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AWARDS 2017

HOW YOU VOTED

Chr st an Horner

Red Bu l 35 5%

Toto Wo ff

Mercedes 34 4%

Maur z o Arrivabene

Ferra i 9 5%

Robert Fernley

Force India 9 2%

Guenther Steiner

Haas 4 2%

Other 7 2%

“To w n an award that has been voted by the public always has an

extra spec al sat sfaction and I’m flattered for the second year in a

row desp te not w nning on track to collect this award I’m hugely

honoured and grateful to the readers of F1 Racing and it’s n ce to

beat Toto [Wo ff] at someth ng this year We’ll be fight ng hard to

g ve the best cars we can to our dr vers next year to hopefully take

the fight to Mercedes and Ferrari ”

Chr st an Horner

One of Horner’s strengths has been manag ng

young d ivers a legacy perhaps of h s days

running his Arden team n For ula 3000 e te

a bad year in terms of reliab lity and a slow sta t

on the perfo mance front he’s managed the

expectat ons of the youthful Max Verstappen

and more importantly convinced Max to extend

h s deal w th the team unt l the end of 2020 The

partnersh p with Dan el R cc ardo is arguably

the strongest driver pair ng n F1 so Horner will

be tested in the coming years f the pair are

squabbl ng over wins Thankfu ly he can draw on

h s exper ences of smoothing fract ous tussles

between RBR team mates Sebastian Vettel and

Mark Webber in seasons past

With a new set of regulat ons for 2017 many

pred cted Red Bull would be fight ng for the world

championship But power unit reliab lity and

performance has fallen short again

Horner’s biggest frustration remains the engine

formula As a loyal Bern e Ecclestone ally he has

had to ingratiate h mself with F1’s new owners and

has spoken eloquently of the need for change He

has always ma ntained that the drivers should

be cast as the heroes who race the wo ld’s

fastest mach nes and they should be using

a much s mpler powertrain As Horner has

proclaimed on numerous occas ons “ t’s down to

us to provide [our dr vers] w th a competit ve car ”

Otherwise as he knows only too well they go

looking for seats elsewhere

TE
OF THE
Christi
Red Bull Ra g
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The Circu t G lles Vi leneuve in Montréal is a tr cky

l ttle track to master Its chicanes and short radius

bends require hard braking and p ecise rotation

points with the car The closer a driver can get to

the edge of the concrete walls that line the ex t of

nea ly all the corners the quicker they wi l be

In Montréal this June we w tnessed a

maste class In Q3 Sebastian Vettel went fastest

on his first run only to be ecl psed by Lew s

Ham lton On Vettel’s second run he got within

0 004 seconds of Lew s But then the Mercedes

man demolished his own prev ous best time with

an nch perfect be ter setting the fastest lap ever

recorded at Montréal and more importantly

match ng Ay ton Senna’s 65 pole ecord

When he stepped out of the car Hamilton was

handed a replica Senna helmet a g ft from the

fam ly of the fa len great

“Ayrton is the one who inspi ed me to be where

I am and to match h m and receive th s is the

greatest honour ” sa d Lewis after qualifying that

day “I equalled Ayrton in race w ns 41) a while ago

so this has been my focus As a kid I thought f I

was lucky I could emulate Ayrton and it’s strange

to th nk that now I have that many poles ”

At Monza just s x races later Hami ton set a

new benchmark he scored his 69th pole pos tion

to put him top of the all time pole posit ons list

eclips ng Michael Schumacher’s 68

“It’s awesome to receive th s award

aga n t’s been such a special year

on so many levels so much growth

and qualifying has been very sol d I

always look forward to Saturday and

try to squeeze every drop out of the

car and a little bit more It’s a eally

pure moment when the car s at its

l ghtest and most n mble “

Lewis Hamilton

QUALIFIER
OF THE YEAR
Lewis Hamilton
Mercedes

HOW YOU VOTED

Lewis Ham lton 68 0%

Max Verstappen 17 4%

Sebastian Vettel 5 2%

Fernando Alonso 2 2%

Daniel Ricc ardo 1 7%

Other 5 5%
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Lewis Hamilton has become Formula 1 world champion
for the fourth time and in the process confirmed
himself as a global icon, with a resonance extending
far beyond his sport. He reveals all to F1 Racing
about what it means to win on his own terms

“I DID ITMY Y
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“

It’s touching that Lewis Hamilton still takes

un-fakeably genuine pleasure at receiving reader

awards from F1 Rac ng.

As we hand over frames celebrat ng his Driver

RI WKH <HDU DQG 4XDO ¿HU RI WKH <HDU DFFRODGHV

(see page 41 for more) that brilliant Aw shucks

beam cracks irrepressibly across his face.

For a man who has achieved somuch so

young and for whommaterial rewards are now

little more than a means of keeping tabs on his

PDUNHW ZRUWK RɣHULQJ D JLIW JDUQHUHG VROHO\

on merit – and moreover one whose recipient

is adjudicated upon by our readers his fans –

remains a means of connecting wi h the essence

of Lew s untouched by celebrity or wealth.

“It s so great to have this ” says the now four-

time world champ on “and to be voted Driver

of the Year by fans…Wow. All I can do is thank

them and for giving me their support wherever

I am n the world. We all travel so much in F1

but I still remember growing up in Stevenage

and I hadn t even contemplated that one day

somebody would follow me.”

It s at moments like these up close and

personal w th Lew s that the k d wi hin still

rad ates. Yes he s a superstar – of course he

is now a rival to Senna and Schumacher for

global eminence – yet the inner core remains

UHPDUNDEO\ XQDɣHFWHG�

And he has shown through another year of

intense competition for two thirds of which Seb

9HWWHO DQG )HUUDUL RɣHUHG D VHU RXV WLWOH WKUHDW

that h s pass on for the sport and for racing

remains undimmed.

The stats tell part of the story nine wins 11

pole pos tions and a new outright pole-sitter s

record (72 and counting) make him now the

most successful British driver by any numer cal

measure. Equa ly telling has been the almost

Zen-like approach to his craft this season his

failure to get r led by for example Vettel s lack

RI FRPSRVXUH DURXQG ELɣ�JDWH LQ %DNX RU WKH

media pasting he received for choosing to snub

the F1 Live London street demo back in July.

These moments wh ch seemed so desperately

important at the time by some of those close

to hem were viewed more dispassionately and

with commendable detachment by the man at

the eye of the storm Hamilton himse f. These

were mere side-shows in a grander narrative

that of becoming Brita n s most v ctorious – dare

we suggest greatest? – racing driver.

For Lewis has known precisely what he was

GR QJ WKURXJKRXW ����� 2YHU WKH Rɣ�VHDVRQ KH G

unpicked his failure (for that s what it was) to

win the 2016 t tle against his ever-needly

team-mate Nico Rosberg and worked out

a plan of attack for the season ahead.

+H G EHQH¿W IURP KDYLQJ D TXLFN EXW QRQ�

antagonistic team-mate in Valtteri Bottas whose

contr bution to the team s smooth running this

year Hamilton is swift to acknowledge “Valtteri s

a great driver who I m enjoying racing w th ”

he says. “But I don t mind who I race aga nst

– anyone in the world – as long as somehow

you re able to mainta n positivity n the team.

Harmony is incredibly important for everyone to

be en oying what they do.”

There was the catharsis too of the kitchen

WDEOH VHVV RQ ZLWK WHDP ERVV 7RWR :ROɣ GXULQJ

which gr evances over supposed favouritism

were aired and new shared goals established.

Lewis resolved sti l to play his own game

and present himself to the sport and the wider

world in a manner that no F1 champion ever has

before but he d strive to el minate dips in form.

These lost weekends have prev ously been one

of the few weak spots n the Hamilton armoury.

That s meant Bottas for one having to re-

evaluate his assessment of Lew s s work ethic

³, DOZD\V NQHZ KH ZDV D JRRG GULYHU ´ FRQ¿GHV

Valtteri “but I never knew how much he actually

works. He works hard. He spends a lot of t me

with the guys at a race weekend visits the factory

quite a b t. And he s still just a normal human

being like the rest of us. Good manners good

respect and doesn t play any games.”

When you re as stone-cold fast as Lewis

Hamilton game-play s never go ng to be the

UHIXJH RI ¿UVW UHVRUW KH �DQG RWKHUV� NQRZ

he can always rely on reserves of pure pace

whenever he chips are down.

7KH %HOJ DQ *3 SURYLGHG WK V \HDU V GH¿QLWLYH

example Vettel had the faster Ferrari in the

latter stages of the race and had the speed to

win. Hamilton though had every answer for

his r val s attack failing to yield even under

immense pressure through Eau Rouge and

Raidi lon then onto the Kemmel straight. H s

m croscop cally perfect braking from max mum

velocity into Les Combes on lap 34 after a Safety

Car restart w th Vettel tucked under his rear

wing then alongside earned h m the win and

– n hindsight – proved a turning point in the

championship. It was as viv d a demonstrat on of

Hami ton s sheer driving virtuosity as the season

provided. No fuss no error… No way José

He left Spa just seven points behind Seb and

Vettel would never lead the champ onship aga n.

Monza fell inevitably to Mercedes as Vettel

salvaged third but Ferrari thereafter imploded

VQXɤQJ RXW WKH QWHUHVW LQ D W WOH UDFH WKDW KDG VR

recently been acutely poised.

Hami ton s dr ving rema ned mmaculate as

Ferrari left an open goal his win in S ngapore

was classic opportunism his victory in Aust n

consummate. There indeed he opened a

fascinating window into some of what he has

exper enced th s year as he and the once-unruly

W08 have learned each other s rhythm “It

felt like I was dancing with the wind ” was his

descript on of the sensation of caressing h s

Mercedes downhill from Turn 1 at CoTA through

the swoops of Turns 2 to 9 on a blustery breezy

qualifying Saturday.

Reaching for lyricism he continued “The

tyres feel like living tissue. That s why we have

to treat them so carefully to bring out their

performance and maintain it.”

Truly this year Hami ton has atta ned

new peaks of performance with an on-track

sensitivity style and panache any true fan must

acknowledge even if hey don t care for his

colourful lifestyle beyond the cockp t.

“Still I rise” is h s mantra and in 2017 indeed

he has risen above all-comers to force the

championship to yield to his wi l.

“DID YOU DO IT
YOUR WAY, LEWIS?”

we ask. “Yeah I ve done everything my own way ”

he chuckles almost conspiratorially. “It s just me

being the stubborn boy I am.” And here s how…
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IN ERVIEW MAUR CE HAM LTON

PORTRA TS ROBERT WILSON

THE
LONG

INTERVIEW
Just over a year ago Jenson

Button thought he’d stepped out
of an F1 car for the final time. A
Monaco cameo came out of the

blue and now, the road-dust having
settled, Jenson sits down with F1
Racing to talk about setting the
record straight in his new book,
Life to the Limit, his special

relationship with his late dad,
and plans for ‘retirement’…
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THIS ISJENSON
BUTTON

THE SIX ERAS
OF FERRARI
CHAPTER 2
1961-1973

WORDS DAM EN SM TH

PHOTOS

S IMMING
WITH
HARKS

DROWNING
IN
POLITICS

The 1960s were a chequered era
for Ferrari. Occasionally brilliant,
they more frequently squandered
their fabulous potential by
fighting amongst themselves
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So. Did Lewis ‘let him have it’? Or, less

emotively, did Hamilton subtly gift Valtteri Bottas

a victory in Abu Dhabi?

That was the nagging question left by a season

finale which, rather unfortunately, proved to be by

some margin the dullest grand prix of the year, as

Bottas cruised to an apparently untroubled win,

ahead of his world champion team-mate.

The lack of excitement on Yas Island stood in

acute contrast to the excruciating laps ground out

last year, as Nico Rosberg clung on to the second

place that would secure hisworld title. This time

around the only controversy of note was the failure

of an intercom system that left the media corps in

silence as the post-race interviews began. Not that

we missed too much…

Regardless, the point here is that the lack of

drama associated with another Mercedes 1-2 has

been a fundament of another stellar Silver year –

but it’s been a facet notable only by its absence.

Peace, love and harmony at Mercedes? Oh yes –

and in marked contrast to the tension of intra-team

relations throughout the Hamilton-Rosberg years.

With Bottas as his wing-man, Hamilton has

‘presented’ at grands prix in an almost beatific

state of grace this year: unflappable and, as a

consequence, largely unbeatable when he and the

W08 tuned sweetly into each other’s groove.

And as you can read from page 54 he admits as 

much: “I try not to contain any negativity in my 

life, no matter what is written, no matter what 

people say,” he tells us. “I’ve managed to build this 

kind of barrier to bounce off negativity because I 

think love conquers all and positivity conquers all.”

Hamilton has been mocked in the past for being 

so open with his feelings. But you know what? 

Given the way he has driven this season, he’s 

earned his platform.

But, as any sportsman will confess, candidly, 

maintaining motivational peaks is tough. Perhaps 

subconsciously, Lewis is unlikely to have brought 

his ‘triple A’ game to Brazil and Abu Dhabi. He 

admitted as much in contradictory comments 

about being “not quite at 100 per cent” but also 

that he “gave it everything” to beat Bottas. 

Valtteri will bank the victory, nonetheless, for 

as Jenson Button acknowledges in our exclusive 

interview on p80, “when you beat Lewis you know 

you’ve done a good job.”

Hamilton was The Man this year – he knows it 

and his chief rival Sebastian Vettel was gracious 

enough to concede that point.

Will he be so next year? Impatiently, we wait.
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Where Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

When 2.42pm, Saturday

25 November 2017

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

14mm lens, 1/2000sec @ F5  

Each year the organisers of

the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix are

able to give photographers

access to the Viceroy Hotel that

overlooks the Yas Marina track.

Before Saturday morning’s

practice session, I went to

reception and was guided by a

PHPEHU RI WKH KRWHO VWDɣ WR D

room above the walkway that 

spans across the circuit.

As you shoot into the light,

\RX JHW D EDFN�OLW HɣHFW RQ WKH

cars and the shadows really

stand out. However, it’s the

intricate mesh of the hotel’s

roof that is really impressive.

It’s unusual to have a hotel 

within an F1 circuit, so it

provides a great opportunity for

guests - and photographers - to 

enjoy the views.

PARADE 

Photographer

                        : Lorenzo Bellanca
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A bird’s-eye view of

Yas Marina Circuit



Photographer

                   : Lorenzo Bellanca

Where Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

When 5.08pm, Saturday

25 November 2017

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

600mm lens, 1/1000sec @ F4  

PARADE 

Emerging from the 

desert shadows
For the beginning of qualifying 

I positioned myself on the

outside of the track at Turn 3.  

Sunset in the Middle East

at this time of year (late

November) is just after 5.30pm

and as the session started at

�SP ORFDO WLPH� WKH ¿UVW SHULRG

was perfect to capture this shot.

The deep yellow of sunlight

mixes perfectly with the colour

of Carlos Sainz’s Renault and

also the sparks that strike up

IURP XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�

the chassis.

What’s particularly cool is

that for this race and Singapore,

drivers use clear visors for the

VKLIW LQWR ÀRRGOLW GULYLQJ� VR

you can always make out their

facial features - and sometimes 

even their eyes.
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Where Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

When 2.22pm, Saturday

25 November 2017

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

300mm lens, 1/1600sec @ F3.5  

PARADE 

Hamilton shines

in season finale

This photograph of Lewis

Hamilton was taken just 20

PLQXWHV EHIRUH WKH ¿UVW RI WKHVH

Parades (see page 8). I’m still in

the room in the Viceroy Hotel,

but for this image I’m using a

longer 300mm lens and I’m

shooting in the other direction.

The Mercedes has already

rounded the apex of Turn 19

and is caught in the patches of

shadows and sunlight that is

created through the unusual-

looking roof of the Viceroy

Hotel. The direction of the light

also extenuates the beautiful

curves on the championship-

winning W08.

The picture highlights the

range of shots that you can take

from the same place, but with 

GLɣHUHQW�OHQVHV�

Photographer

                        : Lorenzo Bellanca
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Where Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

When 5.04pm, Saturday

25 November 2017

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

85mm lens, 1/320sec @ F10  

PARADE 

The sun sets on

another year of F1
After 20 grands prix and

nine months on the road, the

Formula 1 season came to a

close in Abu Dhabi and this

sunset shot neatly encapsualtes 

that mood.

This was also taken from the

outside of Turn 3 as Valtteri

%RWWDV LV FKDUJLQJ ÀDW�RXW

downhill towards the chicane

RQ KLV ¿UVW UXQ LQ WKH ¿UVW�

period of qualifying.

Bottas was quick all weekend

and he was able to convert pole

position into a race win, ahead

RI KLV FKDPSLRQ WHDP�PDWH

Hamilton. Taken on an 85mm

lens, to capture the palm trees,

crowd and sun, you can see

WKHUH LV DOPRVW D SXUSOH HɣHFW

UHÀHFWHG RQ WKH 0HUFHGHV�

enhanced by twinkles of light. 

Photographer

                        : Lorenzo Bellanca





Where Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

When 5.16pm, Friday

24 November 2017

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

600mm lens, 1/320sec @ F8  

PARADE 

Red sky at night is

lensman’s delight

The secret of taking pictures in

Abu Dhabi is maximising a very

narrow time frame, just before

sunset. I would say there’s an

optimum period of under ten

minutes when the low-level sun  

SURGXFHV VRPH JUHDW HɣHFWV�

For this picture of Sebastian

Vettel, I am standing on the

outside of Turn 14 and shooting 

across the track as they are

DFFHOHUDWLQJ RXW RI WKH�Rɣ�

camber corner.

In that golden moment just

before the sun dips below the

horizon, you are praying for two

outcomes: one is that a great

driver/car combo is out on

track and then that there is no

cloud cover to dull the light of

the sun. Thankfully, the skies in 

Abu Dhabi are always clear.

Photographer

                        : Lorenzo Bellanca
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INSIDER 
01 THE RETURN OF ALFA ROMEO

Sauber become Ferrari junior team 

Formula 1 can be a mystifying world at times. A little

more than three weeks after Ferrari president Sergio

Marchionne said Ferrari could quit the sport if it was not

happy with the way the engine rules went after 2020, the

Italian was announcing Alfa Romeo’s return to grand prix 

UDFLQJ IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH LQ �� \HDUV�

Alfa Romeo – which is part of the Fiat Group, sister

brand to Ferrari and verymuch part of Marchionne’s

remit – is to become title sponsor of Sauber in 2018, 

in a move that effectivelymakes the Swiss team  

a Ferrari junior team.

One of the drivers will be Ferrari protégé Charles

Leclerc, a dominant Formula 2 champion in 2017 and one

of the brightest young talents in motorsport. Managed by

Nicolas Todt, Leclerc drove in four FP1 sessions and two 

tyre tests for Sauber last season.

0DUFXV (ULFVVRQ ZDV DOVR FRQ¿UPHG IRU DQRWKHU

season, in favour of Ferrari’s other young driver Antonio

Giovinazzi. A Sauber featuring a large Alfa Romeo badge 

01

WHEREFORE ART 
THOU, ROMEO?

Ferrari president Sergio

Marchionne will enjoy a

new political ally with the

Alfa Romeo Sauber tie-up

Sauber unveiled Alfa

Romeo branding and

Leclerc and Ericsson

as their 2018 drivers

in early December

was revealed at an event in Milan in early December and

the new relationship with Fiat brings back to F1 one of

motorsport’s most evocative brands. Alfa Romeo spent

seven seasons as a factory team between 1979-1985 –

scoring just two pole positions – then supplied turbo

engines to Italian minnows Osella until the end of 1988.

The manufacturer’s heritage goes way back further

than that, of course, from the glory days of the 1920s and

¶��V ZLWK OHJHQGV 7D]LR 1XYRODUL DQG $FKLOOH 9DU]L� WR

ZLQQLQJ WKH ¿UVW WZR )RUPXOD � ZRUOG WLWOHV LQ ���� DQG

’51 with Giuseppe ‘Nino’ Farina and Juan Manuel Fangio.

The move brings the number of prestigious car brands

in F1 next year to six. In addition to competitors Ferrari,

Mercedes, Renault and Honda, Alfa joins Aston Martin

– which is expanding its relationship with Red Bull

to become title sponsor – in using F1 as a marketing 

exercise to further its brand.

The partnership between Alfa Romeo and Sauber also

further strengthens Ferrari’s hand as F1 enters a delicate 

phase of political negotiations over its future.

Ferrari partners are expected to toe the Maranello line

in such debates, so Marchionne now has a further ally

which could cause F1’s new owners some discomfort as

they set forth into establishing the sport’s new sporting 

and commercial regulations.
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WILLIAMS’ DRIVER DILEMMA
Has Robert Kubica’s post-season test
convinced Williams he’s the man for 2018? 

02

A WINTER OF

DISCONTENT?

02
TAKING LIBERTIES
F1’s new owners are investing in the sport, but 
are reducing the prize money for the teams 03

OU HAVE TO INVEST IN THE BUSINESS TO ACCUMULATE.

RTY HAS HAD A BIG LEARNING YEAR AND NOW THEY ARE 

MING THEIR GAME PLAN FOR 2021 CHRISTIAN HORNER

Ferrari’s team boss

Maurizio Arrivabene and

F1 sporting boss Ross

Brawn discuss the future

Liberty’s takeover of F1’s commercial rights has been

met with general positivity. Partly because it was clear

that Bernie Ecclestone needed to be moved on, and partly

because it was felt they were saying the right things about

the need to promote and market the sport, and run it as

a conventional 21st centurymultinational business, in a 

way that Ecclestone never did.

But as time has gone by this year, unease has increased,

and the season ended in Abu Dhabi with an undercurrent 

of concern about Liberty on several different levels.

Perhaps foremost among these was the disquiet about

the fact that F1’s income – and therefore team payments– 

KDYH JRQH GRZQ XQGHU /LEHUW\ IRU WKH ¿UVW WLPH LQ WKH

modern era. The overall funding pot is projected to 

UHGXFH E\ MXVW XQGHU ¿YH SHU FHQW LQ �����

On top of that, Liberty has not been clear exactly what

the teams will earn – a concern for the smaller ones who

VWUXJJOH ¿QDQFLDOO\ ± DOWKRXJK LW KDV RIIHUHG DQ LQWHUHVW�

free advance to any teams wishing to take it to ensure as 

much money is available next year as this.

7KH YLHZ RI WKH ERVVHV RI /LEHUW\ LV WKDW D VKRUW�WHUP

GHFOLQH LQ SUR¿WV ZDV LQHYLWDEOH JLYHQ WKH FKDQJHV WR

the way they are running the sport. They have a new

KHDGTXDUWHUV� DQG KDYH HPSOR\HG D VLJQL¿FDQW QXPEHU

of new staff as they set up departments for sales and

marketing, in addition to a sporting group to analyse

ZD\V WR LPSURYH WKH RQ�WUDFN DFWLRQ�±�DOO�DLPHG�DW�

making F1 better in future.

5HG %XOO WHDP ERVV &KULVWLDQ +RUQHU UHÀHFWHG WKH

teams’ general view of this when he said: “You have to

invest in the business to accumulate. Liberty has had a

big learning year, they have done a season now, they have

applied the right specialists in the right areas, and they 

DUH IRUPLQJ WKHLU JDPH SODQ IRU �����

“It is very easy to criticise on head count or spending,

and it is just a different mentality to how Bernie operated.

Bernie ran a very tight closed shop, he was the marketing

department, he was the sales department, and it was very 

PXFK D RQH�PDQ VKRZ�

“Liberty are looking to put a bit more analysis into the

future as well, and there is a cost associated with that.

Inevitably there will be an investment which will have an

HIIHFW RQ ����� SUREDEO\ HYHQ ����� EXW \RX ZRXOG H[SHFW�

to see a return for sure two years down the road.”

%XW ¿JKWV DUH GHYHORSLQJ RQ PDQ\ OHYHOV� 7KHUH LV

the debate over the future of F1’s engines, with Ferrari,

Mercedes and Renault immediately pushing back on a

proposal to make engines cheaper, simpler and more

attainable for new entrants. Not because they object to 
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the principle, but because they felt it was presented as a 

fait accompli and were surprised by the proposals.

Since then, both Liberty and the FIA have rowed back a

little, F1 sporting boss Ross Brawn publicly apologising in

a major interview if the car manufacturers felt ambushed,

and FIA President Jean Todt emphasising in Abu Dhabi 

at the end of the season that it was a “discussion”.

Todt has also toned down talk of a cost cap, saying: “It

has to be a combination. We need to make regulations

which would have some impact on the actual costs. To

simply say we are going to make a cost cap, I don’t think

it would work. And so far any attempt did not work, so we 

have to introduce something more sophisticated.”

Liberty have also caused annoyance among the drivers.

The Grand Prix Drivers’ Association went to Liberty early

on to say they had some ideas about how cars could be

changed to make following easier, to therefore improve 

the racing. So when Brawn made a presentation to

the drivers on this subject in Abu Dhabi and made no

mention of the drivers’ involvement in the process, they 

were understandablymiffed.

And then there’s the commercial side. The teams are

up for helping promote the sport but not at any price. 



THE MONTH’S BIG STORIES AT A GLANCEF1 DIGEST

INSIDER 
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The teams accept that as a principle, but the problem

for Liberty, as far as the teams are concerned, is that new

management have been at the helm for ten months and

have offered little information about what they will be

doing, to address some of the sport’s thornier issues.

The teams will be seeking more detail at the

presentation Liberty is due to make at a meeting in early 

December. If not, there could be trouble ahead.

02.11.17 Unimpressed by future engine

proposals, Ferrari reiterate  

their threat to quit F1

06.11.17 0F/DUHQ FRQºUP )� FKDPSLRQ

/DQGR 1RUULV DV WKH WHDP±V QHZ

� WHVW�DQG�UHVHUYH�GULYHU 

07.11.17 Marseille reveals it will host

an ‘F1 Live’ street event in

the build-up to next year’s  

 French Grand Prix

13.11.17 McLaren and Pirelli cancel

their post-Brazilian GP

tyre test over security

concerns at Interlagos

16.11.17 Toro Rosso announce that

Pierre Gasly and Brendon

Hartley will remain at the  

Italian team for 2018

23.11.17 3LUHOOL UHYHDO VHYHQ GU\

FRPSRXQGV IRU ����� LQFOXGLQJ

WKH QHZ EOXH VXSHUKDUG DQG  
� SLQN�K\SHUVRIW�W\UHV

26.11.17 Formula 1 unveils their new

logo following the Abu Dhabi  

GP podium ceremony

03.12.17 1HOVRQ 3LTXHW LV SUHVHQWHG D �

*UHJRU *UDQW OLIHWLPH

DFKLHYHPHQW DZDUG DW

� WKH�DQQXDO�$XWRVSRUW�$ZDUGV

Cyril Abiteboul, managing

director of Renault Sport,

believes the new engine
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And some of Liberty’s plans are not proving popular.

There is also a proposal to have an ‘F1 launch’ event in

February next year – only for the teams to push back on

timing and ask what exactly Liberty was trying to achieve.

The teams are not against the idea, but they pointed

out they cannot say when their new cars will be ready,

because it’s always a race against time to be out for the

¿UVW GD\ RI WHVWLQJ� DQG�ZRXOGQ¶W�LW�EH�EHWWHU�WR�GR�LW�FORVHU�

WR WKH ¿UVW UDFH"

Then there is the plan to have four further ‘F1 Live’

HYHQWV LQ WKH IDVKLRQ RI ODVW VXPPHU¶V ¿HVWD LQ 7UDIDOJDU

Square in London. One has been announced for the city

of Marseille ahead of the return of the French Grand Prix

at Paul Ricard next year. But the problem is that Liberty

are expecting the teams to foot the bill themselves, on top 

of their reduced prize money.

