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Giancarlo Fisichella was one of several drivers to crash as everybody struggled in the damp 
conditions during yesterday’s second practice. The Ferraris had dominated a dry morning 
session, with Felipe Massa just ahead of Spa specialist Kimi Räikkönen. But while the world 
champion’s future is still the subject of hot debate, who else has been looking at other careers?



Adrian Sutil fulfilled a lifelong ambition 
on Wednesday, when he dodged an 
explosion, fell 12 metres, jumped in a 
police car and J-turned his way to safety. 
“I’ve always said if I could do any job 
other than race cars I’d be a stuntman,” 
says the Force India driver, who claims 
to be scared of nothing but spiders. 
Trying his hand as a stunt double, Adrian 
was in Cologne on the set of action TV 
series Cobra 11, where he met the cast 
and took some tips from the show’s stunt 
team. So maybe a second career beckons 
for the German: “You get an adrenaline 
kick, just like from F1. It’s a tough job and 
I respect the people who do it very much.” 

They’re both retired F1 drivers, British, 
of a similar age, present on the same TV 
show, and have the same initials. There 
are many reasons why people confuse 
Mark Blundell with Martin Brundle, 
and the latest person to make this 
embarrassing mistake was one of the 
media shuttle drivers. On his way to the 
paddock, he overtook some of the ITV 
crew walking along the road. When he 
spotted his hero, he wound down his 
window and yelled out to Mark Blundell, 
greeting the pundit warmly: “Hello 
Martin, I’m a great admirer.” Maybe if 
he gets a second chance to meet his idol 
this weekend, he’ll get his name right.

When you have luxury homes all over 
the world, only one motor yacht probably 
isn’t enough. So Kimi has taken a leaf out 
of Vijay’s book and bought himself 
another boat. The world champion has 
reportedly spent €10 million on a 
33-metre Sunseeker Predator 108, with 
four en-suite cabins and a jacuzzi on the 
deck. A theme seems to be building with 
regard to the Finn’s spending habits, as it 

was this time last year  – when he was 
enduring another blip in results – that he 
ordered himself a smaller Predator 72. 
This was later rammed into some rocks 
by its pilot, but the boat is now back on 
the water, and will stay in Finland as 
Kimi’s new purchase floats around the 
Med, or maybe takes him to his homes in 
Dubai and Thailand. Oh well, when the 
rest of us are having a hard time at work, 
we just gorge on chocolate.

Earlier this year, a film festival was held 
at a stately home in Oxfordshire to 
celebrate the life of Jim Clark. Many 
who knew Jimmy, including Lotus 
designer Len Terry and mechanics Bob 
Dance and Jim Endruweit, were on hand 
to regale the audience with anecdotes. 
If you’d like a memento of the evening 
you can now get a DVD of the event.
Produced by Gary Critcher, who used 
to work on Bernie’s digital TV service, 
they are available priced £14.99 on 
www.jimclarkfilmfestival.com. 

Schuberth are about to launch a new 
motorcycling helmet designed by 
Michael Schumacher. Now, you might 
assume that any idea generated by 

Hmm, must have a word with our 

merchandising department; I think 

the reason my baseball caps aren’t 

selling is because we don’t offer a 

good enough deal. I went around 

the market in Valencia this morning 

and one guy offered me a McLaren-

Mercedes holdall that came 

complete with a Lewis 

Hamilton mobile phone, 

a Lewis Hamilton wallet 

and an iPod. They really 

make an effort. The Lewis 

Hamilton mobile phone is 

fi lled with numbers that 

Lewis Hamilton might 

actually call, and the 

wallet comes with fake 

Lewis Hamilton credit 

cards, passport photos 

of Lewis Hamilton 

and Lewis Hamilton’s 

Blockbuster Video 

membership card. 

They really know how 

to push the fan club 

angle! I was tempted 

to buy it, but the 

music preloaded on 

the iPod was rubbish.

I’ve just read my 
comments in today’s 
team press release. 
Apparently, I’m 
feeling upbeat 
about our chances 
for qualifying, 
despite today’s 
lack of running 
time, which 
I’m claiming 
is down to a 
gearbox malfunction. 
I’m impressed; while completely 
distorting the truth, that’s not 
actually a lie. The technical director 
is usually so quiet, and picking up 
a gearbox and hurling it at Sledge’s 
head was quite out of character. 
Then again, it’s always the quiet 
ones. Anyway, it missed Sledge, but 
took out half the rear suspension. 
By the time we’d sedated the 
technical director and coaxed the 
mechanic out from behind the tool 
locker it was too late to fi x the 
damage. Must remember to be 
upbeat in the morning.

