricard test to act 

as a benchmark driver for the ISR team 

with which he raced last year. The 

26-year-old Brit will help the team’s only 

signed driver for 2013, Sergey Sirotkin.

AJ BACK IN NASCAR
AJ Allmendinger made a surprise 

NASCAR Sprint Cup return at Phoenix 

last weekend. Allmendinger, who is likely 

to run a partial IndyCar campaign with 

Penske this year, finished 11th in a 

Phoenix Racing Chevrolet.

BREEN ADDS CANARIES
Craig Breen has had his European Rally 

Championship programme increased 

from eight events to nine by Peugeot 

Sport. The Irishman will now also contest 

the Canaries Rally on March 21-23, 

boosting his title bid.

In brief

Hyundai Motorsport has revealed 
the second version of its i20 WRC 
and will begin testing the car out 
of its recently established German 
base in July.

The more purposeful-looking 
car was revealed at the Geneva 

Motorshow this week, where  
team principal Michel Nandan, 
who ran Peugeot’s 206 and 307 
WRC effort, told AUTOSPORT about 
the challenge of preparing for the 
Korean firm’s WRC return in January.

“Our target time is very short,” 

said Nandan. “We will start testing 
in July with another evolution of the 
car. Next year is a training year.”

Hyundai’s first 1600cc WRC 
engine has already run in Korea, 
where much of the engine work 
will be completed.

HYUNDAI’S PINS HOPES ON HOT NEW i20

Dillmann tested for new

team at Barcelona

Adam Carroll, who took Team Ireland 
to the final A1GP title in 2008/09, 
has been named as a factory McLaren 
GT driver, joining Alexander Sims, 
Rob Bell and Alvaro Parente. His first 
confirmed drive will be in a Gulf 
Racing MP4-12C GT3 alongside Bell 
and Nico Verdonck in a Pro line-up 
in the Blancpain Endurance Series. 
Andy Meyrick and Mike Wainwright 
will drive the team’s Pro-Am car.

Russian Time will race in GP2 this year 
after taking over the entry previously 
owned by the British iSport squad. 
Reigning Formula 2 champion Luciano 
Bacheta and GP2 racewinner Tom 
Dillmann tested for the Motopark-run 
outfit at Barcelona this week. The 
Frenchman also set the pace at last 
week’s Jerez test, driving for fellow 
newcomer Hilmer Motorsport.

IndyCar champion Ryan Hunter-Reay 
tested for Ed Carpenter Racing at 
Sonoma last week as his regular squad 
Andretti Autosport was not present.

Hunter-Reay said that the outing 
would help both teams move forward 
in the development stakes: “We found 

an opportunity to work together and 
develop a few things. It makes sense 
for all involved, and I get a different 
perspective on things, and Ed Carpenter 
Racing being a one-car team gets a 
different perspective as well. So it was 
a good opportunity.”

Hunter-Reay tests for Carpenter

FIVE ASTONS 
FOR LE MANS
Aston Martin will run a fifth car at the 
Le Mans 24 Hours after Extreme Speed 
Motorsports scratched its Ferrari entry. 

Aston’s additional Vantage GTE will run 
in the Pro class with a line-up chosen from 
seven hopefuls. Included on the list are 
ex-Formula Renault 3.5 racer Richie 
Stanaway, new Aston juniors Jonny Adam 
and Daniel McKenzie, and Pedro Lamy. 

ESM has withdrawn from Le Mans after 
switching its American Le Mans Series 
focus from GTs to LMP2. There is hope that 
its pair of HPD ARX-03b P2s could face 
full-season opposition from reigning class 
champions Level 5 Motorsports. 

Level 5 has confirmed its participation 
in the Sebring 12 Hours series opener with 
a line-up including Ryan Briscoe and 
Simon Pagenaud, but has yet to commit 
to the full season. Issues over tyre supply 
and the sporting regulations need to be 
addressed before it firms up its plans.

MOTORBASE’S 
NEW COLOURS
Motorbase Performance has 

unveiled the new livery 
for its trio of Ford 

Focuses to be 
raced by Mat 
Jackson, Aron 
Smith and  
Liam Griffin 
in the BTCC 
this season.





O
ne thing is certain: during the final Formula 1 test 
session at Barcelona, the emotive question of 
projected 2014 V6 engine-pricing levels stirred  

up paddock sentiment, for it appears they will run at 
approximately double the current V8 levels. The topic was 
much discussed after Renault announced its intentions of 
charging a targeted €20 million (£17m) per annual two-car 
supply – after deduction of marketing subsidies.

This, despite the trio of current engine suppliers 
requesting a seven-year stability period over which to 
amortise research-and-development costs, regulatory 
requirements that drivers use no more than five engines 
during 2014 and four thereafter, and the number of ‘hard’ 
components – and therefore machining/foundry costs – 
being reduced by approximately 25 per cent due to  
fewer numbers of parts in V6s versus V8s.

The new eco-friendly technology is, of course, extremely 
costly, not only due to its complex nature – ultra-high-
pressure direct fuel injection, energy-recovery units 
delivering a tenfold increase in regenerated output and 
compound turbocharging – but also through the fact that 
the five components sets are pioneering in virtually every 
respect, and developed specifically for these applications.

Although the other suppliers – at this stage Mercedes 

 ‘‘Customers believe they are bankrolling 

 newfangled technology for the M25’’ 

and Ferrari, with Honda strongly rumoured to be joining 
the fray in 2016 and a Volkswagen brand thereafter – have 
yet to announce prices, first-stage negotiations between 
suppliers and teams have commenced, and indications  
are that Renault’s projections are in the ballpark.

Speaking at the first public running of a 2014- 
specification engine during an exclusive media launch at  
its expansive facility in Viry-Chatillon, 20 miles south of 
Paris, Renault Sport F1 president Jean-Michel Jalinier told 
AUTOSPORT that teams currently pay €10m annually for 
engines and a further €5m for KERS/technical support.

On that basis a 33 per cent increase is, at first glance, not 
exorbitant, particularly given the hi-tech nature of the new 
units, plus the fact that their green credentials should 
empower teams to procure support from eco-sensitive 
companies who traditionally slammed doors in their faces.

On the flipside, though, three team principals spoken to 

  AUTOSPORT  COLUMNS

independently at Barcelona were adamant that their engine 
bills are nowhere near Jalinier’s figure, with one suggesting 
he paid a third of that after deductions for the marketing 
contributions his team negotiated. Another spoke of €8m 
for a fully-serviced engine supply, with an additional €1.5m 
for KERS. So, 50 per cent of Renault’s 2014 projection…

Those team principals also pointed out that R&D makes 
up significant proportions of the incremental cost, in turn 
to be written off over the life of the regulations. Why 
should the teams, they question, cover such activities 
when a primary goal behind the new formula is the 
(increasingly bilateral) link between road and track?

The customer teams believe they are, in effect, bankrolling 
road-car development programmes, for much of the 
newfangled technology will ultimately end up in the outer 
lane of the M25. In an interview Gaspar Gascon, Renault’s 
head of mechanical engineering, provided AUTOSPORT 
with examples of existing and proposed technology transfer, 
including downsizing, development of low-friction 
materials and energy storage batteries (Renault/Nissan is a 
leader in electric cars), rapid prototyping and staff rotation.

That customer teams are increasingly cash-strapped  
due to economic problems and F1’s inequitable revenue-
distribution structure is indisputable, as evidenced by their 

propensity for contracting ‘pay drivers’, many of whose 
contributions roughly equal current engine budgets.

In addition, all teams face significantly increased 2014 
chassis development costs, for the new season brings with 
it a raft of aerodynamic changes designed to offset the drop 
in overall car performance, while accommodating the new 
engines and their complex ancillaries requires starting with 
a clean sheet and minimal component carryover.

As always in F1, there exists no easy solution. Engine 
budgets of €20m could easily tip one or more teams over 
the edge, while upping pay-driver budgets will reduce their 
number or result in further decreases in quality. Either way, 
the show suffers, to the detriment of the engine suppliers.

By the same token, demands that engine makers further 
subsidise their programmes would likely result in reduction 
in their numbers, while making it unlikely F1 will attract 
newcomers. Forget friction circle, this is a vicious circle.
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Dieter Rencken

There was disquiet at last week’s Barcelona test 
       over the likelihood of hiked-up engine costs 
          when the new V6 turbos are introduced

F1’s political animal
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The Secret Driver
Getting onto the F1 grid for the first time 
may be everything a driver has ever worked 
for, but there’s so much else to deal with

A
s a new guy coming into your first Formula 1 
season, it’s a nervous, tense time. Honestly, you 
don’t know how good you’re going to be against 

the opposition. After the deal is signed you’ve got the 
initial euphoria that you’ve finally made it. Everything 
that you’ve been working towards for more than 50  
per cent of your life has now come to fruition. 

