
THEMASTERPIXELMEDIAMANXNATIONAL RALLY 2019

ICONIC STAGES
The MANX NATIONAL RALLY is a closed road special
stage event covering some of the most iconic stages
in Europe - fast and challenging for both man and
machine.

EVENT TRAVEL OFFERS
FANTASTIC OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 3 NIGHTS’
ACCOMMODATION STARTING FROM £88 PER PERSON.

Travel and 2 nights’ accomodation rates are available
on request from Isle of Man Event Services, the official
travel partner of the 2019 Masterpixel Media Manx
National Rally.

3 NIGHTS - SAVING 40%
Ferry travel and accommodation from

FOOT PASSENGER - £88PP
CAR PLUS 4 - £100 PP
CAR PLUS 2 - £114 PP

To book or to enquire about this offer,
please contact Isle of Man Event Services.
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Bottas and the Silve s on top in Australia
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KARTINGCALENDAR
FIND OUT WHERE TO SEE THE STARS OF TOMORROW IN 2019

Championship index

NO CHAMPIONSHIP
1 C K FIAWorldChamp onsh p
2 C K FIAWorldJuniorChamp onsh p
3 C K FIAWorldKZChampionship
4 C K FIA InternationalKZ2SuperCup
5 CIK FIAEuropeanChamp onsh p
6 CIK FIAEuropeanJun orChampionship
7 CIK FIAEuropeanKZChampionship
8 CIK F AEu opeanKZ2Champ onsh p
9 CIK F AEnduranceChamp onsh p
10 CIK F AKa tingAcademyTrophy
11 WSKSuperMasterSeries
12 WSKF nalCup
13 RotaxMaxChallengeEu oTrophy
14 SKUSASuperNationals
15 K tingUKBr tishRotaxKartingChampionships

ships

Championshipsataglance
DATE EVENT
CIK FIA World Championship
Sept 5 8 Alaha ma (FIN)

CIK FIA World Junior Championsh p
Sept 5 8 Alaharma (F N)

CIK FIA World KZ Championship
Sept 19 22 Lonato South Garda ITA)

CIK FIA European Championsh p
Apr l 18 21 Ange v lle (FRA)
May 16 19 Genk (BEL)
May 30 June 2 Kr stianstad SWE)
July 18 21 Le Mans (FRA)

CIK FIA European Junior Championship
April 18 21 Angervi le (FRA)
M 16 19 Genk (BEL)

K t nstad (SWE

March

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
21 24 Sarno Italy 11
23 Blackbushe 45
23 24 Fu beck 18
23 24 Shenington 23
23 24 ThreeS ste s 29 30
23 24 Wh ltonMi l 36
24 Teesside 53
30 31 PF Internat onal 15
30 31 MansellRaceway 42
30 31 Wh ltonM ll 50
31 Fulbeck 28

May

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
2 5 Wackersdo f 7 8 10

Germany
4 5 Row ah 18 50
4 5 PF International 19
4 5 Llandow 23
4 5 Fulbeck 48
5 ForestEdge 34
5 R ss ngto

June

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
1 2 PF International
1 2 Don ngtonPark 20
1 2 Glan Y Gors 46
2 ForestEdge 34
2 R ss ngton 35
7 9 La khall 16
8 9 Glan Y Gors 18
8 9 Shen ngton 22
8 9 Kimbo ton 27

Rowrah 21 31
3

October

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
5 6 PF Internat onal 25
6 ForestEdge 34
12 BuckmorePark 47
12 13 Wombwell 50
12 13 LeMans France 51
13 Kimbolton 27
13 Rowrah 31
13 ClayPigeon 33
18 20 Larkha l 32
19 E loughPark 43
19 20 Wh ltonMi l 17
19 20 Bayfo dMeadows 21 40 41
19 20 Llandow 22
19 20 RedLodge 23
19 20 HootonPa k 44
19 20 Tattersha l 48
20 Shenington 26

April

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
5 6 Bishopscourt 20
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DATE EVENT
DATE EVENT
Karting UK British IAME Karting Championships
April 12-14 PF International
May 10-12 Shenington
June 7-9 Larkhall
July 12-14 Rowrah
Aug 23-25 Three Sisters
Sept 27-29 Whilton Mill

Karting UK British TKM Karting Championships
April 27-28 PF International
May 18-19 Rissington
June 22-23 Fulbeck
July 27-28 Shenington
Sept 7-8 Kimbolton
Oct 19-20 Whilton Mill

Super One Series
March 23-24 Fulbeck
May 4-5 Rowrah

MAGICMER IN MELBOURNE Bottas took a fourth career victory

Bottas headed a Mercedes-Benz 1-2

INS

HYUNDAI TOPS WEST 
CORK RALLY P22

OPENS HIS 
BRC ACCOUNT

By Matt James

Australian Grand Prix winner 
Valtteri Bottas has hit back at 
his critics after he dominated 
the opening round of the 
Formula 1 season.

The Finn led from the start of  the 
race to finish more than 20 seconds 
clear of  team-mate Lewis Hamilton 
and the rest. He also vanquished 
a perceived pre-race threat from 
Ferrari. The Italian team’s drivers, 
Sebastian Vettel and Charles 
Leclerc, could only manage 
fourth and fifth place.

Bottas said: “Even though there 
will be difficult times during every 
season, you always remember 
the good ones, and you get strength 
from knowing that you’ll be able 
to do something like today.

“Obviously having a year without 
a win, without getting the absolute 
result you wanted, this is going to 
be a big boost for this year.”
Full story, p2-3
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ByMattJames

AustralianGrandPrix
winnerValtteriBottassays
hisswearingreactionto
claiminghis firstGPwinsince
2017wasaresponsetoall the
negativitysurroundinghis
struggles lastseason.

TheFinn’slastvictorywasat
AbuDhabiinthefinalraceof
theseasontwoyearsagoand
helimpedtofifthinthepoints,
whileteam-mateLewisHamilton
poweredtohisfifthworld
championshipcrown,in2018.

Aftercrossingthelinein
Melbourne,Bottaswasbeing
congratulatedbyhisengineer
onthepits-to-carradio.The
29-year-oldreplied:“Towhom
itmayconcern,f**kyou”.

Bottaswonaheadof histeam-
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Last win was Abu Dhabi, 2017

Bottas is now on top of the world championship after opening his account in Australia

mate Hamilton in a dominant 
display by the German-owned 
team. Ferrari had been expected 
to be the form team following a 
strong test programme, but the 
Scuderia’s cars were fourth 
and fifth, behind Max Verstappen’s 
Red Bull-Honda.

Critics panned
Bottas, who took his fourth career 
win, said that his reaction over 
the radio had not been planned 
and it was in response to the 
criticism he had suffered over 
the last 12 months.

“[The words] just came, I just 
wanted to send my best regards,” 
Bottas explained. “That’s it. 
Honestly, I didn’t think about it 
or plan it, it just came. Obviously 
there are many people who support 
you, and honestly I appreciate that 
a lot. There are many people 
around me, supporting me.

“There are always ups and 
downs, and you can really see the 
true support quite easily. And 
then through the difficult times 
there’s the other part, which is 
a lot more negative. That’s their 
weakness, so it’s fine.”

Bottas refused to name who 
he had targeted with his words, 
although he said that his detractors 
would know who they were. He 
also added that the comments 
in 2018 hurt him, although they 
might not have been unfair.

Bottas said: “I can’t say unfair, 
because everyone can say what 
they really want. Just for whom 
it may concern, maybe they should 
look in the mirror sometimes and 
think actually why they do that. 
For me it’s OK now.

“It would be quite a long list [to 
name the people it was directed at], 
unfortunately, that’s how it goes. 
I’m sure the people to who it was, 
they would know it.”

Confidence high
Bottas said that the dominant win, 
with a margin of  20 seconds, would 
be a big boost to his confidence for 
the early part of  the campaign. 

His win also means he is leading 
the F1 World Championship for 
the first time in his career. His 
best championship finish was 
when he placed third in 2017.

Bottas said: “In sport, and 
especially this sport, the 
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Bottas dominated from
the start at Albert Park
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HEADLINE NEWS
Potty-mouthed Merc racer says he is on the cusp of a great season

Photos:  LAT

BOTTAS:
AUSTRALIAN GP WIN WILL 
SILENCE THE CRITICS

HOW THE F1 FINN STOLE A MARCH PAGE 4

confidence you get from the 
results is massive, and it can 
boost you a lot.

“Even though there will be 
difficult times during every 
season, you always remember
the  good ones, and you get 
strength from knowing that you’ll
be able to do something like today.

“Obviously having a year 
without a win, without getting the 
absolute result you wanted, this is 
going to be a big boost for this year.

“A perfect start to the year, very 
different to last year, so we just 
need to really keep it up and build 
from what we’ve learned as a team
this weekend and from myself.”

Hamilton’s struggle
Mercedes said that it had found 
some damage to the floor of  
Hamilton’s W10 after the race, 
and it thought that it had 
compromised the world 
champion’s pace. 

The team was not sure how the 
damage had occurred, but said 
that it could have been by hitting 
debris or running across a kerb. 
The damage was on the left rear 
corner of  the car.

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff says that
his drivers decided to chase the extra
point for fastest lap against his
pre-race orders.

Bottas landed the fastest lap on the
penultimate tour to earn the bonus
mark, which has been re-introduced
into the championship for the
2019 season.

Wolff said that he had asked the
drivers not to chase the point, fearing
it could compromise the race positions.

Wolff said: “In the morning meeting
when we talked about strategy, I
forbade them to go for the fastest lap if
we were running first, second or third.
They ignored me – all of them!

“I think it was a plot between the
engineers and the drivers, because
the engineers were keen. I need to
reconstruct the radio calls and
how that happened.”

Although he was pleased that Bottas
landed the point – which will also count
towards the constructors’ title race –
he said he still had concerns.

“I believe that it is taking risks,”
added Wolff. “Especially when
you’re aiming for the big points –
should you go for the fastest lap?

“But then, maybe my reference
point in keeping control of a car is
my own driving and not the level of
the Formula 1 drivers. I didn’t like
it so much.”

Bottas said that it was the extent of
his advantage at the head of the pack
that enabled him to chase the extra
point, and there was even a discussion
about a late-race pitstop to swap to
fresher tyres.

“I asked about a possible stop, but it
is something that we actually spoke
about before the race,” said Bottas.
“It was the first race of the season and
we don’t want to do silly mistakes, we
want to be slightly on the conservative
side with some preparations.

“I just decided in the last few laps,
even though I was in traffic, to try
and find a bit of a gap. I am glad I got
it, so it’s obviously one point more.”

Wolff: My drivers didn’t listen to me

Can you hear me? Wolff was ignored by drivers

Hamilton struggled for pace

Hamilton had been dominant 
in qualifying, setting a time 
more than 0.7s clear of  his rival 
teams. However, after being 
beaten away from the line, he was 
unable to match his team-mate.

Speaking after the race 
Hamilton said that he had some 
ideas about why he had struggled 
with his car, having not being 
totally happy with its balance.

“Valtteri did an exceptional 
job throughout the race so 
congratulations to him,” said 
Hamilton. “After that it was just 
about bringing the car home.

“I wasn’t entirely happy with 
the balance I had but it wasn’t 
the end of  the world. It wasn’t a 
problem for me to finish second.”

Hamilton had been fastest in 
all three practice sessions at 
Albert Park and took pole.



Ferrari had no answers to the speed of Mercedes-BenzValtteri Bottas set fastest lap to secure maximum points from the weekend
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Mercedes-Benz rips up the pre-season formbook in Melbourne

Where did Ferrari’s
advantage go?
Sebastian Vettel aptly summed up what 
many fans were thinking when he piped 
up on the radio in the closing quarter of  
the Australian Grand Prix: “Why are 
we so slow?” 

Ferrari had looked by far the strongest 
team throughout pre-season testing – 
hardened calculator-bashers estimated 
the team had half  a second or more per 
lap in hand over Mercedes – but the 
silver cars were on scarily imperious 
form in Melbourne.

Lewis Hamilton topped every session 
in the build-up to the race, but when the 
lights went out it was team-mate Valtteri 
Bottas who hooked up more crisply from 
the line, shooting into a lead he would 
only give up briefly during the pitstop 
phase. Ultimately the outcome of  the 
grand prix was decided by a transient 
moment of  wheelspin for Hamilton 
and the determination of  Bottas to 
prove his detractors wrong (or as he 
put it on team radio, “To whom it may 
concern, f**k you…”).

“We should be better than this,” 
was Vettel’s verdict after a qualifying 
session in which just a tenth of  a 
second separated Hamilton and 
Bottas on the front row, while Vettel 
was seven tenths adrift. “I’m certainly 
surprised. I think everybody is, 
probably even Mercedes themselves.”

Worse still, the Ferraris were split 
by the Red Bull of  Max Verstappen in 
fourth place, but that was more a factor 
of  Charles Leclerc doing what he 
himself  described as “a very bad job” in 
his last Q3 run. Vettel suggested that the 
different track conditions compared 
with testing could have been a factor 
in Ferrari losing the poise and grip it 
demonstrated in Barcelona.

“We have probably something 
like 10-15 degrees more ambient 
[temperature], a hotter track, and a 
different circuit, so overall different 
conditions,” he said after qualifying. 
“But the car felt really good in testing 
and probably around here this weekend 
so far it didn’t feel as good yet.”

Team principal Mattia Binotto 
suggested that the characteristics of  
the Albert Park circuit itself  didn’t 
suit the SF90.

Come the race is was Verstappen who 
posed the biggest threat to Mercedes’ 
dominance. Vettel moved across on him 
away from the starting line to claim the 
inside line into Turn 1, also seeing off  
an attempt by Leclerc to go around 
them both. But Vettel was already 7s off  
second-placed Hamilton when Ferrari 
brought him in for medium-compound 
Pirellis on lap 15, a move that prompted 
Mercedes to bring Hamilton in to cover 
the potential undercut. The new tyres 
weren’t to the world champion’s liking 
and he struggled to match Bottas’s 
pace thereafter, complaining that the 
pitstop had been too early.

Vettel was in no position to challenge, 
though, and he was a sitting duck for 
Verstappen after the Red Bull pitted on 
lap 26. Late in the race he slipped into 
the clutches of  Leclerc, but Ferrari 
ordered the cars to hold station, and 
they crossed the finishing line 50s 
behind Bottas while Verstappen 
harried Hamilton all the way.

“Honestly, coming to Melbourne we 
didn’t know whether the pace was 
good enough or not,” said Mercedes 
team boss Toto Wolff. “It was a bit of  a 
surprise the advantage we had, and a 
bit of  a surprise at the non-pace Ferrari 
had. Probably the truth is somewhere in 
the middle, they took a wrong junction 
on set-up and we got things right.”Bottas stroked to 

an easy victory

MERC TURNS
ITS FORM 
AROUND

FIVE KEY TALKING POINTS 
FROM MELBOURNE

AUSTRALIAN GP REPORT
 STUART
CODLING
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ROUND
RACE FACTS Results © 2019 Formula One Administration Ltd

WILL FERRARI BE ABLE TO HAUL
IN MERC? BAHRAIN MARCH 31NEXT RACE

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

RESULTS
FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 1/20
POS DRIVERS NAT CAR-ENGINE TIME
1 Valtteri Bottas FIN Mercedes 1h25m27.325s
2 Lewis Hamilton GBR Mercedes +20.886s
3 Max Verstappen NLD Red Bull-Honda +22.520s
4 Sebastian Vettel DEU Ferrari +57.109s
5 Charles Leclerc MCO Ferrari +58.230s
6 Kevin Magnussen DNK Haas-Ferrari +1m27.156s
7 Nico Hulkenberg DEU Renault -1 lap
8 Kimi Raikkonen FIN Alfa Romeo-Ferrari -1 lap
9 Lance Stroll CAN Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
10 Daniil Kvyat RUS Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
11 Pierre Gasly FRA Red Bull-Honda -1 lap
12 Lando Norris GBR McLaren-Renault -1 lap
13 Sergio Perez MEX Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
14 Alexander Albon THA Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
15 Antonio Giovinazzi ITA Alfa Romeo-Ferrari -1 lap
16 George Russell GBR Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
17 Robert Kubica POL Williams-Mercedes -3 laps
R Romain Grosjean FRA Haas-Ferrari L29/wheel hub
R Daniel Ricciardo AUS Renault L28/precautionary
R Carlos Sainz ESP McLaren-Renault L9/power unit

Winner’s average speed 134.187mph Lap leaders: Bottas 1-22; Verstappen 23-24; Bottas 25-58

DRIVERS
POS DRIVER PTS
1 Valtteri Bottas 26
2 Lewis Hamilton 18
3 Max Verstappen 15
4 Sebastian Vettel 12
5 Charles Leclerc 10
6 Kevin Magnussen 8
7 Nico Hulkenberg 6
8 Kimi Raikkonen 4
9 Lance Stroll 2
10 Daniil Kvyat 1

CONSTRUCTORS
POS CONSTRUCTOR PTS
1 Mercedes 44
2 Ferrari 22
3 Red Bull-Honda 15
4 Haas-Ferrari 8
5 Renault 6
6 Alfa Romeo-Ferrari 4
7 Racing Point-Mercedes 2
8 Toro Rosso-Honda 1
9 McLaren-Renault 0
10 Williams-Mercedes 0

QUALIFYING
POS DRIVER TIME
1 Hamilton 1m20.486s
2 Bottas 1m20.598s
3 Vettel 1m21.190s
4 Verstappen 1m21.320s
5 Leclerc 1m21.442s
6 Grosjean 1m21.826s
7 Magnussen 1m22.099s
8 Norris 1m22.304s
9 Raikkonen 1m22.314s
10 Perez 1m22.781s

POS DRIVER TIME
11 Hulkenberg 1m22.562s
12 Ricciardo 1m22.570s
13 Albon 1m22.636s
14 Giovinazzi 1m22.714s
15 Kvyat 1m22.774s
16 Stroll 1m23.017s
17 Gasly 1m23.020s
18 Sainz 1m23.084s
19 Russell 1m24.360s
20 Kubica 1m26.067s

BOTTAS 1m25.580sFASTEST LAP ON LAP 57 (AVERAGE SPEED: 138.612MPH)

Damage upset 
Hamilton’s Merc

TYRE
CHOICE
Prime
SUPERSOFT

Prime
SOFT

Option
MEDIUM

AUSTRALIA
Circuit: Albert Park, Melbourne Laps: 58
Race distance: 191.126 miles Lap: 3.295 miles
Lap record: Michael Schumacher 2004, 1m24.125s
2018winner:SebastianVettel (Ferrari)

DRS timing line

Drag Reduction System activation zones

Haasmightnotbe
thebestof therest
KevinMagnussenfinishedsixthfor
HaasinAustralia,therebyclaiming
‘ClassB’victoryamongthosemidfield
outfitscastslightlyadrift fromthetop
threeteams.Butthatmaynotbean
accuratereflectionof thepecking
orderinwhatisshapinguptobea
brutalscrapforthepickingsinthe
backhalf of thetop10.

Testingformsuggestedthat
Renaultwastheclearleader
here,butNicoHulkenbergand
DanielRicciardoqualified11th
and12thafterbeingeliminatedin
Q2.Ricciardoadmittedthathedidn’t
extract“100%”of hiscar’spotential,
citingalackof confidenceinthe
gripavailable,whileHulkenberg

hadanelectricalproblem.
RomainGrosjeanandMagnussen

startedsixthandseventhaheadof
LandoNorris’sMcLaren,Kimi
Raikkonen’sAlfaRomeoandRacing
Point’sSergioPerez.Magnussengot
byhisteam-mateatthestartbutit
wouldbeHulkenbergwhoprovided
histoughestoppositionforsixthplace.
Grosjeanretiredwhenanincorrectly
fittedfront-leftwheelcamelooseafter
hisstop,whileHulkenbergjumped
NorrisandRaikkonenatthestart.

HulkenbergpressuredMagnussen
inthemiddleof theracebeforefading
lateon,whileRaikkonenwasforced
topitearly–compromisinghisrace–
whenavisortear-off lodgedinoneof
hisbrakeducts.Hestillmanagedto
finishunderHulkenberg’srearwing.

McLarenshows
signsofrecovery
EighteenmonthsonfromMcLaren’s
costlyandacrimoniousdivorcefrom
Honda,theteam’sshareholders
mightnotbepleasedtoseeaRedBull
adornedwiththebig‘H’finishing
onthepodium.Still, thereweresome

Why Williams 
turnaround “will 
take months”  
If  you thought testing looked pretty 
miserable for Williams, avert your 
eyes now because it isn’t going to
 get any better soon. British rookie 
George Russell and Robert Kubica 
qualified last in Melbourne by an 
alarming degree: Russell, the 
reigning F2 champion, was 1.2s 
slower than the next slowest 
qualifier, 18th -placed Carlos 
Sainz. Kubica was a further 1.7s 
off  and compounded his woe by 
biffing the wall and taking his right-
rear tyre off  its rim on his final run.

Predictably, come Sunday they 
were the last runners home, Russell 
two laps down and Kubica three laps. 
A strategic gamble to start Kubica on 

Gaslyghastliness
masksRedBullgains
MaxVerstappenclaimedRedBull’s
firstpodiuminAustraliasinceDaniel
Ricciardofinishedsecondontheroad
(subsequentlydisqualified)in2014.
Itwasalsothefirstpodiumfora
Honda-poweredcarintheV6era.

Thequestionishowmuch,if atall,
RedBullhasgainedrelativetoFerrari
andMercedesintermsof chassisand
engineperformance,andhowmuch
Hondaiscontributingtothepicture.

Verstappen’sweekendwas
compromisedfromtheoff bya
problemwithhisfuelcellthat
requiredanovernightchassis
changeafterFridaypractice,and
duringqualifyingtheRB15looked
likeacarfromwhichthedriverhad
toextractalaptimeunderduress.

WhileVerstappenqualifiedfourth,
PierreGaslystarted17thafteran
attempttogothroughQ1withone
setof tyreswentawryandhewas

bumpedoutbyaslewof driverswho
improvedlateon.Cometheracea
strategicgambletorunalongfirst
stintonmediumsalmostelevated
himintothepoints,butToroRosso’s
DaniilKvyatslippedbyatTurn3
whileGaslywasonhisout-lap.

The Haas cars showed speed

MaxVerstappen jumpedVettel

the hard tyres came to nothing when 
he arrived at Turn 1 with even less 
grip than expected and he skittered 
into Carlos Sainz’s McLaren, losing 
his nose.

“It was not the easiest one,” said 
Kubica. “I was the only one starting 
on the hard tyres. So it was rather 
more a test for us to get more data.”

Lack of spares forced both drivers 
to run conservatively, and Russell 
divulged that the troubled car has a 
“fundamental” issue. 

“We understand what that is, but it 
doesn’t mean we can wake up on 
Monday morning and rectify it,” he 
said. “To change something so 
fundamental will take months.”

reasons to be cheerful, even though 
Carlos Sainz retired from the race 
and Lando Norris was unable to 
parlay eighth on the grid into a 
points-paying position.

