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日  本  学  術  振  興  会 

- Established in 1932 

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 

４ Major Objectives of JSPS 

• Create world-class knowledge in diverse fields 
• Build robust international cooperative networks 
• Foster the next generations and enhance the 

education/research functions of universities 
• Build evidence-based science-promotion 

systems and strengthen linkage with society 



S&T Policy System in Japan 
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Cabinet Office 

Ministry of  Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science 

and Technology (MEXT) 

Ministry 
of… 

JSPS 
[Curiosity-driven 

Approach] 

Universities and Research Institutes 

Council for Science,  
Technology and Innovation 

(CSTI) 

Ministry of  Economy, 
Trade and Industry 

(METI) 

Ministry 
of… 

JST 
[Strategy-driven 

Approach] 
NEDO 

/ Provides frameworks 
            for S&T policy 
/ General coordination 

/ Provides S&T 
policies and 
budgets 

/ Funding 

/ Research 
/ Education 

Researchers 



National research projects  
led by the government 

政策課題対応型研究開発 
【mission-oriented research】 

Scientific Research based on  
researcher’s creative ideas 

【curiosity-driven research】 

Open-call research  
based on objectives  
set by each ministry 

S
ubsidies 

Advancement of research  
in universities and  

research institutions Strategic research and development by  
National Research Development Agencies 

C
om

petitive funds 

（Open call

） 

Research 
type 

Funding 
type 

Kakenhi within Japan’s S&T Research Policy Framework 

*Kakenhi is awarded based on the rigorous screening of research plans submitted by researchers. This type of program is 
called “competitive funding”. 
 Kakenhi is the largest competitive funding program in Japan, accounting for more than 50% of all competitive funding by the 
government, （FY2015 Budget: 22.73 billion yen) 

Advancement of research  
with Kakenhi 
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○ Supports unique, pioneering basic and applied “academic 
research (based on researcher’s creative ideas)”.  

○ Wide spectrum of scientific fields, ranging from humanities 
and social sciences to natural sciences 

○ Established fair and transparent screening system via process 
of peer review conducted by specialists in related areas of 
expertise. 

○ Flexible use of funds as necessary to conduct the proposed 
research. 

○ Research funds are administered by research institute to 
maintain its proper use. 

○ Strict measures against improper use of funds and research 
misconduct, such as return of the spent fund and restriction of 
application.  

Characteristics of Kakenhi 
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Type of Grants Programs 
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Type of research Purposes and description of the research category Agency 
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific 
Research     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Grants-in-Aid for 
Specially Promoted 
Research 

Highly regarded research in the international arena conducted by one researcher or a relatively 
small group of researchers and is likely to yield highly acclaimed research achievements. (The period 
is three to five years. The upper limit of the total budget provided is generally set around 500 
million yen per research project, though no exact budget range has been established.) 

JSPS 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research on 
Innovative Areas 

(Research in a proposed research area) 
New research areas proposed by a group of diverse researchers which, through efforts for collective 
research, scholarly training, shared use of equipment, etc., will develop and lead to the upgrading 
and enhancement of scientific research in Japan. (The period is five years. In principle, the budget is 
set at around 10 million to 300 million yen per fiscal year per field.) 

MEXT(Evaluati
on) 

JSPS(Funding) 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research 

(S): Creative/pioneering research conducted by one researcher or a relatively small group of 
researchers (The period is five years. The budget ranges from 50 to around 200 million yen per 
project.) (A), (B), (C): Creative/pioneering research done conducted by one researcher or jointly by 
multiple researchers (The period is three to five years.) 
Classification of A, B and C depends on the total budget (A) From 20 million to 50 million yen, (B) 
From 5 million yen to 20 million yen, (C) 5 million yen or less 

JSPS 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Challenging Exploratory 
Research 

Early-stage research conducted by one or multiple researchers which, based on a unique idea, sets a 
high and challenging goal (The period is one to three years. The budget is up to 5 million yen per 
project.)  

