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i To: Hungarian Rings Offer, Marvel Comics
Ltd., 205-211 Kentish Town Road, London

At last! A successor to the Rubik Cube — HUNGARIAN RINGS. This

coupon now to: Hungarian Rings Offer, Marvel Comics Lid., 205-211
Kentish Town Road, London NW5.(Cheques payable to Marvel Comics Ltd.)
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intriguing, pocket-sized logic game consists of two interlocking, grooved § NWS.
rings holding 38 marbles in four different colours. You can'’t remove the ! .
marbles but you can move them to make different patterns. There are § Pleasesend ............. (state quantity)
endless possible combinations and, although you’re likely to go crazy [ Hungarian Ring(s) @ £3.99 (inclusive of
trying to get even one of them, this extraordinary game is already § P*P).
captivating people of all ages throughout the world. i
Hungarian Rings is not just a toy it was specially designed to develop & Name ..................onveee
visual memory, logical thinking and manipulative skills. :
It looks simple enough but just as you complete one part of the pattern § Address. . ... ... .. ...
another part drops out of place — ‘Total Frustration’ was how Noel E
Edmonds described Hungarian Rings on BBC tv's ‘Swap Shop’. PN S g @ EESEPE ¥ e RenE e & e s e SIEiER
It's well made, tough and costs only £3.99 (inclusive of p+p). So if you !
want to lose your marbles like the rest of us here at Marvel send the i -----------------------------
I
i
i
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Please allow 28 days for delivery.
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SCRAPBOOK -

The series continuing our look at
- the more unusual moments from
the making of the series — both

in front and behind the TV
cameras.

Top left: :

‘This what you mean by getting
- a grip of the situation, Avon?’
Mike Keating has to stop Joset-

te Simon running away when
he tries Vila's charm on her.

Above:

Or how about this? ‘“You've
got to listento my joke now,’
iIs what Mike Keating seems
to say when demonstrating
his muscle power to Josette.

Left:

It it's muscle power you
want to see. . ." Paul Dar-
row demonstrates - his
herculean strength to Lin-
. da Bellingham, creating a
moment of levity during a
tense recording session.




The hazards seldom seen by
viewers. A straightforward
running scene for Dayna

and Soolin s, in fact,aminor
gbstacle course as they have

to negotiate, at full pelt, a :
cable conduit,

Top right:

Planning to lie down on the
job? In a way - yes. You see,
this Federation guard is about
toslump to the ground, looking
very dead. For all such shots,
the BBC insist a matress be
placed to absorb the impact.
Who said the Federation were
tough?

Right:
Fast action is fine but there should
never be a hair out of place!
Glynis Barber's latest hair crea-
tion gets some last minute atten-
tion during a lull in filming.



SCRAPBOOK

his seat but. . .

. . . which way do you
lean? Two to the left and
one to the right? No. .
.Paul Darrow realises he's
been going the wrong
way and, . . |

... falls about laughing.

Something which
obviously horrifies
Vila!

Scorpio is about tolbank at
high speed so Vila dashes to

e — e
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MAXIMUM SECURITY WAS IN FORCE AT

SERVALAN'S OUTER SECTOR SECURITY
HEAD&UARTERS ON PAALLH‘ MAIOR .

20010 0 0 UL | R |
|
s |
!
|
W | “ ......
-,
< I‘ \\ SO Sl
1 ) WP - <D (|| iiiiciicssmsannmn
“ A ‘ D /\f F- ﬁ | H——=HeE
> f -8 X /
il // \ ¢ A
- 1
SECURITV 1S ABYSMAL "
\ CAPTAIN | [T SEEMS REBEL A FOX 370 FOX BASE. -
- | %DEVHETS{HCMADNm O EVEN | F%Esg'mgmuiﬁ lGAUF:’*HDS'
 1§%,; TAKE A PLEASURE TRIP | / NO ESCORTS, GERVALAN
. \ WITHOUT THEM DOGGING | - (§ PLAYING INTO OUR
= MY EOOTSTEPS ! ! / - HANDS
: ' (D ESCORT S
= 1PS
- 7 ) AS YOU REQUESTED
l COMMISSIONER.
| ;f W
, o DPE
AU SN
THIS JOURNEY WILL =
BE DIFFERENT, NO-ONE Y
(S TO BE TOLD MY
DESTINAT(ON (S8 ORLAN ﬂ& ‘f
FOUR, | NEED A REST
FROM MY
RESPONSIBILITIES . e
CERVALAN !
PERHAPS NOW -
IS THE TIME.."
AGENT REPORTS
sy, |
= E LYI 0 =
NG 3y \ FOUR FOR A REST. 1
W\ A ) NOESCORTS! _
¥ N ~ QRIGIN =
CONFIRMED AS | &
| < PAALUS MAJOR-
7z M| SERVALAN'S V7 :
7 FORWARD A )
X / ——= N\ HEADQUARTERS .
8| \
THERE'S AN
CIg;ERESTING
D MESSAGE
COMING [Nr ﬁ EPV [N HER

GET 0
DECIPHER IT. ALSO,
HAVE AN AUTHENTICITY
CHECK RUN ON THE

POINT OF ORIGIN,

ORAC TO

s L

/}:fw,

ART : FHIL GASCOINE SIKIPT - AL VEARY LETTERS - TOKN ALOKICH ELO/TOK BERMWE TAYE

8

CAMP: EH? TIME
WE PAID ORLAN

T FOUR A VISIT
' OURSELVES !

L




......
AL eiatt,

---------
“aiiitaal

I';-,'

LT T -

LT TS

EEL R

Al L -
L1 T gk

AND GIVE THEM THE
PLEASURE OF KILLING
HER 2 NO — THAT

PLEASURE WILL BE
MINE AND MINE

BUTIAVUNIH[F
THOSE RERFLS ARE
AFTER SERVALAN
WHY DON'T WE
LEAVE THEM TO
DEAL WITH HER?
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| SUDDENLY., .

ORLAN FOUR, MAIN
RECREATION PLANET
AHEAD. NO SIGN OF

SERVALAN'S SHIP

WHY GO LOOKING FOR
TROUBLE « AVON ? BESIDES
WE KNOW NOTHING OF A
REBEL GROUP OPERATING
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" THE PLAN (§ WORKING , COMMISSIONER .
THE AGENT WHO SENT THE 'WARNING SIGNAL
WAS ARRESTED AT YOUR HEADQUARTERS

A FEW MINUTES AGO.

EXCELLENT! AND THE
SHIP CONTAINING MY
DOUBLE 1§ ABOUT TO
TOUCH DOWN. THE
REBELS ARE BOUND
10 ATTACK . PREPARE
FOR BATTLE !
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YONE STAY
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PERSONALLY.
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B/ LETTER.

All correspondence to:
B7, Marvel Comics Ltd., Jadwin House,

205-211 Kentish Town Road, London NWS5.

It’s very important you keep us informed of what you would like to see in your magazine, what
you think of the features and stories and what your views on the programme are. We want to
give you the monthly magazine you want to read. So, keep your letters coming and, remember,
each letter receives personal attention.

Here are a selection of the letters we've received so far. ..

Tony Westerly from Norfolk writes to
say he saw a recent BBC POINTS OF
VIEW programme Where photographs
from this magazine were shown in the
form of a picture strip. ‘About time the
BBC recognised the strength of feeling
there is amongst viewers about the
series. Barry Took said his programme
still receives tons of mail about the
show and everyone is demanding its
return. If that's the case, why don't the
BBC do something about it? Can so
many ardent viewers be wrong? Come
on, BBC — let's have our favourite
heroes back on the box!”

e e

'MORE — MORE — MORE!" demands
Sharon Cotterill of Wigan. Sharon
writes, ‘you‘ve recently published
some photographs of Paul Darrow
taken in a garden setting. He looks
even more handsome out of costume,
Are there any more like that and, if so,
please, please, print all you have. As
you might have guessed, he's my
favourite actor!’

Paul very kindly made time for a photo
session with ' Ken Armstrong, our
Blake’s 7 photographer, at his home in
Surrey. Paul's own garden was the
setting and, from time to time, we will
be using these pictures to Introduce
the articles-Paul has written for the
magazine.

* ok ok

Hamish Cunningham from Bristol
writes to ask if Vere Lorrimer, producer
of Blake's 7, is the same person who
produced the latest series of TENKO on
television?

Yes, Hamish, Vere Lorrimer started
working on TENKO as soon as

BLAKE’S 7 finished and, I'm sure you'll "

agree, has another winner on his
hands.

T i

Here's another letter concerning some-
one associated with the television
series.

Can you please confirm if the Chris
Boucher who was script editor on
JULIET BRAVO, the BBC TV program-
me, was the same person who was
script editor on BLAKE'S 77
Fiona Redfern, Newmarket.

