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THE MASTERPIXEL MEDIA MANX NATIONAL RALLY 2019

'ICONIC STAGES

The MANX NATIONAL RALLY is a closed road special
stage event covering some of the most iconic stages
in Europe - fast and challenging for both man and
machine.

EVENT TRAVEL OFFERS

FANTASTIC OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR 3 NIGHTS’

ACCOMMODATION STARTING FROM £88 PER PERSON.

Travel and 2 nights’ accomodation rates are available
on request from Isle of Man Event Services, the official
travel partner of the 2019 Masterpixel Media Manx
National Rally.

3 NIGHTS - SAVING 40%

Ferry travel and accommodation from

FOOT PASSENGER - £88PP
CAR PLUS 4 - £100 PP
CARPLUS 2 - £114 PP

To book or to enquire about this offer,
please contact Isle of Man Event Services.

01624 664460

INFO@QIOMEVENTS.COM

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

BE A PART OF TEAM 2019

RADIO OPERATORS

TIMEKEEPERS

MARSHALS

SIGN UP NOW

To register your interest in helping
out this iconic event,
please contact our Volunteers Liaison
Officer on: +44 (0)7624 287178
or email: manxautosport@gmail.com

IOMEVENTS.
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Bottas and the Silver Arrows on top in Australia

By MattJames

Australian Grand Prix winner
Valtteri Bottas has hit back at
his critics after he dominated
the opening round of the
Formula 1 season.

The Finnled from the start of the
race to finish more than 20 seconds
clear of team-mate Lewis Hamilton
and therest. He also vanquished
aperceived pre-race threat from
Ferrari. The Italian team’s drivers,
Sebastian Vettel and Charles
Leclerc, could only manage
fourth and fifth place.

Bottas said: “Even though there
will be difficult times during every
season, you alwaysremember
the good ones, and you get strength
from knowing that you’ll be able
todo somethinglike today.

“Obviously having a year without
awin, without getting the absolute
result you wanted, thisis goingto
be abigboost for this year.”

Full story, P2-3
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at Ferrari already?
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Bottas is now on top of the world championship after opening his account in Australia

By Matt James

Australian Grand Prix

winner Valtteri Bottas says
his swearing reaction to
claiming his first GP win since
2017 was aresponse to all the
negativity surrounding his
struggles last season.

The Finn’slast victory was at
AbuDhabiinthefinalrace of
theseasontwoyearsagoand
helimped tofifth in the points,
while team-mate Lewis Hamilton
powered to hisfifth world
championship crown, in 2018.

After crossingthelinein
Melbourne, Bottas was being
congratulated by his engineer
onthe pits-to-carradio. The
29-year-old replied: “To whom
itmay concern, f**k you”.

Bottas won ahead of histeam-

Last win was Abu Dhabi, 2017

mate Hamiltonin adominant
display by the German-owned
team. Ferrarihad been expected
tobe the form team followinga
strongtest programme, but the
Scuderia’s cars were fourth
andfifth, behind Max Verstappen’s
Red Bull-Honda.

Critics panned

Bottas, whotook hisfourth career
win, said that hisreaction over
theradiohadnotbeen planned
anditwasinresponsetothe
criticism he had suffered over
thelast12months.

“[The words] just came, Ijust
wanted to send my bestregards,”
Bottasexplained. “That’sit.
Honestly,Ididn’t think about it
orplanit,itjust came. Obviously
there are many people who support
you, and honestly I appreciate that
alot. There are many people
around me, supporting me.

“Therearealwaysupsand
downs, and you canreally see the
true support quite easily. And
then through the difficult times
there’sthe other part, whichis
alotmorenegative. That’s their
weakness, soit’sfine.”

Bottasrefused toname who
hehad targeted with his words,
although hesaid that hisdetractors
would know who they were. He
alsoadded thatthe comments
in 2018 hurt him, although they
mightnot have been unfair.

Bottassaid: “I can’t say unfair,
because everyone can say what
theyreally want. Justfor whom
itmay concern, maybe they should
look in the mirror sometimes and
think actually why they do that.
Formeit’s OKnow.

“Itwould be quitealonglist[to
namethe peopleit wasdirected at],
unfortunately, that’show it goes.
I’'msurethe peopletowhoitwas,
they would know it.”

Confidence high
Bottassaid that the dominant win,
with amargin of 20 seconds, would
beabigboost tohis confidence for
the early part of the campaign.
His win alsomeansheisleading
the F1 World Championshipfor
thefirsttimeinhis career. His
best championship finish was
when he placed thirdin2017.
Bottassaid: “Insport,and
especially thissport, the
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Potty-mouthed Merc racer says he is on the cusp of a great season
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confidence you get fromthe
resultsismassive, anditcan
boostyoualot.

“Eventhough there will be
difficult times duringevery
season, youalwaysremember
the good ones, and you get
strength from knowingthat youw’ll
be able todo somethinglike today.

“Obviously havingayear
withouta win, without getting the
absoluteresult you wanted, thisis
going tobe abigboostforthis year.

“Aperfectstarttothe year, very
different tolast year, so wejust
needtoreally keepitupandbuild
from what we’'velearned asateam
this weekend and from myself.”

Hamilton’s struggle
Mercedes said thatithad found
some damage to the floor of
Hamilton’s W10 after therace,
anditthoughtthatithad
compromised the world
champion’s pace.

