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British hopefuls Lando Norris
and George Russell are facing
a battle to force theirway into
Formula 1in 2019, as thedriver
market silly season has been
kicked into top gear this week.
Theuncertainty over the future
of ForceIndia—which hasbeen
placedintoadministration—and
Daniel Ricciardo’sshock move
to Renault has paved the way for
thebusiest off-season inrecent
historyin Formulal.
Russell-whoisleadingthe
Formula 2 championship ahead
of Norris—said: “Therearealot of
drivers potentially moving around
inF1,it’slikeadomino effectand
I'mfurther downtheline.”
FullstoryP2-3
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Force India administration to shake

ByJack Benyon

Young British hopefuls
Lando Norris and George
Russell are facing a battle

to secure a Formula 1 seat

in 2019, with Force India’s
administration woe and
Daniel Ricciardo’s Renault
switch set to disrupt the
driver market.

Russell -a Mercedes junior who
hasalsotested for Force India—
and McLarenreserve Norris sit
firstand second in the Formula 2
championship past the halfway
point of the season, and both
were testing last week for their
respective teams and have been
since 2017 (seeright for times).

Russell, 20, would have been a
potential option for Force India,
as hisfellow Mercedes junior

Ticktum is favoured by Red Bull but lacks superlicence p

Esteban Oconhad beenin
advanced talks with Renault,
potentially vacating a seat for
Russell totake. But with Ricciardo
signing for Renault, that closed the
door on Frenchman Ocon. With
Renaultnolonger an option, he
could stay with Force India orfill
another seat that could block
Russell’s promotion.

Williams hasemergedasa
potential destination for Russell.
The British outfit runs Mercedes
engines and looks setto useits
gearboxes next year too. With
rumours that Lance Stroll’sfather
islookingtoinvestin ForceIndia,
with Strollmoving tothe team,
that could open up another option
for the 20-year-old Russell.

“Atthemoment, becauseI’'min
F2,and therearealotof drivers
potentially movingaroundin F1,

oints

it’slikeadominoeffectandI’'m
further down theline,” Russell
told MN. “Ifeellike with what we
aredoingin F2, we'remakingthe
opportunities for ourselves.Ifeel
like we have afair chance, there’s
noreason why we shouldn’tbe
given that opportunity [in F1], if
we keep performing.

“Ithink the more we keep
performing, like with the wins
overthe [F2] triple-header, it’s
forcingmy nameinto the shop
window and making Formula 1
teamsrealise ‘we should be
lookingat thisguy’.

“Fromthat side of things,
that’sin my control. T have to keep
being quickest, keep taking
opportunitiesand keep my name
outthere.Ican’trely on everyone
elsetosettle. Ineed tomakeit
happen formyself. I’'ll just keep
doingwhatI'm doingon track
andtherest will come.”

Norris, 18, has an equally
unclear driver shuffle hindering
him. Fernando Alonso could leave
F1togotoIndyCar orsportscars,
while Stoffel Vandoorne could be
dropped from McLaren, or could
movetoanother team. McLaren
team boss Zak Brown has
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things up for Norris and Russell in seat jostle

T e Tl

confirmed he would be interested
in Carlos Sainz, whoisoutof a
drive at Renault, and that could be
another driver Norrismay have to
contend with fora2019seat.

Red Bullremainsinterested in
Norrisand approached McLaren
earlier thisseasontoloan himto
ToroRossoin place of Brendon
Hartley. But Red Bull’s approach
wasrebuffed.

Speakingat the Hungaroring
testlast week, Norris confirmed
that he could spend another
seasonoutside of Formulal,
aslongashe was gettingregular
free practice appearances with
McLaren tostay sharpandready
for2020in F1.

“Obviously it would be very
nicetobeinF1,” said Norris,
“butatthe sametime, staying
with McLaren, maybeit’s better
tosayIwanttobedoing FP1sif
thereis aconfirmationof a
seasonin2020[in F1]. Maybe
that’s abetter opportunity and
abettersituation tobein. Until
everyone starts making
decisions,Idon’treally know.”

When asked if he could see
himself driving for someone
otherthan McLaren, hesaid:

“Idon’tthink that’snecessarily
the way to go.

“Ideally I'll be with McLaren
nextyear, that’s the perfect
situation. Butit’snotuptome
todecide,it’suptothebosses
and Fernando and whoever
makesall the decisions.

“Ijusthave tofocus on Formula
2,doingthebestjobIcandointhat,
hopefully winning, and having
good dayslike today and yesterday
[atthe Hungary test] just totry and
persuadeitmy way. Until then, I
justhave to keepmy head down.”

Another Briton whohasbeen
linked with an F1seatisDan
Ticktum. Heissecondinthe

European Formula 3 standings,
justone point behind series
leader Marcus Armstrong. He
undertakes key simulator work
for Red Bull and the 19-year-old
ishighlyrated by the squad.
Butmomentum behind him
replacing Hartley at Toro Rosso
haswaned duetothefact
Ticktumisunlikely toearn
enough superlicence pointsto
allow him toracein F1unless
the FTIA changes the superlicence
rulesforachampionshipor
one-off racelike Macau. That
isunlikely —especially for one
driver only —but notimpossible.
Additional reporting: Scott Mitchell

TESTING TIMES|
Date:July 31-August 2 Location: Hungaroring

POS | DRIVER | TEAM | TIME
1 George Russell Mercedes 1m15.575s
2 Antonio Giovinazzi Ferrari 1m15.648s
3 Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari 1m15.649s
4 Jake Dennis Red Bull-Renault 1m17.012s
5 Antonio Giovinazzi Sauber-Ferrari 1m17.558s
6 Nikita Mazepin Force India-Mercedes 1m17.748s
7 Marcus Ericsson Sauber-Ferrari 1m18.155s
8 Robert Kubica Williams-Mercedes 1m18.451s
9 Lando Norris McLaren-Honda 1m18.472s
10 | Artem Markelov Renault 1m18.496s

THE LATEST ON FORCE INDIA’S PLIGHT » 29 ) PAGE4
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NIORS FIGHT

Ricciardo’s move to Renault creates more silly season havoc

Asif Force India’s plight
was not enough to give
the F1 driver marketa
kick in the backside,
Daniel Ricciardo’s shock
announcement that he
will move to Renault for
the 2019 Formula 1
season certainly did.

Red Bull was taken by
surprise as the 29-year-
old Australian - who
had been expected to stay
atthe team alongside
Max Verstappen —told it
he would leave, 10 years
after becoming a Red
Bull junior.

“[It’s] by far the
toughest decisionI’ve
made in my racing
career —but 29 years
living on this Earth, it
was actually one of the
toughest life decisions
I’vemade,” said
Ricciardo during asocial
media message. “I was on

the junior programme
in 2008, [I have] some
amazing memories from
there, things thatI’11
always be grateful for
and I’ll never forget
thatride.

“Personally I feltit was
atimenow where it was
good for me to move on
and have a fresh start
somewhere else. I think
it will be healthy for me.

Red Bull has thanked
Ricciardo for his service,
and now faces a vacuum
as aregular threat for
grand prix wins exits the
team. It has two obvious
options in Pierre Gasly,
who isimpressingin
the Red Bull feeder team
Toro Rosso this year,
taking anotable fourth
in Bahrain.

The other option is
Carlos Sainz, who
delivered at Toro Rosso

i

and has since been on
loan from Red Bull to
Renault from mid-way
through last season.
Partof the deal is that
Red Bull can bring back
Sainzif it wants to put
himintheF1 car.
Gaslyis believed to be
the mostlikely option
toreplace Ricciardo.

—
Ricciardo (1) in for Sainz ®
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F1 ROUND-UP

Lauda’s surgery

Niki Lauda is said to be making
good progress afteralung
transplantlast week, according to
one of the doctors who operated
on the three-time Formula 1 world
championinVienna.Lauda
underwent surgery afterfallingiill
while on holiday in Ibiza. Dr Walter
Klepetko, who is the hospital’s
head of thoracic surgery, told
Austrian broadcaster ORF that
“everything is currently going very
well and we are very satisfied”. He
added that the operationwas in
no way related to Lauda’s fiery
accident atthe Nurburgring in 1976.

Stewards questioned
Haas team boss Gunther Steiner
believes Formula 1's stewards are
influenced by the prior reputations

and standing of the drivers and teams
they deal with, despite efforts to

remain impartial. Haas drivers have

had several run-ins with F1 officials
recently, including when Kevin
Magnussen was penalised for driving
into Pierre Gasly in Azerbaijan and
when Romain Grosjean was hit for
triggering a pile-up on the first lap

in Spain. “Sometimes we don't help
ourselvesto put ourselvesin this
position,” said Steiner. “But if there is
adecisionto be taken, | still think that
who you are counts for what the outcome
is. It should all be without aname.”

Vandoorne happier
Stoffel Vandoorne says his
performance in the Hungarian
Grand Prixis “a good sign that
everything is back to normal”
after amiserable recent run of
form.Vandoorne has endured a
difficultsecond seasonin F1so
far, scoring just eight points to
McLaren team-mate Fernando
Alonso’s 44 and failing to escape
Q1 ateveryracesince June’s
Canadian GP. But aftera change
of chassis ahead of Hungary, he
was on course for a ninth place
until his gearbox failed. “This
weekend was a good sign that
everything is back to normal,”
Vandoorne said. “From a personal
side itfeltgood. We showed the
pace was back towhere it’'s been
[inthe past].”

Renault’s Bell tolls
Bob Bellis switching from his role as
Renault’s chief technical officer to a part-
time position as a technical advisor to
the French manufacturer. Bell rejoined
Renault at the start of 2016, having
worked with the team as technical
director —astintthatincluded its
2005-06 title-winning seasons —
before leavinginlate'10 and having
spells as Mercedes' technical director
and then as a consultant for Manor.

He was re-recruited and tasked with
establishing Renault’s technical
structure for its works team’s return
tothe F1 gridin 2016, but willnow
assume the role of Renault Sport Racing
technical advisor on a part-time basis.

THREE TEAMS SET TO HAMPER
FORCGE INDIAF10UTFIT'S SALE.

Atileast five potential buyers emerge but rival squads are unhappy

Force India was put in
administration last month

By Adam Cooper

The efforts of Force India
administrator FRP Advisory
to sell the team could be
compromised by opposition
from threerival squads.

Underthetermsof the
Concorde Agreement, ateam
emerging from administration
isregarded as anew entity.
Itcanthenonlyretainthe
commercialrightsaccrued
by theoriginal teamif all
otherentrantsagree.

After ameetingin Budapest
lastmonth about ForceIndia’s
situation, McLaren, Renault
and Williams did nottosignan
agreement, atleastforthe time
being, despite some urgent

Vettel: Ferrari has “a lot of potential to unleash” after the F1 summer hreak

has developed and Vettel should be
leading the championship, but he
crashed while leading last month’s
German Grand Prix, which allowed
Hamilton to steal an unlikely victory.
Both teams will be introducing what
should be their final engine upgrades
of the season at either the Belgian
or Italian GPs after the break.
Vettel said: “As we’ve seen this year,
the pendulum seems to swing once

Sebastian Vettel promises Ferrari
has “alot of potential to unleash”
when the Formula 1 season resumes

after the summer break.
The four-time world champion

trails Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton by
24 points after last month’s Hungarian
Grand Prix, while Ferrari has a 10-point
deficitin the constructors’ standings.
Ferrari has made strong progress
with its car and engine as the season
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canvassing from F1 CEO Chase
Carey on Force India’s behalf.
Allthree arekeentomake
apointtoF1’sownersabout
theincreasing power of the
alliances around Mercedes
and Ferrari. There’sashared
concern that ForceIndiais
beinglined up by Mercedes
boss Toto Wolff tobecome a
‘B-team’, and that will only
increase the power base of
F1’stwomajor manufacturers.
Although Williamsisaligned
with Mercedes as a customer,
ithasinsisted teams should
beindependent constructors.
If Force Indiaisnot
guaranteed toreceive the
incomeit wasoriginally due,
theteam’s value to potential

g T

e

purchasers will be much lower,
andtheuncertainty could
derail plansforaquick sale.
Meanwhile, Rich Energy, the
British company rejected by
ForceIndiaearlier this year,
still claimsit can buy the team.
However, William Storey of
Rich Energy told Motorsport.tv
itwasa “Machiavellian” game.
He said his consortium, which
heclaimsisbacked by “four
sterling billionaires” reported
toinclude West Ham United
Football Club owners David
Sullivan and David Gold, had
acontracttobuytheteamin
May but was held back by
lawyersontheteam’sside.
Storey would not “specifically
outline what our plansare” but

this side, once that side. If it’s like
this, consistency is the key. I didn’t
do myself a favour [in Germany] but
it’s part of racing, stuff happens.
“This year has shown so far that our
car ismore efficient, our caris stronger
and still has alot of potential to unleash.
“I’m quite confident with what’s
sitting in the pipeline that we can
improve. It should be an exciting
second part of the year.”

said Rich Energy would “be
in Formula1soonerorlater”.
“We’ve gotthemoney todo
so, the business model and the
reasonstodoit,” hesaid. “Having
spent six months working on
ForceIndia we’renot going
torelinquish that overnight.”
While Storey claims his group
is “more than capable of buying
theteam and are certainly ready
todoso”, therearebelieved to
befour serious partiesalso
interested in Force India.
Lawrence Stroll, thefather
of Williamsdriver Lance, is
considered an extremely
serious candidate. Another
person whohasbeen linkedis
Russian billionaire Dmitry
Mazepin, thefather of GP3

Vettel confident ahead of run-in

race winner and Force India
development driver Nikita.
Two American consortiums
have been tipped as well -one
involvingIndyCar team boss
Michael Andrettiand hisdriver
Alexander Rossi’sfather Pieter;
and onethatincludes ex-baseball
franchise boss Jeff Moorad.
ForceIndia’s chief operating
officer Otmar Szafnhauer says
the team will be able to bring
updatestoitscarassoonasits
ownership situation becomes
clearer. Theteamhashad
update designsready for
production but because of its
financial squeezeithasbeen
unabletointroduce themto
itscarinrecent weeks.
Extrareporting by Scott Mitchell
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Collard still feeling
effects of 2017 crash

"RICKY COLLARD TO-REPLACE:HISFA

Ricky Collard will make his British
Touring Car Championshiprace
debutina WSR BMW 125i M Sport
at Rockingham this weekend
deputising for hisfather Rob, who
hasbeenruled out of the nexttwo
meetings onmedical grounds.
Rob Collard, whois 13thin this
year’s points and has taken one
victory, suffered an accidentin
the openingrace at Snetterton
attheendof Julyandthena
more sizeable shuntinrace two,
ruling him out for the weekend.
Collard, who had suffered
concussioninabigaccidentat

Silverstoneattheend of 2017,
explained: “After my 2017 crash,
Iwascleared toreturntoracing
earlier this year whileremaining
under close monitoring by the
TOCA medical team.

“Afterreviewingtheresultsof a
concussion test with themedics at
the track [following theincidents at
Snetterton], it wasruled thatI was
unfit to participate in the special
‘Diamond Double’race and thatI
shouldnotrace at Rockingham or
Knockhill either.

“I'mabsolutely gutted for Team
BMW andI'dliketothankthe

S

TOCA medical teamforits
professionalism and support.”
Collard Jrhasdriven therear-
wheel-drive BTCC car twicein
brief test sessions at Silverstone
and Brands Hatch, but will go
into this weekend’s threeraces
withlimited track time.
Robsaid: “He wasmeanttobe
onstandby for BMW atthe DTM
races at Brands, too, but they
have cleared himto do these
races. Thereisalottolearn,
butIamgoingtobeonhand
throughout the weekend to
offer all the pointersthatIcan.”

‘Adam and Haigh §
take a crucial win’
British GT report, p20

=

{

Rck'y (1) will méke debut in place of Rob

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

Shanevan Gisbergen triumphed in an
Australian Supercars showdown with
Scott McLaughlin under spotlights at
Sydney Motorsport Park last Saturday.
Red Bull Holden driver van Gisbergen
used a late safety carto his advantage

Supercarsracedinto Sydney night

- and has trimmed McLaughlin’s

: championship lead to 89 points...

- Hendrick Motorsports driver Chase Elliott

. earned hisfirst career NASCAR Cup series
* victory after surviving late-race pressure

: from reigning champion Martin Truex Jr at

: Watkins Glen last Sunday. Elliot was never
: more than one second clear of Truex during
. thefinal 15 laps of the 90-tour race before

: the latter ran out of fuel with two corners to

: go... Ex-Formula 1 and Champ Car

. driver Christian Fittipaldi will retire

. from racing after nextyear’s Daytona
: 24 Hours. The 47-year-old Brazilian,

: who made 40 grands prix starts and

- won two Champ Carraces, will hang

. up his helmetfollowing nextyear’s

: IMSA SportsCar championship...

: TheManor GinettaLMP1 team will miss

¢ thismonth’s Silverstone World Endurance

:  Championship round after a late change of

: engine supplier. Ginetta has decided to

: abandon the Mecachrome single-turbo V6

: that powered the pair of G60-LT-P1s on their
¢ race debutatthe Le Mans 24 Hours WEC

: round inJune in favour of the AER twin-turbo

: P60Bunit... Aston Martin Racing will

: field justtwo drivers in each of its

: GTEProclass Vantage GTEs in the

: remaining 2018/19 World Endurance

: Championship rounds this year. Nicki

: Thiim and Marco Sorensen will drive

: the #95 second-generation Vantage

: GTE as a duo, while Maxime Martin

: and Alex Lynn will do likewise in the

. #97 at Silverstone, Fuji and Shanghaiin
: October and November respectively...

: Williams Formula 1 young driver Oliver

i Rowland will return to the factory-backed

: Strakka Mercedes team for the Suzukaround
¢ oftheIntercontinental GT Challenge later

1 this month. The 25-year-old will drive one

: oftwo pro class Mercedes-AMG GT3s

¢ entered by the German manufacturer's full-

: time representative in the Suzuka 10 Hours

: on August 26 after making his debut with the
. team earlierthisyear... Former Bentley

: factory driver Andy Meyrick has returned
: home after sustaining seven broken

. ribs and abroken vertebra in this year’s
: Spa 24 Hours. The 32-year-old Briton

. spentsixdaysina Liege hospital

: following a crashin the Blancpain

: GT Series Endurance Cup round

. while driving a Team Parker Bentley

: Continental GT3 after colliding with a

: stationary car at the top of Eau Rouge.

Geddie to make BTCC return at the wheel of an AmDTuning.com MG to join Butcher

Scot Glynn Geddie will return to the
British Touring Car Championship at
Rockingham this weekend at the wheel
of an AmDTuning.com MG6.

Geddie, the 2011 British GT champion,
has previously taken partin a single-
season of the BTCCin 2014 at the wheel
of a United Autosports Toyota Avensis.
Hefinished in the top 15 six times and

was 22nd in the points despite missing
thefinal two meetings of the year.

The 28-year-old will take over the car
that had been used over the opening half
of the season by Tom Boardman and
was used at Snetterton by Ant Whorton-
Eales for 10th position in race two. Rory
Butcherracesthe team’s other MG6.

Team boss Shaun Hollamby said:

“We were put in touch with Glynn
through Rory —the Scottish motor
racing community is very tight-
knit—and we are delighted to
welcome him to the team. We have
had some strong performances so
far and Rory could have easily had
acouple of top 10sif not for an
alternator failure at Snetterton.”

Geddie last raced in BTCC iﬁ 2014
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BTCC plans to add hybrid
power for 2022 season

British Touring Car Championship
bosses have begun investigations to add
hybrid power to the series from the 2022
season after a period of development.

The championship’s Technical
Working Group (TWG), which
comprisesits technical chiefs and
leading engineers from each team,
held initial discussions about the
move at Snetterton last weekend.

It was confirmed at the TWG thata
specified hybrid unit would be fitted
toall cars asan addition to their
currentdrivetrain.

This will allow each cartohavea
reserve of supplementary hybrid power
available duringeachrace, which can
then be used by drivers as part of their
racingtactics. The detailed engineering
aspects of the project willnow begin,
with finite technical decisions to be
made over the coming 12 to 18 months.

Some current cars will be fitted with
hybrid units during 2020/21 as part of
the project’s development programme.

BTCCseries director Alan Gow said:
“This concept was very welcomed at
ourrecent TWG meeting and now the
real work begins as to the technical
implementation.

“But different to hybrid development
within thelikes of Formula 1, this certainly
shouldn’t—and won’t-be an extreme
technical exercise, but rather will be
one which we will introduce within our
NGTCtechnical regulationsrelatively
seamlessly and very cost-effectively.”

Thenew system islikely to use the
extraenergy asa ‘pushto pass’ system
and will not be a wholesale change to
the hardware of the cars. It will be fitted
alongside the current engines, rather
thanreplacing existing technology.

“Byincorporating hybrid [technology]
itkeepsthe BTCC absolutely relevant
tomanufacturers, sponsors and the
public, with the added benefit of further
enhancingour greatracing,” Gow added.

Hybrid willbe ‘pus pass’form

Former BTCC racer Harrison
makes comeback in a C1

Former National Saloon Carand BTCC
Production class champion Simon
Harrisonhad hisfirstracefor13 yearsin
the C1 Challenge at Snetterton last weekend.

Inasuccessful career which started
in Formula Ford 1600in 1991, he took
third in the 1993 Formula Vauxhall
Junior Championship beforeracinga
Peugeotinthe BTCCin1995.

He was National Saloon champion
in 1999 with a Honda Integra, having
won it previously in 1994, and was the
Production class championin the
BTCCin 2001 with a Peugeot 306 GTi.

Butafter occasional outingsin Asian
touring cars and both European and
World Touring Cars, he retired in 2005.

Sharingthe C1 with Production GTi
racer Tim Hartland, the pair qualified
seventh out of 53.

“My lastrace was in the World Touring
Cars witha JAS Honda Accord in 2005
and this was thefirst time I have been
back onatracksince,” he said.

“Itwas great butIthought the big
end [of the engine] was onits way out
atthe end of qualifyingasitrattleda
lot. But we decided to start therace,
keep going and see how it went.”

After an early duel for sixth the
pair continued in the top 10 and after
nearly four hours of racing finally came
home eighth.
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Keen helieves title hid
is still alive despite DNF

Phil Keen believes his British GT
championship challengeis not over,
despite a costly retirement for his
Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini
Huracan at Brands Hatch thatleaves
him and team-mate Jon Minshaw facing
a17.5-point deficit with oneroundto go.

The pre-event championshipleaders
were battling for third when debrisin
theradiator caused the enginetooverheat,
although Keen and Minshaw were still
classified in eighth due toareduced entry.

The six points collected ensure they
remain second, butneed towin at
Donington with new series leaders
Jonny Adam and Flick Haigh (Optimum
Motorsport)finishing fourth or lower.