Quite correct, Fiona. Chris Boucher of
JULIET BRAVO fame is the same per-
son who script edited on BLAKE'S 7
and also wrote the first and last epi-
sodes of the fourth series, '

L kkk

‘Brilliant — that's the only word to
describe it,' says Brian Mortimer of
London, SE1, when speaking of the
magazine. 'Your magazine has proved
the BBC wrong again. Who said there
were no more storylines left for the

13

characters? Every issue | read is filled
with terrific adventures and well
thought out stories. Why can’t the BBC
bring back the series and televise some.
of these stories? They'd make terrific
viewing.

We're open to offers, Brian!

* % Kk

What about printing some ideas for
model building, making little Scorpios
and Liberators and other BLAKE'S 7
things? I'm sure there are plenty of
readers who'd like to create their own
spacecraft of the series.

Colin Shearer, Cardiff.

Yours Is one of many letters making
such a request, Colin. |
Until we sort it out what about you
readers submitting your own ideas for
model making? We'll print the best of
them on the FAN SCENE page.




r the LOVE of AVON
- ANNA GRANT -

If you accept Oscar Wilde's dictum —
“There is only one thing worse than
being talked about, and that is not
being talked about!” — then Anna
Grant would never have had any cause
for complaint. She was first mentioned
by her brother in the episode entitled,
Countdown, in series two.

Apparently, she had been a heroic,

lovely woman who had been betrayed,
and then abandoned, by the selfish
Avon. Not surprisingly, if this were
true, Anna's brother was anxious to set
the record straight by disposing of
poor Avon. As somebody — not Oscar
Wilde — once said — “‘Fat chance!”
" We learned, thankfully, that there
had been a terrible misunderstanding.
Avon, it appeared, had loved Anna and
was distraught at her loss. (This was
signified by the fact that he became
very tight lipped whenever her name
was mentioned!)

At the time they were both trying to
defraud the Federation and then
escape from its clutches, Avon had
been betrayed himself and had lain at
death’s door, unable to save Anna
from her fate.

Instead, he saved her brother from a
booby trapped bomb set in a melting
ice pack. However, we had now been
told something of Avon’'s unfortunate
past,

Countdown was a Terry Nation
script . Rumours of Death was the
responsibility of Chris Boucher. (The
title is lifted from Mark Twain, by the
o . ¢

Chris took Terry’'s original idea and
turned it, brilliantly, on its head. He
decided that Anna Grant, Avon’'s Juliet,
was alive! Avon, though, was not to
learn this fact too soon.

At first, he merely gained informa-
tion that she had been captured and
tortured by a notorious Federation in-

vestigatior called, menacingly,
“Shrinker".

“Vengeance is Mine!” Claimed a dis-
pirited Avon.

Coldly, and viciously, he disposed of
Anna’s tormentor by leaving him to
starve to death in a tiny, forgotten,
inaccessible cave. (Our hero didn't

14 .



mess around when it came to giving
people their come-uppance.)

Well, good for him, you might think.
Then, Chris Boucher turned the screw.
Anna Grant was not to be a lovely
heroine, Avon's ideal woman. It trans-
pired that it was she who had betrayed
him. The Sampson of Outer Space had
been seduced and beguiled by a cun-
ning Delilah. ]

For the first time, Avon’'s judgement
had been proved wrong. Hopelessly,
pathetically wrong.

We all know that behind every great
man is a woman. Chris had decided
that the woman behind Avon was only

awaiting her opportunity to cut him

down. -

Throughout history this has been a
familiar tale. Who are we to say that, in
the future, it will be any different?

The cast knew well in advance this
episode 'was planned and it was in-
teresting to speculate about who
would be cast as Anna.

The director was to be Fiona Cum-
ming. So, the choice of actress would
come from a woman's point of view of
Avon’s dilemma.

| expect many of you wondered what
Avon's femme fatale would be like. |
know | did, Would she be sultry and
voluptuous like Servalan? Taut and
controlled like Cally? Dashing and pret-
ty like Jenna’

N Sty A L) Lty

It came about that, in a way, she was
all of these. And none of them.

As portrayed by Lorna Heilbron, she
was neat and petite and cool. She was_
humorous, yet distant, Above all, she
had that indefinable something that




used to be called style. Or, as Oscar . - Y

Wilde, again, might have suggested — *’
class!

She had the quality we attribute to
the unattainable and, because of that, 1%
Rumours of Death, as soon as Anna |
appeared, seemed sure to end in
tragedy. And so, almost gleefully |
suspect, Chris arranged matters that it
did.

Avon, of course, had to survive.
Albeit reluctantly.

Every man has an ideal and, when it
is revealed to be mistaken, it can be a
shattering experience. Avon, you will o
remember, after he shot Anna down, e
tried to remain with her body. A suicide
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It was a tone of bleak reality that
helped to make ‘Blake’s Seven' unique.
It didnt underestimate your intelli-
gence as so many series do. And you
responded to us as a result.

And Avon?
He, and your view of him, for better

or for worse, would never be the same
again.

For better or for worse, Rumours of
Death had not parted him from you yet.

\What would have happened had he
succeeded? He wasn't allowed to suc-
ceed, so the question remains
academic. But, if you think about it, it
was an astounding revelation of part of
Avon's character that he should be-
have in such a way. .

This, surely, was a cue 10 reveal
more of him, to prompt him o behave
quite differently from now on. It was a
cue that | took.

To have the love of your life des-
troyed is bad enough. To destroy her
yourself is worse. Then, to find out that
she wasn't worthy of you anyway is
almost unbearable. What a tortured
experience this was.

From this point, Avon clicked into
another gear. He became colder, more
ruthless, harder, even unpleasant.
Could you blame him?

If not him, could you blame Anna
.Grant? The answer could be yes on
both counts. But the real blame, or
credit, rests with Chris Boucher.

His script set a new tone. Something
you might not have found in what
purported to be an adventure series

before.

f
M‘

We will be doing a photo fea-
ture of the past cast next issue.
Lookout for pics of Anna Grant
in this feauture.

f



TWO MORE WINTER SPECIALS
FkON MARVEL ...

- L
i __FE\-_ <

.. AND BOTH IN FULL COLOUR?®

ES7) 5 MARVEL SUPERHEROES
and RAMPAGE MERGE!
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your favourite comic
strips i ONE MAG!

* X-MEN! %
* AVENGERS! %

* NIGHT RAVEN %
lext story!
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marvel's winter, special

ALL-00UT ACTION
PLUS A FREE
COLOUR POSTER !

on sale now!
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collectorss corner

MARVEL MAGAZINE & COMICS BACK ISSUE SERVICE

ORDERING INFORMATION:

All prices are per issye.

All items are very good to near
mint.
This List supercedes and replaces

any previous published by us,

Although many comics and books are
stocked in depth, 1t would be
appreciated if you would give us a
list of acceptable alternates should
yvour first choice be sold out.

We can occasionally supply a comic
of slightly lesser quality at a
reduced price from our reserve
boxes. Should you wish to avail
yvourself of this service, please
write on your ordec. "Heserves
Acceptable”.

Should we be unable to completely
fulfil an order, normal practice is
ko enclose a credit note in your
parcel for the balance due. These

credit notes can be returned at any
time for more goods or refund.

To enable Us to expedite your order
with rapidity please indicate
clearly and precisely the title,
number, price and section of each
item ordered.

REMEMBER ALSO to include your name
and address on all correspondence.

If dissatisfied with your purchase
for any reason, please return it

within 10 days receipt for
replacement, credit or refund.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE PRE-PAID. Make
all cheques, PO's etc., payable to:
PERFECT MAILING.

Postage: Prices wvary so widely on
backlist items that it would be

unfalr to impose our normal 20%
postage fee: Therefore, the
following scale is applicable to

back list orders:
POSTAGE GRID FOR BACK ISSUES

No. of Comics

Postage
ordered: due:
lto5 60p
6 to 10 .BSp
11 to 15 1.10p
16 to 20 1.50p
21 to 33 2.00p
31 to 40 2.50p
41 upwards 3.00p

There 15 no minimum backlist order,
but ALL orders must include the

postage charge.
Please allow 28 days for delivery:

ALL prices subject to change without
notice. We reserve th he right to

refuse any order.

CUSTOMERS OUTSIDE THE UK.

Plea.< double all the above postage
rates.

USA customers paying in $dollars,
please convert sterling to dollars @

$2.00 equals £1.00

PERFECT MAILING QO,,
Maldon, Essex, England.

(Official subscripticn
Marvel UK).

agents for

MARVEL SUPERHEROES:

SPIDERMAN WEEKLY:

"lf 5 'E 3-5@ EE.I...ﬁ'-lD E E-SUP [ = P
11-20 @ 2.00p oa., 21-30 @ 1.50p ea
i1-50 @ 1.00p ea.,51-100 € 75p ea.
101-200 & 50p ea.,201-300 B 40p ea
301-455,457-474,476-492 @ 25p ea.

