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Ogier can prevail with
good Rally GB result

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

ByDavid Evans

Sebastien Ogier knows that
victory at Britain’s round of the
Word Rally Championshipin
just over two weeks will be
enough for him to take afifth
straightdrivers’ title.

The Frenchman finished
second to Britain’s Kris Meeke
atlast week’s Rally of Spain, a
result which moves him 37 points
clear atthetop of the table with
two eventsleft torun. Ogierinsists
clinchingthetitle on Deeside had
always been hisaim.

“Ididn’t wanttogotothelast
rally in Australia andstill be
fightingfor the championship,”
hesaid. When the Coffs Harbour-
based Rally Australia took over
from Wales Rally GB as the season
finalelast year, Ogier pointed out
the potential problems.

Headded: “Theroad cleaning
isreally bad onthatrally and togo

with the championshipleader

havingtodrive [in the worst
conditions] atthe fronton the

Meeke: played down GB hope

thereand fightin those conditions,

first day, it wouldn’tbe sogood.”

Ogier’s championship
chances were boosted by Thierry
Neuville’s final-day departure
after the Belgian broke the
suspension on his Hyundaii20
Coupe WRC. Arrivingin Spain,
Neuville was 17 points behind
the defending champion, but
now Ogier’s closestrival is team-
mate Ott Tanak. Neuvilleisone
pointbehind the Estonian.

“We’vetaken areally positive
step towards the championship
this weekend,” said Ogier. “Ithink
we were on course to extend the
lead anyway, but with Thierry’s
mistake that changed the picture
completely and we’ve been able
toextend the gap evenmore.”

A double podium for Ogier and
Tanakin Salou virtually sealed
the manufacturers’ championship
for M-Sport, with justfour points
needed in Wales for Malcolm
Wilson’steam totakeafirst
worldtitlein 10 years.

“I'think we can begin to plan
alittle party for the homeround
fortheteam,” smiled Ogier.

Butforhisowntitleaspirations,
Ogierknowshehastoleave
Deesideatleast 30 pointsahead
of histworivals.

Ogier’steam-mate Tanak
admitted the deal was as good
asdoneforthe Frenchman.

“There will be a bigfight for
second placein thedrivers’

championship,” hesaid. “But
Sebastien is pretty safe. The good
thingforusisthatwearein
second and that means we’re
inabetter place ontheroadif
itrainsin Wales.”

M-Sport team principal Wilson
admitted the resultin Spain was
likea win.

“To come away with another
double podium isfantasticfor
us,” hesaid. “If, at the start of the
season, you’d told me we’d have
been leading the manufacturers’
andhad ourdrivers1-2—and
with Elfyn [Evans]really close
tofifth place—comingintothe
penultimate round of the
championship, 'mnot sure
Iwould have believed you.

“Theteam has worked so hard
forthisand I'm very proud of
what we’ve achieved sofar.”

Wilson wenton to praiserally
winner and fellow Brit, Citroen’s
Kris Meeke.

“It’sbeen a good weekend for the
Britsin Spain,” he said. “Fair play,
Krisand Paul [Nagle] have done
avery goodjob. Rich [Millener,
M-Sportdeputy team principal]
and Isaid before the start that
thisone could be Kris’srally
andhe’sdoneagreatjob.”

While Ogier ended the opening
day on gravel just ahead of Meeke
—andjustbehind surpriseleader,
Hyundainew boy Andreas
Mikkelsen-headmitted he
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for M-Sport on Rally GB

motorsport-news.co.uk OCTOBER 11 2017 3

couldn’t stay with the Northern
Irishman’s Citroen on asphalt.
“Wewereneverreallyina
position where we had totakeall
therisks,” said Ogier, “but we
stillhad tokeep a good rhythm.
There wasno chance to fight with
Kris[Meeke] ashe wasjuston
anotherlevel on the Tarmac.”
Meeke’s second win of the
season lifted the mood and the
moralein the Citroen team, with
awatching Citroen CEO Linda

Jackson full of praise for her squad.

“Thisresultis absolutely
enormous,” shesaid. “Kris won
in Mexico, butthenit’sbeena
very difficult year with alot of
frustration. The team has worked
very hard butnotbeen abletobe
successful-there’sawholelot of
emotion goingaround, but thisis
agreat winfor Kris, Pauland all
of usintheteam.”

Adelighted Meeke warned,
however, that successin Spain
wouldn’t necessarily translate
intoabetter chance foramaiden
home winin Wales.

“Weknow the carisstrong
onthesekind of roads we had in
Spain,” hesaid. “The profile of the
gravelis similarto Mexicoand we
know the car works thereandit’s
strongon Tarmac. It’sa different
storyin Wales, the conditions will
be different. If we were in for an
Indian summer with 20 degrees
and sunshine every day between
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4 o

Wilson:wants a title lockout

now and the end of the month,
itmightbe adifferent story -
but traditionally the further
back ontheroad youarein
Wales at this time of the year,
the tougher the conditions get.
“We’ve heard Tanak talking
about moving up from third on
theroadtosecond ontheroad
improving his chances [in Wales] -
and we’re goingtobe 10th or
something! This windoesn’t
change anythingovernight.
It’sfantasticfor the team, for
confidence and everythinglike
that, butstill we know we have
some work to do with the car.”
Citroen’sdecision torunits pre-
Rally GB testin south-west France
won’thelp Meeke’s chanceseither.
“The conditions are quite similar
down there,” said Meeke, “butit’s
not Wales.”
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i Podium has boosted
Ogier’s WRC charge

Question marks remain over

Ogier’s deal for 2018 season

Last week’s Rally of Spain offered
Sebastien Ogier a week away from near
constant negotiations about hisfuture
employmentin the championship.
This week, he’sback on the telephone
and back doingthe talkingtofind the
right dealfor2018.

Heremainsin negotiation with
current team M-Sport, Citroen and
Hyundai. MN’s sourcesin Spain say he
isincreasingly likely to remain with the
Cumbrian team, or possibly evenretire
fromrallying altogether.

French media hasreported Citroen
won’t have the budget to bringhim back
tothe Paris-based squad and Hyundai—
despiterumours of a€10m (£8.9m) bid
toland the four-time champion-hasyet
toeven come up with a sensible offer.

Hyundai team principal Michel
Nandan did, however, finally admit to
interestin Ogier, saying: “A guy like
himis quite useful when you see what
hecando. Alotof teams want him, after
we have to seeif we can have him or
manage him. It’snot always easy to
do what you want, unfortunately.”

M-Sport team principal Malcolm
Wilson said: “Negotiations are ongoing
andIfeel we have astrong case. We’ve
gotalotof development comingon the
car, specifically in the engine and aero
areas—we’renot standingstill here,
our car will take another step forward
in time for Monte next year and we’d
like Seb to be drivingit.”
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 Hamilton took his eighth win of the season in style at Suzuka g '

‘jl' INITI
Palmer: last race

in Renault seat

Force India driver Esteban Ocon was a star and finished in sixth place

ewis Hamilton
moved a step
closertobecoming
afour-time world
champion with
victory atthe
Japanese Grand
Prixlast Sunday. With his closest
rival Sebastian Vettel retiring,
the Mercedes driver’s pointslead
isnow 59, with 100 up for grabs.

Thelate-season Asianlegof this
year’stitle battlehasbeen adisaster
for Ferrari. Six weeks ago, Vettel was
topping the points table, he’snow
lookingat an agonising defeat.

At Suzuka, aspark plugfailure on
the way tothe grid, left the Ferrari
mechanics feverishly working on his
scarletmachine. Butit wastonoavail,
after fourlaps he wasforced toretire.
It capsoff threeterribleraces. After
the Ferrariteam-mates crashed on the
openinglap at Singapore, Vettel was
thenforced to startfrom the back row
in Malaysia. He managed to salvage
fourth, butthefailingin Japan has
opened up the gaptohistitlerival.

Despite the odds beingagainst
him, Vettel refused to give up when
asked about the destiny of this year’s
championshipinthe settingsun of
the Suzuka paddock.

“Ithurtsnow, but we need torest,
then goflat-outfor the lastfourraces.
Thereisstillachancethis year. The
reliability issues have been a pity, but
it’slike that sometimes,” he said with
aresigned shrug.

Incontrast, Hamilton has taken
two wins and a second place.

“Icould only have dreamed of
thiskind of gap,” said the Brit of
his59-pointlead. “It’s unbelievable
tothink that we are where we are.
Sebastian has been incredibly
unfortunate. In Flitisalotabout
reliability and itisabout the team’s

1 I
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whole performance, notjust speed on
thetrack. Butthere’sstillalong way
togo,onehundred pointsisalotand
anythingcanhappen...”

Qualifying

Throughout this season, the Mercedes
Wo08hasbeenatrickybeasttotame.
Earlierin the year, team boss Toto
Wolff described the carasabitof a
“diva”. Inthe heatand humidity

of Malaysia a week ago, she was
particularly stubborn and both Merc
drivers struggled tofind the sweet
spot—thenarrow operating window
where the caris at peak performance.

Butinthe cooler temperatures of
Suzuka on Saturday, Hamilton found
the perfectbalance tosmashthe
opposition. It was hisfirst pole position
atthelegendary track and the 71st of
his career. With the Mercedes engine
settings ramped up toa ‘qually-spec’
mode, noone wasin the sameleague.

“Every single time I have struggled
here,it’sbecauseI’'vebeentryingto
find the right balance,” said Hamilton.
“Thisisthefirst carThavefelthas
beenunderneath me all weekend.

My knowledge of itis better thanit
was before. Let’shope sheisnot
stubborn tomorrow.”

Alongside Hamilton on the front row
was Vettel, once Valtteri Bottas was
handed a five-place grid penalty fora
replacement gearbox. Behind them
were the two Red Bulls, both drivers
disappointed they were so far off —a full
second—from Hamilton’s Mercedes.

With Bottas’s grid penalty, he split
the two Force Indias and set his best Q2
time on the soft rubber, setting himself
upforanalternative tyre strategy in
therace. His compatriot did the same.
Kimi Raikkonen was also handed a
five-place grid penalty, after he
damaged his gearbox with an off
intothebarriersat Degner2in

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Saturday morning’s practice session.

Ared-flaginthefirst part of
qualifying thwarted anumber of
drivers, who were expecting toimprove
on theirfinal runs. Romain Grosjean
lost control of his Haasat Turn5and
clatteredinto the wall.

Onthebackrow of the grid were the
two Spaniards. Fernando Alonso was
lastin his McLaren-Honda (thanks to
a35-grid place penalty) and justahead
of him was Carlos Sainz—and then
Jolyon Palmer. They too had engine
penalties, but theirony was that Sainz
would be taking over the Brit’s seat
fromthenextrace. Afew hoursafter
qualifying, Palmer revealed this
would be hisfinal GP with the Renault
team. Sayonara Jolyon.

Race
Racedaymorningwashotand

sunny, with Friday’s gloomy washout
adistantmemory. With track
temperatures nudging 46 degrees
Celcius, there was concern that the
Mercedes ‘diva’ might struggle
compared to the Red Bulls. And once
away in thelead, Hamilton was
cautious throughouttherace.

His closest challenger was Max
Verstappen, who had nailed his
team-mate Daniel Ricciardo in therun
down to Turn 1and was quickly past
Vettel’s Ferrariat the hairpin, aware
something was amiss with thered car.

“I'saw inmy mirrorsthat Maxhad
doneinabiglungeintoTurn11l,so
fromthenIwasjust tryingtomanage
thepace, managethetyres,” said
Hamilton. “It was the hottest the track
hadbeen all weekend —so it wasreally
crucial, knowing the Red Bulls would
bevery quickintherace.”

It was soon evident that Vettel
wasintrouble and he was mugged
by agangof three carsatthe start
of thefollowinglap. One tour later, it
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was time to park his Ferrari.

Butthe German wasn’t thefirst
retirement. On the openinglap, Sainz
had drifted wide between Turns5and 6
and spun into the barriers, requiring
theappearance of the safety carto
tidy away his Toro Rosso. It was an
underwhelmingend to his Toro Rosso
career, which probably elicited a
smirk from Palmer as he passed by
inhisRenault.

Behind the safety car, the order
of therace was as follows: Hamilton,
Verstappen, Esteban Ocon (whohad
alsomanaged to overtake Ricciardo
on theopeninglap)then behind the
Australian was Bottas, Sergio Perez
and Felipe Massa. Nico Hulkenberg
wasnextupafterhehad madea
decisivemove to overtake Raikkonen
into the Spoon Curve, which forced
the Ferrari wide.

The Finn then setabout coming back
through thefield, using his favourite
overtakingplaceinto Turn1with
DRSassistance. He was soon ahead
of Palmer, Pierre Gasly, Kevin
Magnussen, Hulkenbergand Massa
and would ultimately finish fifth
inadifficult afternoon for the
Maranello outfit.

After seven laps there wasmore
drama, as Marcus Ericsson locked up
his Sauber at Degner 2 and clattered
straightintothetyrebarriers. Thatled
totheracebeingneutralised for three
laps by the virtual safety car.

Ontherestart, Ricciardo gained his
third place back from Ocon and one
laplater, the soft-shod Bottas was also
ahead of the Frenchman’s Force India.

Thefirstof theleaderstomake their
oneand only tyre stop was Verstappen,
whodivedintothe pitlaneonlap 21 and
was followed alap later by Hamilton,
who also switched onto the soft tyre.

Their stopsmeant Ricciardo
inherited thelead for threelaps, then

he pitted and handed over P1to Bottas
wholed onlaps26and27. Asthe Finn
had started on the soft tyre, he’d
always planned to pitmuch later,

and Hamilton and Verstappen had
closed the gap to him in the fourlaps
since their stops.

Initially, Hamilton was happy for
Bottasto control the pace, but with
Max sat behind him, he started to lose
gripinthedirty air and was quick to
suggest amore immediate solution.
Bottas, on his alternate strategy,
conceded the lead back to Hamilton
just before the hairpin onlap 28 and
gave Lewis breathing space by
delaying Verstappen for two laps,
before he pitted himself.

Aspredicted, the higherrace
temperatures were suiting the Red
Bull more than the Mercedes and
onlap32eachdriver’s discussion
with their respective engineers was
telling. Verstappen had no problem
with his rubber, while Hamilton
was “struggling with therears.”

Butsoon after that radio message,
Red Bull team boss Christian Horner
laterrevealed that a blister had
formed on Verstappen’s front-left and
was starting to widen and get deeper
astherace entered the latter stages.
Asaresult, he dropped his pace and
maintained a three second gap to
leader Hamilton.

Behind the frontrunners, there
was interestin the late-stopping
Renaults. They too had started on
the soft tyre and Hulkenberg was
up to sixth before his pit stop onlap
38. Theintention was to keep him
outinabidtoleapfrogabattle for the
last points place between Massa,
Magnussen, his Haas team-mate
Grosjean, and Gasly.

That plan failed, but he was on fresh
supersofts when he exited the pits
with 151apsto goand he started to

make in-roads on those ahead of him.
Sadly, the Hulk was forced to retire
when his DRS stuck open. Crucially,
the beneficiaries were Haas, asits
double points finish moved it ahead
of Renault-for seventh-inthe
constructors’ standings.

The closing stages focused on two
key battles that met together on the
track. Alonso was now hunting down
Massa for the final points place, while
Verstappen began a final charge on
Hamilton. The Dutchman was helped
when there was another virtual
safety car. Williams’s Lance Stroll
suffered a failure with his right-front
wheel and ran out of control over the
inside of Turn 4. There were just four

laps left when the VSC came toan end,

but Hamilton had lost grip ashis tyre
temperatures had faded away.

“Wakingthe tyres up was not easy
and thenIgottraffic. I was stuck
behind Fernando and Massa [in
their battle for 10th] and I was losing
somuch time,” said Hamilton
afterwards. “His [Verstappen’s]
car was so bigin my mirrors,

Iwas thinking ‘jeez, thisis very,
very close.””

Alonso was warned by the
stewards forignoring blue flags
(and subsequently picked up two
penalty points) and he let Hamilton
pastatthehairpin, butin his
desperation to keep up with Massa,
blocked Verstappen.

It wasjust enough to give Hamilton
the breathingroom he needed. The
British driver crossed the line to win
the Japanese GP, with Verstappen
justbehind. Ricciardo rounded up
thefinal podium position, after he
kept Bottas at bay.

Now we criss-cross the globe to
Austin, where Hamilton can win
the world title if he scoops victory
and Vettel finishes sixth or lower.

RESULTS

FIA Formula 1World Championship, round 16/20

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes 1h27m31.194s
2 Max Verstappen NED | Red Bull-Renault +1.211s
3 Daniel Ricciardo | AUS | Red Bull-Renault +9.679s
4 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes +10.580s
5 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | Ferrari +32.622s
6 Esteban Ocon FRA | Force India-Mercedes +1m07.788s
7 Sergio Perez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m11.424s
8 Kevin Magnussen | DEN | Haas-Ferrari +1m?28.953s
9 Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari +1m29.883s
10 Felipe Massa BRA | Williams-Mercedes -1lap
11 Fernando Alonso | ESP | McLaren-Honda -1lap
12 Jolyon Palmer GBR | Renault -1lap
13 Pierre Gasly FRA | Toro Rosso-Renault -1lap
14 Stoffel Vandoorne | BEL | McLaren-Honda -1lap
15 Pascal Wehrlein | GER | Sauber-Ferrari -2 laps
R Lance Stroll CAN | Williams-Mercedes L45/suspension
R Nico Hulkenberg | GER | Renault L40/DRS
R Marcus Ericsson | SWE | Sauber-Ferrari L7/spun off
R Sebastian Vettel | GER | Ferrari L4/spark plug
R Carlos Sainz ESP | Toro Rosso-Renault LO/spun off

Winner’s average speed 130.978mph Lap leaders: Hamilton 1-22; Ricciardo 23-25; Bottas 26-27; Hamilton 28-53

T LAP [ VALTTERI BOTTAS 1m.33.144s

ON LAP 50 (AVERAGE SPEED: 139.47mph)

OUALIFYING
1 Hamilton 1m27.319s 11 | Hulkenberg 1m29.879s
2 Vettel 1m27.791s 12 | Magnussen 1m29.972s
3 Ricciardo 1m28.306s 13 | Grosjean 1m30.849s
4 | Verstappen 1m28.332s 14 | Gasly 1m31.317s
5 Ocon 1m29.111s 15 | Stroll 1m31.409s
6 Bottas 1m27.651s 16 | Ericsson 1m31.597s
7 Perez 1m29.260s 17 | Wehrlein 1m31.885s
8 Massa 1m29.480s 18 | Palmer 1m30.022s
9 Vandoorne 1m29.778s 19 | Sainz 1m30.413s
10 | Raikkonen 1m28.498s 20 | Alonso 1m30.687s

Verstappen
was second

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS| CONSTRUCTOR | PTs
1 Lewis Hamilton 306 1 Mercedes 540
2 | Sebastian Vettel 247 2 | Ferrari 395
3 | Valtteri Bottas 234 3 Red Bull-TAG Heuer 303
4 Daniel Ricciardo 192 4 Force India-Mercedes 147
5 Kimi Raikkonen 148 5 | Williams-Mercedes 66
6 | Max Verstappen 111 6 | Toro Rosso-Renault 52
7 | Sergio Perez 82 7 Haas-Ferrari 43
8 | Esteban Ocon 65 8 | Renault 42
9 | Carlos Sainz 48 9 | McLaren-Honda 23
10 | Nico Hulkenberg 34 10 | Sauber-Ferrari 5

NEXT RACE: UNITED STATES GP OCT 22




F1 ROUND-UP

Mr Blister

Ablistered front-left tyre prevented
Max Verstappen from sustaining his
fight with Lewis Hamilton in the
closing stages of the Japanese GP.
The Dutchman piled the pressure
on over the final few laps, just
failing to find a way past when

they came across backmarkers.
“We were managing the tyres,
pretty much from lap 35,” said

Red Bull boss Christian Horner.

“A blister on the front-left was
getting wider. So we asked Max

to hold a gap. It was a bit unlucky
atthe end as he got onto Lewis’s
gearbox. Whether he could have
passed is one thing, butitwould
have been difficult.”

Honda’s shame
McLaren's Fernando Alonso was forced
to serve 35 places of grid penalties for an
illegal engine change on Saturday night.
Alonso qualified inthe top 10, but

was dumped to the back after Honda
discovered a hydraulic leak onthe
Spaniard's engine after Friday, and
elected to change the power unit entirely
after FP3 on Saturday. Honda's Yusuke
Hasegawa said: “We didn't have an
engine failure, we had a leakage, which
we can change if we find out the cause
with enough time, but we couldn't, that's
why we had to change the engine.”
McLaren-Honda had to break curfew to
dothe job, sending Alonso to the back.

No Hamilton issue
Mercedes has dismissed worries
about the state of Lewis Hamilton’s
Formula 1 engine, despite the world
championship leader expressing
concerns about avibration after
winning the Japanese Grand Prix.
Hamilton came on the radio
following the chequered flag to say
that he had experienced a vibration
with his power unitin the latter
stages and had been short shifting.
On aweekend whent title rival
Ferrari suffered more engine
reliability problems, Hamilton’s
issue prompted suggestions that
Mercedes could have hit trouble
too. But speaking after the race,
Mercedes motorsport boss Toto
Wolff said the telemetry indicated
there was no problem.

Hot seat atWilliams
Williams will evaluate Robert Kubicaand
Paul di Resta’s potential for its available
Formula 1 seat withtestsina 2014-spec
F1 carbetween the next two grands prix.
Williams has become the most coveted
seatleftonthe F1 grid for 2018, with the
team having received enquiries from
several drivers and made its own contact
with others. It had slimmed its shortlist of
driversto partner Lance Stroll for 2018
downto three —Kubica, Felipe Massa
and diResta—but tis believed Pascal
Wehrleinis also now in the frame.
Williams plans to run Kubicaina2014
car, which has been used by Stroll

for familiarisation during last season

and at points this year, before the next
round in Austin.
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By Rob Ladbrook

Jolyon Palmer insists there are
still options to stay in Formula 1
next season after splitting with
the Renault team after the
Japanese Grand Prix.

The Britishracer finished 12th in
Suzuka, just missing out on a points-
payingfinish in what was hislast
race with the Enstone squad. Palmer
confirmed he would be finishing his
term with Renault after qualifying
on Saturday. The team will draft new

signing Carlos Sainz Jr in for the final

fourraces of the season, allowing
the Spaniard an early release from
Toro Rosso.

Palmer said he will use the break to

look at his options. “It makes sense,”
said the former GP2 champion when
asked about the timing of the split.
“It’sashameI’'mnot goingto [the
nextracein] Austin, butit’sbeena
funny old weekend knowing it was
my last for the team.

“It’sbeen pretty clear, Carlos
hassigned for next year and Cyril
[Abiteboul, Renault boss] made it
clear he wanted him in the car this
year as well. After thisraceit’sa
couple of weeks and it made sense
forittobethetimetopart ways.It’s
ashame tonot finish the season as
I’'ve been here for a while, but I respect
the decision and wish Carlos all the
best for the future.

“For me, it’s a useful few weeks.

Iplanto go away, spend some time
with family and think about the
next step. I have options, bothin and
outside of F1.Solet’sjust waitand
see what the future holds.”
Sainz’smove to Renault-facilitated
as part of McLaren’s deal to swap
from Honda to Renault engines next
year -leaves theline-up at Toro
Rosso unclear for theremainder
of the year.
Daniil Kvyat will berecalled
for Austin, while Pierre Gasly
hasaclashingevent asheis H
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'PALMER: OPTIONS ARE ON
THE TABLE FOR F1 RETURN

After splitting with Renault, Brit has offers for 2018

off thelead with the Honda-powered
Team Mugen squad. Honda initially
suggested it wanted Gasly tofinish
the jobin Super Formula, but has
since softened and will now likely
allow him to finish the F1season,
sacrificing the Super Formula title.
“We believe Gasly should race in
Austin with Toro Rosso and Formula
1,” said Honda’s motorsport boss
Masashi Yamamoto. “We want
WM Limtorace there butif there
is anybody who can drive
instead of Gasly in Austin,

fighting for the Japanese Super F(:t = ; we're happy to have him in

Formula title, which has its

season finale at Suzuka on the

same weekend as the US GP.
Gaslyisjust0.5points

Vettel suffered a spark plug failure in Japan

<

o Super Formula.”

Gasly might miss

. the American GP

Vettel protective over team after more Ferrari problems at Suzuka

Sebastian Vettel hasrebuked talk
that his challenge for this year’s
Formula 1 World Championship
isdefinitively over after another
troubled weekend in Suzuka.

Vettel was forced toretire his
Ferrari whenit suffered a spark plug
failure thatleft his car running on
justfive of its six cylinders during
the openinglaps. Vettel plummeted
down the order, having started
second, before eventually retiring
tosavetheengine.

Theresult means that Mercedes’
Lewis Hamilton isnow firmly in
control of thetitlefight, holdinga
59-pointlead. The Briton can secure

hisfourth world title at the next
round in Austin, if Vettel finishes
sixth orlower.

“Of courseithurts,” said the
German. “But wejustneed to
regroup and get on with it.

“It’snormal that you’re critical
[of the team], especially if things
gowrong, soit’s partof ourjob. But
Ithink Ineed to protectthem
[Ferrari]. We’ve done an incredible
jobsofar. Thelasttworacesare
obviously a pity with thereliability,
but you know, it’slike that
sometimes. Butnow weneed to get
back, get somerest and then go flat-
outforthelastfourracesandsee

what happens as the championship
isn’tdecided yet.”

@ Vettelisnow justonereprimand
away from a grid penalty after he got
aticking off for missing the national
anthem before theracein Japan.
Vettel stayed with hisengineers as
they worked on his car before the
racestart, instead of liningupto
respect theanthem. He was given a
reprimand for the actions, adding
tothedrivinginfringementhe
gotfor crossingthe pitlane exit
linein qualifyingat Monaco.
Regulations say any driver with
threereprimands mustservea
10-place grid penalty.
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‘GT series debuts
at Castle Combe’

Photos: LAT
Brit aims for F2
with Merc backing

Newly-crowned GP3 champion George
Russellistargeting a step up the ladder
toracein Formula 2 for 2018.

The Mercedes junior driver, who sealed
the GP3title with around to spare after
outscoring his ART Grand Prix team-
mate Jack Aitken at Jerez last weekend,
hopes to stay on the Formula 1 support
bill next season.

“Atthe moment, thereisnothing
sorted,” hesaid. “Ithink it’s most likely
goingtobe Formula 2-that’s what I would
liketo do.Ithink it makes more sense to be
inthe limelight of the [Mercedes] F1team,
havingthe guysaround meif Ineed

Autumn Classic, p26

[them]. And obviously, Formula 2isa
step below Formula 1.I’d say it is most
likely, but we're still in talks with teams
atthemoment.”

Russell -the 2014 BRDC Formula 4
champion and winner of the McLaren
Autosport Award in the same year —paid
tribute to both ART and Mercedes for
helping him win the third-tier category
inhisrookie year.

“They’ve obviously helped me alot
this season, they put their faithin me
atthestart of the year, and they have
developed me into a better driver to get
meinto this position today,” he said.

Nirei Fukuzumi claimed a lights-to-flag
wininrace one at Jerez, with Russell
following him home after puttinga firm
move on Aitken, who finished third, at
Turn2on the openinglap. Inthereverse
grid affair, polesitter Alessio Lorandi
took the win in front of Dorian Boccolacci,
while Russell finished fifth on the road
totake the title. Niko Karilost third
place asaresult of a clash with Brit
Daniel Ticktum - who was fighting for
the podiumin just his second GP3race
inthefirstevent-that put DAMS
driver Ticktum outlate-oninthe
second encounter.

Leclerc dedicates F2 title success to father who died earlier this year

JAMES

“A trip to Suzuka
beats any |
Esports future”

ttakes two days to get from
the London editorial offices
of MN to Suzuka. Once you
have flown the 12 hours to
Tokyo, there are another
four trains that need to be
boarded to travel the next 250 miles
to the track tucked away in the Mie
Prefecture of Japan.

Forthose making the pilgrimage to the
fabled circuit, it's hard not to be impressed
by the sight of a Formula 1 car being
pushed to the limit on the snaking series of
high-speed corners. Of the current crop
of F1 tracks, it's probably the toughest
challenge, as the lack of run-off penalises
any mistake. In two days, there were
more red flags than you'd find in Jeremy
Corbyn’s living room. And these weren't
caused by rookies: Romain Grosjean,
Kimi Raikkonen, Valtteri Bottas and
Carlos Sainzallran into trouble.

The alternative to travelling the 6,000

ROBERTS

Charles Leclerc dedicated his 2017
Formula 2 championship success
tohislatefather, after sealing the
titleat Jerezlast weekend.

Leclerc, who won the featurerace
in Spain ahead of Oliver Rowland,
isthefirstrookie winner of the
second-tier category since Nico
Hulkenberg won GP2in 2009.

Hisfather, former Formula3

= O —
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F2’s Leclerc

driver Herve Leclerc, died just a few
days before the Baku F2 round -
where his son wenton toscorea
win and second place—in June.
“Winning the championshipis
anamazing way tohonour him,”
Leclercsaid. “Forhim, racing
was absolutely everything.”
Ferrarijunior driver Leclerc held
ontowinthefirstJerezraceina

close finish ahead of Rowland ashe
battled severe tyre wear late-on.
Inthe secondrace, Russian Time’s
Artem Markelov triumphed for
the fourth timein 2017 ahead of
Nicholas Latifi and Rowland, with
Leclercfrustrated in seventh after
agambletostopforfreshtyres
didnot come off and he faded
dramatically on the final lap.

