
How to Sew with Cork 

So many people must have misunderstood me when they have read the word “Cork”. We usually 

understand it comes only in bottles but that’s not true. People who are experienced in sewing 

must know what I am talking about but all the beautiful sewers who are at the beginning of their 

career must understand that cork is also a kind of fabric which is used to sew the bags and 

pouches as well. 

This fabric is not that hard to deal with and today we are telling you about how you can deal with 

this kind of fabric when sewing something on best rated sewing machines for beginners out of 

this fabric. 

1 - No Pinning: 

Pinning is an important factor when it comes to stitching. When you are stitching the light-

weight fabric then thick pinning can destroy the fabric and if you are sewing with the leather 

then also pinning can leave holes in the fabric which are not possible to mend. The nature of cork 

fabric is more like leather and once you have chosen the fabric then you need to take care of it. 

 

Sew with cork on a basic sewing machine 

At the time of sewing with the cork, you must not use any kinds of pins. These pins are going to 

leave a hole in the fabric. Instead of pins, you can use craft pins to hold the pieces together 

without damaging any of the fabric. You can also use fabric tape as well which is easy to adjust 

and easy to remove from the cork fabric. 

2 - Cutting Fabric: 

https://www.dailymotion.com/bestsewingmachineforbeginners


Cutting of any kind of fabric is one of the most tricky things you can come across in the 

stitching. If you want to be a good sewer then first you have to be good at cutting. You must 

understand what fabric requires what kind of cutting? First, you need to analyze whether the 

fabric is stretchy or not? If the fabric is stretchy then you have to take precautions while cutting 

it. 

When it comes to the cork then if you are working for the first time with this kind then don’t 

forget to use the chalk and other sewing stationary for the marking. It’s important to know the 

points from where you should start cutting. You can use a sharp pair of scissors or a rotary cutter 

to avoid any mistakes. Always mark at the back of the fabric as it will be difficult for you to 

remove the marks later. 

3 - Trimming Bulk: 

As you must have observed it that the material used in the bags is thick in nature. At the time of 

stitching such fabric, you just don’t have to keep an eye on the stitching quality but you also 

have to take care of the bulk seams. Seams are quite delicate to understand and one needs to be 

extra careful when you want the project to look professional and bulk-free. 

Cork is the sturdy fabric and in the end, you definitely want to trim the edges with the help of 

sharp scissors. Once the project is ready, you have to make sure that every corner of the fabric is 

up to the mark and there is no bulk in the corners. You can leave some of the fabric in the project 

to give a little structure to the project. 

4 - Raw Edges: 

When you are sewing with the cork fabric then at the time of creating straps or when you are 

attaching the zipper to the bag, you can leave the edges raw. When you will sew cork at entry 

level sewing machine then the best thing which can make your sewing easy is to leave the raw 

edges. Cork is the sturdy fabric so you don’t have to worry about the delicate nature. 



 

Sew with cork 

The best thing about the fabric cork is that it’s not going to unravel and this can give relief to the 

sewer. There will be no need for serger in order to change the edges. You can visit 

https://craftsselection.com/best-sewing-machines-for-beginners/ for more relevant 

information about best entry level sewing machine and how to use these sewing machines. 

5 - Iron: 

Iron can make your fabric tame no matter if it’s thick in nature or delicate. Iron can always bring 

finishing and professional touch to the fabric. The cork fabric is easy to iron and you don’t have 

to use a press cloth or any kind of precaution to press it. But one thing is that iron can’t make the 

edges and seams of the iron crisp for a longer time. 

To get the crispy edges, you have to top stitch. The cork fabric is already stiff enough so you 

don’t have to use the interfacing. If you will use extra interfacing then it can make your fabric 

too stiff to handle and work will be messy. Keep it simple and once you are done with the 

topstitching then you can have crispy edges by ironing. You can use synthetic settings as well for 

the professional look. 

6 - Needle and Thread: 

Of course, when you are working on any kind of project no matter what, the first thing is to 

check out the settings of the sewing machine. If the machine is not working properly and giving 

broken stitches then you need to adjust the settings or you need to change the needle and thread. 

For the cork fabric, you can use 80 universal needle and regular thread. Presser's foot is going to 

be a plus point. 

https://craftsselection.com/best-sewing-machines-for-beginners/


Before you start working on the cork fabric, you need to take an extra piece of it and check the 

sewing machine settings. If the settings along with the needle and thread are in good condition 

then the results will be according to your expectation as well. 

Final words 

If you are fond of accepting challenge even in just the beginning of the career then cork fabric is 

one of the most amazing things you can attempt. If you have the best starter sewing machine 

then start sewing projects which can enhance your skills and worth. You can also watch 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21_gr1YZBGk for more information and tutorials. 
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