JSPS 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Young Scientists 

(A), (B) : Research conducted by one researcher aged 39 or less (The period is two to four years.)  
Classification of A and B depend on the total budget (A) from 5 million yen to 30 million yen (B) 5 
million yen or less 

JSPS 

Grants-in-Aid for 
Research Activity Start-
up 

Research conducted by one researcher who has just been employed by his/her research institution 
by one researcher who has returned from his/her childcare or other kinds of leave (The period is up 
to two years. The budget is up to 1.5 million per fiscal year.) 

JSPS 

Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows Funding for research conducted by JSPS Fellows (including Foreign JSPS Fellows) (for a period of up 
to three years) JSPS 
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As a rule 5 years   ¥50 million to ¥200 million per project

Marked advancement of creative and cutting-edge research

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A), (B) or 
(C)

3 – 5 years  （Ａ） ¥20 million to ¥50 million per project 

（Ｂ） ¥5 million to ¥20 million per project 

（Ｃ） Up to ¥5 million per project

Creative and pioneering research by a researcher(s)

Securing diversity of research based on researchers’ free ideas

Self-reliance support for 
young researchers

Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists
Up to age 39 2 – 4 years

(A) ¥5 million to ¥30 million per project 
(B) Up to ¥5 million per project

Grant-in-Aid for Research Activity 
Start-up
Up to 2 years Up to ¥1.5 million per year

Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows
Up to 3 years Up to ¥1.5 million per year

Grant-in-Aid for Specially Promoted Research
3 – 5 years   ¥500 million or more per project

Internationally appraised research

Forming new research areas, 
challenging research

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific 
Research on Innovative 
Areas
(Research in a proposed 
research area)   5 years 

¥10 million to ¥300 million yearly 
per area
Creating new  domains or 
markedly advancing existing 
domains through joint research

Promotion of internationally apprised research

Note: Research categories under w hich new  application 
calls are issued in FY 2012.

Grant-in-Aid  Challenging  
Exploratory Research
1 – 3 years Up to ¥5 million per project

Research at an early stage w ith highly 
challenging goals 

For young 
researchers 

Basic type Innovative & 
challenging 

Kakenhi Research Categories 












Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S)

As a rule 5 years   \50 million to \200 million per project

Marked advancement of creative and cutting-edge research

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A), (B) or (C)

3 – 5 years  （Ａ） \20 million to \50 million per project 

　　　　　　 　  （Ｂ） \5 million to \20 million per project 

　　　　　　　   （Ｃ） Up to \5 million per project

Creative and pioneering research by a researcher(s)

Securing diversity of research based on researchers’ free ideas

Self-reliance support for young researchers

Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists

Up to age 39　　2 – 4 years



		\5 million to \30 million per project 



(B) Up to \5 million per project

Grant-in-Aid for Research Activity Start-up

Up to 2 years Up to \1.5 million per year

Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows　　　  

Up to 3 years Up to \1.5 million per year

Grant-in-Aid for Specially Promoted Research

3 – 5 years   \500 million or more per project

Internationally appraised research

Forming new research areas, challenging research

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Innovative Areas

(Research in a proposed research area)   5 years 

\10 million to \300 million yearly per area

Creating new domains or markedly advancing existing domains through joint research

Promotion of internationally apprised research

Note: Research categories under which new application 

          calls are issued in FY 2012.

Grant-in-Aid  Challenging  Exploratory Research

1 – 3 years Up to \5 million per project

Research at an early stage with highly challenging goals 



*

*
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 Fifth Ba   

Budget Transition  

First Basic Plan 

（+49.5 Billion） 

Second Basic Plan  

（+46.1 Billion） 

Third Basic Plan  

（+1.2 Billion） 
※ Budget indicated is the initial one  
※ Grant has been indicated separately  since 2011FY as some projects started to be placed  under Multi-Year Fund and research costs started to be included in the budget.  

