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ByJamesAttwood

LewisHamiltonsays
thathisstorming
victory in last
Sunday’sHungarian
GrandPrixwillbe
theturningpointof
hisseason.

TheBritishacebeat
pointsleaderSebastian
Vetteltoclaimhisfirst
winforMercedesF1.
Hamiltonhadgonein
totheraceexpecting
hiscartostruggle
fortyrewearinthe
hotconditions.

“Theteamhasdone
anexceptionaljob,”
saidHamilton.“We
haveworkedsohard
tounderstandthese
newtyres.Iamvery
hopefulthiscouldbea
realturningpointfor
usaswecopedwith
thesehightrack
temperatures.”
Hamilton’swin,p2-3

British ace says Hungary form shows he can fight for title
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Hamilton won as his rubber
maintained its grip levels
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INTHIS ISSUE
Hamilton predicts better performance

ByJamesAttwood

Lewis Hamilton believes
the ability of his Mercedes to
cope with the searing track
temperatures in Hungary last
weekend proves that he can
be competitive in every
remaining race.

TheBritontookpoleposition–
histhirdinarow–butsaidgoing
intotheracethatheexpectedhis
cartofadeduetotheextremeheat
attheHungaroring.HisW04
racerhaspreviouslystruggled
withPirellityrewear,especially
inhotconditions.

However,Hamiltonhadno
significanttyreissuesduringthe
racerunningtherevisedPirelli
rubberthathadbeenintroduced
forthisevent,andledhomeRed
Bull’sSebastianVettelfora
crucialvictory.

“I’vebeenonpoleforthelast
threeraces,andit’sgoodtofinally
notlosepositionandjustbeableto
holditthroughouttherace,”said
Hamilton.“Icameheresaying
andprayingthatwhenweputon
thesetyresthattheywouldcome
towardsusmorethanawayfromus
anditseemslikethey’vedonethat:
thetracktemperaturewas55
degrees,oneof thehottestraces
Icanrememberdoing,andfora
teamthathasstruggledwithtyre
degradationtodaywasawalkin
thepark.

“If wecanbequickhereinarace
withthesetracktemperatures
thenI’mveryhopefulthatwecan
becompetitiveeverywhereelse.”

No tyre trauma
Afteraspateof high-speed
puncturesintheBritishGrand
PrixinJune–whichcostLewis
Hamiltonalikelyvictoryinhis
homeevent–Pirelliintroduced

BOOSTED BY
HUNGARY
TYRE WEAR

newtyresinHungarythat
combinedthe2012construction
withthe2013compounds.

Theteamshadthechanceto
sampletherubberduringthe
recentYoungDriverTestat
Silverstone,butHamiltonand
NicoRosberg’sMercedesteam
wasbarredfromtheeventas
punishmentforit’s ‘secret’Pirelli
testearlierthisyear.Thatmeant
Mercedesdidn’tgettotrythenew
tyresuntilFridaypractice,when
bothdriversstruggledandwrote
off theirchancesof victory.

Hamiltonsaid:“Wewereon
thebackfootwhenwecamein.
Iwasn’tevenexpectingtobeon
pole.Iwasreallycontrolling
thepace,particularly
throughthesecond,
thirdandlaststint.
Thisisjustdownto
anexceptionaljob
fromtheteam.We
cameherewith
upgradesand

constantlydoingworktotryand
understandthesetyres.Inthe
raceweboltedthemonandthey
justworkedforus.Ireallywas
notexpectingit.”

Mercedesteamchief Ross
Brawnadded:“Wewentinto
thisracenotknowingwhere
westoodintermsof tyre
performancebutastherace
unfolded,itbecameclearthat
wewereabletostaycompetitive
withbothcarsanddrivers.

“Thishasbeenanencouraging
weekend.Inextremelyhot
conditions,wemaintained
ourSaturdaycompetitiveness
onSundayafternoonandit
certainlyfeelslikewehavemade

agoodstepforward.”
WhileRosbergretired

withanenginefailure,Brawn
addedthatHamilton’swin
provestheteamcancontend
forthetitle.Hamiltonis

fourthinthepoints,47
behindVettel.Brawn

added:“Thebalance
wasn’tgreat

victory race stunning after            performance better predicts Hamilton
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HEADLINE NEWS
after stunning race victory

Photos: LAT

POINTS
Aftertenof19races
POS DRIVER POINTS

1 SebastianVettel 182
2 KimiRäikkönen 134
3 FernandoAlonso 133
4 LewisHamilton 124
5 MarkWebber 105
6 NicoRosberg 84

initiallybutwedidthingson
FridayandSaturdaythathelped.
If wecanreplicatethatthereis
noreasonwhywecannotwin
moreraces.If wedon’treplicate
itthenwewon’t.Butwehavetoget
bothcarstothefinish.Wedidn’t
dothathereandyouhavetohave
bothcarsrightupthere.”

Hamiltonsaid:“Whenyouhave
awinlikethis,yougetexcitedand
thinkanythingispossible.Butit’s
still tooearlytosaywhetherornot
wecanchallengetheseguys.”

Hamiltonsaidhisfirstwinsince
leavingMcLarenforMercedes
vindicatedthatdecisionandfelt
special.“Itfeelsdifferent,”said
Hamilton.“Italwaysfeelslike
it’sthefirsttime,that’sforsure,
whenyouwin.Irememberthe
firsttimeIwonitwasexceptional,
andhereitwasareallycalming,
relaxingfeeling.Ireallywasn’t
expectingit.”

Attackingdrive
Thedecisivemomentof therace
cameshortlyafterHamilton’s

firstpitstop.Heemergedbehind
thetwo-stoppingMcLarenof
JensonButton,butquickly
battledpasthisfellowBritinto
TurnOne.Hamiltonalsotwice
passedMarkWebberwithbrave
movesintoTurnThree.

Bycontrast,Vettelwasstuck
behindButtonforanumberof
laps,damaginghisfrontwingin
afailedattempttogetpastthe
McLaren.Vettellostaround
12sbehindButton,whichhelped
LotusmanKimiRäikkönenvault
himforsecondplace.“Youcould
tellIwashungryforit,”said
Hamilton.“Ineededtogetpast
thosepeopleandusuallyIget
stuckintraffic.TodayIwasn’t
havingit.”

Vettelsaid:“Icameoutof the
pitsbehindJenson,whichwas
crucial,andstruggledtogetpast.
Idamagedmyfrontwing,which
didn’thelp.Itwasalongtimeand
Ilostabitof speedandjusttried
tohanginthere.

“Afterthat,itwasaboutfighting
backasmuchaswecould.”
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HAMILTON’SSEASONSOFAR

AUSTRALIA
Unable to keep tyres
fresh to make a two-
stop strategy work

MONACO
Dropped
behind both
Red Bulls after
badly timed
safety car

SPAIN
Struggled with
heavy tyre
wear and fell
out of points

BRITAIN
Leading the
race when
he suffered a
puncture

Vettel was bottled up behind
Button, which ruined his race

Hamilton made short work
of passing Jenson Button
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Lewis Hamilton dealt out a Mercedes masterclass to all his rivals on Sunday

TURNSUPTHEHEAT
LEWIS L

ewisHamiltonis
prettyspecial,
period.Butshow
himanywheretight
andtwisty,wherehe
candriveasif he’s
aboarda750bhp

kart,andhe’smorespecialstill.
Hungaroringisjustsuchaplaceand

Lewistookadominantfourthwinatthe
track,his22ndcareervictoryandonehe
consideredamongthemostsignificant.

ItwashisfirstforMercedes,of course.
He’dtakenpolepositiontoo,butwe’ve
seenthatbeforein2013.Whatwehadn’t
seenwasaconvincing,untroubled
Mercedesvictoryintracktemperatures
exceeding50degrees!Theseasonhas
onlyjustpassedthehalfwaypoint.
Hamiltonisnowwithintenpointsof
secondplaceinthechampionship.He’s
48adriftof SebastianVettelbut,innew
money,that’slessthantworacewins.
Strangerthingshavehappened...

“Iwasstunnedwhentheytoldmeit
waspole,”Hamiltonadmittedpost-Q3on
Saturday.“Ilostabitof timebrakingat
TurnSixandthemiddlesectorwasn’t
great.Ididn’tthinkitwasadisasterbut
IexpectedSebastiantobeatit.”

As,nodoubt,didVettel.“Therewasn’t
muchmissingfrommylap,soIthink
Lewisdidaprettygoodjobnomatter
whathesays,”Sebreckoned.

Therewasjust0.04sbetweenthem,but
thatprovedcrucialtoVettel’shopesof a
fifth2013win.Thereisasignificantdelta
betweenthecleananddirtysidesof the
gridinHungaryandVettelwasfaced
withstartingontheunfavourableside.

Themanlookingtotakefulladvantage
wouldbeRomainGrosjean,theFrench-
Swisslookingthemoreconvincingof
thetwoLotusdriversrightfromtheoff
onFriday.Comingonthebackof afine
performanceinGermanywhich,
againstanyonealittlelesssharpthan
thetriplechampion,wouldprobably
havegivenhimhisfirstGPwin,
Romainwasingoodshape.

NicoRosbergmadenosecretof the
factthatracepacewasthepriorityat
Mercedes.Hisqualifyinglapwas0.34s
fromLewisbuthehadn’tbeenableto
makeanybrakebalanceadjustments.

Alltheevidence,hesaid,pointedto
progresshavingbeenmadewithtyre
longevity,butwithoneof thehottest
tracktemperaturesinF1historywidely
anticipated,hewascircumspect.

FernandoAlonsowas0.4sfrompole
withthefirstof Maranello’scarsand
afterqualifyingeighthandninthat
NürburgringandSilverstone
respectively,hewashappy. “Wethought
wecouldbeintroublehere,”hesaid,“so
I’mconfidentthatfromwhereIamIcan
challengeforthepodium.”

YoucanneverruleKimiRäikkönen
outof contentionbut,ataplacelike
Hungaroringheneededaqualifying
speedmorelikehisteam-mate’s.

FelipeMassa’stenureof thesecond
Ferraricontinuedtobeamuch-
discussedsubjectinthepaddock,
althoughitwasovertakensomewhatby
rumours–probablydesignedtodrive
Räikkönen’spricedown–which
suggestedthatAlonsowasmaking
enquiriesatRedBull!

Thegrapevinewasalsobuzzingwith
newsthatDanielRicciardo’sRedBull
runattheSilverstoneYoungDrivertest
hadbeenevenmoreimpressivethan
evidentfromheadlinelaptimes.

ChristianHornerconfirmedthatthe
youngAussie“couldn’thavedoneany
better,”andRicciardodidhimself no
harmatallbyputtinghisToroRosso
eighthonthegrid–histhirdconsecutive
appearanceinQ3.

SergioPérezwasthirdquickestinFP3Hamilton took his fourth
victory at the Hungaroring

The Briton has jumped back into title battle
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RACE FACTS Results © 2013 Formula One Administration Ltd

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS
FIA Formula OneWorld Championship, round 10/19
POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME

1 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes GP 1h42m29.445s
2 Kimi Räikkönen FIN Lotus-Renault +10.938s
3 Sebastian Vettel GER Red Bull-Renault +12.459s
4 Mark Webber AUS Red Bull-Renault +18.044s
5 Fernando Alonso ESP Ferrari +31.411s
6 Romain Grosjean FRA Lotus-Renault +52.295s*
7 Jenson Button GBR McLaren-Mercedes +53.819s
8 Felipe Massa BRA Ferrari +56.447s
9 Sergio Pérez MEX McLaren-Mercedes +1 lap
10 Pastor Maldonado VEN Williams-Renault +1 lap
11 Nico Hülkenberg GER Sauber-Ferrari +1 lap
12 Jean Eric Vergne FRA Scuderia Toro Rosso-Ferrari +1 lap
13 Daniel Ricciardo AUS Scuderia Toro Rosso-Ferrari +1 lap
14 Giedo van der Garde NED Caterham-Renault +2 laps
15 Charles Pic FRA Caterham-Renault +2 laps
16 Jules Bianchi FRA Marussia-Cosworth +3 laps
17 Max Chilton GBR Marussia-Cosworth +3 laps
18 Paul di Resta GBR Force India-Mercedes L66/hydraulics
19 Nico Rosberg GER Mercedes GP L64/engine
R Valtteri Bottas FIN Williams-Renault L42/engine
R Esteban Gutiérrez MEX Sauber-Ferrari L28/gearbox
R Adrian Sutil GER Force India-Mercedes L12/hydraulics

Winner’s average speed: 111.540mph Lap leaders: 1-8 Hamilton; 9-10 Vettel; 11-12 Grosjean; 14-22 Webber; 23-31 Hamilton; 32-34 Vettel;
35-50 Hamilton; 51-55 Vettel; 56-70 Hamilton. *includes 20-second penalty for causing a collision.

DRIVERS
POS DRIVER PTS

1 SebastianVettel 172
2 KimiRäikkönen 134
3 FernandoAlonso 133
4 LewisHamilton 124
5 MarkWebber 105
6 NicoRosberg 84
7 FelipeMassa 61
8 RomainGrosjean 49
9 JensonButton 39
10 PauldiResta 36

CONSTRUCTORS
POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS

1 InfinitiRedBullRacing 277
2 MercedesGP 208
3 ScuderiaFerrari 194
4 LotusF1Team 183
5 SaharaForce India 59
6 VodafoneMcLaren 57
7 ScuderiaToroRosso 24
8 SauberF1 7
9 WilliamsF1 1
10 MarussiaF1 0

NEXT
RACE

WillHamilton’sformhold
whentheFormulaOne
seasonresumesatSpa?

QUALIFYING
POS DRIVER TIME
1 Hamilton 1m19.388s
2 Vettel 1m19.426s
3 Grosjean 1m19.595s
4 Rosberg 1m19.720s
5 Alonso 1m19.791s
6 Räikkönen 1m19.851s
7 Massa 1m19.929s
8 Ricciardo 1m20.641s
9 Pérez 1m22.398s
10 Webber no time
11 Sutil 1m20.569s

POS DRIVER TIME
12 Hülkenberg 1m20.580s
13 Button 1m20.777s
14 Vergne 1m21.029s
15 Maldonado 1m21.133s
16 Bottas 1m21.219s
17 Gutiérrez 1m21.724s
18 DiResta 1m22.043s
19 Pic 1m23.007s
20 VanderGarde 1m23.333s
21 Bianchi 1m23.787s
22 Chilton 1m23.997s

MARK WEBBERFASTEST LAP ON LAP 61 (AVERAGE SPEED: 116.571MPH)

Photos: LAT
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HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX
Circuit:HungaroringLap:2.722miles
Racedistance:190.560milesLaps:70
Laprecord:1m19.071s(MichaelSchumacher,2004)
2012winner:LewisHamilton (McLaren-Mercedes)

HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX
C

 distance: Race
record: Lap
winner: 2012

‘Can’t domuchmore to further
his claim to a Red Bull drive’
Tony Dodgins rates Daniel Ricciardo, p7

Date:July 28
Weather:Abitwarm

READ MN’S EXCLUSIVE DRIVER RATINGS P7

Hamilton jumps MarkWebber

record: Lap 2004) Schumacher, (Michael 19.071s 1m
winner: 2012 (McLaren-Mercedes) Hamilton Lewis 

Track temp: 49C-50C
Ambient temp:35C

Drag reduction
system activation

onSaturdaymorningbutmanagedto
backtheMcLarenintotheTurnOne
tyres,fortunatelywithoutdamagingthe
gearboxandearninghimself apenalty.
HefollowedupwithaQ3appearance
andninthonthegridwiththeprime
tyre.Withthoseaheadonoptionsand
facingshorteropeningstints,Pérezwas
fanciedtoleadrelativelyearlyon.

ThesameappliedtoMarkWebber,
notthathewastoohappyaboutit.After
impressiveFridayrunsheexpectedto
challengeforthefrontrowandarace
win.Butacombinationof KERSand
gearboxproblemsmeantthathe
couldn’truninQ3.Hisfacetoldyou
whathethoughtof that...

Onlyslightlysouthof MonteCarlo
whenitcomestotheovertaking
difficultyquotient,theelbowsare
alwaysoutonthe600mrundownto
thefirstcorneratHungaroring.

Hamiltonmadeafinegetawayfrom
polebutVettelwasextremelyphysical
inhisdefenceof secondplacefrom
Grosjean,movingtheLotusover
towardsthegrass.Hadithappenedthe
otherwayaroundyoucouldimagine
rathermorefussbeingmade...

Hamilton,Vettel,Grosjean,Alonso,
Massa,Räikkönen,Webber,Button,
RicciardoandPérezformedthetopten
astheyblastedacrossthelineonthe
openinglap.Rosbergwasbackin12th
afteratanglewithMassaatTurnFive.

Pérezhadlostaplacetherefore,but
thingswerelookingpromisingfor
Webber,upthreeslotsfromtheP10dirty
sideof thegridandtheleadingcaron
primetyres.Justbehindhimthough,
Buttoncouldbeevenmoresatisfiedwith
anopeninglapinwhichheleapt
from13thtoeighth!

Earlierintheyear,atracessuchas
BahrainandBarcelona,Mercedeswas
introubleforracepaceimmediately.
Thistimethough,Hamiltonhadthe
situationundercontrol.Hewasquick
enoughtostartdroppingeveryone
exceptVettelandGrosjean,with
Alonso’sfourth-placedFerrarieight
secondsbackafterfivelaps.

Toprotecthimself fromapotential
undercut,Hamiltonpittedfirst,on
lapnine.Hewasjustover20sclearof
Button’sprime-shodMcLarenwhen
hedidso.Itwouldbeclose.Lewis
emergedjustbehindhisformerteam-
mate,whichcouldhavebeencostly.But
Hamilton’sracewasprettymuchperfect
ineveryregardandhewaspastthe
McLarenintoTurnOne.

Vetteltookovertheleadforacoupleof
lapsbeforehisownstop,whichallowed
Grosjean’sLotustoheadthefieldfor
threelapsbeforetheFrenchmanalso
stopped.BothrejoinedbehindHamilton
and,significantly,Button.Whichis
wheretheystayeduntil lap24.

“Weweren’tabletogetpastquickly
andSebastianalsosustainedabitof
frontwingdamage,”ChristianHorner
explained.“ThatreleasedLewisandput
usbackintotherealmsof fightingwith
Kimi,whowasonatwo-stop.”

Grosjean’sstophadhandedtheleadto
Webber,whorantolap23beforepitting
foranewsetof primes.Withnewoption

rubberavailablethroughnotrunningin
Q3,Webbermighthavebeenexpectedto
tryatwo-stopracewithashortfinalstint
onthesoftertyre.Butlap23lookedalittle
earlyforthat.Andsoitwouldprove.

AsButton’smediumtyresstartedtogo
off,hecameunderincreasingpressure
fromVettel,whohadbeenunsuccessful
inanearlierattempttopasstheMcLaren
atTurnTwo.Vettelsustainedfrontwing
damageintheprocess,whileButtonwas
fortunatenottopickupapuncture.

Vetteleventuallyforcedhiswaybyup
theinsideof TurnFour,andGrosjean
triedtofollowhimthroughatthe
chicane.Romainlookedasif hehadthe
movedone,butthenseemedtojinkleft,
intoJenson.Itwasonlylightcontactbut
helaterreceivedadrive-throughplus20s
addedtohisracetime.

“Idon’tknowwhathethought,”Jenson
said, “UnlessItooktothegrassitwas
inevitablethatweweregoingtotouch.In
fact,Idon’tthinkhewasthinking...”

GrosjeanapologisedtoButtonbut, for
themoment,continuedhischaseof
Vettelunhindered,whileJensonbailed
outafter24lapsonhisfirstsetof primes.
Hereturnedtothefrayonoptions.After
astrong13-lapstintonthose,heboltedon
asecondsetof newmediumsandtook
them33lapstotheendtocomeawaywith
seventhplace.“Thatmightnotlooktoo
exciting,especiallyafterwefoughtfor
fifthatNürburgring,”headmitted,“but
we’vedoneagoodjobthisweekend.”

Grosjean’ssecondstop,foranotherset
of newprimesonlap25,afterjusta13-
lapsecondstintonhisfirstset,wasa
surprise.Hadhesustaineddamagein
thecontactwithButton?

“No,”explainedLotus’sAlanPermane,
“WeweretryingtoundercutVettel.We’d
plannedtogomuchlongerandthendo
ashortthirdstintandlongfourthstint,
butweswappeditaround.Threestops
wasalwaystheplan.”

WhatevertheplanforGrosjean,it
wasabouttobescuppered.Herejoined
behindMassa’sFerrari,strugglingwith
inconsistenthandlingeversincethefirst
lapcontactwithRosberg.Onlap29
Grosjeanpulledoneof theballsiest
movesyouwilleversee,aroundthe
outsideof theFerrariinTurnFour.

Hepulleditoff too,butitinvolved
runningoff thecircuittoavoidcontact.
Theleft-handwheelsof theLotuswere
astridethewhitelinemarkingtheedge
of thecircuit.If we’dbeenplayingtennis
Grosjeanwouldhavebeen‘in,’butaswe
weremotorracing,hewas‘out.’

Strictlyapplyingtheletterof the
law,thestewardingpanelawarded
Grosjeanapenalty.Butthemovehad
beensogoodthatyoukindof hoped
Romainwouldgetawaywithit(see
column,pagenine).

Hedidn’tthough,andtheextrapit
visiteffectivelyspelledtheendof his
challenge.Anunrepresentativesixth

placewaswhathetookhomefromarace,
thesecondinsuccession,thathecould
conceivablyhavewon.

“Idon’tthinkhe’dhavebeaten
Hamilton,”Permaneconceded,“but
he’dhavebeenonthepodium,either
secondorthird,dependingonhow
thingsworkedoutversusKimi.”

Räikkönen,withabetterqualifying
position,wouldhavebeenathreattoo,
buthespentthefirststintstuckbehind
Massaandtheteamconvertedhim
fromathree-toatwo-stoprace.

Hamiltonmadehissecondstopfor
freshprimesonlap31andpittedout
behindWebber,whowasjusteightlaps
intoastintonsimilartyres.

Thatcouldhavebeenaproblem.But
notforLewisHamilton.Whenyouhave
tobedecisivethere’snobodybetterand
LewiscarvedinsidetheRedBullonthe
insideof TurnThree.

“IthinkMarkwascaughtbysurprise,”
ChristianHornersmiled.

Withgoodreasontoo!Webberisnot
knownforon-circuitcharitybuthe
wentoff thecircuittomakeroomand
Lewiswentonhisway,unhindered.
Thatearlierfirststopwastoprovea
vitalfoundationtoLewis’swin,butboth
driverandteamwereimpressivefrom
firsttolast.

Hamiltonfinallywonbyalmost11s
fromRäikkönen,whowasabletofend
off theattentionsof Vettelintheclosing
lapstomakehistwo-stopwork.Behind,
Webberpittedforhisnewoptionswith11
togoandrejoined12sbehindhisteam-
mate.Whenhelapped1.5squickeronthe
nextlap,thingslookedliketheymight
getinteresting,butWebberfoundhe
neededtonursethesoftsintermittently
togetthemtotheend.

AlonsoandFerrarididnothavethe
racepaceinHungary,finishingmore
thanhalf aminutebehindthewinning
Mercedes.ThelucklessGrosjeanwas
sixth,thenButton,Massa,Pérezand
PastorMaldonado,whofinallyearned
Williamsitsfirstpointof 2013.

Andso,afterthefirstracewithPirellis
thatwewillhavefortheremainderof
theyear,whatdoweknow?Hasthe
statusquochanged?

Mercedesseemedtohavelost
qualifyingperformance–notenough
tokeepthemoff pole–buttobein
possessionof strongerracepace.So,
shouldVettelandRedBullexpectthem
tobeanuisancefortherestof theyear?

“Yeah,definitely.Youcanbesureof
that,”reckonedAlanPermane.Hisown
Lotusteamhadastrongafternoonbut
Ferrari,andpossiblyRedBull, lookas
if theymayhavetakenasmallhit.

Howmuchof thisonewasLewis
andhowmuchof itwasMercedes?
Theteam’srivalsmusthaveleftforthe
summerbreakferventlyhopingthat
Hamiltonhadbeenevenmorebrilliant
thanhelooked...■

Williams picked up its first
2013 point with Maldonado

Drag reduction
system activation

KimiRäikkönensuccessfullyusedatwo-stopstrategytobagsecondplace

DRS Timing line
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DRIVER ANALYSIS BY TONY
DODGINSANALYSIS DRIVER DODGINS

Our man gives his no-nonsense views on the grand prix grid

LewisHamilton’swin
inHungarywasthe
22ndofhisFormula
Onecareer.Thatnow
putshimjoint12thon
thelistofmostwins,
tiedwith1996champ
DamonHill.Fittingly,
thefirstofHill’s22
victoriescameatthe
Hungaroring20years
ago.Hill’spathtoglory
waseasedwithteam-
mateAlainProststalled
ontheparadelapand
hadtostart fromthe
back.Hill finished
morethanaminute
clearofBenetton’s
RiccardoPatrese

“Fifth isgood.”That
mightnotsound like
FernandoAlonsobuthis
Ferrari hadn’tqualified
thatwell for three
months.Happierwith
his tractionandsaidhe
couldchallenge for the
podium.Hewaswrong.
LeftonSundaynight
witha longer face,
conceding thatFerrari
haswork todo.

Describedqualifying
as“complicatedand
belowexpectations,”
butstill justa tadshyof
Alonso.Suffered from
opening lapcontact
withRosbergwhich
affected theFerrari’s
handling.Muggedby
Grosjeanandhadthe
goodgrace tosay that
he thoughtRomain’s
penaltywasharsh. 7/10

FERNANDOALONSO FERRARI

FELIPEMASSA FERRARI

7/10

Seemedbewildered
tobeon thirdstraight
polepositionaftera lap
thathadn’t felt anything
special. Fearedhe
mightbea race-day
mobilechicane if tyres
wentaway.Theydidn’t
andhewasanything
but. “Iplayed itdown
because Iwasn’t sure,”
hesmiled.Ominous
display for the rest.

AlthoughMercedes
qualifyingpacenow
takenas read,claimed
hewassurprised to
start fourthhaving
concentratedonrace
paceandsuffereda
stuckbrakebalance
adjuster.Opening lap
waswildandcontact
droppedhimto12th.
Outsix lapsbefore the
endwithengine failure.

LEWISHAMILTON MERCEDESGP

NICOROSBERG MERCEDESGP

Blamedhimself for lack
ofaggression inQ3but
doffedcaptoLewis.
Heavy-handedwith
Grosjeanon the
opening lap,sustained
frontwingdamage
whenhehitButton,
admittedhewaswrong
towhingeaboutKimi’s
defence.Self-critical.
Youcanbewhenyou’re
thatgood...

“A three-weekbreak to
turnupwithnoKERS
anddodgygearbox
settings inQ3.
Embarrassing.”Didn’t
run inQ3andwas
unimpressed.Primes
fromtenthon thegrid
wasnotallbadand
fourthwasa fineeffort.
Wouldhavebeen
interesting ifhe’d
caughtVettel...

Found it tougher to finda
decentset-upon the ‘newold
Pirellis’ andcouldn’tmatchhis
team-mate inqualifying foronly
secondtimethis
year.Started
sixth, threeslots
adriftofRomain
andwasdelayed
behindMassa.
Switchedtoa
two-stopand
wasstill
quick
enoughto
pipVettel.

Didn’tmakeQ3and lackinga
decent frontendon thenew
Pirelli softs.Figured that it could
bedownto increasedrear
downforce that
mightpay
dividendsat
Spa.Wouldn’t
giveanythingup
–askVettel–
deserved
better than
seventh
place
at the
end.

GotoutofQ1withaquarterof
asecondtospare,P15,but
improved inQ2and
onlymissed the top
tenshoot-outby
0.06s.Celebrating
his100thGP, fates
weren’t kind
tohimand
hewas
first to fall
due to
more
car-
related
issues.

Starredat
Hungaroring
last yearand
in theballpark
right fromthe
startagain.
Fastestofall
inFP3,
qualified
third.
Refusedtobe intimidatedby
Vettelatstart, abitcack-
handedwithButtonbutpass
ofMassa totallyheroic.Two
penaltiesvery, very tough.
Deservedat leastapodium.

Third inFP3
just0.3s
fromthe
pacewas
promising
butbacking
it into the
tyres rightat
theendgave
the ladsa
busy lunchbreak.Gearbox
okay though,sonopenaltyand
still handilyplaced.Poorstart
andgettingstuckbehind
Ricciardo for theopening
stintcosthimdear.Ninth.

Disastrous
qualifying
session for
Paul,who
couldn’t
switch the
soft tyreon.
Gripless,
he found
himself
stuck inQ1.
Greatstart
movedhimto14th,wherehe
ranbehindRosberg.Team
calledhim inwith four togo
due toahydraulics issue.

DANIEL
RICCIARDO

Can’tdomuchmore to furtherhis
claimtoaRedBull in2014.Put the
ToroRosso intoQ3for the third
successive race.Theyshouldhave
toldhimWebberwasretiringback
inMarch!Notenoughracepace
though.Gothome13th.

PASTOR
MALDONADO

Said thathe thought thecarwas
feelingbetterbut itmusthavebeen
PR-speakbecause the timing
screensdidn’tagree.Qualified
15th,pickedupasloton the first
lapanddrovewell toclaim first
Williamspointofseason.

JEAN-ERIC
VERGNE

Hasalwaysstruggled tomatch
Ricciardo inqualifyingbuthalf a
secondoffaroundtheHungaroring
isa lot. Linedup14thbutgot to the
flagbeforehis team-mate.Didn’t
care though.Would ratherhave
beenbehindhimbut in thepoints.

VALTTERI
BOTTAS

More frustration foryoungFinnas
FW35simplynotcompetitive,
thushe faced70 lapsofscorching
Hungaroring from16th .Ended
uponlydoing42though,whenhe
lost thehydraulicsand failed to
finish for the first time.

TORO ROSSO WILLIAMS

only  for qualifying in team-mate
this  time second

Started  year.
slots  three sixth,

Romain  of adrift
delayed  was and

Massa.  behind
a  to Switched

and  two-stop

you’re  when be can You 7/10

SEBASTIANVETTEL REDBULL

MARKWEBBER RED BULL

KIMI
RAIKKONEN

LOTUS

JENSON
BUTTON

McLAREN

ADRIAN
SUTIL

SAHARAFORCEINDIA

ROMAIN
GROSJEAN

LOTUS

SERGIO
PEREZ

McLAREN

PAUL
DIRESTA

SAHARAFORCEINDIA

8/10 9/10 8/10 7/107/10 6/10

NICO
HULKENBERG

FoundhimselfP12 inQ2but
anothersevenhundredthswould
haveputhimP8–themidfieldwas
that tight!Pointswas the targetand
wouldprobablyhavescoredone
hadapit lanespeed limiter issue
notearnedhimadrive-through.

ESTEBAN
GUTIERREZ

LostFP3toanengineproblemand
admittedhecouldn’tadapt to
changedtrackconditions.Failed
toescapeQ1.Moreproblemson
raceday, this time transmission,
meant thatheposted the race’s
secondretirementafter28 laps.

SAUBER

HULKENBERG 6/10 5/10 7/10 7/10 8/10 6/10

CHARLES
PIC

Asecondaway fromdiResta in
Q1buta0.8sgaptoMarussiawas
bigger than forsometimeandhad
himoptimistic.Startedonnew
optionsandthen tried two-stop
racewith32 lapson final setof
mediums.Tyresgoneby theend.

GIEDOVAN
DERGARDE

Complainedofundersteer,made
changes,butstill 0.33s fromPic
when itmattered.Anothergreat
start tocomeround18th,ahead
ofBottas.Employed three-stop
race, thebestofhisseasonso far,
toovercomePic.

CATERHAM

7/10

6/10
JULES
BIANCHI

Madeamistakeat the finalcorner
inQ1andcosthimself acouple
of tenthsbut therewasnoway
hecouldhave takenon the
Caterhams.Thecarwasahandful
onprimesand itwasa toughand
ultimatelyunrewarding run to16th.

MAX
CHILTON

Didagood job toqualifywithina
coupleof tenthsofBianchihaving
givenhiscarup toRodolfo
González inFP1.Noway they
could raceCaterhamand itwas
astruggle tomanagethebalance
andthe tyredegradation.

MARUSSIA

6/10

6/10
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RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND UP

Noshortstop
TeamsmetwithFIArace
directorCharlieWhitingto
discussthepossibilityof
introducingaminimumpit
stoptimeduringraces.The
movewassuggestedtogive
engineersmoretimetocorrect
mistakesshouldanerroroccur.
Teamsfailedtoreachan
agreementwithSebastian
Vettelsaying:“Pitstopsarea
bigpartof thespectacleofF1
andit’sacomparisonbetween
teamswithengineerstrying
tobethefastest.Safety is
important,but thesporting
aspectmustbepreserved.”

Alonsooutpaced
FernandoAlonsosuffereda
defeat inHungary,whenhewas
beaten inaLegochallengeby
simulatordriverPedrode laRosa.
Thepairwenthead-to-head tosee
whocouldbuild thenewLego
Ferrarimodel in thequickest time.
De laRosamanaged2m45.44s
withAlonsoasluggish4m08.68s.

Kimi’swork
KimiRäikkönenreckonsthat
Lotus’poorqualifyingformis
hurtinghischancesoffighting
for thetitle.Räikkönenfended
offa latechallengefrom
SebastianVettel toclawback
somepointsforsecondin
Hungary,buthadtorecover
fromsixthonthegridtodoso.
“Saturdaysaremakingthe
racedifficult,”hesaid.“We
needtofix itsothecar isnear
thefront.Thenwecanwin.”

Williamsscores
WilliamschiefengineerXeviPujolar
says that the team’s firstpointcan
spur thesquadontobigger things.
TheGrovesquad finallycelebrated
its firstpointof theyearwhen
PastorMaldonadotook tenthplace
inHungary.Pujolarsaid: “Itgives
usgreatmotivationgoing into the
summerbreakandtocomeback
evenstronger for the final races.”

Grosjeangroan
RomainGrosjeanreckonshe
couldn’thavedoneanymore
tosecureabetter result in
Hungary.Despitequalifying
third, theFrenchmanwound
upsixthafterservingadrive-
throughforstrayingbeyond
tracklimitswhenpassing
FelipeMassa,andlandinga
20spenalty forhittingJenson
Button’sMcLaren.“Thiswas
onethatgotaway,”hesaid.

TonyGaze
TonyGaze, the firstAustralian to
startaworldchampionshipgrand
prixdied thisweekat theageof93.
Gazewas instrumental in the
creationofGoodwoodwhenhe
convincedtheEarlofMarch to
convertRAFWesthampnett intoa
track.Hecontestedanumberof
non-championshipGPin1951
beforemakinghischampionship
debut in theBelgianGP.Hestarted
theKangarooStablesportscar
teamthat ranJackBrabhamin
AstonMartins.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNEWSRACING

RedBullheadChristianHorner
hashintedthathisteamwill
makeadecisionof whichdriver
will line-upalongsideSebastian
Vettelfornextseasonoverthe
courseof thesummerbreak.

Lastweekend’sHungarian
GPsignalledthestartof the
mandatorytwo-weekshutdown
inF1beforetheseasonresumes
atSpa-Francorchampsin
BelgiumonAugust23.