The team was not sure how the
damagehad occurred, butsaid
thatit could have been by hitting
debrisorrunningacrossakerb.
The damage wasontheleftrear
corner of thecar.

amilton struggled for pace

Hamilton had been dominant
inqualifying, settingatime
morethan0.7s clear of hisrival
teams. However, after being
beaten away from theline, he was
unable tomatch histeam-mate.

Speakingaftertherace
Hamilton said thathehad some
ideasabout why he had struggled
with his car, havingnotbeing
totally happy with its balance.

“Valtteridid an exceptional
jobthroughouttheraceso
congratulationstohim,” said
Hamilton. “Afterthatit wasjust
about bringing the car home.

“Iwasn’tentirely happy with
thebalancelhad butit wasn’t
theend of the world. It wasn’ta
problem for me tofinish second.”

Hamilton had been fastestin
allthree practice sessions at
AlbertPark and took pole.

o * Bottas dominated from
the start at Albert Park

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff says that
hisdrivers decided to chase the extra
point for fastestlap against his
pre-raceorders.

Bottaslanded the fastestlap onthe
penultimate tour to earn the bonus
mark, which has beenre-introduced
into the championship for the
2019 season.

Wolff said that he had asked the
driversnotto chase the point, fearing
it could compromise the race positions.

Wolff said: “In the morning meeting
when we talked about strategy, I
forbade them to gofor the fastestlap if
we were runningfirst, second or third.
Theyignored me—all of them!

“Ithink it was a plot between the
engineers and the drivers, because
the engineers were keen. Ineed to
reconstruct theradio calls and
how that happened.”

Although he was pleased that Bottas
landed the point—which will also count
towards the constructors’ titlerace—
hesaid he stillhad concerns.

“Ibelieve thatitistakingrisks,”
added Wolff. “Especially when
you're aiming for the big points —
should you go for the fastestlap?

“But then, maybe my reference
pointin keeping control of a caris
my own driving and not the level of
the Formula 1 drivers.Ididn’tlike
itsomuch.”

Bottas said that it was the extent of
hisadvantage at the head of the pack
that enabled him to chase the extra
point, and there was even a discussion
about alate-race pitstop to swap to
freshertyres.

“Iasked about a possible stop, but it
is something that we actually spoke
about before therace,” said Bottas.
“It was thefirstrace of the season and
we don’t want to do silly mistakes, we
want to be slightly on the conservative
side with some preparations.

“Ijust decided in thelast few laps,
even thoughlIwasin traffic, totry
and find abit of agap.Iam glad I got
it, soit’s obviously one point more.”

Canyouhear me?Wolff was ignored by drivers

HOW THE F1 FINN STOLEA MARCHY® > DPAGE 4
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Mercedes-Benz rips up the pre-season formbook in Melbourne
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ValtteriBottas set fastest lap to secure maximum points from the weekend
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Ferrarihad no answers to the speed of Mercedes-Benz
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Bottas stroked to
an easy victory
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FIVEKEY TALKING POINTS

FROM MELBOURNE

Where did Ferrari’s
advantage go?

Sebastian Vettel aptly summed up what
many fans were thinking when he piped
upontheradioin the closing quarter of
the Australian Grand Prix: “Why are
we so slow?”

Ferrarihadlooked by far the strongest
team throughout pre-season testing —
hardened calculator-bashers estimated
the team had half a second or more per
lapin hand over Mercedes—but the
silver cars were on scarily imperious
form in Melbourne.

Lewis Hamilton topped every session
in the build-up to therace, but when the
lights went out it was team-mate Valtteri
Bottas who hooked up more crisply from
theline, shootinginto alead he would
only give up briefly during the pitstop
phase. Ultimately the outcome of the
grand prix was decided by a transient
moment of wheelspin for Hamilton
and the determination of Bottasto
prove hisdetractors wrong (or ashe
putit onteamradio, “To whom it may
concern, f**k you...”).

“We should be better than this,”
was Vettel’s verdict after a qualifying
session in which justatenth of a
second separated Hamilton and
Bottas on the front row, while Vettel
was seven tenths adrift. “I’m certainly
surprised. I think everybody is,
probably even Mercedes themselves.”

Worse still, the Ferraris were split
by the Red Bull of Max Verstappen in
fourth place, but that was more a factor
of Charles Leclerc doing what he
himself described as “a very bad job” in
hislast Q3run. Vettel suggested that the
different track conditions compared
with testing could have been a factor
in Ferrarilosing the poise and grip it
demonstrated in Barcelona.

“We have probably something
like 10-15 degrees more ambient
[temperature], a hotter track, and a
different circuit, so overall different
conditions,” he said after qualifying.
“But the car felt really good in testing
and probably around here this weekend
sofaritdidn’tfeel as good yet.”

Team principal Mattia Binotto
suggested that the characteristics of
the Albert Park circuit itself didn’t
suit the SF90.

Come theraceis was Verstappen who
posed the biggest threat to Mercedes’
dominance. Vettel moved across on him
away from the startingline to claim the
insidelineinto Turn 1, also seeing off
an attempt by Leclerc to go around
them both. But Vettel was already 7s off
second-placed Hamilton when Ferrari
brought him in for medium-compound
Pirellis onlap 15, amove that prompted
Mercedes to bring Hamilton in to cover
the potential undercut. The new tyres
weren’t to the world champion’s liking
and he struggled tomatch Bottas’s
pace thereafter, complaining that the
pitstop had been too early.