Last season’s MCL33 was 
comfortably among the worst cars 
on the grid, and one that laid bare the 
myths McLaren insiders had spun 
to delude themselves that all their 
problems were Honda’s doing. The 
MCL34 might not be at the head of  the 
midfield pack but the team appears to 
be in better shape than it did during 
testing. Norris was surprised to 
qualify eighth (even McLaren CEO 

Zak Brown said he “exceeded where 
we were going to qualify”), while 
Sainz’s Saturday performance is 
difficult to quantify because he 
was eliminated in Q1 after a lap 
compromised by an encounter 
with Robert Kubica’s 
three-wheeled Williams.

Norris lost two places at the start, 
but what really cost him was a long 
post-stop spell when he was stuck 
behind the Alfa Romeo of Antonio 
Giovinazzi. Perhaps in a bid to 
protect Raikkonen from Norris, 
Alfa extended Giovinazzi’s stint to 
the detriment of  his race.Norris shone on his F1 debut

Verstappen was 0.834s off  
Hamilton’s pole time, having 
been just seven tenths off  in 2018, 
but rivals suggested that Red Bull’s 
performance envelope had changed 
a great deal.

“I felt Honda has certainly made a 
huge step forward,” said Mercedes’ 
Toto Wolff. “If  you look at the speed 
trace, it looks a very different Red 
Bull than before. They’re very fast on 
the straights and that’s good to see.”

Gasly and Kvyat (also Honda-
powered) were quickest through 
the speed trap, 6mph up on the race 
winner, while Verstappen blitzed by 
Vettel and challenged Hamilton for 
second – although the Mercedes 
had picked up some floor damage.

“We couldn’t pull it [second place] 
off  but in general I’m very happy to 
be on the podium,” said Verstappen. 
“If  I just compared top speeds against 
the other two teams, I’m very pleased 
with that.”

Kubica’s return 
was dramatic



Williams has had a nightmare start

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
‘Gasly needs time’
Red Bull Formula 1 team principal 
Christian Horner insisted new 
signing Pierre Gasly must be 
‘given time’ after his disappointing 
Australian Grand Prix. Gasly was 
eliminated from qualifying in Q1 
when Red Bull was caught out by 
track evolution, and could only 
recover to 11th in the race. Horner 
said: “It’s still early days. There’s 
always pressure in Formula 1 but 
I thought he drove a good race. 
He just needs a straightforward 
weekend. He built his way into the 
weekend very well, his feedback’s 
very strong. We know he’s got the 
pace, we’ve just got to give the 
kid a bit of time and it’ll come 
right for him.”

Team orders
Ferrari told Charles Leclerc to stay 
behind Sebastian Vettel in Formula 1’s 
season-opening Australian Grand Prix 
because there was “no reason” to take 
a risk fighting over fourth place. Leclerc, 
making his Ferrari debut, caught his four-
time world champion team-mate in the 
closing stages of the grand prix. He 
asked if he should stay behind Vettel, 
who was on older tyres, and was told 
“yes, and back off to have some margin”. 
Ferrari boss Mattia Binotto said: “I think 
10 laps to the end, we decided not to 
take any risks and hold positions, bring 
the cars home and score points.”

Ferrari lacking grip
Sebastian Vettel says his Ferrari 
F1 car had “way less grip” in the 
Australian Grand Prix than it did 
during pre-season testing at 
Barcelona. Vettel was able to stay 
with Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton in 
the early part of last Sunday’s race, 
but fell back in his second stint 
and was passed by the Red Bull 
of Max Verstappen. Asked what 
was different about the Melbourne 
weekend compared to testing, 
Vettel replied: “If you want to be 
fair, then way less grip. In Barcelona 
we were very happy with the car 
right from day one. All weekend 
I didn’t get that confidence that I 
had in Barcelona so I didn’t have 
the car underneath to play around. 
It wasn’t doing what I was asking.”

Kvyat’s fightback
Toro Rosso returnee Daniil Kvyat said 
he “pushed like an animal” to recover 
from an error and score a point on his 
F1comeback in theAustralianGrand
Prix. Inhis firstF1racesince the2017
UnitedStatesGP17monthsago,
Kvyatcamefrom15thon thegrid to
finish10th.Hegainedgroundwitha
long firststint, thenovercameatrip
through theTurn3gravelwhile trying
toovertakeLanceStroll’sRacingPoint
before repassingPierreGasly’sRed
Bullon itsout-lap. “I thought, ‘Oh, it
mightbe that the race is lost’,but then
Iwenton,”saidKvyat. “ Itwashard to
staycool,but then Ipushed likean
animal for thenext few lapsand Iwas
onhisbackagain ineightornine laps.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Russell says Williams has found a “fundamental” fault with its 2019 car
Williams has found a 
“fundamental” fault with its 
2019 Formula 1 car that can 
get it closer to the pace, 
reckons George Russell, but it 
could take months to resolve.

The team was at the bottom 
of the timesheets throughout 
the Australian Grand Prix 
weekend and was 1.3 seconds 

adrift of  the next slowest 
car in qualifying.

But Russell said a major 
issue has been identified 
that could provide a decent 
step forward.

“There is one fundamental 
which I don’t want to discuss 
publicly,” said Russell. “We 
understand what that is, but 

it doesn’t mean we can wake 
up on Monday morning and 
rectify it.

“To change something 
so fundamental will take 
months of  development, 
work in the simulator and 
designers working out how 
to do it, and that is what needs 
to be done at the moment.”

It was a difficult weekend for 
Russell’s team-mate Robert 
Kubica on his F1 comeback. 
The Pole hit the wall in 
qualifying and was nearly 2s 
behind Russell. Then at the 
start of  the race he struggled 
to see the lights and damaged 
his front wing in a collision 
with Pierre Gasly’s Red Bul l.

TRIBUTES POUR IN FOR
CHARLIE WHITING
F1 world’s shock at race director’s death

Photos: LAT

By Adam Cooper

Former Formula 1 deputy race 
director Herbie Blash has 
described his longtime colleague 
and close friend Charlie Whiting 
as “irreplaceable”.

The paddock was shocked last 
Thursday by the news that race 
director Charlie Whiting died 
overnight following a pulmonary 
embolism in Melbourne. He was 66.

Blash, who was then Brabham’s 
team manager, gave Whiting a job as
 a mechanic in 1978. The pair worked 
together at Brabham for nearly 10 
years in a spell that included two world 
championship titles for Nelson Piquet.

When Whiting became the FIA’s F1 
race director in the 1990s Blash joined 
him as deputy, and the two worked side-
by-side in race control for over 20 years.

“Most importantly two young 
children have lost the most loving and 
adorable father,” said Blash. “And he 
was, he just devoted everything to the 

kids. He spent the last week with them.
“As for the loss to F1, Charlie really 

is irreplaceable by one person. He’s 
going to be greatly, greatly missed 
for a long time to come. 

“He did so many things, the circuit 
inspections, the technical rules – 
Charlie was the one guy all the teams 
could go to to talk about the regulations.

“The nice thing is that his legacy will 
continue when you look at things like 
the halo and all the other work that 
Charlie did in the way of safety.”

Former Brabham owner Bernie 
Ecclestone also paid tribute to Whiting, 
who rose from test team mechanic 
to chief  engineer during his spell 
with the team.

“He had a lot of  influence on the team 
and we got on very well,” Ecclestone 
said. “We never had to have any 
arguments about anything. Charlie was 
the sort of  guy I felt comfortable with.

“If  Charlie said to me, ‘Good morning,’ 
I would know it was before 12 o’clock. 
You didn’t have to question him. Which 

is good, when you’re working with 
people like that, you feel comfortable 
and they feel comfortable.

“He’s going to be really, really 
missed, because in the end people 
didn’t know how much he did.

“It wasn’t just being the race director, 
but also the safety and so on. He used 
to write a lot of  the regulations, and 
he was meticulous in all the things he 
did like that. He could be trusted.”

Teams and drivers from across F1 
have also paid tribute to Whiting.

Sebastian Vettel said: “I was as 
shocked as we all still are now, 
especially because I spoke to him 
yesterday [Wednesday, the day 
before Whiting died] and walked the 
track for the first couple of  corners 
together with him. 

“I have known him for a long time 
and he has sort of  been our man, the 
drivers’ man. He was a racer. He was 
just a very nice guy.”

Haas team boss Gunther Steiner 
added: “It’s a very sad moment. I was 

very emotional when I heard about 
it. I thought this cannot be true. 

“Charlie was a very big part of  this 
sport. We all knew him, he was always 
polite. He never had anything bad to 
say. Which is amazing from a person, 
especially in his job. My condolences 
to his family because he was too young 
to go.

“He was a friend of  Haas, a personal 
friend. I would say without the help 
of  Charlie in the beginning, five years 
ago, here to advise us how to do things 
best, we wouldn’t be here. I’ve got a lot 
of  respect for what he did.”

Whiting held a number of  different 
roles, including race director, 
permanent starter and safety 
delegate. Following his death, 
the FIA named Michael Masi, 
one of  two deputy race directors, 
in all three positions.

Masi is a former Supercars official 
who worked as Whiting’s deputy at 
several grands prix last year. 
Additional reporting by Scott Mitchell

Whiting was well 
respected in F1
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There was a special tribute from the drivers ahead of Australian GP



ToyotadriversFernando
Alonso, Kazuki Nakajima 
and Sebastien Buemi took 
their first World Endurance 
Championship race win 
since last year’s Le Mans 
24 Hours in the Sebring 
1000 Miles last weekend .

The crew were handed a 
clear path to victory when 
Jose Maria Lopez’s sister 
TS050 HYBRID lost two laps 
after making contact with the 
TF Sport GTE Am class Aston 
Martin of  Jonny Adam in the 
fifthhourof therace.Thecar

LopezshareswithMike
Conway and Kamui Kobayashi 
had been right in the hunt, 
trailing by just a few seconds.

Heavy rain in the final 30 
minutes prompted both Toyotas 
to change to wet tyres, and 
then again to extreme wets, 
but a late spin for Nakajima in 
treacherous conditions was not 
costly as the race ended under
 a safety car. Alonso, Nakajima 
and Buemi now lead the drivers’ 
standings by 15 points heading 
into the final two rounds.

Completingthepodiumwere

BrendonHartley,Vitaly
Petrov and Mikhail Aleshin in 
SMP Racing’s BR Engineering 
BR1, 11 laps down on the 
winning Toyota.

Jackie Chan DC Racing trio 
David Heinemeier Hansson, 
Jordan King and Will Stevens 
took a dominant LMP2 victory, 
finishing fourth overall. 
Ex-Formula 1 driver Anthony 
Davidson was third in class, 
alongside Pastor Maldonado 
and Roberto Gonzalez.

Porsche took victory in the 
GTEProclassasGianmaria

BruniandRichardLietztook
full advantage of  the late rain 
to beat Alexander Sims, Martin 
Tomczyk and Nicky Catsburg’s 
BMW and the Ford GT of Andy 
Priaulx, Harry Tincknell and 
Jonathan Bomarito.
● Alonso will test at Texas 
Motor Speedway next month 
in preparation for his second 
attempt at the Indianapolis 
500. Alonso is targeting victory 
to complete the triple crown, 
following his Le Mans success 
and Monaco Grand Prix wins 
in2006and2007.

ActionExpressRacingtrio
FelipeNasr PipoDerani

anear-faultlessruntowin
theSebring12HoursIMSA
SportsCarraceheldseparately
overthesameweekend.

Afterheavyrainensuredthe
racestartedundercaution,
thewinningCadillacDPi.V-R

movedintotheleadattheend
of thefirsthourandmaintained
itsadvantagedespiteseveral
safetycarperiods.

Thesistercarof Brendon
Hartley,JoaoBarbosaandFilipe
Albuquerquecompletedanall-

CadillacpodiumbehindWayne
TaylorRacing’sDaytona24
Hours-winningexample.

VictoryinGTLMwentto
thePorsche911RSRsharedby
NickTandy,PatrickPiletand
FredericMakowiecki.

ALONSO, BUEMI AND NAKAJIMA
RETURN TO WEC WINNING WAYS

‘BTC Racing aiming
for the big time’’
BTCC feature, p24

T
he sudden death of 
Formula 1 race director 
Charlie Whiting four 
days before the 
Australian Grand Prix 
not only robbed motor 

racing of a much-loved and well-
respected individual, it also served 
as a quiet warning to those who 
globetrot as part of the F1 circus. 

Whiting, who was 66, joined the FIA 
in the late 1980s as a poacher-turned-
gamekeeper. Since one of his first 
experiences as a mechanic for Brabham 
was the debut of the infamous BT46B 
‘fan car’ at the 1978 Swedish Grand Prix, 
he was the perfect occupant of that role. 
He’d worked on some of the cleverest 
circumventions of the rulebook with his 
own hands.

As F1 grew flush with cigarette money and 
manufacturer investment, the demands on 
Whiting grew far beyond any level he could 
have anticipated. And with ever greater car 
performance came heightened risks for the 
sport’s personnel, and it’s this field perhaps 
more than any other that will define Whiting’s 
legacy. His twin roles as technical and safety 
delegate put him at the centre of conflicting 
demands and forces and ensured he was 
permanently under scrutiny. Paranoid 
competitors are always inclined to read 
bias into any regulatory decision; likewise 
any whiff of complacency around safety 
draws understandably negative attention.

For over 30 years Whiting navigated 
these choppy waters. It’s a testament to 
his effectiveness in his many roles that 
teams trusted him to preside over technical 
matters without fear or favour. Similarly, 
while the drivers often kicked back against 
judgements over prosaic matters such as 
short-cutting chicanes or breaching track 
limits, they trusted him implicitly to keep 
them safe.

Ultimately, Whiting’s greatest 
achievement was to be the invisible 
guiding hand that prevented calamity. 
Lives have been saved and injuries 
prevented because of procedures laid 
down by Whiting or sagacious calls from 
race control in moments of crisis. Grands 
prix pass so seamlessly that you only notice 
the rare slips, such as the stray fire truck 
during the 2013 Korean Grand Prix.

So Charlie leaves big boots to fill. And also, 
for those who would follow his mantra of 
avoiding complacency, a word of caution. 
He was struck down by a pulmonary 
embolism, one of the prime causes of which 
is deep vein thrombosis – a phenomenon 
often brought about by air travel. Now, 
correlation does not equal causation, but 
as the sport’s commercial rights holders 
plot future calendars stretching to 25 or 
more races, those members of the circus 
who must jam themselves into economy 
seats for long stretches week in, week 
out, should take this as a warning…

F1 RACING EXECUTIVE EDITOR

“Whiting’s deat
serves as a 
quiet warning”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Vergne and Techeetah need to halt “negative spiral” in Formula E
ReigningFormulaEchampion
Jean-EricVergnesaysthatheand
hisTecheetahteamneedtochange
the“negativespiral”thathashurt
their2018/19seasontodate.

Vergnefinished13thintheHong
KongE-Prixafterapenalty,having
onlyqualified18thaftercrashing
inthechangeableconditions.

Itwasthelatestdisappointing
raceforVergneafterpromising
paceinSaudiArabiawasfollowed

byaspininMarrakechand
frustrationwiththehandling
of hiscarinMexico.

“Itwasanightmarerace
honestly,”saidVergne.“What
morecanIsay?Itseemsthatthe
negativespiralkeepsgoingonfor
usandwehavegottochangethat.”

Whileteam-mateAndre
Lottererwasabletoputhimself
intosuperpoleandrace-win
contention,Vergnedoesnot

believethetwowereapartin
rawperformance.

Hesaid:“Whenyouareglued
intrafficandinfreeairit’sa
completelydifferentraceisn’t
it?Thecarwasbehavingwellin
therace,Andredidagoodjob.

“Theproblemnowisthatyou
can’tovertakeinFormulaE.

“Idon’tthinktherehasbeen
asinglecleanovertakewithout
touching[inHongKong].”

SupercarschampionScott
McLaughlincontinuedhis
dominantstart to theseason,
winningthreeof the four
racesatMelbourne inhisFord
Mustang.Buthisunbeaten
streakended inbizarre fashion
afteracrashwithCamWaters
beforeSaturday’s third race,
allowingfellowForddriverChaz
Mostert to topthepodium...Kyle
Busch tookhis200thNASCARwin
byproducingadominantdisplay in
theCupraceatFontana.TheJoe
GibbsRacingToyotadriver led134
of200 laps toclaimhis53rdCup
victory.Recovering fromapitlane
speedingpenalty,Buschbreezed
pastPenskedrivers JoeyLogano
andBradKeselowski...Reigning
DTMchampionandHWA
FormulaEdriverGaryPaffettwill
complete the Intercontinental

GTChallenge inaStrakka
Mercedes-AMGGT3.Following
anouting inFebruary’sBathurst
12Hourseriesopener inacar
runbyCraft-BambooandBlack
Falcon, theBritonwill share
Strakka’s leadcarwith reigning
IGTCchampionTristanVautier
andteamregularLewis
Williamson...Hondawill entera
factorycar for the remainderof this
year’s IntercontinentalGTChallenge
season.TheJASMotorsport
squad,whichplayedakey role in
developmentof theNSXGT3,will
fieldasoloEvoversionof thecar,
withBertrandBaguette,Rengervan
derZandeandMarioFarnbacher
set todrive in thenext roundat
LagunaSeca... IndyCar is in talks
abouta future race inArgentina,
usingtheElVillicumcircuit in
SanJuan.MarkMiles,CEOof

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

McLaughlin has had brilliant start to the Supercars season

IndyCar’s owners, said the 
series is talking to promoter 
Grupo OSD about a race at the 
World Superbike Championship 
venue. IndyCar’s last round held 
outside of North America was 
at Sao Paulo in 2013... Roger 
Penske says his organisation has 

looked at the World Endurance 
Championship’s new hypercar 
regulations, as he seeks to fulfil his 
dream of racing once again at Le 
Mans. Penske has raced twice at 
Le Mans: as a driver in 1963, and 
a team owner in ’71, running 
Ferraris on both occasions... 

Reigning champ has struggled

Action Express trio enjoy faultless run to top all-Cadillac Sebring 12 Hours podium 
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Nasr/Derani/Curran triumphed

Alonso celebrates win

Sebring victory 
for the #8 crew
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ByStephenLickorish

BritishTouringCarsquad
MotorbasePerformancewill return
to thetopclassof thePorsche
CarreraCupGBthisseasonwith
anexpandedtwo-car line-upafter
signingracewinnerLewisPlato
topartnerDanVaughan.

MotorbasemadeitsCarreraCup
comebacklastyearrunningjustone
carformuchof theseasonwithrookie

Vaughanfinishingrunner-upinthe
Pro-Amstandingsandearningthe
‘driverof theyear’accolade.

VaughanwillnowstepuptothePro
classandwillbejoinedbyhisformer
Radicalteam-matePlato–whomade
hisseriesdebutin2016andfinished
fourthinthestandingslastyear.

“Dandidastonkingjoblastyear
onhisowninaone-carteam,”said
MotorbasebossDavidBartrum.“In
ordertotakeDanforwardheneedsa

strongteam-mate.Lewisisideal
becausethey’veracedtogether
beforeasteam-matesinRadicals.

“Onhisownhemanagedtogetdriver
of theyearwhichisphenomenal.I
thinkwewanttogoforthetitlenow.
It’sagreatline-upandgoodtohave
twolike-mindeddrivers.”

Plato,whoconsideredareturnto
enduranceracingforthisyear,added:
“I’mlookingforwardtohopefully
havingasuccessfulyearandshowing

everyonejusthowgoodtheteamreally
is.Realistically,thisyeartheaimisto
win.Of course,therearealways
variablesthatgetinthewayof that,but
I’mreallylookingforwardtogetting
startedandtargetingthetopstep.”
●AlsoracingintheCarreraCupthis
yearwillbereigningGinettaGT4
SupercupchampionCharlieLadell.
The22-year-oldwillbecompeting
withRobBostonRacingalongside
fellowGinettagraduateTomRoche.

MOTORBASE SIGNS PLATO IN
EXPANDED CARRERA CUP ENTRY

Green decides against F4 campaign, instead choosing Ginettas

BTCC racers Plato and Blundell get to grips with their new cars for the first time
BritishTouringCarChampionship
racersJasonPlatoandnewcomerMark
Blundellgottogripswiththeir2019cars
forthefirsttimeduringtestinglastweek.

PlatodrovethePowerMaxedRacing
VauxhallAstraatSnettertonforafull
day.Thetwo-timechampionreported
apositiveday’srunning.

“Wedidsomewetrunninginthe
morningandthenitdriedout,andit
wasareallygreatlittlecar,”saidPlato.
“Wechasedtheset-upabitandlooked

atseveralavenues,andthereactionwe
gotfromthecarwasreallystrong.

“Itwasagreatteamtoworkwith:
Iknowsomanyof theguysfrommy
dayswithTripleEight,andweall
workedreallywelltogether.Iamvery
optimisticaboutwhatistocome.”

Blundellgottogripswiththe
AmDTuning.comAudiS3atSilverstone
onThursdaylastweek,beforemoving
ontoOultonParkonFriday.

“TogothroughCopsejustchanging

downonegeartofifthandhavingthe rear 
moveroundonafront-wheel-drive car, is 
somethingwayoutsideof mycomfort 
zone,”saidBlundell.“Thatissomething 
thatisgoingtotakeawhiletogetused to.”
●ThenewTeamToyotaGBToyota 
Corollacompleteditsfirstfullweek 
of runningatCircuitCalafatinSpain, 
andTomIngramisthrilledwiththe 
results.“Whatwasreallyencouraging 
washowwelltheCorollarespondsto
minorset-upchanges,”hesaid.

Huff partners Teamwork
for new TCR UK squad

Lidsey and Thompson the
latest Clio Cup signings

FormerWorldTouringCarchampion
RobHuff haspartneredwithHong
Kong-basedtouringcarsquad
TeamworkMotorsporttoruntwo
VolkswagenGolfs inTCRUKthisyear.

Huff,whowillbecompetingina
Golf intheWorldTouringCarCup
thisseason,hasworkedwiththesquad
foranumberof yearsandtheteamwill
alsoworkcloselywithBritishTouring
CaroutfitCiceleyMotorsport.

Huff isoneof anumberof UKdriversto
haveracedforTeamworkintheChinese
TouringCarChampionship, thatalso
includesCiceley’sAdamMorganand
tripleBTCCchampionColinTurkington.

TeamworkHuff Motorsport’s first
signingforTCRUKisTCRChina
championSunnyWong.

“I’vebeenworkingwiththeTeamwork
guysforyears,andnowwithTeamwork
Huff Motorsport, it’sgreattobetrying
my hand at something else,” said Huff.

“I’ve spent a lot of  time in China with 
the guys, guiding their progress, and 
now it’ll be something different to 
work with them in the UK, and not only 
work with them on how to get the best 
out of  the car, but do that at some of  the 
circuits where I grew up racing.

“It’ll be a great experience, and also 
to have my name on a race team, 
working with some top drivers as we 
try our best to do well in the TCR UK 
championship, will be an exciting 
and fun new challenge.”