 Forth Basic Plan 

      Grant  
220.4 Billion 
(+20.4 Billion) 

      Grant  
230.7 Billion 
(+10.3 Billion) 

 
 

Rolling Budget of Multi-Year   
Fund :42.9 Billion 
 
 

3.4 
Billion 

Budget 
263.3 Billion 

Implementation 
of  Indirect  funds 

(FY2001) 

Budget  
238.1 Billion 

      Grant 
231.8 Billion 
(+1.1 Billion) 

      Grant  
230.5 Billion 
(-1.3 Billion) 
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      Grant  
231.8 Billion 
(+1.3 Billion) 

（+2.73 Billion） 

Budget  
227.3 Billion 

      Grant  
234.3 Billion 
(+2.5 Billion) 



Revision of 
application 

requirements  

Huge Number of Applications 
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2015 

2015). 
2015 

99,500 

73,200 

26,400 
(26.5%) 



FY2015 KAKENHI Distribution Table （Newly selected） 

As of November 2015

Number of application Selected number ％ (Unit: 1000Yen)
〔 100,462 〕 〔 26,714 〕 〔 26.6 〕 〔 62,906,138 〕

103,434         27 ,091           26 .2 63,929,159              

Specially Promoted Research 〔 111 〕 〔 14 〕 〔 12.6 〕 〔 1,331,500 〕
106 14 13.2 1 ,435,200                

Scientific Research on Innovative Areas　 〔 6,475 〕 〔 1,035 〕 〔 16.0 〕 〔 6,883,631 〕
(Research in a proposed research area) 　 6,342            1 ,016            16 .0 6 ,793,500                

Scientific Research(S) 〔 658 〕 〔 87 〕 〔 13.2 〕 〔 3,207,000 〕
661 87 13.2 3 ,296,100

Scientific Research(A) 〔 2,544 〕 〔 583 〕 〔 22.9 〕 〔 6,656,300 〕
2,585 597 23.1 6 ,870,900

Scientific Research(B) 〔 10,863 〕 〔 2,580 〕 〔 23.8 〕 〔 12,446,700 〕
11,396 2,638 23.1 13,078,800

Scientific Research(C)＊１ 〔 35,329 〕 〔 10,549 〕 〔 29.9 〕 〔 14,905,500 〕
36,843           10 ,975 29.8 15,003,800

Challenging Exploratory Research＊１ 〔 15,366 〕 〔 3,950 〕 〔 25.7 〕 〔 5,762,100 〕
16,757 3,952 23.6 5 ,628,100

Young Scientists(A) 〔 1,810 〕 〔 409 〕 〔 22.6 〕 〔 2,917,200 〕
1,736 389 22.4 2 ,839,800

Young Scientists(B)＊１ 〔 19,683 〕 〔 5,876 〕 〔 29.9 〕 〔 7,505,400 〕
19,272 5,771 29.9 7 ,620,100

Research Activity Start-up 〔 3,689 〕 〔 920 〕 〔 24.9 〕 〔 940,900 〕
3,777 943 25.0 1 ,012,900

Encouragement of Scientists 〔 3,934 〕 〔 711 〕 〔 18.1 〕 〔 349,907 〕
3,959 709 17.9 349,959

〔 1,014 〕 〔 439 〕 〔 43.3 〕 〔 955,200 〕
949 403 42.5 914,100

〔 2,828 〕 〔 2,828 〕 〔 － 〕 〔 3,044,540 〕
2,690 2,690 － 2,616,800

〔 104,304 〕 〔 29,981 〕 〔 28.7 〕 〔 66,905,878 〕
107,073 30,184 28.2 67,460,059

（Note１）　〔　　〕 reprisent previous year
（Note２）　＊1、Part of this fund is multi year fund、amount listed in this table is limited to FY2015 distributed amount.
（Note３）　Excluding Fund for Generative Research Fields and Grant-in-Aid for Special Purposes.

Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows

Total 

Type of research Number of projects
Total Amlount

Submitted Selected Selection Ratio

Scientif ic Research

Grant-in-Aid for Publication of Scientif ic R  
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種目別配分状況一覧（新規） (2)

																														As of November 2015

				Type of research				Number of projects																		Total Amlount

								Submitted						Selected						Selection Ratio

										Number of application						Selected number						％						(Unit: 1000Yen)

				Scientific Research				〔		100,462		〕		〔		26,714		〕		〔		26.6		〕		〔		62,906,138		〕

										103,434						27,091						26.2						63,929,159

						Specially Promoted Research		〔		111		〕		〔		14		〕		〔		12.6		〕		〔		1,331,500		〕

										106						14						13.2						1,435,200

						Scientific Research on Innovative Areas　		〔		6,475		〕		〔		1,035		〕		〔		16.0		〕		〔		6,883,631		〕

						(Research in a proposed research area) 　				6,342						1,016						16.0						6,793,500

						Scientific Research(S)		〔		658		〕		〔		87		〕		〔		13.2		〕		〔		3,207,000		〕

										661						87						13.2						3,296,100

						Scientific Research(A)		〔		2,544		〕		〔		583		〕		〔		22.9		〕		〔		6,656,300		〕

										2,585						597						23.1						6,870,900

						Scientific Research(B)		〔		10,863		〕		〔		2,580		〕		〔		23.8		〕		〔		12,446,700		〕

										11,396						2,638						23.1						13,078,800

						Scientific Research(C)＊１		〔		35,329		〕		〔		10,549		〕		〔		29.9		〕		〔		14,905,500		〕

										36,843						10,975						29.8						15,003,800

						Challenging Exploratory Research＊１		〔		15,366		〕		〔		3,950		〕		〔		25.7		〕		〔		5,762,100		〕

										16,757						3,952						23.6						5,628,100

						Young Scientists(A)		〔		1,810		〕		〔		409		〕		〔		22.6		〕		〔		2,917,200		〕

										1,736						389						22.4						2,839,800

						Young Scientists(B)＊１		〔		19,683		〕		〔		5,876		〕		〔		29.9		〕		〔		7,505,400		〕

										19,272						5,771						29.9						7,620,100

						Research Activity Start-up		〔		3,689		〕		〔		920		〕		〔		24.9		〕		〔		940,900		〕

										3,777						943						25.0						1,012,900

						Encouragement of Scientists		〔		3,934		〕		〔		711		〕		〔		18.1		〕		〔		349,907		〕

										3,959						709						17.9						349,959

				Grant-in-Aid for Publication of Scientific Research Results				〔		1,014		〕		〔		439		〕		〔		43.3		〕		〔		955,200		〕

										949						403						42.5						914,100

				Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows				〔		2,828		〕		〔		2,828		〕		〔		－		〕		〔		3,044,540		〕

										2,690						2,690						－						2,616,800

				Total				〔		104,304		〕		〔		29,981		〕		〔		28.7		〕		〔		66,905,878		〕

										107,073						30,184						28.2						67,460,059

						（Note１）　〔　　〕 reprisent previous year

						（Note２）　＊1、Part of this fund is multi year fund、amount listed in this table is limited to FY2015 distributed amount.

						（Note３）　Excluding Fund for Generative Research Fields and Grant-in-Aid for Special Purposes.





