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hirty-two
British
drivers have
won the
LeMans
24 Hours.
There’severy
chance the number could
riseto33in 2016, given
half of the six works LMP1
entries have a Brit aboard.
But forthat tohappen
requires either Audi,
which fields Oliver Jarvis
in its #8 car, or Toyota, which
has Anthony Davidson in #5
and Mike Conway in #6, to
topple Porsche. No easy
task at Le Mans.
Thenumbersaren’t
encouraging. Porsche dominated
LeManslast year and has only
beenbeatenonce inthelasteight
World Endurance Championship
rounds. But Audiand Toyota have
already proved much stronger in
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2016 than they were for much
of last year. Soit’sgameon.
The AudiR18e-tron quattro
carriesthesamenameasits
predecessors, which stretch
backto2011,butit’savery
different car this year. Built
around anew moncoque, with
radically different high-nose
aerodynamicsandastepup
from the four megajoule class
to6MJ hybrid division, which
necessitated amove from flywheel
tolithium-ion battery storage
technology, it already hasa win
andapoleposition toitsname.
Jarvis, sharing with Lucasdi
Grassiand Loic Duval, claimed
hisfirst WEC win at Spalast
monthandisrevellinginthenew
car—even though the aggressive
stepmeans winter testing was
troubled and the odd mechanical
gremlinstillrearsitshead on
theturbodiesel machine.
“It’sgoingtobeatough 24 Hours

up tweaks for Le Mans should boost Audi’s LMP1 chances

ING
BHITISH

Edd Straw speaks to the homegrown_
-talent that will Iead the charge to -

and it’s goingtobe damned close,”
saysJarvis. “Youjustcan’tcall
it. Porsche seemstohaveapace
advantage uptoacertainpoint,
but thatdoesn’t mean anything
intheraces withoutreliability.
“Wehadtobesoaggressive on
the development and really push
thelimits, so youare goingtohave
issues. Youbringnew partsall
thetimeandaren’tgettingas
much testingasin previous
years. We'reaware that, witha
completely new car, we’ve got
tomake surereliability isupto
Audi’susual standards.
“Iwouldn’tsay we
underestimated the challenge,
but people do underestimate
the complexity of thesecars.
Everythinginfluences everything
else.It’snotjustabout the new
battery, all the systems have to
talk toeach other. Wedidn’t
have the smoothest winter, so
wearrived at Silverstone with
unknowns. Butit’s started well.”
While the Audi was actually the
least competitive of thethreecars
atSpainaraceof attrition, this
wasa consequence of itslow-
downforce package beingtoo
trimmed out. It will be a different
story come Le Mans.
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Audlmo_n Spa’s World Endurance round

DENSO

Tt HY BRI

Butthe carthatflewat Spa, in
racetrim atleast, wasthe Toyota
TS050 HYBRID. The marque’s
insipid defence of its2014 WEC
crown last year (itsfastestracelap
atLe Mans was 3.4 seconds off the
pace)ledtoarapidresponse. A
new energy-storage systemanda
moveup tothe8MJ class, with the
supercapacitor systemreplaced
withlithium ion batteries, was
already planned but the 3.7-litre
atmospheric engine was also
binned infavour of a hastily-
developed 2.4-litre twin-turbo V6.

AtSilverstone, the car wasnota
victory threat but that was always
expected tobe Toyota’s weak
track. Butat Spaitledforthree
hoursinthehandsof Davidson,
Sebastien Buemiand Kazuki
Nakajima before the enginelet go.
A dramaticdifference to2015.

“It was soul-destroyinglast
year,” says Davidson. “Nobody
deservestodrive for the same
team they won the championship
with, get the shiny number one
and go out todefend thetitlelike
that.Iloved it up until the prologue
test, then it was worthless! Nobody
could believe the 6s gain Porsche
had from 2014 to’15-we were
happy with two!

“It’sbecause of thatsituation
that wenotonly had toredesign
the hybrid system, but the engine
as well. That was supposed tobe
done over one or two years, not
six months. We have got to be
relatively happy with what short
atimeframe we had todesignand
develop this car, particularly the
powertrain side of things. We can
still extract more performance
outof itastimegoeson.”

While the World Endurance
Championship isacoveted prize,
LeMansisthebigone. Toyota
hasadifficultrelationship with
therace that it should have won
several times in the past, most
recently in2014, butnever has.
Davidson, too, hasnot won in eight
attempts, soit’sa very bigdeal for
both. For Toyota, winning Le
Mans has become an obsession.

“If we win Le Mans by any
means, we will take itand we
willdeserveit,” hesays. “Whether
we canwin iton purespeed, I'm
not 100 per cent confident butI'm
certain we’ll bealotbetterthan
lastyear.I've never seen theteam
sofocused on thatonerace.”

Jarvisiseven more bullishabout
Audi’s chances than Davidson is
of Toyota’s. Not only has the Audi

HOW PORSCHE AIMS TO KEEP TOPSPOT » 9 > PAGE4

been the only car tobeat Porsche to
apolethisyearat Silverstone, but
heexpectsLe Manstobethe car’s
besttrack.

“Itis probably our biggest
opportunity in pure performance
terms,” hesays. “Therulesare
written with Le Mans inmind so
Idon’tsee why we can’t take the
fightto them. We havea good
downforce package and while we
aremissing the extra 2MJ of boost
Porsche and Toyota have, that has
theleasteffect at Le Mans because
the straightsaresolong. Ourtop
speed certainly isn’tbad [the
Audiwasfastest of thethree
manufacturersat Spa]. Butalot
of itwill come down tomaking
the tyres work. With all this
technology, peopleforget it’s
thefourtyresthatare in contact
with thetrack and if youdon’t
getthem towork, itcan’tdo
anythingforyou.”

Areminder thatnomatter how
cuttingedge the carsbecome, abig
partof winningat Le Mansisthe
connection between the car and
theroad. History suggests that
Britsare pretty damned good at
deliveringon thatscoreatLe
Mans, and this year they definitely
have the equipment to win.
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orsche heads
intothe 2016
LeMans24
Hoursasthe
favouriteto
take what
would be its 18th win in the
endurance classic.

Afterall, itdominatedlastyear’s
race, ithasonlyfailed to winone
World Endurance Championship
round in the past year and hashad
thefastest car in the openingtwo
rounds of thechampionship over
asinglelap. Butmany in the team
arequick todownplay the tagof
favourite. It’s easy to write that off
asarefusal totempt fate, butit’sa
legitimate position.

The Silverstoneand Spa WEC
rounds have hardly been slam-dunks
for Porsche, which hasn’tactually
won either on the road -its victory
inthe opener only cameafter the
winning Audi was excluded for
illegal plank wear. Audi and Toyota
haveredoubled their efforts with
new cars, primarily asaresult of
beingground into the dust by Porsche
lastyear, and the cracks have started
toappear in Stuttgart’sfinest. SoLe
Mansisbeautifully setupasarace
between evolution and revolution.
Porscherepresentingthe former,
upstarts Toyota and Audi the latter.

Butevolution doesn’tmean it
has stood still. The monocoque of
the Porsche 919 Hybrid remains
unchanged, but there have been
plenty of upgrades, sothisisno
tired, tried and tested package.

The car could bedescribed as
longinthetooth, butall of thisalso
comes on top of major revisions
ahead of lastseason thatturned
itintothe dominantforce.

“There have been updates on the
aerodynamics, the suspension, the
weightand the hybrid system,” says
team principal Andreas Seidl. “We
have improved the engine in terms
of combustion, gasexchangeand
frictionallosses. Wehave madea
reasonable step fromlast year.”

Porsche hashadtocutback
from three totwo cars for Le Mans,
meaninglast year’s winningtrio of
Earl Bamber, Nico Hulkenbergand
Nick Tandy are absent from its
LMP1ranks (Hulkenbergwon’tbeat
LeMans, whilethe othertwoarein
the works Porsches in GTE Pro (see
pagesix). Havingtwo bullets in
the chamberrather than threeisn’t
ideal, especially given the winning
crew last year managed to get the
tyres working overnight far better
thanthesistermachines. Butitis
atleaston equal terms with both
Toyotas, which has always run two

carssinceitsreturnin2012,and
Audi, which hasalso cut back.
Driver Neel Jani shrugs off the
disadvantage. He says: “Porsche
hasagood enough structure to have
twoorthreecars, it doesn’t matter.”
Generally, the #1 car of Mark
Webber, Timo Bernhard and
Brendon Hartley has been to the fore
inrecenttimes, winninglast year’s
titleandleadingboth at Silverstone
and Spa early on before hitting
trouble. But the #2machine of Neel
Jani, thereal ace card in Porsche’s
line up, Romain Dumas and Marc
Liebhasalsobeenrapid andleads
the 2016 points. Itisameasure of
how unpredictable the season has
been thatsecond in the standings is
oneof theprivateer Rebellion crews.
ThePorschetrioonlyleads because
theylimped home second at Spa after
hybrid power was compromised in
theearlylapsinanattritionalrace.
Sothepictureis inconclusive.
The car is certainly improved
and Porsche has worked to tackle
theundersteer troubles it has
historically faced with the 919
Hybrid. Not that this is especially
helpful at Le Mans, but the reduction
of energy permitted perlapby 7.5 per
centmeansregulations havealsofed
intoupsettingthe competitive order.
There’sno indication thatany of

- .w\

the three teams will beatany
advantage in terms of range. Last
year,each managed 13-lap stints
under green-flag conditionsand
it’slikely tobeasimilar story this
year even with thereduction inthe
permitted fuel. Tyre management
isalsonotthe weaknessitwasa
coupleof yearsagofor the Porsche.
And whilethePorscheislikely,
althoughnotadead cert, tobethe
fastest it won’t be by amassive
margin, especially given it’s yettobe
seen how the fuel regulations might
affect the pace balance-of-power. So
thebiggest variable isreliability.
Porsche’s massive stride forward
inpacefrom 2014 to’15hasforced
Audi and Toyota to goaggressive.
Inturn, Porscheistryingtoscrew
everylast iota of performanceout
of itspackagetostay ahead. The
result? Reliability isnot guaranteed.
Infact, only once in four attempts
in WEC this year hasoneof the
Porschesrun cleanly —not that
mechanical problems can be
blamed for Hartley’s brainfade
while lapping Mike Wainwright’s
GTE Am Aston Martinat
Silverstone that put the #1 carout.
“Spawasacrazyracewith
reliability issues,” says Jani. “Le
Mans will be very, very interesting
because of this.Itisnevereasy.”
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Porsche has gone for an
evolutionary approach

Inevitably, Porschelook to
downplay the question marks over
reliability, but the picture is clear
tosee. Audidriver Lucas di Grassi
suspects this will be the story of
therace.