THE FASTEST NEWS

David Reynolds and Luke Youlden
won the 2017 Bathurst 1000 aftera
turbulent race run amid changing
weather conditions. Having been
inthe hunt all day, the #9 Erebus
Holden Commodore had to survive :
anumber of late safety cars, a
tricky switch toslick tyresand a
fuel economyrace to take an
incredible victory. Scott Pye and
Warren Luff came home second,

: the #02HSV Commodore

: making up ground through the
: safetycarslateintherace

: having started 20th...Brendon

: Hartley, Ryan Dalziel and Scott

: Sharp won adramatic 2017 Petit

: LeMans, as Jordan and Ricky Taylor
: clinched the IMSA SportsCar

: Championshiptitle despite retiring.
: Sharp was punted into the gravel

: trapatTurn 10 by Chris Miller

: towardsthe end of the fourth hour,
: butPorsche LMP1 starHartley

: anchoredaremarkable recovery
for Extreme Speed Motorsports.

: Dane Cameron and Eric Curran

: werethe closestchallengersto the
: Wayne Taylor Racing-run Taylor

: brothers, who clinched the crown

i simply by starting arace in which

¥

: their#10 Cadillac retired with engine
¢ failure soon after Ryan Hunter-Reay
i tookoverinthe third hour... Martin
: TruexJrbooked aplaceinthe

i lasteightof the playoffs with his

Reynolds andYouldentook a.nimpressive Bathurst 1000 win

sixth victory of the season in the
: NASCAR Cuprace at Charlotte.

: TheFurniture Row Racing driver
: led910f 334 laps through the

: race despite starting 17th...

Tarquini wins on
Hyundai’s TCR debut

Gabriele Tarquini gave Hyundai’s
firstcircuit-racing caradebut
victory inthe TCR International
Serieslast weekend at Zhejiang
in China.
Althoughthecaronlyhada
temporary homologation for the
eventand wasn’tallowed to score
points, Tarquini and fellow
ex-British Touring Car driver
Alain Menu, his team-mate in the

Ex-BTCC man Wonirom 13th

sixth inracetwo, two spots
behind Menu, as the balance of
performance was changed for
the cars and they were hit with

tothe World Endurance

nextyear.

Championship appear tohave
been quashed after the marque
confirmed areturntorallycross

Peugeothasbeenalong-term
target for the Le Mans organiser,
the Automobile Clubdel’Ouest,
and MNunderstands that efforts
totempt the company back into
LMP1had intensified after

ACO ends hid to bring Peugeot back to WEC

Any hopes of Peugeot returning

Carlos Tavares hasstated
that concernsoveralack of
cost-cappingin the sport would
prevent Peugeot from returning.
ACOissued its own statement,
saying: “Wecanonly acceptit
[Peugeot’sdecision] and fixan
appointment with theminthe
yearstocomeand prove tothem
theinterestin our branch of
the sportand the validity of the
direction takeninendurance

miles to Japan is to drive ‘virtually’ around
Suzuka in the comfort of your own home.
The creators of the new F1 2017 video
game have improved their rendition of
the 3.6-mile track and it featured in the
new F1 Esports F1 Series. Anyonein
the world with access to an Xbox, PS4
or PC could enter the competition —and
had five laps to win at Suzuka.

Intotal 63,827 drivers took part in the
qualifying stages completing 976,870
laps and from the 195,000 race times,
the best 40 were selected for the semi-
final of the competition.

Those best online racers were invited
to London to compete in a live broadcast
semi-final event that took place on Tuesday
evening (after MN went to press). The
winners will head to the Abu Dhabi GP
in November to take part in the final, where
one of them will be crowned the first F1
Esports champion. It’s not the sport’s
only virtual competition. McLaren launched
‘World's Fastest Gamer’ a few months
ago and the winner of that contest will net
afull-time job as the Woking team’s
simulator driver.

Professional gaming has a growing
(youthful) fanbase with hundreds of
millions of viewers worldwide tuning in.

As the technology has improved, so has
the realism, so gamers can get the thrill of
hooking up a perfect lap around Suzuka in
the virtual world. And they know they won't
gethurt —only a bruised ego — if they
clatter into the barriers. F1 has turned to
Esports because it’s big business, with
revenues expected to hit the billions in
years to come.

In 50 years from now, who knows what
shape motorsport will be in, particularly
as manufacturers set their sights on
automated, electric vehicles. If the future is
Esports, then make sure you make the two-
day pilgrimage to Suzuka before then. It's

Hyundai team, charged through 40kgs of ballast. Porsche made publicits plans intheareasof costcapping more fun than firing up your PlayStation.
from 13thand 14th onthe gridin “Icertainly did not expect that toleave Le Mans and the World and technology, which other
race one, with Menu steeringhis and this will stay asone of the Endurance Championship at manufacturers and other teams

i30to 12th after a drivethrough.
Tarquini could only manage

best memoriesin my career,”
said 55-year-old Tarquini.

theend of thisyear.
However, PSA chairman

workingalongside us will prove
tothem.”

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

G




8 OCTOBER 11 2017 motorsport-news.co.uk

Fores’F4 plans

Monoposto race winner Alex Fores is
targeting a drive in British Formula 4
next season. The 17-year-old won races
inthe Mono 1800 class last year and
took a podium after a late deal to race
inthe Mono F3 division at Donington
Parklast month. “The idea is get give
him the opportunity to compare himself
with a current driver,” said his father
Richard, an ex-FF1600 racer. He plans
to organise a test to allow Fores to
measure himself against someone
who competed in the series this year.

NewF1000 drivers
Monoposto racer Dan Levy will return to
F1000 at Oulton Park this weekend. Levy
made his racing debut in the category back
in 2008. “I'm looking forward to making a
return,” said Levy. “l was new to motor racing
when last competing in this championship,
so am interested to see what progress I've
made since.” Rookie racer Rob Bailey will
also make his debut in the class this weekend.

Webster success

Former Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion Josh Webster made a
winning return to Carrera Cup racing
last weekend in Japan. The 23-year-old,
who won the GB crown in 2014, headed
to Suzuka to take partin the Japanese
Grand Prix-supporting Porsche Carrera
Cup Japan series. He won the second
race of the weekend on Sunday.

Dennis goes to China
Britain's Jake
Dennis took
victory on his
first outing in
the single-make
AudiR8LMS

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins
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Action in the Pickup
Truck Championship

JORDAN.TO'R) RACE'IN.PICKUP:

TRUCK FINALE-N

which will carry the Pirtek livery that

By MattJames

heusesinthe BTCC, belongingto

EXT MONTH

“Iam probably not going to get much
track time beforehand, and there will

Cup at Zhejiang British Touring Car Championship MattRoach Racing. bepeople goingforatitle, solamnot
in China, aftera racer Andrew Jordan will take partin Jordan, who claimed the BTCCin sure what to expect but I will have to
close battle with the final rounds of the Pickup Truck 2013, said he waslooking forward to be careful,” added Jordan, who
fellow European - : Championship in early November. the challenge: “It will be something finished ninthin the BTCCthis

F3 graduate Jake Dennis The WSRBMW 125i M Sportregular totally different for me, but the action term with threerace wins.

Mitch Gilbert. will swap his BTCC machine for a Matt looks greatin the series. I know Matt The Fireworks meetingat Brands

WRT racer Dennis qualified on pole for both
races, but had to fight back from a five-place
grid penalty in race two afterarace one
startline incident. Dennis also took a victory
during the mid-week China GT meeting at
Chengdu with co-driver Xu Jia.

Roach Racing-runtruck atthe Brands
Hatch Indy meetingon November4/5.
The 28-year-old willdrivea truck,

along-standing offer.

[Roach]from whenIraced in Junior
rallycrossinthe UK and thishasbeen

Hatch alsofeatures Legends, and the
finalrounds of the British Truck
Racing Championship.

Piastri and Sargeant race in Formula Renault , .
Burns returns after BMR’s Faux to Australian Supercars
I = British Formula 4 race outfit and claimed a best

Bch Inju"es in GT Cup winners Oscar Piastri and result of fourth in the opener. Thetechnical director shaped Levorg, which
BTCCracer Will Burns will make Logan Sargeant made their Ahead of the weekend, of British Touring Car haswon 14racesover
his competitionreturnin GT Cup Formula Renault debuts at Piastrisaid that the Formula Championship operation thelasttwo seasons.
this weekend at Snetterton after Hockenheim last weekend Renault Eurocupis alikely Team BMR, hasleft Team BMR also won the
beingforced tomiss the Brands Hatch in the final round of the destination for him next year. thesquad tomoveto teams’ championship
BTCCfinale through injury. Northern European Cup. “It’s most likely going to be the Australian and independent drivers’

Burnssustained threefractured F4 runner-up Piastriraced Eurocup I would say, it won’t Supercars series. championshipin 2015 with
ribs and bruisingtoalungwhen his with the Arden team - who he beF3,” hesaid. “I have done Carl Faux, whojoined Colin Turkington aboard
Team Hard Volkswagen CC was alsodrove forin F4 -and the acouple of test days in the Team BMR in 2015 after the VW CC,amachine
collected by Rob Collard’s spinning Australian finished eighth Renault car and it really is designingthe Triple Eight which had alsobeen
BMW at Silverstone, but the 27-year- in bothraces. abeast compared to the F4 RacingMG6,hastakenupa reworked by Faux.
old hasrecovered sufficiently tojoin American driver Sargeant cars. I'm expectingittobea role with thenewly created Faux said: “[BMR]is
LMP3 Cup regular Mike Newbould in competed with the R-Ace GP challenge, butIfeel 'mready.” reworked Walkinshaw inaposition whereit
aHHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4. BRDC British F3 runner-up Andretti United team. can continue to grow and

Itmarks Burns’first outing with James Pull also had his second Fauxhelpedlead improve without me. The
HHC since 2015, when hefinished FR 2.0 outing at the weekend, Team BMR tothe BTCC seedsthat were planted a
fifthin the GT4 Supercup, and his this time with Josef Kaufmann drivers’ championship longtimeago can grow
firstin Pro-Am GT racing with Racing, and took a best spoils as Ash Sutton lifted and bloom for the next
the squad which recently won the result of seventh. the2017titleinthefactory-  generation of staff.I
British GT4 title with Will Tregurtha backed Subaru Levorg. willkeepa close eye on
and Stuart Middleton. Sargeant’s Formula Techmcal director Faux Faux penned the estate- Team BMR’sresults.”

Renault debut
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ANormaMa30thatLanan ]1 use

Lanan to LMP3 Cup
with Norma for 2018

Lanan Racing will contest
the LMP3 Cup and Michelin
Le Mans Cup next year with
a Norma M30.

The squad previously ran an
LMP3 car —a Ginetta Juno-in
the European Le Mans Series
in 2015 for two races and
currently has teams in BRDC
British F3 and British GT.

The Norma M30 has been
used by other teams in the
European Le Mans Series and
has had reasonable success
against the older but more
popular Ligier model.

Graham Johnson, team
principal at Lanan Racing,
said: “The car is looking very
likely but there’s a couple of
things that have to fall into
place [to make it happen].

“Ithink we need to have
something different [a car],
not for difference sake I think
the Norma is the faster car.

“Norma is very keen for us
to do something in the UK, we
would be one of the few Norma
teams so we would get alot
of support.”

MN announced last week that
the LMP3 Cup would also switch
to Michelin tyres as of next year
—which are used in Europe -as

The fourfinalists who will
contestthe2017McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award have
beenselected.

BRDC Formula3champion
Enaam Ahmed, Formula
Renaultrace winners Max
Fewtrell and Dan Ticktum, and
Euroformula Open champion

atestinaFormula1 car, full
British Racing Drivers’ Club
membershipandan
Araicrash helmet.
Ex-F1driver Derek Warwick

Y ¥

R
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BRDC AWARDFIN

Four drivers revealed for. 2017 award

ALISTS

o \ .

-

opposed to Pirellis used in 2017.

“Idon’tthink it’s going to
turn the championship onits
head [in terms of numbers],”
added Johnson.

“It will make it easier to
gotoaracein Britain and
previously they [teams] may
have thought they don’t have
aset-up for the Pirellis [so it’s
not worth it].

“It will make it easier for
other P3 teams to do both
butit’s not amassive deal
breaker, it just takes the edge
off the cost.”

Only Scott, 21,hasbeena
finalist before.
McLaren will conduct the

Formula 2, DTM Mercedes
The winner, who will be

Awards on December 3, will
be offered a paid McLaren

Harrison Scottare thefinalists.

fitness and simulator elements
of the competition, priortoa
two-day testat Silverstonein
and McLaren GT3 machinery.

announced at the Autosport

simulatorrolefor 2018, receive

chairsthejudging panel, g [ k
which also comprises two- ENAANM AHMED MAX FEWTRELL HARRISON SCOTT DANTICKTUM
time British Touring Car Age: 17 Age: 18 Age: 21 Age: 18
champion Jason Plato, 2017:BRDCF3 2017: Sixth in Formula 2017: Euroformula 2017:Seventhin
McLaren’s Mark Williams, GT champion with Carlin Renault Eurocup with Open champion with Formula Renault
team boss and former Award Derek Warwick says: Tech 1 RP Motorsport Eurocup with Arden
winner Andrew Kirkaldy, “Enaam dominated Derek Warwick says: Derek Warwick says: Derek Warwick says:
experienced commentator Ian BRDC F3thisyear, “Maxhas had a very “Harrison completely “Danisavery exciting
Titchmarsh, and Autosport’s winning the strong seasonin dominated Euroformula prospect forthe future
Kevin Turner and Scott championship by 164 Formula Renault Openthisyear.Hewasa  andhasalready gained
Mitchell. Spa 24 Hours winner points. He has always Eurocupandimpressed finalisttwoyearsago the backing of Red Bull.
Alexander Simsisthisyear’s been very quick right in F4 lastyear when he was fresh from He has had a difficult
guestjudge. fromhiskartingdaysand by winning the F4.ltwas perhaps too couple ofyears but he
Previous Award winners it's quite incredible the championship. He only soon for him at the time, has now seen the way
include 2009 F1 world way he's progressed. just missed out on buthe comesbackquite  forward andwe are
champion Jenson Button Heisagreatguyandthe  selection lastyearso adifferentdriverandhas  impressed by how
and three-time Indy 500 kind of driver we want we're happy to see him earned this second he has developed
victor Dario Franchitti. to work with.” inthefinalfourthisyear.”  opportunity.” asaracer.”

New Formula Academy to help drivers and engineers on career path

Thefirstraces of anew single-seater
seriesthataimstobridge the gap
between kartingand Formula 4 will
take place at Pembrey this weekend.
Formula Academy will feature
carsthatused tocompeteinthe
now-defunct Formula Renault
BARC category and many of them
will be engineered by students who
are studying motorsport-related
courses. Theseriesintendstobea

learning ground for both drivers
and engineers.
Thefirsttworacesaresetto
take place ata Pembrey British
Automobile Racing Clubmeeting
with asmall entry, although series
organiser Tony Lelliott expects
numbers torise when the category
isproperly launched next year.
“Wehaveidentified that thereis
abiggapfor youngdriversthat

haven’tgotalargebudget,” hesaid.
“For people out of karting the first
stepistogetinto F4 whichisabout
£130-250,000so wearetryingto

Cowley secures Mazda Road to Indy Shootout spot with title

Brit Matthew Cowley secured
anentryintothe MazdaRoad
toIndy Shootout by winning

Cowley fought back through

joinJordan Cane on thelist

create anintermediate steptoget the US F1600 championship of Pelfrey Brits who have
some experience and prepare them atNew Jersey last weekend. won the championship,
better for thejourney they have got. Cowley and his titlerival which runs Honda engines

The other side is motorsport
engineering courses and colleges,
we wantto givethema chanceto
work inaproper race environment.”

Zach Holden clashed in the first
race of the weekend which put
Holden out. Team Pelfrey’s

arange of chassis.
“Itallows me to have an

thefield to take a podium and

and Hoosier tyres along with

opportunity,” said Cowley.
“Me and my family can’t
afford to do it [USF2000] of
our own back. Itmakesita
lot easier to get the majority
of the money andit’sareal
opportunity. It’s another big
step on the way to becoming a
professional racing driver.”

Hillspeed and
Dempsey have split

Cliff Dempsey Racinghasended its
partnership with BRDC British
Formula 3team Hillspeed, coming
into effectimmediately after the season
finaleat Donington Park last month.
Thetwo teams entered intoa
partnershipin 2016 with Cliff Dempsey
Racing continuingtorun inthe National
Formula Ford 1600 Championship.
Butteamboss Dempsey revealed the
tie-uphad now runits course.
“Ithink both of us knew it wasn’t really
workingfor us,” hesaid. “The system just

doesn’tsuitme. I was very happy with the
staff that were there, happy that the car
was quick. Butatthe end of theday I'm
soused torunning my own teamthatit’s
very, very hard to work with anyone else.
That’sreally what the problemis.

“My handshakeis my word soIstuck
there until theend. When [Jordan] Cane
left [tojoin Douglas Motorsport] I could
have gone with him butIdidn’t. Chase
[Owen] was still there and I said I'll stay
thereaslongashedoes.”

But Dempsey did notrule outa possible

Dempsey: ‘System didn’t suit me’ cause for British F3 split with Hillspeed

returnto F3, running with his own outfit.

“If Ifind two drivers with the money
thenT’drunin F3myself,” he added.
“Ilovetheseries.If thereis budget then
T'll setitup properly but my first
consideration is FF1600.”

Now thedeal hasended, Dempsey is
lookingtoincrease his participationin
FF1600for 2018. This follows the
announcement that the championship
will support theinaugural season of TCR
UK, and Dempsey plans torun four cars
havinghad twothis year.




o \Lad WA x %

o) 2 -~ A iy : : g
PROFESSIONAL VALETING SUPPLIES SVACk Wax appuceay,
> AN ancen| :

(YLLO

1
! = -

i ¢ \
y : A SLASER A




GT4 Supercup Crees’
focus with Century

Ginettastar Michael Crees will
graduateintothe GT4 Supercup
championship nextyear.

The 34-year-old from
Broadstairs willrun with the
Century Motorsportteamin
the car previously campaigned
by Ben Green.

Crees won the Leeds firm’s
GRDC+titlein hismaiden season
of racingthisterm, having only
donearriveand drive karting
beforehand. He took seven wins
fromthe 18racesand never
finished lower than fifth.

“The Supercupisgoingtobea
massive step up, butI’'moverthe
moon toevenbe thinkingabout
it,” hesaid. “Thistimelast year
Iwasjustkartingat Buckmore,
and somehow managed tofinish
secondinlastyear’s Henry
Surtees Trophy event. Things
justsnowballed from there.

“I’'vehad afewlapsaround
Blyton Parkin the G55,andit’s
very different. T have to getmy
head aroundracing withaeroand
notraction control or ABS. But
Century seemlikeagreatteam
andI'mafastlearnersol’'mgoing
in wantingtowinthe Am class.”

Creeswon 2017 GRDC+ title

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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By Stefan Mackley

The Castle Combe Racing
Clubis considering the
possibility of running three-
double headers nextyear
for Formula Ford 1600sina
bid to improve grid sizes.

Proposed plans featurenine
rounds across the season, of
which three would be 10-lap
double-headers, with one
dropped score.

Gridsizesfor Formula
Fords have dropped off at the
Wiltshire circuit compared
with last year, with an average

of only 14 cars perrace,
while the National series
has continued to grow.

“I'think it’s peoplejust doing
different things, hopefully it
will change for next year,” said
JoLewkowicz, racing club
co-ordinatorat Castle Combe.

“We’retryingtodomore
double-headersasit’s what
they [teams and drivers]
haverequested in the forum.
That’sgoingtobe putto
the guysthis weekend.

“I’ve spokentoacouple of
team people and they do say
aboutthe package [inthe

National series]. Youhavea
test day and do one or two
racesonthe Sunday.

“Ourtestinghastobeon
aThursday, that’s whatthe
[Wiltshire] council say we
havetodo.”

Castle Combe’s Finals Day
will take place this weekend,
whichincludes the circuit’s
annual Formula Ford Carnival
race that will be held for
the 21sttime.

Sofaronly 12drivers
have provisionally entered
compared with 24 who took
partintheracelastyear, with

Norton leads in
the 2016 Carnival

2016 victor and four-time
winner of the event, Ben
Norton, nottakingpart.

“It’ssurprising [more people
haven’tentered],” said Norton,
whose Spectrum from last
yearisunavailable.

“There’snotalotof money
floatingaround and for the
clubracer who wantstogo
racingtodoitat Combe you
know you're goingto have
competitiveracingand only
gotoonecircuit.”

Entries for the Carnival
remain open until Friday
morningfor competitors.
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TCR test for Swift as
he eyes new series

Former Civic Cup champion
Carl Swiftis planningtoenter
theinaugural season of TCR UK.
Swift, who won the 750 Motor
Club category titlein 2016, plans
tobuyasecond-hand TCR car
inthenextfew weekstobegin
testingahead of 2018.
“Iwanttodo TCR UK next
year and whether the car Ibuy
isgood enoughtoraceinthe
championship ornot,Iplantodo
some winter testingtoseeif I'm
onthepace,” said Swift. “Theideal
would be tohavea Civicbut
would buy whatever car if the
priceisright.Icanthenkeepit
orsellitandrun with ateam.
“I'think TCRisthefuture.I've
doneabitof Creventicracing
andthere’saclassinthere.
With theinternational rules you
canrace wherever you want.”
Swifthasonlyraced
sporadically this season, taking
avictoryin Club Enduroaswell
asmakinga couple of
appearancesin the Civic Cup.
“Idecided it would beayear
without the pressurefroma
championship,” hesaid. “It
would also save a bit of money.”

Swiftin action aboard Civic
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NIGEL
GREENSALL

Age: 55 Lives: Cheltenham
F5000 newcomer

He’s the fastestman ever
round Castle Combe
“It'sincredible thatitis 20 years
agothat|setthe Castle Combe
record, butl remember everything
about it —it was a fantastic day.

I'd not driven the Tyrrell 022 round
the circuit before race day sowe
got what we thought would be a
reasonable set-up.”

He smashed thelap
recoxrd

“First practice was torrential rain
with standing waterand I was
aquaplaning everywhere, but
was stillunder the lap record. For
qualifying we were on wets but
the track was drying so we went
quicker still. The firstlap on slicks
was the first lap of the race. From
the standing start we broke the
lap record and then went quicker
and quicker.”

There wasmore tocome
“Foralot of the lap the carwas
airborne and because we'd been
bouncing around so much we
ended up stuckin fifth gear. But
Iloved every second of it. What
was great was going round the
trackand seeing everyone
enjoying it somuch. ltwas a
greatmoment.”

Drivingan F5000 carwas
along-held dream

“As akid | can remember going

to Mallory Park and standing on

the bank watching the start of an
F5000 race. It was people like Bob
Evans and Peter Gethin and Teddy
Pilette and as a kid it blows your
socks offl From there onI've always
loved Formula5000 but never

had the chance to drive one.”

He’s worked with Neil
Glover

“Idid a couple of laps at Donington
inthe Chevron B37 earlier this year.
Simon Hadfield, who runs F5000s
for Neil Glover, asked me to help
with some coaching and he invited
me to do afew laps in the Chevron
during testing at Donington.”

HedroveaLolaon
Saturday

“Rodney Gooch at Castle Combe
was looking for some cars for
demonstration sessions at the
Autumn Classic so we went with
Neilinthe Chevronand me inthe
Lola T332 which, for me, isthe
ultimate car. | remember reading
about T332s in America with Brian
Redman, Mario Andretti, Al Unser
Snr, Danny Ongais and all those
guys. lt'san incredible car.”

By Paul Lawrence

venuein Leominster and

Three Opels, including
two from France, will take
on the Ford Escorts on
next month’s Roger Albert

Clark Rally.

Headingthe Opel contingent
will be the Ascona 400 of Theo
Bengry and Les Forsbrook on
itsfirstrally for over five years.
Both crew members live within
five miles of therally’s start

Bengry was keen tofield

Motoring News Road Rally
Championshipin 1983.

didtheR.A.C.againwe’d
bringthe Ascona,” said

wentreally well.”

Veteran historicracer Chris
Mann had tofoil the attempted

‘Disco Volante’ on Friday night
beforeracingitat Castle Combe
on Saturday.

The stunning 1950s sports car

the carthat took him tothe

“We always said that if we

Forsbrook. “Thelastevent it
did was the Somerset Stages
in2012. Butwehad a testat
Sweet Lamb recently and it

theft of hisunique AlfaRomeo6C

Bengry bought the car new
in 1980 and has owned itever
since. Hehad itrebuilt for stage
rallyingin 2009, but has used
his Ford Escort Mk2 more
often. “The stagesin Wales
onday one will be familiar
ground for us,” said Forsbrook,
who will celebrate his 64th
birthday on the opening day
of therally. “It’s great that
Colin and Nicola Heppenstall
still have the enthusiasm

was chained toitstrailer, alarmed
and boxed in by other cars outside
hishouse when the attempted theft
happened. The thief unstrapped it
and hot-wired theignition and
tried to getit off the trailer.
However, rugby player Mann,

Photos: Paul Lawrence

OPELS TO TAKE ON
ESCORTSONR.A.C.

Asconas lined up'to battl
the Ford brigade, °

Bengry will use his
1983 MN title winner

torun thebrilliantevent.”
Joining Bengry on the four-

day rally will be the Manta

400 of husband and wife team

Jean-Francoisand Aline

Berenguer and the Group B

Manta 400 of Jean-Louis Thizy

and Serge Mollar. Together

with the Ford Escort MKk1

of Dominic Lesourd and

Sebastien Chol, they will

form a three-car team from the

French Europa Racingsquad.

Racer thwarts plan to steal his Alfa Romeo 6C before Combe meet

now 75yearsold, heard thenoise
and jumped out of bed. He hauled
therobber out of the carbut was
unable to stop him running away.

Afteraquick check over, the
car wasready fortworacesat
Castle Combe.
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‘The Ferrari 512S
was the star show’
Castle Combe demos, below

Shake-up for British Historic line-up

The calendar for the 2018
MSA British Historic Rally
Championshiphasbeen
announced and thefocusis
on gettinghistoric crews the
best possible road conditions
ongravelrallies.
Themostnotable changeis
that the historic crews will
runahead of the four-wheel-
drive carsonallfive gravel
events. Four-wheel-drive

sevenralliesand eight
rounds, comprisingfive
gravel rounds and three
asphaltrounds with Rally
Isleof Man againadouble-
header. June’s Carlisle
Stagesjoinsthe calendar.
“We believe that the best
stage condition on the gravel
eventsisthe priority,” said
Colin Heppenstall. “Being
abletorunthehistorics

carsfromthenewCategory = aheadof 4x4sonallthe
4bwillnot be admitted. gravel stagesisamajor
Theschedule will take in development.”
PROVISIONAL BHRC CALENDAR
DATE | EVENT | NOTES
March24 | North Wales Stages | Run to the new Rally 2WD format
April 20 Pirelli Rally Two-wheel drives will gofirst
aslasttwoyears
June 8/9 Carlisle Stages Historics will gofirst on the road
June 23 RedKite Stages | Runto the new Rally 2WD format
July 29 Harry Flatters Rally | Asphalt event on the Epyntranges
Sept13-15 | RallylsleofMan | Asphalt double-headereventon
closed public roads
Sept28/29 | Trackrod Historic Cup | Format to be confirmed in due course

Formula 5000 was celebrated at Castle Combe on Saturday
when Neil Glover (Chevron B37) Nigel Greensall (LolaT332)
and MatthewWurr (McLaren M10B) did some brisk
demonstration laps.Wurrwas in the MicLaren used by

Peter Gethin to win at theWiltshire track in May 1970
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Bennettto R.A.C.
Twenty-fouryears after he won his
class on the Lombard RAC Rally,
Steve Bennett will contest the
Roger Albert Clark Rally in his
Ford Escort Mk2. The Ross-on-
Wye driver, a contemporary of
Richard Burnsin the Peugeot
Challenge, won Group A on the
1993 event in a Peugeot 205GTi
and returned to rallying a couple
ofyears ago after along break.

Ferrariforsale

The Ferrari F2001, chassis number
211, raced by Michael Schumacher
during his 2001 World Championship
campaign will be auctioned in New
Yorkin November. The carin which
the seven-time world champion won
the last of his five Monaco victories
will be offered for sale by Sotheby's in
New York on November 16.

Saab farewell?

Nick Pinkett hopes to campaign
his two-stroke Saab 96 on the
Roger Albert Clark Rally but thinks
it could be the last competitive
outinginthe UKforsuchacar.

A complete lack of engine
availability is making itvery
difficult to keep the famous model
running and the Bath-based
driver reckons this could be its
swansong on a UK gravel rally.

Starturn at Combe
The stunning ex-Le Mans Ferrari 5128
of Nick Mason was one of the stars of
the demonstration runs at Castle
Combe. The ex-factory carfrom 1970
won at Sebring that year but retired at
Le Mans when crewed by Derek Bell
and Ronnie Peterson.

Woodhouse’s run
Jack Woodhouse will race in
Formula Junior for the first time
this season in the HSCC Finals
Meeting at Silverstone in 10
days. The modern single-seater
race engineer has missed

the season due torace
commitments but will be backin
his Lotus 20/22 for the first time
since winning the Chateau
Impney hillclimb in July.

Bronson’s demo
Event sponsor Julian Bronson
demonstrated his front-engined
Scarab Grand Prix car at the Castle
Combe Autumn Classic ahead of late
season HGPCA races at Estoriland
Portimao. Plans for the other Scarab
of Eddie McGuire to also run were
scuppered when the car suffered diff
problems at Sparecently.

Goodwood dates

The two dates for Goodwood’s
summer eventsin 2018 have

been announced. Subjectto any
changesto the F1 calendar, the
Festival of Speed will run from July
12-15 and the Goodwood Revival
race meeting from September 7-9.
The 2018 edition of the Festival of
Speed will celebrate the event’s
25th anniversary.