種目別配分状況一覧（新規）

																														As of November 2015

				研　究　種　目 ケンキワムタネメ				Number of projects																		配分額 ハイブンガク

								応　　募 オウツノル						採　　択 サイタク						採択率 サイタクリツ

										件 ケン						件 ケン						％						千円 センエン

				科学研究費 カガクケンキュウヒ				〔		100,462		〕		〔		26,714		〕		〔		26.6		〕		〔		62,906,138		〕

										103,434						27,091						26.2						63,929,159

						　　特別推進研究 トクベツスイシンケンキュウ		〔		111		〕		〔		14		〕		〔		12.6		〕		〔		1,331,500		〕

										106						14						13.2						1,435,200

						　　新学術領域研究　　 シンガクジュツリョウイキケンキュウ		〔		6,475		〕		〔		1,035		〕		〔		16.0		〕		〔		6,883,631		〕

						　　　（研究領域提案型）				6,342						1,016						16.0						6,793,500

						　　基盤研究（S）		〔		658		〕		〔		87		〕		〔		13.2		〕		〔		3,207,000		〕

										661						87						13.2						3,296,100

						　　基盤研究（Ａ）		〔		2,544		〕		〔		583		〕		〔		22.9		〕		〔		6,656,300		〕

										2,585						597						23.1						6,870,900

						Scientific Research(B)		〔		10,863		〕		〔		2,580		〕		〔		23.8		〕		〔		12,446,700		〕

										11,396						2,638						23.1						13,078,800

						Scientific Research(C)＊１		〔		35,329		〕		〔		10,549		〕		〔		29.9		〕		〔		14,905,500		〕

										36,843						10,975						29.8						15,003,800

						Challenging Exploratory Research＊１		〔		15,366		〕		〔		3,950		〕		〔		25.7		〕		〔		5,762,100		〕

										16,757						3,952						23.6						5,628,100

						Young Scientists(A)		〔		1,810		〕		〔		409		〕		〔		22.6		〕		〔		2,917,200		〕

										1,736						389						22.4						2,839,800

						Young Scientists(B)＊１		〔		19,683		〕		〔		5,876		〕		〔		29.9		〕		〔		7,505,400		〕

										19,272						5,771						29.9						7,620,100

						　　研究活動スタート支援 ケンキュウカツドウシエン		〔		3,689		〕		〔		920		〕		〔		24.9		〕		〔		940,900		〕

										3,777						943						25.0						1,012,900

						　　奨励研究 ショウレイケンキュウ		〔		3,934		〕		〔		711		〕		〔		18.1		〕		〔		349,907		〕

										3,959						709						17.9						349,959

				研究成果公開促進費 ケンキュウセイカコウカイソクシンヒ				〔		1,014		〕		〔		439		〕		〔		43.3		〕		〔		955,200		〕

										949						403						42.5						914,100

				特別研究員奨励費 トクベツケンキュウインショウレイヒ				〔		2,828		〕		〔		2,828		〕		〔		－		〕		〔		3,044,540		〕

										2,690						2,690						－						2,616,800

				合　　　　　計 ゴウケイ				〔		104,304		〕		〔		29,981		〕		〔		28.7		〕		〔		66,905,878		〕

										107,073						30,184						28.2						67,460,059

						（注１）　〔　　〕内は、前年度を示す。 チュウナイゼンネンドシメ

						（Note２）　＊1、Part of this fund is multi year fund、amount listed in this table is limited to FY2015 distributed amount.

						（Note３）　Excluding Fund for Generative Research Fields and Grant-in-Aid for Special Purposes.

						（注６）　「新学術領域研究（研究領域提案型）『生命科学系３分野支援活動』」、「特設分野研究」、「特別研究促進費」及び「特定奨励費」は除く。 チュウトクセツブンヤケンキュウトクベツケンキュウソクシンヒ
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National 
universities 

14,623 cases  
55.4% 

Public 
universities 
1,896 cases  

7.5% 

Private 
universities 
6,825 cases  

25.9% 

Other 
3,038 cases  

11.5% 

National 
universities 

49,461 cases  
49.7% 

Public 
universities 
7,487 cases  

7.5% 

Private 
universities 

30,355 cases 
30.5% 

Other 
12,172 cases  

12.2% 

Total number  
of applications 

99,475 
Total number of 

adoptions 
26,382 

Number of 
applications 

Number of adoptions 

State of distribution in fiscal year 2015   
(By class of research organization) (New) 

(Note 1) Of KAKENHI distributed in fiscal year 2015, that classified with regard to distribution of Grants-in-Aid for Specially 
Promoted Research, Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Innovative Areas (research in proposed research 
areas), Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S, A, B or C), Grants-in-Aid for Challenging Exploratory Research, 
Grants-in-Aid for Young Scientists (S, A or B) and Grants-in-Aid for Research Activity Start-up (new adoptions) 
(excludes Encouragement of Scientists and Generative Research Fields). 