DanielRicciardo,Kimi

RäikkönenandFernandoAlonso
(seestory,above)areincontention
toreplacetheretiringMark
WebberatRedBullRacingnext
term.HornersaidinHungary
thathehadruledoutToroRosso
racerJean-EricVergneforthe
seat,butaddedthatheexpected
theteamtoreviewthesituation
overthebreak.

“We’lltakeprobablythe
summerbreaktoreflectonthings
andthenwe’llannouncethe

decisionatprobablySpaor
Monza,Idon’tthinkitwilltake
longerthanthat,”hetold
reporters.“The[YoungDriver]
testhasstrengthenedDaniel’s
case,butbothheandKimiare
extremelygoodcandidates.

“[TheRedBullseat]isabittoo
soonforJean-Eric.Hedeserves
hischanceinF1soshouldhenot
succeedinhisbidforaRedBull
seatthenheshoulddefinitely
continuewithToroRosso.”

ByRobLadbrook

FernandoAlonsohascalledfor
animmediateturnaroundfrom
hisFerrari teamif it is tokeep
himinthefight for thisyear’s
worldchampionship.

AlonsoandFerrarisuffereda
difficultHungarianGrandPrix
lastweekendwiththeF138lagging
behindboththeRedBullsandLotus
machines.Alonsoestimatedthat
theteamwaslacking0.4stothe
otherfrontrunningcars.

TheSpaniardmanagedtosteer
hisFerrarihomeinfifthplace,
buthewasover30sbehind
theleadingcars.Ferrarialso
madeanerrorwithhisDRS
system,failingtochangethe
unlimitedusepre-racesetting
tothemorerestrictedrace

setting.AlonsoactivatedhisDRS
threetimesoutsideof themandated
areas.Racestewardsinvestigated
andfinedFerrari15,000eurosfor
thefailureafterdeemingthe
engineersweremoreculpable
thanAlonsohimself.Alonsogained
lessthanasecondfromtheillegal
useacrosstheracedistance,butwas
stillwellinarrears.Thepoorresult
followsonfromfourthintheGerman
GPattheNürburgring.Alonsoisnow
39pointsbehindchampionship
leaderSebastianVettel.

TheSpaniard,32,saidFerrarihad
toworkhardtoovercomethe

deficitintothemandatory
summerbreak.

“Thisraceendswhat’s
beenagenerallydifficult
monthforus,”hesaid.

“Silverstoneandthe
Nürburgringweren’tstrong
andthisisthefinalpartof the

cyclewherewehavenot

beenuptopar.Fifthwasthebestwe
couldmanage.Wedidn’tmaximise
thestartandIgotcaughtupwith
Romain[Grosjean]andourchance
wasgone.Wejustdon’thavethepace,
weweretooslowonthesoftandon
themediumsowewerealways
defending.ThankstoHamiltonand
Kimithelossinthepointswasn’ttoo
highbutwehavetoclosethisgap.We
havetoimproveimmediately.”

Ferrarichief StefanoDomenicali
saidthattheswitchinconstruction
of thePirellityrescouldbeafactorin
theslump.Headded:“Forsurewe
havelostperformancethatwehad.
Wewereverygoodintheraces,but
intheseconditionsweweren’tfast
oneithercompound.

“Weneedtounderstandif this[tyre
change]isthecase.Wehavetoreact
now–thesearethetyrewewillusefor
therestof theseason.I’mexpecting
areasonfromourtechnicalgroup
soon.WeneedtofightatSpa.”

ALONSOPUSHES
FORMOREPACE
Former champion says Scuderia needs to find form–and quickly

Photos: LAT

Red Bull’s new driver decision is expected over the next fewweeks

Alonso was lacklustre in
the Hungarian Grand Prix

Whowill joinVettel (above)?Horner sayswewill knowsoon

Alonso enters the frame for a
seat with Vettel at Red Bull
FernandoAlonsohasemergedasasurprise
candidateforthevacantRedBullRacingseat
nextseasonafterhisagentheldtalkswiththe
teamattheHungaroring.

ReportsemergedthatFerrari’sdriveragent
LuisGarciaAbadhelddiscussionswithRed
Bullteamchief ChristianHornerinHungary.
BothRedBullandAbadinsistthatthetalks
werecentredaroundthefutureof RedBull
JuniordriverCarlosSainzJr,whomAbad
alsorepresents.

ButHornerrefusedtodenythatAlonsowas
alsobeingconsideredasacandidatetopartner
SebastianVettel.Hetoldreporters:“Weareina
positionwherealotof drivershaveexpressed
interestintheseat.

“IsAlonsoavailable?Youhavetoaskhim.We
havetodowhatisrightfortheteam.Therewas
speculationaboutKimi,nowit’sFernando.”

Asaresultof therumours,Ferrarihasstated
thatAlonsoistiedintoacontractwiththe
squaduntil2016.
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Citroën’s has revealed
Sébastien Loeb’s new
C-Elysée World Touring Car
Championship challenger,
and says that the car will
benefit from the technical
knowledge invested in its
rallying campaigns.

The French firm took the
wraps off the new machine
last week, which will be raced
by nine-time world rally
champion Loeb and a
yet-to-be-determined
team-mate (see
sidebar). The car is
based on the
forthcoming
C-Elyéee road car, but
runs many of the
underpinnings
from the DS3
World Rally

Car, including the same
direct-injection 1.6-litre
turbocharged engine.

Citroën Racing’s technical
director Xavier Mestelan-
Pinon said: “From a strictly
technical perspective, the
choice of a three-box saloon
body was ideal in terms of
aerodynamics, so the C-Elysée
was the perfect choice.

“We were able to install the
various components fairly
easily. Insofar as this is our
first track racing car, we
constantly had to ask
ourselves questions about
the relevance of our choices,
but that’s what makes this an

exciting new challenge.”

WRAPSCOMEOFF
NEWCITROENCAR

‘Bianchi seems like a
shoo-in for Ferrari’
Marussia ace’s future berth? p21

AaroVainioandRobertVisoiu
sharedtheGP3racevictories in
Hungary.Raceonepolesitter
VainioheldoffAmerican
ConorDaly inaracewhichwas
interruptedbyasafetycar,with
Vainiodefending inafinal two-
lapsprint finish.Visoiumade
themostofhis reversegridpole
positiontotakea lights-to-flag
victory.As in raceone,asafety
carwasneededafteracollision
betweenteam-matesMelville

THE FASTEST NEWS

ROUND-UP

Palmer buoyed after tyre gamble pays off
BritishGP2racerJolyonPalmer
reckonshissuccessfulstrategyin
thefeatureracewininHungary
lastweekendhasgivenhimand
theCarlinsquadmomentum
goingintothesummerbreak.

Palmerstartedseventhonthe
gridforSaturday’sfirstrace
butwastheonlydriverinthetop
eighttostarttheraceontheprime
mediumtyrecompound.The
team’sgamblepaidoff asPalmer
managedtoconservehistyresto
stayoutlongerthanhisrivalsin

frontbeforeswitchingtothe
softeroption.

“Tobehonest,Iwasgoingtogo
fortheoption,”Palmersaid.“It
wasalatecallonthegridbecause
wesaweveryoneaheadonsoft
tyres.It’sperfecttimingtowin
becauseitgivesustheconfidence
betweennowandSpainAugust.”

NathanaëlBerthonclaimedhis
maidenGP2victoryfrompole
positioninSunday’ssprintrace.
Hewonbyovertwosecondsfrom
MitchEvanswithLeimerthird.

McKeeandLewisWilliamson.
Visoiucontrolledtherestart to
winaheadofCarlosSainzJr...
RyanNewmanprevented Jimmie
Johnson fromtakinga record fifth
Indianapolis victory in theNASCAR
SprintCup’sBrickyard400.
Johnsonseemed tobeheading for
thewinafter jumpingpolesitter
Newman in the firstpit stopphase.
Newman,who is looking foranew
teamfornext season,heldon towin
by threeseconds...JamieWhincup
extendedhis leadat thetopof
theV8Supercarsstandingsby
claimingvictory in thefirst race
of theweekendatQueensland
Raceway.RookieScott
McLaughlin tookhis thirdwinof
theseasoninracetwo,but the
biggestshockwas left for race
three.ChazMostert tookhis
maidenV8win,givingtheDick
Johnsonteamits firstvictory
since2010.Mostertgotahead
ofpolemanWillDavison into the
first turnand ledtothefinish...

The C-Elysée will form the
basis of Citroën’s World
touring car campaign

CITROENC-ELYSEEWTCC
Chassis:Reinforcedsteelbody
withwelded,multi-pointcage
Engine:1598ccturbocharged
direct injectionwithdouble
overheadcamshaftand four
valvespercylinder
Power:380bhp@6000rpm
Torque:400Nm@4500rpm
Transmission:Front-wheeldrive,
Sadevsix-speedsequentialwith
mechanical self-lockingdifferential
Brakes:Front:380mmventilated
discswith four-pistoncallipers
Rear:300mmventilateddiscswith
two-pistoncallipers.Adjustable
brakebias
Suspension:MacPhersonStrut
frontandrearwithadjustable
dampers
Wheels/Tyres:10x18’with
Yokohama660/275/R18tyres
Dimensions:Length:4577mm
Wheelbase:2,700mmTrack:
1750mmWeight:1,100kg

TECHSPEC

Loeb has new
target for 2014

Citroëninsiststhatitwon’t
rushintoadecisionon
whichdriverwillpartner
worldrallylegend
SébastienLoebfor
itsmaidenWTCC
campaignnextyear.

Citroënwillrun
twoof itsnew
C-ElyséeWTCC
machinesinthe
globalclassnextyear,
butsofarLoebisthesole
driversigneduptothe
programme.Citroën’s
shortlistincludestriple
WTCCchampionYvan
MullerandBritishstarRob
Huff,butthefirmisalso

interestedinrunning
RobertKubicaforalimited
circuitprogramme.

Kubicarunsaworks-
supportedCitroën

DS3intheWRC2
category.Citroën
teambossYves
Mattonsaid:“We

areseekingthebest
driver.Thisisnot
measuredbyjust

performancebutalsobythe
abilitytofitintotheteam
andworkwithSébastien.

“Thereisnoplanatthe
moment[torunKubica],but
whenyouworkwithadriver
likehim,youneedtoask.”

Matton in no rush to confirm drivers

year,  next class global

programme. circuit
works- a runs Kubica

Citroën  supported
WRC2  the in DS3

Citroën  category.
Yves  boss team

“We  said: Matton
best  the seeking are

not  is This driver.
just  by measured

Kubica is in
the frame
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A
s the 2013 F1 schedule
passed its halfway point in
Budapest, Hungaroring
represented an important
test for Romain Grosjean.

Not because, allegedly, his
tenure of the second Lotus is reviewed on a
three-race basis and this was round nine, nor
because he’d gone so well in Budapest last year.
It was simply that, a season and a half and 35
races into his grand prix career, the weight of
expectation is bearing down ever more heavily.

Last year there was speed aplenty and multiple
misjudgments. It was a scenario that, for a
rookie, hardly made him unique. But after a
while patience wears thin. Formula One teams
want the speed without the errors.

Grosjean’s critics will say we saw perfect
examples of both in last Sunday’s Hungarian
GP. He received two penalties for his troubles
during a spirited race but I reckon he was
hard done by.

Desperate not to lose time to Vettel stuck
behind Jenson Button, he attempted to follow
Sebastian past the McLaren and the light
contact between the pair was cack-handed.
Romain realised as much and later apologised
to Jenson.

HispassofMassaaroundtheoutsideofTurn
Four though,wassimplystunning.WhenNigel
MansellpassedadelayedAyrtonSenna
approaching thatcorner in1989,Senna
was trippedupoutofTurnThreebyStefan
Johansson’sOnyx,whichhadaboxfulofneutrals.

Ayrton had to lift and so Mansell’s move was
earlier, easier and nothing like as impressive.
And yet people still wax lyrical about it almost a
quarter of a century later.

I suppose you can’t blame race stewards,
one of which was Allan McNish, an eminently
sensible driver and fellow, for following the
letter of the law.

Or can you? You could say that Massa forced
Grosjean wide and that Romain was merely
avoiding a collision. I don’t think I could have
brought myself to penalise him for something
quite so majestic.

Surely we want to encourage driving like that,
not discourage it? But did Romain’s reputation
precede him, perhaps?

After such a tough 2012, Grosjean has
worked to up his game. He regularly visits
the same female psychologist that looks
after France’s giant five times world judo
champion, Terry Riner.

It seems to be working. Lotus had been
impressed with its latest spec’ Grosjean. Not
just at Hungaroring but Nürburgring as well.
They feel that he has performed well, both in and
out of the car, becoming a bit of a different guy.

After Nürburgring the team told the all-new
Romain to keep doing whatever he was doing.
They find him calmer, more relaxed, less panicky.
He qualifies and races equally well. If he can
keep it up, they reckon, it bodes well for the
rest of the season and his career.

Sorry, but I thought Romain was simply
magnificent in Hungary.

MN’S EYES IN THE F1 PADDOCK

TONY
DODGINS
“I think that
Grosjean was
hard done by”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com

DODGINS
was  Grosjean

”
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RACING NEWS
ByMattJames

BossesoftheHondaRacing
BritishTouringCar
Championshipteamsaythat
thisweekend’sroundsat
Snettertonwillbeadamage
limitationexercisefor the
title-winningteam.

Thechampionshipreconvenes
atSnettertonafteraseven-week
breaksincethelastroundsat
Croft.Earlyinthemonth,there
wasatwo-dayDunlopTyreTest
andwhiletheHondaRacing
teamwasn’tpresentwhenthe
otherswererunning,itdid
runaweeklaterduringa
generaltestsession.

TeammanagerPeterCrolla
said:“Wewerehappywiththe
runningwedid,anditdidn’t
harmusbynotbeingatthe
generaltest.Wewere
consolidatingtheset-upthatwe
hadandwehadsuccessfullong
andshortruns.

“Weknowthatwiththepower
deficitthatwehave,duetothe
turboequalisationregulations,
Snettertonisgoingtobeavery
toughweekendforus.Itwillbe
damagelimitation.MattNeal
hasbeenhugelyconsistentthis
seasonandwewanttokeep

thattickingover.
GordonShedden’s
gotabitof catch-

inguptodoand
both
drivershavea
pointstargetfor

Power deficit to hurt BTCC leaders at Snetterton

HONDAPREPARES
FORTOUGHRACE
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Neate says his new
BTCC Cruze is tidy
AndyNeatesaysthatitisarelief
tofinallygetbehindthewheelof
hisnewChevroletCruzeBritish
TouringCarChampionship
machineaftertwotestslastweek.

Neate,whohascreatedhisown
IPTechteamtoruntheClub44
hatchback,shookthetwo-litre
turbochargedcardownat
TurwestonAerodromeon
Tuesdaylastweek.Hethen
headedtoSnettertonadaylater.
Althoughthecarsufferedsome
electricalproblems,Neatesays
thathewasimpressedwiththe
car’shandling.

“Weonlymanagedtoget
throughabouttenor11lapsdueto
someproblems,whichwerealised
whatwecouldn’tfixatthe
circuit,”saidNeate.“Butfromthe
runningwedidmanageIcould
tellthatthecarisgoingtohandle
reallywell. Itisjustpleasingtoget
thethingupandrunning.”

Neatesaidthathewasplanning
afurtheroutingatMalloryPark
thisweekleadinguptohisreturn
tothechampionshipatSnetterton
thisweekend.

Neatesampledhisnewmotor

Anglo American Oil Company Ltd
Tel +44 (0)1929 551557 Fax +44 (0)1929 551567
racing@aaoil.co.uk www.aaoil.co.uk

SilverstoneClassic,26-28July2013
SupportedbySunocoracefuels

Civic duty for BTCC
class battler Kaye
JackSearsTrophybattlerJames
KayewillswaptoaHondaCivic
S2000carfortheremainderof
theseasonaftertheAmDTuning.
comsquadstruckadealwith
TeamDynamics.

KayeisthirdintheJackSears
Trophyforolder-speccars,but
fourwinsbehindleaderLea
Wood’sVauxhallVectra.

TeambossShaunHollamby
explained:“Ouraimwastowin
theJackSearsTrophywiththe
Golf,andwewerepleasedwiththe
goodstartwehad.Thecarhas
beenasquickif notquickerthan
ourmainrivals,butabigcrashat
Doningtonsetusback.The
chancetoswitchtotheCivicwasa
resultof James’relationshipwith
Hondaandwastoogoodtomiss.”

Kaye,aformerHondafactory
driver,testedthecaratSntterton
lastweek.Hollambyhintedthe
teamcouldbuyanNGTCCivic
fromDynamicsinfuture.Its
planstobuildaVauxhallAstra
havebeenputonhold.

Turbo equalisation rules
could hurt Honda at Snett

Televisionboost for
classic club racers
Bossesof theClassicTouring
CarRacingClubsaytelevision
coverageandthegoodwillof
ex-clubmembershaveboosted
thegridsatthisweekend’s
FestivalatMalloryPark.

Theclubhasstruggledto
garnerhighgridnumbersfor
manyof itschampionshipsso
farthisseasonbutCTCRC
competitionsecretaryAndy
Johnsonsaidtheattraction
of theFestivalhasmeantits
formermembershavecome
outinforcetosupportit.

“Wearequiteasmallclub
whichisrunbyindividuals,”
Johnsonsaid.“Thisweekend
manyof theex-clubmembers
havecomebacktosupportus.
Alotof themliketoraceon
grandprixcircuitsbutthe
clubcan’taffordtodothat
unlesswecombinegrids.”

TheFestivalwillbeshown
onMotorsTValongsidelive
internetstreaming.“Wehave
20ClassicThunderracers
comparedtofouratthelast
roundatPembrey,”said
Johnson.“TheBlueOval
SaloonSerieshas30carsand
thedriverslikeTVcoverage.”

IN BRIEF

STANDINGS
BritishTouringCarChampionshipafter15/30rounds
POS DRIVER TEAM POINTS

1 MattNeal HondaYuasaRacingCivic 224
2 AndrewJordan PirtekRacingHondaCivic 205
3 GordonShedden HondaYuasaRacingCivic 188
4 JasonPlato MGKXMomentumMG6 188
5 ColinTurkington eBayMotorsBMW1series 184
6 SamTordoff MGKXMomentumMG6 148

theweekend.It’sgoingtobe
tough,butthereareothercir-
cuitscomingupinthecalendar
thatwillsuitusbetter.”

Nealleadsthestandingsatthe
halfwaypointaftertakingfour
winsoverthefirst15rounds.
Team-mateandreigning
championGordonSheddenis
thirdinthepoints.

Crolla:power
deficit

AmericanracerRobbHolland tested theRCIBInsuranceVauxhall Insignia that
hewill race in theBritishTouringCarChampionshipat Snetterton.Hehandled the
NGTCcaratBrandsHatchbeforehis return to theseries thisweekend.His
best finish in thechampionshipwas three14thplacesduringhis twomeetings
last season inaTeamHardHondaCivicS2000.The45-year-old tookpart in the
racesat SnettertonandKnockhill last term

Reid’s luckyescape
Former touring car ace Anthony Reid
was fortunate to escape injury after a
high speed smash during the MSA
British Endurance Championship at
Brands Hatch last weekend. Reid’s
Chevron GR8, which he was sharing
with Ray Grimes, was damaged after
he tangled with Witt Gamski’s
Ferrari out of Clearways Corner on
the fifth lap. Gamski had spun and
Reid speared into the Ferrari’s left-
rear, ripping a corner off both cars.
Both drivers escaped uninjured.

DoubleR’sdouble
Double R Racing celebrated its
second British F3 International
Series race win in two rounds
when Antonio Giovinazzi
triumphed in race three at Spa-
Francorchamps. The Italian held
off Jann Mardenborough to
score his first win and was
presented his winners’ trophy by
ex-Double R driver Bruno Senna.
Team head Anthony ‘Boyo’ Hieatt
said: “It’s fantastic to be on the
top step for the second meeting
in succession. Antonio drove
superbly and did a great job in
difficult conditions.”

Fortec’s repair job
William Buller has paid tribute to
the work of his Fortec engineers for
keeping him in the fight for the British
F3 title at Spa last weekend. Buller
qualified a lowly sixth for the races in
Belgium, after which the team
discovered a cracked damper. The
car was repaired and turned around
for race one, which Buller won in
tricky conditions. “We had a lot of
suspension issues but the team did
brilliantly,” he said. “The car felt great
in the race and I like it in the wet
around here.” Buller finished second
and seventh in the other two races
to extend his points lead.

Jann’sbaptism
Jann Mardenborough endured a
difficult Spa F3 debut after two
heavy shunts. Mardenborough’s
Carlin car was badly damaged
when he and team-mate Nicolas
Latifi collided running up Eau
Rouge. Latifi hit the barriers hard
while Mardenborough’s car
flipped. Carlin managed to repair
the Welshman’s machine but
Latifi was ruled out of race two.
Mardenborough went on to
finish in second position in race
three but then inadvertently ran
into race winner Antonio
Giovinazzi who had slowed to
take the flag. Mardenborough
was handed a five-place grid
penalty for the next round at
Brands Hatch.

Gamski (l) and Reid (r) clash
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Organisersof theBritish
FormulaThreeInternational
Seriesbelievethatrevertingtoa
nationalseriescanhelpto
cementitsfuture.

TheStéphaneRatel
Organisationisplanningto
remodeltheseriesasadomestic
championshipfornextseason.
UnderthenewplanBritishF3
willbecontestedoversix
rounds,withfiveheldwithin
theUK.Therewillbejustone
EuropeantriptoSpain

Belgium,tosupportthe
Spa24Hours.

Theserieswillallowthe2012
generationof F3enginesfrom
MercedesandVolkswagenbut
willusetheolder2008-’11
versionof Dallarachassis.

Themoveisdesignedto
drasticallycutthebudgets
withintheseriesandhelpitsit
underneaththeFIAEuropean
F3Championship,insteadof
fightingagainstit.BritishF3
hasheldhalf of itsfixturesin

Europeinrecentseasons,but
wasforcedtocullthemajority
of itscalendarthistermafter
strugglingforentries.Theraces
atSpa-Francorchampslast
weekattractedjust11cars.

SROheadStéphane
Ratelsaid:“BritishF3
hasbeengoing
internationallyfor
years,butnowyou
haveFIAEuropean
F3,andthere’sno
pointaddinganother

internationalseriesaroundthe
sameformula.BritishF3will
reverttowhatithasbeenbefore
–pureBritishF3.

“Afterdiscussingwiththe
teams,forwhomweoperatethe

championship,wehave
decidedtorunthisyear’s

engineswiththeolder
Dallarachassis.Weare
confidentthisshould
bringalowerbudget.”

BRITISH F3 REVAMP TO
FOCUS ON HOME RACES

“You don’t feel you’re
driving a 22-year-old car”
Minassian’s Group C outing, p15

Schneider’s win made MJ reflect on his youth

CongratulationstoBernd
SchneideronwinningtheSpa
24Hours lastweekendfor
Mercedes,alongsidehis

co-driversMaximilianBuhkand
MaximilianGotz.

For thestarGermandriver, itmeans thathehas
becameoneofahandfulofdrivers towin in the
GT3versionof the raceandalso thepuresaloon
carversion,which ranupuntil the turnof the
century. I havealwaysadmiredSchneider,
because tomehe isadriver fromtheoldschool,
aman in themouldofHans-JoachimStuck.

TheSpa24Hours itself isalsooneof thesport’s
trulyepic races. It is theultimate testofendurance
onacircuitwhich ispossibly theultimate road
racing test left.

I rememberwhenSchneiderwonthe race in the
legendaryEggenbergerFordSierraRS500 in
1989,becausemyself andapalwereon the
spectatorbanks.We’ddecided thataftera long
summer’sschooling, itwouldbe theperfectway
tokickoff theholidayperiod.Wewerebothonly
just16anddevoidofanymeansof transport.That
meantwewere forced to takeamotor racing
coach tour fromVictoria inLondontoSpaand
werehopelessly ill-prepared.Beingmy first trip to
Spa, Iwasn’t fullyawareof thenotoriously fickle
Ardennesweatheranda lightweightsummer
jacketdidn’t reallycut themustardduring the
mid-race thunderstorm.Wehadthecoach to take
asshelter,but thatwasnogoodaswewere
perchedontopof thebankatBruxellesas the
weatherclosed inandour40-seatersalvation
wasparkedatLaSource. Itwasan important
lesson inbothhowtoprepare fora24hour race
andhowtodealwith thedemandsofSpa.

I rememberbeingdelighted toseeKeke
Rosbergmakehis racingcomebackwithaseat in
aFerrariMondial. Theex-worldchampionhadn’t
racedanythingsincequittingF1at theendof
1986and IusedupmuchofmysupplyofFuji film
takingpicsof theFlyingFinn.

Onthewayhome,werealised thatourappetite
for fritesetmayohadtakenuswaybeyondour
meagrebudget, raised fromrespectiveSaturday
jobs.Thecoachwasprepaidbutbothofusstill
had togetback fromLondonto theoutskirtsof
Kentwhenwearrivedhome in theearlyhoursof
Mondaymorning.Luckilyenough,wewonthe
sweepstakeamongtheon-boardpassengers in
guessinghowmanymileswewouldhave
travelledwhenwepulledupback inLondon.

Without that£20windfall, I reckonwe’dstill be
stuck inVictoriaCoachStation to thisday...

THEVOICE OF NATIONAL RACING

MATT
JAMES
“I took a coach
trip to the
Spa 24 Hours”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com

coach  a took “I

BritishstarMattParrytightened
hisgripontheFormulaRenault
NorthernEuropeanCuptitleby
scoringhisfifthwinof theseason
atSpa-Francorchamps.

WelshmanParry,whoisbacked
bytheCaterhamF1TeamRacing
Academyscheme,dominatedthe
secondraceof theweekendtolead
homeAndreaPizzitola.Parry,19,
hadpreviouslyfinishedsecondto
OscarTunjoinraceonetoextend
hisrunof podiumfinishesto
eightfromthefirstnineraces.

Parrynowholdsa121-pointlead
overcountrymanandFortec
Motorsportsteam-mateJack
Aitken.Hesaid:“Ithinkwe
definitelybenefittedfromFortec

Ford Racing UK is planning to
revive the Ford Saloon Car
Championship in time for its
25th anniversary next season.

Organisers of the Ford Fiesta
and XR Challenge classes
are keen to reinstate the
multi-model racing class for
next season after a number of
drivers registered their interest
in racing in it. The Ford Saloon
Car Championship folded at the
end of 2009, when a contingent
of drivers switched to running
the Blue Oval Saloon Series
with the Classic Touring Car
Racing Club.

Ford Racing UK’s Kevin
Shortis said: “The requests to

resurrect the Ford Saloons come
from many drivers whom I have
known for a long time and have
the highest regard for so we
are looking to revive the
championship, and 2014 will be
its 25th anniversary.

“The series would have to have
certain bricks in place to be
viable. Firstly we’d need
three-dozen competitors and the
rules need to reflect which cars
will be taking part. The series
would run alongside the
Fiestas and benefit from TV
exposure and a new Fan Club
initiative that we will be
starting to include owners’ clubs
in our meetings.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Fittipaldi (leading) claimed first BRDC Formula Four victory

Fittipaldi nameback on top at BrandsHatch

Ford Saloon Car Championship to be revivedBriton Parry extends Renault NEC points lead

Pietro Fittipaldi claimed his
breakthrough BRDC
Formula Four victory at
Brands Hatch last weekend,
41 years after his
grandfather
Emerson was last
victorious at the
Kent venue.

Fittipaldi, 17,
won the first of
the weekend’s
BRDC F4
Championship
events run
around the 2.5-
mile Grand Prix loop. The
victory marked the first time
a Fittipaldi had stood on the
top step of the rostrum at the

track since Emerson held off
Sir Jackie Stewart’s Tyrrell
to win the 1972 British
Grand Prix at the wheel of

his Lotus-Ford.
Fittipaldi Jr, who

started racing
stock cars in
America, became
the ninth different
winner during the
inaugural BRDC
F4 season. He said:
“When I saw the
chequered flag I

couldn’t believe
that I was going to be the
first one to take it.

“I just kept my cool on
track and focused on being

Just 11 cars made the trip
to Spa-Francorchamps race

Ratel:quitting Euro

POINTS
FormulaRenaultNEC
Afternineof14rounds
POS DRIVER PTS

1 MattParry 231
2 JackAitken 110
3 DennisOlsen 108
4 EstebanOcon 98
5 AndreaPizzitola 96
6 MikkoPakari 93

runninghereduringtherecent
Eurocuprounds.Thecarfeltgreat
andIlovecomingtoSpa.The
changingconditionsmade
thingsquitetoughbutIkeptmy
headandit’sgreattoextendmy
pointslead.”

really consistent all the way
around and can’t believe that
I’ve won a race in just my
first year here [racing in the
UK]. I thought this year was
going to be a learning
process, and it still is, but the

win is a big confidence boost.
“It’s so cool to win here

especially because it feels
like I’m following in his
[Emerson’s] footsteps in a
way so it’s really nice and
makes it more special.”

his Lotus-Ford.

started racing 
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America, became 
the ninth different 
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Fittipaldi: F4 win

cars. 11 just attracted week
Stéphane  head SRO
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RACING NEWS

ByRobLadbrook

IrishFormulaFordstar
NevilleSmythsaysthat
hewillgoall-out to
secureasecondBertRay
MemorialTrophyvictory
thisyear,andhopesthat
themileagecankick-start
hischargeforahistoric
treblethisseason.

SmythhasenteredhisRay
GR09intothenextround
of theChampionof Brands
series,whichtakesplace
ontheGrandPrixloopon
August10insupportof
theBritishGTand
F3championships.

TheformerFormulaFord

Popular IrishmantouseBrands raceasawarmup forhisbigchallenge

SMYTHAIMSFOR
ATRIPLECROWN

MEET THE NEW YOUNG STARWHO IS RIPPING UP THE RALLY STAGES PAGE 29

Photos: Jakob Ebrey and Gary Hawkins

Smyth will take part in Bert
Ray Trophy at Brands Hatch

Kuwaiti racer joins
UK Formula Ford field
BritishFormulaFordsquadSWB
Motorsportwillbeginthesecond
half of theseasonbyfielding
KuwaitisportscarracerZaid
Ashkananiatthisweekend’s
roundsatSnetterton.

The19-year-oldisaregular
challengerinthePorscheGT3
CupChallengeMiddleEastseries
andhasalsotestedaPorsche
Supercupmachine.Hewilldrive
thecarracedbyFredMartin-Dye
earlierthisyear.

“Zaidwasputforwardtousby
[Sinterchassismanufacturer]
LindsayAllen,”saidSWBboss
SimonBaldry.“Thedealisfora
singleroundbutsofarhistesting
pacewouldputhimwellintothe
pack.Raceweekendisdifferent
andit’sabigask.”
●Baldrysaidhewill fieldtwo
carsatSilverstoneinSeptember.
TheteamwillrunJackDexand
RobShields.

show the fans your rank! class 1 : red
class 2 : blue
class 3 : green

SPAA05 RACE POSITION DISPLAY:
Real-time position in the Race / connected to official timekeeping /
pit stops! enduRance Races! just view the led numbeRs on the caRs

made in the netherlands | www.spaa05.com | info@spaa05.com | +31 416 565 005

Hehadanearlydecision
“Ichose four-wheeledcompetition
overmotocross, racing inHonda
Cadets in theFormulaSix
championshipand laternational
SuperOne.Myyoungerbrother
Peteopted forpushbikes,and
isstill competing in theBritish
CyclingNationalDownhillSeries.”

Heloved theBUKC
“TheBritishUniversitiesKarting
Championship is thebest thing I
everdidwhileatLoughborough
University.As teamcaptainone
year, I recruitednoviceTomPerry.
Last yearhe tookpart inhis firstcar
race in theGinettaChallenge.He’s
sincecompeted in2CVracing.”

Hecompeted in
FormulaStudent
“I tookpart inFormulaStudent
for threeyears. Iwasmainlya
developmentdriverandhelped to
tune thecarbut itwasagreatway
of learning.Wehadamixedbag
of results though.”

HeracesCaterhams
“Mysportscar racingdebut in the
2011CaterhamAcademywas
interesting. Itwasadad-and-lad
effortand therewerenumerous
rookieset-uperrors.Butweused
itasastepping-stone to the
CaterhamTracksportseries last
seasonwhich Iwon.Thatwasa
superbyearand I’mso far leading
theSupersportseries thisyear. I’d
likeanR300orGinettaSupercup
G50drivenextseason.”

Herodearound the
Nordschleife
“In2011 Iandsevenothers
competed in theRadamRing24
hourendurancecyclingcontest
on theNordschleife.Therearenot
many floodlightsaroundthereand
wecould justseewherewewere
goingwith the lights fromthebike. It
wassucha thrill togoaroundthat
trackand itwasmadebetteraswe
wontheUnder23class.”

DAVID
ROBINSON
Age:24Lives:HighWycombe
CaterhamSupersport leader
hascompetedat the
Nordschleife...but not how
you’d imagine

ROUNDTHE
BEND
WITH...

Robinson:gotonhisbike...

IN BRIEF
OSSgrid sizeboom
The BRSCC’s Open Sportscar
Series will run its largest grid
of the year at Brands Hatch this
weekend, with 26 cars and
possibly more late entries. The
OSS caters for any type of sports
prototype racer and will run two
races on the Indy circuit. Series
coordinator Alan Jenkins said:
“It’s taken a while to pick up
this year with some cars being
delayed over the winter but
we’re in the swing now. We’re
expecting mid-20s grids for all
of the remaining rounds.”

Scouts tobenefit
The OSS is also running a new
hospitality area at meetings,
designed to raise funding for the
Welsh Scouts. Series bosses
have put on a food and drink tent
at meetings and all donations from
drivers towards its upkeep will be
handed over to the Caerphilly, Islwyn
and Rhymney Scouting District in
South Wales. The money will provide
new equipment and fund camping
trips and activities for up to 500
young members of the programme.

MeetPenske
The Motorsport Industry
Association will run an exclusive
Q&A session with American
racing legend Roger Penske on
September 12. The event, which
will be admission by ticket only,
will take place at the Williams
Conference Centre at its Grove
base in Oxfordshire. Penske’s
team, Penske Racing, has won 24
national titles in America. MIA
members can buy tickets for
£125+VAT or £150+VAT for non-
members. The evening includes
a drinks reception, dinner and
tour of the Williams Grand Prix
Collection. Details are on www.
the-mia.com/events-diary.

Wenhamonaroll
Saxmax dominator Guy Wenham has
set his sights on eclipsing the all-time
win record for the championship.
Wenham has won eight out of eight
races so far this year, and is just one
win shy of equalling Liam McMillan’s
outright total of nine wins in 2006.
Wenham’s Citroën Saxo is run by
British GT squad Century
Motorsport. Team head Nathan Freke
said: “Guy has been faultless so far
this year and is now closing in on
breaking all of the series records.”
The next Saxmax races take place at
Donington Park on August 17/18.

Murray’sboost
Irish Formula Ford 1600 racer
Niall Murray reckons a race win
isn’t far away after setup tweaks
to his car. Murray finished
second in his Van Diemen RF99
at Kirkistown last weekend after
discovering problems with his
shock absorbers. “The changes
definitely helped our pace,” he
said, “a win isn’t far away.”