Ginetta Junior graduate Fin 
Green will race in the Ginetta 
GT4 Supercup this year with 
Total Control Racing, having 
previously been confirmed as 
a driver for Carlin in British 
Formula 4.

Green, 16, finished ninth  in 
Ginetta Junior last year and was 
set for a switch to single-seaters 

but has since changed his mind 
to head down the sportscar route.

“The Ginetta G55 GT4 feels 
a great car to drive and the 
competition has always been
 at a very high level,” said 
Green. “All the guys at TCR 
are working really hard and 
I’ve got some great people 
around me with team boss 

Lee Brookes having huge 
experience in motorsport, while
I’ve got Dave Wooder [former 
Ginetta Junior racer] coaching
and managing me too.”
● Former Mexican NACAM F4
racer Mariano Martinez is the 
latest driver to sign up to British
F4 for this year. He will race with
the Fortec Motorsport squad.

Vaughan and Plato will
drive for Motorbase

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Dan Bathie, Jakob Ebrey

RenaultUKClioCupdriverBrettLidsey
willremainwiththeMRMteamforthe
finalseasonof thecategorythisyear.

Lidseycontestedhisfirstfullseasonof
theserieslastyeartakingabestresultof
fifthandfinishing13thinthestandings.

Nowhe’stargetingpodiumsthisyear
aspartof MRM’sthree-carline-up
alongsideJackYoungandBenDavis.

“We’vedefinitelygotunfinished
businessintheClioCup,lastyearwe
cameveryclosetogettingonthepodium
andhadalotof badluckalongtheway,”
saidLidsey.“Thisseason,podiumsare
thetargeteveryround.”

Alsoremainingintheseriesforanother
yearisAaronThompson,whowillswitch
totheWestbournesquadafterfinishing
18thin2018withMatrixMotorsport.

Ginetta Junior graduate Green to drive G55 with TCR

Team returns to the top class of Porsche category after seven years

Plato has signed from JTR squad

RACING NEWS

TeamworkhasenjoyedAsiansuccess

Double champion Plato in PMR Astra

Second full Clio season for Lidsey
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Changes have been made to car

Lundqvist: British F3 champion

New Open class created in Sports Prototype Cup
Organisersof thenewSportsPrototype
CuphavecreatedanewOpenclasstorun
atselectedroundsof theseriesthisyear.

Thenewclassisopentoawiderange
of machinery,includingSports2000,
Clubmans,CaterhamsandRadicalSR1s.
Butthecarsmustnotexceedthepaceof a
RadicalSR3and‘balanceof performance
measures’canbeappliedtoensurethis.

ThemainSportsPrototypeCup
featuresclassesforthenewRevolution
sportscarandtheRadicalSR3.

“Weexpectover15carstocompetein
thefirstyearof themainCup,butonthe
longercircuitswehavetheabilityto
accommodateadditionalcars,”said
championshippromoterJamesBailey.

“TheSportsPrototypeOpenprovides
racerswiththechancetoexperience
anenduranceraceformatonfourgreat

circuitsinadditiontocompetingintheir
mainchampionship.”

RevolutionprincipalPhilAbbottsays
testingandsalesof theFordV6-powered
carareprogressingwellbutdoesn’texpect
ahugenumbertobeonthegridforthe
openingroundatSilverstoneonApril27.

“We’vebuiltasecondcar,runtowards
10,000miles,themonocoquehaspassed
[FIA]crashtestsandKSComposites
[makerof thefirstRadicalClubsport
panels]hasredonethebody,subtly
restylingandrationalisingitto23
mouldings,”saidAbbott.

“Thetubisnowallcarbon,saving
around30kgs,andthefirstbatchof eight
isarrivingthismonth,withanothertwo
inGermany.ApartfromtheUKmarket,
carshavebeensoldtoItaly,Switzerland
andtheUSA.”

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins

British Touring Car Championship
racer Jake Hill got the chance to
drive a 1989 Aston Martin AMR1
Group C car during a recent test
session at Guadix in Spain.

The 25-year-old was in Spain to
undertake some pre-season mileage
with regular historic racing partner
Rob Fenn, with whom he will share
a Lotus Elan 26R and a Ford Mustang
in Masters series events.

Hill will race in the BTCC this
season in a Trade Price Cars Racing
Audi S3 alongside Mark Blundell.

Paul Whight, who owns the Aston
Martin among a collection of other
old cars, was also present with the
AMR1 and offered Hill the chance
to sample the six-litre 900kg car.

“What an amazing experience,”
said Hill.

“I will admit, I was screaming

like a girl as I was going around.
I can’t thank Paul enough.”

Hill said he completed eight laps
in the machine, and was impressed
with the brute force of the car.

“I was being careful with it,
obviously, and the gearbox was the
hardest thing to get used to,” he
added. “It is a dog leg H-pattern box,
and it was quite floaty between cogs,
so I was just making sure I didn’t do

anything to damage it. Once I got the
hang of it I could push on and the car
was way beyond my expectations.
Such a beast. Group C always has
been one of my favourite eras of
racing, and it didn’t disappoint.

“I immediately sent a text message
to my BTCC team-mate Mark
Blundell afterwards and told him that
he must have been mental to have
raced one in period. It is such a car.”

Third time lucky? Harrison stays in Mini Challenge after finishing runner-up twice
Mini Challenge runner-up Nathan
Harrison will switch to the Mini UK
VIP team for a third attempt at the title.

Harrison, 22, took two wins last year
as he finished second in the standings –
and he was also runner-up in 2016,
a year after winning the Cooper
class crown.

“In truth, I was planning to take a
year out and concentrate on the family
business, but then the chance to join
the Mini UK team came up and the
squad has a great track record, so
now it’s game on for this year,”
said Harrison.

“I’d like to think that nobody on the

grid knows the JCW as well as I do.
Coming in with two years of experience
under my belt obviously puts me in a
great position but, as I know from
Mini Challenge racing, nothing is ever
easy. There are some quick new drivers
coming in and you rarely ever get a free
run at anything in this championship.”

Test took place at
Guadix in Spain

Praga RT1 to finally race
in UK with VR Motorsport

Lundqvist moves into
Euroformula Open

VRMotorsportwillrunaPragaRT1in
Britcarthisseasonaftermodifications
weremadetothecarallowingitto
competeintheUK.

Thecarwascreatedin2012bythe
CzechRepublicmanufacturer,butwas
unabletoraceintheUKbeforenowdue
toitsfullcarbonmonocoquechassis.

TheUK’sgoverningbody,Motorsport
UK,requiresthatsteelrollover
protectionssystems(ROPS)areused.

VRMotorsport’sVincentRandallsaid:
“Werecogniseditwasimperativegiven
theuncertaintiesof Brexitthatwecould
racethecarintheUK,soin2018with
theassistanceof MotorsportUK,VR
Motorsportdevelopedasuitablerollbar
fortheR1andMotorsportUKclassified
thecarasasportscar.

“In2019Britcarwillbeourmainfocus,
howeverwewillalsoattendafewother
meetingsandcharityevents.”

ReigningBRDCBritishFormula3
championLinusLundqvistwillstepup
toEuroformulaOpenthisseasonand
willremainwiththeDoubleRsquad.

TheSwededominatedlastyear’sBritish
F3campaignwiththeSurrey-based
outfit, takingsevenwinsandclinching
thetitlewithtworacesstill tospare.

The19-year-oldtookawininthe
EuroformulaOpenWinterSeriesatPaul
RicardearlierthismonthwithCampos
Racing,havingalsotestedaGP3car
withtheteamattheendof lastyear.

ButhewillnowcompetewithDoubleR
inEuroformulathisterm,havingraced
fortheoutfit lastyearandinBritishF4
during2017.

“Bothmeandtheteamexpecttobein
themixforwinsandthechampionship
andmytargetistowalkawaywith
anotherchampionshipbytheendof
theseason,”saidLundqvist,whoalso
competedinthisyear’sDaytona24
HoursafterwinningtheSunoco
WhelenChallengelastseason.

“Iknowit’sgoingtobetough,it’s
anewseriesformeandtheteam.I’ve
notbeentothetracksbeforesoit’sgoing
tobeachallenge.Theguysdoingitare
goingtobetoughcompetition.”
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Harrison swaps teams for 2019

Revolution FordV6-powered car will make its race debut this season

BTCC 2018: Relive every twist and turn 
DVD and Download from £9.99

Buy now at dukevideo.com or call +44 (0)1 624 640 011

ASTON MARTIN AMR1 GROUP C 
TEST FOR BTCC DRIVER HILL

Hill: Impressed with brute force





Platt picks out Gulliford and James as main rivals
Five-time British Superkart F250
National champion Paul Platt has
marked Andy Gulliford and Gareth
James as the main drivers that
could prevent him sealing a sixth
title this year.

Some of Platt’s previous rivals are
switching classes, with Andy Bird
moving to Division 1, and Daniel Clark
concentrating on the F125 Open class.

“I think one of the main contenders
will be Andy Gulliford as it looks
like he has the same pace as me after
setting three lap records during the
final weeks of the 2018 season,” said
Platt. “Also look out for the return of
Gareth James who will be running in
the Anderson camp.”

Platt has been working on quite
a few upgrades for the 2019 season,
but details are secret until the first
round. But he will be staying with
his tried and trusted PVP GasGas
chassis/engine combination which
was so reliable last year.

While the F250 National class
doesn’t begin until April 21 at Cadwell
Park, the Division 1 and F125 Open
categories begin at Bishopscourt on
April 6-7. This is the first season since
the championship has been taken
in house by Motorsport UK and run
under the Karting UK banner.
● For details of the full British
Superkart programme, see MN’s
karting calendar on page 20.

Photos: Mick Walker, Peter Scherer, Ollie Read

By Stephen Lickorish

The popular Equipe GTS series
will visit Spa this year following
the cancellation of the
Silverstone MG Live meeting.

The Silverstone event has been
the centrepiece of the Equipe GTS
calendar for the past few years and
in 2018 series organisers Equipe
Classic Racing had over 90 entries
at the event.

But with MG Live on June 15-16
cancelled due to resurfacing work

at Silverstone, a new date as part of
the Spa Summer Classic on June 29-30
has been added to the calendar.

“We hit the phones and talked to
everyone we know [after MG Live’s
cancellation],” explained series
co-organiser John Pearson. “MG
Live has been a highlight of our
season. It’s our biggest race of the
season and we normally run six
races and 100 cars and a big party –
it’s a good social weekend. That was
our jewel in the crown race.

“It was a big shock and you couldn’t

pick a worse time because there’s
more demand for club racing
between May and June [than any
other time]. People’s cars are fresh,
their wallets are fresh and the
weather’s generally good.”

The MG Car Club is working on
alternative arrangements to ensure
MG Live still goes ahead. But Equipe
Classic Racing decided to make its
own new plans as it was left with a
large gap in its calendar.

“It would’ve given us an eight-
week gap,” added Pearson. “Spa is

a fantastic circuit and we’ve not been
there since we’ve been running the
series. A huge number of our drivers
have never been to Spa. But it doesn’t
make up for it [the loss of MG Live].

“We’ve got a half-hour qualifying
and two 40-minute pitstop races, so
a good deal of track time. The Spa
6-hour meeting is one of the biggest
events in historic racing but it’s in
September. The Summer Classic
is the better of the two meetings
in terms of being on track and
being a competitor.”

McAttack and Amigo squads take opening C1 spoils
McAttackRacingandAmigo
Motorsportsharedthevictoryspoils
atCroftlastweekend,astheCitroen
C1Challengeseasonkickedoff with
twothree-hourraces.

SimonWalker-HansellgaveMcAttack
theleadinraceoneatthecompletionof
thefirsthourbut,despitelosingthelead,
KrakenMotorsport’sJamesKenyonand
StewartLinnstayedwellincontention.

Kraken,McAttack,TCSMotorsport
andDonkwellRacingwerealapclear
of therestatthetwo-hourmarkbut,
withDeclanMcDonnellhandingtoJoe
Wigginforthefinalstint,McAttack
easedcleartoacomfortablewin,with
theMerlinInternationalcarof Katie
Milner/AliceHughesconsolidating
secondduringthefinalhour.

Despitebeingpenalisedwhen
RhysLloydjumpedthestartinthe
polesittingAmigocar,MathewDawson
joinedhimtobattlebacktothird.

Hughesmanagedtosnatchthelead
inracetwointothefinalhalf hour,
butasplashanddashallowedLloyd
togobackaheadandclinchthewinfor
Amigo,withMerlintheonlyother
pairingtoremainontheleadlap.

Emaxmotorsport’sJake/James
Littlehadbeennearthetopof the
leaderboardthroughout,butran
outof fuelsevenlapsfromhome.A
similarfatebefellPaulDonkin/Stuart
Drewell’sDonkwellcar,whichhanded
thefinalpodiumplacetoVoirUnwith
JDCRacing’sNickHalstead,Michael
CloseandGaryMitchell.

MG Live has boasted 
large Equipe GTS grids

Motorsport UK changes
way the sport’s governed
Motorsport UK has made 
significant changes to the way 
British motorsport is governed 
after it has adopted new articles 
of association.

The changes mean the Motorsport 
UK board has become the ultimate 
decision-making body in the 
governance of UK motorsport. 
In the past this role has been 
carried out by the Motorsport 
Council – this will now become 
an advisory body for the board. 

A new rules committee, drawn 
from across the disciplines, will 
also be established to review 
regulation changes proposed by 
the various specialist committees.

“This is a very significant moment 
in the history of motorsport in the 
UK, as we commit to becoming a 
modern governing body that is 
truly representative of our members 
and motorsport in general,” said 
Motorsport UK chairman David 
Richards. “The changes approved 
this week have come about after 
lengthy debate and meet the 
objective of ensuring that we will 
now provide the highest standards 
of sports governance.”

Tom Purves has been appointed 
as the new chairman of the 
Motorsport Council, taking over 
from Tony Scott Andrews at the end 
of his nine-year tenure. Purves was 
previously a director of Motorsport 
UK and is also a former c hairman 
of the Royal Automobile Club.

RACING NEWS
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Walker-Hansell,Wiggin and McDonnell won three-hour Croft opener

LiamMorleywillbeakeycontenderintheF125Openclassagainthisseason

IN BRIEF
Harvey’s debut
James Harvey, son of 1992 British 
Touring Car champion Tim, made his 
car racing debut in the C1 Challenge 
at Croft. “I had done loads of karting 
over the years, but never raced a car 
until now,” he said. “I had known Paul 
and George Ingram for years, they 
were interested and I couldn’t think 
of anything cheaper to have a go in.” 
Their Squadra Budino Nero (Team 
Black Pudding) car was 24th in the 
first race, and 20th in race two – with 
Harvey now considering further outings.

Grasstrack to race track
Former international speedway and 
grasstrack racer Chris Pidcock had his 
first ever car race at Croft, as part of the 
CDMC (Castle Donington Motor Club) 
team in the C1 Challenge. “I had helped 
the car’s owner Ian Whitt with his MG Midget 
a few times and had the chance to race 
myself,” he said after sharing with Morgan 
racer Andrew Thompson to 26th place.
 
Clio cash incentives
The Renault UK Clio Cup is offering 
extra incentives for competitors in its 
final season. As well as the previously 
announced cash prizes for the champion 
and winner of the Graduate Cup, the 
series will also award a £500 ‘race 
bonus’ to each competitor for every 
round they contest. This will be supplied 
in the form of credits that can be used 
to purchase components from the 
category’s official parts supplier R.Sport.

De Sadeleer targets title
Radical Challenge frontrunner Jerome de 
Sadeleer is targeting a title challenge in the 
series this year. The older brother of LMP2 
regular Hugo, Jerome won the Radical SR1 
Cup in 2017 and took three wins in the series 
last year. He will again compete with the 360 
Racing squad. “I was much stronger and 
more consistent in the second half of the 
season and I’m confident I can build on that 
momentum,” de Sadeler said. In the SR1 
Cup, last year’s rookie champion Will Hunt will 
remain with the Scorpio Motorsport squad 
after finishing third in the standings in 2018.

Cancellation of MG Car Club’s flagship event leads to calendar tweak

EQUIPEGTSTORACEATSPA 
AFTER MG LIVE DOUBTS



Ogier has won twice
already this year

Ogier wants to kick on after a strong season start

Budar:Suspension question mark

MN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP WIN FOR BIRD PAGE 18

RALLY NEWS

OGIER HUNTING FOR MORE
GRIP FOR CITROEN CHALLENGE

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier is pushing
Citroen for more developments
on its car as he looks to kick on
from a good start to his first
season in a C3 WRC.

TheFrenchmanhaswontwoof the
firstthreeroundsof thisyear’sWorld
RallyChampionship,buthehaswarned
morepaceisneededfromtheCitroen
astheseriesmovestowardstheSouth
AmericanandEuropeangravelrounds.

WhileKrisMeekeandOgierhave
guidedtheC3tosuccessinMexico,the
carhasyettoscoreavictoryonany
otherall-gravelroundof theseries.

Significantstridesweremadewith
boththefrontandreargeometrylast
season,butthefocushasnowswitched
tosuspensionandfindingmoregrip
ontheloose.

Ogierwouldnotbespecificinhis
requests,buthetoldMNhewants
morefromCitroen.

“Likealways,I’mpushing–youcan

countonthat,”hesaid.“Sure,it’sa
goodstart[totheyear],butinMexico
therewereafewthingsdisturbingme
whichIcouldn’tchangeyet.Ihave
somedirectiontomakethecarbetter.
Idon’twanttomentiontoomuch–
wehaveseenthecarisnottoobad
andthepotentialisthere,butIsee
someroomforimprovement.

“Oneof thethingsIwanttoget
forArgentina,it’ssomething
whichisspecificforthegravel.”

CitroenswitchedfromOhlinsto
Reigerdampersforthefirsttime
inMexicoandteamprincipalPierre
Budaracknowledgedthisisanarea
theteamisworkinghardon.Ogier
haspushedfortheswitch,having
workedwithReigeratM-Sportfor
thepasttwoyears.

It’spossible,however,thatanew
regulationforthisseasoncouldforce
CitroentoreverttoOhlinsforthe
nexttwogravelralliesinArgentina
andChile.

ThetwoSouthAmericanroundsof

Photos: Red Bull Content Pool, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

French world champion urges team for more speed from 2019 C3 WRC

the series are split by 10 days – enough 
time for the teams to make their way 
through the Andes after the finish in 
Villa Carlos Paz on April 28 and before 
the start of  scrutineering for Rally 
Chile in Concepcion on May 8.

Budar explained: “There is a link 
between [the WRC rounds in] Argentina 
and Chile and it will affect our decision 
[on suspension]. The cars stay out there 
in South America between the rallies 
and there is a new rule on the dampers 

which says we will have five sets of  
dampers for two cars over the two 
rallies. After Argentina, we can change 
only two of these sets, which means 
three sets will have to do both Argentina 
and Chile. That’s quite a lot because we 
know that Argentina can be quite hard 
for the dampers. Depending on the 
weather it can be a hard rally.

“We started working with Reiger 
and we could have more developments 
coming for Argentina, but it’s quite 
complicated if  you are not sure about 
those new developments – especially 
when they go to Chile as well. We don’t 
have much time to make the validation 
with these parts. We do a debrief  [from 
Mexico] and we will make a decision 
soon whether we go with Reiger 
or Ohlins.”

Beyond the dampers, Citroen is 
also working on an overhaul of  its 
aero package, but Budar confirmed 
that would not be completed until 
the summer.

Asked where the focus was on the 

changes to aero, Budar replied: “It’s 
a complete package. But it takes time 
and we won’t have it for the next race. 
You need to make the calculation, make 
the test, produce the moulds. We work 
with the CFD already, but these parts 
won’t be coming for Argentina – they 
will be later in the season.”

Ahead of those two rallies comes the 
season’s first all-asphalt encounter in 
Corsica – a rally won by Ogier in a Ford 
Fiesta WRC last season. The C3 WRC 
runs its own in-house dampers on 
Tarmac and the Citroen is reckoned 
to be at its strongest on that surface. 

It is seven years since Citroen enjoyed 
such a strong start to a season, with 
Sebastien Loeb winning Monte and 
Mexico – rounds one and three – in 2012. 
Continuing the development of  the C3 
WRC will be vital as the French firm 
looks to overcome its worst season as a 
full-time WRC competitor in 2018. 

Last season left Citroen with one win 
and bottom of the manufacturers’ 
table by a considerable distance.
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Solberg was 
runner-up

The Solberg and Subaru
partnership was spectacularly
reunited last week when 
Petter’s son Oliver came 
within 6.8 seconds of  
landing a maiden victory at 
the 100 Acre Wood Rally.

Solberg Jr started the first 
of  six rallies driving a Subaru 
Motorsports USA WRX STI 
and was immediately on the 
pace, only missing out on the 
win after a puncture cost him 
a minute. The 17-year-old has 
vowed to push to go one better 
in pursuit of  America’s most 
famous stage event – the 
Olympus Rally in Washington. 

Solberg’s celebrated 
British team-mate – nine-time 
American title winner David 
Higgins – controlled last 
week’s American Rally 

Association round and looked 
set for a first win of  the season 
until his Subaru stopped with 
an electrical fault. Higgins 
fixed the issue and continued 
to finish third.

Co-driven by Northern 
Irishman Aaron Johnston, 
Solberg told MN: “I didn’t 
know what to expect before 
the start of  this rally. I’d never 
competed on gravel in a four-
wheel-drive car before, never 
driven the Subaru and never 
competed in America. So to 
come out second and so close 
to the win is fantastic for me – 
especially because we dropped 
time with the puncture and 
then drove one stage with 
the bonnet up.”

Solberg’s result in Missouri 
extends a strong start to the 

year, with two Latvian Rally 
Championship wins already 
secured in a Volkswagen 
Polo GTI R5. 

Looking forward to the 
Olympus Rally, Solberg added: 
“I want to start that rally today! 
This Subaru is a fantastic car, 
so much power and so much 
fun to drive on these really fast 
roads. I’m sorry for David’s 
problem, that’s tough. But 
now I’m looking forward to 
Olympus, I’m going flat out 
to push for the win.”

Oliver’s father Petter won 
his 2003 WRC title with Subaru 
and admitted to an emotional 
moment when he saw his son 
driving in the same colours.

“Subaru is such a big part of  
this family’s story,” he said. 
“Of  course, it was emotional to 

see Oliver in that car and those 
colours. But most of  all, I’m so 
impressed with what he did 
on this rally. He was so calm, 
so cool. He didn’t let anything, 
the puncture, the bonnet, 
nothing got to him. He just 
kept on driving his rally. This 
is a very, very good start to a 
new adventure for Oliver 
and Aaron.”
●  Irishman Barry McKenna 
scored his first American 
Rally Association victory at 
the 100 Acre Wood. The Ford 
Fiesta driver overcame a last-
stage spin to top the podium 
on St Patrick’s weekend. Ken 
Block’s hopes of  an eighth 
100 Acre Wood win were 
blown when his Ford Escort 
RS Cosworth was sidelined 
with engine trouble.

Hayden Paddon says he’s
working harder than ever 
to reclaim a seat in the 
World Rally Championship 
this season.