F1 chairman Chase Carey, though, says that despite the

SRLQWV RI FRQWHQWLRQ KH EHOLHYHV�/LEHUW\¶V�¿UVW�\HDU�DV�QHZ�

owners has gone well.

“I feel good about where we’re at,” he said in Abu

Dhabi. “We’ve made headway this year. It’s early days,

so we’re not declaring victory, but I feel good about the 

momentum we’ve got.

“The initiatives we have underway – whether it’s cost, 

revenues, engines – the reality is that there is broad-

based support for the general direction of where we’re

JRLQJ� $V \RX JHW LQWR WKH VSHFL¿FV WKHUH DUH DOZD\V JRLQJ

to be differences. That’s just the reality of life. What we 

QHHG WR GR LV ¿QG WKH ULJKW FRPSURPLVHV�

“Nobody gets everything they want but everybody’s

better off than they were before. Our goal would be to

WU\ DQG ¿QG WKRVH FRPSURPLVHV DQG ZH�KRQHVWO\�EHOLHYH�

we’re going to get a compromise.”

He went on to add: “Realistically, to grow things, 

usually there’s no free lunches.”

IT’S EARLY

S BUT I FEEL 

D ABOUT

THE MOMENTUM 

WE’VE GOT.

NOBODY GETS

EVERYTHING

THEY WANT BUT

EVERYBODY’S

BETTER OFF

THAN BEFORE
CHASE CAREY “
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INSIDER 

As the curtain came down on F1 2017, the competitive

players for next season were almost all in place. Barring

Sauber, the only unknown was Williams, who were still

ZHLJKLQJ XS D ¿QDO GHFLVLRQ RQ D SDUWQHU IRU /DQFH 6WUROO�

7KH &DQDGLDQ HQGHG WKH VHDVRQ ZLWK WZR RI KLV ZRUVW

SHUIRUPDQFHV RI WKH \HDU� DQG KLV ODFN RI REYLRXV SURJUHVV

WKURXJK ���� ± EDU D FRXSOH RI VWDQG�RXW UDFHV LQ %DNX

DQG 0RQ]D ± PHUHO\ VHUYHV WR XQGHUOLQH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH 

RI WKH GHFLVLRQ WR WKH WHDP�

7KHLU�UHOXFWDQFH WR FRQWLQXH ZLWK )HOLSH 0DVVD ± ZKR

UDQ RXW RI SDWLHQFH DQG DQQRXQFHG

KLV UHWLUHPHQW LQVWHDG RI ZDLWLQJ�

ZKHQ KH FRXOG KDYH VWD\HG LQ ZLWK D

FKDQFH ± ZDV URRWHG IXQGDPHQWDOO\ LQ

KLV LQFRQVLVWHQF\� DQG D FRQVHTXHQW

inability to know where the car was.

Hence the interest in Robert Kubica,

the feeling being that even if the Pole is

QRW TXLWH ZKDW KH ZDV VHYHQ \HDUV DIWHU

KH VXIIHUHG WKH KRUUL¿F UDOO\ DFFLGHQW

WKDW FXUWDLOHG KLV FDUHHU� KH ZRXOG

SUREDEO\ EH D� DV TXLFN DV 0DVVD� E� WKH

VDPH VSHHG DOO WKH WLPH� VR WKH\ ZRXOG

at least have a sense of where the car

ZDV� ,Q DGGLWLRQ� WKHUH LV REYLRXVO\ D

KXJH 35 ERRVW DURXQG ZKDW ZRXOG EH

one of the greatest comeback stories 

HYHU WROG LQ VSRUW�

The Pole, who has only partial

PRYHPHQW LQ KLV DWURSKLHG ULJKW DUP DV

D UHVXOW RI WKDW DFFLGHQW� WHVWHG LQ $EX

Dhabi after the last race of the season

LQ ZKDW :LOOLDPV KRSHG ZRXOG EH ¿QDO

DI¿UPDWLRQ WKDW KH ZDV UHDG\ WR UHWXUQ�

:LOOLDPV WHFKQLFDO FKLHI 3DGG\ /RZH

SURIHVVHG WR KDYH ³QR LVVXHV´ DURXQG

Kubica being physically capable of

GRLQJ D JUDQG SUL[ ZHHNHQG� EXW GLG

QRW VD\ VSHFL¿FDOO\ ZKHWKHU KH IHOW KH

ZDV TXLFN HQRXJK� .XELFD VHW WKH IDVWHVW WLPH E\ D :LOOLDPV�

GULYHU DW WKH WHVW ± EHDWLQJ 6WUROO E\ ���VHFV� DOEHLW RQ D

GLIIHUHQW GD\� DQG 6LURWNLQ E\ ���VFV EXW RQ VRIWHU W\UHV�±�

DQG JDYH WKH LPSUHVVLRQ KH WKRXJKW KH ZDV UHDG\�

³7KHUH DUH TXHVWLRQ PDUNV WKDW KDYH WR EH DQVZHUHG

IRU WKH WHDP EXW DOVR IRU P\VHOI�´ KH VDLG� ³, VHH ELJ

LPSURYHPHQWV GD\ E\ GD\ VR , FDQ H[SHFW WKLQJV WR EH

JHWWLQJ EHWWHU DQG , DP SXWWLQJ LQ D ORW�RI�HIIRUW�DQG�WKHUH�LV�

D JRRG FKDQFH , DP DEOH WR GR LW�´

:LOOLDPV�DUH�VHW�WR�PDNH�D�GHFLVLRQ�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV�

Kubica set the fastest

Williams time at the

post-season Abu Dhabi

test as the team’s driver

evaluations continue 
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THERE ARE QUESTION MARKS THAT
E TO BE ANSWERED FOR THE TEAM BUT
O FOR MYSELF. I’M PUTTING IN A LOT

OF EFFORT AND I SEE BIG IMPROVEMENTS 
DAY BY DAY ROBERT KUBICA

“

Alfa Romeo’s last win as a constructor in F1 was 

in the 1951 Spanish GP. Who was driving?

Which one of these drivers did not record a 

fastest lap in 2017: Fernando Alonso,  

Felipe Massa or Sergio Pérez?

Seven different constructors have won the 14

French GPs held at Paul Ricard: McLaren Ferrari,

Williams, Renault, Lotus and which other two?

What were the only two races in 2017 where 

Ferrari finished one-two?

How many races did Nelson Piquet win in his final 

season in F1: one, two or three?

Who scored more points for Renault in 2017: 

Carlos Sainz or Jolyon Palmer?

Derek Daly finished his F1 career with Williams,

but with which team did he start his first race?

True or false: Lewis Hamilton led more laps in

2017 than the rest of the field put together?

How many different tyre compounds, excluding

Inters and Wets, will be available in F1 in 2018?

Where was the one and only Moroccan GP held in 

1958 and who won it?

F1
MASTERMIND
Your chosen specialised subject: 

the world’s greatest sport

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q7

Q8

Q9

Q10

1JuanManuelFangio2FelipeMassa3BrabhamandTyrrell

4MonacoandHungary5One6JolyonPalmer,eighttosix 

7Ensign8False.Lewisled527lapsto the field’s 669 

9710 Ain-Diab and Stirling Moss
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AND THE

MUSIC STOPS... 
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PETER WINDSOR

THE 
RACER’S 
EDGE 

Correct. There are more important F1 things 

upon which Liberty should be focusing than new 

logos, wowing the fans in the streets of London, 

spending big on a ‘celebrity’-studded USGP and 

turning much of F1’s periphery into Disneyland.

Give ’em a break, though: they’re only a year 

or so into the job. Ross Brawn always used to talk 

about “five-year programmes” whenever he was 

asked to turn around an F1 team, so we shouldn’t 

expect too much from Liberty over the next couple 

of years as they attempt to make some kind of 

sense of what they’ve bought. TV ratings will 

probably continue to decline in this short-term; 

the midfield teams will continue to worry about 

budgets; and the F1 races as a whole will be run at 

ongoing losses. Liberty, though, are cash-rich, so 

hopefully we can expect in the immediate future to 

see some of the less important changes that Bernie 

nevertheless always tried to avoid: to wit more 

street circuit races, more US Grands Prix, more 

digital TV access, and more fans. 

So, within the context of easy, quick fixes, here’s 

another idea: let’s re-think the starting grid – and 

no, I’m not talking about reversing some of it 

or all of it. I’m thinking about getting rid of the 

staggered formation and inviting the pole-winner 

to select the side on which he would like to start. 

This is born of a couple of things, not the least 

of which is the current buzz-phrase: “the race 

is decided at the start”, which is another way of 

saying “we can’t overtake with these cars on these 

circuits, despite DRS”.

Lewis Hamilton, politely and diplomatically, 

was trying to suggest after Abu Dhabi that they 

re-design sector three of Yas Marina Circuit by 

getting rid of all the 90-degree lefts and rights. 

I agree that would be a major step forwards, but 

sadly I don’t see them transplanting the Viceroy 

Hotel to another part of the island this side of the 

22nd century. (I should remind readers at this 

point that Artem Markelov, the brilliantly elegant 

Formula 2 driver, passed no fewer than four cars 

in this section on his way to victory in the Saturday 

A STAGGERINGLY 
SIMPLE IDEA 
FOR F1 GRIDS

F2 feature race. 2017 F2 cars are narrower and generally smaller 

than their F1 counterparts, but I guess, if nothing else, this shows 

that Hermann Tilke wasn’t all wrong when he designed YMC for the 

narrower F1 cars of that period.)

Anyway, it is what it is, as Michael Schumacher used to say, and 

what this is, is a Formula 1 era in which the start for the most part 

does define the race. That being so, let’s mix the starts around a 

bit: this would be cheaper than either re-designing the circuits or 

suddenly reverting to narrower-track cars – and it would definitely 

throw a few wild cards into the mix, which I think is what everyone 

wants (at least in the short-term).

Let’s line the cars up side-by-side rather 

than stagger them. On the super-wide 

circuits – Silverstone is a good example – we 

could even revert to the old three-two-three 

grid layout. There would possibly be more 

incidents, but today’s cars and circuits are 

much safer than they were 30 years ago. 

One of the main reasons for staggering the 

grid positions was to reduce the risk of a 

slow-starting or stalled car being hit by one 

doing 100mph. That remains valid to some 

extent, although today’s start procedure has 

never been more organised. If there’s even a 

whisper of an engine or clutch problem, the 

start is immediately aborted. And we have 

radios, remember – radios that work. Let’s 

take advantage of that.

And I think side-by-side grid rows would 

be safer in one key respect: there would 

be less weaving in the acceleration zone. If 

Sebastian Vettel and Max Verstappen had 

been alongside one another when the lights 

went out in Singapore, I don’t think Vettel 

would have floated across to an inside zone 

he hoped was car-free. The current space 

between the cars – like run-off areas in the 

corners – engenders a false sense of security.  

Apart from changing the early-race order 

a little, I think a more closely bunched grid 

would also look better: remember those shots 

of side-by-side cars wheel-spinning away 

from the front row, drivers eyeball to eyeball? 

Bring it on – even at Monaco. And at circuits 

like Spa, where the tail-enders currently start 

way down at the exit of the chicane, a tighter 

grid would be a neater fit for a TV monitor – 

and would thus do a better job for sponsors.

@F1Racing_mag
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Modern races are often defi ned, if not decided 

outright, by what happens in the fi rst few seconds



A MORE CLOSELY BUNCHED GRID WOULD
ALSO LOOK BETTER: REMEMBER THOSE SHOTS
OF SIDE-BY-SIDE CARS WHEEL-SPINNING AWAY, 
THEIR DRIVERS EYEBALL TO EYEBALL? 

I also think the pole man should again be allowed to choose the

side of the grid on which he wants to start. Most times he will opt for

the ‘clean’ side but there will be occasions when the run to the first

corner is sufficiently short for the ‘inside’ to offer other attractive

options. Interlagos is a good example. A biggish deal should be made 

about it after qualifying: the pole man decides, as he jumps from

his car in parc fermé, on which side he’s going to start – and the

announcement is made in much the same

way that they spin the coin at Wimbledon.

I know. The grids these days are pretty

sophisticated, what with their timing sensors

and their paintwork, so some adjustment

will be needed. These options, though, are

somewhat less expensive or disruptive than

some of the others on the table in the short-

term; and, at the risk of being repetitive,

they are what they are, which is to say that

suggestions like this are not only a function

of today’s races being defined by the start,

but also of the phoney war period that is

preceding the really big changes that Liberty

inevitably are going to have to make at some 

point in that five-year future.

Three-abreast grid layouts

were commonplace until

the mid-1970s, and had

tremendous visual impact

Would this year’s Singapore shunt have happened if all three cars had started alongside one another?  
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Ferrari was perhaps better behaved when in the wake of a Mercedes 

than was the case if the positions were reversed.

Much is spoken of the reasons that F1 cars perform badly 

when following closely. Much of it is uninformed and most of it is 

unproven. So let’s consider some of the basics.

The downforce produced by an F1 car is often quoted by a number 

referred to as CL. This is the lift coefficient, and strictly speaking 

should be a negative number indicating that the aerodynamic forces 

are acting towards the ground rather than lifting the car. We tend to 

ignore this for simplicity. The lift coefficient is far from an adequate 

descriptor of the cars’ total aerodynamic characteristics, though, 

since it will vary depending on the attitude 

of the car. This change with variation in ride 

heights, yaw and roll is almost as important 

as the maximum value itself.

Lift coefficient is a non-dimensionalised 

number, which means that by itself 

it doesn’t tell you the actual value of 

downforce achieved. Non-dimensionalised 

numbers are not common in everyday 

life, although one example is ‘alcohol by 

volume’ or ABV. This number, quoted on a 

bottle of beer for example, doesn’t tell you 

exactly how much alcohol is in the bottle, 

and the same number will apply whether 

you’re drinking a stein in Germany, a pint 

in England or a schooner in Australia. The 

total amount of alcohol in your beverage 

will be the ABV multiplied by the volume 

you’re drinking. 

So it is, in a way, with the lift coefficient. 

The total downforce, which is measured in 

kilogrammes (or, more precisely, Newtons), 

is a function of the lift coefficient multiplied 

by an area constant, the density of the air 

and the air speed that the car is seeing.

The density of air multiplied by airspeed 

is termed the dynamic head and is actually 

a pressure. You can experience this pressure 

and the force associated with it as a car 

passenger. If you carefully put your hand 

out of the window, you’ll find that the faster 

the car goes the more your hand will be 

forced backwards as the dynamic head – 

and hence the force – is increased. What 

you’re experiencing is actually a drag force 

but it’s exactly analogous to the downforce 

produced by an F1 car.

INSIDER

PAT SYMONDS

THIS 
F1
LIFE
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2017 started with both promise and 

trepidation for F1 fans. The promise was of new, 

faster cars, and the trepidation was that the very 

changes that were made to produce these faster 

cars might lead to less exciting racing.

When the new-generation cars were first seen at 

pre-season testing there was universal acclaim for 

the aesthetics. It was enough to dispel the fears of 

many that the reversion to wider cars with broader 

tyres and larger rear wings would merely give an 

unwanted retro look.

The most meaningful test, however, would come

as the racing season progressed: only then would 

the ability of the cars to race closely together 

become properly apparent.

New rules will often upset the established 

performance hierarchy, although the days 

of substantial revision giving a chance to the 

underdogs are probably long gone. Today the 

well-financed top teams are able to throw huge 

resource at whatever is presented to them, and 

therefore expectations were that Mercedes would 

continue to dominate.

The facts were slightly different and the 

challenge from Ferrari and latterly Red Bull 

produced some excellent racing.

That racing also showed that in spite of the new 

aerodynamic rules not intrinsically favouring close 

following, the cars did seem to be able to go wheel-

to-wheel without too much difficulty. There was 

some evidence in the early races, however, that the 

SOLVING THE 
OVERTAKING 
CONUNDRUM

: Z
A

K
 M

A
U

G
E

R
. I

L
L

U
S

T
R

A
T

IO
N

: B
E

N
JA

M
IN

 W
A

C
H

E
N

JE

@F1Racing_mag

facebook.com/

f1racingmag

Red Bull made great progress aerodynamically, 

pushing Mercedes hard in some later grands prix
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If the car comes up behind a truck you’ll find 

that, at the same speed, the force on your hand 

decreases. This is because the truck is effectively 

punching a hole in the air and in so doing reducing 

the dynamic pressure on your hand. This is an 

inescapable fact of physics.

The lower pressure experienced in the wake 

reduces drag, thereby favouring the overtake of 

the trailing vehicle – so called slipstreaming – 

but unfortunately it also destroys the downforce 

proportionately. Naturally it’s not as simple 

as this, since the disturbed air has two further 

destructive properties. The first is that it is 

turbulent. A car developed in a wind tunnel or 

with conventional computational fluid dynamics 

(CFD) is subjected to nice clean air and works 

effectively in this regime. When the air is turbulent 

it is subjected to changing speeds, directions and 

pressures which play havoc with the carefully 

crafted surfaces designed to work in clean air. On 

top of this, the generalised flow of air behind the 

car will be upwards. This ‘upwash’, as it’s called,

is very visible in the rooster tail thrown up by a car 

in wet conditions. It is a fundamental of producing 

downforce that air must be displaced upward,

and this upward motion is again presented to  

the following car in an unfavourable manner.

Why, then, does the evidence show closer 

racing this year? Unfortunately the answer is 

not that the aerodynamics are better. I have 

asked this question of several drivers and teams, and they all 

report that this year’s cars are actually more difficult to follow. The 

only improvement that they see is that the tyres are less prone to 

overheating and recover better if they are sliding more when behind 

another car. The answer, I believe, doesn’t lie in the aerodynamics 

but merely in the fact that the performance 

differential between the teams has reduced. 

There’s still much work to be done on 

producing regulations that force more 

benign aerodynamic designs.

To produce consistently closer racing, 

we need to change our whole approach 

to aerodynamics, concentrating not just 

on producing downforce but on making 

surfaces that are robust to changing onset 

flows. This needs to be coupled with 

resilient tyres, improved circuit design, 

and power units that allow more driver 

input into strategy. Overtaking will still 

not be easy, but will no longer rely on the 

enormous basic performance differential 

needed to complete an overtake today.

 TO PRODUCE CONSISTENTLY CLOSER RACING, 
WE NEED TO CHANGE OUR WHOLE APPROACH TO 
AERODYNAMICS, CONCENTRATING NOT JUST ON 
DOWNFORCE BUT ON PRODUCING SURFACES THAT 
ARE ROBUST TO CHANGING ONSET FLOWS 
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Now that Sauber’s Ferrari-powered 2018 car 

will carry Alfa Romeo branding, underpinning 

a wider “strategic, commercial and technical 

cooperation”, the notion of ‘badge engineering’ 

gaining traction in Formula 1 opens up some 

intriguing debates. It’s a particularly thorny topic 

given another possibility: that the concept could 

ultimately be extended beyond F1 by participating 

multi-make manufacturers.

Pedants will no doubt point out that Ferrari and 

Alfa Romeo have different ownership structures; 

however, the fact is that the two brands are 

essentially joined at the hip by the man at the 

top, Fiat/Ferrari boss Sergio Marchionne. Thus 

Alfa’s serpent logo currently appears on the flanks 

of the Scuderia’s cars in an arrangement that 

goes beyond window dressing – engines in Alfa 

Romeo’s sportier variants draw on Ferrari tech, 

adding legitimacy to the branding.

In its basic form, engine sharing enables 

alliances to compete at the motorsport’s sharp 

end under various brands; Ferrari engines could 

therefore carry Fiat, Alfa Romeo or Chrysler 

badging. The Renault/Nissan/Mitsubishi ‘club’ 

has an equally broad product palette to pick from. 

And there’s almost an embarrassment of branding 

riches within the Volkswagen Group.

Engine sharing does, though, create pitfalls. 

Alfa, for instance, are unlikely to be permitted to 

consistently beat Ferrari, even if they can. And 

yet that would create an also-ran perception for 

a brand whose high-end road cars are aiming to 

annexe Mercedes/BMW territory. At Volkswagen, 

the thought of VW’s roundel trouncing Porsche 

would surely send Stuttgart’s suits into apoplexy, 

particularly if their resources and expertise 

provided the hardware in the first place.

Such programmes therefore require assiduous 

brand management, hence engine sharing 

in F1 has generally found little favour within 

boardrooms despite being commonly applied in 

the road car industry. Anathema as the concept 

may be to F1 purists, it should not be written off.

WE SHOULD BE 
PAST CARING 
ABOUT SHARING

DIETER RENCKEN

POWER
PLAY

F1 Racing has seen a copy of a study into the feasibility of a ‘world 

engine’ commissioned by the FIA a decade ago. The basic premise 

is that common architecture (in this study, a four-cylinder design) 

would serve series ranging from touring cars and rallying, through 

sports cars and junior single-seaters to IndyCar and F1. There would 

be a number of permutations for cylinder heads, turbochargers and 

hybrid systems to provide differentiation, and brands would be able 

to share basic componentry.

The concept understandably bombed owing to the jejune nature of 

the basic design. The fact that Max Mosley, then the FIA President, 

was embroiled in political skirmishes at various levels did not help 

the cause, but some elements of the proposal had merit, and current 

FIA incumbent Jean Todt has recently alluded to these.

A variation of the concept is currently being floated in F1 circles, 

including a prescribed ‘bottom end’ which is being discussed 

by the (post-2020) Engine Working Group. Under this rubric, 

manufacturers would share what are 

dubbed ‘short engines’, while each could 

develop their own ‘top ends’ – turbos, 

cylinder heads and valve train – to provide 

differentiation and badging authenticity.

Already there are moves afoot to 

standardise hybrid componentry, while F1 

has long prescribed common vee-angles in 

the interests of cost saving. So why not do 

the same for crankcases?

Alfa Romeo engineers could, for 

instance, avail themselves of Ferrari short 

engines, then develop their own top end 

componentry and badged tappet covers; 

equally, Aston Martin could procure 

Mercedes bottom ends – Daimler owns a 

stake in the British manufacturer – and 

manufacture its own breathing bits, ready 

for supply to Red Bull Racing and Toro 

Rosso, or whomever. Lada power units 

based on Renault crankcases, anyone?

Taken a step further, common crankcase 

specifications for, say, F1, endurance racing 

and IndyCar, could entice multi-make 

manufacturers to produce a single bottom-

end design for all three championships by 

spreading the costs across a trio of brands.

The Renault-Nissan Alliance could, 

for example, contest F1 with their French 

brand, WEC with Nissan, and IndyCar with 

Infiniti, each brand developing top ends to 

match their chosen series; ditto Ferrari, Alfa 

and Chrysler respectively. What chance VW 

Group eyeing F1 with Lamborghini, doing 

WEC with Porsche and sending Audi into 

IndyCar, were such regulations adopted 

across the Atlantic divide?

Alfa Romeo have made a low-key return in recent 

seasons with logo placement on Ferrari’s cars
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NIGEL MANSELL
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Twenty-five years on from his own world title, Nigel Mansell talks
about Lewis Hamilton’s success, what’s next for Ferrari, and his 
next public appearance at the Autosport International Show

LEWIS NOW

ONLY NEEDS

FOUR MORE

SUCCESSFUL 

YEARS TO

BREAK ALL

RECORDS”

“
How have Ferrari changed since your day?

Ferrari aren’t just a race team, they’re an

institution. If you’re an Italian anywhere in the

world, you know who the Ferrari drivers are. You 

don’t get the church bells ringing in Brackley

when Lewis Hamilton wins a race. The church

bells ring all around Italy when Ferrari win and

I was part of that: it’s one worldwide family. I’m

not decrying the might of Mercedes, they are

a fantastic corporation, but there aren’t many

teams in the world where the Pope has visited

the factory. Ferrari are something very special.

But they’re also political, because they

demand success – and if they don’t, sadly, they

look for a scapegoat. But I will say, as a fan, what 

Ferrari have done, to challenge the might of

Mercedes, was truly an awesome thing to watch

and it was disappointing to see them fall short.

Fernando Alonso is following in your footsteps of winning

in F1 then taking on both the Indy 500 and Le Mans. How 

impressed are you by his hunger to compete?

The thing with Fernando is that he’s a racer. He’s a huge

talent and a great world champion, and he’s been stymied 

throughout his career through no fault of his own.

I believe that Fernando can win several more

championships. He’s an unbelievable racer and I really hope

that McLaren, with their new engine deal, can give him the 

goods so he can compete at the top level again.

The new season kicks off with the Autosport International

Show in January. How much are you looking forward to it?

It’s a great chance for the industry to come together at the

beginning of the season, and for the fans to see the new cars

being unveiled and to be able to meet drivers and teams. For

motor sport enthusiasts there is something for everybody.  

It’s very special – you can’t miss it.

What are your thoughts on Lewis Hamilton’s

fourth title, and what can he go on to achieve?

I predict that Lewis will challenge Michael

Schumacher’s records in both race victories

[91] and his seven world championships. If

you consider that he is only 32 and I won my

world championship when I was 39, then if he

continues to get the support from Mercedes  

he has an incredible opportunity.

At the moment Lewis has 62 victories and

with a hit rate of eight or nine wins a season

then he only needs four more successful years

to break all the records. He has had the most

outstanding season and can be even better. I just

hope he keeps his focus, embraces the chance

DQG�LV�H[FLWHG�E\�KRZ�PXFK�KH�VWLOO�KDV�WR�RɣHU�

Where do you think it went wrong for Sebastian 

Vettel and Ferrari this year?

They made a fantastic start and seemed to be under control

until some mind games started to play out. The incident in

Baku [where Vettel drove into Hamilton] was unfortunate

because without the stop/go penalty he would have won.

There’s no question that Sebastian was rattled by a number

of things, and as always, reliability plays a part. Sebastian’s

car did let him down on a couple of occasions and that’s all 

you need when the championship is close.

We remember you in 1986, 1987 and 1991 just missing out on

the championship. How do you pick yourself up again? How

will Vettel cope next year, based on your own experience?

, WKLQN FLUFXPVWDQFHV DUH GLɣHUHQW� :KHQ \RX KDYH WRWDO

support from your team and when you’re outright number one

and you can compete at that level, it’s relatively easy to pull

yourself back. You say to yourself: “Next year’s my year.”

Seb should bounce back very strongly; he should

understand it was 50/50 between him losing the

championship and the team letting him down with reliability

and making some bad calls. Between Seb and Ferrari they

KDYH ERWK GRQH D IDQWDVWLF MRE� :LWKRXW WKRVH WZR�WKLV�\HDU��

the championship would have been very dull.