Festivalwinnerheadlinesan
influxof entriesfortheevent,
whichcountsfortheannual
BertRayMemorialTrophy.

FellowIrishaceNoelDunne
isalsoentered,asisCastle
CombestarJoshFisherwitha
ReynardFF89.

Smythsaidthatsuccessinthe
BertRayTrophywouldsethim
upforhisbidtofightforthe
tripleof theMartinDonnelly,

KentFestivalandWalterHayes
accoladesthisyear.

“TheBertRayTrophyisvery
specialtomebecauseIwasvery
closetoBertand[hisson]Gavin
intheearlydays,theywerelike
extendedfamily,”Smythsaid.
“Iwasthefirstwinnerof the
trophybackin2010andI’mkeen
togetmynameonitagain.Ilove
racingontheBrandsGPloop,
it’sarealFormulaFordcircuit,

fastandflowingandyouhaveto
bebrave.I’mnotreallyinto
championshipsanymoresoI’m
justfocusingonthebigraces,
andmyaimistobecomethe
firstdrivertowintheDonnelly,
FestivalandWalterHayesinthe
sameyear.Icameclosein2010
butmissedtheWalterHayes.
WithJoshandNoelsignedup,
it’ll feellikeadressrehearsalfor
theendof seasonevents.”

Smyth (c) won RayTrophy

Tweaks to ramp up
Atom Cup grid size
TheArielAtomCupwill
undergoamajorformatchange
fornextseasonandintroduce
enduranceracinginaneffortto
maketheclassmoreaccessible.

Bossesof thefactory-backed
classarelookingatwaysto
expandfortheAtomCup’s
secondseason.Seriesorganisers
haveputanumberof proposals
totheirexistingdrivers,which
includeholdingaroundin
Europeandtheadditionof a
two-hourenduranceeventto
thecalendar.

Therearealsoplanstoholda
four-roundwinterseriestoward
theendof thisseason,which
couldrunalongsidethe
scheduledBRDCFormulaFour
WinterSeriesatSnettertonand
BrandsHatchinNovember.

TheAtomCuphasaveraged

nine-cargridsoveritsfour
roundsheldsofar.Coordinator
MarkHarrisonsaidthat
manufacturingdelayshave
restrictedtheentries.This
weekend’sroundatCastle
Combeisduetohave11cars.

Harrisonsaid:“We’llhave15
chassisbuiltandreadytogoby
theendof theyearsowe’re
lookingatadditionalways
of gettingthecarsoutracing
andawinterseriesisgreat
formileage.

“Fornextyearwewanttogrow
theclassandwe’rediscussing
withdriversaboutgoingto
Europeandalsoaboutaddinga
enduranceround,whichallows
driverstoshareacar.That
makestheracingaccessible
andpeoplecansplitthecost.

“Thecarsareprettybullet-
proof mechanicallysorunning
fortwohourswouldn’tbea
problem.Butwedohavetowork
outthelogisticsof thingslike
refuellingandtyrechanges.”

Bossesareworkingona refreshedArielAtomCupseries
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RACING NEWS
ByRobLadbrook

The Motor Sports
Association is considering
reinstating the Battenberg
flag to reduce the use of
safety cars in club races.

TheMSA’sRaceCommittee
hasissueddraftregulation
changestothewayflagsignals
arecommunicatedduring
racesfor2014.Thechanges,
whichareupforconsultation,
takecuesfromtheflagsystem
usedoninternationalevents
bytheFIA.

Oneof thekeychangeswould
bereplacingthecurrentsingle,
stationaryyellowflag,which
warnsof anupcoming
obstacle,withawavedyellow.
Asinglewavedyellowwouldbe
upgradedtoadoublewaved
yellow.Thegreenflagdisplayed
whenthetrackisclearwould
alsobecomewavedasopposed
tostationary.

Theyellowandblack
quarteredBattenbergflag,was
droppedfromuseattheendof
2002.Whendisplayed,carshave
toslowtoamaximumof 50mph
withallfollowingcarslining
up.Overtakingisnotallowed
andracesarerestartedbya
wavedgreenatthefinishline.

Racecommitteechairman
IanWatsonsaid:“We’ve
proposedthewavedyellowflag
rulesbecauseithasproven
effectiveinraisingawareness
of anincidentwhenusedin
Europe.Stationaryflagseasily
fadeintothebackgroundbut
wavedflagsaremuchmore
visible.Obviously,wavingtwo

MSAPLOTSFLAG
RULESREVAMP
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Trackday Trophy’s
Brands GP boost

Clio 182 series splits
fromStock Hatch

Organisersof theMSVT
TrackdayandTeamTrophy
contestssaytheycanachieve
sell-outgridsfortherestof the
yearafterarecordentryat
BrandsHatchlastweekend.

Thetwoseriesgarnereda
totalof 88carsand172drivers
forthetworacesaroundthe
Kentvenue’sGrandPrix
Circuitlastweekend.

TheTrackdayTrophy
runsfornovicesaloonand
hatchbackdrivers,whereas
theTeamTrophyusesa
similarformatbutcaters
formoreexperienced
driversandgraduatesfrom
thelower-tierseries.

MSVT’sNickRice,who
coordinatesbothseries,said:
“Theturnoutlastweekend
wassuperbandbrokeourown
records.Lastyearweaveraged
thehighestgridof anyMSVR
seriesandthedrawof the
BrandsGrandPrixcircuithas
definitelyhelpedbringextra
carsin.Sincewestarted
we’veintroduced337new
driverstomotorsport,which
isasuperbstatistic.

“We’vegottworounds
remainingforTrackday
Trophy[Silverstoneon
September7,andBrandsIndy
onNovember9]andoneforthe
TeamTrophy[Silverstone]
andwe’vesoldhalf thegridfor
each.Nextyearwe’ll lookto
bringinsomenewelementsto
growbothclassesasweliketo
keepthingsfresh.”

Photos: LAT and kartpix.net

Threedifferentwinnerscame
fromBritishF3’sannualvisit to
Spa-Francorchamps, theseries
providingthreeinteresting
races,despiteamodestgrid.

Withjust11cars,winsshould
havebeeneasyforpolesitters.The
truthwasfarremoved,withWill
Buller’sraceonewinbeinga
stormerfromsixthonthegrid.
Afterawarpedbrakediscand
crackedsuspensiondamper
hamperedhisqualifyingeffort,
Buller(FortecDallaraF312)knew
hewouldbequickerintheraceand
boltedawayfromthelightstotake
secondatLaSourceandtheleadat
EauRouge.PolesitterNicolas
Latifi (CarlinDallaraF312)chased
afterhimbutlostouttoJordan
King(CarlinDallaraF312)who,in
turn,setaftertheleader.When
Latifimissedhisbrakingpointat
theBusStop,team-mateJann
Mardenboroughlatchedontohis
tail,onlyforthetwotocollideat

EauRouge,Mardenborough
rollingandLatifihittingthetyres
withenoughforcetoleavehis
damagedcaroutof thesecondrace.

Bullermadeagreatstartagainin
racetwotobagfifthattheendof
theopeninglapfromeighth,but
whenraceleaderAntonio
Giovanazzi(DoubleRDallaraF312)
out-brakedhimself attheendof
theopeninglap,Kingmovedahead,
havinggonefromseventhonthe
grid.Bullerwentwithhimand
therewascontactattheBusStop
onthelastlapbutKingheldonfora
secondwinof theseason.

ChampionshipleaderBullerwas
expectedtoshineinracethreebut
thecarrefusedtofireforthegreen
flaglap.Amechanicstartedthecar
buthewentawaydeadlastandthen
coppedadrive-throughforthe
engineerbeingonthegridafterthe
one-minuteboard.That
condemnedhimtoseventh,his
firstnon-podiumfinishof theyear.

The750MotorClub’snewRenault
Clio182Serieswillbegiven
standalonegridsnextseason.

Thefledglingcategory
currentlyrunsonthesamegridas
thecontemporaryStockHatch
Championship.Numbershave
steadilyrisenacrosstheseason.

Clubbossesarenowplanning
torunstandaloneracesforthe
182bhpFrenchhatchbacksnext
yearafterasurgeininterest.

“Sofarwe’vesoldtenof thespec
ECUunitsfortheseriesandwe’ll
havesevencarsoutatthenext
roundatSilverstone[onAugust
24/25],”saidclubsecretary
GilesGroombridge.“Theyear
startedoff slowlybecause
wedidn’tlaunchtheconcept
untilJanuarysowehavealotof
carsstill inbuildandalotof
interestfornextyearsowe’re
expectingbetween16and18cars
forMarch.

“ThecarisfasterthanaBMW
CompactCupcarandanatural
stepupfromaStockHatch
CitroënSaxo,butisalsocheap
tobuildandrun.”

Battenberg flag and double yellows could be used
The FIA uses double waved
yellow flags in major series
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RESULTS
1 Will Buller (Dallara F312) 11 laps in 31m
24.681s (90.34mph); 2 Jordan King (Dallara
F312) +1.291s; 3 Sean Galael (Dallara
F312); 4 Tatiana Calderon (Dallara F312);
5 Antonio Giovanazzi (Dallara F312); 6 Sun
Zheng (Dallara F308); 7 Jordan Oon
(Dallara F308); 8 Chris Vlok (Dallara F308)
no other finishers. CW: Buller, Zheng. FL:
Buller 2m 38.258s (98.98mph). PP: Nicolas
Latifi (Dallara F312) 2m 15.611s (115.51mph)
S: 11.

Race two: 1 King 12 laps in 32m 19.421s
(96.93mph); 2 Buller +0.538s; 3 Giovanazzi;
4 Calderon; 5 Galael; 6 Jann Mardenborough
(Dallara F312); 7 Felipe Guimarães (Dallara
F312); 8 Zheng; 9 Oon; 10 Vlok. CW: King,
Zheng. FL: Buller 2m 38.700s (98.74mph).
PP: Vlok. S: 10.

Race three: 1 Giovanazzi 12 laps in 32m
19.360s (96.93mph); 2 Mardenborough
+2.594; 3 King; 4 Latifi; 5 Guimarães;
6 Calderon; 7 Buller; 8 Gelael; 9 Zheng;
10 Oon. CW: Giovanazzi, Zheng. FL: Gelael
2m 38.385s (98.92mph) PP: Latifi 2m
15.542s (115.57mph). S: 11.

Championship points
International Class: 1 Buller 96pts; 2 King
75; 3 Giovinazzi 73; 4 Gelael 55; 5 Calderon
47; 6 Guimarães 45; 7 Mardenborough 40;
8 Latifi 37.
National Class: 1 Zheng 96pts; 2 Ed 64;
3 Oon 45.
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BULLER BEATS THE ODDS

Buller won race one but had a testing weekend in Belgium

yellowflagsisatestingtask
foreventhemostdexterousof
marshalsandwe’reawareof the
currentnumbersof volunteers
availableformeetings.

“We’rerevisitingthe
Battenbergflagbecausethe
operationof safetycarscanbe
tricky.Youneedanadditional
circuitcarandadriver,and
safetycarperiodsoftenhurt
shorterracesasyoucanhave

delayswiththempickingup
leadersandexitingthetrack.

“We’rekeentohearthe
viewsof theracingand
marshallingcommunities.”

ChrisHobson,thenational
chairmanof theBritish
MotorsportsMarshalsClub,
said:“Ilovetheconcept,butthe
implementationisdifficult. If
youhaveasinglemarshalona
posttheycannotwavedouble

yellows,holdthesafetycarboard
andcontactRaceControl.

“TheBattenbergflagis
welcomeasitallowsclubsthat
cannotaffordsafetycarsasafe
andeasywaytoneutralisearace
withouthavingtostopit.”

Theregulationswillremain
onconsultationuntilAugust16.
TheRaceCommitteewillthen
reviewallfeedbackbeforeafinal
decisionismade.

Red is the colour
for the 750MC
Bossesof the750Motor
Clubhavewelcomedthe
proposedreturnof the
Battenbergflag,although
theyarehesitanttoadopt
itfortheirraces.

The750MCdoesn’trun
safetycarsformanyof its
eventsbecausethebulkof
itsracesarelimitedto13
minutesplusonelap.It
stopstheraceif thereis
amajorincident.

ClubsecretaryGiles
Groombridgesaid:“Ilike
theideaof theBattenberg
flagbeingused.I’veraced
inEuropewhenit’sbeen
usedunderthe‘Code60’
regulationandithelpsa
raceflowif usedcorrectly.
Officialsworkoutdeltalap
timesforacarandpenalise
driversoverit.

“ForusI’mnotsure.
Weallowspaceinour
timetabletoredflagraces
andrestartthemif we
haveto,whichensuresour
driversgetthemaximum
racetime.Iwouldn’twant
toruna13-minuterace
withtenminutesof it
beingatreducedspeed.”

Flagstillusedinkarting

Giovanazzi, fromfourth,madea
lightninggetawayandshot
betweenthefrontrowdriversto
leadatLaSource,chasedbyLatifi
wholostouttoMardenborough.
Onceaheadof histeam-mate,
theBrithunteddownLatifiin
increasingrainbutspunatPif Paf
onlapeight.Herotatedbackon
trackandkeptsecondplace,but
hisdramasweren’tover.As
Giovanazzicrossedtheline,he
backedoff andMardenborough,

whowasovertwosecondsadrift,
didn’tspottheslowingcarintime
andswipedtherearof thewinner’s
car,rippingawheeloff hisown.
Mardenboroughgotafive-place
griddropatBrandsforhispains.

Kingmadeagreatmovetotake
thirdfromLatifionthelastlap,
whileFelipeGuimarães(Fortec
DallaraF312)tookfifthfrom
TatjanaCalderon(DoubleR
DallaraF312).

DavidAddison

DARLINGTON & DISTRICT MOTOR CLUB
CHAMPIONSHIP FINALE RACE MEETING
CROFT CIRCUIT - SUNDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
ENTRIES ARE INVITED FOR ALL CLASSES
INCLUDES SALOONS, SPORTS CARS, GT, SPORTS RACING AND SINGLE SEATERS
CONTACT cars@darlington-motor-club.org.uk
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Giles ran in 3.5-litre saloon

Hibberd has Arundel Lotus

Classic Aston runs
The oldest surviving Aston
Martin, the 1921 ‘A3’, will be
joined by a line-up of other
historically significant Pre-War
Aston Martins during the VSCC’s
Prescott Hill Climb this weekend.
Cars like ‘Green Pea’ which ran in
the 1922 French Grand Prix, the
‘Halford Special’ and ‘Razor
Blade’ will run competitively as
part of the 250-car entry as
another celebration of the
marque’s centenary.

Places left onVale
Only a handful of entries are left for
the Vale of Clwyd Classic on
Saturday , September 7, after 70
places were snapped up in less than
a fortnight when entries opened. The
one-day classic rally, featuring
special tests and regularity sections
in a 135-mile route, will start and
finish at Llanferres near Mold and is a
round of the HRCR Clubmans Rally
Championship.

Bruce debuts Lola
Racing newcomer Andrew Bruce
has joined the Masters Historic
Sports grid with the Lola T212
raced by Neil Primrose last
season. Bruce raced the
ex-Helmut Marko 1971 European
Championship-winning car for
the first time at the Silverstone
Classic and invited fellow Scot
Primrose to share the Lola. Bruce
watched this type of car race in
period as his uncle Iain McLaren
raced Chevrons with success.

Coombes sidelined
Bill Coombs was denied the chance
to repeat his 2012 Grand Prix
Masters wins at the Silverstone
Classic when engine problems
sidelined the March 761 he was due
to race for Peter Orlando. The plan
had been to race the March instead of
the ’12 winning Tyrrell 009. Instead,
they now hope to have the March
ready for the Zandvoort Historic GP
at the end of August.

Taylor’s hip outing
Australian veteran Scotty Taylor
returned to the UK last week
ready for a summer season of
racing. He arrived later than
usual following a hip
replacement operation and was
at the Silverstone Classic to race
his Cooper T45 with the HGPCA
and share his Mini Cooper with
Garry Preston in the pre ’66
touring car race.

Garofall’s classic
Current sports-prototype racer Rob
Garofall made his historic racing
debut at Silverstone when he drove
the Shadow DN9A of John Grant to a
brace of eighth places in FIA Masters
Historic F1. Garofall races with the
RLR team that also prepares the
Shadow and Grant invited him to
race the ex-Clay Regazzoni car that is
now for sale. Garofall had not raced a
single-seater for 20 years.

Berridges team up
Group C racers Bob Berridge and
Gareth Evans have teamed up to
race the ex-Steve Tandy Jaguar
E-type that Berridge took in
part-exchange against a Group C
car. “We thought we’d race and it
is a voyage of discovery,” said
Berridge. However, they elected
not to start the Pre ’66 GT race in
the monsoon conditions of
Saturday evening.

HISTORICS

Rare Rover P6 gets
an outing at Classic

Gypsy Dino breaks cover after 40 years out

ThefamousBillShawRacing
RoverP6racedforthefirsttimein
morethan40yearswhenIanGiles
gavetheex-RoyPierpointcara
brief runintheTouringCar
TrophyraceatSilverstone.

Originallycommissionedbythe
BritishLeylandCompetition
Departmentin1970,the3.5-litre
V8Group2machinewasintended
forthe’71BritishSaloonCar
Championshipbuttheproject
waslaterdroppedinaroundof
budgetcutbacks.

“I’vehaditforeightyearsand
testedalot,”saidGiles.

Fortyyearsafterit lastraced,the
uniqueGypsyDinosports-racing
carreturnedtothetrackatthe
SilverstoneClassicinthehands
of JimMorris.

WhatstartedasaDulonchassis
wasmatedtoaFerrariDino
enginefortheMonza1000kmin
1971andwasonlyracedsparingly
beforemovingintoInterserie
racesandthenhillclimbsinItaly.

“Itwasbuiltbyaneccentric

Italian,”saidMorris,whofirst
sawthecarinanauction12years
ago.Hefinallyboughtitfrom
Germanyfouryearsagoand
entrustedittoLananRacingfora
completerebuild.

“Ithasbeenanadventure,”said
Morris.“Itstillhastheoriginal
Ferrariengine.Itwaslastusedfor
trackdaysinGermany.”There
was,apparently,aGypsyMk2,but
itswhereaboutsareunknown.

Ex-Arundel and Attwood Formula Juniors reunited after 50 years
Fiftyyearsaftertheyfinished
one-twointheFormulaJunior
racethatsupportedthe1963
BritishGrandPrix,theex-Peter
ArundelLotus27andex-Richard
AttwoodLolaMk5Awere
reunitedatSilverstone.

Thetwomachineswerepart
of afive-strongreunionof
FormulaJuniorcarswithformer
drivers:Arundel’ssonNeilwas
onhandforhislatefatherand
wasjoinedbyAttwood,Jack
Pearce(Alexis),BrianBerrow-

Johnson(LolaMk5A),Peter
Proctor(CooperT67)andLen
Selby(LolaMk5A).

The’63winningex-Arundel
LotusisnowracedbyMichael
Hibberd,whiletheAttwoodLola
isracedbyAndrewTurvey.

ByPaulLawrence

Twenty-one years after it
last raced, the stunning
Jaguar XJR14 Group C car
made a triumphant return
to racing at the Silverstone
Classic in the hands of
Nicolas Minassian.

TheUK-basedFrenchman
racedthecarfromthe
Chamberlain-Synergyteamof
BobBerridgeandsaidthatRoss

Brawn’s1991designrates
incrediblywellagainstmodern
LMP1cars.Minassian’spole
timewasclosetotheWorld
Endurancepoletimeat
SilverstonefromAprilthisyear.

“Itreallyisunbelievable,”
saidMinassian.“Youdon’tfeel
likeyouaredrivinga22-year-
oldcar.Theonlyfeelingyou
haveisthatthereisno
assistancelikepaddleshiftor
powersteeringlikeyouhavein

acurrentLeManscar.That
meansyouhavetoworkatita
bitharder.

“AftertheDoningtontestIwas
soexcitedtodrivethecarat
Silverstone,”hecontinued.“It
isthesamekindof mental
approachtodrivingamodern
LeManscar.Thespeedis
quickerinsomefastcorners
thanacurrentLMP1.Themore
youpush,themoreitwillstick,
soyouhavetotrustthatthecar

isgoingtostayontheroad.”
Berridge’steamcompletely

rebuiltthecaroverthewinter.
Hesaidthattheresponsefrom
formerTWRteammembers
whowereinvolvedintheproject
washugelypositive.

“Ididalotof researchonthe
XJR14andeveryex-TWR
personIspoketowasin
rapturesoverthecar,”hesaid,
“includingRossBrawn,who
cameandhadalookatit.”

Despite 21 years on the sidelines the Gp C legend shines at Classic

MINASSIANSTUNS
INJAGUARXJR14

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
MARTIN
ANSLOW
Age:43Lives:Wrotham,Kent
ClassicRacingCarcontender

THE DOWN
PUB

THE DOWNTHE DOWN
PUB

IN BRIEF

‘Garofall hadn’t raced a
single-seater for 20 years’
Sportscar ace’s Shadow run, below

HOW GARETH JAMES FARED ON THE HARRY FLATTERS RALLY PAGE 33

Anslow is a casual racer

His father raced back in
the 1960s
“My father Peter used to race in
Formula Junior in period, so I’ve
always been into racing. But he
stopped when I was born. I think
my mother persuaded him to
stop. I went to the Brands Hatch
racing school was I was about 17
and did a bit in a Formula First, but
I didn’t have any money. So I had
to stop.”

He tried his hand at
Historic FF1600
“I worked in London for a bit and
then bought a house near Brands
Hatch and thought I’d like to do
some racing. Historic racing
seemed quite civilised and I
bought a Merlyn Mk20 Formula
Ford and did a few races. Then I
fancied getting something a little
more interesting and do some
tracks in Europe. So I ended up
buying this Brabham. It was a bit
of a wreck and Peter Denty
restored it for me”

The Brabham has
some history
“It was so much nicer to drive than
the Formula Ford, so I stayed in
Classic Racing Cars with the
Brabham. It was raced by Ulf
Svensson as a one-litre F3 car
when it was new and it raced at
Monaco. I’ve been debating
putting a one-litre screamer
engine back in it. Currently it has
got a Lotus twin-cam engine.”

He has a limited race
programme in 2013
“I never do many races: maybe
just Brands and Silverstone
because they are nearby. I
probably race three or four times
a year. I’m not interested in
travelling too far in England, but
maybe my wife and kids would be
persuaded to come along if it was
somewhere abroad. I love the
racing that I do, but if I did any
more than I am doing, I’d probably
get bored with it. I look forward to
the races that I do and it fits with
family and work life. I organise
consumer exhibitions.”

He admits his pace is a
bit erratic
“Peter and James Denty look after
the car if I have any major issues.
Sometimes I can be quite quick,
but I tend to get too excited and
I find it very difficult to be
consistent and I go off. Also, I
don’t really know the circuits.”

Photos: Steve Jones and Paul Lawrence

BRIEF IN

Minassian dominated in
the Brawn-designed Jaguar

This iswhatyougetwhenyoucrossaDulonandaFerrariDino

Evans given a rare
single-seater run
JohnEvans,bestknownfor
racingextremelyrapidARK
RacingLotusElansinthe
1970s, joinedtheHGPCAgrid
atSilverstoneinaCooperT56
onceracedbyJohnSurtees
andRoySalvadori.

Evanshadbeenawayfrom
thesportfor20yearsbefore
tacklingTourBritanniatwice
inaPorsche911.

“IthoughttheHGPCAwould
suitme,”saidEvans,whotook
ayeartofindtherightcar
beforebuyingtheex-Yeoman
CreditcarfromTrevor
Needhamandentrusteditto
SidHooleforracepreparation.
Henowplanstotackleafull
seasonin2014.

“IdidraceFormulaFordsin
1969and’70,”hesaidof his
single-seaterexperience.
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RALLY NEWS

MEEKE: I’MREADY
FORFINNISHCHARGE
ByRichardRodgers

Kris Meeke has told Motorsport
News that his preparations for this
week’s Rally Finland “couldn’t
have gone better” – but he insists
he’ll still be playing catch-up when
qualifying for the world
championship counter begins.

Meekeandco-driverChrisPatterson
covered240milesduringatestnearthe
famousOuninpohjastageonSunday–
that’s40milesmorethantheevent’s
competitivedistance–inthesame
CitroënDS3WRCtestcarteam-mates
MikkoHirvonenandDaniSordoused
whentheyeachranforadaylastweek.

Confidenceboost
SpeakingtoMNpriortoreconnaissance
gettingunderwayonMondaymorning,
NorthernIrishmanMeekesaid:“Wehad
areally,reallygoodday,itcouldn’thave

goneanybetter.Weusedareallyhigh-
speedroad,whichwasimportantfor
gettingconfidenceinthecar.Weweren’t
abletotestonanarrowroadbutthe
high-speedstuff ismoreimportantand
wecanlearntodriveonthenarrowand
softsections.Andwe’llhaveallthe
informationfromCitroënsoit’snotabig
issue.Butevenif Ihadtendaysof testing
itwouldn’thavebeenenoughandthere’s
nosubstituteforexperience.”

Meekesaidhe’dnevertestedforsolong
inonesittingandwasabletowork
throughasignificantprogramme:“We
wentthroughloadsof differentset-ups
andtyres.Itwasabiglearningcurvebut
itwassofantastictoworkwiththeguys
fromCitroën.They’resoprofessional
andsogood.”

Route revamp
Thisyear’sRallyFinlandroute,which
features23stages,hasundergonea

significantoverhaulwiththreenew
runsandseveralteststhatwillberunin
theoppositedirection.

“Ninetypercentof thestagesare
goingtobenewtome–I’veneverdone
OuninpohjainaWorldRallyCarfor
example–andwe’llstartthereccewith
ablankpacenotebook,”saidthe
34-year-old.

Meeke’spreviousknowledgeof the
DS3WRCamountstofourdays,
includingtwodayslastOctober.He
reacclimatisedtothecarbyjoiningclose
friendSordoduringtheSpaniard’sfinal
runintestingonSaturday.

“I’malotmoreknowledgeablethis
eveningthanIwas[onSunday]morning
aboutthecarsoI’mabletoasktheright
questions,”saidMeeke.“Everybodyhas
beensowillingtohelpmeandit’sjust
brillianttobeapartof it.NowI’mjust
determinedtomakethemostof this
greatopportunity.”

Briton is fired up by the chance to shine in a factory Citroën DS3 seat
Meeke eager to get a flying start in qualifying
AswellasdrivinghisAbuDhabi
CitroënDS3WRCincompetition
forthefirst time,KrisMeekewill
bemakinghisdebutonaworld
championshipqualifyingstage.

RallyFinland’stimedtest,
whichwillhelptoformthe
startingorderforThursday’s
openingleg,usesthe2.87-mile
Ruuhimäkistage,18milesfrom
theeventbaseinJyväskylä. It
goesliveat1900hrslocal time
today(Wednesday)withcrews
selectingtheirpositionsinthe
serviceparktwohourslater.

“Runningorderissoimportant
inFinlandandyou’llneedtofind
theconfidencetobequick
straightaway,otherwisethe
otherdriverswillget thebest
options,”saidMeeke.“It looks

likeit’sgoingtobedryduringthe
rally,maybesomechanceof rain
ondayone,andif it’sdryyou’d
wanttobefurtherback.”

Whilequalifyingwillbe
anothernewexperiencefor
Meeke,hesaystheclose
proximityof histest totherecce
willbeabigbenefit.

“Thescheduleisreallytightbut
goingfromtheteststraight into
therecceis thebestwayformeto
understandwhatthecaris
capableof,”saidMeeke.“Then
goingstraight intoqualifying
andintotherally isreallygood
forme.Iknowthere’salotof
support formefrombackhome
butI’llbeputtingtheblinkerson
andgettingonwiththejob
withouthavingtositaround.”
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Meeke got good mileage
in DS3 during long test

Meeke says he feels ready to tackle Rally Finland
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Mikko Hirvonen says he needs
to stop the rot and save his
troubled 2013 campaign with a
win on home soil this week.

Hirvonen, 32, is tackling Rally
Finland for the 12th time and
will line up for the start in
Jyväskylä tomorrow (Thursday)
chasing points and a deal to
continue as a factory Citroën
driver next term.

He’s also under pressure to
deliver in the wake of recent
criticism from Finnish legend
Markku Alén and amid
comments from world champion
Sébastien Loeb, who has
questioned Hirvonen’s job at the
helm of the French squad since
he went part time at the
beginning of the year.

“I’m going to give it
everything,” said Hirvonen,
currently 93 points shy of
Sébastien Ogier in the title race
and having scored seven points
fewer than part-timer Loeb. “For
the time being, my thoughts are

mainly on the manufacturers’
championship and we need to
focus on that goal. Sure, the team
is 46 points behind [VW], but
there are still 258 points up for
grabs. If we are going to close the
gap, we can’t be content to finish
second or third, we need to win.”

Hirvonen has triumphed once
on Rally Finland, taking first
place in 2009. However, he
crashed heavily the following
season before being outgunned
by Loeb in 2011 and, most
notably, in 2012, when they were
team-mates at Citroën.

“I wasn’t dissatisfied to finish
as runner-up last year,” insisted
Hirvonen. “Seb and I fought
hard all the way, right from the
word go, with neither of us
holding back at all and without
any team orders. I lost a bit of
time at the start of the rally and I
never managed to make it up.
That goes to show you need to be
at 100 per cent from start to
finish if you want to win.”

HIRVONEN
NEEDS A
HOME LIFT

‘Evans is one of five drivers
giving the R5 itsWRC debut’
YoungWelshman set to impress, p18

VIEW FROM THE WORLD STAGE
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JERRY
WILLIAMS
“Two current
events will get
the FIA bullet”

I
’vesaid itbeforeand, I’mgoingto
sayitagain. If theFIAreallyareset
onbootingouttheAcropolis,
they’reoutof their tinyminds.
But, incredibly, it couldbeabout to
happen. JeanTodt issetonexpanding

theWRC’s remit.Thehopewas thatBrazil or
Chinawouldcome in2014but thatnowlooksout
of reach.So–presumably tokeepmomentum
going–Poland is likely to rejoin theseries.

But thechampionship is likely tobecut to12
roundsandthatmeans twoeventsgettingcut.
According to reports– ledbymycolleagueDavid
Evans–anFIA faxvotewas taken lastFridayon
thecalendar.Wewill knowthe result shortly.

NowI’venothingagainstPoland. Itsbase
Mikolajkimaybeanothingplace200tedious
kilometresnorthofWarsawbut in2009the rally
generatedhuge fan interest.

However, Idon’twant it inat thecostof
Acropolis.Here thingsseemtogetmurkier.

AmazinglyAcropolis issaid tohave joined
Sardiniaat thebottomof theFIA’sprivate rally
rankings.Yeteveryone Ispoke to inLoutraki this
year, and last, laudedtheGreekevent.

Equally, for yearsSardiniahasbeenvilifiedboth
by those inpowerandthe formerpromoterNorth
OneSport. It’sonahard to reach,expensive
island;crowdsare thin…etc,etc.

Yetsuddenly, theeventseemsback in favour.
Finance isapparently inplaceandthisyearwas
claimedtobeabig improvement.Well,whoever
said thatcouldn’thavebeenat thedeserted
mid-dayservice inOlbiaon theSaturday.All the
crowdswereata local rowinggalaheldon the
othersideof town!

TheAcropolis,can Iagain remindeveryone is,
alongwithMonteCarlo,oneofonly twoWRC
events thatstill has traction in thewiderworld. It
hasalsobeenever-present,withunrivalledhistory.

However, rallydirectorPavlosAthanassoulas
hasundoubtedlybeena thorn in theFIA’sside;
speakingoutovereventshaving topay100,000
euros for timingandtracking. Idohopeour rulers
aren’tpettyenough for this tocountagainsthim!

Theothervictimsofschedulechangescouldbe
AustraliaandNewZealand.Recently they’ve
alternatedalthougheachwantsapermanentslot.
However, the teamshate them,citingexpense,
small carmarkets–all theusualguff.So they’d
welcometheFIAcanningboth.

Butno-oneelsewould.NewZealand is the
drivers’ favouriteandhasbeen in theWRCsince
thebeginning.Australia isan innovativeevent,
winning rallyof theyearmore thanonce.

What’smore,getting ridofbothwouldmeanno
presenceeastofEurope in2014:curious tosay
the least inviewofTodt’saimofwidening the
WRC’s reach!

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Finnish legends line
up for homeouting

TheAcropolis hashistoryandagreat fanbase
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Ogier boosted by
return of Ingrassia
Worldchampionshipleader
SébastienOgierinsists
co-driverJulienIngrassia’s
recentinjuryscarehasn’t
harmedhischancesof winning
RallyFinlandforthefirsttime.

Ingrassiawasgiventheall
cleartocompeteinJyväskyläon
Sundayafterhemadeitthrough
atestruninFinlandthe
previousday.Hisparticipation
hadbeenindoubtafterhebroke
acollarbonefallingfromhis
mountainbikewhiletraining
lastmonth.

“Ithasn’teffectedmetoo
much,”OgiertoldMN.“Nicolas
Klingerwaswithmeatthetests
butit’sgoodtohaveJulienback
inaction.It’sneveranideal
situationtonothavehimatthe
pre-eventtestingwithme.”

Ogiercovered500kilometres
[310miles]duringtwodaysof
testinginFinlandlastweekina
VolkswagenPoloRWRCtest
car.“I’mconfidentwe’llbein
goodform,”saidOgier.“It’s

TwoFinnishrallyinggreatswill
beattendingtheircountry’sWRC
roundthisweek.

Four-timeworldchampion
TommiMäkinenwillbe
performingattheKilleri
superspecialnearJyväskyläon
Thursdayevening,althoughhis
car’sidentityisasecret.

“It’salwaysnicetoreturntothe
track,andcomingtoJyväskyläis
evenmorespecial,”saidthe
formerMitsubishiandSubaru
driver.“MyfirstWRCroundwin
wasintheFinnishroundof the
WRC,andafterthatIwonitback
tobackseveraltimes.It’saspecial
feelingtodrivefortheFinnish
crowd.Eveninsidethecaryoucan
feelthesenseof home.”

Meanwhiledoubletitle-winner
MarcusGrönholmwillcaptain
theFinnishcrosskartteamina
competitionatKillerion
ThursdayandFriday,albeitina
mentoringroleonly.Teamsfrom
FranceandSpainwillalsobe
takingpartwithco-drivingworld
championDanielElena,from
Monaco,representingFrance.

Finn is under pressure to
prove his worth at Citroën

Ogiergained310milesof testingwhileMikkelsencrashed

crucialtohavetherightkindof
setupsforFinland.”

Askedwhetherthehigh-speed
rallywouldbetheultimatetest
of thePolo’space,Ogiersaid:
“It’soneof thefastestrallies
intheworld,butit’stoomuchto
saythatitwouldbetheultimate
test.I’mconfidentthatthePolo
willperformwellinFinland.”

Ogierwillhavetoovercomethe
threatposedbyhisVW

team-mateandlocalheroJari-
MattiLatvalatotriumph.