The Secret Diary 
of Hermann Schnell, 
Aged 19 3/4

Yesterday’s homicidal lunge 
from our technical director 
had a perfectly reasonable 
explanation. Or at least perfectly 
reasonable if you’re an anally 
retentive pedant with three 
PhDs and a really big train set. 
He’s been insisting all week 
that we call the big new engine 
cover the ‘anvil’, as it doesn’t 
look anything like a shark fi n. 

(It doesn’t look much like an 
anvil either, but that seems 

to be beside the point.) 
It’s very hot here in 
Valencia, and no one’s 
had a day off for three 
months and tempers 
are a bit frayed. And 
Sledge is a pig-headed 
moron. Apparently, 
he called it the wrong 
thing once too often 
and the technical 
director snapped. 
Not that he needed 
a specifi c reason; 
in my experience 
the desire to 

bludgeon mechanics 
is more of a primal 

instinct for senior 
management.

With Valencia proving an enormous success, 
is this the end for the Circuit de Catalunya?

More news on ‘Anvil-
gate’. Apparently 
the technical director 
is rather sensitive 
whenever anyone 
mentions the big new 

engine cover, and 
it doesn’t take 
much to set him 

off. Earlier this 
year we tried it out 

at a test; it didn’t seem to make any 
sort of a difference at all and we’ve 
been using it as an ironing-board 
ever since. But over the summer 
break someone from the marketing 
department saw it, got very excited, 
and suddenly we’ve been ordered to 
run it in the race. I don’t 
understand. It doesn’t do anything; 
it’s just an enormous extra piece of 
bodywork. In fairness it doesn’t 
slow us down either, but we’ll never 
fi nd anything else as good for 
getting really sharp creases into 
our shirts.

Schumi’s brain is immediately digitised 
and developed thoroughly, and you’d 
probably be right, but in this instance, 
Bild has traced the origins of the new 
Schuberth C3 to a used napkin from the 
Ferrari motorhome. Yes, all of Schumi’s 
lid experience and design requests were 
carefully noted on a serviette at the 2005 
Spanish Grand Prix, and acted as the 
blueprint for the final product. 

Former Jordan press officer Giselle 
Davies is leaving the International 
Olympic Committee where she had been 
for six years. Giselle is looking to take 
some time out before starting a new 
chapter in her life. “Beijing is a fantastic 
high to leave on,” she says. “There comes 
a time when you reach a crossroads and 
have to make decisions about your life. 
Now is the time to move on, both 
professionally and personally.”

These days, no F1 race is complete 
without a track invasion by fans decked 
out in red and white, waving flags 
emblazoned with the words ‘Robert 
Kubica’. And you’ll find the Red Bulletin 
among that army of fans too, desperately 
trying to learn the words to the Polish 
national anthem. So we’ve got a load of 
Kubica goodies to give away, starting 
with an autographed copy of the mag  
and the gloves he wore at the European 
GP. We’ve shoved them into an Crisp Suit 
bag from our friends at Crumpler, along 
with a load of cool stuff, including: all 
four Red Bulletins from Belgium; two 
pairs of Sutro sunglasses; and our 2007 
Yearbook. Just answer this simple 
question: Where did Robert score his 
first F1 podium? Email your answer to 
us at web@redbulletinf1.com by the 
start of the Italian GP.

09:50-10:15          Formula BMW qualifying
11:00-12:00         F1 third practice                  
12:25-13:10         Porsche Supercup                                                           
                                    qualifying
14:00-15:00         F1 qualifying
16:00-17:20         GP2 race one
17:30                        Formula BMW race
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aybe it’s that I come from a country 
where the default setting for weather 
is misty and cool, or since it’s Ireland 

I’m talking about, make that wet and freezing, 
but there is something comforting about Spa. 

Walking into the circuit the other day, in the 
company of someone who has never been here 
before, I was trying to describe what this place  
is like. “It’s a proper racetrack,” I said. “There’s  
a feeling about the place; it doesn’t matter what 
year it is, you just feel like you’re on the set of 
John Frankenheimer’s Grand Prix.”