INTERVIEW JAMES ROBERTS PORTRAIT                        : LORENZO BELLANCA

I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H

Nigel will be appearing at the Autosport

International Show on January 13-14; for

tickets, visit autosportinternational.com



THE FERRARI 
F2003-GA
The car in which Michael Schumacher 

overtook the great Juan Manuel Fangio
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CAR
No. 64
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KH�*$�VWDQGV�IRU�*LDQQL�$JQHOOL��D�¿�WWLQJ�PHPRULDO�

WR�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�VDYHG�)HUUDUL�DQG�NHSW�WKH�,WDOLDQ�

tricolore�À�\LQJ�SURXG�RYHU�0DUDQHOOR��,W�ZDV�DW�WKH�

HQG�RI�WKH�����V�WKDW�WKLV�WLWDQ�RI�,WDOLDQ�EXVLQHVV�DQG�

SROLWLFV�VXFFHHGHG�ZKHUH�)RUG�KDG�IDLOHG�E\�QHJRWLDWLQJ�

D�FRQWUROOLQJ�LQWHUHVW�WR�NHHS�)HUUDUL�VROYHQW��2Q�WKH�

IDFH�RI�LW��(Q]R�PDLQWDLQHG�SRZHU�RYHU�KLV�VFDUOHW�

HPSLUH�±�EXW�LQ�WUXWK��LW�ZDV�)LDW¶V�µNLQJPDNHU¶�ZKR�

KHOG�WKH�NH\V�GXULQJ�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RI�WKH�2OG�0DQ¶V�OLIH�

1RZ�$JQHOOL�KLPVHOI�ZDV�JRQH��PRUWDO�DIWHU�DOO��DV�SURVWDWH�

FDQFHU�FODLPHG�KLP�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����-XVW�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�

ODWHU�WKH�ZUDSV�ZRXOG�EH�UHPRYHG�IURP�)HUUDUL¶V�QHZ�

)RUPXOD���FDU�DW�D�VXLWDEO\�PXWHG�)LRUDQR�ODXQFK��)ROORZLQJ�

WKH�GRPLQDWLRQ�RI�������LW�VHHPHG�HQWLUHO\�SUHGLFWDEOH�WKDW�

0LFKDHO�6FKXPDFKHU�DQG�KLV�UHG�PDFKLQH�ZRXOG�FRQWLQXH�

WR�VPDVK�)��LQWR�VXEPLVVLRQ��$QG��\HV��KH�ZRXOG�KRQRXU�

$JQHOOL¶V�PHPRU\�DV�,WDO\�VDZ�¿�W��ZLWK�D�IRXUWK�FRQVHFXWLYH�

ZRUOG�WLWOH�DQG�D�SHUVRQDO�VL[WK�WR�VXUSDVV�-XDQ�0DQXHO�

)DQJLR¶V�¿�YH��%XW�WKLV�ZDV�RQH�WKDW�DOPRVW�VOLSSHG�DZD\�

7KH�)�����*$��ZKLFK�LV�VHW�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�VWDU�H[KLELWV�DW�

$XWRVSRUW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�WKLV�-DQXDU\��ZDV�D�ODWH�VWDUWHU�ZKHQ�

LW�UROOHG�LQWR�)��VHUYLFH����\HDUV�DJR��0LFKDHO�KDG�WURXQFHG�

HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�)������¿�QLVKLQJ����SRLQWV�FOHDU�RI�

EHVW�RI�WKH�UHVW�WHDP�PDWH�5XEHQV�%DUULFKHOOR��7KXV�WKH�WHDP�

IHOW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�UXVK�WR�LQWURGXFH�WKH�QHZ�PRGHO��7KH�ROG�

RQH��LQ�XSGDWHG�VSHF��ZRXOG�GR�QLFHO\�IRU�WKH�¿�UVW�IRXU�UDFHV�

2U�VR�WKH\�WKRXJKW��$�WURXEOHG�IRXUWK�LQ�$XVWUDOLD�IRU�

6FKXPDFKHU�HQGHG�)HUUDUL¶V�UHPDUNDEOH�VWUHDN�RI����

FRQVHFXWLYH�SRGLXP�¿�QLVKHV��DQG�D�WDQJOH�ZLWK�-DUQR�

7UXOOL¶V�5HQDXOW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�RQO\�VL[WK�LQ�0DOD\VLD��7KHQ�

KH�VSXQ�RXW�DQG�UHWLUHG�LQ�%UD]LO��KLV�¿�UVW�QRQ�¿�QLVK�VLQFH�

*HUPDQ\�����«�7KLV�ZDVQ¶W�JRLQJ�WR�SODQ�DW�DOO�

$Q�HPRWLRQDO�YLFWRU\�DW�,PROD��MXVW�GD\V�DIWHU�WKH�GHDWK�

RI�6FKXPDFKHU¶V�PRWKHU��EURXJKW�VRPH�HTXLOLEULXP�EDFN�WR�

WKH�FDPSDLJQ��DQG�HQVXUHG�)�����ERZHG�RXW�LQ�D�PDQQHU�

VXLWDEOH�IRU�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�)��FDUV�RI�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��1H[W�XS�

ZDV�6SDLQ�±�DQG�¿�QDOO\�WKH�FXUWDLQ�FDOO�IRU�$JQHOOL¶V�)HUUDUL�

%\�WKLV�VWDJH��FKLHI�GHVLJQHU�5RU\�%\UQH��WHFKQLFDO�GLUHFWRU�

5RVV�%UDZQ��WHDP�SULQFLSDO�-HDQ�7RGW�DQG�HQJLQH�PDQ�*LOOHV�

6LPRQ�ZHUH�ZD\�SDVW�H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ��7KH�)�����*$�ZDV�

D�FOHDU�DQG�VLPSOH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDVWHUIXO�PDFKLQHV�WKDW�

KDG�FRPH�EHIRUH��1HZ�ERG\ZRUN�LQFOXGHG�VOHHNHU�VLGHSRGV�

DQG�WKXV�VPDOOHU�UDGLDWRUV��ZLWK�UHYLVHG�H[KDXVWV�DQG�DQ�

HYHU�WLJKWHU�UHDU�HQG�GHVLJQ�IXUWKHU�KRQLQJ�PDPPRWK�

DHURG\QDPLF�IRUFHV��%HKLQG�6FKXPDFKHU�DQG�%DUULFKHOOR¶V�

VKRXOGHUV��6LPRQ�HNHG�PRUH�SRZHU�IURP�WKH�QHZ�7LSR�����

9����ZKLOH�WKH�ORQJLWXGLQDO�JHDUER[�VKUXQN�LQ�ERWK�ZHLJKW�DQG�

GLPHQVLRQ��1RUPDO�VHUYLFH�ZDV�VXUHO\�DERXW�WR�UHVXPH�

$�VWUDLJKW�RXW�WKH�ER[�GRXEOH�RQH�WZR�LQ�6SDLQ�DQG�$XVWULD�

VXJJHVWHG�DV�PXFK��6FKXPDFKHU�ZDV�RQO\�WKLUG�LQ�0RQDFR��

EXW�KH�ZRQ�DJDLQ�LQ�&DQDGD�WR�HQWHU�WKH�VXPPHU�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�

ZRUOG��%XW�WKHUHDIWHU��WKH�VWRU\�EHJDQ�WR�XQUDYHO�

T
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NOW 
THAT
WAS 
A 
CAR
No. 64
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Michelin-shod McLaren and Williams offered a stern and

convincing threat to the Bridgestone-tyred Ferraris through

what turned out to be fascinating and competitive season. In

all, eight drivers would win grands prix, with McLaren’s Kimi

Räikkönen and Williams’ Juan Pablo Montoya maintaining

title challenges into the autumn. From Canada in June,

Schumacher wouldn’t win again until Monza in September.

Between times, Barrichello scored what should probably

be remembered as his best victory in a thrilling British GP at

Silverstone. This was the day a deranged priest, Neil Horan,

ran on to the Hangar Straight garbed in a tam o’shanter and

kilt, causing mayhem but by luck nothing worse. Barrichello’s

wonderful drive, in which he twice passed Räikkönen for the

lead, deserves to remembered ahead of the track invader.

Aside from Silverstone, pickings were slim mid-season.

Ralf Schumacher won consecutively for Williams, Montoya

conquered Hockenheim, and Fernando Alonso became F1’s

youngest ever winner in his Renault at the Hungaroring.

Then the politics began. Rumours about the legality of

Michelin’s F1 tyres had been swirling and the row boiled to

the surface as the summer faded. Bridgestone and Ferrari

protested: they had 

evidence that the French 

rubber’s construction was 

illegally changing shape 

under use. The FIA, to 

the wails of those who 

love a conspiracy, agreed. 

After two years of success, 

suddenly Michelin’s tyres 

were deemed illegal. 

Ferrari’s form 

consequently bounced back

at Monza. Schumacher

won, and did so again

at Indianapolis, where

Montoya and Williams’

WLWOH KRSHV ¿]]OHG RXW� $W

WKH ¿QDOH� 0LFKDHO MXVW

needed an eighth place to

secure his crown.

In all, he’d won six

WLPHV �¿YH LQ WKH )�����

GA) to Räikkönen’s

single breakthrough win

in Sepang. But the new

scoring system, introduced

WR UHZDUG ¿QLVKHUV GRZQ WR

eighth instead of sixth, had

GRQH LWV MRE� 5lLNN|QHQ FRXOG VWLOO VQDWFK WKH WLWOH DW 6X]XND�

+H FHUWDLQO\ JRW FORVH� $V 5lLNN|QHQ ¿QLVKHG VHFRQG WR

Barrichello, Michael made a mess of things, qualifying a lowly

14th and clashing with rivals twice on the way to scraping the

eighth he needed. Just two points. That was all he’d won it by.

“Empty and exhausted”, Schumacher had been shaken on his

way to that historic sixth title.

6WLOO� WKH )�����*$¶V OHJDF\ ZDV VDIH� %\UQH¶V ODWHVW

PDVWHUSLHFH KDG ZRQ VHYHQ WLPHV ± ¿YH IRU 0LFKDHO� WZR

SHUKDSV PRUH VLJQL¿FDQWO\ LQ WKH FLUFXPVWDQFHV IRU 5XEHQV�

The red machine had hit a glitch, but nothing more.

$IWHU WKH H[FLWHPHQW RI ����� )� ZRXOG UHWXUQ WR D IDPLOLDU

VFULSW WKH IROORZLQJ VHDVRQ ZKHQ WKH )���� ± WKH QH[W

evolutionary step in the quest to perfect perfection – swept

�� RI WKH ¿UVW �� UDFHV� 6FKXPDFKHU ZDV FKDPSLRQ IRU D

seventh time by France in July.

Match that, Mercedes. On second thoughts, please don’t.

Witness a thrilling collection of racing 

Ferraris past and present at the Autosport 

International Show on January 11-14 2018 

SPECIFICATION

Chassis Carbon-fibre monocoque

Front and rear suspension Double wishbones, 

pushrod-operated torsion bars

Wheelbase 3100mm

Engine Ferrari Tipo 052 V10

Engine capacity 2997cc

Power 920bhp @ 18,600rpm

Gearbox Seven-speed semi-automatic sequential

Tyres Bridgestone

Weight 600kg

Notable drivers Michael Schumacher, 

Rubens Barrichello

RACE RECORD

Starts 24

Wins 7

Poles 5

Fastest laps 5

Other podiums 6

Retirements 3

Points 126

“MICHAEL 
MADE A 
MESS OF 
THINGS, 
QUALIFYING 
14TH AND 
CLASHING 
WITH RIVALS 
ON THE WAY 
TO SCRAPING  
EIGHTH”
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HOW YOU VOTED

Christian Horner 

Red Bull 35.5%

Toto Wolff

Mercedes 34.4%

Maurizio Arrivabene 

Ferrari 9.5%

Robert Fernley 

Force India 9.2%

Guenther Steiner 

Haas 4.2%

Other 7.2%

“To win an award that has been voted by the public always has an

extra special satisfaction, and I’m flattered for the second year in a

row, despite not winning on-track, to collect this award. I’m hugely

honoured and grateful to the readers of F1 Racing and it’s nice to

beat Toto [Wolff] at something this year. We’ll be fighting hard to

give the best cars we can to our drivers next year to hopefully take 

the fight to Mercedes and Ferrari.”

Christian Horner

One of Horner’s strengths has been managing

young drivers – a legacy, perhaps, of his days

running his Arden team in For ula 3000. Despite

a bad year in terms of reliability and a slow start

on the performance front, he’s managed the

expectations of the youthful Max Verstappen –

and, more importantly, convinced Max to extend

his deal with the team until the end of 2020. The

partnership with Daniel Ricciardo is arguably

the strongest driver pairing in F1, so Horner will

be tested in the coming years if the pair are

squabbling over wins. Thankfully he can draw on

his experiences of smoothing fractious tussles

between RBR team-mates Sebastian Vettel and 

Mark Webber in seasons past.

With a new set of regulations for 2017, many

predicted Red Bull would be fighting for the world 

championship. But power unit reliability and 

performance has fallen short again.

Horner’s biggest frustration remains the engine

formula. As a loyal Bernie Ecclestone ally, he has

had to ingratiate himself with F1’s new owners and

has spoken eloquently of the need for change. He

has always maintained that the drivers should

be cast as the heroes who race the world’s

fastest machines – and they should be using

a much simpler powertrain. As Horner has

proclaimed on numerous occasions: “It’s down to

us to provide [our drivers] with a competitive car.”

Otherwise, as he knows only too well, they go 

looking for seats elsewhere.

TE  
OF THE Y R
Christi rner
Red Bull Racing
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The Circuit Gilles Villeneuve in Montréal is a tricky 

little track to master. Its chicanes and short-radius 

bends require hard braking and precise rotation 

points with the car. The closer a driver can get to 

the edge of the concrete walls that line the exit of 

nearly all the corners, the quicker they will be.

In Montréal this June we witnessed a 

masterclass. In Q3, Sebastian Vettel went fastest 

on his fi rst run, only to be eclipsed by Lewis 

Hamilton. On Vettel’s second run he got within 

0.004 seconds of Lewis. But then the Mercedes 

man demolished his own previous best time with 

an inch-perfect belter, setting the fastest lap ever 

recorded at Montréal and – more importantly – 

matching Ayrton Senna’s 65-pole record.

When he stepped out of the car, Hamilton was 

handed a replica Senna helmet, a gift from the 

family of the fallen great.

“Ayrton is the one who inspired me to be where 

I am, and to match him and receive this is the 

greatest honour,” said Lewis after qualifying that 

day. “I equalled Ayrton in race wins (41) a while ago 

so this has been my focus. As a kid I thought if I 

was lucky, I could emulate Ayrton and it’s strange 

to think that now I have that many poles.”

At Monza, just six races later, Hamilton set a 

new benchmark: he scored his 69th pole position 

to put him top of the all-time pole positions list –

eclipsing Michael Schumacher’s 68.

“It’s awesome to receive this award 

again. It’s been such a special year 

on so many levels, so much growth, 

and qualifying has been very solid. I 

always look forward to Saturday and 

try to squeeze every drop out of the 

car – and a little bit more. It’s a really 

pure moment, when the car is at its 

lightest and most nimble.“

Lewis Hamilton

QUALIFIER 
OF THE YEAR
Lewis Hamilton
Mercedes

HOW YOU VOTED

Lewis Hamilton 68.0%

Max Verstappen 17.4%

Sebastian Vettel 5.2%

Fernando Alonso 2.2%

Daniel Ricciardo 1.7%

Other  5.5%

I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H  
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The official Formula 1 video on YouTube

from on board Max Verstappen’s Red Bull

during his charge from 16th on the grid to

seventh place at this year’s Chinese GP has

had 1,009,012 views – at the time of writing.

And it’s worth watching again and again.

A spark plug problem had demoted

Verstappen to a lowly 16th on the starting

grid. Drizzle on Sunday morning damped

parts of the circuit, and the low track

temperatures made the early running

extremely slippery. But Verstappen was

about to put in one of the laps of his life.

His initial getaway was good, but he

was immediately boxed in by a slow Kevin

Magnussen and a slick-shod Carlos Sainz.

He carefully followed the field around

Turn 1, then started to get aggressive on 

the outside of Turn 2, fighting the oversteer 

on the gripless surface, and overtaking 

Sergio Perez’s Force India.

Entering Turn 6, Verstappen was super

late on the brakes and easily passed Lance

Stroll. Ahead of him, Fernando Alonso was

also scything through the field, and Max

followed the Spaniard as he went wheel-

to-wheel with Danill Kvyat around the quick

left-hander at Turn 7. He passed Alonso

around the outside of the switchback and

set himself up to pass the Williams of Felipe

Massa. This was the riskiest move on the

lap, and with a late-braking lunge he made

the apex of Turn 11 and claimed eighth

place. The cherry on the top arrived when

that position became seventh as Nico 

Hülkenberg scuttled for the pits.

“To get start of the year is great – I’d thought it might just be

decided by the run off the line into Turn 1. In that case, I had a

better start in Canada, which I see was rated the fourth best

start of the year. But China, yeah, it just all happened so quickly.

You just pick your moment. Inside, outside, cutting through the 

traffic… it was very special.” Max Verstappen

Max V rst pen
P16 to P7 at t e Chinese GP

STAR OF THE YEAR

HOW YOU VOTED

Max Verstappen P16 to P7 (China) 57.9%

Valtteri Bottas P1 perfection (Austria) 17.2%

Fernando Alonso P10 to P7 (Belgium) 10.1%

Max Verstappen P5 to P2 (Canada) 8.7%

Valtteri Bottas P3 to P1 (Russia) 6.1%
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The fi ght for the fastest pitstop of each race is 

a closely contested competition. The difference 

between the quickest and slowest is measured in 

fractions of a second. 

Larger, heavier wheels made for an additional 

challenge this season, but last year’s Pitcrew of 

the Year, Williams, continued their good form into 

the early races of 2017.

But in Sochi, Red Bull topped the quickest 

pitstop chart when Max Verstappen was 

stationary for just 2.33 seconds. The team were

also quickest in Monaco, with a 2.6s stop (equally

impressive given the tighter confines of the

Monte Carlo pitlane). In the the summer, though,

Williams and Mercedes vied for top honours in the

speediest pitstop league.

That was until Malaysia, when Max Verstappen’s

all-dominant drive was sealed by his pitcrew.

Wearing their full-length fireproof overalls in

the heat and humidity of Malaysia, the Red Bull

PITCREW OF THE YEAR
Red Bull Racing

HOW YOU VOTED

Red Bull  34.1%

Williams   30.8%

Mercedes  24.5%

Ferrari  5.6%

Haas  2.0%

Other  3.0%  

“I’m proud to accept this award on behalf of the team. They have put so much 

time and effort into their job. You can’t believe the hours that go in behind 

the scenes in training. We’re really pleased with what we’ve done with the 

equipment we’ve got this year, and hope to make a step again next year.” 

Jonathan Wheatley, team manager

mechanics stopped the clocks at an incredible 

2.21 seconds. It wasn’t the fastest stop of the 

season, but it emphasised the signifi cance of the 

team working together in harmony – and in diffi cult 

conditions – to take victory that day.

RBR team manager Jonathan Wheatley says 

that the procedure to change tyres has become 

second nature to the mechanics involved: “What 

the gun men are doing in a pitstop is amazing. 

We’re seeing incredible reaction speeds.”

I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H  
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It was a difficult start for Lance Stroll

in his rookie F1 season. Before the flight 

to Melbourne he’d been troubled by

numerous ‘offs’ in testing and his first

few races were characterised by DNFs.

Stepping straight up from FIA European

F3 to F1 (and by-passing Formula 2) might 

have been a step too far, too soon.

That’s not to say he was without

experience of F1 machinery. He’d spent

much of the winter running in various

private sessions around the world in a

2014 Williams, but it was with the 2017-

spec machine that he initially struggled.

But to be fair to the 18-year old, he

was determined to ignore the naysayers,

arguing that he just needed time. On the

Saturday evening of Montréal there was

a heated discussion between his father

Lawrence and the team’s chief technical

officer Paddy Lowe. Whatever was spoken 

seemed to work, for under the pressure

of his home race, Stroll scored his first F1

points on Canadian soil with ninth place.

He went even better in Azerbaijan next

time out. In a chaotic race where all those

around him were losing their heads, Stroll

finished on the podium, despite being

pipped for second place by Valtteri Bottas 

as they crossed the line.

After Baku, he recorded seven straight

finishes, banishing the popular belief that

he couldn’t stay out of trouble. And he put

in an impressive qualifying performance in

the atrociously wet conditions at Monza, 

to nail a front-row slot.

“To receive this is an honour, I really appreciate the support.

There have been some highlights to the year, standing on

the podium and on the front row. But we’ve also had our

lows and it’s been quite a journey. I’m extremely proud to

be holding this award and hopefully we can build on this to 

achieve more in the future.“ Lance Stroll

HOW YOU VOTED

Lance Stroll 67.9%

Pierre Gasly 24.4%

Antonio Giovinazzi 5.7%

Brendon Hartley  2.0%

Lance roll

ROOKIE
OF T E YE



“Second best as well, awesome. The fans 

got it right – sweet! It was a good move,

thank you kindly. I don’t think I’ve ever

passed three cars in one move before,

because Hülkenberg was there too. It was 

good fun and particularly in the last few

years I’ve really had the blinkers on with

some moves where I really didn’t care about 

the outcome. That was one of them.”

Daniel Ricciardo

During the Azerbaijan GP weekend, Ricciardo 

struggled to hang on to the RB13 in low-downforce 

trim. When he hit the wall at Turn 6 in the fi nal 

period of qualifying, he must have thought his 

chances of victory were long gone. 

Ordinarily, starting in tenth place would have 

ruined his prospects of a good result, but this 

proved to be no ordinary grand prix.

“The odds of even a podium were pushed 

further back when we had to make an unscheduled 

early pitstop,” explains Ricciardo. “I think I was 

as low as 17th after that.”

The wall-lined nature of a street circuit means 

any mistake is punished – and incidents usually 

require a Safety Car deployment while marshals 

remove debris from the scene. This closes the fi eld 

back up, making for elbows-out restarts, which 

often lead to further Safety Cars…

With a long fl at-out run from the last corner on 

the Baku street track to Turn 1, the art of getting 

into a rival’s slipstream and using the ‘tow’ is 

hugely benefi cial. And Ricciardo did that beautifully 

on one restart to leapfrog both Williams cars and 

Nico Hülkenberg’s Renault, only locking up at the 

point of turn-in: three cars in one move.

“We were all nearly four wide,” he says, “but 

I managed to get third and I think that was, in a 

way, the winning move. Once I saw the gap I was 

going to do everything I could to brake as late as 

possible and get that position.”

Daniel Ricciardo
on Lance Stroll & Felipe 
Massa & Nico Hülkenberg 
in Azerbaijan, lap 23, for 
P3 into Turn 1

OVERTAKE 
OF THE YEAR

HOW YOU VOTED

Ricciardo on Stroll 

& Massa & Hulkenberg 

in Azerbaijan, lap 23, 

for P3 (Turn 1) 51.8%

Ricciardo on Räikkönen 

in Italy, lap 40, for 

P1 (Turn 1)  22.8%

Bottas on Stroll

in Azerbaijan, lap 51, for

P2 (start/fi nish line) 9.7%

Vettel on Ricciardo 

in China, lap 22, for P3 

(Turns 5&6)  8.1%  

Vettel on Bottas 

in Spain, lap 25, for 

P1 (Turn 1)  7.6%
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Despite the verbose full name of the car, the

Mercedes AMG F1 W08 EQ Power+ has been the

class of the field – winning both the drivers’ and

constructors’ championships – but it has also been

tricky to master. Early on, team boss Toto Wolff 

described the W08 as a “diva”.

“It’s not been an easy car to get to grips with,” 

says Mercedes’ chief race engineer Andrew

Shovlin. “And a lot of that is with the scale of the

regulation change. We didn’t really have everything 

working together, especially in the early races.

“For us, it’s been one of the most difficult years

we’ve had, not just in the championship battle, but

so many elements of the car and tyre that we had

to understand. But what you could see with the car 

is that when it’s in the right window, it’s quick.”

The all-dominant 1-2 performance at Monza

(easily 30 seconds ahead of Vettel’s Ferrari)

was quickly forgotten as it struggled in the hot, 

sweeping curves of Sepang.

“Yes, there have been highs and lows to the

year and it’s getting difficult to design a car that’s

fast everywhere,” adds Shovlin. “Circuits have such

different requirements, but there’s always areas

that we can improve – and it’s been important that 

we’ve done that faster than the opposition.”

And even when the title was sealed, Mercedes

continued to bring new parts, to try and get a head 

start on next season.

“All of our focus in development is on looking at

the areas we know we can do better. That’s how

you don’t get distracted with what’s going on

with the other teams. On-track we’ve had some

fantastic battles, but most of that development

has been taking place at the factory, and trying to

be scientific in the way we break down problems

and try and understand them to find a solution.”

Andrew Shovlin, chief race engineer (centre, right)

HOW YOU VOTED

Mercedes AMG F1 W08 EQ Power+ 58.3%

Ferrari SF70H 24.1%

Red Bull RB13 11.9%

Force India VJM10 3.3%

McLaren-Honda MCL32 1.0%

Other    1.4%

C OF T E YEAR
Mercedes
AMG 8 
EQ Po er
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There was a little joke that went around the 

Sepang paddock on the Sunday evening after 

Max Verstappen’s second grand prix victory. In 

the build-up to the race, hapless Daniil Kvyat was 

informed by the head of Red Bull’s young driver 

programme, Dr Helmut Marko, that he would not be 

fl ying to Kuala Lumpur. His seat at Toro Rosso had 

been given to Pierre Gasly.

The last time Kvyat was dropped from a team 

was right before the 2016 Spanish GP, when his 

drive at Red Bull was taken by Verstappen. The 

Dutchman won that race – and then won in Sepang 

when Kvyat was demoted again in 2017…

There was a lot of joy around the Red Bull 

hospitality unit that night. Max’s family were in 

attendance, since that weekend he’d celebrated 

his 20th birthday. It was good timing, for after such 

a rotten year in terms of reliability and recent on-

track incidents in Singapore and Monza, it was the 

right moment to quell any growing criticism.

In Malaysia, Verstappen took the lead on lap 

four – scything past pole-position holder Lewis 

Hamilton at Turn 1 – and was never threatened at 

the head of the fi eld.

“After the season I’ve had, I think this victory 

came at a very good time,” said Verstappen on the 

evening of his win. “Once I got past Lewis I could 

focus on my pace, look after the tyres, and speed 

up when I needed to.”

What Kvyat thought of the win, while watching 

on television at home, is unrecorded.

“Up to that point of the season I had a lot of really bad luck, 

and to go into a race and win was great. What I also liked was 

that my family was there and they got really emotional. It’s 

not only been tough for me this year, but also for them. My 

career had always been going up and up, but this year has 

been a bit more of a roller coaster.” 

Max Verstappen

HOW YOU VOTED

Max Verstappen (Malaysia) 28.8%

Lewis Hamilton (Britain) 6.6%

Sebastian Vettel (Malaysia) 6.4%

Daniel Ricciardo (Azerbaijan) 4.6%

Max Verstappen (China) 4.0%

Other   49.6%

DRIVE OF THE YEAR
Max Verstappen, 
P1, Malaysian 
Grand Prix

I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H  
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After he lost the 2016 world championship at

the final race of the year, you sensed a renewed

determination from Lewis to secure the trophy

again this year – right from the off. Hamilton’s title

rival Sebastian Vettel might have won the season 

opener in Australia, but Hamilton struck back 

immediately with victory in China.

He went wheel-to-wheel with Vettel in Spain and

came out on top, and wasn’t rattled when the pair

memorably made contact in Baku. Further strong

wins at Silverstone, Spa and Monza set Hamilton 

up for the Asian leg of the championship.

Hamilton surpassed both Ayrton Senna and

Michael Schumacher’s pole record this season,

demonstrating a growing assuredness in his

driving. He wasn’t making mistakes when the

pressure was on, while Vettel was becoming

increasingly fractious. The Ferrari man wasn’t

helped by reliability woes, but the first few hundred

metres of the Singapore GP effectively handed the

title to Hamilton. And after that Lewis didn’t rest

up, still striving, still pushing harder than ever.

This season, the 32-year old has been vocal

about his switch to a vegan diet, looking for

every advantage he can find. By adding another

discipline to his life, he’s becoming more focused

and an even fiercer competitor. After a fourth

world title – matching Vettel’s tally – and with the

prospect of more years left to race, he could well

achieve more than becoming Britain’s statistically

most successful F1 driver. He could even eclipse 

all the records set by Michael Schumacher.

Hamilton’s team-mate Valtteri Bottas has

admitted he was surprised by how hard Lewis

works. His competitors will have to try even

harder if they want to dethrone him in 2018.