HRDC finishes off
The Historic Racing Drivers’ Club will
wrap up its 2017 race programme
with three races withinthe BRSCC
Championship Finals meeting at
Donington Park on Sunday. The
inaugural Coombs Heritage Challenge
for pre-'66 Jaguar saloons will
conclude with a 30-minute race, while
the Academy, A-Series Challenge,
Touring Greats and Pre-'63 Touring
Cars share two otherraces.
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ByDavid Evans

Thierry Neuville says he has no
regrets about the risk-all strategy
which looks to have cost him his
chance of challenging Sebastien
Ogier for this year’s World Rally
Championship title.

The Hyundai star was 17 points
down on Ogier ahead of last week’s
Rally Spain, butadoubleretirement
on Saturday and Sunday allied to
Ogier’ssecond place at thefinish mean
he goesto Wales Rally GB trailing
M-Sport’s Frenchman by 38 points.

Neuvillesaid: “It’s very bad for us
inthefight for the championship.
That’s the situation and we have to
acceptit. After the problems we had
on Saturday, our chances were much
smaller to win and we had to push
hard tocomeback strongtotake some
pointsfrom the event. That we have
doneandtherearenoregrets.”

Ogier nowneeds tofinish Wales with
atleast 31 of his37-pointlead intact to

seal hisfifth consecutive title. Until
that’s done, the now third-placed
Neuville says thereis still hope.

“It’snotover,” hesaid. “Aslongas
thereisachance mathematically to
win the championship we won’t give
up. We will fight. It does change the
championship. It’s going to be much
moredifficultnow.”

The Salou-based event was a disaster
for Neuville’s Hyundai team, with all
three carsretiringduetothe same
suspension problem. Team principal

“It is part of
the game to
take risk’ ™™

\
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Michel Nandan admitted the
Frankfurt-based squad would be
looking at the strength of 120 Coupe
WRC-butpointed out there was
nothing the team could dotochange
the components ahead of thelast
tworounds of the series.
Ahomologation joker would be
needed tomake significant changesto
the carandthere’snottimetodothat
before the season’slasttwo events.
Nandansaid: “It’sa very bad
weekend. We try all weekend and we
ask thedrivertodoallthey cando.
It’strue when you try to the maximum
you can, youmust take somerisks -
and now we have totake the
consequence. Intheend all three cars
stop with the samefailure: cuttingtoo
much and damaging the suspension.
But, I havetosayit’sdifficult not to
take anyrisks. You optimise theroad
and cutabiteverywhere, sometimes it
works, butitdidn’t work here. It’s part
of the gameto take somerisks.”
Asked if he was concerned that

rival carshad hit the same postin
stage 12 without beingforced into
retirement the way Andreas
Mikkelsen and Dani Sordo were,
Nandanadded: “If it’s true, we
haveabigproblem with the car.

“When you hit something you
can damage parts. Maybe our car
ismorefragilebutit’slikethatand
we can’t change anything.”

Neuvilleadded that he would be
doingallhe could tofind a solution
ahead of Wales. “Idon’tknow if there’s
aweakness,” hesaid. “My partisto
drive the carasfastasIcanand give
the feedback from there. Carsarenot
made to go through the bushes to hit
things, but we have to analyse and
tosee-if itisthat the Ford survived
where Daniand Andreasretired, then
we have to see why we didn’t.

“Weare goingtofight hardtofind
solutions to be more competitive on
upcomingevents, we have missed
partof our success in the past couple
of races but we will come back.”

YOUR VIEW OF THE STAGES: READERS PHOTOGRAPHS

——

Neuville hasn’t given up hope on title
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‘Armstrong faces up
to a ban from the MSA’

Six months out for Scotsman, p16

IN
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ChrisIngram haslanded his
‘lastchance’tomove hisrally
career tothenextlevel after
clinchingthe ERC Junior U27
titleat Rally Liepaja on Sunday.
Thisisthe23-year-old’sfourth
seasoninthe European Rally
Championshipand Ingram
admitted ahead of the event
thatfailingtolift the €100,000
(£89,000) prize fund could
have signalled the end of his
career. And on Saturday night,
the Manchester driver feared
his chance wasslippingaway.
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Ingram kept nerve under pressure

Hetold MN: “WhenIwentto
bed on Saturday night, Ithought:
‘It’shappeningagain,I’'m going
toloseit!’Idid have some more
paceto give on Sunday, but when
Theard that [Jari] Huttunen had
gone off, Iwasreally shocked.”

Ingramended day one 25.4
seconds behind his Opel team-
mate, butamistake fromthe
Finn on Sunday’s opener put
Ingram ahead and he stayed
there until the finish.

“I’'vebeen consistentall
the way through my timein

= W
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the ERC,” said Ingram. “It’s
always been a case of knowing
thatif Icrashit, thenitcouldbe
thelast chance.Icould have gone
harder on Sunday, butI knew
there wasmorerisk there. Inthe
end,Ididn’thaveto. Thisresult
really hasn’tsunkin yet.
“I'mjustso,sohappy that
Icanfinally take thenextstep
andmoveintoanR5car.”
Theprizefund hastobeused
todrive a Skoda FabiaR50n
selected ERCrounds. Ingram
hasimmediatelyidentified

ﬂﬁ_ﬂ' nf\“k

1 Brit Ingram won in
= =8 Latvia to take title

tworallies where he’s enjoyed
successin the past: the Canaries
and Azores Rallies.

“Thave good experience from
those events and experience
really counts there,” he said.
“Ineedtowinthoseralliesto
show people whatI'm capable
of and that 'mready to step up.
I'maimingataprogramme
towards Rally GB and Rally
Spain next year, tocompetein
WRC2.ButI'vegottogetalotof
experience of the R5 car before
Ithink about doingthat.”
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THE VOICE OF RALLYING

COLIN
CLARK

“The MSA has set
a precedent with
this decision”

’m back home at my kitchen table
after afabulously exciting Rally

of Spain and I swear | can still hear
them laughing in the service park
in Salou.

And it's not the laughter from the
somewhat raucous Meeke-Nagle celebration
party that's ringing around half of Europe and
stretching its tentacles to the darkest corners of
Stoke-on-Trent. Nope, it's the unbridled laughter of
the world's rallying community. You know that kind
of response you get to, say, one of Billy Connolly's
genius stand-up routines: deep belly laughs, tears
streaking the face and blurring the eyes.

Unable to catch a breath from the sheer force
of laughter. Yes, that kind. The kind | witnessed
allweekin Spain and sadly it's still going on.

And the cause of this wondrous merriment?

The seemingly completely out of touch judiciary
who sit on the Motor Sport Council's National
Court. Those eminently qualified folk who found
itin their wisdom to hand down a six-month
competition ban and £1000 fine to former Scottish
Rally champion Jock Armstrong for the heinous
crime of bearing his hairy buttocks to arally car

o

Punctures ruined Jari Hutfunen’ carge

Huttunen’s pain is eased by new deal with Hyundai
Jari Huttunen’spain at Wales Rally GBlater this beinaposition to win the
missing outon a £90,000 month. Buthe won’tbein championship, he will have
payday from the ERC was anofficial car. thechance. Atthe moment,
eased with thenews that Team principal Michel therules[for WRC2] aren’t
hecould contestasmany Nandansaid: “Heiskeento  decided,sowedon’tknow
asnine World Rally startand todoRally GB, so exactly how many rallies
Championshiproundswith  wehave connectedhimwith hehastodo, butitwill be
Hyundainextseason. acustomerteam whocan seven and possibly one or
The Finn was selected as supply a car for thisevent. twomore.”
partof Hyundai’sdriver Wearekeen tostarttesting Huttunen wasleadingthe
development programme with him soon. ERC Junior U27 category
- fornextseasonand will “Fornextyear, it’ssure when he suffered two
makehisdebutinthe thathewilldothecomplete  punctures goingoff theroad
Korean firm’s colours at WRC2programme, he will on Sunday morning.

Full entry list for
Wales Rally GB

Thismonth’s Wales Rally
GBwill start more current
World Rally Carsthanon
any otherround of the
championshipsofar.

Fifteen 2017 specification
cars will take the start of
the October 26-29 test after
Norwegian driver Henning
Solberg was confirmedasa
late starterin an M-Sport-run
Ford Fiesta WRC. The
Cumbrian-built cars will be
themost popular, with private
entriesfrom Solbergand Mads
Ostbergsupplementing
the threefactory carsfor
Sebastien Ogier, Ott Tanak
and Elfyn Evans.

Hyundai brings four cars,
asrevealed last week, while
Citroen and Toyota will field
regular three-carentries.

The FIA has signed off the
entry listfor the penultimate
round and confirmed a
23-strong WRC2field, butjust
two WRC3 starters. Seventy-
eight carsarescheduled to
starttheinternationalfield.

Revamp for slimmed down 2018 Junior World Rally Championship

Next year’s Junior World Rally
Championship calendar will have
anoverhaul and startin Sweden
for thefirst time since 2010.

The series will berun by
M-Sport, continuing touse arrive
anddrive Ford FiestaR2Ts, butit
will be cut from six tofive rounds.
Afterstartingin February on the
WRC’s only snow rally, the crews
move tomore familiar groundin
Corsica, Portugal and Finland
beforeafinaldouble-header
eventin Turkey.

Precisedetails of the prize for
the championship and the scoring
structure have yettobedecided,
butfinal plans are expected later
thismonth. The decision toreduce
the number of ralliesis born out
of the desireto cut costsinvolved.
Theentryfeeforthisyear’s
seriesis £150,000, which covers
everythingexceptthe crew’s
personal expenses.

M-Sport’s Maciej Woda said:
“We’ve worked really hard on
our one-make series over the years

and believe we have established a
successful and competitive format
alongside the FIA. Next year,

we wanttotakeitastepfurther
tointroduce more diversity —
somethingtheintroduction of
allthreesurfacesallows.”

@ Spaniard Nil Solans won this
year’s Junior WRCtitleathome
in Spain. His fourth class win
from six starts was enough to
ensure he takesall seven prize
drives inan M-Sport Ford Fiesta
R5nextseason.

Sebastien Loeb
was second inthe
Rally of Morcco
as MNclosed
for press earlier
thisweek.The
Frenchman’s
Peugeot 3008
DKRwas
behind Nasser
Al-Attiyah’s
Toyota.The
event finished
yestexrday
(Tuesday).

being driven non-competitively.

It genuinely defies belief on anumber of levels.
Firstly, how the hell did this even get to court?
Surely a quiet word and a stern telling off would
have sufficed. Secondly, what kind of precedent
does this now set?

Every future punishment handed down by this
court willnow quite rightly be benchmarked against
Armstrong’s minor misdemeanour. They've created
arigid rod for their own backs that will cause serious
discomfort for some time. They are going to have to
start handing down 10-year bans for competitors
and teams caught cheating. Class A drugs in your
system on an event? Surely the only option now is
to give the perps a lifetime ban? Sounds extreme,
but it's proportionate — something the Motor Sport
Council’s court failed miserably to be when Jock
Armstrong stood in front of them last week.

Listen, Armstrong was on the event as amarshal
and we all respect the serious and professional job
the legions of marshals do across the UK in support
of British motorsport week in, week out. As a
tabard-wearing marshal, you really can’t go bearing
your bottom to mates on road sections and Jock
should have been told off. But it's the ridiculously
high-handed, disproportionate response and
somewhat pompous tone of the ruling that's got
folkin the UK, and in particular in Scotland, fired up
andriled.

| came across a social media post from one of the
world's top drivers in Spain last weekend where he
filmed and seemingly posted a video while driving a
World Rally Car on aroad section. This kind of
behaviouris most certainly “highly detrimental to
the interests of motorsport” and furthermore could
“create arealrisk of danger.” If mooning a mate gets
you sixmonths, filming and posting a selfie has to
be, what? At least ayear? Now that might upset this
year's World Rally Championship. And yes, | know:
different judiciaries and different jurisdictions. But
nevertheless, when we've wiped away those tears
of laughter, some serious food for thought.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Armstrong: 2015- i

’16 SRC champion |

SIX-MONTH

Scot exposed himself to'an oncoming competitor

ByJack Benyon

Jock Armstrong could miss the
opening two rounds of nextyear’s
Scottish Rally Championship after
being banned for six months by the
Motor Sports Council National
Court for showing his buttocks to
acompetitoron a stage.
Armstrong, 47, wasmarshalling
onthe Solway Coast Rally on August
5/6 when he exposed himself toa
competitor, Niall Cowan, whoisa
good friend of Armstrong; he
sponsors Cowan’'sMGZR.
Photographer Eddie Kelly took an
image of the incident for what
Armstrongthought wasaprivate joke,
although Kelly posted the shot on
Facebook, which the driverlater
confirmed he was “OK” with.
Armstrongreceived a six-month

banand a £1000fine at the National
Courtlast week. It means he will miss
the Snowman (February 10) and the
Border Counties (March 10) rallies,
unless he successfully appeals. The
ban starts from the date of the court
judgement, October 3.

“This week makes me more famous
forthat than winning the Scottish Rally
Championshiptwoyearsinarow,”
said Armstrong. “Ifully understand
they havetotakeaction asI was wearing
anMSA tabard.

“Eddie put the picture on [Facebook],
hedidn’task my permission, butI
was OK with thatasit wasaharmless
picture,'mnot doing anything wrong.

“The event was short of marshals, so
Iwenttohelp out. The Solway Car Club
have donealotformeovertheyears,
Isponsor the Galloway Hills Rally [a
round of the SRC]and they organise

thateventand they doagoodjob.I
thoughtI’d put something back in when
Igotthe chanceandIdid that weekend.

“To get knocked over with a £1000 fine:
they’ve made an example of me.T've
come away and not said anything
further.I'mjust gatheringmy thoughts
and [will] see whatIcando.IThaven’'t
made my mind up yet whetherit’s
worthwhile to appeal.Idon’t know the
appeal process. The funny thingis, Ican
gooutand marshal tomorrow.”

Armstrong claims that Cowan didn’t
even see him, asthe competitor wasn’t
at competitive rally speed after hitting
abalejustbefore theincident took
place,damagingthecar.

The photographer who posted the
picture, Kelly,added: “I'm obviously
disappointed for Jock and what was,
atthetime,alighthearted momentin
thesunonalocal event, hasbeen

LLY BAN

scrutinised ina very public manner
andissubjecttoa widerange of opinion.

“Ibelieve thatthere wasnever any
intention to cause offence and Jock
wasinnodanger from where he
was standing.

“Alonglens compressed the
perspective making him look closer to
theroad than he may have appeared.
There wereno spectatorsintheareaand
this wasintended as a private joke
between Jock and the competitor.

“Theironyisthat postingtheimage
wasintended to highlight the positive
contribution a prominent Scottish
competitor wasmakingtorallying
by turning out tomarshal for
the weekend.

“Jockisacolourful characterin
the sportin Scotland and the support
hehasreceived online and in person
inthelast week, has shown that many

aredisappointed at the outcome of
thisincident.”

Theissuehas caused anoutcryinthe
rallying community against thelevel
of punishmentissued. The Motor
Sports Association, responsible for
governingmotorsportinthe UK,
referred the incident tothe National
Court, whichisindependent of the
MSA asisitsjudgements.

The Scottish Rally Championship also
issued a statement: “The SRC and its
supportersare saddened to hearthe
news that Jock Armstrong willnot be
able to compete in the openingrounds of
the 2018 Scottish Rally Championship.

“Weare disappointed at thelength
of licence suspension, as Jock
Armstrongisanassetto Scottish
rallying and we look forward to
himrejoining the championship at
theearliest possible date.”

The finding of the court and what Armstrong needs to do to have the ban suspended

The National Court sat on October
3, with David Munro, Peter Riches
and John Felix on the panel. While
the incident was referred to the
court by the MSA, the rulingis
made by the independent court.
Theruling read: “The court

views this type of behaviour as
highly detrimental to the interests

of motorsport and regards it as
creating areal risk of danger.

“It cannot be excused.

“Mr Armstrong was actingas a
marshal at the time and was under
a duty to promote safety rather
than to cause any risk to anyone.

“Offences of this type must
incur substantial penalties, and

accordingly the court suspends Mr
Armstrong’s competition licence
for a period of six months and
orders that he makes a £1000
contribution towards costs.”
Armstrong’s only hope for
competing in the SRC’s opening
two rounds next year is if his ban
issuspended. He can ask the

National Court to suspend his
penalty under the following
criteria set outin the MSA blue
book: “The National Court has
theright toremit any unexpired
term of a suspension or
disqualification, as it may think
fit. Requests for remission of
sentence must be submitted in

writing to the National Court,
accompanied by anon-returnable
fee as detailed in Part 3, Appendix
1 [which for Armstrong would

be £460]. Where possible, the same
court which applied the penalty
will deal with the application and
entirely in writing, with no right
to an oral hearing.”

FINGHAM AND KAJETANOWICZ TAKE ERC TITLES AS GRYAZIN WINS )’IIEIE]
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Bosch Motorspeet

ByJack Benyon Trophy win on the Trackrod
earlier thismonth in hisfirst
full season of forestrallying.
“Hopefully we’ll make the most
of the opportunity thatarises.I’ve
never driven with asequential
box before, it’sabit of astepup : 3 gy
[but]Ilike abit of a challenge. : S 3 L1 FEMASTED gy

“Iknew thisyearthatif I . - . - !
McCombie returns to headline stellar GB entry

crashed, that would beit,soI've
driven at around 80 per cent this
year. We've been up there and Bruce McCombie willreturntothe
beating guys who have beenin the Wales Rally GB National Rally he
woods for afew years.” won last year aspartof abumper
Currie could step up toafour- 88-carbilling.
wheel-drive carnextyearin Theformat of the eventhas changed
the BTRDA, although his work this year from three days to two, with
involves two weeks on and two theaction on Saturday and Sunday
weeks off, soany series willneed over 59.86 stage miles.
tofitwith that. “I'mabitlimited Scot McCombie won last year’s
eventin his Mitsubishi Lancer E9
and enters the same car. Alsoamong

[by work], but whateverIdoit
needstobeastep up.I'mthinking

thefrontrunnersare Dylan Davies
(Subaru)and Barry Jordan, who

Alasdair Currie haswon an
entryinto Wales Rally GB
National in a Ford Fiesta R2,
afterfinishing second in
the Fiesta ST Trophy.
InJuly the seriesannounced
. anew prizestructure, which
awards the ST Trophy champion
tworoundsin the British Rally
Championshipinthe R2 courtesy
of lubricant sponsor Castrol,
which ownsthecar.
Thesecond prizeisanentryin
Rally GB, and Currie believes he
" hasraised the costsneeded to get
thecartotheeventandtorunit.
“We’ve got some help from
folks and some sponsors, so we
should getatestin the carthe
week before GB, and goand get
comfortableinthecar,” said
Currie, whotook hisfirst ST

Prize drive is in
Castrol’s Fiesta R2

OTABLE ENTRIES

switches from a Hillman Avengertoa ‘WalesRally GB National, October217/28
Citroen DS3R5. Teuan Rowlandsis the
first Ford Escort Mk2 on theroad, 200 |Bruce McCombie/Michael Coutts |Mitsubishi Lancer E9
while BTRDA Silver Star champion 201 |Roger Duckworth/TBC Subaru Impreza WRC
Ashley Daviesisalsoamongthe order. 202 [Thomas Preston/TBC Skoda Fabia RS
JoeEvett, another class frontrunner 203 |Dylan Davies/Llion Williams _|Subaru Impreza
on hisoutingsinthe BTRDA, willrun 205 |Andy Davies/Max Freeman _ |Subarulmpreza
hisMGZR. 207 |Barry Jordan/James Gratton-Smith | Citroen DS 3 RS
The Armed Forces Rally Team 211 |leuan Rowlands/EmyrHall  |Ford Escort Mk2
returns with asquadron of Land 224 |Joe Evett/Rob Gilham MGZR
Rovers, while Ginetta Supercup driver 227 |Alasdair Currie/Steven Brown|Ford Fiesta R2
Seb Perez willrestart hisrally career 247 |Seb Perez/Steve Smith Ford Escort Mk2
inanother Escort MKk2.

about four-wheel-drive, maybe
aclubman Subaru,” he said.

b
b

Electric Renault rally car makes competitive debut in the hands of Cameron Davies

Blackwood had lessthananhour’s
experience of the car priortotherally butran
ashigh as 32nd before missingasplit that
earned them a stage maximum. They
finished therally 41st from 45 finishers.

For Davies, it was asecond claim tofame
atthe Wigan track after he became thefirst
Junior driver to startarally when he was top
seed in the 2009 Roskirk Junior Stages. That
wasat the wheel of a Nissan Micra, which is
very different tothe Zoe. The Renautlacks

Rallying history was made on Wigan &
District Motor Club’s Adgespeed Stages
on Sunday when a battery powered
Renault Zoe madeits debutin the hands
of Cameron Davies.

Thealmost standard car, prepared to
Formula 1000 specification with the addition
of competition suspension and safety
equipment, ran faultlessly throughoutand
had enough power inreserve tocompletea
further stage. Davies and co-driver Andrew

agearbox and automatically brakesasthe
driverlifts off the throttle.

Daviessaid: “The automatic braking gets
abitof gettingused to but despiteit
effectively havingjust onelong gearIthink
performance-wise it would be competitive
againsta Micraor a Citroen C1.

“I'think we gave ita successful debut
and set some competitive stage times.

I’d definitely like to do another event in
thecar.”

o

BRC Junior frontrunner Davies kicked off electric rallying in UK

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Dafydd Sion Lloyd (Peugeot 306 GTi-6); 8
Steve Knibbs/Dorian Evans (Proton Satria
GTi); 9 Wyn Owens/Jenny Evans (Escort);

Photo: Michael Gilbe:

Knockhill rally test day open to 13-year-olds

Knockhill Race Circuit

Michael Gilbey kept his
Welsh Championship hopes

secured the series win. Their

caters for 14- to 17-year-olds winning margin of over four

has joined forces with the allowing a first step into alive by guiding Kevin Davies  and a half minutes belieda 10 Damian Cole/ Carl Williamson (Escort).
Ecosse Junior 1000 Challenge rallyingin one-litre machines tovictoryonthe 1000 Lanes  close battle with Matt Class winners: Jonathan Olver/Kieran

. . . " X Price (Escort); Craig Harries/Jamie Clifford
organisers to help promote like the Nissan Micra and Rally on Saturday night. Warren/Andy Pullan; the Jones (Mazda MX-5).
the forthcoming Teen Test Citroen C1 on single-venues. They finished just nine latter crew picking up afive- ]
Driver Day on Saturday, The attendees are given as secondsaheadoflan‘Dude’  minute penalty formissinga  37th Devils Own Rally

Organiser: Kirkby Lonsdale MC When:

October 21. much instruction and help Roberts/Dylan Jenkins, code board on a hard tofind Qctober 7 Where: Southern Cumbria
Each year Knockhill as they need thanks to keepingJenkinsinthe series  track. Warren still won the Championships: HRCR Clubman Route:
hosts an event for 13- to Knockhill and other — lead with two rounds to go. drivers' championship. 180 miles and 8 tests Starters: 65.
17-year-olds to get their challenge supporters and i . Mark ‘GT’ Roberts only TanMills | 6u Woodcock/Ryan Pickering (Ford
A N 5 5 .. Escort) 12m45s; 2 Graeme Comnthwaite/
first taste of driving and also some of Scotland’s top World Rally Championship event needs tofinish one event Results Al Proster (Marris Mini) +4m3Ts; 3 Matt
this year there will be the rally drivers who will also winner Nicky Gristwentbackto his to clinch the drivers' title. :]““" l_ﬂ"'{SHRﬂtliWOf e Valls Auto Gy ATENVAndy Puln (Escot); 4 Nick
added attraction of arally attend the event. routes over the weekend, in the zero The HRCR Clubman WrI?:::SOE(:t-th? 75/8 Wl?e r::%fergaeeml:y g!uﬁha[ﬂ/ Eucharddsrluzméa (Escun)lil 5
cardrive. The event is open to all, carforthe 1000 Lanes road rally.The Championship keptits Championships: WAMC Route: 115 St thﬁ‘?g"_"ﬁ Pl Bl:;‘ggé /fln'ﬁfla"
To enhance the event although thereis a charge eventpasses Grist’shouse just 200 toughest eventforthe miles Starters: 66. Youd (Porsche 811 Carrera); 7 James Pete
further, the Junior 1000 for those who wish to yards away, and he revisted his routes 13thand final counter, the AL il Oy (e Tyson/Neil Harrison (Wini Cooper S); 8
Chall - . . g & g ; Escort) 1m33s; 2 lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/Dylan  pyccell Smith/Dan Harrison (Triumph
allenge will also have participate. bynavigating for the same driverhe aptly named Devils Own Jenkins (VW Golf Ti) +3s; 3 Refan O
R g g h pe ! X Dolomite Sprint); 9 John Haygarth/Bob
apresence toinform Packages from £49 to started his careerwith inthe MNRoad Rally. Guy Woodcock took  Jones/ Cadog Davies (SEAT Iiza); 4 Kevin - aroreaves (Opel Kadett Rallye); 10 Simon
youngsters and parents £79 are available. For more Rally Championship, Steve Davies, ina his second successive (I}’enﬁlavy%nes/l&?n Jamsn(lTuyma s/ Nathew Vokes (VW Galf GT).
what’s involved in the information visit: knockhill. Ford Escoxt Mk2.After enjoying the run, win on the event, while his (é’;go%', % Motthon Jonos /Ri:m ,F; = glass pRTRS l:’pdr%vhtlhgwsn&/gﬁye
championship, which com/teen-test-driver-day. the crew gota puncture close to the end. navigator Ryan Pickering Marris (Vauxhall Astra); 7 Craig Judd/ Rﬂyoiis( (H?IfrﬁanuA\llz)r{ger)l. e
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INGRAM IS ERC
JUNIOR l127 GHIIMP i:

ERC Under 27

Overall

Neiksans (Mitsubishi Lancer E9).

Flat Out Trophy: Chris Ingram.

1 Chris Ingram/Ross Whittock (Opel Adam R2) 1h28m17.4s; 2 Martin Sesks/
Andris Malnieks (Peugeot 208 R2); 3 Filip Mares/Jan Hlousek (208 R2); 4 Jari
< Huttunen/Antti Linnaketo (Adam R2); 5 Aleks Zawada/ Grzegorz Dachowski
(Adam R2); 6 Kristof Klausz/Botond Csanyi (208 R2).

1 Nikolay Gryazin/Yaroslav Fedorov (Skoda Fabia R5) +1h19m22.1s; 2 Kalle
Rovanpera/Jonne Halttunen (Ford Fiesta R5) +18.5s; 3 Lukasz Habaj/ Daniel
Dymurski (Fiesta R5); 4 Jose Suarez/Candido Carrera (Peugeot 208 T16 R5); 3
5 Albert von Thurn und Taxis/Bjorn Degandt (Fahia R5); 6 Reinis Nitiss/ Maris

Class winners: ERC Junior Under 28: Gryazin/ Fedorov ERC Junior Under
27: Ingram/Whittock ERG2: Tibor Erdi/ Gyorgy Papp (Lancer E10) ERC3:
Ingram/Whittock. ERC Ladies’ Trophy: Tamara Molinaro Colin McRae ERC

=

Ingram also took
: second ERCS3 title .o

= _ —
- oz

T -

hrisIngram
startedleg
two of Rally
Liepaja, the
2017ERC
finale, witha
mountain-
orrather 25.4s—to climb.

Team-mate Jari Huttunen,
Hyundai’snew WRC2recruit,
wasinfrontand headingto the
European Junior title thathad
eluded the Briton since 2014.

Unabletolive with the Finn
through therain-affected and
increasingly rutted Saturday
stages, Ingram’s pursuit of the
crown-and the £90,000
championship promoter
Eurosport Events will put
towards an R5-mounted ERC
Junior Under 28 campaign in 2018—
was beginningto wither.

Atthefinish of Sunday morning’s
firsttest, Ingram was soundinglike
aman headingfor defeat, having
lostthetitlein Latvialast year.

“That was unbelievably tricky,
notagoodstageatall, really
bad,” Ingram said. “Iwas having
moments everywhere, theroad
wasan absolute mess.”

Butthere wasasilverliningafew
metres up theroad in the shape of
Huttunen’s stranded Opel Adam.
The Germanmachine had picked
uptwo punctures.

With one spare on board, two
stagesand alengthy road section
beforeservicein Liepaja, Ingram
hadachance. Although thereality
of thesituation was takingtime
toregister.

“That’sbizarre,Idon’t know what
tosayaboutthattobehonest.I'min
shock,” said Ingram, who was now
47.4sahead of Huttunen,amargin
that would increase to 1m37.4s by
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Ka o’ withdrew in despair after helicopter crash

thetime hereached service.
“Jari’s pace wasfierceand
Istruggled tomatch him, especially
ontherough stages,” he said later.
“Butthen hehad alotof badluck,
which was crazy butI've been
unlucky as well this year. Iknew
today was goingto be tricky with
difficult stages butIhad faith.”
With SS10 cancelled to allow
rescue crews to attend the scene of
ahelicopteraccident closetothe
stagefinish, Ingramnotonly
had thefaith butjust two stagesto
completeand atidylead. Although
Huttunen hit back with twofastest
times, Ingram finished the season
1mo06.9s and 17 points ahead of the
Finn, histhree wins from six starts
decisiveand makingupforatricky
mid-season spell, which included
co-driver Elliott Edmondson
departingand Ross Whittock
recruited for the final two rounds.
Nikolay Gryazin’s wait for major
ERCsuccess wasalsoover. The
Russian, who turned 20 on thefirst
day of therally, held off Kalle
Rovanpera for his first outright
win, aresultthat, accordingto
co-driver Yaroslav Fedorov,
more than made upfor his

Acropolisexitin June whenan
inferno engulfed their Skoda while
they were leading nearingtheend
of thefirstday of running.

Rovanpera, meanwhile,
impressed on hisfull ERC debut,
which alsomarked hisfirstrun
inan M-Sport Ford FiestaR5in
competition. With rain, wind and
mud lashingthe Latvian stages,
theeventrepresentedideal
preparation for Rally GB, where
the 17-year-old willmake his
world championship debutlater
thismonth.