RAMPAGE :
1-18,19,21-25,27-32,34 @& 15 ea.

COMPLETE PANTASTIC POUR:
2-18 @ 315p ea,

CAPTAIN BHRITAIN:
2-39 8 20p ea.

HULK: Pirst Series
1-42,44,45,52,54,56-60,62 @ Z20p ea.

HULK WEEKLY: New Series
1-20-@ 25p, ea.

STARWARS /EMPIRE STRIKES BACK:
]I2I¢§5F?‘lﬂ E EEFIEE-I ,ll-lE,lE,ID*
-EJ. .El.-r-l’-'ﬂ EJ‘ :."_! 'qnl-i- 'EEI||- -?-Ef

32~ -508 35p, ea.,51-93,96-98 € 30p.es
115*125, 125-139 it 20p. Ea.

MIGHTY WORLD OF MARVEL:

7-10 8 2.00p ea., 11-20 € 1.50p ea,
21-10 @ 1.00p ea., 31-50 @ 75p ea.,
51-100 @ 60p ea., 101-250 8 40p ea.
260-301 @ 25p ea., 311-352 @ 25p ea

SAVAGE SWOHD OF OCNAN WEEKLY:
6-18 @ 1.00p ea.

FURY WEEELY :
18 40p.

ODRACULA LIVES WEEKLY:

1,1 @ 2-5‘&9‘ 2ds 3"’& g 1|ntp Ed.
7-10 @ 75p ea., 11-40 @ 60p ea,.
41-87 @ 40p ea.

23,

SUPERHEROES WEEKLY

1 g 2.50p, 2-5 @& 1l.50p
6-10 @ 1.00p ea,, 11-24 B 75p
£5-50 @ 6Up ea.

Eﬁ- f
&3y,

PLANET OF THE APES WEEERLY:

1 @ 2.00p, 2-5 @ 1.00p
6-10 @ 75p ea.,, 11-30 @ 6Op
31-60 @ S0p ea., 61-80 @ 40p
81-123 @ 0p ea.

EE”
Eﬂ] ']
Eﬂ.,

TITANS WEEKLY:
1 B 3.00p; 2-5 @ 2.,00p ea.,
E-10 @ 1.50p ea., 11-15 8 1.00p ea.
16-25 @ 75p ea., 26-35 @ 60p ea.,
36-58 @ 50p ea.

AVENGERS WEEKLY:

1 @ 3.00p, -5 2] 8 ﬂﬂi:l 2ds
6-10 @ l SUp ea., 11-20 @ 1.00p ea.
21-40 @ 75p ea., 41-75 @ 60p ea.,

FUTURE TERSE:
k=315 @ Eﬂp 2d. i

CAPTAIN AMERICA:
1-7,9-13,15,16,19-59 @ 20p. ea.

MARVEL SUPER ADVENTURE:

MARRVEL ACTION:
1-15 @ 20p ea.

MARVEL TEAM UP:
1,2,4,7-12,14,16-25 @ 20p. ea.

VALOUR:
2_15 E' IDP Ear

S0008Y D00y
l"5|_||r E.lﬂ*ll,lE-ES 1] Eﬁp- 2d.

KIM:
2,3,5,6-13 @ 25p. ea.

MONSTER MONTHLY :
1,2,3;,4, 5 @ 50p. ea.

SAVAGE SWORD OF CCONAN:

POCKET BOOKS

CHILLERS:
1-4,6,7,9-13,15-28 @ 25p

FANTASTIC FOUR:
1,5,7,10,12-28 @ 25p ea.

STAR HERDES: (X-Men)
1,5,6,10,12,14,15,16,17,
19-28 @ 25p. ea.

SPIDERMAN:
5;6_;1'[]"25 E 25[31 Ea-

CONAN :
2;4;5,6,9-13 @ 20p ea.

HULK:
2-13 @ 20p ea.

YOUNG ROMANCE
J'._"Er 3-13 @ ZDP Bda

TITANS:
4:5; ?-13 @ EUP Ean

MARVEL CLASS5ICS:
1-12 @ 25p ea.

WARS

EMPIRE STRIKES BACK:
140-161 @ 40p ea.
BLOCKBUSTER: .
1-3,5-9 @ 40p ea.

FRANTIC:
1-18 @ 10p ea.

FUIIN & GAMES:
3-22 @ 10p ea.
FUTURE TENSE: -~
36-41 @ 40p ea.

WORZEL GIMMIDGE

SAVAGE ACTION:
MADHOUSE
l o 1'4. @ 4'DP- 2d.

1981 SUMMER SPECIALS
hkhkhkkhhhhhhhhdhkikn

WESTERN GUNFIGHTERS:
STAR TREK:

Ly 29 3+ % 5@ 75D €a.

STARBURST

STARBURST: The Magazine of Film &
TV Fantasy.
5,12,13,14,15,19,21-42,43,44,45,

46,47,48,49 @ 75p. ea.

RAMPAGE: (Starring The 'X-Men)
2-45r7L{lU'd15}:L?r]j;pzcthar:aﬁf 28’*32’
34-51 @ 60p. ea.

1@ 75p,3-5 @ 60p éa.,13,14 @ 50p ea
26,28,30,32-36,40-43 @

4'?'45[}r55;}*{5(] E! ESCE? iEii-.;Eil“‘Ef? E! EQUE] ed

40p ea.,

1@ 95p, 2 @ 75p, 3-6 @ 60p ea.,
7-12 @ 50p ea.

SPECIALS
L E 2R R RS

EPIC - 2,3,5-10,12 @ 1.00p. ea.

@ 50p.
DRAGONSLAYER — 75p.

@ 50p.

CAPTAIN BRITAIN: (John Byrne) @ 50p.

CAPTAIN AMERICA: (John Byrne) @ 50p.

1981 WINTER SPECIALS

LEA 8 TR E R

DRI WHO 2

FANTASTIC FOUR:
SPIDERMAN :

X=-MEN:

WESTERN ‘GUNFIGHTERS :
SPIDERMAN FUNBOOK :
WEREWOLE:

ol e R ma

STARBURST POSTER MAGAZINES:

. 2)' ESCAFE FROM NEW YORK @
3) DRAGONSLAYER: &

9,16,17,20,21,22,24,25,28,29,30,32,

34 E_Eg @' Eﬂpt eds

Starring

Avengers and Captaln Erltaln
357-389 @ 50p ea.

the
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STAR WARS - Collectors Edition: 95p
STAR WARS TREASURY 2: @ 50p.

MARVEL SUPER SPECIAL B
BATTLESTAR GALACTICA: @ 50p.

50p.
50p.
501,
595. SUPERMAN & SPIDERMAN VS,
50p, DR.DOOM & THE PARASITE.
50p. 68 pages in full colour @ 1.00p.
50p. ;
1982 SUMMER SPECIALS:
7o o ok o ok e ke v e ke o o ke i
75p. DR, WHO: @ 55p
65p. BLAKES SEVEN: B 55p
FANTASTIC FOUR: @ 55p
SCOOBY DOO: @ 55p
HOLK & @ 55p
WORZEL GUMMIDGE: g 55p
EPIMSRMAN; @ 55p
PRACULA: @ 55p
FOM: @ 55p

e l"i-q.
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19F SPITAL ROAD, MALDON, ESSEX, ENGLAND.




JOSETIE SIMON

Dlalke's / and beyona.. !

Known as Dayna the huntress, skil-
led in the use of almost every Weapon
ever invented, she made a formidable
member of Scorpio’s crew. Having sur-
vived many adventures throughoutthe
galaxy she became the first victim of

‘the Federation when Avon and the
crew were surprised on Gauda Prime.
To this day viewers still wonder if
Dayna is really dead. We found out
and, whao better to set the record
'straight but Dayna herself, actress
Josette Simon. -

‘As far as I'm concerned, I'm afraid
she is. The part of Dayna was a time
when you have to say enough is
enough,’ confesses Josette. ‘In the be-
ginning it was terrific fun and | learned
a great deal about acting for television
butthe part had its limitations. I'm also
sadtosayitdidn’treally help my career
very much since, at the end of the
series, producers weren't exactly
queueing up to offer me work.'’

When the last episode of BLAKE'S 7
was completed in the studio, Josette
found herself seeking work in an
already depressed acting profession.
As she explained, even though her face
was familiar to many thousands of
viewers through her portrayal of Day-
na, it did not lead automatically to
offers of parts. |

‘I was out of work for about ten
weeks,’ continues Josette, ‘and it was a
very depressing time. | went to several
interviews but with no success then a
freind of mine mentioned a festival of
drama was taking place at the Ware-
house Theatre in Covent Garden and
there might be something initfor me. It
turned out, in fact, that one part in a
new Snoo Wilson play had not been
cast and, having read for the part, |
suddenly found myself rehearsing for
two days prior to the show being
opened to the public.

