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FIA WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP.
YOU CAN'T CONTROL THE ELEMENTS,
BUT YOU CAN WIN THE CHAMPIONSHIP.

Congratulations to Sébastien Loeb and Daniel Elena, winners of the 2011 FIA World Rally Championship.*

In off road rallying, driving conditions could suddenly change at any stage of the race, so Sébastien Loeb
mc and Daniel Elena both had to have confidence in their tyres’ ability to adapt. MICHELIN tyres, with their
excellent grip, gave them that confidence, whatever the weather or terrain.

cCHARAMPIODNUS HIP

You could also benefit, on road and off road, from the expertise Michelin has derived from motorsport
with the MICHELIN Latitude Cross.

Experience the performance at www.michelin.co.uk/experience-the-performance

*Subject to the publication of the official results by FIA. %
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“T am not a man of

records, but my
motivation, as you

can imagine, is to
win a fourth time”

TRIPLE WORLD TOURING CAR
CHAMPION YVAN MULLER HAS ONE
EYE ON ECLIPSING ANDY PRIAULX
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The number of points scored by
Tony Stewart and Carl Edwards
after 36 NASCAR Sprint Cup
rounds. On countback rules,
Stewart secured his third title .
thanks to more wins during J (‘

the 10-round Chase ¢
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SINCE THE EXHILARATING

NO INFINITI FX COMES WITH
AN EQUALLY POWERFUL
OFFER.

The perfect harmony of performance and grace,
sporty athleticism and muscular power, this is
the ultimate crossover. This is the Infiniti FX.
Now available with an inspired offer, it’s yours to
experience when you book a Discovery test drive.

INFINITI EX Find out more and book

V6 3.0-LITRES DIESEL ENGINE your Discovery test drive.
238 PS/550 Nm

NOW AVAILABLE FROM Infiniti.co.uk/discoverFX
INFINITI _{v / = ) Text INFINITIFX to 60999®

)
\)—) Infinitieurope

Inspired Performance PER MONTH*

*Qffer available on Infiniti FX30d GT. Rental stated is for Infiniti Lease. Same rentals on Infiniti Selectiviti PCP finance product are also available. If you choose Infiniti
Lease then you will not own the car. When you have paid the final rental at the end of the contract, you can keep using the car and pay an annual rental amount of £50+VAT.
Advance customer rental £4,500 followed by 41 monthly rentals of £659, final rental £14,777.22, all figures inclusive of VAT. Guarantees and indemnities may be required.
Finance is available subject to status on eligible new vehicles registered between 01/09/11 and 31/12/11. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man
and Channel Islands) to apply. Finance provided by Infiniti Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1F). At participating dealers only. Not available
in conjunction with any schemes or other offers, please visit your local dealer for information. All prices include first registration fee and road fund licence. Information correct
at time of going to print. Model shot is for illustration purposes only. Models subject to availability. Infiniti Europe, a division of Nissan International SA, ZA La Piéce 12,
1180 Rolle, Switzerland. ®SMS terms and conditions. Entrants must be aged 18 years or over. SMS messages to 60999 are free of charge. You may be charged the cost
of a standard SMS on your network. Entry closes 31/12/11.

Model displayed: FX30d GT Premium. Official fuel economy figures for the Infiniti FX30d in mpg (1/100 km): urban 25.2 (11.2),
extra urban 36.2 (7.8), combined 31.4 (9.0). CO, emission: 238 g/km.
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POLE POSITION

There’s one more roll
of the dice in F1 2011

THE CLIMAX OF NASCAR’S 36-RACE
Sprint Cup slog and the prestigious Macau
Grand Prix normally signal the end of the
motorsport season.

Both lived up to their billing, with
Tony Stewart and Carl Edwards staging a
head-to-head battle for the championship
that will live in the memory of all who

witnessed it for years to come, while
the races in Macau were as spectacular
and unpredictable as ever.

But that’s not all folks. There might be virtually nothing at
stake except pride, but the F1 season still has a hand left to
play this weekend. The fact that it’s in the fabulous setting
of Interlagos should be reason enough to tune in, but there
are also some intriguing subplots still playing out.

One of these is the career of Bruno Senna, who heads to
his home race not knowing if he has a 2012 seat or not.
Renault’s form has been poor of late, but its car should
suit the high-speed Brazilian track.

Bruno may never get a better chance to show that there’s
far more to him than just a famous surname.

Andrew van de Burgt, editor-in-chief

BAMBER’S
WEEK

7
i

: 2
STEWART WINS NASCAR CHAMPIONSHIP
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S iTCC |
i~ Muller makes all the right moves in Macau

Yvan Muller emerges stealth-like between the barriers

that line the 3.8-mile Macau Guia circuit en route to third

place in the second World Touring Car Championship

race. His second podium finish of the day was enough -
to give the Frenchman his third title in four years. s
WTCC report, p56. ;

Pic: Gibson/LAT
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Vettel tyre blo

Red Bull’s clever system to heat tyres backfired in Abu Dhabi, causing Vettel’s Turn 2 puncture. By EDD STRAW

he tyre failure that caused This burning created a weak gases caused the problem, with team is completely legal, for some time.
T Sebastian Vettel to retire from  point in the tyre, which failed principal Christian Horner pointing It is believed that a fire during the

the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix was  after the first corner and suffered out that its start procedure was Barcelona test on February 18 was
caused by Red Bull warming its an instant deflation. Pirelli issued identical for both Vettel and Mark caused by experiments with this.
tyres using exhaust gases. a statement last week ruling out Webber’s cars — and in previous Perfecting such a system would

AUTOSPORT understands that any kind of tyre failure (other than races. But as the Australian took have been a huge challenge given the

the team has been using a bespoke one cause by external influences), up his fourth place on the grid high temperatures of the exhaust
throttle strategy to warm its rear which allowed the Italian tyre several seconds after Vettel, it’s gases. But the benefits could be
tyres on the grid, most likely manufacturer to be shorn of likely that the pole car’s tyre was prodigious. Vettel has regularly
through heating the wheel rim responsibility for the problem being warmed for longer. backed off significantly at the end
rather than the rubber itself. without revealing its true cause. Tt is understood that Red Bull of formation laps, which will cost
This ensures that the rubber Red Bull has denied that exhaust ~ has been using this system, which his rivals tyre temperature, relying

is at the optimum temperature
for the opening lap of the race.
Vettel has led the first lap by at
least a second 10 times this year.

In Abu Dhabij, either because
of the long hold on the grid or a
procedural error by Vettel, the right
rear was overheated. A plume of
blue smoke is visible from this
region of the lead Red Bull on
television footage as the red lights
go out. The team put this down to
bodywork burning, but the colour
of the smoke suggests that it is tyre

on the exhaust system to boost grip.

“It would be hugely difficult to
make this work,” said AUTOSPORT
technical consultant Gary Anderson.
“The temperatures involved are high
and the inner shoulder of the rear
tyre is a very critical part. The risks
of doing it would surely outweigh
the rewards given how hard it
would be to do consistently.”

Tt is unlikely that Red Bull will
encounter the problem again, partly
because of the restrictions placed
on exhaust design next year, and

P :
e o #

related. This has been confirmed o x s 4 % Seb was looking for partly because the system has

to AUTOSPORT by sources.

2.0s \

1.5s

answersimmediately  operated so reliably previously.

1s

0.5s

AUSTRALIA

VETTEL’S LEAD AT THE END OF OPENING LAPS IN 2011
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AUTOSPORT SAYS..

EDD STRAW
F1 EDITOR

edd.straw
@haymarket.com

or an energy drinks manufacturer, Red

Bull certainly is innovative. To listen to
some barbs pitched at the team, you’d have
thought that Adrian Newey and his cohorts
have little more to do than conceive a fiendish
new ring pull, or the next generation of tin
can, rather than continuing to be at the
forefront of innovation in F1. That Red Bull
continues to do so is proof, if any were
needed, that it is above all a race team,
regardless of where the budget comes from.

It’s that kind of ambition that is allowing
the team to establish itself as an F1 power in
the long-term. It’s about far more than just
Sebastian Vettel or Newey, for this is a team
that is perfectly-honed for F1 of this era. For
all of the snipes about supposed breaches of
the resource restriction agreement, you can’t
dispute that Red Bull has delivered something
remarkable over the last two years. When
McLaren and Ferrari can’t get on terms, it
tells you that something is going right.

It’s a fresh reminder that if either team is
to get the jump on
the Milton Keynes
squad next year,
it’s going to
take something
extraordinary.
Repetitive as it is
to see Vettel and

.

Red Bull sweep all

EXHAUST BLOWN DIFFUSER FLEXI-WING before them, this : e
Red Bull revived the exhaust blown diffuser Flexible bodywork is nothing new. But it’s is what F1 is about. EstablishedasF1's t°p team B
concept at the start of last season. It went on to clear that Red Bull has mastered the ability to Set up your team in
refine the design this year by coming up with a create a wing that, completely legally, passes the right way, give the right people leeway
version that feeds into the diffuser from the sides : the flexibility test, yet is able to run lower on to innovate and you can dominate.
following changes to the regulations. Many other : track. Ferrari’s recent struggles to do the same Not bad for an energy drinks company.
teams have since adopted this design. thing show how tough this is to master.

WHEEL WARMERS

Electric wheel warmers are banned in Formula 1,

but from the Belgian Grand Prix, Red Bull started BIG N U MBER

to use a legal way to transfer heat to the wheels.
A heated metal cylinder is placed onto the hub
assembly. This heats parts such as the brake
callipers and other parts of the wheel to prevent
energy being taken from the pre-heated tyre
when it is mounted.

Red Bull’s win ratio during the past three
seasons. Its figure since 2005 -which
includes four winless seasons - is still

e an impressive 21 per cent

HéY
SINGAPORE
JAPAN
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Content in the cockpit,
but needs more energy...

Increased role for Vergne next year

Frenchman’s performance for Red Bull at young driver test means he will get some track action in 2012

a Formula 1 role next season
after impressing for Red Bull in
last week’s Abu Dhabi rookie test.

The Frenchman, runner-up in
Formula Renault 3.5 this year, is set
to get some Friday running with
Scuderia Toro Rosso and could even
end up in a race seat with the outfit.

A final decision has not yet
been taken by Red Bull as to how
it will deploy its drivers, although
Vergne’s pace, lapping just 0.483s
off Sebastian Vettel’s pole position
time for this year’s grand prix, has
impressed. However, the time was
achieved on faster super soft
compound rubber.

“I'm on the pace in the car and I
think I'm ready for F1,” Vergne told
AUTOSPORT. “We’ve done a really
good job with the team. I’ve done
everything I could in the three days
and now I have one more session to
do, driving in practice in Brazil [for
Toro Rosso], and we’ll see”

Jean—Eric Vergne is guaranteed

STR DRIVER CHOICE

Red Bull currently has four Fi-level
drivers under contract outside of
Red Bull Racing drivers Vettel and

10 autosport.com November 24 2011

Mark Webber. The four are STR
incumbents Sebastien Buemi and
Jaime Alguersuari, along with
Daniel Ricciardo, currently placed at
HRT, and Vergne. With Webber out
of contract at the end of 2012, Red
Bull junior programme boss Helmut
Marko will be keen to promote one
of his youngsters.

Currently, both Buemi and
Alguersuari are regarded as decent
grand prix drivers, but not yet of
the calibre required for the energy
drinks giant’s top team. At least
one will be retained next season,
with the relative merits of the two
currently being weighed up. While
Alguersuari’s peaks are higher,
Buemi’s performance has been
more consistent and he is stronger
technically. This could give the
Swiss an advantage if Red Bull sees
either Ricciardo or Vergne as having
greater potential and opts to retain
one of the current STR drivers as a
yardstick and development driver.

STR technical director Giorgio
Ascanelli suggests that the potential
of his drivers has been realised.

“I believe that they are complete,”
Ascanelli told AUTOSPORT. “They

“I did everything I could
in three days. Now I have
one practice in Brazil”

Jean-Eric Vergne

have done what they can and I don’t
think that after 50 races there is a
large margin for improvement.”

THE ODD MAN OUT

While it’s possible that both
Ricciardo and Vergne could end up
at STR, with the Frenchman as third
driver, Red Bull could opt to

Vergne impressed, but RB
needstojuggledrivers

continue to farm out one of them.

AUTOSPORT understands that
Red Bull has approached Team
Lotus about the possibility of
placing a driver there, with Jarno
Trulli’s drive at the team still not
completely certain despite a deal
being announced for 2012.

Potentially, this could lead to
Ricciardo continuing in a race seat
outside of STR. Vergne, whose
nationality would suit Red Bull
given that it is keen to continue to
push sales in France, could then
take an STR drive if he is considered
ready for F1.

PIC: STALEY, HONE/LAT



YOUNG DRIVER F1 TEST: YAS MARINA (ABU DHABI), NOVEMBER 15-17

P0S
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DRIVER CAR TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Jean-Eric Vergne (F) Red Bull-Renault 1m40.011s 1m40.188s 1m38.917s
Jules Bianchi (F) Ferrari 1m40.960s 1m40.279s 1md1.347s
Sam Bird (GB) Mercedes 1m43.548s 1m43.637s 1m40.897s
Oliver Turvey (GB) McLaren-Mercedes 1m43.502s - 1m41.513s
Max Chilton (GB) Force India-Mercedes 1m43.016s = 1m41.575s
Gary Paffett (GB) McLaren-Mercedes 1m42.912s 1m41.756s -

Esteban Gutierrez (MEX) Sauber-Ferrari = 1m43.873s 1m42.049s
Robert Wickens (CDN) Renault/Virgin-Cosworth 1md2.217s - 1m45.934s
Fabio Leimer (CH) Sauber-Ferrari 1md2.331s = o
Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Williams-Cosworth Im43.118s 1md2.367s -

Johnny Cecotto Jr (YV) Force India-Mercedes = 1m42.873s =

Mirko Bortolotti (I) Williams-Cosworth - - 1md3.277s
Kevin Ceccon (I) Toro Rosso-Ferrari - 1m44.808s 1m43.686s
Kevin Korjus (EE) Renault - 1md3.776s -

Luiz Razia (BR) Lotus-Renault = 1m43.944s =

Rodolfo Gonzalez (YV) Lotus-Renault 1md4.022s - -
Alexander Rossi (USA) Lotus-Renault = = 1md4.283s
Jan Charouz (CZ) HRT-Cosworth/Renault - 1md6.644s 1m44.470s
Stefano Coletti (MC) Toro Rosso-Ferrari 1m45.278s = 1m44.545s
Dani Clos (E) HRT-Cosworth 1md5.329s - -
Nathanael Berthon (F) HRT-Cosworth = 1m48.646s 1m45.839s
Charles Pic (F) Virgin-Cosworth - 1md6.644s -

Adrian Quaife-Hobbs (GB) Virgin-Cosworth 1m47.292s - -

Bottas impresses Williams

VALTTERI BOTTAS HAS PUT
himself in the frame for a
long-term future at Williams
after an impressive first full test
for the team in Abu Dhabi.

The GP3 champion has had
five straightline test days for
the team over the past two
years and impressed Williams
with his approach, consistency
and speed during two days at
Yas Marina. He is an outside

Bottas now further
linked to Williams

contender for a 2012 seat,
but even if he doesn’t land
that, he has proved his
potential as a Williams driver
for the long-term.

“He is a very talented guy,

with all the hallmarks needed to

0A

VALTTERI BOTTAS

Were you satisfied with your
performance? Very satisfied.
There were some small technical
issues on the first day but in the
end we got the data we wanted.
I’'m happy with how quickly I got
up to speed and my consistency.

You had a conference call
with Frank Williams and
Patrick Head after the
test. What did they say?
They were happy, there were no
bad words. Everyone seemed

make it,” Tom McCullough, who
ran the test for Williams, told
AUTOSPORT. “His experience
level in bigger cars is a bit low,
but his ability isn’t in doubt. He
did not make one mistake.”
The team’s driver line-up for
2012 remains uncertain, with
fresh doubt cast over Pastor
Maldonado’s future after the

happy with what I did, they
said it was a really useful test.

Do you think you’ve done
enough to put yourself into
contention for a race seat?
It’s possible. There are so many
other things, other drivers, but
of course I hope so. If not, I
have more time to prepare.

How happy were you with your
best lap? It was not too bad, but
on the second day with the super

question of the validity of the
PDVSA sponsorship deal was
raised in the Venezuelan
congress. Williams has been
asked to provide details of the
deal amid claims that the
congress should have been

asked to approve the payments.

softs I hit the red flag - so there
was a bit more to come. We know
what time was possible.

If there is no race seat,
would you like to dovetail
Friday running with, say
Formula Renault 3.5? I'd be
really happy to get some Friday
practice time. World Series
[with Carlin] is one option

but I think there are others.

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

SIX OTHERS TO SHINE...
...1ln young driver test

Jean-Eric Vergne and Valtteri Bottas weren’t the
only ones to do well at Yas Marina last week

ESTEBAN GUTIERREZ

Built upon his two days in the same test last
year with Sauber to good effect. The team was
pleased with his speed
and his consistency,
although he did get a
black mark for a shunt
while gunning for a
time on super softs.

KEVIN CECCON

The 18-year-old Robert Kubica protege ran with
Toro Rosso and did well despite his inexperience.
It was the Auto GP
champion’s first time
in F1 machinery, and
he set a decent time
though not using the
quickest compound.

SAM BIRD
Tasked with three intensive days of test running,
the GP2 racewinner did exactly what the team
needed him to do. '

Turned in the third
fastest lap of the test
despite Merc running
its 2012-spec exhaust
on the final day.

MAX CHILTON

Completed two days for the Silverstone-based
team and emerged with the fifth quickest time. To
lap just seven-tenths
off Adrian Sutil’s Abu
Dhabi qualifying time
was respectable,

and his approach
impressed the team.

FABIO LEIMER
Found the switch from the more physical GP2
machinery to precise Swiss F1 equipment very
much to his liking and
was instantly at home.
Impressed the Sauber
team with his pace

from the off and had a
tidy day of running.

MIRKO BORTOLOTTI

His previous testing experience with both

Ferrari and Toro Rosso made it easier to slot

into the Williams on his prize test for winning
-~y the F2 crown. The
Italian set a time
comparable to the
strong lap set by
Valtteri Bottas on the
first day of the test.

November 24 2011 autosport.com 11
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NEW EXHAUST POSITION

Williams ran new
exhausts throughout

012 exhausts

Williams and Mercedes took advantage of young driver tests to try out their new exhaust systems for 2012

driver test gave teams chance
to run 2012-specification
exhausts on track, with both
Williams and Mercedes doing so.
Williams ran its exhausts
throughout the three-day test, while
Mercedes put its version, which
featured a new engine cover that
incorporated the pipes, on the car
on the final day. This allowed the
teams both to measure the loss of
downforce from not blowing the
diffuser and also experiment with
exhaust exit positions for next year.
The British teams test driver
Valtteri Bottas found the change of

L ast week’s Abu Dhabi young

exhaust unbalanced the car, but he
and the team were able to modify
the setup to counteract this with
relative ease. It came as a surprise
that more teams did not experiment
with the designs given the lack of
running available before pre-season
testing kicks off on February 7.

Tom McCullough, Barrichello’s
race engineer, who ran the Williams
test told AUTOSPORT: “I thought
there’d be a few more teams
[running the exhausts]. But even
though some didn’t have the
exhaust, they were trying engine
mapping settings. From our side, we
had to get as much information for

“This will reduce the
efficiency of the diffuser,
making cars less stable”

Gary Anderson

our design guys and the windtunnel
for next year”

The 2012 exhaust configuration is
tightly mandated, but it appears that
both were attempting to blow gases
to the rear wing. While both had
grafted their experimental exhausts
on 2011 designs, Mercedes and
Williams could have stolen a march
on rivals with the data gathered.

Pirelli changes to keep racing exciting

PIRELLI IS CONFIDENT THAT ITS 2012
rubber will produce the exciting racing
that it is targeting next year after a
successful first test of the tyres with all
of the teams last week.

During last week’s young driver test
in Abu Dhabi, each team had two sets
of each of the three prototype
compounds, which feature a modified
profile and construction. The rubber is
aimed to create two/three stop races

12 autosport.com November 24 2011

with a narrower performance band
across the different compounds and a
maximum performance spread of
around eight-tenths of a second.

“We have to be really happy with the
test,” Pirelli motorsport boss Paul
Hembery told AUTOSPORT. “It was
difficult in that you have a lot of
different drivers, none of which have
driven this year’s tyres. But they have
done a good job and allowed us to

complete our programme.”

The 2012 development programme
is effectively complete and Hembery is
confident that the “aggressive”
compounds will work as hoped.

“The super soft will stay pretty
much where it is but the hard will be
closer to the current medium. The new
medium will be closer to the current
soft, so we’re confident that we will be
more towards three stops than two.”

AUTOSPORT technical
consultant Gary Anderson believes
that blowing the rear wing will not
offer great benefits. “The change
will reduce the efficiency of the
diffuser and make the cars less
stable under braking,” he said.

“But it will more or less equalise
the difference in how the different
engine manufacturers operate
their engine on the overrun.

“With the exhaust outlets in
their new positions, the high energy
airflow will be concentrated on the
underside of the rear wing, but I
think that the benefits to wing
performance will be negligible.”

Nextyear’s tyre
compounds are set
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De laRosa returns (again)

R e S ———

Two years for de la Rosa

PEDRO DELAROSA WILL RACE
for HRT for the next two years
afteragreeinga contract with
the Spanishteam.

The 40-year-old, who made a
one-offracereturn appearance for
Sauberasastand-infor Sergio
Perezin Canadathisyear, has held
talks with HRT about a possible
driveineach of the last two years.
But the Spaniard has underlined
inthe past that he would only be
willingto commit to the back-of-
the-gridteamifhe canseeabright
future for the squad. His decision

Thynne
1939-2011

toturnhisbackonaMclaren
testdealis proof that he has
confidenceinthe team’s potential.
“There were three decisive
factors,” said de laRosa. “My
desiretoreturntoactive
competition, thefactthatHRTisa
Spanishteam and gettingto know
the people leading this project.”
DelaRosahas started 85
grands prix since his debutin
1999.Ifhe completes the 2012
campaign, it will be his first full
seasonsince 2002, when heraced
forJaguaralongside Eddie Irvine.

WILLIAMS COMMERCIAL
director of the 1980s Sheridan
Thynne has died.

Thynne got to know Frank
Williams during the early 1960s
and became a trusted friend and
advisor. In 1979, he offered to
go to the French Grand Prix
to look after a commercial
representative from British
Leyland on the basis that
Williams would give him a job
if the guest was convinced to

sign on as a sponsor. As a result,

Thynne joined the team in
November 1979 to work on
the commercial side.

He became an integral part of

PEDRO DE LA ROSA
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Williams, pulling in deals that
allowed it to grow into the
sport’s dominant force. His
recruitment also gave his boss
more time to focus on political
issues during the turbulent first
few years of the 1980s.

Thynne played a key role
in bringing Nigel Mansell out
of retirement and back to the
team in 1991 and, when talks
between the two parties ahead
of the 1993 season fell apart, he
resigned and followed Mansell
to Indycar.

He retained an interest in
motorsport, assisting son Piers
with his hillclimb exploits.

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

THIS WEEK IN F1

7 McLAREN Team principal Martin Whitmarsh
has hailed Pedro de la Rosa’s contribution to
McLaren’s season after the Spaniard signed for
HRT for 2012. “Pedro is the archetypal team
player,” said Whitmarsh. “But he is a racer at
heart, and we support his decision.”

"W FERRARI Team principal Stefano Domenicali
s %ﬁ is determined that Ferrari will make a strong
start to next season after starting this year off
the pace. “We were not competitive at the
beginning, the gap was too big,” he said.

(37 MERCEDES Michael Schumacher has targeted
= atop six finish in the Brazilian Grand Prix to
e = round off his season. “We have enjoyed some
good results finishing in the top six and I would
love to continue this trend in Brazil,” he said.

o M RENAULT Vitaly Petrov has admitted that he
S <acted a bit stupidly” after hitting out at the
team in an interview with Russian TV after the
Abu Dhabi GP. He had criticised Renault’s
strategy calls and lack of development.

E \ WILLIAMS Rubens Barrichello insists that this
= weekend’s Brazilian Grand Prix will not be the
\ \ W, final race in his F1 career. “I want to be there
[next year] and I am working my balls off to
make that happen,” said the Brazilian.

= FORCE INDIA Team principal Vijay Mallya is

¥ , confident that Force India will close out sixth

[ W | place in the constructors’ championship this
weekend. The team targeted sixth place, which

would be its best finish yet, at the beginning of
the season.

m SAUBER Fabio Leimer became the first Swiss
dnver to test for the team since 2003 in Abu
Dhabi last weekend. The previous Swiss to run
was Neel Jani, who had the last of this three
days running with the team in December 2003.

{. eACE

TORO ROSSO Stefano Coletti made his F1 test
debut for Toro Rosso in Abu Dhabi last week.
The GP2 racewinner improved throughout the
test, saying “every time I put on new tyres I
went a lot quicker”.

P LOTUS Luiz Razia is hopeful of continuing with
Q the team next season after spending 2011 as

a reserve driver. The Brazilian ran during last

2013. This is also favoured by race
organisers, although promoter Tavo

week’s Abu Dhabi test and claimed to have
“a lot of options” for next year.

Austin fails

Hellmund didn’t rule out the 2012
to pay fo r event being saved last week. g..—.-g HRT Spaniard Dani Clos, who tested for the
“As a project, we have failed __" team in Abu Dhabi last week, has targeted a

many times over to fulfill our
financial obligations to Formula 1,”
he said. “It is that simple. I'm
optimistic that we’re going to get
this done and that we’re going to
have a grand prix next year.”

The failure to meet payments
means that race organisers remain
without a grand prix contract. This
is a stumbling block in terms of
bringing sponsors on board to
raise the $25 million hosting fee.

- wmmmmm race seat with HRT next season. Clos is working
to raise some money and has not ruled out a
non-racing role with the team.

2012 race

THE MOOTED UNITED STATES
Grand Prix in Austin is set to lose
its place on the Formula 1 calendar.
Bernie Ecclestone has already
confirmed that it is likely to be
pulled from the schedule, while a
statement released last Friday
referred to his desire to move the
inaugural F1 race at Austin back to

VIRGIN Charles Pic made his F1 testing debut

azwanes With Virgin in Abu Dhabi last week. The
Frenchman is expected to be confirmed as a
Virgin race driver after the Brazilian Grand Prix.
“I'hope to be in Formula 1 next year and that is
my objective,” said the GP2 race winner.

Bernieis ready
to pull the plug
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Straight talk
Coulthard

13-time GP winner and 2001 world title runner- up

[t might not be a classic

track for the drivers, but
Interlagos has everything
else and is so full of
character. Their obsessive

passion for the Brazilian
drivers won’t be wasted
this year — there’s three

Brazil’s crowd power,
Sennawinsin1993

PIC: LAT

conjures up images of so many

triumphs and tragedies, and the
real Brazilian gladiators of Formula 1
like Ayrton Senna, Nelson Piquet
and Emerson Fittipaldi basking in
the adoration of their home crowd.
And while it’s not quite up there
with Spa and Suzuka as the drivers’
favourite tracks, you don’t exactly
hear many complaints either.

The circuit itself might not quite
be the challenge that it was back
in the 1970s, but it’s still a classic,
and has produced some absolute
thrillers; Kimi Raikkonen’s title in
2007, Jenson Button’s charge to the
championship two years ago, and
the unforgettable last corner pass
by Lewis Hamilton on Timo Glock
that made him — and not Felipe
Massa — world champion in the
intervening season. And that’s
only going back a couple of years.
T haven’t even mentioned

the atmosphere yet. And that’s
something to behold. So many of
these new tracks now have amazing

I nterlagos. Just saying the word

facilities, but there’s just something
lacking in their personality. In Brazil
you just know you won’t go even a
day without one of the toilet blocks
overflowing and most of the track
needs a lick of paint or two, but you
don’t notice any of it really, and
what you do notice, you certainly
don’t mind, because the personality
of the place is amazing.

The passion of the Brazilians
has such an impact on the race
weekend. So whether it’s the track
marshals, the race fans, even the
guys that are there to hold you
up and steal your watch, these
guys are amazing to be around.

Nowhere is it more obvious than
on the start/finish straight. You’ve
just had the real rollercoaster of the
left-hander at Juncao, the climb up
to the left at the top of the hill and
then the flat-out downhill sweep to
the finish line, and you suddenly
feel the crowd right on top of you,
and you really feel the intimacy.

The podium is pretty special
too. I'm fortunate to have won the
Brazilian Grand Prix back in 2001
("d have had another in 2003 as
well if we hadn’t messed up on the
strategy and stopped on the lap that
the race ended up getting declared
on), and the closeness of the crowd
is even more apparent on the
podium when you get showered in
tickertape and can see and hear the
dancing and singing.

RUBENS BARRICHELLO

I remember watching the races on
TV at Rio when Senna and Piquet
were at their peak, the reception
they got from the fans looked

incredible. I'm sure some of that
will be there this time for Massa,
Barrichello and Bruno Senna.

For Rubens especially, it could
be his last grand prix as he’ll head
into the winter without a contract
in all likeliness, and that would be
a massive shame. I think it’s a bit
of an injustice that he’s never won
his home grand prix, as he’s been
so fast there on so many occasions,
especially during his time at Ferrari.
This is the Brazilian crowd’s chance
to give him the send-off — if,
indeed that’s what it proves to
be — that he deserves. I hope
he can get a result.

YOUNG DRIVERS
There have been a fair few
comments made about last week’s
Abu Dhabi Young Driver test, with
F3 Euro Series champion Roberto
Merhi even labeling it ‘a joke’ in
terms of some of the drivers that
turned out for the teams.
While some teams will use
the test to earn extra money from
well-backed GP2 drivers, and others
will use it to test bits for their 2012
cars, there’s nothing inherently
wrong with that; it’s been
happening for decades, albeit
in perhaps a less public manner.
The shame is that with different
teams having different agendas,
we have no idea — timesheets
notwithstanding — who has actually
done a good job and who hasn’t;
S0 it’s not really a public display of
young talent. Only the individual
teams themselves know for sure,
and they’re not likely to share that
information. This is F1, after all. &

“Interlagos has produced
some absolute thrillers”

November 24 2011 autosport.com 15
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Closing the season in fitting style

Old-school Interlagos layout and a new Pirelli tyre compound should give 2011 the perfect send-off this weekend

tracks where Formula 1 history

stretches back no further than
20009, the sport returns to one of its
classic venues. Interlagos first held
the Brazilian Grand Prix in 1972,
when it was a non-championship
race, on its ultra-fast five-mile
original incarnation. Elements of
that remain in use in the current
configuration, which was first used
in 1990. And the spectacular
original Turn 1 is still visible on the
outside of the Senna S.

Unlike circuits such as

Silverstone, where its history has
been wiped by periodic track

After three consecutive races at

16 autosport.com November 24 2011

changes, Interlagos is a crumbling
edifice of a grand prix venue.
Everywhere, there are glimpses of
its past, which just ads to its charm.
The pits and paddock are cramped,
eclipsed only in that regard by
Monaco, which doesn’t make life
easy for the teams. Neither does the
threat of attempted thefts as
personnel travel to and from the
track, with evidence of Brazil’s
poverty lying so close to the circuit.
It’s picturesque, too, with the
height of the pit complex offering a
fantastic view over the undulating
track, and the city of Sao Paulo as a
backdrop. After a month of

new-build tracks, this comes as a
refreshing change.

Interlagos is popular with the
drivers too. While the middle
section of the track is not
particularly fast, it is ferociously
technical and is a true test of a
driver’s precision. There are fast
corners too, as well as arguably the
best overtaking opportunity on the
F1 calendar at the Senna S. This
corner has been the scene of so
many classic passing moves and it
produces one of the most

spectacular starts of any grand prix.