The press has been writing about you, everyone is 
happy. Your friends are sending you emails and tweets 
and the excitement is building. There’s expectation and 
there’s definitely a slight nervousness about whether  
it’s going to be OK, because even though you’ve got  
an ego, even though you’ve got a confidence, this is 
Formula 1. This is the big step. This is the big one. This 
is the point of no return, the point where you have  
to succeed. And that pressure starts to build. 

You go to the factory for your first introduction to 
your engineers and mechanics and it’s all smiles and 
brightness, but then the real work starts. In your first 
test you’ve got to understand the car, you’ve got to give 
detailed feedback in a way that you’ve never had to  
do before. Your team-mate on the other side of the 
garage instantly feels more comfortable because it’s 
maybe their second, third or fourth season. 

‘‘The adrenalin rush you get from your 

 first grand prix is an awesome moment’’ 

The reality is that you do have a lot to learn. But  
you have to just drive naturally, learn the team,  
learn the mechanics, learn what works and what  
doesn’t. You have to quickly know what you’ve got  
to focus on and what not to because there’ll be  
drags from every corner – from the press department 
wanting you to do an interview, or the marketing 
department and the sponsors wanting your time,  
or even your friends and family asking if they  
can come to a grand prix.

You never had any of this in GP2 or Formula 3, even 
when you were winning the championship. Now you 
have autosport.com following the tests live and they’re 
asking you questions and you don’t necessarily know all 
the answers. And an expectation about you starts to 
build, and it’s not necessarily what you think you  
can do – it’s what they expect you to do. 

AUTOSPORT  COLUMNS

Now you have to manage that 
expectation and you’ve got to do it 
quite cleverly, so it’s time to look at 
some of the other guys on the grid.  
One of the best is Fernando Alonso.  
He’s always downplaying things when he 
needs to, but he’s always holding up the  
positive when people don’t expect it – and  
usually he gets it right. If you’re clever, you  
watch the guys who have been around the  
block a few times. You try to pick up little  
tips from them, try to see what they’re doing 
right, what they’re doing wrong. 

In testing you never really know where  
you are. You get in the car and drive. You never 
really know whether the opposition are on  
low fuel loads or if they’re on the exact same  
set-up and car balance as you are. All you  
can know is how you get on in your own 
environment. Did you get in and feel good?  
Did you have a good rapport with the 
engineer? Are you able to work with the  
car and tune it to suit your driving style? 

As well as that, suddenly you’ve got big,  

heavy races coming up. Melbourne is not that hard 
physically, but then you go to Malaysia and the heat,  
and the humidity and the intensity – it’s tough. There  
is no time to try to develop extra stamina and strength  
if it’s not already in there. You’ve got to be in shape  
and hit that ground running.

The adrenalin rush that you get from sitting on  
the grid for your first-ever grand prix, it doesn’t  
matter if you’re in a car that’s on the last row or  
whether you’re in a car that’s going to be fighting at  
the front – it’s still an awesome moment. You’ve got  
to get on with the job and let it all flow, but the reality  
is that there is absolutely nothing that can truly prepare 
you for what is about to come up.

This is why you started racing in the first place, and 
sitting on the grand prix grid for your first Formula 1 
race in Australia is the best feeling in the world.

?

?

Hidden truths from the paddock
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Stallings bump-starts season

Edwards ends 70-race streak

nascar sprint cup  phoenix (usa), March 3, rd 2/36

grand-aM  austin (usa), March 2, rd 2/12

CARL EDWARDS PUT AN END TO A 
70-race barren spell in the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup by triumphing in a  
tense finish at Phoenix.

Having beaten Dale Earnhardt Jr’s 
Hendrick Chevrolet out of the pits at 
the final round of stops, the Roush 
Fenway Ford driver held his nerve, 
nursing his fuel load through a 
green-white-chequered finish that 
increased the race distance by three 
laps as Jimmie Johnson and Brad 
Keselowski tried unsuccessfully  
to track and pass him.

The battle between the Daytona 
500 winner’s Hendrick Chevy and 
champion Keselowski’s Penske Ford 

was an intense one; so much so that 
Denny Hamlin was able to force his 
Toyota past both, only to bang doors 
with Johnson and drop to third in  
a frantic dash to the finish.

Hamlin had started at the back 
following a pre-race engine change. 
His Joe Gibbs Racing team-mate Kyle 
Busch had the same problem, and 
finished 23rd after an early spin.

Earnhardt faded to fifth behind 
Keselowski, but ahead of Clint 
Bowyer (Waltrip Toyota).

Polesitter Mark Martin led 75 laps,  
but an extra pitstop for a loose wheel 
put him out of sync. He finished 21st.

Danica Patrick’s race ended 

violently – a puncture sent her into 
the wall and then the path of a flat- 
out David Ragan. Both were unhurt.
l Dylan Jacobs

RESULTS

1 Carl Edwards (Ford Fusion), 316 laps in 

3h00m15s; 2 Jimmie Johnson (Chevrolet SS), 

+1.024s; 3 Denny Hamlin (Toyota Camry); 4 Brad 

Keselowski (Ford); 5 Dale Earnhardt Jr (Chevy);  

6 Clint Bowyer (Toyota); 7 Matt Kenseth (Toyota); 

8 Tony Stewart (Chevy); 9 Jef Gordon (Chevy); 

10 Jef Burton (Chevy). Points 1 Johnson, 90; 

2 Earnhardt, 82; 3 Keselowski, 82; 4 Hamlin, 72; 

5 Bowyer, 72; 6 Greg Bife, 66; 7 Mark Martin, 

65; 8 Gordon, 60; 9 Ricky Stenhouse Jr, 60;  

10 Aric Almirola, 60.

nor Scott Pruett could pass Gurney.
Bill Auberlen and Paul dalla Lana 

won GT in a Turner BMW.
l Jeremy Shaw

RESULTS

1 Jon Fogarty/Alex Gurney (Riley Corvette 

DP), 71 laps in 2h45m34.422s; 2 Alex Popow/

Ryan Dalziel (Riley-Ford MkXXVI), +0.427s;  

3 Scott Pruett/Memo Rojas (Riley-BMW);  

4 Enzo Potolicchio/Stephane Sarrazin (Coyote 

Corvette DP); 5 Brian Frisselle/Christian 

Fittipaldi (Coyote); 6 Tracy Krohn/Nic Jonsson 

(Lola-Ford B08/70). Points 1 Pruett/Rojas, 65; 

2 Fogarty/Gurney, 59; 3 Dalziel/Popow, 57;  

4 Max Angelelli/Jordan Taylor, 53; 5= 

Potolicchio/Sarrazin & Frisselle/Fittipaldi, 49.

r a c e  c e n t r e

F3 open Winter cup
Dubai-based Brit Ed Jones dominated at 
Jerez, taking pole by 0.6s and then beating 
West-Tec team-mate Nelson Mason by 
2.7s. Alexey Chuklin was third with the 
Emilio de Villota team. Chuklin’s team-mate 
Igor Urien won the Copa class.

gt open Winter cup
Irishman Matt Griffin and British co-driver 
Duncan Cameron won the first race at 
Jerez, but were denied any hope of a 
double when their Mtech Ferrari 458 Italia 
suffered a right-front puncture with two 
laps to go. Cameron had already lost the 
lead to the similar AF Corse-run car of 
Belarussians Alexandr Talkanitsa Jr  
and Sr, who won race two.

V8 deVelopMent series 
Fords ruled at Adelaide, with Ash Walsh 
and Chaz Mostert taking a win each. 
Mostert’s second place in race one means 
he gains an early points lead. Debutant 
Casey Stoner started race two from  
28th after crashing out on Saturday, but 
finished 14th in his Triple 8 Holden.

australian gt
Craig Baird’s first weekend with the Erebus 
Mercedes team yielded a double win at 
Adelaide in his SLS AMG GT3. Team-mate 
Christian Klien lost any hope of a race-one 
win to a safety car delay, but did finish third 
in race two behind Klark Quinn’s Porsche.

pro MaZda series
Andretti Autosport driver Matthew 
Brabham, grandson of Sir Jack, won on  
his debut weekend in the series at Austin. 
He added a third spot in race one, behind 
Venezuelan winner Diego Ferreira (Juncos 
Racing) and Spencer Pigot (Pelfrey).

Jones leads

Mason at start

Brabham took

debut success

Edwards led

Johnson home

JON FOGARTy AND ALEx GURNEy
gave local team Bob Stallings Racing 
a popular, if fortuitous, victory as 
Grand-Am made its debut at Austin.

Fogarty increased his own series 
record by taking a 24th pole 
position, but dropped back at the 
start. A perfect strategy allied to a 
variety of incidents and penalties  
for the other likely title contenders 
enabled co-driver Alex Gurney  
to lead the final eight laps.