(Note 2) The total and breakdown figures may not match for reasons related to rounding off. 

National 
universities 
40.8 billion  

yen 
64.2% 

Public 
universities 
3.4 billion  

yen 
5.3% 

Private 
universities 
11.3 billion  

yen 
17.8% 

Other 
8.1 billion yen 

12.8% 

National 
universities 

245.2 billion yen 
59.9% 

Public 
universities 

22.5 billion yen 
5.5% 

Private 
universities 

84.2 billion yen 
20.6% 

Other 
57.1 billion yen 

14.0% 

Total amount 
applied for 

409 billion yen 
Total amount 

distributed 
63.6 billion  

yen 

応募額 

配分額 

応募額 

配分額 

応募額 

配分額 

Amount 
applied for 

Amount distributed 



Humanities 
1,853  7.0% 

Chemistry 
1,076 
4.1% 

Engineering 
2,531.5 
9.6% 

Medicine, dentistry and 
pharmaceutical sciences 

8,197  31.1% 

Other 
60 

0.2% 

Humanities / 
social sciences 

category 
4,911 
18.6% 

Other 
60 

0.2% 

Biology 
category 
11,439.5 
43.4% 

Science and 
engineering 

category 
5,725 
21.7% 

Mathematical 
and physical 

sciences  
1,512  5.7% 

General 
category 
4,246.5 
16.1% 

Total number 
of adoptions 

26.382 

Environm
ental 

science 
492.5 
1.9% 

Infor-
mation 
science 
1,166 
4.4% 

Composite 
areas 
2,588 
9.8% 

General humanities / 
social sciences 

233  0.9% 

Social 
sciences 

2,825 
10.7% 

General science and 
engineering 
605.5  2.3% 

Biology 
1,052.5 
4.0% General 

biology 
771 

2.9% 

Agricultura
l science 

1,419 
5.4% 

Humanities / 
social sciences 

category 
7.1 billion yen 

11.1% 

Other 
100 million yen 

0.1% 

Biology 
category 

25.4 billion 
yen 

40.0% 

Science and 
engineering 

category 
20.7 billion yen 

32.5% 

General 
category 

10.4 
billion yen 

16.3% 

Total amount 
distributed 

63.6 billion yen 

Environmental 
science 

1.8 billion yen 
2.8% 

Infor-
mation 
science 

2.7 billion 
yen 

4.3% 

Other 
100 

million 
yen 

0.1% Composite 
areas 

5.9 billion 
yen 

9.3% 
General humanities / 

social sciences 
0.4 billion 0.6% 

Humanities 
2.6 billion 4.0% 

Social 
sciences 
4.1 billion 

yen 
6.5% 

General science 
and engineering 
2.8 billion 4.4% 

Mathematical 
and physical 

sciences  
5.7 billion 8.9% 

Chemistry 
4.2 billion 

yen 
6.6% 

Engineering 
8.0 billion yen 

12.6% 

Medicine, dentistry 
and pharmaceutical 

sciences 
15.7 billion yen 

24.7% 

Biology 
3.7 billion 

yen 
5.8% 

General 
biology 

2.3 billion 
yen 

3.7% 

Agricultura
l science 
3.7 billion 

yen 
5.8% 

State of distribution in fiscal year 2015  
(By research area) (New) 

(Note 1) Of KAKENHI distributed in fiscal year 2015, that classified with regard to distribution of Grants-in-Aid for Specially 
Promoted Research, Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Innovative Areas (research in proposed research 
areas), Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (S, A, B or C), Grants-in-Aid for Challenging Exploratory Research, 
Grants-in-Aid for Young Scientists (S, A or B) and Grants-in-Aid for Research Activity Start-up (new adoptions) 
(excludes Encouragement of Scientists and Generative Research Fields). 