“Wow, I wasn’t expecting this

one. Max [Verstappen] has driven

exceptionally well this year. I think

there is a lot of potential in their car,

and while it has had reliability issues,

when it has been right, he’s done a

good job. To get the support that I’ve

had and to get Driver of the Year, I

can only thank the fans. It’s amazing

to see the fanbase grow over time.” 

Lewis Hamilton

HOW YOU VOTED

Lewis Hamilton 37.8%

Max Verstappen 29.8%

Sebastian Vettel 9.5%

Daniel Ricciardo 8.0%

Esteban Ocon 4.0%

Other  10.9%

D IV
OF T E Y A
Lewis ilton
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I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H  

Each year we present one award which isn’t

measurable by statistics. There’s no win or pole

record to hang this prize off, but we feel there is

often a driver who is deserving of praise for their

relentless commitment and never-say-die attitude.

In a season dogged by an underpowered and

unreliable Honda power unit, Fernando Alonso

has squeezed every last drop of performance

potential from his McLaren.

“We found ourselves in a weak position with 

a lot of reliability issues with the power unit, but 

we have seen how strong the chassis is and the 

development rate has continued,” says Alonso. 

“This is a testament to how hard everyone has

been working in the summer despite the poor

results. I have to follow that momentum that we

build in the team.

“When we realised we were not competitive, we

didn’t give up. If the team build a new front wing,

you also need to push at the maximum, to return

that commitment. It’s important that they see that

with your driving style.”

In addition, Alonso made a bold attempt at the 

Indy 500 – a race he could have won – and next 

January will contest the Daytona 24 Hours as he 

looks to take on Le Mans in the future.

HOW WE VOTED

Fernando Alonso 61.3%

Max Verstappen 22.4%

Daniel Ricciardo 9.2%

Lewis Hamilton 7.1%

“It has been a special year, with the 

adventure of the Indy 500 in the middle of 

the season. We were expecting a lot more; 

with the change of regulations we felt we 

had an opportunity to close the gap with the 

front guys, but we found ourselves in a weak 

position. So it has been a little bit frustrating, 

but we kept working fl at out.“

Fernando Alonso

Fernando Alonso
McLaren Honda

SPIRIT OF F1 AWARD 

“If he could, he would race 52 weekends a year,” 

says McLaren boss Eric Boullier. “This is his warrior 

spirit, this is what you wish for – and expect from – 

a Formula 1 driver, and I can only praise his will 

and his wish to race anything.”
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Lewis Hamilton has become Formula 1 world champion 
for the fourth time and in the process confirmed
himself as a global icon, with a resonance extending  
far beyond his sport. He reveals all to F1 Racing  
about what it means to win on his own terms

“I DID ITMY WAY
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It’s touching that Lewis Hamilton still takes

un-fakeably genuine pleasure at receiving reader

awards from F1 Racing.

As we hand over frames celebrating his ‘Driver

RI WKH <HDU¶ DQG µ4XDOL¿HU RI WKH <HDU¶ DFFRODGHV

(see page 41 for more), that brilliant ‘Aw, shucks’

beam cracks irrepressibly across his face.

For a man who has achieved somuch, so

young, and for whom material rewards are now

little more than a means of keeping tabs on his

PDUNHW ZRUWK� RɣHULQJ D JLIW JDUQHUHG VROHO\

on merit – and, moreover, one whose recipient

is adjudicated upon by our readers, his fans –

remains a means of connecting with the essence 

of Lewis, untouched by celebrity or wealth.

“It’s so great to have this,” says the now four-

time world champion, “and to be voted Driver

of the Year by fans… Wow. All I can do is thank

them and for giving me their support wherever

I am in the world. We all travel so much in F1,

but I still remember growing up in Stevenage

and I hadn’t even contemplated that one day 

somebody would follow me.”

It’s at moments like these, up close and

personal with Lewis, that the kid within still

radiates. Yes, he’s a superstar – of course he

is, now a rival to Senna and Schumacher for

global eminence – yet the inner core remains 

UHPDUNDEO\ XQDɣHFWHG�

And he has shown through another year of

intense competition, for two thirds of which Seb

9HWWHO DQG )HUUDUL RɣHUHG D VHULRXV WLWOH WKUHDW�

that his passion for the sport, and for racing, 

remains undimmed.

The stats tell part of the story: nine wins, 11

pole positions and a new outright pole-sitter’s

record (72 and counting) make him now the

most successful British driver by any numerical

measure. Equally telling has been the almost

Zen-like approach to his craft this season; his

failure to get riled by, for example, Vettel’s lack

RI FRPSRVXUH DURXQG µELɣ�JDWH¶ LQ %DNX� RU WKH

media pasting he received for choosing to snub

the ‘F1 Live London’ street demo back in July.

These moments, which seemed so desperately

important at the time, by some of those close

to them, were viewed more dispassionately and

with commendable detachment by the man at

the eye of the storm: Hamilton himself. These

were mere side-shows in a grander narrative:

that of becoming Britain’s most victorious – dare

we suggest greatest? – racing driver.

For Lewis has known precisely what he was

GRLQJ WKURXJKRXW ����� 2YHU WKH Rɣ�VHDVRQ KH¶G

unpicked his failure (for that’s what it was) to

win the 2016 title against his ever-needly

team-mate Nico Rosberg and worked out  

a plan of attack for the season ahead.

+H¶G EHQH¿W IURP KDYLQJ D TXLFN EXW QRQ�

antagonistic team-mate in Valtteri Bottas, whose 

contribution to the team’s smooth running this

year Hamilton is swift to acknowledge: “Valtteri’s 

a great driver, who I’m enjoying racing with,”

he says. “But I don’t mind who I race against

– anyone in the world – as long as somehow

you’re able to maintain positivity in the team.

Harmony is incredibly important for everyone to 

be enjoying what they do.”

There was the catharsis, too, of the ‘kitchen

WDEOH VHVVLRQ¶ ZLWK WHDP ERVV 7RWR :ROɣ� GXULQJ

which grievances over supposed favouritism

were aired and new shared goals established.

Lewis resolved still to play his own game,

and present himself to the sport and the wider

world in a manner that no F1 champion ever has

before; but he’d strive to eliminate dips in form.

These ‘lost weekends’ have previously been one

of the few weak spots in the Hamilton armoury.

That’s meant Bottas, for one, having to re-

evaluate his assessment of Lewis’s work ethic:

³, DOZD\V NQHZ KH ZDV D JRRG GULYHU�´ FRQ¿GHV

Valtteri, “but I never knew how much he actually

works. He works hard. He spends a lot of time

with the guys at a race weekend, visits the factory

quite a bit. And he’s still just a normal human

being, like the rest of us. Good manners, good 

respect and doesn’t play any games.”

When you’re as stone-cold fast as Lewis

Hamilton, game-play is never going to be the

UHIXJH RI ¿UVW UHVRUW� KH �DQG RWKHUV� NQRZ

he can always rely on reserves of pure pace, 

whenever the chips are down.

7KH %HOJLDQ *3 SURYLGHG WKLV \HDU¶V GH¿QLWLYH�

example: Vettel had the faster Ferrari in the

latter stages of the race and had the speed to

win. Hamilton, though, had every answer for

his rival’s attack, failing to yield even under

immense pressure through Eau Rouge and

Raidillon, then onto the Kemmel straight. His

microscopically perfect braking from maximum

velocity into Les Combes on lap 34 after a Safety

Car restart, with Vettel tucked under his rear

wing then alongside, earned him the win and

– in hindsight – proved a turning point in the

championship. It was as vivid a demonstration of

Hamilton’s sheer driving virtuosity as the season 

provided. No fuss, no error… No way, José!

He left Spa just seven points behind Seb, and

Vettel would never lead the championship again. 

Monza fell inevitably to Mercedes, as Vettel

salvaged third, but Ferrari thereafter imploded,

VQXɤQJ RXW WKH LQWHUHVW LQ D WLWOH�UDFH�WKDW�KDG�VR�

recently been acutely poised.

Hamilton’s driving remained immaculate as

Ferrari left an open goal: his win in Singapore

was classic opportunism, his victory in Austin 

consummate. There, indeed, he opened a

fascinating window into some of what he has

experienced this year as he and the once-unruly 

W08 have learned each other’s rhythm: “It

felt like I was dancing with the wind,” was his

description of the sensation of caressing his

Mercedes downhill from Turn 1 at CoTA, through

the swoops of Turns 2 to 9 on a blustery, breezy, 

qualifying Saturday.

Reaching for lyricism, he continued: “The

tyres feel like living tissue. That’s why we have

to treat them so carefully, to bring out their 

performance and maintain it.”

Truly, this year Hamilton has attained

new peaks of performance, with an on-track

sensitivity, style and panache any true fan must 

acknowledge, even if they don’t care for his 

colourful lifestyle beyond the cockpit.

“Still I rise” is his mantra and in 2017, indeed, 

he has risen above all-comers to force the 

championship to yield to his will.

“DID YOU DO IT
  YOUR WAY, LEWIS?”

we ask. “Yeah, I’ve done everything my own way,”

he chuckles, almost conspiratorially. “It’s just me

being the stubborn boy I am.” And here’s how…
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F1 Racing: You seem to be saying that you won

the world championship on your own terms this 

year. Is that how it feels?

Lewis Hamilton: I think through life there is

always someone to say ‘do it this way’ or ‘do it

that way’ because often you don’t know which

is the right way and some people have already

discovered it – or have an opinion about what it

should be. So to succeed eventually in the way

you truly believe is the right way for you, once

you’ve discovered that, is an accomplishment  

I think you can be proud of.

I’ve got great people around me in my

personal team and in the race team; that’s  

why I say we do this together because when they

turn up on the Thursday to the Sunday they’re

there with me on the edge of their seats. If we

fail together they feel the pain I feel. And if

we win they feel the glory and the emotions

– we win and lose together, it’s really cool.

I still feel that too, myself, from the other

side. I’m a big, big fan of LeBron [James, the

American basketball megastar] and when

he’s getting those hoops, I’m there with him.

But when he loses, I feel the pain and I feel  

like I share that emotion.

F1R: People often compare you with other

Formula 1 ‘greats’, but more than ever you  

seem to be your own man – and you’re reaching 

fans way beyond motorsport…

LH: All I can say to that is: ‘What works for you

GRHVQ¶W ZRUN IRU PH¶� %XW LW¶V GLɤFXOW WR LPSRVH

your choices. When I arrived in F1 everyone –

legends, ex-drivers, the press – kept telling me:

‘This is the mould you have to get in, it’s square

and so you have to become square, whatever

your original shape’. This approach pushes you

down, and suppresses you. It’s a big problem

in todays’s world: the suppression of ideas. It

takes a strong positive mental attitude [to resist].

You have to believe in yourself, in your values,

in the direction and the journey you’re making. 

THIS YEAR WAS CHALLENGING ON A PERSONAL LEVEL, BUT IT WAS ALSO
THE KIND OF CHAMPIONSHIP I’D BEEN HOPING FOR – A BIT LIKE 2008,
WHEN YOU’RE FIGHTING ANOTHER TEAM.

“

“
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It comes with maturity, with work and pain.

Sometimes I’d go back home after the races and

I’d read what people wrote and it was like: ‘If

only you knew my heart. You talk shit about me,

but who are you to judge me? I’m not trying to

RɣHQG DQ\RQH� ,¶P RQO\ OLYLQJ P\ OLIH¶� %XW ,¶P

YHU\ SURXG RI EHLQJ GLɣHUHQW� DQG RI ZKDW ZH

KDYH GRQH DV D IDPLO\� $QG WKLV LV ULJKW� <RX VHH

people like Max Verstappen coming through,

ZKR¶V D GLɣHUHQW \RXQJ FKDUDFWHU� <RX VHH ZKDW

WKH :LOOLDPV VLVWHUV KDYH GRQH LQ WHQQLV ± QHZ

people coming with new attitudes. We need it.

F1R: %XW KRZ GR \RX VWD\ RQ WRS RI ZKDW DSSHDUV

WR EH DQ DEVROXWHO\ KHFWLF SULYDWH OLIH��DORQJVLGH�

an incredibly busy F1 calendar?

LH: It’s hard for me to remain in the same place 

for long, I admit. I get bored, so I’m always

RQ WKH PRYH� %XW WKHUH DUH GD\V GXULQJ WKH

year when it’s okay to stop: during the winter

break, at my house in Colorado, in the middle

of an amazing place for nature, I recharge my

batteries. In Monaco I keep myself busy, I train, 

, UXQ« %XW LI \RX FRXOG VHH P\ VFKHGXOH�

Earlier in the year I had a weekend in New

York for a fashion show, then it was back to the

UK on Sunday; on Monday I was at the factory

LQ %UDFNOH\� WKHQ LQ *HUPDQ\ IRU WKH 0HUFHGHV

$0* 3URMHFW 2QH ODXQFK� 6LQJDSRUH IRU WKH *3�

LQ /RQGRQ DJDLQ IRU DQ HYHQW� WKHQ 0LODQ IRU WKH

fashion week, Malaysia for sponsor appearances

and the race, a couple of days in Hong Kong, the

-DSDQHVH *3 LQ 6X]XND� DQG WKHQ LQ 3DULV� 7KH

IDFW LV� , ORYH WR ERXQFH KHUH DQG WKHUH� , VOHHS

RQ WKH SODQH DQG LW¶V QRW HYHQ VR QHFHVVDU\��,¶P�

young. We’ll sleep when we’re dead…

F1R: So who would you bring along for a week  

in your world, if you could? We’re talking  

GULYHUV�QRZ��<RXU�SHHUV"

LH: From this era? Daniel Ricciardo. We can

KDYH D ORW RI IXQ WRJHWKHU LI ZH JR IRU D ZHHN

LQ 0LDPL� %XW DOO�WLPH"�-DPHV�+XQW�IRU�VXUH�  

He was so great.  

F1R: If you don’t mind us saying so, this all seems

D ELW DW RGGV ZLWK \RXU QHZ YHJDQ GLHW ±  

or are we just missing the point?

LH:+D� , IHHO JUHDW� EXW LW LV GLɤFXOW WR ¿QG

IRRG WKDW \RX ORYH DV PXFK DV \RX GLG EHIRUH� ,

IRXQG D EXUJHU� IRU H[DPSOH� ZKLFK , ORYH PRUH

WKDQ , GLG EHIRUH� %XW LW¶V KDUG WR ¿QG DV PDQ\

WKLQJV WDVWH�ZLVH WKDW \RX OLNH� ,W WDNHV WLPH WR

DGMXVW EXW SK\VLFDOO\ , IHHO WKH EHVW ,¶YH HYHU IHOW�

So it’s about making that step… and now I’m

WKHUH« 7KH RWKHU GD\ , ZDV DW GLQQHU ZLWK P\

friends and I was watching them eat meat and 

chicken and I felt sick to watch them.

, WKLQN WKHUH¶V DQ DGYDQWDJH� WRR� EHFDXVH

ultimately it’s about how you fuel, isn’t it? So

WKH PRUH HɤFLHQW IXHO \RX JHW� WKH PRUH HQHUJ\

\RX KDYH� <RX ZDQW DQ\�DGYDQWDJH�DV�D�UDFLQJ�

GULYHU��GRQ¶W�\RX"

F1R: <RX¶YH HQGHG XS DV D GRPLQDQW FKDPSLRQ�

EXW IRU WKH ¿UVW WZR WKLUGV RI WKH \HDU� \RX KDG

D IDQWDVWLF ¿JKW ZLWK 6HE� ZKHHO�WR�ZKHHO�LQ�

%DUFHORQD��%DNX��6SD«

LH: 7KLV \HDU ZDV FKDOOHQJLQJ RQ D SHUVRQDO

OHYHO� EXW LW ZDV DOVR WKH NLQG RI FKDPSLRQVKLS

,¶G EHHQ KRSLQJ IRU ± D ELW OLNH ������ZKHQ�

\RX¶UH ¿JKWLQJ DQRWKHU WHDP�

7KDW¶V HVSHFLDOO\ WUXH DJDLQVW )HUUDUL� DQRWKHU

historic team, which Michael Schumacher raced

for and won championships for. Ferrari is the red

FDU« DQG UHG¶V P\ IDYRXULWH FRORXU� VR LW¶V VXFK D

EHDXWLIXO FDU WR VHH RQ WKH WUDFN ± EXW WR ¿JKW LW

ZLWK D VLOYHU VZRUG LV� \¶NQRZ� LW¶V OLNH WKH PDVWHU

VZRUG� ,¶P UHDOO\ SURXG RI WKDW DQG WR EH DEOH

WR EDWWOH VRPHRQH HOVH ZKR LV D IRXU�WLPH ZRUOG

champion, who’s got great skill and a team that 

also knows how to win championships.

7KDW¶V KRZ HYHU\ FKDPSLRQVKLS QHHGV WR EH�

I think it’s what Formula 1 wants to see. It’s

what I wanted to see, growing up watching F1.

F1R: You and Seb actually seem to get on pretty 

well together…

LH::H¶UH QRW ���\HDU ROGV DQ\ PRUH� DUH ZH"

We’re grown men and if you watch the great

players and athletes in other sports, the mind

LV HYHU\WKLQJ� 7KH PLQG LV ZKDW LV LQ FRQWURO�

1DWXUDOO\ \RX¶UH KDYLQJ D EDWWOH ZLWK WKH JX\

EHKLQG� EXW� \RX NQRZ ± ‘Keep your friends close

and your enemies closer’. I watch Sebastian, I

NQRZ ZKDW KH¶V DFKLHYHG� , NQRZ KRZ FRQVLVWHQW

he’s been and I know where his strengths and 

weaknesses are. Same for his car, too.

7KHQ LI \RX ORRN DW DQ DWKOHWH OLNH >5DIDHO@

1DGDO« 7KH FRPSRVXUH WKDW WKH\ KDYH WKURXJK

D JDPH� DQG KRZ WKH\ SUHVHQW WKHPVHOYHV DIWHU

a win or a defeat. Stars like that really set an 

example that I try to follow.

, WU\ QRW WR FRQWDLQ DQ\ QHJDWLYLW\ LQ P\ OLIH�

no matter what is written, no matter what people

VD\� ,¶YH PDQDJHG WR EXLOG WKLV NLQG RI EDUULHU

WR ERXQFH Rɣ QHJDWLYLW\ EHFDXVH , WKLQN ORYH�

FRQTXHUV�DOO�DQG�SRVLWLYLW\�FRQTXHUV�DOO�

F1R: (YHQ�DIWHU�9HWWHO�GURYH�LQWR�\RX��LQ�%DNX"

LH: , WKLQN WKH PHGLD ZDQWHG WKDW IHXG� %XW DOO

RI WKDW� HYHQ WRGD\� VHHPV D OLWWOH ELW RGG� , KRSH

HYHU\RQH FDQ UHDOO\ HQMR\ WKLV \HDU DQG VRPH RI

WKH�JUHDW�EDWWOHV�ZH¶YH�DOO�KDG��,¶P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�

WU\ DQG JLYH HYHQ PRUH FRQWURYHUV\ QH[W \HDU�

, KRSH WKDW ZH MXVW JLYH \RX PRUH UDZ UDFLQJ� \RX

NQRZ" 7KDW¶V ZKDW WKH VSRUW QHHGV��WKDW¶V�ZKDW�

we’re struggling towards.

F1R: You mentioned Michael… Some of his

records, which seemed out of reach, like 91 wins

DQG�VHYHQ�WLWOHV«�<RX¶UH�FUHHSLQJ�XS�RQ�WKHP�

LH::HOO HYHQ WKH LGHD RI EHLQJ D IRXU�WLPH

champion seems out of reach for now. It’s

like I’m in space… It’s not registering at the

PRPHQW� %XW ¿UVW DQG IRUHPRVW� ZH DOO NQRZ

how exceptional Michael was and his records

KDYH�ODVWHG�IRU�VR�ORQJ��(DFK�\HDU�,�GRQ¶W�VHW�D�

Hamilton praises

the dedication

and passion of

his crew, and the

positive impact

of team-mate

Valtteri Bottas
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goal to make records. I have a goal of improving

certain areas where you feel you could be better.

So it is very, very crazy to think that I’ve matched 

certain records. People talk about Michael’s

single-mindedness about his job, but to stand 

out in the world today, it’s a lot harder,

I think, because it’s all been done before.

There’s a lot of life to live beyond forty, but I

can’t come back to Formula 1, so there’s going to

be a point at which I say: ‘OK, I’ve had enough’. 

I’ve already been blessed and had such a

wonderful time here these last ten years. And I’m

going to continue to – while I’m at my best – try 

to… I want to go out on top. That’s my goal.

Obviously each year I could do the easy thing 

like Nico [Rosberg], which is just stop and

retreat with these four titles, but I think there’s

more in me. There’s more to come, more of a

challenge, as there’s harder times ahead and  

I like that, I love that. That’s challenging.

F1 Racing couldn’t fail to notice the barbed

swipe at retired 2016 champion Nico Rosberg.

Clearly, no love lost between those two old foes.

F1R: You’ve now won more titles than your idol,

Ayrton Senna, and you broke his pole record this

year. Do you still measure yourself against him 

in any way?

LH: I don’t ever really compare myself with 

I APPRECIATE WHAT MAX
DOES AND HIS TALENT.
AND I DON’T FEEL ANY
NEGATIVITY TOWARDS IT.
I WANT HIM TO BE HIS BEST.
I LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING 
MORE RACES WITH HIM
SO I THINK I’M GOING TO
HAVE TO STAY AROUND A 
LITTLE BIT LONGER.

“
“
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Ayrton. I think it’s very hard to compare previous 

HUDV� 7KH FDUV DUH VR GLɣHUHQW DQG VR RQ�

But what I would say is that ultimately us

racing drivers are great at getting into a car

and exploiting its strengths and weaknesses  

and putting it to the limit.

Even if it were say, Fangio, if you put him on

a jetski or whatever, he’d take it to the limit. We

have this certain sense of awareness and higher

limits than others, I guess. I do feel very proud

to be in and amongst those legendary drivers,

DQG ZH¶UH LQ D GLɣHUHQW HUD ZKHUH VDIHW\ LV VR

much further ahead but technology is too. The

challenge Ayrton would have faced in his time is 

D ORW GLɣHUHQW WRGD\� PHQWDOO\�

We’re maybe less physically challenged, but

mentally more with all the electronics that you

have to control. It’s not one era that is more

GLɤFXOW WKDQ DQRWKHU� WKH\¶UH MXVW XQLTXH LQ

their own way. I really do think Ayrton would

have continued to win more if he was fortunate 

enough to have more life to live.

That bright life of his was cut short. I’ve

DOZD\V VDLG VLQFH , JRW WKH ¿UVW FKDPSLRQVKLS

[2008], I kind of liked the idea that I’m carrying

a baton on and seeing how far we can push it.

He inspired me as a kid, and even when he was

gone, I still came back and watched his videos 

like it was just yesterday he was racing.

F1R: <RX¶YH KDG D WRXJK ¿JKW WKLV \HDU DQG LW

looks like Max Verstappen fancies a piece of the 

action too. What’s he like to race against?

LH: Max has driven exceptionally well this year.

He’s been able to extract a lot of the potential

from that Red Bull. It has a good aero package,

and while it has had reliability issues, when the

car’s been right, he’s done a wonderful job. It’s

exciting to see him emerge. Even as another

driver I appreciate what he does and his talent.

And I don’t feel any negativity towards it. I want

him to be his best and don’t fear that. So I think

I’m going to have to stay around a little longer. I 

look forward to having more races with him.

As do we all…

Ayrton Senna remains Hamilton’s

hero; this season the family gave

him a replica crash helmet (below)
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Mercedes’ W08 delivered both the
drivers’ and the constructors’
championships in 2017, but the
journey was altogether tougher
than in the previous three seasons.
Team boss Toto Wolff even labelled 
the car a “diva”. Was it really as 
truculent as all that?
WORDS STUART CODLING PICTURES                       : STEVEN TEE
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was Lewis Hamilton’s verdict on the

Mercedes Wo8 on the day he won his

fourth world championship. “While people

have written that we’ve had the best car,

I don’t believe we’ve had the best car. I 

think we’ve been the best team.”

Inarguably, and although Lewis sealed

the title with two races to run, this has

been the tightest season of the hybrid era.

The popular narrative – one that’s already

been documented extensively on the web, 

in print and on television – has it that

Lewis claimed the silverware in spite of

a car that swung needily between being

devastatingly quick and infuriatingly high

maintenance. Had Sebastian Vettel not

had his moments of madness in Baku and

Singapore, opening into a wider rosso

corsa implosion on the Asian leg, the

outcome might have been different.

Indeed, Vettel led the standings

for much of the year while Mercedes’ 

“I’M PROUD OF ITS FLAWS BECAUSE 

SHE’S NOT BEEN PERFECT,”
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“Singapore 2015 is quite well-documented as

one of our low moments from that year. But then

we weren’t great there in ’14 either, and went

on to only just winning in ’16. There are certain

circuits that don’t suit the car, and we go into a

weekend expecting that. The main thing with this

year, I think, is that Ferrari have done a great job

and have been much closer to us, When you’ve

got a close competitor, and your car has a bit of a

wobble, they’re ahead of you – and it becomes a 

crisis because you’re not winning.”

The reason for weaknessess at particular

circuits – or in certain conditions – recurring

from year to year is that most teams carry over

the essential philosophy of their cars from one

to the next, thereby (as Wolff alluded) encoding

certain characteristics into their proverbial DNA.

It’s a pivotal decision, fraught with perils: in

choosing to start again from a clean sheet, with

a completely new car concept, a team might

have to abandon a vast trove of accumulated

knowledge. Optimising the new concept might 

take months – or even entire seasons.

contact, and had a preference for all the blue

M&Ms to be removed from the bowl. But is this

genuinely the case, or are we underestimating

how much more competitive the resurgent 

Ferrari have been this year?

“We’ve always made cars that are a bit diva-ish

– all teams have,” says chief designer John Owen. 

“When you have a half-a-second advantage

[per lap], as we might have done in previous

seasons, on the days the car is misbehaving

you’re potentially still going to win anyway. And

on the days it’s working really well, you don’t

drive it as hard as you possibly could, so as to

preserve the engine. You smooth out the ripples

of performance across the course of a season.
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SHUIRUPDQFH ÀXFWXDWHG EHWZHHQ ZHHNHQGV

– and even during them, depending on the

tyre compounds available and if the track

temperature changed. In Monaco Hamilton even

failed to make Q3 when he was unable to bring 

the tyres on both axles up to their peak.

“You can say there is certain DNA in a car,

and we have proved our car can go very quick in

qualifying and in the race,” said team boss Toto

Wolff after that debacle. “But it seems to be more 

a bit of a diva to get it into the right window.”

Mercedes continued to suffer the occasional

off-weekend, or off-session, for the rest of the

VHDVRQ� VHHPLQJO\ FRQ¿UPLQJ WKH LPSUHVVLRQ

that the W08 didn’t want hotel staff making eye 

“WE’VE ALWAYS MADE CARS THAT ARE A BIT DIVA-ISH – ALL TEAMS
HAVE. WHEN YOU HAVE A HALF-A-SECOND ADVANTAGE [PER LAP], AS
WE MIGHT HAVE DONE IN PREVIOUS SEASONS, ON THE DAYS THE CAR IS 
MISBEHAVING YOU’RE POTENTIALLY STILL GOING TO WIN ANYWAY.”



Most teams now copy Red Bull’s nose-down,

tail-up car philosophy to some extent, but some

have taken longer than others to get the most

out of it – McLaren, for instance, are arguably

RQO\ QRZ RQ WRS RI LW� KDYLQJ ¿UVW JRQH GRZQ WKDW

route in 2013. That’s because it’s one thing to

copy a car’s external aero features from pictures,

quite another to understand how the overall

aero ‘map’ works, how it changes in different

conditions, and how the suspension has to be

managed to give the aero a consistent platform.