“Iexpecthimtobefastandto
beontop,”saidOgier.“I’mnot
worriedabouthisspeed.I’m
neverworriedwhatcomesfrom
theotherdrivers.Mygoalisalso
tobeontopinFinland.”
●NorwegianAndreas
Mikkelsen,whowillcomplete
theVWline-up,crashedduringa
testlastSaturday.

RALLYRALLY
FLAT-OUT WORLD NEWS

ForestRally.TheAmerican, ina
FordFiesta,heldontowinby6.5s
after losingtimewithan
alternator failure.BritonHiggins
is thedefendingchampionfor
SubaruRallyTeamUSA…
TheWRC2
pre-event test for
Finlandwas

halted followingacrash involving the
MitsubishiLancerE10ofCarlos
Garcia.An injuredspectatorwas
airlifted tohospital.Hisconditionwas
unknownwhenMNwent topresson
Monday…GiandomenicoBasso

willbebiddingforafourthRali
VinhoMadeirawinthis

weekend.The
Italianhas
securedalate
entry tocompete

inaPeugeot207S2000.Bruno
Magalhãesisthetopseedfor the
islandevent inanother207…
Poland’s roundof theERCin
Septemberwill get livecoverageon
Eurosport.Thenetworkwill broadcast
fourstagesas theyhappen…Victor
Pontin, theRomanianprime
minister,co-drovethezerocaron
theSibiuRally.Pontinwasan
international-levelnavigator
beforetakinguppolitics…

Blockclosed
onHiggins

KenBlockhasclosedtowithin
22pointsofDavidHiggins inthe
RallyAmericatitlechasewith
victoryontheNewEngland
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ByRichardRodgers

Elfyn Evans has turned to
former winner Markko Märtin
to help him prepare to give the
Ford Fiesta R5 its world
championship debut in
Finland this weekend.

TheWelshmanisoneof five
driversgivingM-Sport’sFord
FiestaR5itsworldchampionship
debutonRallyFinland.Evanshas
startedinJyväskyläontwo
previousoccasions,buthehas
describedMärtin’sadviceduringa
recenttestinEstoniaasabighelp.

“It’saveryfastevent,thefastestof
theyear,andyouneedtohavetotal
confidenceinyourself,your
co-driverandyourcar,”saidthe
24-year-old,whofinishedsixth
overallonthepreviousWRCround
inSardiniainaFiesta
WRC.“Topreparewe
havebeentestingon
similarroadsinEstonia
withMarkkoand[his]
MM-Motorsportteam.
Markkoinparticular

wasreallyhelpful.Heknowswhatit
takestowininFinland,soitwasa
greatopportunityformetoget
someadvicefromsomeoneas
experiencedashim.”

FinlandmarksEvans’sfirst
outinginWRC2sinceRallyof
PortugalinApril.

“Ican’twaittogetback
competinginWRC2withthenew
carbecauseitfeelsfantastic,”he
said.“Itwon’tbeaneasyevent.
Therewillbealotof veryquick
Scandinavianslookingforthewin,
butwe’lltryourbest.Thisisan
eventIreallyenjoyandwewon
herelastyearintheFIAWRC
Academy,sohopefullywewon’tbe
toofaraway.”

IrishmanRobertBarrablewill
alsobetryinghisCA1SportFiesta
R5forthefirsttimeinFinland
undertheTunnock’sWorldRally

Teambanner(seeseparatestory).
Meanwhile,Barrableand

AutotekMotorsportpair
EyvindBrynildsenandJari
Ketomaa,bothof whomare

alsoinFiestaR5s,will
allbeusingDMACK’snewS6
softcompoundgraveltyreon

RallyFinland.

Welshman tests with Finland winner Markko Märtin to prepare for his WRC2 returnWelshman tests with Finland winner Markko Märtin to prepare for his WRC2 returnWelshman tests with Finland winner Markko Märtin to prepare for his WRC2 return

EVANSREADYTOGIVE
FIESTA R5 ITS DEBUT

MEET BRITAIN’S NEXT RISING STAR ALEX VASSALLO PAGE 29

Atkinson named new
Hyundai test driver

Cronin ready to capitalise on rivals’ absence

Almost a year after he was
overlooked by Volkswagen for its
fledgling WRC team, Chris
Atkinson has found salvation by
signing up to the ever-expanding
Hyundai test team.

The Australian has been
recruited to assist lead testers
Bryan Bouffier and Juho
Hänninen for the remainder of
the year with the new i20 WRC.

“This is such an exciting
project and to be a part of
Hyundai’s push back into the
WRC by helping develop the i20
is a massive thing to be a part of,”
said Atkinson.

With experience of three of the
four new-generation World Rally
Cars, Atkinson is viewed as an
ideal candidate by team chief
Michel Nandan.

“With the combined expertise
of all three test drivers, we will
be able to benefit from thorough
and comprehensive input at
every test session,” he said.

Aussiehaslandedi20testrole

McLoughlin takes
thewheel for ill Arai
Australian co-driver
Anthony McLoughlin came
to the rescue when ERC ace
Toshi Arai fell ill during
the Sibiu Rally in Romania
on Saturday.

The Japanese had been
struck down by a stomach
upset and was too
exhausted to drive the
road sections, forcing
McLoughlin to step in.

Despite Arai’s illness they
won ERC Production Car
Cup in third overall on
their first of a planned
four-event campaign in a
Stohl Racing Subaru
Impreza R4 STI.

“Toshi fell quite ill and
had problems sleeping. I
had to drive the road
sections and co-drive at the
same time. It was quite
difficult while he slept in
the co-driver’s seat but it
was quite a testament in
that he could wake up five
minutes before the stage
and still set a top-five stage
time,” said McLoughlin.

KeithCronin’spursuitof the
CitroënTopDrivertitlegotaboost
aheadof RallyFinland.

TheIrishmanisfourthinthe
titlerace,fourpointsbehind
leaderSébastienChardonnetand
oneadriftof thethird-placed
BryanBouffier.WithBouffier
lackingthefundstotakeuphis
entryinJyväskylä,Croninhas
onelessrivaltoworryabouton
thehigh-speedgravelstages.The
eventualchampiongetsa2014
WRCcampaigninaDS3R5.

“Myexperienceof Finland
roadsislimitedbutIdidtakepart
inaPirelliStarDrivershoot-out
thereandI’vespectatedafew
timessoIhaveanideaof whatthe
stagesarelike,”saidthe27-year-
old.“Goingtherecompetitively
forthefirsttimewillbeahuge
challenge.It’soneof thefastest
roundsof thechampionshipand

RobertBarrablegothis first
tasteof high-speeddriving
RallyFinlandstylewhenhe
testedattwodifferent
venuesaroundhostcity
JyväskyläonSunday.

Followingashakedown
test inEstoniaonSaturday,
BarrableandhisCA1Sport
crewheadedacrossthe

Baltic toFinlandwherethey
coveredapproximately70
miles intheall-newFord
FiestaR5.

“We’vehadagoodtest;we
wantedtodomoremileage,
butwhatwehavedonewe
areveryhappywith,”said
the25-year-oldfromSwords.
“Thetestwastrouble-freeon
differentroads.”

FormerBritishchampion
TapioLaukkanenwent

withBarrableforpart
of thetestandgave
theTunnock’s
WorldRally
Teamdrivera
fewtips.

Barrable gets first taste of Finnish stages
Kubicawill tap into
Latvala’s knowledge

Photos: mcklein, Writtle Photographic

Evans is one of five drivers
running the new Fiesta R5

Evans:confident in
new Fiesta R5

Cronin must push in Finland

there’snomarginforerror.
“IneedtofindafastpacebutI’ve

beenoutof thecarsinceSardinia
soit’sgoingtotakeafewstagesto
getbackuptospeed.”

AlastairFisherisalsochasing
CitroënTopDriverpointsin
Finland.Fisheris17pointsoff the
pacefollowinganearlyoff in
Sardinia.“Weneedtogetour
championshipbackontrack,”
saidFisher.“We’vehadgood
speedinFinlandthepasttwo
seasonsintheWRCAcademy.”

Irish ace ran
for 70 miles
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for 70 miles

RobertKubicasayshe’llbecalling
onJari-MattiLatvalaforadvice
aheadof hisRallyFinlanddebut.

Theex-F1raceriscompetingin
WRC2inaCitroënDS3RRCandis
expectingatoughtest.

“Itwillbeabigchallengebuta
veryniceonebecausetheroads
hereareamazing,”saidKubica.
“Fortunatelytherearealotof
videosonYouTubeandfrom
driversfrompreviousseasonsto
givemeanideaof howthestages
will lookandIwillbeableto
preparesomenotes.

“Ialsohavesomefriendsand
maybeIcangetsometipsfrom
Jari-Matti,eventhoughhe’s
drivingadifferentcar.LastyearI
givehimafewtipsonTarmac
whenItestedwithM-Sportand
maybehecanpaymeback.His
informationwillbeimportant.”
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BOGIE AIMS TO RETURN
TO THEWINNER’S CIRCLE

Photos: Writtle Photographic and Paul Lawrence

David Bogie is aiming for
glory on Speyside Stages

Initiative to lure competitors to OtterburnDonnelly secures an Impreza for Lurgan Park

Newautotest helps boost Boconnoc Carnival

Theorganisersof theFostek
LindisfarneRallyhavelaunched
anewinitiativetoencourage
newcomerstosamplethe
OtterburnRanges.

TheTynemouthMotorSport
Clubeventtakesplaceonthe
Northumberlandmilitary
provinggroundonSeptember8.
Toencouragenewdriverstotry
thevenue,theclubwillgivethe
firsttenfullypaidentriesfrom
crewswhohavenevercompeted
ontheeventbeforea£50rebate.
Therallycosts£355toenter.

Theclubwillalsogivea£100
rebatetoanycrewwhocompetes
onallthreeof theeventsthatrun
onOtterburn.TheLindisfarne
Rallyisaroundof theAS
PerformanceNorthof England,
BlueScottishTarmackandSG
PetchANECCCchampionships,
andwill featurearound70stage
milesthisyearduetomilitary
restrictionsatthevenue.

Regulationsareattynemouth-
motorclub.co.ukandmarshals
shouldemaillindisfarne-
marshals@yahoo.co.uk.

Five-timeIrishTarmacRally
championEugeneDonnellywill
driveaSubaruImprezaWRCas
hebidstotakehisfirstwinonthe
LurganParkRallynextmonth.

TheMagherafeltdriverhasyet
towinthepopularevent,which
thisyearwillbeheldonAugust10.
HewilldrivetheMcKinstry
MotorsportImprezaS14thathe
usedtowintheStAngeloRally
earlierthisyear.

“TheImprezaS14isafabulous
cartodrive,”saidDonnelly,who
willbeco-drivenbyAdrian
Fraser.“ItwontheDonegal
InternationalthisyearwithSam
Moffettdriving,soitisobviously
agoodcar.”

Donnelly’soldITRCrivalDerek
McGarrityisalsoaimingto
entertheevent,if hisFordFocus
WRCreturnsfromanengine
rebuildintime.

BoconnocMotorsportCarnival
organisershopethattheaddition
of anautotesttothefast-growing
rallycanhelptheeventexpand
furthernextyear.

TheeventattheBoconnocestate
nearLostwithielinCornwall,
whichisorganisedbyfive
localcarclubs,ranforthesecond
timelastweekend.Therally
section,expandedto50cars,
andtherewasalsoa20-car

autotestonSaturdayevening.
ExhibitionorganiserTom

Hoeksmasaid:“Theautotestwas
enjoyedbythesetupcrew,
exhibitorsandcarclubmembers,
andshouldbecomeanannual
fixture.TheBoconnocEstate
ownerstoldustheyhopedthatthe
successof thisyear’sevent
wouldcontinue,andtheylook
forwardtomanyyearsof
motorsportactivities.”

PAUL
LAWRENCE
“Rallying isn’t
only about
the Escorts”
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Cars other than Escorts appear in historic rallies

O
neofthefewcriticismsI
hearabouthistoric rallyingis
that therearetoomanyFord
Escorts.Now, inmyview, just
like icecreamandchocolate
cake,youcanneverhave

toomuchofagoodthing.Afterall, theFord
Escort is thecar thatMN readersvotedasthe
topcompetitioncarofall time,soI’mclearly
not inaminority.

Interestingly, ata recent racemeeting,a former
rallycompetitor toldmethat lettingFordEscorts
in tostagerallyinghadbeen thebeginningof the
end. Indeed, therearestill somewhosubscribe to
theviewthatadmitting theEscortMk2 intohistoric
rallyingwasanactof vandalism:when theysee
SierraCosworthsandBMWsrunningascategory
fourhistorics in2014theywill bechokingon their
bobblehats.Timeandhistorymoveson. Ican
rememberstanding inHayeParkmaybe15years
agowatching things likeaFordGranadaandan
AustinA35compete inwhatwas then thepremier
historicchampionship.Thepoor littleA35even
struggledwith thegradient.That’sa longway
removed fromMartyMcCormackandNickElliott
fully lit over the topofPikesPeak…

Ofcourse, theEscortdominatesnumerically in
historic rallyingand Ican’t see thatchanging fora
very long time.Evennow,modern4x4s invery
capablehandsstruggle tobeat thepaceof the
tophistoricEscorts.

But it iswrongto think thathistoric rallying isonly
aboutEscortsand Iwant topay tribute to thosewho
deliver thevarietyonhistoricevents.Runningan
Escort isclearly theeasieroption, forawhole
industryexists tosupplyall that youneed.

Notso formanyof theothercars,whichcan
bemuchharder to lookafter.However, the
commitmentanddeterminationofpeople like
VauxhallChevettedriverSteveMagsonand
SunbeamLotuspeddlerGuyAndersonensures
awelcomechange.Magsonadmits thathecan’t
bringhimself tohaveanEscort, even thoughhe
knows itwouldbeeasier.

Then therearepeople likeTerryCree,whohas
workedaway tomakehisBMW2002competitive
against thePinto-poweredEscortsMk1, justas
PeterSmithhasdonewithhisOpelAsconaagainst
thePintoMk2s.TimMasonandPeterMcDowell
currently fly thePorsche flagagainst theEscort
hordesandStevePerezcontinues todelight
everyonewithhis fabulousLanciaStratos.

It iscategoryone for thepre ’68cars that isa true
bastion forvariety, for this isanEscort-freezone.
So, to thedrivers runningPorsche911s,Cortinas,
Hillman Imps,Minis,Saabs,Volvosandparticularly
JohnEverardandhisAlfaRomeo, I saluteyou!

REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com

Cornishman sets sights on Rally GB outing
Former British Rally
Championship driver
Matt Cotton is aiming to
have a second outing on
Wales Rally GB this year.

The Cornish driver
competed on the WRC event
in 2008, when it was part of
the BRC, but failed to finish
in his Citroën C2 R2. Cotton
has been on the sidelines this
year due to finance, but is
seeking the funding for a

one-off outing on the
November 14-17 event.

“In 2008 I retired on the
third stage of the event in
the Myherin ford with an
engine failure,” said Cotton.
“I want to try again – I have
unfinished business.”

The St Teath driver wants
to emulate Tim Ferris, who
in the 1990s was the last
Cornishman to win a class
on the event.

SPEYSIDESTAGESESSENTIALS

LEADINGENTRIES
NO. DRIVER TEAM

1 EuanThorburn/PaulBeaton FordFocusWRC
2 DavidBogie/KevinRae FordFocusWRC
3 JockArmstrong/KirstyRiddick Subaru Impreza
4 DaveWeston/DaveRobson FordFocusWRC
5 QuintinMilne/MartinForrest MitsubishiLancerE9
6 DaveWestonJr/PhilClarke Subaru ImprezaWRC
7 MikeFaulkner/PeterFoy MitsubishiLancerE9
8 BarryGroundwater/DanielPaterson MitsubishiLancerE9
9 DonnieMacDonald/AndrewFalconer MitsubishiLancerE9
10 ChrisCollie/LisaWatson MitsubishiLancerE6

Starts:Saturday,August3,CooperPark,Elgin,0900hrs Finishes:
Saturday,August3,TownHall,Elgin,1630hrsCompetitivemiles:44
milesStages:nine2012winners:EuanThorburn/PaulBeaton (Ford
FocusWRC)

Four-time ARR Craib MSA
Scottish Rally champion
David Bogie says he is
determined to win
Saturdays’s McDonald and
Munro Ltd Speyside Stages
Rally to make up for his
defeat to Euan Thorburn on
his home event recently.

The Dumfries driver had
been aiming for a fourth
straight win on the Scottish
Rally last month, but he was
outpaced by fellow Ford
Focus WRC driver Thorburn
and had to settle for second.

“The Scottish Rally
result has made me more
determined to win this
weekend,” said Bogie, who
leads the points standings.
“Most of the damage was
done on the second stage of
the Scottish, and I’m still
baffled as to exactly where
I lost the time. I’m happy
with how I drove, so I need
to put it behind us and look
forward to the Speyside.
Euan drove very well there,
and he’s got incredible pace
so it will be a good fight.

“I’ve got to keep the points
in mind, but I want a win.”

Bogie took four Speyside
wins in a row between 2008
and 2011, but Thorburn won
the event last year.

The entry list for the Elgin-
based event features title
challenger Quintin Milne
and a number of strong
drivers in World Rally
Cars, including local expert
Dave Weston Sr (Focus
WRC), former British
championship regular
Dave Weston Jr (Subaru
Impreza WRC).

Bogie added: “It’s a great
entry, and it really shows the

support there is for the Scottish
championship. It’s a strong
entry, and the likes of Dave
Weston and Weston Jr are
quick drivers in strong
World Rally Cars.”

The Speyside features a
revised route this year, with the
45 competitive miles split into
nine shorter stages. Bogie said:
“I prefer longer stages, because
it’s hard to get time back if
you lose ground on a shorter
stage. But the conditions are
very good, and the organisers
always do a great job of finding
some smooth roads.”

POINTS
MSAScottishRallyChampionship
afterfourofeightrounds

POS DRIVER PTS
1 David Bogie 115
2 Quintin Milne 107
3 Barry Groundwater 105
4 Chris Collie 93
5 Donnie MacDonald 91
6 Andy Horne 89
7 Euan Thorburn 78
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INTERVIEW: JULES BIANCHI

JulesBianchicould land
aroleattheScuderia

FERRARI’SFUTURE
Photos: LAT, Ferrari

T
here’s a lot riding
on Jules Bianchi’s
performances
over the final
nine grands prix
of the season.

Despitethefact
thattheyoungFrenchmanisfinding
hisfeetatthebackof thegrid,he
hasarguablythebestchanceof the
tail-enderstoswiftlyfindhiswayinto
aseatatthefrontof thefield.

AlongsideMcLarenracerSergio
Pérez,23-year-oldMarussiaace
Bianchiisoneof thefirstgraduates
fromFerrari’sDriverAcademy
programmetomakeittothebright
lightsof F1.Pérezhasalreadysealed
hissetatatopteambymovingfrom
SaubertoWokingand,withFelipe
Massa’sfuturewithFerrariunder
constantscrutiny,Bianchiseemsa
shoo-intofindhiswayintoMaranello
soonerorlater.Thatis, if hecan
deliverthegoodsfortheless-glamorous
Banbury-basedsquad.

Bianchimaybeonlytenracesintohis

BYROBLADBROOK
RACING EDITOR

FerrariAcademyheadLuca
Baldisserrireckonsthatthis
yearwillbevitalforJules
Bianchi’scareer.

Bianchiwasthefirstdrivertaken
underthewingof Ferrari’syouth
developmentprogrammewhenit
wasfoundedin2009,andisoneof
itsstandouttalents.

Baldisserrisaysthathe’s
delightedwiththeachievements
sofarof hisyoungcharge,but
insistshemustaimhigher.

“ItwasveryimportantforJules
tobeinF1thisyear,”hesays.“He
hastogainexperienceandgrow
asadriverinthemostcompetitive
environment, learntomanage
hisstressandstayfocused.Heis
havingtodomuchof thatonhis
ownnowbecausewecannotget
involvedwithhisoperational
agreementwithMarussia.

“Icanseehimlearningallthe
timeandlearningtodiscussthings
withhisengineersandmakinga
contributiontomovingthecarand
teamforward.

“Buthemustalwayssethimself
newgoalssohedoesn’tslackenhis
effortandmakemistakes.

“Inthisphaseof hiscareeritis
vitalthatheseizesopportunities,
suchasrainorasafetycarperiod.
Thesearethetimeswhenthedriver
makesthebiggestdifference.”

Scuderia impressed
with talented racer

Marussiachief executiveAndy
Webbhashintedthatthesigning
of Bianchihelpedtosmooththe
dealforhisteamtosecureanew
powertrainsupplydealwith
Ferrarifor2014.

Bianchiwasaimingforamove
toForceIndia,whichwasbelieved
topavethewayforthatteamto
adoptFerrariengines.Butwhen
ForceIndiaoptedtorenewits
Mercedesdealinstead,Marussia
hadagoldenopportunity.

“Aspartandparcelof our
decisionmakingprocess,when
bothJulesandAdrian[Sutil]
weretestingforForceIndiait
becameagoodmoveforustochoose
adriverwhohadastrategiclink,”
WebbrecentlytoldRussianmedia.
“WithJulesbeingamemberof the
FerrariAcademy,itwasanobvious
thingforustodototryandgetJules
drivingforusaswewereseekinga
Ferrariengine.Butitwasn’t just
strategic.Julesisasuperbdriver.

“Tohaveanengineand
powertrainsupplyall fromone
sourcewillhelpusnoendnext
year.Previouslywe’veused
CosworthenginesandXtrac
gearboxeswithWilliamsKERS.
WeunderstandthattheFerrari
enginefornext
yearisvery,very
good.Ferrariisa
superbpartner
toget.”

French ace helped
unlock door to Ferrari

Webb backs
Ferrari swap

Baldisserri trained Bianchi

Bianchi had links with Force India

The pressure is on Bianchi
to show well at Marussia

CHAMPION?

grandprixcareer,buthehasalready
shownpotential.Hisdealwith
Marussiawaslast-gasptosaytheleast:
Bianchiwaschasingthesecondberth
atForceIndia,withwhichhehad
contestedninefreepracticesessions
in2012.ButtheSilverstoneteamopted
forthereturningAdrianSutilinstead,
whichleftBianchi’soptionslimited.
Marussiahadagreedadealwith
LuizRazia,butwhentheBrazilian’s
sponsorsfailedtostumpupthecash,
Bianchilandedaraceseatalongside
MaxChilton.

Thelatenessof thedealmeant
Bianchimissedthemajorityof pre-
seasontestdays.Heonlydrovethe
MR02twicebeforeAustralia,butstill
out-qualifiedChiltonandthentookthe
fighttothemidfield, finishing15thon
hisdebut.Hebackedthatupwith13th
inMalaysia,oneplaceshyof equalling
Marussia’sbest-everraceresult.

Theteamismuchbetterequipped
forlifeinF1thisterm.Atechnical
partnershipwithMcLarenisstarting
tounlocknewdesignsandpacefor
theMR02,andaKERSpackagefrom
Williamsmarksthefirsttime
theteamhashadaccesstoenergy
recoverysystems.

Bianchisaysthathe’sbeenimpressed
withtheteam’sprogressduringhis
firsttenraces.HetellsMotorsport
News:“Marussiaisateamthatis
quicklybecomingcompetitiveand
I’mhappytobeapartof whatweare
achievinghere.Icanonlyjudgefrom
thisyearbutIthinkit’sclearthatwe
havemadeabigstepandtherearestill
alotof thingshappening.

“Lastyeartheteamstruggled,but
thisseasonthepartnershipsaretaking

effectsandthecarismuchbetterall-
round.Whenyoujudgewherethe
teamwasandwherewearenowit’s
ahugeimprovementandforsure
thesepartnershipswillonlymake
usstronger.”

Bianchihimself hasadaptedtolife
wellinsideF1.Partof thathecreditsto
thesupportfromFerrari,andtheother
tothemileagegainedwithForceIndia
lastseason.“TheFerrariAcademy
helpsmealot,”hesays.“It’snoteasy
toprepareforsomethinglikeF1as
youhavemanydifferentelementsto
trainfor,thephysicalityof thecars,
thementality,themedia.There’salot
togetusedto.

“Ferrarihelpsmetrain,butsadly
nottotheextentthatIcouldlastyear.I
cannotdosimulatorworkatMaranello
nowduetomydealwithMarussia,so
certainthingshavehadtobescaled
back.ButIstillgetalotof supportand
haveaccesstopeoplewithsomuch
knowledgeandexperience.During
GP2andFormulaRenaultIcouldtalk
toFernando[Alonso]orFelipe[Massa]
andpickupalotof basicsfromthem
tohelpmeimprove.Obviouslythatisa
bitlessnowasI’mracingonthesame
gridasthem.

“Ifeelthecombinationof theFerrari
AcademyandthetimewithForceIndia
hasbeenverygoodtome.Drivingin
practicelastyearpreparedmewell
becausethere’salotmoregoingonin
anF1carthaninjuniorformulacars.
Everythingissoquick,we’retalking
splitseconddecisionsandreactions.
There’salotmoretodrivinganF1car,
withthingslikeKERSandDRSand
activeset-upchanges–itmakesitavery
differentstyleof racing.

“I’vedrivenforForceIndiaand
Ferrari,andMarussiaisadifferent
placeagainfromthoseteams.Every
teamhasit’sownwayof working.It’s
aboutadaptingtoyoursurroundings.”

Despitelackingthemileageinthe
MR02of histeam-mateChilton,
Bianchicanbeseenasthemoresenior
of Marussia’sdrivers.Theteamruns
thesolerookiepairingonthegrid.
Bianchihasout-qualified[ninetoone]
andout-raced[eighttotwo]theBriton
sofar.Bianchiaddsthatthepairare
workingwelltopushtheteamforward:
“Ienjoyworkingwithandracing
againstMax.We’rebothrookiesand
surewedon’thaveyearsof experience
todrawonliketheotherteamsbut
we’vebothbeenthereanddoneitin
thejuniorclassesandweknowwhat
weneedtogetoutof aracingcar.

“We’rebothworkingforthesame
thingandwe’repushinginthesame
directionandthat’svitalforustopush
thecarforwards.”

IttookFerrarijusttworacesthis
seasontopubliclysuggestthatitwas
keepingtabsonBianchiforaspotatthe
factorysquad.Thatkindof focusbrings
immensepressureontotheshoulders
of ayoungdriver.ButBianchiadds
thatheisn’tbotheredbybeinginthe
spotlight:“Whetheryouhaveachance
withabiggerteam,haveagoodorbad
seriesof racesorarefightingtokeep
yourseat...allof thesethingsbring
pressureandit’ssomethingyouhave
tolivewith.I’mgettingusedtoit.The
firstthingIhavetodoisfocusondoing
aswellasIcanhereandhelpMarussia
workupthegrid.That’sthebestwayI
cangetnoticedandhelpputmyself
ontheradarforthefuture.”■

CV
JulesBianchi
Age:23
From:Nice,France
2013:FormulaOne
withMarussia
2012:FormulaRenault3.5
withTech1Racing, three
wins,second;SaharaForce
India testdriver
2011:GP2Serieswith
LotusART,onewin, third;
ScuderiaFerrari testdriver
2010:GP2withLotus
ART, third
2009:F3EuroSerieswith
ART,ninewins,champion
2008:F3EuroSerieswith
ART, twowins, third;
MastersofF3winner
2007:FormulaRenault2.0
FrancewithSGFormula,
fivewins,champion

Fast: Jules Bianchi
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RETRO: MIKE NICHOLSON
22 JULY 31 2013 motorsport-news.co.uk

T
he British Rallying
scene was alive
with huge talents
in the late 1970s,
and co-driver Mike
Nicholson had one
of the best seats in

thehousealongsidePenttiAirikkala.
Nicholson,whowouldgoontoheadup

Vauxhall’smotorsportingactivities,
wascallingthenotesforthenewbrandof
flyingFinnandthepair,aswellashitting
theheights,alsogotinvolvedinanumber
of scrapes.Inanextractfromhisnew
book,ListentoMe!,Nicholsonrecalls
thelifeandtimesof atop-flightco-driver.
Here,weprintanextractasNicholson
beginshisjourneywithAirikkala.

1978
Februarysoonarrivedandwemade
ourwaytoHarrogatefortheMintex
andthestartof ourfirsteventtogether.
Inthelate1970s,theBritishRally
Championshipconsistedof thecream
of driversandincludedmanyof the
WorldChampionshipmen:MarkkuAlen
intheFiat131,HannuMikkola,Roger
ClarkandAriVataneninEscortsand,of
course,theusualcropof Britishdrivers,
TonyPond,JimmyMcRaeandRussell
Brookesamongmanyothers.

Iconstantlyremindedmyself thatI
wasontrialduringthiseventandwas
determinedtomakeagoodfistof it. I
hadmadeconsiderableeffortstoget
myself inshape,physicallyandmentally,
anditseemedtopayoff.Havingagood
knowledgeof theYorkshireforeststages
Iwasabletoreadthemoff anOSmap,
almostasaccuratelyashavingpacenotes.
ThiswasanewexperienceforPentti.He
wasimpressedthatIknewallof theflat
crests,blindcornersandfirebreaksthat
werewaitingtocatchouttheunwary.At
thehalfwayhaltinScarboroughIinsisted
onstayingwiththecartooverseethe
worktobedonewhilePenttisnatcheda
coupleof hourssleep,whichseemedto
impresshim.Dedicationandallthat!

WehadagoodbattlewithMikkolawho,
whileitwasclose,generallyhadthe
upperhand.However,hesufferedsome
mechanicalproblems,whichleftus
arrivingatthelaststage–atwo-mile
thrashthroughthetracksof Rudding
Parkontheoutskirtsof Harrogate–
withagoodoverall lead.

“Pentti,”Isaidonthestartline.“We
haveatwominuteleadwithjusttwomiles
of thisstagetocomplete,soIhopeyouwill
takeiteasy.”

“Of course,”hereplied.“Ivilldrive
likeagrandma,butIhavetosaytoyou,
vateverhappens,youarethebestco-
driverIhaveeverhad!”Iwasfullof pride.

Wesetoff,buthedrovelikeacrazyman,
absolutelyontheraggededge,muchto
theappreciationof thethousandsof
spectatorsandmuchtomyconcern.
Mid-stage,hecutacornerandhitabump
atconsiderablespeed.Thecarliftedway
upontotwowheelsandwenearlyrolled
withinsightof thefinish.Wecompleted
thestageintearsof laughterandwith
someconsiderablerelief. Itwasagreat
winandIsoakedupthegloryof our
achievementwithPentti’spositive
endorsementof myco-drivingability
ringinginmyears.Ihadpassedmy‘trial’
withflyingcoloursandmycontractwas
extendedtotheendof theyear.

OurnexteventwastheCircuitof
IrelandRally,heldoverEaster.Inthose
days,theCircuitwasamonsterof an
event.Therewere55stages,totalling
over600miles,heldoverfivedays
throughoutthewholeof Ireland.Itwas
toughonboththecarandcrew.Itwas
duringthiseventthatIwastowitnessthe
othersideof Pentti’stemperament.He
arrivedinBelfastinwhatcanonlybe
describedasadarkmood.The‘Mintex
Pentti’wasnowheretobeseen.Hewas
angryabouteverythingandbarking
ordersateveryonewithinearshotwhich,

unfortunately,onmanyoccasions
includedme.

Therallywasnotgoodforus,orindeed
forsomeotherluminariesontheevent.
Brookeswentoff onthefirststage,losing
fiveminutesandMikkolalaterretired
withabrokentransmission.Wehadan
axleleakingoilontotherearbrakesfor
thefirstfewstagesandPentti’smood
darkenedevenfurtheraswelosttime.It
wasbeingmadeworsebythefactthat
JimmyMcRae,ourteam-mate,was
beatingushandsdown.

Everyonewaswalkingoneggshellsand
keepingtheirheadsdown,tryingtoavoid
Pentti’sattention.Hecalledmeevery
nameinthebook.Iwasuseless,evidently,
andeverythingthatwasgoingwrong
withthecarwasmyfault.Iwasabit
distressedaboutthis,becauseinmyview,
IwasdoingexactlythesamejobasIhad
doneontheMintex.Iwasrathertaken
abackbythepreviouslyunseenside(by
me,anyway)of mynewdriver.

Thingsdidimproveoverthenextcouple
of daysthoughandthemoodlightened.
Hewasdrivingwellandweweregaining
someof thelosttimeandlyinginsidethe
topfive,butJimmywasstill leading.

Oneparticularstagestandsoutforme.
KnownasArignaMountains,itisoneof
Ireland’sclassics.Onthisoccasion,itwas
over30mileslongandtackledatnight
time.Itwasraininghard,withvisibility
particularlypooroverthemountaintop,
wherethickfoghadformed.Pacenotes
werenotallowedandtheIrishmapshad
littleornodetailworthtryingtoread.
Itsticksinmymindtothisdaythat,over
those30milesinappallingconditions,
fourdrivers(Mikkola,Alen,Airikkala
andBrookes)drivingfourtypesof car
and,withnopacenotes,allrecordeda
timewithinfoursecondsof eachother.

Ononestage,theonlyroadtothestart
wascompletelyblockedwithcars.It
appearsthathundredsof spectatorshad
arrivedatthestageandparkeddownone
sideof theapproachroad.Othersthen
arrivedandparkeddowntheotherside.
Eventually, late-comersdrovealltheway
tothestagestart,betweenthetworowsof
parkedcars,foundtheyhadnowhereto
parkandlefttheircarsinthemiddleof
theroad,completelyblockingit.Therally
carshadnowayof reachingthestageand
theco-drivershadtorunwelloveramile
toreceiveanarrivaltime.Thestagewas
cancelledsoitwastheenthusiaststhat
lostoutintheend.Manic.

WearrivedattheKillarneyrest-halt
feelingabitbetterwithourselves.
Penttiwastryingtobeapologetictoteam
membersandinvitedmetogoforasauna.
Itturnedouttobeabigmistake–never
haveasaunawithaFinn.Itwasbloody
hot.Walkingdownthehotelcorridor,
Penttistoppedaporter,resplendentin
hisgreenjacket,andasked:“Excuse,
please,isthisrealFinnishsauna?”

“Ahsure,”thelittleguyreplied.“The
wholehotel’sbeenfinishedforfour
yearsnow…”

Pentti juststaredathim.
Therallyrestartedbut,unfortunately,

another30milenightstagesawour
downfall.Thestagestartedinavalley,
climbed15milesuponesideof a
mountainandoverthetop,before
runningthelast15milesdowntheother
side.Penttiwas,bynow,fullybackon
formandwewereabsolutelyflying.

Afterafewmiles,hesaidoverthe
intercom:“Mike,getthetorch.

“Nowshineitonmyfeetandlookat
this,”hesaidwhilestillgoingflatout.

Iwatchedashepressedthebrakepedal–
itwenttothefloor.Therewasno
retardationwhatsoever.Underthe
circumstances,Isuggestedhemight
liketoslowdown.