Vettel wasinno position to challenge,
though, and he was a sitting duck for
Verstappen after the Red Bull pitted on
lap 26. Late in the race he slipped into
the clutches of Leclerc, but Ferrari
ordered the carstohold station, and
they crossed the finishingline 50s
behind Bottas while Verstappen
harried Hamilton all the way.

“Honestly, coming to Melbourne we
didn’t know whether the pace was
good enough or not,” said Mercedes
team boss Toto Wolff. “It was a bitof a
surprise the advantage wehad, and a
bit of a surprise at the non-pace Ferrari
had. Probably the truth is somewhere in
the middle, they took a wrongjunction
on set-up and we got thingsright.”
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RACE FACTS

Results © 2019 Formula One Administration Ltd

Gasly ghastliness
masks Red Bull gains
Max Verstappen claimed Red Bull’s
first podium in Australia since Daniel
Ricciardofinished second on theroad
(subsequently disqualified)in 2014.

It wasalso thefirst podium fora
Honda-powered carinthe V6era.

The questionishowmuch, if atall,
Red Bull has gained relative to Ferrari
and Mercedes in terms of chassisand
engine performance, and how much
Hondais contributing to the picture.

Verstappen’s weekend was
compromised from the off by a
problem with hisfuel cell that
required an overnight chassis
change after Friday practice, and
during qualifyingthe RB151looked
like a car from which the driver had
toextractalap time under duress.

"=

MaxVerstappen jumped Vettel

bumped out by a slew of drivers who
improvedlateon. Cometheracea
strategic gamble torun alongfirst

Verstappen was 0.834s off
Hamilton’s pole time, having
been just seven tenths off in 2018,
butrivals suggested that Red Bull’s
performance envelope had changed
agreatdeal.

“Ifelt Hondahas certainlymadea
huge stepforward,” said Mercedes’
Toto Wolff. “If youlook at the speed
trace,itlooks a very different Red
Bull than before. They’re very fast on
thestraightsand that’sgood tosee.”

1] GaslyandKvyat(alsoHonda-

powered) were quickest through
the speed trap, 6mph up ontherace
winner, while Verstappen blitzed by
Vettel and challenged Hamilton for
second-—-although the Mercedes
had picked up somefloor damage.
“We couldn’t pullit [second place]
off but in general I'm very happy to

AUSTRALIA

Circuit: Albert Park, Melbourne Laps:58

Racedistance:191.126 miles Lap: 3.295 miles
Lap record: Michael Schumacher 2004, 1m24.125s

2018 winner: Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari)

HoME

Prime
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DRS timing line

RESULTS

FIA Formula 1 World Championship, round 1/20

While Verstappen qualified fourth, stint onmediums almost elevated beonthepodium,” said Verstappen. POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
Pierre Gasly started 17th after an himinto the points, but ToroRosso’s “If Tjust compared top speeds against 1 Valtteri Bottas FIN | Mercedes 1h25m?27.325s
attempt to go through Q1 with one Daniil Kvyat slipped by at Turn 3 the other two teams, I'm very pleased 2 Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes +20.886s
set of tyres wentawry and he was while Gasly was on his out-lap. withthat.” 3 Max Verstappen NLD | Red Bull-Honda +22.520s
4 Sebastian Vettel DEU | Ferrari +57.109s
5 Charles Leclerc MCO | Ferrari +58.230s
6 Kevin Magnussen | DNK | Haas-Ferrari +1m27.156s
Haas might notbe had anelectrical problem. < 7 Nico Hulkenberg | DEU | Renault -1 lap
the best of the rest Romain Grosjean and Magnussen S 8 Kimi Raikkonen FIN | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari -1 lap
Kevin Magnussen finished sixth for started sixth and seventh ahead of > 9 Lance Stroll CAN | Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
Haasin Australia, thereby claiming Lando Norris’s McLaren, Kimi 10 | Daniil Kvyat RUS | Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
‘Class B’ victory amongthosemidfield Raikkonen’s Alfa RomeoandRacing 11 | Pierre Gasly FRA | RedBull-Honda -1 lap
outfits cast slightly adriftfromthetop  Point’s Sergio Perez. Magnussen got 12 |Lando Norris GBR | McLaren-Renault -1 lap
three teams. But that maynotbe an by histeam-mate at the start butit 13 | Sergio Perez MEX | Racing Point-Mercedes -1 lap
accuratereflection of the pecking would be Hulkenberg who provided 14 | Alexander Albon THA | Toro Rosso-Honda -1 lap
orderin whatis shapinguptobea histoughest opposition for sixth place. 15 | Antonio Giovinazzi | ITA | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari -1 lap
brutal scrap for the pickingsin the Grosjean retired when anincorrectly 16 | George Russell GBR | Williams-Mercedes -2 laps
back half of the top 10. fitted front-left wheel cameloose after 17 | Robert Kubica POL | Williams-Mercedes -3 laps
Testing form suggested that his stop, while Hulkenbergjumped y R Romain Grosjean | FRA | Haas-Ferrari L29/wheel hub
Renault wasthe clearleader Norrisand Raikkonen at the start. ' . h R Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Renault L28/precautionary
here, but Nico Hulkenbergand Hulkenberg pressured Magnussen oo . i R Carlos Sainz ESP | McLaren-Renault L9/power unit
Daniel Ricciardo qualified 11th inthe middle of therace beforefading R - ] & Winner’s average speed 134.187mph Lap leaders: Bottas 1-22; Verstappen 23-24; Bottas 25-58
and 12th after being eliminated in late on, while Raikkonen was forced 2 T
Q2.Ricciardoadmittedthathedidn’'t  topitearly—compromisinghisrace— NS iy i FASTEST LAP | BOTTAS 1m25.580s ON LAP 57 (AVERAGE SPEED: 138.612MPH)
extract“100%” of his car’s potential, when a visor tear-off lodged in one of Uralt ey el
citingalack of confidenceinthe hisbrake ducts. He still managed to > ¥ = e OUALIFYING