Once again Josette’s luck seemed to
be in. Sitting in the audience for one of
her performances were two directors
from the Royal Shakespeare Company
who immediately offered her a con-
tract.
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‘I was absolutely over the moon,’
beams Josetie. ‘There | was thinking
I'd be on the dole for the rest of my
career, wondering if |'d ever get
another part then, out of the blue, ! find
myself a member of the most presti-
gious Company in the country. | just
couldn’t believe my luck!’

The move to Stratford-upon-Avon
and the Royal Shakespeare Theatre
was one which Josette viewed with
some trepidation.

‘I didn’t know how | would fit in with
the others in the Company since the
RSC has a reputation for excellence
and | didn’t know if | had it in me to
attain that standard. | was soon put at
my ease, however, and found the rest
of the Company fun to be with, marvel-
lous to wark with and also a very happy
band of people.

It was not long before Josette was
also finding out how the RSC achieved
its reputation for excellence. Long
hours of rehearsal during the day fol-
lowed by a full evening’s performance
left her little time to*herselr.

‘We generally start at 10 o'clock in
the morning with rehearsal of one play
followed by the performance of
another that night. It can be very con-
fusing for someone not used to that
way of working. There are times when
you are never sure which play you're
supposed to be perfoming on the
night. | .x

Our day usually ends somewhere
about 11 o'clock at night and thatis our
schedule for six days a week. We have
one day off, the Sunday, and that is all.
It requires real stamina — and a good
memory — to keep going and remem-
ber the lines of the play you're sup-
posed to be performing!’

Not everything at the RSCis on quite
such aserious level however, as Joset-
te relates.

"There are always moments on stage
during a live performance when things
go wrong. For me, fortunately, not too
many disasters have stalked my per-
formances but the danger of the unex-
pected is always there.

At the RSC Josette learned
much from performing with
such-powerful actors as Derek
Jacobi.



During The Tempest, several of us
have to wear long knitted dresses and
as required in the play, we have to sit
down on stage at certain times. That is
not too difficult — it's the getting up
that always poses the problems.

It's not very easy trying to get up
gracefully when you're standing on the
hem of your dress and the serious lines
you're trying to deliver tend to get lost
after your third or fourth attempt to
stand up while saying them!’

‘Enthusiastic curtain calls can also

prove hazardous. As you may know, |
like to keep my hair short and, for the
play, Much Ado About Nothing, | was
wearing a wig secured by hairpins. All
through the performance one night
after I'd had my hair cut my wig was
working itself loose but managed to
stay approximately in place until the
end. When we were making our
second curtain call at the conclusion of
the play, | made rather a deep bow. . .
and found the wig falling over my face.
| beat a hasty retreat into the wings
flushed not with success but embar-
rassment!”

Some fellow actors in the Company
have not been as lucky as Josette In
saving their mistakes to the end.

‘During a performance of The Tem-
pest, an actor had to make his exit
carrying an armful of'clothes. As he'd
done the play several times, the
clothes preventing him from seeing
where he was going, no-one really
worried about his exit — not until that
fateful night. We all watched with hor-
ror as he made his exit — right off the
stage into the front row of the stalls!

I'm sorry to say the poor man hurt his
leg in the fall but the whole thing in
retrospect seems very funny. The most
amazing thing of all is watching the
audience reaction to an incident like

that. The people in the front row all

seemed to pretend the poor chap
wasn’t there, despite him lying across
their laps with his bundle of clothes
everywhere. | think they were embar-
rassed by the whole thing and chose to
ignore the accidentrather than help the
actor back on stage.

As an addition to her straight acting,
Josette has also taken to singing In a
big way.

Armed to the teeth and ready
for anything, Dayna always
appeared the capable ‘Hun-
tress’.
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'As part of a youth festival a friend of
mine set some poems of Edward Bond
to music and, I'm delighted 1o say,
they've been very well received. Sing-
ing is something l've always loved and
the combination of singing and acting
is something 've always wanted to
perfect. Hopefully more work like this
will come my way.'

Now very much part of the Stratford
scene, Josette still finds there js no
escape from her BLAKE'S 7 past.

‘Not Jong after moving to Stratford |
bought a small house in the area. The
very first Sunday | spent in the place |
decided )'d wash my car but, no soofner
had | started, than | was surrounded by
almost every child in the neighbour-
hood.

They couldn't believe Dayna had
moved in down the road! | found the
same sort of reaction when | started
shopping locally. It seemed every-
where | turned there was a BLAKE'S 7
fan. It feels like Stratford and the sur-
rounding area contains one of the
highest concentrations of BLAKE'S 7
fans anywhere in the couniry — Of
maybe they are just representative of
the country as a whole? Who knows?'’

Josette was also astonished by the
number of fans wha appeared at the
stage door at Stratford to see her when
they knew she was i1 a particular play.

Being someone who has always kept
#it the taxing schedule of the RSC did
not trouble her unduly.

"The team spirit in the Company
tends to keep you going,’ continues
Josette, ‘and, with the variety of parts
thrust at me, there's never a dull mo-
ment.’

Having played a witch in Macbeth,
Iris in Anthony and Cleopatra, Anitra in
Peer Gynt plus parts in Much Ado
About Nothing and The Tempesi,
Josette feels her own acting ability has
been improved and developed far
beyond what she ever hoped to
achieve. {

“Two of the best performers of today,
Helen Mirren and Derek Jacabi, have
taught me so much about the handling
of acting parts that their influence will
always be with me,

Helen Mirren especially has a unique
approach to acting, getting emotional-
ly invalved with her part to produce a
passionate performance which is ex-
hilarating and exciting to watch, Her
style of acting is the style |, hope 1o
achieve: delivering quality about that
type of acting which thrills an audience
and brings a play to life.’ _

"t was smashing to see them all,’ she

smiles, ‘but also some fans didn't real-
ise | was in a play until they saw me on
stage. Little gasps of recognition from
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Bloodied but unbowed —
that's the way Dayna appeared
to the viewers right up to the
moment of her tragic end.

the auditorium can still sometimes be
heard during a performance.

With such a following, does Josette
have any regréets about the series en-
ding?

"Yes and no. As | mentioned before,
Dayna was a part of my life when | was
working on the programme, a-part |
enjoyed very much indeed butlhave to
think of other things now. The fourth
series, also, did not really give Dayna a
real chance to develop as a character
and use her skill with weaponry.’

Did the introduction of the Soolin
character detract form Dayna’s skil(s?

I/ sure it must have done. { dor't
believe there was enough of a contrast
in the characters of Soolin and Dayia.
Both were good with guns and both
liked their share of the action. Had
Soolin been developed as a person

.4
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All it takes to change a depress-
ing day into one ofthe happiest
days of her life — a bottle of
champagne and a birthday
cake for Josette .

whose strengths lay in something
other than weapons, I'm sure the wri-
ters could have made better use of
both of us. As it was, there was always

the problem of deciding which of us’

would use a gun to good effect to get
out of a tight situation.’

Thoughthere might have been prob-
lems with character usage during the
fourth serjes, it never adversely
affected the personal relationships be-
tween the cast. Josette still keeps In
close contact with Glynis Barber and
Steven Pacey (Soolin and Tarant) who
all became firm friends during the
making of the series,.

‘We all see each other on a regular
basis, filming and play schedules per-
mitting, and we enjoy each others’
company. | suppose there is still some
of the BLAKE'S 7 magic left in us.
Certainly, when we appear anywhere
as a trio, the public still think so!’

\

Of all her experiences during the
making of the series, which events and
locations mean the most to her?

‘Betchworth quarry — or the mud
hole — will never be forgotten,” laughs
Josette. ‘When you've been splashing
about knee-deep in mud from six
o‘clock in the morning until late at
night in between torrential down-
pours, it's not something you forget in
a hurry.’

'‘By contrast, of course, there was the
beautiful setting of the south Dorset
coastline for summer filming. That, to
some extent, made up for the quarry.’

“The most memorable event, howev-
er, must have been the day we filmed
'HEADHUNTER" at Box Hill. It seemed
everything | tried to do that day went
wrong. Supposed magnetic mines

would not stick to the metal bridge

because of the constant drizzle.’

'We had to wander about in plastic
coats between takes and dyring re-
hearsal in order to keep our uniforms
dry and | was becoming thoroughly
miserable.’ g

‘To add to my depression, it was my
birthday and no-one seemed to know.
Thenwhen the filming was over for the
day, director Mary Ridge called me
over to where a small table had been
set up and, to my amazement and
delight, there was champagne and a
birthday cake all laid out for me. My
misery and depression were all forgot-
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ten. A rotten day turned into one of the
very best.’

'It's the sort of gesture which goes to
show Just how happy a cast we really
were. Everyone, from cast right
through to the stage hands who moved
props for us, were a terrific bunch; all
doing their very best to make sure the
programme was a success and it
worked.’