“You have to take risks, you have to
be aggressive and you have to push
technology forward,” says di Grassi.
“You takerisks for performance, but
now it’s so stretched in technology
that people are havingreliability
problems-notjust us, but Toyota,
Porsche, everyone.

“That’s goingto be the story at
LeMans. It could be like 2013 when
one car was inthelead, then it was
inthe pits, then another.”

Sounusual have the reliability
problems been thatnot only isthe
battle between the manufacturers
hard to call, but some have even
tipped the privateers for a shock
victory. Afterall, Rebellion has
finished third and fourth in the
openingtwo WECrounds! But that
remainsafanciful scenario.

Onpaper, this should be Porsche’s
racetolose. Forallitsreliability
problems, it should be the strongest,
ithasthe most mature car,ateam
that’sonthe money operationally
and arecord of successnoneof its
rivalshave come close tomatching
over thepast 18months. B
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Whyex-FH crewhas switched toendurance racmg andwhyle Mansis special. By Rob Ladbrook

ohn Booth and
Graeme Lowdon
take great pride in
their work. They’ve
beenthere, done
itand bought the
proverbial T-shirts
when it comes to world
motorsportevents.

Through their Manor Motorsport
organisation they’ve scaled the
single-seaterladder-from Formula
Renault, to F3and GP2, eventually
culminating in a points-scoring
Formula1entry. It’sbeen 26 years
of hard graft. They’vereached the
heights, experienced thelows,
and learnt essentially all there was
tolearnaboutformularacing.

Exceptnow they’reright back
where they started. The challenge
isnew. Thelearningcurve isnear-
verticalagain,and thistimethe
racesareatadlonger.

The formation of the Manor
WEC team to compete in the LMP2
division of the FIA World Endurance
Championship wasn’tatotal
surprise. Instead it’san inspiration.

TheF1team wasailing. Booth and
Lowdon announced they would leave
Manor-Marussiaatthe end of 2015,
citingadifference in opinion with
team owner Stephen Fitzpatrick.

The F1dream was over. The
resources gone, the knowledge
retired. So, whatnow?

“When we left Manor F1 we had
nothing-notevenascrewdriver
toourname,” says Lowdon. “We’d
doneeverythingwe could in F1, but
we weren’tdone withracing. We

still wanted to compete, so welooked
atour optionsand LMP2just stuck
outastheperfect opportunity.

“There’ssuchanattraction with
aformulalike this. As Manor we’ve
always foughtat the sharpend of
everything we’ve done, whether
thatbeactually on track or onthe
commercial side of things.InF1
itwasall commercial, itbecame
as important, if not more sothan
whathappened on track.

“LMP2,and the WEC asawhole,
isenjoyingsuch agrowth spurt,
bothintermsof entriesand its
commercial aspectand fan base.
It’sgottheright mix.

“There’salovely puristelement to
LMP2.Itbasically comesdowntoa
good team having good drivers and
that’s what makes the difference, not
the car or the budget behind it. We’ve
always believed that motorsport
should beatestof skill,notatestof
financial ability,and LMP2is exactly
thatatthe moment.

“We’ve gota great history of
bringing young drivers through.
Wedid it in F1and LMP2 gives us
thechancetokeepdoingitasit’sa
genuinefeederto LMP1landona
lotof youngdrivers’ radarsnow.”

Manor WEC was formed in just
twomonths. Ordersfortwo ORECA
05-Nissan Coupes were placed, the
tooling was bought, and the bare
bones of ateam assembled.

“We only had eight or nine weeks
tosorteverything, and the WEC
stillhasaselection committee and
criteria youneed to fulfil before you
candoanything,” says Lowdon.

Booth (left) and Lowdon inFl

“Wehad torecruit personnel,

buy tooling, and starttolearn

immediately. It’satough task,

but we’'re used tohigh-pressure

deadlines with the F'1 projects,

asthey werealways last-minute

with havingtobuild the car, sort

the driversandfind sponsors.
“We’vebeenlucky as we’ve

retained some of the F1 guys,suchas

afew of ourhigh-rankingengineers,

and then we’verecruited people with

WEC and sportscar experience as

you can’t underestimate the value

of knowledge in this championship.

Towinand be successful itall comes

down to good preparation. We've

also kept Roberto [Merhi] from

the F1days,sothere’sareal family

atmosphere around the team.”

Goingfrom building bespoke
grand prix cars with complex hybrid
engines torunningessentially off-
the-shelf sportscar chassis wasalso
astep-change for Manor. Lowdon
saysthe cars, especially their Nissan
powerplants, are more simplified.

“The LMP2cars are hugely
different to F1chassis, butinthe
right way,” headds. “Theengines
are hugely simplified compared
toF1, where teamsand brands are
spendingmillions on things fans
don’treally careabout. Sure it
makesaniceengineeringarticle or
an interesting chapter inascience
book, but F1fansdon’t care what the
engineis—aslongasit’s powerful,
spectacular and produces good
racing. Having simple engines in
LMP2 controls costs and makes sure
thedriversare the differentiator,
which ishow it should be.

“Thelevel of quality of finishin
Flisalsoastounding, butthe ORECA
isonthesamelevel chassis-wise.
The carbon monocoque isthe same
standard as F1. Certainthingsare
simplified -such as the suspension
which isbasicin both material and
design, but why does itneed tobe
fancy? The best engineering isfit for
purpose, and LMP2 carsreally are.
They’re meant tobe accessible for
driversand teamsand not cost 50m
europerseasontorun.”

With theteam comingtogether
solate, Manor WEC wasupagainst
itcomethestartof the season.

A powertrainissueled tothe
retirement of the Tor Graves/Will
Stevens/James Jakes carat

New Britons ready to step up to the challenge of Le Mans as the LMP2 category is set to shine

Manor won’t be the only Brits
headingto France for theirfirst
taste of LMP2atLeMans,asthe
entry includes a diverse mixture
of topnamesandrisingstars.

The garage with the most media
attention next weekend islikely to
bethe Algarve ProRacing one, where
Olympiccyclinglegend Chris Hoy
makeshis24 hourracingdebutin
thetoughestrace of themall. He
sharesaLigier JS P2 with Michael
Munemann and Andrea Pizzitola.

“LeMansisahuge challenge, but
feel ready for it,” says the eight-time
Olympic gold medallist and reigning
LMP3 champion. “Iknow people will
bewatchingme, and thereisalot
of pressure, but mostly it’s pressure
frommenottomessitupand waste
aseatsome other young driver would
probably Kill for.

“Thespeedsat Le Mans arescary.
The LMP1sare on adifferent planet,
even when you're inaP2they come
flying past, so you have tobe so aware

atalltimesand be able to concentrate
onnotonly your ownrace, but what
racesare goingonaround you.”
Multiple European Formula3race-
winner Jake Dennis isanother new
face. Hejoins Jota Sporttosharea
Gibson 015S with Simon Dolan and
ex-F1 man Giedovander Garde.
“Theplanistoshow whatIcando
thisyearand try toland afull season
next year,” says Dennis, who becomes
the first Racing Steps Foundation-
supporteddrivertoraceatLe Mans.

“My F3experiencereally helped
meadapttotheP2. The carhasalot
of aerosoitdoes well through high-
speed corners, but can feellazy in the
slow stuff with the weight transfer
and waiting for the gripto come. ButI

Silverstone, while the sister entry
of MattRao/Richard Bradley/
RobertoMerhirecoveredfroma
collision tofinish sixth in class.

Better wastocomeat Spa-
Francorchamps, where Merhi/
Bradley/Rao could have won had
theynotbeentipped intoaspinat
thestartand had toserveadrive-
through for Merhi exiting the pits
under aredlight. The triofinished
third to score Manor’sfirst podium.

Nextup, it’sthe bigone. Le Mans.
Arace where knowledge—and luck -
iseverything.

“My first Le Mans was in 1990,
and Iremember watching Martin
Brundle aspartof the Jaguar1-2-3
andIwasbewitched by it,” says
Lowdon. “I'went to every race after
that up until the F1 project in 2009.

“It’'sthe bestrace in the world bar
none, and how the teams sustain
the paceforsolongisamazing.
Justfinishingat Le Mansisan
incredibleachievement.

“It will be my proudest moment in
motorsporttostand onthatgridin
Juneandbeabouttoraceat Le Mans
withaManor badgeon thecar.

“We don’thave the most Le Mans
experience, butI'velistened toall the
top team bosses over the yearsand
they alwayssay they learned
something from eachracethey did,
and that’sthe key: tonever stop
learning. If we do well, then Lady
Luck willhave smiled on us. The level
of competition ishigh, especially in
LMP2which isthe most competitive
category atthe moment, so wejust

havetogoanddoourbest.” ®

likeitalot, it’sa good experience and .

Le Mans willbeamazing.

“People told meI'd struggle with
vision, butit’sfine.In single-seaters
Icouldnever see the front wingand
onlyaninchorsoof thefronttyres,
soit’snotabigdifference.”

F3 and GP3 ace Jake Dennis is in

Photos: LAT
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Lastyear’s winner returns tohisroots, but not by choice. By Rob Ladbrook
——

heaspectlooking
down from that
podiumgivesa
great perspective
of the Le Mans
24 Hoursrace.
The pitlane, grid
and grandstands—all packed
totherafters with smiling,
cheeringfans. Evenrival teams
jointheparty. Forthelucky few
that gettoclimbtothe winner’s
step, they’ll get the best view in
world motorsport.

For Nick Tandy Le Mans will look
abitdifferent next weekend. After
springing one of the biggest upsets
of last year with overall victory for
Porscheinits919 LMP1, Tandy is
back atLa Sarthe next weekend, but
not with the same firepower.