However, Optimum’s ongoing protest
intotheresult of thefirstrace at Snetterton,
when the pair was hit with a post-race
30-second penalty inlieu of adrivethrough
for contact with Andrew Howard’s
Beechdean Aston and lost 10 points,
could also haveimplications for the
championship. If theresultis overturned,
Adam/Haigh could afford to finish sixth
and still win the title, regardless of
where Keen/Minshaw finish.

“It’snot over yet. I think if they win
this appealit’s over, but you never know,
let’s see what happens,” Keen said.

“Unfortunately we got some debris in
theradiator, I kept goingforaslongaslI
could untilit started toboil, so that’sall
we could do unfortunately. It’s just
standard Phil and Jon British GT luck!”

A night race is being
evaluated by British GT

BRITISH GT GONSIDERS A
NIGHT RACE FOR 2019

Series also doesn’t expect any G12 entries for the start of season

ByJames Newbold

British GT is considering the
addition of anightracetoits
calendarin2019.
Championshipmanager Benjamin
Franassovicibelievesthat anightrace
would bring British GTintoline with
other SRO-runseriesincluding the
Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup,
which hasasixhourinto-the-night

outfromtherest,” Franassovicitold
MN. “It’s got to be doable, we have
noiserestrictions and stuff like this
thatneed tobelookedinto, butit’s
something on my shortlist. If Ican
doitandif theteams arehappy,

we willlook intothat.”

A provisional seven-round calendar
for 2019 was announced at the Spa 24
Hoursin July, with the June 22/23
weekend listed as TBC amid continued

“Mondelloisacutelittle track butI
think our cars have maybe outgrown a
tracklayout of that type,” he explained.
“Itwould benniceto gotoaplacelike
MondellobutIdon’tthinkit’s quite
suitable —something tonot completely
cross out, butmaybenotideal.”

SRO alsoannounced thatanew
GT2concept for road-going machinery
with more power and reduced
aerodynamics would be trialled in

Meanwhile the second Barwell
Lamborghini of Jonny Cocker and Sam
de Haan took its best result of the season
in second place, the first podium for de
Haanin hismaiden year of carracing.

“Sam hasdone anincrediblejob, it’s
easy toforget that thisis hisfirst year of
racing,” said Cocker, the 2004 British GT
champion. “He’s very intelligent, so you
tell him to do something and he getsit
done.Ithink in that company we’ve got

“Ithink next yearistooearly foritto here, [second]isamassive achievement.”
happen because the cars won't be quite
ready or delivered,” Franassovicisaid.
“It’sagreat project, butIdon’t
think the cars will be ready for next
year and then we’ll have to see how
they can be part of our platformin
British GT. Our successful format
issprintraces, twohoursandthree
hours, sothose carsIdon’tthink

will beready for that format.”

British GT next year, but Franassovici
added that 2019 will likely come

too early for the class, withno
carscurrently in existence.

Sixteen entries arereserved for GT3
and GT2 cars, although SRO will likely
admit GT2entries on a one-off basis
if itisdeemed suitable for therace
format, with concerns over whether
the cars can contest atwo-hour
endurance format.

uncertainty surrounding the proposed
sale of Rockingham, althoughithas
not been discounted altogether.

Franassoviciindicated thata
proposedreturnto Thruxtonfor the
first time since the pitlane debacle
in 2008 would be unpopular with the
majority of teams, and explained
that Mondello Park would also be
unsuitablefor thelatest generation
of GT3machinery.

raceatPaul Ricard, and bringa
different element to the category.
MNunderstands that Donington
Parkisthemostlikely venue for
any proposed nightrace, although
SRO will have to work through noise
curfewloopholes before the concept
becomes areality.
“I'malwaysopen todo somethinga
little bit different, a one-off race where
we do something quirky that stands

Barwell duo had damaged radiator

Barnicoat takes record-
equalling karting victory

MSV investigating after Martin hospitalised as concrete hits car

precautionary checks with an eye specialist.
He was discharged on Sunday evening.
“Itappearsthata piece of concrete from
behind the kerb at Hawthorns has cracked
andfailed duringthe event and wasflicked
up by a carin front of Maxime Martin, which
then penetrated his windscreen to the driver’s
side of centre. Very thankfully Martin was not
injured,” said Butterfield.
“There wasnosign of anissue duringthe
pre-race track inspection of this section of the
circuitand ourinvestigations are continuing.”

Aston Martin factory driver Maxime Martin
hasbeenreleased from hospital after a piece
of concrete penetrated the windscreen of his
Jetstream Aston Martin Vantage on thedrivers’
side during the Brands Hatch British GT event.
Inastatement, MSV’s group operations
and engineering manager Giles Butterfield
confirmed that the circuitis conducting an
investigation following the incident, which
required Martin to be assessed at the circuit’s
medical centre. He was then taken to Kings
College Hospital in London for further

GTregular Ben Barnicoat won his
seventh MSA Kartmasters British
Kart Grand Prix at PF International
last weekend toequal the record set
by Mike Simpson.

Barnicoat, aregular in British GT with
McLaren, only confirmed his entry with
Mick Barrett Racing at thelast minute
when his British GT team-mate Adam
Balon parted ways with Track-Club
after numerous technical problems and
decided to skip the Brands Hatch round.

Havingnotraced akartin anger since
last November, the 21-year-old told MIN
thatit “wasn’t aseasy asitlooked from
the outside” but greatly enjoyed
hisreturnin the Senior X30 class.

“Itryanddoiteveryyearif Icanif
itfitsin with my calendar and this
year was extremely last minute, it was
purely the fact that we weren’t going
todothelastround of British GT,”
said Barnicoat, who also won the title
last year. “Thankfully it all worked
outforthebest.”

Barnicoat is optimistic of returning
to British GT for thefinal round at
Donington alongside Balon at another
McLaren team, although a deal has yet
to be confirmed.

Mondello operating as normal after Birrane’s death and targets UK series

interms of both Irish seriesand
attractingmajor UK classes over.
The circuit featured on the British
Touring Car Championship schedule
between 2001 and ’06 and British
Formula 3 and British Superbikes
have also been frequent visitors.
Greene would like both high-

profile and club classes to feature
onthe Mondello calendar.

“We're speaking to a couple of
classesfrom the UK about getting
them over and have a couple of
meetings coming up,” he added.

its 50th anniversary this year.

“From our point of view it’s
businessasusual anditisfrom Martin’s
family’s point of view as well,” said
Greene. “It’sgreat that the family
isfully supportive of the business—
they support Martin’s vision for
Mondello and will be over for the
historicracingfestivalin August.

“On aday-to-day basis there are
nomajor changes, justalittle change
inthereporting structure for me.”

Greene added that the circuitis
puttingabigfocuson clubracing -

Mondello Park is aiming to attract
more UK race series next season
with circuit bosses insistingit’s
“businessasusual” following
therecentdeath of thetrack’s
former owner Martin Birrane.

Birrane, also aformer owner of
Lola Cars, passed away in June
and Mondello hasnow passed
intothehands of his family.

But the circuit’s general manager,
Roddy Greene, says thereisno
immediate threat to Mondello’s
future, with the track celebrating

British F3 has visited Mondello in the past
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FAILEDAPPEALHI
‘BROWNING’STI'

s g

Luke Browning’s appeal againsta
disqualification he received at Oulton
Park hasfailed, meaning a potential
Ginetta Junior championshiplead
remains a 37-point deficit with four
rounds remaining.

The 16-year-old led throughout
the opening Oulton race but was later
excluded after his car’s differential
had insufficient oil to take a sample.

Browning and his Richardson
Racing team claimed this was
because of damage sustained to the
differential over kerbs during the
race. But this wasrejected by the

National Court last week.
Afterahearing, chairman
of the panel David Munro said:
“Championship Regulation CR5.1.14
requires the use of lubricants
specified and supplied by Ginettain
the specified amount. Bulletin 2
requiresthat each component must
be able to produce a minimum sample
of lubricants. In the case of the
differential thisistobe 0.5 litres.
“While the car was in parc ferme
the differential oil level was checked.
It proved to be difficult to extract a
sample and ultimately nomore than

0.2litres could be obtained. The
appellants assert that oil must have
been lost during the course of the
race and maintain that this was due
tothemechanical failure of a
component. The panel have not been
provided with any cogent evidence
thatthisis,infact, the case.

“Itisnoted that the team declined
toactonthe suggestion that the
componentsin question should
be examined by Ginetta.

“The panel has considered the video
evidence submitted which does not
supportthe contention that oil was

MG Trophy holds raffle to give drivers BTCC test chance

lost during the competition. The
scrutineer did not find any evidence
of fresh oil when the vehicle

was examined in parcferme.

“Itisnot considered that exceptional
circumstances are presentin this case
and it follows that the disqualification
from theresults of theraceisupheld.”

The appellants were ordered to pay
£500 costs.

Theresult of the appealisa
huge blow for Browning, with Elite
Motorsport’s Adam Smalley now
successfully installed in the
championship lead.

Apost-season test drive arranged with the help of Pete Macwaters explained:
inan AmDTuning.com George Mackmurdie of “Oneof our youngdrivers,
MG6 British Touring Knight Industries,a Andy Spencer, has gotthe
Car will beraffled toMG company that provides BTCC atthetop of histo-do
Trophy competitors. tuning partsfor new MGs, listand he’stakingthe
The series has booked whoisasupporter of the morning. Then we’re going
anafternooninthecar seriesand knows AmD toraffle the afternoon.
on October 19 around boss Shaun Hollamby. “The winner will go
Snetterton forthe winner The winner will be round witha BTCC driver
of theraffle. ALMG Trophy drawnatthelast MG asapassenger. Thenthey
competitorsareeligible Car Clubmeeting of the will swap seats and once
October test toenter and can buy one season at Snetterton at the BTCCdriver thinks
ortwotickets. theend of September. they are competent enough,
at Snetterton Thetesthasbeen MG Trophy chairman they will gosolo.”

Two drivers ruled out after hig TCR UK crash

Sutton could

TCR UK competitors Carl Swiftand
Robert Gilmour wereruled out of
action at Oulton Park on the second
racinglap of the meeting after acoming
together atthefastleft-handerIsland
Bendresultedin significant damage
toboth cars.

DPE Motorsport Alfa Giuliettaman
Gilmour was subsequently excluded
from theresults of therace, which
was stopped after the crash, for his
partintheincident.

“Igotabad exitoutof Cascadesand

he [Gilmour] came up tothe side of me
justinthebrakingzone, but he moved
overtotheracinglineand ran meonto
thegrass.Icouldn’tbrakeand he
eventually ran over my front wheel
which fired him off into thefence,”
said Maximum Motorsport SEAT
Cupradriver Swift.

Gilmour countered: “Ihavenoidea
whathappened atall. Attheend of
thedayIhadtheracingline, and if
someone else needstoback out they
wanttobackout.”

Both drivers
mlssed race two

return to TCR UK

Ash Sutton hasnotruled
outareturntothe TCR
UK Championship after
takingadouble victory
onhisdebutinthe
category at Oulton Park
last weekend.
Thereigning British
Touring Car champion
dominated the event,
finishing on top of every
session hetook partinas
heracedacontemporary
front-wheel-drive car for
thefirst time since 2016.
“Ttisjustlike jumping
onanoldbike.Ijust
neededtodigdeepand
find out where that
experience wasinthe
brain and pull it back
out,” said the 24-year-old,
whoreplaced Finlay
Crockerinthe Verizon

BTCC driver Sutton dominated at Oulton
Connect Racing Honda hisfirstappearancein
Civic TypeRdueto TCR UK Championship
the Scot’s business atOulton, joining
commitments. Maximum Motorsport

“Iwouldlovetodoa todrivethe VW Golf
bitmore,and I have GTihehasracedinthe
been told there could Britcar Endurance
potentially bemore, Championship already
butatthe moment we thisseason. Docker
areplayingitbyear,” finished ninth and
he explained after seventh at Oultonand
becoming the third will consider whether to
different TCR UK winner continuein TCR UK at
of the season. Croft, orreverttoBritcar

Racing Cup graduate atSnettertononthe
Tim Docker alsomade same weekend.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Rachel Bourne

Cars missing in GTs
Several GT3 cars were missing from
the British GT grid at Brands Hatch,
including RJN’s Nissan GT-R GT3 and
Balfe Motorsport’s McLaren 650S GT3,
as aresult of the tight turnaround
following the Spa 24 Hours. RJN had
damage to both its GT3 (suspension
pickup points) and 370Z GT4 (subframe
and body damage) and only had time
to repair one. Balfe did not run its GT3
carasitrequired an engine change
following afire at Spa.

Points deductions

Five Ginetta Junior drivers were handed points
deductions for their partin anumber of collisions
inthe first two races at Snetterton at the end of
lastmonth, with not all of the penalties applied
inthe points table in MN last week. Louis

Foster (27 points deducted), James Taylor
(nine), Adam Smalley (nine), Ruben Del Sarte
(six)and Greg Johnson (six) were all judged
tobe at fault in various incidents.

Virtual meets reality

The winner of the Ginetta Junior eSports
championship will receive a pair of tickets
and hospitality with the manufacturer for
the real-life finale of Ginetta Juniorand
the GT4 Supercup at Brands Hatch at the
end of September. The TORA (The Online
Racing Association) series was due to
finish with arace around the Brands
Hatch Grand Prix circuit on Tuesday.

Ayrton misses out

Ayrton Simmons missed the latest round of
the BRDC British F3 Championship due toa
regulation in British Formula 4 preventing
drivers from racing in another series at the
same track before it has competed there.
The 17-year-old, who is second in the F4
standings, was due to compete at Brands
Hatch with Chris Dittmann Racing having
debuted at Spalast month. It's understood
he will contest the remaining rounds.

Charpentier’s Fortec exit
Tristan Charpentier will not contest the
remaining rounds of the BRDC British F3
Championship with Fortec Motorsports
after leaving the team. Team principal
Richard Dutton said: “It’s a joint decision.
I can’twork with someone who wants to
finish last.” Atthe opening round of the
year at Oulton Park, Charpentier had
dropped to therearof thefieldin an
attempt to get a better starting position
for the full reverse-grid second race.

Bentley-Ellis quits

Hugo Bentley-Ellis, who set the FF1600 lap
record at Castle Combe three weeks ago, will
not complete the British Racing and Sports
Car Club’s National FF1600 campaign.
“Hugo said he wasn't enjoying it and decided
it wasn't for him,” explained Kevin Mills who
Bentley-Ellis was driving for in his maiden
season of carracing.

BM Racing signs Ward
Leading FF1600 team BM Racing has
signed 14-year-old Thomas Ward as an
apprentice driver with the intention of
running him in the National FF1600
Championship in 2020. Successful karter
Ward made his carracing debutin the
Junior Saloon Car Championship at
Rockingham in June, taking pole and
finishing second twice. He willrace in
saloons through 2019, before stepping
into single-seaters once he turns 16.

More Tolman repairs
Tolman Motorsport were rewarded with
asecond British GT Team of the Weekend
award in as many events at Brands Hatch after
completing all-night repairs for the second-
round running. After repairing accident
damage on David Pattison's McLaren 570S
at Spa overnight, the mechanics faced
another mammoth job to get his car ready
after the engine expired in FP1. They
finished at 0500hrs, they were rewarded
with a strong fifth place finish for Pattison
and Joe Osborne.
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Indy Lights has struggled this year

Mazda withdraws its
Road to Indy funding

Mazda will end its support of the Road
to Indy programme, which hasbeen a
potential career stepping stonefor the
winner of the British Racing and Sports
Car Club’s National Formula Ford
Championshipsince 2016.

Backingfrom the Japanese
manufacturer will cease at theend
of 2018 after nine years and will affect
IndyCar’sfeeder categories Indy
Lights, Pro Mazda and USF2000.

Irishman Keith Donegan won the
MazdaRoad toIndy Shootoutlast year—
claiming a ticket with runner-up spot
atthe Brands Hatch Festival —and with
ita $200,000(£150,000) scholarshipto
race in the USF2000 series this season.

Other British driverstohave won a
ticket tothe Shootoutinclude Jamie
Thorburn, Ollie White, Neil Maclennan
and Luke Williams.

Mazda will ensure that the 2018 Indy
Lights, Pro Mazda and USF2000
champions will receive scholarships
intothenext category,and the 2018
MazdaRoad to Indy Global Shootout
will be held in December again.

The programme has provided
scholarshipsfor the champion of each
category, withrecent Indy Lights
champions such as Spencer Pigot,
EdJonesand Kyle Kaiser earning
part-time IndyCar seasons off the
back of their feeder category victories.

The manufacturer’sinfluence meant
that 27 of the 35 drivers who attempted
to qualify for the 2018 Indianapolis 500
were Indy Lights graduates.

IndyCaristhe sanctioning body of
the Road to Indy and it confirmed that
the programme will continue in some, yet
toberevealed, capacity.

“TheRoad toIndy programmehas
staged greatracing over the years
while developing teams and drivers
forthe IndyCar Series, and that will
continue with plans soontobe
announced,” said a statement.

By Edd Straw

Formergrand prix driver and Channel
4 Formula 1 analyst Karun Chandhok
willrace a McLaren-ElvaM1Ain
next month’s Goodwood Revival.
Chandhok willrace the car—chassis
20-15, arace winnerin 1965-66 Sports Car
Club of Americaevents —owned by
JohnBladon. He demonstrated it atthe
Goodwood Festival of Speedin 2013 and
willnow tackle the Whitsun Trophy
racefor late-period sports prototypes.
“Backin 2013, Charles March’s office
putmeintouch with John Bladon, who
was taking the cartothe Festival of
Speed,” said Chandhok. “He asked if
Iwouldliketodriveitupthehilland
of courseIsaidyes.
“Fastforward afew yearsand John
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GCHANDHOK TO
RACEMCcLAREN

Ex-F1 driver to compete at Goodwood Ilewval in MiA

sentme an email tosay that thecar’s
had afullrebuild over the winter and
he very kindly asked if I would like
toraceitatthe Revival.

“The carisvery powerful with alot
of torque.Ionly droveitonthehill at
Goodwood, butIremember wheelspinning
alltheway upinevery gear.”

This will be Chandhok’sfourth
appearance at the Revival, having
previously raced Jaguar E-type, Mini
and Austin A35machinery.

“Every year I wonder why we all take
therisktoraceattheRevival,” said
Chandhok. “The grass banks are close,
the circuitisfastand people takeitfar
too seriously nowadays. But all those
reasonsremind me why I started
enjoyingthesport—thejoy of racing
without all the electronics, the Tarmac

runoffs, the politics and the social
mediascrutiny we have today.

“Thepuristin melovesthe history
of the sport and the opportunity to
drive somethingmegafromthe Can-Am
daysisnotonelIcouldeversaynoto.”

Chandhoklastracedinthe2017
LeMans 24 Hours, finishingninth
in LMP2 driving a Tockwith Motorsport
Ligier JSP217.

“Iwas gutted tomiss out on Le Mans
thisyear,” added the 34-year-old. “There
were a couple of timeswherelhada
drivelined up butthey called measthe
entries were beingfiled to say they’ve
signed a driver with budgetinstead.”

LolaT'70 Spyderstend to set the pace
in the Whitsun Trophy, though Chris
Goodwin did winthe 2014 editionina
McLaren M1B.

Photos: LAT, Jakob Ebrey, Jim Moir, Gary Hawkins, roadtoindy.net
= =

Byrne to return to
Mondello Park track

Aftermakinghisreturnto
racingin the Historic Formula
1series at the British Grand
Prix, Tommy Byrne will

now take partin the Historic
Racing Festival at Mondello
Parklater thismonth.

Byrne, who was British F3
championin 1982 and took
partinfive F1 weekends with
Theodore, made hisfirstrace
outingin the UK for over 30
years at Silverstone in an Ensign
N177. He willnow return to the
circuit where his career began
when he competed in FF1600,
driving a Hesketh 308 in the Derek
Bell Trophy on August 18/19.

“Iam so excited to be back
at Mondello Park whereitall
started for me 42 yearsago,” said
Byrne. “To drive James Hunt’s
first F1 caris alsoahuge honour
for me.Iwould like to thank
James Hagan and Mondello Park
for giving me this opportunity.”

Byrne will race a Hesketh 308

leland wonbothofthe poorlsupoted Super Touring Festivalraces

Cleland wins first touring car race at Knockhill for 25 years, hut has limited opposition

Double British Touring Car
champion John Cleland scored
hisfirst victory at Knockhill for
25yearsin the Super Touring
Festivallast weekend, but had
limited competition.

The former Vauxhall works
driver,racinghisoriginal
Vectra with which hedrovein
the 1997 BTCC season, profited
from misfortune for Stewart

Whyte’s Honda Accord to take
the wininthe openingrace.

Of thenine carsentered in
the meeting, only threereached
the chequeredflagas Cleland
headed Jason Hughes’ MG ZF
and Ian Flux’s Mazda 323F.

Cleland, who claimed the
BTCCtitlein 1989 and 1995
famously only ever managed to
win once at hishome circuit, in

1993, drivinga Vauxhall Cavalier.
“Knockhill were supporters
of mine all through my career
andIonly ever won once here.
Iwonitin 1993 and then after
that: b*****a]l!” said Cleland.
“Icould never get this placeright
inallmy time here. Butin 93,
wehad a great battle with Julian
Bailey and anumber of others.”
Former Super Touring

champion Whyte had been the
dominant force all weekend
and was headingfor a certain
win when he suffered punctures
onboth hisfront tyres.
Thelocal driver also suffered
abearingfailure which
damaged the gearbox, forcing
him out of race two which
Cleland won from Alistair
McMillan’s Nissan Primera.

Linscott is first Briton to secure place on Pippa Mann scholarship

Ginetta Junior racer Emily
Linscott has been selected
to benefitfrom a scholarship
scheme for female drivers set up
by IndyCar racer Pippa Mann.
Linscott, 15,is the only British
driver to have been chosen
and will receive two days of
tuition from Mann as part of
anadvanced programmein
partnership with the Lucas
Oil School of Racingearly
nextyear.
“Itwas abigsurprisetobe

offered this opportunity,” said
Linscott. “I’'m over the moon
tohave been recognised by
somebody of herlevel.Ican’t
wait to spend time out there
with her.”

Linscottis 15thin the Ginetta
Junior standings, with the
Richardson Racingdriver on
the backfootin the mostrecent
round at Snettertonlast month
after an electrical problem
in qualifying, meaning her
bestresult was just 18th.

Singer and presenter
EmmaWalshhad her
first outing in a Mini
Challenge car at
Brands Hatchlast
week.Itcomes ahead
of herrace debutin

the serieswhenit
supports DTM at the
venue this weekend.
Walsh was being
coached by former
BritishTouring Car
driver Paul O’Neill.
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‘Nelson Rowe took
a double podium’

\ Historic racer is back, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

PETER
PROCTER

Age: 88 Lives: Yorkshire
Ex-F2 racer survived huge crash

ItbeganinanAston
Martin

“Iraced from 1953 to 1966,
and it began when | bought an
Aston Martinin 1953 and was
persuaded by the Aston Martin
Owners’ Club to enter arace at
Oulton Park. I finished second
and that bit me. I'd just finished
as a professional cyclist and,

| suppose, as | retired from that
another door opened.”

