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ABOUT US

Gardiner Koch Weisberg & Wrona  

THOMAS G. GARDINER

TGardiner@gkwwlaw.com 
 
After graduating from the Northwestern University School of Law in 
1981, Tom worked at a series of important positions before launching 
GKWW with Jim Koch in 1992. Tom Gardiner has successfully 
represented individuals, municipalities and business entities in an 
exceptionally encyclopedic variety of contexts, all the way up to the 
Supreme Court, where he collaborated with his GKWW partners on the 
case of Illinois v. Wardlow. 
 

Since our establishment in 1992, Gardiner Koch Weisberg & Wrona has brought a sophisticated, 
well-knit mosaic of expertise to bear in several practice areas. We are aggressive, ethical advisers 
who get things done. 
 
The many accolades we have received over the years stand in tribute to our attorneys’ creativity, 
agility, commitment to service and depth of experience. The most meaningful honor of all, 
though, is the ongoing trust and confidence of our clients. 

Tom’s many years of litigation experience and ability to connect with judges and jurors has allowed 
has allowed him to achieve tremendous results for those who have experienced catastrophic injuries. 
Teaming up with John Wrona and other members of the GKWW team has led to tremendous results 
for the families of those who have died or for individuals who have survived the accident. 
 
Tom’s myriad other accomplishments have not gone unrecognized. Every year since 2007, Tom’s 
peers have selected him as an Illinois Super Lawyer, placing him as one of the top lawyers in his 
practice areas. He has also been chosen as a Leading Lawyer by the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and 
his peers. Tom holds membership in the Million Dollar Advocates Forum–a distinction limited to 
trial lawyers who have demonstrated exceptional skill, experience, and excellence in advocacy by 
achieving a trial verdict, award or settlement in the amount of $1 million or more. 
 
Tom’s work on behalf of injured individuals covers matters from medical malpractice, personal 
injury, aviation injury, products liability, wrongful death litigation and nursing home litigation to 
civil rights actions. Over the course of his sterling career, Tom’s efforts have resulted in the awarding 
of many millions of dollars to his clients: for instance, the Richmond case. In this case, John Wrona 
and Tom achieved a $2.75 million settlement for a truck driver who had to drive off the interstate to 
avoid colliding with an overturned 18-wheeler. Tom’s litigation experience has caused clients to seek 
his services in areas beyond catastrophic injury cases. For example, Tom was part of a trial team that 
won a $21 million wrongful conviction verdict – at the time, one of the largest civil rights verdicts 
ever awarded by a jury. 
 
Private entities seek Tom’s counsel in matters involving both transaction and litigation. From the 
formation of new companies to navigation of the thorny corporate issues that mark a successful 
company’s day-to-day, Tom’s advice keeps many of Chicago’s most successful businesses on a steady 
course. Tom’s expertise covers contracts, acquisitions, sales of shares, real estate, business asset 
purchases and sales and succession, as well as general contract and employment matters. On the 
litigation side, Tom’s representation has supported his corporate clients in matters ranging from 
contract disputes to complex commercial, employment, restrictive covenant and intellectual 
property cases. 
 



JOHN R. WRONA

JWrona@gkwwlaw.com 

Partner John R. Wrona focuses his practice on representing 
severely injured persons and their families, bringing longed-for 
closure to those experiencing the most trying circumstances one 
can imagine facing. 

John focuses his practice on medical malpractice, birth injuries, construction injuries, nursing home 
neglect, aviation and boating cases, auto and trucking accidents, product liability, and excessive 
force/civil rights cases.  

To all these cases, John brings not only the force of his comprehensive experience but a sense of 
empathy where that quality is direly needed. He steadfastly discovers and gathers the evidence to 
prove his clients' cases. For example: in Farissier vs. Northwest Oncology, John obtained a jury 
verdict of $5.42 million representing the family of a 55-year-old woman who died due to medical 
negligence during the treatment of her cancer. In Egan vs. Clune Construction, a young electrician 
sustained significant and permanent injuries as a result of a fall from the second floor at a Chicago 
commercial building; John obtained a $2,325,000 settlement in cash for him, in addition to the 
waiver of a $400,000 workers compensation lien. In Louis Prosecky v Peterson, John Wrona won a 
$2.75 million dollar settlement for an electrician who suffered serious burns on his arms in the 
workplace. Recently, John obtained a $5 million settlement in Roeder vs. KC Transportation, on 
behalf of the estate of a 17-year-old boy who was killed when his vehicle was rear- ended by a semi. 
He also settled a transplant negligence case against a Chicago area hospital for $1.5 million for the 
death of a 66-year-old woman.  

Outside client advocacy, John is proud to share his extensive knowledge and experience in the 
academic setting. He has served as an Adjunct Professor of Law in Trial Advocacy at Northwestern 
University School of Law for more than ten years and enjoys many opportunities to teach as an 
invited lecturer at continuing legal education seminars. John has also been named a Super Lawyer for 
the last 6 years and a Leading Lawyer for the last 4 years, selected by his legal peers.  

53 W. Jackson Blvd. |  Ste 950 | Chicago, IL |  60604 

1755 Park St.  |  Ste 114 |  Naperville,  IL |  60563 

500 Commercial Ct.  |  Ste 200 | Lake Geneva, WI | 53147 

7601 W. 191st St.  |  Ste 1W | Tinley Park, IL |  60487 

OUR OFFICE LOCATIONS

Tom feels strongly about his role as an educator outside the halls of GKWW–both of law’s next 
generation and of the public at large. He has served for many years as an Adjunct Professor of 
Trial Advocacy at his alma mater, the Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law, and 
welcomes the opportunity to teach on a guest basis at other institutes of higher learning. A prolific 
author, Tom’s work has been extensively published in industry journals, magazines, and 
newspapers. 
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