The Volkswagen-Audi Group’s
decisiontoscaledowntojusttwo
LMP1 carsfor this year’sendurance
classichasforced Porsche’shand.
Thethird919 Hybrid LMP1isn’t
entered, noristhethird Audi,
leaving Tandy, Earl Bamber and
NicoHulkenbergno chanceto
defend their emphatic 2015 victory.

That’sahammer blow for the
career of mostdrivers, but Tandy,
31,knowsthere’sabrighter future
tocome. He’snotoutof therace
entirely. Instead he’sback on
familiar turf, in a factory Porsche
911 RSR alongside IMSA SportsCar
Championship team-mates Kevin
Estreand Patrick Pilet.

Forcedrelegation from the top table
isatemporary setback,and Tandy
iskeentolook onthebrightside.

“Sure, it’sadecision thathurtsas
naturally asawinner of Le Mans—
orany bigrace-youwantashotat
defendingit,” Tandy tells MN. “But
Thavetorespect Porsche’sdecision
and thefact that the other two919s
arefightingfor achampionship. But,
attheend of theday, I'mstillracing.
I’'mgoingtothegreatestraceinthe

world inafactory Porscheaiming
foraclassvictory It’snotexactly a
terribledeal!

“Intruthit’snotjustmemissing
outeither. It’'snotlike there’sone
forgotten driver. Both myself and
Earland thetechnical crew that
ranour car last year, weall share
thesameanguish atnotbeingable
todefend the win.”

Lastyear Tandy went to Le Mans
asarelative unknown outside
Britain and Germany-where he
enjoysastrongreputationasone
of thetop GT driversaround. This
year hereturnsasthe overall winner
fromlast year, somethingthat will
naturally draw more attention.

That isespecially true given the
circumstances of hisreturn.

“Lastyear we went intothe
raceundertheradar,” says Tandy.
“Nobody looked twice at usagainst
thefull-time cars,and I think being
outof thespotlight helped. We
simply got on with the joband could
concentrate without any external
distractions. We knew our potential,
and we showed itonraceday.

“Thisyear will be very different.
There will be more attention on both
factory Porsches [Bamber drives the
sister car alongside Jorg Bergmeister
and Frederic Makowiecki]. Somany
people know about Earland myself
afterlast year and steppingback into
the GT class will bringalot of focus
and probably scrutiny. But we have
nothingto prove because if you've
won Le Mans outright what else is
there to prove to people?

“Goingback to GTsdoesn’t
bringany extra pressure.I'mnot
approachingthisracethinkingIhave
togoand smash every record possible
toprove I'mrightfor LMP1and
Porsche will take me back there
immediately. Thaveajobtodoin
GTsthisyearandI'llgointoitlike
any otherrace. Thetarget isalways
todothebest we can and try to win.

“You want to
defend a win as
big as Le Mans”

NICK TANDY

Bydoingthat,Ican putmyself in
therightplace if and when the next
LMP1 chance comesabout.”

Tandy’srecord since joining
Porsche’sfactory roster is impressive
tosay theleast. Since signingforthe
Stuttgart marque in 2013, Tandy
hasnotchedawininatleastoneof
thebigendurance eventsineach
season. Hisfirstcame inthe GT class
of Petit Le Mans, followed by 2014
Daytona 24 Hours class success then
thebigone in Francelast season.
Heeven produced one last shock by
winninglast year’s Petit Le Mans in
acarfromthelower GTLM class.

“Iliketokeeparecord for each
season and so far I've won one of
themajoreventsevery year with
Porsche,” hesays. “Iwanttokeep
thatrungoing. Last year wasatotal
dream winning Le Mans and Petit,
butthisyear gives me the chance
towin somethingdifferentagain.

“AclasswinatLe Mansisstilla
winat Le Mans. And tofind drivers
thathave won therace outrightand
inalower classis pretty rare. That’s
certainly somethingtoaimfor.”

Thelatest driver towin Le Mans
outrightand in class wasreigning
World Endurance champion Timo
Bernhard, who triumphed in the GT
class with a Porsche 911in2002, and
outright withan Audi Sport R15+in 2010.

Tandy adds that he feels well
prepared for this year’srace, but
knows the challenges ahead will
bedifferenttolast season. He has
contested Le Mans inthe GT class
before—in 2011 and 2014.

“The911 RSR we’rerunningis
identical spectothecar werace in
IMSA in America,” heexplains. “If
anythingIfeel better prepared for
thisyear’s Le Mans than any other
I'vedoneastherace isformingpart
of our American programme. [know
the car inside out,I know my team-
mates well and there’s not much new
with the technical package. Porsche
alsoisn’tmissingout by notdoing
thefull WEC with afactory team as
there’slots of inputtothe Dempsey-
Proton car, and that data will be
shared at Le Mans.

“Our one concern is the balance of
performance [equalisation system].
If it’'sanythinglike it was at Spa
[WEC round] where the Porsche was
lapped by the winning Ferrari488

Tandy will race a Porsche
911 RSR in the Le Mans 24H

year in Porsche’s 919 Hybrid...

PORSCHE
DMG MORI

...and yielded glory alongside Bamber (c) and Hulkenberg (r)

and two seconds off the pace, then
wemay as wellnotturnupasthat’s
notracing. Hopefully the ACO[Le
Mansorganiser],IMSA and the FTA
will alter it for Le Mans. Having the
fastest car doesn’t guarantee success
atLeMans, but youneedarelatively
level playingfield.

“Weknow where we stand against
carslikethe Aston Martinsand
Corvettes asthey have only been
modified tofitthe new aerodynamic
rules, likethe 911 has. But with the
Ferrariand Ford GT, they’re new
chassis withanew engine package
too, soitwillbealearning
experienceagainstthem.

“LeMansinaGT carismuch
busierthanitisinan LMP1.1t’s
much more physical and mentally
drainingas youhave to constantly

watch your mirrors and know what’s
around you. You're in your ownrace,
but you also have to contend with the
LMP1sand P2s coming through, and
sometimesthe speed differential is
frightening. Fortunately I've done
bothsoIunderstand whattodo in
traffic from both sides and how

eagsy itistogetcaughtupin
somebody else’saccident.

“The GTsarealsomuch more
physical todrive as they’re 300kg
heavierthanaP1. Youwork the
wheelmore as you're in the corners
forlonger and thingslikethe braking
distancesarelongerand harder.”

LeMans this year will be different
for Tandy, butinaway it’sback to
what heknows. The GT route still
offersalegitimate way to enjoy
that Sunday afternoon view. B
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Bird will partner Davide
Rigon and Andrea Bertolini

Thisyear will be Sam Bird’s third
LeMans24Hours. Andhe willbe
racinginathird different class. He
madehisdebut with AF Corse in
GTE Am in 2014, before switching
tothe G-Drive LMP2entry last
season butnowhe’sbackinan AF
Ferrari, thistime in GTE Pro.
“It’saslightly different approach
because with GTE Proyou’re
goingall outfor the GT win,” he
says. “With GTE Am,asmuchasit
painsmetosay it, you’renot

fighting with the Pro Ferraris,
Astonsand Corvettes. Then LMP2
isdifferent because youare
overtaking GTsallthetimesoit’sa
different challenge.”

Bird’s LeMansdebut wasa
tough one,ashe wasinvolvedina
spectacular collision with two
prototypes whenrain started to
fall. Then in2015his Ligier JSP2
struggled tomatch the pace of the
KCMG ORECA and he had to settle
forthird.

ButthistimeBird hasbeenthe
mantobeatintherunuptotheLa
Sarthe contestand goes inasone
of thefavourites.

Alongside Davide Rigon, he has
won the class in thefirsttwo
rounds of the World Endurance
Championship-andbothtimes
the Ferrari488duo’sadvantage
hasbeen over alap. However, Bird

Two Olivers seeking more Corvette success

There will be two British Olivers
racing Corvettesat Le Mans

this year. However, Oliver Gavin
and Oliver Bryant have vastly
differentlevels of experience of
the twice-round-the-clock contest.

This year’srace will be the 16th
timethat Gavin haslined upon
thestartinggrid, while Bryant
willmake hisdebut.

Gavinwill be seekingarecord-
equallingsixth GT class triumph.
The works Corvette driver wasa
class winner for thefirst time
since 2006 last seasonashe
triumphed inachaoticracefor

the GT carsand willagainrace
alongside Jordan Taylor and
Tommy Milner next weekend.

Butfor Bryantit’sallnew—well
some of it. Hehasnever driven
the car before, but does have
experience of thecircuitand
24-hourraces.

“I'mdelighted tobedoingit—-it’s
somethingI’'ve always wanted to
do,” says Bryant, whohasraced
bothmodern GTsand historic cars
inrecent seasons. “I'vedonethe
LeMans Legends supportracesol
know wherethe track goes and the
ACOhas introduced amandatory

simulator session for rookies so
I'vegotused tohaving LMP cars
goingpast you.I'vealso gotalot
of experience in GT cars, mainly
front-engined ones as well [like the
Corvette],soI’'m sure gettingused
tothe car won’tbeaproblem.”

Bryant will drive for Team
AAI whichisrunby the Belgian
ProSpeedsquad, inthe GTE Am
divisionand he willbe usingthe
same chassisthat Gavin was
victorious in last year. He will
bejoined by Johnny O’Connell -
and Mark Patterson.

Stephen Lickorish

There will bealotof attention
lavished on the Ford GT
programme headingto Le Mans
thisseason. Not only doesthe
Chip Ganassi-fronted squad
havealot of historytoliveupto
—itis50yearssince the Blue
Ovaltook itsfirst victoryatLe
Mans-italsohastheonlyall-UK
lineup inthe GTE Profield.
Marino Franchitti, Andy
Priaulx and Harry Tincknell
willjointhree other carsinthe
lineup. Franchittisaysthatheis
fully aware of the publicity that
will surround the programme.

Turner and Adam among other 10 Brits racing in GT class a T ”[”S |

There are plenty of other Brits
taking partin theiconicrace,
with factory Aston Martin
drivers Darren Turner and
Jonathan Adam among the
most notable.

Turner is a veteran of the
enduro, with this year’s race
being his 14th consecutive
edition and he will be seeking

to add to the two GT class wins
he has picked up in that time.
Adam, meanwhile, will be
making his debut this year in
the other Pro class Aston.
Also driving an Aston and
making their Le Mans 24H
debuts will be British GT
regulars Andrew Howard and
Liam Griffin in GTE Am.