 
(Note 2) Number of cases and amount distributed aggregated on a pro rata basis for cases selecting two research fields as 

areas for proposed review in young scientist (B) adoption issues. 
 
(Note 3) The total and breakdown figures may not match for reasons related to rounding off. 13 



Application and review process 
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JSPS informs final results to each 
institute  

April 1. 2016  

Confirmation  of final results  

Middle of Mar.-end of Mar.  

Middle of Jan.-Middle of Feb.  

Check the result of 
the 1st review  

【Panel review  (2nd stage)】 
Panel review by organized 
committees based on the result 
of document review   
(Approx. 600 researchers) 

Middle of Feb.-Beginning of Mar.  

【Document review (1st stage)】 
Individual document review by 
researchers according to  their  
specialization.  
（Approx. 5,000 researchers) 

Beginning of Dec.- Middle of Jan. 

Application sorting  

Middle of Nov.-Beginning of Dec.  

JSPS sends the application 
guideline to each institute  

（Approx. 1,800 institutes） 

Beginning of Sept. 2015 
The committee finalizes screening and 
evaluation guidelines (Beginning of Oct.) 

 

  Applications received  

（Approx. 87,000 new proposals) 

November 10: Application Deadline 

Explanatory meetings regarding 
submission of applications   
 (8 areas, beginning of September ） 

※”Scientific research “・・・・・・”Scientific  research （A・B・C）（General）”, “Challenging Exploratory Research”, 
“Grand-in -Aid for Young Scientists （A・B）” 

Selection Process for  Kakenhi (FY 2016) 
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Second 
Review 
（Panel 

Review） 
 

Peer Review by  
Committee on  

Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research※１ 

Initial 
Review 

（document-
based 

Review） 
 
 

 
 

Decide screening 
policies, etc. 

（By Committee on  
Grants-in-Aid for 

Scientific Research） 
 
 

Award Grants,  
Notification of 

 Selection Results  

※１ Peer Review： evaluation of work by one or more people of similar competence to the producers of the work 

－Fair and Transparent Screening Process－ 

Large number of screening committee take part Disclosure of 
Screening Results 

Selection of Reviewers 
（by the Research Center 

 for Science Systems） 

[For General Research Categories 
(Such as Scientific Research)] 

[For Larger-Scale Research Categories] 

 
Second 
Review 
（Panel 

screening) 
 
 

 
Interview 
（Panel 

screening)  
 
 

・Decide screening 
policies 
・Fair selection 
of screening 
committee members  

Approx. 6,000 
reviewers are selected, 
carefully considering 
balance 

Rules for Screening are 
disclosed. 
Persons with conflicts of 
interest are excluded. 

•Post-facto registration 
of examiners’ names on 
the program’s webpage 
after selection process is 
completed  

To unsuccessful 
applicants, the results are 
provided by electronic 
system(upon request) 

〔DEC～JAN〕 〔FEB～MAR〕 〔APR～MAY〕 

Screening Process of KAKENHI 
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Screening Result (e-application system) 
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SEP 
NOV 

DEC～JAN 

FEB～MAR 
APR 

Publishing Application Procedures 
Accepting Research Proposal 

Appointing Reviewers 

Initial Screening 
Second Screening 

Notification of Selection Results  
 

Appoint reviewers, 
considering screening 
process and application 
procedures 

［APR～JUL］ 

Selecting and nominating 
candidates as first and second 
reviewers, names drawn from 
“Reviewers Database”(Approx. 
6,000 reviewers)  

［JUL～AUG］ 

Leading Screening Committee, 
explaining information etc. 
（Involves running the second        
screening） 

Verification of screening results of the first and 
 second screening 
・Reviewers who perform inappropriate 
  reviews will not be asked to participate in 
  future reviews 
・Selecting and recognizing reviewers who 
  rendered valuable opinions in reviewing  
  (170 reviewers are recognized in 2014). 