The Haas cars showed speed

grip available, while Hulkenberg finish under Hulkenberg’s rear wing. POS | DRIVER TIME

1 Hamilton 1m20.486s 11 | Hulkenberg 1m22.562s

2 Bottas 1m20.598s 12 | Ricciardo 1m22.570s

3 Vettel 1m21.190s 13 | Albon 1m22.636s
McLaren shows reasons tobe cheerful, even though Zak Brown said he “exceeded where 4 | Verstappen 1m21.320s 14 | Giovinazzi 1m22.714s
signs of recovery Carlos Sainzretired fromtherace we were goingto qualify”’), while 5 | Leclerc 1m21.442s 15 | Kvyat 1m22.774s
Eighteen months on from McLaren’s and Lando Norris wasunable to Sainz’s Saturday performanceis 6 | Grosjean 1m21.826s 16 | Stroll 1m23.017s
costly and acrimonious divorce from parlay eighth onthegridintoa difficult toquantify because he 7 | Magnussen 1m22.099s 17 | Gasly 1m23.020s
Honda, the team’s shareholders points-paying position. waseliminated in Q1 afteralap 8 | Norris 1m22.304s 18 | Sainz 1m23.084s
mightnotbe pleased toseea Red Bull Lastseason’s MCL33 was compromised by an encounter 9 | Raikkonen 1m22.314s 19 | Russell 1m24.360s
adorned with thebig ‘H’ finishing comfortably among the worst cars with Robert Kubica’s 10 | Perez 1m22.781s 20 | Kubica 1m26.067s
onthe podium. Still, there were some onthegrid,and onethatlaid bare the three-wheeled Williams.

LY

Nbrris shone onhisF1 debt

Why Williams
turnaround “will
take months?”’

myths McLaren insiders had spun
todelude themselves that all their
problems were Honda’s doing. The
MCL34mightnotbeatthehead of the
midfield pack but the team appearsto
beinbetter shape thanitdid during
testing. Norris was surprised to
qualify eighth (even McLaren CEO

Norrislosttwo places atthe start,
but what really cost him was along
post-stop spell when he was stuck
behind the Alfa Romeo of Antonio
Giovinazzi. Perhapsinabid to
protect Raikkonen from Norris,
Alfaextended Giovinazzi’s stint to
the detriment of hisrace.

Kubica’s return
= | Wwas dramatic

Damage upset
Hamilton’s Merc

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS

If youthought testinglooked pretty
miserable for Williams, avert your
eyesnow becauseitisn’tgoingto
get any better soon. British rookie
George Russell and Robert Kubica
qualified lastin Melbourne by an

CONSTRUCTORS
POS | CONSTRUCTOR

POS | DRIVER

alarmingdegree: Russell, the 1 Valtteri Bottas 26 1 Mercedes 44
reigning F2 champion, was1.2s 2 Lewis Hamilton 18 2 | Ferrari 22
slower than the next slowest 3 Max Verstappen 15 3 Red Bull-Honda 15
qualifier, 18th -placed Carlos thehard tyres came tonothing when Lack of sparesforced both drivers 4 Sebastian Vettel 12 4 | Haas-Ferrari 8
Sainz. Kubica wasafurther1.7s hearrived at Turn 1 with evenless torun conservatively, and Russell 5 Charles Leclerc 10 5 | Renault 6
off and compounded his woe by grip than expected and he skittered divulged that the troubled carhasa 6 Kevin Magnussen 8 6 | AlfaRomeo-Ferrari 4
biffing the wall and taking hisright- into Carlos Sainz’s McLaren, losing “fundamental” issue. 7 Nico Hulkenberg 6 7 | Racing Point-Mercedes 2
rear tyre off itsrim on hisfinal run. hisnose. “Weunderstand what that is, but it 8 Kimi Raikkonen 4 8 | Toro Rosso-Honda 1

Predictably, come Sunday they “Itwasnottheeasiest one,” said doesn’tmean we can wake up on 9 Lance Stroll 2 9 | McLaren-Renault 0
were thelastrunnershome, Russell Kubica. “Iwasthe only one starting Monday morning and rectify it,” he 10 | Daniil Kvyat 1 10 | Williams-Mercedes 0

twolaps down and Kubica threelaps.
A strategic gambleto start Kubica on

onthehardtyres. Soit wasrather
moreatestforustogetmoredata.”

said. “To change somethingso
fundamental will take months.”
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F1 ROUND-UP

tGasly needs time’
Red Bull Formula 1 team principal
Christian Horner insisted new
signing Pierre Gasly must be
‘given time’ after his disappointing
Australian Grand Prix. Gasly was
eliminated from qualifying in Q1
when Red Bull was caught out by
track evolution, and could only
recoverto 11thinthe race. Horner
said: “It’s still early days. There’s
always pressure in Formula 1 but
Ithought he drove a good race.