The Kiwi, who lost his i20 
Coupe WRC drive to Sebastien 
Loeb this season, has 
announced a programme of  
event t h d i E
aime
profi
to Hy

“Lo
hard

Paddon told MN, “and, there’s
no doubt when I came home 
to New Zealand after Rally 
Australia, I was a bit disgruntled 
with the whole thing. But 
I can’t tell you how much I want 
to be back in that car now.

“The fightback started the 
day after [Rally] Australia and 
I i l ’t i tti

Hyundai NZ team, Paddon
will contest three rounds of  
his home series, starting with 
next month’s Otago Rally. 

He will return to Europe 
for Global Rallycross, racing 
a Hyundai i30 in the Titans 
category, in June. 

His i20 rally car will be 
t d t 800bh hill li b

‘Cave back on the 
top step in the BRC’
West Cork success, p22
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Paddon working hard on making a top-flight rallying return

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVA
“Rallying on T
is still a hit”

N
obody, apparently, watches 
the telly anymore. Not 
traditional telly anyway. 
YouTube, Netflix and 
Prime are, apparently, 
the only way forward.

Hmm… I’m not so sure. I’ve unearthed two key 
pieces of evidence which indicate that might 
not be the case. Let’s see what you think.

Firstly, there’s the noisy folk who seem to relish 
the opportunity to carp on about the lack of WRC 
terrestrial coverage in the UK. The culmination of 
such an argument is always the same: nothing has 
ever been the same since Colin and Richard.

It’s true, there was no digital terrestrial television 
coverage of the season opener in Monte Carlo. 
BT Sport’s pay TV coverage was available, but, 
you’re right, there was nothing for free.

It was back in Sweden. And there in Mexico. 
And it’ll be there for every one of the remaining 
11 rounds this season.

Where’s there? Try Channel 5 and 5Spike. 
What’s 5Spike? Simple, it’s what BBC2 was to 
BBC1 back when we were watching Grange 
Hill. Or Byker Grove. Or both. Yes, yes I know 
Byker Grove was technically on CBBC, but let’s 
not confuse the issue.

5Spike runs a half-hour WRC magazine show 
at 0900hrs the Saturday before every round and 
an hour-long report straight after each event.

And yeah, you’re probably right, that report’s 
probably in the middle of the night, only available 
to insomniacs or milkmen who can’t sleep. 

Try 1900hrs on a Monday evening. It couldn’t 
be more primetime if it tried. Now, have this on 
me: 5Spike’s on channel 31 on Freeview; 141 
on Freesat; 150 on Sky (250 if you want to 
plus-one it) and 154 on Virgin.

So, if you hold your remote and push two or three 
buttons, you’re in. Happy days.

Before I get to the second reason, I’ll just add more 
good news for Brit fans: when the WRC comes to 
Wales, Channel 5 and 5Spike will dedicate almost 
seven hours to live stages and daily highlights.

Now, where was I? Ah yes. The second part of 
my argument outlining that TV still makes sense.

There are 823,790,000 reasons why I know that 
to be the case. That’s how many people tuned in 
for some WRC fever in 2018. That’s almost 1,000 
million people – a number also known as a billion. 
That is a 36% rise in viewing since 2013. 

Was there much for them to watch? There was 
a fair bit: just the odd 14,208 hours or so 
(a 140% hike from six years ago). 

And all that comes before you factor in Red Bull 
TV’s superb offering via the WRC’s version of Ant 
and Dec: Mike Chen and Matthew Wilson. Is it still 
appropriate to compare them to Ant and Dec? 
Should that be Dec and Holly? If you haven’t 
watched Chenny and Matt, you should do – they 
align the sport, the series and the stars. And they 
do it on every rally (apart from when Wilson’s busy 
bossing M-Sport’s Bentley GT team) on Red Bull 
TV (available on smart tellies up and down the land). 

Finally, just before I sign off, did you know the 
WRC’s unbelievably brilliant All Live service is 
available on television? It is! But you do have to 
pay, it’s on BT Sport Extra 1.

People still can – and do – watch rallying on TV.  

Paddon wants a return

SOLBERG STUNS ON HIS 
USA DEBUT

Nasser Al-Attiyah continues 
to break records in the 
Middle East – last week 
the Qatari became the first 
driver to win the Qatar Rally 
a 14th time. It was also his 
70th victory in the series. 
That success was also the 
first outright rally win 
in an FIA Regional Rally 
Championship for 
Volkswagen’s Polo GTI R5.

Solberg (l) and co-driver Aaron Johnston

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com



Crowds gathered
to see Hirvonen

The Ford FocusWRC05 driver won theTour of Epynt this month

Cave (l) last took British Rally Championship win back in 2012 (above) on Rally ofYorkshire

BREEN WINS AGAIN, THIS TIME ON WEST CORK RALLY PAGE 23

RALLY NEWS
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HIRVONEN THRILLED WITH
WEST CORK OUTING

ByJackBenyon

Ex-worksCitroenandFordWorld
RallyChampionshipdriverMikko
Hirvonensaidhehad“neverhadso
muchfun inarallycar”aftermaking
hisdebut in theModifiedclassof
theWestCorkRally lastweekend.

Hirvonen,anEscortMk2enthusiast,
haddiscussedcompetinginanIrish

eventwithcurrentFordPerformance
EuropeseniormanagerGerardQuinn,
whohasbeenamemberof CorkMotor
Clubsincetheearly1980s.

Thetwohaddiscussedanoutingas
farbackaswhenFordwasstill inthe
WRCcirca2012,butthedealfinally
cametogetherlastweekend.

Hirvonenwasjoinedbyregular
navigatorJarnoOttman,andthepair

wonthenationalrallyandthehotly
contestedModifiedclassinanEscortMk2.

“Itwasafantasticweekendnever
mindtheresult,”saidHirvonen,who
took16thoverall.“Iwanttothank
everyoneformakingitpossible.I
neverhadsomuchfuninarallycar.”

Askedif hewouldreturntoIreland,
hereplied:“If theopportunitycomes.”

Quinn,whovolunteeredontheevent,

saidhehadfearedthedealwouldnever
cometogether.

“Wetriedtomakeithappenin2018
butMikkohadanothercommitment,
andatthatpointIthoughtitwasn’t
goingtohappen,”saidQuinn.

“AtthatpointI’dalmostgivenuphope,
andthenatRallySpain2018Mikkocame
tomeandsaid‘I’mcomingtoWestCork
nextyear’. Iaskedhimwhowassorting

thatoutandhesaid,‘Ithinkyou’dbetter
sortitout!”That’showitstarted.
Fortunatelyhegavemeenoughtime…

“Icouldtellhewasapprehensivebut
afterthefirsttestheopenedthedoor
withahugesmileandsaid, ‘bloodyhell’,
thisweekendisgoingtobeexpensive.I
said, ‘Ihopenotbecauseof damage’,
andhereplied, ‘IthinkI’mgoingtobe
buyingoneof thesecars’.”

Former WRC star finally competes in Ireland aboard Ford Escort 
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British Rally Championship title the target, claims Cave after win

Return of Midland 
Moto Stages Rally
The Midland Moto Stages Rally 
returns in 2019 after a one-year 
hiatus, and has received a strong 
entry as the second round of the 
Irish National Rally Championship.

Just over 71 miles are on offer around 
the roads of  Longford in Ireland. 

The 2017 winner, Sam Moffett – 
who later went on to win that year’s 
title – does not return although his 
brother Josh continues his quest for
 a national title. Reigning champion 
Declan Boyle and previous champions 
Peadar Hurson and Roy White all 
steer Ford Fiesta RS WRCs.

Welshman Hugh Hunter returns 
to the National championship for the 
first time since his year in the series 
in 2014 in a Ford Focus WRC05, while 
Simon Chapman and Peter Foy also 
contest the event in their Proton 
Satria S2500 Millington. 

Pritchard to defend Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally title

Tom Cave believes his quest for a 
British Rally Championship title 
is back on track after a first win 
in the series in seven years, after 
a dogged battle with reigning 
champion Matt Edwards. 

Cave had been second to 
Edwards in his Philip Case Rally 
Sport-prepared Hyundai i20 R5 
on the season-opening Cambrian, 
before he had to retire on the 
road section with a puncture.

A win on asphalt, his first of  
that kind in the BRC, was his 
pre-season target and what he 

referred to as the key thing in 
the BRC season this year.

“It’s heading the best way 
possible now and round one is 
way behind me and we always look 
forward,” said Cave after West 
Cork. “We are back in the mix 
and now it’s important to finish 
the Pirelli Rally, which is up next, 
and keep moving forward to close 
the gap to Matt at the top of  the 
points standings.”

Cave still trails by 18 points, as 
Edwards added a second in West 
Cork to his Cambrian victory in his 

M-Sport Ford Fiesta R5. Edwards 
said it “felt like a win” to finish 
second in such poor conditions.

“It’s been a fantastic weekend,” 
he said. We’ve got the points we 
wanted, so we’re happy. It feels 
like a win to come here and have 
strong pace all weekend.”

Marty McCormack lies second 
in the championship after a third 
and a fourth so far, in what has 
been a strong start to the season 
for the Northern Irish Skoda 
Fabia R5 driver. David Bogie is 
third, one point ahead of  Cave.

Reigning Motorsport UK 
Asphalt Rally champion 
Jason Pritchard is set to 
defend his title this year, 
having not originally 
planned to do so. 

The Welshman, who will 
contest this weekend’s North 
West Stages (see preview, p15), 
won the season-opening 
Tour of  Epynt Rally, a rally 
local to him in Powys, Wales, 
in his Ford Focus WRC05.

After winning the title 
last year, Pritchard had 
questioned whether he 
would return in the midst 
of  a bid to win the R.A.C. 
Rally, but is likely to contest 
all of  the Asphalt events.

“Time away is the big deal 

for us,” said Pritchard. 
“The Tour was right on 

our doorstep, Isle of  Man we 
do every year, and we really 
enjoyed Belgium last year. 
Ireland we’ll do for the 
craic, and that’s most of  
the championship then, 
the Mewla starts across the 
road from our garage! So 
we’re doing it. 

“The championship finishes 
quite early and then I can 
concentrate on the R.A.C. at 
the end of  the year. I’ve not 
had much luck on that one. 
The entry is in and the 
accommodation booked. 
We were leading in 2017 
and the halfshaft went – 
unfinished business.”

Pritchard is one of  a number 
of  drivers who have switched 
to or use the 2005-specification 
Focus regularly. Three are 
entered in the Manx National, 
with Damian Cole and Hugh 
Hunter both swapping to 
the car from the Ford 
Fiesta RS WRC. 

“The M-Sport boys say the 
2005 car was the best Tarmac 
car they built until the 2017 
car,” said Pritchard. “Paul 
Benn has the bits to run them, 
so they are quite cost-effective 
to run as far as running a 
World Rally Car goes. 

“They’re still a competitive 
car and it’s still winning 
rallies, so that’s good 
enough for me!”



Simpson used to compete in Skoda Fabia R5s and S2000s

David Ross and Kyle
MacKintosh had a
lucky escape after
their MG DAM 1400
became submerged
in a bog during the
Border Counties
Rally last weekend.
The incident happened
towards the end of
stage three on a right-
hander, after heavy
rain and snow had
caused flooding.
“As I started to
counter steer the
car just started to
aquaplane,”explained
Ross. “The bottom of
the car is quite flat
so it was like a stone
skipping on water.
As soon as the front
splitter went under
the water it just
nose-dived. Kyle is
a lot shorter than me
and the water level
filled to his eye-line
but we got out
quite quickly.”

Event was
held in 2017

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, prorally.co.uk, SMJ Photography

Motorsport News Circuit  
Rally champion in 2016/17  
Ian Woodhouse returned to 
the series with a class victory,  
and has set his sights on a full- 
time return next season.

Reigning Michelin Cup 
champion Woodhouse has missed 
the current season due to family 
commitments and the ongoing 
rebuild of  his Ford Escort Mk2,  
but returned in Paul Sheard’s 

regular Mazda MX-5 for last 
weekend’s Lee Holland Memorial 
Rally at Anglesey.

Woodhouse was called up as a 
replacement for British Touring 
Car race winner Paul O’Neill, 
 and duly clinched maximum MN 
points in Class B with second place 
overall in the class on the event.

“It’s been great,” Woodhouse 
said. “It’s like a little go-kart 
compared to a powerful Escort. 

You point it where you want  
and it goes. I hadn’t even tested  
it until now.”

On a full-time return next season 
with his Millington-powered 
Escort Mk2, he added: “It’s getting 
there now. It’s a great series and I 
want to launch a proper title attack 
again next season with the new 
car. It’s been more about having a 
break as we’ve moved house and 
then looking after the budget.”

Former British Rally 
Championship frontrunner  
Neil Simpson is targeting more 
events in Europe after finishing 
fifth on the Saarland Rallye in 
Germany in preparation for this 
weekend’s North West Stages.

Simpson rallied semi-regularly 
from 2014 to 2017 in Skoda Fabia 
S2000s and R5s, but only did  
one rally in 2018 due to  
work commitments. 

Simpson – who now runs a 
successful chain of  Skoda garages 
– is also managing European Rally 
Championship frontrunner Chris 
Ingram and reigning ERC Under 
28 champion Nikolay Gryazin. 

He rekindled his relationship 
with his BRC co-driver Michael 
Gibson from their works 
Volkswagen days in Germany  
and the pair join this weekend,  
for Simpson’s local event.

“We thought we’d do a test and 
Toksport, who are running my car 
[a Fabia R5], are based in Germany 
so it seemed the right thing to do, 
the rally is just down the road  
from their workshop,” he said. 

“So we used that event as a  
test and wanted to get back in  
the groove of  things. 

“I love rallying overseas, the 
atmosphere and the way they  
run the events out there is great. 

I’ll definitely do Condroz in 
November because that’s my 
favourite rally in the whole wide 
world, and if  there’s a few we can 
do between that would be great.

“Michael and I are rallying  
again after 20 years having last 
done it professionally with 
Volkswagen all those years ago, 
we’ve come back and reformed  
the partnership which is a  
really nice thing to do.”

Title bid Woodhouse’s aim after impressive MN Circuit Rally return

More European rallies the plan for Simpson after this weekend’s North West Stages

NORTH WEST STAGES BACK
WITH A BANG BELIEVES NEWBY

The North West Stages has  
“the best entry in UK rallying” 
according to Arron Newby, who 
will lead the field away as this 
weekend’s event uses closed-road 
stages for the first time. 

Newby won the last North West 
Stages based in Blackpool in 2017, 
while the event organisers took a 
year off  in 2018 to prepare to use 
new legislation to include closed-
road tests in its itinerary for 2019.

Now based around Garstang  
near Preston, crews will get  
50 miles of  action on March 23.

“In my opinion it’s probably 
one of  the best entries in British 

rallying,” said Newby, who  
drives a modified Group N TEG 
Sport Subaru Impreza on the 
event. “Especially looking at  
the level of  cars, the number  
of  World Rally Cars sat behind 
you – not to mention the R5s  
and Super 2000s. It’s crazy. 

“I’ve done my homework for 
this one. It’s a nice thing to have  
a Ford Fiesta World Rally Car  
sat behind you at the start on 
your home event. I’m taking  
this one very seriously.

“We’re in a tractor compared  
to those guys, it’s a modified 
Group N Subaru. But we’ll  

give it everything we can.”
Newby will be at a huge 

disadvantage over the three 
closed-road stages the event  
has to offer due to the more 
advanced machinery entered. 
But the TEG car is one of  the  
most successful in UK rallying 
and the team has won the  
British Rally Championship  
in the past. Newby is the son  
of  its owner, Stuart.

Speaking of  the stages,  
Arron Newby added: “It starts  
off  fast and narrow, I’ve noted  
at least 10 places on the first  
stage that could catch you out. 

“There’s quite a lot of  crests 
and bumps as well. Stage two is 
quite narrow but after a mile or 
two it becomes quite open. It’s 
completely different to stage  
one so you have two different 
characters. The third stage is 
shorter and looks quite rough  
in places with potholes.”

Ex-works British Rally 
Championship driver Neil 
Simpson will contest his local 
event in a Skoda Fabia R5, and 
says that the hard work of the 
organisers encouraged him  
to become involved. 

“I’m really interested to see 

how the event pansout,”he
said. “I hear that thestagesare
really tricky and challenging.

“The organisershavetakena
huge amount of  efforttogetthis
off  the ground, andinfairness
they deserve the eventtobea
success. We’ve putsomesupport
in as Simpsons Skodatohelp.I’m
very much lookingforwardtoit.”

The event gets underwayfrom
Garstang high streetonFriday
at 1900hrs. It will bebasedoutof
Myerscough Collegeandfinish
there around 1800hrs.Allthree
stages – in the Wyredistrict–
have spectator viewingaccess.
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Newby will compete

Woodhouse won 
in MN Class B

SEEDED ENTRY LIST

NorthWestStages,Lancashire,March23

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
1 ArronNewby/AndrewLeech Subaru Impreza
2 PeterTaylor/AndrewRoughead FordFiestaRSWRC
3 KevinProcter/DaveBellerby FordFiestaS2000Turbo
4 JasonPritchard/PhilClarke FordFiestaS2000
5 AlexLaffey/StuartLoudon FordFiestaR5
6 SimonBowen/RichardRobinson Subaru ImprezaS11WRC
7 TonyBardy/TonyWalker FordFocusWRC
8 StephenSimpson/PatrickWalsh FordFiestaR5
9 JohnStone/JackMorton FordFiestaRSWRC
10 Neil Simpson/Michael Gibson Skoda Fabia R5



Honda B16 Gearbox

New Mark II Gearbox
NOW AVAILABLE

Free Harness with every atech Seat Ordered



Ingram will drive
Skoda Fabia R5

Davies and Innes on top again

RALLY NEWS
Photos: rallygallery.com 

Chris Ingram aims to become the first Briton 
to win the European Rally Championship title 
since Vic Elford in 1967 – but he needs victory 
at this weekend’s Azores Rally to maintain 
his funding for that challenge.

Ingram will drive a Toksport-run Skoda 
Fabia R5 on the Portuguese island and knows 
his task is simple this weekend.

“I have to win this rally,” he said. “I’ve worked 
through the winter to try to land the deal for the 
whole season, but I haven’t managed that yet. 
I’m sure victory on round one would help.”

Ingram had hoped to contest WRC 2 in 
2019, but will now focus his efforts on making 

British ra llying history in the ERC.
“It’s a very, very long time since a Brit won 

the European championship,” he said, “and 
I think it’s a good time to change that. I’ve got 
a lot of  really good experience in the ERC – 
I’ve been driving for a while now. I know the 
rallies and I know what it takes to win.”

Ingram won the Junior U27 title with Opel 
in 2017, but illness and sponsorship problems 
curtailed his efforts to lift the overall crown 
last year.

Ingram added: “This season was looking 
very, very short before Car Finance 24/7 and 
Andrews Heat for Hire came on board and 

gave me enough to make the start of  the Azores. 
Now I need to make that work.”

While the Azores entry list is lacking household 
names, defending champion Alexey Lukyanuk 
returns with a Sainteloc Citroen C3 R5 replacing 
the Ford Fiesta R5 he used to lift last year’s title.

“Alexey won Azores last year,” said Ingram, 
“and I think we all know he’s got plenty of  pace. 
Let’s see. I had a good test on Monday and now 
it’s all about hitting the ground running on SS1.”

Ingram finished as top Junior U28 runner on the 
Azores Rally last season, clinching fourth overall 
on his first outing in a four-wheel drive car. Since 
then he starred at Turkey’s round of  the WRC 

where he led WRC 2 before finishing third.
“It was a real eye-opener to go to the Azores 

having never competed in a four-wheel drive car 
before,” Ingram said. “A year on and I’ve got 
good knowledge of  the car and a really great 
team in Toksport behind me. I’m ready for this.”

Ingram starts the event at three behind top 
seed Lukyanuk and local hero Bruno Magalhaes. 
Lukyanuk admitted his change of  car wasn’t 
the ideal lead into the season.

“I would not say I am 100% relaxed,” said the 
Russian, “but I am calm. I feel comfortable and 
confident that we can have a really good event, 
have fun and get a good result.”

WIN CRUCIAL FOR INGRAM
Briton aiming to match Vic Elford and win ERC title

RALLY REPORT

RACING REPORT
SILVERSTONE: BRSCC BY GRAHAM KEILLOH MARCH 16

Caterham Motorsport Team 
Enduro
420R Team: Team OLARCH 
Racing – Rob Watts/Jack 
Sales/Alex Jordan (all 420s)
Super Team: Power Pratt – 
Martin Pratt (310R)/Oli Pratt 
(270R)/Tom Power 
(Roadsport)

BRSCC Saloon 
Car Trophy
Race 1: Lucky Khera 
(BMW M3 E46)
Race 2: Lewis Kent 
(Hyundai i30 N TCR)

BRSCC Sports 
Car Trophy
Race 1: Ashley Hicklin 
(Radical SR3)
Race 2: Ashley Hicklin 
(Radical SR3)

WINNERS
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CALENDAR

ERC2019

RALLY DATE
Azores Rally, Portugal  March 21-23
Canary Islands Rally, Spain  May 2-4
Rally Liepaja, Latvia  May 24-26
Rally Poland, Poland  June 28-30
Rally Rome, Italy  July 19-21
Barum Rally Zlin, Czech Republic Aug 16-18
Cyprus Rally, Cyprus  Sept 27-19
Rally Hungary, Hungary Nov 8-10

Hat-trick of AGBO wins for Davies and Innes as Armstrong pairing grab Historic victory with last-gasp stage win
AGBO Stages
By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Owen MC When: March 16-17 Where: Weston Park 
Championships: AWMMC Heart of England; HRCR Stages Masters/Old 
Stager; HRCR Mini Cup; Welsh Historic Tarmac Stages: 10 Starters: 72 + 
43 historic.

Oliver Davies and Ben Innes made 
it three AGBO Stages wins in a row 
as their Ford Escort Mk2 eased away 
from the challenge of a similar car 
occupied by Huw and Rhiannon 
James to take the Modern event win.

James had a two-second lead on the 
opening stage, before Davies began to take 
charge, recording his eighth win on the 

event by 16 seconds.
Despite not being able to stick with the 

lead duo, Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts’s 
Ford Escort G3 was a comfortable third 
throughout, with Gareth Richards/
Heather Gilmore’s Darrian fourth for 
much of the day. 

But after an overshoot on stage seven 
and a grassy excursion on stage nine, 
Richards was slowed by a sudden shower 
on the last stage, dropping to sixth.

After sliding off  on the opening stage, 
Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt’s Escort 
gradually settled and was into the top 
six by stage five, before Richards’ 
trouble gave them fourth on the final 

stage and Roger Moran/Den Golding’s 
Escort fifth.

Tom Bishop/Isobel Mansell’s Vauxhall 
Nova led Class A all day from Matt and 
Adrian Walk’s Ford Fiesta, while in Class B 
Gary Ollerenshaw/Dion Morley’s Honda 
Civic had only 1s to spare over Andy Evans/
Neville Boulds’ Peugeot 205 GTI.

