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ByRob Ladbrook

Ferrari head Maurizio
Arrivabene says the team

will not ditch its aggressive
approach toracesthisyear,
after narrowly missing victory
inlast weekend’s Australian
Grand Prix.

Ferrarienjoyed astrongstart
totheseason in Melbourne,
provingthat the Maranellosquad
haseroded the performance gap to
world championship dominator
Mercedes over the winter.

Despitedrivers Sebastian Vettel
and KimiRaikkonen sharingthe
second row of the grid behind
the works Silver Arrows of Lewis
Hamilton and Nico Rosberg,
both Ferrarisleapfrogged the
Mercedes inthe openingcorners,
with Vettel leading the majority
of thefirsthalf of therace.

Ham1lton and Vettel fought

Ferrariadopted an aggressive
tyrestrategy, opting tofit two sets
of super-soft Pirellisto both Vettel
and Raikkonen’s cars, committing
both driverstoatwo-stop strategy.

Thered flag stoppage, caused
by Fernando Alonso’sfrightening
accident (see Racing News),
unseated Ferrariand instead
played intothe hands of Mercedes,
which switched tomedium tyres
after the stoppagetorunlong.

Despitelosingtherace,
Arrivabene was adamant that
Ferrariwouldn’tback off asit
aimstofightforthisyear’s
world championship.

“Our pacefor thefirst part of
the grand prix was good, before
therace wasred-flagged, but we
shouldn’tusethatasanexcuse,”
hesaid. “This only shows that you

shouldn’t count your chickens
before they are hatched.

“We were confident [of winning
therace] before theredflag. On
the pitwall we were confident in
allhonesty. At certain points we
werelooking at the gap, we were
lookingat our strategy prediction
and we were quite comfortable.
Butcertain decisions can beright

or wrong. Welooked atthe gap
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we were gaining [on the super-
softs]and atthetime ouridea
wastogowithourstrategy and
keepon, but theredflagcame
and wedidn’twintherace.
“Today’sraceservesasa
remindertoustopusheven
harder, with even more humility
and dedication, startingalready
atthenextrace inBahrain.”

Fightis on
Despite Vettel emulating his third
placeof last year’s season-opener
in Australia, Ferrari’s spirits have
been buoyed by the clear progress
theteam hasmade over the winter.
Vettelled a total of 311apsfrom
thestart, with hisfastestracelap
beinga comfortable0.5s quicker
thanrace winner Rosberg’s.
Ferrari’sradical reworking of
its SF16-H, which included a
moveback to conventional
pushrod front suspension
and sweepingupgrades of its
power unit, has closed the gap
toMercedes, if not surpassed it
onthebasisof long-runpace.
Vettel said the team could
take great encouragement for
the season ahead after its
performance in Melbourne. He
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and vow not to back off

“It’s a reminder to
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. _ Maurizio Arrivabene ceces at the start and stayed there until the red flag period

said: “Ithink wearealot closer
[to Mercedes]. Last year this was
one of our worsttracks sothere
areplenty of positivestotake
fromthis.

“Surely thered flagdidn’thelp
us, and equally we benefited from
the start, but sometimes things
work in your favour and
sometimestheydon’t.

“Wehad agreatrace. We went
anaggressiveroute—maybe in
hindsight we could have done
somethingelse-butwearea
team, we win and lose together.

“We expect more from this year.

Last year was abit of an unknown.

Ithink we were happy tobe on
the podium here after the season
Ferrarihadin 2014. This year we
come in with more expectations.
Naturally when you finish
second inthe Constructors’
Championship you want to
challengeforfirst.Ithink we
managed to close the gap
morethan anyone else.
“Therehasbeenalot of work
back at Maranelloon this car and
Ithink we have theright carto
allow us to put pressure on these
guys [Mercedes]. We know that
thebenchmark is still high, but

thingsare comingtogether.
Weare definitely alot closer.”
Onebloton Ferrari’s copybook
wastheretirement of Raikkonen,
who was in contention fora
podium when he had topitwitha
fire inhiscar’sairbox. The Finn
said: “Idon’tknow exactly what
happened, butIdon’tthink the
problem wasrelated to the engine
asthatwasstillrunning. It’s
unfortunate for the whole team.
“After the winter we had arough
ideathat we should be pretty OK
this year. Qualifying was afunny
day for everybody, so we knew the
time gaptothe Mercedes wasn’t
real. The car hasbeen handling
very well, it’s fast and you get
agood feelingfrom it. We still
have some work todo though.”

Mercedes’fears
Mercedes knows it hasafight
onitshands with Ferrari this
year, after having to battle back
from a series of problemsduring
therace towin.

Despite dominating qualifying,
both cars made tardy starts, and
thenlackedrace pace when
their super-softs experienced
excessive grainingduringthe

) F1 TEAMS L(

first stint. It prompted the team to
switch both driverstoa one-stop
strategy, but both cars benefited
from fresh medium tyres during
theredflagperiod.

Hamilton said he had been
impressed by what he’d seen
from Ferrari, and said his second
placefinish was hard-earned.

“IfeelIachieved quitealot
today,and I'mreally happy
because it was damage
limitation,” said Hamilton, who
survived a first corner brush
with Rosbergand dropped as low
asseventhduring therace.

“It was difficult to know how
longthetyres were goingtolast.
It was soslippery at times. We
thought Ferrari were going to
be close. I knew they would
have been quicker in qualifying
if they’d had another lap. Nico
doesn’tseemtothink he had
problems following them,
sothat’s interesting. But
when Sebastian was following
me it wasexcitingbecausel
wasinarace.

“Ferrariis obviously there
and in the battle as you’ve seen
today, so hopefully we have some
excitingraces ahead of us.”

Y FOR OLD' ¢

suffered aretirement of its own

during the race in Melbourne, with
race winner Nico Rosberg’s car being
described as “marginal” after the flag.

Rosberg led team-mate Lewis
Hamilton home for a Mercedes

one-two after a tight strategic battle
with Ferrari, but team head Toto Wolff
said the German was close to retiring

with braking issues mid-race.

“It was an unconventional race

in that we suffered some little
dramas,” said Wolff. “We had
aproblem on Nico’s car with
brake caliper temperatures,
which kept creeping up almost
to a stage where

we thought about

retiring the car.

That was two

thirds into the

race. We caught

some debris in

the caliper,

but then it

stabilised and

'MERCEDES’ PROBLEMS

Mercedes hasrevealed thatit nearly

started to creep down again.
“It was difficult for the team to
handle and then 15 laps from the

end our calculations showed the tyres
wouldn’tlast, that five laps from the
end the left-rear could fall off the cliff.
The temperatures kept dropping every
lap and our tyre guy said ‘Five laps
from the end, that’s it’. We lost a lot of
grip on the rear-left, but it’s just one of
four tyres and Nico made it survive.”

2 i

Rosbergnearly
had to retire with
brakingissues
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Nico Rosherg led a Mercedes 1-2 but Ferrari could have won

f the 2016 Australian GPis
anything go by, Formula1l
fansare inforacorkerof a
year. On paper, theresult
of aMercedes1-2, with
Sebastian Vettel’s Ferrari
inthird, madethefirstraceof '16
look like openinground of "15.
Thereality isfar from that.
Mercedes and Ferrariwill be true
rivals this season; Red Bullhasa great
car that will benefitfrom an improving
Renault/TAG Heuer motor and Toro
Rossoarerightnow third-fastestteam.
Soexpectatruefightforthetitleand
somesurprisingresults,such as
Carlos Sainz/Max Verstappen
podiums and alate-season win
or two for Daniel Ricciardo.
Andlet’sall be thankful that
Fernando Alsono, maybe the greatest
driver of hisgeneration, will be
competingintheBahrain GP...

Qualifying

When both Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen
parked up their Ferrari SF16-H

cars with five minutes of the 2016
Australian GP Q3lefttorun, we
should have known what was coming.
Vettel, asthird fastest qualifier, wasa
compulsory attendee at the FIA’'s post-
session press conference and he duly
arrived, right on time. But unlike

poleman Lewis Hamilton and P2
Nico Rosbergalongside him-whose
Mercedes were the only cars still
circulating in the dying minutes of
Q3- Vettel wasdressed in team top,
jeansandtrainers, ratherthan
thestill-sweaty race suits worn

by Nicoand Lewis.

How come? He’d had time, on account
of thenew-found knockout vagaries
of therevised-for-2016 qualifying
system, toslip into something
more comfortable.

Thatsaiditallabouta
system intended to create more
unpredictability and grid variation,
but which succeeded in delivering
precisely the opposite: a grid innear
two-by-two team formation, arrived at
with less drama, but more confusion,
than the outgoing (uncriticised)
systemitreplaced!

Vettel, smartboy that he is, knew
precisely the pointhe was making by
turningup in civvies andlest anyone
misunderstand, he spelled it out: “Ihad
timetoget changed, yes,” hesaid, when
asked about hisattire. “What happened
wasnosurpriseandIdon’tthinkit’s
very exciting. People want to see Lewis,
Nico, Kimi... all of usfightingover grid
positionsand pushingtotheend when
thetrack issupposed tobe at its best.
Itwasabitcrazy inthebeginning -

Rosberg started 2016 as he finished last season by taking viaory

managing traffic—-but for people inthe
grandstands, there wasnothingto see.
Thefactthat we called it off in Q3 was
because we had a good time with our
firstlap, so we saved the tyre for Sunday.”

Hewasfarfromalonein his view.
The paddock echoed toa chorus of
disapproval as Q3 drew toaclose. Some,
such as Red Bull team boss Christian
Horner, predicted immediate change,
viaafax vote of thedecision-making
F1Strategy Group. Others,such as
Mercedes non-executive chairman
NikiLauda went further,demanding
immediateaction: “Thisis the biggest
nonsense I haveeverseen,” hesaid.
“Iwasnotevensureif Ishould
congratulate our driverson our front
row. We have to call ateam principal
meetingand ask the FIA to change
the format with immediate effect.

For Bahrainalready.”

Knee-jerk reactionslike thisarenot
uncommon in F1, especially atatime
when the political atmosphere within
thesportremainsfebrileand,as MV
closed for press, there were suggestions
the sport might pause beforereverting
immediately tothe formerthree-
session knockout system that has
served it well inrecent seasons.

Afterall, the 2016 version was not
entirely without merit, on the evidence
of Melbourne alone. Q1 and Q2-both
of whicharenow ‘devil take the
hindmost’ elimination sessions with
acarfallingout of contention every 90
seconds—were tense and entertaining.
They provided moments of proper
knockout drama, such as Renault
rookie Jolyon Palmer elevating
himself from the Q2 ‘drop zone’to P14,
outqualifyinghishighly rated team-
mate, F1returnee Kevin Magnussen,
by half atenth inthe process.
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Earlier, in Q1, Red Bull and Daniil
Kvyatfound themselves caught out
by the new procedures, ending up only
18th fastest. Team-mate Ricciardo’s
P8wasmorerepresentative of the
Renault-driven (TAG Heuer-branded)
RB12’space,asitcontinuestolack
grunt compared to Mercedes-and
Ferrari-poweredrivals.

Bytheendof Q3, however, with
Ferraris inthe garage and only two
Mercs stilllapping, the grandstands
had ‘declared’. Sports-mad Melburnians
know agood show from bad and they’d
started to vote with their feet, leaving
before the end of the session.

Asidefromthenon-dramaof a
qualifyinghour that started with
abangand ended with a whimper,
what had they seen?

Hamilton’s 50th pole position, for
astart. Lewis’s was one of thefew
undimmed smiles in the paddock on
Melbourne Saturday. The Mercedes
WO07has picked up where its
predecessorsleft off and, while Ferrari
look more competitive this season, the
sheer speed of thesilver carisnotin
doubt: its pure qualifyingpace was at
least half asecond perlap quicker than
anythingelse. “There were some sexy
lapsout theretoday,” Lewis beamed.
“The car felt good with a beautiful
rhythm. Itfeltlike James Brown
attheendof thelap.”

Another star was Verstappen,
who placed P5. After Toro Rosso’s
excellent winter testing performance,
theposition wasn’tsomuchof a
surpriseas confirmation of true
competitiveness from the supposedly
second-string Red Bull squad. Carlos
Sainz, in P7,had caught theeye in free
practice with several dynamic-looking
laps, but it was hot-shot Verstappen

=
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who posted the time when it mattered.

The McLaren-Hondas of Fernando
Alonsoand Jenson Button, meantime,
atlastlooked semi-competitive, with
theirrespective P12and P13 placings,
even if the Honda power unithasa
trailing-throttle note that sounds
likeball bearingsrattlingdown the
exhaust pipe.

Andan honourable mention, too, for
Indonesianrookie Rio Haryanto, for
hisP21time. Hedid well tokeep his
composure after a Q1 pitlane shunt
with Romain Grosjean, even if he
was later penalised three positions.

Race

Aftertwodaysof gloomand despair—
mostly onaccount of negativereaction
tothenew-look qualifyingregs, butin
partbecause of the unseasonably
tempestuous Melbourne weather—

the 2016 Australian GP wasjustthe
tonic F1needed.

Athrillingrace, filled with incident;
good news storiesup and down the
paddock, the prospect of areal
championship battleahead-all
laced withrelief that Alonso
survived unscathed one of the scariest-
looking shuntsinrecent seasons.

Such had been the rumpus over
qualifying, it was arelief, indeed,
finally to get the 2016 race season
underway and discover whether
Ferrari’s Sunday pace was strong
enough torival that of Mercedes.

Intheevent, there wasnoneed to wait
forabs7-lap strategy battle to play out,
tofind an answer: poleman Hamilton
started slowly, allowing Vettel to
surge through from P3intothelead,
squeezingout Rosbergand allowing
Raikkonen tofollow him. Ferrari
firstand second: game on!
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‘Sixth was remarkable
for Haas on its debut’
MN Awards handed out, p7

Results © 2016 Formula One Administration Ltd

AUSTRALIA YRE
Circuit: Albert Park, Melbourne Laps: 57 i1 C 2
Race distance: 187.83 miles Lap: 3.295 miles Prime

Lap record: Michael Schumacher 2004, 1m24.125s
2015 winner: Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes)

SUPER-SOFT

Option

Drag Reduction System activation zones |

RESULTS
FIA Formula 1World Championship, round 1/21

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Nico Rosberg GER | Mercedes 1h48m15.565s
2 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +8.060s
3 Sebastian Vettel GER | Ferrari +9.643s
4 Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-TAG Heuer +24.330s
5 Felipe Massa BRA | Williams-Mercedes +58.979s
6 Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari +1m12.081s
7 Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Force India-Mercedes +1m14.199s
8 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Williams-Mercedes +1m15.153s
9 Carlos Sainz ESP | Toro Rosso-Ferrari +1m15.680s
10 | Max Verstappen NED | Toro Rosso-Ferrari +1m16.833s
11 | Jolyon Palmer GBR | Renault +1m23.399s
12 | KevinMagnussen | DEN | Renault +1m25.606s
13 | Sergio Perez MEX | ForceIndia-Mercedes +1m31.699s
14 | Jenson Button GBR | McLaren-Honda -1lap
15 | Felipe Nasr BRA | Sauber-Ferrari -1lap
16 | Pascal Wehrlein GER | Manor-Mercedes -1 lap
R Marcus Ericsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari L38/drivetrain
R Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari L21/fire
R Rio Haryanto INA | Manor-Mercedes L17/gearbox
R Esteban Gutierrez | MEX | Haas-Ferrari L16/collision
R Fernando Alonso ESP | McLaren-Honda L16/collision
NS | Daniil Kvyat RUS | Red Bull-TAG Heuer LO/electrical

Thiswasahard, aggressive startto
the season, as three world champions
and one champ-wannabe scrapped over
millimetres into Turn 1 and emerged
unscathed, toleave a pair of Ferrarisout
frontand Mercedes castas chasers. “It
wasabittightinto Turn1,” said Vettel,
“butintheend wemade itand even
hadboth carsrunningatthefront,
soIcouldn’taskformore,really.”

Hestayed there, with Raikkonen
behind, for 12laps and would later lead
foranother19. Soon the evidence of this
somewhatatypical circuit low grip, low
wear, low lateral loadings) the SF16-H
unquestionably has the pace tobother
Mercedes, should the silver team
function anythingless than perfectly:.

Both Ferraris and both Mercedes
started on the used supersofts they had
carried through from qualifyingand
they had been tipped to progress with
two sets of softs, stoppingataround
laps16and37.

Butonlap 17everything changed.
Approaching Turn 3, Fernando Alonso,
running13th, jinked his McLaren-Honda
outof theslipstream of Esteban
Gutierrez’s Haas. Alonso’sfront-right
clipped the left-rear of Gutierrezand
what followed was one of those heart-in-
the-mouth accidents that freeze timeand
result in amass collective outpouring
of relief, at the sight of a battered-but-
unharmed driver emergingfroma
crumpled, smokingheap of carbon
thatusedtobearacingcar.

Alonso’s MP4-31 had lost both front
wheels by the time itreached the T3
gravel trap, whereupon itlifted, double-
rolled, smashed down, continued
gyrating, before comingtoathudding
haltagainstatyrebarrier. Alonso
wriggled out of his upturned chassisto
emerge clearly shaken, but uprightand

AWARDS AND STATS FROM MEI.BOl.IHN_E

mobile. Withinmomentsheand
Gutierrez, whohad also spun out,
harmlessly; had found each other and
embraced. They knew ithad beena
racingincident, with nomalice or
fault tobe found or attributed.

“You arenot exactly aware where you
are,” said Alonso. “You want to stopand
itdoesn’t stop, it keeps going and going
and going. It was quitescary. Youare
justflyingand then you see the sky, the
ground, the sky, the ground and you
don’t know. When IstoppedIsaw alittle
spaceto getoutof the carandIwentout
quickly justtomake sure that people at
home were not too worried aboutme.”

The crash triggered an initial yellow
flag, swiftly upgraded toarace-stopping
red asthe amount of carbon wreckage
left behind by the bodywork-shedding
McLaren was too great to clear safely
under yellows.

Thebreak allowed all teams a ‘free’
tyrechangeand it was here thatthe
complexion of theracechanged.
Mercedes opted torun its pair ‘long’,
fittingmediums toboth drivers, having
estimated (correctly) that these would
run happily to theflag. And as the post-
red flag stops played out (for those that
madethem), Rosbergassumed thelead
onlap35and wasnever headed thereafter,
despite late-race tyre-life worries.

Ferrari, by contrast, had put supersofts
onits pair, necessitating one further stop.
That became moot for Raikkonen,
whoretired from third with a fiery
mechanical failureonlap21. Butthe
strategy might have cost Vettela win.
Afterhisfinal stoponlap 35, Sebran
fourth behind Rosberg, Ricciardo (ona
Ferrari-style strategy) and Hamilton.
Ricciardo’sfinal stop (for supersofts, on
lap42)allowed both Hamilton and Vettel
through, with Seb close enough, and on

Vettel surged between the
Mercs to lead at the start

faster, fresher rubber, to trouble
Hamilton all the way totheflag. They
finishedjust1.5sapart, with Vettelhaving
previously been closeenough totrya
DRS pass before makingasmall error.

“There werealot of positivesforus,”
Vettelreflected. “Last year, this was one
of our worsttracks, sothisisalotbetter.
We went for an aggressive route—maybe
with hindsight we could have tried
somethingelse, but I'mnot willing to
blame anyone or anything. We know that
we can up our game and put pressureon.”

Fightingtalk indeed, and cause for
optimism for the season ahead -asthere
was elsewhere. Both Toro Rossos looked
feisty — Verstappen even managinga
spinaftertaggingtherearof Sainz—
and Red Bull proved they can never
be written off. Williamsalsohad a
solid double-points weekend.

And then there were debutants Haas,
toprovide the feel-good story of the
event. Sixth for Romain Grosjean, after
afleet one-stopper, that had always been
planned, redflagorno. Thelastteam to
scoreon its debut was Toyota, in 2002,
and somehow you suspect unflashy,
well-resourced Haas may goon to
achieve much greater things. “This
isawinforus,” shouted an emotional
Grosjean, inanon-banned radio
communication ashe crossed theline.

Well, not quite, Romain-but it wasn’t
half good. A bitlike the wholerace.

p—— T —— e W
Ricciardo showed Red Bull pace

I NEXT

—~a RACE
> P7 ;

Winner's average speed 104.10mph Lap leaders: Vettel 1-12; Raikkonen 13-15; Vettel 16-34; Rosberg 35-57

FASTEST LAPI DANIEL RICCIARDO 1m28.997s

ON LAP 49 (AVERAGE SPEED: 133.30mph)

OUALIFYING
1 Hamilton 1m23.837s 12 | Button 1m26.304s
2 Rosberg 1m24.197s 13 | Palmer 1m27.601s
3 | Vettel 1m24.675s 14 | Magnussen 1m27.742s
4 Raikkonen 1m25.033s 15 | Ericsson 1m27.435s
5 Verstappen 1m25.434s 16 | Bottas* 1m25.961s
6 Massa 1m25.458s 17 | Nasr 1m27.958s
7 | Sainz 1m25.5682s 18 | Kvyat 1m28.006s
8 | Ricciardo 1m25.589s 19 | Grosjean 1m28.322s
9 Perez 1m25.753s 20 | Gutierrez 1m29.606s
10 | Hulkenberg 1m25.865s 21 | Wehrlein 1m29.642s
11 | Alonso 1m26.125s 22 | Haryanto** 1m29.627s

* B-place grid penalty for replacement gearbox. ** 3-place grid penalty for causing a collision.

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

Palmer just missed
p points on his debut

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS
POS | CONSTRUCTOR | PTS
1 | NicoRosberg 25 1 Mercedes 43
2 | Lewis Hamilton 18 2 | Ferrari 15
3 | Sebastian Vettel 15 3 | Williams-Mercedes 14
4 | Daniel Ricciardo 12 4 | Red Bull-TAG Heuer 12
5 | Felipe Massa 10 5 | Haas-Ferrari 8
6 | Romain Grosjean 3 6 | Force Indla-Merce_des 6
: 7 | Toro Rosso-Ferrari 3
7 Nico Hulkenberg 6 8 Renault 0
8 | Valtteri Bottas 4 9 | McLaren-Honda 0
9 | Carlos Sainz 2 10 | Sauber-Ferrari 0
10 | Max Verstappen 1 11 | Manor-Mercedes 0

the pressureon
Mercedes?

CanFerrarimaintain

BAHRAIN
GRAND PRIX

APRIL 3
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Star Driver justto

Romain Grosjean
but, in truth, sixth
forateamonits F1
debut is about much
more than just one
! = ———— man. OK, the Haas
S ; VF-16 wasn't
: particularly rapid
and does benefit
from Ferrariinput,
but to be competitive
and reliable enough
to score six points —
more than the last
three new outfits
combined —was no
mean feat, and was
afillipfor F1.

il Hans Automation Inc.

OTORSPORT

Ly
-

SAFETY &
3 PBIZE N

QUOTE OF THEWEEK

Hamilton’s pole position
was the 50th of his career.
Thatis still 15 short of Ayrton
Senna, with Michael . "
Schumacher 5
thetop

polesitter

Rosberg’s Australian GP
success was his 15th F1
win, matching the tally of
Jenson Button. Rosberg is
now just one victory behind
Stirling Moss, the most
successful F1 driver not

to have secured the crown.

“To introduce thiswas
totally wrong.It waslike
digginginthe toilet.”

NikiLaudapans

qualifying changes

FASTEST LAPS
DRIVER | TIME

123 |

| ValtteriBottas  [1m32.726s |51 |

| SergioPerez [1m32.780s |39 |

=R f B v Sy . sealed its fate. At least F1

: ) R hesgouidotitintime
- . A - ‘ : ’ o 3 ~ forBahrain... we hope!

NEW
QUALIFYING
Coming up with

something bad enough

that all the teams unanimously
agree to scrap within 24 hours
ofits debutis rather special,
but F1 managed that with the
pointless qualifying format
change. Its failure was
predictable, buthaving

no cars on track during

the closing moments of the
session —when it should
surely reach its climax —
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MaxVer-slappin’

Toro Rosso driver Max Verstappen
was left angry atthe team’s
decision to ignore his calls to
pitduring the Australian GP.
Verstappen radioed his engineers
towarn that he was struggling with
tyre wear, only for the team to pit
team-mate Carlos Sainz Jrfirst.
Verstappen sent a series of angry
messages back to the team saying:
“How many times have I said |

had problems with the tyres?1
wanted to pit first” Verstappen
then stopped forthe second time
when the team wasn’t expecting
him, and he then had a brush with
Sainzthatdropped him to 10th,
having run third early on.“ltwas a
disappointing raceingeneral,and a
lost opportunity,’ said Verstappen.
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Rule swap

The FIA made a last-minute U-turn on the
new, stricter pit-to-car radio rules ahead
ofthe Australian Grand Prix. Many teams
and drivers expressed concern that the
new rules, which can any data on car
condition or performance from being
communicated during a race, were too
restrictive. The FIA relaxed the rules to
allow conversations on race strategy
between drivers and their engineers.

Williams’points
Williams’ Rob Smedley says the
squad was satisfied with a double-
points finish in Melbourne, but
hinted there’s a lot more to come
from its car thanks to upgrade
packages. Felipe Massa and Valtteri
Bottas both had quiet races on their
way to fifth and eighth respectively.
Smedley said: “Australiais a
strange race as you come here with
lots of unknowns, but we scored
decent points. Now we have to
develop the car with upgrades
coming and we need every bit of
performance to get ourselvesin

a better position.”

Teams, drivers and
fans disliked format

onhow toaddressthesituationas
quickly aspossible. Mercedes’ Toto
Wolff said teams were united in their
callstorevertback tothetraditional
qualifying format from Bahrian
onwards, but any such move must
firstberatified by both the FIA’s
F1Commissionand its F1
Strategy Group—thefactions
thatimposed the new format
inthefirstplace.

Wolff said: “Therewasa
meeting, withaunanimous
decisiontakentogobackto
the old formatfrom Bahrain

By Rob Ladbrook driversbeingeliminated while in the
pitgarages. Teamsalso struggled to
service carsinthetimescales,leading
toaflurry of activity early onand
quietendstosessions.

Qualifying three was the biggest
failure, with many of thefastestcars
choosingtodoasinglequick runand
thensave tyresfortherace. It meant
all times were set with four minutes of
the session stillremaining. Sebastian
Vettel even had time to be weighed and
change out of hisrace suitbeforethe
clock had ticked tozero.

Afterscathingcriticism on Saturday,
teams held crunch talks in Melbourne onwards. Itneedstoberatified

WHE HE PADDO AND YOU) SAID

by the F1 Commission, but I would
like to see who puts hishand up for
[Saturday’s] qualifying.