He just needs a straightforward
weekend. He built his way into the
weekend very well, his feedback’s
very strong. We know he’s got the
pace, we’ve just got to give the

kid abitof time and it’ll come
right for him.”

Team oxrders

Ferraritold Charles Leclerc to stay
behind Sebastian Vettelin Formula 1's
season-opening Australian Grand Prix
because there was “noreason” to take
arisk fighting over fourth place. Leclerc,
making his Ferrari debut, caught his four-
time world champion team-mate inthe
closing stages of the grand prix. He
asked if he should stay behind Vettel,
who was on older tyres, and was told
“yes, and back off to have some margin”.
Ferrari boss Mattia Binotto said: “I think
10 laps to the end, we decided not to
take any risks and hold positions, bring
the cars home and score points.”

Ferrarilacking grip
Sebastian Vettel says his Ferrari
F1 carhad “way less grip” in the
Australian Grand Prix than it did
during pre-season testing at
Barcelona. Vettel was able to stay
with Mercedes’ Lewis Hamilton in
the early part of last Sunday’s race,
but fell backin his second stint
and was passed by the Red Bull

of Max Verstappen. Asked what
was different about the Melbourne
weekend compared to testing,
Vettel replied: “If you want to be
fair,then way less grip. In Barcelona
we were very happy with the car
right from day one. All weekend
Ididn’t get that confidence thatl
had in Barcelonasoldidn’thave
the carunderneath to play around.
Itwasn’tdoing what | was asking.”

Kvyat’s fightback
Toro Rosso returnee Daniil Kvyat said
he “pushed like an animal” to recover
froman error and score a point on his
F1 comebackin the Australian Grand
Prix. In his first F1 race since the 2017
United States GP 17 months ago,
Kvyat came from 15th onthe grid to
finish 10th. He gained ground with a
long first stint, then overcame a trip
through the Turn 3 gravel while trying
to overtake Lance Stroll's Racing Point
before repassing Pierre Gasly's Red
Bullonits out-lap. “Ithought, ‘Oh, it
might be that the race is lost, but then
Iwenton,” said Kvyat. “ It was hard to
stay cool, but then | pushed like an
animal for the next few laps and | was
on his back again in eight or nine laps.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) > ) @MNmotorsport
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There was a special tribute from the drivers ahead of Australian GP

kids. He spent thelast week with them.

“AsforthelosstoF1, Charliereally
isirreplaceable by oneperson. He’s
goingtobe greatly, greatly missed
foralongtimetocome.

“He did somany things, the circuit
inspections, the technicalrules—
Charlie wasthe one guy all the teams
could gotototalk about theregulations.

“Thenicethingisthathislegacy will
continue when youlook atthingslike
thehaloand all the other work that
Charliedidin the way of safety.”

Former Brabham owner Bernie
Ecclestone also paid tribute to Whiting,
whorosefrom test team mechanic
to chief engineer duringhis spell
with theteam.

“Hehad alot of influence ontheteam
andwe goton very well,” Ecclestone
said. “Weneverhad tohave any
arguments about anything. Charlie was
the sort of guy Ifelt comfortable with.

By Adam Cooper

Former Formula 1 deputy race
director Herbie Blash has
described his longtime colleague
and close friend Charlie Whiting
as “irreplaceable’.

The paddock was shocked last
Thursday by the news thatrace
director Charlie Whitingdied
overnight following a pulmonary
embolismin Melbourne. He was 66.

Blash, who was then Brabham’s
team manager, gave Whitingajobas
amechanicin 1978. The pair worked
together at Brabham fornearly 10
yearsinaspell thatincluded two world
championshiptitles for Nelson Piquet.

When Whitingbecamethe FIA'sF1
racedirectorinthe 1990s Blash joined
him asdeputy, and the two worked side-
by-sideinrace control for over 20 years.

“Mostimportantly two young
children have lost the mostlovingand
adorablefather,” said Blash. “And he
was, hejust devoted everythingtothe

Iwould know it was before 12 o’clock.
Youdidn’'t have to question him. Which

CHARLIE WHITING

F1 world’s shock at race director’s death

“If Charlie said tome, ‘Good morning,’

isgood, when you're working with
people like that, you feel comfortable
and they feel comfortable.

“He’sgoingtobereally, really
missed, because in the end people
didn’t know how much he did.

“Itwasn’tjust being therace director,
but also the safety and so on. He used
towritealot of theregulations, and
he wasmeticulousin all the things he
did like that. He could be trusted.”

Teams and drivers from across F1
have also paid tribute to Whiting.

Sebastian Vettel said: “Iwas as
shocked as we all still are now,
especially because I spoke to him
yesterday [Wednesday, the day
before Whiting died] and walked the
track for the first couple of corners
together with him.

“Thave known him for alongtime
and he has sort of been our man, the
drivers’man. He was aracer. He was
justaveryniceguy.”

Haasteam boss Gunther Steiner
added: “It’sa very sad moment. I was

Photos: LAT

Whiting was well
respected in F1

very emotional whenIheard about
it.Ithought this cannot be true.

“Charlie wasavery bigpart of this
sport. We all knew him, he was always
polite. He never had anythingbad to
say. Which isamazing from a person,
especially in his job. My condolences
tohisfamily because he was too young
togo.

“He was afriend of Haas, a personal
friend. Iwould say without the help
of Charliein the beginning, five years
ago, heretoadvise us how todothings
best, we wouldn’t be here.I've gotalot
of respect for whathedid.”