While Gryazin celebrated,
Kajetan Kajetanowicz’s capture
of arecord-breaking third
consecutive ERC crown was
marred when itemerged a close
friend had been killed and one
seriouslyinjured in the downed
helicopter. Distraught, the
Pole withdrew.

Bruno Magalhaes, histitlerival,
crashed onthe samefastand
flooded right-hander on the Liepaja
City Stage, thatalso claimed Alexey
Lukyanuk, on Saturday evening.

Lukyanuk hadled the event
before electrical issues struck.

Photo: KG Rally Pics

HURSON WINS IN ROAD-MODE IN DONEGAL

Donegal Harvest Rally

ByAdamHall

Organiser: Donegal Motor Club When: October 7
Where: Dunfanaghy, County Donegal Championship:
Sligo Pallets Border Rally Championship Stages: 9
Starters132.

Peadar Hurson setfastesttimes
onallnine stages of the Donegal
Harvest Rally on his way to
winningthe Creeslough-based
eventinaright-hand-drive
Ford FiestaRS WRC.
Hurson’srally wasn’tall plain
sailing, however, as an engine
misfire on the firstloop of
stagesforced him torunthe
World Rally Carinroad-mode
fortheremainingstages,
meaningno anti-lagsystem.
Hursonled from the startas
number one seed, Declan Boyle,
slid his FiestaRS WRC off the
road on the opening section of

thefirst stage. Joseph McGonigle

was unable tomatch the pace of

the WRC Fiesta and finished in
second position, aminute behind
theleadersin his Skoda Fabia R5.

Roundingout the podium was
Ryan Loughran who finished as
top two-wheel-drive runner in his
Ford Escort Mk2. Kevin Eves had
beenleading the battle untilhe
bentabottom steering arm on
his Toyota Corolla after clipping
arock on SS6, forcinghimto
retire from therally.

Damien Toner’s Millington-
powered Ford Escort MKk2
charged tofourth overall and
took Class 14 honours after
survivingamechanical scare
on SS1. Toner’s Mk2 was hauled
uponitsside by hisfellow
competitorsashefixedthecar’s
differential before goinginto SS2.

A second-fastesttime on SS8
helped Donegal native Brian
Brogan charge back tofifth

overall afterlosing time on wrong

tyres through the openingloop.

Heheaded off perennial Group N
winner Shane Maguire.

Ed O’Callaghan won Class 13
inseventh overall aboard his
Escort MK2.

Border champion, Mickey
Conlon was second in Class 13
behind O’Callaghan, although
John Bonner and Rory Kennedy
were sandwiched between them
inthe overall results with Bonner
eighth and Conlon ninth overall.

Johnny Jordan won Class 11R
after survivingabigmoment
on SS2tofinish 10th overall.

British Rally Championship
frontrunner Marty McCormack
finished fourth in Class 13in
an historic-spec Mk2, 12th
overall with Barney Mitchell
onthenotes.

Donagh Kelly-the2015Irish
Tarmacand Irish National
champion-wason00dutiesina
freshly built Opel Ascona 400,
recalling the car James Cullen

Hurson won with no ALS

drove tosecond on the 1988
Donegal International Rally. The
livery was applied by Mitchell.
Results

1 Peadar Hurson/Damien Connolly (Ford Fiesta
WRC) 1hr 3m 10s; 2 Joseph McGonigle/ Ciaran
Geaney (Skoda Fabia R5) +1mTs; 3 Ryan Loughran/
Brendan McElinney (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Damien
Toner/Denver Rafferty (Escort Mk2); 5 Brian
Brogan/Damien McGettigan (Escort Mk2); 6 Shane
Maguire/ Darragh Kelly (Mitsubishi Lancer E9);

T Ed 0’Callaghan/Raymond Scott (Escort Mk2);

8 John Bonner/Rory Kennedy (Escort Mk2);

9 Mickey Conlon/Ciaran McPhillips (Escort Mk2);
10 Johnny Jordan/Gary McNern (Toyota Starlet).
Class winners: Eamon Kelly/ Conor Foley (Honda
Civic); Will Graham/Steve Davey (Fiesta R2); Adrian
Cannon/Bernard Gallagher (Civic); Maguire/ Kelly;
Colin Quirk/Kaine Treanor (Fiesta R5); Shane Carr/
Ciaran Carr (Vauxhall Nova); Kevin McLaughlin/
Patrick Gallagher (Civic); Jordan/McNern; Brian
Armstrong/ Mo Downey (Escort Mk2); 0’Callaghan/
Scott; Toner/Rafferty; Mark Murphy/Michael
Hamilton (Civic); Stephen McFerran/James
McKeefrey (Escort Mk2); Aaron McLaughlin/

Enda McBride (Fiesta).

Harold Palin
Memorial Stages

By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Eastwood & District MC When: October 8
Where: Fulbeck, Lincolnshire Championship:
ANEMMC, EMAMC Stages: 8 Starters 63.

Itwasafairly cautious start

for Arron Newby and Andrew
Leach’s Subaru Impreza, butit
paid dividends as a seven-second
openingstagelead grew toa55s
victory, setting the fastest time
onall butonestage.

Dave Welch/Steve McNulty
led the chaseall day, buta
mistake onstagethreeanda
field trip and stall on stage
four costthem dearly.

John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton
hadrecovered from visitinga
ditch on stage two to share third
with fellow Impreza crew Gary
Wayne/Neal Bloor. Buta wrong
slot on stagefive put Griffiths
out, while Waynefinally lost out
toRoss Daniels/Paul Mankin’s
Imprezainalast stage duel for

NEWBY ADDS TO WIN COUNT

thefinal position on the podium.
Havingheld third after the
opening run, Hugh Peat/Paul
Swallow’s Mitsubishi Lancer E9
secured fifth despite a stagefive
puncture, with Stuart Newby/
John Cope’s Impreza sixth.
Dave Hornbrook/Ann
Forster’s Mitsubishi E4lost
outto Newby Senior onthe
penultimate stage, buthad
enough in hand toretain seventh
fromtherecovering John
Tolson/BrianIlaria, while John/
Ryan Godbehere’s Impreza and
Luke Sparrow/Robert Ginn’s
Lancer E9rounded off the top 10.
Results
1 Arron Newby/Andrew Leach (Subaru Impreza)
50m53s; 2 Dave Welch/Steve McNutty (Impreza) +55s;
3 Ross Daniels/ Paul Mankin (Impreza); 4 Gary Wayne/
Neal Bloor (Impreza); 5 Hugh Peat/ Paul Swallow
(Mitsubishi Lancer ES); 6 Stuart Newby/John Cope
(Impreza); 7 Dave Hornbrook/Ann Forster (Lancer E4);
8 John Tolson/Brian llaria (Impreza); 9 John
Godbehere/Ryan Godbehere (Impreza); 10 Luke
Sparrow/Robert Ginn (Lancer E9).
Class winners: Mick Pickles/ Beverley Warren (Proton
Satria); Andy Graham/Gav Collins (Ford Escort Mk2);
Des Moody/ lan Haynes (Escort Mk1); Roger Titley/
Michele Petrie (BMW 323).

John and Alex Stone dominate another Three Sisters event with classy performance

Adgespeed Stages

ByPhilJames
Organiser: Wigan & District MC When: October 8 Where:

Three Sisters Gircuit, Wigan Championship: ANWCC; SD34;

ANCC; AWMMC; Three Sisters Rally Challenge Stages: 12
Starters51.

John and Alex Stone completed
acleansweep of victoriesinthe
Three Sisters Rally Challenge
bringing their Ford Fiesta S2500
home 20 seconds ahead of
Mark Kelly and Andy Baker’s
Ford Escort Mk2.
Havingresolved some early

overheatingissues, the father
and son crew headed the standings
from the start, with Kelly, who
struggled for traction in the early
damp conditions, remainingas
their closest rival throughout.
Andrew Morrisand Chloe
Thomas completed the podium
placesin another Escort Mk2
after ousting the Vauxhall Corsa
of Ryan Burns and Steve Hallmark
onstage four. Burns wasranked
fourth by virtue of hisfaster
opening stage time after tying with
the Escort Mk2 of Mark Smithand

his debutant co-driver Tim Nun.
Sean Cassidy and Sean Devlin
took sixth placein their Fiesta
ahead of the BMW M3 of Chris
Ransley and Chris Sharpe-
Simkiss. Ransley claimed
the Heartof England
Championship Driver’s crown
after brake problems forced
Andy Corner and Ade Camp to
retire their Peugeot 205.
Stuartand Louise Gilks
recovered from aslow starttoend
theday eighth in their Sunbeam
Lotus, onesecond ahead of the

Escort Mk2 of Graham Brindley
and David Evans. Richard Poole
and James Dowley completed
thetop 10in their BMW M3.
Results

1 John Stone/Alex Stone (Ford Fiesta S2500) 2TmdTs;
2 Mark Kelly/Andy Baker (Ford Escort Mk2) +20s; 3
Andrew Morris/ Chloe Thomas (Escort Mk2) +1m22s;
4 Ryan Bums/Steve Hallmark (Vauxhall Corsa); 5 Mark
Smith/Tim Nun (Escort MK2); 6 Sean Cassidy/Sean
Devlin (Fiesta); 7 Chris Ransley/ Chris Sharpe-Simkiss

(BMW M3); 8 Stuart Gilks/ Louise Gilks (Sunbeam Lotus);

9 Graham Brindley/ David Evans (Escort MK2); 10 Richard
Poole/James Dowley (BMW M3).

Class winners: Gethin Jones/Tomos Williams (Vauxhall
Nova); Burns/ Hallmark; Smith/ Nun; Cassidy/ Devlin;
Cameron Davies/Andrew Blackwood (Renault Zoe).

Photo: Pro-Rally Photography

Stone famlly took a dommant victoryin M1111ngton Fiesta
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Citroen driver stuns with his fifth career victory

imi Hendrix never took
aguitarlessoninhislife.
Nobody taught David
Bowie how toplay the
piano. They took their
instruments and made
sense of them. Last
week in Spain, Kris Meeke did

the same with a Citroen C3 WRC.
For much of the summer thisman
and that machine have been at
complete odds. Not last week.
Meeke didn’t give anybody a look
in at Rally of Spain. Meeke, Paul
Nagle and their French motor
crushed allcomersin Catalunya.
They made music.

Dayone:72.02 miles;
Six stages

Weather: sunny 16-28°C

Having answered the next year
question for the millionth time, getting
into his Ford Fiesta WRC on Friday
morning must have come as a blessed
relief for championship leader
Sebastien Ogier.

The Frenchman had spent the last
week or so telling people he’d parked
2018 talk while he got on with the
business of bringing2017toa
successful conclusion. An explanation
of that plan drew the same response.

“Yeah, but where are you going?”

The start of therally meant theend
of such talk. And the start of another
familiar conversation: gravel, road-
sweeping and runningorder.

There was a vague threat of rain
inland from the Costa Daurada, but
Friday dawned beautifully bright,
sunny and soon to be hot. This was not
what Ogier had ordered. He knew he
would be sacrificed, buthehad a plan.
Aplanhe wasn’t willing to share.
Luckily, team principal Malcolm
Wilson wasinonit.

“Watch him on the Tarmac
sections...” grinned the Cumbrian.

Thisday of Spanish dirt south of
Salouislittered with asphalt sections,
most of which strike fearintothe
drivers who know keeping hot
knobblies in anythingresembling good
orderisone of the season’s trickiest
tasks. Unless, that is, you’re from Gap
and called Sebastien.

But the whole cleaning thing didn’t
really happen in the first two stages.

Ogier’steam-mate Ott Tanak hit the
front on SS1and stayed there after two,
but he was slightly bemused. “There’s
somuchloose [gravel] on theroads,”
hesaid. “Ithinkit’stoo thick. There
aresomelines, butit’snot cleaning.”

Combined, the Caseres and Bot tests
didn’t constitute even half the mileage
of the Terra Alta stage which lay in
wait at the end of the loop. The 24-miler
—-morning and afternoon-would be
where the day was won and lost.

Arrivingatthe start of SS3, times
were predictably close after such a
small amount of competition. Hyundai
new boy Andreas Mikkelsen was a
largely unnoticed fifth. Startingninth,
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Ogier:.a Iﬁan with. a plan in Spain

there’snodoubt he would be starting
to benefit from amore sweptroad, but
theflip side was hislack of knowledge
of the 20 Coupe WRC —just aday of
runningon thedirt before the start.

Fastest time and the lead after
Terra Alta was, therefore, something
of asurprise.

“Ithink I'm going tolike this car,”
he smiled after the stage.

And Norway was smiling with him;
0.6s behind was private Ford Fiesta
WRC driver Mads Ostberg. Ostberg’s
run hadn’t been so straightforward.

“Ican’tseeathing,” Ostbergsaid
at the finish. “We have dust coming
insomewhere, it’shard to breathe.
Alwaysit’s something stupid...”

As Ostbergnosed his Onebet-backed
carin thedirection of Salouservice,
and hopefully somethingtostick in
the hole (if the hole could be found),
therest of thefield crowded into
position behind. Ogier was third,
four seconds off Ostberg, with Tanak,
Meeke, Dani Sordo and Thierry
Neuvillein close attendance.

Sordoinparticular wasin
determined form.

“Idon’t want tobe atthe back
here,” hesaid. “I'm pushinglike hell.”

Alack of feelingfrom the hard
tyres hindered him early doors, but
the problem was the complete reverse
for his Belgian team-mate.

Neuville was the only driver to
runall soft tyres on Friday morning.
The clouds stayed away, the sun
shone, the temperature climbed and
Ogier’smain titlerival rocked up at
thefinish on slicks.

“It wasnot my choice,” he said, stern-
faced at thefinish. “OK, we managed
it. Now we continue.”

Thefocusontherepeated short
stages was the all-Norwegian battle.
Ostbergmoved into the lead by three-
tenths after SS4, only for Mikkelsen to
retake the place by 0.7s one stage later.

Thenit wasback to Terra Alta.
Everybody had learned from
Neuville’s morning mistake and,
after an Indian Summer-baked day,
the tortuous mix of gravel and
asphalt would demand the hardest
bootspossible.

The only question was how many?
You could certainly get through with
onespare, butequations were done
across the service park in an effort to
charttheimproved performance and
balance from fitting two new tyres
against the extra20kilos carryinga
sixth tyre would cost.

Citroen and Hyundai went for six.
M-Sport and Toyota took five. Given
Hyundai’s widely reported readiness
togambletokeepitsownand
Neuville’s title hopes alive, eyebrows
wereraised when all three i20s headed
outof town fully laden.

Such was the intensity of thelead
battle,ithad carried them 8.5s clear
of third-placed Ogier. But the
Frenchman wasready. And, don’t
forget, he wasready with a plan.

The 24 miles ahead were split by five
miles on anasphaltroad which wound
its way up and down a hill and through
areal mix of corners. The tyres were
in for areal work over. Before the
Tarmac, the splits were pretty uniform
withmost drivers attheraces, but
afterwards, one number shone
through: the number one.

Ogierloves this stage because he
knows what he can do. And what he
candoisdemand lessfrom histyreson
Tarmac, while keeping the speed and
performance of those around him.

So when the going gets dirty again,
there’s enough left beneath him to
carry himtothefinish. That’s
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Meeke and Nagle’s performance was sublime
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precisely what happened. That’s
precisely how he arrived at the end of
Friday just 1.4s off leader Mikkelsen.

Mikkelsen’s challenge had been
blunted slightly by a damper problem
mid-way through, while Ostberghad
fallen away when the heaterin his car
couldn’t be switched off, rocketing
cockpit temperatures.

“Ican’tfocus whenit’s like this,”
hefumed attheend. “Always
something...” He dropped from the
top tofifth, 7.1s off the front.

Mikkelsen took the plaudits for
leading—a great story for the Hyundai
newcomer —-but it could so easily
have been Meeke making the day one
headlines. The only driver to win
more than one stage in the day, he
ended thelegthird.

“Ispunin thelast hairpinon first
stage of the afternoon,” he said.
“Ihadtoreverse, it cost usfive
seconds or so.”

The difference to the front? Three.

No matter. Tomorrow would
be another day and another very
different day as the teams set about
an extended Friday night service
to switch the cars from gravel to
asphalt set-up for a weekend of
sealed surfaceracing.

And thefight was finely balanced
with just 12.8s separating Hyundai
top dog Mikkelsen from his buddy
and team-mate Neuville in seventh.

The Belgian would, however, be
needing something for the weekend
if he was going to fulfil his pre-event
ambition of finishing ahead of series
leader Ogier.

End of day one: 1 Mikkelsen/Jaeger Th11m56.3s; 2
Ogier/Ingrassia +1.4s; 3 Meeke/ Nagle +3.0s; 4 Tanak/Jarveoja
+6.3s; 5 Ostberg/ Eriksen +7.1s; 6 Sordo/ Marti +10.8s

Daytwo:75.72 miles;
Seven stages

Weather: overcast/sunny 14-20°C
The one thing Mikkelsen wanted on
Saturday morning was consistency.

Jil r‘_l_,Dlvt_AJm
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Learning anew car on asphalt

is generally more demanding than
on gravel, butlearningonein
changeable conditions on asphaltis
toughest of thelot.

Cloud. Cloud everywhere. That’s
what Andreas saw when he pulled
back the curtains just after 0600hrs
on Saturday morning.

“Rain cominglater...” hesaid
as he walked to the window of
Hyundai’s command centre,
“...that’snotsogood.”

Andhedidn’t have to waitlong.
Just after the start of E1 Montmell,
the storm arrived.

And departed almost as quickly.

“Istruggled for the feeling,” was
MikKkelsen’s predictable verdict on
aseventh fastest time which dropped
him to third place.

The lead was gone and gone to the
team he passed over.

Gone to Citroen and Meeke. Meeke
delivered an inch-perfect run to
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‘Sordo was definitely
the home favourite

Hyundai man’s drama, p23

Photos: moklein-imagedatabase.com

Tanak had
early lead

/it

W SS1 Caseres 1 (gravel) (.71 miles)
Fastest: Tanak 7m16.7s Leader: Tanak
Second: Ostberg +1.8s

W SS2Bot 1 (gravel) (4.04 miles)
Fastest: Meeke 4m04.5s Leader: Tanak
Second: Ostberg +2.2s

M SS3Terra Altal (gravel and asphalt)
(24.20 miles)

Fastest: Mikkelsen 24m55.0s Leader:
Mikkelsen Second: Ostberg +0.6s

M SS4 Caseres 2 (gravel) (.77 miles)
Fastest: Latvala 7m08.1s Leader: Ostberg
Second: Mikkelsen +0.3s

W SS5Bot 2 (gravel) (4.04 miles)
Fastest: Meeke 3m57.7s Leader: Mikkelsen
Second: Ostberg +0.7s

M SS6Terra Alta 2 (gravel and asphalt)
(24.20 miles)

Fastest: Ogier 24m18.9s Leader:
Mikkelsen Second: Ogier +1.4s

W SS7ElMontmell 1l (asphalt)

(15.16 miles)

Fastest: Meeke 12m22.0s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +9.1s

HSS8ElPontd’Armenteral (asphalt)
(13.23miles)

Fastest: Hanninen 10m54.6s Leader:
Meeke Second: Sordo +15.4s

WSS9 Savalla 1 (asphalt) (8.77 miles)
Fastest: Hanninen 7m25.3s Leader: Meeke
Second: Tanak +13.5s

W SS10 El1 Montmell 2 (asphalt)

(15.16 miles)

Fastest: Neuville 12m25.3s Leader: Meeke
Second: Sordo +13.5s

W SS11El1Pontd’Armentera2 (asphalt)
(13.23 miles)

Fastest: Ogier 10m59.6s Leader: Meeke
Second:Sordo +14.1s

M SS12 Savalla 2 (asphalt) (8.77 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 7m30.0s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +13.9s

W SS13Salou (asphalt) (1.39 miles)
Fastest: Ogier 2m33.8s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +13.0s

HSS141’Albiol 1 (asphalt) (3.90 miles)
Fastest: Meeke 4m00.9s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +14.7s

mself intoa9.1slead
r. Maybe he should

y asphaltround of M SS15Riudecanyes 1 (asphalt)
pionship withouta (10.16 miles)
testonthatsurface... Fastest: Meeke 10m20.2s Leader: Meeke

|the wipersonfull atone Second: Ogier +18.5s
said, “but then we went

rest section and the road M S516 Santa Marina 1 (asphalt)

nore protected.” (9.01 miles)
vas relaxed and cast little Fastest: Meeke 8m09.5s Leader: Meeke
1aglance at the times. Second: Ogier +23.9s

varison, Ogier was too

ne knew it. And then he
it.

ling wasn’t perfect,” he
nerain, some understeer.

3

M SS171’Albiol 2 (asphalt) (3.90 miles)
Fastest: Meeke 3m58.6s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +26.2s

ESS18Riudecanyes 2 (asphalt)

(10.16 miles)

Fastest: Meeke 10m19.5s Leader: Meeke
Second: Ogier +27.3s

aw his chance and went for
gthe carthatbitharder
more circuit-style second
5.4slead was the result.

W SS19 Santa Marina 2 [Power Stage]

e have tolook to manage : (asphalt) (9.01 miles)
aid. “The car’s ey Fastest: Sordo 8m07.8s Leader: Meeke
nal though. Second: Ogier +28.0s

Continuedonpage22 Neuville pushed hard for points,but damaged his car
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“The driving just
came naturally”

eorge Custerwas a soldier
in the American Civil War.
He said: “It’s not how many
timesyou get knocked
down, it’'s how many times
you get back up.”

He'd have been ahead of his time by quite a bit,
butit's quite possible he was talking about my
season. | was pretty low on the Thursday night
in Germany after that stupid mistake in the
superspecial, but Paul [Nagle], myself and the
whole Citroen team got up again after that knock.
And it was a very special feeling to be back on the
top step of the podium again on Sunday.

We saw back in Corsica how good this caris on
asphalt and it was always in my mind that Spain
could be astrong event forus. Trouble is, | just don't
know the gravel stages very well. I've been here a
few times, but have very little experience of the
roads:in 2014 | had a double puncture and retired
early;in 20151 was slow and last year it was
pouring with rain. Before that | did the stages once
inthe Mini[in 201 1], but the dust was a nightmare.

The feeling was that if | could stay in the lead
group then there might be a chance. But then we
gotthe tyres wrong on Friday morning and ended
up with nothing left at the rear of the car. Literally,
we were on the canvas at the end of Terra Alta first
time through; we were lucky not to get a puncture.

I was really fed up about that. Then we spun at the
end of the first stage after lunch. The inside front
wheel got hooked up on the lip of the Tarmac as
we came off the gravel and it just spun us around.

I reckon those problems probably cost us around
15 seconds, so to be right there on Friday night
was pretty good. People were then starting to talk
about our chances on the Tarmac stages. But they
seemed to have forgotten that Ott [Tanak] won in
Germany and he was right behind us, [Sebastien]
Ogier wasn'tamillion miles away from usin
Corsicaand [Thierry] Neuville was there as well.

This was no walkin the park.

But from the first stage on Saturday morning,
the carfelt perfect and driving it came completely
naturally. Everything just worked. When it's like
this, the confidencerises and it feels like there's
less and less risk. This was how I felt in Corsica
and in Mexico — orin Finland last year.

When we got to the dark stages on Sunday
morning, it was an amazing feeling driving the best
cardown this tunnel of light. It was beautiful.

And getting to the end of the final stage and
seeing my family there waiting for me was just
mega. My wife Danielle doesn't come onrallies. It's
six years since she came to the last one and | can
understand that. Work for me means getting up
and going out of the hotel at 0600hrs onrecces
and the same onrallies — there’s not much funin
that. Now we live in Andorra, | asked if she fancied
bringing our two daughters down for alook around.
They came on Thursday and were going home on
Friday.They stayed until Sunday and enjoyed it.

So, I've got up again. And this time I'd really like
to stay up. But at the same time, this result came on
an event where we know the car’s strong. Nothing
changed overnight. Rally GB and Australia will still
be tough, but we're on the right road.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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Continued from page 21

AsMeeke moved clear, the fight for
second intensified with four drivers
withinasecond of each other. After
SS8,it was Sordo-Ogier-Tanak-
Neuville, but one stage later that
four had become three with Neuville
dropping time in the most unusual
circumstances.

The#5Hyundai hadlost hydraulic
pressurerightattheend of SS8. Onthe
shortroad section between the end of
eight and the start of nine, Neuville
stopped the car toinvestigate theissue.
The car thenrefused tostart. When
itdid start, he waslate for the stage,
pushed on and promptly went off on
theroad section damagingtherear of
thei20. Three minuteslate translated
toa30-second penalty. One second
off second became eighth overall
and almosta minute off thelead.

His season was unravelling before
hiseyes.

Three stageslater and Hyundai’s
collapse was pretty much complete -
evenif,ironically, it helped Neuvillein
the overall classification. Sordoand
MikKkelsen both fell victim to the same
cutinthe samesecond gear Savalla
corner. Ostbergand Tanak hitthe
sameobject buried deepin theright-
hander, but without anythinglike the
gut-wrenching consequences forthe
boysinblueand orange.

Theangst was everywhere. Sordo
hadlost hisshot atapossible home win;
Mikkelsen had ruined his good first
impression and Hyundailooked to
have thrown away itslast chance to
challenge M-Sport for the makes’ title.

Thisone was hard totake.

Team boss Michel Nandan said: “This
was nota good day, but these things
happen and you havetoacceptit.”

Almostintheblink of an eye thefight
had gonefrom the event. Post-Hyundai
connection with camouflaged concrete
box (or post, depending who you

i <

!Latvala.’s oil leak halted his rally

listened to), the only scrap of note

was the 1.5s gap which separated Ogier
and Tanak in second and third. That
all-M-Sport affair brought its own
considerations; yes, Ott wanted to keep
his own championship going, but
holdingposition would pretty much
bank the Cumbriansafirst world
championship crowninadecade.

Malcolm?

“Noteamorders,” heannounced.
“We're closeto Krisand Juho’s close
behind. There’s everything to play
for. Let’skeep the guys going and see
what happens.”

Hanninen drove brilliantly, scoring
twofastest timesin the morning, to
homeinonapodiumslot. The Finn
ended Saturday the thick end of 20s
behind Tanak, with Neuville a similar
distance behind himin fifth.

For therest of his career Nil Solans will
never celebratefinishing second ona
stage the way he did when Terry Folb
beathim on Saturday morning’s E1
Montmell opener.

Solans’ only rival for the Junior World
Rally Championship title, Nicolas
Ciamin, had to win that stage. Infact,
Ciamin had to win every stage and hope
the series-leading Spaniard hit trouble.
Folb won SS7and Solans set about some
mid-eventrevelry.

Worse was to come for Ciamin, when
hecrashedin the afternoon, allowing
Solanstolead the field home and clinch
athird pair of prizedrivesin an M-Sport
Ford Fiesta R5next season.

Solans, who won the WRC3 crown in
Germany in August, said: “It’sfantastic
to take the Junior championship, but
theextratworalliesinthe R5carare
really special.”

M-Sport celebrated asecond WRC2 win
inasmany rounds with Teemu Suninen
dominating day one’s gravel stages before
defending hisadvantage over the weekend
onasphalt.

Truthbetold, Skodafactory driver Jan

Kopecky probably deserved this one.
There are few in the WRC2 series who can
match the Czech star’s pace on asphalt,
buthe was denied a possible victory by
privateer World Rally Car driver Jourdan
Serderidis. Kopecky started Friday’s
Terra Alta test three minutes behind the
Greek driver’s DS 3 WRC, butthe RS man
made up that time well before the end of
the 24-miler and wasleftlost in his dust.
Understandably Kopecky was fuming
atthefinish, butturned hisangerinto
adrenalin and romped through the
weekend’s asphalt stages, fastest on every
one he pulled aminute back on Suninen.
The super-cool Finn admitted he’d
driven with his minute-plusleadin the
back of hismind todeliverafirst class
win of the year.
Mexican Benito Guerraovercame the
flutobringhis Fabia homea distant third.
British drivers Gus Greensmith and
Jon Armstrong struggled tomake the
impression they would have hoped for.
Greensmithretired on the opening test
with damaged steering, but bounced back
with some solid times through Saturday
and Sunday —the highlight beinga

Outfront, Meeke would take a 13s
lead into the final 46 competitive miles
of asphalt this season. A mark of how
relaxed the Dungannon man was
feelingcameashearrived onthe
Salou seafront for the notoriously
slippery and tricky superspecial.

“Ididn’texactly cover myself in
glory on the superspecial in Germany,”
hesaid. “Thave to concentrate here!”

Hedid. Oneday to go.

End of day two:

1 Meeke/ Nagle 2h16m21.1s; 2 Ogier/ Ingrassia +13.0s;
3 Tanak/Jarveoja +14.5s 4 Hanninen/Lindstrom +34.0s;
5 Neuville/ Gilsoul +53.2s; 6 Lappi/ Ferm +1m22.1s

Day three:46.14 miles;
Six stages

Weather:sunny 13-21°C

Two stagesin the dark might have
spooked alesser man. Not Meeke. He

Solans lifts the Junior title with a measured victory in Spain

seventh fastest overall on the second run
alongthe Salou seafront.

Armstrong,inhissecond and final
DMACK prize drive of the year, started
theeventnever havingdrivenanR5on
gravel before and immediately ran into
trouble with a puncture on the opener.

Hesaid: “The temperatures have been
pretty high this weekend so we struggled
abit with some tyre wear on the gravel.
Onthe Tarmac we had a good enough
run—just some spinsand overshoots of
my own making.

“Ifeltlike we were pushingjustashard
as we were in Germany but just couldn’t
getthe same balance with the car so
there’s some work todo there. But we’re
herein one bitand the carislooking good
so we're happy enough with that on what
wasonly our second timeinanR5car.”

BRCregular Rhys Yates was forced out
with powersteeringfailure at the end of
Saturday, but returned on Sunday,
furtheringhis experience.