Then there is the wild card...the
weather. Rain has frequently

interrupted proceedings over the
years, creating some unforgettable
moments. Ayrton Senna’s victory in
a race hit with a heavy rainstorm in
1993 looms large, with the
unforgettable image of Alain Prost
losing his Williams and clattering
into Christian Fittipaldi’s spun
Minardi in near-zero visibility
etched in the memory.

Pirelli has decided to allocate its
new soft tyre compound for this
weekend’s race. Teams’ relative lack
of knowledge of this tyre could
create a lively race, and with
overtaking a definite, it could give
the 2011 season a fitting finale.
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Interlagosisallabout the
bit that matters: the track
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SEBASTIAN VETTEL

Tusually do some special training before Interlagos to
get my neck muscles used to it. Because the track is
anti-clockwise, the long left hand corners are a strain
onthedrivers. The best overtaking place is the first
corner —it’s perfect for pulling out of a slipstream.

JENSONBUTTON

You’re struck by the sense of history whenever you go
to Interlagos, and it’s always exciting to be racing
around in the bowl with the packed grandstands
looking down on you. It’s a busy lap, and the
combination of bumps, gradients and corner speeds
puta lot of physical stress onthe drivers.

VITALY PETROV

People love coming here; it’s a very lively track due
to the nature of the long straight with the tiny kinks
which give you a chance to find the slipstream. It is
notan easy track to set the car up for, and turns six
and seven are very, very special.
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2001 )uan Pablo Montoya
exploded onto the F1sceneinthe
third race of his maiden season.
He passed Michael Schumacher
with a late-braking move into the
first corner on lap three and
looked to have the race under control until Arrows
driver Jos Verstappen misjudged his braking while
being lapped and hit the back of Montoya. David
Coulthard won the race after pulling his own
dramatic first-corner pass on Schumacher.

ALLSY. CORNER

LARANJINHA Thefast doubleright-
hander leaves little margin for error.

While not an overtaking spot, it requires drivers to
be committed and precise, as braking fora slow
right-hander follows comes directly after the exit.
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HULKENBERG STEALS THE SHOW (BRIEFLY)

GARY ANDERSON’S

SUPERGRID
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The only position
changeinthe midfield
after Abu Dhabiis Paul

eeccoce

AUTOSPORT technical correspondent Gary Anderson
has been compiling anindex, created by taking each
driver’s percentage deficit to the outright pace over

diResta jumping Nick
Heidfeld, as both Force
Indias keepimproving
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the season, using their best laps from each grand
prix weekend. This is how they stand with just one
race remaining this season. The theoretical absolute
paceis expressed as 100 per cent.
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Vettel 100.040

Button 100.818
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Alonso 100.882
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Allthe attention was on the world championship fight
heading into qualifying for last year’s race, only for
Nico Hulkenberg to steal the limelight witha brilliant
performance. The Williams driver took advantage of
damp conditions to set two laps good enough for pole
position, leaving Sebastian Vettelin the shade by over
asecond. Inevitably, Hulkenberg fadedin therace toa 2
more Williams-like position, losing out to both Red Bulls e
on the opening lap, as Vettel went on to control the race ahead of team-mate Mark Webber.
Fernando Alonso came home third having made short work of Lewis Hamilton and
Hulkenberg to lead the chase of the Red Bulls,while Hamilton finished fourth to set up the
dramatic four-way title shootout in Abu Dhabi. RESULTS: 1 Sebastian Vettel; 2 Mark Webber;
3 Fernando Alonso; 4 Lewis Hamilton; 5 Jenson Button; 6 Nico Rosberg; 7 Michael
Schumacher; 8 Nico Hulkenberg; 9 Robert Kubica; 10 Kamui Kobayashi.
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Alguersuari 103.407

De la Rosa 103.524
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The Supergrid clearly
illustrates Heikki
Kovalainen’s sheer
pace advantage over
Jarno Trulli this year
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LUCAS
DI GRASSI

thedriver@autosport.com
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THE LAST GRAND PRIX OF THE YEAR COULDN’T
be in a better place than at Interlagos, in my
hometown of Sao Paulo.

It’s a great city, and Interlagos is a great circuit.
The first corner, Senna S, is a banked left which is
taken in second gear. You brake very deep into the
corner but you need to keep it tight on the exit, as
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RACE 0DDS (Ladbrokes)

SET_ UP normally deteriorates from year to xz{tngﬂm gﬁ"s : the second part must be taken flat-out for a good
GUID year, meaning the braking areas get Button 5/1 » straightline speed on the back straight.
E bumpier and the surface gets slicker. Alonso 8/1 s At the end of that straight, Turn 4, called Lago,
— This, and the slow off-camber corners Webber 8/1 . or lake, is a more open corner; you have to combine
GARY ANDERSON which tend to induce inside front Massa 50/1 ' late braking with fast mid-corner speed to get a

Technical consultant wheel locking, requires a compliant Rosberg 125/1 © good run onto the next straight. Turn 6, Laranjinha,

anti-roll-bar set-up. Combining this with ~ Schunacher L5078 or little orange in English, is the fastest corner on

AERODYNAMIC a stiff front torsion spring set-up will g;tlﬁsm gggﬁ the circuit, taken in fifth gear and almost without
Teams have to consider the long benefit braking stability and traction. Petrov 1000/1 ' any braking. The next two corners are very tight and
run from the final corner to Turn 1in Kobayashti 1000/1 . takenin second gear, Pinheirinho and Bico do Pato,
their set-up. We have seen over the ALTITUDE Buemi 1000/1 »orduck’s beak, a reference to the shape of the very
last few races that the tyres are now Interlagos's high altitude will have Senna 100071 . tight right-hand hairpin that is the beginning of
much more stable than they wereat  several effects on the performance of ~ Alguersuart 100071 ' another plunge downhill.

: Perez 1000/1 , .
the start of the season, so most teams  the cars this weekend. It should cost Barrichello 1500/1 X As we reach the end of the lap, next there is
will run a bit less than maximum the engines around 70bhp, meaning Maldonado 1500/1 . the Mergulho, or dive, a flat-out corner followed
downforce, plus a rear wing assembly  that KERS will be a big advantage on Trulli 5000/1 by Juncao, or junction, which joins the old track

that has the best DRS offset. the run up the hill from the final corner.  Kovalainen 5000/1 . with the new, later design. After that, there is the
That, combined with the DRS, should d’Ambrosio 7500/1 ' Coffee Corner, easy flat, which leads back to the
MECHANICAL allow for even more overtaking than GIeR AN ! main straight.
) Ricciardo 7500/1 V . .
The track surface at Interlagos usual into the Senna S. Liuzzd 7500/1 ; The Brazilian GP ends a great year with lots of
. i action-packed races. [ truly expect next year to be
= - Uphillfinishto THE FINAL RACE OF as good as this

the lapis crucial

© ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

the season could
offer some value,
especially as Brazil
is famous for rain
playing havoc on
Sunday afternoons.
If you're playing it
straight, Vettel at
evens stillisn’'t a
bad shout. But for
something a bit
left-field, how about
Massa for a podium?
If he’s going to find
his form again
anywhere, it’s going
to be on home soil.

e e

one, where we've
had more than
1000 overtaking

moves thanks to HNE

Pirelli and DRS. International Sport Business

LIVE TV AND RADIO

I FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25
1155-1335 Free practice 1 LIVE (BBC red button and online)
1555-1735 Free practice 2 LIVE (BBC red button and online)

I SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26

1255-1405 Free practice 3 LIVE (BBC red button and online)
1500-1730 Qualifying LIVE (BBC1, Radio 5 Live SX and online)

I SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27
1500-1815 Grand Prix LIVE (BBC1, Radio 5 Live SX and online)

.
.

.
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AUTOSPORT grand prix editor

Renault has never lost faith
initsinjured driver Robert
Kubica. But recent recovery
complications and a lack of
communication means the
futureis currently unclear.
F1 wants him back, though

PIC:HONE/GETTY

Kubica will be welcomed
back, but with which team?

defeated and a fairytale ending,
or one of the saddest ‘might-

have-been’ stories in the sport’s
history? That’s where we’re at with
Robert Kubica at the moment.

Robert’s lack of communication
with Renault and its team principal
Eric Boullier regarding his recovery
process has led to fears that all is
not well. There was a time, earlier
in the summer, when Robert was
optimistic he could be in the car
for Brazil this weekend. Not only
is that not happening, but latest
estimates don’t have him in a racing
car until mid-season, at the earliest.

There are two issues that have
slowed the recovery: the lack of
muscle-building of the injured right
arm because of his elbow needing
to be locked in place and the slower
than expected re-growth of nerve
endings in his right hand.

Regarding the first, when the
surgeons looked at how the elbow
was recovering they recommended
keeping the brace on for a further
few weeks for a fuller recovery.

S o which is it: the nightmare

Reluctantly Robert agreed and from
that moment the chances of him
being ready late season or even
early 2012 were effectively over.
The muscle wastage from all those
months of inactivity is obviously
considerable and will take months
of training to overcome. The brace
is due to be removed next week.

The slow growth of the nerve
endings was of more concern for it
potentially meant the functions of
the hand might not reach the level
required for the car. There was also
a problem with the rotation of the
arm. However, the exploratory
operation on the elbow revealed the
likely cause — a sliver of chipped
bone was causing a blockage. This
was removed by Professor Rossello
and already the signs are that the
nerve growth has accelerated.

As far as anyone knows, there is
no definitive physical reason why
Robert will not be able to make a
return to F1 — in time. But the lack
of communication with the team
has obviously given cause for
concern and Boullier has now
confirmed he will be assuming that
Kubica will not be one of the team’s
drivers going into the season, but
leaves the prospect of a return later
in the year open. The reality is
Kubica is not yet at a stage where
he can even give a timetable on
his recovery, other than in the
very loosest sense. It will not be
in time for Melbourne, but neither
will it be in another year from now.

But let’s not forget that Kubica’s
contract with the team runs out
at the end of this year and that
Renault is not the only team
interested. Another team has
maintained contact with him

during his recovery, a team

with which he has had more
communication than with Renault.
They are enormous believers in
both the man and the driver and
have repeatedly emphasised that
any time he feels ready to return,
they can have a car for him.

Speculation states it is Ferrari,
the implication being that Felipe
Massa might be asked to stand
down should Kubica take up its
invite — or perhaps it would be just
an invite to thrash around Fiorano
in a 2010 car for a few weeks, to
build up his functioning in the
cockpit and give Ferrari a chance
to assess his level for a possible
full return in 2013.

But the interesting point is that
no-one has forgotten about him,
despite his year away, despite no
appearances or public statements.
The sport remains absolutely on
stand-by to accommodate his
return and his close relationship
with Bernie Ecclestone should
probably further ensure there
will be a place for him when he
decides he’s ready. All this for
a guy that’s won only one grand
prix. It’s a testament to the huge
faith that most have in this oddly
left-field guy that plays by no-one’s
rules but his own, an apparently
psychologically airtight driver
of truly explosive talent. It’s
my personal belief that Kubica
was the world’s best F1 driver
before his accident — a view that
Fernando Alonso, for one, shares.
If a successful comeback does
eventually ensue, this is going to
be one of the greatest feel-good,
lump-in-throat stories the sport
has ever produced. &

“Before this, he was the world’s
best F1 driver. Alonso agrees”
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allow BMW to “extract the

maximum” out of its new
M3 next year, according to the
manufacturer’s motorsport
director, Jens Marquardt.

DTM champion Tomczyk was
confirmed as the fourth member
of BMW’s 2012 line-up yesterday
(Wednesday) alongside Bruno
Spengler, Andy Priaulx and Augusto
Farfus after electing to end an
11-year stint with Audi just weeks
after taking an improbable title.

“We are very happy indeed with
our driver line-up,” Marquardt told
AUTOSPORT. “In addition to two
top drivers from our own line-up,
we now have two top-level drivers

M artin Tomczyk’s signing will

s S

... despite being putin
anolder carfor2011

from the DTM series as well.

It is remarkable that both Bruno
and Martin are so experienced —
although they are still young

for touring car drivers.

“What his [Tomczyk’s]
remarkable results demonstrated
this year were consistency, [and
being] very intelligent in a race car,
as well as the ability to extract the

/ rﬁ
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/7 Auidi Sport
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maximum out of the material that
he has to work with.”

Tomczyk, who won seven races
from 111 starts for Audi, said that
despite taking this year’s title in
year-old machinery run by Phoenix
Racing, he needed a “new challenge”
in his career.

Head of Audi Sport Dr Wolfgang
Ullrich believes that Tomczyk’s
switch to Phoenix last winter was
the impetus for his improved levels
of consistency and speed during
2011, and was full of praise for the
job done by the driver while in
Audi colours.

“I'm personally delighted that
Martin showed his many critics
this year,” Ullrich said.

0%

3
i

Tomczyk took the
DTMtitle for Audi...

BMW ups the ante with Tomczyk

DTM returnee issues declaration of intent with shock signing of reigning champion. By JAMIE O’LEARY

—

“I can understand that to start
with he viewed the transfer to team
Phoenix and a year-old car as a
demotion. But, as I hoped, it gave
his career new impulses. He has
always been a complete professional
and I wish him all the best.”

@® BMW’s Monteblanco test last
week was disrupted by an outbreak
of acute gastro-intestinal disease
within the team camp, which
forced Spengler — who was having
his maiden run in the M3 DTM

— to miss a day of driving.

ALMS GT champion Joey Hand,
whom Marquardt insists “is a
contender for a DTM race seat”,
drove alongside Farfus, Spengler
and Dirk Werner.

DTM

Rockenfeller takes sportscar sabbatical

MIKE ROCKENFELLER IS PREPARED TO
put his sportscar careeronholdinabid
toimprove his chance of fighting for next
year’'s DTMtitle.

The 28-year-old German has
successfully combinedracingin both
disciplines for Audisince 2007, but faces
atough decision this winterasraces from
the new World Endurance Championship
(plusthe Le Mans 24 Hours Test Day) clash
with DTM events.

While Audi shuffled its driver line-up
onmorethanoneoccasioninthe

22 autosport.com November 24 2011

Intercontinental Le Mans Cup this year,
theinclusion ofadrivers’titleinthe WEC
nextyear means thereis more to gain from
keepingits roster consistentin 2012. This
is likely to preventits DTM drivers from
combiningtheir programmes next year.

“Doing both championships is not
really an option,” Rockenfeller told
AUTOSPORT. “Both sportscars and the
DTMaretooimportantforyou not to be
100 per cent focused on one.”

Despite Martin Tomczyk’s departure for
BMW, Audistill faces a difficult decision

astowhichdriverstofieldin2012inthe
DTM, the manufacturer having confirmed
this week that it will cutits car count from
ninetoseven.Rockenfeller believes that
the only way to safeguard his long-term
DTM careeristo make it his priority for
nextseason.

“I'thinkif I stopped the DTM now,
that’s probably it for my career. If I stop
sportscars, then I'mstillonly 28 so T know
Icancome backinafew yearsand still be
competitive. Idon’t know for sure [where
T'llrace], butT'lltend to say DTM.”

\ ‘ " Rockenfeller wants
1 tofocus onthe DTM
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MACAU HAT-TRICK

Edoardo Mortara clocked up his third Macau win in as
many years with victory in an Audi R8 in the GT race
last weekend. The Italian, bottom right, won the
Formula 3 Grand Prix in 2009 and 2010.
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EPORTS EDITOR
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ietoris focused
on a DTM future

g o
TR
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CHRISTIAN VIETORIS IS
prepared to turn his back on
single seaters to land a move
into Mercedes’ crack HWA
squad next year after testing
one of the manufacturer’s new
DTM C-coupes at Monteblanco
last week.

Mercedes has already
re-signed 2011 HWA drivers
Gary Paffett and Ralf
Schumacher, and is also
likely to retain Jamie Green.
However, with Bruno Spengler
having left for BMW, there is a
seat available, and Vietoris,

Vietoris has pledged
allegiance to Merc

who combined a season in a
2008-spec Persson Mercedes
with a GP2 programme this
year, turned down a seat with
Renault at Formula 1’s young
driver test in order to drive.
“My goal is to stay in the
DTM with Mercedes,” Vietoris,
22, told AUTOSPORT. “And of
course I want the HWA car;
that’s the goal of all the
drivers in year-old cars.
“Mercedes is my home now.
That’s why I said no to the F1
test and why doing another
year of GP2 makes no sense.”

Huff: T'll be
better in ’12

ROB HUFF BELIEVES HE CAN GO ONE
step better in next year’s World Touring
Car Championship after falling three
points short of this year’s champion,
Chevrolet team-mate Yvan Muller, in
the final round at Macau on Sunday.

Huff won both races at Macau to equal
Muller’s wins tally for the season, but the
Frenchman did enough to ensure his third
world title, and his second successive
crown for Chevy.

“Looking back on the season [ made
mistakes in the middle of the year, which
lost me those three points,” admitted the
31-year-old Briton.

“We will study back over the season to
see what we could have done to improve
and come back stronger next year.”

@ P56 MACAU REPORT

hile Bruno Spengler’s switch from

Mercedes to BMW for 2012 was the
worst-kept secret in the DTM paddock for a
number of months, I have to admit that the
news that series champion Martin Tomczyk
will join him did take me by surprise; the
general feeling being that early-season talks
between him and the manufacturer were
dead in the water by the summer.

On the surface, it is a brave man who leaves
a championship-winning team in favour of a
new (or rather, returning) manufacturer, but
looking deeper, it could just be the smartest
decision he’s ever made.

Think about it. With the switch to all-new
cars next year, Phoenix Racing — winless for
a decade prior to 2011 — loses its 25kg weight
advantage (seen as crucial in maximising the
benefit of Hankook rubber this year), while
at Abt Sportsline in previous years, Tomczyk
was merely one voice struggling to be heard
among four top-line in-house drivers.

At BMW he, like Spengler, brings
current-series experience, which is some-
thing few others in the fold have, meaning
he will be able to exercise his influence. The
same thing happened at Phoenix this year,
and it didn’t turn out too badly, did it?

BMW will call on all of
Tomczyk’s experience

...a DTM champion decamped? The last DTM
champion to take #1 to a different team/
manufacturer was Klaus Ludwig, who won
the *94 title for Merc and then moved to
Opel in ’95 to race a Team Rosberg Calibra.
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INDYCAR

No t@Sting means tricky
st@ft for Lotus teams

Rivals predict struggle for Lotus

Three teams sign for Lotus/Judd engines, but race is now on to catch up on development before first race

ndyCar Series runner-up

Will Power believes that

the Lotus-powered teams
will face an uphill battle to make
a competitive start to the 2012
season due to their inability to
test before the new year.

Lotus confirmed the first three
of its teams last week, with HVM,
Bryan Herta Autosport and Dreyer
& Reinbold having all signed up to
use the Judd-built powerplants.
But the lateness of the deals
means that the teams will not
get an opportunity to track-test
their engines until January. Rivals

Honda and Chevrolet, on the
other hand, have been running
since last month, and Power, who
tested the Honda-engined DW12
for the first time at Barber last
week, said Lotus had a difficult
job ahead in trying to catch up.

“I think it is going to be really
tough for the Lotus guys,” Power
told AUTOSPORT. “To not start
running in a car until [January]
is a pretty tall order. We’ve gone
through the initial stages of our
engine, and they’ve got quite a
bit of work to do.”

HVM team owner Keith

Wiggins said Lotus deal makes
more sense for a smaller team than
trying to fight Penske and Ganassi
on equal terms.

“The big two teams were always
going to be first in line for Honda
and Chevrolet, so it made perfect
sense for us to try something
different with Lotus,” Wiggins
told AUTOSPORT. “With Judd, I
believe we will have a competitive
engine that might give us a
competitive edge.”

HVM will get some factory
support as part of the deal, and
Wiggins hopes to add a second

car alongside Simona de Silvestro
to gather as much data as possible.
“We will receive technical
assistance and will play a role in
developing the engine as well as
chassis development,” he said.
“We are a factory-supported
team. Lotus and HVM is looking
for information from multiple
cars during the season and at
the moment we only have one car
confirmed though we are working
on running a second. The plan is
to run partnerships with several
teams to pool information and
speed up development.”

= Power, fewer
chassis options
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Power: Plenty to come from new chassis

WILLPOWERBELIEVES THAT THE

new DW12 chassis will evolve
substantially from the version that is
pressed into service for the start of the
2012 season.

The series runner-up had his first
runinthe carat Barber last week,
completing 115 laps, and said that
teams may initially have fewer set-up
options than they did with the previous

Dallara due to the need to equalise
theengines.

“Ihave afeeling that there won’t
be much that you can play withon
the first version of this car,” he told
AUTOSPORT. “There may be less [set-
up options] than last year. Therearea
few more options in the diff, but that’s
it. When you build a new carand bring
new manufacturersin, it’s going to bea

slow process of ironing out bugs and
seeing where everyoneis.”

Power also confirmed that no new
safety changes have been made tothe
DW312in the wake of Dan Wheldon’s
crash at Las Vegas.

“A canopy is probably the only way
you can stop something coming into
the cockpit and striking the head, but
that’s along-term project,” he said.
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INDYCAR

IndyCar seeks solution to pack racing

INDYCAR OFFICIALS REMAIN

confident that the series can continue to

race on 1.5-mile ovals next season, providing

that it can find a way to break up the pack

racing that may have played a part in

causing the accident that claimed the life

of Dan Wheldon at Las Vegas last month.
IndyCar vice-president of technology

Will Phillips met with race engineers from

various teams for a five-hour forum at

Indianapolis Motor Speedway last week

to discuss what could be done for 1.5-mile

ovals to remain viable, and he said that the

main focus was on stopping the cars from

being able to complete an entire lap flat-out.
“The general consensus was that we

needed to make the drivers have to drive the

cars, and not be running flat-out a half lap

Ovalpackracing [ %3
needstobesafe g

after they get on the track,” said Phillips.

“We might have to have different
regulations at different tracks, and through
various means make sure we contain a top
speed that’s deemed acceptable. And to
make sure the driver participates, we have
to grip limit the car. Do we accomplish that
with aero or mechanical [means]? Or a
combination of both? Do we mandate
set-ups in terms of springs to limit grip?

“The biggest affect comes from the tyres,
so we need to talk to Firestone and see what
they think, perhaps look at current
developments in F1 as an example.”

Phillips said that a complete solution
would not be found until the teams and
series had a better understanding of the
new DW12 chassis, but he is optimistic

that even tracks such as Texas, which is
notorious for pack racing, can be made safe.

“I asked the group: ‘Do we think we can
go and race at Texas?’ They said, ‘yes we
can’,” Phillips said. “So we’ve got to put a
package together and take some cars from
each manufacturer and go test. We need
to see them run together, see what the
turbulence behind the new cars is like
and see if they run two abreast, three
wide or get spread out.”

Dallara is planning to make some
changes to the car to address weight
distribution problems that have caused
handling issues in the early running. The
tweaks will be tested by the series at
Homestead before the first tubs are
delivered to teams on December 15.

IN BRIEF

Leimer eyes Racing

Leimer, third season in GP2

GP2 RACE WINNER FABIO LEIMER IS
targeting a third year in the category
and a move to Racing Engineering
following his tough 2011 campaign.
The 22-year-old had a
disappointing year with reigning
champion team Rapax as the Italian
squad struggled to get to grips with
the new Dallara chassis. He took a
sprint race victory early in the season
at Barcelona, but could only manage

Engineering move

14th in the standings by the end
of the year.

“We wanted to only do two years
in GP2, but at the moment it looks
like we will do a third,” said the
Swiss driver, who won the feature
race at the recent non-championship
Abu Dhabi event. “It looks really
positive that we will do the next
year with Racing Engineering.”

Dani Clos, who has raced for the
Spanish team for the past three years,
does not expect to stay with Racing
Engineering if he does return for a
fourth season in GP2.

“I’ve had three very good years
with them and learned a lot but it’s
time for me to change,” said the
23-year-old, who is also chasing a
Formula 1 seat with HRT. “We have
good options, some teams want me
and they are knocking on the door.”

FORMULA RENAULT 3.5

Stoneman
returns to
action

DEAN STONEMAN WILL RETURN TO
the cockpit for the first time since being
diagnosed with cancer when he tests a
Formula Renault 3.5 car next week.

The 2010 Formula 2 champion has
been undergoing treatment since his
illness was discovered in January. He
is scheduled to join the ISR team at
Motorland next Tuesday and Wednesday,
marking his first run in a race car since
he drove for Williams in last year’s F1
young driver test.

Stoneman’s manager Stephen Noakes
said that the outing was being treated as
part of the 21-year-old’s rehabilitation.

“Dean has been slowly recovering
and working on his fitness, and he feels
that the time is right to get back into
the car and use the test as part of his
rehabilitation for 2012,” he said.

The 3is back, and approved

LITTLE E BACKS NO.3 RETURN
Dale Earnhardt Jr has revealed that he
would like his late father’s famous #3 to
return to NASCAR’s top tier with Truck
Series champion Austin Dillon. The
grandson of legendary team boss Richard
Childress will take the number to the
second-tier Nationwide Series next year.
“The number can’t be gone forever,” said
Earnhardt Jr. “It would be fine by me.”

DALLARA SHIPS FIRST DW12
Dallara has begun shipping 2012 IndyCar
chassis from Italy to its US base in
Indianapolis in preparation for the release
of the first batch of cars to teams in
mid-December.

STAR MAZDA CHAMP PROMOTED
Star Mazda champion Tristan Vautier will
step up to Indy Lights next year with Sam
Schmidt Motorsport. Schmidt’s team has
won the past two Lights titles with JK
Vernay and Josef Newgarden.

LAGUNA INTEREST IN V8S
Laguna Seca has expressed an interest in
stepping in as host of the V8 Supercar’s
planned visit to the US next year if the
beleaguered Circuit of the Americas in
Austin is not ready.

EARLY GP3 SIGNING

Ethan Ringel has become the first driver
to sign up for next year’s GP3 Series. The
17-year-old from Florida will race for the
CRS Atech squad.

GP3 TEST DATES FINALISED
GP3 has announced the dates for its 2012
pre-season tests. The 10 teams will run at
Estoril on February 21-22, Barcelona on
March 12-13, and finish off at Silverstone
on April 11-12.

CHANGES FOR SEARS POINT
Sears Point officials are consulting with
Penske IndyCar drivers Ryan Briscoe and
Will Power in an effort to improve
overtaking opportunities at the circuit for
next year’s race.

Sears to get spiced up
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Glamour of YM to help
local motorsport too

YAS MARINA

Yas Marina plans to go local

Abu Dhabi track to cut down on international championships in effort to help develop local motorsport

bu Dhabi’s Yas Marina The circuit will not sign any new that to a certain level, we’ll look at  trying to add more value to the
A circuit is planning to shift contracts with international series  bringing those series back again. It  F1 event, and partly on the
away from holding in the foreseeable future, but was no reflection on the success of promotional efforts made by

international race series in favour Cregan insists that the decisionis  particular series, and people V8 series organisers.
of developing local motorsport. entirely a commercial one rather coming in, taking the money and “We looked at V8s in particular

As well as Formula 1, the circuit  than a reaction to a perceived going. It was never like that.” because they are very active on
has hosted championships ‘smash-and-grab’ by those The one championship that the ~ promoting their race, to the point
including GP2, the GT1 World championships, as had been circuit has strengthened its ties where they send a marketing
Championship and V8 Supercars reported elsewhere. with is V8 Supercars, which will person here to work with us
since it opened three years ago, “The decisions we had to make become part of the Formula 1 six months before the event,
but Yas Marina chief executive were commercially-based, on weekend. Cregan said that the at their expense,” he said.
Richard Cregan told AUTOSPORT  whether we felt that we could decision was based partly on “That kind of interaction is
that the series is planning to make those weekends break even,” second to none, and we thought
restrict its international focus he said. “That’s all we wanted to that putting the V8s onto the
almost exclusively upon Formula1  do. You then have the money Grand Prix weekend would give us
for the foreseeable future. you’re putting into those series, an opportunity to differentiate the

“The fan base here in the UAE is  and you think, ‘if T took that product, and to appeal to a slightly
not as big as you would have in money, what could I do for local different audience. That proactive
Europe, and in particular the UK, motorsport?’ You’re basing your approach by V8 Supercars is the
so a lot of these events became decisions on that. We decided to kind of thing we need, and that’s
commercially unviable,” Cregan go down that road of developing Cregan:reasons ~ Why we’ve signed a long-term
said. “It just wasn’t possible.” local motorsport, and once we get arecommercial  contract with them.”

B EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require |

ON TRACK - PERSONAL ACCIDENT - MOTORTRADE -

MOTORSPORT COMMERCIAL - LIABILITY
INSURANCE
P —— www.raceinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority
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Brundle set for Le Mans return

MARTIN BRUNDLE WAS MOTIVATED TO
end a 10-year absence from the Le Mans
24 Hours by the chance to share a car
with son Alex and the pace he showed on
his front-line racing comeback in the
Daytona 24 Hours last January.

The former Le Mans winner will share a
Greaves Motorsport Zytek-Nissan Z11SN
LMP2 prototype with his son and a
so-far-undisclosed team-mate. Alex, who
raced in the FIA Formula 2 Championship
this year, will also contest the full
five-race LMS with defending LMP2
champion team Greaves.

Brundle, who will be making his eighth
appearance at the 24 Hours, said: “Racing
with your son at Le Mans is obviously a
big appeal, but [ was also motivated by
doing Daytona this year [where he
finished fourth in a United Autosports/
Shank Riley]. I was surprised at how
much I enjoyed it and that my speed
was still there.

“There is probably a small window of

GRAND-AM

DOG DAYS
ARE OVER

The first new-style Daytona
Prototype body shape has

broken cover. Chevrolet
unveiled its new aero
package, which takes
its styling cues from
the Corvette, on this
Spirit of Daytona
Coyote chassis.

—

[

opportunity for Alex and I to share a car
at Le Mans. He’s 21 and still developing,
while I'm heading towards my mid 50s.
This is the right time to do it.”

The ex-grand prix racer added he was
open to racing at Le Mans beyond 2012.

Alex Brundle plans to dovetail his
sportscar programme with another

——

INEWS
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FIRST RUN FOR INSIGNIA
Thorney Motorsport’s BTCC Vauxhall
Insignia completed its first proper test at
Donington Park last week with John Thorne
at the wheel. Thorne plans to race the
NGTC machine next year.

—
PISSAN I

h Greaves Nissan
- welcomes Brundles

single-seater campaign in a series that
has yet to be decided.

“I want to do both to aid my career,”
he said. “Sportscar racing will give me a
chance to learn about developing a car,
but single-seaters gives you a kudos and
a pedigree. Both will help me in whatever
I end up doing in the future.”

MACAU WITHDRAWALS

Fredy Barth and Robert Dahlgren were
forced to miss the WTCC Macau finale after
being injured in pre-race crashes. Barth
suffered concussion and smoke inhalation,
after his SEAT caught fire when he crashed
and was knocked out. Dahlgren broke his
thumb in a qualifying crash in his Volvo.

WTCC HEADING TO CORDOBA
Cordoba is set to be the venue for the
WTCC’s belated debut race weekend in
Argentina next year. The Buenos Aires
event that was scheduled to take place this
year was dropped to homologation issues.

POULSEN WINS AND QUITS
Kristian Poulsen wrapped up the WTCC
Independents’ title at Macau on Sunday,
and then revealed that he was quitting the
series and has sold his BMW.

SOUTH AFRICAN CAR TESTS

Bailey Cars, which is aiming to put a South
African-built car on the grid for the Le
Mans 24 is continuing its test programme
with a Chevrolet V8 in its LMP2 rather than
a Mazda turbo. Le Mans veteran Sylvain
Boulay was among the drivers to test the
car at the Welkom ciruit earlier this month.