Whiting held anumber of different
roles, includingrace director,
permanent starter and safety
delegate. Following his death,
the FIA named Michael Masi,
one of two deputy race directors,
in all three positions.

Masiis aformer Supercars official
who worked as Whiting’s deputy at
several grands prix last year.
Additional reporting by Scott Mitchell

Russell says Williams has found a “fundamental” fault with its 2019 car

Williams hasfound a adrift of the next slowest

itdoesn’'t mean we can wake

It was a difficult weekend for

“fundamental” fault with its car in qualifying. up on Monday morning and Russell’s team-mate Robert
2019 Formulalcarthatcan ButRussell said amajor rectify it. Kubicaon his F1 comeback.
getitcloser tothe pace, issuehasbeenidentified “To change something ThePole hitthe wallin
reckons George Russell, butit thatcould provide adecent sofundamental will take qualifyingand was nearly 2s
could takemonthstoresolve.  stepforward. months of development, behind Russell. Then atthe
The team was at the bottom “Thereisonefundamental work in the simulator and startof theracehestruggled

whichIdon’t wanttodiscuss
publicly,” said Russell. “We
understand what thatis, but

of the timesheets throughout
the Australian Grand Prix
weekend and was 1.3 seconds

OH ND RICCIARDD s

LOST His FRONT wing
WILL THE sAFeTy
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designers working out how
todoit,and thatis whatneeds
tobedoneatthemoment.”

toseethelightsand damaged
hisfront wingin a collision
with Pierre Gasly’s Red Bull.

Williams has had a nightmare start
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‘BTC Racing aiming 3:'4;.

for the big time”
BTCC feature, p24

Photos: LAT
Sebring victory
for the #8 crew

-

Alonso celebrates win

YALONSO5BUEMIAND,NAKAJIMA
RETURNTOJWECIWINNINGWAYS]

Bruniand Richard Lietz took
full advantage of thelaterain
tobeat Alexander Sims, Martin
Tomczyk and Nicky Catsburg’s

Brendon Hartley, Vitaly
Petrov and Mikhail Aleshin in
SMP Racing’s BR Engineering
BR1,111lapsdownonthe

Lopezshares with Mike
Conway and Kamui Kobayashi
had beenrightin the hunt,
trailing by just afew seconds.

Toyotadrivers Fernando
Alonso, Kazuki Nakajima
and Sebastien Buemi took
theirfirst World Endurance

Championshiprace win Heavyraininthefinal 30 winning Toyota. BMW and the Ford GT of Andy

sincelastyear’s Le Mans minutes prompted both Toyotas Jackie Chan DCRacingtrio Priaulx, Harry Tincknell and

24 Hoursinthe Sebring tochangetowettyres,and David Heinemeier Hansson, Jonathan Bomarito.

1000 Miles last weekend. then again toextreme wets, Jordan King and Will Stevens @ Alonsowill testat Texas
The crew werehanded a butalate spin for Nakajimain took adominant LMP2 victory, Motor Speedway next month

treacherous conditions wasnot
costly astheraceended under
asafety car. Alonso, Nakajima
and Bueminowlead the drivers’
standings by 15pointsheading
intothefinal tworounds.
Completing the podium were

finishingfourth overall.
Ex-Formula1driver Anthony
Davidson was third in class,
alongside Pastor Maldonado
and Roberto Gonzalez.
Porschetook victoryin the
GTE Pro class as Gianmaria

in preparationfor his second
attemptat the Indianapolis
500. Alonsoistargeting victory
tocomplete the triple crown,
following his Le Mans success
and Monaco Grand Prix wins
in 2006 and 2007.

clear path tovictory when
Jose MariaLopez’s sister
TS050 HYBRID lost two laps
after making contact with the
TF Sport GTE Am class Aston
Martin of Jonny Adamin the
fifth hour of therace. The car

Action Express trio enjoy faultless run to top all-Cadillac Sebring 12 Hours podium

Action Express Racingtrio anear-faultlessrunto win movedintothelead attheend Cadillac podium behind Wayne
Felipe Nasr Pipo Derani the Sebring 12 Hours IMSA of thefirsthourandmaintained Taylor Racing’s Daytona 24
SportsCarraceheld separately itsadvantage despite several Hours-winning example.
over the same weekend. safety car periods. Victoryin GTLM went to

The ssister car of Brendon
Hartley, Joao Barbosa and Filipe
Albuquerque completed an all-

the Porsche 911 RSR shared by
Nick Tandy, Patrick Piletand
Frederic Makowiecki.

Afterheavyrainensuredthe
race started under caution,
the winning Cadillac DPi.V-R

‘4 Nasr/Derani/Curran triumphed

= t FE»-,LJI} 4—"1 3
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: GTChallengein a Strakka

: Mercedes-AMG GT3. Following
: anouting in February’s Bathurst
: 12 Hour series openerinacar

: run by Craft-Bamboo and Black
: Falcon, the Briton will share

: Strakka’s lead car with reigning
: IGTC champion Tristan Vautier

: andteam regular Lewis

. Williamson... Honda will entera :
: factory carforthe remainder of this : B

: year'sintercontinental GT Challenge : | %

: season. The JAS Motorsport T e i

: squad, which played akeyrolein : McLaughlin hashad brilliant start to the Supercars season
: development of the NSX GT3, will :
: field asolo Evo version of the car,