“There were some teams that
thought [retaining the knockout
format] for Q1 and Q2 would shake
thingsupand be interesting, but
fundamentally common sense
prevailed. Weare now back
tosomething we understand,
where we haveregulationsand
notreinvent something new.

“We would look really silly
: if there wasanew compromise
#s / [fornextweek,and thenagain

wedidn’tlikeit.”

Formula 1 teams will lobby for
the sporttorevertbacktoits old
qualifying format for the Bahrain
Grand Prix onwards, after the
new system was met with scathing
criticismin Australia.

Teams, driversand fansalike
slammed the new qualifying format
afteritstrial run in Australia proved
disastrous. Thenewrulesdictated
that cars would be eliminated from
qualifyingat90-second intervals
duringeach of thethree sessions—
asystem thatleft many confused and

Bull bounce back

Red Bull team head Christian Horner
says the squad will fight back in Bahrain
after amixed Australian GP. While Daniel
Ricciardo fought to fourth place, team-
mate Daniil Kvyat didn’t get to start the
race after a hybrid system failure halted
him on the formation lap. Horner said:

“It was along shot for the podium butiit’s
encouraging to see the pace of the carin
race trim. Daniil had a CU-H [electrical]
failure and seems to be cursedin
Melbourne. But he'llbe backin Bahrain”

Button’s blame
Jenson Button has put his
disappointing Australian GP
down to “imperfect strategy calls”.
While Alonso crashed out, Button
finished 14th in his reworked
McLaren-Honda. “Thered flag
hurt us as we’d already made our
first stop, then the super-softs
only lasted 10 laps after the
restart)” he said. “We ended up
atthe back of the queue?”

The new F1 qualifying format didn't go
down wellin Melbourne. Here are some
ofthe bestviewsonit.

Bernie Ecclestone
“lwasn’t enthusiastic about it from day one.
It was pretty crap. But this is what we've got
until we can change it. The only thing about
this format is the quick guys could have run
off the road or done something silly and

we would have had a mixed-up grid”’

SebastianVettel

“Ilt was s**t... | don't see why everybody

is surprised. We all said this would happen
[cars not running]. We were told to wait
and see, we waited and we saw, and it
wasn'texciting”’

Lewis Hamilton

“It was good that we tried something new,
butit's trial and error, maybe not just go
backto the old way!

Christian Horner
“Qualifying didn't work for me and we
should apologise to the fans. We have not
really put on a show. To have Sebastian
Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen in fast cars not
taking part with five minutes to go is wrong.”

What you said

We ran an online poll via our
@MNewsRacing Twitter account
following qualifying asking what you
thought the next best step would be, and
it revealed some surprising information.

’ WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

2 Z S@MNEWSHACING

GOBACKTOTHEOLDSYSTEM  53%
TRYREWORKINGTHIS ONE 16%

TRYSOMETHINGTOTALLYNEW 31%
Public opinion was divided

Ofthe 116 responses we gained,

the majority of you agreed that amove
back to the old system was the way
forward, with only a handful suggesting
the new format could work with some
modification. However, a third of people
remained open to trying something
new for qualifying , proving that there

is an appetite for change on grand
prixweekends.
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‘Goodwood still

delivered’
Member’s Meeting, p20
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Fernando Alonso was able to walk
away unharmed from an horrific
crash with Esteban Gutierrezinthe
Australian Grand Prix.

The double champion clipped the back
of the Mexican’s Haas when tryingto
passhim into the brakingzone of Turn3.

Theimpactsentthe McLaren flying
through theair before it then rolled over
after hittingthe ground and clattered
againstabarrier.

Alonso wasableto get out of the wreckage
unaided and was given the all-clear by
doctorsatthecircuit’smedical centre.

“Ifeel good,” said Alonso. “Obviously
I'mtryingtoputeverythingin placeagain
inmy body. It wasabig, bigcrash.

“Itriedtotake the slipstream of
Gutierrezintothe brakingpoint,and it
wasacombination of factorsthat weended
up withacrash. I'm thankful for the safety
of those carsand thatI’'malive talkingto
you. Thisisthe most important thing.

“You arenot exactly aware where you
are. Youarejustflyingand then you see
the sky, the ground, the sky, the ground
and youdon’t know.

“Everything[feltlike it] happened slower
than [itlooked on] the outside. You want to
stopand it doesn’tstop, it keeps goingand
goingand going. It was quitescary.”

When asked who was to blame for
theaccident, Alonsosaid: “It’saracing
incident. We both tried tofight and

sometimes we forget that we are at 200mph
and every little crash can be much bigger.
“It'sdisappointing because we start the
championship with zero points and we’ve
probably damaged the power unit so we
have to take the second one immediately -
but that’snot the most important thing.”
Gutierrezsaid his only concernhad
been that Alonso wasalright.
“Thankfully we are alright. It was
avery, very scary moment,” he said.
“ThefirstthingIsaw in the mirror,I was
really worried.Ijumped outasquick as
Icouldandrantohim.It wasareally big
relief hewas OK.”
The stewards deemed the collisiona
racingincidentandnoaction wastaken.

Pipo Deranitook a last-gasp
victory in the Sebring 12 Hours last
weekend, which featured alengthy
rain delay. Derani was fourth when

stages but pulled off a series of

Extreme Speed Motorsports Ligier
JSP2 he shared with Scott Sharp,
Ed Brown and Johannes van
Overbeek. The Action Express
Chevrolet Corvette DPs of Dane
Cameron, Eric Curran and Scott

: Pruett (who drove both cars) and

: Christian Fittipaldi, Joao Barbosa

: andFilipe Albuquerque finished

: secondand third, despite them

: leading for the majority of the

: race...Jimmie Johnsontook

¢ hissecond NASCAR Sprint Cup
: winofthe season atFontana

: lastweekend. Kevin Harvick

: had dominated the race butlost
: outinthefinal stages after Kyle
: Busch crashed two laps from

: theend and senttheraceinto

: overtime. Denny Hamlin took
the race was restarted in the closing

great moves to take asecond IMSA
SportsCar Championshipwininthe :

IE b

: Deraniwon atSebring 12H

thefinal podium place...

Ratcliffe escapes nasty Mugello accident

Optimum Motorsportdriver
Ryan Ratcliffe escaped unscathed
from amassiveaccident when
challengingfor the Mugello
12Hoursracelast weekend.

The Audi R8LMS GT3crew led
much of therace before afuel
glitchbroughtthe cartoahalt
onthetrack towardstheend.

Ratcliffe washitby an
unsighted Porsche 991 but
both drivers were uninjured.

Optimum team principal Shaun
Goff said: “It was very painful to
gooutthe way wedid, havingled
therace insuchaconvincing
way. However, Joe [Osborne],
Flick [Haigh]and Ryan did
everythingtothehighestlevel to
ensure thatrace wasourstolose.”

Therace was won by the
Renault RS01FGT3of Lucand
Max Braams, Nicky Pastorelli
and Miguel Ramos.

Haas took points on its grand prix debut with Grosjean

Haas: just being competitive was the aim

Haas team boss Gunther
Steiner has said that being
competitive against other
cars was more important
than taking points at
Australialast weekend.

Romain Grosjean was
able to benefit from the
race being red-flagged when
Fernando Alonso and Haas
driver Esteban Gutierrez
collided to fit new tyres and
finish sixth, holding off a
string of other cars.

The result means the
team is the first new outfit
to claim points on its debut
since Toyota also finished
sixth in 2002.

“You aim high and you
want points, but after
qualifying [19th and 20th]
we didn’t expect to finish
sixth,” said Steiner. “A

deserved sixth, on merit,
because the speed is there,
itis pretty cool. This is
beyond our expectations.

“Being competitive with
the other cars -thatis
more satisfying than
taking points. We were
there and we could do the
same times as a Force India,
whichisn’t bad.”

Grosjean added: “It feels
like a win for all of us.
Everyone has done a top
job. We did 100 per cent
of what we could do.

“We don’t have the best
car, we’re not standing on
the top step, but we’ve done
the best we could have
done. The morale boost
we will get from this top
result will help everyone
get more confidence.”

“Magnussen
has an interest
in F1 history”

evin Magnussen has a
sense of humour. | know
this because on the Friday
afternoon of the Australian
GP weekend | tweeted a
picture of a half-peeled
bananainreply to a Renault Sport shot

of K-Mag walking through the paddock

in his top-down race suit.

Seemed to me Magnussen, dressed in yellow
and off-white, looked like a ripe Fyffe. Happily,
so did he and he went on to retweet the shot of
himself alongside his fruity doppelganger, with
the result that fora couple of hours it became
abitofa ‘thing’ on Twitter.

Enough with the fruit already! How about another
not-immediately-apparent K-Mag characteristic?
He hasastronginterestin F1's history, both the
cars and the men that drove them. His racing
hero, for example, is none other than Stirling
Moss. Somewhat of a surprise fora 23-year-old,
who might be expected to idolise a Schumacher,
aHakkinen or even an Alonso. But no, for
Magnussen, it's Sir Stirl all the way: “The big one
forme is Stirling Moss;’ he confirms. “He was just
arealracer. He raced every weekend he could
—more than 80 races
ayear. And he was
earning like £300 per
race, so hediditonly
because he liked
racing. That was Fay>
his life and he was
having so much fun
with it. It was the
same with Jim Clark
and Graham Hill and
allthese guys. | love
the fact that they
were initonly
because they loved it

It emerges, as we chat, that Kevin has met his
idol and, contrary to urban legend warning against
such encounters, he found himself suitably
star-stuck: “He’'s such alegend. And still totally
up to date. He was asking me really strong
questions about the rules and technical details.
He's completely onit!

It's refreshing and rare to hear an F1 youngster
talk with passion about his racing forebears, not
because the past was any better or worse than
the present; simply that it displays a sense of
perspective that has surely stood himin good
stead through a troubled start to his F1 career.

He entered with a bang with a second place for
McLaren on his debut in Melbourne, 2014, but
was dropped to areserve driver role at the end of
the season. Last year was spent in the shadows,
and his deal with Renault was truly last-gasp as
the takeover of the outgoing Lotus team was
confirmed during the off-season.

Not that any of that matters now. He's just
delighted to be backin the game —and witha
team whose values perfectly match his own:

“It's just pure racing at Enstone, like amassive F3
team. It's all about racing. There's no bulls**t, just
afocus on performance and everything is about
F1, whichlreally enjoy. They are there for the race
carand the drivers and the team, and they just
want to win. I really enjoy that”’

|f i A. 1 '
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Ba, ba, ba, ba, banana...

'f' AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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éhrp’s London launch

Sharp launch
Porsche Carrera Cup regular
Tom Sharp unveiled the livery
for his new carlastweek,in a
ceremony held underneath
the London Eye (above).

Florescuisin
Romanian driver Petru Florescu

will remain at Carlin for a second
season in Ford MSA Formula

this year. He finished 11th in the
standings in 2015 and completes
Carlin's four-car line-up. He is joined
in the team by James Pull, Devlin
DeFrancesco and Max Fewtrell.

Electric GT

An all-electric GT series has
been launched for2017.The
Electric GT World Series has
targeted 10 two-driver teams,
with races on permanent race
tracks in America, Asia and
Europe. Itis being based around
the Tesla Model S P85+, which
will be made lighter and get
uprated suspension, brakes
and cooling.

Biker goes Radical
French Superbike star Sylvain
Guintoliwill race in the first round
of the new Radical Challenge
Championship at Snetterton

this weekend. The 2014 World
Superbike champion will share
aRadical SR3 RSX with James
Abbott. Three-time Radical
champion Bradley Smith is also
on the entry, along with former
BRDC F4 racer Jack Lang.

Kart calendar

The calendar for the revived
MSA British Junior and Senior
Kart Championships has been
confirmed by promoter Super
One. The three-round series
kicks off at Whilton Mill on
May 28/29, before then visiting
Shenington on July 16/17 and
concluding at PF International
on September 23-25. The
champions will win works
drives with Vortex for the CIK-
FIA World Championshipsin
Bahrain in November.

TKM success

The TKM Clubman Championships
have been a victim of the success of
the Junior and Senior TKM classes.
While these have attracted a 65-kart
entry, the Clubman categories have
struggled and will be cancelled.

|| ByScottMitchell

category, in which the French marque
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battery cell technology should allow the
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BMW and Nissan are in talks with
existing Formula Eteamstojoin the
electricsingle-seater championship
as early as nextseason.

Nissan, which culled its LMP1
programmelate last year, is conducting
a“fact-finding” mission into the series
aspartof anevaluation of itslong-term
motorsport strategy.

Approvalisneeded from the Renault-
Nissan Alliance-the partnership that
oversees the interests of the twobrands
and six others within the group- toallow
the twomakesto compete in the same

currently leads thedrivers’ and
teams’ championship.

ABMW spokesman said it doesnot
comment on speculation butreiterated
itssupply of i3and i8course carssince
season one hasbeen a way of keeping
closetabs on the category.

Should Nissan or BMW commit to
entering FE for the 2016/17 campaign,
neither would have an immediate
influence on powertrain technology.

The German marque hasmade it clear
the championship’sdependence on
mid-race car swapsisadeterrent. Anew
chassis, bigger battery and advanced

seriestomovetoone car per driver for
thefifth season.

One option for BMW would therefore
betopartner anexistingteam while
developing technology for a fully-fledged
entry forthe2018/19 campaign.

Nissan’ssituation is simpler. Asno
final decision has been made, the short
lead-time meansacommercial tie-up
would be its only realistic chance of
beingpartof the2016/17 grid.

Those additions would mean
manufacturer presence innine of the
10 Formula E entries. Renault, DS (PSA
Peugeot Citroen’s luxury brand), electric

Mahindra and emerging Chinese EV
company NEXTEV are involved already.
Abthasan affiliation with Audi, and

the Volkswagen Group is thought tobe
evaluating greater involvement. British
marque Jaguar will join the seriesin
seasonthree.

Two of theremainingthree
independent teams— American outfits
Andretti Autosportand Dragon Racing
—havelongsince started the process of
producingtheir own powertrains. The
final independent, Anglo-Japanese
outfit Team Aguri, is close to confirming
aRenault powertrain supply.

Reeswasawinnerin

rrer Cup GB, but will now step up

Pattison returns to Clio Cup with Cooksport

Renault UK Clio Cuprace
winner Lee Pattison will

returntothe seriesthisyear

with Team Cooksport.

Pattison was runner-up in 2010
and lastraced in the category

in a one-off appearance at

Knockhill last year. He has also

competed in the Mini Challenge.
“Iusedtorace Lee in 2013 so

I’'ve known him quitea whileand

he’savery experienced Clio
driver,” said team boss Josh
Cook. “Wehad himback ina seat
in 2015 and from the word go,
havingbeen out of the carfora
while, he wasright on the pace.”

Cook added Pattison will be a
“valuable asset” ashe willbea
good guide for the squad’s other
drivers Rory Collingbourne and
George Jackson.

Carrera Cup winner Rees makes the move to Porsche Supercup

Porsche Carrera Cup
race winner Paul Rees will
graduate into the Supercup
Championship this year with
the MOMO Megatron team.
Rees finished third in the
2014 Carrera Cup GB points,
but was forced to miss races
last season due to injury. He
last contested the Supercup
during a one-off round at
Austin in Texas back in 2014.
“I’m thrilled to remain
with the Porsche family,”

| =y
Fletcher will join BTCC

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

said Rees. “I’ve been racing
Porsches in Britain for the
last two years so it’s time to
move up, and the Supercup
is an exciting championship
with a great calendar.
“Igetonreally well with
the [Megatron] team. Chris
Crawford will engineer
my car and he brings a lot
of experience having
worked with the Konrad
Motorsport team.”
Megatron ran Briton Ben

Barker toatop 10 finish in
the Supercup points last
year. Rees added that the
Luxembourg-based team
was a good fit.

“The package Megatron
provided Ben with last season
was good and when I raced
with them in Austin the car
was quick and we were bang
on the pace. I’'ve won in the
Carrera Cup and I really
think I can run at the front
in the Supercup,” said Rees.

Actor Fletcher joins the BTCC 2016 line-up

Emmerdaleactor Kelvin
Fletcher will step up to British
Touring Cars this season at
the wheel of a Power Maxed
Racing Chevrolet Cruze.

The 32-year-old, who has
previously raced on the BTCC
support package, in Porsches,
willjoin Hunter Abbott in
the front-wheel-drive cars.

Fletcher said: “Signing with

such asolid team as Power
Maxed Racing will no doubt
make the transition tothe BTCC
asmooth one.Thave watched the
BTCCforalongtime:ithasbeen
alifelongdreamtorace against
my childhood heroes.”

BTCCrace winner Aron Smith
and Clio graduate Mark Howard
areduetojointhegrid intwo
Team BKR VWs as well.
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Season preview, pl4

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 23 2016 11

FORMULA E REPORTER

Turkington has
tested the Mini

James Turkington will enter
the Mini Challenge this
season for hisfirstfull season
of Britishracing.

Turkington, the 22-year-old
younger brother of two-time
British Touring Car champion
Colin, hassigned toraceanew
Gen 3 F56 Challenge car with

competition debut in a Ford
FiestaZetec in 2013 before
movinguptothe SEAT
Supercopa Ireland last season.
Hehasonlyraced on British
soilonce, at Brands Hatch in
2013 at the wheel of a Fiesta.
Turkington gothisfirstrunin
hisnew Miniat Donington Park

generation Mini Challenge
carsbeforesosuggested Thad
alook. The championshipis
really competitive and the
new car seems to have taken
off inabigway.
“Havingraced the SEAT
last year I'm used toa300bhp
front-wheel-drive format.

“Thavenoreal targetsthis
year.Ijust wanttoenjoy my
racing. People often say does
Colinguideme. Yeah we have
afew chatsand banter overthe
table at breakfast, and he feeds
me some good advice, but this
was my choice. Touringcars
oneday would beadream,

the ExcelR8team. lastweek.Hesaid: “Thecarwas  TheMinihasaroundthe butit’snotthebe-alland end-all
The Portadown resident greatfun.Ithoughtalotabout same power, but sittingon the forme.I’ll see how this year
hasprevioustin-topexperience =~ whattoracethisyearandColin  rightandusingthe sequential goes before makingany
fromIrishracing, makinghis haddriven oneof theolder- gearbox took someadjustingto.  furtherplans.”
_._l P = 3

\ ‘“ Any conventional series would kill for any

SCOTT
MITCHELL

“Making the
cars last is

the focus” | ' |

inceitsdebutin 2014, Formula
E’s been gathering plenty of
momentum. lts driver line-up
rivals the World Endurance
Championship and cool street
tracks are providing fantastic
entertainment. The cars are difficult to
drive, differenttolook at and - as of season
two - have different technologyinthe
back, thanks to the rules opening up to
allow so-called ‘manufacturers’ to develop
their powertrains (that’s the motor, inverter
and gearbox).

| write ‘so-called’ because the term manufacturer
is given to any team homologating its own
technology and there are three independents
doing exactly that. Soon | won't have to write
‘so-called) because the incoming Jaguarand
serious interest shown by BMW and Nissan
proves FE has a manufacturer appeal like no
other series right now.

one of the factors above. But Formula E is not
conventional. From the beginning it has been
pushing to spread the word of electric vehicles.
OK, you could argue its carbon footprint
travelling the world doesn't help. But it wouldn't
needto doitifthe message didn't need
shouting loudly.

And there are green credentials beyond the
zero-emissions racecars. For example, alink with

- British company Aquafuel allows the series to

replace diesel with carbon-neutral glycerine

Adam adds European Le Mans Series entry

British GT champion Jonathan
Adamisplanningtoracein
three championships overthe
same weekend this April after
addingafull European Le Mans
Series campaign to his schedule.
Adam will share aBeechdean
Motorsport Aston Martin
Vantage GTE with fellow British
champion Andrew Howard and
AlexMacDowall in this year’s
ELMS, whichbegins at
Silverstone on April 16.
Scotsman Adam alsohas

campaigns signed for British
GT [with TF Sport]and the
FIA World Endurance
Championship with the
factory AMR team. All three
championshipsraceonthe

same weekend, with ELMS
supportingthe WEC at
Silverstone and

#

-

Adam will
race GTEcar

.-‘I-/'

British GTkicking off at
Brands Hatch.

Adam said he was planningto
stilldoall three events. Hesaid:
“It will be absolutely crazy.

“I'mhopingtodoall three
championshipsacross the two
daysandnotmissanything.
It’llbeachallenge, but with
helicopter transport between
Silverstone and Brandsit’s
doablelookingat the timetables.

“The ELMSraceison
Saturday,along with British GT
qualifying.I’ll have to splitmy
stintsin the WEC on Sunday
with theBritish GTrace.”
® Adam will also contest this
year’s Blancpain Endurance
Cup afterjoining the Motorbase
Performance team. Adam will

T—l sharea Vantage
JL‘-' GT3with Ahmad

- AlHarthyand

Devon Modell.

e

Rivett will again link-up with the WDE team for this season

Rivett plots title assault after Clio deal

Three-time Renault UK Clio Cup

champion Paul Rivett willagain with thefourth.

and it would be great tonow win

(which can be farmed from salt-water algae) as fuel
for the generator that charges the race batteries.

But the greatest difference Formula E should
be making regards EV technology. That's why
manufacturers care about it.

Downscaling season-by-season powerand
energy targets and postponing open battery
competition felt to me like FE was underdelivering
in its mostimportant area. But digging deeper
reveals long-term sensibility.

Battery cell technology is limited and that means
range and charging is fundamentallyan EV's
biggestissue. Butit's an areathatimprovesata
good rate —on average, by eight per cent a year.

Introducing a new one-make battery for season

compete inthe seriesthis year
with WDE Motorsport.

The 37-year-old finished fourth
inthestandingsin2015butis
determined toadd another
titlethisseason.

“Aswellasthedriver’stitle we’ll
aimto gofortheteams’too. We’ve
gotagoodline-upandthere’sno
reason why we can’t win it.”

WDE boss Wayne Eason added:
“Thisisthemostconfidentand

five will allow the series to tap into industry
advancements. A new chassis will allow battery
design to be more aggressive (the current battery
was crammed into a pre-determined space at the
last-minute).

“I’'ve gotanew sponsor on board
thisyearand I'mreally looking
forwardtoit,” hesaid. “Ifeel
there’sanothertitleinmeand
I’'mmorehungry thanever.I've
won atitle with each generation
of car[since hisdebutin2001]

positiveI’'ve seen Paul about
theyearaheadsinceI've
started working with him. His
enthusiasm for itrubs off on

tohavehimback out.”

people and he’s so good at what
he does sowe’re over the moon

Single-carraces, achievable for season five,
willbe a huge step, and abigger achievement
than making the cars faster. The technology
exists to deliver 1 Megawatt (that's 1341bhp),
so power potential’s not the issue. Making any
significant power output last is the focus.

Abattery arms race would probably help speed

Wrigley lines up late entry for a Ginetta GT4 Supercup campaign

Tom Wrigley headsalist of
drivers who have confirmed
latedealstorace inthe Ginetta
GT4Supercupthisseason.

The 23-year-old took two
victories in 2015, finishing sixth
inthepoints,and willagain drive
for Rob Boston Racingthis year.

“It’'squitelastminute so we are
notgoingto get any testing before
thefirst weekend,” said Boston.

Bostonadded there’sachance
hemayrunaseconddriver:
“Thereareacoupleof guyswe
arespeakingtosowemightrun
another Prodriver.”

Meanwhile, multiple Hot Rod
champion Carl Boardley will also
contestafull season for thefirst
timesince 2013, having starred
inthefinal roundlast year when
hetookapodium.

Mitchell Hale will also be back
after contestingapartseason in
2015, which was halted by the
withdrawal of SV Racing. He
willnow drive for Century
Motorsport. Rob Wheldon and
Callum Pointon will alsoreturn.

Inthe Amateur class, Colin

White will defend his crown, i
along with James Guess, Mike e
Newbold and John Wall. Wrigley will returnin G55

up the process, but lifting the championship’s
cost capsjust to save face would have disastrous
long-term consequences.

It's anascent series and requires an element of
patience. Afew steps back to take a giantleapin
the not-too-distant future is not a bad trade-off.
Especially if it helps Formula E make the sort of
tangible real-world contribution that should
underpin its very existence.

AGREE/DISAGREE?
mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Hollywood joins
Beechdean for GT

Beechdean Motorsport
will field two British
GT4 cars later this

year, with reigning
class champion Jamie
Chadwick returning to
partner celebrity baker
Paul Hollywood.

Beechdean, which has
won the GT4 drivers’ title
for the past two seasons,
will run a second Aston
Martin Vantage GT4 for
Chadwick and Great
British Bake Off star
Hollywood for the final
three meetings of the year,
from Spa-Francorchamps
onwards. Itisonly a
limited campaign due
to Hollywood’s work
commitments and
Chadwick’s school studies
taking precedence.

Team head Andrew
Howard said: “The deal
has come together nicely
as Paul has commitments
and it’s abigyear for
Jamie too with exams.

“The plan was to do
the full championship
with Paul, but that’s
not possible. We will be
lookingtorace the car
more outside of British
GT though, as and when
Paul cansloteventsin.”

ee—
Hollywood joins GT4

Giddings back with
JWB Aston Martin

Former British GT4champion
Jake Giddings willfightfora
second title this year after
rejoining JWB Motorsport.

Giddings, 21, will share the
team’s Aston Martin Vantage
GT4withKieran Griffin. The pair
finished 10th in the points in 2015.

Giddingslifted the GT4title in
2014 alongside Ross Wylie when
racing for Beechdean Motorsport.

Giddingssaid: “Kieranisin
hissecond year now,and now
much more aware of the quicker
GT3carsontrackand whathe
needstodo.

“We’ve gotafew upgradeson
thecar, includingadifferent spec
gearbox. Last year was tough, but
welearned from itand we want
afewmore podiums this year.”

Photos: McLaren GT, Jakob Ebre:

TEENAGERS GET GT4
SHOT WITH McLAREN

Single-seater stars Haggerty and Mitchell will enter British GT with new 3708 GT4

By Rob Ladbrook

Single-seater drivers Ciaran Haggerty
and Sandy Mitchell will graduate to
the British GT Championship this
season to spearhead development of
McLaren’s new 570S GT4 challenger.

BRDC F4graduate Haggerty and MSA
Formularace winner Mitchell will join
thefactory-blessed Black Bull Ecurie
Ecosseteamtoracethe570S GT4, which
wasunveiled duringthe British GT media
day at Snetterton last week.

