WAIT, THIS
SCRIPT CALLS
FOR QUITE
LARGE CAST...
WHO'S GOING
TO PLAY ALL
THIS?

NO DIALOGLUE,
NO MOVEMENT,
JUsST DEAD
STILLNESS?
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WANTED TO
SURPRISE

YOU, THAT'S ¢/

WHY WE HID
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— ME:IT Tﬁges NATIONWIDE
CONTEST, WE  tuck

KICKED OFF IN

s FORMED IN

THEN IN  Yokkalpo
TOKYO  every city

IN TOHOKU




=7%: Sorry, no idea about these names, but I'm quessing
some silly yet famous comediane in Japan? -Luchs

| EVEN HAD TO
PLAY THE
PART OF =7

WHEN IT

RAINS, WE
IN SENDAI, WE SLEEP IN
RAN OUT OF  THE TRUCK
MONEY AND HAD
TO WORK 0ODD
JOBS FOR A

MONTH

IT WAS HARD,
BUT LOTS OF
FUN

WELL, WE
BUT WE FINALLY
80 WERF RAN MADE IT TO
GOING TO [ ouTOF WE WERE T\ TOKYO
o ctreome A\ éﬁ#ﬁ%ﬁo
TO GET SOME
THE OTHER £
THREE CASH - OKINAWA ’
HAVE JOBS
THE REST OF
Us CAME
AND SHE TO SEE
> INVITED US TO  TSUKIKAGE-
PERFORM SENSE!
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CONTINUING
THE
CASTINGS

S0 YOU'RE
GOING TO
PERFORM
WITH US?
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THESE TIMES
DoN'T  ARE CRITICAL

FOR YOUR
OVER-

( Exgrr RECOVERY
YOURSELF

S0 YOU'RE
SAYING THE

$ =53\ SHOW WAS A
) 6/\ FAILLURE?

Y.

THE SHOW

" BUT WE HAD

AT TOKYO NOTHING BUT
THEATER WAS LIKE  POSITIVE
OUTSTANDING THIS  REVIEWS
ONE...
. o s
/ THE ONLY DRAW- \f__ F
=== [ BACK WAS THE AND THEIR YOLNGER THE EXCEP-
~ \ DIFFERENCES IN THE COLNTERPARTS, TIONAL PER-
@{j: —===2> NUANCES OF THE KITAJIMA MAYA AND  BY NATA%E FORMANCES,
== ADULTS AND THE AND MAJIMA RYO,
- CHILDREN RAcPNIA
Tihagh e - HIDEKI,
EXPRESS A
TRULY INNOCENT

LOVE
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BUT FOR _ THE
Now THAT FUTURE,
CHILD |5

% IMPERFECT AS

AR YOUNG  § >
/5;45 DIDN'T CATHERINE D‘;A”ETYEELL

SEEM TO sTOOD OUT CAN'T FEEL

'BLEND' WITH TOO MUCH
THE OTHER

s
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-
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SHE WAS IN
A LEAGUE OF
HER OWN

WORKING
TOGETHER

IS IMPERA- P
TIVE SN

IN A PLAY

DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE

N ADULT AND
2\ THE LONGER "1ue cuip

IT WENT
ON, THE

" TIs

WiLL
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ONSTAGE

S OWNER OF
- BARTHOLOMEW'S

. HIS FORTUNE
PASSEP TO
HIS ONLY

PAUGHTER,
MARISSA

&
4]

, THE SICKLY
SHE THEN  MARISSA, UPON
HIREP A HEARING THE
LAWYER TO  NEWS, BECAME
PROPUCE HER  EVEN MORE 50

OWN LAST WILL

MARISSA CHOSE
A% HER HEIR HER
BELOVEP POLL

' THUS DIP THE
ENY THIS PLAY WILL  copryng pASS
N TELLABOUT 1o 1 poLL
7 THE POLL

i AND THE PEOPLE
; ., INVOLVED, THE
TRl e YOLNG WIPOW, A
o T SNINDLING ARISTO-
CRAT LADY, AND THE
.. VILE-PIRECTOR WHO
SOUGHT TO BE__




SOUINDS
FANTASTIC

WE OPEN WITH
_ THE SOUND OF A

PASSENGERS
ARE ASKED
TO REMAIN
PLEASE CALM
FASTEN
YOUR
SEATBELTS

EXPERIENC-
ING
TURBULENCE
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PREVIEW,
THE
HOW MAY LAWYER..
| BE OF YOU SENT

SERVICE, FOR ME?
MISS?