Formula Junior was key
“I'raced in Formula Juniors from
1959 to 1963. | started with a
Lotus 18 in Junior and my first
drive for someone else was with
Ken Tyrrell, and | drove for Ken for
acouple of years on and off. After
Formula Junior, | raced for Lotus in
Formula 2 and during that period
| was also rallying for Rootes

and Ford, particularly with the
Sunbeam Rapier. | raced the
Sunbeam Tiger at Le Mans and

I was a full-time professional

race and rally driver. They were
good days.”

He wontheTourde
France

“[finished up in rallying with Alan
Mann'’s Lotus Cortinas and with
Ford America with the Mustang.
We were lucky enough to win the
Tour de France in a Mustang in
1964. That was a fantastic event,
but the schedule would make
your eyes water now.”

He wasbadlyinjured

“It all went wrong at Goodwood

in 1966, in a Ralph Broad Lotus
Cortina. | was hit from behind and
it turned the car over and ruptured
the petrol tank. | was lucky
because |l got 65 per cent burns,
which was arecord at the time,
and | was lucky to survive.”

He did returnto racing
“The year after | came out of
hospital | did two celebrity races.
Inthe first one | finished second
and took fastest lap, so | thought
that | was still alright. But | was 38
by that point and still recovering
and having to have alot of plastic
surgery. | had quite a big family
and | had no ambition to carry on,
so | went back to normal life.”

He still visits
Silverstone

“I'ma BRDC member and co-
ordinator for the North-East of
England and use the BRDC
campsite at big events at the
track. I'm a Yorkshireman
through and through.”

Procter: Proud BRDC man
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By Paul Lawrence

British Mini driver Phil
Harris is taking his 1963
Mini Cooperto Corsica
in Octoberto contest
the famous Tourde
Corse Historique.

Forthe 18th running of the
historic event, which shares
many roads with theisland’s
World Rally Championship
event, Harris understands

Milicevic: FFord return

enter thefive-day rally.
“It’s afantastic event,

drawing about 250 historic

carsfrom Europe,” Harris

said. “We are very fortunate to

getanentry asall the top
European crews like to

compete on the same stagesas

the WRC.

“Therally organisers are
really thrilled to have the
Miniintherally and they’ve

BRIT HARRIS PLOTS
CORSICAMINIBID

Five-day event tempts loyal racer for 18th running of the classic

that his will be the first Mini to

featuredit heavily on their
website and their social media.
Asfar asthey know,
we are the first Mini to enter
the Historique event.”
“Atarecent BRDCevent, I
was chatting to Paddy Hopkirk
aboutrallyinga Miniin the
1960s,” Harris continued.
“My father had support from
BMC with his Mini back then
and knew Paddy.
“Paddy told me about the

Harris has a long
association with Mini

BMC team going to Corsicain
1967 for the World Rally. All
three Minisretired on the first
day with engine troubles, so
it’sgoingto be atoughrally!”
Harrishasbeen aregular
BHRC class winner in the Mini
over thelasttwo seasons and
his carrecently celebrated
its 55th birthday havingfirst
beenregistered on July 18,
1963. Harris has owned the car
forthelast42 years.

Milicevic returns to Formula Ford 1600 with a Croft challenge

Jon Milicevic returned to
Formula Ford racing after a
gap of 24 years as he claimed
four successes over the weekend
at Croft.

The Towcester-based garage
owner took two more Historic

Formula 3 wins tomove closer to
the 2018 titlein his Brabham
BT21B and shared the Lotus 23B
sports-racer of Nick Fennelltoa
class winin the Guards Trophy.
Milicevic alsohad a guestrun
in the Historic FF1600 Lola T200

of StuartRolt. “Ididracein
Formula Ford Zetecin 1994,”
admitted Milicevic before
finishing best of the over 50s
category on Saturday. He elected
tomiss Sunday’srace as the car
showed signs of overheating.

Ford GT40s get ready for Combe demo

Aline-up of Ford GT40sis
being assembled for the
Castle Combe Autumn
Classic on October 6 when
the model’s 1968 Le Mans
victory will be celebrated.

Anumber of genuine
period GT40s will take to
the Wiltshire track for
demonstration laps.

The cars will pay homage
tolocalracer and Bath garage
owner Ron Fry whoraced two
GT40s athislocaltrackinthe
late 1960s, starting with

chassis 1017 and then moving
up totheex-Targa Florio
chassis 1073, raced in period
by another Combe local hero,
Terry Sanger.

Already confirmed are
two cars from the stable of
historicracer Philip Walker,
including chassis 1041, which
was originally sold to Belgian
racer Jean Blaton in 1966.
Meanwhile, Mark Finburgh
will bring his chassis 1071,
which heraced at Castle
Combe 45 years ago.

The Historic Endurance Rallying

Organisation will take over events

previously promoted by the
Endurance Rally Association, to
form amassive organiser and
promoter of historicrallies.

The ERA, which was created by

thelate Philip Young, will be taken

over by HERO to grow the HERO
platform of events. HERO is

renowned for running shorter, UK

and Europe-based events, while
the ERA hasareputation for
running bigger eventincluding

theiconic Peking-Paris marathon.

Historic endurance rallying hody expands

New enduro rallies 11 berun

Tomas de Vargas Machuca from

HERO, said: “This represents
an expansion of our activities,
especially endurance events,
for which ERA haslongbeen a
marketleader and innovator.”

Cars bhack in action at Grimsthorpe Park in Lincolnshire after more than 100 years

After an absence of more than

100 years, competition cars will

return tothe grounds of
Grimsthorpe Park near
Bourne in Lincolnshire on

Sunday, August 26 this year.
The half-mile hill in the

grounds of the Deer Park will

be brought back intouse to

celebrate the speed trials first

held therein 1903. Demo runs
for period cars and bikes will
beheld onthehillthathasa
one-in-six gradient. The last
speed trials at Grimsthorpe

were heldin 1911 and there are
now plans to build on this
inaugural retro event, with the
eventual ambition of runninga
competitive hillclimb.

VSCC to Mallory

The Vintage Sports Car Club
returns to Mallory Park on
Saturday for its annual Bob
Gerard Memorial Trophy
meeting. Starraces include the
Edwardian Race with a capacity
grid of cars, most of them at least
100 years old. The event marks
the fourth of five events this
season for the Club’s Formula
Vintage race programme.

Cheshire is go

The Tour of Cheshire historic road
rally will run on a revised date

of Saturday, September 29. The
traditional early March date was
lost to heavy snow and ice and the
Knutsford and District Motor Club
has now rescheduled the event,
which will start as planned from the
Bickerton Poacher in Cheshire.

Yool’s Croft woe

Andy Yool had a trying time when
he attempted to race his Chevron
B8 in the Guards Trophy at Croft
on Saturday. After two racing
laps, a detached pipe dropped
copious amounts of oil and then
started a fire as he retired in the
pits. Yool now plans to have the
carready for the Chevron B8 50th
Anniversary race at the Oulton
Park Gold Cup.

Glaister’s outing
Chris Glaister has acquired a Ford
Anglia 105E to race alongside the
earlier 100E of his father Ed and
both ran at Croft over the weekend.
Glaister junior had added the ex-
Adam Gittings car to their Carlisle
stable for Historic Touring Cars

but engine gremlins sidelined both
cars on Saturday.

Mallory special

A special handicap race for
drivers under the age of 30 will
be run at Mallory Park’s VSCC
meeting on Saturday. A strong
22-car grid of Pre-War cars will
contest the trial race and four
women, headed by Hannah
Enticknap in GN Salome, take
on the men with young Oliver
Llewellyn starting as favourite
in the family’s successful
Bentley 3/8.

Classic rally fun
Ripon Motor Sport Club'’s St Wilfrid's
Classic Rally will run this Sunday,
starting from Ripon Market Square
at 0830hrs. The historic road rally
runs on maps 99 and 100 and
organisers are still in need of

more marshals. Willing volunteers
should contact David Wainwright
at stwilfscm@riponmotorsportclub.
co.uk for details.

Rowe is back

Nelson Rowe made a successful
return to racing at Croft, 10
weeks after his dramatic Historic
FF1600 accident at Cadwell
Park. The Bristol vet used his
Formula Ford 2000 Reynard to
score a brace of second places
at the North Yorkshire track,
despite gearbox issues.

Birrell’s Croft visit
Former F2 and tin-top racer Graham
Birrell was a guest at the Croft
Nostalgia weekend and presented
some of the awards for Saturday’s
races. The Scot, brother of the late
Gerry, raced successfully at both
national and international level
through the 1960s and early 1970s.

BOB SIMPSON: STILL GOING STRONG AFTER 50 YEARS > > JPAGE18
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- Toyota has won four
tlmes since WRC return

Manufacturer hoss wants Mitsubishi and Subaru to return to the WRG

By David Evans

Toyota Motor Corporation
president Akio Toyoda wants
torecreate classic World Rally
Championship battles with
Japaneserivals Mitsubishi
and Subaru.

Speakingexclusively to
Motorsport News, Toyoda
outlined hishopes thata world
championshipreturntoJapan
would be enough to tempt those
former WRCtitansback tothe
table to compete against his
Toyota Gazoo Racingsquad.

Toyoda, below right, said:
“Toyotaistheonly [Japanese
manufacturer] participatinginthe
WRC, we used to have Mitsubishi
and Subaru with us. Toyota’s
challengeisstimulatingall rally
fans—justlikelsawit would when
Iwentto Finland [in 2014].

“Many fans remember Toyota,
Subaruand Mitsubishiand I hope
the WRC comingto Japan will
stimulate not only Toyota, butall
the manufacturers—we would like
toseethem back.Iwantto support

this[return]. Thisis what Gazoo
Racingisabout, we arenot only
thinkingto Toyota, we are
working for the good of the sport.

“Fornow, wedon’thavea WRC
eventinJapan. When Ilooked up
tothe sky from the podium [in
Finland],Iimagined another
view of the threenational flags
flyingin our other homein
Japan.Istrongly hopeagain
that we could see thisday.”

Now in the second year of its
WRCreturn, Toyoda wants to
see Toyotainrallyingforthe
long-term. It departed the sport’s
highestlevelin 1999in the pursuit
of Formula1success, butfailed to
secureasinglerace winineight
years. Now, under the guidance
of TommiMakinen, Toyota has
already secured four victories
with the Yaris WRC.

“Thope Toyota staysinrallying
[fora]longtime,” said Toyoda.
“Sometimes Toyota depends on
economicalreasons, buttomethe
main objectiveto participatein
thiskind of rally activity is tomake
ever-better cars—that’sthe only

objective we have. Theroad makes
carsandtheroad onthe WRCis
very, very tough. If we compete
againstourrivals and compete
and communicate then that makes
ever-better carsfor Toyota.

“Also we want tomake more
fansfor Toyota. We continue with
those objectives and that makes
thisactivity sustainable.”

Toyodapraised Makinen’s
progress, goingfrom a standing
start with Toyota’s Finnish-based
WRCreturnjust three years ago.

Toyodasaid: “WhenIfirst
met Tommi Makinen, he wasnot
experiencedin Toyota cars, he was
aworld champion with Mitsubishi
and [had WRC experience with]
Subaru. Heknows all cars except
Toyota. In our first meeting, he
taught me todrive and I wanted to
learnfrom him, nowIthink Toyota
canlearnfromhim.

“Istillremember four years ago
whenIcame here. Volkswagen was
themajor team and Toyota had not
participatedin WRCin 18 years. At
thattime, I saw there were still
people whoremembered the last

time Toyota was here participating
inrallying. Ifelt very happy about
thatand whenIwasherelIdecided
we had tocomeback.

“Thistime whenIcomeback
toFinland, Iam very surprised.
After two years we see somany
fansfor Toyota GazooRacing. I
visited some stages and somany
redflagsfor Estonian and Finnish
flags;Ifeel thisisreally home,
maybe even more than our home
countryindJapan.Ireally
appreciate thatfeeling.

“WhenIvisited some of the
placesin theforestIsaw many
peoplelookingatmeandIfeela
little bitfearful, did I do something
wrong? Butthey are very bigfans
of Toyota—they tellme: Tlove
Yaris,Iamdrivingthis car.’ This
connection betweenroad and
rally carisveryimportant.”

Home event could hoost Japan

Providingits candidate
eventruns without fault,
Rally Japanis expected to
return to the World Rally
Championship for the first
time next year.

Out of the WRC since
2010, the event willrun on
Japan’smainisland of
Honshu, atwo-hour drive
from downtown Tokyo.
The all-asphalt route will
include a mixture of high-

speed and technical stages.

The candidate event
runsin November and,
if successful, sources
suggest aplaceonthe
2019 calendar is virtually
adonedeal. Inclusionin
nextyear’s WRC would
offer Japan the chance to
promote the 2020 Summer
Olympicsin Tokyo.

A source said: “You can
never take these things
for granted, but Japanis
looking strongnow. The

Eventlastranin 201 0

championship needs
tobeback in Asia, we
tried China a couple of
yearsago butitdidn’t
work —the Japanese
offeringis well-financed
and sensible.”
A1l4-round calendar,
excluding Corsica but
including Chile and
Japan, is expected to be
delivered to the meeting
of the FIA’s World
Motor Sport Council
in September.

The Strength of Experlence speedllne
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‘Ima Ine going back

s top stages...’
We plot a dream WRC route, p22

A stage on this year’s
Wales Rally GB has
setaworld record even
before the event has
begun after ashow car
was flown down a zip
wire for the first time at
the opening day’s Slate
Mountain test. Slate
Mountainis a new stage
for the October4-7 event
and given its proximity
to the ZipWorld centre,
aplanwasmadeto
make history.The stunt
ispartofa 90-second
promotional video for
the venue and the event,
the film canbe viewed
atWales Rally GB’s
Facebook page.

.

Scot Alister McRae will take
oncurrent World Rally
Championshipstar Hayden
Paddon at New Zealand’s Ashley
Forest Rallysprint next month.
McRae will drive an ex-Possum
Bourne SubaruImpreza WRC
while Paddon will run the
Hyundaii20 AP4++ with which
he’sleading thisyear’sNZ
domestic Rally Championship.
The Australian-based Scot has
apower advantage with his
750bhp carsitting atthe bottom
of themile-long gravel hillclimb.
McRaeknows the Vantage-
backed car well, having won

New Zealand’sfamous Race to
the Sky Hillclimbin 2015and
the Leadfoot Festival for the
lasttwo years.

Former British Rally
champion McRaesaid: “The
Ashley Forest Rallysprint has
alotof historyand, of course,
everyone wants towinit.
Competingback downin New
Zealandisgreatandbeingin
the Vantage Subaru should
makeforagreat weekend.

“The Subaruis almost 20 years
old, but with the extra power and
some testing beforehand on
gravel, Ithink we can be

-y
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competitive. Thinkingback to
Racetothe Sky[in2015],the
carwas amazingfuntodrive
ongravel.”

While McRae’s car brings
abighorsepower advantage,
Paddon’smachine will be fitted
with more modern suspension
allowingfor greater wheel
travel and grip. The Scotis
ready for thefight.

“Beating Hayden certainly
won’t be easy but we will give
itagoodtry,” said McRae. “But,
equally,I'm sure there will be
morethanjust Hayden tofight
againstontheday.”

Alister will
drive Subaru

.

The SouthIsland eventruns
across September 22/23, which
means Paddon will arrive back
homematch-fitfollowinghisrun
atRally Turkey the week prior to
the Ashley Forest Rallysprint.

Paddon’s participation comes
asnosurprisegiventhatheis
competingmoreathomeand
Bourne was a childhood hero of
the multiple domestic champ.

Vantage boss Craig Vincent,
Bourne’s co-driver, got the
car from Possum Bourne
Motorsportafter Bourne’s death
and has “continuedtoraceitin
memory of our great mate”.

Entry open for Wales Rally GB showpiece

Entries have opened for this
year’s Wales Rally GB, with
thefirst 30 privateerstoput
their name down guaranteed
aslotat Britain’s World Rally
Championship qualifier.

The Deeside-based event has
moved forward in the calendar
(October 4-7) and willinclude
90full international entries.
There will be afurther 70
places available for the two-day
WRGB National Rally, which
runsontheback of the main
WRCround.

Inaddition tothe WRC stars,
thisyear’s Wales Rally GB will
alsoplay hosttoafinal double-
header entry from the British
Rally Championship. Entry to
themain eventis discounted to
£2200 for privateers, while BRC-

registered crews will pay £1650.

The WRGB National Rally
includes 85 competitive miles
for £900, with the first 55 crews
toregister guaranteed arun.

Forthosenot competing,
Llandudno’slookinglike an
increasingly attractive option
for the weekend. The event’s
backers are fundingafree
family fun zone, complete with
climbing walls and bungee
trampolines on the promenade.

On Sunday, thereisthe
firstfree-to-watch WRC stage
in Britain for 20 years.

The second of the two Great
Ormestagesisthefinal action
of the 2018 event and will be
followed by champagne
celebrations on the seafront
finishramp.

Finland organiser wants to lure Tanak fans

Rally Finland organisers will
make an even greater effortto
accommodate Estonian fans

as Ott Tanak goesin search of
back-to-back winsin Jyvaskyla
nextseason.

The Toyotadriver’s maiden
Finland win was supported by
15,000 spectators whomade the
tripacross the Baltic Sea. Next
year, evenmore are expected.

Boss of Finnish motorsport’s
governingbody AKK, Tatu
Lehmuskalliosaid: “In 2018, we
paid special focus on the Estonian
marketandit paid off. Tanak
and our great package-deals drew
inaneven bigger crowd than we
had estimated. Next year, we
probably have to anticipatean
exodusfrom the Balticregion.”

Thisyear’sRally Finland
included aradically newroute,

something which had caused
concernamong theorganisers.
“Sixty-five percent of theroute
wasnew,” said event promoter
JaniBackman. “All sorts of things
could have happened, even with
proper planning and preparation.
Buteverything went smoothly.”
Earlyindications are of similar
levels of ticket sales tolast season.
Full analysis of how the event was
received will be completedinthe
autumn, butit’sunderstood more
than 30,000 watched the Harju
stagesinthe centre of Jyvaskykla.

Fans got behmd Toyota man §
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“Just like you,
Colin McRae was
my hero too”
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ast Sunday should have
been abig dayinLanark. A
very big day. Fifty years ago
in the town’s William Smellie
Maternity Hospital, a certain
Colin Steele McRae arrived.

From the very beginning, Colin was flat out.

Mum Margaret recalls: “Colin just didn’t
seemto needsleep... He was always up to
something. One time we were with Jim's
parents, they had a boxer dog, a real softie.
Somebody said: ‘What on earth’s he doing with
the dog?"”

Turns out toddler McRae was trying to answer
his own question. That question was whether a
steel welding rod would pass in one of the dog'’s
ears and out of the other. At that age, a perfectly
reasonable question and basis for research.

From the moment McRae clinched the West
of Scotland Autotest title in 1985, his story has
been well documented. It's a story folk never tire
of telling. Why would you? It was real Boy's
Own stuff from the start, right from clinching the
most remarkable results in a Talbot Sunbeam
and Vauxhall Nova to standing on top of the
world as the most complete and naturally
talented individual ever to grace the discipline.

It was his speed and bravery that made his
name, but it was his all-round ability and global
appeal that cemented his status as the world’s
most famous rally driver. Ever.

But all the joy, wonder and happiness he
brought to the world's four corners came to an
end on September 15,2007. It's atragedy that
McRae didn't make 40, a tragedy that, like his
legend, grows ever more powerful with the
passing of another decade.

It wasn't, of course, just Colin that we lost in
that accident 11 years ago. His son Johnny and
two family friends also died. Johnny would have
been 17 this year and there can be little doubt
that he would have beenin arally carand
winning within days of passing his test.

The McRae family specialises in chips and
blocks: Jimmy, Colin, Alister and Alister’s son
Max who is now conquering allcomers in a kart
in Western Australia. And will be doing the
samein arally carin Scotland... just as soon as
gramps puts his hand in his pocket.

But this week, it's CMac specifically we're
missing. Anybody who thinks he'd have
matured into a wise, slightly greying, elder-
statesman of the sport offering sage comment
and thoughtful insight into the ways and means
of the modern-day sport is wrong. Don’t get me
wrong... the insight would have been all there,
but it would have been delivered with the kind
of wit and mischief McRae had in abundance.
That's what we've missed for the last 11 years, a
Colin able to look back, contextualise and
entertain in a different way.

Like you, Colin was my hero and we owe
it to him and his unflinching, hard-charging,
flat-over-crest style to never forget him and
keep talking about him.

Colin McRae... forever young. Forever
the best.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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...hut argamser Wants Juniontraining;

Juniors will get
instruction

RAL

By Jack Benyon

the plan hasbeen madein more general terms.
“Thephonelit up after MN came out with
people askingaboutit. Butnooneisjust going
tothrow juniorsinto the forests without giving
them proper training.”
The championship—which hashelped tostart -
the careers of World Rally Championship driver

The Junior 1000 Championship has backed
RallydWales’ idea to hold low-cost, short
distance forestrallies and to include
juniors, providing its competitors are
given adequate preparation.