Thenew carrunsa3.8-litre twin-turbo
V8engine and will be the first homologated
GT4cartorun with acarbonfibre tub,
which iscarried over from the baby
McLaren’sroad-going version. Anon-
homologated Sprint-spec car will also be
built. The McLaren factory has developed
the carinpartnership with CRS GT.

Ecurie Ecosse will field the GT4 entry for

Haggerty (left) and co-driver Mitchell

thefull season, helpingMcLaren in
development of the carbefore its
general releaselaterthis year.

Former Scottish Formula Ford 1600
champion Haggerty, 19, finished fifth inlast
year’s BRDC F4points, while former British
karting champion Mitchell was seventh in
the MSA Formula points with two race wins
duringhismaiden carracing campaign.
Both areonthe Ecurie Ecosse Young Driver

Cayman GT4 Clubsport delays force teams to source alternatives

Both the Simpson Motorsport
and Lanan Racingteams will
begin the British GT season with
Ginettasafter delays inreceiving
theirnew Porsche Cayman GT4
Clubsportcars.

Motorsport Newsunderstands
thatdelays in production of the
new Cayman GT4 Clubsport,
whichisbeingbuilt by
Porsche AG and prepared for
homologation by Manthey

being pushed back from their
original March datetolate April,
justbefore British GT’s second
round at Rockingham.

Lanan hasentered asingle
Cayman for Joey Foster and
AlexReed, buthasrented the
Fox Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4
forthefirstround. Simpson has
rented a G55 from the factory for
Nick Jones/Scott Malvern, with
Jonesalsoracinga G57inlast

Lanan’s Graham Johnson said:
“It’shugely disappointingand
frustrating, especially asInow
havetotryand sell our second car
based on itdoingonly seven
eighths of the championship.”

Jonesadded: “It putsus way
behind on testing, but we’re
stayingpositive. Ginetta hasbeen
very helpfulin gettingusacar.”

Porsche was unavailable for
comment when contacted by

scheme. Mitchell will become the youngest
driverevertorace in British GT, having
only turned 16 this month.

“This isahugebreak for bothmy
career and Sandy’s,” Haggerty said.
“It’sbeen ahard winter puttinga GT
dealtogetherbuttogetachancetorun
withamanufacturerlike McLaren with
anew programme isadream.

“I'venottested the GT4yet, butIdid
doeightlapsin the650S GT3last year.
It’saverydifferent driving style tosingle-
seaters. You have to get used tothe braking
and the extradive and roll of the cardue
tothe weight difference, and also using
systemslike ABS and traction control.

“Sandy’satopdriver and between us we’ll
make one of the strongest pairingsin GT4.
McLaren wants this season tobe all about
development for the 570S GT4, so there’s
not huge pressure, but we both want to
perform to our bestand fight for wins.”

McLaren 570S GT4
Chassis: Carbonfibre Monocell Il
chassis with aluminium frontand
rear frames and crash structures
Engine: McLaren M838TE
3799cc twin-turbo V8
Power:TBA

Transmission: Seven-speed
sequential, dual clutch SSG
gearbox

Suspension:Penske two-way
adjustable dampers with

coilover springs frontand rear
Wheels: OZ cast magnesium
9x18front 11x18rear
Dimensions: Length: 4606mm
Width: 2095mm Height: 1179mm
Wheelbase: 2674mm
Price:£159,900

weekend’s Barcelona VdeVrace.

Simpson’s Cayman won’t arrive for Brands, nor will Lanan’s

Racing, hasledtodelivery times Motorsport News.

GT4 is growing but won’t replace GT3,according to Ratel

British GT won’t lose GT3 as its top class, despite growth in GT4, says series chief Ratel

British GT boss Stephane Ratel Ginetta, Lotus, Aston Martin,
insiststhe series won’t become Toyotaand McLaren (seeabove).

appealingand interest grows,
especially when people see

the Nurburgring 24 Hours, Dubai
and AduDhabi. GT3isthe only

aGT4-only category in thefuture, Ratelsaid he was pleased with new manufacturers. placenow where youngdrivers
despite its entries outweighing the growth in domestic GT4, “But British GT will always can get manufacturer deals,and
GT3forthisseason. butadded that GT3 would have GT3.It won’t g0 GT4-only; GT4isaperfectfeederforthatas

Championship bosses always have afuture in Britain. Idon’tthink. We areamarket- itletsdriverslearn atlower cost

infront of manufacturers. But
there will always be people who
will want torace GT3 in Britain
tolearn before goingto
somewherelike Blancpain.”

Ratel said: “It’s satisfying that
GT4hasgrownandIthink we
justreachedacritical number
with it. When you have 12 cars
suddenly a class becomes

driven form of racing. Customers
race what they want and what
they can afford. Perhaps GT3is
becoming more international,
with Blancpain and bigraceslike

released the 33-car entry list

for this campaign, with GT4
carsoutnumbering GT318t0 15.
Amongthe GT4entriesare
works-supported cars from

’AI.I. THE ACTION FROM THE GOODWOOD MEMBERS’” MEETING

> > 2PAGE20




Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

Brothers united
Brothers Ryan and Jonny
Hadfield will race against
each otherin the Ginetta
GT5 Challenge this year
with their R&J Motorsport
team. Ryan finished 13thin
the categoryin 2015 while
Jonny will step up from
Ginetta Juniors.

Mackay’s Lotus
Reigning Scottish Formula Ford
1600 champion Adam Mackay
completed a double winning
debutin the Lotus Cup races

at Snetterton last Saturday.

The 18-year-old Ecurie Ecosse
Young Driver is looking to use
the championship as a stepping
stone to GT racing. “I'm using
the series to learn all the UK
tracks, and Spa, while the
endurance format of the series
will also be helpful; he said.

Milner busy
Former British Rally
Champion Jonny Milner
had to burn the midnight
oil at Oulton Park, hanging
the engine overnightin
daughter Katie’s Citroen
Saxo. Sherewarded his
hard work by taking eighth
and ninth placein hertwo
Junior Saloons outings.

Webster to Max5
Former British GT4 race winner
Chris Webster returned to the
Max5 Championship at Oulton
Park last weekend and is
planning to contest the whole
season. ‘I made my Max5
debutinaMk1 at Malloryin
2012 and didafewracesin
2013 and 14, before the GT4
Aston Martin drive last year,

he said. “l enjoyed the GT
racing awin at Donington was
areal bonus and the highlight,
but it was never goingto be a
full-time aim and being back
inthe Max5 with anew Mk3 is
good enough for me.” He took
two third place finishes at
Oulton Park.

Hutchison bow
Ex-karter Finlay Hutchison
made his car racing debut
in the Max5 Championship
at Oulton Park, as he starts
to gain signatures for his
forthcoming Formula
Renault Eurocup debut with
Mark Burdett at Monza.
“Ithink 1 have gotaBMW
Compactrace nextand an
MG in something else, but
it’s very busy over the next
few weeks,” he said. “l was
surprised how nervous |
felt at the start of my first
race, trying to stay out of
trouble until the brake pedal
went to the floor atIsland
Hairpin” He finished in
fourth and sixth places
inclassin his tworaces.

Spencer’s repair
Reigning CNC Heads

North West Sports/Saloons
champion Joe Spencer

was back on the grid for the
opening round at Oulton Park,
despite having the front half
of his Stuart Taylor Locosaki
rebuilt after a shunt with
team-mate Dave Harvey at
Mallory Park’s Plum Pudding
meeting on Boxing Day last
year. He stillmanaged to

take pole and a comfortable
lights-to-flag win.

DRIVERS SURVIVE

SERIOUS:
GﬂﬂllWﬂﬂll BHASHES““ .

Twoseriousaccidents marred
the 74th Members’ Meeting
at Goodwood last Sunday.

Intheday’sopeningrace, the
Brooks Trophy for grand prix
carsof the 1954-1960 era, Stephen
Bond’s Lotus 18 was tipped into
aseries of cartwheels (above) after
contact with Richard Wilson’s
sliding Cooper. The Lotusended up
dropping down into the pedestrian
tunnel opposite the pits.

Nooneinthetunnel was harmed,
butaspectator did assist Bond
fromthecar.

Bond isbelieved to have suffered
abroken collarbone, but otherwise
escaped serious injury.

Later in the day, Dutchracer
Michiel Smits was airlifted to
hospital after his Lola T'70 Spyder

plunged off thetrack atthe high-
speed Woodcote Corner during
the Bruce McLaren Trophy for
Can-Am and Group 7 prototypes
raced up to 1966.

Itisthoughtdebriseitherhit
Smits orforced him to take avoiding
action, resulting in the Lola going
off. Thefront of the car was crushed
and Smits was airlifted to hospital
after marshals worked to extricate
him from the T70.

Afamily statement said Smits
had suffered abrokenriband
twobroken vertebrae.

A Goodwood statement said:
“Michiel Smits was takentothe
nearest trauma centre, where
hiscondition was stabilised. He
spentthenightinhospital with
family members.”

Smits was airlifted after this accident

Theaccidents have brought the
circuit’s safety intofocus, with the
fastest Can-Am cars now capable of
lappingat over 110mph, faster than
the Formula 1lap record prior to
the circuit’s closure in 1966.

Thetwo delays affected the
timetable and the final three races
werereduced to 10-minute sprints
andthefinalrace, the Parnell Cup,
ended inrapidly failinglight.

Another Goodwood statement,
issued on Monday; said: “Goodwood
reviews all procedures after every
eventincludinghealth and safety.
In conjunction with the relevant
motor sport bodies, we willbe
reviewingtheissuesraised at
the 74th Member’s Meeting to
ensure Goodwood continues
tohold safeevents.”
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“Maybe there
needs to be a
licence system”

istoricracing events at
Goodwood are among
the highlights of the UK
racing season. | have
been a fan since attending
the first Revival meeting
in 1998, but last weekend’s Members’
Meeting was worrying - and could

have been disastrous.

The number of safety car interruptions
disrupted the event more than usual. That
happens at all levels of the sport sometimes, but
the speed and confines of Goodwood means
the potential for it is higher. And the two serious
accidents highlighted a growing concern
among some about the increasing speeds there.

Winning at Goodwood has now become
a big target for many. More young or semi-
professional drivers are coming in to this
branch of the sport, as are some top teams and
engineers. They are more willing to push the
limits — not just on-track, but technically as well.

In 1999, Martin Brundle — arecently retired
ex-F1 racerand Le Mans winner — qualified on
pole forthe RAC TT Celebration witha 1m27s.
Last weekend, James Cottingham — a good
historic racer but not a veteran of 158 GPs —
dipped under the 1m24s barrier in the
equivalent race.

Similarly, in 1999 there was arace for early
three-litre F1 cars. Geoff Farmer's Lotus 49
setanew lap record inthe 1m19s, but the race
was full of incident and was not repeated. Now,
however, the best Can-Am cars are lapping
two seconds faster. Nick Padmore’s Lola T70
qualified on pole for the Bruce McLaren Trophy
last weekend at 1m17.079s, or 11 1mph. Ata
track with little run-off and unforgiving banks.

It's not just the pace of the cars, either.
Goodwood's appeal means some drivers find
themselves in machinery much faster than they
are used to. As one top historic racer said to me
after the Sunday accidents: “The cars are so
well-developed they are so much faster than
they were in the day. Goodwood wants it to be
the way it was, but the cars and drivers are not

So what to do? Clearly none of us want to
see racing at Goodwood end, surely a risk
should a repeat of Sunday happen with worse
consequences — a car in the pedestrian tunnel
at the Revival in the middle of the day would
surely result in serious injuries.

The aforementioned historic racer suggested
more run-off at Woodcote and modifications
to the angle of the bank at the kink, but many
agree more could be done.

A performance cap could be implemented,
preventing cars from getting faster and faster —
this is supposed to be historic racing after all.
And how about different levels of racing
licence? Perhaps a superlicence for the very
quickest of historics would help raise the
average standard.

Such a move would need the support of all
ASNSs, and would upset some of the wealthy
owner-drivers, but surely some restrictions are
preferable to no more Goodwood racing at all.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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BRDCF4is setforahig2016, butcanitbecome ournewF3class? By Rob Ladbrook

FORMULA 3

EIMAGINED |

fter amuch-
lamented
year’s
absence
British
Formula3
returns
this weekend. Well, sort of.

The BRDC Formula4
Championshipis categorically
not British F3,butitisasclose
asthis country will get within the
foreseeable future. The credentials
of the class with its more powerful
car have even beennoticed by the
FIA, despiteonly eightraces being
runsofarduringlast year’s
Autumn Trophy.

The championshiplookstohave
all of the ingredients needed tofill
thevoid left behind by the loss of
one of Britain’slongest-running
single-seater categories.

The new Tatuus-Cosworth F4-016
hasproven quick, way clear of the
lap times of MSA Formulaand
only just shy of those of modern
F3s,and the calendar stacks up too,
with twoactive grand prix circuits
incorporated. It’sevenslotted nicely
intothe gapleft by British F3on
SRO’s British GT package (barring
this weekend’s standalone opening
round at Snetterton). Here are five
essential things you should know
about the revamped championship.

How close are the cars
to F3 performance?
Very. If anything, they have the potential
tobefasterat some circuits.

Thebest direct comparison comes from
last week’s test at the Snetterton

— m—

=
—

Who’s worth watching?
MSA Formula graduates Lando Norris,
Ricky Collard and Toby Sowery will all
definitely be worth keepingan eye on,
even if their campaigns may be
compromised one way or another.

Reigning MSA Formula champion Norris

will be dovetailinghis F4attack with
the Formula Renault Eurocup and

Northern European Cup, so he will almost

undoubtedly skip oneround-there are
two clashes with the Eurocup.

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award finalist
Sowery’s deal isjust for thefirst round, but

there’s potential for that to be extended.

Palmer Says teams cannot buy pacé .

el Yf;{-..'

) ! ' inhisDallara F312-Mercedes
g, e’ 7‘“‘_—- HWA.

BRDC F4 cars are quick, Nasr.'
(below) has F3 lap record

300circuit. The conditions matched those
of thelastBritish F3event held there from
2014. Ricky Collard topped the times with
almdl.6l4slapatan average speed of
105.18mph. That’s 1.4 seconds faster
than the quickestlap of the 2014 F3
championshipround-a1m43.051s
(103.71mph) set by Sam MacLeod

Collard is the only one of the three witha
full-season deal [with Carlin],soisinthe
hotseat. Hesays: “Ithink I've got the best
opportunityI'veever had. Thisisan
important year for me. Finishing second in
MSA Formulalast year was great, but I
needtoaimthatoneplace higher. The car
isgreat, with lots of instant power and
an impressive change of direction.”

Other drivers capable of fightingatthe
front include MSA Formularace winner
Matheus Leist (Double R), karting star
Enaam Ahmed (Douglas), Formula Jedi
champion Ben Hingeley and rising star
OmarIsmail (both HHC).

Won’t big teams push

| the budgetsup?

This will bea defining year for BRDC F4,
both on and off the track asaproduct.
Thearrival of the new car hasbrought
fresh interest from British F3’sheavy
hitters, with Fortec, Carlin and Double R
allfieldingmulti-car entries.
Allthreealready compete in MSA
Formula, and reports have suggested
budgets there have already crept up
to,and beyond, £200,000 in some cases.
Thearrival of the biggerteamshas
driven some of BRDC F4’s smaller
outfits away—Graham Brunton
Racinghas goneashasall privateer
entries—and there isadanger of
budgets going through the roof.

b

N
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When compared to the heyday of British
F3, Collard’s time isn’t too far adrift of
Felipe Nasr’s 2011 outright record from
qualifying of 1m39.147s (107.80mph)
in his Carlin-run F308-Volkswagen.

Most of thatdeficit comesfrom the trade-
off between power and aerodynamics
between an F3 car and the Tatuus-
Cosworth. The Tatuus outdrags an F3 car
on Snetterton’slongstraightsduetoit
runningless aerodynamics so it therefore
haslessdrag, butitcan’tmatchthe
corneringspeed of atrue F3car.

There will be more performance tocome
from the Tatuus-Cosworth too as teams
figure out set-up tricks and get the most
from thePirelli tyres.

Collard Jr should be a title contender

The specnature of the Tatuus-Cosworth
willlimit the costs naturally. It doesn’trun
many of thefiddly aeropartsan F3car
does, such asfragile floors and winglets
that can easily getdamaged.

Palmer (below) insists he will keep akeen
eyeon whatteams are charging. He says:
“I'm sure the bigger teams will charge
more, that’s probably inevitable, but
we’re being careful toensure that

' . money can’tbuy performance.

“Teams cannotlease seven engines and
doendless testing. The gearboxes are
completely sealed. If teams try tocharge

moretheyneedtodothatbased on
havingthe cleverest set-up
and not by throwing cash
atthecar.”

Can BRDCF4
really emulate

British F3?

Inawordyes, butthat

largely depends onthe

FIAs stance on things.
Atthetimeof writing, the

FIA wasinfinal discussions

with series organisers

abouthandingBRDC

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

writingrules statingthat
any carsthat weren’t

current generation with

Formula4 ‘National F3’

status, which would lead
toarebrandingof the
championship. Whether
thatrebranding would

carry theactual F3title

with it, despite the

beingan F3 product, isone
of thediscussion points.
The FIAlikes Jonathan
Palmer’s concept of
takingone of its FIA F4
homologated carsand
movingitontoanew
performance plane. That
fits with the FIA'sladder
concept,and the FIA has
expressed concern over

carnot

thelack of regional

F3seriesnow, which
isseentoalsohavea
detrimental effect on
entriestothe European F3
Championship. It’sironic,
seeingasthe FIA effectively
killed national F3 by

Is it already

working a
steppin

fromFIAF

sa

stone

4?

Thisyear’sentrylisthas
attracted 21 carssofar for
thefirstround, seven of
which are graduates from
an FIA F4platform of

somekind.

Fivedrivershave
graduated from MSA
Formula, including

champion
LandoNorris
(pictured)and
thereare

5«

=

=a

driversfromthe 1 ,
German ADAC|[ |

BRDC FORMULA 4 ESSENTIALS

ENTRY LIST

currentspecengines
couldn’tbe called F'3
anymore. Yetnow itis
seriously considering
renaminganon-F3formula
asitdoesrepresentatrue
steppingstone.

Teamsanddriversare

quick toadmitthatthe step
between FIA F4and F3is
currently toobig, both in
performance and budget.

Trevor Carlin, whose

eponymous team will field
three BRDC F4 cars this
year, says: “Drivers have to
have something inbetween
tolearn with. The
performance gapin

terms of bothaeroand
mechanical grip between
the MSA Formula car and
an F3carismassive. The
BRDCF4carisagreat
middle ground.

“WedoseeitasaBritish

F3replacement, which is
needed asdriversshould
learnracinghereaswe
have great circuits—many
with limited run-off that
punishesmistakes—which
teaches themtobe precise.”

version (Jan Jonck)and
the Australian equivalent
(ThomasRandle).
Thebudget comparison
between BRDC F4, MSA
Formulaand European F3
compares wellin BRDC
F4’sfavour. A competitive
BRDCF4seasonisbeing
touted at roughly £150,000,

lessthanathird of whata
m year inthe cheap seats

‘*-‘

of Euro F3would cost.
BRDCF4’sentry
4 boastsdriversfrom
', 10nations,soseems
tohavethe
) international
draw F3had.

Lando Norris

Carlin

Ameya Vaidyanathan

Carlin

Ricky Collard

Carlin

Quinlan Lall

Chris Dittmann Racing

Jeremy Wahome

Chris Dittmann Racing

Krishnaraaj Mahadik*

IND

Chris Dittmann Racing

Matheus Leist

BRA

Double R

Enzo Bortoleto

BRA

Double R

Aleksanteri Hu

FIN

ovinen

Double R

Thomas Randle

AUS

Douglas Motorsport

Enaam Ahmed

GBR

Douglas Motorsport

Al Faisal Al Zubair

OMN

Fortec Motorsports

Tarun Reddy

IND

Fortec Motorsports

Sisa Ngebulana

RSA

HHC Motorsport

Omar Ismail

GBR

HHC Motorsport

Ben Hingeley

GBR

HHC Motorsport

Akhil Rabindra

IND

Lanan Racing

Toby Sowery

GBR

Lanan Racing

Eugene Denys:

sen RSA

Sean Walkinshaw Racing

Jan Jonck

DEN

Sean Walkinshaw Racing

Thomas Maxwell

AUS

Sean Walkinshaw Racing

Sasakorn Chaimongkol

THA

Hillspeed

*will miss first round and be replaced by Paul Sieljes

CALENDAR

DATE | TRACK

March 27/28

Snetterton 300

April 16/17

Brands Hatch GP

April30/May 1

Rockingham

May 28-30

Oulton Park

June 11/12

Silverstone GP

July 8/9

Spa-Francorchamps

August 6/7

Snetterton 300

LS

Sept10/11

Donington Park

Ismail with HHC
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trial and Goodwood’

ROB HUFF

Age: 36 Lives: Newmarket
WTCC racer at Goodwood
Rallyinglegend

The Members’ Meeting
didn’tgo toplan

“We had a bit of disappointment
this time at Goodwood with the
cars of my team-mate Richard
Meins. We had four cars to

drive and three of them broke,
unfortunately. It was aweekend
of positives and negatives.’

Heled in the Ford GT40
“The Alan Mann Trophy race was
greatand | was leading the race.
But we knew straight away,

even when we were in the
holding area, that we were going
to have a problem with the brakes
because the pedal was

pretty much on the floor”

Heretired from the lead
“I said to the guys that there was
no way we were going to last an
hour, but we did the best we could
to start with and retired from the
lead. If you're going to retire,
that's the best place to do it from.
The car was quick and we went
quicker than the car has ever been
before at Goodwood and | think
we were on for anew lap record
inaGT40”"

He also had Mini trouble
“In the Whitmore Cup, the Mini
Cooper of Des Smail was great.
Iknew | had to geta good start

if Ilwas going to get Nick Swift.

| pretty much did but then he
squeezed me quite hard down at
the bottom end of the circuit and
we had a little bit of contact. Then,
unfortunately, coming across the
start/finish line | was struggling for
gears. It wouldn't go from second
to third so | had to go into fourth
and then back to third. So there
wasn't much | could do, but we'll
be back fighting again next year”

Other cars hit problems
“Unfortunately, the Ford Capri
we were going to race in the
Gerry Marshall Trophy race

had a problem with cylinder three
even though we qualified sixth.
That put us out for the weekend
with that car”’

He’sabig fan of
Goodwood

“It was atough weekend but |
was happy to be at Goodwood
again. It is the most fun event of
the yearforme. It's just a fantastic
weekend and | think a lot of
motorsport organisers around
the world could learn alot from
Lord March”

Huff: unlucky weekend
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STUCKANDAUTO
BACKTO SHELSLE

pp,earance to commemnrate famous 1936 Shelsley run

Type grand prix car will be
' the majorattraction atthe
~ ClassicNostalgia Weekend
~ atShelsley Walshiin July.
Therecreation of the
spectacular Silver Arrows
' machinewilltacklethe
' Worcestershirehillclimb
" coursetomarkthe80th

~ ByPaul Lawrence anniversary of Stuck’s father
competingthereinasimilar
Hans StuckJratthe wheel car in June 1936.
ofa 1936 AutoUnionC The organiser of the event,

the Midland Automobile Club,
haspulled off amajor coup by
arranging forthe Germanace
todrive the monstrous Vi6up
the 1000-yard hill during the
annualretroevent at Shelsley.
Stuck, now 65, raced in F1and
isadouble winner at Le Mans.
In 1936, Hans Stuck Sr

= AR )

Thomas wants more runs

Busy 1903 machine, below

travelled to Shelsley in hisbid
towin the European Hillclimb
Championship, but poor
weather hindered hisspeed in
front of ahuge crowd. Stuck
recorded times of around40s in
practice on Friday, but the 39.6s
hill record of Raymond Mays
wasnot troubled in the official

Photos: Shelsley Walsh, Paul Lawrence

Stuck had competed at
Shelsley six yearsearlier in
his AustroDaimler single-
seater when he slashed three o
seconds off thehillrecordto
setanew mark of 42.8s. o
Alsoinaction in July will be
the Group B Audi quattro of :
Steve Perez, which competed =

competition. However, thesight  atShelsley in 1986 with

and sound of the Auto Union Hannu Mikkola at the wheel

hadamajorimpactonthe in celebration of the 50th

British crowds. anniversary of Stuck’s visit.
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Thomas makes Shadow debut and now wants race outings in 2016

Preparation team boss Sam

Thomashad hisfirst taste of

DFV power at Goodwood and now

hopestoracetheex-Jan Lammers

Shadow DN9later this season.
Thomasonly startedracinga

coupleof yearsagoand prepares

arangeof historicracecars,
including the Shadow, which
isowned by Michael Tuke.
“Thiswasmyfirsttimeinan
F1car,” hesaid after Saturday’s
demonstration session. “Iplan
todosomeracesand I’'musing

Nick Padmore asadriver coach
totryandget uptospeed.”

Padmore drove the 1979 car
in Sunday’s demonstration
and Thomas istargeting the
Silverstone Classic for his
racedebut.

Race of Champions
to Brands Superprix

The ‘Race of Champions’
name will return to

use during the retitled
‘Legends of Brands Hatch
Superprix’.

The annual HSCC event
will run over three days
(July 1-3) on the Grand
Prix circuit and the famous
race title will be handed
tothe Derek Bell Trophy
race thatincludes Formula
5000s.1In 1973, Peter
Gethin’s Formula 5000
Chevron B24 beat all the
F1carsinthe combined F1/
F5000 Race of Champions.

Grand Prix cars from
up to 1966 will alsorace,
under the wing of the
HGPCA, along with
Super Touring and
HistoricF2 cars.

During the weekend
historically interesting
cars will take partin
demonstrations.

Ilydell Super Tourmg Volvo set to compete again

Jason Minshaw will become the
firstdrivertoracea Volvo S40 in
the Super Touring Trophy when he
debuts the ex-Rickard Rydell car in
the openingraces of theseasonat
the Donington Historic Festival.
Minshaw ran the car in public for
thefirst time in the demonstration
sessions at Goodwood last weekend
and believes it will be a competitive
proposition. A major efforthad
the carready in time for its first

on-trackrun at the weekend.

“ItwasRydell’s car in the 1998
BTCCand then went to Sweden,”
said Minshaw. “Ipicked itupin
Norway about 18 months ago
and ithadn’tdone anythingfor
aboutseven years.”

Delays in the supply of engine
parts prevented Minshaw from
racingthecarlast season, butitis
now ready torace inthe UK again
forthefirsttime since 1998.