Fellow FiestaR5driver Max Vatanen
crashed heavily on the second stage of the
event and was airlifted to hospital, but was
later discharged without seriousinjury.

wasready for the additional challenge
that came with runninga C3 complete
with lamp pod and map light illuminat-
ed. Andhelovedit.

He won them both and said: “It was
beautiful, you gointo this tunnel of
lightand inacar working this well,
it’sjust perfect.”

Findingarhythminthedark made
everythingthatlittle bit easier when
daylight came. And when the sun came
up, Meeke kept on winning the stages,
takingfive fromsix on thefinal day.

Ogierand Tanak quarreled initially
over second, butheadingintothe

secondloop, the Estonian’s phonerang.

‘Malcolm Wilson’ flashed up. He knew
what was coming. He settled for third
with Ogier one place ahead and one
stepnearer another title.

Thatfifth crown came closer still

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Evans scored more
_ points with seventh

when Neuvilledamaged the
suspension on the front-right of his
Hyundai. With wheel-openingdamage
reminiscent of histeam-mateson
Saturday and his own carin Germany,
the Belgian was out.

Hyundai’s darkest hour contrasted
hugely with the delight at the front of
thefield as Meeke and Nagle stood on
theroof of their Citroen at the end of
thefinalstage.

Nobody was goingto deny the C3men
their moment; collectively, onlookers
have winced at the pain this pair has
endured at times this year. If Hyundai
islooking for atorch to guide them out
of the darkness, Meeke would gladly
hand overthe oneheused tofind apath
back from the pits of despair. Successin
Salouwas along way from sorrow in
Saarbrucken last time out.

Champion Solans won another two outings inan M-Sport FiestaR5
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

The drive of achampion onthe
verge of becoming achampion
once more, Ogier was sublime
on Friday. Could probably have
gone harder, butincreased
speed equalsincreased risk
and none of that was necessary
forthe superstar Frenchman
who moved to touching
distance of title five.

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

The Welshmanwas
hamstrung by tyres which
weren'tuptothejobin
Spain. The news that they
would be uptothejobin
Wales didn'tdo much tollift
Evans’mood. Brought the
carhome unmarked and at
the limit of the grip on Dan
Barritt's 100th WRC start.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Day one inthe new job
couldn’thave gone
better for Mikkelsen —
he was leading aftera
superb leg on the gravel.
Butthe weekend was
onetoforgetafterhe
broke the steeringon

as Sordo.

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Out of darkness. Meeke was
relaxed coming into this
eventand he carried that
approach throughout.

There was nothing forced
this time, the pace came
naturally and the times got
quicker and quicker until he
was untouchable through

OTT TANAK
M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

Cracking startand leading
after SS2, but that was as
goodas it would get for

the Estonian who faded

and lacked feelinthe car
thereafter. Promised to
engage in abig scrap with
Ogier for second on Sunday,
buttoed alikely party line
and came home third.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

The Belgian'seventwas a
disaster from start to finish.
Fromthe moment he bolted
softtyres to hisi20 on Friday
morning, he was never
going to win this rally.

Went off on the road
section on Saturday,

retired with steering
damage on Sunday.

DANISORDO
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI20

Argh!Ifyou'd toured the
service park before the
start and asked who folk
wanted to win this one,
Sordo would have been at
the top of the list. But, for
the 15th time at home,
itwasn'tto be. Broken
steering meant broken
hearts on SS12.

STEPHANE LEFEBVRE
ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Firsttime inthe C3
since Poland at the
start of Julyand only
his third startin Spain
meant the Frenchman
took histime to settle
intothe event.
Confidence improved
but hydraulic problem

AlLancia Stratos engagéd fans

the final day. Brilliant. atthe end didn't help.
TOYOTAYARISWRC
JARI-MATTI 4/
LATVALA )

TOTALABUDHABI CITROEN C3WRC
KHALID
AL QASSIMI

Failed to make the most of the best tyre
choice on Friday morning and then retired
ahead of stage six after a couple of heavy
impacts damaged the engine and caused
an oilleakin SS5. Highlight was a fourth-
stage scratch.

TOYOTAYARISWRC
94
HANNINEN n

5|
Sensible, no nonsense drive from
Al Qassimi. Stalling on the line wasn't
the best start to SS17 and the fire
going out at the Riudecanyes
roundabout gave the massed
ranks something to cheer.

TOYOTAYARISWRC
ESAPEKKA
LAPPI

4/

I've given up trying to make sense of the
Finn. Having wobbled his way through
the first half of the year, he's become Mr
Dependable and Captain Quick with the
end of the season in sight. One of his best
rallies everincluded two fastest times.

Suffered complete brake failure on the first
run through Terra Altaand reckoned a brake
issue caused him to whack the Armco on
Sunday morning. Four black lines painted
50 yards before the bend would indicate
the anchors were working....
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And he crashed on aroad section.

RESULTS

Gotto be. Rarely does typing one paragraph offer so much happiness. Or relief. We've
allbeen through it a bit with Kris haven't we. Dropped in Poland, off the pace in Finland,
stupid in Germany, but back to his brilliant best in Spain. And not a car park in sight.

Dropping 15 seconds on the first loop meant Neuville was forever on the back foot in
Spain. He can blame the Hyundai suspension for Sunday'’s retirement, but the fact is he
4 wastoo hot through the previous left, which is why he ran wide and cut the right-hander.

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 11/13, Rally Racc Catalunya-CostaDaurada 2017, October 5-8

POS |DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER | cAR |TIME
1 |Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen CEWRC 3h01m21.1s
2 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC +28.0s
3 |OttTanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Ford Fiesta WRC +33.0s
4 |JuhoHanninen (FIN)/Kaj Lindstrom (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +54.1s
5 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) | Ford Fiesta WRC +2m26.2s
6 |Stephane Lefebvre (FRA)/Gabin Moreau (FRA) | Citroen C3 WRC +2m43.0s
7 _|Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +4m37.4s
8 [Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford FiestaR5 +8m?22.7s
9 |Jan Kopecky (CZE)/Pavel Dresler (CZE) Skoda Fabia R5 +8mb54.5s
10 |Ole-Christian Veiby (NOR)/Stig Rune Skjaermoen (NOR) | Skoda Fabia R5 +9m04.8s
15 |Dani Sordo (ESP)/Marc Marti (ESP) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |+14m19.3s
17 |Khalid Al-Qassimi (UAE)/Chris Patterson (GBR)| Citroen C3 WRC +15m14.8s
18 |Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |+15m39.3s
24 |Valeriy Gorban (UKR)/Sergei Larens (RUS) MiniJohn Cooper Works WRC |+23m36.2s
25 |Jean-Michel Raoux (FRA)/Laurent Magat (FRA) | Citroen DS3WRC +23m54.8s
33 |Jourdan Serderidis (GRE)/Frederic Miclotte (BEL) | Citroen DS 3 WRC +33m04.0s
R [Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC [SS16/damage
R |Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC SS15/crash
R |Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC SS5/engine
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS
1 Sebastien Ogier 198 1 |M-Sport WRT 358
2 Ott Tanak 161 2 |Hyundai Motorsport 275
3 | Thierry Neuville 160 3 |Toyota Gazoo RacingWRC | 225
4 | Jari-Matti Latvala 123 4 |Citroen Total 198
3 Dani Sordo 94
6 Elfyn Evans 93
7 Juho Hanninen 71
8 Craig Breen 64
9 Kris Meeke 60
10 |Hayden Paddon 55 MLLY GB
Will Ogierbe
Will Ogierbe OCTOBER 27-29

Welsh forests?
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BRITISH GT REVIEW

How Parfitt and Morris topped the British GT order. By Rob Ladbrook

seomr Al s
Al

Morris (left) and Parfitt were the stand-out

hat doyou
get when
youcrossa
rock star
with apart-
time fashion
model and
add aniconic British brandinto
themix? Soundslikearecipefora
Hellomagazine shoot, butit’s the
mixture thatlanded a historic
British GT Championship title.

Therock starin questionis Rick
Parfitt Jr—son of the Status Quo
legend, and frontman of hisownband.
Themodel, the one-timeface of the
Jack Willsfashion brand, and former
GP3Seriesracer Seb Morris. The car,
M-Sport’s Bentley Continental GT3.
This yearthattrioproved tobethe
perfect combination and rammed home
their credentials asbeingmuch more
than just the aforementionedlabels.

Thefactis that Parfitt proved himself
tobearisingstar of sportscarracing
this year. Morris hasalways had great
potential-he’saformer Ginetta Junior
champion-but various factors
prevented him from starring on the
international single-seater stage. A
strongdebut yearin GTslast season set
himup asone of thefavourites toshine
thisyear, and he did so with aplomb,
securing his second British
championshiptitle.

The gluetobind the three winning
components was Team Parker Racing.
Stuart Parker’s crew excelled itself this
year and rarely put afoot wrongto
cement what will hopefully bealong

Sand21 Uy

22

T3 performers

and fruitful relationship with the
Bentley brand.

However, although the mixture
sounds glamorous, the titlefight was
anythingbutas Team Parker had to
overcome an awfullot of obstacles,
challenges and even heartbreak to
secure what wasintheendavery
hard-earned title.

Parfittin particular had multiple
demonstobattle this year. Theloss of
hisfather on Christmas Eve 2016 hit
hard, and it wasarecurringtheme of
the season that Parfitt would look to
the skies and offer a wordless tribute
following his, often stellar,
performances. Something changed
in Parfitt this year. He arrived with
agritty determination that was
unwavering. The stress of his personal
issues brought the added difficulty of
multiple flare-ups of his debilitating
Crohns Disease. He could often be
found doubled overinpaininthe
garage pre-race before somehow
strapping himself in for a stint.

“SometimesIdon’tknowhowIdrove
atall,” says Parfitt. “It seemed like
everything was getting on top of me but
Tjusthadtofocusandblockitall out.
My engineer even said tomeatone
point ‘youdrive even better when
you’reill, keepitup!” AlthoughI'd
rather have had an easier timein
truth! Seb brought meonsomuchasa
driver this year. We worked together
more closely and he was simply
ballisticall year.”

ThefactParfittdid drive,and
performed as well as he did, can be put

down toarealmental strength. His
stints often removed alot of the
pressure during the second half of
races, making Morris’sjoblook almost
easy attimes.

The Bentley’sstrengthlayinits
consistency over thelongerraces.
Parfittand Morris won three of the four
endurance rounds, banking the one-
and-a-half timesnormal pointsthey
offered as the crux of their challenge.

Team Parker did alot of work to
improve the consistency of the
Continental’s set-up. The car’s Achilles’
heelhasalwaysbeen traction.Ithas
never powered out of slow corners
particularly well against itsrivals.
Acceptingthistrait, the team worked to
makethe car better onitstyresand
maximiseits speed through thefast
turns. Despiteits bulky appearance, the
Bentley has great aero through high-
gear corners, and itsfrontal engine
weightalsomadeit great on the brakes.

This year’stitle battle ultimately
favoured whoever could cope best with
their weaknesses. Parfittand Morris
looked along way off thetitleatthe
season-opener, when Barwell
Motorsport’sregulars Jon Minshaw
and Phil Keen looked solidly in control.

The Lamborghini Huracan pair won
bothracesat Oulton Park, and then
added awininraceoneat Snetterton to
makeitthree wins from the first four
racesand open asubstantiallead inthe
points. Buttheir hopesfadedinthe
latter half of the season when the
longerraces came thick and fast.

Lamborghini’s parent firm Audi

BRITISH BREARTRROUGH

opted tochange the front tyre size for
the Huracan before the season -
increasing from 660mm to 680mm
—which threw outalot of Barwell’s set-
updata. Theteamracked up the testing
mileagetolearnasmuchasitcould
about the new wheels, whichhad a
knock-on effect of over-grippingthe
frontand unsettlingtherear.

Barwell found abalance, but the
Huracan still wasn’t the easiest of cars
for the amateurstodrive, with the more
sensitive rear axle needingmore
precision and confidence. The car also
wasn’tthekindestonitstyres,a
combination of things that hindered
Minshaw/Keen in thelongerraces.

Minshaw drove excellently in the
sprintevents, but tended to struggle
toward the end of the hour-long stints
inlongerrounds-being passed by
Parfittat Brands Hatch and then falling
down the order, ultimately ceding the
pointsleadin the penultimate round
beingthe bestexample.

If the title had been decided on hour-
longracesalone, Minshaw and Keen
would have been untouchable.

It was sad that anotherlast-round
mistake ended their titledreams when
Minshaw suffered a costly spin early in
thefinale. From then onit was overto
Parfitt/Morristokeep their headsand

bringthetitle back to Crewe for the first
time ever with another podium finish.
This year’sfight boiled down to a two-
horserace when thesister cars of both
top teamshit trouble. The second
Bentley of Ian Loggie and Callum
MacLeod suffered dire luck, with
punctures at both Rockingham and
Snetterton andabigcrashat
Silverstone. MacLeod was often the
fastest of all the Bentley drivers, and
thepair’s win at Spa showed their
potential, had they got more running.
The second Lambo of Sam Tordoff
and Liam Griffin was a constant
podium threat. Tordoff acquitted
himself well in hisfirst year of GT3
racing, and was never toofar off the
benchmarks that Keenlaid down. With
more experience he could beastar.
Griffin ultimately suffered againsta
lack of seat time compared to Minshaw,
who putin extratestingand appearances
in other European classes to maximise
hisfamiliarity with the Huracan.
Aston Martin wasreduced to a bit-
partplayerin thetitlefight after an
indifferent season for the TF Sport
team. Last year’s champions Derek
Johnston and Jonny Adam suffered a
mid-season slump that cost them the
title. A chassisfault wasfound just
before Spa, traced back to Johnston

‘The Macmillan
Aston was an
Interesting

factor in GT3’



TF’s Astons: mixed year

Osborne: rapid in GT4

Victory at Brands Hatch
swung title Bentley’s way

smashingakerbat Rockingham.
Thedamageled to their car suffering

Keen and Minshaw
took four victories |

Keenwas rapid in Huracan

! Parfitt was the stand-out Am

Tregurtha and Middleton make GT history

It’sironicthatin GT4’s year of change,
it was the old warrior with the young
chargersinstalled that took the title.

GT4this season was essentially created
in Wokingas McLaren’snew 570S GT4
swarmed the grid. After adevelopment
season with one carlast year, McLarens
invaded as seven chassisjoined the fun
acrosstheyear.

However, while the carbon-chassied 570S
redefined the parametersfor GT4,itdidn’t
take home the glory. Despite the influx from
Woking, Leedsholds the trophies as Ginetta
retained the crown.

HHC Motorsport’s teenage pairing of
William Tregurtha and Stuart Middleton
were nothing short of exceptional in their
maiden season of ‘adult’racing. Ginetta
Juniortitlerivalslast year, they teamed up
with GT4newcomer HHC Motorsportand
proved arevelation.

They featured at the head of everyrace,
scoring four podium finishes and three wins
totakethetitle. Despite the G55 GT4 being
theoldest car on the grid, updatestothe
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knockingfor the Cornishman, Reed did
brilliantly to forge arelationship with the
rapid Pittard. The pair won at Oulton Park,
and again at Spato boost their chances.
However, they were taken out in the second
raceat Spaby aguest GT3 entry, suffered a
steeringfailure at Brands Hatch and their
challenge finally ended after an unlucky
collision at Donington Park.

Of the McLaren crews, it was again ironic
that the best-placed one started the yearina
Ginetta! Last year’s champions, Optimum
Motorsport’s Graham Johnson and Mike
Robinson, switched to the McLaren for
Silverstone and gradually increased their
setup knowledge to win the season finale.
Their consistency, despite battling some
early technical troubles, helped them just
pip Reed/Pittard to second in the points.

The Track-club team of Adam Balon/
Adam Mackay were fourth in their 570S,
after showing great pace, but four non-scores
dented their chances. The Garage 59
McLaren of Sandy Mitchell and Ciaran
Haggerty was tipped as the title favourite, but

TOP 5 PRODRIVERS : TOPS5AMDRIVERS traction control and braking helpedit hadachequered year. The car and its drivers
1 Phil Keen : 1 Rick Parfitt Jx compete with the newer McLaren. The were quick enough, butanon-finishin the
Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini : TeamParkerRacingBentley Ginetta proved to be the more ‘racey’ season opener and exclusion from race two
Huracan GT3 : Continental GT3 machinethis year, enjoyingatraction at Spadueto contact after the flagbetween

What more does Keen need to do

to win this championship? His pace
aboard the Huracan was often
staggering. Every time he went out, he
litup the timesheets. Barwell needed a
superstar driver after losing BMW man
Alexander Sims for this year, and Keen
filled that void superbly.

: Thistime lastyear|gotatext. “Dude,

: whydidn'tlmake the top five inthe
review?" Quickly followed by: “Sorry,

: justrealised. Made too many mistakes.
: Shouldn’thave text. Ignore me.” There
: wasnoignoring him this year. British

: GTiswonandlostonthe Amdrivers.

: Andhedrovelike a Pro. Class act.

and cornering speed advantage over the
McLaren, butitlagged way behind the
570S’shuge straight-line pace.
Tregurthaand Middleton proved so evenly
matched in the car that their stints were
near inseparable. “We’re basically the same
inthecar,” says Tregurtha. “Welike the
same setups, take the samelines, make the
same decisions, and we’re basically always

Haggerty and the HHC Ginetta hurtbadly.
Haggerty’s crash at Brands ended any hopes,
and his season, in sad fashion.

Macmillan’s Aston Martin of William
Phillips and Jan Jonck won at Brands, but
the team’s withdrawal left Phillips jumping
shipto McLaren. Arguably the fastest carin
GT4-Joe Osborne and David Pattison’s
McLaren-wasalso the unluckiest. A string

2 Joe Osborne i 2 Jon Minshaw withinatenth of each other.” of punctures cost them early in the year,
Tolman Motorsport McLaren : Barwell Motorsport Thatmade them formidable, with despite Osborne’s pace sometimes beingin a
570SGT4 : LamborghiniHuracan GT3 Middleton or Tregurtha often alternating league of its own. Brake failure at Donington

Dropping back to GT4 forthis year,
nobody got more from aMcLaren than
Osborne did. His lap times were
exceptional, and team-mate David
Pattison has improved massively under
his tutelage. With better luck —and
more durable tyres —they'd have been
inthetitle hunt.

3 Will Tregurthal
Stuart Middleton
HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4
They're the same in the car, so they're
the same here. Both GT4 newcomers

: Another year, another last-round

: heartbreak for Minshaw. Forget the spin
: inthefinale, he hadto push asitwas
basically his only chance of stealing the
: title. Gave it his all this year and his form
: atthestartof the season was supreme.
: Let'shopehe hasanothergo nextyear.

: 3 Alex Reed

: LananRacing Ginetta G55 GT4

: Youhave tofeel sorry for Lanan, were it
: notforabungling one-off GT3 entry

: whacking them at Spa, Reed and David
: Pittard may well have been champions.

longer first stints before pittingduring the
quietest sections of the pit window and
enjoyingthe greater track space. There was
the odd mistake, like Tregurtha’s unforced
shuntat Snetterton, but their pace was such
thatithardly mattered.

Their biggestrivals were Alex Reed and
David Pittard in the Lanan Ginetta.
Originally due to share with Joey Foster
before business commitments came

spelled adramatic end to their Pro-Am
championship hopes.

Scott Malvern and Nick Jones gradually
hauled some pace out of the heavy, under-
powered Porsche Cayman Clubsport GT4. A
best finish of fifth at Donington was
impressive and, with the car now sold,
probably marks the last appearance forthe
rather underwhelming Stuttgart machine in
British GT anytime soon.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

That kick-started a run of bad luck. But
: Reedalways putin solid performances,
: andhad agreatbond with Pittard.

from inconsistent set-up and
handling problems that varied from
oversteer to understeer, depending
onthecar’smood. They switched
chassis for Spa and repaired the
carfully for thefinal tworacesand
won at Donington, sadly justintime

were superb all year. They would trade
fastest laps and showed amazing
consistency. That's two British titles in
two years for Tregurtha, who boasts an
amazing record of 30 top five finishes in
33racesoverthe lasttwo years.

: 4 Graham Johnson
. Optimum Motorsport
: McLaren570S GT4

tohand their crown over. 4 Seb Moxrris : “See, toldyoul'd get backto out-
Thesecond car of Mark Farmer Team Parker Racing : qualifying the kids before the end of the
and Jon Barnes showed flashes of Bentley Continental GT3 : year," he beamed at me at Donington.

pace, but the pairlost their way a bit
mid-year when they diverged from
thenumber 1 Aston’sset-uptotry
and find more pace. Once the two
cars werealigned for Donington,
TF dominated and showed what
could have been.

Fourth may seem harsh, but that's only
because of the two stand-out GT4
performers, he's safely secondinthe
GT3rankings. Super consistent

and removed the mistakes of 2016.
Another year like this and expect to see
him up there in European GTs.Had a

: The move to McLaren essentially

: sacrificed this year's championship, but
> Johnsonis agreat example of an Am o f /
: driverworking hard to catch, and beat, 5 . s B -

i the Pros. Nextyearwillbe good for he HHC’s pairing secured the GT4 —
: andrapid co-driver Mike Robinson.

TheMacmillan AMR team was bigrolein Parfittsimprovementtoo.  : 5 IMiark Farmer
aninterestingelement, withitsall- : TFSportAstonMartin HAMPIONSHIP POIN
Silver pairing of James Littlejohn 5 Callum MacLeod : VantageGT3 British GT3 Championship (after 10 of 10 rounds)
and Jack Mitchell. The pair often Team Parker Racing : He'scomealongwayin histwoyearsin POS | DRIVERS | TEAM |POINTS
starred in qualifying, but couldn’t Bentley Continental GT3 : British GT and probably should have 1 Rick Parfitt Jr/Seb Morris Team Parker Racing Bentley Continental GT3 200
quite overcome the extra weightand Flew under the radar a bit this year : won more races this year. He and Jon 2 |JonMinshaw/PhilKeen Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3 167
pitstop penalties their car carried due to bad luck, but check the times : Barnesareturningintoafine 3 Derek Johnston/Jonny Adam TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT3 150.5
tosnatch a breakthrough win. Four andyou'll see his pace. Was oftenthe  : partnership for TF. Farmer had the slight 4 |MarkFarmer/Jon Barnes TF Sport Aston Martin Vantage GT3 135.5
podium finishes were a solid reward, fastest Bentley driver, whenthe carwas : edgein pace overlastyear's champion 5 | Liam Griffin/Sam Tordoff Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini Huracan GT3 134
anditwasashamethey couldn’t running and he gotto getinit, thatis. : Derek Johnston formuch ofthe year. 6 |Jack Mitchell/James Littlejohn | Macmillan AMR Aston Martin Vantage GT3 107.5
contest thefinale after the team HONOURAR GT4
wasforced to withdraw citing 1 Will Tregurtha/Stuart Middleton | HHC Motorsport Ginetta G55 GT4 185
“unforeseen circumstances”, GT3:Jonny Adam GT4:Scott Malvern 2 | GrahamJohnson/Mike Robinson | PMW/Optimum Motorsport Ginetta G55/McLaren570S |135
skipping what was the Aston’s TF Sport Aston Martin Team Parker Racing Porsche 3 Alex Reed/David Pittard Lanan Racing Ginetta G55 GT4 133
strongest circuit of the year. Vantage GT3 Cayman Clubsport GT4 4 | Adam Balon/Adam Mackay Track-club McLaren 570S GT4 1125

With teams reporting stronger Consistent season for Adam, whose Donington Park, September 24 will be 5 William Phillips Macmillan AMR Aston Martin Vantage/In2 McLaren570S |101.5
interestin GT3fornextyear, qualifying performances often remembered as the day a Porsche 6 | SandyMitchell Black Bull Garage 59 McLaren 570S GT4 100
Britain’s top sportscar class dragged times out of his dented car Cayman sat solidly inside the top four
appears to have more longevity thatreally flattered it. Hopefully he times — faster than all but two of the GT3Teams GT4Teams
than the scaremongers of this and Johnston come back for more, if McLarens —and it wasn't even wet.
timelast year ever gaveit. m Adam’s world championship plans Malvern continued to show the kind of 1 |BarwellMotorsport 301 1 |HHCMotorsport 185

allow. Oh, and did anybody realisehe  pace that makes the Cayman look like a 2 |TFSport 286 2 |BlackBull Garage 59 145.5
won Le Mans too..? competitive GT4 car. .. evenifitwasn't. 3 |Team ParkerRacing 275 3 |PMW/Optimum 135
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LOTUSDUO:

Walker and anﬁths had
to work hard for 53s win

Photos: Ollie Read

The circuit debut of the GT and
Sports Car Cup capped an excellent
Autumn Classic at Castle Combe and
provided victory for the Lotus 15 of
Philip Walker and Miles Griffiths.

On paper, a winning margin of 53
seconds suggests an easy run for Walker
and Griffiths but that doesnot tell the
fullstory of an absorbing contest over
the hour-longrace for pre-’66 GT carsand
pre-’63 sports-racers. Had Ben Adamsnot
gonesoloin hisLolaMKk1,thusaccruinga
mandatory one-minute pitstop, the
outcome could have been far closer.

The 39-car field represented the
best quality grid in the history of this
tremendously popular event and it was
Walker who set the early pace asthe grid,
shuffled by a wet qualifying session,
sorted itself out. Through to second came
the charging Mark Williamsin his AC
Cobraand Adamsin the diminutive Lola.
However, both elected todrive aloneand
take the 60s pitstop hit while Walker duly
handed over to Griffiths asthe bestdriver
changes costaround 20s.

Williams went ahead but dropped time
with a quick spin and when they pitted on

the samelap Walker had only a second
inhand over Adams. Onceinstalledin
the Lotus, Griffiths had a useful margin
and could reel off the remaininglaps for
victory as only Adams stayed on the lead
lap. “Welike this caralot,” said Griffiths.
“Philipmademy life very easy.”

Williams was in thefirst GT car home
in third while up to fourth came the Chris
Milner/Nigel Greensall Jaguar E-type.
Milner turned in a strongopening stint
and Greensall then delivered a virtuoso
performance tofend off the more
developed E-type of Martin Huntand
Patrick Blakeney-Edwards for fourth.

Steve Boultbee Brooks continued his
winningform at the event by takinga
brace of victoriesin his glorious Aston
Martin DB3S. Thefirst strike camein
the Jon Gross Memorial Aston
Martinraceashestretched clearof a
pack headed by theinvited Frazer Nash
LeMans Replica of Martyn Corfield.
Uptoaclass-winning third went marque
expert Chris Woodgate in the DB MKIII
formerly raced by Gross.

Attheend of theafternoon, Boultbee
Brookswasback outattheheadof a

strong FISCAR field and had to keep
pressingon as Robin Ellis never stopped
chasingin his Lotus Elite. Through heavy
traffic over the final few laps Ellis hunted
theleading Aston and pared the margin
back tojustthree secondsat theflag.

Over thefirst half of therace, the paceand
experience of Richard Fores took the Elite
of Barry Dye up to and then past Boultbee-
Brooks. Butafter the driver change Dye
could not match the pace of his co-driver.

Teenagerising star Ben Tilley was the
class of alarge Formula Junior field in
the Lotus 22 of Paul Smeeth and wasnever
headed with a sure-footed performance.
However, early on Westie Mitchell had
hisDe Tomaso on theleader’s gearbox
until a time-consuming spin onto the
grasson the exit of Quarry put him out
of contention.

Peter De LaRoche took over in second
placein his BMC and was always close
enough tokeep Tilley on his toes while
Richard Smeeton rounded out the podium
in his Wainer. Stuart Roach was mighty
on his way tofourth overall andleading
front-engined carin his Alexis Mk2 while
Mark Woodhouse could have been up

therebutforaspinat Quarryinhis
Lotus20/22. On wet and slippery grass,
Woodhouse avoided the tyre wall by
inchesasherotated beforerejoiningto
finish eighth.

Harry Wyndham topped an
entertaining Pre-’66 Jaguar race for
the Norman Dewis Trophy butit came
down toa very close finish when E-type
debutant Grant Williams almost caught
theleading E on theline as Chris Milner
chased fromnot toofar adrift.

There wasarare Staride one-twoin
the 500cc Formula 3 race when Darrell
Woods overhauled and then pulled away
from the similar car of Xavier Kingsland.
Hunched over the wheel of the forward-
cockpit design, Woods took control to
win by nearly 10s.

Theracing opened with the now :
traditional race for Pre-War Sports Cars
from the Vintage Sports Car Club and :
Patrick Blakeney-Edwards over-steered
his Frazer Nash Super Sports toanother
win over the similar car of Edward
Williams. Trevor Swete wasfortunateto
beunharmedafter hisInvictachargedthe :
tyre wall at Camp on the openinglap. :

_;]iiu_'uE_

GT & Sports Car Cup (45 laps) 1 Philip Walker/ Miles
Griffiths (Lotus 15); 2 Ben Adams (Lola MK1 BR-33)
+53.337s; 3 Mark Williams (AC Cobra); 4 Chris Milner/
Nigel Greensall (Jaguar E-type); 5 Martin Hunt/ Patrick
Blakeney-Edwards (Jaguar E-type); 6 Chris Wilson/ Nigel
Williams (AC Cobra). Class winners Adams; Williams;
Milner/ Greensall; Rick Bourne/ Malcolm Paul (TVR
Grantura MKIIl); Marc Gordon/ Nick Finburgh (Lotus Elite).
Fastest lap Griffiths Tm17.941s (85.44mph). Pole Milner/
Greensall. Starters 3.

Jon Gross Memorial Trophy: Historic Aston Martins
& Invited Sports Cars (14 laps) 1 Steve Boulthee
Brooks (AM DB3S); 2 Martyn Corfield (Frazer Nash Le
Mans Replica MK2) +5.048s; 3 Chris Woodgate (AM DB
MKkIIl); 4 Mark Gillies (AM Monoposto Speed Model); 5
Peter Dubsky (AM 15/98 2-seater); 6 Simon Jefferies (AM
DB MKill). CW Gillies; Corfield. FL Boultbee Brooks
1m?26.716s (76.80mph). P Boulthee Brooks. S 16.