Themain Junior 1000 Championshipinthe UK Elfyn Evans and European title winner Chris -
hasbeenlobbyingthe Motor Sports Association Ingram-hasanumber of methodsitusesto
toallow juniorsto attempt gravelforestrallying prepare 14-year-oldsforrallying. Dodd said it
and claimsit will continue todo so. would beno different for gravel events.
Two weeks ago, RallydWales and the MSA “Ithink juniors willend up in theforests,”
confirmed anidea had been drafted tohold one he added. “Butit will be under well controlled
ortwo eventsnext year with a 70-carfield, with circumstances. Before they’re allowed outon a
around 30-miles of action. single venue, they have tojump through ahuge
Theaimistoprovide arally for grassroots number of hoops because we don’t want tobe
entrants, with the type of car allowed limited accused of not preparing them should an =
tolow-powered two-wheel-drives and historics.  accidenthappen.”
Currently the Junior 1000 series only Dodd confirmed his support for theidea of a
competes on single-venues such as circuits cost-effective event for the grassroots, adding:
and airfields, but the seriesisinterestedin “Wedoneed an entrylevel event. Weneed to
future gravel events. “We’ve been talkingto getthem from thelikes of road rallyingand
the MSA foryears,” said the Formula 1000 Targastotheforests. An event wherethe
Rally Club’s Tristan Dodd. “Theyneed tobe driverscanlearn, enjoy, and they aren’t
gettingthe skills they need when they gointhe throwing the mortgage atit.
forest and we’ve been working towards that. “Icansee what Jamie [Edwards, R4W]
“Ithink maybe people have seized on the was saying and youneed somethingto L*
juniorside of the eventidea when in actual fact makeforestrallyingachievable.” '
T i T B L e e Al "‘”‘h

Carlisle: RZ issues

Smith gets new
Fiesta R2 chance

BTRDA 1400 frontrunner
Mat Smith has been given
another chancetoshow
whathe candoinanR2
car and will compete on
Saturday’s Grampian Rally.
Smith was one of the
drivers chosen by Swift
Caravans’ Peter Smith to
have a prize drive in his Ford
Fiesta R2 on the Carlisle
Stages, butastoneinthe
calliper broke several rims.
He still scored 16th overall
and second in the B10 class.
“We had one or two issues
when we were out and

Grampian Stages Rally

SEEDED ENTRY LIST

NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
| Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subaru Impreza
| Garry Pearson/Dale Bowen Ford FiestaR5
| Andrew Gallacher/Jane Nicol Ford Focus WRC

Donnie MacDonald/Jamie Edwards [ Ford Fiesta R

Hyundaii20 R5

| Freddie Milne/Patrick \Walsh

Subaru lmpreza WRC |

Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts | MitsubishiLancer

| Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry

Subaru Impreza

| Lawrence Whyte/Paul Beaton

Ford FiestaR5 |

1
2
3
4
5 | John Wink/John Forrest
6
7
8
9
1

0 | Michael Binnie/Claire Mole

Mitsubishi LancerEQ |

Ithink that’s why I've got
another chance,” said Mat.
“Peter was the one who
suggested to have another
go.Iwasdisheartened at the
end of the event, because of
theissueswe’d had, but Matt
[Edwards, whose hire car
Smith will use] was soon
onthephoneaskingif I
wanted to do the Grampian.
“There’s not many who
would do what Pete’s done.
“I'mreally looking
forward toit.I've done the
Border Counties and the
Scottish when I had my

Peugeot 205, but I’ve never
been thatfar north before.”

Meanwhile the battle
for the Scottish Rally
Championship intensifies
onthe Grampian, the
penultimate rally in
the championship.

Andrew Gallacher (Ford
Focus WRC) leads Donnie
MacDonald’s Ford Fiesta
R5by asingle point heading
intothe event.

Perennial frontrunners
Jock Armstrong and Garry
Pearsonreturntoactionas
carsone and two.

Down winner Greer back in a Fiesta for the Ulster after engine rehuild

tryingto get somemiles underthe
carat WRClevel, which we’re happy
enough with as our seasonisnearly
over, there’snoreal panictohavea
new carnow.

“We’lltry and get over and see the
car. Because we'rethatfarintothe
season there’snopanic.”

currently being tested by Citroen
in WRC2 with Stephane Lefebvre
and Yoann Bonato.

“Webought the Fiesta atthe start
of the year with the aim of switching
tothenew Citroen [C3R5]later in
theyear,” added Greer.

“It’sstillabitupintheair, they're

Down Rally winner Jonny Greeris
settoreturntohisusual Ford Fiesta
R5forthe Ulster Rally, after usinga
Citroen DS 3R5to win the June event.

Greerdrove a DS3R5from 2015-
2017but switched to a Fiesta this year
while waiting for the new Citroen C3
R5tobereleased for salelaterin 2018.

After mechanical problems with
the Fiesta onthe Donegal Rally
earlierin June, Greer and co-driver
Kirsty Riddick wereforced back
intoa DS 3, butstill beat a strong
entry onthe MSA Asphalt
Championship event tovictory.

“The Fiesta wasmeanttobeat
the Down Rally but we had anissue
withtheenginein Donegal and we
sentthe engine back [forrepair],”
explained Greer. “Atthe minute
theplanistoswitch back tothe
Fiesta [for the Ulster], the engine
isdueback atthe end of this week.

“It’sgood to have the option of the
Citroenif weneed to. With having
driven the Citroen on the Down Rally
Iwould be happy withitif weneeded
touseitonthe Ulster. Butthe planis
tostick tothe Fiesta.”

Greer still hopesto switch tothe C3,
but confirmed he didn’t feel rushed,
andthecarisn’t yetavailable.Itis

Greer switched to DS
3 and won Down Rally

BARRY MORRIS TAKES MAIDEN WIN ON THE DOGLEAP RALLY
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“Taylor on top %
on Tyneside’ [T9%. B
Rally reports, p27 -

Hickling had
to halt event

AGESER
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The Eastwood and District cars completed the third stage.
" Motor Club’s Phoenix Stages Clerk of the course John

~ hadtobeabandonedlastSunday Hicklingconfirmeditwasa
after only two stages, when difficultdecision, but that
. fireengulfed an adjoining it was completely necessary.

leadingtheeventinhisTEG
Sport-run SubaruImpreza,
and he and asmallnumber of

purposes, and it wastoomuch
of arisk to competitorsand
marshals,” said Hickling after

takingadvicefrom thelocal
fire chief.

“Itwasn’tan easy decisionto
make, after over 30 years when
we haverun 73rallies. It’sthe

stubblefield at the Fulbeck “Itwasadecision wehadto firsttimewehavehadtodothis.” ittothenearby city of Lincoln
| Airfield venue. makereally, to protect further A coupleof carsarethought within 15minutes.
Arron Newby had been usage of the venue, for PR tohave touched the edge of Duetoonly two stages

thefield on stage three, and
duetothetinder conditions,
their exhaust helpedignite

the stubble. It was then fanned
by abreeze.

Itisbelieved to have spread
atfivemetres persecond and a
wind change could have taken

runninginfull, notenough of
the distance was completed for
theresultstobedeclared final.

Ryan MacLennan-grand
nephew of well-known
rallying clerk of the course
Iain ‘Coogie’ Urquhart -
iswalkingthelength of
Vietnamin 2019 and
M-Sportsteppedinto
help him fund the trip.
M-Sportishelping by
auctioningachanceto
. W co-drivethe current
\ BTRDA and British Rally
Championshipleader
Matt Edwards.

‘Coogie’ Urquhart has been misseél

M-Sport auctions co-driver’s seat with BRC leader Edwards

The winner will get the Vietnam next year as well
chance to sit with Edwards as walking the country,
onatestbefore WalesRally  andbidstositalongside
GBin his Ford Fiesta R5. Edwardstohelpraise

‘Coogie’,whopassedaway fundsareopen.
in March, was the clerk of Bids canbedirected to
the courseof theSnowman  William MacLennan on
Rally and a contributor Facebook with the bidding
to Wales Rally GB among settoend on August 14.
many other events. Hisloss Edwardsleads the British
hasbeenfeltin Scottishand Rally Championship by 20
Britishrallying. points over Keith Cronin,

MacLennan will look and the BTRDA by three

tohelpinfrastructurein points on dropped scores.

Irish National Championship back after a break for the heatwave

After an enforced break due
totheextremeheat, theIrish
National Rally Championship
resumes on Sunday with the
Tipperary Stonethrowers Rally
in Clonmel.
Theleadingduointhe points—
Declan Boyle (Ford FiestaR5) and
Joe McGonigle (Mini WRC)-are
both due toline up forthenine-
stage event. It will beround four
of the seriesasthelastround of
the contest, the Sligo Stages, was

postponed due tomelting Tar.

lodged entries as MNN closed for
pressbut were expected to.
Along with Josh Moffett (Ford
Fiesta RS WRC), the quest forthe
titlenow appearstobeathree-
way tussleas Donagh Kelly —
thirdinthe series—hasn’tentered.
Othersontheentryinclude
Daniel Cronin (FiestaR5), the
younger brother of British Rally
champion Keith, 2016 champion

Roy White (Fiesta WRC), Niall
Neither Boyleor McGoniglehad Maguire and Kevin Barrettand
British driver Martyn England
(FiestaR5+). In Group N, Aidan
Wray (Mitsubishi Lancer E10) has/
oppositionfrom Paul Barrettina
similar car and Brian O’Keeffe
(Lancer E9). The modified class
willinclude Ian Barrett (Darrian
T90), Chris Armstrong (Ford
Escort), Adrian Hetherington
(Ford Escort)and Stuart Darcy
(Darrian T90).

James Lepley was leading his class
and just outside the top 10 when the
Phoenix Rally was cancelled last
weekend.Lepley-son of rare rally car
dealer Jason and brother of BTRDA R2
Rallye Cup champion George —was

making his first appearance in a Ford
Escort Mk2 he’d helped to build,
co-driven by Howard Pridmore. He was
fastest two-wheel-drive car on both
stages before the fire took hold and
forced organisers to stop the event.
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THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

“Lack of new &
entrants should =
be a worry”

-

i

he news that 14- to
17-year-olds could be
able to contest forest
rallies is most welcome.
The current scheme
based on single-venue
events and one-litre cars has proved the
viability and attraction of the idea. This
latest initiative would open it up further.

New interest is needed. Even with the
GoMotorsport scheme, rallying and racing
are struggling compared to many other
more prominent and popular sports.

There are currently around 30,000
competition licence holders in the UK. Oddly
enough the same number as over 20 years
ago, in 1996. Although any decline in
numbers appears to have been halted, the
failure to attract significant numbers of
youngsters must be a concern. Despite the
effort being expended on luring newcomers to
the sport, there is still one big obstacle: Cost.

That is one reason so many older
participants are entering and re-entering
the sport in their historic, classic or period
machinery. They have made their money and
can afford it. Take those numbers into account
and the failure to attract more youngsters
becomes even more worrying.

The stagnant number of competition licence
holders reflects the fact that motorsport is
difficult to enter and expensive once you
getthere. It could therefore be argued that
motorsport is inherently unfair. Those with a
bigger budget always have an advantage.

That’s why the cost of participation in this
sport must always be kept under review. The
news that the MSA is considering a review
of the competition seat and seat belt lifing
rule is to be welcomed. Instead of blithely
adopting FIA rules and recommendations,
surely it is up to each individual country’s
own National Sporting Authority to question
whether these are right for the amateur level
sport in their own country.

On that basis, rules require aregular clear-
out. Instead of constantly adding to the
burden we should be seeking ways to change
it and make it more affordable. Road car
autotests and autosolos are a great idea, but
the minute you move away from standard road
cars and add timing and speed to any type of
event, it requires more money to be spent on
personal safety equipment and more car
modifications to be implemented.

Safety is cited as the reason for much of
this, but we all know that motorsport carries
an element of danger. It should be recognised
and understood that this is also part of the
appeal, and despite the risk element,
motorsport has a better safety record than
some other sporting pursuits.

Life without risk is like an engine without a
spark, you need fire and a bang to make it go.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Subaru driver was
on-form at Solway

Solway Coast Rally
By John Fife

Organiser: Solway Car Club When: August 4 Where: Dundrennan

Ranges, Dumfries and Galloway Championships: Scottish Tarmack
Rally Championship, Border Challenge; F1000 Senior Championship

Starters: 72 Stages:8

BN

David Hardie and John McCulloch
were the winners of an action-packed
Solway Coast Rally in their Subaru
Impreza, after drama for the crew that
have won the last six Solway events.
Winners of this event twice before,
Hardie and McCulloch were up against
hotfavourite and five-time winners Mark
McCulloch and co-driver Michael Hendry.
But whenthelatter’s Subaru whacked a
tree atthe end of thefirst stage, their hopes

77

JIE WINSASH
ESMc

for asixth victoryinarow onthis

event were shattered. The sametree on

the outside of a moss-covered bend also
accounted forthe Ford Fiesta R5 of Stephen
Thompson, who finished second here last
year, and the Subaru of Scottish Tarmack
Championship frontrunner Ian Paterson.

“When the carinitially understeered
andthen gripped, IthoughtI had caught
it,” said Thompson. “But then the back
end just brokeaway.”

Thatleft Lee Hastings and Alistair Wylie
totakeupthechase. Ensuring that Hardie
wasnever able torelax they finished just 21
seconds adriftin their Impreza. Rounding
off the top three were Gordon Morrison
and Calum MacPherson who just managed
tohold off Ian Forgan on thefinal stage.

Forganhad been drivingall day without

=

h L e

theanti-lagonhis Subaru: “It’s toofierce
atthe wrongtimes,” hesaid. “It’sextremely
slippery on the mossy surfaces under
thetrees.”

Robert Adamson scored the best result
of his career with fifth in his Skoda Fabia
S2000 while John Marshall finished sixth
inarally which he was wishing afterwards
hehadn’tstarted. He was still recuperating
from three brokenribsincurred inawater
skiingaccident.

Firsttime out this year, Richard Dickson
was seventh in his Subaruahead of the
first of the two-wheel-drive runners—Colin
Gemmell his Ford Escort Mk2.

Onceagain, the 1600s were mixing it with
the bigger machinery. Stewart Dodds
scored a hugely impressive ninth placein
hisNova while Michael Harbour was 10th

in his Citroen C2, although George
Ross Auld lost out when his Ford Escort
broke a halfshaft.

Thefiercebutfriendly rivalry
experienced by Hardie and McCulloch
iseasily explained: Hardie’s co-driver
isMark McCulloch’sdad.

Minis claimed the top two spotson the
historicrally as Ray Cunningham took a
two-minute win from Clive King.

Results

1 David Hardie/John McCulloch (Subaru Impreza) 36m41s; 2 Lee
Hastings/Alistair Wyliie (Impreza) +21s; 3 Gordon Morrison/ Calum
MacPherson (Impreza); 4 lan Forgan/ Chris Lees (Impreza); 5 Robert
Adamson/Jane Nicol (Skoda Fabia); 6 John Marshall/ Scott Crawford
(Impreza); 7 Richard Dickson/Roger Alcorn (Impreza); 8 Colin Gemmell/
Tom Hynd (Ford Escort Mk2); 9 Stewart Dodds/Robin Neil (Vauxhall
Nova); 10 Michael Harbour/lan MacDougall (Citroen G2 R2 MAX).
Class winners: Dodds/ Neil, Harbour/ MacDougall, Michael Robertson/
Murray Milne (Honda Civic), Gemmell/ Hynd, Dickson/Alcorn,

Hardie/ McCulloch.
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Elliot brings the
Solway Payne

Solway Coast
Junior Rally
By John Fife

Organiser: Solway Car Club When: August
4 Where: Dundrennan Ranges, Dumfries
and Galloway Championships: Junior
Formula 1000 Starters: 72 Stages: 8

Citroen C1 carsfilled the
topfour placesinthe
Junior event with Elliot
Payne and Simon Rogers
claiming victory by five
seconds from Edward
Lewisand Sam Bilham.

The duo wererarely
morethan3saparton
each stage, although
both managed a couple
of overshoots which
could have caused the
resultto go either way.

Ioan Lloyd was third
and Rob Wilson fourth
with the first of the
‘home’ crews, Johnnie
Mackay finishing fifth
in his Suzuki Alto.

Top seed Sam Adams
smacked a water butt
which then pitched his
Skoda Citigo through a
fence and Lewis Haining
had afan comeloose
which punctured his
car’sradiator.

The eventisoneof the
favourites asthe juniors
are—unusually —allowed
touseroutenotes.

Results

1 Elliot Payne/Simon John Rogers
(Citroen C1) 42m 58s; 2 Edward Lewis/
Sam Bilham (Citroen C1) +5s; 3 loan
Lloyd/Jonathan Jackson (Citroen C1);
4 Rob Wilson/Martin Haggett (Citroen
C1); 5 Johnnie Mackay/ Gordon Reid
(Suzuki Alto); 6 Rob Cotton/ Chris
Williams (Toyota iQ).
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A stalwart of British motorsport for 50 years, Boh Simpson is still going strong. By Stefan Mackley

Racing With' the ) BOB SIMPSON’S
number 50 in 2018 750 FORMULA TITLES

VAR DLW

HITS 750 FORMULA HALF-CENTURY i A

ery few drivers
canclaimto
have spent
half-a-century
continuously
competingin
motorsport-—
even fewer still can boast
credentials of havingraced
inthe same seriesfor all those
o0 years.

ButBob Simpsonis one of them,
as2018 marks50yearssincehe
madehis debutin the 750 Motor
Club’s 750 Formula having first
beenintroduced to the series
when he watched it duringthe
1960s at Brands Hatch.

From beatingDamon Hilltoa
Driver of the Day accolade and
being presented with a trophy
by three-time Formula 1 world
champion Jack Brabham,
Simpson hasseen and doneitall
including being very successful.

“T’dalwaystaken aninterestinit
[motorracing]fromateenagerI
suppose, watching Stirling Moss,
Jim Clark and Brabham,” he says.

“My dad was always interested
initandhisfather, althoughInever
methim, heused tobeamechanic
atBrooklands. Sohe[Bill] always
followed motorracingandIjust
sortof carried onreally.

“Weused togotoBrands Hatch

e

spectatinginthe’60s, we used to be
down there most weekends. I thought
we could probably manage todothat
[compete], I've only ever doneit on
arealtightbudget,it’sonly beena
hobby assuchit’snot been anything
otherthanthat.”

Ahobbyitmaybebutit’soneat
which Simpson hashad considerable
success with since hisfirst meeting at
awet Castle Combein 1968 usingan
Austin-based car.

With ever-changingregulations
and constant evolution of the cars,
Simpson hasadapted and clinched
four championships across four
decades—allinmachines of his
owndesignandall dubbed a
Simpson Special.

“I'veonly madefour cars,none
of them have ever lasted verylong,”
adds Simpson. “One of them went
ontowinthe championship afew
timesonce we’d sold it. Itended up
beingabit of thorninourside
becauseitkept beatingus!”

Hisfirst triumph came in 1978,
thefirst year for the second
Simpson creation before he won
thetitleagainin 1980.

Duringthat seasonheand hisdad -
who competed alongside himin the
early years—created their third car
which would eventually goon to
claim titlehonoursin 1989 as well
as countless wins and podiums.

Third Simpson Special was created in 1980 and won title in 1989

e - o/
Family support at race meetings

Simpson says: “The ’80s werereally
good times for us, not topping the
Formulabut we wereracingat the
sharpend, biggrids—-30peopleat
leastonthe grid—andinthe’80s
we wereneverreally out of the top
three inthe majority of theraces.”

In 2003, he clinched whatremains
hismostrecenttitle and lastforthe
Reliant-powered cars as the 750
Formulaswitched to Fiats for the
following season.

“Thefirst 10 years were the hardest,
learninghow to keep the cars going
and keep the engines going more
than anythingelse because we were
running aReliant engineforaload
of years,” recalls Simpson.

“Itwasquiteafragilelittleengine
soittookusalongtimetolearnall
thetrickstokeepthatengine going

Simpson built
his own car

and of course now, because we've
moved ontothe Fiat,it’'salot easier
for peopletokeepthem going. It’s
notsotrickyasaReliantused tobe.”

Butdoesthe 71-year-old have
anyregrets about never competing
inanother series or different types
of cars? “I'venodesiretomove to
faster carsoranythinglikethat,”
hesays.

“It’samatter of tryingtoget
myself and my own car goingas
quickasIcan.I'venodesireto
changeformulas,I’venotreally
hadthemoneytodoitanyway.”

Sofarin2018 Simpson has
competedinfiverounds of the 750
Formula Championship, takinga
bestresult of fourth placefourtimes
duringthe course of the season.

Hesitsfourth in the standings

afterthelatestracesat Cadwell
Parklastmonth.

And Simpsonis showingnosigns
of stoppingahobby whichisas
muchabouttheracingasitis
about the family atmosphere at
each event.

“I'mstill really enjoying my racing,
the atmospherein the paddockis
brilliant, Ienjoy goingtotherace
meetingsasmuch asanythingelse,
Iseemto get motivated [goingto
them],” hesays.

“Beingin the garageisthething
that takes the motivation [away] most
of thetime, doingsilly little jobs.

“Iwasaplumber and electrician,
I’'venothad any connection with
themotortrade.Idoitasan amateur
hobby, it’sbeen keptasahobby and
I’'vethoroughly enjoyedit.” ®

8 An Austin-based
B car was the first
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sthediscipline
of rallycross
hasgrown
exponentially
inrecentyears,
the influx of
manufacturer
supportforteamshasinevitably
broughtahostof new facesinto
the paddock.

But, among the sea of new blood,
alargenumber of the old guard still
hold apresence. The most successful
driverinrallycross, Kenneth Hansen,
playsasportingrolein Peugeot’s
effort while formerdouble European
champion Lars Larsson works
together with OMSE owner Andreas
Eriksson. Anotherformer EuroRX
champion, Jussi Pinomaki, operates
Marcus Gronholm’s GRX team.

Those stalwarts of the sporthave
seenitall. But, even former European
Supercar event-winner Tommy
Kristoffersson didn’tthink his
championship-leading son Johan
couldfight his way back into victory
contention from ninth overall at the
end of day onein Canadalastweekend.

The target at that stagewasfor
Kristoffersson Jrto try and make the
top fourin qualifying toget on the front
row of the grid in the semis and make
thefinalin damage-limitation mode.

Despite his domination before
the Trois-Rivieres weekend,
Kristoffersson was, and still is, yet
to getapole position slotfromthe
random Q1 grid-draw. At Trois-
Rivieres, Kristoffersson washanded
anoutside grid positionfor @1. And,
without the straight-line advantage the
PSRX team’s Volkswagen Motorsport-
built Polo R Supercarhadheld 12
monthsago, he wasn’tabout tomake
itthrough thefirst cornerfirstand
thus spent the opening two sessions
stuckin traffic.

Meanwhile, on the back of a positive
testin Peugeot’s new 208 WRX in
Latvialast month, Sebastien Loeb set
thefastesttimeinboth Q1 and Q2to
lead overnight. Not comfortable with
Polo onthelongloose-surface section
of thelap, Kristoffersson used team-
mate Petter Solberg’s data tofind both
asuitable set-up forhis car and some
performancefrom himself. Against the
odds, he won the startand hisracein
Q3fromsecond onthe grid to secure
polefor Q4, while Loeb and Audidriver
Mattias Ekstrom cametogether atthe
jokerlap exitin their Q3race with the
Frenchmanlosing almost 20 seconds
while Ekstromretired.

Frompolein Q4, Kristoffersson again
won the startand wasneverheaded. He
claimed pole for semi-final one by a
single qualifying point from Loeb,
before makingthebest start to win.