“ItisOK,itisalluphill,”hereplied.
“Yes,Pentti,butinfourmilesitall

goesdownhill,”Iquipped.
“Ah,youvorrytoomuch,”heretorted.
Inevitably,itwasonlyamatterof timeat

thisunreducedpace,beforewewouldgo
off theroad,andIhadplentyof warning
of theapproachingaccident.Thesection
of thestagewasstraight,dropping
steeplydownhill forseveralhundred
yardsleadingtoatight90rightbend,
whichwaseasilyspottedinthelights.
Withoutbrakes,therewasnopossibility
of usmakingthecornerandwewent
straighton,punchingthroughahedge,
withthenoseof theChevettedropping
verticallyintoasmallriver,sometwofeet
deep.Wehungthereinourseatbeltsfora
fewsecondssurveyingoursituation.It
becameobviousthattherewasnowayto
continue,weweretoofaroff theroad.

Suddenly,thecarstartedtoshakefrom
sidetosideandacrescendoof Irish
voicestoldusspectatorshadarrived.
Therewerescoresof them–Ihadnoidea
wherethey’dallcomefrom.Theywereall
shoutinginstructionsbutnotlistening
toeachother.Somewerepushingwhile
otherswerepullingandchaosreigned,
withbitsbeingtornoff thecarintheir
effortstogetusbackontheroad.

“Mike,getoutandorganisethem…you
mustORGANISEthem,”Penttishouted.

Iclimbedoutandtriedtocreatesome
senseof co-ordinatedactionfromour
willingfriends.Unfortunately,itdidn’t
workandtheyweremortifiedthattheir
valianteffortshadfailedtoseeusonour
wayanddrownedtheirsorrowswithcans
of Guinness.Afterthestagewasclosed,
theyfinallymanagedtopullusbackonto
theroad,withtheassistanceof avery
oldandverysmokyLandRover.Aftera
coupleof mileshowever,theChevette’s

engineletgowithaveryloudbang.The
carhadspentsomuchtimeverticalinthe
riverbedthattheoilhadsiphonedoutof
theengineand,starvedof lubricant,it
seized.Notonlywereweoutof therally,
wenowhadnoworkingenginetogetus
backtoBelfast.Forme,itwasasadend
toaratherstrangerally.

However,someof ournewspectator
friendswerenotfinishedwithus.Fourof
themhadbeenfollowingusintheirold
batteredMorrisMarina.Theysawour
predicamentandofferedtogiveusa
tow.Penttifanciedavisittoadecent
nightclub,sotheyagreedtotakeustoa
hotelinDublin,thencollectusthenext
morningandtowusbacktoBelfast.

Wecalledtheteamontheradio,told
themof ourarrangementandreleased
ourservicecrewtosupportJimmy,who
wasstill leadingtheeventoverall.Wemet
oneof thechasecarsandcollectedour
overnightbags.

Thenextmorning,ournewlyappointed
‘servicecrew’turnedupatourhotelas
promisedintheirbrightyellow,hand-
paintedMarina.Theyhadbroughtanew
towrope–theoneusedthepreviousnight
hadbeenabitontheshortside.Thenew
ropewasmuchlonger,toolonginfact,
buttheydidn’twanttocutit,soweset
off nowtravellingsomeconsiderable
distancebehindthetowcarandinto
whatwastobecomeamosthilarious
journeytoBelfast.Wehadnowayof
communicatingwiththeladsinthe
Marinawho,itturnedout,werenot
familiarwithDublin.Theyoftenforgot
wewerethereastheywentthewrongway

aroundroundaboutsandthewrong
waydownone-waystreets.Wecoulddo
nothingbutsittherebehindthem,
helplessandintearsof laughter,andgo
wherevertheytookus.

Atonepoint,weevensetoff thewrong
waydownadualcarriageway.Ittook
themafewhundredyardstorealise
theirmistakeandtheycarriedoutaswift
U-turn.ThiswasfinefortheMarina,
butthesteeringlockontheChevette
wassuchthatwecouldn’tmakethe
manoeuvreinoneattempt.So,threelads
jumpedoutandpushedusbacktoenable
ourthreepointturntobecompleted,
accompaniedbyhorn-blowingand
shoutsfromotherroadusers.Theygave
usabiggrinandathumbsupandweset
off againatconsiderablespeed.They
werefantasticladsandlovingevery
minuteof theirtimetowingasuperstar
rallydriverandhisrallycarbehindthem.
However,thejourneywasn’twithoutits
dangers.Onseveraloccasionstheypulled
outtoovertakeslowervehiclesandthey
misjudgedtheperformanceof their
underpoweredengine, justpullingback
intimetoavoidtrafficcomingtheother
way.Thisleftusstillalongsidethevehicle
beingovertakenandfacingheadoninto
oncomingtraffic.Itwashilariousandwe
laugheduntiloursideshurt.

Miraculously,wearrivedinBelfastin
onepiece.Weparkedthe‘dead’Chevette
inthehotelcarparkandtookthefourlads
outforawell-deservedmeal.Theyflatly
refusedpaymentforfuelcosts,insisting
theyhadenjoyedthetimeof theirlives.
Irishspectatorsarethesaltof theearth!■

Airikkala and Nicholson
prevailed on the Mintex

Confessions from the
co-driver’s seat
Confessions from the 

THEPLU
OFTHEI

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/


Photos: LAT archive

motorsport-news.co.uk JULY 31 2013 27

MikeNicholsonisarespectedformerrallyco-driverwhocompetedinEuropeandintheUKforover35years,reachingthepinnacleof
thesport.Hepartneredsomeofthemostfamousrallydriversofthetime,includingJimmyMcRae,TonyPondandPenttiAirikkala.
Inthisbook,Nicholsonliftsthelidofftheglamoroussideofrallyingasherecallsthehighsandlowsofhiscareerfromthe1970s,
throughtohisheydaywinningtheNationalRallyChampionshipandtheBritishOpenRallyChampionship.Pricedat£8.99.

FORINFORMATIONvisitwww.mikenicholson.info

MIKE NICHOLSON–LISTEN TOME!ME! TO LISTEN

Nicholson enjoyed most of
his time with Pentti Airikkala

The Chevette was a handy
bit of kit in the 1978 season

Nicholson has sat alongside the greats such as Jimmy McRae, Tony Pond, Terry Kaby and Pentti Airikkala

Finnish legend Airikkala: rapid
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Vassallocarriesabrokenbike
AlexVassallo andco-driver JamesFordhavedominated in the Juniors

BYJAMESBOLTON
NATIONALRALLYING
EDITOR
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PROFILE: ALEXVASSALLO

Howoneyoungdriver is layingthefoundationsforaprofessionaldrivingcareer inworldrallying
PREPARINGFORTHETOP

T
heJunior
1000rally
championships
areextremely
competitive.
Onlyone-litre
carsareused

andtheyhaverelativelysimple
mechanicals.Theemphasisis
onequalityof machinerysothat
talentcanshowthrough.

Theseriesoperatesolelyonairfields
aroundtheUnitedKingdomand
Ireland.Thelackof roadsections
meansdriversasyoungas14years
oldareallowedtoentertheevents.

Theformulaisclearlyworking,and
thereisoneyoungpeddlerwhose
talentiscomingtothefore.Hisname
isAlexanderVassallo, fromHexham,
nearNewcastle,andhe’s15yearsold.
LastyearhewontheKickEnergy
BritishJuniorF1000championship
andhewoneveryroundof theBrick
andSteelJuniorEcosseChallenge.

Thisyearit’smoreof thesame:
VassalloheadstheBritishseriesand
haswonallthreeof theEcosseevents.
Likemanyyoungcompetitors,heisn’t
totallysurewhyhe’swinningsooften.
“NormallyIattackstageone,Igo
fairlyhardearlyonbeforeeveryone
elselearnsthecircuit,”hesays.That
allowshimtobuildanadvantagethat
isn’teasilysurmounted:“I’minto
mysecondyearof competinginthe
Juniorsnowandit’snicetosee
everybodydevelopingasdrivers.I
wonthefirststageIevercompetedin
by1m20sbutthatgap’scloseddown,
theothersarepushingme.”

Vassallo’sskillhasbeendeveloped
fromanearlyage.Hestartedkartingat
nineyearsoldandstumblingacross
hisdadPeter’srallytrophies
triggeredsomethinginhismind.
“Dadhadn’ttoldmeheusedto
rally,probablytosavehimself
somemoney,”quipsVassallo.
“ThenIfoundanold
promotionalDVDof his.
WhenIwatchedit
Ilovedthelookof
rallyingandIsaidto
dad, ‘Iwanttobearace
driversomeday’.”

Hisdadwasn’t
theonly
influenceonhis
ambitions:
“Mydad

Alex Vassallo competes in a
variety of sports. While
rallying is his number one
focus, he can’t help but try to
win every race he enters. This
was apparent when he hauled
his broken bike to the finish
line in a cycle race in May.

“It was the Tour of Durham
and our school had a race
before,” says Alex. “It was the
first time I’d raced my road
bike on a sprint course. After
100m I was pumping my legs
and the chain snagged and
off I went to the left, so I
threw myself to the right to
balance the bike but I was
off and onto the Tarmac.

“I got up straight away
not realising I’d cut my face
and arms.

“The wheel was bent so I
threw the bike over my
shoulder and ran the other
900m. I was so glad I did. It
showed me that if you’re
determined in sport then
anything can happen.

“I had a rally two days later,
the Lawrence Landfill Dale
Stages. It was uncomfortable
in my race suit because I was
still a bit raw but I won SS1
and then the gearbox linkage
broke on SS2. I was stuck in
fourth and in a 1000cc car
fourth is really an optional
extra. It was very hard to get

out of corners. We were
two minutes down by

service but in the
afternoon we

made up 1m 20s
to finish
fourth.”

Even a shunt can’t
halt thewill to win

Vassallo has taken titles
in England and Scotland

wasfriendswithColinMcRaeand
theyoftenwentouttodinnertogether.
Hewassuchaninspirationalperson
andthat’scontributedtomewanting
togettothetop.

“IdidchattoColinasayoungsterbut
Idon’trememberexactlywhathesaid.
IimagineItoldhimthatonedayI’d
liketodrivehisSubaruImprezaorbe
asgoodashim.”

Butthere’sahugegulf between
McRae’sachievementsandwhere
Vassalloisnow.Foranyyoungdriver,
thefirstquestionhastobe,doyou
reallywanttosacrificeandcommit
togettingtothetop?

“I’mnotgoingtodumbitdown,my
aimistobeWorldRallychampion,”
hestates.“Iwouldn’tdotheJuniorsif
Ididn’twanttobeworldchampion.I
wantaprofessionallong-termcareer
inmotorsport.”

Thesecond,muchmoredifficult,
questionishowtogetthere.Vassallo
knowsthatinrallyingexperienceis
key.Whilecircuitracersmaygetclose
totheirpotentialatperhaps25years
old,experiencecountsformorein

rallyingandsopickingtherightpath
throughmyriadchampionships
acrossnotjustBritainbutEuropetoo
isachallenge.

“TheplanwastogotoLatvianext
year,”saysVassallo.InLatviadrivers
canstartdrivingontheroadsata
youngerage,givingacoupleof years
advantageovertheirrivals.

“Butwe’veheardthejuniorscene
isn’tascompetitiveanymoresoIthink
we’lldotheJuniorshereforathird
year.Thereareafewpathstogettothe
topafterthat.We’relookingforthebest
path,theBritishRallyChampionship
wouldbebrilliantbutattheminutewe
needtothinkaboutthebudget.

“We’rerallyingalloverthecountry
andit’sveryexpensive.Inthe
meantimewe’lldoalotof testing,
prettymucheveryweekend.I’veeven
gonetotheTeesideAutodromeafter
school.That’sbeenabigplaceinmy
development.It’sveryfriendlythere
andeveryoneletstheyoungsterschat
tothemandpickuptipsondriving.”

TheVassallosarealsokeentogive
Alexexperienceof drivingmore

powerfulmachinerywhentheyhave
anopportunity.

“IstartedwithaGroupNFiestaat
11,”saysAlex.“Istartedbreakingit
throughover-drivingsodadinvested
inaSuper1600Puma,theonethat
FrançoisDuvalhadtakenacategory
winontheMonteCarloRallywith.I
usedthatuntilIwas14andthenIgot
theCitröenC1fortheJuniors.

“I’vealsodrivenaGroupNSubaru
Imprezaandafull-specGroupN
MitsubishiLancerE10inIceland.I
reallyenjoyedthatexperienceand
I’vealsodrivenanolder-shape
Imprezaonice.

“Thatwasformy12thbirthdayand
thatweekbroughtmeonasadriver
massively.Iwouldlovetogothere
againinamoremoderncartoseehow
theycompare.Iceshowsallyour
weaknessesstraightaway.If yourun
widethenthesnowthrownupbyyour
studsstaysonlineandwhenyounext
gothroughyougooff becausethesnow
fillsthetyretreadandyoulosegrip.”

Butfornowthemainfocusison
winningtheJuniorchampionships
forthesecondyearinarow,and
makingthemostof beinginthe
MSAAcademy.

“I’mgettingusedtodrivingthecar
ineventsituations,”saysVassallo.
“It’simportanttobeinacompetition
becausethat’swhenyoulearnhowto
fightforthoseextraoneortwoseconds,
andhowtodealwithpressure.I’vegot
agreatco-driverinJamesFord.We’ve
sattogetherforthreeeventsandIhope
we’lldothewholeseasontogether.

“TheJuniorsalsoteachesyouhow
toset-upthecarandhowtoadaptto
thecaryou’reusing.ImeettheMSA
Academyguysmaybeonceamonthfor
fitnesstrainingandtogetsponsorship
advice,it’snotjustontrackstuff but
off-trackthingstoo.I’verealisedhow

importanttheoff-trackthingsareto
beingaprofessional.”■
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NEW ENGINE TO SHAKE UP THE ROTAX KARTING SCENE

SILVERSTONE:HSCC SILVERSTONE CLASSIC BY PAUL LAWRENCE JULY 26/28

INSIDELINE
LotusdriversAndrewHibberdand
SamWilsonovercameusualFormula
Juniorpacesetter JonMilicevic’s
Cooper tosharePeterArundellTrophy
honours.Milicevicmovedto the front
of raceoneafterpassing fast-starter
MichaelHibberd,butcouldnotshake
offhis rival. Theyswappedplaces
several timesandwere joined in the
closingstagesbyWilson.AMilicevic
mistakeatBrooklandsallowed
Hibberd to leadaLotusone-two.

Thesametriobattledagain in the
secondencounter,withWilsonedging
clearasHibberdbeatMilicevic for the
runner-upspot.

HistoricFF1600,making its first
Classicappearance,providedsimilar
wheel-to-wheelaction,butnotat the
front.CallumMacLeodmadethemost
of fast-starterMichaelMallockholding
upSamMitchell toopenupadecisive
lead in raceone.TheMerlyn racer
did it againonSundayasMitchell
unsuccessfully tried to fightoff the
attentionsofCallumGrant.

It lookedas thoughsoloistOliver
Bryant’sLotus15wouldwin the
StirlingMossTrophyeventwhen
theGaryPearson/CarlosMonteverde
Lister Jaguardevelopedamisfire.But
thingschangedwhenChrisWard
jumped into theListerCostinstarted
byJohnYoung.Wardate intoBryant’s
leadand fell just twosecondsshort.

Itwasasimilarstory in the
WoodcoteTrophyevent.Gary
Pearson’s JaguarD-typehelda
seven-second leadoverAndrew
Smith’sCooper Jaguarwhenhe
handedtobrother John.Hethen
shadowedSmith’sco-driver John
YounguntilWard–driving theC-type
startedbyYoung–moved into the
frame.Often lapping twosecondsor
more faster than the rest,Wardwas
wavedpastbyYoung,butwas0.4s
shyofPearsonat flagfall.

AndyPriaulx (BMW1800TiSA)
battled theLotusCortinasofPhilKeen
andRichardMeaden in theearly
stagesof theU2TC race.Meaden
made it throughbeforehandingover
toGrantTromans butby thenSimon
Hadfieldhad lapped fastenough in the
CortinastartedbyLeoVoyazides to
takevictory.

HadfieldandVoyazidessuccessfully
teamedupagain in theFIAHistoric
MastersSportsCars.Voyazides ran
in the top fourduringhisstintbeforea
faststopgaveHadfield the lead,which
heextended.Suspensionproblems for
Tromans/MartinStrettonandaspinby
OliverBryantallowedSteveTandy into
second,whileGaryPearsonand
Monteverde tookapopular third.

Voyazidesneedednohelp from
Hadfieldorpit stops to take twowins in
theTrans-Atlantic tin-tops.Keen
pressuredVoyazides in race two
beforehisFalconwilted, leavingHenry
Manntosecureabraceofseconds.

GaryPearsonandJackieOliverdid
managetobeat theVoyazides/
Hadfieldcombo in theRACTT.
Voyazides fell aroundaminutebehind
Pearson’sFerrari250SWBbefore
handinghisAstonMartinDP212to
Hadfield.Hadfield rose tosecond.

JulianBronsonandJasonMinshaw
proved theclassof the twoHGPCA
fields.Bronson’sScarab twice fought
offTonyWood’sTecMec in the
pre-1961split,whileMinshawalso
doubledupdespite race twoerrors.

MichaelLyonswaswonboth the
HistoricF1andF5000/F2contests,
takingdoubles inRAMWilliamsand
LolaT400respectively.

SportscarstarNicolasMinassian
wasevenmoredominant in thesingle
GroupC race, thrashing the fieldand
the lap recordonhis firstouting ina
JaguarXJR-14.

RobertKellow

RESULTS

1 John Pearson/Gary Pearson
(Jaguar E-type) 13 laps in
45m 31.772s (62.23mph); 2
Leo Voyazides/Simon Hadfield
(AC Cobra) +13.070s; 3 Ed
Morris (Lotus Elan); 4 Ludovic
Caron (AC Cobra); 5 Oliver
Bryant (AC Cobra); 6 Graeme
Dodd/Jason Minshaw (Jaguar
E-type); 7 Keith Ahlers/Billy
Bellinger (Morgan Plus 4
SLR); 8 Carston Le Blanc
(AC Cobra); 9 Nigel Greensall
(Porsche 911); 10 John Young
(Porsche 911). Fastest lap:
Voyazides 2m 58.407s
(73.43mph). Pole position:
Sean McInerney/Mick
McInerney (TVR Griffith) 2m
24.929s (90.39mph). Class
winners: Morris; Ahlers/
Bellinger; Greensall; Adrian
van der Kroft/Alasdair McCaig
(Morgan Plus 4); Jarrah
Venables/Nick Wigley (Milano
GT). Starters: 55.

RACEDATA

Peter Arundell Trophy for Historic Formula Junior: 1
Andrew Hibberd (Lotus 22) 9 laps in 21m 22.350s
(91.71mph); 2 Sam Wilson (Lotus 20/22) +0.540s; 3 Jon
Millicevic (Cooper T59); 4 David Methley (Brabham BT6); 5
Michael Hibberd (Lotus 27); 6 Peter Morton (Lightning
Envoyette). FL: Wilson 2m 20.382s (93.32mph). PP:
Millicevic 2m 21.989s (92.27mph). CW: Hibberd, John
Chisholm (Gemini Mk 3A), Stuart Roach (Alexis Mk2),
Crispian Besley (Cooper T56), Patrick Barford (EFAC
Stanguellini), Greg Thornton (Cooper T52). S: 54. Race
two: 1 Wilson 9 laps in 21m 31.367s (91.07mph); 2 A
Hibberd +2.590s; 3 Millicevic; 4 Methley; 5 Murray; 6 M
Hibberd. FL: Wilson 2m 21.159s (92.81mph). PP: Millicevic.
CW: Wilson, Andrew Wilkinson (Lynx T3), Ray Mallock (U2
Mk2), Andrew Taylor (Cooper T56), Thornton, Mauro
Poponcini (Cooper T76), Barford. S: 54.

Balvenie Trophy for Historic Formula Ford: 1 Callum
MacLeod (Merlyn Mk20) 9 laps in 21m 17.171s (92.08mph);
2 Sam Mitchell (Merlyn Mk20) +4.931s; 3 Benn Simms
(Jomo JMR 7); 4 Callum Grant (Merlyn Mk20a); 5 Darwin
Smith (Smith Ford Special); 6 James Buckton (Elden Mk8).
FL: MacLeod 2m 20.298s (93.38mph). PP: MacLeod 2m
19.806s (93.71mph). S: 49. Race two: 1 MacLeod 9 laps
in 21m 14.290s (92.29mph); 2 Grant +6.028s; 3 Mitchell; 4
Simms; 5 Michael Mallock (Mallock Mk9); 6 William Nuthall
(Jamun T2). FL: MacLeod 2m 20.559s (93.21mph). PP:
MacLeod. S: 48.

Stirling Moss Trophy for Pre ’61 Sportscars: 1 Oliver
Bryant/Grahame Bryant (Lotus 15) 20 laps in 50m 02.792s
(87.16mph); 2 Andrew Smith/Chris Ward (Lister Costin)
+2.013s; 3 Philip Walker/Danny Wright (Lotus 15); 4 Jason
Minshaw/Jon Minshaw (Maserati T61); 5 Gary Pearson/

Carlos Monteverde (Lister Jaguar Knobbly); 6 Paul Woolley
(Cooper Monaco). FL: Smith/Ward 2m 24.233s
(90.83mph). PP: Bryant/Bryant 2m 23.882s (91.05mph).
CW: Bryant/Bryant, Smith/Ward, Keith Ahlers/James
Bellinger (Lola Mk1 Prototype), Philip Champion/Sam
Stretton (Lotus XI Le Mans), Malcolm Harrison/Patrick
Watts (Rejo Mk3), Gordon McCulloch (Maserati 200SI), Jim
Tester (Jaguar
XK120). S: 37,

Sir John Whitmore Trophy for Under Two-Litre
Touring Cars: 1 Leo Voyazides/Simon Hadfield (Ford Lotus
Cortina) 19 laps in 50m 07.068s (82.68mph); 2 Richard
Meaden/Grant Tromans (Ford Lotus Cortina) +21.042s; 3
Mark Jones (Ford Lotus Cortina); 4 Jackie Oliver/Richard
Shaw (BMW 1800 TiSA); 5 Andy Priaulx/Richard Solomons
(BMW 1800 Ti); 6 Shaun Lynn/Andrew Haddon (Ford
Cortina). FL: Meaden/Tromans 2m 33.920s (85.11mph).
PP: Voyazides/Hadfield 2m 33.157s (85.54mph). CW:
Voyazides/Hadfield, Oliver/Shaw, Jason Stanley/Nick Swift
(Austin Mini Cooper S), Paul Hocking/Stefano Proietti (Fiat
Abarth 1000TC Corsa). S: 50.

Royal Automobile Club Woodcote Trophy for Pre ’56
Sports Cars: 1 Gary Pearson/John Pearson (Jaguar
D-type) 23 laps in 1h 00m 02.874s (83.55mph); 2 John
Young/Chris Ward (Jaguar C-type) +0.429s; 3 Andrew
Smith/John Young (Cooper Jaguar T33); 4 Frederic
Wakeman/Patrick Blakeney-Edwards (Cooper T38); 5
Carlos Monteverde/Gary Pearson (Jaguar D-type); 6
Wolfgang Friedrichs/Simon Hadfield (Aston Martin DB3S).
FL: Young/Ward 2m 31.635s (86.40mph). PP: Pearson/
Pearson 2m 31.294s (86.59mph). CW: Pearson/Pearson,
Young/Ward, Friedrichs/Hadfield, John Ure/Nick Wigley

(Cooper Bristol),
Mark Midgley/Chris Woodgate (Aston Martin DB3). S: 41.

Royal Automobile Club Tourist Trophy for Historic
Cars (Pre ’63 GT): 1 Gary Pearson/Jackie Oliver (Ferrari
250 SWB) 18 laps in 47m 30.398s (82.62mph); 2 Wolfgang
Friedrichs/Simon Hadfield (Aston Martin DP212) +13.544s;
3 James Cottingham/Jeremy Cottingham (Jaguar E-type);
4 Paul Drayson/Martin Stretton (Aston Martin DB4 GT); 5
Nick Naismith (Aston Martin DB4); 6 Carlos Monteverde/
Gary Pearson (Aston Martin DB4). FL: Friedrichs/Hadfield
2m 30.326s (87.15mph). PP: Friedrichs/Hadfield 2m
30.191s (87.23mph). CW: Pearson/Oliver, Friedrichs/
Hadfield, Naismith, Nigel Winchester/Charles Mallard
(Ginetta G4), Bill Wykeham/John Emberson (Morgan +4
Supersports). S: 47.

Trans-Atlantic Touring Car Trophy: 1 Leo Voyazides/
Simon Hadfield (Ford Falcon) 8 laps in 20m 15.419s
(85.98mph); 2 Henry Mann (Ford Mustang) +16.662s;
3 Mike Gardiner/Phil Keen (Ford Falcon Sprint); 4 Rob
Hall/Ben Hall (Ford Falcon); 5 Gavin Henderson/Rory
Henderson (Ford Lotus Cortina); 6 Roger Wills/Chris
Panayiotou (Mercury Comet Cyclone). FL: Voyazides/
Hadfield 2m 31.117s (86.69mph). PP: Voyazides/Hadfield
2m 30.532s (87.03mph). CW: Voyazides/Hadfield,
Henderson/Henderson, Desmond Smail/Rob Huff (Austin
Mini Cooper S). S: 46.
Race two: 1 Voyazides/Hadfield 8 laps in 20m 18.312s
(85.78mph); 2 Mann +16.324s; 3 Wills/Panayiotou; 4 Bill
Shepherd (Ford Galaxie); 5 Hall/Hall; 6 Michael Steele/
Roger Buxton. FL: Voyazides/Hadfield 2m 31.199s
(86.65mph). PP: Voyazides/Hadfield. CW: Voyazides/Hadfield,
Nick Swift (Mini Cooper S), Henderson/Henderson. S: 48.

Super Touring Car Trophy: 1 Frank Wrathall
(Vauxhall Cavalier) 9 laps in 20m 38.250s (94.98mph); 2
Tim Harvey (Ford Sierra RS500 Cosworth) +23.699s; 3
Craig Davies (Ford RS500); 4 Simon Garrad (Ford RS500);
5 Keith Butcher (Nissan Primera GT); 6 Jan Bot (BMW E30
M3). FL: Stewart Whyte (Honda Accord) 2m 14.668s
(97.28mph). PP: Patrick Watts (Peugeot 406) 2m 14.271s
(97.57mph). CW: Wrathall, Harvey, Butcher, Bot, Ric Wood
(Ford Capri), Max Goff (BMW E30 M3), Andy Woods-Dean
(Honda Civic Type-R). S: 27. Race two: 1 Wrathall 8 laps
in 18m 07.934s (96.06mph); 2 Whyte +6.214s; 3 Davies; 4
Dave Jarman (Nissan Primera ST); 5 Neil Smith (Alfa
Romeo 156 S2000); 6 Alvin Powell (Ford Mondeo). FL:
Wrathall, Whyte, Davies, Wood, Steve Dymoke, Nick Swift
(MG Metro Turbo). S: 24.

Peter Gethin Trophy for Formula 5000 and Formnula
Two Cars: 1 Michael Lyons (Lola T400) 11 laps in 21m
53.321s (109.50mph); 2 Lee Dwyer (March 782) +31.773s;
3 Neil Glover (Lola T330/332); 4 Paul Campfield (Chevron
B34); 5 Philip Gladman (Chevron B34D); 6 Mark Dwyer
(March 742). FL: Lyons 1m 57.663s (111.34mph). PP: Lyons
1m 55.575s (113.35mph). CW: Lyons, Gladman, M. Dwyer,
Paul Drayson (March 712). S: 26. Race two: 1 Lyons 11
laps in 21m 49.683s (109.80mph); 2 L. Dwyer +35.888s; 3
M. Dwyer; 4 Jamie Brashaw (March 782); 5 Campfield; 6
Drayson. FL: Lyons 1m 57.760 (111.25mph). PP: Lyons. CW:
Lyons, M. Dwyer, Drayson, Matthew Dunne (March 80A),
Adam Simmonds (Lola T142). S: 23.

Jim Clark Trophy for HGPCA Pre ’66 Grand Prix Cars:
1 Jason Minshaw (Brabham BT4) 4 laps in 9m 26.490s
(91.97mph); 2 Jonathon Hughes (Cooper T53) +0.777s; 3

Peter Horsman (Lotus 18/21 P1); 4 John Harper (Brabham
BT4); 5 Nick Fennell (Lotus 25 R5); 6 Andy Middlehurst
(Lotus 25 R4). FL: Horsman 2m 20.002s (93.58mph). PP:
Minshaw 2m 20.492s (93.25mph). CW: Minshaw, Hughes,
Fennell, Andrew Smith (Cooper T43), Alex Morton (Lotus 21
952), Eddie McGuire (Lotus 16 362). S: 40. Race two: 1
Minshaw 9 laps in 21m 05.943s (92.90mph); 2 Miles
Griffiths (Cooper T51) +17.810s; 3 Hughes; 4 Horsman; 5
John Harper (Brabham BT4); 6 Middlehurst. FL: Minshaw
2m 18.678s (94.47mph). PP: Minshaw. CW: Minshaw,
Griffiths, Middlehurst, Smith, Bussey. S; 36.

Froilan Gonzalez Trophy for HGPCA Pre ’61 Grand
Prix Cars: 1 Julian Bronson (Scarab Offenhauser) 9 laps
in 22m 29.933s (87.12mph); 2 Tony Smith (Ferrari 246 Dino
0007) +15.086s; 3 Tony Wood (Maserati TecMec); 4
Michael Steele (Connaught C type C8); 5 Fred Harper
(Kurtis 500); 6 Rod Jolley (Lister Jaguar Monanapolis). FL:
Philip Walker 2m 27.048s (89.09mph). PP: Wood 2m
26.429s (89.47mph). CW: Bronson, Harper, Nick Finburgh
(Cooper-Bristol MK1 8/52), Allan Miles (Maserati 250F
CM7), Michael Gans (ERA R1B), John Bussey (Cooper
T43), Steve Jewell (Bugatti T35B), Richard Pilkington
(Talbot T26). S: 35. Race two: 1 Bronson 9 laps in 22m
14.858s (88.10mph); 2 Wood +1.487s; 3 Jolley; 4 Harper;
6 Steele. FL: Bronson 2m 26.477s (89.44mph). PP:
Bronson. CW: Bronson, Jolley, Miles, Bussey, Alberto Scuro
(Cooper-Bristol MK2 4/53), Wolfgang Friedrichs (Aston
Martin DBR4), Brian Maile (Cooper T41), Pilkington. S: 29.

FIA Masters Historic Sports Cars Championship: 1
Leo Voyazides/Simon Hadfield (Lola Mk3b) 22 laps in 50m
04.095s (95.84mph); 2 Steve Tandy (Lola T70 Mk3b)
+33.924s; 3 Carlos Monteverde/Gary Pearson (Porsche

917); 4 Oliver Bryant (Lola T70 Mk3); 5 Sandy Watson/
Martin O’Connell (Chevron B19); 6 Manfredo Rossi Di
Montelera (Abarth Osella PA1). FL: Voyazides/Hadfield 2m
09.911s (97.09mph). PP: Grant Tromans/Martin Stretton
(Lola T70 MK3b) 2m 07.624s (102.65mph) CW: Voyazides/
Hadfield, Watson/O’Connell, Samuel Carrington-Yates/David
Carrington-Yates (Chevron B16), Chris Jolly/Steve Farthing,
Georg Kjallgren/James Littlejohn, Mark Bates (Porsche 911
RSR), Chris Rea (Elva Mk VIIS). S: 50. Race two:

Classic Group C: 1 Nicolas Minassian (Jaguar XJR-14) 21
laps in 43m 15.344s (105.89mph); 2 Gareth Evans
(Mercedes C11) +1m 48.191s; 3 Steve Tandy (Nissan
R90CK); 4 Aaron Scott (Spice SE86); 5 Adrian Watt (Spice
SE89); 6 David Mercer (Spice SE90). FL: Minassian 1m
46.712s (122.77mph). PP: Minassian 1m 46.428s
(123.10mph). CW: Minassian, Evans, Scott. S: 20.

FIA Masters for Historic Formula One Cars:
1 Michael Lyons (RAM Williams FW07) 11 laps in
21m 20.387s (112.31mph); Joaquin Folch (Brabham
BT49C) +20.534s; 3 Christophe D’Ansembourg (Williams
FW07C); 4 Richard Meins (Williams FW07D); 5 Manfredo
Rossi di Montelera (Brabham BT42); 6 Ian Simmonds
(Tyrell 012). FL: Lyons 1m 53.861s (115.06mph). PP: Lyons
1m 53.786s (115.14mph). CW: Lyons, Rossi di Montelera,
Simmonds, Patrick D’Aubreby (Tyrell 012), Gary Culver
(Tyrell 012), Roger Wills (March 701). S: 33. Race two: 1
Lyons 10 laps in 20m 37.981s (101.22mph); 2 Folch
+25.462s; 3 Steve Hartley (Arrows A4); 4 Rossi di
Montelera; 5 D’Ansembourg; 6 Simon Fish (Ensign N180).
FL: Lyons 1m 53.993s (114.93mph). PP: Lyons. CW: Lyons,
Rossi di Montelera, D’Aubreby, Rob Garofall (Shadow DN9-
A), Katsu Kubota (Lotus 72), Culver. S: 33.

Whatshouldhavebeena
stunninghour-longpre ’66
GTraceineveningsunshine
onSaturdayturnedintoa
soakingwet45-minute
affair ingatheringgloomas
heavyrainfell.

Butthatdidn’tdampenthe
spiritsof brothersJohnand
GaryPearsonwhotoppeda
fieldof qualityandquantityin
John’sJaguarE-type.

However,eventwosuch
accomplishedracersenjoyeda
sizeablesliceof goodfortuneas
pitstops,safetycarsandterribly
slowbackmarkersinfluenced
thefinalresultinaracethat
ranitsfirsttwolapsbehind
thesafetycar.

Thequalifyingpace-setting
TVRsof theMcInerneyfamily
andMikeWhitakerstruggledin
theconditions.Meanwhile,
GraemeDoddslicedintothe
leadoncethepackwasreleased,
drivingbeautifullyinMartin
Melling’sE-type.BehindDodd,a
mightypackbattledforsecond
asWhitakerfoughttofendoff
LeoVoyazides(ACCobra),John
Pearson,SeanMcInerneyand
MartinO’Connell(E-type).

Thedefiningmomentcame
whenthesafetycarwas
scrambledtowardstheendof
lapsixtodealwithseveralcars
off atBecketts.Pearsonreacted

NicMinassian thrilled fans in theglorious1991 JaguarXJR-14

Wrathall makes it a double top for Vauxhall
TimHarveyrolledbacktheyears
byblastingintotheleadof the
firstSuperTouringraceinhis
Labatt’s-liveriedFordSierra
RS500,butitwasacurrentstar
whoultimatelyprevailed.

Harveyshotbyslow-starting
polesitterPatrickWattstohead
alltheSuperTourersearlyon.
The1992championwasthen
givenabreatherwhenWatts,
rightbehindinhisPeugeot406,
crashedatCopseonlaptwowith
coldreartyres. TheturboFord
soonstartedoverheatingandfell
preytotheS2000AlfaRomeoof
NeilSmith,StewartWhyte’s
HondaAccordandtheVauxhall
Cavalierof FrankWrathall.

WhytedivedbySmithforthe

leadatBrooklandsonthe
penultimatelap,butwhenSmith
triedtoreturnthefavouratthe
sameplaceonthefinaltour,
contactwasmade.Both
continued,onlyforWhyteto
throwhischancesawayat
Beckettswithaspin.Smithheld
off Wrathalltocrossthelinefirst,
onlytobeexcludedforhispartin
theBrooklandsincident.

