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Even if it's just a We

Crimson

test staging, fo be able
1o act together with
you in the Crimson
Goddess.. / /

and besides, of all
the parts, to be playing
that of the sacred
seulptor Isshin,
that falls in love with
the Crimson Goddess, ...

Goddess...
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Even now
| ean
hardly believe
that this
moment
has come...

Purple Rose
it’s thanks to
your support
that | was able
{o come
this far...

Soon I'll
be able
to interpret
the Crimson
Goddess!

|, that made
my mother worry because
of my foolishness and
uselessness.
By starting to act, l've
come fo know the
happiness of living...

IF IT'S
JUsST FOR
REACHING
THIS POINT!

Yeah, from
then on...
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OR LESS,
UNTIL WE
HAVE TO T
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MOLNTAINS £
WILL TAKE

e SHI- : [
BEEN ) o MON- g ' ! /75,'
SIX HOLIRS Q oGu- =¥ %
sicewe | P CHI! : {§ - &
LEFT SHI- N g : S
TOKYO. Q| Mon- R = : T N
RN =T

oGu-

: P\ \ Z‘% *~ SO "

PHEW, {I\= .
T BARELY | =
NOTICED! ‘

=




THERE ARE
A LOT OF

| wonder
what kind
of place the
Crimson Goddess ,ﬂ
country is..

Tsukikage-
Sensei...
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S0 THIS
IS THE
BIRTHPLACE
OF THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS...
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x| YOU CAN SEE
THE WHOLE
VILLAGE!
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IN THE SHINTO
TEMPLE OF THIS
VILLAGE THERE IS A
BEAUTIFUL STATUE
OF A GODDESS
CARVED FROM A
PLUM TREE'S WOOD,
DATING BACK TO THE
NANBOKUCHO*

ICHIREN OZAKI WAS
INSPIRED BY THE
LOCAL LEGEND
THAT IS PASSED
ON FROM ONE
GENERATION TO
ANOTHER IN WRITING
THE CRIMSON

DYNASTIES, AROUN

D 1233-1292



*HEAVENLY DOGS, TYPICALLY FOUND IN JAPANESE FOLKLORE

ONCE UPON A
TIME, IN A VALLEY HIDDEN
SOMEWHERE IN THESE
MOUNTAINS, THERE
LIVED A GODDESS
THAT WAS GUARDED BY
A CLAN OF TENGU*
AND A DRAGON.

F

SHE WAS THE
QUEEN OF
THE SPIRITS
AND ALSO OF THE
EARTH, SINCE SHE
CONTROLLED THE
ENERGY OF ALL
THE BEINGS THAT
LIVED ON

THE VALLEY
OF THE
CRIMSON
GODDESS 15
FAMOLIS
Akec ASWELL  FORTHE
AS BEING
TREE THAT WAS
NNROKGRo _ THOUGHT T0BE APACE GO
PERIOD A THE REINCARNATION WHERE ey
. SCULPTOR, THAT OF THE CORBIPT
| SPECIALISED IN SACRED GODDESS. ... MEN WERE
4  REPRESENTATIONS, FORBIDDEN
CARVED A STATUE
OF THE GODDESS

FROM THE WOOD OF
THAT TREE TO PLEAD
FOR PEACE ALL OVER
THE COUNTRY.

THAT IS HOW THE
INTERNAL BATTLE IN
THE IMPERIAL FAMILLY,
WHICH WAS SPLIT
BETWEEN NORTH
AND SOUTH,
WAS SETTLED.
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DISREGARDED
THESE RULES
WERE KILLED
BY THE
TENGU.




D
LIKE
TO SEE

TREES'
VALLEY...

WHO KNOWS
IF YOU'LL BE
ABLE TO...IT IS
HIDDEN. T
IMAGINE THAT
THERE ARE
FEW PEOPLE
THAT HAVE
SEEN IT.

HOW
I'p
LIKE TO
SEE
THAT
STATUE!

THAT IS THE
STATUE THAT
WAS FOUND IN
THE TEMPLE.

YES, MEN | "
WERE THE
ONES THAT TRIED iy
TO DIVIDE THE GODS
INTO CATEGORIES, BUT
IN THIS TEMPLE
BUDDHIST AND SHINTO
DEITIES ARE
WORSHIPPED.
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IT WOULD BE
BETTER IF YOU
DIDN'T OPEN THE
DOORS AND
WINDOWS THAT
FACE THE : 2 3 e S
BACKYARD
DURING




WELL...
SHE HAD
SOME
BUSINESS

THERE'S A
CEMETERY
FROM WHICH
GHOSTS
MAY COME
out AT
TIMES.

DOES SHE
KNOW
SOMEONE
IN THE
TOWN?

MAYBE
SHE WON'T
MAKE IT
BACK IN
TIME TO
BE HERE BY
TONIGHT...
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to do in Be weird...
SLEEP the town, ’

WELL and so late
TONIGHT. at night?
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birthplace
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2N i A finally : The temple
L LAl ‘ AT here... @ in which
ey lehiren 0zaki

@ was raised...
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L Eh?

AYUMI-
SAN...

I CAN'T
FIND
GENZO-
SAN
EITHER...
THAT'S
60 EARLY STRANGE.
IN THE
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Those
that enter
the valley

[//
A clan

of tengu
protects

And what

is this..? A

restricted
area?

FOG 1S

CLEARING?
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EVEN NOW,
THE PLUM
TREES
ARE IN

WONDERFUL!
THIS IS
THE VALLEY
OF THE

CRIMSON
woESS! | ..

OF THE
CRIMSON
PLUM TREES!
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Yes,
fhjg is
the sound
ofa
tsuzumi!




N

e
= . ==




4
2o AR,







N g

The wind
isn't _
blowing...! J Wy

No,
that's
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