Solbergmeanwhile, who had started
alongside, had to battle hisway to
finish third. Hehad taken an early
joker and ran behind Niclas Gronholm
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Kristoffersson took
! his sixth 2018 win

for much of the encounterin another

strong showingfor the GRX team.
Makingthe start order for the semis

looklike an entry list, with the VWs

ground behind the ailing Audi and
was passed by his team-mate. Loeb
then made an uncharacteristicerror
indry conditions and crashed into the

FIAWorld Rallycross Championship round 7/12
When: August4/5Where:Trois-Rivieres, Canada Starters:49

CAR TIME

POS | DRIVER

onrow onein semi-one, Peugeot pilots wall on the outside of the penultimate 1 Johan Kristoffersson Volkswagen Polo 5m00.190s
Hansen and Loebfilled the semi-two corner and spun. He was collected by 2 | Timmy Hansen Peugeot 208 +0.696s
frontrow. But, it was Audidriver Janis Baumanis, who then beat Loeb 3 Sebastien Loeb Peugeot 208 +2.147s
Andreas Bakkerud who made the totheline as Loeb cut thefinal left- 4 Mattias Ekstrom Audi St +3.366s
best start from row two in semifinal hand kink and was given a five-second 3 Petter Solberg Volkswagen Polo +4.038s
two and squeezed between the 208sin penalty post-race. 6 Janis Baumanis Ford Fiesta +9.950s

theruntoTurn1totakethelead,as
Kevin Hansen also gotinvolved. But,
Bakkerud had broken hisleft-rear
suspensioninthe move and, despite
holding on until the start of lap three,
he dropped back and eventually
finished fourth.
Hansen had seen Bakkerud’s issues
and removed himself from the traffic
withan astute joker, but Loebhadlost

Had Bakkeruddragged hiscarto
thefinish 1.5seconds quicker, he
could have been elevated to thefinal
atLoeb’sdemise.

Having seen Bakkerud’smovein
the semi, Kristoffersson and Timmy
Hansen worked together to close the
gapatthestartof thefinal. Ekstrom
ranthird onlap oneas Solberg
slammed the door on Loeb, the pair
havingstarted on the back row.

ARX Supercar: 1 Scott Speed (VW Beetle); 2 Tanner Foust (VW Beetle); 3 Ken Block (Ford Focus); 4 Patrik Sandell (Subaru WRX
STI); 5 Chris Atkinson (Subaru WRX STI); 6 Steve Arpin (Ford Focus).

RX2: 1 Oliver Eriksson; 2 Guillaume De Ridder +2.721s; 3 Cole Keatts; 4 Vasily Gryazin; 5 Sami-Matti Trogen; 6 Conner Martell.
ARX2 Round 2: 1 Martell; 2 Christian Brooks +2.563s; 3 Travis PeCoy; 4 Cabot Bigham; 5 James Rimmer; 6 Keatts.

ARX2 Round 3:1 Martell; 2 Brooks +0.845s; 3 Alex Keyes; 4 Rimmer; 5 Scott Anderson; 6 Fraser McConnell.

Speed profits as Foust has a torrid event

Scott Speed won the third round fellow former WRC driver Chris

Bakkerud wasruled out at the semi-final stage with suspension damage

Hansen then clipped the wall on the
inside of Turn5intheroughloose
section and had a half-spin. He held
onto the wayward 208 and remained
second but had allowed Kristoffersson
aone-second gap he would maintain
fromthefront of thefield to score his
sixth win from seven.

Solbergjokered from fifth onlap two
but was covered off by Ekstrom and
then Hansen on laps three and four.
Loeb climbed to second before dropping
back down to third when hetook a
lap-five joker behind Kristoffersson.
Hansen, who admitted tonot having
pushed ashard ashemighthaveto
ensureapodium finishin aluck-limited
season, closed the gap atthe end of the
final, leaving him wondering what
might have been. Loebreturnedtothe
podium while Ekstrom held off Solberg
for fourth and Baumanis was sixth.

of the Americas Rallycross
Championship at Trois-Rivieres
toincrease hislead in the standings
over Volkswagen Andretti team-
mate Tanner Foust.

Foust had crashed out heavily in
Q2 while trying to pass Ken Block
atTurn2and thenretired from Q3
with collapsed front suspension.

From the second row of the grid
in thefinal, Foust passed Block
into Turn 1 and then followed
Speed until hislapfive joker.

Speed then took his joker onlap
sixand maintained thelead to win
his second round in arow. Block
completed the podium in arevised
version of the Ford Focus RS RX he
racedin World RX in 2016 and 2017.

Patrik Sandell finished best of the
Subarurunnersinfourth, ahead of

Atkinson. Jacques Villeneuve made
hisreturn torallycross with the
Vermont SportsCar-run Subaru
team but struggled before retiring
from the semi-finals with technical
issues. British driver Oliver Bennett
alsoretired in the semi-finals.
American Conner Martell came
close to winning every support
category final of the weekendina
double-header for ARX2 and the
Canadian RX2round, which
both use Supercar Lites machines.
He won the two ARX2finalsfrom
Christian Brooks and challenged
eventual RX2 winner Oliver
Erikssonforthelead of thefinal
buthit the tyre wall on the inside
of Turn 5 andretired. Guillaume
DeRidder and Cole Keattsmadeit
an OlsbergsMSE podium lock-out.
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Haigh and Adam take win and championship lead. By James Newbold

OPTIMUM ON TOP-=

LATEPASS SEALS VIGTORY FORAS TON DuUo

Astons had the
edge at Brands

T
ollesse

ed by 12.3seconds,
omfortably enough
tonegate the 10s success penalty
sheand Jonny Adam had earned for
finishingthird at Spalast time out.
Butonlap 18, thatadvantage was cut
tonothingasthe safety car appearedto

allow for therecovery of Graham Roberts’

GT4Ginettaat Sheene. Haigh’shard work
had been fornaught and Optimum was
staring at defeat on a weekend that
looked to be theirs for the taking.

“Our chins were on the ground,”
admitted Adamlater.

But clearly the two-time champion
hadn’tread the script, as come the
chequeredflagit was Optimum ontop

slap17tickedbyat of the podium. It was in command of
BrandsHatch, the the standings for the first time since
Flick Haigh-driven the Oulton season opener, after Adam’s
Optimum Motorsport late pass on Jonny Cocker denied the
Aston Martin Vantage 2004 champion and co-driver Sam

de Haan their first win of the year.

Atthestart, Haigh converted poletoan
earlylead overthe Beechdean Vantage
of Andrew Howard and Spa winner
Graham Davidson’s similar Jetstream
model, which had a 20s penalty of its
owntoserveatthestops. Davidson then
caught Howard napping attherestartto
snatch second, although another safety
carinterruptiontorepair tyrebarriers
onthepitstraight-pummelled by Mike
Newbould’s HHC Ginetta —effectively
ended his prospects.

That was even before a “foreign object”,

understood tobe a piece of kerbing,
penetrated the windscreen during team-
mate Maxime Martin’s stint and forced

the Belgian’s unscheduled hospital visit.

Whentheraceresumed forasecond
time, Haigh had enoughleftin the tank
in thefourlaps priorto the pit window for
Adam toemerge ahead of the Beechdean
car,now with Darren Turner at the wheel.
The delayed Barwell Lamborghini
Huracan of Phil Keen (in for Jon
Minshaw)was behind also, hampered by
havingthefinal garagein the congested
pitlane and was forced to waitforagapin
thetrain of carstoappear.

As Optimum team manager Bas
Leindersputit, having the first pit bay
meant “the 10seconds wasn’tthatbiga
penalty, it wasmorelike three or four
intheend”.

Yet that still left Adam behind the second
Barwell car of Cocker, who had benefitted
from an overcut after de Haan had comein
alaplaterthantheresttoaclear pitlane.

With Turner managing an unstablerear

end and focused on keeping Keen behind -
until the pre-event pointsleader was
forced toretire whenradiator debris
caused hisenginetooverheat— Adam
escaped and set about trackingthe

leader for several laps without finding
achinkinhisarmour.

Optimum engineer Evert van Doorn
was prepared to settle for second with
Minshaw/Keen out of the picture, but
Adamdidn’t want to give up the chase
and wasrewarded for his persistence
when Cocker’s tyresfell away. Sure
enough, Cocker ran wide on the exit of
Westfield withfourlapstogoandina
flash, Adam was alongside and gone.

“My engineer was telling me ‘remember
points are key’ but when that opportunity
aroseitwasgameon,” said Adam. “I
could havelet Jonny go, butIjust
wanted to keep putting the pressure
ontoseeif he would crack. Uptothen he

was bulletproof, he was driving so well
usingthetrafficreally nicely. It was ju
that onemistake.”

Behind Cocker, still searchingfor
hisfirst British GT win since Thruxtor
2007, Turner’sloose grip on third was
finally ended by Brands debutant Nick
Thiim, who capitalised on traffic at
Clearways and slipped ahead of the TF
Sport Aston Martin ontheruntoPadd
Hill Bend, alsofour laps from home.

It capped a good recovery for TF Spor
from the back of the grid, after Farmer
had spunintothe gravel at Paddock on
hisfirsttimed qualifyinglap. It was als
ajustreward for TF after preparing th
Blancpain chassis thathad entered the
Spa 24 Hours the previous weekend wt
Farmer’sfire at Spa caused toomuch
damagetothe primary chassis.

“Ifeel sosorry for Jon Minshaw,
butit’sjustlivened up thefinal stagesc

ROUND-UP

Nicolai Kjaergaard kept his slim chances
of winning the BRDC British F3
Championship alive after taking his third
victory of the season and cutting the points
gap to leader Linus Lundqyvist.

Carlin was the team to beat on the
Brands Hatch Grand Prix Circuit, locking
out four of the first five spots in qualifying
with reigning British Formula 4 champion
Jamie Caroline taking pole ahead of
Kjaergaard and Billy Monger.

With passing aboard the F3 car almost
impossible around the GP layout due to
the ‘dirty air’ produced by the car in front,
the start to all three races proved crucial.

Lundqvist made “probably the best start
of my season” to surge through from fourth
to second by Paddock Hill in the opener,
the Double R driver diving to the inside of
Kjaergaard in a breathtaking move.

But Caroline, subbing for Clement
Novalak again who was out with ahand
injury, led throughout to take his second

win in two meetings — ahead of Lundqvist
and Kjaergaard.

“It's never easy to win but it's easier
knowing that the car was there and it was
down to me to get the job done,” said
Caroline, who took victory in race two
at Spa-Francorchamps last month.

“We got heat in the tyres to get a gap at
the start and | was just managing it.”

Inthe fully-reversed grid second race,
Jamie Chadwick took her first victory in the
series and made history by becoming the
first female driver to win a BRDC British F3
race. The Douglas Motorsport driver started
fourth and made her up way up to second by
the end of the opening lap where she sat
behind Double R’'s Pavan Ravishankar.

But the Singaporean had picked up a
10-second penalty for a jump-start, and
despite taking victory on the road was
demoted to 10th and promoted Chadwick
to the top step.

“l knew that he [Ravishankar] was going to

geta penalty but | was hoping it would be a
drive-through so | could get my head down
and | wanted to win on the road,” she said.

“When I'm on the money, | know | can be
the quickest or one of the quickest.

“It shows that it's possible [to win] and
nothing to do with my gender.”

Double R's Krish Mahadik, who took his
first and currently only win in the series
during the same race 12 months ago,
finished second with Lanan Racing’s
Kush Maini third as the title-contenders
struggled to make progress — Kjaergaard
ninth and Lundqvist 11th.

Kjaergaard took a lights-to-flag victory in
the third and final race having started from
pole, while Caroline jumped Lundqyist
at the start from third to finish runner-up.

Despite this being the first weekend
where Lundqvist didn'’t claim a single win,
his lead was only cut by nine points to
111 with two meetings remaining.

“Unfortunately that's the case [first

weekend not to win] but it's been a solid
weekend,” said the Swede.

“We got two podiums which is not a bad
result, maybe we didn't maximise speed
but there's still two more rounds to go.”

The Caterham Seven 420Rs produced
the best racing action of the weekend, as
seven cars were in contention for the win in
the opener until the closing laps. Danny
Winstanley used his experience to avoid
the mayhem around him and out-dragged
Will Smith to the line by just 0.036s.

In the second race, both Winstanley and
Smith managed to break the tow of the
chasing pack, with Smith eking outto a
narrow win from Winstanley — who
extended his lead at the top of the points.

Harry King made the drop down from the
Ginetta GT4 Supercup to compete in the
G40 Cup, replacing Jamie Hopkins at Elite
Motorsport for this one round, and took a
hat-trick of wins. In the opening two races
he was out-dragged to Paddock by

champion-elect Tom Golding but retook
the lead before the end of the lap each time.
Race three, with the top eight reversed,
proved more troublesome but he overcame
the seven cars ahead of him to lead by lap
five. Golding did enough with three runner-
up spots to claim the title.

Mark Ashworth took one of his most
enjoyable victories aboard his TVR
Grantura Mk3 inthe Equipe GTS race,
taking the lead on the final lap from Jack
Rawles’s Austin Healey Mk2 as the latter
struggled with overheating.

Inthe Tin Tops and Modified Saloon
races, Rod Birley had to limp home third in
the opener aboard his Ford Escort after it
lost boost despite qualifying ahead of his
nearest rival by 4.4s. Adrian Bradley won
in his BMW M3. In the second race, Birley
was beaten by the Holden Commodore of
Alex Sidwell, who'd missed the opening
race with a plug lead failure.

Stefan Mackley

Chs
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the championshipnoend,” Farmer said.

Thetopfourteamsarestillin witha
chance of thetitle at Donington Park, but
thereisnodoubting whoisontop. Even
with a 20s penalty to serve, Adam and
Haigh hold ahandsome 17.5-point buffer
over Minshaw/Keen and if their ongoing
appeal of a 30-second post-race penalty
fromthefirstrace at Snetterton that
dropped them from fourth toninthis
successful, thetitlereally will be
Optimum’stolose.

“It’sprobably the best thatit’sfeltall
year long, whichisanicebit of timing
because Donington will be crucial,”
Adamsaid. “We’ve got a hefty penalty
butI’drather gothereleading with the
way the caris performing than go
theretrailingbehind.”

Inscorching 27-degree temperatures,
Optimum have turned up the heat
onthe championshipfight.

British GT Championship GT3 (73 laps) 1 Flick Haigh/
Jonny Adam (Optimum Motorsport Aston Martin V12
Vantage); 2 Sam de Haan/Jonny Cocker (Barwell
Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan) +4.688s; 3 Mark
Farmer/Nicki Thiim (TF Sport Aston Martin); 4 Andrew
Howard/Darren Turner (Beechdean AMR Aston Martin);

5 Lee Mowle/Yelmer Buurman (ERC Sport Mercedes-AMG
GT3); 6 Derek Johnston/Marco Sorensen (TF Sport Aston
Martin). Fastest lap Sorensen 1m26.545s (101.21 mph).
Pole Adam/Haigh. Starters 10. Points (after 8/9
rounds) 1 Adam/Haigh 139.5; 2 Phil Keen/Jon Minshaw
(Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan) 122; 3 Thiim/
Farmer 121; 4 Buurman/Mowle 113; 5 Sorensen/Johnston
100; 6 Turner/Howard 87.5

GT4 (69 laps) 1 Graham Johnson/Mike Robinson (Balfe
Motorsport McLaren 570S GT4); 2 Ben Green/Ben Tuck
(Century Motorsport BMW M4 GT4) +5.981s; 3 Kelvin
Fletcher/Martin Plowman (Ultratek Nissan 370Z GT4); 4
Nick Jones/Scott Malvern (Team Parker Racing Mercedes
AMG GT4); 5 David Pattison/Joe Oshorne (Tolman
Motorsport McLaren); 6 Patrik Matthiesen/ Callum Pointon
(HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4). Fastest lap Matt
Nicoll-Jones (Academy Motorsport Aston Martin Vantage
GT4) Tm33.747s (93.44 mph). Pole Dean Macdonald/Jack
Mitchell (Century BMW). Starters 19. Points: 1 Mitchell
118; 2 Tuck/ Green 108; 3 Pointon/ Matthiesen 104.5;

4 Charlie Fagg/ Michael 0'Brien (Tolman Motorsport McLaren)
95; 5 Nicoll-Jones/Will Moore 87; 6 Malvern/Jones 72.5.
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While Graham Johnson and Mike
Robinson finally ended their streak
of badluck to stop a barren spell
stretching back to Donington Park
last year, all the action was going on
behind them as early leaders Ben
Green/Ben Tuck madeitback to
second onthefinallaptosetupa
fascinating title showdown with
Century Motorsport team-mate
Jack Mitchell.

Unlike thelastround at Spa, where

Mitchell and Dean Macdonald

required a fortuitously timed safety

cartowin, Century’s BMW M4s
had aclear pace advantage over the
McLaren 570S at Brands Hatch. But

two safety car spells turned therace

infavour of the Pro-Am entrants
who benefitted from 30-second
shorter pitstops than their Silver-
Silver counterparts.

Startingdown in 13th, Johnson
made good progress early on to
run 10th and second of the Pro-Am
runners. He was behind Richard
Williams in the returning Steller
Motorsport Toyota GT86, when
Graham Roberts’ Team Hard
Ginettafound the gravel at Sheene,
eliminating the advantage built by
Green and poleman Macdonald at
the head of thefield.

Another safety car—thistimeto

BRDC British Formula 3 Race 1 (14 laps)

1 Jamie Caroline (Carlin); 2 Linus Lundquist

(Double R) +2.958; 3 Nicolai Kjaergaard (Carlin);

4 Billy Monger (Carlin); 5 Sun Yue Yang (Carlin);

6 Kush Maini (Lanan). Fastest lap Kjaergaard
1m21.844s (107.03mph). Pole Caroline. Starters 16.
Race 2 (13 laps) 1 Jamie Chadwick (Douglas); 2
Krish Mahadik (Double R) +0.439s; 3 Kush Maini
(Lanan); 4 Sasakorn Chaimongkol (Hillspeed); 5 Arvin
Esmaeili (Douglas); 6 Jusuf Owega (Hillspeed). FL
Monger Tm22.331s (106.39mph). P Ben Hurst
(Hillspeed). S 16. Race 3 (14 laps) 1 Kjaergaard; 2
Caroline +0.414s; 3 Lundquist; 4 Tom Gamble
(Fortec); 5 Monger; 6 Maini. FL Kjaergaard 1m22.604s
(106.04mph). P Kjaergaard. S 16. Points (after 18/24
rounds) 1 Lundquist 473; 2 Kjaergaard 362; 3 Maini
321; 4 Gamble 302; 5 Mahadik 261; 6 Manuel
Maldonado (Fortec) 240.

Caterham Seven 420R
Race 1: Danny Winstanley
Race 2: Will Smith

Ginetta G40 Cup

Race 1: Harry King
Race 2: Harry King
Race 3: Harry King

Equipe GTS
Mark Ashworth (TVR Grantura Mk3)

Tin Tops/Modified Saloons
Race 1: Adrian Bradley (BMW M3)
Race 2: Alex Sidwell (Holden Commodore)

Ginetta Racing Drivers Club
Race 1: James Crawshaw
Race 2: James Crawshaw

dwick took maiden win in British F3 and became first female to win in series

{
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S safety car helped
Johnson/Robinson

WINLESS STREAK COMES T0 AN END

rebuild the tyre barriers on the pit
straight after Mike Newbould’s HHC
Motorsport Ginettamade contact
with Paul Vice’s Invictus Games
Jaguar-compounded Century’s
problems and looked set to play

into the hands of Williams/

Sennan Fielding.

That was until an optimistic look
around the outside of Finlay
Hutchison’s Equipe Verschuur
McLaren at Graham Hill Bend left
the door open for Patrik Matthiesen
(HHC Ginetta), the resulting contact
leaving Williams facing the wrong
way and Johnson in the pound seat.

Despite severe understeer,
Robinson brought the car home for
Balfe Motorsport’sfirst win in GT4,
ararebright momentin atough
season for the 2016 champions.

“Tonly ever give hugsoutona
championship but today there were
hugs given out!” Johnson said.

“Theback of the car has been very
attractive this year and we’ve only
had three finishes untilnow. We’ve
had pace all year, but you wouldn’t
notice because we’ve had such
misfortune, so tofinally come out
and showitisjustarelief.”

Tuck had rejoined fifth, but was
soon past Joe Osborne—whose
Tolman McLarenrequired an

overnight engine change—and
closing on the battle for second
between Martin Plowman’s Ultratek
Nissan (started by Kelvin Fletcher)
and the Team Parker Racing
Mercedes of Scott Malvern

(infor Nick Jones).

Malvern was quickest of the Pros
in qualifying and soon testing
Plowman’s defences, but couldn’t
make his pace advantage pay.
Plowman repeatedly rallied
Malvern’s attacks until Tuck
caught the pair of them with two
lapsto goand shot past the Merc
ontheruntoHawthorn.

But Tuck wasn’tfinished, an
error from Plowman at Sheene on
the finallap allowed him to complete
aswitchback move on the exit of
Clearways—with two wheels on the
grass—snatching second on theline,
as Plowman held onto third by 0.059s.

With Mitchell/Macdonald only
seventh, there are just 10 points
between the Century team-mates
headingto Donington, with a
further three crews still in
mathematical contention.

“Ialmost can’t believeit, it feels
likea win,” said Tuck. “It’snot the
first time we’ve been held back by
the safety car, soitfeels good. It feels
like justice to get the podium.”

Pass for lead came ¢
four laps from flag

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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David Evans lifts the lid on how Britain’s showpiece event could revolutionise itself

Andrew Kellitt has put thought into

hatgood’sa
visionary without
aclean sheet

of paper?

The chatter about
theroute for this
year’s Wales Rally
GB gotusthinking... whatif? What if we supplied
the paper, could the sport bring the vision?

It could. In the shape of Rally GBroute
co-ordinator Andrew Kellitt.

Now, worth noting, while we’ve turned our
thinking towards blue skies, we have tethered
AKtocurrent World Rally Championship
regulations. Sort of.

Takeadeepbreath and divein.

Brenig has been powerstage atRally GB

route

Leftfieldit might be, but the resultis superb.
And, surely, a sport-wide talking point.

Thistheoretical route combines a superb
sporting challenge with unrivalled promotional
potential and no shortage of old-school appeal.
Butit’sradical. It’sradical in terms of geography,
logistics, funding and anything else we’ve ever
seenin the World Rally Championship.

“We’reincredibly fortunate tohave a superb
relationship with Wales,” says Kellitt. “We’ve
been based in Cardiff and Deeside for the last
18 yearsand in that time we’ve builtupahuge
following for thisrally in that part of the world.

“Thefirst day of thisnew event would have
tobein Wales.

“But, before we getinto where thefirstdayis
going, weneed todecide whenit’s goingtorun. I
don’tmean what time of the year,Imean which
daysof the week?”

This storyisabout challenging convention. Not
for the sake of challengingit, but because every
now and then it’s worth asking the questions we
haven’t asked for a while. Questionslike? Why
Friday-Saturday-Sunday?

WRC Promoter willimmediately come back
atuswith the cast-ironrule that the powerstage
hastoscreen at the sametimefor every event.
It’sthe promoter’s bigticketitem and shifting
the time for that would involve significant
compromise among worldwide broadcasters.