Vi

MOTHER AND
FATHER LEFT
ME LONG
AGO

- PREVIEW,
| GROW | AM NOT
WEAKER EACH LONG
AND | AM DAY, DEATH IS FOR THIS
ALL BUT COMING FOR IT 1S

SPENT

WHAT WILL

HAPPEN TO SHE IS MY
HER IF | ONLY FRIEND,
WHO WILL  DIE? Bt
CARE FOR i
HER?

HOW WILL
SHE FARE?

WORLD...
ME '

ONLY ONE
PROBLEM
REMAINS

| HAVE BUT
ONE FRIEND

.J.
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MR

BETH

PREVIEW,
TAKE CARE
OF ELIZA-
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T0 DO...
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SHOULD
WE CALL

DO You
THINK 5HE'SS
A BIT..

YOU KNOW? \
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| GECURITY?
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WHILE THE
OTHERS WERE

Just
AS A
POLL |-
wouLg |/

BEING

MAYA COULP INSTRULTER
ONLY SIT
ANP WATCH

THEY ARE
VIRECTEPD BY
TSUKIKAGE-

SENSE! AT THE
HOSPITAL

- _«*ﬁ}‘;,
%
8
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AFTER
MEMORIZING
THEIR LINES

YES, SENSEI,
JUST COUNT TO
THREE

DO You
UNDER- |15
STANUZAWKWARD
FOR
you 10
APPROACH
THE DOLL

JUST COUNT
TO THREE

AFTER
THAT LINE,
GLANCE AT
BUT DON'T  THE DOLL
MOVE
ABRUPTLY

THIS DOLL IQ THEN YoU
TO INHERIT PUSH THE
THE BAR- DoLL'S
THOLOMEW JUST SHOULDER

FORTLNE!? ABIT




YOU'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE
A DOLL,
REMEMBER?

YOU'RE A
DOLL

you
WouLD
LURCH

ForRwaRp EVEN IF

you
FROM THE
pusy REMAIN IN

THE SAME

‘[( POSITION
{ ;

AGAIN!

PUSH HER
D

OVER!
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Y DON'T
GRIMACE
IN PAIN,

AN Y

YOU'RE
T00 LIMP!
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N yourRe sTiLL
WEAK, YOU
SHOULD REST

SENSE, 1S
THIS OKAY?

— —

z / HEY,
\.YOU'RE UP,

A

IF THIS DOLL
SHOULD WH%,_‘?RE
SUFFER ANy  WHOSOEVER
IRREPAIRABLE DAMAGES ~ DOING?
DAMAGE.. THIS DOLL
RELINQUISHES
HIS OR HER

RIGHTS ON HER

FLINDING WILL BE
TAKEN FROM THE
BARTHOLOMEW
FAMILY IN ORDER
TO FINANCE SAID
REPAIRS




WHO EVER THOLIGHT..

3 THIS TOUGH?
< IT'S DIFFERENT THAN R
ANYTHING ELSE I'VE g B &

EVER DONE iy o

IT'S EASIER BEING
A HUMAN

7/ AT PLAYING A DOLL WOULD BE

BECAUSE
HUMANS HAVE
FEELINGS
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WOULD A
DOLL REACT
THAT WAY?
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L TR “\/HEY. WHAT

- e
GOING TO HAVE
TO GET RID OF V!SO"LAGV: POLES

ESE DOING
i ALREADY  |igpe=

T

{/ SENSE|, |
CAN'T DO
| JUsT  TUIS

| DON'T KNOW
HOW A DOLL
MOVES

FINALLY

[ s MADE IT
’ { HERE
ol = ‘\ NOW LET'S
‘ 4,;;, g /) REHEARSE
oYy \
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HER BED
IS coLD