There was consternation inside 
the team when Gurney’s radio 
malfunctioned, but an inspired 
decision to show him a black  
flag, obliging him to make his  

final pitstop on cue, set up the 
Californian when the caution flags 
flew a few minutes later.

Starworks driver Brendon Hartley 
was in control until tangling with a 
GT car with 10 minutes left, while 
neither Ryan Dalziel in the sister car 
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Gurney/Fogarty

took honours
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Bueno makes a 
good start in Brazil

Busch rises from 
flames at Phoenix

Van Gisbergen stuns on Tekno debut
V8 SupercarS  adelaide (auS), March 2-3, rd 1/14

NaScar NaTioNwide SerieS  phoeNix (uSa), March 2, rd 2/33 BraziliaN V8 STock carS  iNTerlagoS (Br), March 3, rd 1/12

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Craig Lowndes (Holden Commodore 

VF), 78 laps in 1h49m37.313s; 2 Will Davison 

(Ford Falcon FG), +20.520s; 3 Jamie Whincup 

(Holden); 4 Alexandre Premat (Holden); 5 James 

Courtney (Holden); 6 Scott McLaughlin (Holden). 

Race 2 1 Shane van Gisbergen (Holden), 78 laps 

in 1h51m52.412s; 2 Whincup, +2.219s; 3 Lowndes; 

4 Russell Ingall (Holden); 5 Mark Winterbottom 

Ford); 6 W Davison. Points 1 Lowndes, 279; 

2 Whincup, 267; 3 W Davison, 240; 4 Ingall, 198; 

5 Courtney, 192; 6 McLaughlin, 186. 

r a c e  c e n t r e

Bueno beat

Brito to flag

Van Gisbergen

scored for Tekno

Busch broke 

winless run

CaCa BUENO DID NOT HaVE THE
fastest car in last weekend’s season 
opener at Interlagos, but a canny 
strategy and a ‘three-into-one’ pass 
for the lead helped him to a 30th  
V8 Stock Car win.

Bueno had struggled to set his 
Red Bull Chevrolet up for the series’ 
new Pirelli rubber, but still qualified 
second behind Julio Campos.

A bad start left him sixth by the 
exit of the Senna ‘S’ and prompted 
the five-time champion to make his 
fuel stop at the end of the first lap. 
He lay third once all the stops had 
been completed and drew up behind 
Valdeno Brito and Atila Abreu, who 
had both stopped on lap 11.

As Abreu lined up Brito at the 

Bico de Pato, Bueno optimistically 
stuck his car down the inside  
of both, taking the lead as the  
other two banged doors. 

Abreu lost a podium on the final 
lap to falling fuel pressure, meaning 
Bueno and Brito were chased by 
Ricardo Mauricio instead. Rubens 
Barrichello did not make the finish.
l Lito Cavalcanti

RESULTS

1 Caca Bueno (Chevrolet Sonic), 25 laps in 

43m21.489s; 2 Valdeno Brito (Peugeot 407), 

+0.763s; 3 Ricardo Mauricio (Chevy); 4 Daniel 

Serra (Chevy); 5 Tuka Rocha (Chevy); 6 Max 

Wilson (Chevy). Points 1 Bueno, 24; 2 Brito, 

20; 3 Mauricio, 18; 4 Serra, 17; 5 Rocha, 16;  

6 Wilson, 15.

a pITLaNE SpEEDING pENaLTy LEFT
Kyle Busch 22nd with a quarter of 
the Phoenix Nationwide Series race 
gone. But 150 laps later he was 
celebrating his first victory in  
the series since September 2011.

Having run his own car in the 
series last year, Busch has joined 
forces with his Cup team Joe Gibbs 
Racing for 2013. He fought his way 
through the field and took only  
45 laps to retake the lead from  
team-mate Matt Kenseth’s Toyota.

Busch fell back again when he 
opted to stop for fuel and tyres 
during a late caution period, but was 
able to use his fresh rubber to ease 
past a train of cars, led by Brad 
Keselowski, that were all attempting 

to stretch fuel mileage to the finish.
Keselowski was second with 

Justin Allgaier third. Allgaier took 
the highest points score from the 
race to join Sam Hornish Jr as joint 
series leader. Hornish was involved 
in an early multi-car shunt and later 
spun, but still finished seventh.
l Dylan Jacobs

RESULTS

1 Kyle Busch (Toyota Camry), 200 laps in 

2h04m45s; 2 Brad Keselowski (Ford Mustang), 

+1.943s; 3 Justin Allgaier (Chevrolet Camaro); 

4 Trevor Bayne (Ford); 5 Elliott Sadler 

(Toyota); 6 Austin Dillon (Chevy). Points 

1 Sam Hornish Jr, 79; 2 Allgaier, 79; 3 Brian 

Scott, 73; 4 Sadler, 69; 5 Parker Kligerman,  

65; 6 Regan Smith, 65.P
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TRIpLE 8-BUILT HOLDENS DOMINaTED
as V8 Supercars’ new Cars of The 
Future made their debut on the 
streets of Adelaide, with veteran 
Craig Lowndes and winter news-
maker Shane van Gisbergen each 
taking a well-earned win.

Lowndes beat T8 team-mate Jamie 
Whincup to the 90th victory of his 
career in race one, tying him for the 
all-time series wins record with Mark 
Skaife. But he had to give best to T8 
customer Tekno Autosports and new 
recruit van Gisbergen 24 hours later.

Van Gisbergen, whose departure 
from Stone Brothers Racing at the 
end of 2012 and subsequent series 
return with Tekno may yet result in 
legal action, took pole for both races. 

After attempting to start race one in 
neutral (a legacy of a gearbox fault that 
would put him out), the Kiwi won  
on Sunday, not resisting Whincup’s 
challenge for the lead mid-race in the 

knowledge that a better strategy 
would get him back in front later on.

Will Davison flew the flag for Ford, 
taking second on Saturday with Ford 
Performance Racing. The team 
otherwise had a rash of problems 
afflicting gearboxes on Saturday, 
while on Sunday it was jammed 
wheelnuts that caused delays.

Frenchman Alexandre Premat and 
Russell Ingall – in his final full-time 
season – stood tall with strong 
fourth places, with Premat’s rookie 
Garry Rogers Motorsport team-mate 
Scott McLaughlin sixth in race one.

The new entrants had a catalogue 
of teething problems, with the 
dramas for the Erebus Motorsport 
Mercedes E63s and the Nissan 
Altimas ranging from lack of power  
to overheated cockpits. Nissan driver 
Todd Kelly probably got the worst  
of it with a Sunday crash.
l Phil Branagan
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If it’s threaded, call Anglian Fasteners!

Call: 01234 345641 or 01604 645341
Email: info@anglianfasteners.co.uk
TRADE COUNTERS IN BEDFORD AND NORTHAMPTON

www.anglianfasteners.co.uk

· Unbrako, Holokrome, Dormer and Loctite
· All the fasteners you'll ever need
· Next day delivery

TO ADVERTISE YOUR
NEW 2013 PRODUCTS
AND SERVICES HERE

CALL:

0208 267 5992

PRODUCT
SHOWCASE
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RACING OILS

AWNINGS

RACEWEAR

EXHAUSTS

MEMORABILIA MERCHANDISE

RACE PRODUCTS

RACE RADIO

GEARBOXES MEMORABILIA

RACE PARTS

33

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

www.eliteracingtransmissions.com

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts

Tel: 01782 280136 Fax:01782 269913
Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

F1 Merchandise bought and sold.

www.theformula1shopandmore.co.uk
Tel: 0114 256 9835

Meadowhall, Sheffield

Stainless Steel Exhaust Specialists

www.simpsonraceexhausts.com
follow us on:

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS

BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE
www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk

TEL: 01480 891212

Mike Fairholme Designs
Sole approved painter of Arai helmets.

Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE.
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029.
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

LONDON
MOTORSPORT
SHOWROOM
www.msar.co.uk www.pipercams.co.ukwww.pipercams.co.uk

Tel: 0775 383 5629
DRIVER DEVELOPMENT
eugene ien.co.uk

+44 (0) 121 585 6088
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www.prgtrailers.co.uk
Phone no: +44 (0) 1270 812402

www.prgtrailers.co.uk
Phone no: +44 (0) 1270 812402

HEAT RESISTENT MATERIAL
web: www.walkersgarage.com

tel: 0044 (0) 1609 777221

Protection to 1000˚C

CAR BROKERAGE DRIVER DEVELOPMENT

HELMET GRAPHICS

RACE PRODUCTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WHEELS

TO ADVERTISE IN THE WEB DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL
020 8267 5992020 8267 5992 OR EMAIL: autosport.ads@haymarket.comautosport.ads@haymarket.com
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Trailers & Transporters
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Mobile: 07793 502913 // paul@moffattengineering.co.uk

www.moffattengineering.co.uk

•• Preparation and set-up
•• Restoration and repairs
•• Fabrication and machining
•• Race and testing support
•• Covered transport and secure storage
•• Components and consumables
•• Single seater and sports racing specialists
•• Close to Junction 10, M1

ENGINEERING
PASSION

From full workshop preparation to trackside
support for current and historic saloon and sports cars.

www.markfish.co.uk
Multiple Championship winning team, Saloon and Sports cars

since 1983
• Mini Challenge • Clio Cup • Most other Championships

Tel: 01279 431628 Mobile: 07775 752675

MOTORSPORT PREPARATION

RACE PRODUCTS

RACE PRODUCTS

TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS
AND SERVICES HERE CALL:

0208 267 5992



MISSED AN ISSUE?