The British entry is completed
with Duncan Cameron, Aaron
Scott and Matt Griffinin an AF
Corse GTE Am Ferrari 458, with
Rob Bell driving Clearwater’s
version. There’s also the Gulf
Racing Porsche 911 RSR crew of
Michael Wainwright, Adam
Carroll and Ben Barker.

Stephen Lickorish
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insistssomeof the Prancing
Horse’srivals have yet to show
theirhands.

“Weknew the car was good but
wedidn’trealise it was goingtobe
quitesodominant,” he says. “We
won thefirsttworaces
comprehensively but know the
straight-line speed in the Ferrari
isnotasstrongas Aston Martin or
Corvette or Porsche.

“It’sreally hard to say who our
biggestrivals will be-weare very
quick atnormal circuits but we
don’tknow where Ford areasI
think they have been
underplayingtheir car. Ithink
they’re goingto be extremely
strong and Porsche will always be
strongand Corvetteas well. Soit’s
very difficult to know who is going
tobethe main competition.”

Regardlessof whohis chief
rivalsare—with fellow Brit James
Caladointhesister caramajor
threat-thereigningLMP2 WEC
champion isdesperate toend the
race on thetop step of the podium.

“Istood on the podiumlast year
but when you have just worked so
hardfor24hours, giving
absolutely everythingit’s quite
difficult when youlook up and see
someoneelse on thetopstep,” he
reflects. “Other podiums you can
stomach but with Le Mans it’s
much harder tostomach it.

“TowinthisyearinaFerrari
would be adream cometrue.”

Stephen Lickorish

Ford aims to make a splash on its return

“Itisabigresponsibility,” says
Franchitti, who finished second
inclass with histeam-matesat
Spalasttimeout. “But the hype
about that will beall out of the
way beforetherace. Then we
canlook forwards.

“Weare optimistic of agood
result,and ourlast 24-hourtest
wasasuccess. But weare under
noillusions. Thisisthecar’s
first LeMans24 and Ferrariand
Aston Martin will be very strong
—although they have shown
somesignsof weakness.”

MattJames

Photos: LAT
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any great
sportscars
have won
theLe
Mans 24
Hours.
Infact,
victory at the world’s most
famous endurance event has
made the reputation of many
fineracers. But there have
been some that missed out.

Topick out the best carsnever
tohave won the Grand Prix
d’Endurance, we looked atanumber
of factors. The key ones were how
well they got on at Le Mans, the
circumstances of theirfailures,
and theamount of success scored
elsewhere. The impact the candidates
hadontheraceand the sport was
also considered.

Theonly rule was that the carhad
tohaveactually raced in the Le Mans
24 Hours, sono Jaguar XJR-14 or
Mercedes CLK GTR. Similarly,
we focused on individual models
rather than teams or marques, sothe
Cunningham efforts of the 1950sand
the hard-trying Courage squad of the
1980s and 1990s—both of which scored
podiums-don’tmake the cuteither.

So, hereare our 10. Let us know what
you think by emailingmn.letters@
haymarket.com.

10.A4S TlINMMTINﬂB3$

BEST RESULT:2nd (1955, 1956 and 1958)
The underpowered but well-balanced DB3S does
notimmediately springtomind when it comes
toLe Mans greats, but the three-litre straight-six
Astonracked upan impressive CV.

Noothercaronthislisthasthree second
placestoitsnameat Le Mans. The DB3S also
steadied the Aston Martin ship after a poor
runinthe24Hours.

The 1955 and 1958 runner-up spots can be
attributed more to the problems suffered
by faster rivals, but the 1956 contest was a
different matter.

Stirling Moss and Peter Collins fought a duel
with the Ron Flockhart/Ninian Sanderson
Jaguar D-type, ultimately losing out to the
bigger-engined Ecurie Ecosse machine
by asinglelap.

Elsewhere, the car proved its worth with
victories in the Tourist Trophy at Dundrod
and the Goodwood Nine Hours.

Aston DB3S v Jaguar D-typein 1956 race

9. MERGEDES SS/SSK

Runner-up spot came in ’31...

hﬁn—‘-—‘i&—n —

...after heroic fight against Bentley in 1930 event

BESTRESULT:2nd (1931) unsupercharged6.6-litres) groups,” said Motor’s 1930
Therival ‘Blower Bentley’is  of Bentleys before expiring racereport. “They took itin
better known, butthe7.1-litre  withaflat battery,leaving turnsinluringthe German
supercharged Mercedes is the British firmtosecurea ontounwisespeeds.”
more worthy of thislist. one-two with itsunblown Secondly, unlike the famous

Firstly, the solo 1930 entry Speed Sixes. Bentley, the shortened SSK
driven by Rudolf Caracciola “Suchisthereputation of returned tofinish second
and Christian Wernerputup thefamousGermanmarque thefollowingyear, albeit
aheroicfightagainsttwo for speed and staminathat defeated by the smaller
teams (supercharged elaborate teamtactics were (butlegendary) AlfaRomeo
4.5-litre carsand adopted by the two Bentley 8C2300.

GREATESTGARS

Somefine sportscars have failed in the 24 Hours. Kevin Turner picks out the best

0. FERRARI 312 PB

BEST RESULT:2nd (1973)
“The 312PB wasafabulouscar,”
recallsfactory Ferraridriver
Brian Redman. “Butright from
thestartin 1973, the Matra was
slightly better, with more efficient
aerodynamics, and alsothe
handling was somewhat better.”
Even so, Matra’s defeat of
Ferrariintheirepic1973 Le Mans
tussle was a close-run thing.
Ferrarihad won every
championshipround itenteredin
1972, but skipped Le Mansas the
Fl1-derived engine was thought
nottobeready tolast24hours.

Matra, which only entered Le
Mans, thustook a dominant 1-2.
In 1973, Matra entered the
championshipand Ferrariadded
the French Classictoitsschedule,
with threelong-tailed 312 PBs
taking on four Matras.
ArturoMerzarioled a Ferrari
1-2inpractice and he charged off
intoan early lead before dropping
from contention while afuelleak
wasfixed. After thetwoleading
Matrashittrouble, the Carlos
Reutemann/Tim Schenken 312
led until itsengine broke.
Eventhen, the conservatively
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Whitehead brothers
took second in 1958 3

driven Redman/Jacky Ickx
Ferrarimovedtothefront. A
broken exhaust, bodywork repair
andfuelleak allowed the Henri
Pescarolo/Gerard Larrousse
Matraahead, but the Frenchcar’s
run was not perfect either and
Redman/Ickx stillhad an outside
chance when theflat-12engine
failed with 90 minutes to go.
Thethree312shad topped 14 of
the hourly bulletins, but second
place was the best they could
manageattheflag. Andthat was
theend of Ferrari’slastattempt
atoutright Le Mans success.

Red Ferrans led the blue Matras atthe startin 'f3
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NEVER TO WINLE MANS

BEST RESULT:2nd (1996)
Notfor thefirsttime, Porsche
moved the goalpostsin
enduranceracing with the
911 GT1,evenif it was perhaps
not quite within the spirit of
theprevailingregulations.
The two works GT1sled at
the start of the 1996 Le Mans,
but were soon overcome by the
Joest TWR Porsche WSC95s.
The Hans Stuck/Bob Wollek/
Thierry Boutsen 911 GT1
wastheonly cartolead the
metronomic Davy Jones/
Alexander Wurz/Manuel
Reuter Joest machine, which
had far better fuel economy
than the other open prototypes
and more speed thanthe GTs.
The Joest-run caralso
suffered noserious delays,
which could not be said of the
tricky-to-handle GT1s, both of
which lost time duetodriver-

7. PORSCHESI1ET1

induced excursions. Stuck
suffered an altercation with
another car, while the #26
machine had anumber of
minor offs.

“I'think the sports-
prototypes were unbeatable
today,” reckoned Stuck, whose
car suffered noreliability
issues. “Wearenearly 200kg
heavier and have narrower
tyres,sotobesocloseto
victoryisgreat.”

Stuck/Wollek/Boutsenled a
Porsche1-2in class, thrashing
the McLaren F1 GTRs, which
werenot quick orreliable
enough tochallenge, butfella
lap shortof overall honours.

Thingslooked even better
fortherevised GT1in 1997,
buttheresult was worse.

Thistimethe closed Porsches
had the edge over the solo Joest
WSC95 for much of the contest.

3. PORSCHE 908

-

Redm;n and Siffert were strong in special 69 spyder

S

Joest chased in 1997

2y T

Formation finish in ’96, but

it was second and third

Stuck/Wollek/Boutsen led
throughthe

night before veteran Wollek
uncharacteristically went off
atthe Porsche Curvesand
retired on Sunday morning.
Thatstill left the other
example, driven by Yannick
Dalmas, Emmanuel Collard
and Ralf Kelleners, outfront.
Victorylooked assured with
threehoursto go, butthen
adramaticfire—caused by
anengine oilleak —forced
Kellenerstomakearapid exit,
leaving Joestto winagain.
Theolder privateer GT1s
weren’tin thefight, sorival
McLaren eventook the GT
classhonours.

The911 GT1-98finally gave
the works squad another
LeManssuccess thefollowing
year, but that was essentially
anall-newmachine.

BEST RESULT:2nd (1967)
It’'saclichetosaythe P4isone
of themostbeautifulracing
carsof alltime. It’strue, but
thattendsto overshadow the
factthatthis wasalsoavery
fine thoroughbred sports-
racer, which fell shortat

Le Mansthankstoone of the
biggestinvasionsLa Sarthe
haseverseen.

Afterbeing defeated by
Ford’sbig-bucksassaultin
1966, Ferrariproduced the
330P4, complete with a gem
of afour-litre V12. And took
revengeonits American
rival by finishing 1-2-3atthe
Daytona 24 Hours. Ferrari
would win the over-2000cc
classin the International
Championship for Sports-
Prototypes, but Le Mans
remained the bigprize.
Works Ferraridriver Chris

o |CHAMPION
| e

6. FERRARI330P4

Amon, whohad won Le Mans
the year before with Ford,
says: ‘“Asateam, Ferrari went
toLeMansin 1967 with high
hopesand confidence, but
personally—havingdriven
thebigblock Fordsin the
precedingtwo years—Ihad
reservationsaboutbeing
competitive with the Fords
duetothenatureof thecircuit.