But whatif the trade-off was better-than-ever

promotion elsewhere on the event? That,
I'msure, would get Kellitt and hisRally GB
colleaguestothetable totalk WRC waivers.

“I'vehad thisideain the back of my headfor
alongtime,” says Kellitt. “It’s the most workable
way of taking therally back to whatit used to
be, astraight-lineroute visitingnumerous
partsof the country.”

You heard himright.

“Theplan comes off the back of watching
bikeraces, the big Tours, which are always held
up asthemodel forrunningalinearroute,” he
continues. “Istarted to think about what we
mightneed and could we make it work?
Undoubtedly, it would be more expensive than
keepingtherallyin one place, buttakingit
tothree very different parts of the UK would
open us up to huge swathes of the population
and potential fundingregions.

“WhatIhaveisaworkingideainmyhead which
startsfrom, well, it could start from wherever we
wanted it to, within reason. AsImentioned, aday
in Walesisagreat placetostart.

“Immediately, I've got to explain thelogistics of
theidea. There’snomain service park, no central
service on thisroute. We would encourage all of
the teams to utilise thelong-haul-style of Kits,
whichrequires considerably less set-up and
dismantle time-that’s vital tothe plan.

“Iunderstand alot of theteams willbe upin

. armsatthe prospect of not taking their European
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hospitality structures and I completely
understand that—which is why we would
look to provide a similar style of temporary
structure which could be used by all teams
and event sponsorsfor hospitality at each of
thethreemajorhalts.”

Major halt? It’s time to put some meat on the
bone, Andrew. Thisis probably agood time to
give us theroute overview. How will those
threedayslook?

“Day one’s Wales; day two’s Kielder moving
north through the Scottish Borders and day
threeisthe Trossachs and possibly across
toPerthshire.

“Every aspect of the event moves from day-to-
dayinthe same way it does for the Tour de France.
When theteamsfirst arrivein Britain, the trucks
will stop off somewhere accessible for the Welsh
stages. This could still be Deeside, but that makes
thefirst day more complicated than it needs tobe.
Oritcould be somewherelike Telford or
Shrewsbury-which would makeitreally easy to
getinto Walesfor theday.

“Youmight think those towns are a bit small,
but weneed tothink of thisasasatellite base
fortheteams. Animmediate hit for population
would be to take a superspecial through
Wolverhampton or even Birmingham on the
Thursday night. But, once shakedown’s done,
theteams are away and taking their kit north.

By thetimethe car goesintothefirststagein
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Loch Ard: When Kris Meeke
drove this stage on the Rally
of Scotland, he loved it

_—

Wales, all the teams’ command centre and the
rally controlis upin Windermere trackingit
remotely. The teams don’tneed anybody on the
ground in Wales, but we would have exactly the
same safety organisationin placeasever.

“We’d belooking at around 100 kilometres [62
miles] through Wales—nothing vastly different to
what we donow. The cars would be out of the town
base early, there’s still areasonable trek acrossto
the woods, and then go through mid-Wales taking
in stageslike Hafren, Dyfi, the usual placesand
then onupintonorth Wales for Penmachno and
Clocaenog. By early afternoon Friday, the cars
would arrive in theloading zone in Ruthin.

“The cars goontoaseries of transportersand
set off immediately for Windermere in the Lakes.
The crews then getinto the sort of tour buses we
seethe cyclists use on the Tour of Britain. Inthese

' buses, they can get somerest, watch their onboard

videosfrom therecce, debrief with engineers,
eatand sleep.

“Whilethey’re ontheir way up theroad, the
team has already set up the servicefacility. At
around eightin the evening, the cars are unloaded
from the transporter on the outskirts of the Lakes
and driven into Windermere by the crews.

“Theteams are given the usual 45-minute
service before bed. Day two starts with Grizedale
before heading for Kielder and more of the
classics such as Bewshaugh, Wauchope and
thennorthintothe Bordersand placeslike
Twiglees or Castle O’er.

“Oncethe carshavebeen serviced and the
crews are away to bed, the teams can break down
the service and getready to ship out to Glasgow
first thingthe next morning. Again, there’sno
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This Myherin stage is a favourite of Jari-Matti Latvala’s and itincludes ‘Elfyn’s Corner’
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Road sections through the Lake District and Scotland helped make the WRC round great

service during the day —with the focal point of the
promotion comingin Glasgow.

“By mid-afternoon, we’re done with the stages
andloadingthe carsonto the transporter and the
crews into their comfortable buses and movingto
Glasgow. Early evening, just outside the city, the
carsareback ontheroad andintothe centre.

“Thefinal day’s around the beautiful Loch Ard
andthen, thisis whatI would really like, across

the country to Edinburgh for afinish in the castle.

“Now, thistakes me back tothe startand one
of theearly questions of why theneed toruna
Friday-Sunday route? We're taking thisfantastic
sport of oursto, potentially, some of Britain’s
topfive biggest cities and urban areas—so why
try to compete with what’s goingon at the
weekend? Why not goin and really deliver an
incredible show in Windermere on a Tuesday
night, Glasgow on Wednesday and Edinburgh
on Thursday, for example?”

So, there we haveit. The barebonesof a
revolution. Likeit?Ido. Don’t get bogged down
in the minutiae of, where would the stewards
bebased or how do we manage the refuels?

Iwellremember guiding Markku Alen through
the centre of Turin and overshootingajunction.
Itold him we needed to make a u-turn across six
lanes of traffic, if it was possible?

“Everything,” themaster told me, “is possible.”
Wemadetheturn.

Nowit’stimetoembrace the change. B

MIN’S DREAM RALLY GBROUTE

STAGE

| VENUE | TIME

Telford 0730hrs

0949hrs

Sweet Lamb-Hafren 1029hrs
Oyfi

1355hrs
1458hrs
Endofda 1558hrs

STAGE

| VENUE | TIME

STAGE
Restart

Loch Ard

| VENUE | TIME

1000hrs
1058hrs

LochAd |
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Jackson (1) had to
defend from Mitchell

The ninth, and so far best, Croft
Nostalgia Festival yet attracted
record numbers of enthusiasts
entering into the spirit of the North
East’s premiervintage lifestyle
event - and they were treated to
some entertaining Historic Sports
Car Club racing.

Formula Ford polesitter Cameron
Jackson’s breathtakingly tight wins
over titlerival Ben Mitchell narrowed
his deficit to three points. Mitchell
had torepass Callum Grant on Sunday
and got his Merlyn’snose ahead of
Jackson’s Lola’s several times, but
being squeezed onto the grass onthe
run to Tower rankled. A brush with
Jackson there dropped Grant to
third on Saturday. “Good starts
areimportant here, becauseit’sso
difficult topass,” said Jackson, with
the momentum going to Oulton Park.

Andrew Wiggins (Titan) won the
tough qualifier, Tim Brise (Merlyn),
Kevin Stanzl (Crossle) and Lee Penson
(Lotus51A) all within 1.24s.

Spectators saw Yorkshiremen Peter
Needham and Jon Waggitt’s orange
Lenham P69take the Guards Trophy
chequer, but shared their agony when a
30-second penalty for Needham stopping
before the window opened dropped
them to third behind Charlie Allison
and Philip Nelson in Chevron B8s.

“They were quicker today and
deserved towin, soit wasabitof a
hollow victory, butI'll takeit,” said

Allison sportingly. Fourth overall,
Nick Fennell and Jon Milicevic won the
earlier sportsracing classin Fennell’s
ex-Robin Widdows Lotus 23 from Rob
Wainwright/Arnie Black (Crossle 7S).
The GT section spranga surprise
when defending champion John Davison
parked his Lotus Elan 26R Gold Bug
replica. “An oilline caught on the steering
column and popped off, soI spun on my
ownoil,” herued, although his points
lead remained. With Peter Thompson’s
TVR Griffith halted by driveshaft
failure, novices Patrick and Roderick
Jack emerged delighted victorshaving
driven their Elan beautifully.
Jackson’s HFF double was mirrored
acrossthe frontline categories. On
pole by 4.377sin his Elan S1, Historic
Road Sports crackshot Davison twice
outsprinted Kevin Kivlochan’s Morgan
+8to Clervaux and romped away. “I'm
afraidIlove this circuit - particularly
the Jim Clark Esses—soIcan’thelp
myself.Thavetotry,” said Davison.
Jonathan Roserepelled fellow Elan
racer Larry Kennedy for thirds, the
latter pursued by Mark Godfrey’s
open Ginetta G4 and the class-winning
Triumph TR4 of Karl Wetherell (Saturday)
and Ben Ferguson (Sunday). Turner ace
Dick Coffey heads the table again, the
reigning champfinishingclear of Tony
Davis’ Sprite and Ian Ross’ Ginetta G15.
After droppingto sixthin Sunday’s
70s Road Sports start (“Iwasn’t
concentrating onthelights) Charles

Davisonwas another of the double winners, twice winning Historic Road Sports

Barter and his Datsun 240Z were
reprieved by Peter House’s Ford Escort,
immobile with a broken transmission.
Barter soon charged past fast starter
Will Leverett (Lotus Europa) upon
whom Jez Clark (Elan) turned
Saturday’s tables for second. Clark is
chasingBarterinthetitlerace,buta
perfect Class D score allowed Brian
Jarvis (Porsche 924) to climb to third.
Having charged through a dust storm,
legacy of the previous weekend’s
rallycross, red flags flew immediately in
the Historic F3/Junior opener when
Steve Seaman and Simon Armer tangled
at Clervaux and Andrew Tart could
notmissthem. Jon Milicevic dashed to
victory, pursued by Peter dela Roche
from the FJ set. The defending champions

repeated on Sunday, when Peter Thompson

nicked second overall and Adrian
Russell outfoxed John Fydain FJ.

PhilHouse’s Lotus Cortina overheated
battling Rick Belcher’s, thus missed
the Touring Car sequelin which
ex-BTCCracer House completed his
Croft treble. Spun by Rob Wainwright’s
A40on Saturday, Bob Bullen (Anglia)
happilylanded second ahead of Steve
Platts (Singer Chamois),last year’s
champ overjoyed after reliability woes
with combative thirds and a Sunday
duel with Adrian Oliver (Imp).

Ittook Mark Charterisfourlapsto
usurpJohn Harrison in Sunday’s
Classic Clubmans opener,in which
Phil Hart scored his maiden B-Sport
win. Smoke from a leaky wheel bearing

IA7EN'N :

Historic Formula Ford
Saturday Final: Cameron
Jackson (Lola T200)
Qualifying Heat: Andrew
Wiggins (Titan MkG)
Sunday Final: Cameron
Jackson (Lola T200)

Guards Trophy
Charles Allison (Chevron-
BMW BS)

Historic Formula 3
Races 1&2: Jon Milicevic
(Brabham BT21B)
Historic Formula Junior
Races 1&2: Peter de la
Rache (Lola Mk3)

70s Road Sports
(Datsun 2407)

Historic Road Sports
Races 1&2: John Davison

Races 1&2: Charles Barter

(Lotus Elan S1)

Historic Touring Cars
Races 1&2: Richard
Belcher (Ford Cortina Lotus)

Classic Clubmans
Races 1&2: Mark Charteris
(Mallock Mk20/21)

Midget & Sprite
Challenge

Races 1&2: David Morrison
(MG Midget)

Historic Formula Ford
2000

Races 1&2: Callum Grant
(Delta T78)

Classic Formula Ford
2000

Race 1: Andy Lancaster
(Pilbeam SP1)

Race 2: Rod Toft (Van
Diemen RF82)

seal (“Ithink I was runningon coal”)
hardly slowed Charterislater as Clive
Wood shot from the back to dominate
the FF1600-engined split, in which
Hart won a four-car scrap for second.
High oil pressure warnings slowed
polesitter Steve Collier in thefirst
Midget/Spriterace, freeing David
Morrison to beat Paul Sibley twice.
Slowed by restricted revs, Collier and
Class E star Pippa Cow traded places
countless times before Cow regained
third on theline, punching the air.

Callum is granted a pair of victories during a rare outing in Historic Formula Ford 2000 in father’s Delta as he heats the returning Rowe

“Ithink perhapsIshould concentrate
onthisasI’'mnothavingmuchluckin
Formula Ford,” said a jubilant Callum
Grant after winning both Historic
FF2000raceson arare outinginfather
Nigel’s Delta. Thatthe2012and 16
HFF champion beat Nelson Rowe

and Andy Park —double Pinto title-
winners-on Sunday was special.
Itmirrored movement co-founder
Tain Rowley’s victory in the inaugural
race at Cadwell Park in 2007.

“The car hadn’t been out for a year, in
fact we only decided to bringit this
week,” said Grant (right). “Neil Bold
didn’t have time torefresh the engine
sodadhoneditinthebarnathome,
‘Boldy’ brought some [piston] rings over
and weranitinon Friday.[Considering
therush] the times were promising,

but puttingit on pole with everybody
outin qualifying was a surprise.”
Despite grappling with continued
gear selection problems in his
Reynard, even after transplanting
the cluster from his spare 'box,
brought up from Gloucestershire on
Friday night, Rowe jumped into the
lead from Saturday’s start. It was his
first since thefiery HFF rollover
wrecked his Crossle at Cadwell Park in
May, and he stayed ahead for six laps
until Grant snuck pastat Hawthorn
and started to stretch his advantage.
Park (Reynard), with Ian Pearson
(Royale RP30)in tow, latched onto
Rowe, then dived behind him inside
alapped car at Tower onlap 10 of 14.
“The guy didn’t see me, turned inand
hitmyrear corner, splittingtheradiator

and bendingaradiusarm,” explained
Park. “It was one of those things, a
racingincident.” Pearson benefited,
completing a three-marque podium.
Alsooutof luck was birthday boy
David Margetts (Dulon MP22) wholed
Fraser Collins (Lola T580) in the early
classuntil a pluglead detached. Much
happier was Andy Lancaster who, despite
adramaticlast-ditch challenge by Chris
Lord at the hairpin, finally held off the
Van Diemensto win hisfirst Classic
FF2000race in his Pilbeam SP18302.
Park started hisrepaired car at the
back on Sunday and was seventh when
red flags flew at half-distance, Lord’s
Van Diemen having been abandoned
ontheexit of Tower threelapsearlier.
Refocused, the Cumbrian-who missed
Cadwell for his wedding—quickly

climbed tofourth, then
took afew lapsto pierce Andy Storer’s
defences. “Ididn’thave
the pace tobeat Callum or Nelson
today, butit’s good to beup here
with them at the end,” said Park.
Rowehad led from therestart,
butfindinghis gearbox obstinate
had to give best toGrant, on top
form. Storer’s
Reynard was fourth,
onPark’stail, ahead
of Paul Allen and
Pearson, witha
nosefin bent
skywards. After
Lancaster “lobbedit
intothe gravel” at
Clervaux, fighting
with Graham

——a

Ridgway, old stager Rod Toft beat
Irishman John Conway to URS gold,
while Margetts secured his HFF2
class B win.
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OULTON PARK: BRSCC BY IAN SOWMAN

Sutton was the class of
the field at Oulton Park

Reigning British Touring Car
champion Ash Sutton dominated
on his TCR UK debut at Oulton Park,
while championship leader Dan
Lloyd recorded his weakest results
of the campaign and picked up a
licence points penalty that reduces
his advantage in the standings.

Sutton, driving Finlay Crocker’s
Honda Civic, topped every session
hetook partin and was particularly
ruthlessintheraces. His performance
away from the line was solid but not
remarkable, but hislead at the end of
thefirstlap of both contests was well
in excess of two seconds; they were
effectively over almost before they
had started.

The opener wasrestartedasa
15-minute sprint after Carl Swift’s
SEAT and Robert Gilmour’s Alfa
crashed heavily atIsland, with
Gilmour excluded from the results.
The outcome was confused by a flurry
of penaltiesinvolving those battling
tobethebest of therest, with Combe
winner Ollie Taylor (Honda) and
Derek Palmer (Alfa)initially having
10s added to their times for an out
of position start. Thelatter was
rescinded, but Palmer did pick

up abstime addition for track limits
infringements so, while hefinished
an encouraging second on theroad,
he was classified fourth. Taylor,
who had lost track position to the
opportunistic Lloyd (VW Golf) at
Lodge on lapfive of nine while he
was attacking Palmer, was pinged
all the way back to eighth, with Lloyd
and his Swedish team-mate Andreas
Backman completing the podium.
Inracetwo, Hyundaii30 N driver
Lewis Kentlooked set for his best
TCR finish of second position—
behind Sutton-when pressure from
Taylor told and, on shot tyres, he
went wide at Lodge on thefinal lap.
Kent nevertheless secured his second
podium of the campaign, butfrom
row four Taylor’s drive had been a
quietly impressive one. Alongthe
way, he profited when Lloyd turned
Stewart Lines (VW)intoaspinat
Cascades asthey battled over third,
delayingboth. Lloyd kept his fourth
position, but was given a penalty that
costshim 15 championship points,
although heisstill 78 clear of Taylor.
Niall Murray took another step
towardsregaining his National
Formula Ford 1600 title with a

victory and second place. Thefirst
race was textbook Murray as the
Van Diemen RF99driver reeled out
an 8smargin over hisrivals on his
way to win number 10 of 2018. Luke
Cooper (Swift SC16) held second
initially butlost out to Michael
Eastwell (Spectrum 011C) on the
run away from Druids onlap three,
and Matt Round-Garrido (Medina
JL17)at Old Hall on thefinal lap.

Race two was made enormously
chaotic by Murray unaccountably
startingtheracein third gear, and he
plummeted from pole to sixth by the
end of thefirstlap. Murray’s team-
mate Round-Garrido drove around
the outside of Eastwell at Cascades
onlap two of eight to take thelead,
with Murray —in spectacular fashion -
joining him out front on lap six, the
pair touching at Hislops.

Matters cametoahead ontherun
outof Old Hall on thelastlap, with
Murray and Round-Garrido wheel-to-
wheel, leaving the way clear for Joey
Foster (Ray GR08) to pass both on the
inside towards Cascades, surviving
pad knock-off duringtheremainder
of thelap tobeat Murray and Eastwell
by 0.032s. Round-Garrido was shovelled

Two TCR support series for German tin-tops provide plenty of excitement

Two contrasting championships for
German machinery made their second
appearance of the season onthe TCR

UKundercard. The Volkswagen Racing

Cup-now approachingthe end of its
second decade—pitchesitself firmly
asasteponthe waytothe BTCC,
withrecent graduates such as Mike
Eppsand Bobby Thompson adding
credibility to the claim. Butacross the

paddock, the more humble set-up of the

Compact Cup hasno such pretensions.

Indeed, the championship for the BMW

E36 318Timodel has often seen drivers
step back the other way, with former
British Formula Ford racer Steve
Roberts a double champion, and 2008
British GT title-winner James Gornall
adding the Compact crownin 2016.

In 2018, Steven Dailly is seeking to
retain his title but at Oulton he did not
have everything his own way, with Ian
Jonestakinghisfirst two wins of the
yeartonarrow the Scot’s advantage.

Disappointingly, the Compacts
managed only 10racinglaps all day,

aresultof earlier delays and a safety
car period. Jones dived ahead of fellow
front-row starter Dailly at Hislops on
the openinglap of race one and clung
ontenaciously thereafter, with David
May also finishing within six-tenths
of the winner. Having borrowed rival
Paul Hinson’s old engine afterissues
with hisownin testing, Owen Hunter
climbed from eighth tofourth.

With only three laps possible after
acaution periodinracetwo, Jones
narrowly led fromlightstoflag. The
move of therace came from Hunter,
who dived ahead of May at Cascades
onthefinallaptosalvage a podium
from the weekend.

VW pointsleader Chris Panayiotou
was unable to take partin the Oulton
eventandin spite of hisrace two win
being taken off him for a series of track
limits infringements, Golf driver
Jamie Bond took over the mantle.

Having switched camps and cars—from
a Golf toa Scirocco—-Tom Walker took
victoryinared-flaggedfirstrace, having

seized control by getting ahead of slow-
starting poleman Simon Walton’s Audi
TT and thefast-starting Scirocco of Martin
Depper on therun to Shell. It was
Depper’s crashinto the barrier exiting
Lodge—following a brush with Tom
Witts—that brought about the stoppage.
Simon’s son Owen Walton (Audi) was
classified second, ahead of Witts.

Depper took over Panayiotou’s car
toclimbfromthebacktosixthina
messy race two, butit was Matthew
Wilson that took the honoursin his
Scirocco. Heled into Old Hall at the
startand only lost the advantage to
Bond-who had earlier collided with
the Golf of team-mate and fellow
championship contender Toby Davis at
Lodge, spinning him down the order —
inarobust manoeuvre on the climb
from Knickerbrook on the final lap.

With the 15s penalty applied to Bond
it was Wilson from Witts (Polo), with
Paul Taylor (Golf) getting third back
after Ruaridh Clark was pinged a place
for shovinghim aside at Cascades.
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SUTTON SUPREME AS HESWEEPSTOA
DOUBLE VICTORY.ONHIS TCRUK DEBUT

AUGUST 4

Photos: Rachel Bourne

Murray continued march towardstitle

off theroad at Lodge on thefinallap
and came homeninth.

Itisadvantage Jack Hardingin the
MX-5 Supercup, but only just. He and
Luke Herbert arrived at Oulton locked
togetherin the points but, although
eachhad awin, Harding went home
with one more second and one more
fastestlap,leaving him four points
clear. Herbert had Harding glued to
his bumper throughout the opener,
but his four-race Oulton winning
streak came to an end in therematch,
Harding getting the run on theleader
through Island on lap six of eight
and completing the move at Shell.