The comfort zone does of course extend to 
the place we’re staying, a small hotel in a tiny 
village with the world’s cosiest pub around the 
corner. Each day we call the owner and find out 
what’s on the menu for the 
evening, and as soon as we leave 
the track we retreat there for 
proper bistro food and beer 
strong enough to fell a mule. It’s 
no wonder the monks who brew 
the stuff feel close to God, as  
I also wake up every morning 
and see a shining white light 
stretching out before me. Then  
I realise that I’ve only been 
temporarily blinded by the 
intake of the night before. 

Still, Spa is F1’s comfort zone. 
It’s a proper racetrack, built (by 
design or happy accident) for 
drivers driving in weather that racing is 
supposed to be conducted in. This is why I quite 
fancy Kimi Räikkönen’s chances here. 

Now, given the current level of noise about 
Kimi’s fluctuating fortunes, there are plenty 
who’ll disagree that the world champion could 
experience a change in luck, but I’ll offer this as 
the leanest of reasons: We’ve been here before.

It was about this time last year, amid all the 
fuss generated by Fernando Alonso, Lewis 
Hamilton and $100m fines, that Kimi quietly 

stepped forward and set himself on the path to 
his title. In the period before Spa last year, the 
self-same questions were being asked of 
Räikkönen’s commitment. A few blistering 
early-season races had collapsed into a mid-
season slump that saw Räikkönen retire in 
Spain, finish eighth in Monaco, fifth in Canada 
and fourth in Indy, before back-to-back wins  
in France and Britain. Questions were being 
asked, though. Where’s the will to win? Was  
he asleep during some of those races? 

Looking back, those questions were just 
outrageous. With a post-halfway-point record of 
Ret, 2, 2, 3, 1 up until Monza, nothing suggests 
that he was ever in doubt as a major contender.

This year, there is cause for speculation. Post-
Silverstone, Kimi has recorded a 
sixth, a third and a retirement, 
with two wins to his credit (as 
against last year’s three to 
midway). Not in the same league, 
but definitely not the crisis some 
are suggesting. He lies third, 13 
points behind Lewis Hamilton 
and eight adrift of Felipe Massa. 
With 60 points still to race for, 
there is still room for manoeuvre. 

Kimi’s record here is brilliant: 
five attempts and three wins. Last 
year he won comfortably and, 
after triumphing here, his run-in 

record read 3, 1, 1. Granted, we have 
two more races than last year, but there is 

plenty to suggest that Räikkönen, far from 
ruling himself out of the title race in Valencia, 
could be about to stage the kind of late-season 
flourish we saw last year. Hamilton this week 
suggested that consistency will win him the title, a 
premise rubbished by both Massa and Fernando 
Alonso. Räikkönen, so inconsistent, yet still the 
defending world champion, could also add his 
voice to that chorus. A little mid-season 
meltdown seems to mean nothing to the Iceman.

Räikkönen could rule in Spa’s comfort zone.
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He’s the current King of Spa, but 
unfortunately, the title comes with 
some rather boring responsibilities
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TEAM PRINCIPAL, HONDA

“Whenever teams decide to run two very 
strong drivers, they don’t normally survive for 
more than a couple of seasons. It depends on 
the characters involved, but usually it can be 
very difficult and even destructive. Because 
strong drivers are such competitive people 
who are used to winning, it’s always hard 
when one of them doesn’t succeed.

“To have a team built around one man is one 
option, although some people complain about 
the sporting element. At Ferrari with Michael 
Schumacher, I was always comfortable with 
the arrangement. Both drivers got the same 
equipment and if there was ever a 50-50 decision, 
it went in Michael’s favour. End of story. If the 
day came that the other driver had the chance to 
win the world championship, it would have gone 
in his favour. Michael knew that. So it wasn’t 
favouritism because it was Michael.

“The ideal scenario for a team is to have 
a super guy like Michael and someone who’s 
coming through who wants to learn and benefit 
from him and who doesn’t rock the boat too 
much. The last year I was at Ferrari with 
Felipe Massa was a good relationship, so there 
is a good argument for the strong driver with 
someone who’s ambitious but knows their 
station. If you look at McLaren, I’m sure that
Heikki Kovalainen is extremely ambitious and 
competitive, but there is a natural order there 
at the moment. If that gets disturbed, it will be 
interesting to see what happens as stability 
and tranquillity in the team is key.”