SHE'S BEEN
AWAY QUITE
A WHILE

WHERE DID




ILL TAKE SENSE, g

S A1 PEEL MUCH AWC gonionrvou 4 2

. BE AT THE Vel o | #
HOSPITAL? %

HERE TO BETTER
BACK OBSERVE

EVERYONE,
PLACES!
QUICKLY!
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THIS!?
YOU'RE
NOT WELL

—

ENOUGH FOR Y




WE
SHOULD
GO
T s

//

YOUR DEATH
WOULD NOT
BENEFIT ME




STOP IT,
N Masum (et
HER GET UP \
HERSELF!













WHAT IS

SHE'S THE DOLL
IN 'A STONE'S
SMILE'

| HER MOVEMENTS
- ARE..
LIMITED




HUMANS
/ DT — MOVE N
) HUMANS DON'T ALL EVEN EVERY

FALL OVER WHEN SHOWS  wugny LITTLE
BEHIND BECAUSE THE NG, THEIR THEY

DOLLS OF THE INSTINCT TO || ouTsipe
HAVE NO OPPOSE FORCE
SUCH
INSTINCT

LUNGS DO

IN THE LEGS, HANDS,

SHOULDERS, NECK, THE HUMAN O i
BACK, WAIST... THE HUMan EBOPY IS TOO Bl
THERE ARE EVERYWHERE BODY HAs [ RAGLE S
¥ MANY OF MANY JOINTS

THEY CAN
ONLY MOVE

SHOULDERS, e e

; 7 WITH S
SINCE THOSE PARTS A e AT MOST, poLs I

KNEES, EVEN IN THE
THEY ARE  oF THEIR ’ Y7 NECK, AND
N DEAD,  BODIES = % ' AND BEST CASE,

N WAIST
Y niEy are ' NV HASE
ALSO VERY

FOR MAYA
TO LEARN

| STRAPPED
BAMBOO POLES
TO HER BODY

TS JusT

ANTISEPTIC, {7/ HURTS!
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{ YOU'RE
 INSANE,

- /_/ you
WOULDN'T

LNDER-
THE THRILL
OF DOING STAND
SOMETHING

WITH ALL OF
YOUR MEART )|

HAVE YOU EVER
HEARD ABOUT MY

‘ CHILDHOOD? o

IT WAS A TIME FULL OF HARD-
SHIP, A TIME | WOULD PREFER
: NOT TO REMEMBER

| WAS A POOR ORPHAN, | HAD
TO STEAL FOR A LIVING

WHY LIVE,
YOU WONDER?

EVEN THOUGH MY LIFE WAS
NOT DIFFERENT FROM A
COCKROACHS...

| WAS REALLY
JUST VERMIN

“THEN | MET
X ICHIREN OZAKI,
e ﬁl-el-Ag;’ =WHO INTRODUCED
/

ME TO ACTING

> WAS IN
WHEN WE LOSE STAYING A

THAT SPIRIT,  ALIVE

WE DIE

| WILL KEEP
ACTING...




I, WHO WAS
WORTHLESS VERMIN,
WAS WORTH
SOMETHING ON

<)
<)\ | CHERISHED

f EVERYONE
IF YOU TAKE THAT ~ HAS SOME-

.7 AWAY FROM HER, THING THAT
“in. SHE WILL BE
REDLICED TO A
LIFELESS GIRL
WHO LIVES
ONLY
7 BECALISE

I
A
oo raY THAT'S WHAT
i RN ICHIREN 074KI
25 ‘\W“h" TAUGHT ME

WILL AS
NEVER WELL,

HAS THE 4
SHE WILL WILL TO \

FIND VALUE LIVE
WITHIN
HERSELF
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/ EVEN AFTER |
HIS WIFE

H - ( DIED

s

~

)

|

HE LOVED ME
ONLY AS AN
ACTRESS
THOUGH
NEVER AS

HAD | NOT HAD

ACTING WHEN

ICHIREN OZAKI
DIED..