Thereversed-grid “decider” actually
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TCR UK Race 1: Luke Herbert

Race 1: Ash Sutton (Honda ~ Race 2: Jack Harding
Civic Type R) Race 3: Aidan Hills
Race 2: Ash Sutton (Honda

Civic Type R) Compact Cup

Race 1: lan Jones
National FF1600 Race 2: lan Jones

Race 1: Niall Murray (Van

Diemen RF99) Volkswagen Racing Cup
Race 2: Joey Foster (Ray Race 1: Tom Walker
GRO8) (Scirocco)

Race 2: Matthew Wilson
MX-5 Supercup (Scirocco)

went the way of Aidan Hills, who
“nearly cried” on the slowing down
lap having taken his first victory by
way of amove around the outside
of former champion James Blake-
Baldwin at Druids. Afterlosing three
places on the openinglap, Harding
bounced back to claim second, striking
when Herbert’s attempt on Hills’ lead
ended in a grassy moment at Old Hall.
Asidefrom the three Hs, Jonny
Greensmith had alsobeenin
championship contention but his
hopestook ablow due to aretirement
fromrace one and subsequent engine
change, although he bounced back
with 13th and seventh.
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Joneswas a double winner in two closely-fought Compact Cup encounters

Wilson (1) led for the majority of the second Volkswagen Racing Cup contest
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E36 M3 driver took
Kumho BMW double

McAttack squad ofWalker Hansell ,Wiggin and McDonnell won C 1 battle

Kumho BMW (Ford Escort Mk1)
Race 1: Garrie Whittaker
(E36 M3) Caterham Graduates

Race 2: Garrie Whittaker
(E36 M3)

Michelin Clio Series
Race 1: Ben Palmer
Race 2: Ben Palmer

Citroen C1 Challenge
Simon Walker-Hansell/Joe
Wiggin/ Declan McDonnell

Classic and Historic
Thunder Saloons & BOSS
Race 1: Matthew Evans
(BMW M3)

Race 2: Stuart Day (Ford
Escort WRC)

Pre 83 Group 1 Touring Cars

Sigmax
Race 1: Jamie Winrow
Race 2: Samuel Wilson

Caterham Graduates
Classic/MegalSigma
Race 1: Declan Dolan (Mega)
Race 2: Declan Dolan (Mega)

Classic and Historic
Touring Cars

Race 1: David Hall (Ford
Lotus Cortina)

Race 2: Michael Sheraton
(Ford Anglia)

Pre ’33, Pre '03 & Pre '05
Touring Cars
Race 1: David Griffin

Race 1: David Howard (BMW E36 M3)
(Jaguar XJ12) Race 2: David Griffin
Race 2: Stephen Primett (BMW E36 M3)

Garrie Whittaker made up for his
frustrating previous Kumho BMW
Championship round at Thruxton
by taking both Snetterton wins.

Inrace one Whittaker took advantage
of arestartafter aredflag, by seizingthe
lead at thelaunch from part one leader
Colin Wells, around the outside of the
first turn. That was after Peter Miller
flipped his M3 at Murray’s after hitting
the kerb caused the earlier stoppage.

Whittaker’s fuel pick-up problems
that caused his Thruxton woes nearly
denied him again early in thefirst
Snettertonrace. After slowing briefly
he switched to areserve pump which
he’d added for this meeting.

“I[It was the] same thingagain,” said
Whittaker, “it was tank baffle foam
disintegratingin the tank and getting
sucked upintothefilters. SoItook the
foam out, chuckeditinabin-happy days!”

Inracetwo Whittaker eased clear
from pole to beat Wells comfortably —
benefitting from a lighter car which
was gentler onthetyresinthe very
high temperatures.

“Abigimprovement on Thruxton!”
Whittaker concluded. “The car’sactually
workingnowlike it should be working.”

Wells’ two second places meant he lost
half of hisfour-pointleadin the overall
championship to Kevin Denwood in the
CCclass, whotook a win and second place.

Ben Palmer continued his Michelin
Clio Cup clean sweep by taking both
wins. Inrace one hehadtohold off a
race-long Ronan Pearson challenge,
who likely would have passed on the
finallap but for ayellow flag. Inrace
two Palmer built a three second lead
on lap one while Pearson was behind
Tyler Lidsey, which proved vital as
he beat Pearson home by six tenths.
Palmeris now just six points off
confirming the championship.

The 53-car four-hour Citroen C1
Challenge was won by the McAttack
Racing trio of Simon Walker-Hansell,
Joe Wiggin and Declan McDonnell.

The car pitted late so McDonnell could

Photos: Richard Styles

have astint as per therules, allowing
the Absolute Alignment machine of
Chris Dear-paired with Robin Austin -
ontoits tail for what promised to be
agrandstand finish. But therace

ended almost immediately when

Ben Constandurosrolled his C1 after
brakefailure, which caused ared flag.

Matthew Evans, making a one-off
appearance in an M3, won the opening
Classic and Historic Thunder and
Blue Oval Saloon Seriesrace, beating
StuartDay’s Escort and Ilsa Cox’s SEAT
after a thrilling multi-car fight. Day won
race two with Cox pipped on the line for
second by James Janicki’s Nissan Skyline.

David Howard’s Jaguar XJ12, Stephen
Primett’s Ford Escort MKkl and Mark
Cholerton’s Ford Escortfought over
the Pre’83 Group 1 Touring Car
wins. Howard just held off hisrival
duo, with Primett ahead, to win the
safety car-interrupted opener. Primett
wonrace two by 12s after taking the
lead in bizarre circumstances when
Cholerton slowed for ablack and
orange light thinkingit wasared.
Howard finished second.

The Caterham Graduates Sigmax
victory fights were frenzied battles
between Jamie Winrow, Mark Johnson
and Samuel Wilson. Winrow took race
one while Wilson passed him on the
finallap to winrace two.

Declan Dolan won both Mega and
Classic Caterham races from Ben
Winrow. Winrow beat Dolan to the
lineinrace one but the officials
switched them after contact between
the pairearly on.

Howard won Pre 83 Touring opener

KNOCKHILL: SMRC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON AUGUST 4/5

AsfarasIvor Greenwood is concerned,
thereisnosuch thingas “retirement”.
The 73-year-old proved as much by
claimingtwo out of three Scottish
Legends victories at Knockhill to close
the gaptopointsleader Dave Hunter.

Usingnearly 50 years of stock car
experience, Northern Irishman
Greenwood superbly worked his way
upfrom 14th on the grid to take victory
in a stunning opening encounter, before
doubling upin the secondrace from third.

He secured yet more valuable points
with sixth in the final, won by David
Newall, as championship leader Hunter
suffered an up-and-down meeting.

Hunter trailed defending champion
John Paterson and Greenwood in
raceone before claiming fifth in the
second. Butatrip backwardsinto the
Mclntyres gravel following Duncan
Vincent’s attempted overtake on
Steven McGill meant Hunter could
only manage 11thinthefinal.

Resident Knockhill commentator
Vincent had looked like taking victory,
havingbuilt amammoth four-and-a-
half second advantage. Butan
overzealous attempt to wrestle the lead
back from McGill threelaps from the
end sent thelatterinto the gravel, taking
Hunter and Kieran Beaty with him.

Robbie Dalgleish catapulted himself
into Scottish Mini Cooper Cuptitle
contention with a hard-earned trio of
victories. Minimax’s John Duncan retains
his pointslead but, after an eventful
meeting, heleft Knockhill just five
points clear of main rival David Sleigh.

Sleighled away from polein the
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Greenwood won &= :
opener from 14th S

openingrace but Dalgleish forcefully
snatched back the advantage under
brakingfor Clark’s halfway round the
firstlap. The pair stayed close until the
flagamid chaos behind, with Hannah
Chapman beating Duncan for third.
Theleading quartet were unchanged
for acomparatively sedate second
encounter, but thereal drama was
left for the final race.
Inarepeatmanoeuvre, Dalgleish grabbed
thelead from Duncan with apanel-bashing
overtake at Clark’s which put Duncan
wide. Titlerivals Sleigh and Duncan
then collided, sendingthelatter spearing
acrossthetrack. Both continued with
heavy damage; Sleigh finished second

M

while Duncan only managed 15th.
Runaway Scottish FF1600 points
leader Ross Martin extended hisunbeaten
runthis year tonine straightraces, but
was pushed all the way in three stunning
12-lap encounters. Martin claimed the
prestigious David Leslie Trophy, beating
Jordan Gronkowski’s Van Diemenin
arguably therace of the year. Sebastian
Melroserecovered from a poor qualifying
tofinish third inrace one, while the Mygale
of James Clarke and GBR interloper
Josh Smith scored their maiden podiums
inracestwo and three respectively.
Tommy Gilmartin prevailedin a trio
of excellent Scottish Classicraces.
Gilmartin (Morgan +8) used his car’s
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superior straightline speed to survive
attacksfrom Raymond Boyd’s Porsche
911 and Andrew Graham’s Triumph
TR8each time. Boyd secured a hat-
trick of second places but Graham
was denied a similar resultdueto
overheatingbrakesinrace two. Bruce
Mitchell bagged the podium instead
while reigning champion Alastair
Baptieendured anightmare meeting,
failing to finish two of the threeraces.
John Cleland scored hisfirst touring
car win at Knockhill since 1993 with
twowinsinthe Super Touring
Championship. Cleland stroked his
original Vauxhall Vectra from 1997 to
both victories, beating a depleted field.

A NN »
Scottish Legends

Race 1: Ivor Greenwood

Race 2: Ivor Greenwood

Race 3: David Newall

Scottish Mini Cooper Cup
Race 1: Robbie Dalgleish
Race 2: Robbie Dalgleish
Race 3: Robbie Dalgleish

Scottish FF1600

Race 1: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)
Race 2: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)
Race 3: Ross Martin (Ray GR17)

Scottish Classic Sports & Saloons

Race 1: Tommy Gilmartin (Morgan+8)
Race 2: Tommy Gilmartin (Morgan+8)
Race 3: Tommy Gilmartin (Morgan+8)

Super Touring Car Championship
Race 1: John Cleland (Vauxhall Vectra)
Race 2: John Cleland (Vauxhall Vectra)

Scottish Fiesta and Hot Hatch Championship
Race 1: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)
Race 2: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)
Race 3: Wayne MacCaulay (Fiesta ST)

Scottish Sports & Saloons

Race 1: Will Robson (Ford Focus RS)
Race 2: Paul Rankin (Westfield Aero)
Race 3: Will Robson (Ford Focus RS)

Dalgleish claimed all three Mini wins
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Tyneside Stages Rally

overall in their Fiesta R5. They were

ByJohnFife

Organiser: Ainwick and District and Berwick and District MC When:
August 5 Where: Otterburn, Northumberland Championships:
North of England Tarmacadam Championship; Scottish Tarmack
Championship; SG Petch Stage Rally Championship; HRCR Northern
Historic Asphalt Championship Starters: 61 Stages: 12

very lucky though, when the car
punctured a tyre between stages two
and three, or so they thought. When
they got out to the change the wheel
they found the tyre intact, but a stone
jammed between the brake calliper

Peter Taylor and co-driver Andrew

= Roughead destroyed the

opposition on the Tyneside Stages
Rally last weekend. The Fiesta
WRC crew finished just overtwo
minutes ahead of the field, setting

i fastesttimeonall 12 stages and
beating the bogey on three of them.

; Faced with this explosive onslaught,
Rory Young and Alan Cathers were
best of therest, finishing second

L -

and theinner wheel had cut clean
through therim splittingitin half.
They finished almost a minute
clear of the Subaru Impreza of Gordon
Morrison and Calum MacPherson,
with Morrison left shakinghis head
and muttering: “Lookslike I'll need
to get myself a World Rally Car!”
However the four-wheel-drive
brigade didn’t have things all their
own way. In glorious sunshine, the
Otterburn Ranges looked almost

benign offering up unusually dry
surfaces and lots of grip. Having
swapped his two-litre engine fora 2.5,
Ross Brusby scored fourth by 20
seconds from the similar car of Mark
Jasper, with John Stone rounding off
the top half-dozen in his Fiesta S2500.
“Thisis my third time here with
this car,” said Stone. “And it wasnice
togetafinish. Heat has always been
aproblem but we’vefitted abigger
oil cooler, and also a heat exchanger
between the sump and the cooler,
which worked well in the heat today.”
Dave Turnbull’s Fiesta WRC was
sufferingin the heat too. “It’s cutting
outinplaces becauseit’s getting too
hot,” he said, but was forced out of the
rally when the centre diff failed on

SS4. John Marshall didn’t lastmuch
longer retiring his Subaruon SS7
when the prop shaft broke. Another
towiltin the heat was the BMW 318
of George Mackey, forced out after
four stages with high temperatures.
Stephen Bethwaite won the 1400
classin his Vauxhall Nova by almost a
minute from the Vauxhall Astra of
Gina Walker. Stevie Irwin was top
1600 runnerinaNova finishingan
impressive 13th overall. Michael
Harbour was second in his Citroen C2
but Otterburn veteran Barry Lindsay
lost out when his Peugeot 106 left the
road at high speed just over a crestinto
the flying finish on the first stage.
Just 25 seconds separated the top
three in Class 3 with George Ross
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Auld’s Escort holding off the similar ok
car of Robert Marshall. After :
replacing a broken diff overnight after
the Solway Coast Rally, Kenny Moore
was third in his two-litre Avenger with
the Honda-powered MG Maestro of

Ross McCallum finishing fourth.

Results

1 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 50m8bs;

2 Rory Young/Allan Cathers (Ford Fiesta R5) +2m02s; 3 Gordon
Morrison/ Calum MacPherson (Subaru Impreza); 4 Ross Brushy/

Sam Collis (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Escort
Mk2); 6 John Stone/Jack Morton (Ford Fiesta S2500 Millington);

1 Peter Stephenson/ Patrick Walsh (Ford Focus WRC); 8 Michael
Glendinning/ Charley Sayer-Payne (Impreza); 9 Rob Snowden/

Mark Fisher (Escort Mk2); 10 Kenny Brown/Alan Brown

(Mitsubishi Lancer EG).

Class winners: John Nicholson/Helen Lymburn (Escort RS2000);
Stephen Bethwaite/Ann Forster (Vauxhall Nova); Stevie Irwin/

lan Middleton (Nova); George Ross Auld/Richard Stewart (Escort

Mk2); Brushy/ Collis; Taylor/ Roughead.

19 4 - 4

Newhy leads hefore Phoenix ends in flames

Phoenix Stages Rally

By Peter Scherer
Organiser: Eastwood & DMC When: August 5 Where:

Fulbeck Airfield, Lincolnshire Ghampionship: Roadrunner/

Phoenix Awards ANEMM, Alexander Calder Financial
Stages: two completed Starters 69.

Arron Newby and Sam
Bailey’s Subaru Impreza
had been quickest on both
of the stages run at Fulbeck,
before a stubble field caught
fire and therally was
abandoned (seerally news).
“Itwas hard tosee onthe
first stage for lying dust on
the hard, dry surface,” said
Newby, despite takinga
three-second lead over Martin

Farrar/Andy Ward’s Impreza.

Gary Wayne/Neal Bloor’s
Impreza was seven seconds
down in their Impreza, but
one up on Dave Welch/Steve

McNulty’s similar car that
dropped a cylinder when the
coil pack failed.

Newby managed toimprove
his time on stage two by eight
seconds, toincrease his lead

over Farrar to 13s, while Welch

took third from Wayne,

as Sean/Max Bailey and

Mick Pickles/Richard Copsey
consolidated fifth and sixth
in an all-Impreza top six.

Some cars had managed to
get tothe end of stage three,
with Newby home and dry
with a further increasedlead
after Farrar spun, collected a
front puncture and broke a
driveshaft after hittingan
edge of broken concrete.

A provisional result was
given after two stages, but
with insufficient mileage to
be adeclared result.

Morris earned the spoils

Results (aftexr two stages)
1 Arron Newby/Sam Bailey (Subaru Impreza) 9mb8s;

2 Martin Farrar/Andy Ward (Impreza) +13s; 3 Dave
Welch/Steve McNulty (Impreza); 4 Gary Wayne/Neal
Bloor (Impreza); 5 Sean Bailey/ Max Bailey (Impreza);

6 Mick Pickles/ Richard Copsey (Impreza); 7 Hugh Peat/
Tom Stockdale (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 8 Martin Pavier/
Peter Kettle (Impreza); 9 Simon Belcher/ Peter Butler
(Impreza); 10 Dave Hornbrook/ Phil Hewson (Lancer E9)
Class winners: lan Bass/ Cameron Young (Toyota Yaris);
David McMullan/ Marc Melhuish (Vauxhall Nova); Paul
Rees/Paul Briggs (Vauxhall Astra GTE); James Lepley/
Howard Pridmore (Escort Mk2); James Gratton-Smith/
Tom Jordan (Escort G3).

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

The Classic Lanes Road Rally
with their maiden rally victory, the

However, this margin was
deceptive as anumber of other
leading crews hit problems,
many of their own making. It was
ademandingrally; even the
frontrunners dropped time at
all but one control.

their Escort drowned out in a ford.
They recovered to take the

provided Richy Williams/Will Atkins

pair finishing a clear minute ahead.

Robi Wood/Peredur Davies could
have won but lost two minutes when

runner-up spot, finishing just 10
seconds ahead of the top seeds,
Kev Bolver/Richard Jerman.

Most dramatically, the organisers
threw out seven of the top15 crews
for give way offences. This was after
first-hand experience and reports
from numerous marshals and
officials on the route of continual
breaches of the regulations
regarding stopping at specified
junctions. Paul Morgan/Michael
Gilbey would have won the rally but
were amongst those disqualified.

Ian Mills

Results

Classic Lanes Road Rally

Organiser: Welsh Border Car Club When: August
4/5 Where: Mid-Wales Championship: ANWCC
Route: 65 miles Starters: 56.

1 Richy Williams/Will Atkins (Ford Sierra) Tm53s;
2 Robi Wood/ Peredur Davies (Ford Escort)
+1m00s; 3 Kev Bolver/Richard Jerman (Talbot
Sunbeam); 4 Geraint Parkes/Richard Jackson
(Escort); 5 Dan Evans/Dafydd Evans (Vauxhall
Corsa); 6 Dave Dart/Dave Andrew (Proton
Compact); 7 John Summers/Nathan Summers
(Escort); 8 Duncan Williams/Jon Hawkins
(Escort); 9 Ben Crump/Matt Hill (Escort);

10 Rob Davies/ Denny Harris (Subaru Impreza).
Class winners: Crump/Hill; Richard Jones/David
Hillidge (Nissan Micra); Laurence Wootton/Ben
Wootton (Ford Focus).

First win for Morris in Darrian

Dogleap Rally

By William Neill

Organiser: Maiden City Motor Club When: August 4
Where: Ballykelly, County Londonderry
Championship: Junior 1000 Challenge Ireland
Stages: 6 Starters 64.

Barry Morris took his
maiden rally win by 15s
on Saturday’s Dogleap
Rally, after a switch to the
family Darrian T90 GTR.
Morris-usually found
inaFord Escort Mk2-and
co-driver Declan Campbell
surprised with a 10s
advantage over Joe
McGonigle on SS1. The
Mini John Cooper Works
WRC driver’s response came
latein the day toreduce
Morris’ 19s gap after SS4 by
going fastest with Patrick
Brides on the final two stages.

Damien Tourish and
Rodney Stewart were third
by the mid-event service
and remained at the finish,
although 51s back on
McGonigle. They finished
as the first Ford Escort
MKk2 home, 14s up on John
and Kayleigh Bonner.

Darren McKelvey enjoyed
the new format and said he
would return following fifth
place with Aaron Johnston’s
notes. The Mitsubishi Lancer
E9set the same time as the
Bonner team only tolose on
the tiebreak.

One second later, Mark
Massey’s Ford Focus WRC
was sixth, ahead of Padraig
Eganin a McKinstry
Motorsport Subaru Impreza
S14 WRC, despite breaking a
shaft on SS1 and two spins.

On his firstrally, 15-year-
old Kyle McBride won the
Juniors by seven seconds
inaToyota Aygo with
Darren Curran on the notes.
Sam Adams followed.

Results

1 Barry Morris/ Declan Campbell (Darrian T90 GTR)
36m27s; 2 Joseph McGonigle/ Patrick Brides (Mini
John Cooper Works WRC) +15s; 3 Damien Tourish/
Rodney Stewart (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 John Bonner/
Kayleigh Bonner (Escort Mk2); 5 Darren McKelvey/
Aaron Johnston (Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 6 Mark
Massey/ Niall Burns (Ford Focus WRC); 7 Padraig
Egan/Brian Hassett (Subaru Impreza S14 WRC);

8 Alan McGeehan/Arthur Kierans (Mini WRC); 9 Aaron
MecLaughlin/ Martin Farren (Lancer E9); 10 Alan
Atcheson/ Mickey Conlon (Ford Fiesta Prototype).
Class winners: Kyle McBride/Darren Curran (Toyota
Aygo); Kyle Elder/Mark Elder (Honda Civic); Marty
(Gallagher/Jack Gallagher (Lancer E9); Philip White/
Eathan McColgan (Nissan Micra); David Kelly/ Corney
McHugh (Toyota Starlet); Andrew Bustard/Shane Byrne
(Escort Mk2); Derek Gurney/Sean Doherty (Ford
Sierra); Morris/ Campbell; McKelvey/Johnston;
McGonigle/ Brides; Declan McCrory/ Emma Feeney
(Ford Fiesta $2000); John Adams/Noel Watt (Escort
Mk2); Ernie Graham/\Will Graham (BMW M3).

Morris took first

win at Ballykelly
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Air miles honus
for F1 man Harris

Stock car driver Tom
Harrishastaken onahuge
schedule to battle for glory
inthe USA and in Britain
thisseason.
Harrisracedinthe
USA two weeks ago before
flyingback toraceinthe
BriSCA F1 European
championshipsat
Northampton on July 29.
Hereturnedtothe USA
last Monday in order to
prepare his Sprint car
fortheupcoming
Knoxville Nationals.
Harristhenflew back to
the UK torace in the semi-
final at King’s Lynn on
Saturday, where he
finished second, before
goingback outtothe USA
on Sunday. He willrace at
Knoxville Raceway, near
Des Moines, Iowa, on

Ward will race
the VX220

WARD PLOTS BRITISH RX RETURN;

BTRDA title winner snares Vauxhall VX220 for Supernational attackin _tnﬁ%‘fﬂig:ht series

"

By HalRidge current season to work on the
development of therear-wheel-drive
machine. He will make hismaiden

appearance inthe carinround seven

Vauxhall VX220 originally built by Gary
Dixon, and was used in the early part of
the 2018 season by Supernational
frontrunner Paige Bellerby while her own

season,” said Ward. “We will be doing
some Irish championship and BTRDA
rounds for testingand I can’t wait to get
racinginthe Supernational class.I'm

Two-time BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross champion and RX150

Thursday where he hopes Rallycross Championship race- Lotus Exige underwent development. of the Clubmans championship at really lookingforward torejoining the
tofinish sufficiently high winner John Ward will switch to Wardracedinthe RX150buggy category  Lydden Hillin September. championship, whereI'mlooking tomix
inthepoints standingto the MSA Supernational category in 2017 and theearly partof this year, “Wehave bought the car from Kevin itwith the frontrunners.”

qualify for the National in British RX next season. claimingatrio of final wins. He will use Procter with full intention of developing Bellerby took the car to a pair of podiums
race on Saturday. Harris The Dublin-baseddriverhasacquireda  selected eventsinthelatter partof the itfor the British championship next atLydden Hill and Croft earlier this year.
will be competing against

around 100 of the top sprint

cardriversfromthe USA,

Canada, Australiaand
New Zealand. Heis thefirst

arverfromtheUKtorace | Jefunct European TouringCar machines will find a new home as a class in the Nordic RX competition

attheevent, which pays the

winner £77,000. Carsbuilt for thenow defunct European series at Nysum in Denmark for the first Rallycross Championship for TouringCar hailing from Scandinavia. “The TouringCar
“Iamreally excited tobe Rallycross TouringCar Championship are time. Theentrylistforthisweekend’sevent =~ wasrunoverjust threeroundsin 2018, classisanestablished path towards

racing atthe Knoxville settogetanewhomeaspartof the RallyX includes Euro RX TouringCar champion havingbeen wound up duetoalack of rallycross glory for many of today’sleading

Nationalsina winged Nordicseries. Sivert Svardal, former EuroRX TouringCar  support from competitors. driverssoitisapleasure to give the category

sprintcar,” hesaid. “It’sa Rebranded as Super Touring RXN, the champion Daniel Lundh and former MSA RallyX Nordic organisers are working on another high-profile platform for its hugely

steeplearningcurve.” category for the two-litrerear-wheel-drive Junior competitor Ole Henry Steinsholt. includingthe classin the full seriesnext competitive series,” said RallyX Nordic

machines will join the next round of the Thefinal season of the FIA European year, with most of the category’s drivers

HOT RODS NATIONAL CHAVIPIONSHIP \/ NA

Wood keeps hiscoolto ———— — e —— Smith Jr dominates to secure front row for the final
add the National crown Eﬁ TE e - _ . -

seriesmanager Ian Davies.