GTE FORD SET FOR LAUNCH

The new GTE class Ford GT built in
Germany by Lambda Performance will be
unveiled at this weekend’s Essen Motor
Show. Lambda are aiming to sell up to six
of the new Enrique Scalabroni designs,

e

| WORLD GT |

McLaren conﬁrmed for World GT

Hexis willrun McLarens

McLAREN WILL BE REPRESENTED IN
the FIA GT World Championship next
year by the French Hexis team.

Hexis, which won the teams’ title in
this year’s series with a pair of Aston
Martins, has firmed up its plans to run
a pair of McLaren’s MP4-12C (see
AUTOSPORT, Nov 3) last week. It
followed a meeting in Geneva where
series boss Stephane Ratel thrashed
out a deal with the teams for the world

known as the Ford GT/E.

NEW GT3 AUDI

Audi has unveiled its second-generation
R8 GT3 racer. Next year’s R8 LMS ultra is
distinguished from its predecessor by
revised front and rear aerodynamics.

championship to run to pure GT3
rules in 2012.

Hexis boss Philippe Dumas said:
“We have been talking to McLaren for
six months. They initially didn’t want
to be involved, but now it will be for
GT3 they have changed their minds.”

The two teams planning to run GT1
machinery, JRM with Nissan and Young
Driver with Aston Martin, have yet to
commit to the series.

R8: revised aerodynamics
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PIT BITS

Facts and stats plus a readers’ poll

Flashback

1992 NASCAR season

NASCAR’S LAST OWNER/DRIVER CHAMPION
Tony Stewart’s title success ended a
two-decade drought of owner/driver

champions in NASCAR. The last was
1992 champion Alan Kuwicki,
whose death in a plane crash

in early 1993 denied him the
chance to defend his title.

TOP FIVE

Pedro de la Rosa comebacks

1 McLaren, 2006
Earns a call-up
following Juan
Pablo Montoya’s
mid-season move
to NASCAR and
gets a podium.

2 Sauber, 2010
Signs with revived
Sauber team, but
is dropped for
Nick Heidfeld
after Monza.

YVAN MULLER’S WTCC CAREER IN NUMBERS

il 134 STARTS

Fastest lap, Bahrain 2005

3 McLaren, 2005
Races in Bahrain as
a stand-in for the
injured Montoya.
Sets fastest lap.

4 Sauber, 2011
Reunited with
Sauber for the
Canadian GP while
Sergio Perez
recovers from his
Monaco accident.

5 HRT, 2012
Announces a
two-year deal to )
race for Spanish "
team HRT starting
in 2012.

Badminton again this

Y| morning

i’'ve learned that is
possible to live much
better without my mobile
constantly downloading
emails. good bye BB.

Coffee, smoothie, protien
shake! Now I'm ready to
face the day.

21144 POINTS

Just saw the new truck
series schedule.. Wish there
were more races. Were are
the road courses?? Was sure
we would have them!

A friend is telling stories
about the joys of having
twin 12 year old girls. It
makes hell sound like a
vacation! His words.

I’'min a “funky” part of
London..with a Mulberry
bag. Well done.

J

NEWS
PIT & PADDOCK

Mfumby

BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX REPORT
F1 2011 reaches the end of term at
Interlagos. Find out who made all
the headlines in the season finale

DAN WHELDON
REMEMBERED
Stars from the

racing world
pay tribute to
fallen ace

Eowers & Wilking

McLaren AUTOSPORT BRDC Award
finals from Silverstone; NASCAR king
Tony Stewart in profile; Xmas gifts

ON SALE
DECEMBER 1




SAFARL

BJORN AGAIN
IN AFRICA

Four-time Safari Rally winner Bjorn
Waldegaard made the best possible start

to this year’s East African Classic Safari by

pushing his Tuthill Porsche-prepared 911
into the lead of the event after the fourth
section. The event finishes on Monday

Hirvonen set for Citroen DS3 test

World championship runner-up looks likely to sample Citroen next week, but remains tight-lipped on expectations

to get behind the wheel of
a Citroen DS3 WRC for the
first time in France next week.

The Finn’s switch from Ford to
Citroen was confirmed at a press
conference in Paris last week.
Sebastien Ogier, the man Hirvonen
replaces, has yet to decide where he
will drive next year and if his €4m

M ikko Hirvonen is expected

Hirvonen willtry
the DS3in France

2012 wage demand is to be believed,
he is highly unlikely to be in a Ford,
even if the manufacturer does
commit to another season of
support for Malcolm Wilson’s
M-Sport outfit.

Given the continued discussions
with Ford about next season,
Wilson declined to comment on
prolonged speculation linking
Ogier with the team.

Ford driver Jari-Matti Latvala
said he would have no problem
working with Ogier, but he would
expect joint number-one status.

“I think we are about level now,”
said Latvala, “so I don’t think things
should change, if he came, from
how it was with Mikko this year”

AUTOSPORT contacted
Hirvonen soon after his deal with
Citroen was inked, but he said little.
“I'm not allowed to talk until

January 1. So, you can ask me what
I had for breakfast, but I guess
that’s probably not why you’re
calling. All T can say is that I will
join Citroen and you can call me
back on January 1 to talk about it.”
Hirvonen refused to be drawn on
the test, but a source inside Citroen
said: “Mikko will be in the car very
soon. The good thing with these
World Rally Cars is that they’re not
radically different — there’s not the
room in the regulations for them to
be too different — so it won’t take
him long to get up to speed.”
Russian Evgeny Novikov is the
only man to have driven both a
DS3 WRC and a Fiesta RS WRC
competitively and he confirmed
the cars were similar. Novikov
has been tipped to remain in an
M-Sport Fiesta next season.
Estonian Ott Tanak will make

his competitive debut in a factory
Fiesta RS WRC on Rallye du Var
this week, partnering Latvala in a
two-car attack on the French Alps
event in preparation for January’s
Monte Carlo Rally.

Wilson said nothing should be
read into Tanak’s appearance in the
factory car. He said: “We’d always
planned to send two cars to the
event and we’re very keen to take
a look at Ott’s speed on asphalt.”

Despite waiting to sign an
agreement with Ford for next
season, Wilson said his M-Sport
outfit would go ahead with its
planned test schedule.

“We can’t afford to get left
behind,” admitted Wilson. “Tanak’s
car will be running with some
development parts on it and
obviously this rally forms part
of our testing for Monte.”

WRC commercial chief allays financial fears

WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
commercial boss Vladimir Antonov met
with the manufacturersand the FIA earlier
this weekto dispelgrowingfears forthe
financialfuturethe series.

Antonov, the primary backerin Convers
Sports Initiatives (CSI) which owns the
commercial rightstothe WRC,isa 68
percentshareholder of Bankas Snoras
-abankthatrecently wentintotemporary
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administration after it was reported
assets of £247m may be unaccounted for.
The meetingwas called to give CSIthe
opportunity toexplain plansforallaspects
of the commercialside of the sport,
followingatense meeting with the
manufacturersin Paris last month.
Asourceinthe meetingsaid: “The
manufacturers have beenvery unhappy.
Lookatthetelevisionin Germanyandin

many other places, it’s not good enough
andthis had to be sorted. We told them
[CSIThow bad we felt about this in Paris
andthey have responded very well.
I'speakhonestly whenIsaywefeelvery,
very good about the situation now.

“We were pleased to see Mr Antonov
inthe meeting. He explained the situation
andsaid that nothing will deflect the
investmentand the future of the WRC.”

Manufacturers |
want better TV
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Block makes
quit threat
over testing

AMERICAN RALLY STARKEN BLOCK
hasadmitted he would rather turn
his back on the World Rally
Championship than continue
without any pre-event testing.

The Monster Ford World Rally
Teamdriver has tackled selected
rounds of the past two WRC seasons
with little timein his car priorto the
eventand he says he’s not willing
tocarry on like that.

“Not testingjust screws you for
theevent,” said Block. “I gotothe
eventand spend shakedown trying
togetthe carset-upand getthe
feelinganditdoesn’t really work.
Tobehonest,Idon’t really wantto

continue atthe highest level unless
Icangettherightamount of testing.
Idon’tknow how much thatis, it’s
more thanI'm getting now - at least
aday before each event would be

what’s needed to make the right
stepupinpace oneachevent.”

NEWS
SPECIAL STAGE

AUTOSPORT SAYS..

DAVID EVANS
RALLIES EDITOR

david.evans
@haymarket.com

he winner of the novice award on the 1964

Moonlight Rally passed away last weekend.
He drove a Mini Cooper S and collected plenty
more silverware along the way.

I know. I spent plenty of time polishing
those cups in my youth.

That driver was my dad, Derek. He’s the
reason I’'m writing to you now. It was his
passion for our sport that was passed to me.

Dad struggled for far too long with various
flavours of cancer. The perceived wisdom is
that he’s better off now. That’s a point of
view I’'m kind of struggling with right now.

After competing, he became the most
enthusiastic of spectators, where I joined him.
Our year pivoted around November and the
RAC. In 1995, our world collided with that
of soon-to-be-champion Colin McRae.

Block wants to test
more ahead of rallies

Blockis finalising his 2012
programme, expected to combine
the WRC with Rally Americaand
GlobalRallycross outings. Block will
not contest the Monte CarloRallyin
Januaryifthe eventdoesn’tallow
re-entry under superally regulations.

IN BRIEF

Portugal Sprintwillrun prior torally

FAFE SPRINT FOR MARCH
Rally Portugal organisers have
announced they will run the Fafe
World Rally Sprint on Saturday
March 24, the week prior to the
WRC qualifier. This is the country’s
latest effort to engage the north

of Portugal, the nation’s rallying
heartland, with the WRC round
based in the Algarve.

LOEB FOR MONZA OUTING
Sebastien Loeb will contest his first
event since clinching his eighth
world rally title when he heads to
Italy’s Monza Rally with his Citroen
DS3 WRC this weekend. His main
competition will come from former
team-mate Dani Sordo, who drives
his Mini John Cooper Works WRC.
MotoGP star Valentino Rossi (Fiesta
RS WRC) and Audi Le Mans driver
Rinaldo Capello (DS3 WRC) will
also compete.

MIKKELSEN IN AT SKODA
Skoda UK has confirmed Andreas
Mikkelsen will contest next year’s
IRC with the team’s Fabia S2000.
The Norwegian is also expected to
participate in some of Volkswagen’s
test programme with the Polo R
WRC. Mikkelsen drove for VW on
Rally Finland in August.

KORHONEN: PIRELLI STAR
Jukka Korhonen last week became
the first overseas driver to be
selected as Pirelli UK Star Driver
for 2012. The Finn will drive a
Pirelli-branded Skoda Fabia R2

on all rounds of the BRC next year.

TEN FOR PROKOP IN 2012
Martin Prokop confirmed his World
Rally Championship programme
last week. The Ford Fiesta driver
will contest 10 of the 13 WRC
rounds next year, missing the
long-haul events in Mexico,
Argentina and New Zealand.

BREEN LANDS FIA SLOT

A week after winning the WRC
Academy title in Wales, Craig Breen
also landed a place on the FIA
Institute Academy for next season.
Breen was selected alongside fellow
rally drivers Brendan Reeves,
Pontus Tidemand, Timo van der
Marel and Sepp Wiegand at the
selection event in Austria.

CHAMPIONS ON PARADE
British Rally Champion David Bogie
(left) and co-driver Kevin Rae
picked up the silverware from their
title-winning year at last weekend’s
awards evening in Manchester.

While hacking across Wales, dad noticed
an old Citroen tailing us into Sweet Lamb.
Parking up next to us, three fellow fans hoped
out and greeted us, sounding like Colin clones.
They were, apparently, mates of McRae.

We weren’t convinced of their McRae
stories. Until Subaru #4 pulled up alongside
them on the road section — right behind us
— and started chatting.

Later on, our new friends invited us into
McRae’s motorhome in service. This was now
unbelievable. But there we were, on Colin’s
seats. After a coffee, we left. Unfortunately,
dad opened the door

LITaleeke calls
for event
shake-up

Meeke wants a
tweak to formats

with a tad too much
force and came close
to flooring the man
who would rule our
world 24 hours later.

I’'m lost without my
father. But I’d be even
more lost without
new approach to enduranceralliesin those memories.

MIND’S KRIS MEEKE HAS CALLEDFORA

L
EEST M e

the World Rally Championship. |

The NorthernIrishman says the four-
day format employed by Rally GB earlier
this month won’t work for the future of
the sport. Instead, he is advocating
longer mileage in ashorter timeframe.

“Don’tget mewrong, froma
competitor’s point of view I love being
inthe car for longer,” said Meeke. “But
from the view of selling the sport, this
idea of longer rallies is just not going to
work. People don’t have the attention
span for a four- or five-day event. For
me, the best way forwardistorunan
endurance event for a day-and-a-half.
We need a30-hourrally that doesn’t
stop, it goes right through the night
and finishes the next day.

“Thatsort of event creates emotion.
This sort of format works well with
the media, it’s cheaper for the
manufacturers and it would certainly
bean endurance event.”

M-SPORT’S ASSOCIATION WITH FORD
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Is he just a famous name, or has Bruno Senna proved he deserves his
F1 place? EDD STRAW hears an assessment from the man himself

he resemblance is unmistakable. If you didn’t

know that Bruno Senna was the legendary

Ayrton’s nephew, you’d guess he was his son.

To look into the eyes of the driver of Renault

number 9 as he prepares to leave the garage is
to stare into the past. The piercing eyes inside the familiar
green-and-yellow helmet are almost indistinguishable from
those you would have found in the McLaren garage two
decades ago. This is Bruno’s blessing... and it’s his curse.

He can’t possibly live up to the expectations. Even if he

were he to win five world championships, Ayrton’s legacy
would overshadow him. That makes it too easy for some to
dismiss his F1 pedigree off the back of just two points in his
seven outings for Renault in 2011. This was his big chance,
some might argue his first real chance, in F1 after his travails
with uncompetitive HRT last season. But the circumstances
— little testing and in a car that was increasingly
marginalised as a top-10 runner — were far from ideal. And
making an impression in the F1 midfield is seldom easy. To
make a fair assessment of Bruno’s season, first you must
set aside his name. “People see me differently,” says Senna.
“They don’t look at me as someone doing well, they look
at me from the opposite perspective. People think I should
always do well because I’'m Ayrton’s nephew and if I'm not

then I’'m useless. There always was and always will be
pressure. But it has made me learn how to deal with the
pressure, so the pros of the name are far more than the cons.

“The name has helped me massively in finding partners
and sponsors to get my career going. But it was difficult
to cope with the pressure at the beginning. I'm a very
demanding person and don’t forgive mistakes. That added
to the pressure of the surname. At one time, I asked if it
was really worth doing this because of it, but I realised
that it’s something I love and that
it’s worth fighting for.”

If you’re one of those who thinks
Senna is only here because of his
name, take a moment to consider
these facts. Does a name help you
to win five races in British Formula 3? (=
Do those five letters really have the |
power to propel a mediocre
driver to second in GP2 behind
Giorgio Pantano, who was competing
at that level three years before
Senna even drove a racing car?

Given his CV, Bruno deserves

a shot in F1. If you’re still » . . . s S
Senna pedigree e
pringspressure L = O
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BRUNO SENNA
BACK IN F1
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“This year I was on the pace straight
away. That showed how last year
damaged the way I'm perceived”

<« shaking your head at this idea, have a long, hard think
about your reasons for doing so.

Setting aside all of that, what have we seen of Senna this
year? Frankly, it’s been a mixed bag. Before his F1 return at
Spa, he’d completed 68 laps in the Renault R31 at Jerez in
February and 25 in free practice in Hungary. It’s too easy to
underestimate just how hard it is to acquit yourself well in
an unfamiliar car in the test-ban era; to be convinced of that,
just listen to veterans such as Rubens Barrichello talk about
the challenge of adapting to operating the DRS and KERS. F1
cars are complex, highly-specialised machines that reward
familiarity. That is the context in which we must judge Senna.

“In terms of results it’s very poor, but I'm happy with the
driving performance,” says Senna. “Every race I'm getting
stronger on pace and also the way I set up the car. We’re
OK, but we’ve been missing the target massively on strategy
— not to point fingers, because it’s decided by me and \
the team, but to be in the points at the moment we I' \
need everything to be 100 per cent right.” [ i

He’s right about the results, with just two points for ninth |l
place at Monza. Then again, Petrov’s four points in the same
period don’t dwarf that tally. While there’s no one grand ’
prix weekend where you can say that Senna has done a great
job throughout, there have been plenty of high points. His
qualifying at Spa, in wet/dry conditions, was outstanding,
as was his repeat performance in more-orthodox weather
at Monza. He has improved his consistency in races
markedly, and his Indian GP drive in particular was a strong
performance that would have yielded a few points had his
KERS not failed. Ranged against that, there have been
a few crashes, including thumping Jaime Alguersuari’s
Toro Rosso at the first corner at Spa, and there have
been several scruffy qualifying sessions, notably in Korea.

The improvement is visible on track. During practice in
India, he was massively committed through the fast
sections, only to struggle amid changing track conditions
during qualifying. A typical example of how his mini-season
has ebbed and flowed, with high points followed by low.

In a word, Senna has been inconsistent. But that is par for
the course chez Renault, whose season has tailed off badly as
the teams it was fighting early in the year have outdeveloped »

Getting set for
returnat Spa

Hometown hero:at ©
Interlagos, 2010

FIRST TIME IN A RACING CAR

AUTOSPORT’s long-time Brazilian correspondent LITO CAVALCANTI recalls Bruno Senna’s rise in his homeland

PICS: FERRARO, COATES/LAT

It was February 18 2004 when
Brazil first heard of Bruno Senna.
He was hot news on the main
evening news programme, Jornal
da Globo. This was the day that
he first drove a single-seater.

To tell the truth, Bruno had
very briefly hit the headlines
over a decade earlier, when
his uncle Ayrton gathered the
cream of Brazilian karting for the
inauguration of his long-dreamed-
of kart track. A thin kid, about
seven or eight years old, caught
the eye. He was able to follow
closely, even lead the great man.
He could put the kart sideways

and get it back. It was Bruno.

After Ayrton’s death, Bruno
was kept away from motor racing.
Things got even worse when his
father, Flavio Lalli, died in a
motorbike crash on the road.

But still the flame burned.

When gentleman driver and
team owner Paulo Brein offered
Bruno a test in one of his Formula
Renaults at Interlagos, he jumped
at the chance and set some
promising times on old rubber.
He was given new tyres and set

the second fastest time of the day.

He then, unsuccessfully, tried
to race karts. Coached by 1998

Formula A world champion Ruben
Carrapatoso, Bruno could get
exceptional times, but there was
something wrong with his ribs.

A few laps were enough to
sideline him, and more than

once he suffered fractures.

That was when I started to get
to know him better, as we shared
the same physiotherapist. One
day, he told me he was going
to Europe to race single-seaters.
I was afraid that he would be
another victim of these managers
who only care about money, but
I was far from right.

His mother Viviane had realised

that no-one could keep Bruno
from his dream. So she contacted
old friend Gerhard Berger and
asked for some help. He arranged
a Formula BMW and Formula
Renault test and told his mother
that Bruno was ready to start
racing cars. He started his first
race at Brands Hatch in Formula
BMW on August 22 2004.

Today, Senna is seen as a new
hope for Brazil, with Felipe Massa
and Rubens Barrichello fading.
At the end of the day, his name
is Senna. This means a lot to
Brazilian hearts, and I don’t
exclude myself.
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SENNA’S SEASON

Starts: 7

Best finish: 9th
Best qualifying: 7th
Points: 2
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With engineer
AlanPermane

=

BELGIUM &\

Qualified: 7th Finished: 13th
Best qualifying lap compared to
Petrov: 1.182s faster (both Q3)
Crashed on Friday but did a
remarkable job in wet/dry
qualifying to line-up seventh.
Locked up into first corner and
clattered into Jaime Alguersuari.
Dropped to

the back after

pitting for a

new nose and

recovered

solidly.

! ITALY W\
Qualified: 10th

inished: 9th

i Best qualifying

i lap compared

i to Petrov: 0.627s slower

: (Senna Q2, Petrov Q3)

{ Made Q3 again, this time in

i completely dry conditions, but
again dropped to the back after
i picking up wing damage in the

Tonio Liuzzi-induced first-chicane
shunt. Turned in a good race
performance, passing Sebastien
Buemi late on for first F1 points.

Racing ORECA
LMP1carin2009

ey |
- B S ‘é [

e

s

Winsin British F3.
Not here though...

SINGAPORE ™

Qualified: 15th Finished: 15th
Best qualifying lap compared to
Petrov: 1.173s faster

(Senna Q2, Petrov Q1)

The Renault, with its forward-
acing exhaust set-up that
struggles in slower corners, was all
over the place. But while mired in
he midfield,

Senna did

outpace

eam-mate

Petrov all

weekend.




BRUNO SENNA
BACK IN F1

<« it, largely down to the disappointment of the forward-
facing exhausts. The Renault is the most track-dependent
on the grid and certainly among the trickiest to drive.
Inconsistency comes with the territory. But there have
been enough good moments to impress the team.

“It surprised me hugely,” says Renault trackside-
operations director Alan Permane. “Look at the parallels
with when Giancarlo Fisichella jumped into the Ferrari
two years ago. He’s a great driver and he was miles off
the pace. Bruno jumped in mid-season and straight
away he was pretty much on Vitaly’s pace.”

Early on, the team also noticed that Senna’s HRT
experience had instilled a level of caution in him incompatible
with F1 success. In 2010, crashing was not an option and the
consequences of damaging the car, with parts at a premium,
were serious. By contrast, Renault accepts such mishaps as
par for the course and Senna was delighted by the team’s
response to his practice accident at Spa, which was to repair
the car and get on with it rather than criticising him.

The contrast between the Senna who raced at HRT last
season and this year’s version is marked. So difficult was
that spell that he approached his return with Renault as a
rookie half-season, rather than a second year. By his own
reckoning, he hadn’t really raced for the previous two and
a half years, as his ORECA sportscar campaign in 2009
and poor car in ’10 left him far from the cut-and-thrust
of wheel-to-wheel dicing. The rustiness showed, and
is still not completely gone.

“This year I had an opportunity and was on the pace
straight away,” says Senna. “That shows how difficult last
year was. It damaged me and the way people perceived me,
because they did not know what they were looking at.”

So how should we perceive Senna? His comeback has been
a qualified success and his fundamental speed seems at least
as good as Petrov’s, even if he doesn’t always show it. The
team likes his intelligent, professional approach too. There
arguably should have been at least a couple more points,
and there has been obvious progress — provided you take
into account the team’s current malaise. There have
been mistakes too. He’s improving, but the question
is where will that level off?

The bottom line is that Senna has shown potential. OK,
in the context of his current Renault team he doesn’t look
like the next Fernando Alonso, but in extremely trying
circumstances he has appeared at home in F1. Regardless
of the baggage of his name, he deserves a full season, testing
and all, with a capable team. Whether he gets that is still up
in the air, but if he’s back next year, whether with Renault or
elsewhere, expect him to justify himself as far more than a
memorable surname. Now in his
late 20s, it’s now or never. &

First Sennaat ‘Toleman’ for
27 years; first Bruno for 28

HRTat least got
Sennaonto grid

ABU DHABI &=

Qualified: 14th Finished: 16th
Best qualifying lap compared to
Petrov: 0.160s slower (both Q2)

INDIA =
Qualified: 14th
Finished: 12th
Best qualifying

| KOREA ‘=

Qualified: 15th Finished: 13th
Best qualifying lap compared to
Petrov: 0.667s slower (Senna Q2,

JAPAN &
Qualified: 9th

Finished: 16th
Best qualifying

lap compared
to Petrov: 0.052s slower (both Q2)
Shunt exiting Spoon Curve on
Saturday morning meant that
Renault faced a race against time
to get his car prepped. Despite
that, he matched Petrov in
qualifying as both made Q3.

Bad start and loss of downforce,
courtesy of debris build-up in the
race, made Sunday hard work.

Petrov Q3)
Senna was all over the place in
qualifying, failing to put together a
decent lap, but refused to blame
lack of dry running on Friday for
his travails.
Continued to
struggle in
the race and
came home

a lap down.

lap compared to Petrov: 0.332s
slower (both Q2)

Headed into qualifying with more
confidence than ever before, but
changing track conditions caught
him out and he was three-tenths
off Petrov. Ran ninth early on,
and he likely would have finished
around there had his KERS

not failed to disrupt a strong
race performance.

Qualified within a couple of tenths
of Petrov after missing first practice.
Started on prime rubber and pitted
at end of first lap, but any chance of
this strategy gamble vanished when
he was hit
with a
drive-
through for
blue-flag
offence.

November 24 2011 autosport.com 37




PICS: COATES/LAT

It's difficultto
domorethanl
already haveto

getback toF1*”

If anyone deserves a second chance to establish himself in F1, then it’s
surely Romain Grosjean. GLENN FREEMAN lends a sympathetic ear

omain Grosjean finally got
back into contemporary
Formula 1 action two weeks
ago. His free-practice run
for Renault at the Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix not only brought to
an end his time in the wilderness, but
most importantly it was thoroughly
deserved by a man who has worked so
hard to fight back since being spat out
of the sport’s elite at the end of 2009.

Now the 25-year-old is jostling at
the front of the sub-F1 queue again,
this time as GP2 champion, an accolade
he achieved following spells last year in
the World GT1 championship and Auto
GP. In Brazil this weekend he will get
his second chance in as many weeks
to prove to the same people he failed
to gel with in 2009 that he really
has changed for the better.

“These Fridays are testing, and
evaluation,” he says. “The team wants
to see what I’m able to do, if I can be
the leader they’re looking for. It’s in my
hands. Sportingly, I think it’s difficult to
do more than I already have to get back
here. I’'ve won all the categories up to F1
that I’'ve raced in — that’s pretty good...”

Grosjean’s single-seater record
compares with the best of those to
graduate to F1 in recent years. He’s had
major titles in Formula Renault and
Formula 3 to his name for quite some
time, but until this year the most
prestigious junior crown of all — the
GP2 Series — was missing. With
that in his mind, Grosjean had no
doubts last winter about going
back full-time to the category he
had passed up the chance to win
when F1 came calling in 2009.

After making a handful of starts
for DAMS in late 2010, and hauling
the outfit up from 10th to a more-
respectable sixth in the teams’

standings, Grosjean was ready for what
would be his first full GP2 campaign
since 2008. But he also had the small
matter of helping DAMS return to the
glory days it had enjoyed in Formula
3000 in the early 1990s (for more on
that, turn the page).

“I didn’t see GP2 as a step
backwards,” he says. “I was rebuilding
my career after the 2009 story, and
GP2 was a step up from where I
had been since then. I was happy
to go back, because to win this
championship was a personal
goal of mine. I really wanted it.

“But the expectations on me were
different. I was not like a driver in his
second season, going to the best team
and just being asked to win races and
fight for the championship. I was going
to a team that wanted to get back to the
top, and I knew that doing this was
part of my way back to Formula 1.”

Victory in the truncated GP2 Asia
series at the start of the year was little
more than confirmation that the
all-French driver/team combination
was on track to be a force this year.
Grosjean had won that title at the first
attempt in 2008, and he admitted this
time around that preparing for an
assault on the main championship had
been more important than sealing the
Asia crown. At the time, it seemed
that he took more satisfaction from
the fact that his rivals didn’t win
it than the fact that he did.

That form continued into the main
season, but it wasn’t until mid-
campaign that he really stamped
his authority on the championship.

“In the beginning, I made some
mistakes and the team did as well,”
he says, referring in particular to
his exclusion from fourth place at
Barcelona after his car failed a ride-

height test, and his first-corner blunder
in Valencia where he crashed into two
of his title rivals. “If things like this
hadn’t happened then maybe we would
have pulled away earlier. But then
everything came together, we didn’t
make any more mistakes, and there
were no more bad moments. Some of
the other drivers that maybe had the
luck in the beginning had some bad
results, and we could build a big lead.”

When the teams packed up in
Valencia, Grosjean’s lead was just one
point. Three race weekends later he
was 25 points clear leaving Hungary,
and on the verge of sealing the title at
Spa. Plenty of people had written him
off as the same old Romain Grosjean
after his Valencia blunder, but the run
of results and performances that
followed proved that even over the
course of this year he has continued
to develop in his quest to become
the finished article.

“Every season you step forward in
your career and you gain experience,”
he says. “And this season has been very
strong for me. To go into a team which
is not the favourite, work with that
team, improve the team and win
something is quite special. Until I got
to F1I’d only ever driven the best cars,
and just had to think purely about
driving. But this season I had to think
a bit more to develop a car, lead a team
and show that you can get people to
do a good job around you. That’s
everything I can do.”

Grosjean has jumped through every
hoop that has been placed in front
of him since that unfortunate 2009
campaign. It’s now up to somebody
to reward him for that hard work. &

@ P40 DAMS REBUILDING
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INTERVIEW
ROMAIN GROSJEAN
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Born April 17 1986
2011 GP2 champion (5 wins),
: - GP2 Asia champion (1 win
e i 2010 Auto GPchampion (6 wins),
DAMS in 2010; in action in Abu Dhabi y four races in World GT1 (2 wins),
eight races in GP2
2009 4th in GP2 (2 wins),
seven races for Renault in Formula 1
2008 GP2 Asia champion (4 wins),
* 4thin GP2 (2 wins
2007 Formula 3 Euro Series
| champion (6 wins)
2006 13th in F3 Euro Series,
two races in British F3 (2 wins
2005 French Formula Renault
champion (10 wins), eight races
B in Formula Renault Eurocup
2004 7th in French Formula Renault
1 win), nine races in Formula

Renault Eurocup




ot since 1994 had DAMS
won the premier single-
seater championship below
Formula 1. Back then,
Jean-Christophe Boullion
took the team’s third Formula 3000
title in five years. For a team that has
won in so many different arenas of
motorsport in its 23-year existence,
to have gone so long without being
the king of the junior ladder was

a source of constant hurt.

But that all came to an end this year,
as Romain Grosjean brought the glory
days back to the Le Mans-based team
by taking the GP2 crown. It was a title
sealed in dominant fashion by a squad
that had managed just two points
finishes in the first 10 races of 2010,
before Grosjean was drafted in to lift
this sleeping giant’s fortunes. As team
boss Jean-Paul Driot explains, getting

DAMS BR

THROUG

the right driver into one of his cars was
the only puzzle piece he was missing.
“The team that won the
championship was exactly the same
as last year,” Driot says. “Nothing had
changed. And if you have the right
driver, it’s quite simple really. I knew
that with a good driver DAMS would
not be at the back. I wasn’t saying that
we would win the championship, but
I knew that we would be at the top
instantly with the right driver.”
Renault F1 team boss Eric Boullier,
who remains a stakeholder in DAMS as
part of a long-standing relationship
dating back to his time working in
senior positions at the team, talks of a
technical “reshuffle” as playing a part in
the success. But he, Driot and Grosjean
all insist that the personnel this year
were the same as those who were
struggling so much in 2010. Boullier,

EAKS
H

Romain Grosjean’s GP2 team
had waited a long time for
glory. By GLENN FREEMAN

who also manages Grosjean, was keen
to task his charge with leading a team
back to glory to prove he was worthy
of another shot at F1.

“DAMS needed a leading driver, a
guy who could lead technically and
tell them which direction to go in,”
says Boullier. “Romain’s reputation in
Formula 1 was damaged, but I told him
that if he could do this it would be
good for his image. If you want to be
a superstar you have to prove that you
can get what you want from your team.
I have seen this with Robert Kubica,
and if you can’t lead a team technically
you will never progress.”