Ex-BTCC Chevrolet
wins on comehack

Theex-Rob Potter British
Touring Car Championship
Chevrolet Camaromadea
winningreturntoracinginthe
Gerry Marshall Trophy at the
Goodwood Members’ Meeting.

The car,raced when new in
1971 in the colours of Think
Automotive, hasbeenacquired
and completely restored by
Grahame Bryant. He picked up
a10-second penalty for contact
inthesprintrace, droppinghim
tofifth, butthen shared victory
withhisson Oliverinthe
main Sunday encounter.

“Wegot itasaworn-out
racingcarandithadjust
been stored for 40 years with
bitsbeingrobbed off it,” said
Bryant Sr, whodecided to
source a Camaro afterlast
year’s Members’ Meeting.
“We’vedoneitexactlyasit
wasinperiod.”

More outingsare planned
thisseason.

DGOODWOOD MEMBERS” MEETING REPORT AND HIGHLIGHTS
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Amazing Mexc

Seven days after contesting

the Vintage Sports-Car Club
Herefordshire Trial, the 1903
Mercedes of Ben Collings raced in
the SF Edge Trophy at Goodwood.
Ben’s father Roger used the 60hp
modelin the trial while Gareth
Grahamraced it at Goodwood.
“Ittook all week to get the mud
off)’ said Graham of the versatile
Edwardian vehicle.

Lyons in Mexlyn F3
Frank Lyons raced his one-litre F3
Merlyn Mk10 for the first time for 12
months in the Derek Bell Trophy race
at Goodwood last weekend. At the
corresponding meetingin 2015, the
HSCC chairman managed only afew
feet as a gear broke when he dropped
the clutch at the start. He finished 19th.

O’Neill replaces JP
Former BTCC racer Paul O’Neill
was a late substitute forJason
Plato in the Gerry Marshall Trophy
race at Goodwood. O’Neill
steppedin to partner Adrian
Barwickinthe Mini 1275 GT
previously owned and raced

by Nick Swift. They finished
18thinthe main event.

More races for GT40
Rob Hall shared Ford GT40 chassis
1014 with its owner Scott Walker in the
Alan Mann Trophy race at Goodwood.
Raced by Neil Cornerin the late 1960s,
the carwas more recently raced by
American Bill Binnie. Now tended by
Halland Hallin Lincolnshire, the car

is expected to race more regularly

this season. Saturday's race was

the versatile Hall's firstrace ina
GT40and the duo took eighth.

Goodwood misses
Absent from the Historic F3 grid
at Goodwood were intending
category newcomers Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT15) and Jonathan
Hughes (Merlyn Mk14).Late
issues with cars notbeing ready
sidelined both of the expected
frontrunners from the Derek Bell
Trophyrace, but they are expected
to join the grid in the near future.

Overnight repairs
Adam Brindle and Nigel Greensall
finished sixth in the Gerry Marshall
Trophy after a mighty effort by the RW
Racing squad to repair Brindle's Rover
SD1 overnight. The cartook a knockin
Saturday's race, which damaged the
diff and so team boss Richard Walbyoff
went back to base at Brackley to build
up a spare back axle. He was back at
Goodwood at 0100hrs on Sunday and
the work was finished later that morning.

LeaFrancis success
The Lea Francis (below) of Jeremy
Brewstertook a narrowwinon
the VSCC Herefordshire Trial,
afteronly failing to clear three
ofthe 15 hills. In overall terms,
Brewster finished just one point
ahead of the Austin 7 Sports of
David Skelton. MattJohnson’s
Austin 7 was third, while historic
racer Simon Blakeney-Edwards
was fifthin his Austin 7.
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Breen will handle an
RS DS 3 on the Circuit
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BREENGETSLATEDEALTO
DEFEND CIRCUIT OF IRELAND

World Rally Ghampionship driver ties up agreement to defend Gircuit success

By David Evans

Craig Breen will return to
defend his 2015 Circuit
of Ireland win following
alast-minute deal for him
todrive a Citroen DS 3 R5.
The Abu Dhabi Total
World Rally Team driver
was announced at the top of
arguably the strongest Circuit
entrylistever on Monday. He
and co-driver Scott Martin will
use a David Greer Motorsport
car, testingit early in the week
of the Belfast-based rally.
“I'mdelighted tobe doing
the event,” Breen told MN.
“I'llbehonest, Ididn’t think

ALL THE ACTION FROM THE LEE HOLLAND MEMORIAL RALLY

there was much chance, but
Bobby [Willis, event director]
really spurred me on to get it
sorted-notthatIneeded too
much encouragement!”
Breen’s DGM deal came
together late last week.
“Itwasall verylast minute,”
hesaid, “but themain thing
isthat we’re doingit. There’s
awholeload of peopleIhaveto
thank for getting me to the start
line.Thonestly don’t think
you’dfitthemallin MNandI
might forget the odd one, soit’s
bestIdon’tstartlistingthem.
Suffice to say, I wouldn’t be
onan event that means so
much tome without them.”
Breen won last year’s Circuit
and willnow look to surpass
hishero Frank Meagher by
takingback-to-back wins on
Ireland’s most famousrally.
“It’s quite ironic that we’re
usingone of David Greer’s
cars,” said Breen, “David
finished second to Frank when
he won the Circuit in 1992.

“Thistimearounditis
definitely goingtobean
even bigger task. Last year
we had the European Rally
Championship competitors
and guys like Robert Barrable
and Alastair Fisher to worry
about-thistime around we’'ve
got three series (ERC, British
Rally Championship and
Irish Tarmac Championship)
converging and those
championshipsareall atthe
top of their game and bringing
some serious competition.”

Thirty-eight R5 carsare
listed sofar on the entrylist
for the April 7-9 event.

“That’s more cars witha
theoretical chancetowina
rally thanIcan ever remember
before,” added Breen. “It’sa
massive entry and there’s
loads of quality init.Ithink
Elfyn’s[Evans] hastobethe
benchmark. He’shad avery
strong start tothe seasonand
he comesinonthebackof a
round one win in the BRC.

Then there’s Keith Cronin:
this will be the first time he
andIhave crossed pathsina
while and I'think there’s going
tobe afew eyeson thatfight.”
While Breen will be
registering for the European
Rally Championship element
of the event, he saysthat
he’s unlikely to sign up for
BRC points also.
“IThaven’treally thought
much about that [BRC points],”
Breensaid, “but giventhatI
can’treally see myself doing
any more BRC rounds this year,
itwould seem a bit unfair to
potentially take points away
from other [BRC] drivers.
“Tobe honest, Ijust want to
getthere and compete. Don’t get
me wrong, I'm desperate to win
the Circuitagain, but this event
means somuch tome, I’'m over
themoon just tobe onthe start
lineagain.”
Eventdirector Willisadded:
“Asyoucanimagine, witha
capacity entry for the Circuit

CIRCUIT OF IRELAND LEADING ENTRIES

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

1 | Craig Breen/Scott Martin Citroen DS 3R5

2 |Elfyn Evans/Craig Parry Ford Fiesta RS

3 |Kajetan Kajetanowicz/Jaroslaw Baran| Ford Fiesta R

4 |Alexey Lukyanuk/Alexey Arnautov Ford Fiesta R5

5 |Keith Cronin/Mikie Galvin Citroen DS 3R5

6 |Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble Ford Fiesta RS

7 | Tom Cave/James Morgan Ford Fiesta RS

8 |Robert Consani/Maxime Vilmot Citroen DS 3 R5

9 |Fredrik Ahlin/Morten Abrahamsen | Ford Fiesta RS

10 |David Bogie/Kevin Rae Skoda Fabia R5

11 |Jaromir Tarabus/Daniel Trunkat Skoda Fabia R5

12 |RaulJeets/Andrus Toom Skoda Fabia R5

14 |David Botka/Peter Szeles Citroen DS 3R5

15 |Jonathan Greer/Kirsty Riddick Citroen DS 3 R5

16 |Marty McCormack/David Moynihan | Skoda Fabia S2000
17 |Joseph McGonigle/Ciaran Geaney | Skoda Fabia S2000
18 |Antonin Tlustak/Ladislav Kucera Skoda Fabia R5

19 |Della Federico/Pozzi Domenico Citroen DS 3 R5

20 |Neil Simpson/Elliott Edmondson Skoda Fabia R5

of Ireland, we’re very, very
pleased —and Craigisreally
theicingon the cake for us.
He’ssuchanice guy and
obviously abignameanda

big draw for competitors over
here. It’sgreatnews thathe’s
goteverythingsorted tobe
able to come back to defend
hiswin fromlast season.”
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The Strength of Experience speedline
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“Cottret is a \
legend at
Peugeot” J
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‘Armstrong takes first
win of the season’

Border Counties report, p24

Thethird generation of the
McRaerallying dynasty has
begun after 11-year-old Max
began testinga Mitsubishi
Lancer E8lastmonth.

Max, son of former World
Rally Championship star
Alister, was given tuition by
hisfive-time British Rally
Champion grandfather Jimmy.
MCcRae Srwas impressed with
thepace and naturalflair
behind the wheel.

Afteraday of testingin
Western Australia, close to
Alister’shome, Jimmy told MN:

“I'vegottosay,Iwasaweebit
gobsmacked by the whole thing.
WhenIgotinthecar,Ilooked
down and, even with the seat
movedrightforwardand with
acushionunderhim, he could
hardly reach the pedals!

“Once we were away, I asked
himhow he’dlearned to change
gear. Hetoldmehe’d doneitall
onasimulator. Seems times
have changedabit...”

McRaedJrisareigningstate
karting champion and will
remainracinginthe Cadet 12
category this season. Unlike the

UK, there’sno provision for him
tocompete inrallies under the
ageof 17-butthereisachance
he could compete in some Junior
events when he visits Britain.
Jimmy added: “Barrie
[Lochhead, family friend who
worked on Colinand Alister’s
early cars] hasalready told
Alister he’llhave a car waiting
for Max when he comes home.”
Max admitted that moment
couldn’t come soon enough,
saying: “I'vedoneafairbit of
kartingnow, but it was greatto
gettodrive therally car. Sliding

Jimmy sat in

with Max McRae

the car on gravel was great fun.
Ican’twaituntil'm old enough
togetintorallying.”
Alisteradded: “It’'sall about
Max enjoyingwhat he’sdoing.
There wasachancefor himto
getinthecaranddriveand he
madethemostof it.”
AccordingtoJimmy,Max has
drivenarally carearlier than
both hisfather and uncle Colin.
“Idon’tthink either of them
drovearally car until they were
17,” said Jimmy. “They took my
works van around the field
beforethey were 17, mind...”

Daughter of Aitken-Walker gets RSAC New Talent scholarship

iting my tongue for the
second time brought
genuine acceptance that
Jean-Paul Cottretis a
hero. Like winning Dakar
sixtimes wasn’t enough...

I was sitting in his seat alongside another
Frenchman and another hero — but this one’s
won Dakar 12 times: Stephane Peterhansel.
The plan was for me to get a feel for what
Cottret does by reading his route notes
and then getting out of the car and changing
atyre after a pretend puncture.

The notes looked pretty straightforward,
nothing I hadn’t seen before: tulip diagram
and cumulative and interim distances from
junction to corner to obstacle. And as changing
atyre... how difficult could that be?

“The car is very comfortable,’ assured
Cottret, opening the door for me to get in.

Hmm. I didn't doubt it would be very
comfortable. What | did doubt was my
ability to getiniit.

You know that thing when the postman’s
trying to push an oversized parcel through
your letterbox?

And comfortable was questionable. | know the
HANS device is all very good at stopping me
from breaking my neck, but when you've always
been taught to make eye contact when talking
to somebody, it can almost cause an injury itself.

The test wasn'tin Dakar — not least because
Dakar's no longer in Dakar. It was in France. So,
Dijon. And it was snowing.

That's not so bad; | remember watching a
Rothmans-liveried Porsche 959 in the snow
on the prologue stage near Paris once.

I digress.

Peter dropped the clutch and we were away.

“Hairpin right!” [ shouted.
[ !?"
Gina Walker, daughter of follow her mother’s successful allows me to cement my plans V\\%h (tagewhcame Lh ?;eply.
the 1990 FIA World Rally career path inrallying, to get more experience and X BAT ere AR Y
Championship Ladies’ Cup will contest the 2016 tomove forward in 2016.” Ineed the distance...
winner Louise Aitken-Walker, C2MotorsportParts.com Ecosse Walker began her Ecosse Oh yeah...
- hasbeen awarded this year’s Challenge in her Citroen C2. Challenge campaign at last “What now?”
| RSAC Motorsport New The 21-year-old from Duns week’s Brick & Steel Border Err...
Gina (1) with Louis Talent Scholarship. said: “It’s fantastic to win Counties Rally, where she u I
) 2 Walker, who is hoping to the scholarship, because this finished sixth in class. TELS.ItAe,: gz-ave me the distances, but they

Higgins’ huge Rally American streak broken

After 25 months and 14
victories, David Higgins’
Rally America winning run
has come to an end, after
the Manxman lost last
week’s 100 Acre Wood
Rally to Travis Pastrana.
After close competition
between the two Subaru
Rally Team USA entries,
Higgins had just eased
ahead with two stages left
in the Missouri event, when
his WRX broke a water pipe
on ariver crossing. The car
had to be towed to the finish,
but he still made second.
“Big congratulations to

our team-mates,” said
Higgins at the finish.
“It was a great fight. Not
the result we were looking
for, but a great one-two for
the team and fans.”
Pastrana added: “I had
more fun on this rally than
Iever had at arally. We
had a brand new car and
absolutely no technical
problems. I couldn’t have
asked for a better result.”
Higgins will look for
revenge next time out
at Portland’s Oregon
Trails Rally on gravel
(April 22-24).

British co-driver Seb Marshall

Rally Championship events
with the factory Hyundaiteam
this season.

Marshall and driver Kevin
Abbring will be present on the

i20 WRC. A third, as-yet-
undecided, event outing will
beadded later in the season.
Inaddition tothose three
events in an i20 WRC, Marshall
isexpected to compete in
Hyundai’s all-new i20 R5,
which is set for asummer
debut this season.
Abbringand Marshall are

will contest at least three World

nexttwo European WRC rounds
in Portugal and Sardinia, where
they will use a 2015-specification

Marshall gets a renewed world rally deal

.

Mazrshall (1) joins Abbring (r)

spending much of the season
testing both the R5 car and the
2017-specification i20 WRC -
they wererunningthe R5in
asphalt trim for the first time
earlier this week.

were in kilometres, like 0.29. Sitting here,

I know immediately that means 290 metres.
Confronted by adistance of ‘0.09’ | simply
sat and stared at it. Nine hundred? No. Nine?
Must be nine.

“Jump, nine metres!”

Then | bit my tongue. Again.

Stephane was awesome. And patient.
Especially when it came to changing the tyre.
And me getting out of the car...

And the Peugeot was something else.
Quite how Bruno Famin and his team turned
the absolute pig that was the 2015 carinto
this Dakar-dominating rocket ship is beyond
me. But they did.

And Jean-Paul? He's nothing short of a
miracle-working, tyre-changing, mathematical
geniusinthe car.

Turns out it was 90, by the way.

?‘ AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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ONINATIONAL

Proton’crew.in Gircuit'of Ireland ‘shake:

ByJack Benyon

Ollie Mellors has gambled by
entering the national element
ofthe Circuit of Ireland Rally -
around of the British, Irish and
European championships and he
isthe onlyBRC 1 driverto do so.

Thefrontrunning R5 cars have
paidtobecomepartof the ERC-at
acostof around £2000—but Mellors
and co-driver Ian Windress have
taken the shrewd move of entering
thenational section of therally.

MNunderstands that multiple
BRC 1driversthreatened to boycott
theevent, aseven thefrontrunners
of the Irish Tarmac and British
championships had topay tobe
seeded atthe front because of its
FIA international status. Otherwise
they would be seeded behind ERC
Juniordrivers.

Mellors is campaigning in the
BRCthisyear,and even though he
isenteringadifferent element of
therally inthenationalrather than
the international, histimes will be
matched tothe BRCrunners overall
inthat championship. Theoretically
Mellors could berunning 50 cars

back from the BRC crews, but could
beahead of them in the order once
the BRCamalgamatesthetimes.

“I'think we’llbe behind the ERC
drivers[in the seeding]and it could
make it very hard work,” explained
Mellors. “Wemight berunning in
thedark and on muddy stages being
quite far back. Atthe sametime
itcan gothe other way, if itrains
itcould dry up for us, we’ll just
havetowaitandsee.”

The weather could play amajor
partin Mellors’sfate, if he meetsa
drying stage he could potentially go
quicker than hisfellow BRC crews.

There’sanother key factor that
could help Mellors, involving the
reconnaissance: “We getanother
passontherecce comparedtothe
international crews too, which
givesus another advantage
compared to others,” headded.

The international runners will
gettwo passes of the recce opposed
tothenational events’ three. With
Mellors never doing the Circuit
before—and with ahost of new stages
compared to 2015 anyway —therecce
could beacontributingfactor.

Mellors will go off asthe 11th car in

- v i

S Epynt asphalt

thenational category, and this could
alleviate a problem for him which
hasalsobeen discussed with the
seeding. The R5 cars who haven’t
paid for priority seeding will be
behind the priority cars and could
therefore catch the slower R2
machinery in front. However,
Mellors’s move tothe national
means he’ll be behind multiple
World Rally Cars competing on the
eventand shouldn’thave to worry
asmuch about carsinfront.

Thefirst three carsbehind the
priority ERC Juniors are Josh
Moffett, Max Vatanen and Sam
Moffett, all Ford Fiesta R5 drivers.

Mellors and Windress competed
on the Tour of Epyntearlier this
month in orderto set the car up for
asphaltand familiarise themselves
withtherangesthey’ll be usingon
the Nicky Grist Stages in the BRC
laterthisyear.

The crew will be hoping to emulate
Niall McShea’s early performance
inasimilar caronthelrishround
of the world rally championship in
2009, when he pushed his Satria Neo
S2000on to third overall in the wet,
buthelaterretired.

SGAMBLE
:NIR

Seeding has divided
opinions hefore Circuit

Thirty-eight R5s.
Iconservatively
estimatethatata
value of around
£7.5million.

And that’s before
upgrades, parts, servicing, man
power, trailers, travel costs...you
getthepicture.

It’samonster of an undertaking,
but what an excellentjob by the
three championshipstobringthis
many R5 cars tothe Circuitin what
will be the best entry for any rally
anywherethisyear.

However, the seedingissue has
becomea concernfor crews. For
anyone thinkingfarenoughahead,
thishasbeen an issue since the three
series announced calendars for the
year and we knew the BRC and Irish
Tarmac wasarriving.

It’swritten in theregulations.
That’s why Ifind it strange somany
teams/drivers seem to have made
afussatsuch alate stage. Surely
these people atleast have a working
knowledge of theregs? Had forward
thinking been implemented, the
issue could have been foreseen and
lobbied out in the open. Maybe a
solution could have been found.
Whoknows? You can understand the
stance of therelativechampionships
tryingtosortoutsuch avast problem
aweek or sobefore the event.
Impossible.

Movingon, thelead battle was
goingtobethemost intriguing part
of therally Evans? Cronin? Now
Breen? Butnow I've seen Mellors
movetoenterthenational there’s
more interest. Whetherit'sa
calculated move or an effort to
save cash, youcan’targuethatit
providesareally interestingslant.

Allittakesisonedryingstagefor
the frontrunners of thenational
classfor Mellors to take 20s. Of
course it can work the other way;,
but that’srallying. Rarely do we see
tactical efforts with such creative
thinking. You’d have to goback tothe
mid-1990s or even Group Btosee that
onaregularbasis. ButIlike what
Mellorshas done. Underpowered
$2000, mix thingsup. Jack Benyon

Carr/Strudy: nightmare BRC start

Carr enters Somersét Stagéé

and misses Circuit of Ireland

British Rally Championship juniors Nick Carr
and Joe Sturdy will compete on next month’s
Somerset Stages inthe BTRDA in preparation
forthe BRC’s next gravel round.

Thereigning BTRDA Rally First champions
will compete with one eye on improving
the set-up of their Ford Fiesta R2before the
Pirelli Carlisle Rally starting on April 30.

“Wehaveafree entry for the Somerset from
winningthe BTRDA last year so that’sthe main
reason [we’re competing],” explained Carr,
who has pulled their entry to the Circuit of
Ireland for financial reasons. “Also with all
the short stages we can try different set-ups
in preparation for the Pirelli.”

The Fiestapairhad a troubled run on the
British championship opener in Mid Wales
earlier thismonth. Intercom issuesled toa trip
intoabank, whichripped a tyre off therim. A
broken shaft on stage five put them out for good.

Preston’s proposed Fabia livery

Preston gets Fahia RS
early with debut in BTRDA

Thomas Preston will give the Skoda
Fabia R5a BTRDA debut after
receivinghis car early.

MN originally reported that the car
would arrive in May earlier this month
but a customer cancellation has moved
Preston up thelist. He’ll debut the car
onthe Somerset Stages and should get
the car this week.

“Iamdoingatest with Mark Higgins
onthe April 14, then the Somerset Stages
with Jack Morton [co-driver],” said
Preston. “Thave never done the Somerset
Stages before so I’'mlooking forward to
it, the plan then isto do the remaining
rounds of the BRC.”

The Somerset Stages on April 16 is
one of the only BTRDA events Preston
hasn’t done after two part schedules in
2014/15. Preston hasn’t confirmed all of
the BRCrounds he will compete on, but
will start with Carlisle on April 30/May 1
and has picked out the Manx as another
possible counter. “The event after
Somerset is the Pirelli [Carlisle]
beingrun by CA1 Sport,” he added.

FARMSTHONG TAKES FIRST SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP WIN IN 2016 E z ;PAGE 24]
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‘Field takes
Anglesey victory’

Lee Holland report, p25

Photos: Martin Walsh

VWIS WRC

Cumiskey will make
RS gravel debut

New R5owner Brendan Cumiskey has
confirmed hisreturn to next month’s
Rally North Wales —four years after he
lastappeared on the gravel meeting.

The Dolgellau-based event takes place
on Saturday, April 2, and will only be
Cumiskey’s third outing in his Ford
FiestaR5and hisfirstin the forests.

On hislast visit to what was then known
as the Bulldog National Rally the Louth-
based driver finished 10th overall using
a Group N Mitsubishi Lancer E9.

“I'took partin therally in 2012 and really
enjoyed it,” Cumiskey said. “Thopetodoa
few more gravel rallies during the course
of the season. Ifeel thatthisisthe best
place for my confidence driving a left-
hand-drive car to grow. Ifind gravel is
more forgiving than Tarmactolearn on.

“This will be our first run out on gravel
inthe FiestaR5and the hope is that we
canachieve a solid result. Ireally cannot
waittoget going.”

Cumiskey’s primary focus this year will

be the Irish Tarmac Championship.
Hefinished sixth in class on the
Galway International Rally and seventh
in class at West Cork but admits to being
overly cautious on the latter.
“Itisgoingtotake time to get confident
and for me to maximise the car’s ability,”
hesaid after switching froma JRM
Subarulast year.
® Theregulations are out for Rally
North Wales and the event already
has 122 entries.

England gets 2.0 R5
Martyn England has become the first
owner of M-Sport’s two- litre Fiesta
R5 Evoin the UK. England briefly
campaigned a MitsubishiLancerE10
lastyear, but will step up to the new
machine on the Tour of Caerwent.
The carwas builtwith the Chinese
and American marketsin mind.

SMC to Anglesey

The SMC Stages will relocate from Weeton
to Anglesey for the Stockport 061 Motor
Club single-venue event. The Weeton Army
Camp site near Blackpool has been their
venue of choice since 2003 but when the
chance came to revert to their original
venue, Anglesey, the club opted to change.
Thisyear's event will take place on April 17.

Memorial Garden

Nigel Feeney steered his new Subaru
Impreza B13 built by TEG Sportto
awinontheinauguralrally held at
RAF Condorin Arbroath. Feeney -
co-driven by Abi Louden - headed
Quintin Milne/Chris Collie to take
the Memorial Garden Stages Rally
organised by Glenrothes Motor Sport
Club by nine seconds. Finlay Retson
and Andrew Falconer headed the
Juniorranks.

Fitzmaurice is still suffering from injuries from the crash

Fitzmaurice Subaru to return to stages

Arare Subaruwillmakea
returntoIrishrallyingin
the hands of previous owner
Daragh O’Riordanonthe
Circuit of Kerrynextmonth.
The SubaruS12c WRCis
believed tobe one of kind by
Thomas Fitzmaurice, whois
inrehabilitation followinga
crash inthe same caronthe
Gortnagane stage of the2013
Rally of the LakesinKillarney.
He suffered extensive injuries
including two broken ankles
while co-driver Fionn Foley
wasalso injured. The car was
alsobadly damaged.

Fitzmaurice says O’'Riordan
istheperfectdriverto give the

Bell and Edwards:
Welsh and BTRDA

Jamie Edwards will
rejoin Brian Bell for

a combined Welsh and
BTRDA championship
campaign starting with
the Somerset Stages
next month.

Edwards sat with Bell
for the Cambrian last
year in Bell’s Dom
Buckley-prepared
Ford Focus WRC.
Coordinating their
schedules meant more
outings were possible.

Edwards said: “Brian

rebuiltcaramaidenrun. asked meif Iwas

“I'have greatfaith in Daragh, interested in doing
heisverymechanically the BTRDA and Welsh
mindedand of course he national from April
owned the car before,” said onwards. It suited him
Fitzmaurice. “ITwanthim not todo the Cambrian
to give me the thumbs up and Malcolm Wilson
onthecar. with work. I’ve recently

“Weranatestand everything
isfine, itisjustthatI wanttosee
itoutonthe stages. Thecaris
the third person here. Myself
and Fionn are nearly right,
Tjust want to make sure the
carisrightaswell.”

become adad so it wasn’t
feasible for me to commit
toawhole season.”
Edwards’s new baby
means a full campaign
in the British Rally
Championship wasn’t
possible this year.
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KEEPING AN EYE ON IRELAND

BRIAN
PATTERSON

‘“Not much sign
of adealon |
the Circuit”

OGOF’issuchan
expressive word, great
feel toit. I’'s maybe not
inthe Odhams Concise
English dictionary, but
surely everyone knows
whatitmeans ‘Buy One Get One Free!
Forsome reason bogof sprang to mind
lastweek when checking out the stages
forthe forthcoming Circuit of Kerry Rally.

The roads were brilliant, encompassing the
route of some of the old Circuits of Ireland. We
did see a wee lorry loaded to the gunnels with
peat at the roadside. There was a ‘For Sale’
sign on the rather opaque windscreen of the
lorry. The idea seemed to be that if you bought
the lorry, the peat was thrown in. Or maybe it
was the other way round. Sounded like
some ‘bogof’ deal though.