It’s interesting that Mercedes haven’t gone

high-rake yet – and neither have Williams,

albeit with diminishing returns in their own

car concept. Even before the hybrid power unit 

UHJXODWLRQV FDPH LQ� 0HUFHGHV ¿HOGHG FDUV

WKDW ZHUH QRWLFHDEO\PRUH ÀDW WR WKH WUDFN

surface, relying on clever hydraulic systems

within the chassis to remain so. But the FIA

KDV EHHQ FODPSLQJ GRZQ RQ WKRVH V\VWHPV� ¿UVW

outlawing active interconnected hydraulics,

then at the beginning of 2017 banning the

passive systems several teams are believed to 

have developed. That means Mercedes may have

to consider change in future.

“I wouldn’t say we’re particularly hung up on

anything on the car,” says Owen. “We’re happy

to change anything about it. There are areas

where we’re different; the front-end aerodynamic

philosophy of our car is prettymuch unique,

although Toro Rosso have some similar elements

this season. Other than that, the narrow nose,

and the things that go with that further down the

car, are areas where we’re unique.

“That was carried through from the 2016

philosophy, and there were other areas, such

as the suspension, that were similar to before, 

but then you get to new areas, such as the

bargeboards, where the W08 is very different.

There were a few things we’d done on the 2016

FDU� WKH :��� DW WKH IURQW� WKH ÀRRU� WKDW KHOSHG

us in our understanding for 2017. We knew the

rule change was aimed at shaking up the grid

and that it would be a massive challenge to stay

in front. We had to get the balance right in terms

of how much resource we put into the W07, and 

how much we put into this one. It was a question 

of starting strong in ’16, and then when we’d

done enough, very quicklymoving as much effort 

as we could into the new car.”

The 2017 regulations presented several

unknowns, chief among those being how Pirelli’s

wider tyres would work. ‘Blind’ pre-season tests

with mule cars provided mixed results (“Looking

back, I think we could have done a better job, or

got more out, of the tyre testing,” says Owen).

It was a double moving target: the mule cars

were ballasted up to the right weight, but had

nothing like the downforce required for Pirelli

to accurately assess loadings. That meant both

WKH WHDPV DQG WKH RI¿FLDO W\UH VXSSOLHU HPEDUNHG

upon the season not knowing what to expect, 

though some took a more positive view.

“It’s always nice to have a regulation change,”

says Owen, “because [in a stable environment]

you can get a little too focused on the detail. A

UXOH FKDQJH WDNHV \RX EDFN WR ¿UVW SULQFLSOHV�

From a designer’s point of view that’s a very 

enjoyable thing to do.

On bargeboards: “They look, outwardly, like 2008-style

solutions but they’re quite different in the way that they’re

functioning because the front wing is so different. Pre-2009,

wings generated a lot of downforce on the centreline, which 

meant a different flow field under the car, particularly in the

bargeboard area. In the current cars the centre of the wing is

relatively unloaded – it’s very loaded at the tips, so the airflow

approaching the front of the floor is very different in direction.”

On the increasing

complexity of aero

components: “You see so

many sophisticated details 

now, because it’s easy

within CFD to fix problems,

change shapes, even find a

degree of optimisation – in

the past, you’d have been

cutting out little bits of

carbon in the windtunnel,

so the shapes tended to

be more two-dimensional.”

JOHN OWEN,
CHIEF DESIGNER
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MERCEDES’ EMERGENCE 
AND DOMINATION OF 
THE HYBRID ERA

2014

2015

2016

2017

MERCEDES W05

Pole positions 18

Fastest laps 12

Race wins 16

Drivers’ champion

Lewis Hamilton

MERCEDES W06

Pole positions 18

Fastest laps 13

Race wins 16

Drivers’ champion

Lewis Hamilton

MERCEDES W07

Pole positions 20

Fastest laps 9

Race wins 19

Drivers’ champion 

Nico Rosberg

MERCEDES W08

Pole positions 15

Fastest laps 9

Race wins 12

Drivers’ champion

Lewis Hamilton

any aero. If you can move things around in the

car and not have to reinvent every part of it with 

every new development, it’s quite wise.

“We did have a very late change to one aspect

of the power unit, and because of our philosophy

we could accommodate it reasonably well. If that

had happened on our 2016 car it would literally

have been a case of tearing up the design and

starting again. It was nice to have that little bit of

breathing space, whereas for the next car we can 

afford to be a lot more aggressive.”

The W08 has racked up 12 wins out of 20

grands prix at the time of writing, a respectable 

tally even if at least two of those victories

eventuated through Ferrari – or their drivers

– blundering. But that doesn’t mean Mercedes

have misgivings about moving on, conceptually

speaking. Technical director James Allison has

spoken of aiming for a car that’s easier to “throw

at a racetrack” and extract the maximum from.

“You think this car is a little bit tricky,” says

Owen, “but it’s not massivelymore so than the

others. If it were two-tenths faster, it would seem 

to be a lot less of a diva than people say.

“Having said all that, we know of a few things

on this car that made it a bit tricky. Hopefully 

ZH¶OO�KDYH�WKHP�¿[HG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�RQH«´

“I set the objective to build a 90 per cent car

for 2017. It might seem strange not to aim for

100 per cent, but the problem you face in any

new set of rules is that you can’t be certain of

the challenges you’ll face along the way – how

the rules evolve, whether the tyres behave

differently from how you expected. There’s a

lot of unknowns there, so you aim for a car that

can cover as many different circumstances as

possible, and accept that it might not be the

pinnacle of optimisation. That tends to come in

the second or third year of regulation stability.

“We built a lot of adjustment into the

car, the capability to react to things we saw.

Unfortunately, most of the things we had to

adapt to we hadn’t seen coming. So we carried

a lot of compromise through the year for things

that didn’t need to be changed and we struggled 

a bit with those that did.

“What I mean [by ‘a 90 per cent’ car] is that

it’s quite spacious in places. The reason for

that was to enable us to react during the design

process and move things round. We didn’t know

where the aerodynamic development would take

us, to some extent – what areas of the car we’d

QHHG WR ¿QG PRUH VSDFH RQ IRU DHUR SHUIRUPDQFH�

ZKDW�DUHDV�ZHUH�VDIH�]RQHV�ZKHUH�\RX�GRQ¶W�¿QG�
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Hamilton and Bottas

enjoyed playing video

games together during

rain delays at Monza

WORDS JAMES ROBERTS

PICTURES PAUL RIPKE

oto Wolff ushers us into the

UHODWLYH FDOP RI KLV RI¿FH�

Outside is a cacophony of

noise as Mercedes guests

tuck into their noonday

OXQFK� 7KH WLWOH�ZLQQLQJ

team boss sits proudly at  

his desk, in a place of

VHUHQLW\� KLGGHQ DZD\ IURP�

the bustling São Paulo

SDGGRFN� +H JODQFHV DW

a series of pictures from

WKH SDVW VHDVRQ RI UDFLQJ�

Mercedes’s photographer,

Paul Ripke, has been

granted exclusive access

to the team, their drivers and management

and F1R KDV D VHOHFWLRQ WR MRJ :ROII¶V PHPRU\�

7KH ¿UVW LV RI WHDP�PDWHV /HZLV +DPLOWRQ DQG

9DOWWHUL %RWWDV� DQG KH UHÀHFWV RQ KRZ GLIIHUHQW

WKH FKHPLVWU\ LV EHWZHHQ KLV GULYHUV FRPSDUHG

ZLWK WKH µQXFOHDU ZDU¶ WKDW H[LVWHG ��PRQWKV  

DJR EHWZHHQ +DPLOWRQ DQG 5RVEHUJ�

³,Q WHUPV RI WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH

drivers in the team, I have been on an interesting

Mercedes’ Formula 1 team boss Toto Wolff speaks
candidly about how his improved relationship
with Lewis Hamilton, as well as harmony with 
new recruit Valtteri Bottas helped create 
championship success in 2017
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MRXUQH\�´ KH VD\V� VLSSLQJ KLV OHPRQ WHD�

³0\ EHOLHI ZDV WKDW DQ LQWUD�WHDP ULYDOU\

ZRXOG EH VRPHWKLQJ WKDW ZH¶G EH DEOH WR FRQWDLQ

DQG QRW FDXVH FRQWURYHUV\� ,I WKHUH ZDV WR EH D

OLWWOH DQLPRVLW\� , WKRXJKW WKDW ZRXOG EH JRRG

for both Mercedes and the drivers, because they 

ZRXOG SXVK HDFK RWKHU RQ�

³7KH WUXWK LV WKDW ZH ZHUHQ¶W DEOH WR FRQWURO�

LW ZLWK 1LFR DQG /HZLV� EHFDXVH WKHUH ZDV

WRR PXFK EDJJDJH IURP WKH SDVW� 7KLV QHZ

UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK 9DOWWHUL KDV EHQH¿WWHG WKH

team greatly, the dynamics are very positive,  

DQG LW KDV KHOSHG ERWK GULYHUV�´

7KHUH ZHUH RFFDVLRQV ODVW VHDVRQ ZKHUH

+DPLOWRQ IHOW KH ZDVQ¶W JHWWLQJ WKH VXSSRUW IURP

WKH WHDP KH QHHGHG� 2QH ZDV LQ WKH DIWHUPDWK RI

WKH ¿UVW�ODS FROOLVLRQ EHWZHHQ KLP DQG 5RVEHUJ

LQ 6SDLQ� ZKLOH WKH RWKHU ZDV LQ WKH VHDVRQ ¿QDOH

LQ $EX 'KDEL� ZKHQ KH EDFNHG XS KLV WHDP�PDWH

LQWR WKH RQ�FRPLQJ )HUUDUL RI 6HEDVWLDQ 9HWWHO�

'XULQJ WKH RII�VHDVRQ� :ROII LQYLWHG +DPLOWRQ

to his Oxford home and the pair opened up to

RQH DQRWKHU DERXW WKHLU IUXVWUDWLRQV� %\ FOHDULQJ

WKH DLU� +DPLOWRQ KDV EHHQ VWURQJHU WKLV VHDVRQ�

and his mental composure has helped his 

SHUIRUPDQFHV EHKLQG WKH ZKHHO�

³,Q DQ\ UHODWLRQVKLS� \RX DOZD\V KDYH XSV

DQG GRZQV� EXW WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW WKLQJ LV

WR FRPPXQLFDWH�´ FRQ¿GHV :ROII� ³:H OHIW RXU

NLWFKHQ WDON ZLWK D JRRG IHHOLQJ DERXW HDFK RWKHU�

DQG QRZ RXU SHUVRQDO UHODWLRQVKLS KDV PRYHG

RQ WR DQRWKHU OHYHO� ,W¶V D UHODWLRQVKLS RI WUXVW

DQG WKLV GRHVQ¶W PHDQ WKHUH FDQ¶W EH GLI¿FXOW

VLWXDWLRQV� EXW LW¶V EXLOW RQ D ORW RI UHVSHFW�´

Wolff believes that part of the success this

season, Mercedes’ fourth consecutive title (and

+DPLOWRQ¶V FDUHHU IRXUWK� KDV EHHQ GRZQ WR WKHLU

improved relationship and a more harmonious

WHDP� 7KDW SRVLWLYLW\ KDV PDQLIHVWHG LWVHOI�DW�

YDULRXV WLPHV WKURXJKRXW WKH \HDU�

³:KHQ ERWK /HZLV DQG 9DOWWHUL SOD\HG

computer games together in the rain delay 

A YEAR IN CAMERA

RQ WKH 6DWXUGD\ DW 0RQ]D� LW ZDV D JHQXLQH

PRPHQW� LW ZDVQ¶W IDNHG� , MRNHG DIWHUZDUGV DQG

VDLG� µWKLV LV JRLQJ D ELW IDU IRU PH QRZ ±�ZH�QHHG�

to have more of a healthy rivalry!’”

$V KH VFDQV WKURXJK WKH SLFWXUHV ZH¶YH

selected from Ripke’s treasure trove covering the

���� VHDVRQ� ZH LQYLWH 7RWR WR H[SODLQ WKH VWRU\

EHKLQG WKH LPDJHV ± VRPH RI ZKLFK�DUH�UDWKHU�

unusual, to say the least…



“We’ve had fantastic performances,

such as at Monza, but we’ve had

problematic races. The W08 will be

remembered as a very quick car, but

a difficult one to handle and that’s

why I used the word ‘diva’ this year to

describe the chassis. It encapsulates

it well, because a diva is a beautiful

lady, but one that is capricious too.

“This shot from Singapore

encapsulates that because we were

discussing how to sort the car out.

It’s a pretty intense moment and

these are always difficult for the

team, but also very important – it

makes us grow and develop. When

we had our strategy meeting on the

Sunday morning in Singapore, it was

funny because the one scenario

we never talked about was the one

that happened [when both Ferraris

collided after the start].”
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“The management at Mercedes 

have a big responsibility of 

maintaining a good energy 

within the team and it’s down to 

a genuine interest in managing 

the characters we have. The 

bond and the energy is very 

important and we haven’t lost 

any people from our camp. 

There has been no exodus 

like at other teams. The odd 

person has decided to pursue 

a different career, but the bond 

among us is strong.”

A YEAR IN CAMERA

“At Suzuka a couple of the engineers 

had a bad cold and were coughing 

in the morning debrief. I said to them 

that if they were going to be around 

the drivers, they needed to wear 

masks because I didn’t want the 

drivers to be ill on Sunday. An hour 

later, during our next debrief, they 

took the piss – when I came in I saw 

that everybody, including the drivers, 

was wearing face masks…”



��� ���	���� ���	�� 
� 3:)/

�* *2��2� ;%3%8� <<</�:8*�*:23�/�*'
*2 ��&& *:2 #*8&%(�� 0!! -?.+4 9 5�)5)9
��(�&:��3 ���� �(� ������ �� 
���	��� ,2�$�#2%38'�3 ��&%;�2> $ 	�38 *2��2 ��8� +�8# ����'�

�������
 �� ����

�� ��
���	 ��	 �

 �
���
� ���
� ����
�� �� 
���� ������
 ������ ��
��
 �

 �
����
 ��� 	
�����

�2

7! /??� 
��	�

�

������

� �

�
�����

���� 
����� ��
	��
��
� ���

�#%&38 2%;�& �+ �((:�&3 �*'� �(� "*� ���������� � �#� �*2&�13 	���%(" �2�(� 
2%= �((:�& � %3 ,2*:� 8* #�;� 2���#��

%83 548# >��2 *� ,:�&%��8%*( �3 8#� %(�%3,:8��&� &����2 %( %83 ��&�/

� � 3:!-��� �(-&4%� 
'� �(-%� � �&*"('. "* .��.(' ". �(5�-�� "' "1. 4.4�% �4%% ��*1 �

6"1  4��%8 �7*�-"�'��� *���(�$ "'."��-. �('8 �(��"'. �'� ��4-"�� ��&"%1(' �".!

.��1"'� 1 � �-�&� �'� "'1-"�4� 1 �1 ". �%6�8. �' "'1-"'."� *�-1 (� �'8 �) .��.('+ � �"-

-��� �(&&�'1�-"�. �-� ���$�� 4* �8 ��1�"%�� -�.4%1. .*-���.� "'�%4�"'� %�* � �-1. �'�

18-� .1-�1��"�.+

��-����.!��'9 ���"' *-(5�� 1 � �%�.. (� 1 � ��%�� 6"1 ��6". ��&"%1(' �'� ��%11�-" �(11�.

1�$"'� 1 � %"(',. . �-� (� 5"�1(-"�.�  (6�5�- 1 �8 �"� '(1  �5� "1 1 �"- (6' 6�8+

����.1"�' ��11�% �'� ��--�-" -�14-'�� 1( 6"''"'� �(-& "' 3:)/� �'� 1 � ��-&�' �-"5�-

1(($ 1 � 1"1%� ��11%� 1( ��&"%1(' "' � ��".18 �'� (�1�' �('1-(5�-."�% &�''�-+ 	' ���"1"('� 1 �

�5�-!-�.(4-���4%� ��� �4%% ���"'� 6"1 ��'"�% �"��"�-�( �'� ��7 ��-.1�**�' �%.( .�(-��

�-�&�1"� 5"�1(-"�. 1( ��'8 1 � �"%5�- �--(6. 1(1�% �(&"'�1"('+

��'�4%1 �'� ����-�' �('�� �'�4-�� � � �%%�'�"'� 8��- �. 1 �8 .(4� 1 � -�14-' 1( *�.1

�%(-"�.� 6 "%.1 �� �-� �(-�� 	'�"� . (6�� 1 � "'��*�'��'1.  (6 1( �( -��"'� �. 1 �8 %��

1 � -��� 1( �(4-1 *%��� "' 1 � �('.1-4�1(-,. � �&*"('. "* �(- � .��('� .4���.."5� 8��-+

� �  "� %8 -�.*��1�� ��-$ �4� �.� "'  ". ���&!�8!���& -�5"�6� %(($. �1 1 � 1�� '"��%

��5�%(*&�'1 (� �5�-8 1��&� 1 � ���14-� ". �' �'��� �8 ��-"�' ���',. ���41"�4% �)

��- "%%4.1-�1"('.+

�. 6�%% �. �(-&4%� )� 1 � .*(-1,. (1 �- &�#(- ��1��(-"�. �-� �%% ���(-��� �&*%� �(5�-���+

� � �(-&4%� 3 �'� ��2 � �&*"('. "*.� 1 � $�8 -4'�. (' 1 � *-(��.."('�% ."'�%�!.��1

%����- 1( 1 � 1(* �-� � -('"�%��� �. ". 1 � -".� (� �(-&4%� �� 6 "� ". ��"'"'� �"� &�'4!

���14-�- .4**(-1+ 	' �*(-1. ��- -��"'�� �(-.� �� 6(' �� ��'. ('�� ���"'� �'� 1 �' .6�*1

1( � ��� 1"1%� 1-"4&* (5�- �(8(1�� ���(-� 1�$"'� 1 �"- %��5� �-(& 1 � .*(-1+

�%.( �(5�-�� �-� 1 � �((-!��'�"'� �7*%("1. (� %���"'� �(4-"'� ��- .�-"�. �(&*-"."'� (� 1 � ����� ��� �'� ����� 6 "%.1 �-(& 1 � (1 �- ."�� (� 1 � �1%�'1"��

�(-�(' 
"-�8 *-(5"��.  ". �%6�8. "'."� 1�4% �'�%8.". (� 1 � �'"1�� �1�1�. -��"'� .��'�+

���
�
���� 1-��"1"('�%%8 6-�*. 4* 1 � 8��- 6"1 1 � &(.1 �(&*%�1� -��(-� (� -�.4%1. *4�%". �� �'86 �-� "' � ."'�%� 5(%4&�+

�1 �:� *���.� 1 ". %�5". 8��-�(($ ". �..�'1"�% -���"'� �(- �%% ��'. (� �%(��% &(1(-!.*(-1+



70 F 1  R A C I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8

“The whole time I’m looking to try

and develop the team. After every

qualifying session I always need

some time to myself to reflect. I like

the solitude. I make notes on what

I’ve observed, be that operationally in

the garage, or some strategy, or how

we’ve deployed something. It’s an 

exercise in improvement.”

“I think it’s important to remember what Valtteri has said about

Lewis’s work ethic, because what you tend to see from Lewis

is either what is on social media or in the tabloids: partying

between the Caribbean and Los Angeles in a private jet. But

there is also a hard-working, very diligent side to Lewis and 

Valtteri has realised that. 

“One of my allies is Niki Lauda. We spend hundreds of hours  

of a year flying and travelling together to the races, and

sometimes Lewis joins us on the long-distance trips.

“Niki’s role is very important because he’s a mentor to the

drivers. He’s respected by them because he has three world 

titles and he’s a good sounding board. He fits into our structure

very well and we get on in a very positive way. It was quite a bold

exercise to put us both into a structure, because we’ve been

able to manage our own companies without anyone else, but it 

has worked out really well.”

“Look at Silverstone. He generated a lot of controversy [by

not attending the F1 Live London event] but five days later it

was all forgotten when his fans were cheering for him. Winning

at Silverstone in front of his home crowd was so important for

Lewis. I’ve been working with him for five seasons now and in

2017 there has definitely been a step change in his work ethic.”

A YEAR IN CAMERA
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Midday in Mexico City and the baking-hot sun is radiating

with squint-making ferocity – and yet some folk in the Formula 1

paddock, including our interviewee, are still wearing garb to ward

off the morning chill. The proliferation of gilets – more, even, than

you’d expect to see at the average Harlequins rugbymatch – makes

for a peculiar juxtaposition with what would otherwise be a typically

Mexican scene. The wind carries not a chill but the joyous waft of

trumpet, violin and guitar, signalling the approach of a wandering 

mariachi band.

Stoffel Vandoorne greets us cheerily, alights upon a chair in the

shade of the McLaren hospitality unit, and, barely pausing to examine 

the pile of question cards in front of him, picks up the whole deck.

³<RX FDQ VKXIÀH WKHP LI \RX ZDQW�´ F1 Racing offers.

³:K\ RQ HDUWK ZRXOG�,�ZDQW�WR�VKXIÀH�WKHP"´�DVNV�6WRIIHO�LQ�

JHQXLQH EDIÀHPHQW�

³6RPH GULYHUV DFFXVH XV RI VWDFNLQJ�WKH�GHFN��VR�WKH�GLI¿FXOW�RQHV�

DUH DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ� 2U WKH HQG�´

He chuckles, shakes his head and draws the top card.

³7DNH�D�ORRN�DW�WKLV�¿UVW�TXHVWLRQ�´�KH�H[FODLPV�

ren’s not-quite-rookie

up about pancakes,
es, Ayrton Senna, and 
cret hankering to 
t BathurstSTOFFEL

VANDOORNE
WORDS STUART CODLING

PHOTOS                                  :  ANDY HONE

I honestly wouldn’t know why, it’s

just a tradition. We do have all

sorts of sauces though. Cocktail

sauce is good – ketchup mixed 

with mayonnaise.

In a way, yes. I hadn’t been to

Rob in a while – the last time

was maybe back in 2013. It was

good to go back and have a kind

of refresher, let’s say, a reminder

of the things we were doing a

number of years ago. Rob is really

good at sitting next to you, just in

an ordinary road car, and explaining the negative inputs

you have into the car, and then working on that. I’ve

found that even though it’s not a proper race track, it’s 

always been a good experience for me.

Why do people in

Belgium eat fries

with mayonnaise?

Edgar Contreras, 

Mexico

}}YOU ASK THE 
QUESTIONS

Does your recent

turnaround in form have

anything to do with

Rob Wilson’s coaching

up at Bruntingthorpe 

Proving Ground?

David Fleming, UK





}}YOU ASK THEQUESTIONS

It has to be Spa – one of the

greatest circuits in the world,

and also my home event, so

there’s always a special feeling

about racing there. It’s a great

atmosphere and to have all 

that support from the fans is amazing.

>+H LV ÀXPPR[HG IRU D IHZ

VHFRQGV�@ Everyone seems to go

RQ DERXW 6WRIIHO¶V :DIÀHV� VR ,

suppose it should be a cake.

F1R: You could open a shop and 

FDOO LW 6WRIIHO¶V :DIÀHV�

SV: Why not? Moving on…

First of all, you DOZD\V have to

be motivated, because there are

only 20 drivers on the grid, 20

opportunities to do this. You

should be happy and try to take

the most out of the package you

have. And in my case, there’s so

PXFK WR OHDUQ LQ P\ ¿UVW \HDU ±

all the new tracks I’m going to, and a great competitor,

Fernando [Alonso], next to me. I go into every weekend 

positive and try to make the most out of it.

It was a good experience for me

and very different from what

I was used to in Europe. I had

to learn new circuits, deal with

the cultural differences and

experience different working

methods. So while it wasn’t necessarily a year that I

QHHGHG – because I was ready for Formula 1 before

that – it was a great thing to do while I waited for an F1 

opportunity to open up.

F1R: Did you get any crazy presents from the fans?

SV: I got loads – ORDGV� – of crazy presents. Quite a lot

RI VZHHW VWXII� 1RW JRRG IRU WKH�GLHW��%XW�WKHUH¶V�D�JUHDW�

passion for racing there.

Hmmm…

F1R: Cake shop owner?

SV:+D KD� 0D\EH F\FOLQJ�

although I didn’t start cycling

when I was young, it’s kind of a

passion that has grown. It’s been

D JUHDW ZD\ RI NHHSLQJ P\ ¿WQHVV

levels high, and it’s a great thing to do to clear your mind

when you arrive home from a race. When you’re out on

your bike, you don’t really think much about the racing,

and it’s a great social thing. I have a few mates in the 

sport of cycling as well.

F1R::HOO� F\FOLQJ LV D JUDQG WUDGLWLRQ LQ %HOJLXP� 'R  

you have a particular favourite event?

SV: 3DULV�5RXEDL[ GH¿QLWHO\ >D EUXWDO RQH�GD\ HYHQW

nicknamed ‘The Hell of the North’, featuring mud and

ORQJ VWUHWFKHV RI FREEOHG URDG@� ,Q %HOJLXP , OLNH /LqJH�

%DVWRJQH�/LqJH >DQRWKHU LQIDPRXVO\ FKDOOHQJLQJ�UDFH��LQ�

�����RQO\����RI�WKH�����HQWUDQWV�¿QLVKHG@�

Which circuit do

you enjoy the

most and why?

Melodee Ghosn, USA

If you could have

something named after

you would you rather it

was a cake, a bridge,  

a hat or a dance?

Paddy Bates, UK

What motivates you in

a race when you know

the car is not capable of 

scoring points?

Aaron Petrauskas, 

Lithuania

Vandoorne sweeps

through Eau Rouge

at his favourite

track, Spa, but was

only 14th in 2017

How important was

the year in Japanese

Super Formula for you?

Marcel Nicke, Germany

If you had to choose

another career outside

of motorsport, what 

would it be?

Natascha Polderman, UK

The McLaren team has

such a great history in

grand prix racing. Do

you have a favourite

McLaren moment from

their past?

Lindsay McCallum, UK

That’s a tricky question because

there are so many. For me, it has

to be Ayrton Senna’s qualifying

lap at Monaco in 1988. I think

that it’s great to be part of a

Formula 1 team which has so 

many good memories.

Ayrton Senna. He

was a big inspiration

for everyone, and

obviously one of

the biggest talents

Formula 1 has ever seen. It would have been a pleasure and 

an honour to have shared a race track with him.

Why not? It’s positive to have

the change, I think everyone

was keen to get this change

done. You can see already, back

at the factory, that motivation

has gone in the right direction.

So it’s very exciting for the future 

of the team.

In the history of F1,

which driver do you

most admire and would 

liked to have raced 

against?

Kevin Figgis, Ireland

Do you think moving

to Renault engines is

good in the long-term?

Do you think McLaren

can win a championship

with a Renault engine?

Abinay Reddy Mandem, 

India
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Mika Häkkinen – actually I was

at a dinner with him last week

anyway, but we were sitting quite

far apart. Niki Lauda… hmm,

who else? Alain Prost. And I

would have said Ayrton, but…

F1R: Yes, no longer here. But if 

he were…

SV: <HV� GH¿QLWHO\� 0D\EH %UXFH 0F/DUHQ�DV�ZHOO��+H�

sounds like he was a character.

Not right now,

but maybe one

day, after my F1

career is over… I’d

do Bathurst. It’s a 

mega track.

The 1988 McLaren MP4/4. It’s

the greatest F1 car. I’ve driven it

already at Goodwood and some

McLaren events, but it’s a classic. 

I’d drive it any day.

[Laughs] That’s super-easy.