Harveythustooksecondbehind
Wrathall,asRS500sfinishedtwo-
three-four,buthisenginehad
criedenough.“Blessit,”said
Harvey.“It’sasitwasintheday
anditwasoverheatingveryearly
on.”LikeWatts’406,thecar
wouldn’tbeseeninracetwo.

PolemanWrathallheldoff

Set-upworkhelpedWrathall toaracetwovictoryontheroad

SimonGarrad’searlyRS500
attackonSundayandquickly
builtafive-secondleadwhile
Whytetorethrewthepack.Once
intosecondtheHondastarted
edgingtowardstheCavalier,but
Wrathallwasabletorespondand
crossedtheline6.2sahead.

“Yesterdayweweren’tquick
enoughandthirdwaswhatwe
deserved,”admittedWrathall.
“Wemadesomechanges

overnightandfoundsometime.
ThiswasatruewinandIdidn’t
makeamistake.”

RaceoneretireeDaveJarman
(NissanPrimera)andSmith–
despiteaspin–workedtheir
waythroughthefield,butran
outof lapstopreventGarrad
completingthepodium.Jarman
securedfourthbypassingSmith
onthefinaltour.

RobertKellow

quicklyanddivedintothepits
forthedriverchange.Alaplater
justaboutthewholefieldpitted,
butGaryPearsonwasnowat
theheadof thesafetycarqueue.
Behindhimwasthetardy
MGBof PaulLatimer/Johan
Denekampwhichnevercaught
upwiththesafetycarand
bottledtherestof thefieldup,15
secondadriftof Pearson.

Whenreleased,thepackhad

justfourlapstorun.Pearson
wasabletomaintainhis
advantageaseventhetalentof
SimonHadfieldintheVoyazides
Cobra,couldnotmakeupforthe
MGB-inducedpenalty.

PearsonandHadfieldhadhalf
aminuteovereveryoneelseand
itwasaninspiredperformance
byEdMorristhatclaimedthe
finalpodiumpositionwhenhe
wrestledhisLotusElanahead

of theCobrasof LudovicCaron
andOliBryant.TheDoddE-type
paidforstayingouttoolong,
thoughJasonMinshawthen
tookitfrom24thtosixthinfour.

Starperformancescamefrom
lesspowerfulcars:KeithAhlers
andBillyBellingerfinished
seventhintheirMorganPlus4
SLRandbothNigelGreensall
andJohnYoungdriftedtwo-litre
Porsche911sintothetopten.

Photo: Steve Jones
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BRANDS HATCH:MSVR BY BRIAN PHILLIPS JULY 27/28

INSIDELINE
Fridaynight’sweather forecast
wouldhavemadeNoahworry
aboutgetting theark finished in
time,but in factBrandsescaped
withonlyashowerwhichdelayed
Saturday’sF3Cup race fora tyre
change.Whenthe racestarted
thesunshoneandthe track
wasdrying.TristanCliffe,Louis
Hamilton-SmithandAlicePowell
circulated togetherwithout
changingplacesandared flag
broughtanearlyhaltwithacar
offatSurtees.

AlexCraven leapfrogged
Powell into thirdwithavery
promptgetawayonSunday.
Cliffecompletedawinning
double,passingHamilton-Smith
on lap threeandheading into
thedistance.

JoshBarnettcelebratedhis
return to the trackwitha
comfortableChampionof
Brandsvictory.NoelDunnehad
a lonely run tosecondplaceand
GaiusGhinnwas third.After
threateningGhinn,MikeGardner
lost twoplaceson the final lap.

SixSPEEDEuroseriescars
didn’t justifyasingleone-hour
race,nevermind the twoprovided
by theweekend’sprogramme.
TomBradshaw,sharingwithDan
Gibson,droveclear in raceone
afterpassing theJulienSchell/
NikiLeutwilercar.

Bradshawtook theopening
stint in race twoandpulverised
theopposition,enablingGibson
tocruisegently towards the
flag.Thatwas the theory,but
confusion reignedwhenthe
leaderstoppedashisalternator
failedonwhatwouldhavebeen
his last lap.Schell/Leutwiler
werewavedoff the trackafter
completing thesame lap,so the
orderdidnotchange.

HenryCurtiscomfortablybeata
40-plusTrackdayTrophy field in
hisPeugeot,buta latecaution
periodclosedupthenext four
cars.PerryWinch took full
advantage,snatchingsecond in
hisClioon the last lap.The
ChristopherHoey/Darren
LangeveldClio, victimofawild
overtakingattemptearlyon,
moveduptheorder to take third.

AntonySidney-Wollettand
DarrenGoes took turns leading
the firsthalfof theTeamTrophy
racebut theCaterhamhadthe
bestof thepit stopsandSidney-
Wollett’sco-driver JJO’Malley
drovenearly30sclear.Goesand
hisLeonwere left to fendoff the
RichardPreece/JamesReed
GinettaG20forsecond.

RESULTS

FITTIPALDI FOLLOWS INSOME
ILLUSTRIOUSWHEELTRACKS

1 Pietro Fittipaldi (MGR Motorsport) 14 laps
in 20m 39.378s (98.95mph); 2 Seb Morris
(Hillspeed) +2.133s; 3 Charlie Robertson (HHC
Motorsport); 4 Jake Hughes (Lanan Racing); 5
Jack Barlow (Sean Walkinshaw Racing); 6 Jake
Dalton (MGR Motorsport); 7 Matthew Graham
(Sean Walkinshaw Racing); 8 Raoul Hyman (HHC
Motorsports); 9 Ross Gunn (Motionsport); 10 Matt
Bell (Matt R Bell Racing Team). Fastest lap:
Hughes 1m 26.785s (100.93mph). Pole position:
Hughes 1m 26.745s (100.98mph). Starters: 21.

Race two: 1 Graham 14 laps in 20m 42.050s
(98.73mph); 2 Barlow +2.365s; 3 Hyman;
4 Hughes; 5 Dalton; 6 Morris; 7 Gunn;
8 Fittipaldi; 9 Struan Moore (Hillspeed); 10 Diego
Menchaca (MGR Motorsport). FL: Dalton 1m
27.083s (100.59mph). PP: Hyman 1m 27.662s
(99.86mph). S: 21.

Race three: 1 Hughes 14 laps in 20m 47.112s
(98.33mph); 2 Menchaca +1.910s; 3 Graham; 4
Morris; 5 Fletcher; 6 Barlow; 7 Gustavo Lima
(HHC Motorsport); 8 Luke Williams (Chris Dittman
Racing); 9 James Greenway (Frank T Greenway
Racing); 10 Hyman. FL: Fittipaldi 1m 27.785s
(99.78mph). PP: Hughes 1m 26.745s
(100.98mph). S: 21.

RACEDATA

Photo: Gary Hawkins

MSA British Endurance Championship
1 Lawrence Tomlinson/Mike Simpson (Ginetta G55 GT3) 106
laps in 2h 49m 55.029s (91.07mph); 2 Tom Onslow-Cole/Paul
White/John Gaw (Aston Martin Vantage GT3) +1m 03.382s; 3
Lee Mowle/Joe Osborne (BMW Z4 GT3); 4 Javier Morcillo/
Manuel Cintrano (Mosler MT900R); 5 Anthony Mott/Peter Cook
(Audi R8 LMS); 6 Ian Loggie/Chris Jones (Porsche 997 GT3);
7 Jacques Duyver/Charlie Hollings (Ferrari 458 Challenge);
8 David Ashburn/Jon Minshaw (Porsche 997 GT3); 9 James
and Tom Webb (BMW M3 GTR); 10 Flick Haigh/Ryan
Ratcliffe (Ginetta G55). FL: Paul Bailey/Andy Schulz (Aston
Martin Vantage GT3) 1m 26.118s (101.71mph). PP: White/
Onslow-Cole/Gaw 1m 26.697s (101.03mph). CW: Tomlinson/
Simpson, Morcillo/Cintrano, Mott/Cook, Duyver/Hollings, Webb/
Webb. S: 18.

Formula 3 Cup
1 Tristan Cliffe (Dallara F307) 8 laps in 15m 03.965s
(77.52mph); 2 Louis Hamilton-Smith (Dallara F304) +0.727s; 3
Alice Powell (Dallara F307); 4 Alex Craven (Dallara F307); 5
Robbie Watts (Dallara F306); 6 Stuart Wiltshire (Dallara F307);
7 Mark Harrison (Dallara F306); 8 Dave Karaskas (Dallara
F301); 9 James Cross (Dallara F302). FL: Cliffe 1m 35.667s
(91.56mph). PP: Cliffe 1m 22.434s (106.26mph). CW: Cliffe,
Karaskas. S: 17.

Race two: 1 Cliffe 15 laps in 21m 01.361s (104.17mph); 2
Hamilton-Smith +13.306s; 3 Craven; 4 Powell; 5 Chart; 6 Chris
Headlam (Dallara F302); 7 Cross; 8 Watts; 9 Harrison; 10
Karaskas. FL: Cliffe 1m 22.586s (106.06mph). PP: Cliffe 1m
35.038s (92.34mph). CW: Cliffe, Karaskas. S: 16.

Champion of Brands FF1600
1 Josh Barnett (Van Diemen BR001) 10 laps in 16m 24.951s
(88.93mph); 2 Noel Dunne (Ray GR13) +5.955s; 3 Gaius Ghinn
(Van DIemen RF00); 4 Klaus Dieter-Hackel (Van Diemen
RF88); 5 Adam Quartermaine (Van Diemen RF99); 6 Mike
Gardner (Van Diemen RF80); 7 Nathan Ward (Swift SC95);
8 Carl Hemming (Ray GR08); 9 Peter Sikstrom (Van
Diemen RF79); 10 Mark de Rozarieux (Swift SC95).
FL: Barnett 1m 37.503s (89.84mph). PP: Barnett 1m 37.025s
(90.28mph). S: 13.

SPEED Euroseries
1 Dan Gibson/Tom Bradshaw (Gibson CN2012) 39 laps in 1h
00m 35.501s (93.97mph); 2 Julien Schell/Niki Leutwiler (Ligier
JS53) +10.236s; 3 Alex Champkin/Roman Krumins (Tiga
CN2012); 4 Mike Newton/Alan Bonner (Tiga CN2012);
5 Richard Fearns (Radical SR8); no other finishers. FL:
Bradshaw 1m 26.538s (101.22mph). PP: Gibson/Bradshaw 1m
25.443s (102.52mph). CW: Gibson/Bradshaw, Schell/Leutwiler,
Fearns. S: 6.

Race two: 1 Gibson/Bradshaw 39 laps in 59m 16.493s
(96.05mph); 2 Schell/Leutwiler +1m 21.811s; 3 Jean-Lou
Rihon/Jonathan Coleman (Ligier JS53); 4 Fearns;
5 Newton/Bonner; 6 Champkin/Krumins; no other starters.
FL: Bradshaw 1m 26.212s (101.60mph). PP: Gibson/Bradshaw
1m 25.560s (102.39mph). CW: Gibson/Bradshaw, Schell/
Leutwiler, Fearns. S: 6.

MSVT Trackday Trophy
1 Henry Curtis (Peugeot 205) 23 laps in 45m 21.319s
(74.03mph); 2 Perry Winch (Renault Clio) +19.1547s; 3
Christopher Hoey/Darren Langeveld (Renault Clio 172 Cup); 4
Simon Hogg/George Wright (Porsche 944 S2); 5 Andy Wilkins/
John Hamilton (Renault Clio Cup); 6 Ray Honeybone (Renault
Clio); 7 Mark Penny (Vauxhall VX220); 8 Leon Bidgway/Andy
Chapman (Toyota MR2 Turbo); 9 Geoff Conner (Renault Clio);
10 Martin and Wendy Mortimer (Mini Cooper S). FL: Alan
Henderson/Dan Jude (Lotus Elise) 1m 46.410s (82.32mph).
PP: Henderson/Jude 1m 47.089s (81.79mph). CW: Curtis,
Winch, Hogg/Wright, Tim Gibson/David Meenan (BMW
Compact), Steve Reynolds/John Ridgeon (Ford Fiesta Zetec S).
S: 43.

MSVT Team Trophy
1 Antony Sidney-Woollett/JJ O’Malley (Caterham Supersport)
32 laps in 1h 00m 27.169s (77.28mph); 2 Darren Goes (Seat
Leon Supercopa) +28.149s; 3 Richard Preece/James Reed
(Ginetta G20); 4 Perry Winch/Andy Wilmot (Renault Clio);
5 Stephen Brooks (Seat Leon Supercopa); 6 Ashley Davies
(Renault Clio Cup); 7 Mike Marais/Clint Compaan (Seat Leon
Cupra R); 8 Steve Burke/Mark Gillam (Nissan 350Z); 9 Tom
McHugh (Porsche 944 S2); 10 Andy Wilkins/John Hamilton
(Renault Clio Cup). FL: Sidney-Woollett/O’Malley 1m 44.551s
(83.78mph). PP: Goes 1m 44.708s (83.65mph). CW: Sidney-
Woollett/O’Malley, Davies, McHugh, Richard Evans/Edward
McKean (BMW E36 325 Coupe), Ashley Bird/Edward Platt
(Ginetta G20). S: 42.

The BRDC Formula Four
Championship produced
two more first time
winners on its second visit
of the year to Brands Hatch
and the first outing on the
full Grand Prix layout.

JakeDaltoncametoKentas
thepointsleaderbuthada
disappointingweekendwitha
fifthplaceashisbestresult.

PietroFittipaldibecamethe
ninthdifferentwinnerinan
openingracewhichfeatured
multiplechangesintheclosing
laps.TheBrazilianteenager
celebratedvictory44years
aftergrandfatherEmerson
enjoyedhisfirstEuropean
successontheKenttrack.

PolemanJakeHughes
dominated,leadinguntilhalf a
lapfromtheendwhenahardto
tracefuelpick-uporelectrical

faultcrippledhiscarand
allowedFittipaldi,SebMorris
andCharlieRobertsontopass.
Thiswasaluckypodiumfor
Robertson,whocoveredthe
closingstageswithhiscar
stuckinfifthgear.

MattBellheadedthenext
groupuntilacloutfrombehind
underbrakingforClearways
spunhimthroughthegravel
trapanddowntheorder.Jack
Barlowtookoverfifthplace,
followedbyDalton,Matthew
GrahamandRaoulHyman,
whothusearnedpoleposition
onthepartiallyreversed
secondracegrid.

Overnightset-upchanges
didn’thelpHyman’space.He
waspassedfortheleadby
Grahamonlapfour.Graham
becamethetenthdifferent
winnerthisyear.Hyman

bottledupalltherestuntil
Barlowfoundanopening
headingintothefinallap.
Hughes,Dalton,Morris,Ross
GunnandFittipaldi,whomade
noprogressfromhiseighth
placestart,allqueuedbehind
theSouthAfricanHyman.
Bell’sweekendwentfrombad
toworsewithaheavyshuntout
inthecountry.

Theweekend’sfastestrace
lapearnedpoleforJakeHughes
inthethirdouting,andhe
neverlookedlikebeingbeaten.
Hewonby1.9s,butit looked
impressivenonetheless.

DiegoMenchacawas
delightedwithhisfirstpodium
insecondplace,withaclear
advantageoverGraham.
Morris,JamesFletcher,Barlow
andGustavoLimafollowedina
closelymatchedbunch.

TheBritishEnduranceChampionship’s
halfwayeventattractedafairlymodest
entrybutproducedaracefullof incident.
LawrenceTomlinsontooktimeoff from
hisdayjobrunningGinettatosteerone
of hisowncreationstovictory,supported
byMikeSimpson.

Boostedbyteamsseekingexperienceof
theGPloopbeforetheupcomingflagship
BritishGTround,theracehad18starters,
butjusttenof themwereeligiblefor
championshippoints.

TomOnslow-ColetookpoleinaVantage
GT3hewouldsharewithPaulWhiteand
AstonMartinMDJohnGaw,while
Tomlinson’sG55was16thwiththrottle

stickingproblems.Onslow-Colewas
aheaduntilhestoppedonlap47,butthe
actionwassooninterruptedwhenWitt
Gamski’sFerrariandAnthonyReid’s
ChevroncollidedatClarkCurveand
partiallyblockedthetrack.Emergency
vehiclesoccupiedtherestof theroad,
bringingtheracetoatemporarystandstill
behindthesafetycar.Notlongafterthe
resumptionMikeMillardspluttered
intothepitswiththeRapier,whichburst
intoflames.

AsecondcautionperiodwhenRob
Smith’sStragastoppedonthecircuit
broughtarashof pitvisitors,butOnslow-
Colecontinueduntilnearlyhalf distance

beforeallowingtheGinettaintothelead.
ThePaulBailey/AndySchulzAstonwas

astrongtipforvictoryuntilSchulztooka
shortcuttothepitswhenarearwishbone
broke.ThisletJavierMorcillo/Manuel
Cintranoupintofourthplacewiththeir
Moslerastheleadingchampionship
pointsscorers.

Alap85pitstopdroppedtheGinettato
third,butthenSchulzhadhisproblems
andtheleadingVantage,Gawatthewheel,
neededasplash-and-dashwhichleftita
minutebehindSimpson.LeeMowleand
JoeOsbornebroughttheirZ4intothird,
andAnthonyMott/PeterCookhadagood
firstraceinanAudiR8,takingfifthplace.

Ginetta boss Tomlinson and Simpson vanquish the rapid Vantage

ANDTHE
WINNERS ARE...

Frank
Wrathall
SuperTouring
Trophy

Tristan
Cliffe
MSV F3
Cup

Henry
Curtis
Trackday
Trophy

Tomlinson/
Simpson
MSA British Endurance
Championship

Josh
Barnett
Champion of
Brands FF1600
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Graham (centre) took his
first win of 2013 in race two
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BRDC
FORMULA 4

lead. the into Ginetta the allowing before

MSA BRITISH
ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HRCA Historics: 1 Jackie Cochrane
(Sunbeam Tiger) 16 laps; 2 David Kelly (Crosslé
9S) +8.089s; 3 Bernard Foley (MGB GT); 4
Mark Russell (Jaguar XJS); 5 Garth Maxwell
(MGB GT); 6 David Moloney (MG Midget). FL:
Cochrane 1m 02.813s (86.654mph). Race
two: 1 Cochrane 15 laps; 2 Kelly +8.352s; 3
Foley; 4 Russell; 5 Maxwell; 6 Moloney. FL:
Cochrane 1m 02.880s (86.562mph).

Irish Touring Car Championship: 1 Erik
Holstein (BMW M3) 16 laps; 2 David O’Brien
(BMW M3) +24.359s; 3 Owain Drought (Honda
Integra); 4 Jason Hughes (Honda Civic); 5
Norman Fawcett (Honda Civic); 6 Ian Radford
(Honda Integra). FL: Holstein 1m 02.067s
(87.696mph).

Ginetta Junior Ireland Championship: 1
John Mulholland 10 laps; 2 Luke Hourihan
+6.678s; 3 Eorann O’Neill; 4 Max Sheane; 5
Charlie Linnane; 6 Jack Finlay. FL: Mulholland

1m 14.001s (73.553mph). Race two: 1 Dylan
Curley 8 laps; 2 Sophie Byrne +4.660s; 3
Mulholland; 5 Sheane.; no other finishers. FL:
Curley 1m 12.192s (75.736mph).

Irish Touring Car Championship: 1 Erik
Holstein (BMW M3) 16 laps; 2 David O’Brien
(BMW M3) +24.359s; 3 Owain Drought (Honda
Integra); 4 Jason Hughes (Honda Civic); 5
Norman Fawcett (Honda Civic); 6 Ian Radford
(Honda Integra). FL: Holstein 1m 02.067s
(87.696mph). Race two: 1 Holstein 15 laps; 2
Drought +35.172s; 3 Fawcett; 4 Radford; 5
Anthony Murtagh (VW Corrado); 6 Mark Keane
(Honda Integra). FL: Holstein 1m 02.004s
(87.785mph).

Roadsports: 1 Jim Larkham (Radical PR06)
16 laps; 2 Mark Campbell (Radical Prosport)
+2.667s; 3 Paul Conn (Crosslé 47S); 4 John
Benson (Crosslé 37S); 5 Alan Davidson (GMS
Honda); 6 Jack Boal (Locost Honda). CW:

Larkham and Davidson. FL: Larkham 1m 01.455s
(88.569mph). Race two: 1 Larkham 16 laps; 2
Campbell +3.378s; 3 Conn; 4 Davidson; 5 Boal;
6 Trevor Allen (Striker Honda). CW: Larkham
and Davidson. FL: Larkham 1m 00.570s
(89.863mph).

Formula Ford 1600: 1 Ivor McCullough (Van
Diemen RF00) 21 laps; 2 Niall Murray (Van
Diemen RF99) +4.538s; 3 Jonny McMullan
(Mondiale M89S); 4 David McCullough (Van
Diemen RF00); 5 Adrian Pollock (Van Diemen
DP08); 6 Neville Smith (Ray GR07).
CW: McCullough, McMullan, Mike Todd
(Mondiale M84S), Ryan Templeton (Crosslé
32F). FL: Kevin O’Hara (Van Diemen DP09) 1m
01.570 (88.404mph).

Formula Sheane: 1 Brian Hearty 16 laps; 2
Robbie Allen +5.889s; 3 Kevin Sheane; 4 John
Linnane; 5 Richard Kearney; 6 Jennifer Mullan.
FL: Hearty 1m 01.110s (89.059mph).

KMSC Alfa Scozia Classics: 1 Tommy Gilmartin
(Morgan +8) 12 laps in 12m 14.227s (74.80mph);
2 Willy Toye (Triumph TR8) +1.006s; 3 Keiron Ballie
(Ford Escort RS); 4 Richard Merrell (Alfa Romeo
Giulia GT); 5 Steve Uphill (Ford Fiesta); 6 Grant
Allan (Lotus 7 S4); no other finishers. FL: Gilmartin
59.266s (77.22mph). PP: Toye 59.670s (76.70mph).
S: 8. Race two: 1 Toye 12 laps in 13m 08.883s
(69.62mph); 2 Ballie +0.455s; 3 Merrell; 4 Uphill; no
other finishers. FL: Toye 1m 03.215s (72.39mph).
PP: Gilmartin. S: 4. Anticlockwise: 1 Jimmy Crow
(Ford Escort) 12 laps in 15m 02.760s (60.83mph);
2 Merrell +29.822s; 3 Uphill; 4 Allan; 5 Toye;
6 Baillie. FL: Crow 1m 11.903s (63.65mph). PP:
Crow 1m 12.839s (62.83mph). S: 6. Race two:
1 Crow 10 laps in 11m 56.761s (63.852mph); 2 Toye
+0.768s; 3 Baillie; 4 Allan; 5 Uphill; 6 Merrell. FL:
Crow 1m 08.208s (67.099mph). PP: Crow. S: 6.

KMSC Modified and Open Saloons and Sports:
1 Roddy Patterson (Caterham) 12 laps in 11m
51.539s (77.185mph); 2 Bill Henderson (Radical)

+1.160s; 3 Peter Cruickshank (Fiesta ST); 4 Aiden
Moffat (Mini Cooper); 5 Tim Sleigh (Mini Cooper);
6 Craig Noble (Mini Cooper); 7 Fiona Wallace (Mini
Cooper); 8 Guy Johnston (Mini Cooper); 9 Duncan
Langton (Fiesta XR2); 10 Barry Holmes (Fiesta
XR2). FL: Henderson 53.455s (85.617mph). PP:
Patterson 54.901s (82.362mph). S: 11. Race two:
1 Charlie Shaw (Ford Focus) 12 laps in 11m 01.015s
(83.084mph); 2 Patterson +4.559s; 3 Henderson;
4 Cruickshank; 5 Moffat; 6 Langton; 7 Sleigh; 8
Wallace; 9 Noble; 10 Johnstone. FL: Shaw 51.462s
(88.933mph). PP: Patterson. S 11. Anticlockwise:
1 Moffat 10 laps in 11m 45.640s (64.859mph);
2 Sleigh +1.717s; 3 Johnstone; 4 Noble; 5 Langton;
6 Holmes; 7 Wallace; 8 Shaw; no other finishers.
FL: Shaw 1m 02.310s (73.45mph). PP: Shaw
1m 04.722s (70.713mph). S: 8.
Race two: 1 Moffat 10 laps in 11m 26.979s
(67.740mph); 2 Sleigh +0.030s; 3 Noble; 4
Johnstone; 5 Langton; 6 Holmes; 7 Wallace; no
other finishers. FL: Noble 1m 06.318s (69.011mph).
PP: Moffat. S: 7.JimLarkhamtooktheRoadsportshonoursbothtimes

Photo: Roy Dempster
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RACING RESULTS ROUND-UP

ERC: ROMANIA REPORT

NEW BLUEBIRD CHASSIS SET FOR FORMULA E BATTLE

SNETTERTON:MSVR BY LEWIS BEALES JULY 27

Endurance racing is all about strategy and
taking two left-side tyres when Bradley Smith
exchanged with Lewis Plato allowed the
former to eat into James Abbott’s advantage
in the extended Radical feature race.

“We made up 18 seconds by not changing
tyres but it wasn’t enough,” reflected Radical
marque boss Phil Abbott, his son’s engineer
for the day.

The race started with an optimistic Marcel
Marateotto trying to make up places at the
opening corner only to fall to the back of
the grid, which left Peter Bamford to lead in
a similar SR8.

However, an engine problem meant the
early leader slipped down the order which
promoted single-seater ace Jake Dennis,
in his first sportscar race, to the lead. The
newcomer was quickly demoted by Plato
and the recovering Marateotto.

Bamford was the first to head for the pits
but the team couldn’t cure the problem.

Marateotto was next in to swap with Paul
Thomas, who received a drive-through
penalty for a refuelling infringement (as did
frontrunner Rob Wheldon).

In the second hour Plato led Dennis and
Abbott with the leader first to exchange with
Smith while Ian Forsyth couldn’t maintain his
team-mate Dennis’ pace and slipped down
the order.

Abbott emerged from his stop with an
advantage but was powerless to halt the
rapid Smith’s advances.

Alex Kapadia, in for Tom Jordan, was
heading for third until a pit stop to top up the
coolant was required, which allowed Tom
Ashton, having exchanged with Peter
Belshaw, to completed the podium. A late

-RESULTS
Photo: Ollie Read

Radical feature race
1 Bradley Smith/Lewis Plato
(SR3) 63 laps in 2h 00m 04.184s
(93.46mph); 2 James Abbott
(SR3) +12.978s; 3 Peter Belshaw/
Tom Ashton (SR3); 4 Aaron
Baliey/Rob Wheldon (SR3); 5 Iain
Forsyth/Jake Dennis (SR3); 6
Marcel Marateotto/Paul Thomas
(SR8); 7 Tom Jordan/Alex
Kapadia (SR3); 8 Roger Green/
Martin Short (RXC); 9 Rob
Almond/Stuart Moseley (SR1);
10 Colin Noble Jr (SR3). Fastest
lap: Oli Hancock (SR8) 1m
48.091s (98.88mph); Pole
position: Peter Bamford (SR8) 1m
49.424s (97.67mph). Class
winners: Marateotto/Thomas,
Green/Short and Almond/Moseley.
Starters: 13.

Summer Vee
1 Ben Miloudi (Ray Bowles) 9 laps
in 20m 12.539s (79.33mph); 2
Daniel Burton (AHS Challenger)
+10.607s; 3 Peter Andrews
(Sheane); 4 Sam Engineer
(Sheane Mk3); 5 Antony Mitchell
(Ray Bowles); 6 Chris Wilsher
(Sheane W4B); 7 Dave Harridge
(Maverick); no other finishers. FL:
Miloudi 2m 12.314s (80.77mph).
PP: Miloudi 2m 13.957s
(79.78mph). S: 8.
Race two: 1 Miloudi 9 laps in
20m 20.764s (78.79mph); 2 Tim
Probert (Storm) +20.767s; 3
Andrews; 4 Engineer; 5 Mitchell;
6 Wilshire: no other finishers. FL:
Probert 2m 12.417s (80.71mph).
PP: Miloudi. S: 8.

Summer Sports Car
1 Marcus Bicknell (Mallock Mk
35EB) 10 laps in 20m 30.510s
(86.85mph); 2 Kevin Williams
(Caterham R400) +4.295s; 3

Anthony Bennett (Caterham
R300); 4 Gerry Fincham
(Caterham R400); 5 Clive Young
(Crossle 9S); 6 Simon Oakley
(Lotus Elise); 7 Graeme Foley
(Lotus Elise); 8 Stephen Mansell
(Caterham 7); 9 Eamonn
Ledwidge (Crosslé 9S); 10 David
Strike (MGB GT). FL: Bicknell 1m
58.633s (90.09mph). PP: Bennett
2m 01.697s (87.82mph). CW:
Williams, Young, Oakley, Strike
and John Davies (Mazda MX-5).
S: 13.
Race two: 1 Bicknell 10 laps in
20m 39.977s (86.19mph);
2 Williams +9.402s; 3 Bennett;
4 Fincham; 5 Steve Everson
(Mallock Mk 28EB); 6 Young;
7 Foley; 8 Oakley; 9 Mansell;
10 Ledwidge. FL: Bicknell 2m
00.113s (88.98mph). PP: Bicknell.
CW: Williams, Young, Foley, Strike
and Davies. S: 12.

Summer Saloon Car
1 Karl Cattliff (BMW M3) 9 laps
in 20m 16.603s (79.06mph); 2
Ross Makar (MG ZR) + 30.764s;
3 Eliot Dunmore (BMW 3231);
4 Darren Stamp (BMW E30);
5 Bryan Bransom (BMW E36
Evo); 6 Andy Joss (Renault Clio
172); 7 Andy Warnes (VW Golf);
8 Susanna Kenniston (VW
Corrado): no other finisher. FL:
Cattliff 2m 13.602s (79.99mph).
PP: Cattliff 2m 12.782s
(80.49mph). CW: Makar. S: 9.
Race two: 1 Cattliff 9 laps in
20m 28.531s (78.29mph);
2 Julian Newman (BMW M5)
+5.427s; 3 Makar; 4 Branson;
5 Dunmore; 6 Stamp; 7 Joss;
8 Warnes; 9 Kenniston; no other
starters. FL: Newman 2m 14.212s
(79.63mph). PP: Cattliff. CW:
Makar. S: 9.

Jan Kopecký took another
step towards his first
FIA European Rally
Championship title
thanks to a clear victory
in Transylvania.

TheworksSkodadrivercapitalised
onCraigBreen’sabsencetopull
furtheraheadof theIrishmaninthe
championshiptusslewithhisfourth
winfromfivestarts.

OnaneventthattheCzechlikenedto
theDakarRallyduetothepunishing
rockyroadsandthehightemperatures,
the31-year-oldonceagainunderlinedhis
emergenceongravelandthecompetitive
edge–andstrength–of hisfactoryFabia
Super2000overitsrivals.However,there
wasaperiodonFridayafternoonwhen
thatwasn’tquitethecase.

LikeBryanBouffier,Kopecký–who
optedtorunfirstontheroadtocounter
thethreatof dustonlegone’sall-gravel
nightstage–hadbeenunabletomatch
FrançoisDelecourthroughthe4.29-mile
descentof Dobârca.

The50-year-old,competinginSibiu
forthethirdtime(Kopecký’sonly
previousvisittoRomaniahadbeenon
holidayasachild),madethemostof
startingthirdtogo0.2squickerthan
KopeckýwithBouffier3.0soff thepace

compoundtyreshe’dselectedforthe
precedingall-asphaltrun,theSkodaman
wouldn’tloseanotherstage.Delecour
settledforsecond,mindfulof securing
thedoubleRomanianchampionship
pointsonoffer,especiallyafterashock
absorberfailurecausedapunctureon
Saturdaymorning.

ToshiAraibattledillnesswiththird
onhisfirstERCoutingof 2013,having
startedthedaytrailinglocalsDan

GirtofanandEdwinKeleti,whoretired
whentheircarsbroke.

Kopecký’shomeroundisnext,while
Breen’snotduebackuntilRallyPolandin
mid-September.ThePeugeotmaninsists
winningthetitleisnothispriority:he
mightbedisappointedif itwas.
Results
1 Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (Skoda Fabia 2000) 2h 18m 07.8s;
2 François Delecour/Dominique Savignoni (Peugeot 207 S2000)
+3m 12.8s; 3 Toshi Arai/Anthony McLoughlin (Subaru Impreza

R4 STI) +6m 03.6s; 4 Marco Tempestini/Lucio Baggio (Fabia
S2000) +7m 33.1s; 5 Dávid Botka/Péter Mihalik (Mitsubishi
Lancer E9 R4) +7m 48.3s; 6 Vali Porcisteanu/Dan Dobre (Lancer
E10) +8m 39.8s; 7 Jaroslav Orsák/Lukáš Kostka (Lancer E9 R4)
+9m 15.6s; 8 János Puskádi/Barna Gódor (Fabia S2000) +9m
59.4s; 9 Antonín Tlust’ák/Jan Škaloud (Fabia S2000) +11m
39.1s; 10 Sebastian Barbu/Horatiu Baltador (Citroën DS3 R3T)
+18m 33.0s. ERC Production Car Cup: Arai/McLoughlin; ERC
2WD Championship: Barbu/Baltador; ERC Ladies’ Trophy:
Molly Taylor (DS3 R3T). Points: 1 Kopecký 185; 2 Craig Breen
114; 3 Bryan Bouffier 99; 4 Delecour 75; 5 Jari Ketomaa 39;
6 Freddy Loix 37; etc. Next round: Barum Czech Rally Zlín,
August 30-September 1.

andvowingtoimprovehispaceaboard
hisPeugeot207S2000.

Bouffierdidjustthatwiththefastest
timethroughtheboulder-linedCrint
climbasKopecký’schallengedbriefly
unravelled.“Afterfourmilesthe
powersteeeringstartedtoworkvery
limitedly,”Kopeckýexplained.“Then
threemilesfromthefinishitwasn’t
workingatall.”

Thechampionshipleaderhaddropped
13.7stonewleaderBouffier.Delecour
admittedheslowedinseveralplaces
tolessenthepuncturerisk.Butwitha
servicehaltinSibiuupnext,salvation
wasathandforKopecký.

“Inevergaveup,Ijusthadtobelieve
theboyswouldfixitinservice,”hesaid.
“Whenyougiveupit’sfinishedbutwhen
youstillhaveachanceyoucanstillwin.”

Thefight-backwasinstantwiththe
fastesttimeby0.9sthroughtherepeatof
Dobârcaputtinghim10.0soff Bouffier,
albeitstill inthirdbehindDelecour.

Butthirdwouldbecomefirstbythetime
theCzechhadreachedthefinishof the
secondCrintstage,whereBouffierand
Delecourbothhittrouble.

Bouffierwaslessthanfourmilesinto
the17-milerwhenhischallengeimploded
alongwithseveralbitsof hisPeugeot
afterasuspensiontopmountgaveway.

“Thedamperwasbrokenandthetravel
of mysuspensionwastoobigandthena
driveshaftbrokeandputaholeinthe
engineandwelosttheoil,”saidthe
Frenchman,whowasoutonthespot.