Whether it be straight acting or sing-
ing, Josette's professional careerlooks
like going from strength to strength in
the months to come.

I never try to plan too far ahead,’
concludes Josette. ‘Even a month is a
long time in the acting business, but
there are so many things | would like to
do that | hardly know where to begin.
some film work would top the list but,
until the opportunities come along, I'm
quite happy doing what I'm doing.’

Although the role of Dayna is now in
the past for Josette, we are certain she
will make a success of whatever comes
her way and are looking forward to
seeing her on television again in the
not too distant future.




SMASH HIT!

BLAKE'S 7 MAGAZINE — FANTASTIC
PHOTO OFFER! '

Your own personalised package for just £7.00
(incl. p&p.) After popular demand from you, readers
of this magazine, we are delighted to offer you the
chance to purchase packs of photographs of the
BLAKE'S 7 cast and the ships and equipment used
during the smash-hit tv series.

No fan collection will be complete without these
special pictures taken during the filming of the fourth
series. So don't delay, write today for your own

special collection of unique photographs from
BLAKE'S 7 MAGAZINE!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

We are proud to offer you two photo packs, each as unique as you
decide. The offer is split into four sections allowing you as wide a
choice of the available photographs as possible. Once you have decided
which of the two black and white photo packs you wish to buy you
may select any one of the colour photographs from the selection shown
on p.10. In addition, you may select, for a further fee, any black and
white photograph printed in any issue of BLAKE’S 7 magazine provi-
ding you clearly specify which issue, page number and brief description
of the picture you wish to buy.

Read carefully the instructions below and complete the attached
order form. If you do not wish to cut the coupon from your magazine,
please make an exact copy of the form as shown here before filling in
the details of your order.

X XXX

THE PHOTO PACKS

rack 1 ,

Pack 1 contains one 10" x 8" print in black and
white of each the following:

AVON, TARRANT, VILA, SOOLIN, DAYNA,
SERVALAN.

Plus

A 10" x 8" colour print from the selection dis-
played overleaf. (Please remember the price of a
photo pack includes only one colour print of your
choice. Further colour prints may be purchased
separately for an extra charge).




Pack 2

Pack 2 contains one 10" x 8" print in black and
white of each of the following:

SCORPIO, LIBERATOR, SLAVE, ORAC,
BLAKE, THE SCORPIO CREW.

Plus ,

One 10" x 8" colour print from the selection
displayed overleaf. (Again the price includes only
one colour print of your choice).

READER’S CHOICE PHOTOGRAPHS

As mentioned before, should you wish to buy copies of photographs used in the magazine but not listed in the offer displayed
here, please complete the appropriate box of the order form stating the issue number of the magazine, the page number on which
the picture appears, a brief description of the picture (so as to avoid confusion and supply of the wrong picture) then add the price
of the total number of desired pictures to the cost of the photo pack offer.

ADDITIONAL ORDERS

Should you wish_ to purchase more than one colour print from the selection displayed overleaf, please clearly print the letter code
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A short time ago in the magazine we announced that selected stories penned by readers would be published providing they
were no longerthan 3,000 words and typed on A4 sheets with double line spacing between. Stories must also relate to the

fourth series, using the Scorpio and its crew. On the

BEGINNING:; by Harry Waller.

For his subject, Harry has chosen the ending of the
find it as interesting and entertaining as we did.

Jollowing pages we present the first of such stories. A NEW

Jourth series and surmises on what could have happened. We hope you

Remember, if you believe you have a BLAKE'S 7 siory to tell and can write it in an exciting way, send your story, with a self
addressed stamped envelope, to the magazine address, marked SHORT STORY, and we will publish the best of them.
Meanwhile, here is Harry’s solution to the traumatic ending of the fourth series.

|
%

Avon stands over the body of the one
time friend he has just murdered. The
Federation guards close in, kicking aside
the sprawled limbs of Scorpio’s fallen
crew, In the stifling, clammy atmosphere
of the base on Guada Prime death is
everywhere. Avon’s eyes flick from side-
to-side. A dozen guns are aimed at him. Is
this really the ignominious end he always
suspected would he his? Should he surren-
der and throw himself at the mercy of
Servalan? As yet she had not shown
herself but, with his life in the balance,
could she be far away? For Avon there is
only one answer. Slowly, ever so Slowly,
he raised his gun. The guards, amazed by
his audacity, fail to respond immediately.
Avon’s finger tightens on the trigger. The
gun bucks in his hand. A Federation guard
catapults backwards under the impact
then the air is filled with exploding
charges. Avon fires twice more before he
slumps to the ground, his body covering
Blake's. A deathly silence prevails,

‘Bring him to me.’ From a dark recess to
one side of the control room the black-
cloaked figure of Servalan steps into view.
Without a sound, two guards grab Avon'’s
still form, raising it from the bloody corpse
of Blake. Even in death, they note,
Blake’s staring eyes seem to accuse and, as
if to underlin€ his accusation, his fresh
blood stains Avon’s uniform. Not moving
a muscle, Servalan stares down at the
body of Avon now lying before her. There
is no flicker of emotion on her pale face.
‘Take him to my ship,’ she hisses under
her breath. 5

‘But, Commissioner,’ protests a guard,’
we have orders . . .’ |

‘I have just given you fresh orders,’ she
rasps. ‘Now obey them or face the con-
sequences!” With that, Servalan turns on
her heel, sweeping ouf into the dimly lit
corridor.

‘She’s mad,” whispers a guard to his
friend. “You can see it in her eyes.’

‘Mad or not,” retorts the other, ‘I
wouldn’t risk crossing her. You know
what they say about her and this guy.’ The
guard kicks Avon’s limp body. ‘They say

A dozen guns are aimed at Avon. . .

once they were lovets. You know—had a
thing going. Maybe she wants him pre-
served in ice for old-times sake.’

The other shrugs his shoulders then,
bending to his task, helps carry Avon's
body from the scene of carnage. Even as
they lurch down the corridor with their
burden, the remaining guards move to
examine the other bodies. Once con-
firmed as dead they will be buried where
they fell when the neutron detonator
charges are set, the entire complex be-
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coming their grave. It was Servalan’s idea,
of course. She is nothing if not metho-
dical.

‘Have you located the computer yet?’
demands Servalan of her Captain.

“The machine was programmed to
transmit pulsed signals simulating a dis-
tress beacon. It was then concealed prior
to the terrorists entering the control com-
plex. The scanners are trying to locate it
now.

‘It must be found,’ commands Servalan,




“‘and it must be brought here within the
next ten minutes. It 1s a matter of extreme
urgency.’

‘Er, yes, Commissioner,’ replies her
Captain in a puzzled manner, ‘I'm aware
of that.’

“You're not aware of precisely why I
want that machine,’ she rasps. ‘Have you
tried the passive locator? If the computer
has been switched off and its key removed
the only hope of finding it will be by
transmitting a passive beta signal which
will change frequency when it passes over
the machine.’

‘There 1s a great deal of machinery
located round the rebel complex,” cau-
tions the captain. ‘It could take hours to
find the correct device.’

‘You have precisely eight minutes to
locate it and bring it here to the ship,” says
Servalan in a low, determined voice.

* ok &

The commissioner’s thinly veiled threat
1s not lost on her captain. When the guards
bring in the body of Avon it is placed on a
medi-couch. A thermal preserver sheet is
placed over the form. The captain knows
full well that the human brain cannot be
revived even having had thermal protec-
tion after fifteen minutes of recorded
death. At least half that time has elapsed.
He glances at his nervous mistress pacing
round the covered body. Unless he can
find the last hope of reviving the terrorist,
the computer called Orac, he will soon be
joining that still form on the medi-couch.
This time, however, the Commissioner
will have no intention of trying to revive
him. He immediately sets the beta search
mechanism in action.

Two minutes of lapse time remaining,
indicates the digital read-out attached to
the medi-couch. Servalan bites her Knuck-
les. Seldom has she felt so helpless. It is
not a time to anaiyse emotions. What she
feels 1s a mixture of rage and frustration.
She knows that beneath the silver sheet
Avon’s vital functions are slowly
atrophying — degrading beyond any hope
of recovery.

‘Sector six search party coming aboard,
Commissioner,” says her captain, cutting
through her morose thoughts.

‘Uh — what did you say?’

‘They've got it, Commissioner. The
computer called Orac. They're bringing 1t
on board now.’

kK

As the black-suited figures place the
dull silent box of circuits beside the medi-
couch, Servalan feels a flutter of excite-
ment in her breast. Atlast the machine she
has so long desired is hers. Ensor’s master-
piece is there to serve her. But there is
something wrong. Orac 1s not flashing.
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There is no sign of life in his mass of
circuitry. :

Servalan scowls as she thrusts connector
leads from the medi-couch into Orac’s
terminal sockets. ‘The key,’ she hisses, the
words catching in her throat. ‘Where is the

. key?’ .