0908 

Getting the chemistry right 
between two drivers in a team is 
a tricky science, much harder to 

predict than the mechanical issues that most F1 engineers are used to. 
We asked the experts what they 
look for, and who they would 
choose as ideal team-mates.

➜

Felipe MassaMichael Schumacher
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Jarno Trulli
“You need to have two drivers who have a 
good relationship and, if you look at F1 today, 
Lewis and Heikki work really well together. 
McLaren have the best combination of drivers 
at the moment and that’s important as it helps 
the team to move forward.

“Felipe Massa and Kimi Räikkönen also 
work together well, but I don’t think they do 
anything away from the racetrack. Lewis and 
Heikki do because McLaren has a Finnish 
physio, so both drivers train together in Finland. 
It just makes life so much easier.

“The whole team need to work together to 
share telemetry and data and this is important, 
not just for the team, but for the constructors’ 
championship, too. It’s so much better for 
McLaren when you compare it to the disaster 
of last year when there was so much in-fighting 
between Lewis and Fernando Alonso. You 
seldom see that, but it started so early in the 
season. I don’t think I ever had any big problems 
with any of my team-mates, but if I ever had one 
or two disagreements or fights then we’d quickly 
get back together and get on with things.”

“Niki and Gerhard. Lauda because of his 
methodical approach to racing, plus he just 
has so much character and intelligence and a 
brain that works like some kind of computer. To 
complement that you would have Gerhard and 
his very forthright approach, his speed and, of 
course, the parties… I do think they would have 
got on perfectly together.

“You need to have two drivers who can both 
deliver and these two would. Also they would 
never have got into trouble with each other. 
Gerhard never crashed with Ayrton Senna 
during his whole time at McLaren and, likewise, 
Niki never collided with Alain Prost. 

“Not only that, but the combination of the 
two would have been brilliant; they always 
brought the car home. Niki had 54 podiums 
and Berger 48. That says a lot.

“People always tell me that Senna was a 
quick driver, but who do you think has more 
fastest race laps between him and Gerhard? 
You would say Senna, but actually the score is  
21 to 19 in Gerhard’s favour. So it would be a 
great driver pairing.”

“This is an easy one for me: the two drivers 
I would want in my team are the two we have 
at Toyota. The combination of an experienced 
driver who’s quick, with a fresh, young driver 
who has a lot of potential is perfect. Because 
of his experience, Jarno has a lot of knowledge 
about technical aspects and, particularly with 
a new car, it is easy for him to focus on the most 
important issues or problems that the car has.

“But what we also have with Jarno and Timo 
is two drivers who place different demands on 
the car because of their different driving styles. 
Jarno likes a strong rear axle and a stable car 
that has a little understeer, while Timo prefers 
a car with more oversteer. What that does is  
help us to explore and broaden the working 
window of what the chassis is capable of. The 
main concept – aero-efficiency and driveability 
– doesn’t change, but their different demands 
allow us to further explore the window of 
performance and the TF108’s characteristics.

“So for me, from a technical point of view, this 
is a perfect combination, and at the moment 
they are really challenging each other.”

“I’ve heard so much about Clark, that he had so 
much raw natural speed, and Senna too. It would 
be a fascinating combination. Clark, the humble 
one, and a gentleman; it would be a harmonious 
relationship. It would also be pretty equal – 
unlike the situation I had at Super Aguri. There, 
I was not the golden boy, as the team was built 
around Takuma Sato. I had a bit more speed in 
qualifying, while Taku had the advantage of 
around 80 GPs to fall back on. We worked pretty 
closely to improve the team, but it was hard to 
be in a team that was completely focused on him. 

“It might sound bitter, but I actually enjoyed 
it. A lot of drivers would have suffered in that 
environment, but I loved the fact I could put 
people’s noses out of joint. I figured it out early 
on and grew stronger from it. I’m someone who 
never gives up and it was a huge motivation.

“A few times at Ferrari, with Irvine and 
Barrichello, you saw a few storms brewing. If 
there were three of you in a team, it would be 
fine, but it becomes personal when it’s just two 
of you. F1’s a tough business – you either take 
it personally or rise to the top.”