Grosjean’s experience paid dividends
immediately when he joined DAMS
in mid-2010. He didn’t trouble the
top 10 all weekend on his return at
Hockenheim, but next time out at the
Hungaroring he was in the top six in

PICS: GIBSON, FERRARO, STALEY, BELLANCA/GP2, LAT
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Grosjean broke DAMS’
17-year drought...

Olivier Paniswon’93
F3000 title with DAMS

every session that mattered.

“When I got to DAMS I knew what
was wrong with the car straight away,”
says the 2011 champion. “The car was
not miles away, but some things were
wrong with the set-up. They just
needed a driver who was a bit more
sure of his choices, and when I said
which way they needed to go they
worked very hard to deliver it.”

With a top driver finally in one of its
cars, DAMS was laying the foundations
for GP2 success at last. So why did it
take until 2011, the seventh season of
the category’s existence, for Driot to
get the right star into one of his cars?
Again, his answer is straightforward.
While many teams in GP2 take a
chance on offering a free or cheap deal
to a fast driver in the hope of cashing
in on that success in the future, Driot
wasn’t prepared to take that risk with
his team. Therefore DAMS was always
at the mercy of the drivers who came
with a full budget, and the longer the
French team went without glory (A1GP
and GP2 Asia titles aside), the more
drivers who did have budget looked
elsewhere. After seeing the impact
Grosjean had in the second half of

GP2
DAMS ON TOP

2010, Driot knew that he had to find a
way to fund a full-time campaign for
this season — especially with a new
Dallara chassis and a switch to Pirelli
tyres providing a ‘reset’ for the category.

“For this year I found the full budget
for Romain’s seat, because I recognised
his talent,” states Driot. “I brought
everything to the table, which was
tough, but it was my decision and
I think I was wise to do it.”

Making a driver choice that wasn’t
based on finances brought back fond
memories for Driot, as his team had
enjoyed such a position courtesy of Elf
backing during its 1990s heyday. Now
he has got that feeling back, he knows
he has to do it all over again for 2012.

“The thing I'm trying to do is like
what we had when we were supported
by EIf,” he says. “Back then we were
winning a lot for one good reason,
because we could choose our drivers.
Then, if you are a decent team, you
can remain at the top.”

Putting Grosjean in its lead car
proved that DAMS hasn’t lost its magic
touch. But finding the money again for
next year is going to determine if
Driot’s team is back for good. &
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Suzuka. It’s a complete, technical,
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RACING WATCHES

: c MY SEASON
JEROME DAMBROSIO

|| I
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Automotive

MY SEASON Jerome d’Ambrosio

Belgian held his own while Virgin concentrated on a future he might not be part of

at the back of the Formula 1 grid,
although Jerome d’Ambrosio has

gone about his rookie year in a quietly
impressive way. He faces being out of
arace seat next year as Virgin is on
the brink of confirming that Charles
Pic will take his drive, but while the
25-year-old Belgian hasn’t uprooted
many trees this year, he has been far
from out of his depth.

Above all, he has been lumbered with
a car that didn’t work as hoped. The
decision was made early to abandon
development of the 2011 car and pour
all of the team’s resources into the first
car of the post-Nick Wirth era, leaving
d’Ambrosio and Timo Glock struggling
to make the best of a very limited
package. Not exactly the perfect
conditions for a rookie year.

“We all know that the car isn’t the

I t’s not easy to make an impression

D’Ambrosio kept
Glock honest

easiest to drive,” says d’Ambrosio.

“It’s not easy to make the tyres work
because of the lack of downforce and
the team understands that. That’s why
a different route has been taken for the
future. So we have just had to do the
best that we could. I've had some ups
and downs because sometimes you
have a weekend when the tyres don’t
come up to temperature or you have
unusual conditions — that’s when
experience really helps.”

Early in the season, things went well
and he managed to outqualify Glock in
both China and Turkey, which was no
mean feat. Given Glock’s street-circuit
prowess, it was no surprise to see
d’Ambrosio back behind in Monaco,
although in Canada his confidence took
a dent when he shunted during Friday
practice and damaged the nose-
mounting points on the chassis. By his

own admission this was the low point,
but he soon regained momentum.

“Spa, Monza, Singapore and Suzuka
were really good for me and the race
in Korea wasn’t bad either,” says
d’Ambrosio. “If you look at those
first four weekends, they showed
what I can do”

Suzuka was his outstanding drive,
outqualifying Glock but losing out in
the race after a blunder at a pitstop.
He showed good, consistent pace at
what is recognised as very much a
drivers’ circuit.

“My best qualifying performance
was Suzuka,” he says. “It’s a complete,
technical, fast circuit and I was really
good in terms of pace, doing a brilliant
lap. In terms of the race, Singapore
was really good but so was Suzuka.”

Since then, things have been a little
tougher. In India and Abu Dhabi,
condition changes made life difficult
for him. It’s these kinds of experience-
building weekends that he wants the
chance to exorcise if he gets a second
year in F1.

“In India, I didn’t get the track
time I wanted because of the crash
and the conditions changed in
qualifying,” he says. “In Abu Dhabi,
it was new because you practice in
the early afternoon and qualify and
race in the evening. Next year, these
things won’t be new.” i

Born December 24

{ From Etterbeek,

i Belgium

i 2011 F1 Marussia
i Virgin Racing (O

points. Best finish;
i 14th, Australiaand
: Canada) :
2010 GP2 12th :
¢ (Lwin)
: 2009 GP2 9th, GP2 :
‘ Asia 2nd, Formula

Le Mans (2 wins

2008 GP2 11th,

GP2 Asia 11th

2008 Formula

Master champion

(5 wins)
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RETURN

Disillusioned by a lack of results, Tom Kimber-Smith gave up racing. Now, though, he’s
back in sportscars. GARY WATKINS explains how he made a big impression in 2011

i %




s comebacks go, this one was
pretty amazing. More or less
out of motorsport for two
years, Tom Kimber-Smith
had nothing lined up for 2011
come the start of April, yet six months
later he was celebrating the most
successful year of his career after
taking LMP2 honours in the Le Mans
24 Hours and the Le Mans Series title
with Greaves Motorsport. It was all the
more remarkable because he sealed the
LMS crown driving with a broken hand.
Yet it was also a strange comeback,
because Kimber-Smith never
proclaimed it as such, just as he never
told anyone he was stopping at the end
of 2008. But that’s TKS all over: he’s a
low-key kind of guy who’s never been
one to shout about what he’s doing.
Kimber-Smith walked away from
the sport after a season driving one
of Eddie Cheever’s Coyote Daytona
Prototypes in the US Grand-Am series.
“I’d been racing solidly since leaving
school and I was getting tired and
frustrated because the results weren’t
coming,” he says. “I needed a break.”
That break included getting a job,

Kimber-Smith has made a
winningreturn to racing

starting a family and beginning an
Open University degree. There was no
desire to race again, even after he took
part in last year’s Dubai 24 Hours with
father Geoff, a former British Touring
Car Championship driver.

“I didn’t take it too seriously,” says
the 27-year-old. “I thought it had been
good fun and maybe we’d do it again.

“I didn’t watch a single Formula 1
race on TV for ages. Then, all of a
sudden I got interested again and
started buying AUTOSPORT. I wanted
to know what was happening.”

That resulted in a one-off in a
Barwell Aston Martin in the final round
of the 2010 GT Open International
Series at Jerez, a necessary step for

TKS: WATTS
OCCURRING?

Danny Watts is a convenient
yardstick for Tom Kimber-Smith’s
talents. They were team-mates at
Team LNT in 2007 and rivals in
LMP2 this year. Those who have
worked with both will tell you
there’s little to choose between
TKS and the Strakka driver.

Just ask Alan Mugglestone,
who engineered the Greaves
Zytek at the final two LMS races
and previously worked at LNT
with both. “Tom is every bit as
good as Danny,” he says. “Danny
is more analytical, but Tom does
things a little more naturally.”

Richard Dean, who ran TKS to
the 2003 British FFord title and
again in FRenault, is a big fan,
which explains why he brought
him to LNT at the end of *05.

“Tom is fast and doesn’t make
mistakes,” he says. “I can’t recall
him crashing one of my cars.”

It is easy to explain why TKS’s
talents have been overlooked.
His single-seater career tailed
off after FFord, and he doesn’t
promote himself out of the car.

That’s something those around
him believe is changing.

“Tom is more confident since
coming back,” says Mugglestone.
“I’m sure that’s down to a settled
family life.”

Kimber-Smith to retain his
International B licence. His thoughts
after that race were in stark contrast
to those in the wake of Dubai.

“I was straight on the phone to Mark
[Lemmer, Barwell boss], asking when I
could be back in the car,” he says. “Then
I had to call my then-fiancee [and now
wife] and tell her I’d got the bug again.”

After a break he now regrets,
Kimber-Smith knew he’d have to find
some sponsorship to ease his way back
into the sport. A couple of deals to race
GT3 machinery fell out of bed and it
wasn’t until the weekend before the
LMS opener at Paul Ricard that the call
came from Greaves to share its Zytek
Z11SN with Karim Ojjeh and, initially,
Gary Chalandon. A five-lap shakedown
on the Monday at Rockingham was the
extent of his preparations for only his
second LMP start.

Ricard was the start of a fairytale
season for Kimber-Smith and the
British Greaves squad. Only once did
the team fail to make it onto the top of
the podium during the five-race LMS
and, in June, there was a second class
victory at Le Mans for TKS, now with
Olivier Lombard in place of Chalandon.

Those were great results, but his
qualifying performance at Estoril was
perhaps more significant in Kimber-
Smith’s attempt to re-establish
himself. Pole in Portugal sealed the
title for him and Ojjeh, but it was all
the more impressive given that hand
injury, the extent of which the team
didn’t reveal at the time.

“I tripped over the baby gate and
fell down the stairs,” he explains. “The
specialist told me I needed to get it
plated and wouldn’t be able to drive for
a while, so I said, ‘no, it’ll have to wait””

The target for Kimber-Smith now
is to return to the ranks of the paid
sportscar professionals, a status he
previously enjoyed at Cheever and
during a two-year stint with Team
LNT, which included GT2-class victory
at Le Mans aboard a Panoz in 2006.

“The money I had for this year is
now gone,” he says, “but I think I’'ve
done enough to get back on the ladder.”

The phone has already started to
ring. He would almost certainly have
raced a GTE car at Petit Le Mans but
for the need to get his hand fixed and
he’s already returned to Barwell for a
Britcar one-off.

There are ongoing talks with Greaves
to stay in P2 and possibly move up to
the new FIA World Endurance
Championship, but Kimber-Smith is
also looking at GT3 for the future.
“That’s probably where the most
paid drives are right now,” he says.

The big ambition, as for any
sportscar driver, is to get into a
competitive LMP1. “There are only
three classes at Le Mans now,” he
says, “and I’ve won two of them...” &

INTERVIEW
TOM KIMBER-SMITH

PICS: GIBSON, STALEY /LAT
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NASCAR SPRINT CUP HOMESTEAD (USA), NOVEMBER 20, RD 36/36

Stunning comeback helps Stewart deny Edwards

TONY STEWART TOOK HIS
third NASCAR Cup title

in a humdinger of a season
finale at Homestead.

Stewart prevailed in the
only way he could, by
outracing Carl Edwards in
a head-to-head fight for
victory. He becomes the
first owner/driver to claim
the title since Alan Kulwicki
in 1992, but was quick to
pay tribute to team
co-owner Gene Haas.

“T’'ve got the best team in
the business and I’'m just
so grateful to be able to do
this for Gene, he’s invested
so much in this,” he said.

Stewart’s drive was from
the top drawer. Edwards had
qualified his Roush Fenway
Ford on pole, which he

turned into the lead, before
going on to take the bonus
point for most laps led.

Stewart, meanwhile, was
aggressively working his
way up the order from his
15th-place starting position.
His cause wasn’t helped
when Kurt Busch’s Penske
Dodge’s transmission
broke, sending a lump of
debris through Stewart’s
Chevy’s radiator.

Stewart’s crew repaired
the damage during a
rain-induced caution, but
he dropped to 40th with
Edwards still in front.

Again ‘Smoke’ charged,
making three and four-wide
passes to minimise the
deficit as swiftly as possible.
But yet again his work was

undone as sticking lug nuts
caused a slow pitstop and
sent him backwards.

A harder rain shower
caused the race to be
stopped for over two hours.
Stewart had fought back to
fifth, but with Edwards still
leading, his efforts would
have been for nothing if it
finished that way. However,
the rain eased, the track
driers did their job and the
action got underway.

It was now that fortune
smiled on Stewart. During a
long, late green-flag period,
crew chief Darian Grubb
told his man to start saving
fuel, calculating that if he
could eke an extra 10 laps
from his run, he’d be able to
one-stop to the finish, while

Edwards would require two.
It was going to be tight,
but as Stewart left the pits
the rain returned. As the
majority of the field
topped-up, Stewart moved
to fourth. At the restart he
brilliantly dived inside of
two other cars and took a
lead he would keep. Edwards
wasted no time in taking
second, and the pair pulled
clear. Over the final 10 laps
he reduced the gap to under
1s, but heavy traffic denied
him a concerted attack.
Second for Edwards
meant they finished level
on points, but Stewart’s five
wins — all coming in The
Chase — gave him the nod.
“Those guys rose to the
occasion — that was all T

Stewart celebrates
his third Cup title

had,” said Edwards. “We set
pole, led the most laps and
they still won. That was as
hard as I can drive.”

@ Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Tony Stewart (Chevrolet
Impala), 267 laps in 3h29m00s;

2 Carl Edwards (Ford Fusion),
+1.306s; 3 Martin Truex Jr (Toyota
Camry); 4 Matt Kenseth (Ford);

5 Jeff Gordon (Chevy); 6 Clint Bowyer
(Chevy); 7 Kasey Kahne (Toyota);

8 Kevin Harvick (Chevy); 9 Denny
Hamlin (Toyota); 10 Jeff Burton
(Chevy). Points 1 Stewart, 2403;

2 Edwards, 2403; 3 Harvick, 2345;
4 Kenseth, 2330; 5 Brad Keselowski,
2319; 6 Jimmie Johnson, 2304;

7 Dale Earnhardt Jr, 2290; 8 Gordon,
2287; 9 Hamlin, 2284; 10 Ryan
Newman, 2284.

CURRENT
STANDINGS

EETEDGE

1 SebastianVettel
2 MarkWebber
3 LewisHamilton
4 Jenson Button
5 FernandoAlonso < 18,558

< 31,758
< 20,751
» 20,421
< 19,719

Ranking the world’s best drivers

WHAT HAPPENED THIS WEEK

Tony Stewart’s title-winning drive at Homestead brought him up
three spots to 16th, while defeated Carl Edwards remains nine
places further up due to a better run across the whole year.
Former champ Jimmie Johnson slid to an all-time low of 14th spot.

| To see the full list, visit castroldriverrankings.com ‘

46 autosport.com November 24 2011

PIC: MILLER/LAT



PETRONAS
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Group B

Owner’s ition

The ultimate DOCUMENTATION
of a fabulously crazy TIME ...

Mdsump
ABumQ

¢ 1.008 pages

e 2 volumes in a high-quality slip case

® book cover in linen and leather

e extra large size of 35 x 33 cms

¢ extra thick, high quality, semi-gloss paper

e total weight: 12 kgs

e more than 3100 pictures, ca. 210 original
documents and drawings

e texts in English and German

. ¢ limited to 500 numbered copies worldwide

e each volume will be individually numbered
on an engraved aluminium plate

e Price: 999.- Euro, plus postage charges
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Hannu Mikkola, Stig Blomqvist, Timo Salonen, Juha Kankkunen, Walter Réhrl, Markku Alén,
and the authors John Davenport and Reinhard Klein

With a lot of features - and amongst them: A month by month review from 1983-1986 featuring:

® L ancia‘s tyre changes in the middle of special stages ¢ Photo of the month

e Helmut Deimel about the madness of spectators in Portugal e Extensive reports of WRC events and the two most impor

e the MG Metro 6R4 as the star of a TV soap tant non-WRC rallies (with statistics, pictures and items

¢ Group B in a film — with the helicopters over New-Zealand of information about the competing cars, plus something

¢ the fastest special stage of all time about lesser known drivers)

e the most beautiful and the toughest rallies of the Group B years ¢ a monthly diary about all the major happenings concerning

® R53 - the fate of the victorious Quattro from the Monte-Carlo 1984 the teams, the drivers, the FIA and its ASNs and in other

e 260 kph on gravel — the surprising record of the Opel Kadett 4x4 rallies all over the world

Detailed information about Group B cars and numerous prototypes including Group S. Q
Also detailed reports with drawings of their construction, visits to the factories, brochures or original documentations. QQJ‘O

v
L W R
For additional information and possibility to purchase please visit our website: é\° A o «0\' . X Q«°
N\ @ 2 e
www.thegroupbbook.com &&\ob < Ko@n



PICS: MARK HORSBURGH, LAT SOUTH

INTERNATIONAL
RACES & RESULTS
V8 SUPERCARS
Sandown (AUS),

Rd 13/14

QUICK RESULTS
~» Race 1 winner Rick Kelly

~> Race 2 winner Jamie Whincup

~> Poles Kelly/Whincup
~» Points leader Whincup

RACE RATING Wet-weather vision
*kkc’c problems killed any
hope of a top race

REPORTS
WORLD OF SPORT

V8 SUPERCARS SANDOWN (AUS), NOVEMBER 19-20, RD 13/14
Kelly and Whincup share the victories at Sandown

MELBOURNE IS A CITY
known for its changeable
weather and that was a
telling factor in deciding
the winners in the V8

Supercar races at Sandown.

In torrential rain on
Sunday, Rick Kelly was
untouchable, starting from
pole position and leading
as he liked, no matter how
many safety-car periods.

On Sunday, it was fine
and Jamie Whincup filled
a near-identical role, the
Triple 8 Holden driver
pulling away to take his
10th win of the year and
increase his points lead.

But the telling results
were the ones on Saturday.
Whincup started second
and his team-mate Craig
Lowndes 27th after
qualifying dramas. In the
race, it was like a perfect
storm; while Whincup
slid down the field with no
visibility, Lowndes surged

through to finish sixth to
keep his faint title hopes
alive heading into the
Homebush series finale.
“It was a big relief
after what happened on
Saturday,” Whincup said.
“That race was one of
the scariest and worst
experiences of my life;
the spray was horrible!”
Kelly, driving one of his
own team’s Holdens, was
no threat in the dry, but
Lowndes was fourth. He
is the only man that can
deny Whincup the title.
Current champion James
Courtney got his season
back on track with second
for the Holden Racing
Team on Saturday, ahead of
Todd Kelly, who reckoned
he could have caught his
brother and team-mate
with three more laps. On
Sunday, Ford Performance
Racing was the only team
to threaten Whincup, Mark

Winterbottom leading his
team-mate Will Davison
to podium finishes.
Davison was fourth on
Saturday, ahead of Kiwi
Shane van Gisbergen, who
backed up FPR with a fifth
and a sixth.
@ Phil Branagan

Kelly heads Whincupand |
Andrew Jonesinraceone |

RESULTS

Race 1 1 Rick Kelly (Holden
Commodore VEII), 37 laps in
58m57.587s; 2 James Courtney
(Holden), +3.723s; 3 Todd Kelly
(Holden); 4 Will Davison (Ford);

5 Shane van Gisbergen (Ford);

6 Craig Lowndes (Holden).

Race 2 1 Jamie Whincup (Holden),

"
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65 laps in 1h22m18.557s;

2 Mark Winterbottom (Ford),
+1.977s; 3 W Davison; 4 Lowndes;
5 Garth Tander (Holden); 6 van
Gisbergen (Ford). Points 1
Whincup, 3033; 2 Lowndes, 2845;
3 Winterbottom, 2449; 4 Van
Gisbergen, 2414; 5 Tander, 2388;
6 W Davison, 2345.

T

Hard rain falls on
Dillon’s title rivals

THE THREE-WAY FIGHT
for the NASCAR Truck
Series title was denied a
potentially thrilling climax
when a heavy rain shower
struck with 17 laps to go
at Homestead.

At the time Jonny Sauter

Dillon celebrates with team
boss and grandad Childress l

was leading in his
ThorSport Toyota and
closing in on the bonus
point for most laps led.
Meanwhile, Austin Dillon,
who needed just a top-16
finish to clinch the crown,
was languishing in the

mid-field after a terrible
restart from the final
caution. He was vulnerable,
but with the pickups back
in the pits he was told the
race wouldn’t restart and,
at 21, became the series’
youngest champion.

“This is a dream come
true,” said the Richard
Childress Racing driver
(also the grandson of the
legendary team owner). “It
doesn’t get better than this.”

It was a great day for RCR

with Joey Coulter fifth to
take Rookie of the Year
honours. It was the first
time one team had taken
both titles since Roush pair
Greg Biffle and Kurt Busch
wrapped them up in 1998.
Sauter had done a great
job, fending off Denny
Hamlin (driving the Toyota
Kyle Busch had crashed at
Phoenix) and Kevin Harvick
(aiming to go out on a high
in the final race for his
Kevin Harvick Inc team).
Harvick’s team-mate
Nelson Piquet Jr was a
top-10 runner, but missed
out on the rookie title
despite finishing fourth.
@ Connell Sanders Jr

RESULTS

1 Johnny Sauter (Toyota Tundra),
119 laps in 1h25m25s; 2 Denny
Hamlin (Toyota), +1.289s; 3 Kevin
Harvick (Chevrolet Impala); 4 Nelson
Piquet Jr (Chevy); 5 Joey Coulter
(Chevy); 6 Ty Dillon (Chevy). Points
1 Austin Dillon, 888; 2 Sauter, 882;
3 James Buescher, 859; 4 Ron
Hornaday, 838; 5 Timothy Peters,
832; 6 Todd Bodine, 803.

IN BRIEF

NASCAR NATIONWIDE

Brad Keselowski (Penske Dodge)
held off new champion Ricky
Stenhouse Jr and Carl Edwards
(both Roush Fords) to win the
Homestead season finale. Danica
Patrick ran comfortably in the top
15 before hitting the wall late on.

ASIAN GT CUP

DTM driver Edoardo Mortara
took a dominant win at Macau

- to add to his two F3 Grand Prix
victories - in his Audi R8 ahead
of Keita Sawa (Lamborghini)
and Danny Watts (McLaren).

The race was stopped for an
hour after a huge shunt that
hospitalised John Shen.

BRAZILIAN TOURERS
Chevrolet won both races at
Londrina courtesy of Valdeno
Brito (Mico’s Racing) and Thiago
Camilo (Alves Competition).
Daniel Serra and Thiago
Marques - neither of whom
made it into the top five - can
both still beat Camilo to the title.
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AT A GLANCE

=> Q race M Wittmann

~>» Main race D Juncadella
~> Pole position Wittmann
~>» Fastest lap Wittmann

MACAU
BN cHna

November 19-20
F3 Grand Prix

fortune and a 11bera1 sprinkling of safety cars

ON THE STREETS OF A CITY
that’s built around casinos
and gambling, Daniel
Juncadella hit the jackpot in

fastest qualifying time early
in the session, and not
beating it when the track
got quicker, Juncadella knew

various misdemeanours in
practice was his Prema
team-mate Roberto Merhi,
who was beaten to the

his Double R entry.

Merhi, who started
eighth, was up to fourth on
the first lap, which became

Third-place man Wittmann couldn

*tbelieve he didn’twin

"'( Mercedles B

Fisherman’s. The race would
finish under yellows, with
Nasr just holding off Merhi
for second, but not totally

the 58th Macau Grand Prix he had it all to do — but at fastest time in qualifying by  third when he outbraked enamoured with his lunges:
— winning despite qualifying least had two races to do it. just 0.064s by Signature’s Bottas at Lisboa on lap two. “He was much quicker
only 14th fastest. He also gained three places Marco Wittmann. Juncadella also enjoyed a down the straight, and

Having shunted heavily in

due to grid penalties, and

Merhi’s seven-place

successful first lap, and was

with the momentum he

practice, and then set his among those penalised for penalty promoted Antonio pressuring Carlin’s Carlos was always going to brake
B 1rortistalled ahead Felix da Costa on to the Huertas for fifth. later. Sometimes he was
o ofi[‘;,;:tuere:ace(f front row for Saturday’s As Nasr and Merhi trying too hard and we
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qualification race, but his
chances were ended when
first gear broke on the
startline and he was
swamped. Wittmann
clung to the lead at Lisboa,
despite British champion
Felipe Nasr (Carlin) nosing
ahead briefly on the
preceding straight. Nasr
clung to second, despite
Valtteri Bottas’s attempts
to nip around his outside in

duelled for second,
Wittmann extended his lead
to 1.5s by lap four, aided by
Nasr having to look in his
mirrors for the fired-up
Merhi. The Spaniard made
several attacks at Lisboa, but
was repelled each time by
the stubborn Brazilian.

The safety car made its
first appearance of the
weekend for Jimmy
Eriksson’s big shunt near

got very close to having
contact there”

Wittmann was
untroubled, opening lap
apart, and said: “T had the
inside line for Lisboa, so
although Felipe was slightly
ahead, I was better placed.

I pushed hard on the
opening lap, which was
very successful”

Huertas did a solid job to
keep Juncadella at bay for

PICS: GIBSON/LAT



RACE RATING

2.8, 8.8 0i¢

An unexpected winner
from a typically
unpredictable weekend

MILESTONE

Daniel Juncadella is the
first Spaniard to win
the Macau Grand Prix

Juncadella’s weekend got better
after qualifying only 14th

fifth, with Laurens Vanthoor
(Signature) next up ahead of
team-mate Daniel Abt,
another to battle back after a
dismal qualifying meant that
he started 16th.

Sunday’s main event had
all four big guns starting up
front, and promised a classic
tussle between Wittmann,
Nasr, Merhi and Bottas. But,
for Merhi, his race never
really began. He didn’t
begin his start procedure
early enough, so when the
red lights went out, the
engine wasn’t at the right
revs and stalled. “My
mistake,” he said. “I'm really
pissed off now”

Huertas did a mega job

DaCostacrashed
onhisfirstdry lap

Shattered dreams

With arguably the best grid
assembled in years at
Macau, there was always
going to be some hard luck
stories along the twisting
streets, but there were some
silver linings too.

At Hitech Racing, GP3 race
winner Antonio Felix da
Costa stunned everyone with
his front-row starting spot
for the qualification race
- especially as he’d crashed
on the first lap of dry
practice. Then he revealed
the throttle had been
sticking open in qualifying
too! “I really went for it on
the second set of tyres and

was very surprised with
the outcome.”

His dream result turned
to a nightmare, when first
gear broke on the startline
and forced him out: “It’s
the most important race
of the year, and this has
ended it,” he said.

With Pietro Fantin in the
barriers early on, at least
team boss Ryan Sharp had
Dutch rookie Hannes van
Asseldonk in the top 10 -
not bad from 17th on the
grid. So you can imagine his
joy when van Asseldonk ran
with the hounds in the main
event, finishing fifth despite

T? 91\\\\\\_\\\\\\\1\\\-.\'.
1

Bottas, Nasrand
Juncadellabreak away

REPORT
F3 MACAU

CHARLES BRADLEY

reports

hefty brush with the wall at
Fisherman’s. “The pressure
was on, and I just went in
there a bit too fast,” said
van Asseldonk. “I was lucky
I could keep going.”

There was to be no
cheering up Alexander Sims,
whose one-off drive with
the Japanese TOM’S team
offered much when he
qualified fourth, but he
didn’t make the start when
he shunted on his out-lap.

“I just clipped the inside
wall at a fast section,” he
said. “There is no margin
for error there. It was a
bit of a strange one and
absolutely galling. We had
a genuine chance to win;
top three minimum.”

was sent across the track
into the pitwall, collecting
team-mate Abt as he spun.
German F3 champ Richie
Stanaway also rode over
Merhi’s back wheel, and
both were forced out.

Although the safety car
would be called for, it didn’t
come soon enough for
Huertas, who was tagged
by a fast-starting Marko
Asmer (Double R) at Lisboa
and spun. Asmer’s penalty
was to get blocked behind
him, as the rest of the field
filed past.

Wittmann led the pack
behind the safety car, Bottas
had gained second, and
appeared to pack far more

Despite starting the main
event from next-to-last,
he was on for a top-10
finish, but a late clash with
Hideki Yamauchi meant he
tapped the barrier, and his
engine stalled.

“It was just a bit of a
touch, nothing much,”
said Sims, “but it’s what
happened yesterday that
really screwed us.”

Simscrashedonout-lap =~

having repassed Juncadella
at Lisboa on the opening
tour after briefly dropping
behind him.

The restart was epic, as
Wittmann failed to break
the tow to Bottas, with Nasr
making it three-wide on the
run to Lisboa. Wittmann
clung to his lead superbly by
braking uber-late on the
regular racing line, while
Bottas turned in a tad too
early, and clobbered the kerb
on the inside, which almost
cost him a place to the
close-following Nasr.

Although happier with his
new-found speed on the
quick bits, Bottas was
struggling with locking rear
brakes. This meant he ran

of swerving around the
stationary Merhi, but
Vanthoor clipped him and

straightline speed after the
team trimmed his diffuser
overnight. Nasr was third,

&“—’:’?—:ﬁ—-—

Brakingissues ended =
Bottas’s victory hopes

wide through R-Bend,
allowing Nasr back ahead »
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The virtual racing
experience of
your dreams

“Sturdily built, ingeniously
des.fgned & fuﬂy c:d'fusfobl'e.
The driving position

feels faultless.”

The Independent

Buy online now at GameRacer.co.uk
BB 02380 47117

ﬂf“ mcraemsmn

Officially Branded Merchandise

’ PRE CHRISTMAS SALE
UP TO 50%o OFF!

Plus FREE Colin McRae Biography fsusly £15)
With all orders over £25.00 (ex postage)
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Corgi Ford Escort MklI
_ : \

Pre Order for £19.99 (+ psin)
Christmas .
4

’.

On-line Store

COLINMCRAE.COM

Telephone
0141585 6484

;‘% Registered Charity: SC039506

» Silicon Hoses * Ducting
* Megaflex * Hose Joiners
* Vacuum Tube * Hose Clamps

* Alloy Bends /Tubes  * ALL IN STOCK!!!
0845 838 5364 - WIWW_SILICONHOSES.COM

Reproduced from original paintings by

e

Highlights of the 2011 Grand Prix season are
captured in this set of five cards and envelopes,

containing one each of the following subjects - PRINTS

Sebastian Vettel - Red Bull - Italian GP. ‘BRILLIANT BUTTON', showing
Jenson Button - McLaren - Canadian GP. Jenson Button's inspired win in
Fernando Alonso - Ferrari - British G.P. Canada, is also available as a
Paul Di Resta - Force India - Singapore G.P. print, size 53 x 43cm (217 177)
Kamul Kobayashi - Sauber - Manaco G.P. £28 (plus p&p) Product code B8-28

Card size 187 x 124mm ot " A
£6.50 t (olus n&n) Product code CMS-2011 Visit the Studio 88 website or
B ) - ask for a copy of our FREE

Available with or without Christmas Greeting COLOUR CATALOGUE for

HOW TO ORDER details of our complete range.
By Phone, Fax, Post or On-Line, giving full details of your

raquirements. We accept payment by cheque (payable d - 8 8
to Studio 88 Ltd.), Mastercard, Visa, or Maestro/Switch. Stu 10

Overseas payments by credit/debit card only. LIMITED

POSTAL CHARGES PO.B
.0. Box 568, Aylesbu
Orders of £17 or under - Y ry:
UK £2, Europe £5, Rest of the World £5.50 Bucks. HP17 8ZX
Orders over £17 -
UK £4, Europe £7, Rest of the World £8.50 01296 338504

www.studio88.co.uk




“That’s why we love this
sport, because it’s hard”

Signature’s Philippe Sinault after his team
misses out on a third successive Macau win

MILESTONE

team

with

<« of him as they started
their fifth lap. Bottas quickly
got back into Nasr’s tow,
with Juncadella now getting
in on the act to make it
briefly three-wide again,
this time over second place
as Wittmann had pulled a
1.7s lead.