THEN CALL OUR

BACK ISSUE HOTLINE

0844 848 8817
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EliteCarbonFibre Ltd.
Units 20-22 Norwich Road Ind. Est.
Watton, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 6DR

Carbon fibre race car
component manufacturer

Elite Carbon Fibre

Carbon Composite Wings, Bodywork & Repairs

Contact Dave Greenwood 07809390316
Email – davecarbonelite@googlemail.com
Website elitecarbonfibre.co.uk

st.
DR

cacar
acturer

390316

RACE PRODUCTS

RACE PRODUCTS RACEWEAR
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FOR ALL YOUR
ROTARY ENGINED

RACE CAR
REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT:

WWW.MAZDAROTARY.CO.UK
01635 25554507877 632369

In house embroidery service and
team apparel.

Tel: 01778 341 764 Mob: 07707 084 700
Unit 3 Halifax Drive, Northfields Industrial Estate, Market Deeping, Peterborough, Lincolnshire, PE6 8AH

enquiries@poweronracewear.com
www.poweronracewear.com

FIA approved
Racewear
8856-2000

Proud suppliers to Team
Gigglepin 4x4

Come see us both at:

RACEWEAR

ROTARY ENGINES

SUSPENSION
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To apply, please send your CV and a covering letter to:
geoff.creighton@haymarket.com

AUTOSPORT is seeking a UI developer to become a key member of its small
but dedicated digital development team. If you are a skilled front-end designer/
developer with an eye for design and a passion for accessibility and usability then
we want to hear from you.

You will work across the AUTOSPORT digital portfolio and be involved from day
one in shaping and developing a diverse range of products, including paid-content
systems and our solutions for a rapidly growing mobile audience.

This is a fast-moving environment, so adaptability and a willingness to tackle new
and often complex technologies is vital, giving you the opportunity to set the future
direction of our UI development.

The ideal candidate will have an impressive portfolio and the proven ability to
deliver quality creative - and code - while keeping up with the fast-changing UI
development landscape.

Our chosen candidate will also be able to demonstrate excellent attention to detail,
along with resourcefulness, stamina and the ability to stay calm under pressure.

Essential skills:

- Expert in Photoshop and/or Illustrator to produce eye-catching creative design
- Quality, hand-coded, standards-compliant HTML/XHTML/HTML5
- CSS3, including media queries and the latest developments
- Responsive design for mobile and tablet using JQuery mobile/frameworks
- JavaScript, particularly AJAX and JSON with jQuery
- Full knowledge of cross-browser issues and legacy compatibility fixes
- Understanding of A/B and MVT techniques including GA Experiments
- Ability to create marketing ad units in Flash or HTML5 and email templates
- Experience of working within an agile development team
- Understanding of designing UI for SEO
- Experience with version control systems (preferably Github)
- Strong analytical and problem solving skills
- Excellent written and verbal communication skills

User Interface Developer

To apply, please send you CV and covering letter to
recruitment@haymarket.com

COMPOSITES PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATOR

Reporting directly to the Head of Composites Production, this
administrative position would encompass:

• Co-ordination of works orders and up-issues
• MRP experience
• Advanced PC skills
• Good planning and organisational skills
• Scheduling experience
• Good knowledge of modern race car construction

Previous experience in an administrative/co-ordination role
would be an advantage, along with an appreciation of manufacturing
milestones. We are looking for self-motivated candidates with a very
strong work ethic, who are able to work well under pressure. The
successful candidate will also be able to work well within the existing
team and have a flexible approach to working hours.

If you wish to be considered for this post, please email:
hr@caterhamf1.com, attaching an up to date CV and indicating your
salary expectations.
T. +44 (0) 1953 851 411
The closing date for applications is 22nd March

And here are the views of
some of our satisfied clients:

“We received an unexpectedly large amount
of responses in only a few days. We would
definitely consider Autosport for any future
recruitment needs.”
Jose Santos, Race Engineer Matech Concepts

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport
as a single source to advertise a range
of jobs from design and development
engineering roles to assembly technicians
and administrators. We have always had a
strong response and on the last occasion we
received over 200 applications for 6 posts.”
Jon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid
Systems LLP

“The decision to advertise for staff in
Autosport was easy as the magazine is
one of the most widely read motorsport
publications in the world. The resulting
response also met our expectations
providing us with a large number of high
quality candidates. What exceeded our
expectations was the friendly and helpful
nature of the Autosport staff who helped
us with the timing and preparation of our
advertisement. I would recommend the use
of Autosport to any organization looking to
recruit staff in our business.”
Steve Hallam, Director of Competition, Michael
Waltrip Racing

"Team WFR recognise Autosport magazine
as one of the mainstream publications
within the motorsport industry and therefore
was an obvious choice when wishing to
recruit new staff. We were thoroughly
impressed with the extensive response
to our advertisement and the quality of
candidates that was received, just going to
show that Autosport is read by high level
motorsport professionals”
Jody Firth, Team WFR



Register to play before
11th March 2013
and you could win
a Galaxy Tab 2.
gppredictor.com

GET IN
EARLY!

THE GAME

START PLAYING TODAY:

GPPREDICTOR.COM

A LUXURY TRIP TO NEXT SEASON’S
MONACO GRAND PRIX

2013 GRAND PRIZE

CAN YOU BEAT AN F1 DRIVER?
Karun Chandhok is playing the Castrol
EDGE Grand Prix Predictor in 2013.
Can you outscore the former Lotus
and Hispania driver?

FREE & EASY
Online, on your mobile and on Facebook
– it’s free and easy to play.

PRIZES EVERY RACE
Great prizes for the highest-scoring
prediction at each race, starting with
a Galaxy Tab 2*.

REGISTER NOW

Register to play before
11th March 2013
and you could win
a Galaxy Tab 2.
gppredictor.com

GET IN
EARLY!

A LUXURY TRIP TO NEXT SEASON’S
MONACO GRAND PRIX

Online, on your mobile and on Facebook

REGISTER NOW

*Prizes are subject to availability and may change during season

CHALLENGE CHANDHOK
Play the game against Karun Chandhok and you could win amazing prizes

SIGN UP NOW &
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THE M-SPORT WORLD RALLY  

team will race in the 2013 British GT 

Championship as it gears up for its 

central role in Bentley’s return to 

sportscar racing later this year. 

Ford’s long-time partner in the WRC 

will build and run the new Bentley 

Continental GT3 racer, due to hit the 

track at the end of the summer, and has 

put together a programme in the British 

series in order to learn about racing. It 

will field a solo Audi R8 LMS ultra for 

former MG factory driver and Tourist 

Trophy winner Warren Hughes and 

Dutch amateur Rembert Berg. 

Team owner Malcolm Wilson said: 

“Our background is 100 per cent 

rallying, apart from running in T-Cars 

with my son Matthew. This is about 

getting match fit for the second half of 

the season when the Bentley arrives. 

“We are beginning a new chapter. We 

have no concerns on the engineering 

side, but we lack experience in racecraft.”

Wilson stressed that the programme 

is independent of Bentley, but he 

admitted John Wickham, who is 

co-ordinating the GT3 project at the 

British manufacturer, will undertake 

the team management role at the races.  

“John has good experience and will 

help the learning process for us,” Wilson 

said. “It makes sense.”

The programme came together after 

Hughes linked up with 39-year-old Berg, 

whose racing experience is limited to a 

handful of Belcar races in the early-2000s 

and the odd appearance in BOSS GP and 

the Renault Eurocup Megane Trophy. 

Hughes said: “I am very excited to be 

in a competitive entry in what is going to 

be a mega championship this year.”

M-Sport has committed to running 

the Audi at the first four weekends of the 

championship, but Wilson left the door 

open on the team completing the series. 

“We could continue, but at this point 

in time there is no decision,” he said. 

“We will see how things work out.”