“Iexpected ustobeatleast
some 20mph down in top
speed and, given the length of
the Mulsanne alone, that was
always goingtobesignificant.
Idon’tthink Ferrariever
appreciated how good those
bigcapacity American
pushrod units were.”

Four factory Ford MKkIVs
and three Mk2Bs wereranged
against three works P4s
(alongside anumber of older
Ferraris)and the seven-litre

AR A=
= . N =

Fordsmadetherunning.
Nevertheless, myriad
problemsfor Ford-notleast
amulti-caraccident that
removed three V8s—meant
itlookedfallible.
“Idon’trecallhaving
reliability concerns,” adds
Amon, whose own Ferrari
only retired after catching
firefollowinga puncture. “I
alwaysfelt the P4 was pretty
bulletproof mechanically.”
Intheend, only the carefully
driven Dan Gurney/AJ Foyt
MKIV had atrouble-free run,
butthat wasenough tolimit
hard-working Ferraristo
second and third.

Amon’s car (20) went
out after a tyre blew

BEST RESULT:2nd (1969, 1980)

The only car on thislisttoscore outright
podiums at Le Mans in three different
decades (1969, 1972 and 1980), the 908 should
be on everyone’slist of greatsportscars. It
stormed to the 1969 world sportscar title, and
won atevents asdiverseasthe Targa Florio,
Nurburgring 1000Km and Spa 1000Km.

Butit’sastealth great, partly because of
theiconicstatus of its successor-the917—
and partly because the three-litre prototype
never won Le Mans.

Afaulty brake warninglightand an
inspired Jacky Ickx defeated Hans
Herrmann’s surviving 908 in 1969, but the
car’slongevity was underlined when it took

another second place aslate as 1980 (though
howmuch of thatcar wasactually 908 and
howmuch was 936 is open to debate).

Brian Redman, who dominated the 1969
season in 908s alongside Jo Siffert, says:
“JoandIbothtried the917, wejustfelt that
we’d have a better chance in the 908 [in 1969].
Wehad a speciallong-tail spyder. We were
leading when the gearbox failed due tolack
of cooling caused by thenew longtail.

“If Jacky Ickx hadn’tbeen driving the
JWA Gulf GT40or-with the greatest
respect to Hans Herrmann —if Jo Siffert
hadbeen driving the [remaining] 908,
then we would probably have seen a
908 win Le Mans.”

Montjuich 908 finished fifthin 1973
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Transmission problems
hindered Toyota’s 98 bid
—

BEST RESULT:2nd (1999)
Several Toyotas could make it onto
thislist: the 1992'TS010; 1994 94C; or
even the TS040 Hybrid, which would
surely have won had itnot been for a
dramaticincident after arain shower
and bizarre wiringloom failure in
2014. The GT-One’s Nissan R390 rival
wasalsoacandidate, butitisthe
1998-99 Toyota that really captured
theimagination.

Pushingthe GT1regulationstothe
limit, the GT-One qualified second
onitsLeMansdebut in 1998, but
its gearbox would be Toyota Team
Europe’sundoingfirsttime out.

When therapid Mercedes CLK-LMs
wilted early, the Martin Brundle/Eric

Fangio/Moss Mercedes led the 1985 enduro until the team decided to withdraw

e P —

Helary/Emmanuel Collard Toyota
took command. A series of setbacks—
including gearbox problems and
twoaccidents-eventually putitout,
allowing the Thierry Boutsen/Ralf
Kelleners/Geoff Lees GT-Oneto
move tothefront.

Gearbox issues plunged Toyota into
abattle with Porsche, but the #29 car
stilllooked like a potential winner
before the dreaded transmission woes
struck with less than two hoursto go.

Allan McNish, who won Le Mans for
Porsche in 1998 before joining Toyota
thefollowing year, hasno doubts
aboutthe car’s pace. “In terms of
pure onelap performance it was the
quickestcar,” hesays. “Atthe pre-Le

Mans test in *98 I was the fastest [for
Porsche]butIhungeverythingout.”
Toyotaarrived as favourite in 1999
and duly lined upfirst and second. All
three entries were in contention, with
thefrugal and efficient BMW squad
emergingasthe main threat.
“Thierry gotintothelead and
buggered off, but our pitstops were
very slow,” recalls McNish. “Thelast
time they had raced was the year
before; they weren’t totally up to speed
and gotfasterastherace wenton.
“Iremember three or four
hoursintotheracethat
McNish:rapid [~~4jie
in 1999race .

we werefighting with the BMW so we
could pull enough of agaptobeahead
after the stops. It wasnipand tuck.”
Asitwas, thefastest carsfromboth
squadsretired. Brundle’s polesitting
GT-Onehad atroubled event before
crashingout thankstoapuncture,
while the McNish/Boutsen/Kelleners
car wastaken out by an errant
backmarker early on Sunday
morning. BMW then lostitslead Tom
Kristensen/JJ Lehto/Jorg Muller V12

LMR when the throttle stuck open and

Lehtocrashed.
y  Allthatleftthe
Yannick Dalmas/
Joachim
Winkelhock/

BEST RESULT: inthelead when the call
Withdrawn (1955) fromHQ came.
It’soneof the great Le Mans Any doubtsoverthe

questions: would Mercedes
havebeaten Jaguarin 1955 had
theteamnot withdrawn after
the sport’s worstaccident? But
itshould not be hard toanswer.
D-typeace Mike Hawthorn
had battled Juan Manuel
Fangio’s300SLR early on,
before StirlingMoss—quicker
than Fangio in sportscars—
took over the Merc.
Hawthorn’s co-driver Ivor
Bueb wasa good sportscar
driver, buthe wasnot inthe
Moss-Fangioleague and the
#19Mercedes was comfortably

300SLR’sreliability should be
quashed by its successes in
the punishing Mille Miglia
and Targa Florioroad-racing
classics. It wasarobust, rapid
all-rounder, though itisfair
tosay italsohad the two best
driversinthe world in the
shape of Moss and Fangio.
“We could have easily won,”
Moss asserts today. “We
werewellaheadandIcan’t
remember a 300SLR breaking,
certainly not withme.”
Mercedes wasnotgoing
tolosethisone.
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Pierluigi Martini BMW leading,
chased by the all-Japanese Toyota
crew of Ukyo Katayama, Keiichi
Tsuchiya and Toshio Suzuki. Former
F1driver Katayamaresponded tothe
challenge and settherace’sfastestlap.
He wasstill charging when the Toyota
wasforced ontokerbs whilelapping
aprivateer BMW and suffered a
puncture. For the third time in the
decade, Toyota had to settle for second.
McNish believes his GT-One could
have beaten BMW without the traffic
mishap. “Ithink in astraightfight
we would have won,” he says. “We
hadthe speed todoitand we had the
reliability —we showed that with
the Japanesecar.”

Number 20 had huge accident

Mille Miglia 1st

Stirling Moss/Denis Jenkinson | Mercedes 1-2

The Mercedes 300SLR only entered six races in 1955 and won five of them.Three of those victories—Mille
Miglia, RACTT and Targa Florio-helped the German marque to secure the World Sports Car Champtonslup

| BESTRESULT | WINNING DRIVERS

| NOTES

Eifelrennen Nurburgring 1st

Juan Manuel Fangio

Mercedes1-2-4

Le Mans 24 Hours

Withdrawn N/A

Swedish Grand Prix 1st Juan Manuel Fangio Mercedes1-2 |
RAC TT Dundrod 1st Stirling Moss/John Fitch Mercedes 1-2-3
Targa Florio 1st Stirling Moss/Peter Collins

Mercedes 1-2-4 Dundrod 1955




BESTRESULT:R (1938)
Few, if any, cars have ever
dominated at Le Mans like
this one-off Alfa coupe that
looked like a post-war design
dropped into the 1938 race.
Completed just before the
event, the unusual-looking car
made quite an impact when it
arrived at La Sarthe. “It caused
quite a stiramongst the sports
car fraternity, since a closed car
was almost unheard of inreal
sportscarracing,” said Alfa
Romeo expert Simon Moore in
hisbook The Immortal2.9.
Ranged against an armada of
French Talbots and Delahayes,
Raymond Sommer and
Clemente Biondetti battled
for thelead early on before
their three quickestrivals hit
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1

New coupe stood outin 1938

trouble. Fast French defeated,
theItalian machine, which
was clocked at 150mph on the
Mulsanne, cruised serenely on.
Takingturnsinthe cramped
cockpit, Sommer/Biondetti
builta12-laplead (around 100
miles) before the right-front

The view the other Group C cars got of the V8 C11

1. MERGEDES-
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tyre blew with less than four
hoursto go, causingdamage
as Sommer fought to control
the car at 130-140mph.

Sommer got the Alfaback to
the pits, but a broken valve -
probably theresult of the
Frenchman’s efforts —stopped
thebigcoupe at Arnage.
Biondettibattled to push
the Alfaback, but was
eventually forced to give up.

“Thusended what
promised to be anew record
for Le Mans,” reported Autocar.
“Throughout, Sommer had
held the attention of the crowds
by the speed of his car and his
own personality.”

Come the finish, the silent
Alfahadstill covered morelaps
than all but the top three.