Following the awful winter, with months of
rain, last week the sun-soaked fields had a
golden sheen. Mouth watering rally conditions!

It was reminiscent of many happy Easter
weekends on the Circuit of Ireland, with mile
after mile of the most fabulous Tarmac roads.

We were also on this year's Circuit stages
laterinthe week — OrraLodge, Glendun,
Cairncastle, Hamilton's Folly to name a few. All
stages steeped inrally history. Over ‘Fisher's
Jump’ on Hamilton's Folly, for an instant
thoughts turned to the late Bertie and the
new Fergus McAnallen book, King Fisher.

This year's eventis again acounterin the
European Championship, asit was last year.
Of course the Circuit was a European event
years ago when it also attracted some great
drivers from far afield. It was a different rally
then, with 60 special stages over five days,
around 600 competitive milesin a 1200-mile
route. Those days are gone of course, never
to return. On one of those rallies years ago
Markku Alen was competing for the factory
Fiat/Lanciateam. Every Irish man or woman
is proud of the rally.

This yearthere is not much sign of a deal
either, for the home drivers anyway. Someone
like Keith Cronin, leading the Clonakilty
Blackpudding Tarmac Championship points
table following two maximum scores, isina
constant battle to source the funds to compete
atall. He will have to pay 3000 euros to register
for the European Championship to get both
adecent seeding and a bit of Eurosport TV
coverage. Of course there is a substantial prize
fund, which may lessen the pain. Sam and Josh
Moffett are second and third in the points, so
they will have to fork out as well. [wonder if they
could geta bogoff deal? Probably not.

Still, it looks as if it will be a brilliant rally, with
the most varied and talented entry seen here
formany along day. Indeed the rally isin a way
the victim of its own success. The entry is so
oversubscribed that many drivers willnot geta
run. Therally is not at Easter, afact that some
non-rally people don’t seem to be cottoning on
tojustyet. Itis two weeks after Easter.

Bang goes another family tradition — if it's
Easterit's Circuit time. Butthen it's a bit like the
60 stages and the 600 competitive miles over
one long weekend —time rolls on.

L/
< AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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GOODWOOD REPORT

SOPERTOPS BATTLE
OF THEGT40s

naweekend peppered
withbigaccidents and
alot of safety carlaps,
the Goodwood Members’
Meetingstill delivered
someoutstandingaction
from amazing grids.
Headlining Saturday’s action was
the Alan Mann Trophy, atwo-driver
hour-long contest for Ford GT40s that
ranintothe dusk of theearly evening. A
star-studded pack of 25 GT40s madefora
breathtaking spectacle and any one of
four or five cars could have won the race.
After some early shuffling, World
Touring Car star Rob Huff took control
of theraceand wasnicely on target
tohand Richard Meins a useful lead
untiltheailingfront brakesfinally
disappeared and the car wasretired.
RobHall worked into second in the car
of Scott Walker but was soon under
pressure from Mike Jordan who had
charged up thefield from a misfire-
hindered 14th on the grid. They raced
hard and Jordanlooked for a gap, but
Hall defended resolutely and Jordan
stopped early tohand over to ex-BTCC
champion son Andrew.
Hall stayed out to the very end of
the pitstop window but Jordan swept
ahead before Walker rejoined and the
formerlead car was bundled down

the order over thefinal 20 minutes.

Italllooked good for Jordan untila
rear wheel bearingfailed with 101aps to
goand the Steve Soper/David Cuff car
took thelead. However, on a mission was
Phil Keen after taking over from Oliver
Bryantand Keen was within half a
second of Soper when the oillight,
which had been flickeringfor some
time, stayed on through the chicane
and Keen quickly turned the engine
off toavoid major harm.

“Wejusttried tokeep thelead carsin
sight,” said Cuff as Martin Stretton/
Tony Wood and Simon Hadfield/
Joaquin Folch wrapped up the podium
attheend of an absorbing contest.

The Gerry Marshall Trophy for
Group 1touring cars was another major
crowd-pleaser, with some sensational
racingall down the order from a high-
quality field. Saturday’s 15-minute
appetiser, which really only served to
setthe grid for Sunday’s two-driver
thrash, was won ata canter by Chris
Ward in the JD Classics Rover SD1.

With Ward backed up by Gordon
Shedden on Sunday, another win was
on the cards and Ward duly shot clear
in the early laps. However, amajor oil
slick at St Mary’s from the expired
Rover of Tiff Needell turned therace
around as the safety car was scrambled

and Ward’s vital time advantage
was sweptaway.

The2015race-winning Chevrolet
Camaro of David Clark/Matt Neal lost
time with arear puncture, but making
strongprogress was the Bryant family
Camaro and, after the stops, Oliver
Bryant was able to hunt Shedden down
and sweep ahead with threelapsto go.
Ultimately, the Camaro won by nine
seconds even though Grahame B
had spunontheoilat St Mary’s.

It was afirst Goodwood win for the
Bryants. “It’sgreattodoitasafather
and son team,” said Bryant Sr.

“Itried my best but the safety car
compromised us,” said Ward.

John Young/Steve Soper completed
the podium as the best of the Ford Capri
pack. The bestnon-Camaro lap was,
however, 2s down on Neal’s fastest tour.

Although interrupted by Stephen
Bond’saccident (see Racing News, page
13), the Brooks Trophy for pre-1960
Grand Prix cars was an excellentrace
as Barry Cannell (Cooper T51) had to
work very hard tofend off adetermined
challenge from the four-wheel-drive
Ferguson in the capable hands of Nick
Adams. A rocket start set the Ferguson
away and the wily Cannell only just
wriggled back ahead. Hethen had to
contend with a safety car stint as Gregor

Fisken added his FerrariDinotothe
lead contest until alate spin at Woodcote.

Anotherrace truncated by the safety
car was the Derek Bell Trophy for one-
litre F3 cars, but this was always going
tobelongto Andrew Hibberd, having
hisfirstrace in hisfather’s ex-Chris
Irwin Brabham BT18. In the few racing
lapsthe cars had, Hibberd went clear
as Peter Thompson fought off Jim
Blockley for second. James King,
race winner a year earlier, was an
early casualty after hisengine
grenaded on the Lavant Straight.

On the Goodwood debut for the cars,
the Edwardian pack covered itself in
glory inthe SF Edge Trophy asa
wonderful contestraged atthe head
of the pack of outrageous century-old
machines. Itall came down to a cat-and-
mouse contest between Duncan
Pittaway’s GN Curtiss, the vast
V12Delage of circuitnewcomer
Mathias Sieleckiand the increasingly
brakeless 1916 Sunbeam Indianapolis
of Julian Majzub.

Pittaway won the deciding dash tothe
line by less than a quarter of asecond
from Sieleckias Majzub chased. “You
don’toften getraceslikethat,” saida
jubilant Pittaway. “That car ishuge
when it comes barrelling past you,”
hesaid of the Delage.

Tin-top encounter gets underway

JATHMEMBERS” M

TheDaytona Cobra Coupes of friends
James Cottingham and Andrew Smith
easily had thelegs of therest of aclassy
field of pre-1966 GT cars inthe Graham
Hill Trophy. Unfortunately, this was
anotherrace interrupted by a safety car
after Karsten Le Blanc went off heavily
atFordwater in his AC Cobra.

Will Nuthall toyed with fellow Cooper-
Bristol pilot Eddie McGuire before
rushing clear in the Parnell Cup, while
Richard Meaden was the class of a
typically lively Whitmore Cup for
under two-litre touring cars. Mark
Sumpter, racingsolo in his Lotus
Cortinaforthefirsttime, kept
Meaden honest for the 10-minute dash,
while Nick Swift came out on top of
awonderful butall too brief Mini
contest with Nick Padmore, Jason
Stanley and Rob Huff.

The Bruce McLaren Trophy
race was halted after twolaps and not
restarted after Michiel Smits flew off
thetrack at Woodcote. Atthe time of
theredflag, Nick Padmore, PhilKeen
and Olly Bryant werelimbering up
for aLolaT70 Spyder slug-fest.

Asthelightfaded, Sam Hancock
wrapped up the weekend with a
resounding Peter Collins Trophy
win inthe mighty Cunningham C4R.

Paul Lawrence

' JORDAN'SSTARDRIVE
é%g UNREWARDED

delivered a bitter
disappointment.

Inany list of the greatest racing
sportscars of all time, the Porsche
917 willappear more often than
most. Incredibly, the design of this
ground-breaking Le Mans winner
will soon be halfa century old, but
examples still draw huge crowds
whenever they rarely break cover.
With typical Goodwood panache,
the demonstration sessions overthe
weekend included Group 5 sports
cars of the eraand no less than eight
ofthe stunning 917stook to the

track. Itis now very rare to have so
many 917sin action together.

Among the drivers was 1970
Le Mans winner Richard Attwood,
one of the men to truly tame the
fearsome 917 in period.

However, pride of place went to
local hero Derek Bellina 917 from
the Porsche museum. It was the
chassis he tested at Goodwood
backin 1970 before being offered
afactory drive.

“Aunique and emotional

experience,; said Bell of being reunited
with the 917 he drove in Sussex 46
yearsago. “We didn’t have any
imagination back then;’ he admitted
when asked about the challenge of
driving a car that was notoriously
tricky, yet capable of 240mph at
Le Mans in long-tailed form.
Six512s also made afine sight
(and sound), particularly the Coda
Lunga of Franco Meiners, though
Oliver Bryantlooked quickestin
the LolaT70 he races regularly.

In nearly four decades of best, rising into the top
racing, Mike Jordan has three inside five laps.
been through the highs After abattle with leader

and lows of the sport. But
Saturday's retirement from
the Alan Mann Trophy

An oiled plug in qualifying
left Philip Walker's Ford
GT40 only 14th onthe grid.
However, the early laps
were Jordan Srat his very

' EDWARDIAN
" ENCOUNTER

Rob Hall, Jordan elected
towind back and shadow
Hall, knowing that he would
stop early and hand the car
to his son Andrew.

With 10 lapsto run, ithad
allfalleninto place and then
arear wheel bearing failed
andaclearruntofamous
victory was gone.

Goodwood's decision to runarace for
Edwardian cars during the Members’ Meeting
might have surprised some, but the impressive
leviathans were bound to entertain and even
before the start of qualifying big crowds had
gathered to take a closer look.

Fromthe 1903 Mercedes of Gareth
Graham to several 1923 cars, this was a grid
of remarkable engineering from a century ago.

can make the modern sport uninspiring, the
Edwardian racers are wonderfully diverse,
ranging from diminutive hillclimb specials
like Winston Teague's GN Wasp to vast
aero-engine monsters.

Goodwood's oldest ever race was areal hit

with the crowd and will surely be repeated.

Inaworld where the curse of one-make racing
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Alan Mann Trophy for Ford GT40s (39 laps)

1 David Cuff/Steve Soper 55m43.593s (99.94mph); 2 Tony Wood/
Martin Stretton +22.505s; 3 Joaquin Folch-Rusinol/ Simon Hadfield;
4 Roger Wills/Tim Harvey; 5 Michael Gans/Andy Wolfe; 6 Craig
Davies/Henry Mann. Fastest lap Frank Stippler 1m21.607s
(104.99mph). Pole position Kenny Brack. Starters 25.

Gerry Marshall Trophy part one (10 laps) 1 Chris Ward (Rover
SD1) 15m06.407s (94.52mph); 2 John Young (Ford Capri) +9.683s;
3 Nigel Garrett (Chevrolet Camaro); 4 David Clark (Camaro);

5 Grahame Bryant (Camaro); 6 Kerry Michael (Ford Escort RS2000).
FL Ward 1m28.698s (36.59mph). P Oliver Bryant (Camaro). S 25.
Part two (28 laps) 1 G Bryant/0 Bryant 46m04.966s (86.76mph);
2 Ward/ Gordon Shedden +8.928s; 3 Young/Steve Soper; 4 Michael/
Chris Sanders; 5 Ric Wood/Adam Morgan (Capri); 6 Adam Brindle/
Nigel Greensall (SD1). FL Matt Neal (Camaro) 1m26.464s
(99.09mph). 8 27.

Brooks Trophy (10 laps) 1 Barry Cannell (Cooper T51) 18m06.124s
(78.88mph); 2 Nick Adams (Ferguson P99) +0.466s; 3 John
Chisholm (Lotus 18); 4 Paul Smeeth (Lotus 18); 5 Tony Smith
(Ferrari 246 Dino); 6 Barrie Baxter (BRM P25). FL Gregor Fisken
(246 Dino) 1m27.953s (97.41mph). P Cannell. S 28.

Derek Bell Cup (11 laps) 1 Andrew Hibberd (Brabham BT18)
26m26.953s (59.39mph); 2 Peter Thompson (Brabham BT21)
+5.456s; 3 Jim Blockley (Chevron B17); 4 Simon Armer (March
703); 5 Marcus Mussa (Tecno); 6 Christoph Widmer (Brabham
BT18A). FL Hibberd 1m25.572s (100.12mph). P Hibberd. S 26.

SF Edge Trophy (8 laps) 1 Duncan Pittaway (GN Curtiss)
15m10.150s (75.31mph); 2 Mathias Sielecki (Delage V12) +0.230s;
3 Julian Majzub (Sunbeam Indianapolis); 4 Mark Walker (Darracq);
5 Hughie Walker (GN Thunderbug); 6 John Polson (Hudson Super
Six). FL Pittaway 1m50.392s (77.61mph). P Majzub. S 26.

Graham Hill Trophy (14 laps) 1 James Cottingham (Shelby
Daytona Cobra) 24m41.341s (80.97mph); 2 Andrew Smith (Shelby
Daytona Cobra) +0.504s; 3 Rob Hall (AC Cobra); 4 David Hart (AC
Cobra); 5 Gary Pearson (Jaguar E-type); 6 Bradley Ellis (E-type).
FL Cottingham 1m23.981s (102.02mph). P Cottingham. S 28.
Parnell Cup (7 laps) 1 Will Nuthall (Cooper-Bristol) 11m01.223s
(90.70mph); 2 Eddie McGuire (Cooper-Bristol) +6.016s; 3 Mark
Valvekens (Gordini Type 16); 4 David Wenman (Cooper-Bristol);

5 Chris Phillips (Cooper-Bristol); 6 Barry Wood (Cooper-Bristol).

FL Nuthall 1m32.059s (93.07mph). P Nuthall. S 20.

Whitmore Cup (7 laps) 1 Richard Meaden (Lotus Cortina)
10m53.594s (91.76mph); 2 Mark Sumpter (Cortina) +4.182s;

3 John Young (Cortina); 4 Andrew Banks (Alfa Romeo GTA);

5 Nick Swift (Mini Cooper S); 6 Tony Wood (BMW 1800).

FL Meaden 1m32.452s (92.67mph). P Meaden. S 29.

Bruce McLaren Trophy (2 laps) 1 Nick Padmore (Lola T70
Spyder) 2m57.616s (36.48mph); 2 Phil Keen (T70 Spyder) +1.216s;
3 Oliver Bryant (T70 Spyder); 4 Pedro Macedo Silva (T70 Spyder);
5 Chris Drake (McLaren M1B); 6 Chris Jolly (Cooper T61).

FL Padmore 1m23.130s (103.06mph). P Padmore. S 25.

Peter Collins Trophy (7 laps) 1 Sam Hancock

(Cunningham C4R) 10m59.216s (90.98mph); 2 Steve Boultbee
Brooks (Aston Martin DB3S) +26.089s; 3 Richard Woolmer
(HWM); 4 Conrad Ulrich (Maserati 300S); 5 Fred Wakeman

E (Jaguar C-type); 6 Nigel Webb (C-type). FL Hancock 1m32.839s
n as others wilted ; .' s ; I (92.29mph). P Hancock. S 24.

There were plenty of talented
young racers in action at
Goodwood and in the historic
grand prix car arena, the one
to watch was Will Nuthall.

Being the son of one of the most
respected preparers of historic
single-seaters is amassive leg up,
of course, and Will is showing true
classin carsthatare 40 years
olderthanheis.

Inthe Parnell Cup for pre-1953
single-seaters, he took Steve
Russell's ex-Bob Gerard Cooper-
Bristol to aresounding win and
qualified second fastestin the
CooperT51 of John Saunders
forthe earlier Brooks Trophy.

SUPERTIN-TOPS |

The Super Touring era of the 1991-2000 period stands
out as the high watermark for the British Touring Car
Championship and the category provided the most recent
machinery on track last weekend. Former stars Emanuele
Pirro (Audi A4), John Cleland (Vauxhall Vectra) and Patrick
Watts (Peugeot 406) were among those giving the exotic
tin-tops arun. “You've got to feel uncomfortable in one of
these Super Tourers to be quick; said double BTCC
champion Cleland, who plans to race the Vectrainthe
Super Touring Trophy again this season.

WILLNUTHAL
RISINGHISTORICACE

TVRCOMEBACK

Mike Whitaker brought the ex-works
TVR Griffith‘BFR 400B’ back to racing
at Goodwood afteramighty effort to
rebuild the car forthe Members’ Meeting.

Marque expert Nigel Reuben finished the
carjust in time for a quick shakedown run
on Wednesday, but Whitaker was able to
take an encouraging eighth place, despite
his pace being hampered by the early loss
of third gear.

Backin 1965, former World War Two pilot
Tommy Entwistle raced the car at Goodwood
and Sunday’s Graham Hill Trophy race was
its first race since the end of the 1965 season.

Ground effect F1 cars of the late 1970s and early 1980s
were celebrated with two groups of cars demonstrated.
Three-time Indy 500 winner Dario Franchitti drove the
famous twin-chassis Lotus 88 (top), while the Ligier-Matra
JS17 of Rob Hall (above), Ferrari 312T5 (Andrew Willis)
and Bobby Verdon-Roe's McLaren MP4/1 also starred.
Unofficially, the quickest drivers also lapped significantly
faster than the Goodwood lap record. ..
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PORSCHE PAIRING

TAKESENDUROWIN

Demetriou and
Evans’s Porsche

The 750 Motor Club
kick-started its season
with arammed schedule
at Donington Park.

The meeting brought old
favourites and new starts. And
it wasastrongstart forthenew
Club Enduroseries in what was
araceof attritionfor mostof its
competitors. Ben Demetriou/
Jonathan Evanstook the win
inthe Porsche 968 ahead of
Andy Marston/Brett Evans and
Leighton Norris. Class C was
won by Liam Crilly/Jonny

MacGregor ina Mazda RX-8 while

ClassIwastaken by Paul Aram/
Rui FerreirainaCaterham 7.

Tan Allee won thefirst of the two

Locostraceson Saturday. Allee

was able to take thelead from Jack

Coveney in the closing stages in
thefirstrace. Inthe secondrace

there was aredflagon the opening

lap duetoafive-car pile-up at
Redgate. Attherestart, there
was a closely fought battle tothe
end between Danny Andrew, Tim
Neat, Allee and Coveney, but it
was Andrew who took the spoils.
The Classic Stock Hatchrace
got suspended almost as quickly
asitstarted whenaredflagwas
brought out due to contactat
Redgate between Stuart Place

and Ryan Clarke. At therestart,
Matt Rozier made acrucial move
ontheinside of Lee Scottinto
Redgate, which allowed him to
stretch the gap until thefinish.
The second racefeatured a
reverse of thatorder when
Scott managed to take thelead
ontheopeninglap. Matthew
Stubington also had a good run
after starting from the sixth row
of thegrid, makingituptofourth
before successfully challenging
Andrew Thorpe for third on
thefinallap. Stubington was
later penalised 10 secondsfora

jumped start and dropped to sixth.

Adam Shepherd took double
victories inthe M3 Cup after
managingtowin the first by
overtaking Brian Chandler
into Redgate and controlling the
paceinthemorningrace.Inthe
afternoon, Shepherd pulled off
asimilar win, overtaking both
Mark Anderson and Kevin
Dengateat the start. Luke
Sedzikowski was also making
moves inthe secondrace, getting
intothird after Dengate ran wide
into thefirst corner. The nextlap
he wentfor second, making use
of Anderson’s poor runoutof
Redgate to make the move stick
into Hollywood.

James Bark won the first Clio
182 race on Sunday, after alate
challenge from George Williams
going through Old Hairpin and

McLeans. Bark was able to hold on

though, with Williams dropping
back after an opportunistic move
from Philip Wright at the final
chicane. Inthe secondrace Bark
was onacomeback drive after
losingpositionsin ascrap for
second, managingtosalvage
second place behind Patrick
Fletcher, who took the win, and
ahead of Don de Graaff.

Paul Smith took two wins in
Formula Vee. Smith won ahead
of Graham Gantand Craig
Pollard in the firstrace after
controlling the pace from pole,
while Pollard battled for second
with Gant. Inthe secondrace
Smith finished ahead of John
Hughes and James Harridge.

Inthe Stock Hatchraces, it
was Paul Jarvis and Ryan Polley
who took victory in the firstand
second races respectively. There
wasanicescrap inthe second
race between the pair, as they
rannose-to-tail and pulled off
aggressive defensive moves
through Redgate and McLeans.

It was Matthew Howarth
who took the win from Neil

Stringfellow by 8.9 seconds in
the Hot Hatch race. In the
second race however, Tom Bell
was able to win from Alistair
Camp and Howarth, after a
nice comeback drive through
thefield.

Will Sharpe won the Super
Cooper Cup ahead of Stephen
Rose and Caroline Gilbert.

Inthe secondraceon
Saturday it was again Rose
from Gilbert, with Martin
Hathaway taking the final
top three position.

Jason Williams won the
Armed Forces Challenge
race ahead of Darren Howe
after makinguse of track
position duringthe pitstop
phase as eventual third-
placed finisher Ed McKean
lostthelead.

The Toyota MR2 grid was
solarge the entry had to split
into three groups.

Inthe Group AvCrace
Kristian White won ahead
of Jim Davies. Michael Wells
took third position.

In Group B v C Davies won
ahead of Alex Knightand Cam
Walton, whilethe Group AvB
race was won by White ahead of
Ben Rowe and Mick Nicholls.

Locost.series featured packed grids yet again

Photos: Steve Jones
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750 Formula Championship (10 laps)

1 Ed Pither (PRS 1b) 13m13.67s (88.45mph);
2 Robin Gearing (Darvi P88) +13.94s; 3 Bill
Cowley (Cowley MkIV); 4 Peter Bove (Darki
Mk4/5); 5 Chris Gough (CGR2 Evo); 6 Bob
Simpson (SS/F 750F). Fastest lap Pither
1m16.75s (31.47mph). Pole Pither. Starters 14.
Race two (11 laps) 1 Pither 14m40.32s
(87.72mph); 2 Cowley +16.12s; 3 Bove;

4 Gough; 5 Mark Glover (Racekits Falcon);

6 Simpson. FL Pither Tm17.72s (30.32mph).

P Cowley. S 11.

750 Trophy Series (9 laps) 1 Martin Depper
(Centaur Mk4) 15m22.36s (68.50mph);

2 Trefor Slatter (Centaur Mk1) +14.04s;

3 Tim Grigshy (Merlin); 4 Chris Hopkins (HCS
Trophy); 5 John Skeavington (Austin Ulster);

6 lan Grant (Austin 7 Pigsty Special).

Class winner Skeavington. FL Slatter 1m38.14s
(71.53mph). P Hopkins. S 10.

Club Enduro Series (85 laps)

1 Ben Demetriou/Jonathan Evans (Porsche 968)
2hrs00m39.54s (82.42mph); 2 Andy Marston/
Brett Evans (BMW E46 M3) +57.70s;

3 Leighton Norris (Toyota Super GT); 4 Neville
Anderson/Allan Gibson (Toyota Super GT);

5 Steve Hewson/Neal Martin (Peugeot 106 GTi/
VW Caddy); 6 Liam Crilly/Jonny MacGregor
(Mazda RX-8). CW Anderson/ Gibson;

Crilly/ MacGregor; Paul Aram/Rui Ferreira
(Caterham 7). FL Anderson/ Gibson 1m19.66s
(88.12mph). P Marston/B Evans. S 22.

Locost Championship (10 laps)

1 lan Allee (Locost) 14m51.88s (78.71mph);
2 Danny Andrew +1.91s; 3 Richard Bradley;
4 Garry Brandon; 5 Steve Paddock;

6 Jack Coveney. FL Andrew 1m27.30s
(80.41mph). P Coveney. S 35.

Race two (7 laps) 1 Andrew 10m34.77s
(7741mph); 2 Tim Neat +0.45s; 3 Allee;

4 Coveney; 5 Lee Emm; 6 Ben Powney. FL
Andrew 1m28.21s (79.58mph). P Emm. S 30.

Classic Stock Hatch Championship (8 laps)
1 Matt Rozier (Peugeot 205GTi) TIm44.16s
(79.75mph); 2 Lee Scott (Ford Fiesta XR2i)
+1.98s; 3 Edward Cooper (Vauxhall Nova GSi);
4 Matthew Stubington (Peugeot 205GTi);

5 Benjamin Leach (Ford Fiesta XR2i);

6 Paul Thorpe (Ford Fiesta XR2).

FL Rozier 1m26.47s (81.18mph). P Scott. S 23.
Race two (10 laps) 1 Scott 14m29.79s
(79.79mph); 2 Rozier +0.16s; 3 Andrew
Thorpe (Citroen AX GTi); 4 P Thorpe;

5 Cooper; 6 Stubington. FL Rozier 1m26.75s
(80.92mph). P Scott. S 23.

M3 Cup/Super Cooper Cup (15 laps)

1 Adam Shepherd 19m42.54s (89.05mph);

2 Brian Chandler +3.09s; 3 Mark Anderson;
4 Gary Hufford; 5 Mathew Wallis;

6 Kevin Dengate. CW Will Sharpe

(Mini Cooper S). FL Shepherd 1m17.68s
(90.37mph). P Shepherd. S 16.

Race two (10 laps) 1 Shepherd 13m09.62s
(88.90mph); 2 Luke Sedzikowski +11.34s;

3 Anderson; 4 Dengate; 5 Hufford;

6 Peter Isherwood. CW Sharpe (Mini Cooper S).
FL Shepherd 1m1795s (30.06mph).
P Shepherd. S 15.

Clio 182 Championship (11 laps)

1 James Bark (Renault Clio 182) 15m28.52s
(83.16mph); 2 Philip Wright +3.12s; 3 Patrick
Fletcher; 4 George Williams; 5 Don de Graaff;
6 Trevor Gregory. FL Fletcher 1m23.42s
(84.15mph). P Bark. S 21.