M-Sport’s Audi is due to 

arrive at the 

team’s 

Cumbria headquarters this week ahead 

of a first test next week at Oulton Park, 

scene of the series opener on April 1. The 

team has one more day of testing, also at 

Oulton, scheduled ahead of the first race. 

The Bentley Continental GT3 car is due 

to begin testing in August and race for the 

first time before the end of the season. An 

attack on the Blancpain Endurance Series 

with M-Sport is envisaged for 2014. 

M-Sport is developing the Bentley 

in conjunction with stalwart sportscar 

designer Graham Humphrys, who was 

employed by Bentley to work on the 

project at the beginning of last year.

JAKE HILL HAS DESERVED A 

decent break for some time. After 
finishing as runner-up in Ginetta 
Juniors in 2010, he proved his pace 
in the Ginetta GT Supercup with wins 
in both G50 and G55 machinery.

Budget has always been his biggest 
problem, either forcing him to run on a 
shoestring with not enough new tyres, 
or missing rounds altogether. That  
he now has enough backing, helped 
by the KX Akademy (see page 48), 
means he can have a crack at a 
proper season.

The switch to front-wheel-drive and 
the Renault Clio Cup won’t be easy, 
but Hill has already shown his ability 
to adapt – at a Mercedes GT3 test in 
which he impressed veteran Bernd 
Schneider. As KX mentor Jason Plato 
says, “we will finally get the chance 
to see what he’s made of”.

Meanwhile, British GT keeps on 
getting better and better. The arrival 
of yet another big name – this time 
M-Sport from the world of rallying – 
underlines the professionalism and 
quality that will be fighting it out for 
honours in 2013.

It’s not all new, though, with reigning 
champion Michael Caine returning with 
Motorbase, this time with Ahmad Al 
Harthy alongside (p49), and 
established squad Barwell expanding 
to three cars (p48). It’s almost 
impossible to start predicting who’s 
likely to come out on top, but one thing 
is for sure: whoever wins the 2013 
British GT title will have beaten the 
best line-up the series has ever seen. 

NATIONAL  RACING  l H ISTORICS  l RALLYCROSS l H ILLCL IMB l TRACK TESTS

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T
M-Sport will add

a British GT attack

to its successful

WRC programme

M-Sport will

focus on Bentley

project after Audi races

Leading WRC squad to British GT
 M-Sport to run Audi R8 ahead of Bentley project. By GARY WATKINS 
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Hill has had success

in Ginettas and will

now switch to the

Clio Cup with SV

Barwell will run

two Z4s in 2013

De Zille

has already

started testing

British GT 

Barwell to run BMWs and Aston 
in three-car attack on British GT 

Porsche Carrera Cup 

De Zille heads to Carrera Cup

LEADING BRITISH GT TEAM  

Barwell Motorsport will run two BMWs 
alongside its Aston Martin in the series.

Barwell has already confirmed Mark 
Poole and Richard Abbra in a new Aston 
Vantage (see AUTOSPORT, October 18) 
and has now added two BMW Z4 GT3s.

Race winner Oliver Bryant will drive a 
Z4 under the Ecurie Ecosse banner, as 
he did in 2012, this time alongside Marco 
Attard. Piers and Ron Johnson will drive 
the second German machine after 
switching from the Chevrolet Corvette 
run by Speedworks Motorsport last year.

The last time Barwell ran three cars in 
the series – Aston DBRS9s in 2007 – it 
won the teams’ title and principal Mark 
Lemmer believes his 2013 line-up is strong.

“I am hugely excited about the season 
ahead,” he said. “The last time we had a 

FORMER SINGLE-SEATER RACER 

Dan de Zille will contest this year’s 
Porsche Carrera Cup GB with 
Redline Racing.

The 26-year old started his career in 
British Formula Ford in 2009 and finished 
sixth in the standings in 2011. He then 
graduated to Formula Renault, finishing 
26th in last year’s FRenault NEC, but 
has now decided to switch to GTs.

FORMER GINETTA STAR JAKE HILL 

will replace Luke Herbert in the KX 

Akademy and Scuderia Vittoria’s 

Renault Clio Cup team this season.

Herbert had to give up his seat last 

month (see AUTOSPORT, February 28) 

due to budget issues and Hill has now 

been selected to replace him.

He will partner fellow KX Akademy 

members Ant Whorton-Eales and 

Stefan Hodgetts, whose Clio place  

has been confirmed despite his 

Toyota British GT campaign.

“It’s an incredible opportunity to 

be part of the KX Akademy and to 

drive with SV,” said 19-year-old Hill, 

who was a race winner in Ginetta 

Juniors and the GT Supercup.

“I know I’ll learn a lot. It’s a big 

change and challenge moving from 

Ginettas to Clios but I’m confident 

I’ll be competitive. 

“I’m hugely grateful to Ginetta, and 

especially to Mike Flounders from 

Tollbar Racing for all they’ve done for 

me. Now I am in a position to focus 

purely on my driving, and to learn from 

Jason [Plato] and his team about the 

business side of being a racing driver.”

SV boss Daniel Buxton added: “I’ve 

known Jake since Ginetta Juniors and 

he’s incredibly talented. He’s never 

had a real crack with enough budget.

“It’ll be a learning year for him, but 

I also think he has the potential to be 

a race winner. He really wants it.

“We’re pleased Stefan is confirmed. 

He’s been blistering in testing and it’s 

good for the other boys with the data.”

BTCC star and KX Akademy mentor 

Plato said: “I’m delighted Jake has been 

able to secure the balance of funding to 

race an entire season without worry. 

We will finally see what he’s made of.”

Hill gets KX backing for Clios
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three-car squad in British GT all of them 
claimed race wins, and that is certainly 
our goal again for this year. 

“Although some of our drivers are 
quite inexperienced, we are confident 
that they will make rapid progress as 
the season plays out.”

“Racing with wings and slicks in 
Europe was an amazing experience,” 
said de Zille, son of successful 1980s 
single-seater driver Graham. “But you’ve 
got to move on and the Porsche Carrera 
Cup is something I can get my teeth into.

“I want to build a career in sports and 
GT racing and the Carrera Cup takes 
you somewhere. I’ve done several tests 
and I enjoyed being in the car.”

Hill gets KX backing for Clios
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“When I joined 
AUTOSPORT in 
1977, the single-
seater ladder 
was more simple”

Caine (left) and

Perfetti took

the 2012 title

Caygill is

switching

to car racing

Humble Pye
The voice of club racing

T
he landscape of single-seater 
racing in Britain has changed 
dramatically of late. With 

ever-rising costs set against global 
economic crises, perhaps nobody 
should have been surprised that 
Formula Renault UK and even 
hallowed British F3 (as we know it) 
bit the dust. Especially since reborn 
F2, a rare 21st-century bargain,  
fell with them.

When I joined AUTOSPORT in 
1977, the ‘system’ was more simple. 
The financial step between the 
mighty Formula Ford (1600) or its 
slicked-and-winged cousin FF2000 
– killed by FVauxhall Lotus in ’89 
– and F3 was just that, a jump that 
many managed. The step had yet  
to become a career-sinking gulf.

Of course, there were strata 
beyond F3, including the ShellSport 
Group 8 championship – which 
mopped up F1, F2 and F5000 cars 
and provided a haven for drivers 
who couldn’t quite hack it (for 
whatever reason) in F1 proper, or 
had already played cameo roles in it.

Now, though, there are too many 
international classes, most of them 
one-make, between world 
championship grands prix and the 
nursery slopes. Nonetheless, it is 
heartening to see deserving British 
competitors like James Calado and 
Josh Webster have drives on merit, 
thanks to determined families, loyal 
sponsors and schemes like the 
Racing Steps Foundation.

Those below F3, which continues 
in European form, will still be 

encouraged by the McLaren 
AUTOSPORT BRDC Award 
contest. But in its 25th year, its 
key focal points will be different, 
because Jonathan Palmer’s new 
BRDC F4 and FFord EcoBoost go 
head-to-head on the radar for the 
first time. I am intrigued to see how 
both fare in the marketplace, with 
FRenault 2.0 – thriving in Europe, 
where competition in two series 
was fierce last year – still the 
probable target for graduates.

Relaunched at club level, the 
most popular winged option at 
home in recent seasons has been 
FRenault BARC, which continues 
to gather strength and pro teams 
while remaining accessible. 
Whether Renault’s new 1.6 class 
will join it in 2014 is undecided, 
but if costings based on its 
continental debut this year are 
tenable maybe it will work.

For the clubman though, FF1600 
still offers sensational racing at 
‘affordable’ prices 46 years after  
its introduction. There’s so much 
opportunity to choose your level 
– from late-model cars to 
charismatic historics – and it  
visits virtually every circuit. While 
old stalwarts Monoposto and 
GP750 (nee F4) enjoy grassroots 
followings, the Ford Kent class 
remains the default option.