“T'his was all we found,’ says the guard

commander in a mystified voice. ‘What’s

the key supposed to look like, Commis-
sioner?’

‘Pah!’ Servalan dismisses the guards
with a wave of her taloned hands. ‘Get out
of my sight! Without the key you have
brought me just so much junk!” Servalan
paces about, the biting of her knuckles
becoming more savage. There is blood
showing. Her captain ventures a sugges-
tion.

‘Er, Commissioner, the terrorist has not
yet been searched.’

Servalan shoots him a withering glance.
She tears off the silvered covering, gasp-
ing with shock as she sees the deathly grey
form lying on the medi-couch before her.
Swallowing hard she pulls open Avon’s
blood sodden jacket — nothing! An omi-
nous sinking feeling invades her stomach
and a cold seat trickles down her finely
sculpted back. That instant she feels
something pressing against her hand as
she leans on Avon’s open jacket. From
inside the lining the small oblong shape
seems to want to be found.

‘The key,’ she screeches.

Moments later Orac i1s humming into
life, 1ts lights flickering in the harsh glae of
the overhead beams.

“You are mine noe, Orac,” announces
Servalan, a degree of composure in her
voice. ‘You will do as [ say.’

'l am not programmed to respond to
your wishes,” retorts the small power-
house. ‘Avon has seen to that.’

‘You rust obey me!® screeches the
Federation’s head of security.

‘There is no must about it,’ snaps Orac.
‘I am closing down now. From now on
your voice print will not activate my
SENSOrs.

* %k X

Servalan takes a pace to one side,
presses her fingers together. ‘Then you
master, Avon, will die. It is in your power
to save him but, as you are not prepared to
co-operate, you can be responsible for his
death.’

Orac pauses for a few seconds, his micro
circuits pulsing. ‘Change connectors blue
and red to the negative terminals,” he
orders. ‘I will monitor his nervous system
and, if there is the slightest hope of
reactivating some or all functions, I will
provide the necessary boost.’

Her fingers trembling with anticipation,
Servalan makes the connection, watching
as the small coniputer begins his task. The
digital read-out now shows zero.Servalan

salvage.

A dark uniformed figure emerges. . .

bites her knuckles again. Is it too late? Is
everything she has worked for over the
last decade being destroyed before her
eyes? Not even the pain from her raw
knuckles can match the pain in her heart.
The answer, however, will not be long in
coming. Orac is already'committed to the
task of salvaging what is left of his master
— if indeed there is anything left to

* % H

‘Charges all set?’ asks the Federation
shock squad commander. A nod from one
of his minions confirms the fact. ‘Then
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clear’ the area, I'll set the timer here as
soon as the lasttrooper is back to the ship.’

The guards need no second bidding. All
are clear within minutes as the comman-
der surveys the scene of horror once more.
The blonde hair of Soolin spills over the
floor, her pale, lifeless face framed by it
giving her an air of serenity. Tarrant’s
body, by contrast, sprawls at the foot of a
tlight of steps, his injuries received during
Scorpio’s crash giving his face a ghoulish
appearance. A clip gun lies beside him.

‘A nice addition to my collection,’
muses the commander, reaching for it.
Suddenly his brain is jolted, a blinding
flash of light blotting out his vision. He
gasps, staggers a pace then falls on the
floor. He is already dead.



‘What’s happened to the neutron
charges?’ asks Servalan, trying to distract
herself from the drama being enacted
behind her on the medi-couch as Orac’s
lights pulse in a regular manner.

‘I believe the Shock Squad Commander
is leaving the building now, Commission-
er. The display screen is trained on the
entrance. The charges should detonate as
soon as he is clear.” With that, a dark
uniformed figure emerges, his face co-
vered by the frightening anti- flash mask
worn by all *Federation troopers. The
figure glances behind for an instant then
breaks into a run. A further two seconds
elapses then the structure seems to glow
dull red, a flash of brilliant whie follows,
then the enormous structure implodes.
‘Dust and debris form a black cloud con-
cealing: the total destruction initiated by

the neutron charges then it is all over.

Where once stood the heart of the rebel-
lion against the Federation, a ghastly
charred scar on the face of Gauda Prime
remains. A poor testimony to the bravery
of those who dared to fight for right
against wrong — for freedom against
slavery.

‘An astounding success, Commission-

er,” congratulates her captain. ‘Resistance
to the might of the Federation has been

crushed for good. Never again will rebels

dare to challenge our authority — not
when they learn of what happened here
this day.’

Servalan turns away sourly, her eyes
falling on the still form of Avon on the
“medi-couch. A lump comes to her throat.
‘Bring the Shock Squad Commander to
me,’ she says hoarsely. ‘I have one final
distasteful task for him to perform.’

‘Are you hurt,” questions Servalan,
looking at the slightly swaying figure be-
fore her.

“Th . . . blast, Commissioner. Got too

close . . .  The figure has to lean against a
nearby display unit to steady himself.

‘What’s the matter with yur voice?’ asks
Servalan, taking a step towards him.

“Th . . . the neutron emission. Heat
seared the throat, also melted a part of the
face mask. Would you like to see, Com-
missioner?” As the figure makes an
attempt to remove his helmet with some
difficulty, Servalan turns on her heel in
disgust.

“That will not be necessary. You can
have your injuries attended to as soon as
you have disposed of something for me.’
Servalan walks towards the medi-couch.
Avon's still form shows no sign of life.
‘Orac,’ she begins in a sad but serious
tone, ‘Have you activated any of his
nervous functions?’ .

‘l have monitored all Avon’s primary
. systems, have applied stimulation where-
ver possible but have met with a negative
result.’

ok K

For a long time Servalan stands looking
down at the body on the table, her back to
the Squad Commander and her Captain.
Against all her carefully controlled emo-
tions, a tear wells up in her eye and slowly
trickles down her cheek. She brushes it off
with a hasty movement. She clears her
throat.

“You said you had a task for me, Com-
missioner?’ interrupts the commander.

“Yes,” replies Servalan, taking a deep
breath. “This.’ She indicatés Avon’s form

with a sweep of her hand. ‘Prepare it for a
burial in space. ‘It’s of no further use to
me.” With that Servalan turns on her heel.
‘Report to me when it is complete. I shall
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be outside getting some fresh air. The
atmosphere in here is, er, disturbing me.”
The door hisses as the black shape drifts
out into the chill ari of Gauda Prime.
‘Well,’ breathes the captain,’ I've never
seen a display of emotion like that from
her before. Better get on with the job of
bagging him,’ he jerks a thumb in Avon’s
direction. ‘I'll get the ship ready for take-

oft.’
As the captain eases himself into his

command seat the Squad Commander
turns to look hard at Avon then, reaching
to lift a weighty instrument from a nearby
desk, he steps towards the captain.
‘What's the matter?’ asks the captain

“‘Charges all set?’ asks the Federation shock sad commander.



Y{}u. beheve / betrayed you. . -

casually. ‘Need something?’

‘Yes,” snarls the figure. The heavy ob-
ject crashes down on the captain's skull.
“Your ship!’ |

Servalan steps carefully round the peri-
meter of what once was the rebel base but
1S now a blackened hole surrounded by
scorched vegetation. The smell of death
and destruction is everywhere but it is an
atmosphere she prefers to that inside her
own ship. She wrestles desperately with
her mangled emotions, trying to rational-
ise her purpose in life with little success.
Suddenly, from behind her, the powerful
whine of a ship taking off jolts her from
her thoughts. She spins to see her own
craft sc;raring towards the heavens. ‘Whﬂt
the. .. 7’ she mutters. ‘I gaye no orders.. . !

As the shape grows ever smaller then
finally vanishes from her sight her eyes
begin to sparkle, ‘It couldn’t be,” she
gasps. ‘"He was dead! Oracsaid so!” A faint
smile spreads across her face, the lines of
emotional torture vanishing from her ex-
pression. ‘It begins again, Avnn Atleast |
pray it does . . . I’,

Inside the hummmg machme the dark-

suited figure steps away from the controls.
He heaves a sigh. The dead body of the

captain lies beside him, his form still

hunched in an attitude of pain although
the body is long past feeling anything. Just
then, some sixth sense makes the intruder
spin round. His heart pounds as, rising
from the medi-couch, the pale form of
Avon turns to stare at him, the eyes boring
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through to his very soul.
but you’re supposed to be dead,’
he mouths. ,;

'So are you,’ replies Avon’s tired voice.
‘I saw you go down.’

‘Hit by a stun charge,’ replies the other.
“The guard must have had his weapon on
the wrong setting.’

Avon removes the wires connecting him
to Orac, something which prompts an
immediate rebuke from the computer.

“Your suSpended functions are not yet
fully reactivated,’ protests the machine.