ENZCITT

Alfa built a lead of
around 100 miles

Lead car dominated
until closing stages

Sportscar legend Mass thinks C11 deserved LM win

BEST RESULT:
5th (1991)
Theultimate Group C
turbocarfailed toshow up
atLe Mansin 1990 aftera
lot of politickingand the
removal of theracefrom
the championship. Given
thefactthe C11 wasonly
beaten once duringthe
campaign and that the C9
had won the year before,
the Silver Arrows would
have been hot favourites.
They were in 1991 tooand
the C11 topped qualifying
and setfastestlap, butnot
one of thethreeentries
made itonto the podium.
Kept off pole by rulesthat
required thenew-era3.5-
litrenormally aspirated
carstostartahead of the
Group Cturbos, the C11
was fastest in practice
despite only runningrace
boost. Jean-Louis Schlesser
quickly moved through to
third in the early stages,
behind the fragile Peugeot
905s, before allowing Oscar
Larrauri’scharging
Porsche to go by. The 905s
soon hittrouble, and
Michael Schumacher
headed the Mercedes
attack asthe Silver Arrows
gradually moved intofirst,
second and third.
Thejunior carled until
theinexperienced Fritz
Kreutzpointner took over
intheevening, allowing
Schlessertomovethe
‘veteran’ machineahead.
Karl Wendlinger then
dropped the #31 on cold
tyres, requiringrepairs.
KurtThiim in the third
Mercedes couldn’tmatch
Jochen Mass, so after six
hoursthe#1 carheldalead
of almostalap and headed
aC111-2-3. Thefourth-
placed Mazda was already
fourlapsbehind. Shortly
after 0100hrs, the charging
junior carretook second.
Thefirstreal crack inthe
Mercedesarmour appeared
shortly before the 10-hour
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mark, with Jonathan
Palmer pitting #32 with
anunderbody damaged
by debris. Nevertheless, at
half-distance, the Schlesser/
Mass/Alain Fertecarled
Schumacher/Wendlinger/
Kreutzpointner by alap
and the Mazda-Jaguar
duelfor third by three.

Then the second-placed
car hitgearbox trouble and
dropped down thefield.
When therecovering #32
carretired withan engine
problem, it was thought
tobetheresultof the
earlier damage.

Thelead cardidstart
overheating, but such was
itsadvantage thatthe
drivers were able to back
off and were still three
lapsahead after 18 hours.
Schumacher’s carthen
hitoverheatingissuesand
awater pump drive belt
wasreplaced, givinga
hinttotheteamastoa
potential problem.

Then, with justover three
hourstogo—and whilestill
threelapsahead-thelead
Cl1’salternator support
bracket fractured and
Ferte crawled in. The same
pulley drove the alternator
and the water pump so
the C11 wasretired witha
cooked engine. Anodising
the partfornoapparent
reason had made it brittle.

Mazdathustook its
famousLeMans win, with
therecoveringjunior car,
now itself runninghot,
fifth. Schumacher’s fastest
lap waslittle consolation.
Inall,aC11had topped the
hourly classification 20
timesduringtherace...

“Weshould have won,
we weresofarahead, but
thingslike thathappen,”
says Mass. “There wasn’t
abetter cararound. It
wasfantastic.

“Iregret mostthe car
didn’t winbecause it
deserved the pedigree
tobeaLeMans winner.”

Photos: LAT
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LE IVIANS PREVIEW:

All you need to know about the 84th 24 Hours of Le Mans

e ol s Mans r Wednesday, June 15
NO | DRIVERS | TEAM | CAR "B £y ]
Timo Bernhard (GER)/Mark Webber (AUS)/Brendon Hartley (NZL, Porsche Team Porsche 919 Hybrid - HPimas 1 111600-2000 | Le Mans 24H Free practice
Romain Dumas (FRA)/Neel Jani (CHE) Marc Lieb (GER) Porsche Team Porsche 919 Hybrid s Wk e s 2030-2130 | Road to Le Mans practice
Simon Trummer (CHE)/Oliver Webb (GBR)/ Pierre Kaffer (GER) ByKolles Racing Team CLM-AERP1/01 T, o b | el 2200-0000 | Le Mans 24H qualifying
Anthony Davidson (GBR)/Sebastien Buemi (CHE)/Kazuki Nakajima (JPN) Toyota Gazoo Racing ToyotaTS050 HYBRID A i e T—epon |
Stephane Sarrazin (FRA)/Mike Conway (GBR)/Kamui Kobayashi (JPN) | Toyota Gazoo Racing ToyotaTS050 HYBRID (Zoip Sty “E| || Thursday,June 16
Marcel Fassler (CHE)/Andre Lotterer (GER)/Benoit Treluyer (FRA) Audi Sport Team Joest AudiR18 e-tron quattro ’ T - - -
Lucas di Grassi (BRA)/Loic Duval (FRA)/Oliver Jarvis (GBR) Audi Sport Team Joest AudiR18 e-tron quattro ; i b b2 ' 1000-1045 Ferrar! Challenge pract!ce 1
Nicolas Prost (FRA)/Nick Heidfeld (GER)/Nelson Piquet Jr (BRA) Rebellion Racing Rebellion-AERR-One 2 ' : 1180-1215 | Ferrari Challenge practice 2
Matheo Tuscher (CHE)/Alexandre Imperatori (CHE)/Dominik Kraihamer (AUT) | Rebellion Racing Rebellion-AERR-One - L ; 1430-1530 | Roadto Le Mans practice
s 1600-1700 | Ferrari Challenge qualifying

Vincent Capilaire (FRA)/Olvier Lombard (FRA)/Jonathan Coleman (GBR) S0241byLombardRacing__| Ligier-Judd/BMW JSP2 athedral 1800-1830 J Roadto Le Mans gualifying
Fabien Barthez (FRA)/Paul-Loup Chatin (FRA)/Timothe Buret (FRA) Panis Barthez Competition (Tech 1) | Ligier-Nissan JSP2 - | | |1900-2100 | Le Mans 24H qualifying
Michael Munemann (GBR)/Chris Hoy (GBR)/Andrea Pizzitola (FRA) Algarve Pro Racing Ligier-Nissan JSP2 2200-0000 | Le Mans 24H qualifying
Roman Rusinov (RUS)/ Will Stevens (GBR)/Rene Rast (GER) G-Drive Racing Jota Sport) | ORECA-Nissan 05 .

Nicolas Minassian (FRA)/Maurizio Mediani (ITA)/Mikhail Aleshin (RUS) _| SMP Racing (AF Corse) BRE-Nissan BRO1 Friday, June 17

Ines Taittinger (FRA)/Remy Striebig (FRA)/Leo Roussel (FRA) Pegasus Racing Morgan-Nissan LMP2 [1000-2000 | Pit lane walkabout
Scott Sharp (USA)/Ed Brown (USA)/Johannes van Overbeek (USA) Extreme Speed Motorsports (OAK) | Ligier-Nissan JSP2
Ryan Dalziel (GBR)/Pipo Derani (BRA)/Chris Cumming (CAN) Extreme Speed Motorsports (OAK) | Ligier-Nissan JSP2 Saturday, June 18

PuJun Jin (CHN)/Tristan Gommendy (FRA)/Nick de Bruijn (NLD) Eurasia Motorsport ORECA-Nissan 05 0900-0945 | Le Mans 24H warm-up
Nicolas Leutwiler (CHE)/Shinji Nakano (JPN)/James Winslow (GBR) Race Performance ORECA-Judd/BMW 03R 1005-1050 | Ferrari Challenge race
David Cheng (USA)/Ho-Pin Tung (NLD)/Nelson Panciatici (FRA) BAXIDC Racing Alpine (Signatech)| ORECA-Nissan 05 1110-1210 | Roadto Le Mans race
Gustavo Menezes (USA)/Nicolas Lapierre (FRA)/Stephane Richelmi (MCO) | Signatech Alpine ORECA-Nissan 05 1500 Lo Mans 24H start
Vitaly Petrov (RUS)/Victor Shaytar (RUS)/Kirill Ladygin (RUS) SMP Racing (AF Corse) BRE-Nissan BRO1 ehans oSt
Simon Dolan (GBR)/Giedo van der Garde (NLD)/Jake Dennis (GBR) G-Drive Racing JotaSport) | Gibson-Nissan 015S Sunday, June 19
Tracy Krohn (USA)/Nic Jonsson (SWE)/Joao Barbosa (PRT) Krohn Racing Ligier-Nissan JSP2 . —
Memo Rojas (MEX)/ulien Canal (FR)/Kuba Giermaziak (POL) Greaves Motorsport Ligier-Nissan JSP2 Carsrace through night | 1500 Le Mans 24H finish
Nick Leventis (GBR)/Danny Watts (GBR)/Jonny Kane (GBR) Strakka Racing Gibson-Nissan 015S
Ricardo Gonzalez (MEX)/Filipe Albuguerque (PRT)/Bruno Senna (BRA) | RGR Sport by Morand Ligier-Nissan JSP2
Tor Graves (GBR)/Matt Rao (GBR)/Roberto Merhi (ESP) Manor ORECA-Nissan 05
Pierre Thiriet (FRA)/Mathias Beche (CHE)/Ryo Hirakawa (JPN) Thiriet by TDS Racing ORECA-Nissan 05
Tsugio Matsuda (JPN) Richard Bradley (GBR) Matt Howson (GBR) KCMG ORECA-Nissan 05
Ben Keating (USA)/Jeroen Bleekemolen (NLD)/Marc Goossens (BEL) | Murphy Prototypes ORECA-Nissan 03R
John Pew (USA)/Oswaldo Negri Jr (BRA)/Laurens Vanthoor (BEL) Michael Shank Racing Ligier-Honda JSP2

GTEPRO
Gianmaria Bruni (ITA)/James Calado (GBR)/Alessandro Pier Guidi(ITA) | AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE

Jan Magnussen (DNK)/Antonio Garcia (ESP)/Ricky Taylor (USA) Corvette Racing (Pratt &Miller) | Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
Oliver Gavin (GBR)/Tommy Milner (USA)/Jordan Taylor (USA) Corvette Racing (Pratt & Miller) | Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
Olivier Pla (FRA)/Billy Johnson (USA)/Stefan Mucke (GER) Ford Chip GanassiTeam UK |Ford GT

Marino Franchitti (GBR)/Andy Priaulx (GBR)/Harry Tincknell (GBR) Ford Chip Ganassi Team UK |Ford GT

Joey Hand (USA)/Sebastien Bourdais (FRA)/Dirk Muller (GER) Ford Chip Ganassi Team USA |Ford GT

Ryan Briscoe (AUS)/Richard Westbrook (GBR)/Scott Dixon (NZL) Ford Chip GanassiTeam USA |Ford GT

Sam Bird (GBR)/Davide Rigon (ITA)/Andrea Bertolini (ITA) AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE

Richard Lietz (AUT)/Michael Christensen (DNK) Philipp Eng (AUT) Dempsey-Proton Racing Porsche 911 RSR
Giancarlo Fisichella (ITA)/Toni Vilander (FIN)/Matteo Malucelli (ITA) Risi Competizione Ferrari 488 GTE