Marcus
Pye

British GT 

Caine to defend British GT title 
with Al Harthy and Motorbase 

VW Racing Cup 

Motorbike racer switches to cars 
for VW Racing Cup campaign 

REIGNING BRITISH GT CHAMPION 

Michael Caine will defend his title with a 
new co-driver, ex-Porsche Carrera Cup 
racer Ahmad Al Harthy.

Caine and Daniele Perfetti took the 
GT crown last year in a Motorbase-run 
Porsche 997 GT3 R. Caine will now 
team up with Al Harthy, who won the 
Pro-Am1 class in the Carrera Cup in 
2012, in the squad’s solo entry.

“I’ve raced against Ahmad and know 
he’s a nice guy,” Caine told AUTOSPORT. 
“I think there’ll be loads and loads of 
different winners and you’ve got to keep 
your head and do what we did last year.”

Although Caine and Perfetti didn’t win a 
race last season – the second consecutive 
crew to take the crown without a victory – 
the 42-year-old does not plan to change 
his approach. “It would be great to win a 
race, but I’d rather be champion,” he added.

Al Harthy, who is aiming to be the first 
Omani to compete in the Le Mans 24 
Hours, said: “It was very important for me 
to remain part of British motorsport this 

FORMER MOTORCYCLE RACER

Josh Caygill will switch to cars this season 
in the Volkswagen Racing Cup.

The ex-British Supersport rider will drive 
a Golf GTI for the new Warranty Direct/
AWM team formed by multiple VW race 
winners Aaron Mason and Joe Fulbrook.

The 23-year-old has decided to make 
the switch from two wheels for safety 
reasons. “I was lucky to walk away from 
my last bike crash with a broken 
collarbone, shoulder and ribs, and that 
made up my mind to look for something 
a bit safer and more enjoyable,” said 
Caygill, who has already started testing. 

Single-seater series proliferate, 
but FF1600 remains appealing

Fortec reveals its 2013 British GT challenger 
This is how Fortec’s Mercedes SLS AMG GT3s will look as the single-seater 
powerhouse expands into GT racing this year. It has yet to confirm its driver 
line-ups for its planned British GT and Blancpain Endurance programmes.

Stuart Kestenbaum, 

here testing his Macon,

is one who helps

keep FF1600 strong

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T

year. What we all achieved in 2012 
paved the way for us to climb the ladder 
into British GT.

“Moving full-time into endurance racing 
and away from sprint racing is a big new 
challenge, but it’s one I’m really looking 
forward to and I seriously couldn’t have  
a better or more experienced team-mate 
than Michael – if I can get close to 
matching his lap times I’ll be very  
happy indeed.”

“I want to compete and to do as well 
as I can, but also I want to get some fun 
out of it. The VW Cup looks ideal.”

 Humble Pye





51

C L U B  A U T O S P O R T
p

ic
s

: H
a

w
k

in
s

, J
O

n
E

s
, L

a
T,

 R
E

a
D

, L
a

w
R

E
n

c
E

mARCh 7 2013  AUTOSPORT.COm  51

Radical win for Correa
Former British F3 racer Victor 
Correa (above) won the opening 
round of the Radical Masters 
Euroseries at the Algarve last 
weekend after starting his SR8 
from pole. James Littlejohn and 
Tony Wells won the rain-affected 
second race, while James Abbott 
twice topped the SR3 class.

Snag for Nigerian team
The Team Nigeria Racing Eagle 
squad planning to enter British GT 
with an Audi R8 (see AUTOSPORT, 
February 28) will not be linking 
up with United Autosports. The 
conditions for the deal to go ahead 
were not met by the deadline 
imposed by UA last week.

New team for British GT
A new race team, formed by 
a joint venture between Peter 
Smith’s Redgate Consulting and 
Dan Eagling’s Lifetime Racing, will 
contest British GT this season. 
Eagling will share the Redgate/
Lifetime Racing Ginetta G50 in the 
GT4 class with Smith’s son Matt.

First team gets F4 run
Reigning Ginetta Junior champion 
Charlie Robertson became the 
first competitor to sample the new 
BRDC F4 car, at Donington Park 
last week. “It felt quite natural and 
everything about the car impressed 
me,” said the 16-year-old HHC 
Motorsport driver.

Races for MX5 Mk3s
The BRSCC will run a 16-race 
championship for the Mazda MX5 
Mk3 this year, to be called the 
BRSCC Mazda MX-5 SuperCup.

Elliott wins Escort battle
Nick Elliott and Dave Price (below)
won the opening round of the 
RAC Rally Championship, last 
Sunday’s Mid-Wales Stages. They 
took victory by just 3.7s after a 
tough Ford Escort Mk2 battle with 
Marty McCormack and Phil Clarke, 
while Gareth Jones (Mk2) won the 
concurrent opening round of the 
British Historic Rally Championship. 

750 Motor Club 

New Mazda RX8 contest planned for this season

750 Motor Club 

Silverstone International for 750

Historics 

GP Alfa heads 
to Donington

Britcar 

Nicoll-Jones in Britcar assault

A NEW SERIES FOR MAZDA  

RX8s will be launched by the 750  
Motor Club this year.

The RX8 Cup will run as a class within  
the club’s revived Roadsports category 
until there are sufficient cars to support  
a standalone grid.

BMW Compact Cup mastermind Paul 
McErlean is helping to promote the new 
series for the 750MC. “The RX8 idea has 
been in discussion for some time,” he told 

AUTOSPORT. “Rob Boston [former 
Mazda and Lotus racing pacesetter] is 
building cars and is going to be one  
of the drivers to get things going.

“It’s basically the cars from Formula 
Woman – there are plenty lying around 
doing nothing. It will be 230-240bhp  
and £8000 to build a car.”

The new series will make its debut at the 
750MC season opener at Donington Park 
on March 23, where Roadsports will have 

a 45-minute race with a mandatory pitstop.
“Starting it off in Roadsports makes 

perfect sense for everybody,” added 
McErlean. “Drivers can share a car, the 
organisers won’t have to underwrite a  
full grid, and it will bolster Roadsports.

“There’s said to be 12 guys thinking of 
leaving another formula to race these cars 
and Rob Boston has got a lot of drivers  
he wants to run. It’s a bit more power for 
the same kind of money as MX5 racing.”

THE 750 MOTOR CLUB WILL 

become only the second body to 
organise races on Silverstone’s latest 
International circuit later this year. 

The 750MC Summer Festival will 
move from the National circuit to the 
1.85-mile layout at the southern end of 
the British Grand Prix circuit. It will also 
have the use of the Silverstone Wing for 
the two-day meeting on August 24-25.

Competition manager Giles 
Groombridge said: “The Silverstone 
weekend is always one of our most 
popular events of the year. This will be  
a fresh challenge for all of our drivers as 

the circuit has only been used for  
one BRSCC meeting up until now.

“We are already running events on  
the Donington Park Grand Prix layout, 
Snetterton 300 and Rockingham this 
season, so this will become the fourth 
brand-new configuration for some of  
our championships, which should  
add spice to the racing.”
l Seven of the 750MC’s nine 
championship meetings will be televised 
this season. The BMW Compact Cup 
and Toyota MR2 series have dedicated 
shows, while other grids will feature in 
wrap-up packages on Motors TV.

THE DONINGTON GP-WINNING 

Alfa Romeo Tipo B (P3) is one of a number 
of early entries for the exclusive double-
header race for Pre-War Grand Prix cars at 
the Donington Park Historic Festival in May. 

Experienced historic racer Tony Smith 
plans to race the Alfa Richard Shuttleworth 
used to win the 1935 GP.

Owners of more than 20 Alfa Romeo, 
Alta, Bugatti, ERA, Maserati, MG and 
Talbot-Lago machinery have expressed 
their commitment to the HGPCA’s Nuvolari 
Trophy event, which celebrates the 80th 
anniversary of car racing at the circuit. 

HGPCA chairman Barry Cannell said: 
“This is an unmissable opportunity to  
go back to the circuit’s roots. We have two 
thirds of a grid, and competitors coming 
from the USA and Europe.”

FORMER BRITISH GT4 CHAMPION 

Matt Nicoll-Jones will contest the Britcar 
Production Cup this year.

The Academy Motorsport team boss will 
share a Ginetta G40 with Chris Webster.

“We are developing a Class 2 
Production Cup Ginetta G40, but time is 

tight and we ideally want to run before the 
season starts,” said the 27-year-old, who 
won the 2008 GT4 crown in a Ginetta G50.

“We are already running six or seven 
other Ginettas in various championships 
so the G40 was a natural choice, and  
we believe it will be very competitive.”