The previous day’s Historic Rally was 
a day-long duel between the Ford Escorts 
of  Mike Simpson/Dale Gibbons and 
Leigh and Chris Armstrong. Although 
Armstrong led initially, they started the 
last stage tied. Armstrong finally clinched 
it by four seconds, with Chris/Steve 
Grundy’s Ford Escort a clear third.

Results
1 Oliver Davies/Ben Innes (Ford Escort Mk2) 30m38s; 2 Huw James/
Rhiannon James (Ford Escort Mk2) +16s; 3 Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts 
(Ford Escort G3); 4 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Ford Escort Mk2); 5 
Roger Moran/Den Golding (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Gareth Richards/Heather 
Gilmore (Darrian T90); 7 Meilyr Evans/Lowri Evans (Ford Escort Mk2); 
8 James Nicholls/Grace Lees (Peugeot 205 GTi); 9 Wayne Lloyd/Will 
Lloyd (Ford Escort Mk2); 10 Richy Williams/Will Atkins (BMW E30). 
Class winners: Tom Bishop/Isobel Mansell (Vauxhall Nova); Gary 
Ollerenshaw/Dion Morley (Honda Civic); James/James.
Historic
1 Leigh Armstrong/Chris Armstrong (Ford Escort Mk2) 32m31s; 2 Mike 
Simpson/Dale Gibbons (Ford Escort Mk1) +4s; 3 Chris Grundy/Steve 
Grundy (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Simon Crook/Alister Crook (Ford Escort 
Mk2); 5 Stuart Anderson/Kenny Owen (Vauxhall Chevette HSR); 
6 John Cressey/Martin Cressey (Austin Mini Cooper S); 7 Martin Beech/
Matthew Bradley (Mazda RX-7); 8 David Higgs/Jamie Sparks (Triumph 
TR7 V8); 9 Clive King/Anton Bird (Austin Mini Cooper S); 10 Ryan Taylor/
Hollie Churchill (Austin Mini). 
Class winners: Cressey/Cressey; Steven Powell/Jamie Hawkins 
(Hillman Avenger); Anderson/Owen.

The place for dreaming up a grand 
plan may sound familiar. “From 
sitting around at the curry house 
in Donington,” recalls Caterham’s 
chief  motorsport and technical 
officer Simon Lambert. “By the end 
of  the curry we’d worked it all out.”

Yet little else was usual about 
Caterham’s new 2019 season curtain-
raiser at Silverstone last weekend, 
devised over the heady meal. The 
Caterham Motorsport Team 
Enduro was a four-hour endurance 
relay; its format that a car each from 
three Caterham series – Roadsport, 
270R and 310R – combine competing 
as ‘Super Teams’. An impressive 
21 teams participated.

The initial curry house plan was 
even more ambitious. “[We were] 

talking about ‘wouldn’t it be great 
to do a Caterham 24-hour race?’, 
and then ‘how would you do that?’” 
Lambert continues. “But that’s 
fantastically expensive and 
well beyond our means.

“Then we said how about we just 
use that same formula and reduce 
it to an endurance race?”

Above all this there was a twist: 
a driver grading system to ensure 
no team could load up only with 
habitual frontrunners. And it 
bore fruit as demonstrated by the 
inaugural winning Super Team, 
‘Power Pratt’ made up of  Martin 
and Oli Pratt as well as Tom Power.

“Oli’s been on the podium a few 
times; I’ve been doing this for 
six years and I’ve never got 

anywhere near!” Martin says.
Lambert adds: “We spent a lot 

of  time working out a formula – 
it’s fantastic that people who don’t 
normally have that opportunity 
can win.”

Power Pratt rose from dead last 
on lap one after Martin beached 
the car in the gravel during a 
drying qualifying session.

There were other benefits from the 
format, including one not foreseen 
by drivers more used to short races.

“It was very hectic in the first 
hour as people got their heads 
around endurance racing,” 
says Lambert.

“You actually have to think, 
and you do need a strategy. It was 
quite clear a lot of  people had just 

come along to enjoy themselves, 
and realised…”

Oli Pratt notes: “It adds another 
tactical side, usually once you’re 
out there you’re out there. [That] 
has another appeal than just being 
a solo effort.”

The ‘Team OLARCH Racing’ squad 
took the overall glory with Alex 
Jordan, Rob Watts and Jack Sales 
all competing in quicker 420Rs.

“It’s a great season-starter,” says 
Jordan. “One, it gives everybody an 
opportunity to blow the cobwebs 
away; two, it’s socially quite fun and 
it mixes up everybody. So those who 
are new get to meet other people; 
they get to pick up a few tips.

“It’s been very good natured, 
and everybody’s had a good time.”

Lambert concludes: “We’d 
definitely like to do it again. 
That’s our hope, that it would be an 
annual thing.” It was hard to find 
anyone at Silverstone disagreeing.

TCR UK’s Lewis Kent starred in 
the BRSCC Saloon Car Trophy 
races, which he treated as a 
shakedown for his Hyundai. 

He missed the first half  of  race one 
after a driveshaft problem on the 
green flag lap meaning Lucky Khera 
won in his BMW M3. Kent won race 
two, storming through from starting 
15th to lead by one-third’s distance.

Ashley Hicklin took two Sports 
Car Trophy wins from two in his 
Radical SR3, despite a stuttering 
race two launch which left him 
seventh at the end of  the first lap.

Ingram will run third on the road



West couldn’t match 4WD opponents but did enough to clinch title again
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RESULTS
Lee Holland Memorial, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 7/8, March 17

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Frank Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus RS WRC 55m22s
2 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +1m06s
3 Wil Owen/Llion Owen Ford Escort Mk2 +2m28s
4 Nigel Mummery/ Fiona Scarrett Ford Focus WRC +4m00s
5 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +4m03s
6 Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 +4m23s
7 Darren Meadows/James Squires Mitsubishi Lancer E4 +5m05s
8 Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates Porsche Cayman +5m17s
9 Mike English/Andy Robinson Ford Escort Mk2 +5m40s
10 Tomas Delaney/Brynmor Pierce BMW Mini Cooper S +5m45s

Event class winners: Bird/Morton; West/Hounslow; Roberts/Williams; Ian Woodhouse/Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5); Adam
Ripper/Ray Ripper (Nissan Micra); Myles Gleave/Jonathan Cragg (Peugeot 205 GTI); Paul Gorge/Adrian Lloyd (MX-5).
MN class winners: Ripper/Ripper; Woodhouse/Lindsay; English/Robinson; Bird/Morton; West/Hounslow.

F
rank Bird flew
to his maiden
Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship win
in last weekend’s
Lee Holland

MemorialRallyatAnglesey,
whileChrisWestsuccessfully
defendedhiscrown.

Peugeot306MaxidriverWestsimply
neededtoreachthefinaltimecheck
unscathedtobeconfirmedaschampion
witharoundtospare,andheduly
completedthetaskbyfinishing
runner-upinwhatprovedtobe
arallyof attrition.

Throughitallemergedanewstar,
though,asinonlyhissecondever
rallyFormulaRenaultEurocupregular
Birdrecoveredfromanearlymistake
todominatetheevent.

Co-driverJackMortonledpraise
fortheyoungster,saying“hetoldme
hejustwantedtobeatGuySmithona
stageatsomepoint–nowhe’snotjust
donethatbutgoneandwonthething!”

Only42of the71entriesmadeitto
theendof therally,asrecentgales
madeconditionschangeable
throughoutthedayinnorthWales.

Attheheadof thefield,Westfought
hardtokeephisfour-wheel-driverivals
withinstrikingdistanceinthebattle
foroverallvictory.Two-timewinner
GuySmithappearedthemostlikely
candidateforoverallhonoursafter
comfortablyleadingthemorningloop
inhisFordFiestaR5,andwastailedby
fatherPeterinhisFiestaRSWRC.

Itwaspromisingtobeanother
intra-familydiceforhonours
betweenthetwo,butquicklyunravelled.

Survivingastallonstagethree,Peter
Smith’sFiestasuccumbedfirstdueto
waterpumpfailure.Hisjuniorwasgifted
a31-secondleadbytheinterval,buthis
rallywouldalsocometoanabrupthalt
onstagefive.

Slowedtoabrief stopbyamechanical
glitchearlierinthestage,GuySmith
thendiveduptheinsideof Rob
HughesandSionCunniff’sFiestaat
theCorkscrewtotryandescapethe
clutchesof achasingWest.Frontwheels
lockedupandtheresultingcollision
causedterminaldamagetoastrutarm
inSmith’sfront-rightsuspension.

“Itdoesn’talwaysgoyourway,”said
anapologeticSmithafterwards.“We
stoppedonstageandhadtorebootit
all,butthenwhenIcaught[Hughes]
Ilockedup.IknewthatIcouldn’tdo
anythingaboutit.”

AbrightstartforHugheshadalready
beendamagedbyanoff intothedamp
grassearlierinthedaywhichearned
thepairastagemaximum.Hughes
said:“Iturnedleft intothegateway
andwegotsideswiped.Wewerealready
nothavingagoodday.”

AnopportunitywasgiftedtoWest
andarecoveringBird,whohadlost
45safteranoff intothetyresonstage
oneasheadaptedtoagravelsurface
forthefirsttime.

“Iliketostartwithanoff,”hejoked,
unbeknownthatitwouldcreatethe
platformforathrillingrecovery.It
startedasearlyasstagetwo,where
heclockedhismaidenfastesttime.

EggedonbyrallyingfatherPaul, it
wasapparentthesingle-seaterregular’s
pacewasnoflukeashegrabbedthelead
onstagesixfollowingtheSmithduo’s
misfortunes.Hethenproceededto
dominatethroughworseningconditions
and,afterbaggingsevenstagewins
fromtheeightcontested,Birdsealed
hisfairytalevictoryby1m06s.

“Ican’tquitebelieveitreally,”he
added.“Iwasouttestingthenew
[FormulaRenault]cartheotherweek
whichwentwell,butthisissodifferent!
IreallyenjoyeditandJack’shelpedme
somuch.I’dlovetodomoreif wecan
sortdatesout.”

Althoughplayingbridesmaidin

CLASS ROUND-UP

The penultimate round proved 
highly unpredictable across 
the classes, three of which were 
turned upside down with one 
stage remaining.

Class A was where much of 
the antics occurred, won by the 
Nissan Micra of Adam Ripper 
who only led the eighth and final 
stage of the day after “incredible 
competition” between the 
main contingents.

Ripper also grabbed MN spoils, 
as Dale Lawson was denied by a 
slow puncture on stage six after a 
consistent run in his MG ZR. He 
had to settle for third behind the 
Toyota Yaris (nicknamed ‘Sharon’) 
of Craig Aston, who improved by 
17s during his maiden Anglesey 
visit. “It’s places like this that make 
me realise why I bought this car,” 
he said.

Lawson sits four points adrift 
of Aston ahead of the Cadwell 
Park finale.

The class victory appeared 
certain for the Vauxhall Corsa of 
Dion Rowlands and Kai Alcock, 
until they collected a chicane 
tyre stack and suffered terminal 
steering damage with one 
stage remaining.

The incident also had 
ramifications seconds later that 
decided the fate of Class B.

Ryan Simpson and Mark Fowler 
did not put a foot wrong in their 
Ford Escort, but came across 
the stray tyres moments later. 
The resulting collision deranged 
the car’s front-left quarter, gifting 
victory to a familiar face.

That and maximum MN points 
again went to a Paul Sheard-run 
Mazda MX-5, but not in the hands 
of its regular driver. Instead, spoils 
went to 2016-17 overall champion 
Ian Woodhouse, who christened 
his series return with victory 
ahead of Ashleigh Morris.

Stage seven continued to 
bite, this time in Class C as the 
brother/sister pairing of Joshua 
and Tamsyn Davey were denied 
a hat-trick of class victories when 
mechanical troubles reemerged 
with their Darrian T90 on the 
main straight.

Eric Roberts was the beneficiary 
in his Ford Escort, although the 
similar car of Mike English earned 
top MN points in class despite 
an “interesting” slick-shod 
stage when the day’s heaviest 
shower arrived.

The D2 class also proved 
unpredictable, with overall rally 
winner Frank Bird eventually taking 
both maximum MN points and the 
outright class honours. Guy Smith 
initially looked odds-on favourite 
in the early stages, before his 
collision with Rob Hughes’ Fiesta 
put a third victory out of reach.

Only the D1 class evaded 
significant drama. Both overall 
and MN spoils went to reigning 
champion Chris West, who 
continued his and co-driver Keith 
Hounslow’s 100 per cent record 
in individual classes this season.

Error on SS1
didn’t stop Bird

Ripper survived to take Class A

Anglesey, second place was enough 
to make West champion once again. 

“We just couldn’t compete with the 
4WD cars today,” he said. “I’m happy, 
because we’ve done all right, won it 
again and had strong results all 
season. We kept getting better.”

Local driver Wil Owen tamed his 
improving Ford Escort Mk2 to add 
another Lee Holland podium to his 
collection. He was best of  the rest 
ahead of  Nigel Mummery who 
survived a hail-induced spin in 
his Ford Focus RS WRC for fourth.

A fine performance by Eric Roberts 
was enough to pip regular frontrunner 
Stephen Tilburn, who enjoyed the 
conditions more than others thanks 
to a working heater in his Escort.

Darren Meadows and James Squires 
guided their Mitsubishi Lancer E4 to 
seventh ahead of  Ciro Carannante, 
who finally put to use a set of  new wet 
tyres he was reluctant to waste on his 
Porsche Cayman. Mike English (Escort 
Mk2) was ninth, and the top 10 was 
rounded out by the spectacular Tomas 
Delaney in his BMW Mini Cooper S.

Dan Mason
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RESULTS
Border Counties Rally, Scotland, Scottish Rally Championship, round 2/7,
March 16
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC05 40m51s
2 Garry Pearson/Dale Bowen Ford Fiesta R5 +33s
3 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC +1m26s
4 Freddie Milne/Steven Brown Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m38s
5 Michael Binnie/Claire Mole Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m41s
6 Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subaru Impreza +2m35s
7 Scott MacBeth/Daniel Forsyth Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m47s
8 Thomas Gray/Harry Marchbank Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m53s
9 Alan Dickson/Martin Forrest Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +4m02s
10 Ian Bainbridge/Mark Fisher Subaru Impreza +4m11s

Class winners: Niall Cowan Jnr/Thomas Bruce (MG ZR); Donald Peacock/Keith Riddick (Peugeot 205 GTI); Barry Lindsay/
Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 206 Cup); Paddy Munro/Keir Beaton (Escort Mk2); Steve Bannister/Callum Atkinson (Escort Mk2);
Carl/Robin Tuer (Suzuki Swift Maxi); Steven Wood/Mary Wood (Ford Fiesta RWD); Iain Wilson/Chris Williams (Escort Mk2);
Binnie/Mole; Milne/Brown; Thorburn/Beaton.

E
uanThorburn
andPaulBeaton’s
victoryonlast
weekend’sBorder
CountiesRally
makesitthree
winsonthetrot

fortheFordFocusWRC05crew.
Ahalf-minutewinningmarginover

GarryPearsonandDaleBowenintheir
FordFiestaR5madeitsoundrather
easy,butthatwasfarfromthecase.

Therewassnowonthefirsttwo
stages,slushonthenexttwowhile
thefinaltwowerejustwetandmuddy
althoughtherewasgriptobefound,
butonlyforthebrave.StephenPetch
andMichaelWilkinson(FiestaRS
WRC)completedthetopthreeat
theendof amostdifficultday.

Althoughdeclareda‘snowrally’at
0740hrsbytheorganisers, thefalling
snowwasalreadyturningtorainas
the0830hrsrallystarttimeapproached
andthetwo-wheel-drivecarslinedup
attheheadof thefield.Thatmeant
thefour-wheel-drivebrigadewere
tobenefit fromclearerroads.

Bythetimethetopseedsreachedthe
firsttwotests, therewerealreadytwo
blacklinesshowingthroughthesnow-
coveredterrain.Fastestoverboth
testswerePearson/BowenandPeter
Taylor/AndrewRoughead(FiestaRS
WRC),bothcrewssharingidentical
times.Thirdquickestonbothtests
wereJockArmstrongandCameron
FairintheirSubaruImpreza,while
fourthquickestwereThorburnand
Beatonbuttheretirementlistwas
alsowellunderway.

BruceMcCombie’sFordFocus
WRChadshearedabottomarmand
thewheelhadgonesledgingwhile
JohnWinkgotawheelonthesnow
underbrakingforahairpin.

TheHyundaii20R5spunand,
althoughWinkmanagedtobringthe
cartoahalt, it justslidhelplesslyinto
aditchunderitsownweight.Nota
markonthecar,butgoingnofurther.
MorefortunatewasScottMacBeth.
Firsttimeongravelwithhisnew
MitsubishiLancerE9,hehadsetan
impressivefifthfastesttimeonthe

openingtestbutaburstbrakepipe
costhimnearlyaminuteonSS2.

Frombeingfourthoverallaftertwo
stages,Thorburnfoundhimself inthe
leadafterfour.Taylor’sFiestaWRC
coastedtoahaltattheendof thethird
testwithadeadenginewhilePearson
hadspunhisFiestaR5.“Itwasmy
ownfault,”smiledPearson.“Iput
thepowerdowncomingoutof aleft-
eight,gotawheelonthesnowand
spun,thengotstuckinthemud.
I lostnearlyaminute.”

Atleasthewasstillgoing.BothFiesta
R5sof DonnieMacDonaldandMark
McCullochfellvictimtoKielder’s
snow-filledditcheswhileChrisCollie
inahiredMitsubishiLancerE8was
sidelinedwithfuelpumpfailure.

Withtwosnowandslush-freestages
remaining,Thorburnnowhada
32-secondleadoverPearsonwithPetch
inthirdplace.“I’vehadanunfortunate
starttomyseason,I’mjustwantingto
getaround,”saidPetch.

ButwherewasArmstrong?Hehad
moveduptosecondplace,9sbehind
theleader,afterSS3butdespitesetting
thirdfastesttimeinSS4hefound
himself demotedtoeighthplace.The
Subarudriverhadincurredatwo-
minutepenaltybookingintoTC4.Little
consolation,buthewasn’ttheonlyone.

ThatleftThorburnincommand.
“Idon’treallylikethesnow,soIwas

reallycautiousoverthefirsttwostages,
hopingthatIcouldpushonlaterasthe
snowclearedintherain,”hesaid.And
soitproved.Hewasstill fastestoverthe
penultimatetest fromPearsonand
thirdquickestinthefinalrunwhere
PearsontiedwithArmstrong.

ThroughoutthedayFreddieMilne
andMichaelBinniehadbeenwaginga
tremendousbattleandthetwoLancer
E9driversendedthedayjustthree
secondsapartinfourthandfifth,with
Armstrongroundingoff thetopsix.

Twomoredrivesworthyof note
filledthenexttwoplaceswithMacBeth
fightingbackafterhisearlierbrake
losstoclaimseventhjustaheadof
ThomasGray,firsttimeoutinhis
newLancerE9andscoringan
impressiveeighth.

IN BRIEF

Winner in 2WDs
Top two-wheel-drive runner was 
Steve Bannister in 11th overall in 
his Ford Escort Mk2, with Paddy 
Munro (Escort Mk2) 15th overall 
just two seconds ahead of the 
Mk2 of Iain Wilson. Steven Wood’s 
rear-wheel-drive Fiesta was 
fourth in class and 17th overall.

New family member
Hard to believe, but two weeks prior 
to the Border Counties Rally, 
Class 5 winner Steve Bannister 
became a great grandfather to 
great granddaughter Darcy.

Let it snow!
Barry Lindsay’s Class 3 winning 
Peugeot 206 was the leading 
1650cc contender, finishing the 
rally in a mighty impressive 18th 
place overall and possibly the 
only driver who had been praying 
for more snow! “It was nice and 
rough and wet, that’s how I like it,” 
said Lindsay. “I heard a few ‘woo-
hoos’ from the co-driver’s side 
but we kept out of the ditches.”

Cowan Jr wins class
Niall Cowan Jr scored the 1450cc 
Class 1 win in his MG ZR by two 
minutes from the similar car of Scott 
Peacock, who had stopped to see 
if the crew of a Ford Escort were 
OK after their car plunged into a 
water-filled hole leaving just the 
roof, boot lid and tail lights showing.

Wellies for boots
Class 2 winner, Donald Peacock, 
finished the rally in his Peugeot 
205 driving in his wellies after 
his socks and racing boots got 
soaked in the first two stages. 
Martin Crombie was second in 
his spluttering Talbot Sunbeam 
and lucky to finish as the 
dampness got into the 
car’s electrics.

Gearbox woes
John Rintoul’s Skoda Fabia S2000 
was sidelined on the third stage when 
the gearbox failed and the car lost 
drive, stranding the crew mid-stage.

Car debut shortlived
After two seasons with a 
Mitsubishi Lancer E5, Scottish 
Rally Championship sponsor 
Kevin Crawford had his first run 
out in his new Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9 but retired in the second 
stage when the car slid off the 
road in the snow. 

No laughing matter
Nikki Addison and Rachel Matheson 
were still smiling after their first ever 
roll despite the fact that Matheson 
cut her hand. When the sliding rear 
end of their Peugeot 106 caught the 
snow on the first stage, Addison 
shouted to Matheson: “I’ve got this” – 
just as the car tipped over and fell on to 
its roof. When it was recovered later, 
Addison drove it out of the stage.

Crews caught out
In total, 10 crews incurred a 
two-minute time penalty which 
affected their final scores. A route 
amendment had been included 
(and signed for) in their pack 
when signing-on prior to the 
rally. This informed the crews 
that SS3 had been shortened. 
This meant that the subsequent 
road section had been lengthened 
and that crews should mark their 
Time Cards accordingly.

Ford Focus WRC05
came out on top

Mixed conditions caught many
out. By John Fife

ELEMENTS FAIL TO
STOP THORBURN

Another Mitsubishi in the top 10 was 
ninth-placed Alan Dickson (Lancer E9) 
who had made what he called the first 
crucial decision of  the day when he 
looked out of  his hotel room window 
earlier that morning and saw the snow. 

“It was either turn left out of  the 
hotel car park and go home for rugby 
and telly or turn right and head for 
the rally,” he joked.

Completing the top 10 finishers 
was the Subaru Impreza of  Ian 
Bainbridge, another to suffer a two-

minute time penalty. Just outside 
the top 10, Steve Bannister finished 
top two-wheel-drive car in an 
impressive 11th place overall. 

“My historic Mk2 doesn’t have 
the power of  these ‘new’ Mk2s,” 
he said. “That was the difference 
in these conditions today.”

All of  which left Thorburn leading 
two championships, BTRDA and 
the Scottish contest. 

“Who’d have believed that after a 
year out of  it?” said Thorburn.