Bottas braked as late as he
dared for Lisboa — too late.
His left-rear tyre brushed
the tyrewall, which flicked
the front of the car into the
Armco, and he exited the
race in a shower of sparks.
“I think I got some rubber
[pick-up] on my tyres after
running wide,” he mused.
“But it was my mistake, I
braked too late, really a pity.”

In the excitement,
Juncadella nipped ahead of
Nasr for second, but by lap
seven Wittmann had
extended a 3.1s lead. Surely

front to Lisboa, where the
German dropped to fifth! An
amazing run from Japanese
champion Yuhi Sekiguchi
(who only got his Mucke
Motorsport drive as Michael
Ho injured himself training)
leapfrogged him from fifth to
second, ahead of Nasr and an
inspired Hannes van
Asseldonk (Hitech) — who
qualified down in 20th.

Nasr regained second on
the following lap — although
he had to bang wheels
with Sekiguchi to do it —
while Wittmann took a
little time to regain his
composure to attack van
Asseldonk, passing him on
lap 12 and Sekiguchi for
third soon after.

It wasn’t just Wittmann
who had been spooked; new
leader Juncadella positively
freaked out, coming close to

Prema is the first Italian

to win the Macau GP

since Forti Corse in 1988

Enrico Bertaggia

of wheels between Kevin
Magnussen and Will Buller

REPORT
F3 MACAU

submarining under him. “I'm
happy to be here right now;,”

British champion Nasr
hadtosettle for second

car, I have never cried that
much in my life!”

the race was his? binning it at Dona Maria. “I — who was slow in a straight  sighed Magnussen, who Nasr was a fretful second,
No, thanks to tailender have never made so many line due to a hole that had escaped with a sore leg. feeling he was never in the
Felix Rosengvist, who hit mistakes in my life as on been punched in the nose of While Magnussen was right place at the right

the barriers to bring out
the second safety car. This
time, the restart would
not go so smoothly for
our race leader...

Despite attempts to break
his tow, Juncadella breezed
past Wittmann to hit the

that lap,” he admitted. “T was
shaking in the car, honestly.”
The fastest lap brought
Wittmann to within a
second of Nasr, who was
only 1.2s behind Juncadella
when the race was effectively
ended by a frightening clash

his car early on. The Dane
was sent spiralling skywards
and into the catchfencing,
causing another shunt
behind as Hywel Lloyd (Sino
Vision) jumped on the
anchors with Carlos Sainz
Jr’s Signature car

fortunate, winner Juncadella
thought himself the luckiest
man on the planet: “T was
quite lucky with the safety
car, I didn’t really expect

to win but this feeling is
amazing,” he said. “On the
last lap, behind the safety

time to capitalise on his
pace, while Wittmann
seemed near-suicidal
over his third place in a
weekend he thought he’d
dominated. Macau always
does tend to rewrite the
best-laid of plans. &

RES ULTS Macau Grand Prix, Macau Guia Circuit (PRC), November 17-20

MAIN RACE - 15 LAPS, 57.044 MILES Q RACE GRID

QUALIFYING RACE - 10 LAPS, 38.029 MILES

CHAMPIONSHIP

PICS: GIBSON/LAT

POS DRIVER TEAM CAR TIME GRID e POS DRIVER TINE GRID  POS DRIVER PTS

1 Daniel Juncadella (E) Prema Powerteam DMB F309 42m17.099s 6 SOATESTE  2:12.790 1 Wittmann 25m03.719s 1 1 Merhi 133
Felipe Nasr (BR) Carlin DVW F308 +0.359s 2 2:13.115 T Nasr +0.867s 5 2 Wittmann 101

3 Marco Wittmann (D) Signature DVWF308  +0.662s 1 2505 2:13.192 3 Merhi +3.483s 8 3 Juncadella 72

4 Yuhi Sekiguchi (J) Mucke Motorsport DMB F308 +1.378s 12 2:13.407 T 4 Bottas +4.270s 3 4 Abt 44

5 Hannes van Asseldonk (NL) Hitech Racing DVW F310 +2.128s 10 ThuETS 213429 5 Huertas +4.,850s 6 5 Vanthoor 39

6  WillBuller (GB) Fortec Motorsport DMB F311 +3.301s 13 BRI e 6 Juncadella  +5.38ls 11 6 Munoz 26

7 Lucas Foresti (BR) Fortec Motorsport DMBF311  +3.860s 14 | gy 2:13.850 7 Vanthoor +6.512s 9 7 Jaafar 21

8 Jazeman Jaafar (MAL) Carlin DVWF308  +4.062s 11| 2128 oo 8 Abt +1.228s 16 8 Huertas 15

9 Richard Bradley (GB) TOM’S DT F308 +4,595s 25 T0SAT0 2:13.973* 9 Sato +8.154s 10 9 Sato 7

10 Adderly Fong (PRC) Sino Vision Racing DMBF308  +4.819s 24 | 26 ey | 10 van Asseldonk  +9.337s 17 Mainrace: winner's average:

11 Pietro Fantin (BR) Hitech Racing DVW F308 +5,551s 30 T 11 Yamauchi +10.200s 21 80.93mph. Fastestlap: Wittmann,

12 Kimiya Sato (J) Motopark DVW F308 +6.534s 9 IO e 12 Sekiguchi +10.789s 1 2m12.1465,103.59mph.

13 Carlos Huertas (C0) Carlin DVW F308 +8.336s 5 TIFmTN 24007 13 Buller +11.086s 20 gf%m;ﬁ’g;gtev‘;‘t”l;‘mz‘r’;’age

14 Kevin Magnussen (DK) Carlin DVWF308 -2 laps 19 | 24 o 14 Foresti +11.517s 23 ImI3.6545,102.42mph

15 Hideki Yamauchi (J) Toda Racing DH F308 -2 laps 11 b 2T 15 Stanaway +12.167s 18 R=Retired. *grid penalty.

16 Hywel Lloyd (GB) Sino Vision Racing DMBF308 -2 laps 16 | 2458 mygooek | 16 Lloyd +12.888s 22

17 Carlos Sainz Jr (E) Signature DVWWF309 -2 laps 20 | wsmwa S 17 Jaafar +13.967s 15

18 Alexander Sims (GB) TOM’S DT F308 -2 laps 29 | #4S HomgR 18 Asmer +14.933s 12

19 Marko Asmer (EE) Double R Racing DMBF308 -2 laps 18 | wemm oM 19 Magnussen  +15.558s 29

R Antonio Felix da Costa (P) Hitech Racing DVWF310 12 laps-wheel 26 | #4  oivmmor | 20 Sainz Jr +16.388s 19

R Carlos Munoz (C0) Signature DVWF308 9 laps-accident 28 |zmm 2% 21 Rosengvist  +16.924s 30

R Felix Rosenquist (S) Mucke Motorsport DMBF308 6 laps-accident 21 | 192 Z5pomes 22 Evans +18.601s 28

R Valtteri Bottas (FIN) Double R Racing DMB F308 4 laps-acc damage 4 Py R Eriksson 7 laps-accident 27

R Mitch Evans (NZ) Double R Racing DMBF308 4 laps-brakes 22 | B8 B R Fong 6 laps-accident 25

R Roberto Merhi (E) Prema Powerteam DMB F308 1 lap-acc damage 3 26 YASUDR o R Bradley 5 laps-accident 24

R Daniel Abt (D) Signature DVW F308 0 laps-accident 8 2:22.302 ;?555“3"6505"" R daCosta 4 laps-gearbox 2

R Richie Stanaway (NZ) Van Amersfoort Racing  DVW F308 0 laps-accident 15 2B EVANS o R Yasuda 3 laps-engine 26

R Laurens Vanthoor (B) Signature DVW F309 0 laps-accident 16 10TINE 5?1“3“;“1%5_55" R Munoz 1 lap-clutch 13

R Hironobu Yasuda (J) Three Bond Racing DN F309 0 laps-engine 24 W o R Fantin 0 laps-accident 14

DNS Jimmy Eriksson (S) Motopark DVW F308 0 laps-acc damage 23 o DNS Sims 0 laps-acc damage 4

Key: D=Dallara; VW=Volkswagen/Spiess; MB=Mercedes Benz/HWA; H=Honda/Toda; T=Toyota/TOM’S; N=Nissan/Tomei
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MACAU
CHINA

November 20
WTCC
Round 12 of 12

AT A GLANCE

~» Poles Huff/F Engstler
Fastest laps Muller/Huff

Race 1 Rob Huff
Race 2 Huff

Huff’s double, Muller’s treble

Two wins weren’t enough for Rob Huff, as Chevy
team-mate Yvan Muller won the title yet again

Coronelwasrunner- |
upinsecondrace
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ROB HUFF CAME TO MACAU
on a mission to take pole,
win both races and steal the
World Touring Car
Championship away from
his Chevrolet team-mate
Yvan Muller. He achieved
his first objectives but failed
in the last one by just a
handful of points —
although at one point in
race two they were actually
tied at the top of the table.
It took a long time to get
race one going, after an
aborted start and two safety

Huff was unbeatable on
the streets of Macau

car periods that meant the
first proper racing lap
wasn’t completed until the
eighth tour of 11, but — once
underway — it was a
gripping, tense affair.
Before that, however, four
leading contenders were
already out. Chevy’s Alain
Menu had clashed with
local hero Andre Couto’s
SEAT in qualifying, and it
took them a matter of
seconds for them to get
together in the race too.
With cement dust

™ by d &
The locals were happy to play their part

making the high-speed
Mandarin kink utterly
treacherous, first Couto and
then Menu slid wide into
the barriers. Couto spun
back across the track, and
slammed into Menu once
more. Behind them, Norbert
Michelisz tagged the rear of
fellow BMW privateer Franz
Engstler, who did well to
hold a massive slide.

“I knew the dirt was
there, but he was right in
front of me and moved to
the left so he drove all over
it,” said Menu, who
wouldn’t start the second
race as his car was too badly
damaged. “I was close to
him, but before the corner
he kept coming left. Maybe
it wasn’t his fault, perhaps
everyone on the right side
was moving left too.”

Next out, after a three-
lap safety car interlude,
were Darryl O’Young
(Chevy) and Mehdi Bennani
(BMW). Their battle over
fourth ended at Lisboa, after
Bennani tagged O’Young on
the way into the corner, but
his bump-n-run NASCAR-
style move came a cropper
when O’Young chopped
across and took them both
into the wall. After another
safety car, as O’Young had
rejoined and coated the
track with lubricant, the
battle at the front finally
got going.

Muller had four chances
to usurp Huff from his lead
at Lisboa. His first go was
on the outside on the
brakes, but Huff saw his
switchback plan coming and
stoutly defended on the
exit. On the next lap, Muller
tapped Huff from behind,
but he wouldn’t be shifted.

Attempt three was
braking really late on the
outside — this time Yvan
was trying to line up a
move into the following
San Francisco corner,
where there was again
slight contact.

In his final effort, Muller
didn’t get a tow so he
wasn’t as close on turn-in,
but he carried a lot more
corner speed, whacking
Huff at the apex. It still
wasn’t enough to unsettle
him and Huff rattled off the




RACE RATING
28, 0. O%0%¢

Some quality
dicing, when the
safety car allowed

PICS: GIBSON/LAT

rest of the final lap to
put him within 13 points
of Muller going into the
title decider.

Huff, third on the grid,
needed cars between
himself and Muller to be
champion, but lost an ally in
Couto (who started from
the pits after a Herculean
effort by his team), which
effectively promoted Muller
to seventh.

Tom Coronel’s BMW
made a lightning standing
start from fourth to take the
lead. Michel Nykjaer’s SEAT
held second, despite a huge
slide at Mandarin, but he
could only keep Huff behind
him until Paiol, where Huff
pulled off one of the moves
of the season to squeeze his
car through an impossibly
small gap.

At the end of the opening
lap, Coronel held a 1.9s lead,
but Huff ate into that across
the mountain section and
was able to tow his way past
the Dutchman on the run to
Lisboa. With Huff leading,
and Muller running fourth,
it meant they would be tied
on points.

The safety car was
required to remove Gary
Kwok’s very bent BMW
after he’d spun into the
wall at Mandarin. Not that
it interrupted Huff’s
progress (although a

MILESTONE

Mehdi Bennani took his best
WTCC finish with sixth in

race two for Proteam

Huff’s efforts could
notdeny Muller

recovery vehicle towing
Couto’s broken car briefly
did at Melco), and he pulled
away at the restart to record
a dominant double.

“If anyone had told me at
the beginning of this season
that I would have four pole
positions, win eight races,
take seven fastest laps and
finish every race in the
points, and not be world
champion, I wouldn’t have
believed them,” said Huff.
“I’'m just really pleased that
I was the one who took the
fight to Yvan, who is

| Gary Kwok brought
out the safety car

considered the best touring
car driver in the world and
has proved so three times.”

Muller worked his way
past Nykjaer at Lisboa on
lap nine to ensure he won
his third world title by three
points, and Gabriele
Tarquini, who finished on
the podium in race one,
finished fourth after passing
Nykjaer at Lisboa on the
final tour. &

P59 MULLER

INTERVIEW

REPORT
WTCC MACAU

CHARLES BRADLEY

reports

Mallock hails drivers
as “fantastic”

THANK GOODNESS FOR
Chevrolet’s team orders - or
rather the lack of them - in
this year’s WTCC, otherwise
the title fight would have
been a lot less interesting.

In allowing its star
drivers to “have at it boys”
- within reason - the Ray
Mallock-run squad
generated its own intra-
team world title fight this
year between Yvan Muller
and Rob Huff.

“We always want to
encourage competition
between our drivers, unless
we get into unusual
circumstances where we’d
ask one driver to support
another,” said Mallock.
“We’ve got a fantastic driver
line-up, and although Yvan
has only been with us for
two years you could see his
class immediately. Rob
really grew up with RML,
starting with his SEAT prize
in the BTCC with us. We’re
very proud of the way he’s
developed into one of the
best tin-top drivers ever.”

Mallock said that the
Macau finale brought some

Mallock’s team swept |58
theboardin Macau

added pressure to the team,
as Huff sought to reverse
the 20-point deficit at his
favourite track.

“It was a unique position
for us to be in, because we
normally come here fighting
for the championship, but
this time it was just
between our drivers,” said
Mallock. “It is also quite a
stressful position to be in,
because we know how much
passion there is between
the drivers, and their crews,
to win the title. At the same
time, they have to work
together as team-mates. But
there are worse problems to
have in this business!”

R E S U LTS World Touring Car Championship, Macau (PRC), November 18-20, round 12 of 12

GRID RACE 1 RACE 1 - 11 LAPS, 41.832 MILES

GRID RACE 2 RACE 2 - 11 LAPS, 41.832 MILES § CHAMPTONSHIP TABLE

———_ | POS DRIVER TIME GRID POS DRIVER PTS
2den | 1 Heff  33m23.773s 31 Muller 433
THIF 2 Coronel  +4.680s 4 2 Huff 430
2:34.224 3 Muller +8.695s 8 3 Menu 323
4 Tarquini +9.047s 5 4 Coronel 233
STRWING | 5 Nykjaer  +10.718s 2 5 Tarquini 204
6 Bennani  +11.066s 6 6 Monteiro 17
ma 7 Engstler +12.241s 1 7 Poulsen 112
8 Monteiro +15.126s 9 8 Engstler 88
gWonEIRo | 9 Michelisz +16.686s 10 9 Michelisz 88
23|10 yilla  +16.950s 12 10 Nykjaer 86
Trpousen | 1l Oriola +19.640s 13
23581 | 12 0’Young  +20.088s 20
momon | 13 Poulsen  +22.457s 11 POS DRIVER PTS
2:35.466 14 Ng +39.267s 15 1 Poulsen 139
T 15 Merszei  +1m02.249s 16 2 Nykjaer 118
2:39.822 16 Ma -3 laps 19 3 Michelisz 114
R Mak 7 laps-accident 17
% 13.810 R Desouza 6 laps-accident 18
R Kwok 2 laps-accident 22
LW | R Couto 1 lap-fire 7
NS Dudukalo accident damage 14
21 MENU NS Menu accident damage 21
280 NS Barth injured
NS Dahlgren injured

s e POS DRIVER (NATIONALITY) TEAM CAR TIME GRID
2:30.881  2:31.149 1 Rob Huff (GB) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T 35m01.903s | W
2 Yvan Muller (F) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T +1.016s 2 |2:34.232
SARQUINL JONOWS | 3 Gabriele Tarquini (I) SUNRED Engineering SEATLeon 1.6T  +6.666s 3 | v
4 Tom Coronel (NL) ROAL Motorsport BMW 320 TC +8.239s 5 |2:30.171
;%%ROBNZESL g%ﬁlﬂaﬁl 5 Michel Nykjaer (DK)  SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon 1.6T +10.778s 8
o o 6 FranzEngstler (D)  TeamEngstler BMW 320 TC +11.165s 9 ‘2’53%""9“7"61
7cooto  swkmer | [ Kristian Poulsen (DK) Team Engstler BMW 320 TC +11.860s 13
2:34.363  2:34.498 | g Norbert Michelisz (H) Zengo Dension Team BMH 320 TC +12.049s 11 | SWILLER
e o | O MehdiBennant (MA)  Protean Racing BN 320 TC +14.149s 6“2
2:30.876  2:34.320 10 Pepe Oriola (E) SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon 1.6T +16.940s 15 | ToWICHELTSZ
s | 1] Javier Villa (®) Protean Racing BMW 320 TC +17.136s iy [ 2
2:30.526  2:34.804 12 Tiago Monteiro (P) SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon 1.6T +21.775s 10 |Zvie
| 13 CharlesNg (PRC) DeTean/Engstler BMW 320 TC +41.256s 17 |z
JSPOULSEN JIVILLA | 14 Joseph Merszei (MAC) DeTeam/Engstler BMW 320 TC +46.447s 19 | oww
15 Filipe De Souza (MAC) Corsa Motorsport Chevrolet Lacetti -2 laps 21 |2:36.694
m W 16 Gary Kwok (CAN) Wiechers-Sport BMW 320 TC -3 laps 18 | sz
o o R Aleksei Dudukalo (RUS) SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon 1.6T 7laps-lostuheel 16 |2:42.042
N T8 KWOK R Philip Ma (PRC) Proteam Racing BMW 320s1 Tlaps-accident 22 | meerm
2:39.822 24159 | R Ka| ok Mak (MAC) RPM Racing Team BMW 320st 7laps-accident 20 |2:44.720
e T R Darryl 0’Young (PRC) Bamboo-Engineering Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T 4laps-accdamage 4 TS
2:42.002 2:43.810 R Andre Couto (MAC) SUNRED Engineering SEAT Leon 1.6T 1 lap-accident 7 |2:3am
ST T R AlainMenu (CH) Chevrolet (RML) Chevrolet Cruze 1.6T 1lap-accident 12 TR
2:40.720  2:48.067 NS Fredy Barth (CH) Swiss Racing by SUNRED SEAT Leon 1.6T injured 2:41.598
NS Robert Dahlgren (S)  Polestar Racing Volvo C30 Drive injured

Race 1 Winner’saverage: 71.65mph. Fastest lap: Muller,2m32.146s,89.98mph. Race 2 Winner’s average: 75.15mph. Fastest lap: Huff, 2m32.173s,89.96mph. * started from pitlane.
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— TRW-Safety ’ ’ "

Congratulations Chevrolet for
winning the FIA World Touring
Car Championship 2011

TRW is proud to sponsor safety where it matters most,
and in 2010 and 2011 that has included the various race tracks
for the FIA World Touring Car Championship. We are proud to be
associated with Chevrolet for this race series, and congratulate
them on their consecutive win for 2011.

TRW Automotive Aftermarket is a division of TRW Automotive
and is the leading supplier of ‘Corner Module’ parts (braking,
steering and suspension) into the global aftermarket. In 2010, over
50% of cars produced had a TRW safety part fitted as standard.

r ./
YR A (4

Safety Car
FiA World Tour

ing

A TRW SYSTEM

Braking. Steering. Suspension www.trwaftermarket.com/wtcc
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Yvan Muller: stressed to best

INTERVIEW
YVAN MULLER

Muller and Chevy did
enough towin the title

Triple WTCC champion tells CHARLES BRADLEY he’ll be back for a tilt at a fourth title

DURING THE SUMMER, YVAN
Muller was hanging out
with fellow Alsatian
motorsport superstar
Sebastien Loeb, and noticed
seven stars on his helmet to
reflect his status as a (then)
seven-time world rally
champion. Yvan pointed out
that if he was going to
emulate Seb he’d be at least
47 by the time it happened.
Five years his junior, Loeb
quipped: “When you are 47,
T will still be much younger
than you!”

Like Loeb, Muller sealed
another world title this year
when he beat his Chevrolet
team-mate Rob Huff to the
‘World Touring Car
Championship by three
points in Macau last Sunday.

“Every championship is
hard, I can’t say one year is
harder than the other,” says
Muller. “T am very proud
that for the last six years I
have come here fighting for
the title, and the last five
years I've either been first
or second. What I couldn’t
understand is how stressful
I felt today, and this whole

weekend. [On raceday] 1
woke up at 3am... then
4am... then sam... Then I
decided there was no point
staying in bed any more!”
One aspect that Muller
has hated about 2011 has
been the bizarre qualifying
format, where pole for the
second race is set by the car
which is 10th fastest in Qu.
“I'm so glad it’s finished
for next year,” he says. “This
stupid qualifying, where
you have to slow down
meant that I had to start
from the back [eighth] in
race two because I didn’t
slow down enough. I've
raced for 32 years, and this
has been the first that I’'ve
had to do that. T kept
thinking: ‘Bloody hell, if the
championship is decided on
that, it will be a shame’.
Fortunately it wasn’t.”
Muller admits that he
wasn’t driving at his usual
standard in the first three
rounds of the season, while
rival Huff got off to a flying
start — winning four of the
opening six races.
“The qualifying thing

stressed me a lot,” he says.
“I took at least three race
weekends to get this off my
mind, but still — even here
— not totally. We also put
too much pressure on
ourselves, myself and my
engineer. Step by step we
improved it, and that’s why
I’'m quite proud of how we
did it. We recovered, we
found a solution, worked on
ourselves, and we came
back. At one point we were
30 points behind Rob, and
we arrived here 20 ahead, so
that’s a 50-point gain in
quite a short time.”

Did he think that
30-point deficit was too
much to overturn?

“Honestly yes. At that
moment, Rob was very fast
— he was on the moon! He
was thinking ‘nothing can
happen to me’ Fortunately
for me, I could get back to
my best level. The key point
of the season was Budapest.
We won the second race,
and we started to change
our fortunes.”

Muller will be back next
year with Chevy, and

Mullermadeupa

30-pointdeficit .

expects another tough fight
with Huff and his other
team-mate, Alain Menu.
He says his motivation to
claim a fourth title will be
as high as ever.

“It’s my life, you know,”
he says. “I started racing at

You need fewer mates
‘ to support Rob Huff

10, it’s what I know... I
don’t know what else to do!
‘We were fast last year and
we were even better this
year. We have an advantage
compared to the others, so
I believe we will still be the
team to beat next year.” &
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Flying towards the’01
world title for Subaru




RETROSPECTIVE
RICHARD BURNS

Richard Burns:
the untold

Subaru story

England’s only world rally champion was going
back to his spiritual home before illness struck.
DAVID EVANS recounts a little-known story

hortly after two o’clock in
the afternoon 10 years ago
tomorrow (Friday), England
ushered in its first World
Rally Champion as Richard
Burns splashed his Subaru across the
finish line of the 2001 Rally GB.

In doing so, Burns and his Scottish
co-driver Robert Reid delivered the
first title for British rally fans since
Colin McRae six years earlier. Amid
the pure, undiluted emotion of the
moment, another story was bubbling
behind the scenes. By winning the
championship, Burns’s planned move
to Peugeot the following year would
be blocked by his current employer
Subaru. Having taken on the world
together, the team and its champion
would be split for 2002. The
champagne flattened slightly to
leave a bitter taste for all involved.

But, when Burns stepped up and
onto the bonnet of his Impreza
WRC at the end of SS17, Margam 2
on Sunday November 25, for that
moment all that mattered was that
he was king of the world.

Sitting alongside king Richard is
something Reid will never forget. And
Rally GB 2001 is locked in his memory.

“It was anything but a
straightforward event,” recalls Reid.
“There were niggling issues for us all
the way through and, of course, the
whole event was run with this legal
situation going on in the background.
Once we were into the event, we were
focused on the job in hand, but every

now and then you couldn’t help but
have your mind wander.”

Burns and Reid had stayed in a
separate hotel to the Subaru team in
Wales, preferring somewhere quieter,
somewhere they could surround
themselves with Team Burns.

Part of that team that weekend
were Dario and Marino Franchitti,
Kevin McGarrity and Mick Doohan.
Predictably, they provided moments
to lighten the mood.

“Those guys had borrowed Richard’s
Impreza road car to go spectating
during the event,” says Reid. “And we
had a bit of a dice with them on the
way down the M4 to the finish in
Cardiff. Then we went out for dinner
with them later that night, in a limo...”

But, before that dinner and the
post-event party, there was a rather
tense meeting in the hotel where
Burns and Reid were staying.

Then Subaru World Rally Team
technical director David Lapworth
remembers the afternoon well.

“Nick Fry [SWRT team chief] and
I went to talk,” says Lapworth. “The
feeling was, ‘Okay, now that we’ve
won the championship let’s see if the
position has changed a little bit. Let’s
see if there’s anything to be done.
There wasn’t”

The Prodrive pair then left, but Fry
only got as far as the car, where he
served a writ on the new champion.

“That wasn’t such a nice moment,”
says Reid. “But, we got on with the
night and got completely pissed. »
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<« I don’t remember much after that!”

Two days later, the new champions
stepped aboard a Peugeot 206 WRC
for the first time in a Welsh forest.
The test went well and Burns and Reid
were looking forward to more success.

History will reflect that success
didn’t come. And 18 months into
their time at Peugeot, the unthinkable
happened: Subaru began courting the
Brits for 2004.

Unthinkable to the outsider, it
wasn’t to Lapworth. He and Burns had
remained friends throughout, seeing
each other socially in the meantime.

“Tommi [Makinen] decided in the
middle of 2003 that he would be
going,” says Lapworth. “Richard was
the number-one pick.”

So, when Burns and Reid saw
Lapworth heading their way during
the Acropolis Rally of that year, they
knew something was coming.

Reid says: “We were sat at the
control, just waiting to go into service.
Lappy was strolling towards us and
Richard turned to him and said, ‘Is this
going to be the offer then?’ Lappy said,
‘Could do with a chat, give us a call
when you’re back in the UK. There’s a
lot I miss about Richard, especially his
sense of humour at times like those.”

“Richard said, ‘We’ll go
to Subaru, do a two-
year deal, then take
six months off”
ROBERT REID

A couple of months later, the deal
was completed in the Crazy Bear at
Stadhampton in Oxfordshire.

“The negotiations weren’t
complicated,” says Lapworth. “Richard
wanted to drive the car again. Peugeot
had built this new car [the 307 WRC]
which was expected to wipe the floor
with everybody, but things didn’t go
to plan at the first test.”

It was Burns’s first — and only —
test of the 307 that sealed the deal.
Driving the new car for the first time
in August 2003, Burns was very
upbeat about the prospect.

“We really were excited,” says Reid.
“We were testing it on asphalt at quite
a hilly venue in France.”

Things did not go to plan.

Reid says: “We had a look around the
car and asked some very reasonable
questions; Richard wanted to know
why my seat wasn’t lower or why the
rear anti-roll bar came across the boot
floor instead of going underneath it. To
my mind, this didn’t show Richard as a
spoiled brat, but more as a driver who
wanted constructive input into the car.
They were definitely taken as being
outrageous criticism. To say we were

The Peugeot 307 test
in 2003 did not go well

disappointed is an understatement.

“As we went for our first drive in the
car, the team said not to do a standing
start — and we were told there was no
reverse gear. Richard and I looked at
each other and said, ‘Really?’

“Anyway, we started the test. We
went out and drove, then came back,
something was changed. We went out,
drove, came back and something was
changed and each time Richard wasn’t
asked for any comments. Richard then
asked, ‘What are you doing?’ but the
reply was, ‘Just drive the car’ To which
Richard said, “What about some
feedback?’ The team said, “We’re not
interested.” They were worried that if
they told Richard what they’d done to
the car, then he wouldn’t give a true
answer about how the car was running.

“Richard didn’t work like that.
Finally, they changed something else
and we went out and had a massive
moment, understeering off the road.
We came back to service and Richard
jumped out of the car, took the engineer
by the scruff of the throat and put him
up against the side of the truck, saying,
‘I'm not playing this game any more.
Tell me what’s on the car’

“Richard then told the engineer that
if he was going to change things and
not tell him, he would have to go in the
car with him. Richard then drove as
hard as possible, taking as many risks
as possible and basically trying to scare
this guy to death. There was then an
even bigger argument when they got
back and the engineer said he wouldn’t

EURODATACAR

go back in the car if Richard was going
to drive like a lunatic. Richard said,
‘'m not driving like a lunatic, 'm
driving like a rally driver.

Just when things couldn’t get any
worse Burns was given the green light
to use launch control and do a standing
start, which was on a gentle incline.

“Richard built the revs and dropped
the clutch,” says Reid, “then, nothing.
The car started rolling backwards. ‘Ah,’
said Richard, ‘I think it’s just shit itself.
They put another gearbox in, we tried
again, same thing — this time with oil
pissing everywhere.”

The moment had arrived.

“Richard looked over and said,

‘I think we’ll get DR on the phone’
Leaving the test, the Burns/Reid
partnership’s future was decided.

“We were going up to Richard’s place
in Andorra,” says Reid. “I’d been having
trouble with my back after a big crash
in Australia the year before and I was
a bit miserable. I told Richard I was
fed-up with all the politics and not
sure I wanted to continue. Richard
said, ‘How’s this: we’ll go to Subaru,
do a two-year deal then we’ll stop
and take six months off. Then we’ll
do a couple of raids and then do
Dakar. I said, ‘Yeah, I’'m up for that’
And that was it. The plan was made.”

Things moved quickly after that,
with Burns and Reid attending
Subaru’s first strategy meeting for
2004 in Monaco in the autumn of
2003 and the pair was set to return
to the Impreza for the first time a

PICS: MCKLIEN, LAT
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day after Rally GB.

“Three things convinced Richard
the move back to Subaru was right,”
says Reid. “The first was Lappy; they
knew each other, they knew how
they worked. Paul Howarth was the
second reason — he was and is a
straight-talker who will do everything
he can to make things happen, but tell
you immediately if it’s not possible.
And the third reason was Tom Hunt,
the test-team manager. It was about
people. The car was very much a
secondary consideration. Without
sounding arrogant or anything like
that, Richard knew he could make the
car work with these people. There was
definitely an element of going home.”

Lapworth agrees with that. Thinking
back to the moment, he adds: “It was
going to be business as usual in 2004.”