Alfa P3 won at

Donington

in 1935

MN-J (left) took GT4

title with Stewart Linn

Mazda RX8s

ran in Formula

Woman and will now 

get 750MC class

750MC racers will

switch from the 

National circuit to

the International
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Letters
What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

Jamie O’Leary has valid points about 

advertising opportunities on asphalt  

at international venues and possible 

encouragement of bad driving  

(Soapbox, February 21). 

However, if he had witnessed – as I  

and others have – the sickening sight of  

a beached FF1600 car on the exit of Copse 

getting hit at full speed by another car  

just as the driver of the stranded car was 

getting out, he may hold a different view. 

In that case it was not driver error, it was 

fluid on the racing line that was the cause. 

I would suggest that the balance swings 

in favour of the greater safety – at least at 

sub-F1 levels – of extended run-off. Things 

happen very quickly at 100mph plus…

Jamie Champkin, Abbots Salford, Worcs

Safety must always come first

Motorsport has gone mad.  

How can Susie Wolff be looking to get  
a superlicence in the same week as one 
of the great talents of recent years, Adam 
Carroll, ends up driving a McLaren GT? 
Gary Dowsett
By email 

I have some alternative F1 
predictions to go with the usual set… 

Driver quietly getting on with racing 
without drama when it goes wrong  
or right – Vettel (honourable mention: 
Webber, Button).

Driver always at the centre of a  
whirlwind of drama about everything  

and nothing – Hamilton.
Driver most likely to have to be a team 

player – Massa, if he continues his end-
of-2012 run of being faster than Alonso.

Driver praised for not being a team 
player in a team sport – Raikkonen.

Most creative application of rules and 
regulations – FIA (winner every year!). 

Driver under undeserved scrutiny – 
Grosjean (hon mention: Hamilton).  

Drivers who really need to prove their 
ability this year – Ricciardo and Vergne. 

Driver who will be seen to have made 
the smartest decision – Hamilton, 
especially when stories start to surface  
on the performance of the 2014 engines. 

Technical device generating the most 
column inches for least on-track effect – 
passive DRS. No one will get it to work 
reliably, but everyone will talk about it.
Paul Irwin
Bexleyheath 

Just finished reading your story 

on Red Bull’s latest protege, Antonio Felix 
da Costa (February 28). Here’s a driver 
whose raw talent really impresses me, 
and he seems to have a level head on  
his shoulders. I hope he’ll be knocking on  
the door of Toro Rosso before too long.
Ed Worthington
Cardiff 

t H e  b a c K  s t r a i g H t
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Gravel traps aren’t 

always the best

solution to every 

accident scenario

says Bradley
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In pictures Desirable new releases

In the shops

TAMIYA 1:24 FORD CAPRI GR.5
£34.99 – hobbyco.net

Model king Tamiya got the creative 
juices flowing among plastic-kit builders 
of a certain age at AUTOSPORT Towers 
when it recently revealed its latest 1:20-
scale replica of Klaus Ludwig’s Wurth 
Zakspeed Ford Capri .The Group 5 
DRM racer from the late 1970s comes 
with a driver figure and all the fat slicks 
and crazy spoilers you could ever need.

FERRARI F1 2013 T-SHIRT
£49.99 – autosport.com/shop

The new-for-2013 range of official F1 
team merchandise is starting to filter 
through, with the most famous of them 
all, Scuderia Ferrari, first to appear here. 
All the high-quality, Puma-made clobber 
features the correct corporate red-and-
white colours and logos and you can 
choose between the team T-shirt (above), 
team polo (£59.99), team shirt (£84.99) 
and team cap (£29.99).

VICTORY BY DESIGN DVDs
£16.99 each – autosport.com/shop

Presented by former world sportscar race 
winner and historic ace Alain de Cadenet, 
these 70-minute 
documentaries 
cover Alfa Romeo, 
Aston Martin, 
Ferrari, Jaguar, 
Maserati and 
Porsche. ‘The Cad’ 
unravels the key 
technical secrets  
of all the great 
racing cars and 
takes them for a 
hearty workout. 

Our lensmen pounding the beat, from Phoenix to Barcelona via Adelaide

RUBBIN’ IS RACIN’
Jimmie Johnson beat 
Denny Hamlin (right) to 
second in the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup at Phoenix 
by about an inch. The 
finish line is actually 
behind them, but they 
don’t seem to be letting 
that fact bother them!

WELCOME TO  
V8 SUPERCARS
Nissan’s return to 
top-level Australian 
touring cars didn’t 
go to plan at 
Adelaide. This is 
Todd Kelly, after  
he had rammed 
brother Rick!

SOMEWHERE OVER 
THE RED BULL
Mark Webber and 
Sauber’s Esteban 
Gutierrez haven’t got 
time to pause to take 
in the meteorological 
phenomenon above 
their heads in Spain

NOW SAY 
CHEESE!
V8 Supercar 
racers are reduced 
to giggling wrecks 
by the addition  
of grid girls to 
their pre-season 
photoshoot  
in Adelaide

T H E  B A C K  S T R A I G H T
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What’s on
Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world – plus TV and online

RALLY MEXICO
World Rally Championship

Rd 3/13

Leon, Mexico

March 7-10

wrc.com

The beginning of the post-
Sebastien Loeb World Rally 
Championship era: but it’s 
another Sebastien who  
leads the points anyway, as 
Volkswagen’s Ogier plans to 
take over his namesake’s world 
domination. The altitude of 
Rally Mexico will ask questions 
of his new Polo, however, which 
could open the door for 
Citroen’s Mikko Hirvonen, who 
needs a big result to get his 
season going, and likewise 
Ogier’s VW team-mate  
Jari-Matti Latvala.

NASCAR SPRINT CUP
Rd 3/36

Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

March 10

nascar.com

NASCAR NATIONWIDE
Rd 3/36

Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

March 9

nascar.com

NEW ZEALAND V8s
Rd 4/5

Taupo, New Zealand

March 9-10

nzracechamps.org.nz

V8 SUPER TOURERS
Rd 2/7

Ruapuna, New Zealand

March 9-10

v8st.co.nz

On track

great debate
Another intra-office talking point: DO WE REALLY LEARN ANYTHING FROM F1 TESTING?

SAyS CHARlES BRAdlEy EdIToR
the question isn’t so much whether we learn 

anything from testing, it’s more what the teams 
learn from it. Tempting as it may be to shorten  
pre-season to just one glorified shakedown, 
but there would be serious knock-on effects.

The pre-season running is essential as far 
as race-team operation goes. For a team like 
Williams, which has had a major reshuffle, 
this is key to it being able to start the season 
well. Then you have the rookie drivers, of 
which there are five this year, and those who 
have moved teams and need time to adapt.

But these are of secondary significance. 
The bottom line is that teams have a serious 
amount of work to do with the cars, meaning 
12 days is about the right level to ensure all 
have a fair chance of being ready for the start 
of the season. Yes, there’s moaning about 
ever-more-restrictive rules, but these remain 
prototype racing machines and, by allowing 
so little pre-season running, that can only 
stifle what little innovation is possible. 

Clever concepts like the passive DRS 
would be hard to get to work without this key 
track time, and a smaller team such as 
Sauber may shy away from a neat design 
such as its narrow sidepods. 

What there is an argument for, however, is 
changing the venues. Jerez is an outlier as far 
as the spread of circuits on the calendar is 
concerned, and that track time would be  
far better spent in warmer climes.

SAyS Edd STRAw f1 EdIToR
noyes

if i had a pound for every time someone from a 

Formula 1 team said of testing “it’s impossible 
to judge where we are in relation to our rivals”, 
I’d be slightly richer than I currently am.

In the good old days, when a team rocked 
up with a mega car you knew about it pretty 
much straight away – 1988’s McLaren for 
example. Thanks to big fuel tanks and multiple 
tyre compounds, it’s almost impossible to say 
with any certainty that Red Bull is off the pace 

or Mercedes is bang on it (most likely vice 
versa, but you quite literally never know!).

At Jerez and Barcelona, the 11 F1 teams 
managed to rack up about 30,000 miles of 
running. Of course, this was all well and good 
for them to feed back to their boffins at base, 
to validate their windtunnel, CFD, simulation 
and tyre-model programmes, and what will 
that produce? Surely more-predictable 
outcomes, as the big teams will have more 
resource to crunch the numbers to push  
their cars even further ahead of the smaller 
squads than they were in the first place.

My solution is for teams to test at non-
grand prix tracks in isolation for just two days 
(one for each race driver to a specified 
number of hours per day), at a venue of their 
choosing. They can shake the bugs out of 
their cars and get a baseline set-up, but not 
hone them to within an inch of perfection.

After all, wouldn’t a bit of imperfection make 
the racing more interesting for the fans?

‘How would rookies 

learn?’ asks Straw. 