Pearson/Bowen managed to grab second place in tricky conditions



Championship index

NO CHAMPIONSHIP
1 CIK-FIAWorldChampionship
2 CIK-FIAWorldJuniorChampionship
3 CIK-FIAWorldKZChampionship
4 CIK-FIA InternationalKZ2SuperCup
5 CIK-FIAEuropeanChampionship
6 CIK-FIAEuropeanJuniorChampionship
7 CIK-FIAEuropeanKZChampionship
8 CIK-FIAEuropeanKZ2Championship
9 CIK-FIAEnduranceChampionship
10 CIK-FIAKartingAcademyTrophy
11 WSKSuperMasterSeries
12 WSKFinalCup
13 RotaxMaxChallengeEuroTrophy
14 SKUSASuperNationals
15 KartingUKBritishRotaxKartingChampionships
16 KartingUKBritish IAMEKartingChampionships
17 KartingUKBritishTKMKartingChampionships
18 SuperOneSeries
19 LittleGreenManSeries
20 BritishSuperkartChampionship
21 KartingUKBambinoRacingChampionship
22 DanielRicciardoSeries
23 Club100
24 KartmastersBritishGrandPrix
25 TrentValleyKartClubWinterSeries
26 SheningtonKartClubChampionship
27 HuntsKartClubChampionship
28 FulbeckKartClubChampionship
29 Manchester&BuxtonKartClubChampionship
30 Manchester&BuxtonKartClubWinterSeries
31 CumbriaKartRacingClubChampionship
32 WestofScotlandKartClubChampionship
33 ClayPigeonKartClubChampionship
34 ForestEdgeKartClubChampionship
35 RissingtonKartClubChampionship
36 WhiltonMillKartClub
37 TKMOPlate
38 TKMClubmanChampionship
39 TKMFestival
40 BayfordMeadowsClubChampionship
41 KentKartChampionship
42 MansellKartRacingClubChampionship
43 ElloughParkKartClubChampionship
44 CheshireKartRacingClubChampionship
45 CamberleyKartClubChampionship
46 NorthernKartingFederation
47 F100BritishChampionship
48 HistoricKartSeries
49 BritishUniversitiesKartingChampionship
50 BambinoKartClubTour
51 IAMEInternationalFinal
52 SheningtonSuperPrix
53 TeessideSprintChampionship
54 British24-hour race

March

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
21-24 Sarno, Italy 11
23 Blackbushe 45
23-24 Fulbeck 18
23-24 Shenington 23
23-24 ThreeSisters 29,30
23-24 WhiltonMill 36
24 Teesside 53
30-31 PF International 15
30-31 MansellRaceway 42
30-31 WhiltonMill 50
31 Fulbeck 28

May

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
2-5 Wackersdorf, 7,8,10

Germany
4-5 Rowrah 18,50
4-5 PF International 19
4-5 Llandow 23
4-5 Fulbeck 48
5 ForestEdge 34
5 Rissington 35
5-6 Snetterton 20
10-12 Shenington 16
11-12 Glan-Y-Gors 22
11-12 ClayPigeon 33
12 Kimbolton 27
12 Rowrah 31
16-19 Genk,Belgium 5,6
18 ElloughPark 43
18-19 Rissington 17
18-19 Rowrah 18
18-19 Larkhall 32
18-19 HootonPark 44
19 Shenington 26
19 BayfordMeadows 40,41
25 Blackbushe 45
25-26 Rowrah 15
25-26 ThreeSisters 21,29
25-26 WhiltonMill 36
25-26 MansellRaceway 42
25-26 Lydd 47
25-26 Llandow 50
26 Fulbeck 28
26 Teesside 53
30May Kristianstad, 5,6
-2June Sweden
31May Adria, 13
-2June Italy

June

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
1-2 PF International
1-2 DoningtonPark 20
1-2 Glan-Y-Gors 46
2 ForestEdge 34
2 Rissington 35
7-9 Larkhall 16
8-9 Glan-Y-Gors 18
8-9 Shenington 22
8-9 Kimbolton 27
8-9 Rowrah 21,31
9 ClayPigeon 33
9 Lydd 41
13-16 Sarno, Italy 7,8,10
15 ElloughPark 43
15-16 Larkhall 19,32
15-16 BuckmorePark 23
15-16 HootonPark 44,46
16 Shenington 26
16 BayfordMeadows 40
22 Blackbushe 45
22-23 Fulbeck 17
22-23 ClayPigeon 18
22-23 ThreeSisters 29,47
22-23 WhiltonMill 36
22-23 Lydd 48
29-30 MansellRaceway 15
30 Fulbeck 28
30 Teesside 53

July

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
6-7 PF International
6-7 Larkhall 18,50
6-7 WhiltonMill 22
7 Rowrah 31
7 ForestEdge 34
7 Rissington 35
12-14 Kristianstad,Sweden 13
12-14 Rowrah 16
13-14 ClayPigeon 33
14 Kimbolton 27
18-21 LeMans,France 5,6
19-21 Shenington 26,38,52
20 ElloughPark 43
20-21 Glan-Y-Gors 15
20-21 Rowrah 19
20-21 Knockhill 20
20-21 HootonPark 44
21 BayfordMeadows 40
27 Blackbushe 45
27-28 Shenington 17
27-28 RyeHouse 23
27-28 Fulbeck 28,46
27-28 ThreeSisters 29,36
27-28 MansellRaceway 42
27-28 Rowrah 48
27-28 Rissington 18,50
28 Teesside 53

April

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
5-7 WhiltonMill 49
6-7 Bishopscourt 20
6-7 ClayPigeon 22
6-7 Fulbeck 47
6-7 HootonPark 48
7 ForestEdge 34
7 Rissington 35
12-14 PF International 16
13-14 WhiltonMill 23
14 Kimbolton 27
14 Rowrah 31
14 ClayPigeon 33,38
14 Lydd 41
18-21 Angerville,France 5,6
19-21 Genk,Belgium 13
20 ElloughPark 43
20-21 Glan-Y-Gors 19
20-21 Larkhall 32
20-21 HootonPark 44
21 CadwellPark 20
21 Shenington 26
21 BayfordMeadows 40
27 Blackbushe 45
27-28 PF International 17,21
27-28 ThreeSisters 29,30,46
27-28 WhiltonMill 36
27-28 MansellRaceway 42
28 Fulbeck 28
28 Teesside 53

August

DATE VENUE
1-4 PF Internationa
2-4 Teesside
4 ForestEdge
10-11 Kimbolton
10-11 Rowrah
11 ClayPigeon
17 ElloughPark
17-18 ClayPigeon
17-18 Rissington
17-18 Shenington
17-18 Lydd
17-18 Larkhall
17-18 HootonPark
17-18 Rowrah
18 BayfordMeadow
23-25 ThreeSisters
23-25 Shenington
24 Blackbushe
24-25 WhiltonMill
24-25 MansellRacewa
24-25 ClayPigeon
24-26 Rowrah
31Aug CadwellPark
-1Sep
31Aug Rissington
-1Sep
31Aug Rowrah
-1Sep
31Aug PF Internationa
-1Sep
31Aug Fulbeck
-1Sep
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Championshipsataglance

DATE EVENT
CIK-FIAWorldChampionship
Sept 5-8 Alaharma (FIN)

CIK-FIAWorld Junior Championship
Sept 5-8 Alaharma (FIN)

CIK-FIAWorldKZChampionship
Sept 19-22 LonatoSouthGarda (ITA)

CIK-FIAEuropeanChampionship
April 18-21 Angerville (FRA)
May 16-19 Genk (BEL)
May 30-June2 Kristianstad (SWE)
July 18-21 LeMans (FRA)

CIK-FIAEuropean Junior Championship
April 18-21 Angerville (FRA)
May 16-19 Genk (BEL)
May 30-June2 Kristianstad (SWE)
July 18-21 LeMans (FRA)

CIK-FIAEuropeanKZChampionship
May2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU)
June13-16 Sarno (ITA)

CIK-FIAEuropeanKZ2Championship
May2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU)
June13-16 Sarno (ITA)

CIK-FIAKartingAcademyTrophy
May2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU)
June14-16 Sarno (ITA)
Sept 20-22 LonatoSouthGarda (ITA)

WSKSuperMaster Series
Jan 31-Feb3 Adria (ITA)
Feb21-24 LonatoSouthGarda (ITA)
March 7-10 LaConca (ITA)
March 21-24 Sarno (ITA)

WSKFinal Cup
Nov14-17 Adria (ITA)

RotaxMaxChallengeEuro Trophy
April 19-21 Genk (BEL)
May 31-June2 Adria (ITA)
July 12-14 Kristianstad (SWE)
Sept 6-8 Wackersdorf (DEU)

KartingUKBritishRotaxKartingChampionships
March30-31 PF International
May 25-26 Rowrah
June29-30 Mansell Raceway
July 20-21 Glan-Y-Gors
Aug17-18 Clay Pigeon
Sept 14-15 Forest Edge
Oct 12-13 WhiltonMill

October

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
5-6 PF International 25
6 ForestEdge 34
12 BuckmorePark 47
12-13 Wombwell 50
12-13 LeMans,France 51
13 Kimbolton 27
13 Rowrah 31
13 ClayPigeon 33
18-20 Larkhall 32
19 ElloughPark 43
19-20 WhiltonMill 17
19-20 BayfordMeadows 21,40,41
19-20 Llandow 22
19-20 RedLodge 23
19-20 HootonPark 44
19-20 Tattershall 48
20 Shenington 26
26 Blackbushe 45
26-27 ThreeSisters 29
26-27 WhiltonMill 36,38
26-27 MansellRaceway 42
27 Fulbeck 28

November

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
2-3 HootonPark 22
2-3 PF International 25
3 ForestEdge 34
9-10 BuckmorePark 23
9-10 Fulbeck 48
10 Kimbolton 27
10 Rowrah 31
10 ClayPigeon 33
14-17 Adria, Italy 12
16 ElloughPark 43
16-17 HootonPark 44
17 BayfordMeadows 40
17 Teesside 53
20-24 LasVegas,USA 14
23-24 ThreeSisters 29
23-24 WhiltonMill 36
24 Fulbeck 28
30 Blackbushe 45
30Nov PF International 25
-1Dec

December

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
8 Kimbolton 27
15 BayfordMeadows 40
21 ElloughPark 43
21 Blackbushe 45

CHAMPIONSHIP
International 24

54
34

37,38,39
50
33
43
15
19

21,26
23
32
44
47

yfordMeadows 40
16
18
45
36

MansellRaceway 42
48

31,46
20

21,38

22

International 25

50

September

DATE VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
1 ForestEdge 34
5-8 Alaharma,Finland 1,2
6-8 Wackersdorf,

Germany 13
7-8 Kimbolton 17
7-8 WhiltonMill 23
8 ClayPigeon 33
8 Lydd 41
14-15 ForestEdge 15
14-15 Larkhall 21,32,46
14-15 HootonPark 44
14-15 ElloughPark 47
15 Shenington 26
15 BayfordMeadows 40
19-22 LonatoSouth

Garda, Italy 3,4,10
21-22 Anglesey 20
21-22 ThreeSisters 19,29
21-22 WhiltonMill 36
21-22 ElloughPark 43
21-22 Llandow 48
22 Fulbeck 28
27-29 LeMans,France 9
27-29 WhiltonMill 16
28 Blackbushe 45
28-29 Fulbeck 22
28-29 ClayPigeon 23
28-29 MansellRaceway 42
29 Teesside 53 GOTASTORY? EMAIL

national@motorsport.com
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DATE EVENT
DATE EVENT
KartingUKBritish IAMEKartingChampionships
April 12-14 PF International
May 10-12 Shenington
June7-9 Larkhall
July 12-14 Rowrah
Aug23-25 ThreeSisters
Sept 27-29 WhiltonMill

KartingUKBritishTKMKartingChampionships
April 27-28 PF International
May 18-19 Rissington
June22-23 Fulbeck
July 27-28 Shenington
Sept 7-8 Kimbolton
Oct 19-20 WhiltonMill

SuperOneSeries
March23-24 Fulbeck
May4-5 Rowrah
May18-19 Rowrah
June8-9 Glan-Y-Gors
June22-23 Clay Pigeon
July 6-7 Larkhall
July 27-28 Rissington
Aug23-25 Shenington

LittleGreenManSeries
April 20-21 Glan-Y-Gors
May 4-5 PF International
June15-16 Larkhall
July 20-21 Rowrah
Aug17-18 Rissington
Sept 21-22 ThreeSisters

DanielRicciardoSeries
April 6-7 Clay Pigeon
May11-12 Glan-Y-Gors
June8-9 Shenington
July 6-7 WhiltonMill
Aug31-Sept 1 Rowrah
Sept 28-29 Fulbeck
Oct 19-20 Llandow
Nov2-3 HootonPark

Club100
Feb23-24 BuckmorePark
March 23-24 Shenington
April 13-14 WhiltonMill
May 4-5 Llandow
June15-16 BuckmorePark
July 27-28 RyeHouse
Aug17-18 Lydd
Sept 7-8 WhiltonMill
Sept 28-29 Clay Pigeon
Oct 19-20 Red Lodge
Nov9-10 BuckmorePark



Edwards/Walsh had to settle for second spot in BRC order in Ireland
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REPORTS

Cave (l) and co-driver Morgan celebrate success

RESULTS

West Cork Rally, British Rally Championship, round 2/6, March 16-17

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1   Tom Cave/James Morgan  Hyundai i20 R5  1h51m55.9s
2  Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh  Ford Fiesta R5  +4.8s
3  Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5  +1m44.6s
4  Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell  Skoda Fabia R5  +2m17.8s
5  Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick  Ford Fiesta R5  +3m22.1s
6  David Bogie/John Rowan  Skoda Fabia R5  +7m51.2s
7  Josh McErlean/Keaton Williams  Peugeot 208 R2  +11m48.3s
8  James Williams/Tom Woodburn  Vauxhall Adam R2  +12m22.0s
9  William Creighton/Liam Regan Peugeot 208 R2  +12m23.6s
10  James Wilson/Arthur Kierans Peugeot 208 R2  +12m37.7s

Class winners: BRC 1 Cave/Morgan; Junior BRC McErlean/Williams
Points: 1 Matt Edwards 43; 2 Marty McCormack 27; 3 David Bogie 26; 4 Tom Cave 25; 5 Josh Moffett 25; 6 Desi Henry 12.

A
decade ago, 
Matt Edwards 
was working 
at M-Sport 
and building 
Craig Breen’s 
gearboxes, while 

building his own Ford Fiesta ST in 
his spare time to fight against the 
young Irish prodigy on the stages. 

Fast forward 10 years, and it was 
Breen versus Edwards in the same 
machinery again, only this time 
Edwards had the works machinery 
with his M-Sport-backed Ford Fiesta 
R5. Ex-works Citroen World Rally 
Championship driver Craig Breen 
had the favourite’s tag instead. 

But it wouldn’t be a repeat of  that 
old battle, not least because Breen 
wasn’t registered for the British 
Rally Championship. There was 
another factor in the equation in the 
shape of  Tom Cave as well.

He became the first driver that 
wasn’t Edwards to win a BRC event 
outright since Keith Cronin in 2017 
and it was Cave’s first BRC win 
since the Rally of  Yorkshire in 2012. 
Just 4.8 seconds would settle it.

Cave – partnered by James Morgan 
instead of  Dale Bowen for this round – 
had singled out before the season that 
the championship would be won on 
asphalt pace. It was part of  the reason 
he pushed so hard to renew his 
partnershipwithMichelin–due

to its superior Tarmac tyres – on 
his Hyundai i20 R5, and claimed that 
he would work harder than ever to 
improve his driving on sealed surfaces. 

It was clear from early on in the first 
day that Breen’s slow start was not a 
sign of  things to come as he raced off  
into the sunset en route to a comfortable 
overall event victory. He had the 
benefit of  not having to fight for a 
championship, while Edwards tries 
to defend his with stronger BRC 
competition than in the previous 
year, and with a new co-driver in 
Patrick Walsh. 

But neither appeared to be the main 
British challenger after the first trio 
of  stages, with reigning Irish Tarmac 
champion Josh Moffett stretching 
the legs of  his Ford Fiesta R5 into a 
15s lead after three stages. His 
knowledge of  the rally was vital 
given the fact it was the first time 
it had been included in the BRC. 

The conditions were wet and 
treacherous to say the least. Although 
it may sound like a cliche, drivers 
reported avoiding retirement was a 
success, such was the rainfall and 
difficulty out on the stages. And 
experience of  the roads surely helped.

Edwards won four of  the next six 
stages in a resurgent display, to sit 
6.8s in the lead on Saturday night for 
what is the BRC’s only two-day event 
this season. Cave won the other 
twostagesasthebattlebetween

the two Welshmen intensified.
Moffett’s rally unhinged with a 

broken driveshaft before the end of  
the first day, his chances of  a BRC title 
slipping away as wins on the asphalt 
rounds were vital, as other drivers are 
more at home than him on the gravel.

Sunday would provide a dry surface 
in the most part, and Cave pushed early. 
Even if  Moffett was the paceman on 
Saturday, Cave and Edwards won all 
of  Sunday’s stages between them. 

Edwards’ overnight 6.8s lead became 
a 1.2s deficit to Cave on the first stage, 
and he fell further behind on SS11, the 
second test of  the day. Edwards fought 
back in SS12 and SS13, taking the lead 
on the former test.

But that is all he would get, as a big 
push from Cave reversed the order 
completely on the penultimate stage. 
A tenth is all Edwards could pull back 
on the final stage, leaving 4.8s in total 
after 135.4 miles of  stage action. The 
pair took third and fourth overall.

“We had a good run on stage 14 and 
pulled a bit of  time out from Matt,” 
said Cave. “I think that was the most 
we’ve pulled out all day. It’s been a 
very difficult rally and considering 
the conditions yesterday we kept our 
noses clean. We’ve been rewarded 
with a really good result.”

Moffett sealed third in the BRC ahead 
of  the new second-place man in the 
championship, Marty McCormack, in 
thetopSkodaFabiaR5.JonnyGreer

Hyundai i20 
crew took win

CAVEHOLDSOFF
EDWARDSTOWIN
Search for BRC win ends after seven-year drought

First Junior class victory for McErlean after tough conditions claim rivals
Josh McErlean has shown pace in a range 
of  sub-optimal machinery. But for 2019 
he has the car that won last year’s British 
Rally Championship – a Peugeot 208 R2 – 
and on Irish asphalt he finally delivered 
a first Junior class victory.

It was fellow 208 driver Marty Gallagher 
and co-driver Dean O’Sullivan that led for 
the first five stages and looked like they 
might take their first win, but then they 
crashed out. That promoted McErlean, 
who was usurped by 2016 BTRDA 1400 
champion and now Opel Adam R2 driver 
Jordan Hone by the end of  day one, the 
wet and windy conditions making it even 
harder for the two-wheel-drive R2 cars of  
the class than its R5 big brother. 

When the stages proved drier on 
Sunday morning, McErlean came to 
the fore, and by SS13 he’d built up a lead 
of  12.2s over Hone. On that stage, Hone 
slid off  the road and ended what had 
been an entertaining battle. 

Another Adam replaced Hone  in 
James Williams/Tom Woodburn, 
but they were 42.6s in arrears. 

McErlean and co-driver Keaton 
Williams therefore held on with that 
comfortable cushion for a first victory 
in the series, and a €2500 cheque for 
Peugeot parts. 

Williams had to fight hard to hold 
off  the charging Peugeot of  William 
Creighton and Liam Regan, but 

managed to do so as the latter pair’s 
title bid has gotten off  to a slow start. 

It was announced before the event 
that James Wilson will get Hyundai 
i20 R5 outings this year thanks to his 
Billy Coleman Award win, but his 
event was plagued by a misfire for 
his 208 and a small accident which 
led to fourth. That was still enough 
to maintain an equal championship 
lead with McErlean, while Creighton 
sits an ominous four points behind. 

Rookie Ruairi Bell set fastest stage 
times in a Ford Fiesta R2T in what has 
been an impressive start to his BRC 
career, with reigning BRC champion 
co-driver Darren Garrod alongside. Peugeot 208 R2 crew of McErlean and Williams stayed out of trouble

and David Bogie rounded out the top 
R5 contingent, a disappointing result 
for the latter who had been a favourite 
to fight for BRC honours overall.

Edwards holds a 16-point lead in the 
championship after a first and a second 

in 2019. Cave’s retirement in the 
Cambrian opener means he’s 
18 behind. A third and a fourth for 
McCormack mean the reigning 
R.A.C. Rally winner is currently 
Edwards’ closest challenger.



Breen (front right) comfortably leads ITRC standings after two wins
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RESULTS

West Cork Rally, IrishTarmac Championship, round 2/8, March 16-17

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Craig Breen/Paul Nagle Ford Fiesta R5 1hr51m18.6s
2 Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble Ford Fiesta R5 +22.2s
3 Tom Cave/James Morgan Hyundai i20 R5 +37.3s
4 Sam Moffett/James Fulton Ford Fiesta R5 +1m34.3s
5 Callum Devine/Brian Hoy Ford Fiesta R5 +1m41.4s
6 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5 +2m21.9s
7 Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Skoda Fabia R5 +2m47.3s
8 Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +3m59.4s
9 Stephen Wright/Dai Roberts Ford Fiesta R5 +5m16.6s
10 David Guest/Jonathan McGrath Skoda Fabia S2000 +7m54.4s

Event class winners: Edwards/Walsh; Josh McErlean/Keaton Williams (Peugeot 208).

C
raig Breen and
Paul Nagle
were the
victors in
the West Cork
Rally with
22.2 seconds

to spare over Alastair Fisher
and Gordon Noble, both
crews in Ford Fiesta R5s.

TomCaveandJamesMorgantook
anexcellentthirdplaceoverall ina
Hyundaii20R5,just15sbehindFisher.

Theweathercouldscarcelyhave
beenworseforthe41strunningof
theWestCorkRallyasthe145starters
linedupfortheopeningstage,the
classicRingtest.

Highwindsandincessantrain
batteredthecoastalstage,withshiny
tarandpoolsof watermakinglife
verydifficultforeveryone.Astrong
line-upgracedtheCorkMotorClub
eventwiththerallybeingthesecond
roundof boththeIrishTarmac
RallyChampionshipandtheBritish
RallyChampionship.

JoshMoffettandKeithMoriarty
werefastestontheopeningtestby1.1s
fromRobertBarrableandDamien
Connolly,whoweremakingtheir
firstappearanceinaSkodaFabiaR5.
Breenwasalowlyfifthafterthefirst
stage,butastunningtimeonthe
equallydifficultsecondstageat
Dunworleypropelledhimtothetop
of theleaderboard.

Mostdrivershadastorytotellafter
theopeningloopwithmanyclose
shaves,buttwowhoweren’tsolucky
wereManusKelly/DonallBarrett(i20
R5)whobentthebackaxleafter
cloutingabank,andCalMcCarthy/
EamonnDullea(CitroenDS3R5)
whoretiredafterhittingawall
andbreakingtheradiator.

Theweatherimprovedsomewhat
onthesecondloopwheretheRing
andDunworleywererepeated,and
Breentookadvantagetomoveintoan

11.4sleadoverMoffett.DanielCronin
(FiestaR5)andMeirionEvans(Ford
EscortMk2)werebothforcedout
bythispointwithanoverheating
engineandfuelpressureproblems
respectively,althoughEvansrejoined
inRally2.DeclanBoylehadlostover
sixminutesearlyon,butwasstill
goingwhileDonaghKellyinhis
firstappearanceinaSkodaFabia
R5wastakingthingsveryeasyas
hegotusedtothenewcar.