Just days after Burns’s new Subaru
team kit arrived, he was diagnosed
with the brain tumour that put an end
to his 2003 title bid and, six years ago
tomorrow (Friday), stole England’s
first world champion. &

2001 SEASON

Monte Carlo Rally - retired, engine
Swedish Rally — 16th

Rally Portugal - 4th

Catalunya Rally - 7th

Rally Argentina - 2nd

Cyprus Rally - 2nd

Acropolis Rally - retired, off the road
Safari Rally - retired, suspension
Rally Finland - 2nd

Rally New Zealand - 1st

Rallye Sanremo - retired, off the road
Tour de Corse - 4th

Rally Australia - 2nd

Rally GB - 3rd

\‘f

o,

-
_ ', RETROSPECTIVE

RICHARD BURNS
: - A v

*
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WEB DIRECTORY

HAMILTON

e #LLTD
Suppliers of: Race & Rally Shelters,
Minililite, Piloti, Moto-lita, Car Covers etc
www.hamiltongrouponline.com

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES
Gearboxes and Axles for Road, Race, Rally, and more

Telephone: 01582 B40008, Fax: 01582 B4000T

'Il Lo B L AL America’s #1 supplier
RIRA SRS NI < c~RT 2nd Formula
One Racing memorabllia. Large selection of slgned
ariginal collectables. See our ad under markeiplace
Memorabilia. Call or fax or a mail listing at (609) 575 1143
ar visit our website @ www.JMJAuto.com

www.chaters.co.uk

Probably the World's LARGEST selection of Motoring Books & DVD's
Tel: 01276 686639 - Fax: 01276 686538

Inconel & Stainless Steel Specialists

Tel: 01753 532222
www.simpsonraceexhausts.com

GEARBOXES HELMET GRAPHICS MEMORABILIA

Mike Fairholme Designs

Sole approved painter of Arai helmets.
Silver Birches, Corby Birkholme, Nr Grantham, Lincs NG33 4LE.
Tel: 01476 550630. Fax: 01476 550029.
email: fairholmedesigns@btconnect.com

www.fairholmedesigns.co.uk

- Wy
3 = <4

EXCLUSIVE MOTORSPORT MEMORABILIA
EST. 1996
We Buy Your Teaungeow !

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

CLUBMAN

Tel. 01327 308833
Web. www.brianjames.co.uk

www.CartekMotorsport.com

/ \\ LONDON

III | MOTORSPORT
L ”

| yeapE SHOWROOM

‘\U/ms’@r www.msar.co.uk

wng;-mge‘_r_pgms:co‘:ﬁk

Position Sensors Ltd

Motorsport Specialist

WWW.position-sensors.co.uk

RACEWEAR

JW Green Trailers
for
Stock ready for delivery before Christmas

Tel: 0333 456 0222 Mob: 07785 230560
www.jwgreen.co.uk

Pit to Car Radio
0044(0)1508 _ZZT 0\

528837 £ £ADI0 MURRRNNN
www.raceradio.co.uk

www.porscheshop.co.uk

PORSCHESHOP

+44 (0) 121 585 6088

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
www.jjcraceandrally.com

WWW.ROYALPURPLE.CO.UK

[EET78/7 oy

V)T

T

THETIC RACE OILS

01209 216 666

HAUTOSPORT.com

TOJADVERTISENNITHE\WEB]DIREGTORY/PLEASE{CALL
8267 E:MAIIfautosportfads@haymarketicom

THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM
prdirect.com

M B B "oLD HALL PERFORMANCE LTD

L2 +44 24
RED LINE -+
_ SYNTHETICOIL 7675Yhad

sales@redlinevil-europe.com www.redlineoil-esrope.com

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

g‘ I , E GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts

TrapSTUSSans  Tel01782 280136 Fax:01782 269913
Email: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

com

WWW.,

(=
r= FINBLLAP

For Everything Formulfa One
www.finallap.net WE BUY AND SELL
+44 (0)1245 287588 / 07771 920345

MEMORABILIA MOTORHOMES & TRAILERS RACE PARTS

/QE’ DRY SUMP
/4L/ SYSTEMS
ARMETAONG RACE ENGINEERING ING.
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM _ (916) 652-5262

MOTORSPORT

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

VT

RACE PRODUCTS

(TEKNOFIBRA®)
HEAT RESISTENT MATERIAL
Protection to 1000°C

web: www.walkersgarage.com
tel: 0044 (0) 1609 777221

ALL OMP RACEWEAR "

Anissnor - QMNP

www.ybracing.co.uk ——

RACING CARS FOR SALE
ALAN CORNOCK FCS
BUYING - SELLING - BROKERAGE

www.racingcarsforsale.co.uk
TEL: 01480 891212

Motorsport Specialist Web Design

+44 (0) 20 8289 1621
info@msportstars.com

www.m stars.com




Shifting less Kilos, Costs less.

Improving efficiency takes many forms and we all depend on
it to provide better for less into the future.

Brian James Trailers are designed with pure efficiency in use.
And so they become lighter, stronger, more durable, offering
market leading value, continuing the lineage for future
generations of British Club Motorsport competitors.

dubbmean & Clubmean Tik=bed

The brand new Clubman range has new versions offering
longer, wider bed space and more efficient loading. New
high strength, light weight chassis manufactured using
the latest CNC controlled machinery is easy to

handle and operate. o o

Clubman models feature three

hydraulic operation tilt-beds and ten
loading ramp trailers. Something
in the range for any Club
motorsport competitor.

4.3 m (141t} Long, 1.90m (6ft 3) wide
2000 Kg gross capacity

AAMENR FEME)®

Visit th Brian J Trail b site at
www brianjames.co.uk for full pricing detailsof the |15 L JAA N J2 L1 X N 29V 1 B 2 o8
product range and our extensive national dealer network.

www.brianjames.co.uk Tel. 01327 308833

ref.11/10

Models shown may feature optional equipment

WEB DIRECTORY
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Call Us Now! tel. 01327 263 384

B

RL 6000

£9,500 + vat

RL 5000

£7,300 + vat

For Sale
Hi Specification Aloy panelled BTCC 45ft Race Trailer
& Scania V8 530 Unit

B

Total cost New £240,000
For Sale @ £85,000 inc Tractor Unit
Call David Pinkney on 07970 829293

RACE & RALLY CARS

optional colour finishes shown

INFORMATION & HISTORY ARE SOUGHT
FOR THIS 1950s COMPETITION CAR
QUALITY ENGINEERED FORD 1172 “COMPETITION SPECIAL”
SUPERBLY MADE ALLOY BODY WITH TUBULAR SPACE FRAME
& INDEPENDENT COIL SPRING SUSPENSION. FUEL TANK HAS
BEEN REDUCED IN SIZE TO ONE GALLON AT SOME POINT IN ITS
LIFE PROBABLY FOR CHANGE OF USE FROM RACE TRACK TO
HILL CLIMB COMPETITION. THIS CAR HAS BEEN STORED AS IT
IS FOR THE LAST FORTY YEARS & COMES WITH A COUPLE OF
FORD ENGINES BUT PROBABLY NOT THE ORIGINAL. IF ANYONE
KNOWS ANY HISTORY OR CAN POINT ME IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION TO OBTAIN IT | WOULD BE GRATEFUL. MORE
PICTURES CAN BE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST. If you can help

please make contact. Tel: 07831 715400 or 02476 349879
or: COM Or See: WWW. ij co.uk

1997 Lotus XI Replica Called a ALBA Automotive.
This a Very Rare Car Fitted With a RaceLine 2.0
Zetec 200 BHP on Throttle Bodies. Duck Egg Blue

With Black Race Seats. Period Wheels With Toyo
888, 5 Speed Quaife Gear Box. Ford Live Axle. Twin
Alloy Fuel Tanks. MOT July 2012. This is a Well
Sorted Track or Road Car. Comes With Lots & Lots of
Paper Work & Bills. £24,995.
www.woodcotesportscars.com Tel: 07831 240733

ENTER NOW

SCAl THE
GRAND PRIX
PREDICIOR
-XPERTS

Visit castroledgerankings.com/predictor

HISTORIC RACING

TVR Grantura 1800 s. FIA spec, with ‘proper’
1840cc engine, built regardless of cost to very
high standards with Spa 6 Hrs in mind. Only
done 3 races and finished 2nd in class each
time, HTP papers, spare wheels and tyres, plus
spares, £45,000 will consider P/X - see website.

e g

MG 1100 saloon, well known car (Madge)
prepared regardless of cost, and campaigned
successfully by various different drivers, class
podiums in last three outings, has to be the
cheapest FIA/HTP car around at £8500, and
eligible for many Europe wide events. Always
attracts attention, and has her own following!
www.hewittsracing.co.uk

Mobile 07831104020  Eve 01782720422

[ WANTED
WANTED

Small Block Chevy race engine.
327 or 350 long motor.
Ideally ready to fit but would
consider simple rebuild.

No carb required.

Cash waiting.

Brian 01565 830423
bclassic44@aol.com

Team Dynamics
offer for sale

2011 specification
Honda S2000 BTCC Civic

Complete rolling chassis with engines available
from Neil Brown Engineering.
Comprehensive spares package available.
Price on application.

For further information, please contact Peter Crolla
/ 01386 556122 / pcrolla@rimstock.com




RACE & RALLY CARS

Call or email for further details
graeme@mundy-building.com or 07768 256357

2 Litre Alloy Block BDG. Complete refurbish, stripped for inspection. Webers included.
BDA Block (AX). New liners, forged pistons, BDA head with valves. Complete refurbish.
Sports Prototype prepared for 2012. Hewland rebuild by J.P @ Silverstone, many new

parts fitted, monocoque refurbish, 8 mounted slicks, 4 mounted wets, 6 class wins,
1 class 2nd from last 10 races. Many spares, rolling chassis.

Mclaren team car for John Watson & Patrick Tambay.
Direct from Mclaren to current owner. Expertly restored by
ex-Mclaren F1 chief mechanic Gary Anderson.
Recent Historic Grand Prix winner at Mosport.

(+001) 858-459-3500 (USA)
www.grandprixclassics.com  info@grandprixclassics.com

Why not Join Group C at Le Mans 2012?

Spice SE90c, the Obermaier car, for Group C Revival.
Fresh 3.5 DFR Cosworth, Fresh 6 Speed Gear Box, New Crown Wheel,
In Car Adjust Roll Bars. Some Spares: Nose, Exhaust and Wheels.
The car had very little running in period and is in original condition.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spice_Engineering

Price on Application
lan Stinton - Tel: 07973 815 824 - Email: lan.Stinton@thesolution.co.uk
, - 3\ AT P B

'y

JRM Group / Sumo Power offer a unique
opportunity to purchase one of its race cars

Nissan Silvia S15 race car, previously HKS works
car (Japan) recently used for drifting events in
Nismo livery (European Drift Championship
winning car in 2011). Absolutely stunning condi-
tion, maintained as a JRM works car, no expense
spared and can be used for race or drift competi-
tion with minor changes (setup only). 2.2 litre
SR20DET engine with 430bhp ATW, 6 sp sequential
gearbox (less than 100kms since rebuild at JRM),
AP air-jacks, Endless brakes, RAYS wheels etc etc
- extensive new and used spare parts and wheels
package, ready to race in 2012. Eligible for various
championships in UK/Europe/Middle East, very
fast, reliable car with credible history and level of
preparation that you would expect from JRM.

Price: £47,500 pius vat.

Contact: Andy Barnes, MD, JRM Group.
+44 (0)1797 222281 or abarnes@jrm-group.com

"____-_)

1987"Silverstone 1000 km

Eligible for 1 Hour Le Mans Legend event
featuring Group C cars

1986 Le Mans 24 Hour — 1st in Class, 14th overall

(+001) 858-459-3500 (USA)
www.grandprixclassics.com  info@grandprixclassics.com

FOR SALE
AWESOME 2 SEAT ON ROAD/OFF ROAD RAGE WITH PRIVATE PLATE ‘R200 AGE’.
Built November 2009 first road registered January 2010, only 830 miles and no track use.
Kawasaki 1352cc (ZZR1400) engine, six speed sequential manual, circa 475kg.
Extras include off road wheels, tyres and springs, extra child seat, fly off handbrake etc.
0-60 circa 3.5 seconds & 120mph top speed.

i

NS et
i b e S
Now circa £36,000 new - will sell for £21,500
For further information call Alasdair on 07887 781 298

RACE & RALLY CARS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY

MARKETPLACE
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MARKETPLACE
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THE WORLD'S LEADING GRF«ND PRIX ANNUAL
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£34.00

WWW.CHATERS GOUK

_ o
Chater’s
Motoring Booksellers
THIS GHRISTMjS

i i ._ _.._ s Thane Y, ] . _...
_J.r.f .’IJJ_J _,J.r_f.b!
CALENDAR

£9.99

Autoobile
£9.99 __

i BOOKS DELIVERED
POST-FREE!

ORDER ONLINE
" OR GALL: .
0i256 765443 | sesss

25/26 Murrell Green Business Park, Hook, Hampshire, RG27 9GR




MARKETPLACE

MOTORSPORT EQUIPMENT

Sales

Spares
Accessories
Custom Graphics

E-Z UP®shelters since 1983
1.5m x 1.5m to 6.0m x 6.0m
Set up in 60 Seconds!
UK Next Day Delivery

E-Z UP®Instant Shelters

‘._'_./:]
H tec
ENGINEERING

Championship winning
engine rebuilding and
preparation
Modern and Historic
Contact Paul Knapton
01922 454 858
aul@xtecengineering.com

MEMORABILIA

“OLLECTORS .COM

+#1FOR F1 MEMORRBILIA

We buy and sell F1 items
AYRTON SENNA specialists

Call CHRIS GRINT 01763 274448
email: sales@f1collectors.com

NMJJAutomobilia

SUPPLIERS OF RACE
MEMORIBILIA SINCE 1992

LT ER TR X(609)157 54143

 ETRIMIQIMIAUTOICOM
WWW:IMJAUTOICOM

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

FOR ALL YOUR
=NAVON
TYRES
MO TORSPORT
RACING TYRES
Inc. ACB 10 Formula Ford
Contact

BMTR LTD

Tel: 0121 331 1122
Fax: 0121 331 1144

email: sales@bmir.co.uk
see our new web site at www.bmtr.co..

= Sw:fl Shade Instant Race & Rally Marquees =
Set up in minutes. Steel or Alloy frames to suit all budgets. Sizes from 2.2x2.2m to 6m Hexagon From £185 inc Vat

Tyre Transport Cases — Tyre Hillclimb Jackets - Indoor & Outdoor Car Covers - Lamp Pods for Service Vans
Minilite Wheels - Carbon Footrests - Motordrive Seats - Mudflaps - Throttle Bodies and Much More...
Website www.hamiltongrouponline.com Email office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk Tel +44(0)118 973 7300

Ea@@wa@azﬁ

DRIVEN BY PASSION
www.gprdirect.com

New Product!

BT-Q1000eX
GPS Lap Timer

GPR would like to introduce the
new GPS lap timer from QSTARS

TN Y

This is the latest GPS lap timer
to hit the market,

@.,— / /,/

no messing around with wires, —

no complicated set-up just swich it on and go!

Easy to use software supplied with each timer, Logs 5
times per second so you never miss a moment.

O

SOLE UK DISTRIBUTOR

Tel: 01327 855585

Unit 1 Silverstone Tech Park,
Silverstone Circuit
Towcester, NN12 8TN

\I-III!II’I‘II

R A C

PROVEN TO WORK
PROVEN TO WIN

www.schroth.com

BAE SYSTEMS

HAUTOSPORT

MISSED AN ISSUE?

08456 777 817

FREE NEW 2012

Moiorspori Cuiulogue

HAVE YOU GOT

Calls to 0906
numbers cost 50p
per minute at all
times. (Calls should
last no longer than
11/2 minutes).

YOURS YET!

Get Your 2012 Copy Now!

www.demon-tweeks.co.uk Tel: 0906 250 1516

RACE & RALLY CARS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY

MARKETPLACE

APPOINTMENTS
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WORLDS | CH =51 AND STRONGEST HELMET!

& NEW Stilo ST4 FN 8860 Zero

& Worlds Lightest FIA 8860
Helmet

& At 1.2kg its 20% lighter than
most others

& Available January 2012

‘ Public Launch at Autosport
Show

& unbelievably Light
= Incredibly Strong

Nicky Grist Motorsports Limited
Unit 5B -
Westwood Industrial Estate
Pontrilas
nickygrist.com

Heref hi
ngZeé)étl:i_s ire UK Importer

autosport.ads@haymarket.com

info@nickygrist.com +44 (0)1981 241040 www.nickygrist.com

RACE PRODUCTS

London Motorsport Showroom
www.msar.co.uk
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BithiumjRacing|

Ultimate
Ultimate]W, EDG'

Safety
Dewces

www.msar.co.uk

ORDER HOTLINE: 020 8655 7877

70



MARKETPLACE

Torque
Developments
International

— ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS

— ROAD CAR PERFORMANCE UPGRADES

— RACE CAR PREPARATION AND SUPPORT.

— ECU CALIBRATION AND REMAPPING

— HIGH PERFORMANCE CHASSIS DYNAMICS
— CUSTOM PROJECT DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE
— ENGINE BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT

— RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

— SERVICING AND REPAIRS

— HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS DISTRIBUTION
— 0% FINANCE ARRANGED

wwyv.hksuvs -

YOKOHAMA

CT230R

UNIT5

CLIFFSIDE TRADE PARK
MOTHERWELL WAY
THURROCK

ESSEX RM20 3XD

SALES & GENERAL ENQUIRIES
FREEFONE +44 (0)800 107 3250
TRADE & DEALER ENQUIRIES
FREEFONE +44 (0)800 107 3260

WWW.TDI-PLC.COM

prodriue

CHASSIS DYNAMICS CERTIFIED

EFI University

Advanced Certification

AUTOMOTIVE
a a TECHNICIAN
ACCREDITATION

Lo H N

MOTORSPORT INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL O

1SO 9001
DREI®

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS WEB DIRECTORY

MARKETPLACE RACE & RALLY CARS

APPOINTMENTS
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(=gl IPrix AYRTON’S LAST RACE
@“ LIMITED EDITION GLASS ART PRINT

In Association With

autosport.ads@haymarket.com
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The most realistic simulator
outside of formula one!

Qur simulator works by harnessing
cranfileld’s sustained cueing system, To Book Your Session
which exerts pressure on the driver's In The Ultimate Race
body through a series of actuators Simulator

f i Ayrton’s Last Race - Start of the San Marino GP — 1st May 1994
_3|tuate_d around _the seat. _Thls pressure Please Contact
is desighed to give the driver a sense of Matt Kelly
the real physical forces they would feel in 01327 855585
the seat were they actually driving a car. simulator@gprdirect.com

Price £295 inc VAT and p&p in the UK

Unit 1 Silverstone Tech Park, Silverstone Circuit, To order go on line - www.f1.co.uk or

Towcester, Northants, NN12 8TN . .
Tel: 01327 855585 E-mail: simulator@gprdirect.com Phone 01625 427683 or Email abi@f1.co.uk
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COMPLETE AZ GUIDE

#AUTOSPORT
DIRECTORY 2012

Available Online

DON'T MISS OUT

To book your ad into

the 2012 Directory,
email:
leanne.foley@haymarket.com

To update your entry,

email
asdir@haymarket.com

+44 (0)20 8267 5836




WORKSHOP FEATURE

The NEW on-line Discount Tool warehouse

Over 10,000 tools available now!
In stock: Generators, Pressure washers, Compressors,
Welders..... PLUS TONS MORE!

Visit: www.toolsandpowertools.co.uk
0845 094 2452
Hyundai, Sealey, Lavor, Fiac, Stephill

ToolsandPowertools.co.uk is a division of Genpower

HAUTOSPORT
MISSED AN ISSUE?
i Yo tnos! 08456 777 817
WA\ GaragePride

01743-860736

MAXIMISING YOUR

e SYSTEM ([ 01622 859 522 :
ocrenTA ao 8 Sound

SOLUTIONS L

System Store Solutions specialises in the total design, layout and installation of race and rally
workshops and road transporters, as well as providing a range of innovative storage products
designed specifically for the motor racing fraternity.

v FREE quotations

+ DESIGN DRAWINGS These include:

- Stand-alone workstations,

W Expert consultation

- Drawer cabinets,

- Mobile storage units,

@ Total fit-out service

- Workbenches,

. . . - Trolleys,
E Qua“ty InSta“atlon - Transportation systems,

- Containers and shelving

@ Years of experience - & racking for workshops.

Ham Lane, Lenham, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2LH

SYSTEM

Tel: +44 (0)1622 859 522

STORE Fax: +44 (0)1622 858 746

E-mail: sales@systemstoresolutions.com

SOLUTIONS L1p WWW.SYSTEM-STORE.COM



BOOKING DEADLINE MIDDAY MONDAY PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
COPY DEADLINE MONDAY 5PM PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
ALL ADVERTS PLACED FEATURE IN THE APPOINTMENTS SECTION

APPOINTMENTS

PUBLICATION DATE EVERY THURSDAY
OF AUTOSPORT.COM FOR ONE WEEK

CALL 020 8267 5820 RACHEL.BROCK@HAYMARKET.COM

FOR ALL AVAILABLE VACANCIES PLEASE GO TO THE JOBS SECTION OF AUTOSPORT.COM

autosport.ads@haymarket.com
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No.1 & No.2 RACE

MECHANICS

We currently seek to recruit a highly experienced
No.1 & No.2 Race Mechanics to join our race team.
You will to be responsible for one of our world
championship Formula One cars attending all
events. You will be working directly with the Chief

Mechanic and Race Engineer in collating daily

workloads and managing direct car crews to

achieve the set goals. The successful candidates will need to be organised
and work with a professional manner at all times.

Reporting directly to the Team Manager with previous F1 experience
(desirable) and a broad mechanical background, you will possess a

good quality methodical attitude to problem solving. Be an excellent
communicator and comfortable with delegation, work effectively and take
direction from Chief Mechanic and Engineer.

If you wish to be considered for this post, please email hr@teamlotus.co.uk,
quoting TL/HR/RMEC/047/11 and attaching an up to date CV.

Closing date for applications: 2nd December 20T11.

T=CHNOLOGY

COME AND WORK WITH THE WORLD CHAMPIONS!

With our recent success there has never been a more exciting time to join our team.

HR909 — COMPOSITE DESIGN ENGINEER

Working in our Composite Design Group
you will be responsible for all or parts of
composite design projects, from pattern work
and tooling, to detailed component design,
assemblies and associated jigs. You will also
have a role in structural sign off, provision of
supporting documentation and resolufion of
operational issues.

You will be involved in the composite design of
the chassis; impact structures; wings; bodywork
and gearbox, as well as potential input into a wide
range of R&D projects.

The successful applicant should ideally have:

® An  Engineering Degree or equivalent
qualification.

® Relevant experience of Composite Design in
Formula 1, Motorsport, Aerospace or Marine
industries.

o Relevant knowledge of current composite
material technologies, their associated fooling,
production techniques and processes.

ience of 3D CAD is essential
of BSB8B8 geometric folerancing

Applicants will be self-motivated and proactive
with excellent communication skills and the
ability to work to fight deadlines, within a feam
environment, often with minimum supervision.

To apply for the above role please send or email
a covering letter and your (V. quofing the
relevant reference number, where you have
seen the role advertised, and your current
remuneration details to:

Email: recruitment@redbullracing.com

Address: Human Resources, Red Bull Technology
Ltd, Building 1, Bradbourne Drive, Tilbrook,
Milton Keynes, MK7 8B)

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS -
15TH DECEMBER 2011

PLEASE NOTE: Red Bull Technology does not accept any
unsolicited resumes from personnel agencies. Red Bull
Technology is not responsible for any fees related to
unsolicited resumes.

If you are interested in applying for this role, you will need
a valid work permit or have the right to live and work in the
United Kingdom.

JOUSH FENWAY |
) HoUSH]
RACING
LEAD AERODYNAMICIST
Roush Fenway Racing, a championship motorsports organization based in the Charlotte, NC
metro area is seeking an aerodynamicist to coordinate projects associated with their NASCAR
program.

The selected candidate will manage programs associated with full scale wind tunnel testing,
40% scale model testing, CFD projects and support of track testing. Must work closely with
team management to generate new product/concepts and designs. Responsible for concept
development, test coordination, data analysis, program management and internal reporting.
Will manage the implementation of design and process changes into manufacturing to ensure
proper deployment and application.

Candidates should have significant experience in a top-level motor sports team or organization
(min 4 yrs) and a 4-yr degree in either an Aerodynamic or Mechanical Engineering related
field.

Respond to Engineeringlobs@roushfenway.com with resume and compensation requirements.

_Ref: LRGP_R&D7

other hybrid modelling software. Thorough knowledge of MS Excel is required
and programming VBA experience would be beneficial. Experience of setting up
and running laboratory tests and familiarity with data acquisition software is
desirable, as is familiarity with CATIA V5 or other 3D CAD software.

Excellent communication and organisational skills are essential for this role.
Candidates should be highly self-motivated and possess the ability to remain
focused and calm when working to tight deadlines under minimal supervision.

Please apply in writing with current CV, salary expectations
and quoting job reference number to:

Human Resources
Lotus Renault GP Lid
Enstone

Oxfordshire 0X7 4EE

Email hr@lotusrenaultgp.com

Closing date 8™ December 2011
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And here are the views of some of our
satisfied clients:

“Working at Red Bull Racing is a way of life, we all
share a common goal, compete at the highest level
and win. We see our staff as one of our greatest assets.
For this reason we have chosen Autosport as one of
our preferred recruitment advertising suppliers as
they are a leading motorsport magazine with a clear
understanding of the marketplace we work in. Our
experience of advertising in Autosport has been very
positive resulting in job applicants of the highest
calibre who have become valued additions to our
team.”

Red Bull Racing

“At Flybrid Systems we have used Autosport as a single
source to advertise a range of jobs from design and
development engineering roles to assembly technicians
and administrators. We have always had a strong
response and on the last occasion we received over
200 applications for 6 posts.”

Jon Hilton FIMechE CEng, Managing Partner, Flybrid Systems LLP

"Autosport has been a great help to me in the recruitment
of good quality candidates from the motorsport industry."
Keith Blain - MREC CertRP, Recruitment Manager

“The decision to advertise for staff in Autosport was
easy as the magazine is one of the most widely read
motorsport publications in the world. The resulting
response also met our expectations providing us
with a large number of high quality candidates. What
exceeded our expectations was the friendly and helpful
nature of the Autosport staff who helped us with the
timing and preparation of our advertisement. I would
recommend the use of Autosport to any organization
looking to recruit staff in our business.”

Steve Hallam, Director of Competition, Michael Waltrip Racing

"Team WFR recognise Autosport magazine as one of
the mainstream publications within the motorsport
industry and therefore was an obvious choice when
wishing to recruit new staff. We were thoroughly
impressed with the extensive response to our
advertisement and the quality of candidates that was
received, just going to show that Autosport is read by
high level motorsport professionals”

Jody Firth, Team WFR

SWINDON
ENGINES®

Swindon Engines is a high performance engines specialist, for road cars and motorsport

applications. Amongst other projects, Swindon Engines run several GT engine projects, develop

and manufacture powertrain solutions for OEMs.

Due to new business developments, we have the following position available:

DESIGN ENGINEER
You will report to our Technical Manager, be part of our technical team designing internal
engine parts and carry out under-bonnet packaging work.
Essential: - Mechanical Engineering degree or equivalent
- Experienced in engine design
- Familiar with Catia V.5 CAD software
- Team player who thrives under pressure

Full time positions available immediately. Competitive salary offered.

Please send your application including your CV to recruitment@swindon-engines.com
Swindon Engines, Crampton road, Swindon, SN3 3JJ, United Kingdom - Tel: +44 (0) 1793531321

Trackside Support Engineer

Toyota Racing Development (TRD USA) is looking for talented engineers with trackside

engineering experience to support its exciting NASCAR Cup Series program.
Typical duties will include:

* Driver and team liaison.

* Optimization of race engine performance (from analysis of logged data)
and engine integration with chassis tuning.

* Pre-test planning and post-race engineering reporting.

* Pre/post event race strategy analysis.

This position is based in North Carolina and extensive travel to race events and tests
will be required.

Applicants should have an engineering degree (or equivalent experience), a
background in I.C. engine development, and at least 2 years full-time trackside
engineering experience (incl. typical software such as ATLAS, MOTEC). Initiative and
excellent communication skills are essential. Please submit your cover letter, resume
and salary history to TRD_HR_Department@toyota.com

@WlLLlAMS F

Garage Technician

As an experienced Garage Technician working on our Race Team, you

will have experience of setting up all aspects of a travelling garage
environment, such as bannering, overhead pods and pit wall. In addition,
you will be fully conversant with the range of support roles required at
events, from refuelling to setting up pit stop equipment. A ‘can do’ attitude
is a pre requisite, and the ability to work as part of a team to deadlines
without compromising performance or quality is essential.

Toolpath Programmer, Machine Shop

We are seeking highly motivated individuals to produce efficient Toolpath
Programs for the multi-axis High Speed Machining Centres in our Machine
Shop using NX CAD/CAM and Vericut verification software. You will also be
required to produce supporting documentation, as well as liaise with the
Machinists/Department Heads to ensure all necessary information and
departmental records are kept up-to-date and continuously improved.

You will have up-to-date experience of CNC machining and ideally
programming in this environment. You should be a team player and be
able to work on your own initiative. A good working knowledge of MS
Excel and Word would be an advantage, although training can be
provided. A flexible approach to work and hours is essential.

To apply, please visit our website at Williamsfl.com and select the
Recruitment option under the Team heading.

Closing date: Friday 9 December 2011.

© 2011 Williams Grand Prix Engineering Ltd
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Thanks to our sponsors,
supporters and drivers!

Britcar Production GTN Class 1
Champions 2011

2011 Britcar 24hr
bth overall

Lotus Specl

facebook.com/motionsport
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ith over 15 years of growth, development
and race management experience,
CLUB boasts an unrivalled status.

CLUB has brought powerful arrive-and-drive
karting within reach of everyone and at the same
time, has removed the “cheque-book element”
of motorsport once and for all. Whichever of our
2-stroke events you choose, all the karts are
prepared to an identical standard.

/__._.———"' W““mg
{Racingd’ ;

wadus

TEST DAYS.......A great way to start 2 stroke karting
SPRINTS The ultimate challenge for individuals

ENDURANCE ...Designed for teams of 2-5 drivers
Amongst it's qualities, CLUB has two very

EST unique factors:
SIMPLY, Z-STROKE KARTING AT ITS B | ol

+ A fleet of Karts supplied with 115cc TKM 2-stroke
engines and ‘direct drive’ transmission.

+ The opportunity to race at a variety of circuits.

For more information on our various formats,
circuits we visit and all of our upcoming events visit
our website.

“The highest level of | & = CLUB Racing Limited
2-stroke ‘arrive & [ " — ~ . - ) ' Bor! AFcord House, Castle Road,

. > - ) " eV S Eurolink Commercial Park, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 3S)
drive’ championship £ ' £ Yt Tel: +44 (0)1795 422455 Fax: +44 (0)1795 427606
kart racing in the UK o = Email: racing@club100.co.uk

and Europe.” B g www.CLUB .co.uk
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New Aston in Brit GT attack

Latest 600bhp GT3 contender will race next year with revamped team

VANTAGE GT3TECHSPEC
Engine: six-litre V12

Power: over 600bhp

Weight: 1250kg

Gearbox: Xtrac six-speed paddleshift
Body/chassis: Aluminium
and carbonfibre

Fully adjustable Bosch ABS
and traction control systems

Artist’s impression of how
Beechdean’s car will look

THE NEW ASTON MARTIN “It’s very much Beechdean carrying on,  for amateur racers. “It’s night and day
)) Vantage GT3 will fight for but with the extra depth of manufacturer  different to the DBRS9,” said the GT1 ace.
British GT Championship support. The whole aim is to push the car ~ “Things have moved on. It’s very nice,

honours next season.

Beechdean Aston Martin Racing will
field a single example of the six-litre V12
machine for Andrew Howard and Jonny
Adam. Essentially comprising personnel
from the Beechdean Motorsport team
that took two wins in the series this
year with the outgoing DBRS9, the
outfit will be factory-supported.