“If I had an unlimited budget and a competitive 
car I would put together, believe it not, 
Fernando Alonso and Lewis Hamilton. You 
remember Prost and Senna? It’s the same. Your 
first enemy is your team-mate and you have to 
beat him. Always. You must bear the pressure 
that they give you. And you also learn from your 
mistakes much more than you do from winning, 
so if Alonso was to go back to McLaren, he 
would be a stronger driver. The same is true for 
Hamilton. I bet he believes it’s more fun to fight 
with a driver like Alonso.

“The only downside is the challenge for the 
team principal or team manager, trying to keep 
the situation under control. But if you’re in the 
best team and you beat your team-mate by just 
0.1s, the result is that you beat everybody else 
too. Prost and Senna weren’t easy to handle, but 
look at the championships they won.

“Drivers are professional and they know 
that if they hit each other then they lose the 
race. So it’s a balancing act. If you want the two 
fastest drivers, you always have this problem.

“Don’t forget Lewis lost the title at the final 
race with a car problem, not because of Alonso. 
They won so many races, it was good for McLaren. 
This is why F1 is called the piranha club, and it’s 
the same for drivers within the team.”

“Working with a mix of youth and experience 
would seem ideal, but at Jordan, when we took 
experienced drivers from Williams, like Boutsen 
and Hill, they often wanted to make the car into 
the car they’d had before – something that’s not 
always practical. With the young driver, it’s 
easier. You give them the best car that you can, 
and they adapt. Michael Schumacher was a great 
example. He would drive what he had on the day 
and make it work. The blend of youth with youth 
is hard too, because you invariably get two 
drivers pulling in different directions. They’re 
ambitious, and have a lot to prove, so often don’t 
help one another. But I’d go for that, simply 
because a good engineer can make it work. 

“It’s the same thing with a meeting of equals, 
as with Senna and Prost, and that can be 
counterproductive. Invariably, one driver starts 
to get presents of new bits, and that’s when the 
smoke starts to come out of the other’s ears. 
Neither are getting what they think they should.

“Of drivers I’ve worked with, Rubens 
Barrichello and Giancarlo Fisichella would 
work – true talents, and they’d be sympathetic 
towards one another. But how about Eddie 
Irvine and Ralf Schumacher? They’re both 
gorillas, but would drive the wheels off the car – 
zero finesse, but you’d get a result.”

“You need to have one experienced driver and 
one young guy in a team. This is probably the 
best way to get results and this is what we will 
have at Red Bull Racing next year with Mark 
Webber and Sebastian Vettel. The latter is 
up-and-coming. He’s fast and intelligent, he’s 
built up a good relationship with everyone at 
Toro Rosso, has a great personality and he’s also 
bloody young. So the combination with Mark, 
who’s older and has more experience, will be 
a good partnership for us. 

“It’s a good security blanket to have an older 
team-mate because if something goes wrong 
in the set-up of the car, then the experienced 
driver is able to deal with it, to help the young 
one and not get lost. You can look at the data 
from the other driver and, of course, Mark won’t 
tell him everything, but it’s part of our team 
philosophy to work together. 

“This will be the best solution for us, and of 
course Vettel will have to prove himself because 
Mark is one of the best qualifiers on the grid, 
but we are building up Vettel and we have 
someone who is proven.

“However, in an ideal world I would have 
loved to have seen Jochen Rindt in the team 
and Vettel would be great alongside him. 
That would be my dream team.”

“Definitely Prost and Senna, or today it would 
be Räikkönen and Alonso. You need two 
heavyweights, as they will push the team more 
than having a number one and a number two. 
If you put Alonso against Räikkönen, he’d 
respect Kimi much more than he respected 
Lewis, because Lewis was just a rookie last year. 
He looks at Kimi more as an equal. You find the 
most complete drivers, and experience helps as 
well. Schumacher was the most complete in the 
recent past, and today Alonso is the same.

“Prost and Senna dominated. Even though 
the atmosphere in the team was a bit shit, the 
bottom line is winning. And they’ll push like hell 
to beat the other one. You need two fast, equally 
committed drivers and the results will come 
naturally. Look at Mansell and Piquet – they were 
pretty strong. If they didn’t have those two, would 
Williams have been that strong? Probably not.

“Respect is key. Bruno Senna [iSport GP2 
team-mate] and I respect each other’s abilities. 
We look at the data together, and we’ve been 
pushing each other all year. There’s a mutual 
respect there and I think that’s important.

“I’d also like to see Kimi Räikkönen and 
James Hunt in the same team, sponsored by 
Finlandia vodka and Red Bull. That would 
be a great combination!”