Andthechancesof aFrenchwinin
Romaniasufferedafurthersetbackwhen
Delecourreachedthestagefinishwith
hisPeugeot’sengineoverheating,the
resultof awaterleak.

Hewasonlyabletomakeitbackto
service,albeit23.3sbehindKopecký,by
depletinghissupplyof drinkingwater
totopupthelostfluid.

Apartfromtheday-closinggraveltest,
whichKopeckýtackledonthehard-

Kopecký extended his
points lead in the ERC

Delecour settled in second spot

Skodamanovercomessteeringproblemstotakevictory

KOPECKYTAKESTHE
RIGHTDIRECTION

Smith and Plato fought
back to top Radical field

SMITHANDPLATOPREVAIL

charge by Wheldon took him past Forsyth
for fourth.

There was little to choose between Ben
Miloudi and Tim Probert in the opening
Formula Vee event with the pair swapping
the lead until the latter parked on the final lap
with smoke pouring from his engine.

Having replaced the dip stick prior to
race two, Probert quickly moved onto the
tail of Miloudi and Daniel Burton.

Burton grabbed the lead on lap three but
it only lasted two corners until he was
unseated. Probert then led but spun it away
at the Esses on the penultimate lap of the

race. That handed the victory to a rather
surprised Miloudi.

While the Caterhams of Kevin Williams
and Anthony Bennett fought over the lead of
the Sportscar race, all eyes were on
Marcus Bicknell, who had stalled at the
start. Once underway he scythed through
the field to snatch the lead but did bump
Bennett into a spin at Oggies.

It took a while before Bicknell could put
the rampant Caterhams in their place with a
pass at Agostini on Williams securing the
Mallock driver his second victory. Bennett
fell away in third while Steve Everson faded

in the final stages allowing Gary Fincham to
take the position.

Karl Cattliff dominated the first Saloon
race while Ross Makar was relived of
second place by Brian Bransom, recovering
from a poor start. However a power steering
failure slowed Bransom and Makar
reclaimed his place while Eliot Dunmore
completed the podium.

Cattliff eased to a second victory while
Julian Newman stole second with a great
pass at Turn Three on the final lap from
Makar, but the MG racer held off Bransom
to salvage third.
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E
xactlyoneyearafter
theyburstontothe
historicrallying
scenebywinning
theHarryFlatters
Rally, theFord

EscortMk2pairingof Gareth
Jamesandco-driverSteffan
Evansmadeavictoriousreturnto
theEpyntmilitaryranges.

Onadaywhensuddenheavy
downpoursputgripatapremium
andmadecorrecttyrechoicecritical,
theybattledandbeatthesimilarcar
of KevinDavies/EifionThomasby
sevenseconds,withTomasDavies/
DenGoldingmakingitanall-Welsh,
all-EscortMk2topthree.

ImportantlyforJames,hetookhis
fourthCategoryThree(for1975-’81
cars)winof theyearintheMintex
MSABritishHistoricRally
Championship,consolidatingsecond
overall intheeight-roundseries.

Steadyovernightraincreated
numerousslipperypatchesonthe
stages,especiallyontheblindside
of crests.Thiscausedcountless
‘squeakybum’moments–asonecrew
describedalock-to-lockslidebecause

JAMESFLOATS
TOEPYNTGLORY
Ford Escortmanheads closelymatched trio amid the torrents. By IanHarden

Photos: Writtle Photographic

RESULTS

King in the rain
Clive King/‘Polly’ won the Historic
rally’s National B section, and the
latest round of the HRCR Old Stager
Clubman’s Challenge, bringing their
Mini Cooper S home 1m 48.2s
ahead of fellow Mini crew Ken Pryce/
Don James. King’s day included a
frightening incident on the rain-
affected last stage when he
aquaplaned at a corner. Having got
away unscathed, his wipers then
jammed against the rubber window
seal. “‘Polly’ had to undo his belts,
reach round the side of window and
release them,” he reported at the finish.

Loveridge’s return
Steve Loveridge and Mark Sattin proved
to be the early day stars of Category Two,
holding third place in their diminutive
1380cc Mini Clubman before being
caught out in the deluge on stage seven
and sliding off the track into retirement. “It’s
my first rally for two years, and my first event
with Mark for seven seasons. We’re really
enjoying the return to rallying,” he enthused
at the second service.

Big issues
Will Rowlands and Richard Birch
overcame a seemingly endless
succession of problems to bring
their Ford Escort Mk2 home sixth in
Category Three. First, co-driver Birch
was sick several times in the early
going – fortunately not in the car.
Then, their starter motor broke,
necessitating a push start during the
middle loop of stages. Their wipers
physically bent with the effort of trying
to clear water from the screen on
stage seven, and finally, they
discovered that their engine had been
running only at half throttle for most
of the day.

Sheepspotters
If the rain had not caused enough
problems for competitors, Peter McDowell
and Derek Davies encountered a perennial
Epynt problem in their Porsche 911.
According to McDowell, the pairing had
to play a game of “dodge the sheep” on
stage three, before the same thing
happened again on stage eight. “With
where it was standing, I’m sure it was trying
to pretend it was a woolly chicane,” he said.

Keep it clean
Ford Anglia driver Peter Lewis had
his own personal way of quantifying
how frightened he was during a
‘moment’ on the last stage. The car
aquaplaned and with an old-style
steering box fitted, he had to fight
hard for several seconds to regain
control. “It’s a personal matter
between my laundryman and myself
as to how nervous it made me,” he
announced at the finish.

hittingthescreen–James,Kevinand
TomasDaviesallgotaclearrun,nearly
oneminutefasterthananyoneelse.
Thisleft thethreeleaderstofightitout
overthelasttwostages.Withanother
cloudbursthittingthestartof thefinal
stage,James’sconfidenceinhistyre
choicegavehimvictory,despiteKevin
Davies’s finalstagecharge.Tomas
Daviestookthird, twominutesbehind,
whileGrahamgotsteadilyquicker
throughoutthedaytotakefourth.

ThefightforCategoryTwo(1968-
’75cars)startedwiththenowalmost
obligatoryhead-to-headbetween
DavidStokes/GuyWeaverand
RichardHill/PatCooper.Stokeshad
thebetterof hisrival intheopening
loop,despitelosingtimewithan
overshootontheNewRoadsection.
Hillstruggledwithagearboxproblem.
Theleadingpairalsohadtowatch
theirbacksastheycameunder
pressurefromrallyreturnees
SteveLoveridge/MarkSattin’s1380cc
MiniClubman.

Thesethreecrewsheldcloseorder
until,ontheseventhstage, theheavy
downpourcausedLoveridgeto
aquaplaneoff intotheundergrowth.
ThenHillretiredwithmechanical
problems.WithhismainBHRCrival
onthetrailer,Stokeschosetobackoff

overthelasttworunstowinby2m56s
fromRogerMatthews/PaulMorris’s
EscortMk1,whosesteadyapproachin
thetestingconditionsultimatelypaid
dividends.WayneBonser/Richard
Astontookthird,havingslowedto
walkingpaceonstageseven.“Despite
therain,we’vestillgotaworking
gearboxandanintercom,whichwe
thinkisabonusafterourearlyseason
problems,”Bonserreported.

RikkiProffittandPhillHarrison
wonthepre-1968CategoryOneintheir
Porsche911afteranotherhardbattle
withDessieNutt/GeraldineMcBride.
Bothdriversstoppedtheclocksonly
twosecondsapartontheopeningpair
of tests,beforeProffit’scardeveloped
amisfirethatcosthimabout15son
stagethree.

DerekBoyd/GrahamWild(Porsche
911)chasedtheleadingpairintheearly
miles,butwhentheylosttheirgears
afterstagesix,PeterLewis/AlanJones
slottedtheirvenerableFordAnglia
intothird.Withall toplayforoverthe
closingmiles,Proffittmanagedtwo
clearrunswhileNuttgotstuck
behindaslowercarthroughthe
penultimatestage.Unabletoovertake
safely, theIrishdriverlostmorethan
tenwsecondsandwithitwenthis
victoryhopes.■

driversremainedunsighteduntil they
actuallyhit thetroublesomespots.

Withtheirmoreup-to-date
equipment, theCategoryThreecars
faredbestandfilledthetopplaces
overall.Jamessettheearlypacewith
KevinDavies, inhisfirstTarmacevent
of theyear,holdingoff TomasDavies,
andErnieandWillGraham’sBDG-
poweredEscortMk2.

Bytheendof thefirst loopof three
stagesJamesheldafour-secondlead
andhadbeentheonlydriverinthe
wholefieldtobreaktheten-minute
barrierforthelongthirdtest.His
trouble-freeruncontrastedwithKevin
Davies,whogothiscaroutof shapeat
EdmondsBendonstagethree.Further
downthefield,NeilWilliams/Eurig
Davies’sMk2wasstrugglingtohold
fifthposition,beingplaguedwith
gearboxproblems.

Onstagesevenasuddendownpour
soakedtheTarmac,affectingeveryone
exceptthefirst threecars.While
othersaquaplanedandstruggledin
zerovisibility–particularlyWill
Rowlands/RichardBirch,who
reportedtheirwipersphysically
bendingduetotheamountof rain

Nutt lostoutonaCategoryOnewinwhilestuckbehindaslowermachine

A good tyre choice helped
James push until the end

IN BRIEF

MintexMSABritishHistoricRallyChampionship, round6/8,
StephensandGeorgeHarryFlattersHistoricRally, July28
CategoryThree
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Gareth James/SteffanEvans Ford Escort Mk2 RS 1800 1h 07m 0.4s
2 Kevin Davies/Eifion Thomas Ford Escort Mk2 +7.0s
3 Tomas Davies/Den Golding Ford Escort Mk2 +1m 55.9s
4 Ernie Graham/Will Graham Ford Escort Mk2 +3m 56.2s
5 Neil Williams/Eurig Davies Ford Escort Mk2 +4m 04.4s
6 Will Rowlands/Richard Birch Ford Escort Mk2 +5m 52.6s
7 David Lloyd Rowlands/Dei Jones Ford Escort +11m 25.0s
8 Laurence Tysoe/Craig Dolman Ford Escort Mk2 +15m 07.0s

Category Two: 1 David Stokes/Guy Weaver (Ford Escort Mk1) 1h 10m 50.5s; 2 Roger Matthews/Paul Morris (Escort Mk1)
+2m 57.2s; 3 Wayne Bonser/Richard Aston (Escort Mk1 RS 2000); 4 Peter Lythell/Gill Cotton (Porsche 911) 5 Peter
McDowell/Derek Davies (911); 6 Scott Smith-Gareth Short (Escort Mk1 RS 1600).
Category One: 1 Rikki Proffitt/Phill Harrison (Porsche 911) 1h 17m 21.1s; 2 Dessie Nutt/Geraldine McBride (911) + 16.9s;
3 Peter Lewis/Alan Jones (Ford Anglia); no other finishers.

KevinDavieswasanarrowsecond

GarethThomaswon inClassC1
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RALLY REPORTS

StephensandGeorge
HarryFlattersRally
ByIanMills

Organiser:BreconMotorClub Where:Epynt,Wales
When:July28Championships:WelshNational
Tarmacadam,KingofEpynt,HRCROldStagerStarters:
73Stages:9

MarkStrakerandNeilHarrison
tookaremarkablevictoryon
theStephensandGeorgeHarry
FlattersRally,overcomingfour-
wheel-driveoppositionona
dampandtreacherouslywet
EpyntintheirDarrian.Straker
wasunderstandablyemotional
ashecompletedthefinalstageto
takehisfirstrallywinasadriver.

Theopeningstageof therally

suggestedthatitwouldbe
theusualbattlefortheleadas
DamianCole/JonathanGriffiths
(FordFocusWRC)tookfastest
time.TheREISGetConnected
MSAAsphaltchampion
maintainedhisadvantageover
thenextstagebutlostgroundon
thethird.AtthispointPeter
Lloyd/NeilJames(Subaru
ImprezaWRC)tooktheironly
fastesttimeof thedayandended
thefirstlapof threestagesinthe
lead.However,Strakerwasonly
twosecondsbehindLloydover
thestage,thefirstlengthyone
of theday,whileColecouldn’t
accountforlosingmorethanten
secondstotheleaders.

Thenextthreestageswerea
repeatof thefirstlapanditwas
overtheseteststhatStraker
madehisbreak.Hetookfastest
timeonallthree;thisincluded
beatingthebogeybyseven
secondsonSS6anddespite
havingtodrivethrougha
heavydownpouronSS5.The
Farnboroughdriverarrivedat
thelunchhaltwitha12sleadover
Lloyd,withColeafurtherfive
secondsbehind.

Colemadeadeterminedeffort
tocatchtheDarrianoverthefinal
threelongstages.Despitetaking
fastestontwoof them,heended
theday23sdownandhadtobe
contentwiththerunner-upspot.

Lloydhadplannedtoattack
onthe14-milelongSS7butthe
afternoondidn’tgotoplan.He
hadtochangetheengineinthe
carthedaybeforetheeventand
failedtogetonthepace,withan
overshootonthefinaltest.He
finishedinthird.

JohnIndrihadstartedwell,
takingfastesttimeonSS2,and
hadjustbeenbehindthelead
battleuntilhewasforcedout
withacrackedbellhousingon
hisDarrianafterSS6,atwhich
pointhewasholdingfourth.

BRCcontenderOsianPryce
continuedhisbusyschedule.He
tookfifthplaceinhisCitroënDS3
R3andsecuredtheyoungdriver

of thedayaward.Christopher
Jonesmadeaspectacularexit
totherally,rollinghisFocusST
betweenFourWaysBridgeand
theTelephoneExchangeonSS6.
Results
1 Mark Straker/Neil Harrison (Darrian T90 GTR) 1h
03m 17.3s; 2 Damian Cole/Jonathan Griffiths (Ford
Focus WRC) +23.4s; 3 Peter Lloyd/Neil James (Subaru
Impreza WRC); 4 Eian Pritchard/Steve McPhee (Ford
Focus WRC); 5 Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss (Citroën DS3
R3); 6 Bob Fowden/Gwynfor Jones (Impreza); 7 Bryan
Davies/Alun Lewis (Misubishi Lancer E6); 8 Ian Kenvin/
Ian Meakin (Ford Escort Mk1); 9 Stevie Leonard/Sion
Humphreys (Escort); 10 Dan Taylor/Andie Conibear
(BMW Compact). Class winners, 1: Jamie Turner/
Georgina Clark (MG ZR); 2: Graham Muter/Steve
Hallmark (Escort); 3: Leonard/Humphreys; 3A: Graham
Watkins/David Percival (Escort); 4: Pryce/Furniss;
5: Cole/Griffiths; 6: Ceri Jones/Jenny Evans (Ford
Escort); 7: Kevin Davies/Nathan Davies (Lancer E9).
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Straker overcame Asphalt
champion Cole for victory
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Finally, it all comes
right forWhite...
GreatStuffCaterers
ImokillySingleStageRally
ByBrianPatterson

Organiser: ImokillyMCWhen:July27Where:Cloyne,
EastCorkChampionship:SouthernFourRally
ChampionshipStarters:104Stages:3

Clonmel’sRoyWhite,with
ColemanHurleyco-drivinginhis
Ford-enginedMGS2000,scoreda
start-to-finishwinonthepopular
Imokillyevent.

FrankKellyandWilliam
Hamiltonpushedhard
throughoutthethreestages
intheirFordEscortMk2,but
couldn’tmatchWhite’stimes.
ColmMurphy/DonMontgomery
alsokeptthepressureonintheir
GroupNImpreza,buthadtobe
contentwiththirdatthefinish.

ComputerITspecialistWhite
isaformerGpNIrishTarmac
champion,butthiswashisfirst
outrightwin.The38-year-old
Whitehashadatryingtimewith
hisMGS2000overthelastfew
years.Evenwiththeexperience
of engineerTomGahan,
switchingthecartoaFordengine
wasamatterof trialanderror,but
itallcamegoodlastSaturday.

Whitesaid:“Ithoughtthecar
wouldn’thaveenoughtopspeed
forthestages,butitwasn’tlike
that.Therewereloadsof high-
speedcorners,plentyof driving.
IknewKellywascominghard
behindme,soIjustkeptmyfoot
hardonthegas!”
Results
1 Roy White/Coleman Hurley (MG S2000) 30m 15.3s; 2
Frank Kelly/William Hamilton (Ford Escort Mk2) +18.6s;
3 Colm Murphy/Don Montgomery (Subaru Impreza); 4
Eddie Power/Mary Wiley (Toyota Corolla); 5 Wesley
Patterson/Alan Whyte (Escort); 6 Ed O’Callaghan/Ger
Clancy (Escort); 7 Mike Quinn/Conor Walsh (Escort); 8
Alastair Cochrane/Gary McElhinney (Escort); 9 Tom
Flaherty/Patrick Curley (Escort); 10 Allen Treacy/Bob
Fitzgerald (Corolla). Class Winners: 2: Colum Browne/
Laurence McGrath (Civic); 3: Stephen Carey/Breda
O’Driscoll (Civic); 4: Murphy/Montgomery; 5 Anne Marie
O’Driscoll/Anthony O’Driscoll (Peugeot 106); 6: Colin
Byrne/Eric Calnan (Citroën C2 R2); 7: Colm Noonan/
Paul Bruton (Peugeot 306); 9: Eamonn Barrett/Ger
Ryan (Escort); 10: Niall Fitzpatrick/Gary Fitzpatrick
(Escort); 11: Vincent McSweeney/Michael Kearney
(Civic); 12: Andy Mahon/Andy Donoghue (Escort);
13: Cochrane/McElhinney; 14: Kelly/Hamilton; 15:
Power/Wiley; 16: Padraig McCarthy/Peter Murphy
(Civic); 20: White/Hurley.

Fishleighdoesn’t have togo far for glory

Photos: Songasport and Writtle Photographic

STRAKERBREAKSHIS
DUCKWITHEPYNTWIN

BullwellBoconnoc
MotorsportCarnival
ByIanHarden

Organiser:CamelValeMC,NewquayAC,PlymouthMC,
SouthHamsMC,TruroDMCWhere:BoconnocEstate,
CornwallWhen:July28Championships:SouthWest
ClubmansRallyChallengeStarters:44Stages:13

Devon-basedSubaruImpreza
pairingRichardFishleighand
PeteGuymertookvictoryatthe
BoconnocMotorsportFestival,
winningbysevensecondsafter
fightingacloseall-daybattlewith
KevinandCharlesTappin’sFord
EscortCosworth.

Asin2012,thelackof lengthof
thestages–eachnomorethan2.6
miles–madea‘quickoutof the
blocks’approachessential.

Tappinstoppedtheclocks
fastestontheopeningrun,with
SteveFurzeland/JackYates-Dale
(SubaruImpreza)andMark
Welch/KeithHounslow(Ford
EscortCosworth)equalthird.

Throughoutthemorningruns
FishleighandTappinstayed
neckandneck,sharingfastest
timeswhileFurzelandlost
groundonstagefourwithaspin.

ThisbroughtAntonShaw/
SteveEllis’sEscortMk2intothe
reckoning,thetwo-wheel-drive
crewsettingacrackingpaceon
stagesfive,sixandseven,going
secondfastestoverall.

Stillclingingtenuouslytothe
smallestof leads,Fishleigh
managedtostretchhisleadover
Tappinbyfoursecondsonstage
11,andthissettledtheissueas
anotherfastesttime,byone
second,onthefinalrun
confirmedhimintopspot.

Behindtheleadingpair,Shaw
tooktheotherpodiumspotby
twosecondsfromDanBedington/
CallumLangdon,theEscort
crewmountingalatechargeto
winthetwo-litreclass.
Results
1 Richard Fishleigh/Pete Guymer (Subaru Impreza)
26m 46s; 2 Kevin Tappin/Charles Tappin (Ford Escort
Cosworth) +7s; 3 Anton Shaw/Steve Ellis (Ford Escort
Mk2); 4 Dan Bedington/Callum Langdon (Escort Mk2);
5 Steve Furzeland/Jack Yates-Dale (Subaru Impreza S6
WRC) 6 Martin Waters/Ben Purnell (BMW E30); 7
Andy Phipp/Laura Ball (Ford Anglia); 8 Mark Welch/
Keith Hounslow (Escort Cosworth); 9 Oliver Hopkins/
Philip Hopkins (Mitsubishi Lancer E6); 10 John
Burnell/ Ian Hobman (Escort G3). Class winners, A:
Clive Mitchelmore/Ian Withecombe (Vauxhall Nova)
B: Ian Mundell/Dale Gordon (Vauxhall Astra) C:
Bedington/Langdon D: Shaw/Ellis E: Fishleigh/Guymer.

Lofthouse nears the Cross Country title
BritpartMSABritishCross
CountryChampionship:
Radnor
ByGarySimpson

Organiser:Marches4x4Where:Radnor,WalesWhen:
July27/28Championships:BritpartMSABritishCross
Country,BCCCTrophy/FreelanderChallengeStarters:30
Runs:12

Dan Lofthouse stormed to his
third win of the year in the
Britpart MSA British Cross
Country Championship at
Radnor Forest last weekend.

Tim Dilworth was quickest
on the first run, 22s ahead of
Lofthouse, who was suffering
from brake problems. Lofthouse
clawed back nine seconds over
the next two runs but the chance
of an event-long battle ended
when Dilworth was forced out
of the event with engine
problems on run four.

At the overnight halt,
Lofthouse led by more than
three minutes from Toby
Jefferson, with Martin Cox
in third place.

The opening day’s dry and
dusty course became slippery
and wet for day two after heavy
overnight rain but Lofthouse
continued to extend his lead
and by the finish he was seven
minutes up on Cox.

“I thoroughly enjoyed the
event,” said Lofthouse. “Other
than losing the brakes on the
first run, we had no problems at
all and the course was brilliant.
That’s three out of three now.
One more good result will give
us the championship.”

Cox moved up from his
overnight third place in his
GSR 206 E9 while Jefferson
nursed his GSR 206 home with
mechanical issues. Tom Hipkiss
took fourth in his Milner R5 with
Paul Myers rounding off the top
five in his Land Rover Tornado.

In the Trophy, event Paul
Harris won for the second time
this season ahead of rival
Adam Bridgeman.

Harris said: “We had cooling
issues on day one so we had to
take the rear bodywork off the

DanLofthousehasnowtakenthreewinsoutof threeevents

car. Then the starter motor
packed up. Fortunately day
two was troublefree and we
managed to get a valuable win.
The course was the best of the
season so far.”

Nick Lines won the
Freelander Challenge with
Richard Green winning the
Clubman event.

Results
1 Dan Lofthouse/Jonny Koonja (Lofthouse Freelander)
1h 24m 09s; 2 Martin Cox/Paul Carson (GSR 206
E9) +7m 05s; 3 Toby Jefferson/Serena Hollamby
(GSR 206); 4 Tom Hipkiss/Rich Hipkiss (Milner R5);
5 Paul Myers/Alistair Myers (Land Rover Tornado);
6 Mike Moran/Tony Coid (AT 4x4 Indy Challenger);
7 Andy Powell/Adrian Griffiths (Simmbugghini); 8 Ian
Bartlett/Aaron Burch (Bartletts 3M 206); 9 Phil
Ibbotson/Will Jefferson (MG Metro 6R4); 10 Keith
Wylde/Sally Ceen (Milner R4).
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KARTING ROUND-UP
‘Jewiss made sure of
Honda Cadet title’
Larkhall race report, below

ByRussellHayes

Rotax powered racing could
face fresh direct competition
next season after the UK’s sole
IAME importer confirmed its
plans to offer an alternative club-
based championship.

The IAME X30, a 125cc, single
cylinder, two-stroke, water cooled
engine is being lined up as direct
opposition to the Rotax class.

Importer James Mills of JM Racing
based at PF International, which also
runs the Little Green Man series,
confirmed plans had been submitted
to the governing Motor Sports
Association for homologation.Once
given approval, Mills would set up a
multi-venue championship.

“This engine is now the modern
direct competitor to Rotax,” Mills said.
“In France, Germany and Spain it has
taken over from Rotax. We would
introduce a junior and senior class,
with the engine remaining the same.
The only difference would be the
exhaust restrictor. That would make it
a budget class and enable us to focus
more on club racing.

“We want to build up a stronger base
in club racing, as we are finding that
Super One can severely affect club
grids, so it would be nice to find
something which can help to
rejuvenate the scene.”

Mills said the engine manufacturer
had been pressing for the introduction
of the engine five years ago. “The
market was not ready at that time,” he
said. “It would have been diluted and
the economic climate also wasn’t right.
People now want an alternative to
Rotax, and I believe although TKM is
a great class, it’s now a step back. There

IAME-derived125ccenginegoesupagainstbenchmark

NEWPOWERPLANT
TOOPPOSEROTAX

 JULY 31 2013 

Single-seater aces
step back into karts
Thisweekend’sMSAKartmasters
BritishGrandPrixwillbeboosted
bytheadditionof somefamiliar
facesasanumberof single-seater
graduatesreturntocompete
atPFInternational.

Twodriversfromthisyear’s
inauguralBRDCFormulaFour
championshipwillreturntotheir
rootstoracefortheGPPlate.
SennanFieldingwillcontestthe
SeniorMaxcategory,withRoss
GunnracinginJuniorMax.

FieldingbegantheF4season
withtheDouglasMotorsport
squadbutacrashatSnettertonin
Junehassincerestricted
hisrunning.

“I’mexcitedtogetbackinto
akart,”Fieldingsaid.“I’ll be
racingagainstmyolder brother
Joshforthefirst time,soit’sgoing
tobearealfamilyfight.”

Lastyear’sSuperOneJunior
MaxchampionGunniseagerto
returnforaspecialreason.“After
mymovetocarsthisyearI’venot
hadchancetoracewithmy
numberoneplate,”hesaid.

Theweekendwillalsobea
chanceforBenBarnicoattorace
inSeniorMax.Theeventwillbe
streamedliveviatvkc.co.uk.

Sean Butcher and TomWood score in Comer Cadets as Alex Quinn is the comeback king at Larkhall
SuperOneRotax:Larkhall
By Dave Bewley

Organisers: West of Scotland Kart Club When: July
27/28 Where: Larkhall, Lanarkshire Championship:
Super One Rotax/Honda Round: five Starters: 139

Aninspiredtyrechoicepaid
dividendsforchampionship
leaderAlexQuinnintheComer
CadetsecondfinalonSunday
ashegainedanimpressive16
placestonarrowlymissouton
thepodium.

Quinn’sdayhadbegun
disastrouslywhenheflippeda
chainontherollinglapof final
one.Hecouldonlywatchonas
SeanButchertookthevictory
aheadof OliverYorkandTom
Wood.Butaseveryoneoptedfor
wetsinfinaltwo,Quinngambled
onslicks.Withthecircuitrapidly
dryingouthequicklymadeup

places.Althoughtherewasn’t
enoughtimetocatchrace
leadersWoodandButcher,he
wasdelightedtotakefourth
spotjustbehindWillPettitt.

KiernJewissmadecertainof
thisseason’sHondaCadet title
withoneroundstillremaining
whenhefinishedsecondbehind
MarkKimberinfinaltwo.

Jewisshadbeenforcedtosettle
forthirdspotinfinaloneafter
beingovertakenbyTomCanning
andKimber.

TheMiniMaxclassproduced
adoublevictoryforoldhand
ConnorHall,withTomGamble
finishingbehindhiminboth
races.Lastyear’sCadet
championDeanMacDonald
wasonabrandnewKosmickart
fortheAIMMotorsportteam.He
finishedafinethirdinthesecond
of thefinals.

SUPER ONE ROTAX REPORT

InjuredCollard aims
for transfer toUK
BritishKFaceRickyCollard
couldwellbebackathomein
theUKasearlyasthisweekend
ashecontinueshisrecovery
fromanaccidentattheCIK-
FIAEuropeanChampionships
twoweeksago.

Collardsustainedserious
injuriesincludingaruptured
lungandbrokenribswhen
ChiesaCorse’sLanceStroll
landedontopof hiskart
(MN,July24).

The16-year-old’srecoveryis
goingbetterthanexpectedand
hisfatherRobwashopingfor
goodnewsfromdoctorsas
MNwenttopressonMonday.

“Ricky’smakingbigleaps
forwards,”CollardSrsaid.
“He’snowabletobeoutof
bedandiswalkingaround
thehospital.He’sstill linked
tovariousdrainsbutif theCT
scantoday(Monday)goeswell,
thentheywillremovehis
chestdrains.Itwillthenbea
matterof threedaysbeforehe
couldbebackhome.It’san
excellentrecovery.”

July 17th/21st
RGMMC Euromax Championships

August 28th/September 1st
CIK/FIA World KF
Championships 07545 131099

www.tvkc.co.uk/cik
www.tvkc.co.uk/euromax

TickeTs now
on sale

GOT A STORY? CONTACT RUSSELL.HAYES@HAYMARKET.COM

has been a ten-year cycle and drivers
want something new.”

Mills confirmed the new powerplant
will not be sealed and will have a
similar 50-hour running life to that of a
Rotax unit. Karts will also run on MG
Vega tyres. “Not sealing it will enable
servicing to be done cheaper and keep
overall costs down,” he added. “The

tyres have the Vega pedigree but are
lower cost again.

“Within the MSA application, we have
support from various clubs including
Rye House, Fulbeck, Trent Valley and
Kimbolton. The class will be able to
capture Cadet drivers who have raced
on the current IAME engine and who
will graduate into the senior class.”

The new IAME engine
(inset) has already
undergone test work

aheadof KyleFowlie.Earlier
onSundayonadampertrack,
Fowliehadwonthefirstfinal.
Results
Comer Cadet, final one: 1 Sean Butcher (MBR) 19
laps in 16m 26.94s; 2 Oliver York (Fusion) +3.27s;
3 Tom Wood (Fusion); 4 Alex McDade (Eclipse); 5 Jonny
Edgar (Fusion); 6 William Pettitt (Fusion). Fastest lap:
McDade 51.31secs (37.25 mph). Starters: 20. Final two:
1 Wood 20 laps in 16m 10.01s; 2 Butcher +0.16s; 3
Pettitt; 4 Alex Quinn (Fusion); 5 York; 6 McDade. FL:
Quinn 46.99s (40.56mph). Timed qualifying: Quinn 44.66s
(42.68mph). Heat winners: Wood (x2). S: 20.
Honda Cadet, final one: 1 Tom Canning (Next Gen)
19 laps in 16m 37.092s; 2 Mark Kimber (BRK Factory)
+0.14s; 3 Kiern Jewiss (Next Gen); 4 Myles Apps
(Privateer-BRK); 5 Matthew Hopcraft (Next Gen); 6 Chris
Lulham (Privateer-Project One). FL: Kimber 51.51s (37.00
mph). S: 29. Final two: 1 Kimber 19 laps in 16m 02.78s;
2 Jewiss +2.84s; 3 Ben Kasperczak (Global Racing);
4 Canning; 5 Hopcraft; 6 Matthew Hayden (BRK
Factory). FL: Kimber 49.06s (38.85mph). TQ: Jewiss
44.88s (42.47mph). HW: Apps, Jewiss. S: 29.
MiniMax, final one: 1 Connor Hall (Strawberry Racing)
19 laps in 15m 54.56s; 2 Tom Gamble (MBR) +0.85s;
3 Harrison Thomas (Paul Carr Racing); 4 Max Bird
(Privateer-Tony); 5 Josh Skelton (Tooley Motorsport);
6 Jordan Brown-Nutley (Tooley). FL: Hall 49.41

(38.58mph). S: 30. Final two: 1 Hall 23 laps in 16m
08.89s; 2 Gamble +1.71s; 3 Dean MacDonald (AIM
Motorsport); 4 Thomas; 5 Cameron McLaughlin
(Privateer-Gillard); 6 Bird. FL: Gamble 41.22s
(46.24mph). TQ: Gamble 39.92s (47.75mph). HW:
Gamble (x2), Dan Zelos (Tooley). S: 30.
Junior Max, final one: 1 Lando Norris (RL Racing)
20 Laps in 16m 18.74s; 2 Nathan Aston (Tooley
Motorsport) +2.67s; 3 Josh Price (BRK); 4 Tom Harvey
(KR Sport); 5 Jake Walker (AIM Motorsport); 6 Brett
Ward (AIM Motorsport). FL: Aston 48.31s (39.45s).
S: 30. Final two: 1 Price 24 laps in 16m 00.64s; 2 Ward
+4.29s; 3 Guan Yu Zhou (Strawberry Racing); 4 Jack
Bartholomew (Coles Racing); 5 Luke Knott (RL Racing);
6 Dave Wooder (DHR). FL: Bartholomew 39.41s
(48.37mph). TQ: Jai Nijjar (Strawberry Racing) 38.81s
(49.11mph). HW: Nijjar, Price, Norris. S: 30.
Senior Max, final one: 1 Kyle Fowlie (Strawberry
Racing) 20 laps in 16m 15.27s; 2 Harry Webb
(Strawberry Racing) +0.65s; 3 James Singleton (Coles
Racing); 4 Oliver Hodgson (KR Sport); 5 Oliver Myers
(Coles Racing); 6 Kieron Gifford (Paul Carr Racing).
FL: Myers 48.18s (39.56mph). S: 30.
Final two: 1 Hodgson 24 laps in 15m 55.65s;
2 Fowlie +6.69s; 3 Sean Babington (DHR); 4 Jack
Saffrey (Protrain); 5 Connor Jupp (RL Racing); 6 Thomas
Arme (AIM Motorsport). FL: Babington 38.54s
(49.46mph). TQ: Webb 37.93s (50.25mph). HW: Webb,
Babington. S: 30.

NathanAstonappearedto
havefinaloneof JuniorRotax
allwrappedupbeforeout-
brakinghimself intoacorner.
Hisslideoff trackallowedLando
Norristowintherace.Finaltwo
wasredflaggedwhenmorethan
half adozenkartscollidedonthe
rollinglap.Whenitdidgetgoing
JoshPrice,whohadtakenthird
placeinfinalone,lookedas
thoughhe’dbeoutof therunning
whenhisstartermotorfailed.A
hurriedtracksiderepairgothim
goingintimeforthestartandhe
wentontoscorevictoryover
BrettWardandGuanYuZhou.

OliverMyers’triumphal
SeniorMaxwaveendedwhenit
transpiredthathehadovertaken
underayellowflag.Theerrorled
tohisexclusionfromthesecond
final, leavingOliverHodgsona
surprisedwinnersomedistance

Rotax karts will have a new rival

Collard’sbedtimereading
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ByJamesBolton

The team behind the
Bluebird Formula E car say
they are on target to track
test the vehicle in October.

Thesquad,whichhasrecently
builtanelectriclandspeed
recordchallenger,isdeveloping
amachinethatcouldbeused
inthenew-for-2014FIA-
sanctionedseries.FormulaE
wasoriginallylaunchedasa
serieswithaone-makeDallara
chassis,butBluebirdchiefs
saytheyhavetheFIA’ssupport
inabidtomaketheseriesa
multi-marqueformula.

ProjectmanagerMartinRees
toldMotorsportNewsthatthe
all-electricFormulaEseries,
settolaunchnextyear,wasa
perfectmatchfortheBluebird
group,whichhasitsrootsin
MalcolmCampbell’sland
speedrecordchallengers.