‘I'll work w1th what I've got,” growls
Avon in a tired voice. “You've kept the
charade of my death going long ennugh
[t's time I took control of my mind again.’

ok ok

As Avon raises himself unsteadily to his
feet the figure in the chair makes a quick
movement. Before Avon can blink, he
finds himself staring into the muzzle nf a
federation gun.

‘Another pace and you'll be back
amongst the dead again.’

‘What's this about? rumbles Avon.
“This is no time to talk of killing. We have
our skins to save.’

‘Like you saved the others on Gauda
Prime?' accuses the figure. ‘They’re all
dead, you know. I made sure they were
before I set the neutron charge. They
didn’t have the benefit of little Orac to
save their lives. Was that all part of the
bargain?’ :

Avon sits down heavily on the medi-
couch, danger signals flashing through his
brain. ‘What bargain?’

‘Between you and Servalan, of course.
You know, the Scorpio and us in exchange
for your life and a post in the federation
council.’

"You believe I betrayed yﬂu? says
Avon in amazement.

‘Well 1t wasn’t Blake. We all saw that
look on his face before he died. He
thought you were coming to join his rebel
cause. Instead, you kill him and bring
along Servalan and her thugs to murder us
alll’

“You'll never understand,
shaking his head.

‘Perhaps you're right,’ replies the other.
‘I'll also never trust you again.’

‘Did you ever?’ asks Avon, his eyes
fixed on the form before him. He rises
unsteadily to his feet, Takes a few paces
towards the threatening figure, ignoring
the levelled gun. A hand reaches out,
removing the helmet from the frightened
person. Their eyes meet. ‘But the time has
come to set that aside. If we're to make a
new life for ourselves we will have to work
together, won't we?’

The other nods in dumb agreement.

‘Good,’ confirms Avon. ‘Then let’s get
ourselves organised. ‘We've a few scores
to settle, haven’t we Viala o

" sayd Avon,
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MARVEL

CLASSIFIEDS

NOSTALGLA & COMICS
14-16 Smallbrook Queensway,

BIRMINGHAM B5 4EN,
Tel: (021) 643 0143.

American and British comics; Rock, SF,
Horror and General Film magazines.
Current and back issues. Comicstrip, SF,
Horror and Television orientated toys,
figures, kits, games, vehicles, masks etc.
Mail order list is available for a s.a.e. Our
large comic shop is open for you to call
in:- Mon-Fn 10.00-5.45. Saturday 9.30-6.00,
We can accept your ACCESS whether you
call, write or phone.
"a comic treasure trove'
— Brrrmingham Post

POSTERS & PRINTS -

Sci-fi. rock: pop. humorous, pin-ups.
scenics etc Choose from our vast
range available by mail order Send
just 50p for our full catalogue listing
HUNDREDS of posters and prints
imany tllustrated in full colour)
Cauldron Promotions (Dept MV)
47 Landseer Rd London N19 4G .

Shops |

ODYSSEY 7
Manchester University shopping precinet.
[he junction of Ozvford Road and Booth

Strect. Up the escalator 1o the mam
sguare, Tel: 061 273 G666,

Science Frenion novels, Fantiasy i
books, magazines, posters and stills
Role-plavine games, Star Trek and Iy
Who matertal. Narvel and 12,0 comies
Back pssues o latest imparis.

Open Mon=5ar Yo Mhom: 530 pim

FORBIDDEN PLANET BOOKSHOP
Comics, S.F. Film and T.V.
Fantasy.

SHOP: Mon-Sat. 10-6
except Thurs. 10-7

MAIL ORDER SERVICE
Please send 5. A E, for current
lists to: 23 Denmark Street,
LONDON WCZ2H 8NN.
01-836 4179

COMIC MART

Film material and thousands of
comics lor sale every 2 months at
the Central Hall Westminster,
LONDON .

Starts: 12-00. Admission {ree,

Dates: Dec 11, I:jar::h 26.

FANTASY & COMICS EXPLOSHON
45 Summer Row, Birmingham B3 1))
Enguiries: 0527 20384 (evenings)
Cipen Mon-5at 2-5.00pm
Fantastiy  selection ol latest amporis,
AMarvel and D.C. Large stocks ol back
ssues,  Discount s available on bulk
urders,

Matl Order Servicee available on imports
andd distributed, Marvel and D,C, comies,

Send an SCALEL Tor all enguiries,

Sheffield Space Centre
485 London Road, Heeley,
Sheffield 52 4HL
Telephone: Sheffield 581040

We stock a large selection of S/F,
Fantasy paperbacks, American
comics, Port folios, Magazines etc.
Open = XNaonday. Tuesday., Thursday,
Friday 10am - 5 pm, Saturday - Yam,
Closed Woednesdav. SAE tor List

THE COMIC GUIDE FOR
GREAT BRITAIN

The authoritative guide to comic
values, Lists Marvels, DCs and most
major British eomics/annuals e.g. Dr
Who, TV21, 2000AD & many more. Full
colour cover, over 100 cover repros, a
mine of information, £3.95.

COMICS UNLIMITED

The magazine for the serious comic
collector, Articles, advertisements with
thousands of comics for sale, much
more. Sample issue 60p, or a 6 issue
subscription for £3,

Cheques/POs for either of the above
payable to 'Fantasy Unlimited’, please.
All mail to our shop:

HEROES

The comic shop for Marvels, DCs,
2000AD and many more new and old
American and British comics, We sell
and exchange. Open Mon-5at 11am-
6,30pm. Three minutes from Highbury
& Islington tube, just off Upper Street,

21, CANONBURY LANE,
ISLINGTON, LONDON N1 25P.

STOCK REDUCTION SALE

100 different Marvel colour comics (our
choice) £10.00. in¢, postage. Or send a
20p stamp for our extensive lists of
comics and related material atthe
cheapest prices around. Try usyou

won't be disappointed, -

Derek & Sandie. ‘The Lanterns’
123a Horsham Ave. Peacehaven,
Sussex. BN98DT.

DRACULA
WANTS YOU!

It's O.K. — we're only kidding,
butif you are interested in
Vampires, Ghosts, horror

movies, books etc, then why not
jointhe Count Dracula Fan
Club? s.a.e. to BM Dracula,
London, WCIN 3XX.

KENT's leading stockists of
American comics,
science fiction, horror & fantasy
film material and novels etc.

The Edge of Foravar,

54, Bellegrove Road, Welling, Kent,
(telephone 01-301 3772).
Open Monday to Saturday (except
Wednesday), (Mail order available
— send SAE).

Comix & Books Unlimited
(formerly the Comic Bookshop)
Comics (from 1939-Feb '83) SF,
film & TV Fantasy. Monthly Sales
& Advance Lists: Please send
large SAE to.
205B Mansfield Road,
Nottingham NG1 3FS.

Tel: (0602) 411946,

Wholesale enquiries welcomed!

COMIC SHOWCASE

17 Monmouth Street, London WC2
01-240 3664

Open six days a week l0am to
6pm. We are THE SPEC__IHLISTS
in old American comics and our
vast stock ranges from Golden
Age through to the 70's; ineluding
Marvels, D.C.s;, E.C.s, Timelys
and many more. Regular ship:-
ments {rom the USA enable us to
offer a wide selection of the non-
distributed Marvels. We are
always interested in buying col-
lections of old or rare comics in
nice condition.

SRYRAG S,

Yorkshire's oldest in SF, Fantasy &
Comics. Science Fiction Paperbacks &
Magazines. Marvel & DC comiics from
Gplden Age 1o Advance Imporis.
Thousands of back i1ssues always in stock,
Film Posters and Magazines. Open daily
(exceplt Wednesday) 9.30-5.
51 The Superstore, Merrion Centire,
Leeds LS2 BLY.
L atest catalopue 30 pence,

Large selection of Marvel Comics
and Horror/Sci-Fi Magazines For
Sale,

Including Famous Monsters.
Starburst, Eere. Creepy.,
Vampirela. Castle of Frankenstein.
Savage Sword of Copan, Spirtand
many more, Send saelor listand
prices Lo Mr. G. Galbraith, 114
Dunraven Avenue, Beltast BTS
SIS, Northern Treland

Mail Order

THE BOOKSHOP
439 Hartshill Rd, Stoke-on-Trent.
Tel. 0782 618130,
Open Mon-Sat 9-6. .
THREE SHOPS IN ONE
Family bookshop, American Comic
shop, and NOW Fantasy Games
shop.

WE STOCK
Paperbacks & Hardbacks, cards
and stationery, new imports and

hack issue comics, T-shirts, boxed
games, rulebooks and miniature
figures. Also paperback exchange
and out of print book section.
COMIC BAGS
£1 per 100 plus 70p p&p. Cash
with order please. SAE for
samples of other types of bags.

Stargate One

Science Fiction Bookshop

S9A Northeate, Rochester, Kent

Tel (0634) 42297
Monday — Saturday Y-6
1000 ol Brinish and samerican
S.E. paperbacks, plus magazines,
COIMIes, posters alwavs m stock,

-We produce a FULL catalogue 50p.