Race two (11 laps) 1 Fletcher 15m34.55s
(82.63mph); 2 Bark +0.74s; 3 De Graaff;

4 Wright; 5 Williams; 6 Martin Ward.

FL Bark 1m23.69s (83.88mph). P Bark. $ 21.

Formula Vee Championship (11 laps)

1 Paul Smith (AHS Dominator) 14m54.28s
(86.35mph); 2 Graham Gant (WEV FV01)
+8.285; 3 Craig Pollard (Bears GAC);

4 Paul Taylor (Bears GAC); 5 James Haridge
(Maverick Vee); 6 lan Buxton (GAC Daghorn).
CW Harridge. FL Buxton 1m19.97s (87.78mph).
P Smith. S 23. Race two (11 laps)

1 Smith 15m04.53s (83.54mph); 2 John Hughes
(Scarab MK5) +9.38s; 3 Harridge; 4 Harry
Webh (AHS Dominator); 5 Jack Wilkinson
(Sheane Mk3); 6 Gant. CW Harridge. FL Buxton
1m19.57s (88.22mph). P Smith. S 22.

Hot Hatch/Stock Hatch Series (7 laps)

1 Matthew Howarth (Vauxhall Astra GSi)
10m04.90s (81.24mph); 2 Neil Stringfellow
(Peugeot 206 GTi) +8.97s; 3 Paul Jarvis
(Citroen Saxo VTR); 4 Ryan Polley (Citroen
Saxo VTR); 5 Phil Law (Citroen Saxo VTR);

6 William Hunt (Citroen Saxo VTR).

CW Stringfellow; Jarvis; Adam Read

(BMW Compact). FL Howarth 1Tm23.64s
(83.93mph). P Tom Bell (Ford Fiesta ST). S 17.
Race two (11 laps) 1 Bell 15m09.09s
(84.94mph); 2 Alistair Camp (Ford Fiesta ST)
+2.20s; 3 Howarth; 4 David Allen (Ford Fiesta
ST); 5 Polley; 6 Jarvis. FL Bell 1m19.33s
(88.49mph). CW Allen; Polley; Mac McCarthy
(Ford Fiesta ST). P Howarth. S 17.

Armed Forces Challenge (26 laps)

1 Jason Williams (BMW M3) 40m42.71s
(74.72mph); 2 Darren Howe (VW Golf) +48.79s;
3 Ed McKean (BMW 325i); 4 Chris Wood (BMW
325i); 5 Grant Hatfield (Mini Cooper S); 6 Dan
Tedstone (Honda Civic Type-R). CW Howe;
Chris Slator (Peugeot 306 GTi). FL Williams
1m21.93s (85.68mph). P McKean. S 25.

Toyota MR2 Championship (10 laps)

1 Kristian White 14m15.87s (82.02mph);

2 Jim Davies +0.73; 3 Michael Wells;

4 Cam Walton; 5 Timothy Heron; 6 Paul Cook.
CW Wells; Paul Callaway. FL Davies 1m24.18s
(83.39mph). P Davies. S 32.

Race two (10 laps) 1 Davies (Toyota MR2)
14m22.72s (81.37mph); 2 Alex Knight +0.34s;
3 Walton; 4 Ben Rowe; 5 Mick Nicholls;

6 Nigel Ralphson. CW Nicholls. FL Walton
1m24.73s (82.85mph). P Knight. S 27.

Race three (10 laps) 1 White 14m23.12s
(81.33mph); 2 Rowe +4.10s; 3 Nicholls;

4 Ralphson; 5 Heron; 6 Wayne Lewis.

CW Nicholls; Callaway. FL Knight 1m24.84s
(82.74mph). P Knight. S 30.

EdPither (1),ahead of hisrivals Gearing (85) and Cowley

Pither takes a double in 750 Formula series, hut three-car fights enliven the contest

EdPither took adominant
double victory in the opening
750 Formularaces of the
season at Donington,

ahead of Robin Gearingin
what was a thrilling duel
throughout the firstrace.

While Gearing was able to
take the lead in the opening
stages, Pither challenged for
the top spot later and took
itinto the final chicane.

He then stretched the gap
tothe tune of 13.9 seconds at
the chequered flag.

Bill Cowley was also onto

the back of Gearing at
this stage, sizing him up
into Redgate and through
Hollywood.

His power disadvantage
on the straights was hurting
his ability to catch up, which
sealed his fate.

In thesecondrace, Gearing
and Pither managed to get
ahead of Cowley in the
opening stages, but their
battling cost them time and
brought Cowley back into
play. After arather NASCAR-
style moment from Cowley,

who bump-drafted Gearing itwasn’t enough, which
down the Wheatcroft allowed Cowley to hold
Straight, he made his move ontosecond.
for second on the next Post-race scrutineering
lap, where he was able to found that Gearing’srear
slingshot into the chicane wing was too high, which
and overtake amore meant he was disqualified
cautious Gearing. and promoted Peter Bove
Cowley then defended to third place.
with all his might, making Martin Depper won the 750
hisrather narrow Cowley Trophy race ahead of Trefor
MKIV as wide as he could. Slatter and Tim Grigsby.
Gearing was close coming Grigsby and Chris Hopkins
through the Old Hairpin on traded third throughout
thefinallap,and triedamove thefinalfivelaps with the
ontheinside of McLeansbut former getting the nod.
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AND THE

WINNERS ARE...

‘IManchester won

despite

MSVR Allcomers, below
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spin’

‘Dorlin annihilated
the opposition’

Michelin Clio Cup, below

OULTON PARK: BARC BY PETER SCHERER MARCH 19

George Sutton and Matteo Zanetti
shared the victory spoilsin two

action-packed Junior Saloons races.

Polesitter Edward Mooreled race
oneaway but Sutton had gained the
upperhand by theend of thefirstlap.
Although Moore went back ahead into
Knickerbrook, the pressuretold asthey
arrived atIsland for the third time.

“OncelwasaheadIjustputmy
head down and got away,” said Sutton
asheeasedtoa2.8svictory.

Moore was soon under pressure
forsecond too, as Zanetti closed in and
their duel brought Oliver Willmott
into contention. But it was Zanetti that
lost outas Willmott maximised his
opportunity tosecure second as Moore
waswideagain atIsland onlapseven.

Zanetti came back tosnatch third as
they started the penultimatelap,leaving
Moore to take fourth from Adam Batty
and Ethan Hammerton.

Moore managed toretain the opening
laplead inrace two after Sutton had
muscled his way past Zanettiat Old Hall
ontheopeninglap. Butby theend
of lapthree ithad become afour-car
lead train. Sutton soon hit the front
from Moore, Zanetti and Batty.

Having seen off Moore a couple of laps
later, Zanettihad thelead into Old Hall
asthey started lap six and thatleft the
resttofight for second. Moore regained
second andjust held on despite Sutton’s
continuous presence, while Batty,
Charlie Kennedy and Willmott
completed the top six.

JamesDorlin annihilated the
opposition to take two lights-to-flag

victoriesinthe Michelin Clio Cup.
Inthefirstrace, Brett Lidsey soon
dropped back butretained second
throughout, despite intermittent
challenges from Samuel Randon.

Daniel Kirby and Luke Pinder had
a good duel for fourth until Kirby got
sidewaysat Cascades and Pinder
picked up atrack limits penalty;,
which handed the place to Tom Barley:

Lidsey wasasolitary second again
inracetwoonce Dorlin was over the
horizon, while Pinder completed the
podium after Kirby ran wide at Old
Hallonlap four.

Nick Dunn managed to consolidate
hislead inthefirst Max5 race after
sneakingahead of Richard Breland.
Thelead quartet had paired off early
on, which left Chris Webster defending
third from Russell Tamplin after they
had exchanged onlap two.

Dunnmanagedtoholdhislead,
while Breland, Webster and Tamplin
all held station, leaving Steve Dolman to
gain the upperhand over Geoff Gouriet
for fifth withalapto go.

Brelandled againat the startof the
secondrace but kept the door firmly
closed as Dunnlooked for the gap again.
They were able to ease clear as Webster,
againinthird, had Dolman and Tamplin
inches behind. But Breland’s reward for
hisrace one defeat was complete. “His
pace wasrelentless once he had beat
me into thefirst corner,” said Dunn.

Tamplin was intofourth at Cascades
onlapsixand threatened Webster again,
before Dolman briefly split them on lap
nine. Webster just held on for his second

Photos: Mick Walker, Richard Styles

SUTTON AND ZANETTI TAKE JUNIOR SALOON WINS

"\.\.

Sutton took a victory
and a third at Oulton

podium, from Tamplin, Dolman
and Gouriet.

From afour-car battle into thefinal
stages, 2CV legend Pete Sparrow
claimed another victory withalapto
go. Matthew Hollis had his share of
thelead buthad tosettle for second,
survivinglate pressure from Thomas
Perry, after Steven Walford had gone
off at Knickerbrook on thelastlap.

Kris Tovey led for most of racetwo
and was declared the winner when
ashuntat Druidsbroughtan early
end. Lien Davies and Mick Storey
completed the podium.

Although Adrian Wray wasadouble
winner inthe MG Owners Club, his

victories differed greatly. Inrace one he
led from pole and spent most of therace
with Andrew Rogerson inches from his
ZR’stailgate. They remained unchanged
but Adam Jackson was allowed to close
periodically too in third, leaving David
Mellor tofend off Simon Kendrick and
Mark Baker’s Fsfor fourth.

It was Rogerson heading Wray from
thestartof racetwo, butatracklimit
penalty left Rogerson down in seventh,
despite hisZR leading when therace
wasred flagged after amultiple shunt
atCascades.

Jackson and Martin Wills’ F were
inthemix too, with Willsjust gaining
second place, only tolose iton

countback attheredflag.

Itwasplain sailingfor defending
champion Joe Spencerashis
Stuart Taylor Locosakitook a
lights-to-flagwin inthe CNC
Heads North West Sports/Saloons
race. Roddie Paterson’s Caterham
had overheating problems and
surrendered second to Dave Harvey’s
Locosakion lap four, but he soon
recovered as bothheand Nick
Cresswell’s Caterham demoted
Harvey tofourth.

Paterson was forced toretire onlap
nine, leaving Cresswell to gradually
consolidate hisadvantage over
Harvey for second.

Junior Saloons (9 laps) 1 George
Sutton 16m38.520s (72.22mph);

2 Oliver Willmott +2.809s; 3 Matteo
Zanetti; 4 Edward Moore; 5 Adam
Batty; 6 Ethan Hammerton, Fastest lap
Zanetti 1m49.014s (73.50mph).

Pole Moore. Starters 23. Race two
(9 laps) 1 Zanetti 16m33.113s
(72.62mph); 2 Moore +2.376s;

3 Sutton; 4 Batty; 5 Charlie Kennedy;
6 Willmott. FL Zanetti 1m48.861s
(73.61mph). P Moore. S 22.

Michelin Clio Cup (12 laps)

1 James Doriin 19m29.675s (82.21mph);
2 Brett Lidsey +10.765s; 3 Samuel
Randon; 4 Tom Barley; 5 Luke Pinder;
6 Daniel Kirby. Class winner Sarah
Franklin. FL Dorlin 1m35.891s
(83.56mph). P Dorlin. $ 12.

Race two (12 laps) 1 Dorlin
19m?28.188s (82.31mph); 2 Lidsey
+0.232s; 3 Pinder; 4 Kirby; 5 Barley;
6 Ben Palmer. CW Frankiin. FL Dorlin

1m35.778s (83.66mph). P Dorlin. S 11.

Max5 (12 laps) 1 Nick Dunn
20m58.290s (7642mph); 2 Richard
Breland +5.48s; 3 Chris Webster;
4 Russell Tamplin; 5 Steve Dolman;
6 Geoff Gouriet. CW Ben Hancy.

FL Breland 1m42.856s (7791mph).
P Dunn. $ 27. Race two (12 laps)
1 Breland 20m48.987s (76.99mph);
2 Dunn +0.993s; 3 Webster;

4 Tamplin; 5 Dolman; 6 Gouriet.
CW Guy Carter. FL Dunn 1m42.734s
(78.00mph). P Dunn. § 26.

2CV Parts.com Classic (10 laps)

1 Peter Sparrow 21m38.951s

(61.63mph); 2 Matthew Holis +0.173s;

3 Thomas Perry; 4 Nick Crispin;

5 Peter Rundle; 6 Sandro Proietti.

FL Proietti 2m06.823s (63.18mph).

P Sparrow. § 17. Race two (8 laps)
1 Kris Tovey 17m56.481s (59.55mph);
2 Lien Davies +0.709s; 3 Mick Storey;
4 Paul Taylor; 5 Simon Crook; 6 Jim
Henshaw. FL Davies 2m07.396s
(62.90mph). P Davies. S 17.

MG Owners Club (12 laps) 1 Adrian
Wray (ZR) 20m46.748s (77.13mph);

2 Andrew Rogerson (ZR) +7.350s;

3 Adam Jackson (ZR); 4 David Mellor
(ZR); 5 Simon Kendrick (F); 6 Mark
Baker (F). CW Kendrick; Jim Baynam
(B). FL Wray 1mA2.688s (78.03mph).
P Wray. S 23. Race two (7 laps)

1 Wray 12m32.105s (7458mph);

2 Jackson +0.158s; 3 Martin Wills (F);

4 Kendrick; 5 Baker; 6 Mellor. CW
Wills; Baynam. FL Wills Tm44.574s
(76.63mph). P Wray. § 21.

CNC Heads North West Sports/
Saloons (15 laps) 1 Joe Spencer
(Stuart Taylor Locosaki) 22m?23.356s
(89.48mph); 2 Nick Cresswell
(Caterham Seven) +23.500s;

3 David Harvey (Stuart Taylor
Locosaki); 4 Paul Dobson (Mazda
RX-T); 5 Peter Davies (Spire GTR);
6 llsa Cox (SEAT Leon Cupra).

CW Garry Wardle (Ginetta G50);
Cresswell; Dobson; Piers Grange (Ford

Escort Mk2); David Bird (Honda Civic).

FL Roddie Paterson (Caterham R400)
1m27671s (31.40mph).

The combined Lotus Cup and Elise
categories provided their usual high
quality entertainment with newcomer
totheseries Adam Mackay takinga
pair of dominate debut victories.

“IknewIhadtobeatJason Bakerto
thefirst corner as he wasfaster through
the Bomb Hole and Coram,” said
Mackay who justmanaged to get his
nose infrontatthe opening turn.

The Scottish newcomer then
controlled therace torunoutadelighted
victor. He was helped when Baker was
given adrivethrough penalty fora
non-working transponder. This dropped
him down thefield and intoa tight battle
for sixth place with Andrew Wright,
whomanaged to hold his place with
some spirited defensive driving.

Onthefinal corner, Freddie
Hetherington was unseated from the
lead in the Elise Trophy when Stuart
Ratcliff’schase paid dividends. “I'm
annoyed with myself forleavingagap,”
admitted Hetherington.

Areverse grid plus45kg of success
ballastdidn’thinder Mackay in the least
astheraceone winner easily madeita
double. His only real problem came at
the opening corner. “It wasmayhem,”
said the winner on the podium. “Iwent
ontothe grasstoavoid the meleeand
somehow ended up in fourth.”

Thisleft David McInulty at the head of
thefield but he was soon squeezed down
the order, with Adam Knight holding
off Ryan Savage with Mackay looking
rampant on their tails. On thefifth lap
Savage was demoted to second, with
Mackay taking thelead fourlapslater
and Savage also sneaking by Knight.

AsMackay serenely motored to
victory Knightreasserted himself over
Savagebut, in the closing stages, handed
the position back. “Stupidly Ioutbraked
myself into Montreal,” explained
Knight. Meanwhile, Adam Balon was
workinghardtohaul in the second
placebattleand with ademon lastlap
managed to affect alate challenge,

which wasrepulsed by Knight. Inthe
Elise, Trophy Ratcliff wasableto
makean early break tosecurean
easy second victory.

Despiteaflatsoundingengine, Alan
Hoggromped toa comfortable opening
Allcomers victory, while 17-year-old
Jack Manchester gave valiant chase.
Mike Roberts carved through the field
tolock out the podium for the sportscars
while theleading saloon runner, Luke
Armiger, was knocked out of fourth
by an errantbackmarker allowing
Kevin Williams to take the position
after an earlier mishap.

Hoggran off intothe distance once
more inrace two but, mid-race, was
pulled into the pits for his car making
excessivenoise. Thisallowed the
recovering Manchester; after rotatingat
Montreal, to weave by the late-starting
Lotus of David McInulty and the two
Caterhams of Anthony Bennettand
Williams, to take the win.

The opening Monoposto 200

Challenge racefellto Ben Cater, wholed
fromlightstoflag, while David Gillett
closed in towards the end when the
leader backed off tosave histyres.
James Williams looked comfortable in
third until herolled toa halt, allowing
ChrisLevy totake the position after
recoveringfromamid-race spin.

Racetwo produced the sameresult
with winner Cateragain slowing
mid-racetobringhistyresbackin
before anotherlate push, while Henry
Chart’sexcursion atthe opening corner
stopped him from challenging Kevin
Coulingfor fourthplace.

Lotus Cup/Elise Trophy (23
laps) 1 Adam Mackay (Exige V6
Cup) 30m39.806s (89.29mph);

(Caterham CRS). FL Hogg
1m12.877s (98.00mph). P Hogg.
$ 17. Race two (15 laps)

2 Ryan Savage (2-Eleven) 1 Manchester 20m18.235s
+9.966s; 3 Adam Gore (Exige V6 (87.94mph); 2 Williams +13.641s;
Cup); 4 Adam Knight (Exige V6 3 Anthony Bennett (Caterham
Cup); 5 Adam Balon (Exige V6 R300); 4 Mclnulty; 5 Jamie
Cup); 6 Andrew Wright (Exige S1  Goddard (Mazda MX-5 Mk3);
Honda). Class winners Savage; 6 Colin Halls (Toyota MR2).
Stuart Ratcliff (Elise Cup R). FL L Hogg 1m13.414s (37.29mph).
Mackay Tm16.541s (33.31mph). P Hogg. S 13.

P Jason Baker (Elise $2 Honda).
S 28. Race two (24 laps)

1 Mackay 31m14.694s (31.43mph);
2 Savage +9.585s; 3 Knight;

4 Balon; 5 Wright; 6 Steven Train
(2-Eleven). CW Savage; Ratcliff.
P Rob Myers (Exige). S 21.

Monoposto 200 (17 laps)

1 Ben Cater (Dallara) 20m54.422s
(96.79mph); 2 David Gillett
(Dallara F302) +2.205s; 3 Chris
Levy (Van Diemen RF83); 4 Henry
Chart (Van Diemen RF022);

no other finishers. FL Cater
1m10.109s (101.87mph). P Cater.
S 7. Race two (17 laps)

1 Cater 20m48.654s (37.24mph);
2 Gillett +12.083s; 3 Levy;

4 Kevin Couling (Renault Tatuus);
5 Chart; no other finishers.

FL Cater Tm10.473s (101.35mph).

MSVR Alicomers (16 laps)

1 Alan Hogg (Spire GT3)
20m08.137s (94.59mph);

2 Jack Manchester (Radical SR3)
+22.261s; 3 Mike Raberts (ADR);
4 Kevin Williams (Caterham
CRS); 5 David Mclnulty (Lotus

Exige VG Cup); 6 lan Conibear P Cater. S 6.
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Armstrong/Swinscoe tied
with Pearson but took win

BEATS

Scottishchampionsh

Y REPORTS

TIMES TIEDBUTARM
PEARSON

ithrillerascrewshavetore!

aturday’s Brick &

Rally ended inadead
heat. Atthefinish,
Jock Armstrongand

Garry Pearson shared

identical totals. A faster time by
12 seconds on thefirst of the day’s
six stages provided thereigning
Scottish champion with his first
ever win on this event but it could

so easily have been a three-way tie.

Goinginto thefinal stage,

Bannister impressed in Escort

Steel Border Counties

10 seconds covered the top three,
with Shaun Sinclair only a second
behind Pearson.

Armstrong wasfastest over the
first three stages, the Subaru Impreza
openingupan 11-second lead over
Sinclairfirst time outinahired Ford
Focus WRC, but Armstrongnearly
dropped the ball on the startlineat
the fourth test. “Iforgot toputitin
gear when the marshal started
countingdown,” said Armstrong.
“That cost me two or three seconds and
could so easily have cost me therally!”

Athirdfastest time on thefirst stage
followed by two second-fastest times
demonstrated Pearson’s confidence
inthe Ford Fiesta as he chased the top
two, but it was Sinclair who went fastest
on the fourth test, before dropping time
inthefifth. “The car filled with dust.
Icouldn’tseeathing, it was worse
thanfog,” hesaid.

This time Pearson was quickest inthe
FiestaR5, closingthe gap to Armstrong
tonine seconds, with Sinclairjust one

STRON
TOVICT

onfirstistagetimestodecideresult2ByJohnFife

e
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Garry Pearson: Fiesta RS

Scottish Rally Championship, round two of seven, Brick & Steel Border

Counties Rally, March 19
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

1 Jock Armstrong/Paula Swinscoe SubaruImpreza 41m17s
2 Garry Pearson/Robbie Mitchell Ford Fiesta RS +0s

3 Shaun Sinclair/Kirsty Riddick Ford Focus WRC08 +7s

4 Mike Faulkner/Peter Foy Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +45s

5 | MarkMcCulloch/Michael Hendry Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m47s
6 | Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts Mitsubishi Lancer +2m03s
7 | Dale Robertson/Stuart Loudon Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m09s
8 Donnie MacDonald/Paul Beaton Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m35s
9 | Barry Groundwater/Neil Shanks MitsubishiLancerE10  |+2m37s
10 | Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol Mitsubishi Lancer E8 +2m46s

11 John 8 Wink/John Forrest (Lancer ES); 12 Alisdair S Graham/ Laura Stuart (Lancer E9); 13 Scott McCombie/ Mark Fisher (Lancer E9);
14 Ross MacDonald/ Matthew Johnstone (Lancer E8); 15 Scott MacBeth/ Daniel Forsyth (Lancer); 16 Steve Bannister/ Kim Baker (Ford
EscortMk2); 17 Stephen Freddy Lockhart/ Richard Wardle (Lancer EG); 18 ain Wilson/ Keith Riddick (Impreza); 19 lan Baumgart/ Mike
Dickson (Impreza); 20 Keith Morris/ Martin Forrest (Lancer E6). Class winners Angus Lawrie/Jeannette Kvick (Vauxhall Corsa); Scott
Beattie/ Russell Fair (Talbot Sunbeam); Steven Smith/ Daniel Johnstone (Escort Mk2); John Mellwraith/ Scott Young (Escort RS);
Bannister/ Baker; Alan Cowan/ Katie Stimpson (Vauxhall Astra); Grant Inglis/ Robert Gray (Escort); Donald Brooker/ Rachel Brooker
(BMW 130i); Faulkner/ Foy; Armstrong/ Swinscoe; Pearson/ Mitchell.

=T

second behind that. Thefinal test
would decide the winner; ninemiles
inthe superfast Craik.

Pearson had been growingin
confidenceall day with hisnew carand,
consideringhehad taken a second amile
outof therallyleader on the previous
eight-miletestat Elibank despitea
front-wheel puncture for the last half-
mile, a similar effort wasneeded here.

He was quickest by six seconds from
Sinclair, while Armstrong could only
manage third quickest, acrucialnine
seconds behind Pearson. Theresult was
adead heat with arelieved Armstrong
beingdeclared the winner.

Top Mitsubishidriver on the day was
Mike Faulkner in fourth place, finishing
overaminute clear of Mark McCulloch,
butboth had their troubles. Faulkner
dropped time on the final test witha
top end misfire, while McCulloch
was plagued all day by a Lancer
thatlacked tractionattherear.

Bruce McCombie had to settle for sixth
after apuncture on the fourth test, while

Dale Robertson made it back into the
top 10 after breakinga driveshaft on
thefirst testand doing the next two
with a front-wheel-drive Lancer.
Andrew Gallacherlost over aminute
on the penultimate test when his Lancer
rumbled out of the stage on twoflat
tyresonthesameside.

In worseluck was John MacCrone,
whoretired his Fiesta R5 from the top
10 when a turbo pipe clamp snapped.
Atleasthelasted alittlelonger than
Peter Stephenson, whose Focus had
plunged down a bank. There waslittle
damage but it would need more than
spectator power to get it out.

Snowman Rally winner Donnie
MacDonald finished eighth losing time
on thefifth test with a front puncture
and Barry Groundwater held on to
ninth place in front of Gallacher.

Top two-wheel-drive runner on the
day was Steve Bannister, while Greg
McKnight, who was 10s fastest on the
openingstage, lost out when therear
end of his Escort made violent contact

with abankingon afourth-gear corner
in stage 2, although herecovered to
finish fifth in class. Matthew Robinson
retired his Fiat 131 in the final stage
when the car hitarock “and broke
somethingunderneath!”

Angus Lawrie took the 1450cc class
in his Vauxhall Corsa while Ross
Carbry’s Corsaended its day on the
first stage with a broken driveshaft.
Scott Beattie won Class 3 in his Talbot
Sunbeam ahead of the top-placed
Peugeot 205 of Ben Cree, while Steven
Smith took Class4 in his Escort ahead
of the Corsa of Alex Curran.

Added tohisfourth place finish on the
Snowman Rally, Pearson’s second place
puts him provisionally at the top of the
ARR Craib Scottish Championship
points tables on 53 points, with Donnie
MacDonald on 52 and Dale Robertson
sharing51 with Mark McCulloch.

Next month there is a change for the
Scottish rally crews: it’s Elgin instead
of Aberdeen asthe Speyside Stages
assumes the round threerole.

Bogie pumps in spectacular final stage to overturn McVeigh for Midland Moto Stages win

Midland Moto Stages
By Brian Patterson

Organiser: Midland Motor Club When: March 13/20
Where: Longford Championships: Loughran Signs.ie Rally
Championship Stages: 9 Starters: 77

David Bogie made alengthy
tripfrom Dumfries to Ireland
worthwhile by winning the
Midland Stages in his Skoda
Fabia R5. He and co-driver
Kevin Rae were preparing for
nextmonth’s Circuit of Ireland
Rally with team CA1 Sport,and
headed Paddy McVeigh after a
stunningfinal stage.

Less than 3s separated the top
three-McVeigh, David Bogie
and Chris Armstrong-overthe
openingtest Killashee. That was
asign of thingstocome overthe
day’s mostly fast flowing stages,

helped by the ideal benign
conditions. McVeigh was able

to give his Subaru Impreza WRC
itshead, while, for Bogie, the rally
was ideal for him to chalk up some
asphaltmileage ahead of the
European, British and Irish
Tarmac counter onthe

Circuitof Ireland.