: with Bertrand Baguette, Rengervan
: derZande and Mario Farnbacher

Supercars champion Scott
McLaughlin continued his
dominant start to the season,
winning three of the four

races at Melbourne in his Ford
Mustang. But his unbeaten
streak ended in bizarre fashion
after a crash with Cam Waters
before Saturday’s third race,
allowing fellow Ford driver Chaz
Mostert to top the podium...Kyle
Busch took his 200th NASCAR win
by producing adominant display in
the Cuprace at Fontana. The Joe
Gibbs Racing Toyota driverled 134
of 200 laps to claim his 53rd Cup
victory. Recovering from a pitlane

MIGHTYPRATTE

looked at the World Endurance
i Championship's new hypercar

: IndyCar’s owners, said the
: seriesistalking to promoter

speeding penalty, Busch breezed
past Penske drivers Joey Logano
and Brad Keselowski... Reigning
DTM champion and HWA

Formula E driver Gary Paffett will

complete the Intercontinental

. settodriveinthe nextround at

: LagunaSeca...IndyCarisintalks
: aboutafutureracein Argentina,
: using the El Villicum circuitin

: SanJuan.Mark Miles, CEO of

: Grupo OSD aboutarace atthe

: World Superbike Championship
: venue. IndyCar'slastround held
: outside of North Americawas

: atSaoPauloin2013... Roger

: Penske says his organisation has

: regulations, as he seeks to fulfil his
: dream ofracingonceagainatLe

: Mans. Penske has raced twice at

: LeMans:asadriverin 1963,and

: ateamownerin’71,running

* Ferraris on both occasions...

Reigning camp hasstruggled

Vergne and Techeetah need to halt “negative spiral” in Formula E

Reigning Formula E champion
Jean-Eric Vergne saysthatheand
hisTecheetah teamneed to change
the “negative spiral” thathas hurt
their2018/19season todate.

Vergnefinished 13thinthe Hong
KongE-Prix after apenalty, having
only qualified 18th after crashing
inthe changeable conditions.

It wasthelatest disappointing
race for Vergne after promising
pacein Saudi Arabia wasfollowed

by aspininMarrakech and
frustration with thehandling
of his carin Mexico.
“Itwasanightmarerace
honestly,” said Vergne. “What
more canlsay?Itseemsthatthe

negative spiral keeps going on for
usand we have gotto change that.”

While team-mate Andre
Lotterer was able to put himself
into superpole and race-win
contention, Vergne doesnot

believe thetwo wereapartin
raw performance.

Hesaid: “When you are glued
intrafficandinfreeairit’sa
completely differentraceisn’t

it? The car was behaving wellin

therace, Andredid agoodjob.
“The problem now isthat you
can’tovertakein Formula E.
“Idon’tthink there hasbeen
asingle clean overtake without
touching [in Hong Kong].”
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“Whiting’s deat
serves as a
quiet warning”

(6

he sudden death of
Formula 1 race director
Charlie Whiting four
days before the
Australian Grand Prix
not only robbed motor
racing of a much-loved and well-
respected individual, it also served

as a quiet warning to those who
globetrot as part of the F1 circus.

Whiting, who was 66, joined the FIA
inthe late 1980s as a poacher-turned-
gamekeeper. Since one of his first
experiences as a mechanic for Brabham
was the debut of the infamous BT46B
‘fan car’ at the 1978 Swedish Grand Prix,
he was the perfect occupant of that role.
He'd worked on some of the cleverest
circumventions of the rulebook with his
own hands.

As F1 grew flush with cigarette money and
manufacturer investment, the demands on
Whiting grew far beyond any level he could
have anticipated. And with ever greater car
performance came heightened risks for the
sport’s personnel, and it's this field perhaps
more than any other that will define Whiting’s
legacy. His twin roles as technical and safety
delegate put him at the centre of conflicting
demands and forces and ensured he was
permanently under scrutiny. Paranoid
competitors are always inclined to read
bias into any regulatory decision; likewise
any whiff of complacency around safety
draws understandably negative attention.

For over 30 years Whiting navigated
these choppy waters. It's a testament to
his effectiveness in his many roles that
teams trusted him to preside over technical
matters without fear or favour. Similarly,
while the drivers often kicked back against
judgements over prosaic matters such as
short-cutting chicanes or breaching track
limits, they trusted him implicitly to keep
them safe.

Ultimately, Whiting's greatest
achievement was to be the invisible
guiding hand that prevented calamity.
Lives have been saved and injuries
prevented because of procedures laid
down by Whiting or sagacious calls from
race control in moments of crisis. Grands
prix pass so seamlessly that you only notice
the rare slips, such as the stray fire truck
during the 2013 Korean Grand Prix.

So Charlie leaves big boots tofill. And also,
forthose who would follow his mantra of
avoiding complacency, a word of caution.
He was struck down by a pulmonary
embolism, one of the prime causes of which
is deep vein thrombosis —a phenomenon
often brought about by air travel. Now,
correlation does not equal causation, but
as the sport’s commercial rights holders
plot future calendars stretching to 25 or
more races, those members of the circus
who must jam themselves into economy
seats for long stretches week in, week
out, should take this as awarning. ..