Patrick Pilet (FRA)/Kevin Estre (FRA)/Nick Tandy (GBR) Porsche Motorsport Porsche 911 RSR
Frederic Makowiecki (FRA)/Jorg Bergmeister (GER)/Earl Bamber (NZL) | Porsche Motorsport Porsche 911 RSR

Nicki Thiim (DNK)/Marco Sorensen (DNK)/Darren Turner (GBR) Aston Martin Racing Aston Martin Vantage GTE
Richie Stanaway (NZL)/Fernando Rees (BRA)/Jonny Adam (GBR) Aston Martin Racing Aston Martin Vantage GTE

Photos: LAT

Yutaka Yamagishi JPN)/Pierre Ragues (FRA)/Paolo Ruberti (ITA) Larbre Competition Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
Duncan Cameron (GBR)/Matt Griffin IRL)/Aaron Scott (GBR) AF Corse Ferrari 458 Italia

Johnny O'Connell (USA)/Oliver Bryant (GBR)/Mark Patterson (USA) Team AAI (ProSpeed) Chevrolet Corvette C7.R
Johnny Laursen (DNK)/Mikkel Mac (DNK)/Christina Nielsen (DNK) Formula Racing (AF Corse) | Ferrari 458 ltalia

Mok Weng Sun (MAL)/Keita Sawa (JPN)/Rob Bell (GBR) Clearwater Racing (AF Corse) | Ferrari 458 Italia

Bill Sweedler (USA)/Townsend Bell (USA)/Jeff Segal (USA) Scuderia Corsa Ferrari 458 Italia
Christian Ried (GER)/Wolf Henzler (GER)/Joel Camathias (CHE) KCMG (Proton) Porsche 911 RSR
Francois Perrodo (FRA)/Emmanuel Collard (FRA)/Rui Aguas (PRT) AF Corse Ferrari 458 ltalia

Michael Wainwright (GBR)/Adam Carroll (GBR)/Ben Barker (GBR) Gulf Racing UK Porsche 911 RSR
Khaled Al Qubaisi (ARE)/ David Heinemeier Hansson (DNK)/Patrick Long (USA) Abu Dhabi-Proton Racing Porsche 911 RSR _
Cooper MacNeil (USA)/Leh Keen (USA)/Marc Miller (USA) Proton Competition Porsche 911 RSR CIRCUIT DETAILS

Paul DallaLana (CDN)/Pedro Lamy (PRT)/Mathias Lauda (AUT) Aston Martin Racing Aston Martin Vantage GTE Lap length:8.469miles

Andrew Howard (GBR)/Liam Giriffin (GBR)/Gary Hirsch (CHE) Aston Martin Racing Aston Martin Vantage GTE Qualifying record:3m16.887s

INNOVATIVE CAR (154.85mph) Neel Jani

[84 [ Frederic Sausset (FRA)/Christophe Tinseau (FRA)/Jean-Bemard Bouvet (FRA) | SRT41 by OAK Racing Morgan-NissanLMP2__| Porsche 919 Hybrid, 2015
2015 winners:Nick Tandy/Earl Bamber/

Nico Hulkenberg (Porsche 919) 395 laps,
3345.23miles

Racelaprecords

LMP1: Andre Lotterer (AudiR18 e-tron
quattro) 3m17.475s (154.39mph), 2015
LMP2: Oliver Turvey (Gibson 015S-Nissan)
3m36.679s (140.68mph), 2015

GTE Pro: Darren Turner (Aston Martin
Vantage V8) 3m53.763s (130.42mph), 2014
GTE Am: Cristoffer Nygaard (Aston Martin

Y ; Vantage V8) 3m54.480s (129.99mph), 2014 :
# 0y | g P Jani took pole last year

The twice-round-the-clockraceis a testfor all
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Audi Sportstruck the firstblow at
Le Mans this year by topping the
first official day of running on the
Circuitde la Sarthe.

TheIngolstadtfirm’snew R18setthe
quickesttime duringlast weekend’s
testday, with Lucas di Grassigoing
fastesttwo hours into the afternoon
session. DiGrassi’stimebeat the
previous benchmark set by Mark
Webber in thelead Porsche 919 Hybrid
by almostafull second.

Thetwin Audis completed a total of
138laps, equatingto 1,168 miles worth
of running. The sister car of Marcel
Fassler, Benoit Treluyer and Andre
Lottererlosttwohoursof track time
intheafternoon when ithad tohavea

carfinished fourth fastest.

Audihead Dr Wolfgang Ullrich said:
“It’'simportanttousethetestday time
productively and we had detailed
programmes torun through. We
achieved some important targets
and worked well on the set-up.

“Itwasthefirsttime at Le Mans for
thenew carsowe had to collectasmuch
dataaspossible. OQur six drivers gave
plenty of positivefeedback.”

Toyota Gazoo Racing wound upfifth
and sixth fastest with its new TS050
HYBRID machines. Thenew car
lowered its predecessor’s best times
by over two seconds at the first attempt
with itsnew turbocharged 2.4-litre
engine and battery configuration.
Toyota completed acombined 1771aps.

canfeelitisabigstepforwardonlast
year’scar. Itfeelslike ithasabetter
balance and the 8MJ hybrid boost
isgreataround thistrack, where
straightline speed is so important. But
it’salsoimportant to keep stability and
momentum through the fast corners so
we have worked hard on the balance. We
stillhave work to do of course, butIam
pleased with the amount we have been
abletocram intothisone day of testing.”

Porsche’stwo 919 Hybrids completed
1731aps in their new specification
followingthe Stuttgart firm’sdecision
torevertback tothe samebattery
systems and control electronics it used
towin Le Manslast season. Porsche has
experienced difficulties with hybrid
power over the early FIA World

hasdecided torevertback to the proven
2015system. Aswell asthe Le Mans test
day, Porsche also completed a two-day
endurance testat Motorland Aragon

in Spainlast week.

Porsche Team head Andreas Seidl
said: “It was asuccessful startforus,
which makes us confident for the
race. Both carsran smoothly and we
completed our entire test programme
indry conditions. Inthe morning
session the focus was on set-up work,
inthe afternoon we worked mainly
onlongrunsforthetyres. It wasalso
importantto practice all the Le Mans-
specific procedures with race control,
such as safety car deployment and slow
zones. As ateam, we feel well prepared
fortherace week.”
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ADIN V Porsche, Audi out front @ Cameron/Griffin/Scott  Jin/Gommendy/Bruijn
‘ Le Mans 24 HoursTest Day - -
DRIVERS | CAR/TEAM | TIME
LMP1
1 Lucas di Grassi/Loic Duval/Oliver Jarvis AudiSportR18 3m21.375s
2  TimoBernhard/Mark Webber/Brendon Hartley Porsche 919 Hybrid 3m22.270s +0.895s
3 Romain Dumas/Neel Jani/Marc Lieb Porsche 919 Hybrid 3m22.334s +0.959s
n 4 Marcel Fassler/Andre Lotterer/Benoit Treluyer AudiSportR18 3m22.588s +1.213s
5 Anthony Davidson/Sebastien Buemi/Kazuki Nakajima/Alexander Wurz | Toyota Gazoo Racing TSO50 HYBRID 3m23.197s +1.822s
6 Stephane Sarrazin/Mike Conway/Kamui Kobayashi/Alexander Wurz | Toyota Gazoo Racing TS050 HYBRID 3m23.721s +2.346s
LMP2
1 Pu Jun Jin/Tristan Gommendy/Nick de Bruijn Eurasia Motorsport ORECA-Nissan 05 | 3m36.690s
2 Gustavo Menezes/Nicolas Lapierre/Stephane Richelmi Signatech Alpine ORECA-Nissan 05 3m37.397s +0.707s
3 Roman Rusinov/Will Stevens/Rene Rast/Alex Brundle G-Drive Racing ORECA-Nissan 05 3m37.503s +0.813s
. 4 Simon Dolan/Giedo van der Garde/Jake Dennis G-Drive Racing Gibson-Nissan 015S 3m37.581s +0.891s
5 Tor Graves/Roberto Merhi/Matt Rao Manor ORECA-Nissan 05 3m38.383s +1.693s
6 Tsugio Matsuda/Richard Bradley/Matt Howson KCMG ORECA-Nissan 05 3m38.486s +1.796s
B LM GTEPRO
1 Jan Magnussen/Antonio Garcia/Ricky Taylor Corvette Racing Corvette C7.R 3mb55.122s
2 Patrick Pilet/Kevin Estre/Nick Tandy Porsche Motorsport 911 RSR 3m55.402s +0.280s
1 | ' l ) | 3 Frederic Makowiecki/Jorg Bergmeister/Earl Bamber Porsche Motorsport 911 RSR 3mb55.691s +0.569s
D |1 C ‘ ‘ LM GTE AM
1 Yutaka Yamagishi/ Pierre Ragues/Jean-Philippe Belloc/Nick Catsburg Larbre Competition Corvette C7.R 3mb57.999s
| | ! 2 Duncan Cameron/Matt Griffin/Aaron Scott AF Corse Ferrari 458 ltalia 3mb58.869s +0.870s
Y- . 3 Bill Sweedler/Townsend Bell/Jeff Segal Scuderia Corsa Ferrari 458 ltalia 3mb58.981s +0.982s
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ByRob Ladbrook damper change on the front axle. That Briton Anthony Davidson said: “We Endurance Championshiproundsand Eurasia Motorsport topped the

LMP2times with PuJunJin, Tristan
Gommendy and Nick de Bruijnin

its ORECA-Nissan. Le Mansrookie
Will Stevens was part of the G-Drive
crew thatfinished third fastest,
alongside Rene Rast, Roman Rusinov
and Alex Brundle.

Antonio Garciaputthefactory
Corvette team top inthe GTE Protimes,
justclear of last year’soutright Le Mans
winner Nick Tandy inthe911 RSR he
shares with Patrick Pilet and Kevin Estre.