:DIÀHV� , GRQ¶W GR EHHU� 7KDW¶V

strange for a Belgian, I know.

F1R: What do you put on your 

ZDIÀHV"

SV: Well, I’m more of a pancake man, to be honest… 

Nutella or chocolate.

F1R: Nutella? Dangerous rocket fuel…

SV: I know, but it’s so good!

Oh yes, 100 per cent. I’ve been

with McLaren for four years and

I feel verymuch at home here,

and all the work I’m doing back

at the factory is paying off. I think

the team fully trusts my ability 

and commitment.

'H¿QLWHO\PH� :H KDYH VRPH

great Belgian football players

individually, but the problem

is they just can’t play well

together. So I’ll be on my own, 

doing the job…

That’s a tricky question to answer.

On most circuits it’s a case of how

you put corners together, so I’d

say sector one at Suzuka is an

example of a very challenging and

satisfying area to get right, as is

Maggotts-Becketts-Chapel at Silverstone. But if you want

to name just one corner that’s challenging in itself, the 

ODVW�FKLFDQH�LQ�&DQDGD�LV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW� If you could invite four

legendary Formula 1

drivers for dinner, who 

would they be?

Clement Bouchet, 

France

Fernando was granted

permission to do the

Indy 500. Which other

racing event would you 

like to take part in?

AR King, UK

If you could drive any

F1 car from history,

which would you

choose and why?

Stuart Hilton, UK

Beer or waffles?

Wojtek Paprota, 

Poland

Are you ready to lead

a team like McLaren if

Fernando decides to 

drive elsewhere?

Iqbal Rizal, Malaysia

Who will be world

champions first, you

and McLaren, or the

Belgian football team?

Victor Van Poucke, 

Belgium

Describe the most

challenging corner of

the Formula 1 season?

Patrick Six, Belgium

Want to get involved? For your chance to ask drivers questions, sign up 

at: f1racing.com/global-fan-community }}YOU ASK THEQUESTIONS

THE 1988
MCLAREN

MP4/4 IS THE
GREATEST
F1 CAR. I’VE
DRIVEN IT AT
GOODWOOD
AND IT’S A
CLASSIC

Yes. Everyone loves the circuits

that are more challenging, where

there are walls close by – places

like Monaco and Singapore. They

give you more of a buzz when you

do a proper lap. But, having more

run-off is the way F1 is going, and

it doesn’t mean those circuits are

less exciting – it’s just different.

Do you think current

F1 tracks with Tarmac 

runoffs (and thus,

‘tracks limits’) are an

issue? Should F1 bring 

back gravel traps?

Pierre-Antoine Courtaud-

Elsasser, France

[Feigns surprise and outrage,

then laughs] Yes! I have a black

570S. Although to be honest, I

don’t use it that much, because

you don’t use a car that often in

Monaco. I’m usually on a bike.

F1R: Black, really? Tough colour to keep clean, and it 

shows up scratches…

SV: That’s okay, it’s parked in a garage!

Do you really

get a McLaren as

a company car?

Phil Darby, UK

How much have you

learnt from Fernando

Alonso while competing 

alongside him?

Michael Levitzky, USA

There’s a lot – he’s one of the

greatest drivers in Formula 1,

quick and experienced. It’s

been good to share a team with

him, to see how he approaches 

a race weekend.
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1.Mattieu Dubois

Head of race strategy

On the pitwall, Dubois works with

specialist strategy software, GPS

and timing data to plot gaps, identify

pit windows and plan tyre tactics. He

works with another strategist at the

circuit, plus specialists back at the

team’s operations room at Enstone. 

The role is advisory rather than

executive: he passes on strategy

recommendations to Renault’s 

sporting director.

2.Alan Permane

 Sporting director 

With overall responsibility for making

decisions on race strategy, Permane

also takes charge of liaising with the

FIA, via direct comms access to race

director Charlie Whiting and technical

delegate Jo Bauer (who’s responsible

for scrutineering). Communication

is frequent and includes passing

on information from drivers about

the state of the track, as well as 

complaints of foul play. 

4. Ciaron Pilbeam

Chief race engineer

Pilbeam is the bridge between the

two sides of the garage, which each

have their own session plans and

goals. He ensures that each driver’s 

race engineer is aware of what

the other car is doing, and passes

useful information between the two

groups. He is part of the strategy

team during the race, as well as

the primary point of contact for the 

operations room at Enstone. 
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BACK-SEAT DRIVERS
No driver races alone: his engineering and strategy crew are with him 
every inch of the way. Here’s how the Renault ‘prat perch’ works…
WORDS MATT YOUSON PICTURE RENAULT SPORT F1 TEAM 

321

3. Cyril Abiteboul

Managing director

As team boss, Abiteboul looks at the

bigger picture and is accountable for

any actions taken on the pitwall. He

has the final say but is very unlikely

to intervene in strategy decisions

taken by those around him when the

race is proceeding normally. During

the race, he typically communicates 

only with the other people on

the pitwall, rather than with race

engineers working from the garage.



8

6

5. Bob Bell

Chief technical officer

(alternating with Nick Chester,

chassis technical director) 

While he doesn’t take an operational

role on the pitwall, Bell is the senior

member of the design team at the

track so he is always kept in the

loop. He’s present largely to inform

of development efforts back at the

factory, providing an extra degree of

scrutiny that doesn’t always come

across in reports and debriefs. 

6. Paul Seaby

Team manager

Seaby organises the pitstops. He is

responsible for calling the pitcrew

into the box, telling them which car

is coming in, when it will arrive, what

tyres to fit and by how much the

front wing should be adjusted. He

liaises with race engineers before

the stops to determine the latter

points. He is also responsible for any

special instructions, such as stop-go

penalties and nosecone changes.

7. Comms channels 

All staff working on the pitwall plug

into a comms panel, consisting of

20 channels, rather than a radio

handset. This lets them communicate

with different groups in the garage,

staff at Enstone, and also with Race

Control. Staff on the pitwall have a

channel for communicating between

themselves, and can access most of

the other channels as well. They are

able to talk to the drivers, but this 

would be very rare.

8. Data screens

It might look as if everyone on the

pitwall is looking at different data

screens, but usually it’s just the

same information configured and

prioritised in different ways. Typical

screens include timing data, GPS

plots, weather radar, Race Control

messages and the main TV feed. The

exception is the strategist, who has

bespoke race-prediction software.

Data from individual car systems is

generally not displayed on the pitwall. 
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INTERVIEW MAURICE HAMILTON

PORTRAITS ROBERT WILSON

THE
LONG

INTERVIEW
Just over a year ago Jenson

Button thought he’d stepped out
of an F1 car for the final time. A
Monaco cameo came out of the

blue and now, the road-dust having
settled, Jenson sits down with F1
Racing to talk about setting the
record straight in his new book,
Life to the Limit, his special

relationship with his late dad,
and plans for ‘retirement’…
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THIS ISJENSON
BUTTON





THE
LONG

INTERVIEW

ieve that it’s 17 years,

e day, since I had my

�RQH ZLWK -HQVRQ %XWWRQ�

Y\PRPHQW IRU XV ERWK

ZQ LQ WKH EODQG RI¿FH

DQFH FRPSDQ\ ZKR ZHUH

:LOOLDPV DQG GLVFXVVHG

HDVRQ LQ )�� ,¶G JRW RII

J IRRW DW WKH VWDUW RI WKH

\HDU E\PLOGO\ TXHVWLRQLQJ -HQVRQ¶V

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV �LQ )�� IRU D GULYH ZLWK

D WRS WHDP �DQ REVHUYDWLRQ WKDW -RKQ

%XWWRQ ZRXOG FKHHUIXOO\ UHPLQG PH RI

ZKHQ KLV ER\ ZHQW RQ WR TXDOLI\ VXSHUEO\ DW 6SD DQG 6X]XND��

2XU PHHWLQJ WKDW GD\ ZDV VRRWKHG E\ WKH TXHOOLQJ RI GRXEWV

RQ ERWK VLGHV� D UHDOLVDWLRQ RQ KLV SDUW WKDW , ZDV QRW DERXW

WR VWLFN WKH ERRW LQ DIWHU D WULFN\ VHDVRQ� DQG FRQVLGHUDEOH

UHOLHI RQ P\ VLGH WKDW WKH LQWHUYLHZ ZDV QRW EHLQJ�VWLOWHG E\  

D JDQJOLQJ ���\HDU�ROG EHDULQJ D JUXGJH�

$V ZH PHHW DJDLQ LQ WKH PRUH UHOD[HG VXUURXQGLQJV RI D

FRIIHH VKRS LQ D VPDUW /RQGRQ KRWHO� WKH SDVVDJH RI WLPH DQG

PRUH WKDQ ��� JUDQGV SUL[ LV FOHDUO\PDUNHG� ,QVWHDG RI D

VOLJKWO\ GLI¿GHQW ODG ZLWK DQ DQ[LRXV ORRN� ,¶P JUHHWHG� ZLWK

WKH XVXDO ¿UP KDQGVKDNH� E\ D WDOO EHVXLWHG VSRUWV SHUVRQDOLW\

H[XGLQJ WKH FRQ¿GHQFH WKDW FRPHV IURP KDYLQJ�SLFNHG�XS����

UDFH YLFWRULHV DQG D ZRUOG FKDPSLRQVKLS�

,¶YH EHHQ IRUWXQDWH WR ZLWQHVV DOO RI WKDW ¿UVW KDQG� %XW DV D

MRXUQDOLVW LQ WKLV EXVLQHVV \RX RQO\ JHW WR NQRZ KDOI WKH VWRU\�

7KH RWKHU KDOI ± RU PRVW RI LW ± LV LQ KLV�ERRN��ZKLFK�,�IRXQG�

ERWK�HQOLJKWHQLQJ�DQG�WRXFKLQJ�

F1 Racing: *RRG WR VHH \RX� <RX�PXVW�EH�DOO�WDONHG�RXW��+RZ¶V�

WKH ERRN ODXQFK WRXU EHHQ"

Jenson Button: %XV\� %XW ,¶P HQMR\LQJ LW� HYHQ WKRXJK ZH NHHS

UXQQLQJ RXW RI WLPH� <RX¶UH VXSSRVHG WR VLJQ D ERRN HYHU\ ��

VHFRQGV� RU VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKDW� 2I FRXUVH� LW GRHVQ¶W ZRUN RXW

WKDW�ZD\�EHFDXVH�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHHQ�TXHXLQJ�±�VRPH�IRU�KRXUV�

± DQG \RX FDQ¶W MXVW VLJQ WKH ERRN DQG VD\ ³1H[W�´ (YHU\RQH

ZDQWV D TXLFN FKDW� DQG WKDW¶V ¿QH� %XW LW PHDQW ZH UDQ RXW RI

WLPH LQ SODFHV DQG VRPH SHRSOH�ZLOO�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVDSSRLQWHG��

7KDW¶V D ELW XSVHWWLQJ�

F1R: $W OHDVW WKHUH¶V VRPHWKLQJ IRU HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKH�ERRN��

EHFDXVH \RX FRYHU \RXU HQWLUH OLIH�

JB: ([DFWO\� %XW LW PHDQV WKHUH ZLOO EH GLIIHUHQW YLHZV DERXW WKH

ERRN� 6RPH SHRSOH ZLOO EH LQWR )RUPXOD � DQG RQO\ LQWHUHVWHG

LQ WKRVH FKDSWHUV� )RU RWKHUV� LW ZLOO EH DOO�DERXW�WKH�NDUWLQJ�RU�

VRPHWKLQJ HOVH� +DYH \RX UHDG LW DOO"

F1R: (YHU\ ZRUG� )RU PH��LW�UHDOO\�JRW�JRLQJ�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI��

, UHDOO\ HQMR\HG WKDW�

JB: 7KHUH \RX DUH� 'LIIHUHQW ELWV ZLOO DSSHDO WR GLIIHUHQW SHRSOH�

F1R:0D\EH ,¶P JLYLQJ WKH ZURQJ LPSUHVVLRQ EHFDXVH WKHUH

ZHUH FHUWDLQ DVSHFWV RI� IRU H[DPSOH� \RXU NDUWLQJ FDUHHU WKDW ,

IRXQG LQWHUHVWLQJ� <RX VD\� IRU LQVWDQFH� WKDW NDUWLQJ WHFKQLTXH�

LV WKH µIXQGDPHQWDO RI DOO UDFLQJ¶� , SUHVXPH WKDW¶V ZLWK

UHIHUHQFH WR EHLQJ SUHFLVH��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�\RX¶YH�DSSOLHG�ULJKW�

WKURXJK \RXU FDUHHU"

JB: )RU PH� EHLQJ SUHFLVH ZDV DOZD\V NH\ LQ D NDUW� $ ORW RI WKDW

FDPH IURP WKH 2OG %R\ VWDQGLQJ RXW RQ WKH FLUFXLW� WHOOLQJ PH

ZKHUH WR EUDNH DQG FRPPHQWLQJ RQ ZKDW , ZDV GRLQJ� ,¶G JRW

WR D SRLQW ZKHUH , ZDV VFUXEELQJ RII D ORW RI VSHHG EHFDXVH ,

ZDV EHLQJ VR DJJUHVVLYH RQ HQWU\� ZKLFK PHDQW , GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�

NQRZ ZKHUH , ZDV JRLQJ WR HQG XS RQ WKH H[LW�

, OHDUQHG DOZD\V WR XVH WKH VPDOOHVW LQSXWV SRVVLEOH WR NHHS

HYHU\WKLQJ FDOP DQG QRW WR VFUXE RII VSHHG EHFDXVH WKH HQJLQHV

LQ WKH ¿UVW NDUWLQJ IRUPXOD DUH RQO\ ��FF� <RX¶YH JRW WR NHHS�

WKH UHYV XS� ,W ZDV DERXW EHLQJ DV VPRRWK DV SRVVLEOH�

F1R: ,V LW IDLU WR VD\ WKDW VRPHWLPHV ZRUNHG DJDLQVW \RX LQ )�"

JB: <HDK� LQ VRPH ZD\V LW KXUW PH� )RU LQVWDQFH� LI W\UH

WHPSHUDWXUH ZDV DQ LVVXH� , VWUXJJOHG PRUH WKDQ PRVW EHFDXVH

, ZDV WU\LQJ QRW WR EH DJJUHVVLYH DQG DV JHQWOH DV SRVVLEOH RQ

WKH W\UHV� ,¶P QRW NHHQ RQ RYHUVWHHU�DQG�WKDW�FRPHV�IURP�QHYHU�

SXWWLQJ D NDUW LQ WKDW SRVLWLRQ�

,W KHOSV PH LQ FHUWDLQ VLWXDWLRQV� , FDQ IHHO WKH FLUFXLW YHU\

ZHOO�±�SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHW�GU\�FRQGLWLRQV�±�WKURXJK�P\�EXWW�DV�
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well as my hands. But, at other times, like when I was team-

mates with Lewis, if the car was a bit tricky to drive, he could

always get more out of it because he was more aggressive.

It’s just a different way of driving. Every driving style has its 

positives and its negatives.

F1R: You learned to use kerbs through karting because, as you

say in the book, there’s time to be found there. But you can

also lose time. You have to work out which kerbs you can use 

and which you can’t.

JB: Exactly. Sebastian Vettel is really big on using kerbs. He

could do things that most of us couldn’t do because the Red

Bulls were amazing over kerbs. If you can make that work, the

circuit becomes wider and you can carrymore speed through

the apex. That also carries through from karting; using as

much of the track as possible to minimise the steering angle.

F1R: That comes across very well in the book.

JB: Shall I tell you why? The guy I wrote the book with,

Andrew Holmes, knows zero about motor racing. I had to

explain every single detail. It took forever and at times it was

quite frustrating. But I think the book is better for it because

it’s explaining detail to readers who might not know a great 

deal about motorsport.

F1R: You also mention ‘enjoyment’ and its importance in your

racing – and your life. Did that feeling still apply when you

gave up the latter stages of your education and decided racing

was your future? Surely there must have been a pressure to 

succeed that wiped out a lot of the fun element?

JB: No, because at 16 I didn’t really think about that too much.

You go after your dreams. You’re so excited about possibilities.

I know what you mean because, when I look at it now, I think:

madness! Absolute madness! At 16, if it had gone wrong, what

the hell would I have done? Luckily, I was too silly to think

about that. You have this dream and you hope that everything 

falls into place. Now, more than ever, you need backing.

%DFN WKHQ� LW ZDV GLI¿FXOW WR JHW PRQH\ EXW \RX FRXOG VWLOO

get yourself noticed. These days, they’re spending as much 

going karting as we did in F3. It’s crazy.

F1R: You talk about the dream. How did that stand up when

your friend Danny Spence was killed? You were 14 and he was 

nine. That must have been a shocking reality check.

JB: ,W ZDV WKH ¿UVW WLPH ,¶G HYHU GHDOW ZLWK GHDWK� HVSHFLDOO\ LQ

VRPHRQH VR \RXQJ� ,W ZDV UHDOO\ GLI¿FXOW� <RX IHHO LQYLQFLEOH

when you’re that age. You don’t want to crash, but you don’t

think anyone can get killed. Then you have to ask why would

somebodymake a sport that’s so dangerous for a nine-year 

old. It didn’t make sense. It was a horrible experience.

I remember going to the funeral and I’ve never seen so

many people crying. At a funeral for one of your parents or a 

The finished article:

exuding the confidence

that comes with 15

grand prix wins and a 

world title
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relative, it’s horrible – but they’ve lived a life. Whereas Danny

was nine. It was so emotional for everyone, but we had to be

there. The best thing to do was jump straight back in a kart as

soon as possible, otherwise you’re going to struggle, or your 

parents are going to struggle putting you back in a kart.

F1R: In a way, though, it’s a process any racer has to go

through because it will happen at some point in your career.

JB: ,W LV� ,¶YH ZDWFKHG IRRWDJH RI WKH ¿UVW WHOHYLVHG HYHQW , GLG�

the Clay Pigeon SuperPrix, and there are four of us racing: me,

Anthony Davidson, Justin Wilson and Dan Wheldon. And you

realise two have gone. You don’t think of that these days, but it

still is a dangerous sport. Formula 1may be way ahead of other

sports in terms of safety and yet, no matter how safe it gets,  

the danger will always be there.

F1R: Talking about names from your racing past, and going

back to karting, I was interested to read how highly you

regarded Giorgio Pantano – and yet he never made it. What 

conclusions can you draw from that?

JB:He had unbelievable talent. But it’s about adapting to

certain situations. I remember watching him when he drove

for a short time with Jordan in F1. He had quite an aggressive

style and drove it like a kart. Your driving style will always be 

similar, but you have to adapt.

That’s something I needed to do, particularly with Benetton

in 2001. I was driving it like a lower formula car. I’d brake,

carry speed through a corner and get on the power. I ended

up with massive understeer at the apex and lost time. I had to

work out how to brake later, transfer the weight, turn the car 

and then get on the power.

F1R: Talking about adapting, it was a massive step when you

made your Formula 1 debut in 2000. You talk about your very

¿UVW ODS LQ 0HOERXUQH DV EHLQJ WKH EHVW IHHOLQJ RI \RXU FDUHHU�

I can understand that, but I would have thought there have 

been even more memorable moments?

JB: Crossing the line in Brazil to win the championship was

REYLRXVO\ DPD]LQJ� %XW GULYLQJ RQWR WKH FLUFXLW LQ 0HOERXUQH

EHKLQG 0LFKDHO 6FKXPDFKHU ± D WZR�WLPH ZRUOG FKDPSLRQ

at that time – was just the most surreal moment. Albert Park

is a beautiful place anyway, but when you have the leaves

swirling from behind a Ferrari with a V10 lump in it and

0LFKDHO 6FKXPDFKHU GULYLQJ LW� IRU D ODG IURP 6RPHUVHW LW ZDV

such a special experience. I clearly remember that moment.

F1R: So instead of letting that situation pile the pressure on 

you, you were actually feeding off it?

JB: Yeah, I had the biggest smile on my face. The biggest grin.

I never felt pressure that year at Williams. I was very lucky

with Frank Williams and Patrick Head; they were very relaxed.

F1R:Which is unusual because they can be quite tough. Patrick 

in particular doesn’t suffer fools gladly.

JB:He only had a go at me once – I’ve described the moment

when I threw it off in the pitlane in Hockenheim. They knew I

was inexperienced. It was a good way to start my F1 career but,

on the other hand, it probably hurt my next year at Benetton

EHFDXVH WKH\ ZHUHQ¶W VR HDV\ RQ PH� ,W ZDV D EDSWLVP�RI�¿UH�

JRLQJ LQ ZLWK )ODYLR %ULDWRUH DQG D GLI¿FXOW FDU�

F1R: And yet, despite all this, you somehow continued to have 

fun. Was it a deliberate policy, or is that just the way you are?

JB: That’s the way I like to be but, strangely enough, in the last

few years of F1, I didn’t have fun after races. It was: ‘Get me

out of here. I want to go home.’ It had become just work by

that stage. But through most of my career, especially on a

good day, you had to enjoy the moment because you didn’t

know how manymore moments like that you were going to

have. I always celebrated hard; tried to get as many drivers

involved as possible. And I had such a good crew of people

DURXQG PH� ,W MXVW QHHGHG�WR�EH�WKH�¿YH�RI�XV��GULQNLQJ�DQG�

talking shit basically!

I thought it was very important after a race to always have

D EORZ�RXW ZLWK P\ IULHQGV ± LQFOXGLQJ WKH 2OG %R\� RI FRXUVH�

He’d be there, even if he was falling asleep in the corner; he 

wouldn’t want to miss anything!

F1R: Talking about celebrations, there’s an interesting

MX[WDSRVLWLRQ RI FKDUDFWHUV LQ \RXU ERRN� 2QH PLQXWH� \RX¶UH

talking about [Sir Richard] Branson making such a prat of

himself one evening and, the next, you’re talking about Prince 

Albert and what a lovely guy he is; the way you persuaded 
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him to come and party with you after your win at Monaco.

You didn’t mean to make a comparison between the two

men – it’s just the way the stories fall in your book. But it

illustrates the very different ways people deal with life, 

given the position they’re in.

JB: I spent quite a bit of time with Prince Albert; I haven’t

chosen to spend time with Branson. The bit about him is a

small part in the book, but I didn’t want to leave anything out.

That’s one of the reasons I’ve done this book, because it’s my

life in my words. The media have reported me as saying in

the book that Lewis is ‘weird’. I said ‘weird’ and ‘Lewis’ in the

same sentence but in reference to something Lewis did, which 

I thought was weird. It’s not ‘Lewis is weird’.

F1R: The ways of the media must have started to come across 

to you when you reached F1?

JB: It did – but not with you guys who write about F1 all the

time. The biggest issue was with the guys digging the dirt.

When it comes to racing and someone says I didn’t drive well

RU PDGH D PLVWDNH� WKDW¶V ¿QH� , XQGHUVWDQG WKDW \RX¶UH WKHUH

to have an opinion. But it hurts when you’re hit with stories 

about your private life. You take a step back and shut down,

which means we don’t give as much to you guys as we should.

We become robots because we don’t want to say anything that

gets wrongly interpreted and hurts us, or our families, or the

team. But then you reach the stage where you’ve achieved

something and can say what you want. That’s why interviews 

have been a lot more fun for me over the past few years.

F1R: When you talk about having achieved, you’re obviously

referring to the championship in 2009. And that more relaxed

approach led to the move from Brawn to McLaren, purely to

take on the challenge of racing with Lewis. It’s clear from the 

book that you really relished your time together.

JB: Yeah, we had some awesome races together; some great

¿JKWV� 7KHUH ZHUH WLPHV ZKHQ KH¶G EORZ PH DZD\� WKHUH ZHUH

times that I blew him away, like Spa 2012. Lewis was a tough

guy to race against; it was an emotional roller coaster. He was

a great team-mate to have because, when you beat him, you 

knew you’d done a mega job.

F1R: You mention watching the recordings of winning races,

just to see the reaction of your family and mates. That must be 
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F1R: Life moves on and you’ve been

busying yourself with triathlon.

‘Autonomy’ is a word you use a lot when 

describing triathlon. Is that because

there’s no machinery – well, there is, but 

not like in a racing car.

JB: <RX FDQ ¿QH�WXQH \RXU ELNH� \RX FDQ

¿QH�WXQH RWKHU WKLQJV ± EXW LW¶V PRUH WKH

¿WQHVV DQG WKH PHQWDO VLGH WKDW KHOSV \RX

win. It’s bloody tough. I did the world

FKDPSLRQVKLS DQG , DFWXDOO\ UHWLUHG�

, JRW FUDPS� , KDG RYHUWUDLQHG� %XW LQ

0D\� ZKHQ , ZDV DW P\ ¿WWHVW� , ZRQ P\

DJH JURXS LQ ,URQPDQ� 7KDW� IRU PH� ZDV

almost like a victory in F1 because it doesn’t matter what you

GR� LI LW¶V D FRPSHWLWLYH ¿HOG DQG \RX¶YH ZRUNHG \RXU DUVH RII�

D ZLQ PHDQV D ORW� ,W ZDV SUHWW\ VSHFLDO� 7KHUH DUH VWLOO OLWWOH

YLFWRULHV WKDW , ZLOO KDYH LQ P\ OLIH�DZD\�IURP�PRWRUVSRUW��

7KDW¶V WKH VRUW RI WKLQJ , ORYH�

I will race in cars again in 2018, so I won’t take triathlon 

DV VHULRXVO\� %XW , ZLOO KDYH D JR RQH GD\ DW WKH ZRUOG

FKDPSLRQVKLS IRU WKH IXOO ,URQPDQ GLVWDQFH� 7KDW¶V WKH DLP IRU

WKH IXWXUH� 7KH JRRG WKLQJ LV \RX FDQ GR LW DW DQ\ DJH� ,Q IDFW�

DV \RX JHW ROGHU� \RXU IDVW�WZLWFK PXVFOH ¿EUHV JR� EXW�\RX�

become better at longer distances and endurance.

F1R: What category of car racing are you thinking about?

JB: 6XSHU *7 LQ -DSDQ LV VRPHWKLQJ , ZLOO GR LQ ����� 7KH\ DUH

LPPHQVH IXQ WR GULYH� 7KH\¶YH JRW D ORW RI GRZQIRUFH� VR LW¶V

DERXW WKUHH RU IRXU VHFRQGV TXLFNHU WKDQ D '70 FDU DQG DERXW�

WHQ�VHFRQGV�TXLFNHU WKDQ D *7� FDU� ,W¶V SURSHU TXLFN�

F1R: 7HOO PH DERXW WKH -HQVRQ %XWWRQ�

7UXVW DQG ZKDW WKDW LV DOO DERXW«

JB: (YHU\ \HDU� ZH KDYH WKH 7UXVW

7ULDWKORQ� LQYROYLQJ FKDULWLHV� 7KLV \HDU�

ZH FKRVH %DUQDUGRV EHFDXVH ZH KDG D

children’s triathlon, which was amazing. 

7KH DGXOWV¶ WULDWKORQ LV ��� SHRSOH�

children’s triathlon we limit to 200. In a

ZHHN� LW ZDV VROG RXW� 7KH NLGV ZRXOG GR

LW ZLWK WKHLU SDUHQWV� LW ZDV LQVSLUDWLRQDO�

7KHUH ZHUH VRPH NLGV ZLWK GLVDELOLWLHV�

some struggled to walk, but they were

DEOH WR GR LW� ,¶P LQ WKH SULYLOHJHG SRVLWLRQ

ZKHUH , FDQ KHOS E\ MXVW XVLQJ P\ QDPH�

,W¶V WKH HDVLHVW WKLQJ� HYHU\RQH LQ P\

SRVLWLRQ FDQ GR LW DQG UDLVH D ORW RI PRQH\

for charity while having a lot of fun with a 

UHDO IDPLO\ DWPRVSKHUH�

F1R: 7KDQNV IRU \RXU WLPH� -HQVRQ� *RRG

luck with that event – and with your new 

book, of course. 