“We’vebeenactiveinthis
technologyfor16years,”he
said.“We’rebringingabig
brandbacktothetrack.The
Bluebirdnamewillcomefull
circlebecausefrom1912to1923
MalcolmCampbellracedmore
than300timesatBrooklands.”

Bluebirdwillbeupagainst
acardesignedandbuiltby

Dallarainitsfirstyear.That
machinehasdesigninputfrom
McLarenandRenault,among
others.“We’recompeting
againstsomebignames,”
acknowledgedRees.“We
knowwe’recapableandwe
haveastrongdesignand
manufacturingteam.Wehave
acoreteamof adozenand
we’replanningtoconsolidate
alltheBluebirdactivityunder
oneroof.We’respreadoutall
overthecountry.”

Reesalsosaidthatthe
Bluebirdsquadwouldwork
alongsidethechampionship
promotersandtheFIAtomake

suretheseriespromotes
electrictechnologyinthebest
possibleway.“Weseedesigning
thecarasachallengebut
perhapsmoreof achallenge
ismakingtheseries
interesting.Wehopeitreflects
thetechnicalopportunities
thatthedrivetrainprovides.It’s
thebestwaytoreflectelectric
technologyinmotorsport.”

Thecarwillbelaunchedin
September.“Wewanttostart
runninginangerinmidtolate
October,”Reesconfirmed.“We
willthenstartproducingcars
forhomologationandtesting.
We’rewelloncourse.”

Formula Emachine scheduled to hit the tracks later this season

BlueBirdnears
initialtestrun

speed to swap teams
for XGamesassault

Hrolfsson tees up an
attack on uK series

timerzyanov lines up
VWouting in the usa Procter scores big in

european Challenge

Ex-Formula One racer Scott
Speed, who claimed a shock
win in the X Games Foz do
Iguacu Rallycross event earlier
this year, will switch to a new
team for this week’s flagship
event in Los Angeles.

The American will drive a
Ford Fiesta run by the new DRR-
SH Global Rallycross team in
X Games Los Angeles this
weekend. The team, which
will be supported by top squad
OMSE, is part-owned by former
IndyCar racer Robbie Buhl.

“Running with DRR-SH
Global Rallycross will give me
a chance at another Gold
Medal,” said Speed.

“Rallycross has been a lot
of fun so far and I am looking
forward to being able to run an
X Games at home in the USA.”

While the event has taken place
on a temporary street circuit in
downtown Los Angeles in recent
years, for 2013 it has shifted to
a special track at the 0.5-mile
Irwindale Speedway.

Speed joins a stellar line-up
for the event, including Briton
Liam Doran, Travis Pastrana,
Ken Block and Nelson Piquet
Jr. Toomas Heikkinen, who
leads the Global Rallycross
Championship, will also contest
the showdown.

Icelandic Subaru supercar
driver Jon B Hrolfsson has
committed to contesting the
remaining three rounds of
the MSA British Rallycross
Championship.

The Subaru Impreza driver
is third in the standings after a
series of consistently strong
finishes. He will now also enter
the season-closing MSA
Rallycross Grand Prix.

“We hadn’t planned to do the
whole season but we are really
enjoying it all,” said Hrolfsson.
“Now we are doing so well in
the points there is no way for us
not to continue for the rest of
the events really.”

ReigningFIAEuropean
RallycrosschampionTimur
Timerzyanovwillcontestthis
weekend’sX-GamesLosAngeles
eventinaVolkswagenPolo.

ThecurrentRallycrossRX
championshipleaderdrivesa
HansenMotorsportCitroën
DS3inEurope,butwillracea
MarklundMotorsportPolo.Itis
thesamecarthatDTMstar
MattiasEkströmdrovetosecond
positionintheRXeventatHoljes,
Swedenearlierthismonth.

Timerzyanovhaspreviously
competedatthreeGlobal
RallycrossChampionshipevents
thisyear,standinginforfellow
RedBullathleteTravisPastrana
intheDodgeDartteam.

“MattiasEkströmprovedthat
thePoloisrunningwell. If itgoes
right,wecanreachthepodium,”
saidTimerzyanov.“Thecarhas
gotagreatengineandthe
chassisisgood.It’sreallygot
alotof potential.”

Thereare20supercarsdueto
takepartattheevent,heldat
IrwindaleSpeedway,California.

new Block-devised
competition is go

new hill star says
he’s forced to quit

This weekend’s X Games
Los Angeles event will
feature a new form of
rally-based competition
that has been devised by
Ken Block.

The American has
developed the Gymkhana
GRID contest to build off
his popular series of
internet stunt videos. The
event, which will be held
on Saturday at Irwindale
Speedway, is effectively a
rally super special-style
head-to-head race, but
the courses are designed
to involve a series of
tricky autotest-style
manoeuvres. “I’m stoked
to bring my Gymkhana
GRID racing series to X
Games Los Angeles,” said
Block. “It’s something I’ve
been building up for a few
years now and I think fans
and audiences at home are
going to enjoy it.

“Fans not only get to
see these awesome rally
cars sliding sideways
and making tons of tyre
smoke, but also a
straight-up driver
versus driver race.”

The event will be
screened live in the UK
on ESPN (see page 39 for
television timings).

Theairportfiremanwho
upsettheorderintherecent
Guernseyroundof the
MSABritishHillclimb
Championshipsaysheison
thevergeof quittingthesport.

DarrenWarwicksetthe
fastestqualifyingtimeonthe
ValdesTerreshillclimb,
breakingAndyPriaulx’s
recordasthefastest-ever
Guernseydrivertorunupthe
hill (MN,July24).Hefinished
secondandfourthinthe
tworun-offs.

Warwickusedanex-Paul
HaimesDallara-Opeltoset
thetime,butthecarisnowup
forsale.

“Thesupportof local
motorsportfanshashelped
methroughoutbutIhavebeen
ontheraggededgelately,”said
Warwick.“Thecarisold
school,previousgenerationin
comparisontothemainmen.

“Iamjustanairportfireman
andfinancingthisisdifficult
sotopullthisoff isadream
cometruebutitmaynowbe
timetomoveonandthereare
mainlandsprintersinterested
inthecar.”

Speed(right)has takenawin

The Bluebird is nearing its
completion back at base

Yorkshire-based rallycross
driver Kevin Procter finished
sixth in the third round of
the Rallycross Challenge
Europe, held at Kerlebo,
France, last weekend.

The Ford Focus man started
sixth in the final and ran as
high as third early in the race,
before steering problems halted
his charge in wet and slippery
conditions. Procter did claim
points for third position,
because three of the drivers
who finished ahead of him were
not registered for the series.

He is now fourth in the table,
ten points behind leader
Patrick van Mechelen.

The event was won by Fabian
Pallier in his Peugeot 208,
ahead of father and rallycross
legend Jean Luc Pallier.
Victory in the Super1600
category was taken by Laurent
Chartrain, while the
TouringCar field was
headed by Jos Sterkens.

SBDMotorsportMSA
BritishSprint
Championship:Knockhill
By SteveWilkinson

Organisers: BMSA When: July 27/28 Where:
Knockhill, Fife Starters: 23

Variableweathermeantitwas
sunnyonSaturdayanddamp
onSunday,buttheCalderfamily
triumphedinallconditions.

OnSaturday,HeatherCalder
stormedtohermaidenSBD
MotorsportMSABritish
SprintChampionshipvictory
andbecamethefirstwomanto
winachampionshiprun-off
sincethegreatPatsyBurtin
1970.InthedamponSundaythe
23-year-oldcouldonlyfinish
third.Butwinningtheevent
washerfatherColin,whohad
earlierconfirmedhispositionof
champion-in-waitingwitha

secondplaceonSaturday.Terry
Holmestookthirdplaceon
SaturdaybehindtheCalders,
andfollowedthatupwitha
superbsecondonSunday,
splittingthepairwithalast-
runcharge.

CraigSampsonobviously
hadn’tbeenreadingthescript
ashebeatco-driverMarkSmith
tofourthspotonSaturdaybut
judiciouslytookfifthbehindhis
teamleaderthefollowingday.
BillGouldthorpehadatopsy-
turvyweekendwithastirring
tenthonSaturdayfollowedby
aspinonSunday.

The76-year-oldwasrather
philosophicalabouthisaccident
andwillbebackontrackathis
homeeventatBrandsHatch
laterintheseason.Graham
Porrett’sdisappointingninth
placeonSaturdaywasfollowed
byagrittydrivetofourthon

Sundayboostinghispointshaul.
GlynnSketchleywasanotherto
fallshortof expectationswitha
singlepointonSaturdaybut
seventhonSundaymadeup
forthis.

SteveMilestookabraveninth
onSundayafteratriptothe
medicalcentreaftercracking
hisheadonhistrailer.
Results
Day one: 1 Heather Calder (3.5 Gould-NME GR55 V8)
88.51s; 2 Colin Calder (3.5 Gould-NME GR55 V8)
89.21s; 3 Terry Holmes (3.5 Lola-Judd ERH); 4 Craig
Sampson (2.0 Reynard-Duratec/SBD 903); 5 Mike
Musson (4.0 Pilbeam-Judd MP97) 6 Mark Smith (2.0
Reynard-Duratec/SBD 903); 7 Steve Miles (2.0 Van
Diemen-Duratec/SBD RF96/MM11); 8 Gary Thomas
(1.4 Force-Suzuki PT); 9 Graham Porrett (3.5 Lola-
Judd ERH); 10 Bill Gouldthorpe (1.5 OMS-Suzuki
CF08); 11 John Graham (2.0 Dallara-Vauxhall F397);
12 Glynn Sketchley (1.5 Force-Suzuki PC) 173.03s.
Day two: 1 Colin Calder 85.53s; 2 Holmes 89.02s; 3
Heather Calder; 4 Porrett; 5 Smith; 6 Sampson; 7
Sketchley; 8 Thomas; 9 Miles; 10 Musson; 11 Paul
Horrox (2.0 Juno-Honda SSE); 12 Grahame Harden
(1.0 Jedi-Honda Mk 6) 101.31.

Calder Jr ends the 43-year wait for a female sprinting triumph
BRITISh SPRINT ChamPIONShIP REPORT
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AvonTyresTTCGroup
MSABritishHillclimb
Championship:
WiscombePark
By EddieWalder

Organiser: Woolbridge Motor Club When: July
27/28 Where: Wiscombe Park, near Honiton,
Devon Championship: Avon Tyres/TTC Group MSA
British Hillclimb Starters: 123

With Scott Moran absent,
Trevor Willis drew ahead for
the first time this year, but not
without difficulty.

The track was greasy after
rain, which caused many
mistakes. The first Run-Off
went to Wallace Menzies, who
qualified second fastest and set
a time that Willis could not
match. Menzies said: “I was
certain I had braked too early

for Martini but with the tyres
breaking away it turned out to
be just right.”

The result moved Menzies
into third in the points. Willis
had to settle for second.

Menzies was out of luck later
in the day. The rain returned as
John Bradburn completed his
final class run. Tom New and
Menzies failed to make the cut
with Will Hall (who stalled at
Martini in the first round) and
Willis just getting in. These two
ran early in the final shoot out,
with Hall setting a good time
for fourth. Willis, running
next, performed as the current
wet-track master usually does
and nobody could better him.

Willis paid tribute to
Menzies, and said that the
second run “presented an

opportunity I could not miss”.
With DJ Racecars and his

engine builder performing
heroics to fix the car after his
Guernsey shunt, the unlucky
Alex Summers broke a
driveshaft prior to his first
qualifier but got into round 22
and duly finished second.

One place above Summers in
the table, John Bradburn
gained two seventh places in
the changeable conditions. Jos
Goodyear took a couple of safe
Run-Off shots for the first time
in his life in order to climb the
table. With Hall, Bradburn
and Summers surviving the
conditions he is still 20 points
back but his eighth looks
safe and he will have more
opportunities to score well
in the remaining rounds .

Not for the first time, both
the Gould GR59s qualified, but
this time Brian Moyse got in
with his son Simo.

Unfortunately he could
not get into the points. Paul
Haimes in his turbo GR59 did
well with fourth in the first run
and qualified fastest for the
second for the first time ever.
He took third, and he is 12th in
the points standings. He can get
into the top ten at Craigantlet,
as can Dave Uren who scored
six points.

Local drivers got among
the regular runners, with
Ed Hollier, who lives a couple
of miles away from the hill,
scoring a career-best sixth in
round 21. Cornishman Mike
Lee picked up points in his
elderly OMS.
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Alan Auerbach justified his top
seeding by taking a clear win
in the Birr and District Motor
Club Autotest at Fortal, his
second victory in a Birr event this
year. He led a Starlet clean
sweep, beating Kevin O’Rourke
by 40s, with local man Rob
Lewis in third place.

Gordon Moodie was in
excellent form in the BriSCA F2
event at a sunny Knockhill on
Wednesday night. He started
off by winning both heats. Steve
Forster was quickly into the lead
in the final, but once Moodie got
ahead of Chris Burgoyne and
Craig Wallace he began to reel
in those ahead finally moving into
the lead with four laps remaining.
Once there, he eased away for a
comfortable win. The result
also secured the Knockhill
Trioval Championship.

Moodie took his older car to
Cowdenbeath Racewall on
Saturday, and overhauled
Forster to take another victory.

Stuary Kelly made light of
torrential rain to take a clear
BriSCA F2 victory at Crimond
on Sunday. Jason McDonald led
for many laps, but once Kelly got
past he drove away to win.

Darren Cottrill took the
V8 Hotstox Supreme
Championship at Owlerton
Stadium in Sheffield on Sunday,
finishing ahead of Kevin
Stuchbury and Karl Hawkins
in mixed conditions.
●Middlesex County AC will
organise a Clubmans
AutoSolo at Bovingdon
Airfield on Sunday. For entry
details contact Chris Keys on
07761 823157 or chris-keys@
fsmail.net.
●The Aughrim Filling Station
Northern Ireland Autotest
Championship resumes this
weekend. With six of nine
rounds completed, triple
champion Steven Ferguson is
the pre-event favourite. Peter
Grimes is three points behind on
dropped scores in his bid for a
sixth title.
●Whickham and District Motor
Club is holding a two-day
Marshal Training weekend
at the British Red Cross in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne on August
17/18. The event, run in
association with the ANECCC,
will offer courses for both new
volunteers to experienced
marshals, official and rescue
crews. The courses are free, and
pre-booking is required. Visit
wdmc.org.uk or email Training@
WDMC.org.uk for details.

BRITISH HILLCLIMB REPORT

MENZIESWINS ATWISCOMBE
DESPITE AMARTINIMOMENT

Photo: Eddie Walder and Colin Casserley

“We can definitely
reach the podium”
Timerzyanov’s XGames, below

Menzies thought he had
blown his victory chances

Round 21: 1 Wallace Menzies (3.2 DJ-Cosworth
Firestorm) 36.41s; 2 Trevor Willis (3.2 OMS-
Powertec) 36.50s; 3 Jos Goodyear (1.6 GWR-
Suzuki Raptor Extreme); 4 Paul Haimes (1.3t
Gould-Suzuki GR59); 5 Tom New (4.0 Gould-Judd
GR55); 6 Ed Hollier (1.6 Pilbeam-Suzuki MP62);
7 John Bradburn (3.5 Gould-Cosworth HB GR55);
8 Simon Fidoe (1.1 Empire-Suzuki 002); 9 Mike
Lee (1.6 OMS-Suzuki 2000M); 10 Simon Moyse
(1.3s Gould-Suzuki GR59); 11 Brian Moyse
(1.3s Gould-Suzuki GR59); 12 Will Hall
(3.5 Force-Nissan WH) Fail.
Round 22: 1 Willis 37.01s; 2 Summers 38.08s:
3 Haimes; 4 Hall; 5 Goodyear; 6 Dave Uren
(1.6 Force-Suzuki PT); 7 Bradburn; 8 Lee;
9 S Moyes; 10 B Moyse.
Class winners: Gary Pitt (2.0 Ford Escort RS);
Roy Bray (2.0t Ford Escort Cosworth); Andrew
Russell (1.1 Ginetta G15); Ralph Pinder (2.0
Peugeot 205); Derek Harris (1.7 Mallock Mk17B);
Tim Painter (3.0 MG Metro 6R4); Gary Hill (0.6
OMS Hornet); Adam Steele (1.1 Martlet-Suzuki
AS1); Goodyear; Haimes; Willis 36.86s.
Championship standings: 1 Willis 176pts; 2 Scott
Moran 171; 3 Menzies 125; 4 Roger Moran 117; 5
Hall 99; 6 Bradburn 89; 7 Summers 80; 8 Goodyear
60; 9 Deryk Young 39; 10 Richard Spedding 30.

RESULTS

BriSCA F1 REPORT

BriSCAF1World
ChampionshipSemi-
Final:Sheffield
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: BriSCA F1 When: July 28 Where:
Owlerton Stadium, Sheffield Championship:
BriSCA F1 World Championship Semi-Final
Starters: 38

Reigning European champion
Ryan Harrison took a big step
towards adding the World
Championship title to his
growing list of achievements
by winning the first BriSCA F1
World Championship Semi
Final at Owlerton Stadium.

Harrison barged his way into
the lead on the first turn from
his fifth place starting spot and
despite two race stoppages, the

first for a blocked track on Turn
Three, and then a few laps later
a three car pile-up on Turn Two.

Paul Hines shadowed
Harrison for much of the race
and when the leader was slowed
by a backmarker Hines drew
alongside Harrison. But he was
not able to muscle his way into
the lead and settled for second.

“I got a good start and things
went my way on the first lap,”
said Harrison. “I had a few
problems with backmarkers
later on and I thought Hines was
going to pass me, but he raced
me fair. Some other drivers
would have left me hanging off a
fence post and out of the race. I
had problems with the torque
arm later in the race. I could feel
it rubbing on the prop shaft and I

was just hoping it would last
long enough to finish. I was
fortunate that it did.”

Hines said: “Maybe I should
have hit him harder, but
my main aim was to finish near
the front.”

Mick Sworder recovered from
an early visit to the fence which
left him deep in the pack to
claim third. “I was in second
place and going alright but the
car just wouldn’t turn going
into Turn Three,” he said.
“I think I might have got
hooked up with a backmarker.
Third is not bad for my first
time here in an F1: the only
other time I raced here was in
the Minstox back in 1989…”

Heavy overnight rain made
the Sheffield shale extremely

treacherous and as a result
only ten cars completed
the distance.

The remaining ten spots in
the World Final are up for grabs
in at Buxton on August 11.

European champ shows his classwith storming Semi-Final victory

GOT A STORY? CONTACT JAMES.BOLTON@HAYMARKET.COM

RESULTS
Birr and District MC Multi Venue
Autotest: Fortal, Birr
1 Alan Auerbach (Toyota Starlet) 901.4s; 2
Kevin O’Rourke (Starlet) +40.2s; 3 Rob
Lewis (Starlet); 4 David Meeke (Starlet); 5
Piers MacFheorais (Mazda MX-5); 6
Whitby Moynan (Mini).

BriSCA F2: Knockhill
Final: 1 Gordon Moodie; 2 Chris Burgoyne;
3 Craig Wallace; 4 Steve Forster; 5 Mark
Dews; 6 Robbie Dawson; 7 Marc Fortune;
8 Liam Rennie; 9 Willie Draeger;
10 Holly Glen.

BriSCA F2: Cowdenbeath
Final: 1 Moodie; 2 Forster; 3 Garry
Sime; 4 Wallace; 5 Alan Edmiston; 6
Raymond Dick.

BriSCA F2: Crimond
Final: 1 Stuart Kelly; 2 Jason McDonald; 3
Wallace; 4 Moodie; 5 Dawson; 6 Edmiston.

RESULTS
Final: 1 Ryan Harrison; 2 Paul Hines;
3 Mick Sworder; 4 Craig Finnikin;
5 Paul Harrison; 6 John Dowson;
7 Chris Clare; 8 Frankie Wainman Jr;
9 Geoff Nickolls; 10 Mal Brown.

Harrison (leading) held off a mid-race push from Hines
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MN SAYS...STAR LETTER

WhatadrivebyLewisHamilton!Andhowstrangely fitting
that thekeymomentof his firstracewinforMercedes
shouldbehowquickly heovertookhisoldteam-mateJenson
Button’sMcLaren.

I thinkHamiltonhasproventhathisdecisiontoswitchfrom
McLarentoMercedeswasabsolutely therightone.Hopefully
hisHungarianformshowstheteamismuchstrongeronthe
thenewPirelli tyres thantheoldones,andHamiltoncan
begintoclawbacksomegroundinthetitlerace.

Giventhatsomeovertakingmovesreally spiceduptheevent,
howsaditwastoseeRomainGrosjeangettingapenalty forhis
overtakingmoveonFelipeMassa.Thatwasabraveand
inspiredmove,andpenalising it surely sendsthewrong
messageto thedrivers.Thefanswant tosee themracing!
AndrewTimpson
Viaemail

TheHungaroring isn’texactly theworld’sgreatest racingcircuit. It’s tightandtwisty,
anddoesn’thaveanysweepinghigh-speedcorners.Andyet, lastSunday’s race
provedthat itdoesn’t takeabrilliant tracktoproduceabrilliant race.

It’s asimilar storywith theRedBullRing,whichwill bebackon theF1calendarnext year. It’s
notapatchon theoldOsterreichring,butwhen itwas laston theschedule from1997 to2003
(as theA1Ring), theAustrian track invariably threwupagood race.Why?Because, like
theHungaroring, it’s asimpledesign that keeps things tight and forces racingdrivers to
actually race.

Such tracksgreatlycontrastwith thevast ‘Tilkedrones’ inMalaysia,Bahrainandsoon.They
have theirplace,but I’mglad there’sstill roomon theF1calendar for shorter, smaller venues.
Theymight likeglamourandspectacle,but theyoftenmakeup for itwithgreat racing.
James Attwood,Editor (Twitter:@AttersMNews)

InpraiseofHungary
The Hungaroring lacks glamour, but has great races

Praising Hamilton

JEVforRBR
Iamjustwonderingwhat
Jean-EricVergnehasdonewrong
atRedBull.Whyishebeing
ignoredbytheteam?

TheFrenchmanhasdrivenwith
morestylethanDanielRicciardo
thisseason,andyethehasbeen
seeminglyoverlooked–whydidn’t
hegetasimilaropportunityasthe
FrenchmanintheYoungDriver
TestatSilverstone?

JEVhasoutscoredRicciardothis
season,anddon’tforgetthathehas
half-a-season’slessexperience
thanhisfellowToroRosso
maninF1.

Surely,if youweregoingtogive
Ricciardoarunthenitwould
onlyhavebeenfairtotryout
Vergneaswell?
BrianBroad
Broadstairs

PickRicciardo
ItwasgoodtoseeRedBullgiving
DanielRicciardoaruninthe
YoungDriverTestatSilverstone.
Hestrikesmeastheperfectdriver
fortheteamnextyear.

He’sgotthespeedtobeadecent
numbertwo,butwithhischeery
demeanourhedoesn’tappeartobe
thesortof personwho’llcreate
frictioninthatrole.Itwillallow
RedBulltobecomeevenmore
focusedonSebastianVettel,
whichwillmaketheteameven
moreeffective.

Plus,sinceRedBullisoneof the
fewfirmstrulygivingchancesto
youngdrivers,itwillbeexcitingto
seeanewtalentstepintoToro

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERS

MN, July 24: Button’s hopesMN Button’s hopes July 24: ,MN

Rosso.AstheYoungDriverTest
proved,RedBullhasplentyof
potentialfuturestars.Theprospect
of CarlosSainzJrinF1hasgotme
quiteexcited.
AndrewTaylor
Viaemail

BritishF3blues
Afterreadingof thedisappointing
numberof carsonthegridfor
BritishF3’striptoSpa(MN,
July24),Ican’thelpthinkingthat
thisissadlyanotherindication
thatitisnearingitsend.

Lastweekendwassupposedtobe
thehighlightof thecalendarbut
insteadit’sturnedouttobea
nightmarefororganiserSRO.The
hugepressureithasbeenput
underbyGerhardBergerandthe
newFIAEuropeanFormulaThree
Championshiphasputitinatough
position,andteamshavetodecide
whichtoprioritise.

Luckilytherecouldwellbemore
outatthenextroundatBrands

Hatchbutwiththesupportof
Bergerandthesport’sgoverning
body,itseemstherewillonlybeone
winnerinthisbattle.
RichardHawkins
EastMolesey,Surrey

MightyMarty
FabulousinterviewwithMarty
McCormacklastweek(MN,July
24)anarticlewhichtotally
personifieshimandreveals just
whatasmashingladheis.

Havinghadthehonourtosit
alongsideMartyontheTrackrod
fouryearsago(eventhoughIwas
outof mydepth)Iamsopleasedto
seethathehasgoneontoattainthe
levelwhichhehasdone.

Hisbattlewith‘Banner’onlast
year’sRogerAlbertClarkRally
wasthefinestthatrallyinghas
seenindecadesandIhopethat
Marty’stalentsattractamajor
backertoallowhisfullabilityto
cometothefore.
JimGoodman
Hunmanby,Yorkshire

WonderfulWalker
ManythankstotheBBCforafirst
classF1program,andtoLewis
Hamiltonforhisfirstwinfor
Mercedes,buttheicingonthecake
wasMurrayWalkerattheend
lettinguseknowheisonthemend.

Heisalegendashealwayshas
hisheartinmotorsport.Howlucky
wearetohavehadhiminoursport
forsolong.
EddieGale
Fareham,Hants

Coverageconcerns
Thecoverageof theERCSibiu
Rallywassimplypathetic!
Alan Turner
Swindon

Tyler Lambert, 11, took this at Snett Goodwood rally action by Peter Figg

Peter Hamilton
snapped Daniel
Ricciardo’s off in
F1 testing at
Silverstone

Rob Mintoft
captured some
historic racing
at a recent
VSCC meeting

YOUR YOUR YOUR 
PICSPICSPICS
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WHAT’S ON
WEDNESDAY
■ArlingtonStadium,Eastbourne
OvalRacing:nationalbangers
Starts:1930hrsAdmission:adult
£14,child£6Web:spedeworth.co.uk
Contact:01252322920
■Pr1moInternational,Horton,
Northampton
OvalRacing:BriSCAF2,ministox
Starts:1930hrsAdmission:adult
£14,child£6Web:spedeworth.co.uk
Contact:01252322920

SATURDAY
■CastleCombe,Wilts
CCRCmeeting:FF1600,Monoposto,
AtomCup,SpecialGT,MiniChallenge,
SaloonCarsStarts: racing from
1300hrs (qualifying from0835hrs)
Admission:adult£15,child free
Web:castlecombecircuit.co.uk
Contact:01249782417
■DoningtonPark,Leics
360MRCmeeting:Six-Hour,
Sportscars,BreakfastSprint
Starts: racing fromtba (qualifying from
0905hrs)Admission:adult£15
Web:donington-park.co.uk
Contact:01332810048
■CooperPark,Elgin
ScottishRallyChampionship:
McDonaldandMunroeSpeyside
StagesStarts:0900hrsAdmission:
TBAWeb:speyside-stages.co.uk
■Shackleton,Ballykelly
Rally:RiverRidgeRecyclingDogleap
TarmacRallyStages
Starts:1000hrsAdmission:TBA
Web:maidencitymotorclub.com
■FoxhallInt’lRaceway,Ipswich
OvalRacing: two-litrehot rods,
bangersStarts:1845hrsAdmission:
adult£14,child£6Web:spedeworth.
co.ukContact:01252322920
■NorfolkArena,King’sLynn
OvalRacing: two-litrebangerworld
finalStarts:1800hrsAdmission:adult
£16,child£6Web:norfolkarena.co.uk
Contact:01553771111
■CoventryStadium
OvalRacing:BriSCAF1,sprintcars
Starts:1830hrsAdmission:adult
£17,child£5Web:coventrystox.com
Contact:02476542395
■ JaguarLandRover,Halewood,
Liverpool
Autosolo:HalewoodAintreeStarts:
1000hrsAdmission: freeWeb:btrda.
comContact:01515255060

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
■Snetterton,Norfolk
BTCCmeeting:BTCC,CarreraCup,

WEDNESDAY 
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WRC:
Finland
■Highlights:
Tuesday,2000-

2100, ITV4HD

BTCCand
supports:
Snetterton
■Races:Sunday,1115-1800,
ITV4HD

IndyCarSeries:
Mid-Ohio
■Race[delayed]:Monday,
1730-2000,ESPNHD

WTCC:
Argentina
■Qualifying:Saturday,2200-
2245,BritishEurosport2HD
■Warm-up[delayed]:
Sunday,1730-1800,British
Eurosprt2HD
■Raceone:Sunday,1800-
1900,BritishEurosport2HD
■Racetwo:Sunday,2000-
2100,BritishEurosportHD

DTM:Moscow
■Race:Sunday,1215-1415,
ESPNHD

NASCARSprint
Cup:Pocono
■Race:Sunday,1700-2300,
PremierSports

NASCAR
Nationwide
Series:Iowa
■Race[delayed]:Sunday,
0830-1100,MotorsTV

XGames:Los
Angeles
■GymkhanaGrid:Sunday,
0330-0630,ESPNHD
■Rallycross:Sunday,2200-
0000,ESPNHD

NHRA:Seattle
■Qualifying[delayed]:
Sunday,1600-1800,
ESPNHD
■Finals[delayed]:Monday,
1430-1730,ESPNHD

LIVE
TV

GinettaSupercup,Ginetta Junior,
RenaultClio,FormulaFord
Starts:Saturday, racing from1340hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from0910hrs
Admission:adult£31,under13 free
Web:motorsportvision.co.uk
Contact:08709509000
■Croft,Yorks
NostalgiaWeekend:HistoricTouring
Cars,Formula Junior,HistoricFF2000,
HistoricFF1600,HistoricFormula
Three,GuardsTrophy,HistoricRoad
Sports, ’70sRoadSports,500ccF3
Starts:Saturday, racing from1315hrs
(qualifying from0930hrs)Sunday,
racing from1015hrs (qualifying from
0930hrs)Admission:adult£15,child
freeWeb:croftcircuit.co.uk
Contact:01325721815
■MalloryPark,Leics
CTCRCmeeting:Pre-2005
ProductionTouringCars,Classic
ThunderSaloons,Pre ’83TouringCars,
HistoricTouring/ClassicSaloonCars,
Pre ’93TouringCars,BlueOval
Saloons,NipponChallenge/Hyundai
Coupe,ToyotaMR2,FrenchTrophy
Starts:Saturday, racing from1410hrs
(qualifying from0930hrs)Sunday,
racing from1020hrs (qualifying from
09.30)Admission:adult£12,child
freeWeb:mallorypark.co.uk
Contact:01455842931
■Anglesey,NWales
BRSCCmeeting:TVR.MazdaMX5,
FordXR,EuroSaloonsandSports,
GlobalLights,StrykersStarts:
Saturday, racing from1420hrs
(qualifying from1000hrs)Sunday,
racing from0905hrsAdmission:adult
£12,child freeWeb:angleseycircuit.
comContact:01407811400
■BrandsHatch,Kent
BRSCCmeeting:FF1600,Formula
Jedi,Porsches,CaterhamSupersports,
CaterhamTracksports,Caterham
Roadsports,CaterhamAcademy,
OpenSports,GolfGTiStarts:
Saturday, racing from1245hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1135hrs (qualifying from
1000hrs)Admission:adult£13,
under13 freeWeb:motorsportvision.
co.ukContact:08709509000
■Pembrey,Wales
CSCCmeeting:PoweredbyJaguar,
JaguarSaloonandGT,TinTops,
SwingingSixties,FutureClassics,
Magnificent7s,ModernClassics
Starts:Saturday, racing from1320hrs
(qualifying from0900hrs)Sunday,
racing from1340hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs)
Admission:adult£12,child freeWeb:
barc.netContact:01264882200

■Craigantlet,Belfast
Hillclimb:MSABritishChampionship
Starts:0900hrsAdmission: free
Web:ulsterautomobileclub.com
■HednesfordHills,Cannock
OvalRacing:50thnational
championshipweekend,nationalhot
rodsStarts:1300hrsbothdays
Admission:adult£35weekend,child
£15childweekend(advanceprices)
Web:spedeworth.co.uk/incarace
Contact:01252322920
■TullyroanOval,Dungannon
OvalRacing:NationalWeekend,
nationalhot rods,stock rods
Starts:TBAAdmission:TBA
Web: tullyroanoval.comContact:
01252322920
■Patrickswell,CountyLimerick
Sprint: IrishFestivalofSpeed
Starts:1045hrsAdmission:TBC
Contact:0872670445

SUNDAY
■NewAldershotRaceway,
Aldershot
OvalRacing:nationalbangersbig
vans,1300ccstockcarsStarts:
1300hrsAdmission:adult£14,child
£6Web:spedeworth.co.ukContact:
01252322920
■YarmouthStadium,Great
Yarmouth
OvalRacing: two-litrestockcars,Land
RoversStarts:1730hrsAdmission:
adult£14,child£6
Web:yarmouthstadium.co.uk
Contact:01493720343
■LochgellyMotorsportComplex
OvalRacing:bangersStarts:
1400hrsAdmission:adult£10,under
12 freeWeb:spedeworth-scotland.
co.ukContact:07809361598

MONDAY
■SmeatharpeStadium,Taunton
OvalRacing:BriSCAF2,ministox
Starts:1900hrsAdmission:adult
£13,child£5Web:briscaf2.com
Contact:01872271199

TUESDAY
■YarmouthStadium
OvalRacing:ReliantRobins, rookie
rodsStarts:1930hrsAdmission:
adult£14,child£6
Web:yarmouthstadium.co.uk
Contact:01493720343
■ChestertonStadium,Stoke
OvalRacing:bangersStarts:
1830hrsAdmission:adult£12,child
£6Web:startrax.infoContact:01484
844088
Details correct at timeofpressbut
pleasecheckwitheventorganisers
before travelling tomeetings
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FormulaOnemighthave
juststartedaprolonged
summerholiday,but the
restof themotorsport
worldcertainlyhasn’t
goneonvacation.There’s
a feastof livemotorsport
thisweek, including
WRC,BTCCandWTCC
(see live timings).

Oneof themost
intriguingTVpicks this
week isaction isX
Games fromLos
Angeles. It has rallycross,
andalsoanewevent
calledGymkhanaGrid.
Effectively, it’sa rally
superspecial-styleevent,
withacourse that
demandsautotest-style
maneouvering. It’sworth

DTM is in
Russia

noting thatXGames,
IndyCarandDTMare
onESPN–which this
weekbecomespartof
theBTSportpackage
ofchannels. It’sbest to
check tomakesure
youstill get itbefore
theactionstarts.

Highlights thisweek
includeBTRDARally
Series fromtheNicky
GristStages (Friday,
2100hrs-2235hrs,
MotorsTV).There’s
also IrishRallying
(Friday,2235-2305,
MotorsTV),British
Rallycross from
Belgium(Saturday,
2000-2030,
MotorsTV)andV8
Supercars
(Saturday,2205-
0010,MotorsTV).

RALLY
FINLAND

WRCACTIONFROMTHE
‘FINNISHGRANDPRIX’

FULLREPORTFROM
SNETTERTON

BTCC
THE

ISBACK
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worth  It’s maneouvering.

DTM is in 
Russia

2205- (Saturday,
MotorsTV). 0010,
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