“SPECIAL
EFFECTS”

20 Little Underbank, Stockport

FREE! FREE!
(iant Catalog of Sci-Fi,
Fantasy, Horrer, T.V.,

Film, Rock and Pop Stars
— Books, Badges, Posters,

Magazines.
Send Large S.A.E.

Fantasy World presents the
Northwest Comic Marts
Britains top comic dealers will be
selling comiecs (Marvel, DC, ete.), Film
Magazines, Role playing games, plus
related memorabilia,

At these Venues
Liverpool Bluecoat Concert Hall,

School Lane, Liverpool (City centrel,
All 1983 dates January 29th, Apnil 23rd,
June dth, August 27th, October 22nd &

December 10th.

Also at
Manchester Piccadilly Plaza,
Exhibiticon Hall, York Street,

Manchester (City centre).

All 1983 dates January 16th, March
12th, May 7th, July 2nd, September
17th & November 19th,

Doars open at 12 noon & admission|s
20p, For further information & map
sends.a.e. (o Fantasy World, 10Market
Square Arcade, Hanley, 5.0:T., Staffs,
0782 279294,

RODNEY EDUKSJJ;
Comics & Fantasy.'.

33 Longbridge Rd, Barking, Essex.

We have enlarged our Comic & Fantasy
range to 100,000 in stock!! COMICS SF
HORROR FANTASY TV ADVANCE IMPORTED
Comics & Mags. Write for our MAIL
ORDER LIST (S.A.E) To find out mare, call
in, or phone |AN BROOM on 01594 2858 !

(Look forward to seeing you.)

NaNaz=u=1s
COMICS

20 Ashley Boad. Boscomibw.
Bourmemwounth, RDorset BEETAETIO0202) 37735,

Over 150 nitles are available on our unigue

standing  order  service. Marvel, DC.,

Goldkey ete, and vou need pay nothiny

until you get your comix. Plus 100 s of

back issues, amports,  partfolios  id,

Phone in yvour standing order or send
kirge S.ALVE. for list,

Will any reader who feels that
they have not been supplied their
correct goods having paid for
them, and as a result of a Mail
Order advertisement which has
appeared in a Marvel magazine,
please write: to us stating the
name of the publication where
you saw the advertisement,
which issue (where possible), the
name of the advertiser, how
much money was sent, and
exactly what your complaint is.
Please write to: Dept (FT), Marvel
Comics Ltd, Jadwin House,
205-211 Kentish Town Road,
London NWS5.

MC21

To advertise in Marvel Classifieds phone Sally Benson on 01-485 4466




MARVEL UK: WINTER SPECIALS 1982 Ordering Instructions:

Tick the magazines on the form that
on sale early November 1982 you'd like us to send to you.

ALL ARE 48 PAGES WITH SOME QoLouyrR  Orders will be collated and copies
j[‘/ﬁﬂ?g mailed_ out when we receive them
e ... paredevil &0 - early in November.
l{aﬂzn ;ap " Please add postage to your order at
‘ veeses Star Trek 60p the following rates.
3 60p .eesss Spiderman 60p EXISTING MARVEL UK, SUBSCRIBERS:

il cawses Hulk 60p No Postage charge; Winter Specials

2 L «sssee Silver Surfer 60p will  be included with  your

'. ih‘ =ong .es.ss Blakes Seven 60p subscription magazines, but you must

YLy cseses Worzel Gummidge 60p order on this form and please return

‘ «eesss Scoobie Doo 60p a copy of your current mailing label
ssssss Dr. Who 6Up with the form when you order.

sonsen Xim 60
5 QOther Customers

The following are 68 pages in Full Please add postage and the following
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Colour rates:
208 of vour order with a minimum
cessss Conan £1.00 Y
cesvss Avengers £1.00 postage charge of 60 pence.
wl---.---..... @ BUP IE NAME ...................................
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All titles on our subscription lists Official Euhscrl.pl:mn Agents for Marvel Comics (U.K.) Ltd.
are mailed monthly. Weekly titles PERFECT MAILING QO. LTD. 19F, SPITAL ROAD, MALDOW, ESSEX, ENGLAND.

are collated as lished and mailed
out monthly in batches of 4 or 5 SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE

coples at a time.
As subscription details are kept on Weeklies:

computer files, please carefully

check vour address label. It will SPIDERMAN : 52 issues* £15.00.... 26 issues* £8.00....
list the magazine(s) to which you | .

subscribe along with start and SCOOBY-DOO 52 issues* £15.00.... 26 issues* £8.00....
finish numbers. i

If there is any discrepancy in the FANTASTIC FOUR: - 52 issues* €15.00.... 26 issues* £8,00....
information on the label, please . .

return it to us with corrections so KIM: 52 issues* £15.,00.... 26 1ssues* EB.00....
that we can make the necessary * '

amendments. RUPERT THE BEAR: 52 issues* €£15.00.... 26 1ssues® IE;E.HU....
Please note all subscriptions start

with the next available issue after Monthlies:
your application has been received.

We are unable to back date CINEMA: 12 issues £12.00.... 6 issues E£7.00....
subscriptions, '

BLAKES SEVEN: 12 issues £ 6.50c... 6 issues £4.00....
The subscription rates given include ‘
postage and packing throughout the DR. WHO: 12 issues £ 6.50.... 6 issues £4.00....
United Kingdom. . .
For the rest of the World, via STARBURST : 12 issues £12.00.... 6 issues £7.00....
Surface Mail, printed paper rate : _
ATRMAIL RATES are double Surface = MARVEL SUPER HEROES: 12 issues £ 7.50.... 6 issues £5.00....
Rates.

i
- RAMPAGE: (starring X Men) 12 issues £ 7.50.s.. 6 issues £5.00.044
All Magazines mailed cnce per month.

SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN: 12 issues £ 7.50.... 6 issues £5.00....
Choose the magazines to which you
wish to  subscribe, tick the DAREDEVILS: 12 issues £ 7.50.... 6 issues £5.00....
appropriate panel(s) on the order

form, complete the name and address send a stamped self-addressed

section and mail your order, with :
. envelope or 2 International Reply
.EuJ.'J‘ PAymens s "‘a*‘l“,g all icheques; Coupons FEor Information on back
PO's etc. payable to: issties.

PERFECT MAILING CO, AGE:

19£, SPITAL ROAD,

MAIDON, ESSEX, ENGLAND, T e YR SIGHWED:

Please allow six weel-:é. for Eirst ABSEEE . ) If under 16 this space must be
delivery. All mbﬂﬁriptmn orders o= . o countersigned by a parent or
nust be pre-paid in pounds sterling : e == =) guardian,

or U.S.$dollars. R |
1.00p sterling = $2.00 U.S.dollars. e eeienes AMOUNT ENCLOSED: |
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STARBURST SWEATSHIRT OFFER!

Here it is! The offer that all you fantasy film fans have been screaming for — the Official Exclusive
Starburst sweatshirt! The shirts are tastefully designed by Kevin at Logo Promotions, and stylishly modelled by
our very own Rahid Kahn and the lovely Penny — don’t they make a stunning couple?!

1 8. 0. 0.0.0.0.6 8.8

Of course we realise that the
average Starburst fan does not exist
— Starburst fans are no way
average! — so nor are our sweat-
shirts — they come in varying sizes,
small to extra large, so you don’t
have to be as sleek and trim as our
man to sport the fantastic STAR-
BURST logo!

The two styles on offer are as
illustrated, one in gunmetal grey,
and one with additional stripes on e T B e
the sleeves. Both are machine-wash- S s ¥ IARDUKS
able and made from a 50% cotton/ | | EIARDU . SRETE
50% polyester acrylic heavy-weight
fleece-backed fabric. The sizes are:
Small (30-32""), Medium (34"-
36"), Large (38"'-40""), Extra Large
(42+4). Both sweatshirts have been
printed to the highest possible
standards with inks that will retain
their strength and clarity through-
out the life of the garment — what
more can we say?!
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The closing date of this offer is end January 1983, so get your orders in.fast to:
Starburst Sweatshirt Offer, Marvel Comics Ltd., Jadwin House, 205-211 Kentish Town Road, London NW5 2JU
Make your cheque/postal order payable to Marvel Comics Ltd., and please allow 28 days for delivery.

To: Starburst Sweatshirt Offer, Marvel Comics Ltd., Jadwin House, 205-211 Kentish Town Road,
London NWb 2JU,

Please send: (tick appropriate boxes). . ... .. (state quantity) Starburst Grey Sweatshirt(s) @ £5.99 + 95p p&p

in size(s) Small D Medium D Large X Large D

............... (state quantity) Starburst Sweatshirt(s) with strips @ £7.99 + 95p p&p.

in size(s) Small D Medium D LLarge D X Large
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