Spencer Lane-Jones Trophy: FISCAR (21 laps) 1
Steve Boulthee Brooks (Aston Martin DB3S/104); 2 Robin
Ellis (Lotus Elite) +3.165s; 3 Nick Matthews (Austin-
Healey 100/4); 4 Martyn Corfield (Frazer Nash Le Mans
Replica Mk2); 5 Martin Hunt/ Patrick Blakeney-Edwards
(Frazer Nash Le Mans Replica); 6 Richard Fores/Barry
Dye (Lotus Elite). FL Fores 1m23.409s (79.84mph). P
Boultbee Brooks. S 28.

Formula Junior (13 laps) 1 Benn Tilley (Lotus 22); 2
Peter de la Roche (BMC MK2) +3.751s; 3 Richard
Smegton (Wainer 63); 4 Stuart Roach (Alexis MK2); 5 Jim
Blockley (Caravelle Mk2); 6 Andrew Wilkinson (Lynx T3).
CW de la Roche; Roach; Andrew Taylor (Cooper T56). FL
Tilley 1m15.760s (87.90mph). P de la Roche. S 28.

Norman Dewis Trophy: Pre-1966 Jaguars (18 laps) 1
Harry Wyndham (E-type FHC); 2 Grant Williams (E-type
FHC) +0.200s; 3 Chris Milner (E-type); 4 Jamie Boot
(E-type); 5 Richard Butterfield (Mk2); 6 Peter Dorlin
(MK2). CW Milner; Butterfield; Jim Dean (XK120). FL
Milner Tm21.038s (82.18mph). P Kevin Zwolinski (XK140
FHC). $ 22.

500cc F3 (10 laps) 1 Darrell Woods (Staride-Norton
Mk3); 2 Xavier Kingsland (Staride-Norton Mk3) +9.755s;
3 Stuart Wright (Cooper-JAP MK11); 4 Roy Hunt (Martin-
Norton Special); 5 Nigel Challis (Cooper-Norton M=k8); 6
Roy Wright (Cooper Flash Special-Norton). CW Kingsland;
Duncan Rabagliati (Comet-JAP Mk1). FL Woods
1m31.331s (72.92mph). P John Chisholm (Amott-JAP). §
1n.

VSCC Pre-War Sports Cars (11 laps) 1 Patrick
Blakeney-Edwards (Frazer Nash Super Sports); 2 Eddie
Williams (Frazer Nash Super Sports) +5.365s; 3 Tim
Kneller (Riley TT Sprite); 4 Sue Darbyshire (Morgan Super
Aero); 5 Mark Gillies (Aston Martin Monoposto Speed
Model); 6 Theodore Hunt (Frazer Nash TT Replica). CW
(Gillies; David Lewis (Avis Firebird Speed 25); Richard
Bradley (Aston Martin Ulster). FL Blakeney-Edwards
1m33.542s (71.19mph). P Blakeney-Edwards. S 27.

OULTON PARK: CSCC BY IAN SOWMA OCTOBER 7
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BATES’ WAIT FOR FIRST FUTURE
CLASSICS WIN OF YEAR IS OVER

Future Classics (18 laps) 1 Tim Bates
(Porsche 911SC); 2 Mark Chilton (Porsche
928) +1.895s; 3 Brian Lilley/Aaron Tucker

Gary Bate (Caterham CSR); 4 Jonathan
Mitchell (Caterham CSR); 5 Simon Smith
(Caterham CSR); 6 Mike Aikens (Caterham

Tim Bates improved on his second-
place double at Donington with his
first Future Classics victory of
the season at Oulton Park.

From third on the grid, hisrear-
engined Porsche 911 transmitted
its power to the wet track more
effectively than the carsaround it
togive Batesabiglead by Cascades.
BrianLilley, however, set a string
of fastestlapsin his Ford Sierra
Cosworth and took thelead on
lapfive. Batesand Mark Chilton
(Porsche 928) pitted from second
and third on lap seven with Chilton
gettingthe jumpin the stops. When
Lilley lost time handingover to
Aaron Tucker, the Porsches were
leftin the top two positions.

Although Bates overshot Hislops
chicaneonlap12,hetook thelead
ontheruntothatcorneralaplater
astheleadersencountered aslower
car. Bateseventually finished
comfortably clear of Chilton, who
won the 1980s division, with Tucker
morethan30sback.

The Swinging Sixties contest
was slashed to 20 minutes aftera
race-stoppingfirst corner shunt.
Solodriver Mark Campbell won
therestartfrom the frontrow in his
Triumph TR5 despite making two
stopsrather than the mandatory

one. “ThefirsttimeIgottold that my
penalty [for wins at earlier events]
didn’tapply, butThadn’tdone my
actual ‘driver change’,soIneeded
tocomebackin,” heexplained. The
Ford Mustang of Martin Sledmore
hadchargedintothelead at Hill
Top, three laps before early leader
Malcolm Johnson retired his
smoky Lotus Europa. Campbell
retook thelead on the samelap,

while Sledmore’s grunt fended off |

Ian Everett’snimble BMW 1502.
The safety car was out twice
during the combined New
Millennium and Modern
Classicsrace, the second time to
allow treatment to a marshal who
hadbeen takenill, but therules for
pitstops under caution rendered it
adisappointing sporting contest. A
BMW M3 pair was worst affected:
Dominic Malone led before the
driver change, but the pitlap took
almostnine minutesas Arran
Moulton-Smith waited for the pit
exitlights to turn green although
the track was empty. He rejoined
22nd, climbing back to 13th.
Piers Reid had pitted earlier,
and although he was penalised
for afaulty stop he still ran out
acomfortable winner in his E46
M3 from Mark Smith’s E36.

Bates (r) jumped from third to first at the startin his Porsche 911

Nic Grindrod was a convincing
victorin Magnificent Sevensin
his Caterham R300, immediately
pulling clear of athree-way battle
for second. Gary Bate (CSR) took
the position from Tim Davis (C400)
at Cascadesearly on, but the
positions were reversed after the
stops and Jonathan Mitchell (CSR)
eventually lost touch. Davis won
the programme-closing Openrace,
which was flagged early in dark,
dank conditions.

Tin Tops poleman Lee Williams
was swamped on the run to the first

corner, spun at Old Hall alap later
and eventually retired his Honda
Civic. Tom Mensley had amuch
more successfulraceinthe wet,
winning by more than aminutein
hisRenault Clio 172 -rendering the
success penalties of the three cars
ahead of him onthe gridirrelevant.
“Itried totake some wider lines
and that seemed to be working,”

explained the Leicestershire driver.

The Peugeot 206 of Colin and Steve
Simpson and the Ford Fiesta ST of
Paul Mensley were the only other
carsontheleadlapattheend.

(Ford Sierra Cosworth); 4 Aston Blake/Joshua
Waddington (Porsche 944); 5 Paul Dingle
(Porsche 944); 6 Tony Maryon (Porsche 944).
Class winners Chilton; Blake/Waddington;
Sam Smith (Mazda MX-5); John
Hammersley/Adam Brown (Vauxhall Astra);
Martyn Adams (Triumph TRT); Mark Lucock
(Ford Escort Mk1); Matthew Molineaux/
Stephen Gilbey (Porsche 944), Fastest lap
Dingle 2m12.537s (73.12mph). Pole Chilton.
Starters 27.

Swinging Sixties (9 laps) 1 Mark Campbell
(Triumph TR5); 2 Martin Sledmore (Ford
Mustang) +8.715s; 3 lan Everett (BMW
1502); 4 Phil Otley (Reliant Scimitar); 5 Andy
Southcatt (Lenham GT); 6 Mel Taylor (Lotus
Elan). CW Sledmore; Everett; Southcott;
Taylor; Steve Chapman (Triumph TR4);
Michael Wade/ Steve Kirton (Ford Anglia). FL
Campbell 2m00.872s (80.17mph). P Malcolm
Johnson (Lotus Europa). S 35.

New Millennium/Modern Classic (17
laps) 1 Piers Reid (BMW M3 E46); 2 Mark
Smith (BMW M3 E36) +27.439s; 3 Matthew
Evans (BMW M3 E46); 4 Lee Frost (BMW M3
E36); 5 Lucky Khera (BMW M3 E46); 6
Edward Leigh (BMW M3 E36). CW Leigh;
Paul Livesey (Porsche 968); Kevin Bird (Aston
Martin \/8 Vantage); Robert Williams (Honda
Integra); David Beatty (Ginetta G50); Tina
Cooper/ David Sharp (Lotus Eise); Dale Albutt
(Mini Cooper S); Howard Hunt/Jon Warburton
(MG Z8); Tom Barley (BMW 325i); Chris
Etheridge/Andrew Etheridge (SEAT
Leon). FL Reid 1m50.598s
(87.62mph). P Evans. S 36.

Magnificent Sevens (17
laps) 1 Nic Grindrod
(Caterham R300); 2 Tim Davis
(Caterham C400) +13.731s; 3

CSR). CW Davis; Stephen Riley (MK Indy);
Matthew Gibbon (Caterham Tracksport); Pete
Basterfield (Caterham Supersport); Peter
French (Caterham Superlight). FL Grindrod
1m57.313s (82.61mph). P Stephen Nuttall/
Darren Burke (Caterham Supersport). S 19,

Open Series (10 laps) 1 Tim Davis
(Caterham C400); 2 Jonathan Mitchell
(Caterham CSR) +4.196s; 3 Colin Watson
(Caterham C400); 4 Ryan Edmonds (Ariel
AMom); 5 Lee Frost (BMW M3); 6 Lucky Khera
(BMW M3). CW Mitchell; Edmonds, Frost; Pat
McBennett (Lotus Elise); lan Haire/Andrew
Greenwood (Caterham Supersport); Michael
0Oakes/ Paul Turner (Honda Civic). FL Rich
Webb (MK Indy) 2m01.568s (79.71mph). P
Watson. § 27.

Tin Tops (18 laps) 1 Tom Mensley
(Renault Clio 172); 2 Colin Simpson/ Steven
Simpson (Peugeot 206) +1m07.229s; 3
Paul Mensley (Ford Fiesta ST); 4 Tim Evans
(Honda Civic); 5 Vic Hope/Billy Hardy
(Honda Civic); 6 Andrew Windmill (Honda
Civic). CW Simpson/Simpson; P Mensley;
Evans; Mark Alexander-Williams (Citroen
Saxo); Wayne Rushworth (Ford Puma);
Lisa Selby/Toby Harris (Ford Puma). FL T
Mensley 2m10.680s (74.16mph). P Lee
Williams (Honda Civic). S 217.

Campbell triumphed in his TR5
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Palmer on his way
to Clio Cup glory

e
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Ben Palmer declared that his Clio Cup
Series title success was the resultof a

season of hard work as he claimed the

series crown at Silverstone.

Goinginto thefinal round of 2017, all
Palmer had todo wasfinishin the top sixin
bothracesto claim the title from season-
longrival Anton Spires. His cause was
assisted by a throttle problem that plagued
Spires’ qualifying session which relegated
him toamid-pack start for the pair of races
while Palmer took a brace of poles.

He converted hisfirst pole to second place

inraceone, beaten by areturning James
Colburn, but that was enough to claim
thetitleas Spiresfinished third despite
arecurrence of histhrottle problem.In
the second race, Palmer got the better of
Colburnonthelastlaptofinish the season
with victory.

Inthe Road Class, Nic Harrison overcame

his car goinginto ‘limp home’ modein the
opener tobeatrace one winner Shanel

Dreweto the class crown inrace two thanks

toahard-fought third-place finish behind
Finlay Robinson and Sean Thomas.
Four classtitles weredecidedin the

CHAMPIONS

Caterham Graduates Championship. In
the Mega class, Declan Dolan won twice to
beat Glenn Burtenshaw while outgoing
class champion Oliver Gibson continued
hisrun of successin the Sigmax category,
hispodium and fourth enough tomaintain
hislead in the championship.

Two winsin the Super class for Toby
Briant wasenoughtooverturna
39-point deficit to Barry White and secure
championship honours. Finally, Graeme
Smith took asecond and afirstto win
the Classic title from race one winner
Robin Webb.

James Clarke said the most disappointing
thing of the weekendisthathedidn’tlead
everylap ashetook a hat-trick of victories
inthe Clubmans Championship toend
histitle-winningseasonin style.

The biggest grids of the weekend were
intheamalgamated Classic Touring Car
Championshipraces with grids of more
than30carsineach of the sixraces.Inthe
combined Classic Thunder, BOSS,
Classic VW and VTEC races, Dale Gent
took a double victory in his Subaru Impreza
while Andrew Harrison did the samein his

CROWNED AT SILVERSTONE

rapid Jaguar XJSinthe Pre-’66 & Pre-"83
races. David Griffin and Craig Jamieson
shared victoriesin the Pre-"93, Pre-’03,
Pre-’05 and 4Tworaces.

Inthe Hyundai Coupe Cup, Alex
Cursley took a pair of wins tofinish the
season with seven as Steve Kite—who
came into the weekend with five wins —
finished second in the opener before
retiring with a clutch issue in race two.

Kevin Denwood claimed the only
Kumho BMW class championship still
tobe decided as he took two CC class
victories while James Card took both
overall victoriesin his BMW M3 E46.

Jon Halliwell claimed the top Class
Ctitlein the MaX5 Championship with
awinand apodium to beat John
Loversidge, who came into the weekend
tied on points with Halliwell.

Inthe two MG Owners Club
Championshipraces, Alan Forster
took adouble victoryin his MG ZR to
round-off an exemplary season with
the Class Ztitle. Simon Kendrick and
David Amphlett took the crown in Class F
and A respectively.

Clio Cup Series (14 laps) 1 James Colburn; 2 Ben
Palmer +0.251s; 3 Anton Spires; 4 Ben Colburn; 5
Simon Freeman; 6 John Hamilton. Class winners Shanel
Drewe. Fastest lapPalmer 1m15.282s (88.51mph). Pole
Palmer. Starters 17. Race 2 (14 laps) 1 Palmer; 2
Colburn +0.131s; 3 Spires; 4 Tyler Lidsey; 5 Hamilton;
6 Freeman. CW Finlay Robinson. FL Colburn 1m15.263s
(88.53mph). P Palmer. S 17.

Caterham Graduates Classic, Super, Mega,
Sigma (17 laps) 1 Declan Dolan (Mega); 2 Glenn
Burtenshaw (Mega) +0.326s; 3 Roger Ford (Mega);

4 Toby Briant (Super); 5 Andy Molsom (Super); 6 Barry
White (Super). CW Briant; David Morris (Sigma); Robin
Webb (Classic). FL Dolan 1m17.120s (86.40mph).

P Burtenshaw. S 33. Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Dolan;

2 Simon Longman (Mega) +0.484s; 3 Burtenshaw;

4 Briant; 5 Molsom; 6 Christopher Benfield (Mega).
CW Briant; Morris; Graeme Smith (Classic). FL Benfield
1m16.757s (86.80mph). P Burtenshaw. S 31.

Caterham Graduates Sigmax (17 laps) 1 Adrian
Russell; 2 Mark Johnson +0.393s; 3 Oliver Gibson;

4 Tom Hayman-Joyce; 5 Jason Gale; 6 Jonathan Curry
(310R). FL Gareth Cordey 1m16.136s (87.51mph).

P Johnson. $ 21. Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Johnson;

2 James Russell +0.009s; 3 Harry Cramer; 4 Gibson;
5 Jamie Ellwood; 6 Samuel Wilson. FL Gibson
1m15.798s (87.90mph). P Johnson. S 20.

Clubmans Championship (15 laps) 1 James Clarke
(Mallock Mk27); 2 Steve Dickens (Mallock Mk29)
+33.476s; 3 Peter Richings (Mallock Mk30 PR); 4 Mike
Evans (Mk27); 5 Alex Champkin (Phantom P34); 6 Alze
Fulco (Mallock 24B). CW Evans; Champkin; Clive Wood
(Mallock Mk20B). FL Clarke 1m06.866s (99.65mph).

P Clarke. S 21. Race 2 (15 laps) 1 Clarke; 2 Richings
+31.552s; 3 Adrian Lester (Mallock Mk35); 4
Champkin; 5 Evans; 6 Fulco. CW Champkin; Evans;
Wood. FL Clarke 1m05.182s (102.22mph). P Clarke.
$20. Race 3 (15 laps) 1 Clarke; 2 Dickens +47.901s;
3 Richings; 4 Champkin; 5 Kevin Burnham (Mallock
Mk31); 6 Steve Everson (Mallock Mk21). CW
Champkin; Everson; Wood. FL Clarke 1m05.830s
(101.21mph). P Clarke. S 20.

CTCRC Classic Thunder, BOSS, Classic VW &
VTEC (13 laps) 1 Dale Gent (Subaru Impreza); 2 Dave
Cockell (Ford Escort Cosworth) +15.614s; 3 Garrie
Whittaker (BMW E36); 4 Steve Scott (Ford Sierra
Cosworth); 5 Steve Putt (Mazda RX-7); 6 James
Mumbray (BMW M3). CW Whittaker; Dan Roberts-
Jefferson (VW Golf Mk4); William Casswell (Honda
Civic); Ken Lark (VW Corrado); Richard Askham
(Jaguar XJR); Alexander Tait (Ford Fiesta); Andrew
Mizzi (Civic); Chris Brown (Fiesta XR2). FL Gent
1m10.076s (95.08mph). P Gent. S 42. Race 2 (13
laps) 1 Gent; 2 Cockell +6.742s; 3 Putt; 4 Mike Hibbert
(E36); 5 Andrew Wilson (Holden Monaro); 6 Martin
Davies (Sierra). CW Putt; Roberts-Jefferson; Lark; Chris
Sparks (Civic); Askham; Tait; Mizzi; Brown. FL Gent
1m10.203s (94.91mph). P Gent. $ 39.

CTCRC Pre-'66 & Pre-'83 (12 laps) 1 Andrew

Harrison (Jaguar XJS); 2 Mark Osborne (Triumph
Dolomite Sprint) +5.243s; 3 Stephen Primett (Ford
Escort Mk1); 4 Jim McLoughlin (Ford Capri); 5 Stephen
Cripps (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Mark Cholerton (Escort).
CW Osborne; McLoughlin; Malcolm Jeffs (Alfa Romeo
Alfasud); David Hall (Ford Lotus Cortina); Tim Dodwell
(Volkswagen Scirocco). FL Harrison Tm19.094s
(84.24mph). P Harrison. S 37. Race 2 (12 laps) 1
Harrison; 2 Primett +4.269s; 3 Osborne; 4 McLoughlin;
5 Cholerton; 6 Cripps. CW Primett; McLoughlin; Jeffs;
Hall; Tom Abbott (Skoda 110R). FL Harrison 1m19.021s
(84.32mph) P Harrison. S 31.

CTCRC Pre-'93, Pre-'03, Pre-'05 & 4Two (12 laps)
1 David Griffin (BMW E36 M3); 2 Craig Jamieson
(Ford Sierra Cosworth) +2.726s; 3 Karl Cattliff (M3);
4 Simon Ward (Vauxhall Astra GTE); 5 Luke Allen
(Honda Civic Type R); 6 James Tracey (Honda Civic
EG). CW Cattliff; Ward; Alistair Lindsay (VW Golf);
Steve Barber (Renault Clio 182); Andrew Smith
(Civic). FL Ray West (M3) 1m15.166s (88.64mph).

P Griffin. S 42. Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Jamieson;

2 Griffin +2.785s; 3 West; 4 Alexander Owen (Civic);
5 Cattliff; 6 Ward. CW West; Ward; Lindsay; Barber;
Smith. FL Jamieson Tm14.877s (88.98mph). P Griffin.
sS4

Hyundai Coupes (11 laps) 1 Alex Cursley; 2 Steve
Kite +0.244s; 3 Wayne Rockett; 4 William Taylforth;

5 Kevin Middleton; 6 Jon Winter. FL Cursley 1m23.466s
(79.83mph). P Rockett. S 18. Race 2 (11 laps)

1 Cursley; 2 Tayiforth +1.708s; 3 Rockett; 4 Winter;

5 Simon Miles; 6 Eddie 0'Kane. FL Cursley 1m23.807s
(79.50mph). P Cursley. S 18.

Kumho BMW (17 laps) 1 James Card (M3 E46);

2 lan Crisp (1M E82) +7.334s; 3 Lee Frost (E90 V8
WTCC); 4 Lucky Khera (M3 E46); 5 David Griffin

(E36 M3); 6 Kevin Denwood (E46 Compact). CW
Crisp; Griffin; Denwood; Peter Miller (M3). FL James
Macintyre-Ure (M3 E46) Tm11.523s (33.16mph). P
Card. S 20. Race 2 (17 laps) 1 Card; 2 Crisp +8.175s;
3 Frost; 4 Khera; 5 Macintyre-Ure; 6 Ben McClelland
(E36 M3). CW Crisp; McClelland; Denwood. FL
Macintyre-Ure 1m11.857s (32.72mph). P Card. S 18.

Max5 (12 laps) 1 Jon Halliwell; 2 Paul Roddison
+4.289s; 3 lan Loversidge; 4 Jeremy Shipley; 5 Andrew
Pretorius; 6 Lee Hollin. CW Pretorius; Daniel Grist. FL
Halliwell 1m20.217s (83.06mph). P Roddison. S 20.
Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Roddison; 2 Halliwell +0.374s;

3 Loversidge; 4 Shipley; 5 Matthew Tidmarsh;

6 Pretorius. CW Tidmarsh; Michael Kirk. FL Roddison
1m19.555s (83.75mph). P Halliwell. S 20.

MG Owners Club (15 laps) 1 Alan Forster (ZR);

2 Martin Wills (F) +5.342s; 3 Michael Weidner (ZR);

4 Phil Walker (ZR); 5 Mark Baker (F); 6 Darryl Davis
(ZR). CW Wills; Jim Baynam (B). FL Forster 1m22.291s
(80.97mph). P Weidner. S 21. Race 2 (15 laps)

1 Forster; 2 Simon Kendrick (F) +10.232s; 3 Wills;

4 Weidner; 5 Stuart Plotnek (F); 6 Davis. CW Kendrick;
Baynam. FL Forster Tm21.895s (81.36mph).

P Weidner. S 21.

KNOCKHILL: SMIRC BY STEPHEN BRUNSDON OCTOBER 8

SCOTTISH MINI COOPER TITLE
FOR SERIES ROOKIE GERAGHTY

Mark Geraghty overcame a 12-point deficit
andatrioof action-packedracestoclinch
the Scottish Mini Cooper titlein the season
finale at Knockhill. The rookie, in his second
year of carracing, took a win and a second
before wrapping up the championship with
10thinracethree.

“It’'samazing,” said Geraghty. “Inever
thoughtI’d beabletoachieve thisinmy
first yearin the series!”

Five driversarrived at the Fife circuit with
amathematical chance of takingthetitle.
Atthestartof the openingrace, one of them,
Tan Munro forcefully seized the advantage
into Duffus, as poleman Robbie Dalgleish
and long-time points-leader Morgan Murray
collided. Dalgleish was able to continue out
of the Leslie’s gravel trap, but Murray’srace
wasrun with abroken driveshaft.

Second for Geraghty moved the Perth
driverinto the pointslead, which he
subsequently extended taking victory
from Dalgleish in an enthrallingrace two.
The 19-car field embraced panel-rubbing
with such alacrity that three-abreast battles
into Duffus and the Hairpin were thenorm
inthenine-lap encounter, with Geraghty
beating Dalgleish and Dylan O’Donnell by
0.1sattheflag.

Anincredible stroke of Iuck placed
Murray, whorecovered toeighthinrace two,

on poleforthereversed-grid third race. He
duly took his seventh win of the season, but
itwasn’tenough to usurp Geraghty, whose
top 10finish secured the title by six points.

Lee Elrick claimed the Scottish BMW
Championship after a pair of nail-biting
races won by interloper Ally Smith. Elrick
was fourth behind chief rival Gary Clark
inraceoneand knew arepeatresultinthe
second would be enough to secure thetitle.
His cause was helped massively by David
McNaughton, himself an outside bet for the
championship. Inan attempt to wrestle
second from Clark into Duffus, McNaughton
tapped the reigning championintoaspinat
Leslie’s, dropping him tolastand allowing
Elrick, whofinished third, to take the title.

Disqualification from the opening
Scottish Legendsraceduetoan
underweight car delayed John Paterson’s
title celebrations, but the defending
champion didn’thave to waitlongtobe
crowned for the fourth successive year.
‘Wee Pat’ took race two victory from pole,
before annihilating thefield in thefinal
race, winningby a staggering 12sinjust
eightracinglaps. Race one victor Ivor
Greenwood spectacularly crashed out
when contact with Colin McNeill launched
the Northern Irishman into a sickening
barrel-roll exiting the Hairpin.
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Mark Geraghty on the hunt for the title

Ross Martin ended the Scottish Formula
Ford 1600 season how hestarted itback in
April, claiming twolights-to-flag victories.

Jordan GronkowskKi stroked his Van Diemen
toabrace of second places, with Seb Melrose :

completing both podiums and consolidating
runner-up position in the championship.

Freshfrom securing the Scottish Classic
titlelast month, Alastair Baptie gave his
new MGB GT V8carawinning debut with
acomfortableracetwo victory. Baptie’s
guest-entry car headed race one winner
Tommy Gilmartin (Morgan +8) totheflag
by 3.1s. Harry Simpson, Raymond Boyd,
Bruce Mitchelland Mario Ferrarieach
took class wins.

Ron Cumming (Nemesis Kit Car)and
Kenneth McKell (Mitsubishi Lancer E8)
splitthe Scottish Saloons and Sportscars
victories. The Scottish Fiesta races
were won by Steven Gray and
Barry Farquharson.

Mini Coopers (11 laps) 1 lan Munro; 2 Mark Geraghty
+1.081s; 3 Dylan 0’'Donnell; 4 Hannah Chapman; 5 John
Duncan; 6 Dominic Wheatley. Class winners Geraghty;
Chapman; Craig Dillon. Fastest lap Munro 1m03.335s
(72.01mph). Pole Robbie Dalgleish. Starters 19. Race 2
(9 laps) 1 Geraghty; 2 Dalgleish +0.118s; 3 0’'Donnell;
4 Duncan; 5 Wheatley; 6 Chapman. CW Dalgleish;
Chapman; Dillon. FL Duncan 1m03.283s (72.06mph).

P Munro. S 19. Race 3 (9 laps) 1 Morgan Murray;

2 0’Donnell +1.705s; 3 Munro; 4 Chapman; 5 Duncan;

6 Dalgleish. CW Chapman; Duncan; Dillon. FL Chapman
1m03.416s (71.91mph). P Murray. § 19.

BMW Championship (12 laps) 1 Ally Smith; 2 David
McNaughton +0.424s; 3 Gary Clark; 4 Lee Elrick; 5
Liam McGill; 6 Greig Sutherland. FL Smith 1m02.273s
(73.23mph). P Smith. S 11. Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Smith;
2 McNaughton +6.348s; 3 Elrick; 4 Cliff Harper; 5
Sutherland; 6 Clark. FL Smith 1m02.566s (72.89mph).
P Smith. $ 11.

Legends (8 laps) 1 Ivor Greenwood; 2 David Hunter
+4.265s; 3 Stewart Black; 4 Steven McGill; 5 Ryan
McLeish; 6 Jordan Hodgson. CW Hodgson; Paul 0'Brien.
FL Black 59.365s (76.82mph). P Mark Beaty. S 18.
Race 2 (8 laps) 1 John Paterson; 2 Hunter +2.130s;
3 0'Brien; 4 Black; 5 Ben Mason; 6 Greenwood. CW
0'Brien; Hodgson. FL Black 59.466s (76.69 mph).

P Paterson. S 18. Race 3 (8 laps) 1 Paterson;

2 0'Brien +12.207s; 3 Hunter; 4 McGill; 5 McLeish;

6 Black. CW 0'Brien; Hodgson. FL Paterson 59.678s
(76.42mph). P Pino Palazzo. S 12.

Scottish Formula Ford (10 laps) 1 Ross Martin (Ray
GR17); 2 Jordan Gronkowski (Van Diemen JLO12K)
+0.383s; 3 Sebastian Melrose (Ray GR14); 4 Michael
MacPherson (GR14); 5 David Hourie (Van Diemen
JLO013); 6 Neil Broome (GR17). CW Gronkowski; lvor
Mairs (Ray GR15). FL Gronkowski 54.943s (83.01mph).
P Martin. $ 9. Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Martin;

2 Gronkowski +0.978s; 3 Melrose; 4 MacPherson;

5 Broome; 6 Ross Howe (Van Diemen RF99). CW
Gronkowski; Mairs. FL Gronkowski 54.985s (82.94mph).
P Martin. S 9.

Classics (12 laps) 1 Tommy Gilmartin (Morgan +8); 2
Alastair Baptie (MGB GT V8) +1.995s; 3 Harry Simpson
(Ginetta G4R); 4 Andrew Smith (+8); 5 Raymond Boyd
(Porsche 911); 6 Bruce Mitchell (Lotus Europa). CW
Baptie; Simpson; Boyd; Mitchell; Mario Ferrari (Alfa
Sprint Trofeo). FL Gilmartin 56.849s (80.22mph). P
Gilmartin. $ 12. Race 2 (12 laps) 1 Baptie; 2 Gilmartin
+3.113s; 3 Simpson; 4 Smith; 5 Boyd; 6 Mitchell. CW
Gilmartin; Simpson; Boyd; Mitchell; Ferrari. FL Baptie
56.838s (80.24mph). P Gilmartin. S 12.