Alain Prost/
Kimi Räikkönen

Ayrton Senna/
Fernando Alonso

Jim Clark Ayrton Senna

Driver pairings are never easy to manage, 
and it doesn’t seem as if consulting the 

astrology charts would help, as we discovered 
with the help of the Red Bull crystal ball.

Timo Glock

Mark Webber/
Jochen Rindt
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It was all smiles at the Energy 
Station’s Chilled Thirstday  
as the La Formula Unas got 
into the spirit of the grand  
prix weekend and introduced 
some glamour into the 
evening’s proceedings. 
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he track was soaked and there  
was a virtual sandstorm being 
whipped up by an evolving gale. 
Modern protocol dictates that racing 
drivers would be obliged to follow 

the safety car for a lap or four, but in 1977 they 
were sent out on their warm-up lap – and on 
slicks. Even by the standards of the day, this was 
foolish, and that much eventually dawned on 
officials. The start procedure was duly aborted, 
the race declared ‘wet’ and the 
drivers offered an opportunity 
to fit suitable tyres. All but 
one happily complied:  
the defending world 
champion, James Hunt, 
opted to remain on 
slicks, a gamble  
that ruled him  
out of contention.

When the race 
finally began, 
John Watson 
(Brabham-
Alfa) beat 
poleman 

followed suit: it was not a good stop, though, and a 
jammed wheel nut cost him a significant amount 
of time. The contemporary press hailed the speed 
of Ferrari’s pitlane work: championship leader 
Niki Lauda benefited from a “truly fantastic”  
tyre change that had taken only 18 seconds…

When the race settled down after the stops,  
the Austrian led and Nilsson was fighting back 
from 13th. By the time it began to drizzle again, 
just before half-distance, he was up to sixth. 
“Gunnar simply drove brilliantly that day,” 
Petersens says. “Everything just clicked.”

By lap 36, Nilsson  
was third – and four  
laps later that became 
second when Mass spun.  
Lauda was now the  
sole remaining obstacle. 
Driving the slick-shod 
Lotus with great delicacy 
in the slippery conditions, 
Nilsson caught the leader 
on lap 49 and passed him 

soon afterwards. He then pulled away easily to 
clinch a comfortable victory for the first – and, as 
it would transpire, only – time in a grand prix.

“Adrenaline is a wonderful thing,” says 
Petersens. “Gunnar was already suffering from 
back pain by then. It didn’t affect him too much  
during races, but he would be acutely aware of  
it afterwards. He put it down to an ill-fitting seat, 
but of course it was the first sign of the cancer  
that eventually claimed him.”

The Belgians’ copy of the Swedish national 
anthem kept jamming on the turntable during the 
rainy post-race ceremony, but such details weren’t 
about to remove the sheen from the winner’s day. 
“He received a congratulatory telegram from  
the King of Sweden,” says Petersens, “and that 
evening Gunnar, Mario Andretti and I went out 
for dinner. The two of them were theoretically 
bitter rivals, of course, but there was real warmth 
and friendship between them, and Mario was 
genuinely delighted that Gunnar had broken  
his duck. He also insisted that Gunnar paid for 
dinner and said, ‘Freddy, we’re going to have five 
courses – don’t look at the left-hand side of the 
menu, just choose whatever is most expensive.’

“Gunnar was always serious about his racing, 
but he was also a bit of a playboy. I think Belgium 
changed his attitude, though. It was a day of 
realisation, because he suddenly appreciated 
that he could beat these other guys. Sadly,  

we were never to see the fruits of that.”
Poor reliability and several accidents 
restricted Nilsson to just one more 

podium finish in 1977, at Silverstone. 
He signed a deal to join 
Arrows for 1978, but his 
deteriorating condition 
dictated that he would 
never again grace the 
Formula One stage. He 
passed away on October 

20, 1978, aged 29. A

Mario Andretti (Lotus) off the line, but the fastest 
two qualifiers were in for a short afternoon. With 
visibility severely compromised by the spray, 
Andretti clipped the back of Watson’s car before 
the opening lap was complete, and both drivers 
spun into retirement. Andretti’s team-mate 
Gunnar Nilsson, following just behind, ran off the 
road at the same point, and Jody Scheckter (Wolf) 
swept through to lead from the recovering Swede.