Beechdean boss Howard has bought
the first car (chassis X3), which made its
race circuit debut last week at Brands
Hatch, in the hands of Howard and Aston
Martin works driver Darren Turner.
Adam had already given the 60obhp
machine a shakedown at Prodrive’s
Warwick proving ground.

“We’re definitely in British GT and
the aim is to do the Spa 24 Hours and
some Blancpain Endurance Series races
as well if we can,” said Howard.

does what you want, and is driver friendly
— the DBRS9 was quite a handful”

forward. It’s a fantastic opportunity for
Jonny and me to be involved with the
next generation of GT3 Aston.”
TITLEPUSH

Howard confirmed he had considered
switching to a different manufacturer,
but believes the new Vantage will be
capable of a title challenge.

“We looked at everything, including
the new Nissan [GT-R], but we’re really
pleased we can continue with Aston,”
he said. “It’s an opportunity to race with
the best possible support.

“We learned a lot driving a five-year-
old car, so if we can build on that with a
new one we hope we can be at the top
level in British GT.”

Howard also believes Adam,
who starred in his first season in the
championship in 2011, is an important
part of the attack. “I think he’s come into
British GT and shown he has true talent,”
added Howard. “With the level of British
GT now you need a top driver, not just
in the car but with training the amateur
driver too.”

In the long-term Howard, who ran a
Ginetta-Zytek at Le Mans with Nigel
Mansell in 2010, wants to return to La
Sarthe as a driver. “What this does is
give us the opportunity to be in at
the start of a five-year development
programme,” he said. “My aim is to
drive at Le Mans, and to race a GT
Aston there would be the ultimate.”

CARUPGRADE

The Vantage GT?3 replaces the DBRSo,
which Barwell Motorsport took to the
2007 British GT3 Teams’ title and has
scored seven wins in the championship.

Apart from engine and aero
improvements, the car also features
paddleshift, a larger fuel tank to increase
range, and a weight distribution of
around 51/49, compared with the
DBRS9’s front-tyre-damaging 55/45.

“It’s properly mega, like a sophisticated
DBRS9,” said Howard after his first
outing. “It’s massively easier to drive.”

The car ran without serious problems
and Turner confirmed that a lot of the
effort had been to make the car accessible

Turner and Howard drove
new Aston V12 at Brands

AUTOSPORT SAYS...

KEVIN
TURNER
FEATURES
EDITOR

kevin.turner
(@haymarket.com

EVERY GT FANSHOULD REJOICE
that the new Aston Martin Vantage
will be battling the likes of Ferrari
and Porsche in next year’s British GT
Championship. Not only does it keep
a great British name in the series, the
car itself looks and sounds great.

The expressions on the faces of
those watching at Brands last week,
as the Aston screamed past, was a
reminder of just how spectacular
current GT3 machinery can be. And
helps explain why it is increasingly
becoming one of the most popular
GT categories in the world.

The new-for-2011 Blancpain
Endurance Series, which is based
on GT3, has been a success and
two stalwarts of British racing will
be heading there in 2011.

After winning races in British GT,
Aaron Scott and Craig Wilkins moved
to Britcar. Last weekend they took
their venerable Dodge Viper to the
inaugural MSA British Endurance
Championship and now they are
heading to Blancpain (see page 78).

We've got a lot of Britcar in the
mag this week. As well as the Brands
report, we also look back on the BEC
season (p87). It didn’t always have
the best grids, but ultimately it came
through with a good mix of different
winners and worthy champions.

There was also the Blue Riband
Silverstone 24 Hours. AUTOSPORT’s
Ben Anderson took part with Mazda
and tells his story on page 84.

Andrew Howard had hoped to be
there. Let’s hope he can appear in
2012, to combine a top British GT car
with the UK’s leading club enduro.

Extra contact details
Ben Anderson, national editor
ben.anderson@haymarket.com

CONTENTS

p83 REPORT
MSVR BRANDS
p84 RACEFOCUS
BRITCAR 24 HOURS
p87 SEASONREVIEW
BRITCAR
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NEWLY CROWNED BRITISH
Endurance Champions Aaron

Scott and Craig Wilkins will
graduate to the Blancpain Endurance
Series next season in a new Dodge Viper.

Former British GT race winners Scott

and Wilkins clinched the inaugural BEC
(nee Britcar) title at Brands Hatch last
weekend, despite recording their first
non-finish of 2011.

Scott qualified GT3 Racing’s current
Viper second overall on the Brands Indy
circuit and led early on, but the Dodge
was forced out of contention with
fuel-pressure issues.

Six Class 2 wins, plus a clean sweep of
class poles and fastest laps in eight starts
this season, were still enough to secure
the BEC title, and Scott/Wilkins will now
team up with 2011 GT Cup champion

Andy Ruhan for an attack on Stephane
Ratel’s new European endurance category.

Scott said: “This has been a great
season for us and everyone at GT3
Racing. We are now looking forward to
anew challenge racing in the Blancpain
Endurance Championship.

“The competition will be very strong
and we are looking to make a good
impression and get some good results.

| Scott/Wilkins were
crowned at Brands

It’s great to continue with the Viper
and we are very grateful to Dodge for
their support in building our new car.”

GT3 Racing will re-fettle its current
car for an assault on January’s Dubai
24 Hours, before taking delivery of the
new Viper at the end of that month.

©) Pa4 BRITCAR SPECTAL

BritishFormulaFord

Formula Ford
return for Cook

TOP BRITISH FORMULA FORD
squad Jamun Racing has re-signed
Jake Cook for its assault on the
championship next season.

Jamun, which has run the past seven
champions, has ordered four of the
new EcoBoost-engined Mygales that
will supercede the current Duratec
model in 2012.

Cook, who appeared for the team in
a part-campaign this year, is the first
to sign up and Jamun has already
tested a number of other drivers.

“The past two seasons have been
a bit difficult with budget, but this time
we've got it together early,” said the
18-year-old, who finished 10th in the
series in 2010 with Getem Racing.

“There’s not much data to go on
with the new car, but there’s no reason
why they shouldn’t be at the front.”

Argentinian karting ace Eric
Lichtenstein, Australian Formula Ford
race winner Jack Le Brocq, British karter
Toby Sowery, club racer Ryan Hayes,
and Oliver Rae have all tested with
Jamun in recent weeks.

Jamun ran Lichtenstein in Ford’s

development EcoBoost car at

Snetterton last week and expects

to take delivery of its first machine

within the next month. The team could

also run cars in the Duratec class as well

as in the main turbo championship.
Rival squad JTR also has an EcoBoost

Mygale on order and tested South

American karter Julio Moreno in one

of its Duratec cars at Brands last week.

Jamun ran new car for
Lichtenstein at Snett

JKRacing AsiaSeries

Cammish to
Asian series

FORMULA RENAULT UK
frontrunner Dan Cammish is
set to contest the final round of
the JK Racing Asia Series for
Formula BMW cars.

Cammish has been called up
by the Eurasia Motorsport team
to compete at Malaysian Grand
Prix venue Sepang on the first
weekend of December.

“It will be my first time ina
Formula BMW, but I've driven cars
with sequential gearboxes before
so it won't be completely new,”
said the Formula Ford race winner,
who is looking to graduate to F2
or European F3 Open in 2012.

|

MIS

MOTORSPORT
INSURANCE
SERVICES

EVERY type of insurance that ANY person involved in Motorsport may require

ON EVENT - PERSONAL ACGCIDENT -

MOTORTRADE - COMMERCGIAL - LIABILITY

www.rallyinsurance.co.uk or call 01943 884555

Motorsport Insurance Services Limited is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

PICS: GARY HAWKINS, RICHARD STYLES, EBREY/LAT
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BritishGT

Hughes in frame for British GT
as WFR returns to run Ginettas

FORMER MG FACTORY DRIVER
Warren Hughes looks on course to race
in the British GT Championship next
year with the WFR Ginetta team.

WEFR has revealed that its in-house
squad will field a G55 GT3 and a G50
GT4 in a series in which it formerly
competed as Embassy Racing, before
taking the British GT4 crown as WFR in
2009. Hughes and Jody Firth, who won
this year’s SPEED EuroSeries in one of
the team’s WFO3 Group CN prototypes,

MARCUS PYE

HUMBLE PYE

The voice of club motor racing
are favourites to drive the GT3 car. \ — =

Hughes, who raced sportscars and
touring cars for MG in 2001-03, said:
“It’s looking likely that Jody and | will be
together again, but nothing is decided.”

“British GTs has a lot of good drivers
and is definitely on the up. Itis
something | would definitely like to do.”

WFR managing director Myles
Schofield said: “They have close links
with WFR, so it would be unusual if
they were not in the mix.”

The deal is believed to
hinge on Firth and
Hughes being classified
at alevel in the driver
gradings that allows them

™ Firthwon GT4

crownin2009
gL S BTCC has strong support,

but what about elsewhere?

to be paired together.

WER race team. It pulled
out of racing in May last
year in order for the
organisation to focus
on building CN cars.

The Ginetta deal marks
the return of the in-house

GinettaChallenge

Vittoria accepts a new Challenge

RACE-WINNING BRITISH GT AND
Renault Clio Cup squad Scuderia
Vittoria will expand into the Ginetta
Challenge next season.

SV, which was formed at the end
of 2010, ran a Ginetta G50 in British
GT4 this season. It plans to continue
in British GT and the Clio Cup, and
also wants to run two G40s in the
F3/GT-supporting Ginetta Challenge.

Team boss Piers Masarati said:
“We want to have more of a presence

and the Ginetta Challenge is a
cost-effective series.

“A few guys have approached us
and it’s a good championship on a
decent package. It fits nicely.”

Karter Dan Mumford is the first
driver to be confirmed at the team.

Masarati added that SV was
unlikely to expand into the other
Ginetta Series - the GT Supercup
and Juniors - but could run cars
in MSVR’s Mini Challenge.

FormulaRenault UK/Star Mazda

Hawksworth in Star Mazda move

FORMULA RENAULT
UK race winner Jack
Hawksworth will race in
the United States next
season when he moves
into Star Mazda.

Hawksworth, 20, won
at Croft on his way to
finishing fourth in the FR
UK standings this year,
having driven for Mark
Burdett Motorsport and
Atech Reid GP.

The BRDC Rising Star
will now switch to Star
Mazda with 2011 teams’
champion Team Pelfrey,
following a successful
debut test on the

Indianapolis Motor
Speedway road course
at the end of October.
Hawksworth said:
“Following the test, the
momentum snowballed
and we had an offer from
practically every single

team, which was pretty
amazing - but it was
always my nhumber-one
choice to go with Team
Pelfrey. This is a big
opportunity and

Hawksworth ran
wellin first test

hopefully my career can
really take off from here.”

last time you ambled between

transporters and motorhomes
at a decent-sized race meeting,
but we are in a recession. BTCC
and British GT fields are seeing
strong investment, even if some
supporting grids are struggling,
and historic racing as a genre
looks relatively stormproof.

Unlike some European venues,
which are run by a skeleton staff,
and whose facilities may be heavily
subsidised by regional government,
sustaining circuits in the United
Kingdom - the world’s busiest
arena, gauged by area - is getting
costlier. And always it is the
competitor who pays.

Nobody among us has an issue
with that, because tracks must
survive. Actually, we welcome
major events properly promoted
by the circuits, where extra income
from spectators helps to defray
operational costs. The same goes
for test days and mid-week events;
all part of the big picture.

Whereas clubs running multiple
championships can amortise
the hefty circuit-hire fees over a
number of grids, if they are doing
things right in answering members’
needs, | worry about the smaller
operators who are being squeezed
from the marketplace.

It's a very different landscape
from that of the 1960s, '70s and
'80s, where dozens of regional

It may not have leapt out at you

motor clubs and those serving
cities like Birmingham and
Nottingham, regularly hired Brands
Hatch, Mallory Park, Oulton Park
and Silverstone. The grandees
had a bilateral system, running
big events (often of international
status) at the top venues and

no frills ‘clubbies’, often through
satellite centres, at fairly basic
airfields around the islands.

While several marque clubs still
promote meetings - some more
successfully than others - and
‘age-related’ groups like the VSCC,
HSCC and CSCC plough their own
furrows rather well, the 750MC is
one of the few offering races for
contemporary cars that has grown
into the modern ‘system’. It still
faces its issues, but now operates
prolifically alongside the old-school
BARC (which, by descent from
the Cyclecar Club, celebrates its
centenary in 2012) and the BRSCC.

Given that full grids and packed
programmes are now requisite to
cover circuit hire, should well-
supported clubs that can no longer
afford to fly solo, and those that
battle on with no hope of making
events wash their faces financially,
not swallow their collective pride?
Forming co-operatives to provide
affordable fun, or selling a couple
of grids on to fellow
enthusiasts, can
still answer
all needs.

Iworry about the
smaller operators

who are being squeezed

from the club-racing
marketplace”
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Morris tried Renault

GINETTA JUNIOR CHAMPION SEB
Morris tested a Hillspeed Formula
Renault BARC machine at Brands Hatch
last week. The Welsh Racing Driver of
the Year award winner was set to drive

a UK-spec machine with Atech GP this
week, as he assesses his options for 2012.

KARTERJON MALVERN, YOUNGER
brother of British Formula Ford
champion Scott, is hoping to step into
car racing in the series next season. The
19-year-old is set to have his first taste of
Formula Ford at the category’s sampler
day at Silverstone on December 2.

Brands Hatch will host
EuroNational finale

FormulaFord1600

Club Formula Ford to Croix

Champ of Brands boss Beckett secures French date for new European series
TOP CATERHAM SQUAD DPR
Motorsport evaluated an upgraded
Supersport model at Donington Park
and Rockingham recently. The car, which
will replace the current model in the 2012
championship, features a more powerful
Ford Sigma engine with new camshafts,
a bespoke Caterham ECU, and a
limited-slip differential.

CLUBFORMULA FORD RACERS

will have the chance to race in France

next season, after category guru

James Beckett firmed up plans for

a pan-European FF1600 series in 2012.
The EuroNational Formula Ford 1600

series will kick off at Kirkistown next

April, before visiting Croix-en-Ternois

in June and concluding on the Brands

the opportunity to race against each
other in a series of high-profile events.
The calendar has been assembled
with careful consideration to allow
strong regional series the opportunity
to participate and hence make the
racing as exciting as possible.

“It's important to have arace in
France. | felt it was necessary for

Ireland’s Richard Young is delighted
that EuroNational FF1600 will kick off
at Kirkistown. “FF1600 first started at
Kirkistown 44 years ago and has been
a mainstay of motor racing here ever
since,” he said. “It is therefore great

to have an involvement with what |
believe will be a great series.”

FORMULA VEE ROOKIE MATT Hatch GP circuit in August. EuroNational competitors to have the

Tiffin tested a Formula Renault BARC car Another round is scheduled to run chance to race in mainland Europe EURONATIONAL

at Rockingham recently, as he evaluates between Croix and Brands, but Beckett ~ without having to travel for many hours PROVISIONAL

stepping up next season. Tiffin, 16, who has yet to decide a date or venue. He to reach their destination. Obviously the CALENDAR 2012

scored a pair of pole positions at a wet named Spa as a likely destination when  big European circuits are in the plan for APRIL 28 Kirkistown

Pembrey in his first season of car racing first mooting the concept earlier this 2013 and beyond, but in this first year JUNE 9 Croix-en-Ternois (F)
this year, completed over 100 laps with year (see AUTOSPORT, May 12). it isimportant the series learns to TBA TBA

JWA Racing, which ran Tom Walker to Beckett said: “EuroNational willgive  walk before it runs away with itself.” AUGUST19 _ Brands Hatch GP

17th in this year’s FR BARC title race. Formula Fordsters from across Europe The 500 Motor Racing Club of

THEHISTORICSPORTS CARCLUB

d Club of the Year h t th e o e

scooped Club of the Year honours at the . . ° °
inaugural International Historic Motoring V VOe fOl’ K].mber'sm].th at Brands Bll’ley qu1tS
Awards in London last week. Other

winners included Pre-'63 GTs (Race LEMANS SERIES STARTOM G55 was fast BARC I'Ole

Tom Kimber-Smith endured but fragile

mixed emotions on his return
to Brands Hatch for the first
time since 2006 last weekend.

The recently-crowned LMS
LMP2 champion was drafted
into the Barwell Motorsport
Ginetta G55 squad and
started the British Endurance
Championship finale from pole,
but a driveshaft failed as he
moved away on the warm-up laps.

The crew eventually got the car
out after 24 minutes - some 27 laps
adrift. The G55 eventually came
home 31laps down in ninth, with Ben
De Zille Butler and Barwell boss
Mark Lemmer co-driving.

Nursing an injured right hand (the
result of breaking a bone falling over

Series of the Year), the Goodwood
Revival (Motor Sport Event of the Year)
and Donington Park owner Kevin
Wheatcroft (Personal Achievement).

FORMERDUNLOP MNSALOONS
champion Rod Birley has resigned as
chair of the BARC’s South East Centre.
BARC SE, which administers D/MN
Saloons, in which Birley races a Ford
Escort Cosworth, has appointed Barry
Morris as its new chairman, allowing
Birley to focus more on his racing.
Birley said: “I've been so busy that
I've taken my eye off the ball with
regards to my own car. | shall still do
things to help, but I'll be able to spend
more time on my own racing and
hopefully get back to winning ways.”
Birley had his second front-wheel
drive outing in a week when he shared
fellow former D/MN champion Richard
Brent’s Peugeot 205GTi to a class win in
an open saloons race at Brands Hatch

NORFOLK VENUE SNETTERTON
held its first competitive rally since
2003 last weekend. The Ford Focus
of Nigel Mummery and Fiona
Scarrett won the inaugural Tamdown
Snetterton Stages rally in thick fog.

said: “l did a lot of development work
on the G50 and on the aero on this
car (G55). While the G55 is down

on power, the chassis is one of the
best I've ever driven.

“Because Brands is so tight and
undulating, your lights are never
quite where you want them. |
enjoyed myself but it was a

PICS: GARY HAWKINS, RICHARD STYLES

Ford Focus duo took Snetterton rally glory

a baby gate at home) Kimber-Smith

shame about the start.”

last Saturday. Brent later notched his
100th career class win.
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WIN THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME Jimmie Johnson, Dario Franchitti, the Speedway’s control tower including
Enjoy famous American hospitality and Juan Pablo Montoya and movie a view from the ‘spotters perch’ high
sit back, strap in and hold on for a hot star Patrick Dempsey. above the speedway. You'll get to enjoy
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MSVR/BRITCAR
BRANDS HATCH INDY

BRITCAR QUICK RESULTS
~> BEC 0°Neill/Fletcher

“It felt like
a long stint”
Fletcher was tired but happy

SPORTS EXTRA

|

~» Production GTN Clarke/Gibson
-> Champions Wilkins/Scott

PICS: GARY HAWKINS

BRITCAR BRANDS HATCH, NOVEMBER 19

Mantis duo prey
on Porscihey

IT’S BEEN QUITE A
while since a Marcos
Mantis won a Britcar race,
so Owen O’Neill and Henry
Fletcher’s victory in the
Topcats Racing example in
the season finale at Brands
Hatch last Saturday turned
the clocks back.

A sizeable and
appreciative crowd was
treated to a thriller, this
year run over three hours
rather than the usual 9o
minutes. The Rod Barrett/
Jay Shepherd Porsche 997
was a persistent threat
and turned the race into
a lengthy sprint.

Their battle was a tonic
after the disappointment
of the polesitting Barwell
Ginetta Gss, started by Le
Mans Series LMP2 champ
Tom Kimber-Smith,
popping a driveshaft at the
start of the warm-up laps.
It eventually started 27
laps adrift.

-

Also in trouble early was
Aaron Scott’s race-leading
Dodge Viper, which he
pitted on lap 10 with low
fuel pressure. Luckily for
Scott and co-driver Craig
Wilkins, just starting the
race had been enough to
secure the inaugural
British Endurance title.

As the order gradually
settled down, the other
Topcats Marcos (with Neil
Huggins driving) took over
the mantle of race leader.
It pitted on lap 75 of 201,
Huggins reporting that
the brakes were snatching.
Jon Harrison then made a
further stop to fix a power
steering leak, ruling it out
of the reckoning.

The O’Neill/Fletcher
Marcos and the Barrett/
Shepherd Porsche now
put on a great duel for
top honours. Things ebbed
and flowed, depending on
traffic, but Fletcher and

Hayes/Radcliffe BMW
won Production Cup race

Barrett went on and on: the
Porsche didn’t stop until
the 130-lap mark, while
the Mantis charged on
until lap 142!

Battle resumed with
Shepherd unlapping
himself and then setting
about reeling in the slower
O’Neill. Bit-by-bit, he
chipped away and then
another safety car period
(the fifth) seemingly played
into Shepherd’s hands.

In reality, it didn’t, for as
things got underway again,
cars between the top
two proved troublesome.
Trying just a bit too
hard, Shepherd spun at
Clearways, handing
O’Neill a comfort zone
that allowed him to take
the flag 13.5 seconds clear.

The third-placed Jones
family Porsche 997

BRITCAR MSA BRITISH
ENDURANCE (3HOURS - 201 LAPS)
&PRODUCTION GTN
CHAMPIONSHIPS (2 HOURS -131
LAPS)10wen O'Neill/Henry Fletcher
(Marcos Mantis); 2 Rod Barrett/Jay
Shepherd (Porsche 997 Cup) +13507s;
3Morgan Jones/Philip Jones/Gareth
Jones (Porsche 997 GT3 Cup); 4 Lee
Mowle/Joe Osborne/George Murrells
(Ginetta G50); 5 Jann Mardenborough/
Bryan Heitkotter (Nissan GT4);

6 Paul Bailey/Andy Schultz (Ferrari
F430C). Class winners Mowle/Osborne/
Murrells; Mardenborough/Heitkotter;
Neil Huggins/John Harrison (Marcos
Mantis). Production GTN winners Kevin
Clarke/Wayne Gibson (BMW M3 E46).
CW Dave Allan/Alyn James (Honda
Civic Type R); Richard Chamberlain/

(handled quietly but
efficiently by Morgan,
Philip and Gareth Jones)
was just a further 15s
adrift. The others were
two or more laps away.
Run concurrently
(but over two hours), the
Production GTN honours
went to former champions
Kevin Clarke/Wayne
Gibson (BMW M3) who
were a lap ahead of the

Nigel Greensall (Lotus Elise). Fastest laps
BEC Aaron Scott (Dodge Viper) 47.787s
(9099mph); GTN Simon Phillips/Ben
Gower (Lotus Elise) 50502s (8610mph).
BRITCAR PRODUCTION CUP

(98 LAPS) 1 Adam Hayes/Mark Radcliffe
(BMW M3 E46); 2 Guy Povey/Graham
Coombes (BMW M3 E46) +30023s;
3Mike Jordan/Nigel Ainge (Honda
Integra Type R);4 Edward & Harry
Cockill (Honda Civic TypeR);

5David Thomas (Renault Clio Cup);

6 Andrew Elliott/Adam Brindell

(Honda Integra TypeR).

CW Jordan/Ainge; Cockill/Cockill.

FL Hayes/Radcliffe 50.959s (85.33mph).
SMART 4TWO CUP (19 LAPS)

1David Moore; 2 Sarah Moore +3526s;

3 Jake Jackson; 4 Tom Mills; 5 Dominique
Wrobleski; 6 Silvano Caira. FL Jackson

Mazda MX5 of Mark
Ticehurst/Owen
Mildenhall.

Earlier, the inaugural
Britcar Production Cup
race was comfortably
taken by polesitting
pairing Adam Hayes/
Mark Radcliffe (BMW M3),
from Guy Povey/Graham
Coombes in another M3.
Honda Integra duo Nigel
Ainge/Mike Jordan, the
latter cheered on by BTCC
racer son Andy, completed
the podium.

The Smart 4two Cup
ended its first year with
David Moore and Jake
Jackson sharing the spoils.
Moore led home sister
Sarah in race one, in which
Ben Constanduros pitted
thanks to tyre valve
damage following
contact with David M.

With the Moores
and then Constanduros
renewing earlier rivalry,
Jackson romped clear
in the later race.

A brace of Open Saloon
races, both won by Colin
Gomm’s Mercedes SLK
hot-rod spec machine,
completed the programme.
Colin Tester was second
both times, but the star
was Richard Brent who
came from the back in
race two to bag third spot.
@ Dud Candler

| Gomm beat

1mO1651s (7053mph).

RACE 2 (20 LAPS)1Jackson; 2D Moore
+10157s; 3 S Moore; 4 Ben Constanduros;
5 Mills; 6 James Palmer. FL Constanduros
1mO01485s (70.72mph) establishes record.
OPEN SALOONS (I2LAPS)

1Colin Gomm (Mercedes SLK);

2 Colin Tester (Ford Sierra Cosworth)
+11.343s; 3 Andy Thompson

(SEAT Leon); 4 Chris Whiteman

(Honda Civic Type R);5Rod Birley
(Peugeot 205GT1); 6 Steve Rothery
(Renault Clio). CW Tester; Whiteman;
Birley; Jon Wild (Rover Metro). FL. Gomm
520655 (8352mph).

RACE2(12 LAPS)1Gomm; 2 Tester
+12649s; 3 Richard Brent (Peugeot
205GT1); 4 Thompson; 5 Rothery;

6 Whiteman. CW Tester; Brent; Rothery;
Wild. FL. Gomm 51692s (84.12mph).
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BRITCAR 24 HOURS
WINNERS

Overall and Class 1: Eclipse
Motorsport: Michael Mclnerney/Sean
Mclnerney/Phil Keen (Ferrari 430)

Class 2: Topcats Racing: David Upton/
Neil Huggins/Emily Fletcher/Jamie Orton
(Marcos Mantis GT3)

Blanc/Christiaen van Lanschot/Dan de
Zille/Robert Nimkoff (Aston Martin GT4)

Class 4: Brunswick Automotive: Mark
Griffiths/Willie Green/David Forsbrey/Bill
Kirkpatrick (BMW M3 E46)

wice round the clock racing is
T beyond the majority of most of

motorsport’s weekend warriors.
Proper endurance racing has a loyal
following in the UK, but its practice is
something normally left to professional
drivers and manufacturer teams, or
crack privateer outfits with a blend
of wealthy wannabes and hired guns.

The Silverstone 24 Hours is UK club
racing’s attempt at bridging this gap
— offering sportscar nuts a first step
on the road to Le Mans, while giving
amateur GT and tin-top racers a chance
to experience true endurance racing
closer to home.

AUTOSPORT finished second in
class in 2005’s inaugural event, in a
Mazda RX-8 driven by Marcus Pye,
Andrew Frankel, ex-F1 racer Mike
Wilds, and UK racing legend Ian Flux.
Six years on from Britcar boss James
Tucker’s first attempt at reviving
Snetterton’s Willhire 24 Hours,
AUTOSPORT has once again joined
up with Mazda UK to do battle in
Britain’s biggest endurance race.

The UK arm of the Japanese marque,
working in conjunction with Le Mans
Series squad JOTA Sport, has spent
the year developing a ‘GT4’-spec
MXs5 in the new British Endurance
Championship (nee Britcar). This
is a special, faster and lighter MXs
— a tweaked Mk3, which features a
six-speed sequential transmission,
special race dampers, beefed up brakes,
and a more powerful engine. The
non-championship 24 Hours will be
the ultimate test of the car’s progress.

Backing up the works line-up of
former Alfa Romeo champion Mark
Ticehurst, Auto Express journalist
Owen Mildenhall, and Wilds, are two
near-standard production-spec MXss
— one racing for various armed forces
charities; the other with a team of
journalists: Motor Sport’s Andrew
Frankel, Autocar’s Matt Prior, and
freelance motoring writer Jethro
Bovingdon, alongside AUTOSPORT.

Our 24-hour journey begins two days
earlier with a test on the Silverstone GP
circuit. This is a chance to get to know
the car and nail down our pit strategy
with Simons Type and Cotterell —
the JOTA mechanics responsible
for keeping our steed healthy.

“It’s very important to get pit
discipline right,” says Type, who usually
spends his days working on the front
of JOTA’s GT2 Aston Martin Vantage.
“Every endurance race, no matter what
the formula, is about trying to avoid
losing time in the pitlane.”

The car handles brilliantly and is very
comfortable to drive. The only thing it
lacks is enough power to propel it along
Silverstone’s long straights.

“We were up to 10th overall in that
car last year until the engine failed,”
says Mildenhall reassuringly. “You’ve

RACE FOCUS
BRITCAR 24 HOURS

got a good driver line-up and as long as
you keep a nice consistent pace, you’ll
be amazed how high up you can get.”

Apart from a few electrical gremlins
with the radio and battery, the car
runs faultlessly. It is quickly apparent
that our biggest obstacle is going to
be staying out of trouble in traffic.
Several times I am forced to run off
the circuit when a Ferrari or BMW
decides it is going to dive for a gap
that isn’t there. This is only bound
to be more unsettling at night.

“The key thing about this event is
managing the traffic,” agrees Ticehurst.
“You’ll lose a hell of a lot of time if you
don’t correctly judge when to say no to
the faster cars and take your line. But
you’ve got to make it obvious to them
because some of the drivers are not
good enough to read the situation
and you can easily have an accident.”

Amid the bustle, I work down to a
low 2m37s lap time (the quickest cars
are sub-2mios!) and return to the pits
feeling pretty pleased with myself —
until we debrief.

“That’s too quick,” says Type with a
straight face. “The team manager has
noticed and if you do another 37 you
will have me on the radio saying that’s

Sleepisatapremium i 7]
during 24-hour races -

quick enough.

“Allan McNish can try to break the
lap record every session because Audi
has thousands of pounds worth of
spares and 101 mechanics, but if you
bin the car, it’s only me and Simon —
and we’ll be working all night!”

This is the first time in my life I've
been told to slow down in a racing car,
and my sprint racer’s brain struggles
to compute the logic. I thought motor
racing was about driving as fast as you
can? Not always so it seems (a fact that
would become more apparent later on).

Everyone knows qualifying is almost
meaningless when it comes to 24-hour
racing (which is just as well, as we end
up 50th of the 57 runners!), so Friday’s
daytime session is merely a box-ticking
exercise. Later, we are sent out for night
qualifying — a first chance to experience
what makes 24-hour racing unique.

Night driving has a strange effect
on people; the glare of headlights makes
judging distances much more difficult
and, despite the addition of helpful
cat’s eyes at the edge of the circuit,
apexes cannot be seen until arrived at.
This causes some bizarre behaviour. »
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RACE FOCUS
BRITCAR 24 HOURS

<« Ex-Sergeant Will Browning, who
shares the sister production MXs with
Major Jim Cameron, Brigadier Mike
Hickson and motorsport pundit Tony
Jardine, highlights the difficulties by
flinging his car down the inside of mine
at the tight Village right-hander and
flying off the road. “I got completely lost!”
he says, having clocked 9smph at the
apex. “I was completely out of control!”

Thankfully, Saturday morning’s
warm-up passes off without drama.
Most are predicting a race of attrition
in the unseasonably hot October
weather, so running is restricted to
a minimum. As the late-afternoon
start approaches, JOTA team boss
Sam Hignett gives our crew a pep-talk.

“T'wo minutes 40 seconds per lap for
the whole race is the target,” he says.
“Drive within your comfort zone and
look after the car. The way this car will
do well is by keeping the wheels turning
all the way through the 24 hours. I want
to see your number on the first of the
timing screens by half-distance.”

The plan is to run two-hour stints
with each driver and change tyres every

Efficiency in the pits
was crucialtoresult &

BRITCAR

24HOURS
CLASS
SYSTEM

Class 1: 2.6 kg/bhp

Class 2: 3.0 kg/bhp
Class 3: 3.5 kg/bhp
Class 4:5.0 kg/bhp

The weight is
calculated as the dry
weight of the car plus
90kg for an assumed
driver. Power

is measured

at the wheels,

not the flywheel.

m——
— :

four hours. AUTOSPORT is scheduled
to jump in fourth, for the first of two
night stints at 2230. By this time, the
works MXs5 GT is out of contention
(having suffered alternator failure),
while the sister production MX5 has
been delayed by a crash at Becketts.