=77") | WOULD
~( HAVE DIED
AS WELL B

.
i
o
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4,5,/ e

A WOMAN

8

ICHIREN KILLE

HIMSELF
BECAUSE OF

DON'T TAKE A

YOU'LL ONLY iﬁ;”&g?

REOPEN  upee DAYS
YOUR

WOLINDS

I'M USED
TO NOT
BATHING
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o ! | GHA B v/ vk s NECESSARY, |
W oo M / B WOULD RATHER
I Z WALK THAN GO
k- > \ | WISH TO WITH You
Y, / ' " SPEAK WITH _
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THAT —
A S0, CHIB, I'M JusT
DOESN'T "
NECESSARILY HOW'S LIFE TAKING YOU
MEAN YOu | HEARD NOW? HOME
WILL GET YOU EARNED
OTHER QUITE A BIT
PARTS  PERFORMING
. IN TOKYO

AFTER

> etz GRADUATING? ‘
SRS,

WHAT ARE YOUR NINTH
YOUR PLANS YEAR NOW

YOU'RE IN

PER!?

Yy

you TAKING
KIDNAP- ME,

o

JR—




| CAN'T
IT WILL BE HARD TO AFFORD

AFTER
THAT...

ACT AND WORK HIGH | WILL
SCHOOL WORK WHILE
ACTING

| IT'S BEST THAT §
YOU HAVE AN
EDUCATION

SOMETHING FIRST

PUT YOUR

EPUCATION

AHEAD,
CHIgl

I KNOW, BUT
I CAN'T DO
ANYTHING!

~ 1IF You cARe
D o Yo i
. FUTURE, GET :
D ouT OF THAT

PLACE! NOW!

DATO WILL |

TRAIN YOU AS /
AN ACTRESS |
you JusT /,f
AND SAY STHeY -
GOODBYE TO WE WILL
TSUKIKAGE- AND PAY ALL PROVIDE
SENSEl ) ———<=

EXPENSES BOARDING
SCHOOL

AND IF |



YOu WOULD
GO AGAINST

7 | DON'T
BELIEVE |

You Just
R PULL HERE




EVEN IF | HAVE
70 BEG, I'LL
NEVER GO TO
pAiTo!

DO TAKE
CARE OF
YOURSELF

- BUT WHAT |
. CAN | DO?

TOYING
" AROUND
WITH
PEOPLE
LIKE THAT

INSENSITIVE
BASTARD... §




YES,

SIR

MAYA, | THINK WE
NEED TO TALK

WE ARE HERE
TO DIScUSS
THE FUTURE
OF YOUR
EDUCATION

—— ENROLLED IN
HIGH SCHOOL? 5

EVEN UNTIL

s
HITOTSUBOSHI,
FAMOLIS FOR
IT'S DRAMA /

_—— THE CO5TS

‘—»-v/(

AND
{ > ENROLLED
-7 You IN HIGH




THEY EVEN

i HAVE SPECIAL IN THE
COURSES Ds%éﬁél

ATTENDANCE DR

15 STRICTLY

LIMITED

| WAS ASKED BY
ONE OF HIS
SUBORDINATES

HE IS SAID TO
BE QUITE A
FAN OF YOUR 4
PERFORMANCES )ﬁy 7

AH, THERE IS
A TEST AND
INTERVIEW

A S

/
17,

R

s
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|
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7 Z7 77 T T RIS

==
/ XL = PERSON WHO
&« NS | ARRANGED ALL
: / THIS GAVE
YOU THIS

o \\\\ \

THEY'VE
WON
NUMEROUIS
NATIONAL
HIGH SCHOGL

|
GATHER

YOU'VE ¢
HEARD?

11 VO A\ WO

A
2
%
2!

' ' YOU WILL

HE WANTS YOU
TO ATTEND
THAT SCHOOL
AND ENJOY

YOUR HIGH /
SCHOOL LIFE

HAVE A LOT
TO LEARN
ABOUT
ACTING