BriSCA F1 winning therace, and I was able todo that
) By Colin Casserley on the openinglap. Isaw Harris closing
National Hot Rods Organiser: Trackstar When: August 4 Where: King's Lynn Starters:  in, butIchanged my style of drivingand
By Graham Brown al. was able to pull away. My car might not
have been the best onthe day butitdid
Organiser: Incarace When: August 4/5 Where: Hednesford Hills Stuart Smith Jr produced a dominating thejob.”

Starters: 44,

It has almost become traditional
that the world champion will take
the National as well, but that
expectation brings a degree of
pressure for the wearer of the gold
roof. Billy Wood proved equal to the
task though, containing a lengthy
challenge from Chris Haird and
Shane Bland to lead every one of
the 75 laps.

The openingheat was a battle between
Adam Maxwell, Jack Blood and Bland,
Bland overtaking both men to lift win
number one. Heat two was aflag-to-flag
victory for RobMcDonald, chased home
by fellow Scot Billy Bonnar.

Jason Kewrelieved John van den
Bosch of thelead soon after the start of
the third encounter butthen had tofend
off Adam Hylands, the 2016 champion
desperatefor aresultafter crashingout
of heat two. Kew soaked up the pressure
however, and was still in front at flagfall.

Heat four was controversial. Glenn
Bellled until forced to allow Chris Haird
through. But Haird lost the win to the
stewards on a penalty while Bell’s joy
was short-lived when hefell foul of the
tyreloggingrules, putting him out of the
meeting. Honours went to Kym Weaver.

Thefifth race was anotherflag-to-flag
job, this time for Carl Sloan, the main
interest here centringon the places
duels, Mark Heatrick defending for all
he was worth to stay second ahead of
Carl Waller-Barrett. Thelastheat
looked tobe a straight fight between
Wood and John Christie, but Christie got

Wood held off Haird B
and Bland in the final

stuck on the outside and railroaded
backwards leaving Derek Martin and
Gary Woolsey to chase Wood home.

Once Shaun Taylor and Podge
McQuaid had annexed thefinal two
places onthe grid from the Last Chance
race, matters were all set for Sunday’s
75-lapper.

Having qualified on pole, Wood was
clearly poised tolift hisfirst National
title but there was plenty of opposition
to overcome, with Bland alongside and
Haird handily placed onrow two.

Most of the truly vital action camein
thefirstfew seconds of therace. When
the greenflag came outit was Bland
whojust gotthe jump but, when he
grabbedneutralinstead of second,
Wood surged ahead. Thatleft Bland
trappedin a three-wide jam with
Bonnar and Haird, the triorunninga
wholelaplike that, Bland virtually
rubbingthe barriers all the way round.
Their deadlock was finally broken
when Aaron Dew went spinningat Turn
1, taking anumber of others with him
into a partial track-blocking situation.

With theraceback under the green,
Wood, Haird and Bland quickly broke
clear tobegin their lengthy battle. Their
high speed dicelefttheresttrailing,
barring Gary Woolsey, who doggedly
tried to chase them down, drawing
nearer and nearertothelead trio. He
stillhadn’treached them by mid-

distance however, despite Bland
gradually falling off the pace steadily
thereafter.

Infact, with Bland droppingback,
Woolsey’s charge having stalled and
Haird having only barely saved his
loose-looking car from anear spin, it
eventually became clear that
everyone’s tyres had simply gone off
with the searing heat and high speed
pursuit. Only Wood’s car seemed
relatively unaffected and, despite Haird
gamely trying tocomeback athim
nearingthefinish, theleader had drawn
clear once more by the time they swept
under the chequers.

Results

Heat one: 1 Shane Bland (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Adam Maxwell
(Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Jack Blood (Vauxhall Tigra); 4 Dick Hillard
(Vauxhall Tigra); 5 John Christie (Ford Fiesta); 6 Chris Haird
(Vauxhall Tigra). Heat two: 1 Rob McDonald (Vauxhall Tigra);
2 Billy Bonnar (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Shane Murray (Ginetta
GA40R); 4 Terry Hunn (Mazda RX-8); 5 Billy Wood (Vauxhall
Tigra); 6 Carl Waller-Barrett (Vauxhall Tigra). Heat three: 1
Jason Kew (Ginetta GAOR); 2 Adam Hylands (Vauxhall Tigra);
3 Bland; 4 Maxwell; 5 McDonald; 6 John van den Bosch
(Peugeot 206cc). Heat four: 1 Kym Weaver (Vauxhall Tigra);
2 Aaron Dew (Ginetta GAOR); 3 Haird; 4 Bonnar; 5 S Murray; 6
Wood. Heat five: 1 Carl Sloan (Vauxhall Tigra); 2 Mark
Heatrick (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Waller-Barrett; 4 Jamie McCurdy
(Ginetta GAOR); 5 Hylands; 6 Haird. Heat six: 1 Wood; 2 Gary
Woolsey (Ginetta GAOR); 3 Ilvan Grayson (Vauxhall Tigra); 4
Derek Martin (Vauxhall Tigra); 5 Carlin; 6 Adam Heatrick
(Vauxhall Tigra). Last Chance: 1 Shaun Taylor (Vauxhall
Tigra); 2 Pauric McQuaid (Vauxhall Tigra); 3 Bradley Dynes
(Ginetta GAOR). Final: 1 Wood; 2 Haird; 3 Bland; 4 Woolsey; 5
Christie; 6 Weaver; 7 M Heatrick; 8 Sloan; 9 Blood; 10 Hylands.

drivein thefirstof the BriSCA F1 World
Championship semi-finals tobook
himself afrontrow startinthebigraceat
Skegness on September 22nd.

Smith jumpedintothelead atthestart
of theraceand led the entiredistance.
Behind him, Tom Harrisnegotiated his
way through the pack to challenge Smith
by themid-point of theracebut,asthe
track conditions changed, Smith pulled
away and held a comfortable margin over
hisrivalstothe chequeredflag.

Behind theleaders, there wasa
tremendous scrap for the 10 qualifying

spots. That meant only 10 of the 24 starters

madeittotheend. Ricky Wilson, who
started onthe back row of the grid,
claimed thefinal transfer spotinto
the World final.

Smith Jrsaid: “Mat Newson tried to
squeeze meonthestart, butI knew whatI
had todoto give myself the best chance of

Smith earned a front-
row start for the final

Harris, meanwhile, said that he simply
couldn’tkeepthe pacelate on.

“Thad agood start and the car was good
early on when thetrack wastacky and I
thoughtIhadthelegson Smith. Butasthe
track dried and got slick, the car gotloose
andIcouldn’tholdontohim.Iamjust
sorryIcouldn’thavemadeitabetterrace
forthefans,” said Harris.

Mark Gilbank completed the podium
places. Headded: “Ihad a decent couple of
lapsatthe startandIjustsattight. The car
came good towardstheend.”

The second semi-final takes place at
Birmingham Wheels on Saturday, with
alastchancerace at Skegnesson the day
of the World final day, allowing thenon
qualifiersfrom the semis onelast chance
withawin.

Result

1 Stuart Smith Jr; 2 Tom Harris; 3 Mark Gilbank; 4 Ryan Harrison;
5 Karl Hawkins; 6 Bobby Griffin; 7 Colin Goodswen; 8 Frankie
Wainman Junior Jr; 9 Michael Scriven; 10 Ricky Wilson.
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MN SAYS...
What option did Ricciardo havein F1?

The ever-smiling Aussie might have caused shockwaves, but it’s not a surprise

When the announcements came through last week that Daniel Ricciardo had parted ways with Red Bull it was something of a surprise.
When the following statement was received saying he had hitched his star to Renault’s wagon, there was even more shock.

What was Ricciardo supposed to do? He is up against the might of Max Verstappen at Red Bull, and the Dutchman seems to have the team wrapped around
his little finger. Exit was the only option. There was no room at the inn at Mercedes, and there is unlikely to be for a couple of seasons, and Sebastian Vettel has
been burnt by Ricciardo so would be unlikely to welcome his former team-mate to Ferrari.

That has taken the big three teams out of the equation. Ricciardo feels, probably quite rightly, that he wants to lead a team in his own right. There was no
room elsewhere, so he had to think outside the box. Renault has deep pockets, and is the next team in the Formula 1 pecking order. It will pay handsomely
for Ricciardo, but it will find a willing worker who wants to show that he deserves his place at the front. It could be a powerful relationship.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

——— - —
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Sam Tordoff, taken by Rich Cranston

Lined up at the Australian Formula 500 nationals in Darwin. Taken by Chris Olssen Peter Atkins went to a recent Mopar event held at Santa Pod and snapped this funny car
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TV GUIDE

Thelatestinstalment of the Great
History of the 24 Hours of Le Mans
seriesisfrom 1974 as HenriPescarolo
and Matra-Simca attempted torecord
ahat-trick of victoriesin the great
endurancerace (Thursday, 0900-0930hrs).
There’sthelatest action from Down
Under and the Australian Supercars
Championship from Sydney (Saturday,

2100-2200hrs).

Scott McLaughlin stillleads the
standings and will attempt toadd tohis
seven wins already this season, while 2016
champion Shane van Gisbergen tries to
closethe gapinsecond. Last year’s

Ec) motorsport.tv

champion Jamie Whincup still sits third.

Andenjoy the third round of the British
Truck Racing Championship from
Thruxton (Sunday, 1530-1630hrs), asthe

TV GUIDE

Takeatripbackintime
courtesy of F1 Classic Races
on Sky Sports F1, which this
week features the opening
round of the 1990 season from
Phoenix (Thursday, 2100-
2130hrs). Ayrton Sennatook
victory for McLaren but was
fought all the way by rookie
Jean Alesiinhis Tyrrell.
Relive all the very best from
seasonfour of the Formula E
Championship (Friday, 1730-

based circuit.

1830hrs, BT Sport3), as
Jean-Eric Vergne and
Techeetah proved the
combination to beat while
Brit Sam Bird challenged
him all the way until the
final round in New York.
Andfinally tune in for

McLaren, the documentary
recountinghow New Zealander
Bruce McLaren founded one of
motorsport’s greatest teams
(Friday, 2300-0105hrs, ITV4).

Pescarolo aimed forLe Mans hat-trick

1200 horsepower machines take on
the supremely quick Hampshire-

NASCAR:
Michigan
B Race: Sunday,
1900-2330hrs,
Premier Sports

BTCC:
Rockingham
M All the day’s
action: Sunday,
1045-1745hrs, ITV4

: RACING
: SATURDAY

: EMalloryPark,

: Leics

¢ VSCC meeting: Vintage and
- Pre-Warraces, Edwardian

: race, Morgans, 500 F3,

. Austins Starts racing

: from 1300hrs (qualifying

: from 0930hrs) Admission
adult £15,under 16 free

: Web mallorypark.co.uk

¢ Contact01455502214

: SATURDAY/

: SUNDAY

: HRockingham,

: Northants

: BTCC meeting: BTCC,
: F4,Clio Cup, Ginetta GT4,
Ginetta Junior Starts

: Saturday, racing from

- Weekend adult £36,under 15
: free Web rockingham.co.uk
- Contact0870 1660438 :
: EBrands Hatch, Kent :
: DTM meeting: DTM, Audi

: R8Cup, Mini Challenge

. Starts Saturday, racing

: from 1330hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Sunday,

¢ racingfrom 1205hrs

¢ (qualifying from 1000hrs)

- Admission Sunday adult

: £40,under 13free

< Web msv.com

: Contact0843 4539000

: HSnetterton, Norfolk
: MSVR meeting: F3 Cup,

: GT Cup, Heritage FF1600,

: Lotus Cup, Radical

: Challenge, Radical SR1,
Production BMW, Racing

- Saloons, Track Attack

. Starts Saturday, racing

- from 1210hrs (qualifying

: from 0900hrs) Sunday,

: racing from 1040hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult£186,

¢ under 13 free Web msv.com

: Contact0843 453 9000

1340hrs (qualifying from
0900hrs) Sunday, racing
from 1005hrs Admission

adult £20, child free Web

- castlecombecircuit.co.uk
- Contact01249782417

mSilverstone,

: Northants

: 750MC meeting: Porsche,
: Club Enduro, BMW 330,

: Formula Vee, ToyotaMR2,

¢ RGB Sports 1000,
Bikesports, Classic Stock

¢ Hatch, Hot Hatch, M3 Cup

: Starts Saturday, racing from
: 1135hrs(qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Sunday, racingfrom :
: 1010hrs (qualifying from

: 0900hrs) Admission

* Weekend £15, under 15 free
: Websilverstone.co.uk

: Contact08704 588260

: RALLY

: SATURDAY

: mBanchory,

: Aberdeenshire

. Grampian Forest Rally
: Starts 0830hrs

- Admissionfree

: Web grampianforestrally.
¢ co.uk

: SUNDAY
: mTrawsfynydd

: Motorsport Centre,
: Gwynedd

: GarethHall
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: mAnglesey, NWales
: BRSCC meeting: FF1600,
: Porsche, Mazda MX-5,
Fiesta ST-XR, Cockshoot

: Cup Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1345hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

¢ Sunday, racing from 0930hrs
¢ Admission Weekend

* adult£15under 16 free

: Web angleseycircuit.com

: Contact01407811400

: MCastle Combe,

: Wilts ]
: BRSCC meeting: Caterham :
. Academy, Caterham 270R,

- Caterham 310R, Caterham

+ Roadsport, FiestaJunior,

- Open Sports, Fiesta, TVR,

: Civic Cup Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1325hrs

: (qualifying from 0830hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 0940hrs
¢ (qualifying from 0830hrs)

: Admission Weekend

Memorial Stages

. Starts 0930hrs

¢ Admission TBA

¢ Web balamotorclub.co.uk

: HBoconnoc House,
: Cornwall

. Richard Cole Contracting
: Boconnoc Motorsport

: Carnival at Boconnoc

Starts 0901hrs

: Admission TBA

¢ Web shmc.co.uk

: HClonmell, County
: Tipperary

: Fanning Motor

: Factors Stonethrowers
: StagesRally

: Starts 0900hrs

: Admission free

Web tipperarymotorclub.
: weebly.com

. SPORTING

SCENE

: SATURDAY
: HBirmingham
: BriSCAF1

¢ Starts 1800hrs

¢ Admission TBA
Web brisca.com

. SATURDAY/
. SUNDAY

mShelsleyWalsh,

: Worcs

: British Hillclimb

¢ Starts 0800hrs

:  Admission Weekend adult
: £24 under 16 free

Web britishhillclimb.co.uk

¢ Details correctattime of press
. butplease check before travel

L DX TN
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Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved

Brand New Private Seller Rates
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25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 or

email mnads@motorsport.com
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(subject to change on Bank Holiday

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.
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If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

motorsport market. weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES
Dominate the competition

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

l":lrh@'l'nrh'“

TW9 1AG
Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Full range of engline components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509 412 317

- )
Alloywheelrepairs.com |

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

www.cambridgemotorsport.com

sales@cambridgemotorsport.com [ RN R TS

bead blasted and powder coated.
+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

« Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

l)f\\/ | I)

Ll I -

ﬂnn_'-.

INIUBAMCE SROEFES

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

POLICIES FOR

v~ COMPETITION CARS
v~ RALLY & RACE CARS
v" SERVICE VEHICLES

Roce Exhausts
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

V|

Follow Us

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

Like Us
facebook.comfSimpsonAaceExhausts

Simpson

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

01753532222 ||

Exhausts

www.kaylan.co.uk

MITSUBISHI

-
W

TO ADVERTISE || GmMAs
pen Class
= YOUR NEW pen
‘ f\‘ The winning PRODUCTS AND f
formula in high SERVICES IN
Tel 01524 761398

OUR NEXT ISSUE
CALL

0203
405 8109

performance plastic...

Large amount of
parts held in stock
ready for immediate
despatch View our
online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

v M=y chooue Leglan dFians and et s
Fowd, th.- u. MNissan Mitsubridn anid ‘poa1
& N e [t sy gl pemrtwd] & Prygrpte tor Trasey Aewn Seartes e boedy Tar edy i
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MARKETPLACE

I —

- -
VIiOEL

*‘ﬂﬂrl THE UK’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

WE CAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SHAP
SIZE 'S CAPACITY DF TANK YOU NEED'

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLO
[H250mm x W300mm x LE00mm)

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE mmmm
{H300mm x W300 x L900mm] [Hsmmxmm:u

~.
= = L
£299.99 £499199

PROJECT PROJECT |

; '..--;r: T EMB.FTO14
CUSTOM LY.  Cus ! - CUSTOM
1 X OFF CENTER FILLER

NECK [BAFFLED)

—— INLET, 6MM OUTLET
s zlsxrm SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM ‘I?m
[H250mm x W300mm
x L900mm]

[H300mm x Wa00mm
x L900mm)]

=

e . . iR ' = - : ] . /
£11915E \ g S X 5991 . | £205.99

PROJECT | il PROJECT
— | S— =

CMB-FTO17 GIIB-FTIHI

- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CuUsTOM
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, mm OUTLET
FILLEH NECK +STRAPS [EM-‘FLED] CﬂHPLETEWiTH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

£295.00

T: 01623 401 356

les@tec www.classic-time.co.uk

Tel : 01189 482 674
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MARKETPLACE
Phone: 01637 498184

E P www.rallyprep.co.uk
enquiries@rallyprep.co.uk

ieIL L= =i

- o Official UK Partner for Toyota Motorsport GmbH '
* GT86 CS-R3 available fully built or in kit form BQC -
e Modern and historic vehicle build and preparation  [&Rally_Prep 4! & 2018 A3
* From clubman to full FIA International status Lrallyprep "_____‘_ P
* Work undertaken on all makes and models "FRallyPrepUK R o |

&=y MARDI GRAS

/7 77/ MOTORSPORT
THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products or

sexrvices here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

@csl.pﬁlc
= 0203 405 8109

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk

OO0G | DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www. mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 | DAVENTRY. NNT1 8RB | www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

CLASSIC & SUPERCAR

PIRELLI PRESTIGE & PERFORMANCE COMPETITION

CELEBRATE 70 YEARS OF PORSCHE WITH "PURELY PORSCHE’

blenheimclassicsupercar.com | 0808 100 2205 | #BCS18

sponsored by
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MARKETPLACE

INTERNATIONAL
24 HOUR

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND, THE DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL

24 HOUR IS BACK OVER THE WEEKEND OF 6TH/7TH OCTOBER
2018. DAYTONA ARE INVITING TEAMS FROM ACROSS THE UK,
EUROPE AND FURTHER AFIELD TO RACE OVER 24 HOURS AT THE
UK’S PREMIER KART RACING VENUE. ALL EQUIPMENT IS PROVIDED
FOR TEAMS OF UP TO 12 DRIVERS.

DMAX 125cc Rotax Evo Two-Stroke karts
Minimum Weight equivalent to 85Kgs per driver
Team Entry costs £2350 inc VAT

Sodi RT8 390cc Four Stroke Karts
No Minimum Driver Weight Limit
Team Entry costs £1700 inc VAT

Just 45 spaces on the grid, teams are advised to book early
£300 non-refundable deposit secures your place on the grid
Two easy balance payments

Complimentary trackside pitches for the first 32 teams to book

SeeEl ROTAX  isSwWsS

HART PRODUCTS

BOOK NOW TO GET THE BEST PITLANE PITCH, CALL MARK
WIMBLETT NOW ON +44 (0)33 033 27870 TO BOOK YOUR TEAM

DAY TONA

Luxury high end Mercedes Benz
Race Truck previously used as i
offshore Power Boat Support
Maintenance and sleeper unit

12 months / plating and MOT
Immaculate condition, fully maintained
Current mileage of 397.179km

Sleeps 6

Suitable to tow a trailer

Rear hospitality area ‘C’ sectioned
seating area with table to the centre and
side cupboard with wall mounted TV.
Fully functioning kitchenette area with
gas hobs and sink.

Ample storage/wardrobe/cupboard

space
W/C

Large double cabin style bed, folding
blinds, wall mounted TV at foot of bed.
Sleeper unit in the cab with bunks to
sleep 2.

External side storage units and gas point
for bbq linkup.

Rear aluminium checkered plate
workshop/maintenance area complete
with a shelved area, workbench and
hydraulic tail lift (could also be used

to transport jetski/Motorcross/quad/
mountain bike)

Price: £24,950

Spec-

Vehicle make: MERCEDES
Model: 1823L

Body Type: Box Van HGV
Year of manufacture:2005
Cylinder capacity (cc):6370 cc
Fuel type:DIESEL

Vehicle colour:BROWN
Wheelplan:2-AXLE-RIGID
BODY

Revenue weight:18000kg (de-
classified so can be driven on
a car license)

NB: private plate 40JN is not
included in the sale

For all enquiries please email property@jamesnorvill.co.uk or call 07919 593148
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

\
l \3
x

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat : Rl R
W = g_llliﬂl!‘!g‘mlm

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QADE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres 1IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

We it Ol

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
Wa have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requinements and we will
put together the best package with engines prodocing 250bhp up 1o 550bhp

For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 B22 327 or visit. groupbmotorsport.com

e

WEB DIRECTORY

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS
acecars.co.u

~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS
e

MARDIGRAS

i\ N MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

- Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide,

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@biconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Tel

iles@part-box.com

‘x,\% ; Performance and Tuning Parts Fﬁ
—“E‘- = www.part-box.com
o UK's t;-!!_]':il_-f.', suppher of aftermarket produclts E

I} wHiITELINE HK S

<5 PartEEK

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

Sitverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gpridirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists

Ta ) 4

®Quick Turnaround
®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u 1

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e ighh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRVY.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

GEARBOXES
e, Rally & Race Gearboxes,
74 I’T GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts
01782280136 F: 01782269913
Transmissions L sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

I F

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

it 3 3
COMPOMOTIVE
MOTORSPORT WHEELS
Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