When I jump in, we are already into
the top 25 with only a quarter of the
race run. I find it tough to get into a
rhythm initially, but soon things start
to flow better. We rise to 19th as the
race moves into Sunday morning and
I'm feeling good about the job I've
done — until I alight from the car.

It turns out I’ve been brought in 10
minutes early because I've again
driven too fast and worn the front
left-Dunlop down to its canvas.

“The Dunlops like to run with three
degrees of negative camber at the front,
but we can only get 2.4 on this car, so
the tyre wobbles on the rim,” explains
Type. “We can just about get away
with it at night, and the fact Jethro
spent some time behind the safety
car helped you, but in your next one
you really need to look after the tyres
for the whole stint”

Once again my sprint racing
mentality has put our prospects in
jeopardy, so during my second stint
(at 0430) I resolve to focus entirely on
protecting our rubber — being patient
with the throttle and taking extra care
not to slide through the turns. This is
an incredibly frustrating way to drive
and my only reward is to be told
later that the tyres were in excellent
condition at the end of my two-hour
run. When I hand over to Andrew at
0630, we are up to 16th overall and
fourth in Class 4. I decide to head
off to bed to get some sleep.

When I wake at 0830 we are running
inside the top 15. It takes until the 19th
hour for us to suffer our only major

o S
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Mazdas finished
" information

delay, when Jethro is forced into the
pits with a front-left wheel bearing
failure. Fortunately, a super-quick fix
by the JOTA mechanics has us back on
track with only a handful of laps lost.

I climb aboard for the final time with
just two hours to run and now it’s all
about stroking the car home. All T can
think about during the final 120
minutes is tyre wear. My approach is
akin to dancing on eggshells with a
crystal dinner set balanced on my head.
For a large part of the stint we chase a
Honda Integra for position, but a late
splash-and-dash stop puts paid to that
and locks us into a safe 16th overall.
With our position secure, we are able
to orchestrate a formation finish with
the sister production MXs and the
works GT car, which has been patched
up and wheeled out for the ceremony.

When the race finally ends,
exhaustion makes it difficult to know
how to react. After expending so much
time, energy and effort, the end of the
race leaves me feeling lost. However,
the celebrations going on around me
hammer home just how much of a team
effort endurance racing is. Motorsport
is often such a selfish pursuit: How
fast can I go? How high up can I finish?
How well can I drive? But endurance
racing is all about the long game —
working together at all times to get to
the end in the best position possible.
Our two Simons and the rest of
the JOTA crew stayed awake for the
duration to ensure our car kept running
at its best, and it’s this commitment
that leaves the biggest impression.

Mazda is understandably delighted;
after all, we’ve achieved the marque’s
best ever result at the Britcar 24 Hours
— in car that set the slowest fastest
lap of the entire field! And that is
something of which we can all be
immensely proud.

86 autosport.com November 24 2011




PICS: GARY HAWKINS

Season review
Britcar

SEASON REVIEW
BRITCAR

Viper pairing endures

Aaron Scott and Craig Wilkins won the first British Endurance title. By STEVE WOOD

hey had to wait until the final
T round at Brands Hatch to seal it,

where ironically they suffered
their only non-finish of the season, but
Craig Wilkins and Aaron Scott, in the
GT3 Racing Dodge Viper, claimed the
inaugural Britcar MSA British
Endurance Championship title, as
Britcar entered a new era in 2011.

With few cars scoring points in Class
2, they had to show up at every round
to keep class rival, the #26 Topcats
Marcos Mantis, which started the
season with Sam Head and Kyle Tilley
in charge, at bay. Blighted in the
opening rounds by a glut of early-race
penalties and punctures, Scott/Wilkins
were continually fighting back and
dealing with the Viper’s thirst. At Spa
they had to give best to the Marcos,
driven there by Henry Fletcher/Raphael
Fiorentino, but the ex-British GT racers
often strayed into Class 1 territory, and
frequently mounted the overall podium.

Reigning Britcar champions Witt
Gamski and Keith Robinson started
the season with a win in the MJC
Ferrari 430, but thoughts of a repeat
of 2009/10 were quickly dispelled
when the similar Eclipse-run machine
of Sean and Michael McInerney
won the next two races. Donington
produced desperation for MJC,
and they withdrew to focus on the
Britcar 24 Hours at Silverstone.

MJC’s return for that non-points
race ended in disappointment. Various
issues afflicted the re-fettled Ferrari,
while honours went to the previously
luckless McInerneys, joined in the
Eclipse 430 by Phil Keen. The economy
of Class 3 machines showed through
here, with the class-winning NMR
Aston Martin battling for second
overall with Cor Euser’s Lotus Evora
line-up right into the final hour.

Calum Lockie, sharing Paul White’s
Strata 21 Mosler, also lucked out in the
2.4 Hours but had a better run in the
championship. They took the honours
at a rain-shortened Thruxton round

and were in contention for the Class 1
title, which eventually went to the
similar Azteca car of Javier Morcillo/
Manuel Cintrano, which often led
races outright. Also up there was the
championship’s only prototype, the
Rapier SR2 of Mike Millard/Ian
Heward. Improved reliability helped
them claim victory at Spa, before they
tripped over a backmarker at Castle
Combe while heading for the win.

High summer brought the reign of
John Gaw and Phil Dryburgh, running
as invitees in a Scuderia Vittoria Ferrari
458. They stamped their authority over
the rest with back-to-back wins at
Combe and Snetterton. The works-
backed Aquila CR1 showed a marked
improvement, an angry Bob Berridge

APO Sport SEAT Leon took
the Production GTN crown

Viper had trouble but
still came out on top

convinced that his comeback drive
would have won Thruxton had the race
gone the distance, while the MacG
Racing Ultima was able to mix it with
the frontrunners come the late summer,
after a shaky start to the season.

Class 3 was the most competitive
group, and Topcats’less-developed
Marcos, with Owen O’Neill joined by
a variety of co-drivers, scored at
each round, ending the season with a
dramatic win at Brands Hatch. Henry
Fletcher partnered O’Neill in securing
the class title and second overall in the
championship at the finale, while Paul
Bailey, assisted by Andy Schulz, hauled
his Ferrari 430 Challenge car up to
second in class by season’s end.

The Britcar Production GTN title
went to Alex Osborne and James May
in the APO Sport SEAT Leon, who
took the overall and Class 2 fight
down to the wire with lone driver
Tim Saunders (Honda Civic).

Third in the overall standings,
and taking the Class 1 title, was the
Motionsport Lotus Elise. This was a
great first season for Simon Philips
and a variety of co-drivers, though the
statistics didn’t show the dominance
at the front of Kevin Clarke and Wayne
Gibson, in the Intersport BMW E46. &
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FINAL DRIVE

I LETTERS I GEAR I ON-TRACK B ON-SCREEN W

YOUR SAY

What you think of the motorsport news of the past week

I TECH I ARCHIVE

Thanks, Pirelli, for
thisyear’s tyres

F1 is best when it’s not perfect

How many more letters are you going to get from people who only

know F1 from the Bridgestone era and think a race should be 60

qualifying laps? For the first 40 years F1 was about managing fragile

cars, tyres and the fuel load. Only recently has technology made
them virtually bulletproof. Sixty qualifying laps might sound
exciting, but it just results in the polesitter winning every race.
We need the fastest cars to wear their tyres out (thank you
Pirelli), we need KERS systems to fail, we need wheelnuts to
stick and gearboxes to break, otherwise we may as well hand
out the prizes on the Saturday and all go home.
Steve Morris, Walthamstow

enrrorraL comact Mail@autosport.com

Motorsport has a big
problem:it’s letting down
its most talented drivers.
It'saloneamongthe
world’s top sportsin
thatmoney comes
ahead of talent.

This means thatthe
pinnacle of the sport, F1,
only features some of the
bestdriversinthe world.

We have asituation,
asstatedinyour Auto GP
review (autosport.com),
whereanimmense talent
suchas Adam Carroll
can’tgetadrive, while
drivers that he’s made
look mediocre do.

Gary Dowsett
By email

Ireadwithinterest
Revved Up last week and
the comment about a
“burly grease monkey”.
Having worked in motor
racing allmy professional
career, I'vefound the
diffidence motorsport
writers have towards
mechanicsincreasingly
frustrating. These guys
devote endless hours
to preparingrace cars.
I'dlove tosee more
positive articles onthese
devoted servants to motor
racing. Without them none
of uswould get to enjoy
the sport that we love.
Mark Grain
McLarenRacing
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Italways amazes me
that some of the brightest
brainsin F1have still not
figured out the lack-of-
overtaking conundrum.
Indiaand Singapore
won’t have overtaking due
tothe simple fact they
have slow hairpins before
longstraights. The car
followingcan’tgetupto
speed quickly enough
totake advantage of
the slipstream before
havingto brake again.
Whatyou must have
isamedium tofast
challenging corner
precedingalongstraight.
Paul Stewart
Timperley, Cheshire

If Premier Sports wants
toencourage people to
subscribetoits NASCAR
coverage, thenitneeds
tolearnhowtotreatits
potential customers.

Allowing the free-to-
view allocation of the
Sprint Cuptitle decider
toexpire mid-race,asa
result of therain delay,
isnotgood PR.

Iwillbe sticking with
Sky Sports’ highlights
again nextseason.
Brian Graves
Maidstone, Kent

HAUTOSPORT.com

TOP FIVE ON
OUR WEBSITE

1. PETROV LAUNCHES

ATTACK ON RENAULT

2. ECCLESTONE READY
TO AXE TEXAS GP

3. WILLIAMS SILENT ON
PDVSA INVESTIGATION

4. TEAM AMAZED BY
BUTTON’S DRIVE

5. DRIVERS SLAM
‘INCONSISTENT’ PENALTIES

TOP STORY ONLINE

WHY KUBICA'S RETURN MAY NOT BE WITH RENAULT
To read this exclusive feature

and many others like it, log on to
autosport.com/plus and choose which
package you’d like. A month will cost
£5.50, a year £46. Includes access

to Forix — the ultimate stats website.

ROAD ANGEL VANTAGE
This week’s star letter will receive
a Road Angel Vantage - a dedicated
safety camera and blackspot locator
that displays the legal speed limit of
every road you drive, automatically
and wirelessly updating its database
: every few minutes as you drive.
i For more details on Road Angel
i visit www.roadangelgroup.com
Please ensure that your full address
is included on all correspondence.

FROM THE FORUM - forums.autosport.com

WHAT OUR READERS ARE TALKING ABOUT RIGHT NOW
De la Rosa back at HRT
New circuit to be built in Wales

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

Itis the policy of AUTOSPORT to correct significant errors as
+ soon as possible. Please note the issue date and page number
+ when contacting us on autosport.editorial@haynet.com

PIC: HONE/LAT



FINAL DRIVE
LETTERS & REVIEWS

THE LATEST GEAR

The most desirable new releases for motor racing fans: books, DVDs, models, art and gifts

F1 RETRO HUNT T-SHIRT/CAP/DVD

£39.95
retroformulal.com

The guysatretroformulal, whowe’re
happy toreportstill wallow shamelessly
infat-slicked, DFV-powered 1970s F1,
have created this special bundle of James
Hunt goodies for AUTOSPORT readers.
Thereproduction T-shirt featuring the
classic ‘Sex: Breakfast of Champions’logo
made (in)famous by the 1976 world
champion comeswithaHesketh Racing
capanda copy of Duke’s Champion-series
profile DVD. Andallforjust £39.95-that’s
25 percent less thanthe normal price.
Thesetsare limited tojust 50 sologon
sharpishfor plenty of festive F1fever.

X)13

The definitive story of the Jaguar Le Mans
«car and the V12 engine that powered it
-

Peter D. Wilson

JAGUAR XJ13 HISTORY

£75 (978 0 9566857 1 1)

BTCC 2011 OFFICIAL DVD @ PORSCHE 935 1:18 MODEL

£24.99 (7 hours)

paulskilleterbooks.com

dukevideo.com

Former Jaguar Competition
Departmentengineer Peter
Wilsonrecallsin detail the
story of the never-to-race
Jaguar XJ13 sports-racer.
Packed with first-hand
accounts, period pictures,
andtechnicaldrawings,
thisisa definitiveand
authoritative work that,
despite the price, will
appealtoallJaguarfans.

Thetyre-squealingand
door-bangingof Britain’s
biggest motorsport series
is over foranother year, so
it'stimeforarecap with
this seven-hourtin-top
marathon. This official
BTCCDVD features full
commentary fromBen
Edwards and Tim Harvey,
withtonnes of on-board
andinterview action.

£125.99
autosport.com/shop

This TrueScale Miniatures
1:18-scale Porsche 935
comesresplendentinthe
Jagermeister livery of the
Max Moritz-run machine
driventosecondinthe
Nurburgring 1000Km
0f 1978 by Jacky Ickx
and Manfred Schurti.
The modelreeks of
detail, inthe cockpit
andintheengine bay.

HOT ON THE WEB THIS WEEK

YOUTUBE: GT RACE MADNESS AT MACAU

SEARCH FOR: Massive GT Cup crash at Macau 2011 (1:03)

The narrow streets of Macau resemble a bit of a supercar scrapheap as a
chain-reaction smash unfolds early in last weekend’s F3/WTCC-supporting
GT race. Fortunately, it was only the cheque books that got badly injured.
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WHAT’S ON...

Your guide to the best events taking place in the UK and around the world this week — plus TV and online

ANGLESEY

BRSCC

November 27
Admission £10
Tel: 01407 811400

[t's getting cold and dark, but that won’t stop some intrepid
club competitors trekking to Anglesey this weekend for
the BRSCC’s final meeting of 2011. There are winter series
races for Caterham-type sportscars, Sports/Saloons,
Formula Ford 1600, plus a two-driver enduro on Sunday’s
billat this picturesque North Wales coastal venue.

R i L A LT Ty " »
FF1600isonthebilltfor =
Anglesey winterwarmer |

FORMULA 1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Rd 19/19

Interlagos, Brazil
November 27

formulal.com

TC2000 curtain-
closeris at Parana

TC2000

Rd 13/13
Parana, Brazil
November 27
tc2000.com.ar

GT3 CUP BRAZIL

Rd 16/18

Interlagos, Brazil
November 26-27

porschegt3cup.com.br

~ | Interlagos hosts this
| weekend’s F1finale

PICS: GARY HAWKINS, FERRARO, TEE, LEVITT/LAT
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FINAL DRIVE
WHAT’S ON

Television

FormulaRenault 3.5: Season Review

0730-0800 Eurosport 1500-1730 BBC 1 LIVE

InsideWTCC Formula 1: Brazilian GP Qualifying :‘:AUTU s PD

1055-1125, 1655-1725 ESPN Classic 1500-1530 ESPN Classic CDM
F1BritishGP1977 F1British GP1977

1125-1155, 1725-1755 ESPN Classic 1530-1600 ESPN Classic Webt ]S Week

F1British GP 1978 F1British GP1978

1415-1515 Motors TV 1725-1905 Motors TV

BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX

WRC: Rally GB Highlights
1600-1700 Eurosport 2
Moto GP: Brno GP Rerun
2000-2030 ESPN Classic
F1British GP 1979
2030-2100 ESPN Cl.
F1British GP 1980

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25

1155-1335 BBC Red Button
Formula1: Brazilian GP Practice 1
1555-1735 BBC Red Button
Formula 1: Brazilian GP Practice 2
2000-2030 ESPN Classic
F1Japanese GP1976

2030-2100 ESPN Classic
F1British GP1969

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 26

0755-0855 ITV 4
Motorsport UK

1230-1300 ESPN Classic
F1BritishGP1973
1255-1405 BBC Red Button
Formula 1: Brazilian GP Practice 3
1400-1430 ESPN Classic
F1British GP 1974
1430-1500 ESPN Classic
F1British GP 1975
1445-1725 Motors TV

REVVED UP OVER

V8 Supercars: Symmons Plains
1900-2015 ESPN Classic
Graham Hill: Driven

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 27
ic

1130-12 2115-2145 ESPN Cl.
F1Japanese GP1976
1200-1230, 2145-2215 ESPN Classic
F1BritishGP 1969

1330-1400 ESPN Classic
F1BritishGP 1975

1500-1815 BBC 1 LIVE

Formula 1: Brazilian GP

1805-1915 BBC Red Button

F1: Brazilian GP post-race forum
1650-2000, 2205-0115 Motors TV
British F3: Season Review

2000-2100 Motors TV

WRC: Rally GB Highlights

2300-0000 BBC 3

Formula 1: Brazilian GP Highlights

MONDAY NOVEMBER 28

0500-0600 ESPN
WRC: Season Review

1700-1800 Eurosport 2
WTCC: Macau Highlights

1800-1900 Eurosport 2
IRC: 2011 Season Review

(To the camp ’60s

WHAT’S ON THE BOX

We cast a critical eye over the best

NASCAR! NASCAR!

and worst of this week’s TV deals

Four groove racing made
for great Homestead action

Nationwide and Cup -
from the season finale
at Homestead.

Given that the Truck

(US time), I decided to

night. However, when
commentator Michael

After a long season the Formula 1
World Championship comes to an
end at the legendary Interlagos
circuit for the Brazilian Grand Prix,
where everyone will be hoping

to end 2011 on a high. As ever,
AUTOSPORT.com will be there to
bring you the latest news, opinions
and session reports from the
paddock. Plus read our in-depth
reviews of the World Rally
Championship and Intercontinental

Batman theme) Na-nah,
Na-nah, Na-nah, Na-nah,
Na-nah, Na-nah NASCAR!

Yes, Revved Up went
all-American last weekend
thanks to Premier Sports
showing live coverage of
all three races - Trucks,

race took place at night

Sky+ it and watch it with a
bacon sarnie and cup of
tea on Saturday morning
rather than with a Miller
Lite and corndog on Friday

Waltrip said: “I want to

Rally Challenge.

invite everyone who can
hear me to come to my
trailer for a nice cold
beverage - I have enough
beer for the world,” I did
get a bit of a thirst on.

While the truck race
featured a tense battle for
the title, there wasn’t
much left to play for in
Nationwide, aside from
ticking off the number of
retirements required for
Ricky Stenhouse Jr to be
assured of the title and
then let off the leash.

With Homestead
offering three or even
four racing grooves, it
made for an action-
packed finale, and offered
a taste of what was to
come in the Cup race.

For a while, Revved Up

Read AUTOSPORT.com on
your phone to keep up to date

AUTOSPORT.COM ANDROID APP OUT NOW

The AUTOSPORT app is now available for
Android. Dial up AUTOSPORT.com on your
smart phone for instant access to news,
feature articles, image galleries and live
text race commentary for a one-off fee of
only £2.99 (there is no renewal cost).

For more info, visit www.autosport.com/app

has employed the tactic of
recording the Cup races,
tuning in 90-minutes or
so after the start and
fast-forwarding through
caution periods. If you
time it right, you go ‘live’
for the final 20 minutes,
when races are won.

On Sunday I popped
out of ‘warpspeed’ while
the race was still ‘under
red’ following a mid-race
rain shower. What should
have been the final 20
minutes of action was
instead the start of the
second half of the race.

Unfortunately for Premier,
and all the fans it had
attracted with its free-to-
view offer, it was also
the cut-off point for its
non-subscriber coverage.
This provoked
indignation from the
Twittering masses,
convinced it was a
conspiracy to extort
money from them. It
wasn’t, but what should
have been a great way for
Premier Sports to show
off its wares ended up
backfiring spectacularly.
Revved Up

“The cut-off provoked indignation from

the Twittering masses, convinced it was

a conspiracy to extort money from them”
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THE WEEK IN PICTURES

’s East End

THE FIRST LADY MAKES HER FIRST VISIT TO A NASCAR RACI:Z )
' Michele Obama, wife of US President Barack Obama, .v151ted last
| weekend’s Homestead NASCAR finale. Hordes of heavies not shown.

- l":IcLéREII: HARKS BACK TO CAN-AM GLORY DAYS
s °U''U1sh sportscar star Danny Watts raced this Gulf-
: 11ve1ed MP4-12C in the Macau GT race. Massive ;ever!

BRITISH_ HEROES KEEP US IN SUSPENSION
Damon H'l'!'l and J_ackie Stewart with a Sebastian
Vettel-signed wishbone at the Springfield Club

BRITCAR RACES INTO THE NIGHT AT BRANDS
The curtain-closing British Endurance Championship event at Brands
Hatch created the perfect setting for slow-exposure snaps like this

92 autosport.com November 24 2011
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PICS: LAT

FROM THE ARCHIVE

April 7 1980, Wilson wins in F1 machinery

DESIRE WILSON CARVED OUT ASMALL PIECE OF
motor racing history on April7 1980 at Brands Hatch
whenshe becamethefirst everwomantowinarace

in Formula 1 machinery. More than 21 years later, and
as Wilson’s 58th birthday approaches, the feat has still
not been matched.

Wilson had made a name for herselfin Formula
Ford, winning back-to-back South Africantitles in 1975
and 1976 before graduating ayear later to the Dutch,
Beneluxand European FF2000 championships, inall
of which she finished third. In 1978 she stepped into
F1machinery by progressinginto the now-defunct
British Aurora FX Championship.

In1979, drivingan ex-Patrick Depailler Tyrrell 008
Cosworth, sheledinthe wet at Zolder untila late spin
dropped her to third. She would score three more
podiums, at Oulton Park, Brands Hatch and Thruxton,
providing the basis fora move to Teddy Yip’s Theodore
teamin 1980, where she drove a Wolf WR3 Cosworth.

After retiring from the opening round at Oulton
Park-aCVjointissue ending her challenge after 17
laps —the second round at Brands Hatch would see
Wilson ascend the top step of the podium and inthe
process enter the record books.

Asmallfield of 10 cars - just seven of them F1

PLAY NOW

SCAL THE GRAND PRIX PREDICTOR

? And win the Ultimate Motorsport Experience worth £20,000

Wilson’s Wolf WR3
onthe Brands grid

chassis - entered for Brands, with 15-time motorcycle
champion Giacomo Agostini, competinginaBracey
Price Motorsport Williams FW06, and Emilio de Villota
inaWilliams FWO7 amongthe early pacesetters. It

was the Spaniard who eventually captured pole, but
Wilson had beenin contention until her DFV let go

100 yards from the timing beam, leaving her second.

That, however, proved something of a blessing in
disguise, as it gave Wilson the favoured outside of
the front row. At the start she took full advantage
and snatched the lead, but behind a clash between
her team-mate Geoff Lees and Norman Dickson
caused chaosand led the race to be stopped.

Wilson’s second start was again exemplary,and as a
four-way quarrel for second developed she was able to
build alead of more than four seconds by only the sixth
lap. She extended that by around half a second per lap
fortheremainder of the race, sealinga dominant
victory over Dickson by more than 15s.

Further podiums followed - she finished second
at Thruxton and third at Mallory Park - only for her

teamto run out of money and her campaign to dissolve.

But Wilson had left her mark, her standout victory the
first—and thus far only — win ever scored by awoman
inFlmachinery. &

FINAL DRIVE
PHOTO FINISH

THIS WEEK IN...

205 THE JORDAK A ME TTSAF FLIIS MAGA
| : |||m:||mmmm....nu.pn ALGR FIA CTs L

NOVEMBER 20, 2005

JACQUES VILLENEUVE’S F1 FUTURE
hung in the balance as contractual
issues with BMW led to speculation he
might be replaced for the 2006 season.
With BMW having already confirmed
a three-year contract with Nick Heidfeld,
Villeneuve’s name was one of many
being linked with the team’s second
seat — with Sebastien Bourdais, Heikki
Kovalainen and Anthony Davidson also
rumoured to be in the frame. BMW
eventually elected to keep the 1997
world champion, but after scoring just
seven points in
the opening 12
races he was
replaced by
Robert Kubica
from the
Hungarian GP.
As Villeneuve
pondered an
uncertain future,
across the pond
Tony Stewart
secured his own
as he clinched a
second NASCAR

Cup crown at
Homestead. It would be the last time
any driver beat Jimmie Johnson to the
title until Stewart repeated the feat last
weekend, when victory at Homestead
allowed him to pip Carl Edwards and
secure a third championship.

=Rankings

Visit castroledgerankings.com/predictor
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FINAL DRIVE
RACE OF MY LIFE

ANDY WALLACE

WELL, I COULD HAVE CHOSEN
my Le Mans win for Jaguar in 1988,
or my wins at Daytona or Sebring,
but that would have been a bit
obvious, wouldn’t it?

The race I’ll choose is the second
Homestead Grand-Am race in 2004
in the Crawford DP car. I won both
with Milka Duno that year, actually,
but the second one was amazing.

It was stinking hot that
September at the Miami ‘roval’
There was high humidity and
blinding sun — as well as a load of
mosquitos — so it was pretty grim.

The race was 2h45m and I knew
I was going to have do most of it,
as Milka wasn’t quick enough,
although she did bring the Citgo
money to the team.

The rules stated that who ever
qualified the car had to start the
race, so Milka set the time so we
could pull her in soon after the
start, usually at the first yellow.

She qualified quite far down which
meant it would be a busy race.

I got in the car at about the
20-minute mark and it was
sweltering. There was a bit of
airflow through the car on the
banking, but in the tight corners
with heavy braking there wasn’t

94 autosport.com November 24 2011

“T pulled a gap on Max Angelelli and pedalled like a
madman - the ice had melted by then, but the adrenaline
kept me going. I reckon I really earned that one!”

any. There’s masses of heat soak
in a Grand-Am prototype because
of the steel chassis tubes and
front-mounted radiators.

I connected up my drinks bottle
and headed down the pitlane,
drinking and drinking. There was
2h25m to go and I was only going
to stop for fuel and tyres.

The car was set-up pretty well
and I managed to make up a few
places from my 20-something
position, but the heat soon became
horrendous — my eyes were filling
up with salt and I was knackered!

I got on the radio to ask how long
to go. ‘1th4om, they said. It felt like
I’d been out there for hours!

IN PROFILE

ANDY WALLACE ROSE UP QUICKLY
on the junior single-seater ladder,
through Formula Ford and British
F3, winning the title in 1986. A
spell in F3000 and as an F1 tester
was as far as he got, but he carved
a niche in sportscars and became
one of endurance racing’s all-time
greats. Wins in the blue-riband
Le Mans 24 Hours, Daytona 24
Hours and Sebring 12 Hours, as
well as in WSPC, FIA GT, ALMS
and Grand-Am prove it. Wallace,
now 50, still races from time to
time on both sides of the Atlantic.

M Grand-Am M Homestead-Miami Ml September 19, 2004 M Crawford-Pontiac DPO3 M Ice cool in Florida heat

Wallace summoned the
energy to celebrate win

Just before my next stop I
radioed again and said, ‘Right, I
want you to tip ice all over me and
down my suit’... They obliged and
I rejoined, feeling good again.

Max Angelelli was leading and I
hunted him down with 40 minutes
to go. When I caught him on the
banking at 165-170mph, a GT car
had a wobble in front of us. Max
went low, I stayed high and went
round the outside of him. I pulled
a gap and pedalled like a madman
— the ice had melted by then but
the adrenaline kept me going.

I crossed the line to win and had
to be pulled out of the car. I reckon
Ireally earned that one, but God
knows how I managed to stand
on the roof to celebrate! &

Andy Wallace was talking to
Henry Hope-Frost

Ricardo '
ZUNINO
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Prepare for the cold
with Audi winter tyres

Winter tyres work considerably better in all conditions
when the temperature drops below 7°C. In certain parts
of the UK this can be as early as September. And when
you consider that our average winter temperature is just
3.7°C, the benefits really become apparent. For example,
in cold weather conditions, you’ll find that winter tyres
offer 60% more grip than summer tyres.

Winter tyres are equipped with specially designed rubber
compounds and tread patterns that will give noticeably
more traction and steering response, significantly
reducing stopping distances in the winter months.

With a range of specially selected tyre packages available,
you might also find they cost less than you’d expect.

Find out more at your local Audi Centre, or visit audi.co.uk/wintertyres
to see video demonstrations of the difference the right tyres can make.

Sources: Met Office; Tyresafe

Audi

Vorsprung durch Technik




	AUTOSPORT_241111 1
	AUTOSPORT_241111 2
	AUTOSPORT_241111 3
	AUTOSPORT_241111 4
	AUTOSPORT_241111 5
	AUTOSPORT_241111 6
	AUTOSPORT_241111 7
	AUTOSPORT_241111 8
	AUTOSPORT_241111 9
	AUTOSPORT_241111 10
	AUTOSPORT_241111 11
	AUTOSPORT_241111 12
	AUTOSPORT_241111 13
	AUTOSPORT_241111 14
	AUTOSPORT_241111 15
	AUTOSPORT_241111 16
	AUTOSPORT_241111 17
	AUTOSPORT_241111 18
	AUTOSPORT_241111 19
	AUTOSPORT_241111 20
	AUTOSPORT_241111 21
	AUTOSPORT_241111 22
	AUTOSPORT_241111 23
	AUTOSPORT_241111 24
	AUTOSPORT_241111 25
	AUTOSPORT_241111 26
	AUTOSPORT_241111 27
	AUTOSPORT_241111 28
	AUTOSPORT_241111 29
	AUTOSPORT_241111 30
	AUTOSPORT_241111 31
	AUTOSPORT_241111 32
	AUTOSPORT_241111 33
	AUTOSPORT_241111 34
	AUTOSPORT_241111 35
	AUTOSPORT_241111 36
	AUTOSPORT_241111 37
	AUTOSPORT_241111 38
	AUTOSPORT_241111 39
	AUTOSPORT_241111 40
	AUTOSPORT_241111 41
	AUTOSPORT_241111 42
	AUTOSPORT_241111 43
	AUTOSPORT_241111 44
	AUTOSPORT_241111 45
	AUTOSPORT_241111 46
	AUTOSPORT_241111 47
	AUTOSPORT_241111 48
	AUTOSPORT_241111 49
	AUTOSPORT_241111 50
	AUTOSPORT_241111 51
	AUTOSPORT_241111 52
	AUTOSPORT_241111 53
	AUTOSPORT_241111 54
	AUTOSPORT_241111 55
	AUTOSPORT_241111 56
	AUTOSPORT_241111 57
	AUTOSPORT_241111 58
	AUTOSPORT_241111 59
	AUTOSPORT_241111 60
	AUTOSPORT_241111 61
	AUTOSPORT_241111 62
	AUTOSPORT_241111 63
	AUTOSPORT_241111 64
	AUTOSPORT_241111 65
	AUTOSPORT_241111 66
	AUTOSPORT_241111 67
	AUTOSPORT_241111 68
	AUTOSPORT_241111 69
	AUTOSPORT_241111 70
	AUTOSPORT_241111 71
	AUTOSPORT_241111 72
	AUTOSPORT_241111 73
	AUTOSPORT_241111 74
	AUTOSPORT_241111 75
	AUTOSPORT_241111 76
	AUTOSPORT_241111 77
	AUTOSPORT_241111 78
	AUTOSPORT_241111 79
	AUTOSPORT_241111 80
	AUTOSPORT_241111 81
	AUTOSPORT_241111 82
	AUTOSPORT_241111 83
	AUTOSPORT_241111 84
	AUTOSPORT_241111 85
	AUTOSPORT_241111 86
	AUTOSPORT_241111 87
	AUTOSPORT_241111 88
	AUTOSPORT_241111 89
	AUTOSPORT_241111 90
	AUTOSPORT_241111 91
	AUTOSPORT_241111 92
	AUTOSPORT_241111 93
	AUTOSPORT_241111 94
	AUTOSPORT_241111 95
	AUTOSPORT_241111 96