In 1976, Nilsson had made a decent start to  
his grand prix career with Lotus, but his second 
season began awkwardly. Lotus were beginning 
to forge a pioneering  
path with ground-effect 
aerodynamics and their 
younger driver was 
finding it hard to  
adapt. While Andretti 
consistently qualified 
strongly, Nilsson was 
struggling to make the 
top 10. His room-mate – 
and great friend – was 
journalist and compatriot Freddy Af Petersens: 
“Gunnar hadn’t been able to understand why he 
was so much slower than Mario,” says Petersens, 
“and a couple of races earlier, in Spain, the two of 
us had stayed up until about three in the morning, 
chatting about his concerns on our hotel balcony. 
I told him, ‘Look, Mario has been racing for  
about 150 years and you started approximately 
yesterday.’ I think that relaxed him a bit.”

Qualifying in Belgium hadn’t gone entirely 
smoothly – Nilsson blew an engine and  

was forced to switch to the spare car. He 
stuck it third on the grid, though, and – 

reunited with his race chassis – ran  
a comfortable second as Scheckter 

edged away on the now-drying 
track. The South African led 

until he spun, on lap 17, just 
as Nilsson conceded a place 
to McLaren’s Jochen Mass. 
By this point, drivers were 
beginning to pit for slicks, 
and on lap 18, Nilsson 
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FREDRIK AF 
PETERSENS:
WATCHES

HOBBIES 

y interest in watches started at the 
very first Hungarian Grand Prix in 
1986. A group of journalists were 
invited by the tourism authority to 

spend three days travelling around the country. 
Our first port of call was a small village just 
outside Budapest. There was an antiques shop 
there where I found an old pocket watch. It was 
slightly scruffy, but I liked it, so I bought it.

Back in London, I took it to a specialist to 
check the insides were OK and clean it. When  
I returned a week later, the man was curious as  
to where I’d bought it. It’s an Omega Silver from 
1925, he said, and it’s worth rather a lot of money. 

Now I must have 100 watches, all stored in  
a wooden case and protected in tissue paper. 
Around 25 of them are valuable pieces, many  
of which are from the 1920s and ’30s, and I’m 
fascinated by the history behind them as well as 
the styling. All of them are manual and require 
regular winding-up. I wear each one only for 
three days at a time to keep them in good order.

The first thing I look at on a watch is the back, 
to see if there are any traces of rust where it 
closes: this is caused by salt in the wearer’s sweat 
and if it gets inside and rusts the mechanism, the 
watch could be worthless. You might have noticed 
people in Asia wearing their watches on top of 
their shirt cuff to stop this happening.

One of my favourite wristwatches came to me 
via an old friend in the paddock – it’s a limited-
edition Longines with hour-angle bezel that  
was designed by the famous aviator Charles 
Lindberg. Longines, who used to do the official 
timing for F1, made 1,000 of these, and as I knew 
someone senior at the company, I asked if I could 
have one. In the end he gave it to me as a gift, but 
only in return for me allowing him membership 
to Formula One’s cigar club.

I bought most of my watches on trips to 
Singapore, either en route or returning from  
the Australian Grand Prix. Twenty years ago  
the prices there were significantly less than in 
Europe and I became friends with a couple of 
dealers there, and would sometimes purchase 
pieces from black-market traders. But then the 
prices skyrocketed, apparently because all the 
Alitalia pilots realised how cheaply they could 
buy chronograph watches on Orchard Road. 

Prices keep going up and up worldwide, and 
it’s becoming a serious collectors’ market. As  
a result I haven’t bought one in 10 years, but  
I’ve never sold one either. 

There is one more watch, though, that I would 
like to acquire. I haven’t a single Rolex in my 
collection, because every man and his dog has 
one, but I would adore a Rolex Prince from the 
1930s, with its handsome rectangular face. That is 
the only Rolex that does it for me. One day I will 
buy one, then my collection will be complete.

LOVE HATE/



LUCKY NUMBERS

SIMON ARKLESS
A paddock veteran of several million spark plugs, brakes and clutches, Champion’s Simon 

Arkless is on the verge of retirement, 60 years after his dad took him to his first race.

8,000
1973 519
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MOMENT IN TIME
The Belgian Grand Prix of 1961, the third race of that 
season, was all about the Scuderia’s assault on the world 
title with a radical and beautiful new ‘Sharknose’ machine. 
But what happened there?
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