Saloons & Sportscars (14 laps) 1 Ron Cumming
(Nemesis Kit Car); 2 Colin Simpson (Marcos Mantis)
+14.113s; 3 Kenneth McKell (Mitsubishi Lancer E8);

4 Paul Brydon (BMW M3); 5 Andrew Morrison (SEAT
Leon Eurocup); 6 William Robson (Ford Focus RS).
CW Simpson; McKell; Brydon; Robson; Oliver Mortimer
(Mini Cooper R53); Andrew Paterson (BMW E36 318i).
FL Cumming 52.052s (87.62mph). P Brydon. S 17.
Race 2 (12 laps) 1 McKell; 2 Simpson +0.594s; 3
Brydon; 4 Morrison; 5 Thomson Mclntyre (Subaru
Impreza); 6 Lowell Forsyth (Lotus Exige). CW Simpson;
Brydon; Mclntyre; Mortimer; Paterson. FL McKell
53.921s (84.58mph). P Simpson. S 14.

Fiestas (11 laps) 1 Steven Gray (ST); 2 Jim Deans
(ST) +3.920s; 3 Barry Farquharson (ST); 4 Peter
Cruickshank (ST); 5 Russell Morgan (ST); 6 Nicholas
Forsyth (ST). CW Farquharson; Kristian Leith (XR);
Duncan Fox (XR). FL Farquharson 1m02.445s
(73.03mph). P Gray. S 12. Race 2 (14 laps)

1 Farquharson; 2 Wayne MacCaulay (ST) +1.487s;
3 Deans; 4 Cruickshank; 5 Morgan; 6 Forsyth.

CW Deans; Leith; Fox. FL MacCaulay 1m02.074s
(73.4Tmph). P Gray. S 13.
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O’Hara was under
pressure all race

KIRKISTOWN: MIARTIN DONNELLY TROPH

Y RICHARD YOUNG

Pressure affects different
people in different ways. Some
crumble under it, others thrive.
Kevin O’Hara falls into the latter
category and he proved thatin no
uncertain manner at Kirkistown,
becoming the first three-time
winner of the Martin Donnelly
Trophy. In a titanic 21-lap FF1600
battle, he fought off a series of
determined attacks rightup to
theflag.

O’Haraclinched polein an earlier
qualifyingrace, with victory over
James Roe. Noel Robinson and Jordan
Dempsey lined up on the second row,
and with both showing strong pace
all day, nothing was certain goinginto
thefinal. O’Hara got the drop asthey
randown to Colonial for the first time
with the pack close behind, Robinson
getting shuffled down the order by a
fast-starting David McCullough
fromrow three.

Roemounted thefirstattack, getting
alongside O’Hara several times, buthe
leftthe door open toolong, allowing
Dempsey toslipinto second. Dempsey
applied intense pressure to theleader,
settingfastestlapin the processand
even getting ahead briefly, before the
cool O’Harareestablished himself
atthefront. Robinson and David
McCullough had their own battle for
position, butsoon joined the top trio,
creatingafive-car battle for thelead,
until David McCullough’s adventures
caused him tofall back. Robinson
passed Roe and Dempsey to become
O’Hara’slatest tormentor, drawing
alongside several times but never
quitemanagingtograbthelead.

Attheflag, O’Hara, Robinson,
Dempsey and Roe were covered by just
0.8seconds. Ivor McCullough, having
hisfirstracein morethana year, took
fifth ahead of Alan Davidson.

Earlierin theday, Davidson

had followed winner Roe across
thelineinthe Northern Irish
FF1600finale.

If anything, Formula Vee produced
anevenmore intense battle for the
Emerson Fittipaldi Trophy. Ray
Moore took the honours, despite
the best efforts of a10-cartrain,
which changed every lap until the
flag. Behind Moore, Adam Macaulay
took second and Dan Polley third,
chased home by Anthony Cross, Gavin
Buckley and Jack Byrne.

Eventhenormally placid
Roadsports ganggotinonthe
Kirkistown battles, with Jim Larkham
and Mike Johnston enjoying plenty
of side-by-side action. Johnston got
ahead afew laps from the finish, only
tospinatthe Hairpin on thefinal tour
and hand the win to Larkham.

Racetwomight have been quieter,
with Larkham goingoutin the early
stages, but the fast-starting Paul

EWSA
INGERT

Conn foughthard to keep Johnston
honestall the way.

James Turkington led thefirst
Libre Saloonraceall the way, only
tofind himself removed from the
resultsduetoa ‘dead’ transponder.
Ulick Burke, drivinga Honda
Integra, inherited the victory.
Turkington reappeared in his
SEAT Leonforrace two, only to
spin on the openinglap. He carved
his way back to the head of thefield,
but Burke held him off to the flag.

Brendan Fitzgerald took the
honoursinboth Fiestaraces,
beating Paul Stewartin the first
and Mark Stewartin the second.
Dan Conlon and Eorann O’Neill
filled the podium positions.

Allthree Legends encounters
went to Paul O’Brien despite the
best efforts of Ian Conroy,
Jonathan Taylor and several
otherstounseat him.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Martin Donnelly Trophy Qualifier
(10 laps) 1 Kevin 0’Hara (Van Diemen
RF01); 2 James Roe (Van Diemen
RF99) +0.259s; 3 Noel Robinson (Van
Diemen JLO12K); 4 Jordan Dempsey
(Van Diemen RF00); 5 David
McCullough (Van Diemen RFO1);

6 lvor McCullough (Van Diemen RFO1).
Fastest lap Robinson 1m01.193s
(88.95mph). Pole Roe. Starters 19.
Final (21 laps) 1 0'Hara; 2 Robinson
+0.383s; 3 Dempsey; 4 Roe;

5 | McCullough; 6 Alan Davidson
(Mondiale M89S). FL Dempsey
1m01.340s (88.74mph). P 0'Hara.
S18.

Northern Irish FF1600 (13 laps) 1
James Roe (Van Diemen RF39); 2 Alan
Davidson (Mondiale M89S) +0.454s; 3
David McCullough (Van Diemen RF01);
4 Ivor McCullough (Van Diemen RFO1);
5 Ryan Campbell (Reynard FF89); 6
Henry Campbell (Reynard FF89). Class
winner Davidson. FL Roe 1m01.723s
(88.19mph). P Roe. S 17.

Irish Formula Vee (11 laps) 1 Ray
Moore (Leastone JH004); 2 Dan Polley
(LOH Sheane) +0.253s; 3 Adam
Macaulay (Sheane FV); 4 Anthony
Cross (Sheane FV); 5 Ken Brown
(Sheane FV); 6 Stephen Morrin
(Leastone JHOO4). FL Gavin Buckley
(Sheane FV) Tm06.351s (82.03mph).
P Moore. S 15. Emerson Fittipaldi
Trophy (12 laps) 1 Moore; 2 Macaulay
+0.215s; 3 Polley; 4 Cross; 5 Buckley;
6 Jack Byme (LOH Sheane). FL Cross
1m06.732s (81.57mph). P Moore. § 15.

Roadsports (13 laps) 1 Jim Larkham
(Radical PROB); 2 Mike Johnston (Opel
Tigra) +14.706s; 3 Paul Conn (Crossle
478); 4 John Benson (Crossle 37S);

5 Paul Thompson (Stryker Honda);

6 John McCandless (Crossle 47S).

CW Johnston; Thompson. FL Larkham
5.688s (91.19mph). P Larkham. § 9.
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Race 2 (13 laps) 1 Johnston;

2 Conn +1.099s; 3 Thompson;

4 Maurice McClay (Westfield SEi);
5 McCandless; 6 Wesley McCreary
(Westfield Honda). CW Conn;
Thompson. FL Conn Tm00.675s
(89.71mph) P Larkham. § 9.

Libre Saloon (13 laps) 1 Ulick Burke
(Honda Integra); 2 Stephen Potter
(Honda Integra) +0.448s; 3 Ciaran
Denvir (Honda Civic); 4 Stephen Traub
(Honda Integra); 5 Donal 0'Neill (SEAT
Cupra); 6 Francis Allen (BMW 330i).
FL Potter 1m02.335s (87.32mph).

P James Turkington (SEAT Leon).
$12. Race 2 (13 laps) 1 Burke; 2
Turkington +0912s; 3 Potter; 4 O'Neill;
5 Paul Sheridan (BMW 330i); 6 Aidan
Byme (Toyota Celica). FL Turkington
1m01.469s (88.55mph). P Turkington.
$12.

Fiesta Zetec (11 laps) 1 Brendan
Fitzgerald; 2 Paul Stewart +0.606s;

3 Daniel Conlon; 4 Michael Fitzgerald;

5 Eorann O'Neill; 6 Ricky Hull. FL M
Fitzgerald 1Tm17.369s (70.35mph).

P Conlon. S 14. Race 2 (11 laps)

1 B Fitzgerald; 2 Mark Stewart
+1.69s; 3 0'Neill; 4 Conlon; 5 P
Stewart; 6 M Fitzgerald. FL Conlon
1m17481s (70.25mph). P Conlon. § 14.

Legends (8 laps) 1 Paul 0'Brien;

2 Niki Meredith +1.264s; 3 Jonathan
Taylor; 4 lan Conroy; 5 Greg
Richardson; 6 Richard Kearney.

FL Conroy 1Tm07.981s (80.07mph).

P O'Brien. S 9. Race 2 (8 laps)

1 0'Brien; 2 Taylor +3.261s; 3 Keamey;
4 Conroy; 5 Geoff Richardson; 6
Lawrence Davey. FL Conroy 1Tm07.297s
(80.88mph). P 0'Brien. S 10. Race 3
(8 laps) 1 0'Brien; 2 Conroy

+1.066s; 3 Taylor; 4 Keamey; 5 Geoff
Richardson; 6 Greg Richardson.

FL Conroy 1Tm07.195s (81.00mph).

P Gordon Brown. § 9.
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WELCOMEALL T0 THE MOTORSPORT NEWS WEBSITE!

toconstruct thisnew
sitefrom scratch, and
tofinally give MNthe

ver thelast
few months
ourtech
team
hasbeen
toiling

updated What’s On section.
Goingforward we aimto
provide series-specific sub-
menus, giving you direct
linkstoeverythingfromthe
British Touring Car
Championship and British
GT, through to World
Rallying, Rallycross and

new outlet for usto create
fresh content, try new things
and bring you the biggest
national motorsport stories
asand when they happen.

Thesiteisstillinits

development span, meaning

weneed your feedback on

your experiences of using

dedicated digital
presence the title

deserves.Itisthelatest

investment made
inthetitle underits
ownership of the

Motorsport Network.
Please have apoke around,

takeinthestoriesand

columns, and also check out
whateventsare coming up
near youinourregularly

club-level competition.
This websiteisakey
developmentin the future
of Motorsport News,but we
also won’t be forgetting our
heritage. Thisisnota
replacement for the
weekly newspaper, more
acomplementtoit.
The paper copy of MNwill
continue unaltered, with the
website simply providinga

itin order tomakefurther
improvementstoitfor
thefuture.

Your feedback will help to
ensure that we give you the
best final product we can.

To give usyour views,
contactuson Twitter
(@MNDMotorsport), via
Facebook or viaemail
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk.

Go to A i HIaR B to check it out
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LOEB IIND PEIIGEOT
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ByHalRidge

Nine-time World Rally
champion Sebastien

Loeb will race in the World
Rallycross Championship
for a third season nextyear
after Peugeot announced
thatitwill continue with its
programme in the series.

The announcement putsanend
todoubt over Peugeot’srallycross
future beyond the conclusion of
2017. Although no timeframe has
beenannounced, referencesto
electricrallycrossinastatement
suggest that Peugeot seesalong-
term future in the sport.

World RX promotor IMG
revealed recently that the
addition of anelectric categoryin
the World RX structure wouldn’t

-?-n:'r" E

|__-L|(_.a=¢— 2

happen until 2020 at the earliest.
Peugeot stated that World RX’s
“global ambitions” tie in with its
business growth plan outside
Europe and that “the brandis
ready to support the evolutionsin
E-WRX aspartof itstechnological
plan, which aims to offer 80 per
centof themodelsin electrified
version by 2023”.

Peugeot brand chief executive,
Jean-Philippe Imparato said:
“The brand wants to be involved
inanew challenge with theidea
of accompanyingits own energy
transition butalsotocreatea
strongand uniquelink with
new customersand the new
generation. The E-WRX is the
perfectfitfor this strategy.

“The goal of the 2018 season will
betowin thetitle. Tothisend, we

Loeb is fourth
in 2017 points

arestrengtheningthe
developmentsinitiated by
Peugeot Sportand studying
the sports management system
implemented by the Hansen
family since2014.”
Itisnotknownif the
relationship with Kenneth
Hansen’ssquad, which has
partnered Peugeot Sport since it
entered World RXin 2014 and won
the Teams’ Championshipin 2015,
will continue intonext season, or
if current Team Peugeot-Hansen
drivers Timmy Hansen and Kevin
Hansen will beretained.
“It’sagreat opportunity
tolaunchmyself intoanew
electrifying experience and tobe
even closer tomy fans with the
WRX,” said Loeb. “I1look forward
todiscoveringthisnew frontier.”

|
New format for British Rallycross GP

ROUND-UP

Block axes WRX
Hoonigan project

Ken Block’s

Ford-backed

Hoonigan

RacingDivision

will terminate

its World

Rallycross

Championship
. programmeattheend of
2017 after theseasonfinalein

 South Africanextmonth.
Theannouncement came
justhours after Peugeot

had pledged to continue

intheserieslast week.

The Hoonigan team has
campaigned M-Sport-built
Ford Focus RS RX Supercars
since the start of 2016,
claimingthree winsin
itsfirst year, buthasn’t
been able to challenge for
winsin2017.

“Although we have
thoroughly enjoyed
competingin the exciting
FIA World Rallycross
Championship, it’sanatural
timeforustotakeabreakas
the future of the seriestakes
shape,” said Dave Pericak,
global director of Ford
Performance. “To continue
we would haverequired a
new race car,and with so
much discussion happening
around the future of
rallycross from a powertrain
package standpoint, itmade
sense forustopause.”

Photos: FIA World Rallycross |

“Bakkerud will |
be a hot property” |

Dave Robinson won the
Lulworth Cove Car Trial,
the opening round of the
highly competitive and
successful Woolbridge
Motor Club winter series of
sixevents. Uncharacteristic
hot sunny weather made for
dry sections with Robinson
taking a very narrow overall
win from Mark Hoppe.
Hoppe won the ballasted
front-wheel-drive class by a
clear margin and secured
the ASWMC championship
atthe final round for the third
time. Norton Selwood
swapped cars to share
Robinson’s Reliant, in the
absence of his smaller

brother Jack, and finished a
fabulous third overall.

New national BTRDA
Gold Star champion Shawn
Franklin returned to where
he started just four years ago
to take a class win and fourth
overall from Jeremy Searle
who drove superbly in his
106. The trial was dominated
by Citroen Saxos with nearly
halfthe entry made up of the
carin various model variants.
Vicki Hayward shared
Franklin’s Saxo, and
achieved best Lady, with son
Harvey best Junior, and
husband Craig thirdin class.
Simon Thomlinson
borrowed the motor club’s

The British Rallycross
Grand Prix will feature a
revised schedule for the
2017 running at Croft
next week, moving away

loan Vauxhall Corsa, winning
best Novice. Dominic
Bishop won the specials
class by asingle point after
24 tough technical sections.

eight-car quarter-finals.
The top four from each
will move into two semi-

finals, from which the top
four in each will progress |

The next event of the series fromthe A,B,C,D tothe Grand Prix final.
ison November 5. final format. Having previously
Duncan Stephens The event, which will held the British
run the day after the Rallycross finals on
Results final round of BritishRX Saturday afternoon

Organiser: Woolbridge Motor Club
When: Sunday, October 8 Where:
Dorchester, Dorset Starters: 30.

at the same venue, will
adopt the semi-final and

before the Grand Prix on

Sunday, organisers will

BrxiSCA F1l REPORT |

1 David Robinson (Reliant SS1) final format used by run the MSA category

35.7 per cent; 2 Mark Hoppe (Citroen the British and World (Supercar, Supernational |

Ssxlf?) 3&53%‘3.’ 4098"‘: 3 Ng”“';rse"g“i;: Championships, with and Junior) finals on

ga;:?"ﬁ Ga&' Amuﬁ"{'&mr::n 'S"a)fo); BN the addition of Sunday morning this

6 Will Lawrence (Citroen Saxo); quarter-finals. year, to give spectators

1 Jeremy Searle (Peugeot 106); The Grand Prix has afull day of action,

g g::enl'gcsﬁggg ((%Iltt:?)z[[: gaa’)‘(';)) beenrestrictedto40cars, commencing withthe

10 Vic Rose (Citroen Saxc). ' with the top 32 after two last British RX finals
qualifiers goingintofour of theseason.

FAIRHURST MAKES HIS MARK AS SHOOTOUT SERIES HEATS UP

BriSCA F1
By Neil Randon

Organiser: Startrax When: October 6 Where: Belle
Vue, Manchester Starters: 29

LeeFairhurstleaptupthe
National Points Shootout
rankings after romping away
with the Belle Vue meeting
final on Sunday night.

Having chased home Frankie
Wainman Jrtofinish second in
his openingheat, Fairhurst was
then forced torace most of the
second heat without power
steeringtofinish sixth.

Inaraceagainsttimeto
competeforthefinal after
unravellingand remounting
the power steeringbelt, Fairhurst

was lyingin third place when
theracehadtoberestarted at
the halfway point.

The Turn1fencehadtobe
repaired after heat one winner
John Dowson had planted Joe
Booth into Ben Riley, who went
sidewaysinto thefenceand
snapped afence post.

Atthisstageit wasJack France
wholed from world champion
Nigel Green, Fairhurstand
Shootout pointsleader Stuart
Smith Jr. Two laps after the
restart Fairhurst made his
move and shoved Green onto
France—whoboth tangled out
of contention—totake thelead.

“Igotagoodstart,” said
Fairhurst. “Ijustdinked Nigel

into Jack and went up theinside
them.Iwas half expecting Stuart
[Smith Jr] to be breathing down
my neck, but when Ilooked in my
mirrors there wasno-one there.
Hemusthave had some sort of
problem, sothat wasabonus.”
From that point on Fairhurst
stretched hislead and took the
flagfor his second Belle Vue
final victory of the season. Mat
Newson finished second ahead
of Paul Hines. Smith Jrlimped
homealapdownin 10th place
with a broken halfshaft.
Francemade amendstotakea
flag-to-flag victory in the Grand
National, winning from Green
and Craig Finnikin.
Fairhurstnow liesin second

placein the Shootout after five
rounds, 47 points behind leader
Smith Jr, in theraceforthe
silver roof that concludesat
Belle Vue on November 12.

Seriesleader Smith Jr’s
mainrival Frankie Wainman
Jrhadanighttoforget, only
scoring 14 points after an
evening beset with mechanical
issues afterhisopening
heatvictory.

Results

Whites and Yellows heat 1: 1 Karl Roberts; 2 Sam
Jacklin; 3 Chris Brocksopp. Heat 2: 1 Frankie Wainman
Jr; 2 Lee Fairhurst; 3 Stuart Smith Jr; 4 Mat Newson;

5 Nigel Green; 6 Craig Finnikin. Heat 3: 1 John Dowson;
2 Smith Jr; 3 Finnikin; 4 James Morris; 5 Green; 6
Fairhurst. Grand Final: 1 Fairhurst; 2 Newson; 3 Paul
Hines; 4 Morris; 5 Danny Wainman; 6 Scott Davids.
Grand National: 1 Jack France; 2 Green; 3 Finnikin;

4 Ben Riley; 5 Smith Jr; 6 Stephen Mallinson.
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MN’S RALLYCROSS REPORTER

HAL

he afternoon of October 4
2017 was pivotal for next
season’s World Rallycross
Championship. Within a
matter of hours, Peugeot
and Ford laid out their
future plans (see lead story). In short,
Peugeot is staying, Ford is not.

While uncertainty has hung over Peugeot'’s
rallycross future in recent months, all
indications pointed towards Ford remaining
in World RX. Although Ken Block's Hoonigan
Racing Division hadn't had the second term it
intended, on the back of winning three events
with the Focus RS RXin 2016 and finishing
third overall in both the drivers’ and teams’
championships, Block admitted to MNin
August that focus had already shifted to
developments for 2018.

Ford's departure is a big shame for World
RX, but the move has also thrown a curveball
into the driver market. Norwegian Andreas
Bakkerud, who has scored all but one of
the Hoonigan squad’s 11 podiums since
the start of 20186, is at the end of atwo-year
contract but had been expected to be
retained for 2018. However, now a free
agent, the 26-year-old is one of the most
desirable drivers in the paddock. It would
be mightily surprising if his phone hasn't
beenringing off the hook in the last week.

Bakkerud has won with every Supercar team
he has raced forin his career (LD Motorsports,
OlsbergsMSE and Hoonigan) in cars with a
variety of technical specifications. Assuming
that Peugeot will maintain Red Bull backing,
the same going for Mattias Ekstrom's EKS
squad if it continues next year, as a Monster
Energy athlete an energy drink clash may play
apartin Bakkerud's next move.

Despite a Monster link with Petter Solberg’s
PSRXteam, World champion Johan
Kristoffersson is expected to remain with
Solberg nextyear and even if he didn't,
Bakkerud and Solberg are hardly the best
of friends. While they have been competitive
in 2017, Bakkerud is unlikely to move to either
MJP Racing or STARD, squads that don't
have works-support, the latter also requiring
budget to obtain a seat.

There are murmurs in the paddock of
potential new teams, but there is a confirmed
new outfit that has the ‘correct’ energy drink
tiesandis in need of rallycross experience.
Guerlain Chicherit's GCK squad will
campaign a pair of Prodrive-built Renault
Megane Supercars next season. While
Prodrive clearly knows all about creating
title-winning equipment, an experienced
rallycross driver who has already helped to
develop cars would be a big asset.

GCKneedsto learn the discipline too, and
while Chicherit continues to progress as
adriver, a proven winner alongside him
would be a significant boost. Bakkerud and
his spotter, Dave Mansfield, are just the
package that GCK needs to get up to speed
quickly and Bakkerud's full-of-life outgoing
personality could fit Chicherit’s bill perfecily.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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A great week for UK success

Brits are making the headlines across the motorsport world

There was nothing but widespread joy at Kris Meeke’s victory on Rally Spain last weekend, but it wasn’t just
the success that made the Citroen man the star of the event, it was the way that he clinched the win. This
was notinherited, but this was earned. It was a really excellent performance, and it should hopefully boost
Wales Rally GB ticket sales even further.

On the other side of the world, Lewis Hamilton took a giant leap towards clinching his fourth world title with glory at
Suzuka. It would not just be another crown for the Mercedes man, it would be a history-making benchmark. No other
Brit has won four F1 world titles. We are in the middle of a phenomenal period and it should be judged as that.

Thenthere is Chris Ingram too, who sealed the Under 27s division of the European Rally Championship in Latvia with a
dramatic triumph. He has now scooped a £90,000 prize pot and it will certainly help him to continue his career trajectory.

It not often that there is a week where there a reason to wave the Union flag with a little more vigour, but this is one.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

YOUR PiCS (#0)

Motorsport News, October 4

! Drainis a strain
: F1teams spend countless millions on
: developingand buildingrace cars that
: arethe pinnacle of motorsport.
Some doit better than others goingon
: toachieve podium success.
Tomake it the pinnacle of motorsport,
: therace circuits have upped their game and
: improved facilities and importantly safety
: tokeep up with the demands of faster cars.
:  Sowhy was Romain Grosjean’s life
threatened by a simple drain coverin
: Malaysia. Videoreplays of the second free
: practice session showed it had been flicked
: upbyarightreartyre, when Valtteri Bottas’s
: Mercedeshit the cover on Turn12.
Fortunately there wasno damage to
: Grosjean but the same cannot be said for his
: race car. Post-incident, the powers that be
: applied common sense as the FIA decided
: thatthe circumstances causing the crash
: were ‘force majeure’ and no team penalties
* were given for breaking overnight garage
workingregulations.
:  However,Iheard nothingduring the
: weekend’s GP coverage about what penalty
: thecircuit hasbeen hit with for providing an
: unsafe circuit?
:  Ifthatwereanincidentonapublicroad
: thelocal council would foot the bill for fixing
. your car, atthe veryleast.
Working as a design engineer by profession
: inthe aerospace industry where the
: impossible is always taken account of at the
- : designstage, it seemsridiculous thatsuch a
e =y simpleitem can be allowed to cause such
...Lawrence also captured this car pushing hard : carnage toamulti-million poundrace car.
:  Idonotknowhow those covers arefixed in
: placebutasitflipped up are they hinged?
. Shouldthatbethe case, then surly putting
: thehinge such thata passing car would
: simply close a cover that came loose and
: stuck up, along with a hinge and cover fixing
: design that can take the fullload of arace car
: atspeed with an adequate margin of safety in
: strength to cope with the unexpected, would
: seem like simple design logic.
: Conveniently Malaysia is stepping off the
: Flcalendar from this point on butThope
: the FIA don’t walk away from this incident
: without further investigation.
: Stephen Cameron
: Worcestershire

: Well done Meeke

- What a great result for Kris Meeke and Paul

: Nagle on winning Rally Spain last weekend.
Colin McRae would surely be so proud of

: hisprotege!

:  With M-Sportclosinginonthe

: manufacturerstitleas well, itis good to

: getsome goodrally news for Great Britain

: forachange

. Let’shope Wales Rally GB continues the

’ : good news.

- = = : ¢ Also,welldonealso Travis Pastrama and

; Ash Sutton’s lunchtime read, == o B i = : Britain’s Robbie Durant on winning the

Ollie Coles leads, taken by Rebecca Farrow taken by editor Matt James James Dewar’s shot from the McRae Challenge : USARally Championship.

: Chris Wigmore

: Viaemail
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GUIDE

the 2005 Japanese GP with
Classic F1 (Saturday,
2300-0100hrs, Sky Sports

The penultimate round ofthe
TCRInternational Series
comes from Zhejiang in

China (Friday, 0910- F1), where McLaren’s Kimi
1040hrs, Motorsport.tv), with  Raikkonen took the lead
Brits Rob Huff and James from Renault’s Giancarlo

Nash looking to take victory.
From Down Underthere is
the Bathurst 1000 (Friday,
1040-1240hrs, Motorsport.
tv), as the Aussie Supercar
field take on The Mountain.
Take a step backin time to

World Endurance World

Fisichella on the last lap.

And watch the thrills from
the WRC which visited Spain
(Sunday, 0920-1010hrs,
Motorsport.tv) as M-Sport's
Sebastien Ogier still leads
the standings.

Championship: Touring Car
Fuji Championship:
HRace: Sunday, 0300- Zhejiang
0930hrs, BT Sport B Race 1: Sunday,
3/0730-0915hrs, 0730-0830hrs,
Eurosport 1 Eurosport 2

M Race 2: Sunday,
DTM: 0915-1030hrs,
Hockenheim Eurosport 1
B Race 1: Saturday,
1330-1500hrs, BT Sport3 NASCAR:
(delayed) Talladega
B Race 2: Sunday, 1400- MRace: Sunday,

1530hrs, BT Sport 1
(delayed)

1830-2300hrs,
Premier Sports

Ec) motorsport.tv

SUNDAY
WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP: FUJI

0245-0920hrs

Porsche will aim for its fifth win in a row

: RACING

! SATURDAY
: MCastle Combe, Wilts
. Finals Day: Formula Ford

. Carnival, Saloons, Sports/GT,
+ HotHatch, Porsches, :
: Monoposto Starts racing from @
: 1300hrs (qualifying from :
 0830hrs) Admission adult
: £15, child free Web

: castlecombecircuit.co.uk

i Contact01249 782417

: SATURDAY

: @OultonPark,

: Cheshire

: BRSCC meeting: FF1600,

: Formula 1000, XR Challenge,
¢ Fun Cup Starts racing from

: 1040hrs (qualifying from

: 0830hrs) Admission adult

: £15,under 13 free Web msv.
: com Contact 0843 453 9000

: SATURDAY/

: SUNDAY

: WSilverstone,

: Northants

: BRSCC meeting: Caterham
: Academy, Caterham

¢ Roadsports, Caterham 270R,
: Caterham Supersport,

: Caterham 310R, Caterham

: 420R, Open Sports, Track

* Attack, Production GTiMk2,

: GTiMk5 Starts Saturday,

: racing from 1325hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)
Sunday, racing from 1015hrs
: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission £10 Web

: silverstone.co.uk Contact

: 08704588260

: SATURDAY/

: SUNDAY

: EDonington Park,

: Leics

: BRSCC meeting: Alfa

: Romeo, Ford Fiesta, Fiesta

: Junior, Mazda MX-5, Coombs
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Saloons will race at

Combe on Saturday S8

: Challenge, HRDC Touring
: Greats,HRDC

: Academy/A-Series Starts
¢ Saturday, racing from 1240hrs :
¢ (qualifying from 0910hrs) :
Sunday, racing from 0905hrs
: Admission adult £17 Web
. Donington-park.co.uk

. Contact01332810048

: SATURDAY/

: SUNDAY

: HSnetterton, Norfolk
: MSVR meeting: GT Cup,

: LotusElise, Lotus Trophy, Mini
: Challenge, Production BMW,
: Racing Saloons, Radical

i Challenge Starts Saturday,
racing from 1235hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Sunday, racing from 1025hrs
: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £15, under
: 13free Web msv.com

: Contact 08434539000

: EPembrey, SWales

: BARC meeting: Trucks,

¢ Mighty Minis, Formula

: Academy, Renault Clio Junior,

Welsh Sports/Saloons Starts
i Saturday, racing from 1345hrs
: (qualifying from 0930hrs)

Sunday, racing from 0930hrs

: (qualifying from 0900hrs)

: Admission adult £15, child
: free Web barc.net Contact
1 01264882200

: RALLYING

: FRIDAY

: HIsle of Mull

: Beatsons Building

: Supplies Mull Targa Rally
: Starts 1030hrs

: Admission free

Web mullrally.org

Photo: Steve Jones

HTullyroan, Northern

: Ireland

: HotRods, Ulster

: Championship

! Starts 1830hrs

! AdmissionTBC

- Web nationalhotrod.com
: mSkegness, Lincs
i BriSCAF1

! Starts 1830hrs

¢ Admissionadult£19,
: junior£8

: Web brisca.com

: SUNDAY

: mBlytonPark, Lincs
i BTRDA Clubmans

: : Rallycross
: FRIDAY-SATURDAY :

: WJersey, Channel
: Islands

: Roberts Garages Jersey Rally :
: Starts 1200hrs

: Admission free

: Webjerseyrally.com

SPORTING
: SCENE
: SATURDAY

Starts 0900hrs

: AdmissionTBC
: Web btrda.com

EHednesford

: National HotRods

¢ Starts 1330hrs

¢ Admission TBC

: Web nationalhotrod.com

: Details correct at time of press
. butcheck before travelling

BRITISH

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL N

VY v A KN
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

THE YOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT w @:—D‘

Classified

D J

Dinery Club
Inrermational

Telephone: 0203 4058 110 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

Motorsport News Classified Brand New Private Seller Rates If you wish to advertise in the Address for advertising Important If you are a trade advertiser this must be

offers a fantastic opportunity to Lineage: Motorsport News Classified please The publishers reserve the right to refuse indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers

. . s i iabili are also reminded that they are responsible for
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat) call 0203 4058 110 or advertisements and do not accept liability for pneaieli >y : P "
: i : i = i . clerical or printers errors. plying with legal requirements currently in
based audience. Advertising with 25 words + Picture = £33 (£42inc vat) email mnads@motorsport.com Motorsport News Advertising Terms for approved accounts strictly net within force.
us puts your advert right in front Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat) Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 1 Eton Street, 30 days. The advertisers name and address fs'x Wee'l‘lst!“’“‘;e P”°:jt° fssue dattel;ﬁ?/“"sdl
i : : . must accompany all advertisements, whether for or cancellation ot any advertisement. eroal
of a very hands on and involved 5:011(;:’)1:1‘:1",::)‘1 Box Advert (subject to change on Bank Holiday Richmond, oo pany confirmation taken on the phone is binding,
motorsport market. . Weeks) TW9 1EF Any advertisement received too late for publication .
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat) Payment: Cheques and postal and any advertisement received too late for Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Private seller Offer orders should be made payable to inclusion in the current issue will automatically be ~1erms of atcceptance of advertising are available
25% off when you book for 4 weeks Autosport Media UK Ltd inserted in the next available issue. on request.