Corvette also topped the GTE Am
standings, with Yutaka Yamagishi,
Pierre Ragues, Jean-Philippe Belloc
and Nick Catsburgfastestahead of
the British-Irish crew of Duncan
Cameron, Matt Griffin and Aaron
Scottinthe AF Corse Ferrari.
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TURKINGTON

PREDICTS SUBARU GAINS

il mMsa British Touring Car Champion il BY Matt Iames

INLO

Turkington has opened 2016 account M

_' Race winner Colin Turkington
| says he has only scratched the

surface with the potential of

| the factory-supported Subaru
| Levorg British Touring Car

Championship machine after
taking his firstwin of 2016 at
Oulton Park last weekend.
TheNorthernIrishman qualified
onpole position for thefirst of the
weekend’sthreeraces in Cheshire
and powered toarace one win, before
followingthat up with second place
inthesecondraceand seventh
position in thefinale.
Histeam-mate, double champion
Jason Plato, took three podiums on
aremarkable turn around for the
Team BMR-operated machines.
“Thisisjustthestartof the
journey with this car,” said
Turkington, whohasmoved into
13thinthe standings after 12 rounds.
“We have got something to work
withnow and we will only improve.”

Reaching the top
Ithasbeenatoughbirth for
the Subaruprogramme and
itstwo-litre turbocharged
flat-four cylinder engine.

=a rxr—— = g y Aﬁg\

Breezermniound

Thepowerplant-which hadtobe
delivered from Japanasitisnoton
sale inthe UK-was only received by
engine tuners Mountune at the end of
January That meant that there was
nottimetohomologate aproper inlet
system and, up until the Oulton
Parkroundslast weekend, it was
usingthe system from theroad car.

Now, however, the team has been
allowed to switch toa bespoke unit
and thathastransformed the
output of themotor.

Allied tothat, the team had suffered
serious problems with the design
of thehigh-pressure fuel rail, which
failed on James Cole’smachineat
Donington Park in Apriland caused
amajorfire.

Theteam reworked the system
ahead of Thruxton, butfounda
similarfailure was possible so chose
towithdraw all four machines—
includingthat of team principal
Warren Scott-following qualifying.

Theteam went to Pembrey for an
intensive test session before Oulton
Park to work on the new fuel system
and to assess thenew inlet manifold.
Theresults were positive and that
wasthereason the carsshowed a
lot more pacelast weekend.

Along with the inlet manifold

a_J,

tweak, theteam alsohad areduction
inturboboostleadinguptothe
event, although BTCC technical
officials said they would look again
attheboostlevelsoncethey had
collected data.

Turkington said thatthe team
stillhad plenty of worktodoonthe
Levorg. “We have to improve the
straight-line speed of the car, but
thereare many, many areasto
work on,” heexplained.

“We got pole and won that firstrace
with noballast, and even though we
went in torace two with 75kg, we were
helpedthat Oultonisatrackthatis
alwaysrear-wheel-drivefriendly
andone where itishard toovertake.

“Ourprogramme is still very
new,don’tforget. We were strongat
Thruxton infree practice, but that
wasunder the radar because we
didn’tgettorace. Every time weare
takingtothe circuit, weare gettinga
little bit more from the car. Weneed
to continue that progresstobe truly
competitive—anditisaverytight
championshipthisseason.”

Plato’s positives

Plato was also on the pace at Oulton
Park and scored just two pointsless
than Turkington by taking three

Turkington: a highly
profitable weekend

third placed finishes. Hereverted
toamorebasic set-up after having
previously worked on unlocking
secrets from the dampersand
reaped therewards.

“AssoonasThad madethatchange
forthesecond free practice session
and qualifying, IknewIhada
properracing car underneath me
and somethingIcould work with,”
Platoexplained.

“Iwasreally atone with the car,
andIwasabletomake itdance-
which isthefirsttimeinalong
timeIhave hadacarlikethat.

“Wereally needed aresultlike
this. That wasfor the team, which has
worked hard, and for Subaruand our
backers. Having to withdraw from
Thruxton wasareal kick in the teeth
thatnoone could have predicted and
weneeded to get the ballrolling.

“Theexcitingthingfor meisthat
weare onlylooking ahead now,and
there are good things down the road
forus.”

©TPM Photosport
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'SCOTT GETS'SU
[BRITISH F3RET

Britishsingle-seaterracer Harrison
Scott willmake a surprisereturn
tothe BRDC British Formula 3
Championship at Silverstone this
weekend with HHC Motorsport.

Scott, who is currently third in the
FormulaRenault Eurocup points,
willrace HHC’s third car alongside
teamregulars Sisa Ngebulana and
Ben Hingeley after alate deal.

Scott, 20, has experience in the formula
when hetook partinlast year’s Autumn
Trophy mini-series, which marked the
competitive debut for thenew Tatuus-
Cosworth British F3car.

Hefinished second in the pointsto
BenBarnicoatdrivingfor Douglas
Motorsportlast November.

“I'mkeentodosomeextraracing
around the Eurocup programme as

we'reracing pretty muchjustoncea
monthandIwanttomaximisemy seat
time,” said Scott.

“Ilikeracingthe British F3 car.Ithas
alotof downforceand is very strong
through thefaster cornersandisalso
quickerthanthe Renaultinastraight
line. Saying that though the Renault
has good aero and soft tyres,sothe
techniques through quick turns will be
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‘Neal held on to

strong record’
BTCC at Oulton Park, p24

_1-'_:---:_"4:"'

similarbetween the two. The set-ups
have comealongway sincellastraced
the F3 car, butitshould berelatable.
I’'dlike todomoreraces if possible.”
HHC Motorsport’s Charlie Kemp
said: “Itis greattohave Harrisonin
the car. He knows the track and should
getuptospeedrelatively quickly,and
weare sure he will bea valuable asset
throughout the weekend.”

Scott last raced for
Douglas Motorsport

Fielding to move on from Oulton nightmare

Former British F4 pointsleader
Sennan Fielding has described

his Oulton Park weekend as
onetoforget.

The JHR Developments driver

and they didn’t work,” he RENA!
said. “Everyone has their ups SPOL/ ,
and downs but it’s so close up '-'-"1-‘_
atthefrontand wejustneed to L1IO e

forgetabout this weekend.”

= —

Ingram gets return
to the Spa 25 Hours

British Touring Car
Championship race winner
Tom Ingram will race in the
Fun Cup 25 Hours at Spaon
July 9/10.

The Speedworks Toyota
Avensis man will line up for
Global Racing alongside John
Gilbert, Sarah Reader and
Scott Mansell for the season’s
showpiece in Belgium for his
second attempt at the event.

“Itreally is great fun,” said
Ingram, who finished on
the podium on his previous
outingin 2014. “That is why
itis called the Fun Cup!
Although the petrol cars
aren’t the fastest things
in the world, they can be a
good challenge.

“EauRougeis flatand it
feels like you are on the
Kemmel Straight for about
six and a half months. But the
rest of the track can be quite
tricky and the weather can
always turn. There are all
sorts of things that are
thrown at you at Spa.”

Aston ace Turner
tries Superkarts

Works Aston Martin driver
and double Le Mans class
winner Darren Turner
was at Donington Park last
Thursday for the Superkart
test day, trying out three
different karts.

Theinitial run was in
Joe Dickinson’s F125 Open
Raider Vortex. He then
tried the Raider Honda of
Mark Vaughan as used in
the MSA British Superkart
Championship before
sampling a Division 1
Anderson FPE.

Turner shared a busy
track with many of the

had aslenderlead headingto
Cheshire buthad a miserable
two days, picking up just seven
points and dropping to fourth

Fielding isnow 42 points
behind new British F4leader
PetruFlorescu.

Arden’s Luis Leedsalsohad a

Senna Proctor took a Clio podium

Proctor keen to huild on

Carolme will finish the season w1th top squad Fortec

Caroline moves to Fortec for British F4

British F4 star Jamie
Caroline will switch to
the Fortec Motorsports
squad for the remainder
of the season.
Thereigning Ginetta
Junior champion will
make the move from
Jamun Racing at Croft, to
replace Ross Martin (see
storyon page 16).
“Fortecisabigteam, a
successful team,” said
Caroline. “In the future
it will give me a lot more
options so it will benefit
me. I’m looking forward
toit-they’reagood
bunch of people and

Itested with them at
Anglesey last year.”
Caroline’s father, TVR
Tuscan star Lee, added
that without Jamun
and sponsorship from
Keltbray Jamie wouldn’t
be on the grid this year.
Caroline is now
targeting his maiden
win in the category at
Croft next weekend.
“It’satrack Ilike and
Fortec were strong there
last year and won all
threeraces,” he added.
“It’s been a while since
Iwon so it would be
great to win there.”

inthestandingsasaresult.
He sstarted the eventon the

back foot, qualifying 14th for

the opener. He scored a best

finish of eighth inrace three.

“Itwas very difficult-we
tried afew things on the car

difficult weekend. The Aussie
suffered a broken suspension
link in qualifying and he
therefore started at the back.
Hisbestresult was also eighth
and he has dropped from second
tofifth in the standings.

his breakthrough podium

Ginetta Junior runner-up Senna Proctor
is confident of more strongresults after
claiminghisfirst podium since switching
tothe Renault UK Clio Cup this year at
Oulton Park last weekend.

The Team BMR with Pyrodriverhada
difficult openingfew rounds, including
aspectacularroll at Donington Park,
buthasnow got to grips with his Clio.

“It’sgreattogetapodium,” hesaid.
“Ihad afew problems with the carat
Thruxton after Irolled at Donington
but they’re sorted now.”

Proctor qualified second for both
Oultonracesbut clashed with Paul Rivett
inthe opener and had to settle for fourth,
beforetakingthird inracetwo. He’s
hopingpodiums will be “like buses” now.

Proctoradded: “Weare goingtomy
homecircuitat Croft nextand hopefully I
will have a good weekend there tooand

Sennan Fielding lost his British F4 points lead after bad run

keepthe momentum going.”

European Superkart
championship contenders,
who were in the Midlands
ahead of last weekend’s
Superkartrace meeting (see
report, page 30).

Following the final
session in the twin cylinder
FPE, Turner said he had
thoroughly enjoyed the
experience, adding: “Mega,
wow that’s quick. It’s just
viciously fastand more
extreme than I expected.

“Asthekarthasno
suspension I found bumps
on the Donington circuit
Ididn’t know existed and
was usingmusclesIdidn’t
know I had. My main
problem was tryingto
getused to the gears
and braking, but also
understanding the grip
leve