Theafternoonstageswere
ShanawayandSam’sCrosstackled
twicefollowedbyashort1.5-mile
blastontheedgeof Clonakiltytown
towrapuptheday’saction.

BreenextendedhisleadoverFisher
asMoffettsufferedaminute’s loss on
SS6 with a broken propshaft, which
dropped him to eighth.Kelly was also
out, having broken a wheel on the SS5.

The sun had come out belatedly
and the roads were drying out so the
speed increased. Cave had moved
into third place with Matt Edwards,
Sam Moffett and Callum Devine
completing the top six after six stages.
There was little change over the
remaining stages of the day except
for Edwards moving ahead of Cave
for third place and Breen extending
his lead over Fisher to 26.8s.

The second day was a huge contrast
in weather with the sun shining and
cold, dry conditions. Fisher took
fastest time on the opening Clogagh
stage to close the gap slightly to 24.4s,
while Cave moved back into third
place. Several battles were
going on down through the top dozen,
with Josh Moffett moving ahead of
Barrable and Cathan McCourt
closing in on Stephen McCann.

The pressure told on McCann on
the following stage at Ballinascarthy
when he slid off the roadandoutof
theevent.Bytheendof stage12,
Ardfield, the gap at the top was back
out to 27.7s and, barring a disaster,

Ford Fiesta R5
was car to have

TWO FROM TWO
Ex-WRC driver tamed the conditions on way to victory. By Kevin O’Driscoll

Four-timeWorldRallyChampionship
runner-upMikkoHirvonenfounda
newlegionof fansinWestCorkashe
nettedalatevictoryinthemodified
categoryof theWestCorkRally.

Thepresenceof theFinn,co-driven
byJarnoOttmaninaleft-hand-drive
FordEscortMk2,boostedthe
spectatorlevelsinClonakilty.

Butfor12of the15stages
Cavan’sGaryKiernan(Escort) led
thewayuntilablownengineon
SS13signaledtheend.

Hirvonenwentontoclaimthe
laurelsandfinished1m35.2sahead
of theEscortof DamianTonerwith
localdriverConorMcCarthy
(MitsubishiLancerE9)
afurther1m27.8sbehind.

Windsof almosthurricane
proportionsgreetedthecrewson
thetraditionalRingopener.Kiernan
wasfastestoutof theblocksandled
theEscortof PhilCollinsby7.8s
withHirvonenanadditional1.9s
behindinthird.

WelshfavouriteJohnDalton
wasexpectedtochallengebut
thatendedwhenhecrashedhis
DarrianT90GTR+atthesame
locationthatbroughtasimilar
fatetoManusKellyandDesi
HenryintheInternationalentry.

Theopeningpairof stagesatRing
andDunworleywererepeatedwith
Hirvonenpunchinginhisfirstfastest
stagetimeontherepeatof Ring.
BythemiddayserviceKiernan,
whobrokeanenginemountand
damagedthepropshaftonSS4,was
26.7saheadof hisFinnishrival.

Thesecondpartof Saturdaystages,
anothertwo-by-twostageformatand
ashorttownstage,allowedKiernan,
despiteyetanotherenginemount
breakage,toholdanovernight
advantageof 36.9s.Hirvonen
certainlybecamecompetitiveas
thedayworeonwithToner,Frank
Kelly,McCarthyandRichardMoore
completingthetopsix.

TheStPatrick’sDaygiftwas
sunshineand,whileKiernan
continuedtolead,hecompletedSS12
withoutaclutchandhisadvantage
wascutto22.3seconds.OnSS13,the
engineexpiredandHirvonenwent
ontotakevictory.Toner,onhisfirst
WestCorkouting,tooksecondwith
anuntroubledMcCarthythird.Kelly
crashedoutwhileWayneEvansand
CollinswereSS10casualties.

MartinWalsh
Results
1 Mikko Hirvonen/Jarno Ottman (Ford Escort Mk2)
2hr00m20.7s; 2 Damian Toner/John McGrath (Escort
Mk2) +1m35.2s; 3 Conor McCarthy/Gavin Sheehan (Mitsubishi
Lancer E9); 4 Richard Moore/William Lynch (Escort
Mk2); 5 David Condell/Paul Kelly (Escort Mk2); 6 Kevin
O’Donoghue/Colin O’Donoghue (BMW M3 E30); 7 Conor
McCrossan/David Burns (Skoda S2000); 8 Kevin Horgan/
Stephen Horgan (Subaru); 9 JR McDaid/Aodhan Gallagher
(Escort Mk2); 10 Mark Dolphin/Brian Quinlan (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Moore/Lynch; McCrossan/Burns; Horgan/
Horgan; McDaid/Gallagher; Michael Canny/Sinead Canny
(Ford Fiesta R5); John O’Sullivan/John McCay (Fiesta);
Tommy McDonagh/Paul Hickey (Escort Mk2); Fergus Hurley/
Eric Deane (Escort Mk2); Mickey P Kelliher/Eoghan McCarthy
(Escort Mk2); Noel McCarthy/John Caverley (Escort Mk2);
Emma Nott/Declan Casey (Escort Mk2).

Hirvonen drove Ford Escort Mk2

Breen was on course to win. Cave 
and Edwards were still locked in 
battle with the latter holding a 1.4s 
advantage. Barrable lost even more 
time with a lurid spin on stage 
11 (Ballinascarthy) and he slipped 
to ninth as a result.

Over the last three stages Breen 
managed the rally from the front 
and by the end of  the 15 stages and 
150 miles he had a lead of  22.2s. 

Fisher had to be content with 
second place for the second rally 
in a row, but it was a fantastic 
performance again from the 
Fermanagh driver. 

Cave eventually took third place 

from Edwards and with the Hyundai 
driver also registered for the Irish 
Tarmac Championship, he took 12 
valuable championship points. 

Sam Moffett overcame a very strong 
challenge from Devine to take fifth 
place overall while the 2018 Tarmac 
champion Josh Moffett had to be 
content with seventh position, just 
ahead of  Robert Barrable. 

Marty McCormack, Jonny 
Greer, Stephen Wright and 
McCourt completed the top dozen.

William Mavitty won Group N 
while William Creighton was the 
top Irish Tarmac Championship 
R2 driver home.

Hirvonen capitalises 
on Kiernan misfortune
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The car will have a bespoke motor Dudman has invested in the Hondas Team Dynamics link-up is pivotal
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FEATURE

HOWBTCRACINGANDCOOK
AIMTORIPUPTHEBTCC

A revamped team, a new driver and a top-line car have come together. By Matt James

Smiley was a race winner in 2018

T
here is something 
irresistible about 
the BTC Racing 
team this season. 
It is going into the 
30-race British 
Touring Car 

Championship with a proven 
machine and race-winning drivers.

Fresh investment in Bert Taylor’s team 
from his friend Steve Dudman has allowed 
the squad to move to new premises, and it 
has retained 2018 Rockingham winner 
Chris Smiley and he is joined by Josh 
Cook, who was sixth in last year’s contest.

Smiley has been a regular since the 
team rejoined the championship in 2017, 
whereas the recruitment of  Cook was 
something of  a surprise. Despite his 
strong 2018 campaign, he came 
dangerously close to a year on the sidelines.

“I was thinking that I wouldn’t be on the 
grid at all,” says Cook, who was one of  the 
stand-out performers in 2018 in the Power 
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra. “I lost a 
backer and the chances were slim, but 
I had kept in touch with Bert. I had known 

BTC Racing has
updated FK8 cars

2006-2007
BTC Racing joins the BTCC with TVR Tuscan Challenge graduates 
ChrisStocktonandDarrenDowling in the rear-wheel-driveLexuscars
for the final tworoundsof theseason.Thecarwason the fringesof the
top10,withStocktonscoringabest finishof12th.NickLeason joined
the teamfor2007butonlycontested theopening three races, leaving
Stocktonasasoloentry.

2008
Afterstarting theseasonwith theLexusmachines, the teamswapped
toex-MotorbasePerformanceSEATToledocars forStocktonand
truck racingchampionStuartOliver.GarethHowell alsodroveafter
Oliver’sdeal fell apart.Stocktonscored the team’s firstpointwithan
eighth place at Donington Park – although they would later lose the 
team’s points for too many engine changes.

2014
BTC dipped out of the championship but confirmed its intention to 
return in 2013. There was much optimism in 2014 with new backing 
and a new NGTC-spec Chevrolet Cruze, which had originally been 
built for RML which decided against racing it. Stockton continued 
behind thewheelwithPowerMaxedRacingsupport.PowerMaxed
bought the team’s licences tocompeteat theendof theseason.

2017
BTCreturned to thecategory in theChevroletCruzemachines that
itboughtback fromPowerMaxedRacing.ChrisSmileywould
drivealongsideDaveNewsham,andbackingcamefromNorlin.
The revampedteamscored13top10finishes,andNewshamwas
onthepodiumatSilverstone.

2018
WithNewshamretiring fromtheBTCC, the teamdrafted in James
NashandthenDanLloyd topartnerSmiley in theHondaCivicTypeR
FK2machines.BothLloydandSmileywerewinners,withsuccesses
at Croft and Rockingham respectively. The team finished ninth in the 
teams’ competition.

2019
Another new era for the team with fresh investment from businessman 
and racer Steve Dudman means the squad moves into new premises in 
Brackley and purchases two new latest-spec FK8 Honda Civic Type Rs. 
Smiley remains with the team, while multiple race winner Josh Cook will 
drive the other machine.

BTC RACING IN THE BTCC

him since I joined the BTCC and he had 
always said that he wanted me in one of  
his cars. Now he has made that happen.

“It is a great feeling, because clearly 
this decision wasn’t taken on finances, 
it was taken because the team wanted me 
in the car. That is an amazing amount of  
faith that the team has shown in me and 
really motivates me to perform and 
give something back.”

And he will be in a good position to do so. 
Dudman’s investment has also extended 
to two new FK8 Honda Civic Type Rs, 
which means BTC Racing has the same 
equipment as the factory-backed Team 
Dynamics crew. There will be a link-up 
in terms of data and technical support 
with the former title-winning squad. 

This is an opportunity that Taylor 
didn’t want to turn his back on. “When 
the chance came up in 2018 to get the 
FK8s, I simply couldn’t ignore it,” says 
Taylor. “I knew I would have regretted
 it had I turned it down. We had just 
built up two new FK2 Civics for 2018, 
but this was the next level. 

“When you go to Team Dynamics and 
see the set-up there, you know why they 
win so much. It is set up for success, and 
success alone. There’s 35 years of  history 
there: would I have been able to compete 
at that level? Probably not, so by forming 
this alliance it has given us what I need to 
go tothe top flight. This will be a great year 
for us, and I want regular wins and the 
Independents Trophy. If  we are in the mix 
for that, who knows where it can take us.”

In a year when title winners WSR 
and Independents Trophy winners 
Speedworks will be developing new 
BMW and Toyota machinery respectively, 
the Honda, with 12 months of  development 
behind it, is going to be tough to rein in.

Cook is fired up about the challenge: “I 
have gone from virtually nothing to being 
in arguably the most competitive car on 
the grid, although this season will be a 
battle. When I was at MG and when I was 
at Vauxhall, there were circuits where 
the chassis might have been stronger and 
some where we weren’t. This year, there 
are going to be four of  us in FK8s and it 
will be a fight just to be at the head of  
that group.”

Team-mate Smiley will be one of  those 
to contend with, but Cook has a firm 
roadmap of what he needs to do this year. 
He says: “Win the title! No one should be 
on the grid if  that is not their aim.

“I know you need lots of  things to come 
together, but there is such a hunger in 
the team and we have a great car. I have 
the utmost faith in the crew, so I need to 
match that with what I do on the circuit. 
The BTCC is all about consistency. Maybe 
I was a bit pragmatic last season, but I 
know it is all about building the points 
round by round. I want to be going into the 
finale on the Brands Hatch Grand Prix 
track in with a shout of  the overall title.”

That might sound like quite a lofty 
ambition, but the ingredients are there to 
make those dreams come true. This truly 
will be a watershed season for BTC Racing. ■



Coulthard will return for West Sussex outing

ColinWilson
MNissadtoreport thedeath
ofColinWilson, formerly the
pressofficerat theMotorSports
Association.After leaving
theMSA,hesetupanagency
specialising inadatabaseof
motorsportdates.Wilsonwas
foundunconsciousathishome
in lateFebruaryanddied in
hospital.His funeralwillbeheld
atLichfieldCrematoriumat
1130hrsonApril9.

BravaforBrits
TheFordEscortMk2ofTimMetcalfe
andJohnConnorwas the topBritish
entryon lastweekend’sRallyCosta
Brava, theopening roundof theFIA
EuropeanHistoricSportingRally
Championship.Froma150-strong
entry, they finishedan impressive
12thoverall and first inclasson
thehigh-speedasphaltevent.

Morgan’sMNrun
BritishTouringCar racerAdam
Morganwillbe thenextstar
driver in theMN-backedHRCR
ClubmansHistoricRally
Championship.Morgan,whodid
somehistoricstagerallies inan
EscortMk1 in theearlyyearsof
hismotorsportcareer,willguest
drive theLanciaFulviaofMartin
Phaffonthisweekend’sNorth
YorkshireClassic.Theevent,
roundtwoof thechampionship, is
basedatHawkhillsatEasingwold.

Trasmeiraisgo
RallyeFestivalTrasmeira inSpain
(May9-11) isbackon for thisyear
afterbrieflybeingcancelled.Problems
within theorganisingclubcastdoubts
overoneofEurope’smostpopular rally
festival anddemoeventsbut theevent
isnowconfirmedasupandrunning
again.Theeventalwaysattractsa
strongcontingentofUKcrews.

Minimarvels
After tworoundsof theClassic
MiniChallenge,RickFord/Neil
MacDonaldholdaslender lead
overTourofEpynt topscorers
JimBrindle/SamBould.Brindle
toppedtheEpynteventbya
minute.Roundthreewillbe the
WarcopStagesatEaster.

RallyingElan
PaulMankinandPeterScottwill
tackleSaturday’sNorthWest
Stages inahistoricspecification
LotusElan.Thecarwaspreviously
ownedandralliedbyDrewWylie
inNorthern Irelandmanyyears
ago.Geoff JonesMotorsport is
preparingandrunning thecar ina
smallprogrammeof threeevents
planned for2019.Mankin isbest
knownforcampaigningaLotus
Cortinaongravelevents.

AGBOdrama
HarveyStevensandLawrence
Sellywere fortunate toescape
without injurywhentheirMini
hita tree inWestonParkduring
Saturday’sAGBOHistoricStages.
Theyslidoff theroadwhentrying
toovertakearivalonthegrass.

HISTORICS

Pryce confirms North
Wales historic outing

Rare Bugatti to celebrate 90 years

WorldRallyChampionshipaspirant
OsianPrycewillcontestRally
NorthWalesnextweekendinahistoric
specificationFordEscortMk2tofill the
gapwhilehis2019plansarefinalised.

Prycecontestedhislocaleventlast
yearandmadeanimpressivehistoric
debut.Now,co-drivenbyDaleFurniss,
PrycewillagaindriveaBDG-engined
carfromRallyXtreme.

Hesaid:“RallyNorthWalesismy
localevent;youcouldseemyparent’s
housefromoneof thestageslastyear,
sowe’redoingitagainforabitof fun.
Thecarisgreatandthestagesaresome
of theverybestintheworldandwe’ll
tryhardandpushforagoodresult.”

Themagnificent1939
BugattiType59/50B
willreturntoPrescott
thisspringtojointhe
BugattiOwners’Club90th
anniversarycelebrations,
centredonLaVieenBleu
onMay25-26.

InJuly1939JeanBugatti
wasinvitedtothefirst
BugattiOwners’Club
Internationalmeetingand
broughtthemonoposto
Type59fittedwithatype
50Bengineforworks
driverJean-PierreWimille
totaketosecondplacewith
a46.69sclimb.Thecarhas

notbeenbacktothe
Gloucestershirevenue
for80years.

Apartfromasingle
outingin1945with
WimilleattheCoupedes
PrisonniersinParis,the
59/50Bwasnotdriven
againandwillbeon
loanfromthe
Schlumpf Collection.

ChrisRogersfrom
Prescottsaid:“Weare
delightedthattheBugatti
Type59/50Bwillmakean
historicreturntoPrescott.
Thecarwillbeondisplay
attheBugattiTrust.”

Coulthard to race his “favourite car” at Goodwood
DavidCoulthardwillbe
oneof thestarsof the
GoodwoodMembers’
MeetingonApril6-7
intheIWCRacingTeam’s
Mercedes-BenzSL
300Gullwing.

TheformerF1racer
willcontesttheTonyGaze
Trophyaftermakinghis

Members’Meetingdebut
lastyearintheMercedes.
Afterqualifying15thfor
SalvadoriCup,theScot
workeduptheorderto
finishninth.

TheTonyGazeTrophy
willmarkahat-trick
of appearancesfor
Coulthardinthe

Gullwing,ashe
demonstratedthecar
atthe75thMembers’
Meetingin2017.

Coulthardsaysthat
theGullwingisaspecial
car.“It’smyfavourite
carof alltime.Imissed
outonbuyingonein
1995,”hesaid.

ByPaulLawrence

CameronJacksonwill
defendhisHistoricFormula
Ford1600title inarare
Winkelmannchassis.

Jacksonhasacquiredone
of thetwoWinkelmanns
previouslyownedandraced
byveteranRobsLamploughand
saysthathewantsthechallenge
of tryingtowinasecondtitlein
anunfashionablecar.

Lastyear,theLincolnracer
becamethefirstchampionina
LolaT200since2005butnowhe
wantstotryandbethefirstto
winthetitleinaWinkelmann.
Inthelate1960sandearly1970s,
thecarswerebasedonHugh
Dibley’sPalliserdesignandsold
intotheUSbyBobWinkelmann,
rebadgedasWinkelmanns.

“RobsLamploughhadthree
Winkelmannsthatheimported
inonedeal, includingtwo

FormulaFords.NeilFowler
alwayslookedaftertheFormula
FordthatRobs raced and Neil
won at Pau in 2016 in the car
that we now have,” said
Jackson. Lamplough’s late
brother Peter was a works
driver for Palliser in 1970
and 1971.

“If I was going to do the
championship again I fancied
doing it in something else,
maybe something that needed

development as that would
be a nicechallenge.We’vedone
someworkonthecaranditwas
prettyquickstraightoutwhen
wetestedatSilverstone.

“It’sareallynicecarandwe’re
planningafullcampaign.It is
basicallythesamecarasthe
PalliserandtheWinkelmanns
didreallywell intheStates.It’s
differenttotheLolabutitfeels
reallyplanted.It’sfuntodrive
andveryforgiving.”

Champion picks a new
car for title defence

JACKSON CHOOSES A
WINKELMANN FOR 2019

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
ANDREW
FLETCHER
Retired racer
Age:79 Lives:Edinburgh

IN BRIEF

‘Ford tops the Classic
Mini Challenge’
Crew ahead of the pack, below

HestartedinScotland
“I’venearlyalways lived inScotland
but inmyracingyears Idid live in
London. I started racing in1962. I
went toCharterhall andsawarace
andthought it looked terrific fun. I
loved thenoiseandthesmell and
decided togetacarandhaveago.”

Hemovedto
single-seaters
“I startedwithaLotus7, then
boughtaLotus23butcouldn’t
afforda twin-camengine,so it
wasn’t reallycompetitive. I very
muchwanted todosingle-seaters
andboughtaCooperBMCfor the
early yearsofF3. JackieStewart
haddonebrilliantly inone theyear
before,but itwas thewrongcar for
1965and IgotaBrabhamfora
coupleof years.”

Formula2wasnext
“Idida lotofF3racesandthengota
BrabhamFormula2.The twin-cam
enginewasn’tcompetitivebutwe
gotpaid thesamestartingmoney
aseveryoneelse.WhentheF2car
wasn’tcompetitive,wemoved
intosportscarsandteamedup
withWillieTuckett.”

Thenheraced
sportscars
“IdidayearwithaChevronB8
andthenWillieand IgotaB16
betweenusandwe’vestill got
it.Wedid races like theBrands
Hatch1000kmsandwonour
class.ButWilliewreckedthecar
inaclub raceatThruxton.We
had it rebuilt asanopen-cockpit
B19andran that forayear.”

TheywoninAfrica
“Wewent toAngola inAfricaand
did three racesandwewonthe
six-hoursofNovaLisboaandwe
gothuge trophiesmade fromthe
local tin.Thenwesold thecarbut
bought itback fiveorsix years later
andrebuilt it asaB16.Lateron,we
racedwithDavidPiper inSouth
Africaandallover theplace.My
last racewas inSouthAfrica in
anAlfaRomeoT33about20
yearsago.NowIgoandsupport
the racingexploitsofmyson
Henry inhistorics.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Jackson will battle in
a rare Winkelmann
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Fletcher: single-seater fan
Bugatti was at the hill 80 years ago
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The BRX season will blast into life at Silverstone this weekend
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PREVIEW

ALL SET FOR
TAKE OFF
Domestic rallycross ready for lights out. By Hal Ridge

F
or the third year 
in succession, 
the reigning 
British 
Rallycross 
champion 
won’t defend 

their crown this season. 
With 2018 title-winning Mark 

Higgins not returning to the domestic 
series after his fruitful maiden term, 
there’s an open goal for a fourth 
name in four years to be etched on 
the British RX silverware. 

Following a run of five consecutive 
titles until being dethroned by Dan 
Rooke in 2016, it’s fitting that Julian 
Godfrey starts among the favourites 
for the 2019 title. Entered for the 
openingroundatSilverstoneinthe

Spencer Sport Mitsubishi Mirage he 
campaigned last season, Godfrey also 
has his multiple-title winning Ford 
Fiesta in the locker should he need it. 

The renowned engineer was in the 
thick of  the title fight with Higgins 
and Irishman Ollie O’Donovan until 
the finale last season. O’Donovan, 
the 2007 champion, is another who 
will challenge for top honours if  he 
competes a full campaign, while 
two-time 2017 podium finisher 
Roger Thomas has upgraded to an 
M-Sport-built Ford Fiesta from the 
Focus he used last year, but he will 
miss the opening round while the 
car is completed in Tony 
Bardy’s workshops. 

Yet to confirm his plans for 2019, but 
absentfromthepermanentEuropean

Championship entry list for the first 
time in four years, double European 
champion Derek Tohill will race his 
Ford Fiesta in the opening round at 
Silverstone and would be a welcome 
full-time addition, as would four-time 
British RX title-holder Pat Doran, 
who will race an LD Motorsports 
Citroen DS3 in round one. 