SPAR AND ACCESSORIES

@ www.proalloy.co.uk
(@ sales@proalloy.co.uk

01440 710266 753

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

’_ MARDI GRAS
\ MOTORSPORT u

\\\ Saloon Car Preparation
2A Brunel Close, tel: 01327 858006 fax: 01327 858800

Drayton Fields Ind Estate, email: info@mardigras.co.uk
Daventry, NN11 8RB web: www.performanceclutch.co.uk

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Distributors and agents for:

VDO

RACING FUEL Cfm Performance Instruments

FIRE SERVICES
Extinguisher Refills on Site

VARLEY RED YOP"  BIIXTIYHLT

Tweet Us facebook.com/
Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from [® S @ProAlloy proalloy.motorsport
drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce - =
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more. = WWW.proaIon.CO. uk

PERSPEX WINDOWS DID

Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or -
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents, YOU KNOW?
full thermo-forming service now available. 15% of our readers

>>>>> WORLDWIDE EXPORT<<<<< || } 0 p00n reading

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS for longer than 5
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds, LS19 6PJ

Tel: 0113 250 9852 years. Advertising

in Motorsport News

a

Fire & Safety Systems Lid.

RACELOGIC RACING e

== Fro Line =

helps you put your

advert in front of a

S’PHINGS

~ X 55 e
Ibacll m &castrol |

loyal audience who

Roce Exhousts trust the title.
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

, Follow Us Like Us 7 ~
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts [ A“ovwheelrepairs com]
01753532222 // Sfmpslﬂﬂ Exhausts « Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

wheels and castings.

DAV 11D DAV L l)
- Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead AUDIEN AUDE
blasted and powder coated. B ASSOCIATES [ & associATES

- Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset AR IR INSURANCE RROKERS

FABR’CAGE ;% [a'tered- Chevette )

Manufacturers of cars and components A
ROLLCAGE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE | | Full range of engine components for: | | to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR. - _ = POL“:I ES FUH
.................................................................. +«HSR bOdy kitS, springs, ShOCkS, roll

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM cages and all parts required and all I' b . . v" COMPETITION CARS
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience LOTUS 900-SERIES partsrequired to buld cars o works e - -} v RALLY & RACE CARS

spec.

Your Safety is our Priority VAUXHALL XE - 40 years of experience to share. ' ;-;_ ; VY v" SERVICE VEHICLES

From Hnaltl to IHace. Autograss to Rally, VAUXHALL ECOTEC I AN JEMI s 0“
Historic to Current Day ROVER K-SERIES ENG'NEER'NG

Call or buy online! 11— """ """ || PHIONE: 0161 440 7590

o1p] "ol 0" AMEAOMNI® | BisHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA quote form on rallycar-lnsurance co uk
LN pAchlyj (01904 703 863 Hakinr

%

SCHRICK:

SACHS

I.--.--I-I-IIIIIII-I

For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbigg

& 07801749 888
= fabricagebt@gmail.com f
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MARKETPLACE

.D W | | | | L ;@S; L | B, |
) (R3020.1) .£62.00

B
PR

KoT1Pl01)7 '£52 e .High quality, reliable, quiet " /4240 LTR/HR
{ .

(P3017.1)

Used by professionals | <", 210 LTR/HR @ 3BAR|

- [GEd / |

ity | s
] ! el = | | MOTORSPORT

(P3018.1) £56.00

QReplaces:|Bosch(05805254]9111)

(P3019.1)
Replaces:;Bosch 05

. A L 5 -
580,254,910/941), £5) (378[LTR/HR
RIS, &% 4318 LTR/HR @ 3BAR

Replaces:Bosch10580,254.044

O Tel: 01784 493 555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

We henve
Historic Engine SpecialistspiR®. 87/ VBN
Pord Cosworth BDA/BIG, W BT Customercars but

3 14 ne el - . 3 S K
Lotus Twin Cam, BLMW 1il10 Season packages
e o — o o > RALLY CAR HIRE AND PREPARATION

= e ) ) Award winning cars

T: 01970 630730 E: enquiries@tsaltamotorsport.couk NIGHT EVENTS AND STAGES

Hockly Motorsport Ltd
A one stop shop for your rally needs

Paint & rust removal services in our bead blasting chamber
Milling & turning in our machine room
Roll cage manufacture & shell preparations
General servicing & maintenance workshop
with four wheel alignment
Mail order parts from our extensive range

of motorsport components

Contact us today
Telephone 01686 628594 Email sales@hh-ms.com
Visit www.hh-ms.com

Craig Beck Racing Ltd

7. 07876 221 932 e
E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk LS
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

IPrefiessiend) Metenapens Rars, Spares @ Gadlky Barfpmet c'ﬂ'fam & covers
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ )
- ! Pattern ‘Oscar’ lamp, E-marked
a m W‘W-l‘ﬂ"ydesigﬂ.to.llk ~J L ] L . ) | Pattern ‘Super [)scl::r *lamp, E-marked

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

Genuine Cibe Oscar £89.50 E107.40
L£99.50 E1719.40
£39.00 E46.80

E44.50  E53.40

Spare Oscar light cover pair L1590 £19.08

- Spare Super Oscar light cover pair £19.90 E23.88

NEW Massive 2017 Full colour Rally Design Moftorsport Calalogue NOW AVAILABLE! - Power LED spotlamps, 77 x 12,600 lumens  each  £94.00 E112.80
A Power LED spotlamps, 9" x 22,000 lumens each £112.40 E134.88

o\ NEC WELDERS -
(LASSIC/ S o - P 2%
collect your FREE s e e . MOTOR | Novenslias oy allv [ esion & TIG

Lockable fuel
copy of our - st ! filler ca Arc welder, 200 amp £92.29 £111.95
- . 2 ') assem ig welder, 120 amp LA7.08 L105.46
MASSIVE 2017 - 2017 : Mig welder, 121
; - 3 ) £49.50 £59.40 Mig welder, 200 amp £194.48 £233.38
m spor M!fi'so 1 : iy . o sl i = ARC & TIG welder, 180 amp £157.20 E188.64
¥ 3 " \ ow ally radiator
manew i C = e % ) £179.60 £215.52 Pro Riveter Kit /
0 / '“'i["‘ T R I - e RS2000 (Pinto) ally rdiator PROFESSIONAL

see! " L Gl Ty ] M il | Starter/Chargers

50,70 E60T2

ESCORT
MK1 & 2 PARTS

Starter/Charger, max. 100 amp L98.70 E118. -N
7 stage charger - reconditions deeply dischar

ead acid batteries £29.80 £3 7r

thw inverter - incl, USB port £99.90 £119.88

for just -
£149.70 BlackLine
12 piece 1/2* drive netric socket set £'7’-“

finc. 72 tooth ‘Pro” ratchet handle) £14.48 E17.38 POWER TOOLS

10 picce 1/2” drive SAE socket set £9.68 £11.62 U\ 4 50Nm Cordless
48 piece 1/4” drive socket set £15.59 E18.71 Impact Wrench

Interupfer pump
.‘EV;O.W £34.80

72 piece 1/4 & 1/2" drive sockel sel L3760 E45.36 #
Wilwouod brakes kit, 265510, Powerlil i 279.51 E335.41 '?'J piece 1/4 & 172" drive socket set s ) Se
Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper E448.49 E538.09 s o efm wseful :e:wc!r m;u'.n , ki , i;q i: :__g}:gg
Wilwood brakes kit, 2. . Midilite caliper E£551.40 E661.68 WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00 E34.80 3 piece sockel extractor sel - remove locking nuts .92 £23. _ ) : -
Balance bar pedal box, cable cluich i £ ;P:"!. 50 £227.40 WCP solid state fuel pump Lio.on  £22.480 1:2% deive anhversal cpopling . Fhis 5030 Lﬂ:iuge;.ﬂf;gd;‘::::;? ;Iv :En;-:i-h :ﬁ::ﬁb:i;ﬁz’r‘ﬁﬁﬁ;{-fﬂgf
Balance har pedal box, hydraulic clutch E215.00 £258.00 WCP injection fuel pump from L1962 £23.55 Pro riveter kit - rivets, rivstuds, pop rivels 3909 L4109 4a s.m»u;:g batteries and q:.rk-.lr (."hdrj"(’.! o -
RMD “Formula’ balance bar pedal box finc, cyls) £237.12 Bonnel pin kits, stainless E5.00 E6.00 Box set of rivels, studs & pop rivels £34.50 E41.40

Blackline ‘swaged’ stainiess brake lines, 3-line E£315.69 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40 Torque lvmnc‘-'!,l-lﬂ = 210Nm L1190 EJ!}&N OTHER BLACKLINE POWER TOOLS & ACCESSORIES
6x13 L,,., 00 £82.80 Aerocatch from  £31.00 £37.20 1 piece magnetic bits socket £4.85  E5.82 450Nm Impact wrench, mains 240v £57.38
7x13 L7600 £91.20 Avanti map light from E19.50 E23.40 4 piece socke adaptors, 1/4 - 3/8 - 1/2 16 piece Impact socket set, 1/2” drive s
8x13 LH7.50 £105.00 Manifold wrap, 2% x 15 meltres (5001), Vermiculite £29.600 E35.52 3/8 drive oxygen sensor sockel, 8mm slot Standard ratchet handle, 72 tooth, 1/2" drive £7. £9.58
Bls £99.00 ET18.80 Roll cage padding, 3it, BT fire rating £6.00  £7.20 3/8 drive oxygen sensor socket, 22mm slot Extendable, 180° head ratchet handle, 72 tooth, 1/2” drives 15 E18.95
g ;F“—"-"-‘ .')‘.’8*&" Vj -‘J’:"’i‘ plug ’C;(fﬁ T [“-;;;’ [i‘;‘:‘;‘ 4Ah Samsung spare lithium battery £ E39.58
iece sockel adaplors, impac - - - - A6 & =211 10-1551 2
Classic Ford #*2 ""-o' I 6 :iw:cr 1/2 Hﬂknﬁlgen im;ar.'.r socket £11.90 E14.28 :'::F;:- .:.:.::c .f;ff‘{pz_.L;{N;?EE;;:,;{,:-J”} » Eﬂzﬁ
£69.00 £82. M16 calipers fo fit standard discs, 1i piece 3/8 oil drain socket L1451 £22.29 Universal ball joint impact socket, 1/27 drive £9.90
pair £89.00 £106.80 5/8 oxygen sensor crowfoot wrench £1.84  L£4.61 250Nm fightweight impact wrench, 3/8" drive £74. a0 £89.76
M16 calipers to fit vented discs 1/2 oxygen sensor crowfoot wrench £3.98 E4.78 12 piece impact long-reach socket set, 3/8" drive £11.58 £13.89
(o spacers needed), 14/17mm hex drain plug key £2.90 £3.48 1.5Ah Samsung spare lithium battery £15.90
" pair £90.50 £118.20 11 piece 3/8 spark plug/glow socket L1834 £22.01  Cordless pawer drill, 18y, 52Nm torque £49.80
“Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair 812 £9.75 Group 1 vented discs (247x20, V“”’!""_ calipers, """'l {1500y, high quality Lt £21.48 19 piece cobalt drill set, din 338, 1-10mm _ E16.58 £19.90
Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-220lbs ~ pair  £11.80  E£40.56 pair £41.20 £9.44 10 picce T-Handle Allen key set £11.90 £14.28 Cordless screwdriver, 7.2y, lightweight, 6 torque settings £19.42  £23.30
Escort RS front springs, 145-2200bs pair L3180 E40.56 Angle grinder, 1100w x 125mm diameter, TT00rpm  £23.00  £27.60
Gaz, adjustable front shocks ecach  £67.60 £81.12 N ENGINE ':"'“;h'-‘ﬂ "‘;::Bgmfmar;@'m' Pl s £39.81 tj;gg
Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 L eal gun, w, L2y Y P RAr LI .
Ga{,:uilm‘:lbie m":‘riar shocks each  L65.00 £78.00 - TOOLING :Z::: mini E":"g‘" f’;‘”‘]"{ﬂ:}’—‘. A Eises i_—j:i?;
ick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio L£119.50 E143.40 Jlw mini grinder plus 130 piece rofary tool sel .
- i RH 2:4 ratio E£139.50 £167.40 Escort Laminated Windscreens 19pc Universal timing/focking sef £17.92 £21.50
LH 2:4 ratio E149.50 £179.40 Engine locking tools, Duralorg — £26,68 £32.02 Blackline
Escort MkT front laminated screen (incl, rubber) L69.50  EB3.40 Ford engine tming tool sel,basic L7 36 £B.83 Porfable Generaftors
Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 EB3.40 Ford engine timing tool set,pro  £59.90 £71.88 0.9kw Portable generator g E98.90
Escort MkT front screen rubber £24.92 E£29.90 Ford fan clistch wrench L9.94 £11.88 1.2kw Portable generator £149.50
Escort MkT rear screen rubber £23.92 £28.70 Opel/Vaushall pro timing fool set. £59.90 £71.88 2.5kw Workshop penerator £166.58 £199.90
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber 29,08  £34.90 Piston bore honing set, 3 stone £9.36 £11.23 1. Dk m,,k;;,,,’? sm(.,_,,,,, £229.08 £274.90
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 E34.90 Spare stones to suit honing set £4.90 E5.88 ELP 2.0kw ;;,“.,P,,_ﬁ;c,_.m.mk”‘ =5 =
H/duty quick steering racks  RH 2:4 ratio L174.50 £209.40 Laser windscreen chip repair kit i Lld00 £10.60 Valve lapper tool, 2 piece E320 E6.24 {suitcase style) £331.67 £398.00
RH 22 ratio E£204.50 £245.40 Perspex sliding window kit pair £19.85 E23.82
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £221.40 SET UP EQUIPMENT
[H 2:2 ratio £214.50 £257.40 Escort Mk2 Rubber Paris - Sw 7
OFM style steering rack mounts pair  E16.80  £20.16
Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, — each £59.50 L7140 Bonnet hump stop pair £6.20 .
Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each L59.50 £71.40 Bonnet rail hump stop, set of 4 £10.90 JACKING
Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10
Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6,90 EQUIPMENT
Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 i =
Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 3.0 ton Trolley jack . E16.50  E43.80
Handbrake backplate dust boots pair {7 Trackace in cardhoard hox L5800 £69.60 2.0 ton, loin profile Pro’ parage jack E136.65 £163.98
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 Trackace in blow moulded case : L6800  EBT.60 3.0 ton, loin profile ‘Pro’ garage jack £186.40
TCA's “Pattern’ style pair £36.50 £42.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 Gunson Trackrite caster/camber gauge - magnetic mount £19.50  £23.40 3.0 ton double fo‘-f‘ 'P'f* -"!'_' stands - pair £19.50
TCA's “OEM’ style pair £61.50 £72.20 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair LR.00 Blackline caster/camber gauge ‘Bubble type’ E15.75 EIB90 6 ':"_" double fack ‘Pro” axle stands - pair L":‘
Bush insertion tool, TCA & link E14.90 E£17.88 Shock absorber top caps pair £13,90 2.25 ton Lghiweight fack £
Twin cam anti-roll bar £59.50  E71.40 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £2.90 iy cM“f arhqgmuk i L:J;’ 5
Anti-dive kit £10.00 £37.20 il line bulkhead grommet £5.10 3.0 ton “Pro” axle stands, pair A34.5¢
World cup X-member E£106.50 £127.80 Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 Camber Gavge wm ft":_;:,;e' hyCiraulic I - each f‘"" f?
World cup mounts pair £28.50 E34.20 pigital ?’2"‘; £80. 72 7500b en; "’:‘.ﬂaf_l::-.d :(___: : ‘;f
RS2000 track rod ends C RN SPECIAL HAND TOOLS i 1500 flodable engine stand £54.03
Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling £19.40 E23.76 i cevillon -l £49.50
4-link kit £119.50 £143.40 it ;
Heavy duty 4-link kit E£185.00 £222.00 Blackline digital caster/camber gauge, | ofic mount £67.27  £80.72 Trolley styie tool bax Y
Group 4 round turret kit kit £65.00 E£78.00 B5mm long, M3 - M10  £6.90 £8.28 Blackline caster/camber gauge mounting ﬁ including Whu-.rr".u{-rp sot
Mk1 spring shackles carsel L17.000  £20.40 100mm long, M5 - M12 £7.90 £9.48 digital gauge - suit wheel diameters 10-207 E107.28 £128.74 Tyre. T pn.rking mat - pair
Mk2 spring shackles carset £231.50 £28.20 Turntables, 1.5ton each capacity pair  E£139.80 E167.76 Anti-skid grid, rollable
OFM style RS front strufs each  £96.95 E116.34 Digital tyre pressure gauge L3.80 £4.56 & 200kes
Group 4 spec. front RS struts each E128.00 E£153.60 Digital tyre depth gauge £4.80  £5.76 ,-m;,ﬁ; : £105.01
:‘S “M:"f ":"" G pair if::: E;' ig:j:: Car creeper, lightweight, 36 £11.90 L‘J.-Sizﬂ'
eavy duly steering arms, gusse| air 79.50 5. : &
Quick fit Jm.rmg .ﬁm kit ¥ ﬁ.\lf{ £9.60 ET1.52 TESTING Mﬁi\f‘:lg’q;:::;e:::’fdwe tic L:_ I;‘: l:: IS;:::
Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each  £42.50 E£51.00 Gear Ratchet EQUIPMENT 10 ton _;I'dem-;( ko prﬁuwma £133. r;" £160.68
Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 E13.08 Spanners 101 x .‘yd dis .f.rhpni 2z £41.70  E£50.44
Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40 10 Ton Fycliatlle-body ceoatr bl Deie Dok
Taper leaf springs, 1461b rate each  E49.50 £59.40 72 TOOTH - THE BEST QUALITY! [~ o finder Leak Defector P s e pntf i 76.2 :9; 44
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 £51.88 7 piece metric set, & - 19mm £217 .83 £26.80 T;;e.rlwisuiin i ,Fuﬂ '.ad:'
Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 23,70 £28.44 48"';‘er tack J'E’ps-l'ﬂ{aﬂmm —— .f_.'! 90
Rear lamp protectors pair 2. £15.48 7 piece SAE set, 5/16 - 3/4 o 14 & &
Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump L£137.00 E164.40 = £23.70 E28.44
Kaylan mudilaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50  E£19.80 .
Body jacking kit L1950 £14340  Wire twisting pliers, 7 £9.92 £11.99  Sylinder Jeak detector EEHES , £26.40
Silicone hase kit, Mexico or RS2000 10/12mm spark plug thread chaser Edl7  £E4.88 Fuel injection test port £19.38  £23.26 (4) Wheel tyre carrier £24.92 £29.90
favailable blue, black or red) carsel £62.34 E74.81 14/18mm spark plug thread chaser E4.10 £4.92 Diesel engine compression fest £27.20  E32.64 (4) Wheel tyre carrier,
Propshaft, type 9 - English/Atlas axle £99.50 £119.40 5 piece ;,,;f foint separator kit £0.08 £10.89 9 piece petrol engine compression test 92 £17.90 handle & lock £19.00 £47.76
Blackline hefical LSD - English (22T) £324.00 £388.80 3 piece exhaust pipe expander ETL66 £12.99
Blackline helical LSD - Atlas (16T) £354.00 E424.80 11 pl'ecl.- trim removal kit LHOB  £9.69 m
e, n 10.5" heavy duty circlip pliers, replaceable tips £817 £9.80
5, 53.5, 3.9 44.4.7, 4.9, =
ol YR 03 33 AR AT A el s Spare fips lor crclp pllers £490 £5.38  Rechargeable workshop light - 30 LED E19.50
% 3.4,3.7, 4.5, 5. 25800 .61 UEAGLY N Sl L . £6. Rechargeable under bonnet light - 120 LED £39.50 £47.40
s, e an Bl o i bck oo cioa £1im AIR COMPRESSORS ,
5.soeed heavy duty searlever  E40.50 E48.60 Pro” brake piston wind back tool £17.69 £21.23 & TOOLING
il ko G140 1738 T er 23 G (A
M10 white/black nylon gearknoly £12.50  £15.00 M.lgnrﬂ'r :‘:‘:g protector cover £7.36 EB83 WHEELS Prices from
Coil spring compressors pair L£11.90 £14.28
Bralle bleeder vacuum tester £17.69 £21.23
16 picce oil filter removal sockels L1873 £22.48
Motorcycle chain breaker L1563 E18.76 I Cark Double cylinder air pump, max 150psi (60ltrs/min)  £29.50° £35.40
Heavy duty crimper set 24.90 £29.88 Natura, Hi-flow air pump (1501trs/min) £59.50  £71.40
T2 Mive 3 s vhheel it skt iie Fee - Sealey Direct Drive, Thp, 6ltr tank, 4cfm £92.98 £111.58
Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH cach £265.22 £318.27 17 piece clutch alignment kit £111 £12.13 £159.50 £791.40 Sealey direct drive, 3hp, 1000tr tank, 12.6cfm E246.97 E296.36
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, sid. each £86,52 125mm piston ring compressor L4.55 E5.46 15 piece 1/2" Impact wrench kit £25.18 £30.22
Mkz2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000 each  L175.00 £210.00 46 piece multi-purpose puller kit 825 £9.90  Black spokes, suede rim £39.50  £47.40 ; 3 prce, ; :: ,f. “ rat f_ﬁf;' W’?""ﬁ _f:"' ﬁ“ﬁ £28.85
o ” . 10 piece bearing race driver kit £21.69 £19.89 Black s s, black leather rim L £52.20 prece It AiF hammer ki Lizae
Pull Ksting of all MEY atl:-MK2 body panels on our wehaite 96 ;u'cu- drain ;!ug repair kit £25.76 £29.90 (arbfmp!?ﬁ spokes, suede rim L5250 £63.00 6 piece air drill kit £19.35

3 piece HV LP spray gun kit £29.63
INNNNNN PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT IS 50 piece air tools - Impact, ratchet, hammer & accs.  £59.40

www. rallydesign.co.uk
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W MBTBRSBEIRT £ o B ik g
_ | Glencoe Ltd - Facet UK Concessionaire
THROTTLE LINKAGE KIT :

Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
\Iest life cycle: 6,000 hrs

D
AL :Q cacel

Pt No.
STLK 100

£58.00

2072245 ~ 48 ~ 50

INCLUDES: - SPHERICAL JOINT THROTTLE LINKAGE A
- ALUMINIUM PEDAL BLOCK - 2 rcs x THROTTLE CABLE EE= Made in the USA EEE= w/

Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555 Tel: 01784 493 555

PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% .
Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

& www.glencoeltd.co.uk www.glencoeltd.co.uk

Motorsport

+ POWER <+ PERFECTION + PERFORMANCE
PREPARATION AT ITS BEST

Sole suppliers of Quick Motorsport Power Steering
Modules asxsed by Ken Block, Phil Collins &Shris Rennells

Contact us @
www.quickmotorsport.co.uk or find us on Facebook
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MARKETPLACE /T TRANSPORTERS

EMPIRE RV
Living the high Lite

THINK

Automotive

Think Automotive are
specialists in oil
cooling systems and

With our MONSTER

all aspects of vehicle s |
plumbing. We are the SeIeCtlon’ we are
manufacturer and \ S
distributor of Mocal® Euro pe s |al"gest
products. | - ' -

SUPP|ieI" 0 f

American RVs!

v
CI’Il
wETN INNOYATION - QUALITY - RANGE

Alominova  (PMEE) NEWTON

We stock and distribute the finest automobile products,
such as oil coolers, hosing, hose fittings, filler caps,
water pumps, oil pumps, heaters, gauges and more.

Tel: 020 8568 1172
Web:www.thinkauto.com

www.EmpireRV.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

SALES CORPORATE RENTALS
VEHICLE MANAGEMENT SERVICING

Email: info@thinkauto.com
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

s e

‘Connected to you

E=—————

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat : AT
L s TENLEES
Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers. TR

Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
RAGE msmm@ For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

WOODFORD TRAILERS DEALERS UK

POTHSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
Tel: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
W: www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE
MOTORCARS
Office ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mobile ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
W: www.vandp.net

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road
Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Tel: 07933842719
E: ellisviner@btinternet.com
W: www.southeast-trailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road
Wallington, Surrey, SM6 7BJ

Tel: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester, Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
E: info@trailers.co.uk

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
Tel: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
W: www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
Tel: +44 (0)1787 249737
Tel: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
W: www.1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington, West Sussex
RH20 4LR
Tel: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
W: www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1
Marsden Barn
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
Tel: 01455641367
Mob: 07968888624
E: marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels
Main St
Strelley
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
Te:.01159293901
Mob:0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6
Lion Works
Pool Rd,
Newtown
Powys
SY16 3AG
Tel: 01686 628144

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell
Leeds
LS26 0SB
Tel: 01132887179

E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk

W: rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading
RG7 1NB
Tel: 01183240403

E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
W: www.lovelltrailers.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND

MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT

Tel: 0044(0)2885549851

W: www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited e 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

| ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com

A sto;;,st; — —— COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES | I T
m - Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more PITTTRCRTTICTIY
01527 908616 | . ‘ Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax; 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE CARS

NIRRT = & —— RACE &RALLY

jondelrace@aol.com ' Bty - 'MCR oa— ( PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
- z 's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

FOR OVER 40 YEARS _____,...a
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD anspon‘r
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 WWWw. mardlgras co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTS

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST Teamwear Specialists - 1o
OLlorspor s
GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS [ rint .
We h i ilable for Track d , Sal ing and our NEW! R y W
e w——— . ick Turnaround |
put togather the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
‘.[\3 S - 4 sosrtoon kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide ®No Logo Set Up Fees
GroupB Motorsport.”  call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit; gmuphmntorsporl com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorspori@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. Ogomeu P.Co U

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

 Performance Tuning Specialists — P t B@m —
< erhampt | +240Swet g ar BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
) MOfOf'Spﬂff 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity - wWwWw.pa rt-box.com —
y * Life Racing and Omex Engine Management TELEPHONE: 0121 557 2707  E-MAIL: SALES@PART-BOX.COM )) C
e-mail . g Onnected tO ou
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com Weber, DelrOrto and SU Carbursttor Agents cCoBB %ENUlNE FORD MHKIS . s DEATSC y

onvist Plus much more, Contact us on OMPONENTS it A S
northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 FREE UK DELIVERY AVAILABLE. OPEN 24/7. GREAT TECHNICAL SUPPORT. www.bria njames_co_uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydrauli
nfoparts aueetycrautics www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Livimg the hight e
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES
J— T3,
Rally & Race Gearboxes, Stock and custom made = COMPOMOTIVE
GearKits, L5D' and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. F MOTORSPORT WHEELS
T: 01782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. Winning all over the world since 1973...
(‘6!( . .
E: sales(@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 ?& ///j" Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Francesca Hall Ben Kavanagh Abbey Gunner
Classified Advertising Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8108 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: francesca.hall@motorsport.com E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com




=SEAT

" THE NEW LEQR
' OUR CUP RAC

-

[ TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY
THE NEW SEAT LEON CUPRA WITH 300HP.

We’ve built the new Leon CUPRA with the soul and the parts of our award winning CUP RACER, with a powerful design and a stylish interior to match. Whether you’re in the
sporty SEAT Leon CUPRA or the Leon ST CUPRA with 4Drive, it’s time to take the adventure to the road.

FOLLOW US ON: & @ seaT.co.uk

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon CUPRA range in mpg (litres per 100km): urban 31.0 (9.1) — 33.6 (8.4); extra-urban 46.3 (6.1) —
49.6 (5.7); combined 39.2 (7.2) — 42.2 (6.7). CO, emissions 164 — 153g/km. Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not
reflect real driving results.