By first service, the carshad
covered 24 miles and McVeigh
took just20m11sto complete them.
Bogiewas17sinarrearsand
Armstrong 29s back.

Justahandful of seconds
covered the following drivers too,
Stephen McCann, Vivian Hamill,
Pauric Duffy and Gary Kiernan.

The middle loop of stages was
curtailed tojust the two shorter
stages, as stage six was blocked
by an earlier accident.

By second service the positions
atthetop werelittle changed.
McVeigh had extended his
lead to 22s over Bogie, with
Armstrong37s behind the
leader and still best of the
two-wheel-drive brigade.

Kiernanhad putonapushand
was fourth in his Escort, although
just1.4sahead of Hamill.

Bogie was fastest in stage eight
(stageseven didn’t run) toreduce
the gaptoleader McVeigh tojust
15.7s. On the final stage Bogie
really went for it. His time was 25s
faster than hisfirst runover the
same stage. He was also 20s faster
than McVeigh to win by 4.6s.

Armstrong again showed great
speed in his Escorton his way to
third overall. Sean Gallagher/
Barry McNulty won Group N in

Results

their Mitsubishi Lancer and Kyle
White/Sean Toppinghad a very
impressive victory in the Juniors
with their Citroen C2R2.

1 David Bogie/Kevin Rae (Skoda Fabia Rb) 45m25.Ts;
2 Paddy McVeigh/ Gary McElhinney (Subaru Impreza WRC)
+4.6s; 3 Chris Armstrong/ Chris Melly (Ford Escort
Mk?2); 4 Gary Kiernan/Ryan Moore (Escort); 5 Vivian
Hamill/Andrew Grennan (Escort Mk2); 6 Pauric Duffy/
Kevin Glynn (Ford Fiesta R5); 7 Stephen McCann/Damien
Fleming (Impreza WRC); 8 Tommy Doyle/Liam Moynihan
(Renault Clio R3); 9 Jim McKenna/Thomas Treanor
(Escort); 10 Paul Rowley/ Patrick Brides (Skoda Fabia).
Class winners Darragh Kenny/David Gibbons (Honda
Civic); Shane Forde/Aaron Johnston (Citroen C2);

Pakie Duffy/Evan Hughes (Civic); Sean Gallagher/Barry
McNulty (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); Bogie/ Rae; McVeigh/
McElhinney; Anthony Masterson/Tommy Clinton
(Escort); Shane Healy/Emmet Donlon (Peugeot 205);
Gary McNamee/ Kieran 0'Donoghue (Honda Civic); Barry
Treanor/ Colm Donnelly (Escort); Kevin Cole/ Matthew
Kirwan (Escort Mk2); Kiernan/ Moore; Armstrong/ Melly;
McCann/Fleming; David Leonard/ Niall Burns (Lancer);
Kyle White/Sean Topping (Citroen C2R2).

Bogie showed class on last stage in CAl Skoda R5 |
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Field flew in the
mid-engined car

MNCHAMPIONSHI
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MN CircuitRally Championship, rd 6/8, Lee Holland Memorial, March 20

POS | DRIVER /CO-DRIVER | cAR | TIME
1 Ashley Field/Jack Benyon Darrian GTR 46m29s
2 | John Stone/Paula Swinscoe Ford Fiesta S2500 +59s |
3 Nigel Mummery/Fiona Scarrett Ford Focus WRC +1m22s
4 | James Sharrock/Stuart Faulds Ford Escort Mk2 +1m29s
5 | Dessie McCartney/Richard McCartney | Darrian T90 +1m50s
6 Steve Quigley/Tom Hutchings Renault Clio 172 +2m10s
7 Peter Smith/Alan Walker MG Metro 6R4 +2miis
8 | Stuart Gilks/Michael Boyns Talbot Sunbeam +2m47s
9 | Mike Taylor/Martin Haggett Talbot Sunbeam Lotus |+3m00s
10 | Robert Hughes/Sion Cunniff Ford Focus +3m10s.

Class winners. Justin Lawson/Paul Hargreaves (Vauxhall Nova); Howard Potter/Dylan Thomas (Talbot Sunbeam);
- h Quigley/ Hutchings; Field/Benyon; Josh McErlean/Thomas McErlean (Peugeot 107).

.
|

Lee Holland Memorial Rally

ByDaveVThomas

Organiser: Pendle DMC with Garstang & Preston MC

When: March 20 Where: Anglesey Circuit

Championships: Motorsport News Circuit Rally Championship,
ANWCC, ANCC, SD34, Junior F1000 Stages: 8 Starters: 82

Despite having never competed at
the Anglesey Circuit, Ashley Field
took an emphaticvictory with
rookie co-driverJack Benyon
intherapid Darrian GTR.
Nolessthan 12 seconds quicker than

Stone was Field’s closest rival

everyone on thefirst stage, they won
every stage to take overall victory
by almost aminute ahead of John
Stone, still acclimatising to his new
Ford Fiesta S2000 car fitted with a
Millington powerplant.

Eight stages were scheduled, with
anumber of splitsand merges that
madeitaverytestingday for both crew
members. The organisers gained the
mostoutof theroadsof therace circuit
andserviceroad.

Thecircuitownershadalsobuilta
yump, which proved to be the undoing
of some crews, notably the Darrian
of Brandon Smith and Craig Sharpe-
Simkiss, who destroyed the car’s
gearbox bellhousing on thefirstlaunch.

Lastyear’s winner Wil Owen, this time
withregular co-driver Rob Hopewell
alongside in the 2.5-litre Ford Escort,
held second after thefirst stage but then
spun onthethird and were actually
caught by Field. They were clawing
their way back up the leaderboard until
the sixth stage when a diff pinfell out

and caused theirretirement mid-stage.

Thatleft Stoneas Field’s closest
contender, buta problem with the trip
screen in the car meant the Fiesta driver
stalled atahairpin, which was also
incorrectlylaid out. That put thefinal
nail in the coffin of thelead battle,
although he got quicker throughout
the day and willno doubt be a challenger
forvictories on future events.

Theevent was thelatestround of the
MN Circuit Rally Championship and
all theleading crewsfinished well up to
gain many useful points. Field extended
hislead with the win—which was 59s
intotal ontherally - while James
Sharrock/Stuart Faulds consolidated
their second place in the standings,
finishingfourth overall in the Ford
Escort MK2. Sharrock commented
thatthisevent was the “bestsofarin
the series—hard work, testing stages
that flowed well.”

Nigel Mummery-alsoaregular
campaigner inthe MN series —rounded
outthe top spots with Fiona Scarrett.

Makinga very welcome appearance
was Irishman Dessie McCartney —best
known for his phenomenal exploitsina
Porsche911 in thelate *70s/’80s—drove
his Darrianrapidly tofifth overall with
son Richard. McCartney Senior would
be celebrating his 72nd birthday the
following day and didn’t ease off on
thetricky yump.

Leadingthe two-litre class were Steve
Quigley/Tom Hutchings, whofinished
sixth despiteremoving some of thefront
bodywork on one of the chicanes, while
seventh fell tothe Metro6R4 of Pete
Smith/Alan Walker.

Talbot Sunbeams took the next two
places, the two-litre version of Stuart
Gilks/Michael Boynsfinishing ahead
of the Lotus version of Mike Taylor/
Martin Haggett, who fared better once
the early gear selection issue was solved.

Roundingoff the top 10 was ANWCC
Championship leader Rob Hughes with
Sion Cunniff ina Millington-engined
Ford Focus, Hughes increasing hislead
while Cunniff moved up to take the

co-drivers championshiplead dueto
pre-eventleader Sharpe-Simkiss’s
failuretoaddtohisscore.

All-girl crew Jade Paveley/Sarah
Hughes finished just outside the top20—
thistimeusing Paveley’sdad’s
Mitsubishi Lancer following their big
accident in Jade’sImprezaat Brands
Hatch on the previousround. They
finished the event withnofirst gear
but gained useful championship points
inboththe MSVR and ANWCC series.

Inthe 1400cc class, a close battle
raged between the Vauxhalls of Joe
Cunningham/Andrew Fawcett (Corsa)
and Justin Lawson/Paul Hargreaves
(Nova), with the Nova just keeping
ahead until the seventh stage.
Cunningham went into the final
stage with a three-second advantage
butabroken driveshaft put him out.

The 1600cc class leaderboard remained
the same all day, Howard Potter/Dylan
Thomas, afirst-time pairing, taking
the classand just missing the top 10
intheir Sunbeam.

Evans and Turner tee up late charge to steal AGBO win from Moran on the final stage

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

. . . . C Evans/Dylan Joh the John Robso
AGBO Stages Rally Wright/Steve Pugh’s Ford other on stage eight. Peugeot 106 led Clive King/ V\Zm)é:; tgﬁi cl)éaarnwi(; gn N:vi g a:i onal anI:i AndyLane/
By Peter Scherer Escort, after the latter had a It was dead level into the Anton Bird’s Mini Cooper S all the Rali Llyn as they finished Richard Crozier the Hexham

couple of grassy excursions,
while Paul Alexander/Abi
Haycock’s Escort headed
Gareth Richards/Heather
Gilmore’s Darrian for fifth.
But Davies’ hopes of another
victory were dashed on
stage five. “It was a huge
tank-slapper over the grass,”
hesaid. It dropped him to
third, seven seconds off the
lead and chasing to recover
second from Evans.

Organiser: Owen MC When: March 20
Where: Weston Park, Shropshire
Championships: AWMMC Heart of England;
HRCR 0Id Stager Stages: 10 Starters: 75

Paul Evans and Stephen
Turner took a dramatic victory
in their Ford Escort MKk2 after
starting the final stage tied
with Roger Moran and
Samantha Lester’s similar car.
Timing problems caused the
first stage to be cancelled, but

final stage from which Evans
emerged two seconds quicker
to snatch the win from Moran,
but Davies was left parked
after his engine let him down.
Wright therefore claimed
third, despite being slowly
caught by Richards.

They were followed home by
the Class C battle, led all day
by Alexander, despite battling
without power steering from
mid-rally. Julian Jones/Mikey

day to take Class A, with Mark
Gamble/Steve Link’s Suzuki
Swift heading Dai Roberts/
Max Freeman’s Peugeot 205
GTiin Class B. Stuart and Jack
Anderson’s Vauxhall Chevette
topped the Historics.

Results

1 Paul Evans/Stephen Turner (Ford Escort Mk2) 24m12s;
2 Roger Moran/Samantha Lester (Escort MK2) +2s;

3 David Wright/Steve Pugh (Escort Mk2);

4 Gareth Richards/Heather Gilmore (Darrian T90);

5 Paul Alexander/Abi Haycock (Escort MK2);

6 Julian Jones/ Mikey Herritts (Escort MK2);

30 seconds ahead of a highly
competitive field. This was the
driver'sfirstwin on the event
in12years.

ArwelJones/lwan Jones had
built up alead of 27 seconds
but they were then forced out
with engine maladies. Gareth
Rhys Jones/Aron Jones just held
off asecond-half charge from
lastyear's winners Kevin Kerr/
Huw Rhys Manion to secure
the runner-up spot.

Historicevent.

Ian Mills
Merfyn Hughes Memorial
RaliLlyn
Organiser: Harlech & District Motor Club
When: March 13/20 Where: North West Wales
Championships: WAMC & ANWCC
Route: 110 Miles Starters: 89.
1 Carwyn Evans/Dylan John Williams (Ford
Escort) 6m05s; 2 Gareth Rhys Jones/Aron
Jones (Vauxhall Corsa) +30s; 3 Kevin Kerr/
Huw Rhys Manion (Escort); 4 Dale Fumiss/
Nick Bloxham (VW Golf GTi); 5 Steven John
Williams/ Paul Roberts (Escort); 6 lan ‘Dude’
Roberts/ Gwawr Hughes (Golf GTi); 7 Reian

T Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts (Escort MK3);

8 Mark Gamble/Steve Link (Suzuki Swift); 9 Dai Davies/
Gerwyn James (Darrian T9); 10 Tom Barber/Jamie
Barber (BMW Compact). Class winners lan Hambleton/
Sarah Hambleton (Peugeot 106); Gamble/ Link;
Alexander/ Haycock; Historics: 1 Stuart Anderson/Jack
Anderson (Vauxhall Chevette); 2 Stephen Hall/Aggie Foster
(Triumph TR4); 3 Clive King/Anton Bird (Mini Cooper $).

Jones/ Cadog Davies (SEAT Ihiza); 8 Rob
Pugh/Dafydd Evans (SEAT Ibiza); 9 John
Davies/Aled Richards (Astra); 10 George
Williams/Jon Hawkins (Escort).

Class winners Semi-Experts: Osian
Vaughan Williams/ Peredur Davies (Peugeot
106 GTi); Novices: Deion Atkinson/Aron
Jones (Honda Civic).

Herritts’ Escort overcame
brake bias problems to oust
Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts’
Escort from second in class
after seven stages to complete
the top six overall.

Ian and Sarah Hambleton’s

Although Moran retained
hislead, a stall at the Hairpin
on stage six halved it and
spurred Evans on to chase
the win. After seven stages
it was a one-second gap,
before they matched each

’PIBK UP A BARGAIN IN OUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTS SECTION

Moran had tied on the second
stage with five-time winners
Oliver Davies/Ben Innes,
before Moran went a second
clear on the fourth.

Evans had already started to
consolidate third over David

At Petrol, Shon Roberts/Dion
Morley held ahuge lead inthe
Semi-Expert class but their Ford
Escort broke a driveshaftinthe
second half and they were out.

Martin Lloyd/Rob Lloyd won
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Would like to congratulate Steve Quigley and Tom Hutchings on another
superb class win at the Lee Holland Trophy Rally in their AES prepared
Renault Clio. 1st in Class and 6th Overall, which holds them in a great
position for the MSVR/M’News Championship.

— TECHRON

SM) Photography -

aesmotorsport.co.uk / Tel: 01270 522 715
Mob: 07710 157 343 / Nantwich Cheshire
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Congratulations to Stefan Oberdoester & Olaf Heupel on their victory at the XII ORIS RALLY CLASICO
Stefan & Olaf have won themselves a free trip to compete in the Barbados Historic Rally Carnival taking
place over the last two weekends of August. Entry info available at www.barbadosrallycarnival.com
On event support provided by Dansport
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SPORTING SCENE ___

ByHalRidge

Leading British rallycross
driver Liam Doran will
contest the FIA World
Rallycross Championship
thisseasoninaJRM
Racing Mini RX Supercar.

Doranhasraceda Citroen
DS3inrecent seasons, run
by his own LD Motorsports
team, but told MN at
Christmasthat he was seeking
todrive for a different team
in the 2016 season.

JRM Racing embarked on
running the Mini RX Supercar
last year,and made anumber
of appearances through the
campaign with various
drivers. Double British Rally
champion Guy Wilks scored
the squad’s best result by
finishing sixth at Lydden Hill.
Theteam will enter Doran as
asingleentrant in World RX.

DORAN LANDS MINI
DRIVE FOR WRX

European round winner set for full world campaign in 2016
\::'1? = _._, v I

“This is something I've been
working towards for the last
couple of years-beingable
togoatthe championship
professionally as a driver
with a capable and successful
team,” said Doran. “It’s
exciting for me to have the
chancetodothat. TknowI
canjustdothedrivingin 2016.
That’s the most important
partforme.”

Doran won a number of
European Championship
events before the sport grew
toa World Championship, but
hasstruggled in the last two
seasons, often due to poor
reliability. He does have
previous form with a Mini
rallycross car, and won his
second X Games gold medal
in Munich, Germany in 2013
drivingasimilar car.

“One of the main reasons for
this whole deal happening is
because the car is what it is

and the team is what it is,”
said Doran. “It’s going to be
astrong, fast and reliable
package which is something
Ineed and is something,with
the way the sport’s gone, that
isrequired. This is the ideal
packagefor that.I have no
doubtsatall that the car

Photos: Hal Ridge and Jack Flash Photography

: Doran struggled
throughout 2015

il

cando what itneedstodo.”
The JRM squadranal.6-litre

engine inthe carlast year, but

will upgrade to atwo-litre unit |

for2016. Theteamrantwocars

onthree occasionslast season

and has the capability to do so

again, but is expected tofocus

on success with just Doran.

Terry Holmes put himself in the
huntfortitle glory after setting
thefastest time duringthe
openingroundof the British
Sprint Championship at
Castle Combelast Saturday.
TheLoladriver, who was
sharing with Graham Porrett
(who went on tofinishfifth), put
inamasterful performance in
thetop-12run off tolead therest
home by almost 2.8 seconds.
Behind him, winter work had

Holmes kicks off 2016 campaign with a victory at Castle Combe

paid dividendsfor Steve
Broughton, who brought his
Dallara F3 car home in second.
Tounderline the progress, car
sharer Matt Hillam was third
duringtherun-offs.

Steve Miles set the fourth fastest
timein his Van Diemen RF96,
although the driver was perplexed
by the time awarded to him after
thesecondrunashehadfeltthe
effort had been significantly
faster than hisfirstattempt.

Behind Porrett was Matt Carter,
who improved hisfirstruntime
by 1.1storecorda122.96s, which
was enough for the Radical driver
tosnaresixth spot.

Dallara-Cougar pairing of
Tony Jarvisand Martin Webb,
took sixth and seventh places
respectively.

Localman Dave Cutcliffe made
therun-offs in his Van Diemen
D93M, buthe was unable to
recordatimeoneitherrun.

Broughton was second

Results

British Sprint Championship

Organiser: CCRC When: March 19

Where: Castle Combe

1 Terry Holmes (3.5 Lola Tegra-Judd) 114.84s; 2 Steve
Broughton (2.0 SBD Dallara F3) 117.63s; 3 Matt Hillam
(2.0 SBD Dallara F3); 4 Steve Miles (2.0 Van Diemen
RF96); 5 Graham Porrett (3.5 Lola Tegra Judd); 6 Matt
Carter (1.3 Radical PR6); 7 Tony Jarvis (2.0 Dallara-
Cougar Power F399/00); 8 Martin Webb (2.0 Dallara-
Cougar Power F399/00); 9 Grahame Harden (1.0 Jedi
Mk8); 10 Carole Torkington (1.6 SBD OMS CF08).

Euro truck series
gets promoter hoost

The FIA European Truck Racing
Championship hasappointed a
new body as promoter.

ETRA, the European Truck
Racing Association, which
launched the 2016 season last
week, isformed from an idea of
existingtruck event organisers
andthe FIA, with the German
goveningbody ADACasthe
major stakeholder.

GeorgFuchswillhead up the
organisation. ETRA hasattracted
partnershipsfrom Goodyear for
three yearsand hasbegunto
increase thechampionship’s TV
profile with shows on Motors and
Sky Sports. The format of four
races, two per day, continues, with
some events beingheadlined by
thetrucks and two partnering
the Blancpain Sprint Series.

The ETRA haslaunched the
National Challengers’ Cupto
attract domesticentrants.

Racer Ellen Lohrsaid: “Thisisa
greattimetoshow truck racingto

people inanew eraforthe sport.”

SPORTING TRIAL

Uglow has a perfect trialling afternoon

Roland Uglow retained the
Stuart Butterfield Sporting
Trial trophy last weekend,
winningby cleaningall 32
sectionstotake theleadin

the British championship.

Six crews were still clean by
lunchtime so the sections were
toughened up, but that still
failed tostop Uglow’s charge.

DaveRance challenged and
only failed one steep section to
finish second. He was ahead of
Richard Sharp, who also won
theintermediate class. Sharp
hasnowtaken thelead inthe
BTRDA championship.

Mark Milne had justrebuilt
thepropshaft of his Crossle but
droveoutof asectiontoslipto
fourth ahead of Boyd Webster.

Jeff Armistead was top
live-axle in eighth, while Ian
Fullwood won the novice class
justoutside thetop 10 overall
from autotester Stuart Perren.

Local driver Ray Lane won
the Basil Elkington Car Trial
last Sunday in Kent, the
second round of the British
championship, havingled the
front-wheel-drive class all day.
Rupert North closed in during
theafternoon tosecure second
inclassinhissimilar Mini.

Duncan Stephens
Results
Stuart Butterfield Sporting Trial
Organiser: Yorkshire Sports Car Club
When: March 20 Where: Keighley, Yorkshire
1 Roland Uglow (Crossle) 0 marks; 2 Dave Rance
(Crossle) 4 marks; 3 Richard Sharp (Cartwright);
4 Mark Milne (Crossle); 5 Boyd Webster (Crossle);
6 Bryan Walker (Jedi); 7 George Watson (Hamilton);
8 Jeff Armistead (Hutton); 9 Andrew Woodhead
(Jedi); 10 Brian Thornton (Kincraft).

Car Trial

Basil Elkington Car Trial

Organiser: Sevenoaks and District Motor Club
When: March 20 Where: nr Bearsted, Kent

1 Ray Lane (Mini); 2 Rupert North (Mini);

3 Nigel Weeks (Hillman Imp); 4 Dave Oliver
(Hillman Imp); 5 Mark Hoppe (Citroen Saxo);
6 Nick Poliitt (Vauxhall Corsa).

Coney to run new
Corsainrallycross

Rallycross driver Paul Coney
willdebut a brand new Super1600
Vauxhall CorsaD in the British
Rallycross Championshipat
Lydden Hill this weekend.

Coney previouslyraceda
Vauxhall Nova in the popular
Nova Challenge in the 1990s,
and morerecently inthe
SuperNational category. He has
been planning the new car for
over three years. It has been built
to comply with FTA European
Rallycrossregulations.

“Harry Hockly Motorsport has
builtthe carand itused theengine
fromthe Nova,” explained Coney.
“We’rerunning Proflex shocks
anda Sadev sequential gearbox.
We’venotfinished all the engine
work we want todo yetbut thishas
been goingon for three years.”

The Englishman plansto
contesttherestof the British
seriesand could also venture
across the Channel: “It will be
fine on the Tarmac, butlike all
carsitwillbeabitof abalancing
acttowork ontheloose.”
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MN’S RALLYCROSS EXPERT
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RIDGE

“Electric
dream should '
be addressed”

Andros Trophy has an electric support formula

astweek, MN’s sister
publication Autocarrevealed
thatVolkswagen is keenon
creating an electricrallycross
Supercarif rules were changed
inthe World Rallycross
Championship to be all-electric.

As with any proposed new idea for any
motorsport series, this news is without doubt
an opinion splitter.

Purists, myself included, believe that while the
Earth’s progressively diminishing supplies of fossil
fuels are still available, part of the biggest draw of
arallycross event (aside from the dual-surface,
sideways, close-combat action) is the raw anti-lag
fuelled noise Supercars emit. The ear-popping
and banging from a grid of Supercars about
tolaunchinto the all-important final race of the
weekend is an experience that should be
savoured by any motorsport fan.

But, facts have to be faced. Rallycross races are
the ultimate sprint, run over four or six laps where
acceleration and startline performance is king.

Races are won or lost in the first few metres.
With the EV concept, a car's maximum power
can be deployed in a split-second when the
lights turn green, and if enough power could be
produced by an electric motor, those machines
could even match or out-accelerate a current
internal combustion-powered car.

Turbocharged rallycross engines rely on clever
anti-lag systems to maintain engine response out
of corners; an electric motor would deliver all of its
power whenever the driver wanted. In many ways,
rallycross and EV machinery go hand-in-hand.

The purists shouldn't fear: the prospect of World
RX Supercars being solely powered by an electric
motoris a considerable leap into the future.

But, it would be fantastically interesting if a
manufacturer orteam developed such amachine
to run back-to-back with a current Supercar
to make direct performance comparisons.

This isn't to say that electric vehicles can’t
become part of rallycross competition in the short
term either. Rallycross need look no furtherthan
the Andros Trophy ice racing series. While
the headline category cars are mid-engined
V6 fuel-guzzling screamers, the support class
is battery-powered.

The spaceframe Trophee Andros Electrique
machines use 90kw motors (around 122hp), have
200Nm torque and can reach 100mphusing a
single-speed gearbox. Although these kind of
cars would in no way rival arallycross Supercar
on performance, a similar support category
concept couldfitinto rallycross just nicely.

iﬁ- AGREE/DISAGREE?
. mn.letters@haymarket.com
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SANTA POD AT 50

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

Thisyear SantaPod Raceway celebratesits 30th Anniversary. Robin Jackson picks out 10

THEUKDRAG STRIP’S

Arguably America’s quintessential
homegrown motorsport, dragracing had its
British adherents too by the early 1960s, mostly
inspired by reading the imported hot-rodding
magazinesof theera. Chief amongthe early
converts was Sydney Allard, sportscar
manufacturer andracing/rally driver, who
built the UK’sfirst dragster in 1961, partly to
advance his new-found sprinting interests.

In 1964 and 1965, Allard and Wally Parks,
founder of America’s National Hot Rod
Association, brought all-star dragracingteams
from the USA to perform on airfields around
the country. Impressed by what they saw (and
heard), a group of businessman-enthusiasts
determined that Britain should havea
permanent venue for the sport, and selected a
disused wartime airfield on the Bedfordshire-
Northamptonshire border. They named it
SantaPod -‘Santa’ to evoke visions of Santa
Ana, scene of California’sfirstcommercial
dragrace in 1950, and ‘Pod’ after the nearby

village, Podington.

Santa Pod opened for business on Easter
Monday, April 10,1966. With sad, supreme
irony, Sydney Allard died two dayslater.

il ‘_‘\:.‘.-a .

Indragracing’s Americanlingo, ‘gas’ means
gasoline, or petrol; ‘fuel’ means the heavy stuff, the
witches’ brew —nitromethane. As identifiable classes
began toemerge, the cars atthe top of the sport, the
‘dragsters’ with their ever-lengthening wheelbases
for improved weight transfer and traction, acquired
the designation AA/FD’-blown fuel dragster.

Followingtheimpactthe AA/FDsmadeonthe
1964-65 tours, Santa Pod was quick toimporta US
team, billed asthe American Commandos, in its
first summer, repeating in 1967 (above).

Easter 1968 featured a match race between the first
two British fuelers, Tony Densham’s Commuter and
Clive Skilton in the Allard-Skilton. Today’s AA/FDs
are known as Top Fuel Dragsters and occupy the
pinnacle of the FIA European Championship.

' Allard, with his early drag
] racer, was a key figure

There have been so many

the greatest dragracer ever,
returned to Britain for Santa
Pod’s 10th anniversary
celebration after heading
the 1964 all-star tour.