Having been ‘best of  the rest’ behind
the top three in 2018, Steve Hill’s 
unique Mitsubishi Lancer E10 has 
undergone development work over 
the winter and can be expected to 
fight at the front, while Steve Mundy 
(Ford Fiesta) and Simon Horton 
(Subaru Impreza) also join the line-
up. Liam and Mike Manning will 
compete in selected rounds (see page 
29),andOliverBennettislikelyto

F
or the first time 
since 2014,
rallycross will
head North of
the border to
Knockhill for the
final round of the

BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship this season in
October. Curiously though,
both the British RX and BTRDA
series will start on the same
date this weekend.

Reigning BTRDA Gold Star
champion Luke Constantine will
miss the season-opener to drive at
Silverstone, but will return for the
rest of the campaign in a bid to defend
his crown. In the headline Super
Modified category, former champion
Gary Cook makes his return this
weekend with a new Ford Fiesta,
while rallycross stalwart Allan
Tapscott will campaign his rear-
wheel-drive Vauxhall Corsa and
Mike Dresser will also be in the
hunt for victory with his Lotus Exige.

Newcomer William Stewart has
bought an ex-Tommy Graham Ford

Godfrey will 
be at the front

Constantine will
miss first round

CALENDAR

BRITISHRALLYCROSSPREVIEW

British RX
RND VENUE DATE
1 Silverstone March 24 
2 Lydden April 22 
3 Pembrey June 22
4 Pembrey June 23  
5 Lydden August 26 
6 Pembrey Sept 21/22
7 Croft October 26
8 Croft October 27

BritishRX
NO  DRIVER  CAR
2 Ollie O’Donovan Ford Fiesta
4 Steve Hill Mitsubishi Evo
32 Steve Mundy Ford Fiesta
21 Oliver Bennett BMW Mini
28 Simon Horton Subaru Impreza
46 Pat Doran Citroen DS3
51 Julian Godfrey Mitsubushi Mirage
95 Roger Thomas Ford Fiesta
101 Derek Tohill Ford Fiesta
124 Liam Manning Subaru Impreza
135 Mike Manning Ford Fiesta

CONSTANTINEFACES
AN UPHILL BATTLE

Escort for the 2019 season, while Todd 
Crooks will debut a freshly-built BMW 
Mini at Blyton Park on Sunday. 

In the well-supported Production 
category, former champion James 
Orton returns and will start among the 
favourites with his Peugeot 106, alongside 
Citroen Saxo exponent Dale Ford. 

Former British Touring Car 
Championship driver Harry Vaulkhard 
has signed up to drive a Vauxhall 
Corsa in the series’ Classic category. ■

An influx of new exotic machinery should help galvanise the Retro Rallycross competition and make a landmark season
If  it’s possible for a Historic series 
to come of  age, 2019 could be that 
time for the Retro Rallycross 
Championship. Until now, since the 
category was formed in 2012, cars 
and drivers signing up to the class 

have generally either slid over from 
an existing category, or dusted 
themselves off  and made a return 
to the sport. 

But last year, a number of  cars 
entered the arena having been 

specifically sourced or adapted to 
suit the criteria (cars must be of  
suitable vintage and fit within 
period rallycross regulations up to 
the end of  1991). Steve Harris had a 
‘new’ Ford RS200 built up from 

genuine period parts, Roger 
Thomas had an MG Metro 6R4 
restored for the series and John 
Cross adapted an ex-rally Lancia 
Stratos. For 2019, Supernational 
racer Phil Collard has acquired a 

Renault 5 for the series, Richard 
Lepley’s Prepfab concern has built a 
Porsche 911 and Stewart Bowes is 
working on an Audi quattro. That 
injection of  exotic machinery and 
competition could be just the ticket.

BRITISH RALLYCROSS PREVIEW

LEADING ENTRIES
BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross 
Championship two-wheel drive
NO  DRIVER  CAR
39 Fred Ling Ford Fiesta
48 Todd Crooks BMW Mini Cooper
61 Michelle Swallow Porsche Boxster 
77 Mike Dresser Lotus Exige 
91 Allan Tapscott Vauxhall Corsa
104 William Stewart Ford Escort
144 Leigh-Anne Sedgwick BMW Mini Cooper
219 Gary Cook Ford Fiesta
313 Elise Friem Ford Focus
339 Gary Mitchell Ford Puma
512 Leonardo Lyon Peugeot 206

CALENDAR
British RX

RND VENUE DATE
1 Blyton Park March 24
2 Pembrey May 22
3 Pembrey May 23
4 Blyton Park June 30
5 Pembrey August 10
6 Pembrey August 11
7 Lydden September 28
8 Knockhill October 20

Ryan Stutchbury will battle

BTRDA PREVIEW

make ad-hoc appearances alongside 
his World RX exploits. 

In the two-wheel-drive 
Supernational category, double-
champion Tristan Ovenden will be 
the man to beat with his Renault Clio 
V6, but Paige Bellerby returns with 
her Lotus Exige and will challenge. 

Like last season, the Super1600 
front-wheel-drive brigade could 
feature at the front of  the order. 

Junior RX champion Tom 
Constantine has graduated to the 
Swift Sport series for this season 
leaving the champion’s situation in 
the Junior division vacant for 2019, 
with a mix of  new and returning 
young drivers on the grid. In the 
supporting categories, the single-
make BMW Mini and Swift Sport 
series will produce some of the closest 
racing of  the British RX roster. ■
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BRITON MANNING JOINS THE
EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS TRAIL
Ford Fiesta Supercar racer set to fulfil a dream with ERX season

By Hal Ridge

Welshman Mike Manning will
compete full-time in the European
Rallycross Championship this
year with a Ford Fiesta Supercar.

A former British Rallycross
frontrunner, Manning took a
break from the discipline to compete
in international hillclimb events
until returning to rallycross in 2017.

He will race the Fiesta Supercar,

the same car he ran in British RX last
year, in the six-round European series.

“We wanted to race in a championship
abroad with top teams, good circuits, big
entries and good atmospheres to have
fun like we did years ago,” Manning told
MN. “I have been to Barcelona twice
and Loheac three times to have a good
look to see what goes on. We thought we
could do this, so the car was newly built
last year by Grant Rees. We’ve changed
suspension and gearchange from

how we used the car last year. The 
competition will be tough, but you 
have to start somewhere. 

“This is a young man’s sport really 
but I’m not fazed, I like pressure! We 
know we will be running at the rear, 
but we’re just going to enjoy the ride.” 

A 13-car permanent Euro RX entry list 
was revealed last week, but additional 
entries are expected for each event. 

“If  there are 30 cars and we got into 
the top 20 that would be a result,” said 

Manning, who will also compete in 
a selected British RX programme. 
“I will do the Silv erstone, Lydden Hill 
and Pembrey rounds in British RX. 
If  we could be fourth or fifth at 
Silverstone this weekend, I’d be happy.” 

Reigning British Super1600 
Rallycross champion Jack Thorne 
will also compete full-time in Euro 
RX this season, racing an ex-Set 
Promotion Renault Twingo in 
the Super1600 category.

Simon Kingsley won the Stuart
Butterfield Sporting Trial in
atrocious conditions on Saturday,
making it three wins on the trot.

A select bunch of competitors
nearly witnessed one of the
discipline’s biggest surprises
when Jonathan Hughes
led at lunch, well clear of all the
seasoned competitors. Nerves
during the afternoon meant
he slipped back to third, still
an excellent result having only
competed in a handful of trials.

Club chairman Andrew
Woodhead drove consistently
on his return in his Jedi to finish
two points behind Kingsley in
second. Mike Salton won the
live-axle class in fourth overall,
with Alan Baker winning the
blue live-axle class.

Richard Sharp beat Boyd
Webster and club champion
Bryan Walker in a very close
midfield by a single point over
the 18 rough, wet, challenging
hills that meant crews worked
exceptionally hard on every
section. The top 10 was
completed by three live-axle
crews with Jeff Armistead in
eighth two points ahead of Alan
Baker and Mike Storrar. Barry
Hogg and George Watson
were both unlucky to retire their
Hamiltons with two sections left
dropping them outside the top 10.

Salton led the Stone
Trough Sporting Trial all day
in contrasting conditions to the
preceding day where scores
dropped considerably, to win his
maiden national event having
started competing in 2010.

Walker proved his closest
challenger all day, tying at lunch,
but a careless three shortly
afterwards proved costly. The
season’s form man, Kingsley,
could only manage third overall,
his first defeat of the campaign
at the fifth event of the
championship. Kingsley’s
concentration faltered a
couple of times dropping
some careless points.

Webster kept him honest all
day finishing just two points
back ahead of Armistead who
won the live-axle class, with
Salton winning overall in his
live-axle Concord.

Duncan Stephens

Stuart Butterfield Sporting Trial
Organiser: NPTCC When: March 16. Where:
Edenhall, Penrith, Cumbria. Starters: 17.
1 Simon Kingsley (Crossle) 51 marks; 2 Andrew
Woodhead (Jedi) 53 marks; 3 Jonathan Hughes,
Hamilton); 4 Mike Salton (Concord); 5 Richard
Sharp (Cartwright); 6 Boyd Webster (Crossle); 7
Bryan Walker (Jedi); 8 Jeff Armistead (Hutton);
9 Alan Baker (Apex); 10 Mike Storrar (Jedi)

Stone Trough Sporting Trial
Organiser: NPTCC When: March 17 Where:
Edenhall, Penrith, Cumbria. Starters: 15.
1 Salton (Concord) 11 marks; 2 Walker (Jedi) 14
marks; 3 Kingsley (Crossle); 4 Webster (Crossle);
5 Armistead (Hutton); 6 Sharp (Cartwright); 7
Baker (Apex); 8 Bryan Thornton (Kincraft); 9
Woodhead (Jedi); 10 Neil McHardy (Struggler).

Manning raced at
Silverstone in 2018

SPORTING SCENE

Latvian Vitols joins UK
Junior rallycross fight

Nitiss joins forces with 
GRX team for World RX

Bennett to join opening British RX round to shake down his BMW Mini
Xite Racing driver Oliver Bennett will 
race his team’s World Rallycross BMW 
Mini in the opening round of the British 
Rallycross Championship at Silverstone 
this weekend in preparation for his 
World RX campaign. 

Bennett raced full-time in British RX 
in 2017 with an OlsbergsMSE Ford 
Fiesta and, having graduated to World 

RX and Americas Rallycross events 
last season with the Mini, raced the 
Fiesta in the final round of British RX 
at Silverstone in November. 

He set the pace until a fire forced him 
out of  the semi-finals. Bennett will drive 
the Mini this weekend just two weeks 
before the World RX season-opener in 
Abu Dhabi. The car has undergone 

upgrades over the winter and was 
recently tested at Pembrey in South 
Wales. Bennett is also racing in the 
RallyX on Ice series this week at Are in 
Sweden, sharing duties with Norwegian 
Andreas Bakkerud in the Team Faren 
squad. Three events are taking place 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday this 
week, using three  different tracks.

Double European Rallycross 
champion Reinis Nitiss will 
make his first start for Marcus 
Gronholm’s GRX World Rallycross 
team at the first round of the 
season in Abu Dhabi. 

Announced as development and 
race driver for GRX in 2019, Nitiss 
is expected to compete in a number 
of rounds and will drive a third 
Hyundai i20 in competition for 
the first time at the Yas Marina 
Circuit next month. 

“I am excited for the season to 
start,” said Nitiss. “There are lots 
of unknowns, a new circuit, a new 
car, new team-mates. It will be a huge
challenge, but at the same time I’m 
happy to be able to compete against 
World Championship drivers.” 

The first round of the series will 
be run as a Saturday evening race, 
under floodlights in the stadium 
section of the Abu Dhabi venue. 
“I took part in the Abu Dhabi 

Sixteen-year-oldLatviandriverRoberts
VitolswillraceinthefullMotorsport
UKJuniorRallycrossChampionship
thisseason.

VitolsmadehisUKrallycrossdebut
inaroundof theBTRDAClubmans
RallycrossChampionshiplastseason
atLyddenHillwherehechallenged
forvictoryuntilbeingforcedoutwith
driveshaftfailure.Thisyearhewill
raceaPeterGwynneMotorsport-run
1300ccSuzukiSwiftinthesingle-make
JuniorRXseries.

“Thefactthatwewillbethefirst
teamfromLatviatobuildour
rallycrossexperiencethrough
Britishmotorsportfeelsreallyexciting,”
saidVitols.“It’saprivilegegiventome
bymyteamtoworkwithanexperienced
companyinacountrywithgreat
marketingandmotorsporttraditions.

“MydebutlastSeptembershowedthat
Icanfightforthepodiumineveryrace

Bennett will rejoin the BRX hunt

circuit presentation a few weeks
ago and it looks very interesting,” 
added Nitiss.

Manfred Stohl’s STARD team will 
field Norwegian Pal Try in its second 
Ford Fiesta for the opening round 
of the  campaign and is expected to 
rotate its second driver through 
the season.

Nitiss will join Gronholm’s team

ROUND-UP

and hope for the championship [title]. 
I’m not afraid to compete in a car with 
the steering wheel on the right-hand 
side, which is new for me. I think it is just 
another element for my experience and 
will teach me to adapt to all kind of  cars.” 

Vitols’ Provento Racing team has 
acquired a right-hand-drive Swift to 
use for practice in his native Latvia. 

He will also compete in the Latvian 
Rallycross Championship  and Baltic 
Rallycross Cup this year in a Super1600 
specification Peugeot.

Vitols will race in  a 1300cc Suzuki



30  MARCH 20 2019  motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

        GOT AN OPINION? LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

WE NEED YOU!
GET INVOLVED WITH MN

WRITE TO US 
Motorsport News
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond,
TW9 1AG 

FACEBOOK
Search for 
‘Motorsport News’

TWITTER
Updates: 
@MNmotorsport

DIGITAL
ISSUE 
See motorsport
-news.co.uk

EMAIL
letters@
motorsport-
news.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY

MN SAYS...

YOUR PICS LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

Don’t write off Ferrari challenge yet

Rally fun at the recent Questmead Stages, photographed by Graham Lomax 

Callum Grant, aged 14, snapped this

John Henderson’s BMW photograph

Action from the recent Donington Park Rally, photograph sent in by Peter Atkins                                                 

Whoops! Gerallt Price at Race Retro

Mike Bouts’s Toyota Celica shot

All the experts were wrong, and all the brows at Ferrari were furrowed after what happened in Melbourne last weekend. The Scuderia ha
been the team most tipped to turn over Mercedes-Benz in Australia and it simply didn’t happen. 

Sebastian Vettel admitted that the SF90 should have been faster at Albert Park. The team boss Mattia Binotto knew that it should have been quicker. And 
Mercedes knows it scored a tap-in last weekend with a 1-2 result, but it is also aware that the Italian team’s latent pace has yet to be fully unlocked.

The team said maybe the set-up of the car was wrong, or maybe it was an Albert Park-specific problem which meant that the chassis didn’t perform in the w
it had in testing up until that point.

Ferrari will bounce back, and the Formula 1 Championship needs that too. Lewis Hamilton started on the back foot Down Under, but that won’t last foreve
For the sake of a competitive year ahead, let’s just hope that Ferrari managed to find the answers when the grid reforms in Bahrain in two weeks’ time.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Things didn’t work out for the Scuderia in Australia, but there is still a fight to com

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!

The Team Parker Racing Bentley British GT challenger, taken by Chris Collier

Martin Cooper sent in this excellent photo from the British GT pre-season test run
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27

LISTINGSTV GUIDE
LIVE TVThis week take a trip back in time 

and relive the final round of  the 1986
Formula 1 season from Adelaide with
Classic F1 (Wednesday, 2100-2145hrs,
Sky Sports F1). Williams drivers
Nigel Mansell and Nelson Piquet,
as well as McLaren’s Alain Prost, all
had a shot at the title Down Under in
what proved to be a thrilling climax
to the championship.

Want something a little more
modern? Well, you can catch the full
rerun of  the Australian Grand Prix,
the opening round of  the 2019 season
from Melbourne this Friday (1835-
2035hrs, Sky Sports F1). Would Lewis
Hamilton and Mercedes continue
where they left off  at the end of
2018, or would Ferrari be able to
begin the season in perfect fashion?

And finally watch highlights from
the 1000 Miles of Sebring which
was the sixth round of the World
Endurance Championship’s 2018/19
superseason (Saturday, 0830-0930hrs,
BT Sport 1).

RACING
SATURDAY
■ Oulton Park, 
Cheshire
BARC meeting: 
Sports/Saloons, 
Junior Saloons, 
Kumho BMW, Pre 
’66 Touring Cars, 
Pre ’83 Group 1 
Touring Cars, Pre 
’93 Touring Cars, 
Pre ’03 Touring 
Cars, Pre ’05 
Production Saloon 
Cars, Blue Oval 
Saloon Series, 
Classic and 
Historic Thunder 
Saloons Starts 
racing from 
1135hrs (qualifying 
from 0830hrs)
Admission adult
£16, under 13 free
Web msv.com
Contact 0843 453
9000

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY
■ Brands
Hatch, Kent
BRSCC meeting:
Porsche, Mazda
MX-5, Mazda
MX-5 Super
Series, BMW
Compact Cup,
Alfa Romeo, Fun
Cup, Multi Marque/
Nippon Challenge/
Tricolore Trophy
Starts Saturday,
racing from
1125hrs (qualifying
from 0900hrs)
Sunday, racing
from 1105hrs
(qualifying from
1000hrs)
Admission adult
£16, under 13 free
Web msv.com
Contact 0843 453
9000

RALLY
SATURDAY
■ Garstang, 
Lancs
Legend Fires 
North West 
Stages
Starts 0830hrs
Admission free
Web northwest
stages.co.uk

SUNDAY
■ Co Longford, 
Ireland
The Admore Air 
Conditioning Corp 
Midland Moto 
Stages Rally
Starts 0910hrs
Admission TBC
Web midlandmotor
club.net

SPORTING
SCENE
SUNDAY
■Silverstone,
Northants
BritishRallycross
Championship
Starts0900hrs
Admissionadults
£20,under15 free
Web rallycrossbrx.
com
■Blyton,Lincs
BTRDAClubmans
Rallycross
Championship
Starts0900hrs
Admission£6
Webclubmansrally
cross.weebly.com
■Hednesford,
Staffs
NationalHotRod
Starts1330hrs
Admissionadults
£16,under five free
Webnationalhotrod.
com

Detailscorrect
at timeofpress
butpleasecheck

Jaguar I-Pace 
eTrophy
■ Race: Saturday, 0445-
0545hrs, BT Sport 1

Formula E: 
Sanya
■ Race: Saturday, 
0630-0830hrs, BT Sport 1/
Eurosport 1/BBC BBC Red 
Button, iPlayer and online 

Indycar: 
Austin
■ Race: Sunday, 1700-
2000hrs, Sky Sports F1

NASCAR: 
Martinsville
■ Race: Sunday,
1730hrs, Premier
Sports 2

FAVOURITE LIVERIES 1960S KEVIN TURNER’S TOP THREE PICKS

Alan Mann Racing Ford F3L
Red and gold is a great combination and both Alan
Mann Racing and Broadspeed sported the mix during
the 1960s. The AMR version just gets the nod here.
It was mainly seen on the team’s successful tin-tops –
Ford Lotus Cortina and Ford Falcon in particular –
but the ultimately unsuccessful Ford F3L (pictured)
simply looked stunning.

GulfMirageM1
This isapredictablechoice,but Imake
noapologies for that.Thepowderblue
basewithvariousversionsoforange
detailing is iconic.Theoil company’s
coloursprovedsuccessful too,
particularly insportscars.TheJW
Automotive teamwasawinner
withMirage(pictured)andFord
GT40machinery in the1960sand
carriedon into thenextdecade.

RobWalker
Lotus 18/21
Two British privateer teams
battled it out for this slot. The
cars of successful Ferrari entrant
Maranello Concessionaires often
looked great with a blue nose on
top of the usual red, but Rob
Walker’s blue with a white stripe pips
it. The team’s successes included
famous Cooper, Lotus (pictured)
and Ferrari wins for Stirling Moss.

FORMULA E REPORT

BERNARD DOLAN:

Newgarden (centre) won first Indycar round of year

WHY THE TOUR 
DE CORSE IS 
UNDER THREAT

WHY THE FORMULA FORD STALWART CONTINUES TO BE SUCCESSFUL

WHO WILL WIN 
IN CHINA?
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Book your advert before 12pmMonday and see it in print first thingWednesday

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:
25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)
25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)
Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert
£50 (£60 inc vat)
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 405 8109 or
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline:Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertiser’s name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.
Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 405 8109 Email:mnads@motorsport.com

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

Alloywheelrepairs.com

Chevette

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

Home FaRm, 81 main StReet,
BiSHoPtHoRPe, YoRk, Yo23 2Ra

01904 703 863

• Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

wheels and castings.

• Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

• Wheels inserted and PCD and

offset altered.

• Manufacturers of cars and components

to buildWorks spec Chevette HS/HSR.

• HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll

cages and all parts required and all

parts required to build cars to works

spec.

• 40 years of experience to share.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\www.dunnellengines.com /////////////////
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

DURATEC
ENGINE
›› 2.0-2.5 Litre

›› 200-340 BHP

ZETEC
ENGINE
›› 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

›› 188-275 BHP

DURATEC & ZETEC ENGINES

Dominate the competition

(0)1462 684300

k and Carbotech
rsport compounds

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modifcation or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Freecatalogue
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MARKETPLACE

Unit 12
Ash Farm
Business Park
Holcombe
Radstock
BA3 5EX

+44 (0) 1761 239133
info@cagedlaser.co.uk
www.cagedlaser.co.uk

POWDERCOATING

LASER CUTTING

MACHINING

DESIGN

CHASSIS
FABRICATION

RACE CAR
PREP

PIT
EQUIPMENT

SHEETMETALWORK

ROLL CAGE
FABRICATION

CNC FOLDING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists
Bespoke & Standard Roll Cages
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MARKETPLACE
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MARKETPLACE

Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk
www.performanceclutch.co.uk

2A BRUNEL CLOSE
DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

CALL FORMORE INFO

“They’re a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd
on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you’ll get

compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at
www.striipedesign.com

If you would like to advertise
your products or

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

or call
0203 405 8109
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MARKETPLACE

Water Radiators
Intercoolers
Oil Coolers
Heat Exchangers
System Design
Ancillary Products
Manufactured to your requirements
by theUK’s leading supplier.

Email info@dockingengineering.com
Tel +44 (0) 1327857164
Fax +44 (0) 1327858011
Web www.dockingengineering.com

Advanced Cooling Systems

CertifiedtoCAA&AWS
WeldingStandards

Unit 15 Silverstone Circuit
Silverstone, Northants

NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

Phone: 01637 498184
www.rallyprep.co.uk

enquiries@rallyprep.co.uk

• Official UK Partner for Toyota Motorsport GmbH
• GT86 CS-R3 available fully built or in kit form
• Modern and historic vehicle build and preparation
• From clubman to full FIA International status
• Work undertaken on all makes and models

Rally_Prep
rallyprep
RallyPrepUK
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXESELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster
Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

www.jjcraceandrally.com

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

RACE CARSENGINES

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

• Performance Tuning Specialists

• 2WD Superfow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

• Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

• Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS &TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS &TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…
Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times.

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com