［APR～JUN］ 

 
Researchers in the Center  

are not involved  
in screening and selecting 

 

Selecting a writer of [recent outcome of 
research in [KAKENHI NEWS] 

（throughout the year） 

18 

Main Role of the Research Center 
 for Science Systems for KAKENHI 



4,270 
34% 

1,225 
10% 

4,774 
38% 

2,162 
17% 

36,339 
45% 

5,333 
7% 

22,629 
28% 

16,764 
21% 

National
universities
Public
universities
Private
universities
Other

The database of review committee member candidates 

Overview of the database of review committee member candidates 
○ Maintained since 2004   KAKENHI research representatives, etc., are registered each year 
 ○ KAKENHI research representatives  

. . . Sequential registration from research representatives of large research projects   
      Research representatives from prior to fiscal year 2003 were also registered in 2007 

 ○ Researchers registered on the database 
. . . Confirmation / upgrading of data by researchers themselves is requested once a year  

* Confirmation / upgrading of data is very important for the selection of more appropriate review 
committee members (upgrading throughout the year is possible) 

2.  Number of registered 
people by institution 

1.  Trend in the number 
of registered people 

Total 81,065 people 
Of whom are female 

12,431 people 
(15.3%)  

19 

Of whom are 
female 

18,956  

31,088  

41,409  

48,955  
53,722  

58,441  
64,325  

69,764  
75,520  

81,065  

7,375  

11,590  
12,123  

10,321  

7,994  

4,833  

4,815  

5,965  

5,597  

5,752  
5,677  
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year
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year
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Fiscal
year
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Fiscal
year
2011

Fiscal
year
2012

Fiscal
year
2013

Fiscal
year
2014

登録者総数 

年度毎の新規登録者数 

Total number of registered people 
Number of newly registered people 
each fiscal year 



Management and appropriate use 
of Kakenhi 
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“Kakenhi” management by institution 

○ Usage rule for researcher (conditions of subsidy) 
Use of Kakenhi in accordance with rules of each institution 
 
○ Usage rule for institution (admin work conducted by each institution) 
Managing direct expense on behalf of a researcher. Regarding what is not 
stated in this regulation, each institution  properly    handles based on its 
institutional rule and “the guidelines of management  and audit of public 
funding ” 

Currently, each institutional rule of Kakenhi is strongly affecting 
usability of direct expense. 

  Kakenhi is awarded to PI of project,  but it should be managed by 
institution so that researcher can concentrate on research. 

21 



Direct expense is… 
  These are expenses that are directly necessary for the execution of the 

research. They are broadly categorized as: Goods expenses, Travel 
expenses, Labor expenses and honorarium, and Others. 

 
Indirect expense is… 

These are necessary expenses that accompany the execution of the 
research such as management expenses for the research institution, 
improvements in the environment for the research representative and 
the research project members, and improvements to the functions of the 
research institution overall. 

  

Direct and indirect expense of Kakenhi 

22 



“Using KEKENHI”～Important rules to be followed～ 

 
 Follow organizational rules for utilization of KEKENHI 

 
 As an authorized institution, implementation of 

comprehensive rules is required 
 

 When you are in doubt you can consult with the 
administration staff in charge. (It can lead to unauthorized 
use in a lack of understanding for the rule) 
 

 Please keep in mind that the KAKENHI is funded by Tax 
 
 

23 



Thank you! 

- Please visit KAKENHI website - 
www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-grants/index.html 

Crowing Rooster 
Harbinger of  new knowledge that promises a 

brilliant future for humankind. 
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