The Daily Mail gave him
back-page prominence and
the venue was packed to
overspill, with spectators’
cars parked nose-to-tail more
than two miles back through

Swamp Rat 21 dragster, far

great weekends in Santa Pod’s
history, but none to top Easter
1976. Thereason? Don Garlits,

Podington village. Yet Garlits’

from home, was blighted
by mechanical problems
throughout qualifying and
wound up facing Britain’s

quickest entrant, Peter Crane, ypy—egeysper=: 7 v W90 | -

in the firstround.

Garlits went too early
and was disqualified,
while Crane’s Stormbringer
stormed to the first five-
second elapsed time clocked
outside America. Clive Skilton

was the eventual race winner.

Garlitsreturned in July
1977 with less fanfare and
afitter car and routed
the opposition.

SUMMEROF 73

To UK dragracing enthusiasts
of acertainage, thenames Don
Schumacher and Paula Murphy
conjure aspecial moment in
time: the summer of 1973.
Attendingthat year’s July
Internationals at Santa Pod, the
pair unleashed the first full-tilt
American Fuel Funny Cars
seen on these shores.

The spectacular, ear-splitting
Funnies—essentially

bodyshells - were all therage
across the Atlantic, drawing
huge crowds to America’s
dragstrips. Schumacher and
Murphy together created
aseminal momentinthe
sport’s British history.
Murphy -now 87-and
Schumacher, today the most
powerful team owner in NHRA
DragRacing, will be reunited
on UK soil when they attend the

nitro-burning British Drag
dragsters - Racing Hall
cloaked by POD Raceway | of Fame’s
lightweight, B Gala Awards
saloon-car- Dinner in
replica November.

l‘lllut-

. ""r
CHSU{J!'" ﬁ@x‘ :

Followingthe Schumacher-Murphy
showstopper in 1973, Funny Carsreally
did become all the rage at Santa Pod. The

management’s policy of importingthe
{ previousseason’stop American Funnies
andbookingtheir driverstopilot them
initially, before passing them on to
home-based teams, brought both star
| namesfrom the Statesand a growing
number of European entriestothe track.
Thehigh point occurred at September
1980’s international meetingwhena
16-car nitrofield was assembled for the
firstand only time in Europe’sdrag
racinghistory Racersfrom Britain and
Scandinaviafaced top Americans Gene
Snow, Tom Hoover, Harlan Thompson
and-thereal coup—the four-time NHRA
champion Don Prudhomme. Thompson,
who would become a Santa Pod regular,
wastheevent winner.

Prudhomme was one of the
top US drivers to visit the UK
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milestones from the history of Europe’s first permanent dragstrip

10 BIG MOMENTS

Photos: LAT, Robin Jackson, Roger Gorringe and Santa Pod
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JETSANDROCKETS

In theory, thrust-powered vehicles are
for exhibition purposes, not serious
racing. Justdon’ttell their drivers.
Sweden’s Arnold Sundqvist brought
thefirstjet dragsterto Santa Pod in
1971, an unwieldy-looking machine
thatfairly trundled down the track,
and afar cry from the afterburner-
equipped, flame-and-thunder
showmobiles that followed.
Rocketmachines are different,

temperatures are stabilised, then
howling into the distance almost faster
than the eye can see. Barry Bowles’
Blonde Bombshell was Santa Pod’s
firstrocket, but American Sammy
Miller (below) was the real star. While
banned from runningathome, Miller’s
3.58-second elapsed time over the
SantaPod quarter-mile in 1984
hasnever been matched, nor

even approached, anywhereelse.
emitting afew, desultory puffs of French biker Eric Teboul fliesthe
steam from their hydrogen peroxide rocket flagtoday with his 280mph

motors while the - . motorcycle the world’s quickest-
g“. ; '*'t O acceleratmgtwo wheeler.

Everyoneloved The Barn.In 1969,
acovered terrace was built behind
the startline to afford fansaunique
view directly upthetrack.It’sa
myththatdragracingmachinery
always goes straight, and every
twitch, wiggle and squirm was
visible from this vantage point.

“Everyone vacate The Barn,” the
commentators would instruct as
jetcars weretowed totheline—and
everyone would pilein, eager to
be smoked and blasted. It is with
goodreason thatdragracingis
described as the most sensory
spectator experience in
motorsport.

For health and safety reasons,
The Barn was demolished in 2007.
Today’s VIP Hospitality units hug
the startlinearea on both sides,
withathird unitatmid-track.In
particular, the Bankside suites
offera closenesstotheaction
unrivalled anywhere in the world.

o

r

|

} 1
" — :
SANTA PoD RACEge

NICSK

§ Bankside VIP area still

provides

a great view

7

Ashometoamotorsportof such
speed and mechanical violence,
SantaPod has experienced
mercifully few deaths and serious
injuries in its 50 years. Buttwo
tragic incidents are particularly
poignantly remembered.

apioneer of thesport,firstasan
independentracer and constructor
and later as Santa Pod’s resident
driver/builder. Herridge waskilled
in 1983 when the jet-engined Funny
Carhewastestingcrashed.

Darrell Gwynn was therising

scene inthelate 1980s, another star
broughtfrom the States to Santa
Pod. Gwynn was left paralysed
from spinal injuries when his
dragster’s chassis broke at Easter
1990. He later launched the Darrell
Gwynn Foundation toraisefunds

Allan ‘Bootsie’ Herridge was

- .

young giant of NHRA’s Top Fuel

June2,2002 wasasignal date in
motorsport—aracingcarexceeded
300mph for thefirsttimeona
Europeanracetrack. Infact, not
justonecarachieved the feat but
two, running side-by-sideinan
epicconfrontation.

Top Fuelracers Barry Sheavills
and Andy Carter crossed Santa Pod’s
finishline alongside one another,
each toppingthetriple-ton. Sheavills
reachedthelinefirstandsois
credited as thefirst European driver

¥

tobreak the 300mph barrier. Indeed,
hepunched itaside with speed to
spare, clocking 304.71mph allied
toan elapsed time of 4.970 seconds.
Carter’sET of 4.897s was the quickest
yetachieved in Europe, stoppingthe
speed clock at 303.07mph.

Santa Pod is still Europe’s fastest
track.In2010, Carter hita European
quarter-mile best of 320.19mph.

In 2014, Thomas Nataas clocked
316.40mph over Top Fuel’snow-
reduced 1000-foot racing distance.

=
ER ) Tools

(DREPER) Tools

Santa Pod wasalatearrival on the
historicdragracingscene, already
emerging 25 yearsago, but its
Dragstalgiameeting—launched only
in2011-has quickly become the
annual highlight for the retro drag
racingand hotrodding community.

Nostalgia-themed groups abound
and Nostalgiaracecars come in

tofull-tilt dragsters and nitro Funny
Cars, and there’sa similar array of
motorcycles too.

In 2014, the programme stepped up
agear with a pair of American Fuel
Altereds-historically the hairiest-
handlingmachinesevertogracea
dragstrip. Rat Trap and Pure Hell
had already made an impression at

for fellow spinal injury sufferers.

SANTAPODTODAY

2016 MSA British DragRacing
Championship

DATE |TRACK

all shapes and sizes, from vintage the Goodwood Festival of Speed, and March 25-27 | Festival of Power
American stockers through altereds now ran herefor thefirsttimeona May 27-30 |The Main Event
(Competition Altered: a Sportsman European dragstrip, their proper (FIA European
eliminator comprising multiple environment. Ron Hope brings Rat Championship Round 1)
classes of vehicles with production- Trap (above) back to Dragstalgia June 25-26 |Summer Nationals
L= . - lineorigins and altered for this year,accompanied this time by July29-31  |Mopar Euro Nationals
Carter and Sheavills competition purposes)androadsters ~ Randy Bradford’s ‘Fiat Topolino’. Sept8-11  |European Finals (FIA
European Championship
both cracked 300mph Round 6)
Sept 24-25 |National Finals
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The staxtF1 2016 needed?

Saturday was rubbish, but Mercedes v Ferrari looks promising

So, after the farce of qualifying, we had a decent grand prix to open the Formula 1 season. As hoped, Ferrari did
give Mercedes arun and itwould have been interesting to see if Sebastian Vettel could have won in Australia
without the red flag, as Ferrari thinks.

Of course, making predictions after one race is dangerous, particularly on a street/park circuit like Melbourne. But Ferrari
looks stronger than last year and that's exactly what we wanted. Nico Rosberg getting off to a good start is also promising. As
Lewis Hamilton showed last year, if the number 44 Mercedes gets out front early on, it's all over. A chasing Lewis is hungry
and could mean we have aftitle fight even if the SF16-H doesn't prove a match for the F1 W07 Hybrid. Other good signs include
Red Bull's chassis,the ever-more interesting team dynamic at Toro Rosso and the fact we have a competitive new F1 team.

One slight concern | have is that there is a small undercurrent of feeling that the qualifying format won't necessarily revert to
the previous system, that another new method could be tried. For some things, change can be good, but F1's big issues are
not to be found in qualifying. Just go back to what we had before and focus on more important things.

Kevin Turner, Editor (Twitter: @KRT917)

WERCEDES

N:“WE HAVE A
ﬂggléﬁ,om HANDS" P2

MotorsportNews; March 16

! We need women

: Tagree withIan Mills’ column

! (Motorsport News,March 19). We
. needmore women in motorsport
¢ andjuniorsaswell.

YOUR PICS ( ) MN.LETTERS@HAYMARKET.COM  intevsetod inrughy mion? Bngland

isthe women’s rugby union world

: championsand, in women’sfootball,
) ”/]”/]m Wik STOKD o R ! =T ; 4 il " P : England’s women finished in

Al i i i .

. e S e | : X . T—— —- . 3 : thirdplace in the 2015 World Cup.
F‘glnEu#ErE Ko’r ' i % ; : i Importantly, the women’s football
Tl {

: World Cup was shown on the BBC.
7 - (% —— :  BernieEcclestone’scomments
= — P i Wt XY aa . g : o 7 ' : : about women inmotorsport have also
5 el B it SE g { : llisaeland o S L] b : beenvery unhelpful in the past.

3 ; / . e : 5 : Motorsportismostly onpay TV these
: daysandthatcan’thelp theissue, but
: motorracingneedstoembracefemale
: competitorsand catch up with other
: sportsthatalready do this.
! Garry Simpson
: New Milton

Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

! Palmer warrants place
: Ifind itdisappointingthat there
! seemstobeageneralfeeling that
: Jolyon Palmer shouldn’t be occupying
: aseatatthenewlyrebornRenault
. team, illustrated by your rather
: misleadingstatement “few could argue
: thatJolyon Palmer is under-qualified”
: (Motorsport News,March 16).
:  Havingtakenthe2014 GP2title
: andbeen unable tobuy aseatat, for
example, Sauber, he knuckled down
: toprovehisworthasthe Enstone
: 1 : team’sthird driver.

y\! | — = —— - ! Was Valtteri Bottas under-qualified

' ! - : when, having won the 2011 GP3 title
: andspent the followingseason as
+ Williams’ third driver, he was
¢ promoted toaraceseatin2013?
:  If Renault weren’tkeentotake
: PalmerI’'msurethey would have
: foundaway tocancelhis contract
: asthey did with Pastor Maldonado.
: John Russell
i Viaemail
: Ednote: Weagree. Weweresaying
1 mostwouldagree heisqualified!

: Motors TV spoton
: MotorsTV’srecent coverage of the
: European Rally Championship
: eventfromthe Rally Gran Canaria
: was, tome, the perfect highlights
¢ packagetoputonTV.
:  Therewasasuperbmixture of static
cameras, truly great onboard pictures
: andsome of thebesthelicopter shots
: Thaveeverseenonrallying.
Thopethe WRC canlearnfromthisas

) 3 = _ = ¢ onlyoccasionally dowe gettoseea

: glimpsefrom itshelicopters.
¢ Nowdronesareeasily availableand,

: 2 = 2 y g Y, e A - ’ : : surely, the WRC organisers can use
Jones’s snap of a very sideways Elfyn Evans Steve Stowe’s pic from Race Retro : thisbrilliantnew technology.
: Mike Mace,
: Isleof Skye

D GET MN ON THE GO > > > WWW.MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK/DIGITALEDITION]




Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

: RACING

: SATURDAY/SUNDAY
: M Silverstone, Northants

: BARC meeting Classic FF1600,
: Caterham Graduates, Britcar Endurance, :
: Clubmans, Kumho BMW, Karts

: Starts Saturday, racing from 1205hrs

We're starting the TV guide retro
style this week, with a particular
race in mind; the 1996 Monaco
Grand Prix.

The whole weekend
was exciting, with Michael
Schumacherfamously holding
up Gerhard Berger in qualifying,
and rain fell not long before the
start. Olivier Panis forced his
way past Eddie Irvineinan
infamous move at the Loews
Hairpin for his firstand only F1
victory. Watch it on Sky Sports
F1 Classic Races (Thursday,
2100-2145hrs).

Sticking with F1 but coming
into the modern era, the F1
Midweek Reportis also onthe
box, allowing you to catch up
with all the talking points from the

opening round of thee season
in Australia (Thursday, 2030-
2100hrs, Sky Sports F1 HD).
It's a circuit racing-heavy guide
this week, with highlights of the
Sebring 12 Hours —the latest
round of the IMSA American
sportscar championship —
another must watch. Fangio,
Moss, Andretti and Kristensen
have allwon the race in the past,
with Sebastien Bourdais,
Christian Fittipaldiand Joao
Barbosa the reigning winners.
Finally, a chance to catch
some highlights from an exciting
Formula Erace inMexicois on
offer. Post-race drama shook up
the result, so make sure you tune
in (Saturday, 0930-1030hrs,
Eurosport).

(qualifying from 0900hrs) Sunday, racing

from 0940hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)
: Admission £10 Web silverstone.co.uk
: Contact 08704 588260

: SATURDAY-MIONDAY
M Brands Hatch, Kent

. Truck meeting Mini Trophy, Pickups,

: Legends, Quaife Saloons, Intermarque,
. TinTops Starts Saturday, racing from

: 1215hrs (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 1130hrs (qualifying
: from 1000hrs) Monday, racing from

: 0945hrs (qualifying from 0915hrs)

: Admissionadult £24, under 13free
Web msv.com Contact 0843 453 9000

: SUNDAY/MIONDAY

: HSnetterton, Norfolk

: MSVR meeting Formula4, FF1600,

: Radical Challenge, Track Day Trophy,

: Team Trophy, Production BMW, Racing

: Saloons, 206 GTiProduction Cup,

: Coupe Trophy, Deutsche Marques Cup,

: ToyotaMR2, Nippon Challenge, Tricolore

: Trophy, V Racing Series Starts Sunday,
|t racing from 1150hrs (qualifying from

i 0900hrs) Monday, racing from 1120hrs

(qualifying from 0900hrs)

Admission adult £15, under 13 free
: Web msv.com Contact 0843 4539000

: MONDAY

. HCastle Combe, Wilts

: CCRCmeeting FF1600, GT, Sports-

: Racing, Mini Miglia, Mini Seven, Saloons,
: BCV8, Startsracing from 1240hrs

(qualifying from 0830hrs) Admission

 adult £15, child free Web castlecombe-
: circuit.co.uk Contact01249 782417

: HOulton Park, Cheshire

: MSVR meeting Monoposto, Ford XR,
VAG Trophy, Northern Saloons/Sports

! Startsracing from 1210hrs (qualifying

i from 0830hrs) Admission adult £20,
:under 13 free Web msv.com

. Contact0843 4539000

: RALLYING

: SUNDAY

! HMCaerwentMODTraining Area,

! Gwent

: Marshall and Hicks Tour of Caerwent
. Starts0915hrs Admission tha

1 Webforresterscarclub.co.uk

. SPORTING SCENE
. FRIDAY

: HNorthampton Raceway,

Northamptonshire

: National HotRods
: Starts 1300hrs Admission tba
! Web spedeworth.co.uk
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More close Hot Rod action

: FRIDAY-SUNDAY

: MSantaPod

: Festival of Power

: Gates open: 0800hrs each day

: Admission adults £25 a day, children
> under 16 Web santapod.co.uk

: SUNDAY/MIONDAY

: EMLyddenHill

. MSA British Rallycross

. Championship

: Starts: Sunday 0900hrs practice,

: Monday 0900hrs racing

: Admission: tba Web lyddenhill.co.uk

: MONDAY

: MFoxhall Heath, Ipswich

: National HotRods

: Starts 1330hrs Admission tba
: Web spedeworth.co.uk

: HCroft, NorthYorkshire

: British Sprint Championship
: Startstba Admission £8

. Web croftcircuit.co.uk

i Correctattime of going to press,
: butplease check before travelling
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Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Bllllnge ngan WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

FABRICAGE == @
ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE | | Full range ofengiﬁponents for: D I D Yo u I{N OW?

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM

RACE AND RALLY SPECIALISTS

Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience LOTUS 900-SERIES 15% of our readers have been reading
Your Safety is our Priority VAUXHALL XE for longer than 5 years.
Ron ““:f;‘:_““;eéu“”w:;’:mm”’ VAUXHALL ECOTEC Advertising in Motorsport News
BT ROVER K-SERIES helps you put your advert in

Call or buy online! front of a loyal audience
For friendly helpful advice contact Peter Folbigg i
01500 412 317 o stRee

OverfaolvearsIoflExperience]

e PERSPEX WINDOWS Past Suppliers to ARI VATANEN, ROGER
m; Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or | EENeIW NN RIOINN AN D RLR LR
=2 clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,

2 ExhrarrsE =

_ A full thermo-forming service now available. Ford, Mitsubishi, Toyota, Subaru and
TﬁeStalnfesssteefna"yExﬁaustSpetﬂhsls... >>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<< Vauxha” Engines to SUit a” bUdgetS.

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS

20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ WWW.DTWENGINES.COM

TEL: +44(0)1279-422128

Tel: 0113 250 9852
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HAMI ]'%9@15\}&@ LTD

Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon
Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

FE =T == ™

Luxury Car Covers, Indoor & Outdoor Breathable Materials Printed Barriers & Flags,
Entrance Mats, Minilite Wheels Many More useful products for Modern,
Classic & Race Cars

www.hamilton-motorsport.com
Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

arkh

@'l'nrh'*

APERFORMANGCE BRAKES J

Cambridgé
Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

(0)1462 684300

01440 710266 753

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

E www.proalloy.co.uk

e CCUE——— E—
@ sales@proalloy.co.uk

| Eed b 4 =
ALLOY co.uc

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

: )

: 3 F o |
r .‘\',.
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from ‘ [*

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

Tweet Us facebook.com/

proalloy.motorsport

— @ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk

—

DAY LR DAY IR
FOR ALL YOUR s INSURANCE 3
vr VRES
POLICIES FOR
MOTORPORT & v' COMPETITION CARS
RACING TYRES # RALLY & RACE CARS

v SERVICE VEHICLES

Including ACB 10
FORMULA FORD

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Phone: 0121 331 1122 Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Email: sales@bmtr.co.uk

BMTR.CO.UK

[[Alloywheelrepairs.com]]
To RBAY . Repéirs to aluminium and magnesium wheels and
MOTOR c LU B °\C/\7rs\gzgséhemical\y stripped, fine bead blasted and
T powder‘coated,
www.torbaymotorclub.co.uk — Wheels inserted and PCD and offset altered.
(( Chevette )|
)) 13th March )) 11th/12th June © Manufacturers of cars and components to build
The Torbay Trial 3 Clubs Manor Farm Hill Climb || |-} seny e soinee shock, ol cages endal prts
. required and all parts required to build cars to works spec.
23rd/24th Aprll 17th JuIy 40 years of experience to share.
» TMC Autocross » Clay Pigeon Sprint IAN JEMISON
14th May 8th/9th October
» Wiscombe Hill Glimb )) TMC Autocross ENGINEERING
3 e S 3 HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
e Tiphtn Gacagn Y BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA
P ~Alansway /
2 i 01904 703 863

\_

AUTOMOTIVE

World’s leading
Oil Cooler specialist

Experts in all automotive plumbing
Huge range of hose & fittings

The major supplier of filler caps

And many other automotive plumbing components
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Hl-gh c||ualliy, rellable,”' i o~ | MOTORSPORT

LUsed by, professionals (= | OTP 020 !
.- fi\(p3o2o 1) £60;20

L - /4240 LTR/HRY]
7", 210 LTR/HR'@|3BAR

[OTR.0175¢ ¢ 52.00 :

—(P3017 ‘I) : DDA v/ W

——Replaces Bosch 0580 464 070 _ = - Repluc|es BOSCh 0%0'254 2

_ _\ " s i - S
S 1 | | _ o

" _ 4 | {MOTORSPORT
- i -~ .
_orp_m 8 £56.00 11 . | (%, OTP 979..

|| £ (P3018.1) L . : r »\(R3979.1) 11
—Reploces Bosch 0580 254 911 i _ 264 LTR/HR

HEEEN \;Qj._ T (& e _""228 LTR/HRI@ 3BAR!
-' LN & . L2 ‘ — Replaces:'Bosch 058|0~

: _ 8 =15
{IN-TANK] | MOTORSPORT

OTP 019 . TP FUEL|PUMPS » L OTP' 044 4 1 100
_(P3019 1) %58 80 e (p3044 1)1 _£7'7:40
| Repluces Bosch 0580 254 910/94‘_I'/942 | ..378]_LTR/HR

ol o l S &318/LTR/HR @ 3BAR!

gy

Tan et EXCLUDE VAT @ s T Repluces Bosch|0580254 04{['

| |
| Tel: 011784 493 551 WWW: le,n!coelid co ‘Uk 'Email: sales@glencoelidycgruk

Classic Car
Insurance

Adrian Flux know how much you love

your car, that's why we are dedicated to
finding you a great policy tailored to your
specific requirements and driving history.
Call us today for a free, no obligation quote.

0800 085 5000 Benefits available include:

s W Agreed Value M FREE Legal Cover
B Modifications Cover M Limited Mileage Discounts
q d I'I CI nfl UX. CO . U k M Track Day Cover B Club Member Discounts

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

\' Wﬂﬁﬁ;e&aﬂlins

PRG TRAILERS

FINEST{BUILT BRITISHjTRAILERS

(—
j——
[ —
_|
E—
]

ESSENTIAL FOR MOTORSPORT TEAMS & COMPETITORS

MAKE TRANSPORTING AND STORING EASY WITH A WEATHERWEAVE CONVERTED TRAILER

Weatherweave is the UK's leading specialist in bespoke awnings and trailer conversions. Featuring high
specification PVC covers in a wide range of colours with artwork of your choice. Simple to use, durable, long-
lasting and fire retardant to a British Standard, with an anti fungal lacquered finish. Our customer base spans

PRG Trailers | Cheshire | UK | Tel: +44 (0) 1270812402 from the general public, to international race teams and multi-global firms giving us experience second to none.

Web: www.prgtrailers.co.uk | Email: info@prgtrailers.co.uk

call us on: + 44 (0) 1268 774 141 or visit: www.weatherweave.co.uk

Fieldfare Trailer Centre, Salisbury.
With over 15 years of experience in dealing with
trailers, we know a thing or two about them.

Our expert and professional advice will help you
find the right trailer for your requirements.

People come from all over the country to see our
extensive range for a number of different uses.

* Sales * Trailer Hire * Servicing
* Repairs * Parts
Selection of used Brian James Trailers for sale

A-Max, 5.0m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1800 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £1850 + vat
A-Max, 4.3m x 1.96m, 2.6t GVW, £2000 + vat
TT Tiltbed, 5.0m x 2.02m, 3.5t GVW, £2500 + vat
Covered A-Max, 4.24m x 1.94m x 1.52m high,

2.0t GVW, £3,495 no vat.
E_F oKW

Tel: 01980 611853 info@fieldfaretrailers.co.uk www.fieldfaretrailers.co.uk
The Trailer Warehouse, Ford Farm, Old Malthouse Lane, Ford, Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 6DR. N /A
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Low cost covered.

Protecting, while transporting your race or rally car is what we do and with an
enclosed Brian James Trailer you have the ultimate.

A track record of providing value for money and original thinking signifies
that Brian James Trailers are no strangers to combining total quality and
winning price.

The brand new Race Sport, with a full complement of standard class leading
features perfectly represents this philosophy and they're available today.

Go ahead, make one of the best investment in your motorsport equipment
imaginable.

Race Sport 4.5m bed length £ 6,749.00 + vat
Race Sport 5.0m bed length £ 6,999.00 + vat

To find your nearest dealer visit:
www.brianjames.co.uk/dealer

RACE

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office.
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Email: sales@woodfordtrailers.com 01327 263 384
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WEB DIRECTORY

GEARBOXES

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

— | AET ) .
Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPS
01527 908676 | www.phoe

and many more...

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w

We have engines avallable for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp
For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

GroupB Motorsport

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

01782280136 F: 01782269913

sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

@l e

Trransmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

(€ 9:4:4:10).4 4

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE AND RALLY PARTS
A—f"

MARDI GRAS
R s

MOTORSPORT
www.mardigras.co.uk

Hydraulics in Northants
® -3 Brakes to 3” Commercial
| LMA Hydraulics

T:- 01933 778319
E:- Rupert@LMAautoparts.com

RACING WEAR
140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORE TO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

_ MOTORSPORT _

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk
RACING WEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
o Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

-mai
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

Precision machining and engineering
Leading brand replacement & performance engine parts

WWW.gosnays.co.uk
rosnay’s oo

Tel: 01708 748320

RACEWEAR & MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT

QoM

V4
advan tage
motorsport

www.advantage-motorsport.co.uk

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

EWS

Jamie Brooker
Ad Sales Executive
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5271

E: Jamie.Brooker@haymarket.com

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

Oil cooling & plumbing specialisté

0208 568 1172 www.thinkauto.com

ance parts department
trade sales are now

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACING WEAR

Teamwear Specialists = ;D

@ No Logo Set Up Fees

o idery
rint =
TRAILER & TRANSPORTERS

®Quick Turnaround
BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

®Min Order Only 4
¥ Connected to you

www.logomeup.co.u

Manufacturers of bespoke split rim alloy wheels. Every set matle to order!

ROAD / RACE / KIT-CARS // BIKES & TRIKES // DRAGSTERS / ETC ..
Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 10" fo 22" diameter from 3" to 18" wide. Prototype wnrlt
for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing to finshed product, design facility, comp ive parts dep

150 9001:2000 Accredited Company Certificate No. GBO0196

COMPOMOTIVE
MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Jonathan King
Ad Sales Executive
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5992

E: jonathan.king@haymarket.com

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Katrina Renwick
Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 208 267 5823

E: Katrina.renwick@haymarket.com
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FERODO RACING BRAKE PADg(

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer

the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

© MOGUL www.fer'racing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Court,
Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE

Tel: 01525 385 888 e Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED

info@circuitsupplies.com
www.circuitsupplies.com