‘The hard way,’ 

says bradley

Something you 

won’t see in Mexico

this week – Seb

Loeb in a Citroen 
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1650-1855 Motors TV

Grand-Am: Austin Highlights

2030-2130 Sky Sports F1

F1 Classics: Australian GP 1994

2100-0035 Motors TV LIVE

NASCAR Nationwide: Las Vegas

SUNDAY MARCH 10
1130-1330, 1500-1700 Sky Sports F1

F1 Testing: Barcelona Highlights

1445-1750 Motors TV

NASCAR Nationwide: Las Vegas

1830-2230 Premier Sports LIVE

NASCAR Sprint Cup: Las Vegas

2030-2245 Sky Sports F1

F1 Classics: Australian GP 1999

2100-2305 Motors TV

V8 Supercars: Adelaide Highlights

MONDAY MARCH 11
0500-0600, 2015-2115 ESPN

NASCAR Sprint Cup: Las Vegas

2000-2030 ITV4

GT Academy

2030-2230 Sky Sports F1

F1 Classics: Australian GP 2003

2030-2100 ITV4

TT Legends

2100-0000 Motors TV LIVE

NASCAR Nationwide: Las Vegas

TUESDAY MARCH 12
1750-1855 ITV4

WRC Rally Mexico Highlights

2030-2230 Sky Sports F1

F1 Classics: Australian GP 2007

WEDNESDAY MARCH 13
2030-2245 Sky Sports F1

F1 Classics: Australian GP 2010

THURSDAY MARCH 7
0030-0100, 0915-0945 ESPN

NASCAR Now

0900-1210 Motors TV

NASCAR Nationwide: Phoenix

1900-2000 Sky Sports 4

Racemax

2100-2115 Sky Sports F1

Ted’s Notebook: F1 Barcelona 

Winter Testing

2205-2305 Sky Sports F1

Times of our lives – GP greats

Nigel Mansell, Damon Hill and 
Murray Walker discuss the highs 
and lows of British Formula 1 
stardom in the 1990s

FRIDAY MARCH 8
0230-0330 Premier Sports

NASCAR Sprint Cup: Highlights

1200-1230 ESPN

NASCAR Now

2000-2100 Sky Sports F1

The F1 Show

2100-2300 Sky Sports F1

F1 Testing: Barcelona Highlights

2205-0115 Motors TV

NASCAR Nationwide: Phoenix

2300-0000 Sky Sports 4

The F1 Show

SATURDAY MARCH 9
0355-0420 Channel 5

Motorsport Mundial

1100-1200, 1800-1855 Sky Sports 4

Max Power

1105-1310 Motors TV

V8 Supercars: Adelaide Highlights

1230-1430, 1600-1800 Sky Sports F1

F1 Testing: Barcelona Highlights

On television

As A sell it WAs HArDly coMpelliNg. 
Perched on the podium of the Circuit de 
Catalunya, Damon Hill was asked for his 
view on what had happened over the 
previous three and a bit days of Formula 1 
testing. “It’s really data acquisition,” was  
his revealing analysis.

And that, in a nutshell, sums up my 
problem with the live coverage of F1 testing. 
It’s like watching the progress bar as you drag 
one large file from your desktop onto a USB 
stick, only with a series of USB experts 
making quips about previous file transfers  
to make the tedium seem less drawn out.

The coverage itself couldn’t be faulted. 

Sky did it with real conviction, treating it like  
a practice session. The coverage was filled 
with interviews and expert opinion, not to 
mention a bucketload of cliche.

This started with the flamenco music  
that underscored the intro. And it made me 
wonder whether, when Spanish TV covers 
the British Grand Prix, they have Pentangle 
and Steeleye Span playing to montages of 
morris dancers and bearded real-ale drinkers 
going about their business at a village fete 
before cutting to Silverstone?

The very concept of covering testing is a 
strange one. I can’t imagine people tuning in 
to watch a Manchester United training 

session, or the cameras following Usain Bolt 
as he performs a series of stretches, a gym 
programme and diet regime while he builds 
up to his next race.

Yes, it’s always great to see – and listen to – 
the new cars in action, but shooting it in 3D (if 
you could find a rare TV that’s got it) didn’t add 
much. I’ll admit it was interesting to see the 
incident that caused Felipe Massa’s Ferrari to 
shed its left-front wheel but, a bit like scoring 
with a scissor-kick from the halfway line in a 
knockabout, it was ultimately meaningless.

The good news is that was the last one. 
Bring on Australia!
Revved Up

Revved up over what’s on the box

Online

Jonathan Noble takes a drive with 
Felipe Massa as the Brazilian races 
Ferrari team-mate Fernando Alonso  
in 458 road cars around the Spanish 
Grand Prix circuit at Barcelona. Take  
a look at the video on autosport.com.  

We ride with Massa… against Alonso!

Coming up in our premium website this week

Massa’s wheel

fell off live on 

Sky on Saturday

afternoon

youtube: ALonso And mAssA scAre eAch other in bArceLonA

HOT ON THE WEb THIS WEEK

search for: VIDEO-Hot laps Alonso-Massa-Front camera (6:42)

Ferrari aces Fernando Alonso and Felipe Massa took each other for a spin around the 

Circuit de Catalunya in one of the Scuderia’s road-going 458 Italias once winter testing 

was finished. Alonso is sporting a half-scared/half-vengeful look from the passenger seat… 
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R A C E  O F  M Y  L I F E

■ Macau Grand Prix ■ November 20, 1994 ■ Dallara F394 ■ Recovery to third after qualifying shunt

FIRST OF ALL IT’S HARD TO

really chose the race of my life. There 
isn’t one that sticks out because 
every race has something fantastic 
about it. For me, Macau in ’94 in  
F3 has to be one of the better ones 
because it didn’t look like I could get 
anything out of it after I got a little 
greedy in qualifying and crashed the 
car. Actually, I got really greedy, it 
wasn’t just a little bit!

I can’t remember the name of the 
corner where I crashed, but I hit a 
girls’ school. I must have got one lap 
in though as I qualified 18th.

We’d been fast in free practice so it 
was a little bit of a let-down but my 
team, Paul Stewart Racing, was fine 
with it. We’d just come off a fantastic 
year with 14 wins and they were 
saying that I was probably due to 
have a bad run. So I started the first 
race in 18th and got going pretty well 
from the beginning. 

A couple of laps into the race there 
was a red flag which helped me a 
little bit because it bunched everyone 
up. In Macau it’s very hard to pass 
people, so you’ve got to be really 
committed so that there’s no doubt 

However, I didn’t pull out enough 
of a lead to win the event overall. 
Maybe if I’d have done a deal with 
Kelvin Burt [second on aggregate] 
and he’d held up Sascha Maassen 
[overall winner] a little bit more 
maybe I could’ve won!

But it was a fantastic event – 
Macau really is unbelievable. I still 
remember coming back from the first 
session. I wasn’t very fast because I 
was trying to learn the place – it’s 
very fast and very narrow. I came 
back into the pits shaking and 
realising it was a real man’s track! 

I celebrated like I’d won 14 races 
that year. I can remember some of 
that night – it was more fun partying 
before everyone had cameraphones!

Macau is one of those places that 
even though you have to move on, 
you want to go back. I didn’t get a 
chance, I had different plans the year 
after but my son Kevin did it in 2011. 
He had a huge wreck on the main 
straight but got away with it.

We both now think it’s the craziest 
track in the world. 

Jan Magnussen was talking to 
Andrew van de Burgt

DANE JAN MAGNUSSEN WAS 

a star of British junior single-seater 
racing, winning in Formula Ford, 
FVauxhall and racking up a single-
season record of 14 wins in British F3 
in 1994. He made his F1 debut for 
McLaren in ’95 and raced a further 23 
times for Stewart GP in ’97/’98. Stints 
in the DTM and Champ Car made way 
for a switch to international sportscars, 
where he has won races and titles. Now 
39, he still competes in Grand-Am.

in the mind of whoever you’re trying 
to pass that you’re coming through. 

I finished fifth and then won the 
second heat which was good enough 
for third overall. It was a fantastic 
result but it should’ve been a win 
– when you’re that fast you should 
win it but it all came back to that 
mistake in qualifying. 

The thing that was cool about it 
was that Andy Miller, who was the 
chief engineer at PSR at that time, 

tried to comfort me a little bit after 
the qualifying crash because I was so 
disappointed with myself. He said 
before the race, ‘don’t worry about 
it, you’re probably due one of these 
–just forget about it all’. But then he 
predicted that I’d finish fourth in the 
first race and win the second, so that 
was almost a perfect call!

I pretty much led the second race 
from the beginning I think. I had  
a fantastic start and pulled away. 

Jan Magnussen

Magnussen leads 

the field en route 

to winning heat two 

and taking third overall

NEXT WEEK F1, WRC, WTCC & BTCC diary stickers –
plus a full Oz GP preview DON’T MISS IT!
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