JB: 7KDQNV��

Jenson’s autobiography Life to the Limit  

is on sale now, priced from £20

emotional for you now, seeing your dad in 

the middle of it all?

JB: ,W LV� 7KH WKLQJ LV QRW PH FURVVLQJ

WKH ¿QLVKLQJ OLQH� LW¶V VHHLQJ HYHU\RQH¶V

reactions. Like when I won in Canada

DQG WKH FDPHUD ÀLFNHG WR WKH 2OG %R\ DV

Sebastian made his mistake on the last

ODS� WKDW UHDFWLRQ RI FRPSOHWH GLVEHOLHI

from Dad and the whole team around

KLP� 7KDW¶V YHU\ VSHFLDO DQG JHWV PH PRUH

emotional than looking at the results or 

the move itself.

F1R: I was lucky enough in 2009 to be

standing by parc fermé at Interlagos. Your

dad was right in front of me, waiting to greet you. I saw it all.

7KDW KDV VXUHO\�JRW�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDWHVW�PRPHQWV�\RX¶YH�

ever had?

JB: It was. First of all, it was a tough weekend anyway because

WKH IDQV ZHUH EHLQJ YHU\ GLI¿FXOW DQG ERRLQJ PH WKH ZKROH

WLPH� %XW ZKHQ , DFWXDOO\ ZRQ WKH FKDPSLRQVKLS DQG FOLPEHG

out of the car, they all cheered – and that was lovely. It’s then

WKDW \RX UHDOLVH WKH\ MXVW ORYH WKLV VSRUW� WKH\ DUH VXSSRUWLYH

DQG REYLRXVO\ WKH\ KDG ZDQWHG WKHLU JX\ >%UD]LOLDQ 5XEHQV

%DUULFKHOOR� -HQVRQ¶V WHDP�PDWH@ WR ZLQ� $QG WKHQ WR VHH WKH

2OG %R\ DQG JLYH KLP D KXJ� , ZDV KROGLQJ KLP EHFDXVH , NQHZ

the cameras were there and I could feel he was crying because

KH ZDV VKDNLQJ XS DQG GRZQ� KLV VKRXOGHUV ZHUH JRLQJ� 6R ,

held onto him for a bit, so he wasn’t too embarrassed. It was 

an absolutely incredible moment – for us both.

F1R: <RXU FORVH UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK�KLP�UHDOO\�FRPHV�DFURVV�LQ�

the book – and it’s lovely.

JB: ,¶YH JRW WR NHHS LW OLJKW�KHDUWHG� RU ,

get a bit emotional. Yesterday, during an

LQWHUYLHZ� WKH SUHVHQWHU DVNHG LI , ZRXOG

read the dedication at the start of the book.

, VDLG� ³1R FKDQFH� WKDW¶V QRW KDSSHQLQJ�´

6R VKH VWDUWHG WR UHDG LW� ,W ZDV OLYH 79

DQG VKH VWDUWHG FU\LQJ� , ZDV� OLNH��µ2K��P\�

*RG� ,¶P JRLQJ WR VWDUW WRR«¶

F1R: Now that the book is done, do you get

D ORW RI SOHDVXUH IURP VHHLQJ WKH�WKRXJKWV�

DERXW \RXU IDWKHU LQ SULQW"

JB: I do. A lot of the interviews over the

last few days have been largely about him.

,¶P VXUH VRPH SHRSOH PLJKW VD\ HYHU\RQH

ORVHV VRPHRQH FORVH DW VRPH SRLQW DQG ,¶P

talking about him too much. He was my

father and, yes, everyone goes through the

KRUULEOH PRPHQW RI D ORYHG RQH SDVVLQJ

DZD\� %XW KH ZDV PRUH WKDQ MXVW D IDPLO\

PHPEHU� KH ZDV WKH JX\ WKDW PDGH LW

DOO KDSSHQ� , ZRXOGQ¶W EH KHUH WDONLQJ WR

\RX LI LW ZDVQ¶W IRU KLP� 7KLV LV QRW MXVW D

ERRN DERXW PRWRUVSRUW� LW¶V DOVR DERXW WKH�

UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�D�IDWKHU�DQG�VRQ�

Testing himself

against Lewis

Hamilton was a big

reason behind the

switch to McLaren

after his title year
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“I’m not going to say it was a life-changing incident,” says 

$QGUHZ 7D\ORU� ³EXW LW GLG PDNH PH UHÀHFW TXLWH D ORW RQ

the value of life.” He’s speaking of the 100 minutes he spent

ORVW LQ WKH LFH�FROG ZDWHUV RI WKH 1RUWK 3DFL¿F� KDYLQJ EHHQ

VZHSW Rɣ KLV \DFKW GXULQJ WKH &OLSSHU 5RXQG 7KH :RUOG

5DFH LQ 0DUFK ����� +HUH� ����� PLOHV DZD\ IURP ODQG� KLV

nearest human company, apart from denizens of other ships

(including his own crew, desperately searching for him), was 

��� PLOHV XS LQ WKH ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 6SDFH 6WDWLRQ�

Taylor had been on a career break after orchestrating the

design and operation of the food outlets in the Olympic Park

IRU WKH ���� 6XPPHU *DPHV� +H KDGQ¶W HQYLVLRQHG EHLQJ

VWUXFN E\ WKH UXGGHU RI KLV RZQ \DFKW DV LW ZHQW E\ DW �� NQRWV

– hard enough to convince him his legs were broken – or

¿JKWLQJ WR VWD\ DÀRDW LQ ���PHWUH VZHOOV� RU RQO\ EHLQJ KDXOHG

out by his crewmates just as hypothermia took hold.

³, JRW EDFN RQ DQG ZH ¿QLVKHG WKH UDFH LQ VSLWH RI P\ >OHJ@

injuries,” he says, “which was important for me, and when

, JRW EDFN , GHFLGHG WR ZULWH D ERRN DERXW LW >DYDLODEOH IURP

ZZZ����Z�FR�XN@ DQG GRQDWH DOO WKH SURFHHGV WR FKDULW\�´

7D\ORU¶V DFFLGHQW ZDV RQ �� 0DUFK ����� WKH GD\ RI WKH

0DOD\VLDQ *3� +LV \DFKW ¿QLVKHG IRXUWK� DQG KH VXEVHTXHQWO\

MRLQHG :LOOLDPV� WKHQ LQ WKH SURFHVV RI WUDQVIRUPLQJ WKHLU

LPDJH ZLWK WLWOH VSRQVRUVKLS IURP 0DUWLQL DQG D QHZ WKUHH�

storey motorhome. His role takes in not only race weekend

activities – the ‘guest experience’ in the motorhome and the

3DGGRFN &OXE ± EXW DOVR WKH FRQIHUHQFH FHQWUH DW WKH IDFWRU\�

³:H¶YH JRW RQH RI WKH ZRUOG¶V ODUJHVW SXEOLFO\ DFFHVVLEOH

collections of F1 cars,” he says, “and to share it, and to bring it

WR OLIH� LV UHDOO\ FRRO� :H¶YH ZRUNHG ZLWK SURIHVVLRQDO�JXLGHV�WR�

develop the tour and the stories that go with it.”

+RVSLWDOLW\ LV D NH\ Rɣ�WUDFN WKHDWUH RI EDWWOH DV WHDPV YLH WR

woo investors. At European races the hub of that activity is the

motorhome, which also doubles as a team operations centre.

³:H KDYH D WHDP RI �� SHRSOH ZKR ORRN DIWHU WKH EXLOGLQJ

DQG LWV LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� DQG �� LQ WKH KRVSLWDOLW\ WHDP� ZKLFK

LQFOXGHV FKHIV� IURQW�RI�KRXVH PDQDJHUV� KRVWV DQG EDU VWDɣ�

:H URWDWH WKHP WKURXJK WKH \HDU� VR WKH\ PLJKW QRW DWWHQG

all the races, but when they’re not working at the track they’ll

EH DW WKH FRQIHUHQFH FHQWUH� WKDW ZD\ ZH HQVXUH TXDOLW\ DQG�

consistency of service across everything that we do.”

7KDW¶V ZK\� HYHQ LI \RX¶UH MXVW SRSSLQJ LQ WR WKH :LOOLDPV

motorhome to blag a takeaway tea in a paper cup, the colour

of the resultant brew will match the exact Pantone reference

for a proper cuppa. On a more nuts-and-bolts level it lets the

team manage the absurdities of a racing calendar drawn up

EHKLQG FORVHG GRRUV E\ PHQ ZKR À\ H[FOXVLYHO\ LQ SULYDWH MHWV�

³,W¶V D EUXWDO VFKHGXOH�´ VD\V 7D\ORU� ³7ZLFH ODVW VHDVRQ ZH

KDG SHRSOH ZRUNLQJ LQ IRXU GLɣHUHQW FRXQWULHV DW WKH VDPH

time. You have to trust them a lot. Over the past three years

ZH¶YH SXW HQRUPRXV HɣRUW LQWR HVWDEOLVKLQJ D :LOOLDPV ZD\ RI

doing things so everything is delivered to the same standard.”

7KH WHDP FRQVXOW ZLWK 0LFKHOLQ�VWDUUHG FKHI 0LFKDHO

&DLQHV WR GHYHORS WKH PHQXV� ZKLFK FKDQJH WR VXLW ORFDO

produce and which vary between areas of the motorhome. The

¿UVW ÀRRU RɣHUV UHVWDXUDQW�VW\OH ¿QH�GLQLQJ� ZLWK D VL[�FRXUVH

WDVWLQJ PHQX� LQ FRQWUDVW WR WKH PRUH UHOD[HG JURXQG ÀRRU�

³7KH\ VXLW GLɣHUHQW SXUSRVHV�´ VD\V 7D\ORU� ³7KH JURXQG

ÀRRU LV EXVWOLQJ� WKHUH¶V D OXQFKWLPH EXɣHW DQG JRRG�TXDOLW\

FRɣHH� ,I LW¶V KRW RXWVLGH� WKH ¿UVW ÀRRU LV RQH GHJUHH FRROHU

WKDQ WKH JURXQG ÀRRU� LI LW¶V FROG LW¶V RQH GHJUHH ZDUPHU� <RX

QRWH D GLɣHUHQFH DOWKRXJK \RX PLJKW QRW NQRZ ZK\� 7KHUH DUH

PRUH VRIW IXUQLVKLQJV RQ WKH ¿UVW ÀRRU� WKH 79 PRQLWRUV DUHQ¶W

DV EULJKW DQG WKHUH¶V GLɣHUHQW PXVLF� $OO WKDW� DQG ZRUNLQJ

ZLWK 0LFKDHO RQ WKH PHQXV� YLVLWLQJ PDUNHWV LQ GLɣHUHQW

FRXQWULHV� PDWFKLQJ ZLQHV ± LW¶V WKDW NLQG RI GHWDLO , HQMR\�´

One thing the schedule doesn’t permit is yacht racing.  

³2Q�WKDW�IURQW�´�KH�VD\V��³,¶P�VWULFWO\�D�VSHFWDWRU�´�

WORDS STUART CODLING
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The 1960s were a chequered era 
for Ferrari. Occasionally brilliant, 
they more frequently squandered 
their fabulous potential by 
fi ghting amongst themselves

92     F 1  R A C I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8





94     F 1  R A C I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8

THE SIX ERAS 
OF FERRARI 
CHAPTER 2
1961-1973

DIVISIVE POLITICS, 
PETTY SQUABBLES, 
EGO-DRIVEN AMBITION 
 AND THE ODD UNFORTUNATE 
MISUNDERSTANDING:
WKHVH�ZHUH�WKH�GH¿�QLQJ�IDFWRUV�of a Ferrari 

era still considered glorious in hindsight, but 

one from which a much richer harvest should 

have been reaped. Ferrari’s rhythm through 

the Swinging Sixties and into the brash next 

decade lacked the solid backbeat of their hip 

new adversaries from the UK – largely because 

in Maranello the kingdom could never remain 

united for very long. Discord would always 

prevail over harmony.

But when they did remain in key, oh, how the 

Prancing Horses sang. Or perhaps that should 

be swam in the case of 1961, as a new Formula 1 

chapter dawned.

The 156, dubbed ‘Sharknose’ thanks to its 

characteristic twin-nostril design, infuriated 

Cooper and Lotus, architects of the rear-engine 

revolution in the preceding three seasons. 

Reactionary, conservative Enzo Ferrari had 

been slow to accept the inevitable, and yet here 

was his team sweeping both constructors’ and 

drivers’ titles without breaking a sweat.

The trigger had been the new 1.5-litre engines 

that had cut F1 down in size, and potentially in 

stature if you listened to the up-in-arms Brits. 

They’d resisted the move and even put into place 

a breakaway Intercontinental Series for their 

larger capacity machines. Initially, Enzo backed 

them – then backed away. The consequence? A 

failed breakaway and an F1 world championship 

that was his for the taking, thanks to a 1.5-litre 

V6 already nicely warmed in his Formula 2 cars 

since 1957. With a wider 120-degree version 

pumping out 170bhp, Ferrari had a power 

advantage of around 20bhp over the four-pot 

Coventry Climax Lotus and Coopers of 1961.

Aristocratic German count Wolfgang von Trips 

and urbane American Phil Hill were good – very 

good on certain days – but neither were a match 

for Stirling Moss. Still, it didn’t matter. ‘The Boy’ 

beat them in virtuoso style in his Rob Walker 

Lotus 18 at Monaco and the Nürburgring, but 

over an eight-round season he was outgunned. 

Even a rookie, Giancarlo Baghetti, could win 

¿�UVW�WLPH�RXW�LQ�)UDQFH��ZKLOH�9RQ�7ULSV�ZRQ�LQ�

Holland and Britain and Hill in Belgium. 

By Monza the title was a two-shark race. Then 

familiar tragedy cast a pall.

Von Trips died along with 14 spectators when 

an inadvertent collision with Jim Clark’s Lotus 

sent his 156 hurtling into the crowd on the 

approach to Parabolica. Hill claimed victory and 

a title, but in such circumstances it had to ring 

hollow. Enzo wrung his hands once again at his 

“terrible joys” and pressed on.

+H�NQHZ�KH�QHHGHG�0RVV��DQG�¿�QDOO\��IRU�¶����

the English patriot caved to Enzo advances – but 

only on the strictest and most demanding of 

terms. Stirling wanted a Sharknose of his own, 

but only if it was painted in the blue of British 

team boss Rob Walker, who would run the 

car. Surely Ferrari would never agree. It says 

everything about Moss’s respect and status back 

then that Enzo said ‘Si’. 

History dictates, of course, that Moss in a 

Sharknose remains one of the great ‘What Might 

Have Beens’. A collision course with the banking 

at Goodwood ended the plan, Moss’s career and 

DOPRVW�KLV�OLIH��:H¶G�QHYHU�¿�QG�RXW�ZKDW�KH�FRXOG�

have achieved in an F1 Ferrari.

In truth, up against Clark and Colin Chapman’s 

groundbreaking monocoque Lotus 25, the 

answer might have been disappointing. In ’61, 

the V6 power advantage had masked the 156’s 

inferior weight and handling. Now with Coventry 

Climax and BRM V8s, the British cigar-shaped 

F1 missiles were hitting the target. Ferrari, after 

just one season of dominance, were on the back 

foot once again. And things back home were 

getting messy as a consequence.

Matriarchal Laura Ferrari had progressively 

JURZQ�PRUH�LQÀ�XHQWLDO�DW�KHU�KXVEDQG¶V�VLGH��

particularly since the death of her son Dino in 

’56. Now her ‘meddling’ in the face of on-track 

disappointment led to an F1 implosion the like 

of which has never been equalled. Eight key 

staff members colluded to remonstrate with 

(Q]R�RYHU�KLV�ZLIH¶V�FRUURVLYH�LQÀ�XHQFH��DQG�
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ENZO FERRARI’S COLD CALCULATION THAT  
HIS COMPANY WAS BIGGER THAN ITS
CONSTITUENT PARTS PROVED ON THE MONEY”

“

Victory at Monza in 1961 would

have earned Wolfgang von Trips 

the world title, but when his

wheels interlocked with those

of Jim Clark’s Lotus at 150mph,

the results were catastrophic. 

And yet the race went on.

Victory, and the championship, 

went to a horrified Phil Hill

THE ULTIMATE TRIUMPH,
THE ULTIMATE TRAGEDY

they were rewarded with their papers: they had

overstepped the mark and were out, sporting

director Romolo Tavoni and designer Carlo Chiti

among them. The exodus to ATS – Automobili

Turismo e Sport – was supposed to be a direct

answer to Ferrari’s insouciance. But the new F1

project would fail in less than a year. Enzo’s cold

calculation that his company was bigger than its

component parts proved on the money. Anyway, 

he still had his young genius to fall back on.

Mauro Forghieri was just 26 and a racing

veteran of less than two years when he assumed

authority for Ferrari’s racing department. His

father Reclus had overseen the construction of

(Q]R¶V ¿UVW IRXQGU\ IURP ZKLFK D VWHDG\ VXSSO\�

of engines and gearboxes would underpin

the growth of a legend. As a graduate, Mauro

had wanted to design aeroplanes, but with an

encouraging push from Reclus he found himself

making racing cars instead – for the most (in)

famous name in the automotive world.

Forghieri was (and remains) a brilliant man,

at home with both chassis and engines. His

LQÀXHQFH DW )HUUDUL� LQHYLWDEO\ IRU ERWK EHWWHU

and worse given the volatile nature of this

particular beast, would span three decades and

feature key driver partnerships that would forge

SXUH )� JROG� 7KH ¿UVW ZDV ZLWK D VLQJOH�PLQGHG

– and very fast – Englishman, who was also still

¿QGLQJ KLV IHHW LQ WKLV VKDUN�LQIHVWHG )� ZRUOG�

John Surtees had only shown a passing

LQWHUHVW LQ FDUV EHIRUH KLV IRXU�ZKHHOHG

competition debut in a Formula Junior

DW�*RRGZRRG�LQ�������%XW�WKH�VHYHQ�WLPH�
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motorcycle world champion, in need of a new 

challenge, recognised both his own potential and 

WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RQ�RIIHU�LQ�WKH�KLJKHU�SUR¿�OH�

world of cars. Likewise, Colin Chapman spotted a 

star. Surtees, in a manner modern racing drivers 

wouldn’t comprehend, found himself chucked 

directly into the F1 depths – and immediately 

started swimming.

It didn’t take long for Ferrari to come calling, 

but Surtees, well versed in Italian machination 

after his years riding for MV Agusta, wisely 

rebuffed the advances using the reasoned logic 

that he needed more time to adapt to his new 

environment. Ferrari doesn’t ask twice was the 

high-handed response – but as it turned out, 

that wasn’t true. Enzo did call again, when his 

competitive chips were down at the end of ’62 

and in the wake of the mass ATS defection. 

This time Surtees was ready.

7KH�)RUJKLHUL�6XUWHHV�DI¿�OLDWLRQ�ERUH�IUXLW�

LQ�WKDW�¿�UVW�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�D�VXSHUE�YLFWRU\�DW�

the Nürburgring, then in ’64 the momentum 

continued. Another win in Germany and glory 

at Monza carried Il Grande John to a three-way 

climax in Mexico City against Clark’s Lotus and 

Graham Hill’s BRM. In unfamiliar blue-and-

white North American Racing Team colours (a 

visual protest to the continuous union unrest 

Ferrari grappled with in Italy during this time) 

Surtees grabbed an unlikely title with help from 

Regardless of the (complex) 

maths governing the three-way 

title fi ght at the 1964 season 

fi nale, John Surtees looked out 

of it when his Ferrari misfi red 

down to 13th place on lap one. 

But it cleared its throat, rivals 

fell by the wayside, and Surtees 

secured the title on the last lap

SURTEES AND FORGHIERI 
DELIVER THE TITLE

leave Surtees voicing his frustration that F1 

development was negligible each year until 

the June slog-a-thon had been and gone. Still, 

the effort was surely worthwhile. Ferrari were 

unbeaten at Le Mans between 1960 and ’65.

But Ford were relentless in their pursuit. Their 

µNLWFKHQ�VLQN¶�DSSURDFK�¿�QDOO\�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�¶���

– and after 11 victories in 17 years, Ferrari would 

never win Le Mans again. Revenge was sweet.

In this context, you’d think Ferrari would 

value Surtees’ contribution. Perhaps he did. He 

was certainly fond of John, in a manner that has 

echoes of his relationship with Tazio Nuvolari 

and later with Gilles Villeneuve. But that didn’t 

stop Enzo from releasing a dragon on John’s tail.

Eugenio Dragoni was a paper-pusher with 

strong connections to Fiat’s Gianni Agnelli and 

was tasked with race team ‘management’ during 

this period. Surtees hated him. It didn’t help 

that Dragoni’s open ambition was to deliver Italy 

WKHLU�¿�UVW�GULYHUV¶�ZRUOG�FKDPSLRQ�VLQFH�$OEHUWR�

Ascari – or that his experience for the job in 

hand was no match for his ego.

The pair clashed at Monaco in ’66 when 

Surtees wanted to use an old car instead of the 

new 3-litre version introduced for the ‘return to 

power’ regulations that had just come into force. 

Dragoni insisted he use the new engine.

The manager even quibbled with Surtees’ epic 

performance in defeating Jochen Rindt’s Cooper 

THE SELF-DESTRUCTIVE IMPULSES THAT POCKMARK THE 
FERRARI LEGEND KICKED IN TO FRUSTRATE FORGHIERI, 
SURTEES, AND EVERYONE WHO’D GROWN TO LOVE THE REDS”

“

honourable team-mate Lorenzo Bandini and 

Clark’s smoky last-lap retirement.

What a turnaround from the debacle of ’62. 

And in two-turned-four-wheeled man Surtees, 

here was a talisman with all-round engineering 

and racing nous around which Enzo could forge 

a new era of glory.

Except it didn’t turn out that way. Those self-

destructive impulses that pockmark the Ferrari 

legend kicked in to frustrate Forghieri, Surtees 

and everyone else who’d grown to love the reds.

The backdrop was a fundamental battle for 

basic economic survival, coloured most famously 

by the American snub. In the early 1960s, 

Ferrari’s road car division was thriving, despite 

Italian domestic turmoil – and the Ford Motor 

Company wanted a piece of it. Enzo responded 

coquettishly to the advances and in ’63 a 14-man 

Dearborn delegation decamped to Maranello.

They wanted 90 per cent. After 20 days of 

negotiation, they left with zero. To the delight of 

all Italy, and in a move that surely enhanced the 

burgeoning Ferrari mysticism, Enzo sent them 

EDFN�DFURVV�WKH�$WODQWLF�ZLWK�WKH�SURYHUELDO�À�HD�

À�LWWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�FROOHFWLYH�HDU��)RUG¶V�KLHUDUFK\�

was furious and vowed cold, hard revenge.

7KDW�UHYHQJH�ZRXOG�EH�H[DFWHG�LQ�WKH�¿�HOGV�

of Le Mans. Enzo had no love for the 24-hour 

French sportscar classic, but he couldn’t ignore 

its global importance, to a degree that would 
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Clark’s Lotus 49 at Zandvoort. On that day in 

June, the F1 landscape shifted forever.

Unperturbed, Forghieri forged a potent new 

partnership with super-talented Chris Amon, 

while Jacky Ickx scored the Scuderia’s last F1 

victory of the decade at Rouen in ’68. But the 

world had turned too fast for Ferrari. Enzo and 

his team were in desperate need of rejuvenation.

When it came the injection was a double dose. 

First, Agnelli succeeded where Ford’s ‘suits’ 

failed and negotiated a deal with Enzo. Fiat 

bought 50 per cent of Ferrari in ’69, ensuring 

JUHDWHU�¿�QDQFLDO�VWDELOLW\�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�\HW�

again the great name could have sunk. Then 

Forghieri brewed some new magic at Maranello.

+H¶G�EULHÀ�\�EHHQ�VKXQWHG�LQWR�WKH�URDG�FDU�

division as payment for F1 failures, but was 

restored to the race team in time to usher in his 

QHZ�EDE\��D�SRWHQW��XVHU�IULHQGO\�À�DW����HQJLQH�

But Amon didn’t get it. All he saw was smoke 

IURP�WKH�IDLOXUHV�WKDW�GRJJHG�WKH�¿�UVW�WHVWV��DQG�

he chose to walk away from what turned out to 

be one of the greatest F1 engines in history. 

7KH����%�RI������ZDV�WKH�EUHDWK�RI�IUHVK�DLU�

Ferrari so desperately needed, and Ickx came 

close to a title that was eventually decided 

posthumously in favour of Rindt and Lotus. The 

ORZ�FHQWUH�RI�JUDYLW\�DQG�FOHDQ�DLU�À�RZ�WR�WKH�

rear wing offered clear title potential. But with 

poor reliability, suspension design cul-de-sacs 

and tricky Firestones culminating in frustration, 

Forghieri was again punished into exile, this time 

to the ‘experimental department’. But Enzo, to 

his credit, recognised that his own illness, and 

that regular failing of listening to the malicious 

whisperers that surrounded him, was once again 

threatening defeat from the jaws of victory. 

$V������GUHZ�WR�D�FORVH��)RUJKLHUL�ZDV�EDFN�WR�

where he belonged – and with the protection of 

a sharply ambitious young lawyer above him, a 

buck-toothed Austrian in his cockpit and another 

revelatory innovation up his sleeve, he had all 

the pieces in place to carry Ferrari on its greatest 

adventure since the distant days of Ascari.

NEXT MONTH

1974-1980

in treacherous weather at fearsome Spa. Why, 

he unfathomably argued, had the Englishman 

allowed Rindt to lead for so long in their battle?

At Le Mans Dragoni insisted Ludovico 

6FDU¿�RWWL�±�QHSKHZ�RI�$JQHOOL�±�VKRXOG�VWDUW�WKH�

UDFH��-RKQ��ZKR�GLHG�LQ�0DUFK�������QHYHU�GLG�

reveal details of the ensuing row with Ferrari 

– but the ‘perfect partnership’ ended there and 

then. And with it a possible second F1 title. 

Jack Brabham and his new Repco-powered 

eponymous F1 car might still have claimed the 

crown, but had Surtees remained in red he would 

surely have pushed him hard for the honour, and 

PLJKW�KDYH�FODLPHG�DQRWKHU�LQ�¶����WRR�

Further disappointment and outright tragedy 

would dog Ferrari in the second half of the 

����V��,Q�¶���%DQGLQL�ZRXOG�EXUQ�WR�GHDWK�DW�

Monaco, Brit Mike Parkes suffered career-

ending injuries at Spa, and Ford introduced 

the Cosworth DFV V8 bolted to the back of Jim 

SURTEES NEVER DID REVEAL THE DETAILS OF HIS ROW WITH FERRARI, 
BUT THE ‘PERFECT PARTNERSHIP’ ENDED THERE AND THEN. FURTHER 
DISAPPOINTMENT AND TRAGEDY WOULD DOG THE TEAM”

“

FRICTION IN THE TEAM LEADS 
TO SURTEES’ DEPARTURE
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A racer rather than a politician, 

John Surtees had scant appetite 

for any activity that didn’t make 

his car go faster. Accordingly, 

he and team manager Eugenio 

Dragoni – a man of multiple 

agendas – were destined for 

confl ict. Surtees walked out 

mid-way through 1966
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What’s in a logo?

I love Formula 1, I really do, but

the fuss that some fans have made

about the new logo really bores me.

Whether you like it or not, just

move on. I’m also a fan of all types

of motorsport, and it does seem

that fans of other race series don’t

moan as much. IndyCar changed

title sponsor from Izod to Verizon

but the fans didn’t kick up a fuss.

Even when NASCAR title sponsor

Monster changed the winning

trophy, there wasn’t much uproar.

So let’s focus on the real matter

at hand... the motor racing: man

and machine, pushing each other to

the limit. Let’s not talk about what

is effectively a font change to one

letter and one number, F1.

Matt Lloyd

By email

Well done Lewis

Congratulations to Lewis Hamilton

on securing his fourth drivers’

world championship.

To win the world title has to

be the ambition of all who enter

the sport, right down to grassroots

level, yet few ever succeed. To

achieve it four times surely marks

Lewis out as a special talent of

his generation.

In the pantheon of British

motor racing history, no driver has

achieved what Lewis has. Some of

the F1 records he has set, which

will take a long time to be beaten if

indeed they ever will, must mean he

is one of the greatest ever.

His achievements are solely

down to a lot of hard work and

dedication, showing that you don’t

have to come from a privileged

background to achieve success,

and are testament to the fact that a

sportsperson can achieve any goals

that they may set themselves.

The sight of Lewis crowdsurfing

over my head, twice, will long live

in the memory. Well done Lewis,

a true champion.

Michael Brierley

Manchester, UK

Thumbs down for US TV: 1

I’ve just returned from a trip to the

US where I had the opportunity to

watch live coverage of the US GP.

If Liberty Media are serious about

increasing awareness of F1 in the

USA, something needs to be done

about the way it is presented on TV.

I didn’t try to count the number

of ad breaks but guess it was

between 30 and 50, with almost

Not everybody is a fan of Formula 1’s new logo, but that shouldn’t distract from what happens on the racetrack

as much total ad time as there was 

live racing. It would have been 

impossible for anyone new to F1 to 

follow the race. The format may suit 

American football and other stop-go

sports followed in the USA, but it

certainly doesn’t suit F1.

Marcel Escudier

By email

Thumbs down for US TV: 2

I’ve been encouraged by the

proposed changes Liberty Media

have announced since taking over

the sport. However, I was shocked

to learn that they’ve awarded the

US television rights to ESPN, whose

bid includes showing the world feed

with zero investment in a broadcast

team with on-site production.

David Hobbs and Steve Matchett

have been fantastic F1 broadcasters

in the US for decades now, and

having Will Buxton at the races has

been great. Liberty have simply

chosen a larger network, but not

required anything from them to

move the promotion of F1 forwards

in the US. This is a critical error

that needs to be fixed, or even more

potential F1 fans will be lost.

Jim Factor

Austin, USA

> How F1 has embraced the world of eSports

> Part three of our series on the history of Ferrari

> The long interview: Red Bull design guru Adrian Newey

> Pictures of the Year: the best photgraphs from 2017

ON SALE

JAN

18

O Read it on your PC, Mac or iPad

O Identical to the print edition

OOn sale the same day as the print edition

Go to www.f1racing.co.uk/digital-edition/
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been a long time since I’ve put the car in the wall, 

but it’s my fault and I take full responsibility.”

Since Hamilton would start last, Mercedes opted

to use Sunday’s race to run new power unit parts,

even though that would mean breaking parc fermé 

rules and consigning him to a pitlane start.

There was at least some joy for Merc as Bottas 

scooped pole position from Vettel’s Ferrari on

his last lap in Q3. Vettel had been quickest on his

first run, stopping the clocks on 1m 08.360s, while

Bottas was just 0.082s behind. The Ferrari failed to

improve at the end, while Bottas set a 1m 08.322s 

lap, pipping Vettel by just 0.038s. The German

conceded that he had been a bit too “chicken” 

braking into Turn 1 on his final lap.

Behind Vettel, his team-mate Kimi Räikkönen

was third quickest, ahead of the Red Bulls of

Verstappen and Daniel Ricciardo (although the

latter was carrying a ten-place engine penalty).

RACE

After four days of threatening rain clouds, São

Paulo awoke on race day to clear blue skies and

glorious sunshine. When the pitlane opened, half

an hour before the start, Massa was the first to

leave his garage, to a rapturous cheer from the

local Paulistas. It would be another emotional 

farewell performance.

Interlagos is notoriously narrow, particularly

through the tight Senna S of Turns 1 and 2, and

contact between cars is typical on the opening lap.

This year was no different. For Vettel, his strong

launch off the startline and decisive overtake of

Bottas for the lead into Turn 1 was the moment 

that sealed his victory in the race.

In contrast, after the joy of securing his third

pole position in F1 on Saturday, Bottas was rather

more subdued after the race on Sunday, conceding

that he’d lost the victory in those crucial seconds.

The pace up front between the two was close

the whole race; one mistake for Vettel could have

allowed the Mercedes to get within DRS range

and pounce, but Vettel made no such errors. He

was backed up ably by the Ferrari pitcrew, who

swapped wheels over half a second faster than 

Mercedes during the pitstop phase.

“Pace wise it was very, very close,” added

Bottas. “We put a lot of pressure under Seb,

especially around the pitstop and we tried the

undercut. I got pretty close, after he came out

of the pits, but just not quite enough to try to

overtake. So, yeah, definitely disappointed after a 

good day yesterday.”

Remarkably, Bottas crossed the line just 2.706s 

ahead of team-mate Hamilton, who finished

fourth thanks to his blistering drive through the

field. His cause was ever-so-slightly helped by the 

After Valtteri Bottas lost out at the start, Sebastian
Vettel’s victory in Brazil was Ferrari’s first since July

Victory in the Brazilian Grand Prix was Sebastian

Vettel’s first since the Hungarian GP in July, a stark

indication of how the fortunes of Ferrari have 

waned since the summer break.

The outcome of the race was decided when the

field descended towards Turn 1 on the opening

lap. Pole-position holder Valtteri Bottas wasn’t as

clean away as Vettel, and as the pair braked into

the downhill left-hander, the Ferrari just found the

smallest of gaps between the Mercedes and the 

pitwall to ease into the lead.

Over the next 71 laps, Vettel managed to

maintain a two-second margin to Bottas and that

was enough to earn him his 47th Formula 1 victory 

and his eighth for Ferrari.

QUALIFYING

There was drama just moments into the start of

qualifying as Lewis Hamilton made a rare mistake

on his first flying lap and shunted his Mercedes 

hard into the barriers.

Having swept through the apex of Turn 6, he

continued around the right-hander towards T7,

but then his W08 bottomed out, sparks flew from

the floor and nose, and even a world champion’s

reflexes couldn’t stop the Mercedes rotating and 

clattering into the tyre wall.

“I was just taken by surprise,” said Hamilton

afterwards. “When the car bottoms out it stalls the

floor, and that often happens when the tyres are

cold. I haven’t made any mistakes all year and it’s 

FERRARI RETURN
TO WINNING WAYS
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FTER THE JOY OF SECURING HIS THIRD POLE POSITION, BOTTAS
MORE SUBDUED FOLLOWING THE RACE ON SUNDAY, CONCEDING

T HE’D LOST THE VICTORY IN THOSE CRUCIAL FIRST SECONDS

“

Lance Stroll,

22.486s (entry to exit)

TYRE COMPOUNDS USED

DRIVERS’ STANDINGS

1 Hamilton 345pts

2 Vettel 302pts

3 Bottas 280pts

4 Ricciardo 200pts

5 Räikkönen 193pts

6 Verstappen 158pts

7 Pérez 94pts

8 Ocon 83pts

9 Sainz 54pts

10 Massa 42pts

11 Stroll 40pts

12 Hülkenberg 35pts

13 Grosjean 28pts

14 Magnussen 19pts

15 Alonso 15pts

16 Vandoorne 13pts

17 Palmer 8pts

18 Wehrlein 5pts

19 Kvyat 5pts

Ericsson, Giovinazzi,

Gasly, Hartley,

Button, Di Resta 0pts

AIR TEMPCLIMATE TRACK TEMP

FASTEST LAP FASTEST PITSTOP

Max Verstappen,

1min 11.044s on lap 64

1st  Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1h 31m 26.262s

2nd Valtteri Bottas Mercedes +2.768s

3rd  Kimi Räikkönen Ferrari +4.600s

4th Lewis Hamilton Mercedes +5.468s

5th Max Verstappen Red Bull +32.940s

6th Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull +48.691s

7th  Felipe Massa Williams +68.882s

8th  Fernando Alonso McLaren +69.363s

9th  Sergio Pérez Force India +69.500s

10th Nico Hülkenberg Renault +1 lap

11th Carlos Sainz Renault +1 lap

12th  Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso +1 lap

13th Marcus Ericsson Sauber +1 lap

14th  Pascal Wehrlein Sauber +1 lap

15th  Romain Grosjean Haas +2 laps

16th  Lance Stroll Williams +2 laps

Retirements

Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso 40 laps – engine

Esteban Ocon Force India 0 laps – collision

Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren 0 laps – collision

Kevin Magnussen Haas 0 laps – collision

intervention of the Safety Car following a number 

of incidents on the opening lap.

As the fi eld rounded the narrow Senna S there 

was plenty of contact, as a charging Ricciardo 

went a little wide over the exit kerb and lost 

momentum, triggering contact between Stoffel 

Vandoorne and Kevin Magnussen, who ricocheted 

into him. It was game over for the Haas and 

McLaren drivers, but Riccardo was able to continue 

relatively unharmed, albeit at the tail of the fi eld.

Just as the Safety Car was being deployed 

there was more contact heading into the double-

apex right-handers of Turns 6 and 7. Force India’s 

Esteban Ocon was attempting to overtake Romain 

Grosjean around the outside when the Haas driver 

carried too much speed into T6, lost the rear of 

the car, and hit Ocon on the outside of the bend. 

After four laps neutralised behind the Safety 

Car, racing resumed – and with it, one of the 

crucial moments of the race. Massa was able to 

jump Alonso for fi fth place on the restart.

For the next 66 laps, Alonso kept up with 

the Williams, but despite every effort, couldn’t 

quite make it past his former team-mate. It was 

an inspired drive from the Brazilian in his fi nal 

home race before retirement. It was the result 

he wanted last year instead of that crash in the 

rain and an emotional walk down the pitlane. 

Not many drivers get the chance to say farewell 

twice. Obrigado again, Felipe.

 A rare off from Lewis in Q1 meant he started from the pitlane. Fourth was the best he could do…

Vettel celebrates his win 

(below) after a dramatic start 

(above) that brought out 

the Safety Car (above right). 

Massa was in the points in his 

final home race (far right)

Inter Wet Supersoft Soft Medium
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looking smooth and consistent throughout. But

were we watching Bottas excellence or Hamilton

failing to reach to the bottom of his talent well,

now that the title was settled and his position

as Britain’s most successful driver in world 

championship history secured?

Lewis, for his part, reckoned he had no answer

for Valtteri’s speed and blew his pole shot with a

poor final sector on his last timed run: he was 0.4s

slower than Bottas, running wide on the exit of the

final corner (Turn 21), just as he had earlier in the

session. He also lost out at the T8/T9 left-right,

carrying more speed in than Bottas, but exiting 

with rather less.

Sebastian Vettel led the non-Mercedes

resistance, winding his Ferrari up to third place, but 

still 0.3s adrift of Hamilton and therefore half 

a second off the absolute pace.

A flaccid finale to an often brilliant season was still
an important grand prix for winner Valtteri Bottas

Formula 1’s fastest Finn won’t lament the view

that an otherwise exciting 2017 season ended

inconsequentially under Yas Marina’s floodlights.

Valtteri Bottas’s victory over Lewis Hamilton set

him up perfectly for a stronger challenge in 2018.

QUALIFYING

Would the denouement, we wondered, arrive  

with a whimper or a bang?

Half the answer to that question was delivered

by Bottas and his resounding pole position lap 

around Yas Marina Circuit for the final race of 2017.

He posted a 1m36.231s time, almost two-tenths

faster than the 36.403s of his team-mate and

fresh-minted 2017 champion Lewis Hamilton.

Very few grand prix drivers ever gain that kind

of advantage over Hamilton – Formula 1’s all-time 

pole position record holder of course (72 and

counting) – so for Bottas, at least, this season  

was still far from over.

He’d been nip-and-tuck with Lewis throughout

the session, going fastest of all early on, and 

PRIDE OF
 THE VALTTERI

BU DHABI CONFIRMED THAT
LE THE SCUDERIA MADE A HUGE
-SEASON LEAP TO CHALLENGE

MERCEDES AND THEIR W08 FOR
MUCH OF THE SEASON, THE
VETTEL-SF70H COMBO WAS
ULTIMATELY SECOND-BEST

 
“

A Ricciardo-Räikkonen-Verstappen mix from

P4 to P6 offered no surprises other than an

advantage of more than three-tenths for Dan over

Max, stemming the flow of Verstappen’s recent

performance advantage. Dan reckoned hitting a

sweet spot with tyre temperatures had been the

key to his Ferrari-splitting success. Verstappen’s

relatively lowly position, meanwhile, resulted from

his failure to nail his set-up after experiments with 

2018 suspension components during FP1.

RACE

It comes to something when the highlight of a

Formula 1 race is the sight of David Coulthard

conducting podium interviews in a deerstalker-

style double baseball cap. But so it was after the

2017 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, a race which, alas, had

all the fizzle of an expired firework (and there were

plenty of those peppering Yas Island in the wake of 

the post-race pyrotechnics).

Bottas’s win, from pole, ahead of team-mate

Hamilton, was impressive and confident, but his

smooth efficiency did little for the ‘spirit of racing’

F1’s owners Liberty Media are so keen to promote.

Hamilton, who tailed Bottas throughout, apart

from some between-stops laps in the lead, nailed

the problem with his analysis of the impossibility 



31°C25°C
Sunny/
night

RESULTS ROUND

YAS MARINA / 26.11.17 / 55 LAPS

 F 1  R A C I N G  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8      111

:S
T

E
V

E
E

T
H

E
R

IN
G

T
O

N
;A

N
D

Y
H

O
N

E
;C

H
A

R
L

E
S

C
O

A
T

E
S

.O
T

H
E

R
P

IC
T

U
R

E
S

:S
U

T
T

O
N

IM
A

G
E

S

Sebastian Vettel,

21.221s (entry to exit)

TYRE COMPOUNDS USED

DRIVERS’ STANDINGS

1 Hamilton 363pts

2 Vettel 317pts

3 Bottas 305pts

4 Räikkönen 205pts

5 Ricciardo 200pts

6 Verstappen 168pts

7 Pérez 100pts

8 Ocon 87pts

9 Sainz 54pts

10 Hülkenberg 43pts

11 Massa 43pts

12 Stroll 40pts

13 Grosjean 28pts

14 Magnussen 19pts

15 Alonso 17pts

16 Vandoorne 13pts

17 Palmer 8pts

18 Wehrlein 5pts

19 Kvyat 5pts

Ericsson, Giovinazzi,

Gasly, Hartley,

Button, Di Resta 0pts

AIR TEMPCLIMATE TRACK TEMP

FASTEST LAP FASTEST PITSTOP

Valtteri Bottas,

1min 40.650s on lap 52

1st Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1h 34m 14.062s

2nd Lewis Hamilton Mercedes +3.899s

3rd  Sebastian Vettel Ferrari +19.330s

4th  Kimi Räikkönen Ferrari +45.386s

5th Max Verstappen Red Bull +46.269s

6th Nico Hülkenberg Renault +85.713s

7th  Sergio Pérez Force India +92.062s

8th  Esteban Ocon Force India +98.911s

9th  Fernando Alonso McLaren +1 lap

10th  Felipe Massa Williams +1 lap

11th  Romain Grosjean Haas +1 lap

12th  Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren +1 lap

13th  Kevin Magnussen Haas +1 lap

14th  Pascal Wehrlein Sauber +1 lap

15th  Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso +1 lap

16th  Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso +1 lap

17th Marcus Ericsson Sauber +1 lap

18th  Lance Stroll Williams +1 lap

Retirements

Carlos Sainz Renault 31 laps – loose wheel

Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull 20 laps – hydraulics

of one F1 car passing another of comparable 

performance anywhere in the too-noodly third 

sector of Yas Marina Circuit. As Lewis noted, 

once both Mercedes had made clean starts and 

completed their single pitstops (from ultrasofts to 

supersofts) without drama, it would have taken a 

major Bottas error for the lead to change hands.

None came, apart from a brief lock-up by Valtteri 

at Turn 5 on lap 49. Suddenly, Hamilton, who’d been 

around 1.5s behind Bottas, was on his tail and 

threatening. Bottas didn’t fl inch, though, and with 

commendable sisu set fastest lap just three tours 

later: a 1m40.650s on lap 52.

And that was that, so far as the victory squabble 

was concerned, though its importance to the 

Bottas psyche as a foundation upon which he can 

build a stronger 2018 should not be undervalued. 

Inevitably there were suggestions that Hamilton 

hadn’t reached far into his box of tricks in pursuit 

of victory, though he swatted away any suggestion 

that he had somehow allowed Bottas to win. 

“I gave it everything today,” he said. “He did 

a great job this weekend, as he has all year.”

Ferrari were once again left chasing silver 

shadows under desert fl oodlights: Abu Dhabi 

confi rmed that while the Scuderia made a huge 

off-season leap to challenge Mercedes and their 

W08 for much of the season, the Vettel-SF70H 

combo was ultimately second-best.

Kimi Räikkönen’s fourth was a predictable 

result, as was Max Verstappen’s P5, in the 

wake of his practice and qualifying troubles. 

Throughout the 55 laps he was given a wild ride 

through the just-about-fl at Turns 2 and 3; a 

lesser driver would have handled the challenge 

less deftly. Still, Max enjoyed better fortune than 

his team-mate, Dan Ricciardo, who became the 

fi rst of only two retirements on lap 20, when 

hydraulic failure curtailed a likely run to fourth.

Among the happiest top-ten results was 

Nico Hülkenberg’s sixth. His eight points were 

enough to vault Renault above Toro Rosso in 

the constructors’ table and send an additional 

eight million championship bonus dollars into the 

team’s accounts. Tidy – and welcome – after the 

pit-stop fumble for team-mate Carlos Sainz that 

left him without a secure front-left.

Sergio Perez and Esteban Ocon remained 

conjoined for seventh and eighth; Fernando 

Alonso was an entertaining ninth.

And exiting stage left with a last point in his 

fi nal grand prix – number 269 – Felipe Massa, still 

standing tall, in his own diminutive way, after 16 

memorable F1 years.

20

Clockwise from above left: Bottas 

leads from the start; Massa 

battles Alonso for 9th place; 

Bottas holds Lewis off to win

Inter Wet Ultrasoft Supersoft Soft
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FINISHING STRAIGHT
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THEAUSTRIANGRANDPRIX
Red Bull Ring, Spielberg; 29 June-1 July 2018

WHY VISIT?
After a decade Rɣ WKH )� FDOHQGDU� WKH $XVWULDQ

*UDQG 3UL[ PDGH D ZHOFRPH UHWXUQ LQ �����

5HG %XOO� WKH YHQXH¶V RZQHUV� EDQNUROOHG D

VXEVWDQWLDO XSJUDGH WR WKH IRUPHU gVWHUUHLFKULQJ

FLUFXLW� ZKLFK KDV WKH VFHQLF�6W\ULDQ�FRXQWU\VLGH�

DV D VWXQQLQJ EDFNGURS�

7KH �����PLOH FLUFXLW DW 6SLHOEHUJ FRQVLVWV

RI RQO\ WHQ FRUQHUV DQG D ODSWLPH MXVW RYHU WKH

���VHFRQG PDUN HQVXUHV SOHQW\ RI YDOXH IRU

VSHFWDWRUV DV FDUV SDVV WKHP �� WLPHV GXULQJ WKH

UDFH� :LWK 5HG %XOO DFWLYHO\ SURPRWLQJ WKH HYHQW�

WKHUH LV RIWHQ DQ LQÀX[ RI 'XWFK VSHFWDWRUV� ZKR

VWD\�RQ�WKH�FDPSVLWHV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZHHNHQG��DQG�

QRLVLO\ FKHHU RQ WKHLU KHUR 0D[ 9HUVWDSSHQ ZLWK�

D VSHFWDFXODU GLVSOD\ RI RUDQJH 7�VKLUWV DQG

ÀDJV LQ WKH JUDQGVWDQGV� $OVR� LI \RX ZLVK WR

H[SHULHQFH D ELW RI )� KLVWRU\ \RX FDQ VWLOO ZDON

SDUWV RI WKH ORQJHU� ROG gVWHUUHLFKULQJ FLUFXLW�

:KLOH WKH SLFWXUHVTXH FLUFXLW LV ORFDWHG QRUWK

ZHVW RI $XVWULD¶V VHFRQG FLW\� *UD]� MXVW RYHU

DQ KRXU DZD\� WKH ZHOO�WURGGHQ URXWH WR WKH

FRXQWU\VLGH LV IURP 9LHQQD� 0DQ\ )RUPXOD �

IDQV VWDUW WKH ZHHN LQ WKH IDPRXV� KLVWRULF FDSLWDO

EHIRUH WDNLQJ WKH WZR�DQG�D�KDOI�KRXU MRXUQH\ WR

WKH VWDWH RI 6W\ULD LQ WKH VRXWK RI WKH FRXQWU\�DQG

WKH�QHZO\�UHIXUELVKHG�5HG�%XOO�5LQJ�

WHAT TO SEE
Schönbrunn Palace and Gardens

(DVLO\ WKH PRVW FRPPDQGLQJ VWUXFWXUH LQ

9LHQQD� WKH ������URRP SDODFH LV YLVLEOH DV VRRQ�

DV \RX SXOO LQWR WKH PDLQ WUDLQ VWDWLRQ� 7KH

LPSUHVVLYH ��WK�FHQWXU\ EXLOGLQJ LV DFFRPSDQLHG

E\ D ODUJH H[SDQVH RI JDUGHQV LQFOXGLQJ 5RPDQ

UXLQV� WKH *ORULHWWH DQG D UDQJH RI VFXOSWXUHV�

GHGLFDWHG�WR�GHLWLHV�DQG�YLUWXHV�

Kunsthistorisches Museum

+RPH WR VRPH RI (XURSH¶V PRVW SUHVWLJLRXV

ZRUNV� 9LHQQD¶V 0XVHXP RI $UW +LVWRU\ LV

HVVHQWLDO�WR�WKH�DUWLVWLF�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�$XVWULDQ�

The hills are alive with the sound of F1
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capital. Artworks here include those by

Raphael, Caravaggio, Rembrandt and Pieter

Bruegel the Elder. A must-see destination while

circumnavigating the Ring Strasse.

Belvedere Palace Museum

Particularly spectacular at night, the Upper

Belvedere building is home to a world-class

JDOOHU\�DQG PXVHXP� $ ¿YH�PLQXWH ZDON IURP

the Karlplatz underground station, the site is

SHUIHFW�IRU D VKRUW MDXQW DURXQG WKH SDODFH RU D

IXOO�GD\�H[SORULQJ WKH JDUGHQV DQG PXVHXP� 7KH

gardens are littered with incredible sculptures

DQG�IRXQWDLQV��ZKLOH�WKH�PXVHXP�LWVHOI�LV�KRPH�

WR�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�*XVWDY�.OLPW�

St Stephen’s Cathedral

$VFHQG WKH EHOO WRZHU LQ WKH HYHQLQJ IRU

LQFUHGLEOH YLHZ DFURVV WKH FLW\ DQG D EHDXWLIXO

VXQVHW GLSSLQJ EHORZ WKH VN\OLQH� +LVWRU\ EXɣV

can delve into the catacombs below and take a

MRXUQH\ WKURXJK WKH FKDQJLQJ IDFH RI WKH EXULDO

rituals and ceremonies surrounding the death

RI WKH ULFK DQG SRZHUIXO LQ 9LHQQD¶V KLVWRU\�

Natural History Museum

3DFNHG WR WKH UDIWHUV ZLWK HYHU\WKLQJ IURP

GLQRVDXU H[KLELWV� SLHFHV RI PHWHRULWHV�

VWXɣHG DQLPDOV� PLQHUDO FROOHFWLRQV DQG

models, the Natural History Museum is a

PXVW LI WUDYHOOLQJ ZLWK FKLOGUHQ� *UDE DQ DXGLR

JXLGH RU WRXU WR PDNH VXUH \RX GRQ¶W PLVV WKH

PXVHXP¶V PRVW IDVFLQDWLQJ VLJKWV�

FAST FACTS 
Currency £1 = €1.1 

Timezone GMT or BST +1

Plug type Type F

Weather 19° C / sunny

Flight time London/Manchester to Vienna: 

2hrs 30m (plus 2hrs 30m connection time 

to Red Bull Ring)

Kunsthistorisches Museum

Natural History Museum

St Stephen’s Cathedral

THOMAS COOK SPORT 
BREAK DETAILS
Ticket & 3-night hotel only 
breaks from £699pp*

YOUR BOOKING INCLUDES:
• Return fl ights from London or Manchester 

to Vienna

• Return airport transfers to your selected

hotel by coach

• A great choice of hotel accommodation with

breakfast provided daily

• Race day (Sunday) return circuit transfers

• Welcome drink

• Race day (Sunday) general admission ticket

• A merchandise pack including ticket wallet,

lanyard, poncho, sun cream, pen and bag

• Service charges, taxes & ATOL protection

WHERE TO STAY
Lindner Hotel Am Belvedere

This hotel is situated in downtown Vienna, 

close to the Belvedere Castle and the botanical 

gardens. It features an elegant design with 

rustic touches in the Heuriger (wine tavern), 

great gourmet options and a graceful yet casual 

atmosphere to ensure a delightful stay.

Ibis Wien Mariahilf Vienna

The affordable 3-star ibis Wien Mariahilf 

hotel offers 341 air-conditioned rooms. The 

hotel is located in central Vienna, next to the 

Westbahnhof train station, Raimund Theatre 

and Mariahilfer Strasse, Vienna’s largest 

shopping street. St Stephen’s Cathedral, 

the Schönbrunn Palace, zoo and aquarium 

are all within easy reach. The hotel boasts a 

restaurant, café bar and free Wi-Fi access.

Leonardo Hotel Vienna

The fi rst Austrian hotel of the Leonardo Hotels 

chain is also situated in the centre of Vienna 

and located on Europaplatz, close to the 

biggest shopping street and a mere 200 metres 

away from the train station Westbahnhof. The 

Leonardo boasts 213 rooms and suites and 

the Vitruv restauarant. From this hotel the

historic town centre can be easily reached by 

underground public transport.

*pricing correct at time of press

For more info visit

www.thomascooksport.com/

motorsports

Or talk to an expert: 01733 224 573

@ThomasCookSport

Thomas Cook Sport

@ThomasCookSport

Schönbrunn Palace and Gardens
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ME AND MY LID
LEWIS HAMILTON

Britain’s fi rst four-time world champ ran a competition to fi nd his 

2017 design. After his title success he’ll need an update for 2018…

FINISHING STRAIGHT

My helmet design this year came from 

a competition I ran on Instagram, which 

attracted over 8,000 entries and was won by 

Raí Caldato from Brazil. It’s a nice evolution of 

previous designs, with three stripes on the sides 

accompanied by three stars that represent my 

championship wins [which was correct at the 

start of the 2017 season]. The green, yellow and 

blue are the colours of Brazil as a tribute to my 

racing hero, Ayrton Senna. 

There’s yellow throughout, reminding me of 

my helmets in the past, balanced in this design 

with candy apple red. I’ve always led with yellow 

on my helmets and this goes back to my early 

days because my dad wanted to be able to see

me clearly when I was karting and I was on

the far side of the circuit: he wanted to know

that I was alright.
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Seiko Boutique
57 Brompton Road, Knightsbridge, London SW3 1DP  TEL: 020 3105 6212