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Lidsey and Thompson the
latest Clio Cup signings

Renault UK Clio Cupdriver Brett Lidsey
willremain with the MRM team for the
final season of the category this year.
Lidsey contested hisfirstfull season of
the serieslast yeartaking a bestresult of
fifth and finishing 13th in the standings.
Now he’stargeting podiums this year
aspartof MRM’s three-carline-up
alongside Jack Youngand Ben Davis.
“We've definitely got unfinished
businessin the Clio Cup, last year we
came very close to getting on the podium
and had alot of badluck alongthe way,”
said Lidsey. “This season, podiums are
thetargeteveryround.”
Alsoremainingin the series for another
yearis Aaron Thompson, who will switch
tothe Westbourne squad after finishing 3
18th in 2018 with Matrix Motorsport. Vaughan and Plato will

drive for Motorbase e
Plato has signed from JTR squad

MOTORBASE SIGNS PLATO IN
EXPANDED CARRERA CUP ENTRY

Team returns to the top class of Porsche category after seven years

By Stephen Lickorish Vaughan finishingrunner-upin the strong team-mate. Lewisisideal everyone justhow good the team really
Pro-Am standings and earningthe becausethey’veraced together is. Realistically, this year theaimisto
British Touring Car squad ‘driver of the year’ accolade. before asteam-mates in Radicals. win. Of course, there are always
Motorbase Performance will return Vaughan will now step up to the Pro “Onhisownhemanagedtogetdriver  variablesthatgetinthe way of that, but
— = to the top class of the Porsche class and will be joined by his former of the year whichis phenomenal. I I'mreallylooking forward to getting
Teamwork has enjoyed Asian success Carrera Cup GB this season with Radicalteam-mate Plato—whomade think we want to gofor the title now. started and targeting the top step.”
an expanded two-car line-up after hisseriesdebutin 2016 and finished It’'sagreatline-up and good tohave @Alsoracingin the Carrera Cup this
Huff partners Teamwork signing race winner Lewis Plato fourthin the standingslast year. twolike-minded drivers.” year will bereigning Ginetta GT4
for new Tcn “K sq“ad to partner Dan Vaughan. “Dandid astonkingjoblast year Plato, who considered areturnto Supercup champion Charlie Ladell.
Motorbase madeits Carrera Cup onhisowninaone-carteam,” said enduranceracing for this year, added: The 22-year-old will be competing
Former World Touring Car champion comebacklast year runningjustone Motorbase boss David Bartrum. “In “I'mlookingforward to hopefully with Rob Boston Racingalongside

Rob Huff has partnered with Hong car for much of the season with rookie order totake Danforward heneedsa havingasuccessful year and showing fellow Ginetta graduate Tom Roche.

Kong-based touring car squad

Teamwork Motorsport torun two

Volkswagen Golfsin TCR UK this year.
Huff, who will be competingina

Golf inthe World Touring Car Cup

this season, has worked with the squad

BTCC racers Plato and Blundell get to grips with their new cars for the first time

for anumber of years and the team will British Touring Car Championship atseveral avenues, and thereaction we down one gear tofifth and havingtherear
also work closely with British Touring racersJasonPlato and newcomer Mark gotfrom the car wasreally strong. moveround on afront-wheel-drive car, is
Car outfit Ciceley Motorsport. Blundell got to grips with their 2019 cars “It wasa great team to work with: something way outside of my comfort
Huff isone of anumber of UK driversto forthefirsttimeduringtestinglastweek. = Iknow somany of the guysfrom my zone,” said Blundell. “Thatis something
haveraced for Teamwork in the Chinese Plato drove the Power Maxed Racing dayswith Triple Eight,and we all thatis goingtotake a whiletogetusedto.”
Touring Car Championship, that also Vauxhall Astra at Snetterton for afull workedreally well together.I am very ® Thenew Team Toyota GB Toyota
includes Ciceley’s Adam Morgan and | day. The two-time champion reported optimisticabout whatistocome.” Corolla completedits first full week
triple BTCC champion Colin Turkington. . apositiveday’srunning. Blundell got to grips with the of runningat Circuit Calafatin Spain,
Teamwork Huff Motorsport’s first “Wedid some wet runningin the AmDTuning.com Audi S3 at Silverstone and Tom Ingramis thrilled with the
signing for TCRUKis TCR China morningand thenitdried out, and it on Thursday last week, before moving results. “What wasreally encouraging
champion Sunny Wong. was areally greatlittle car,” said Plato. onto Oulton Park on Friday. was how well the Corollarespondsto
“I'vebeen workingwiththe Teamwork | Double championPlatoinPMR Astra  “Wechased theset-upabitandlooked “To go through Copse just changing minor set-up changes,” he said.
guysforyears, and now with Teamwork
Huff Motorsport,it’s greattobe trying
my hand at somethingelse,” said Huff. . - . B . -
“T'vespentalot of timein China with Green decides against F4 campaign, instead choosing Ginettas [ =
the guys, guiding their progress, and = - = =
now it’ll be something different to Ginetta Junior graduate Fin buthas since changed hismind LeeBrookes havinghuge I F— . i
work with them in the UK, and not only Green willraceinthe Ginetta tohead downthesportscarroute.  experiencein motorsport, while Ll ' i
work with them on how to get the best GT4 Supercup this year with “The Ginetta G55 GT4feels I've got Dave Wooder [former . . 1’: s 4
outof the car,butdothat at some of the Total Control Racing, having agreat cartodrive and the Ginetta Juniorracer] coaching P e > -3
circuits whereIgrew upracing. previously been confirmed as competition has always been and managingmetoo.” i ‘R =
“It’ll be a great experience, and also adriverfor Carlinin British ataveryhighlevel,” said @ Former Mexican NACAM F4
tohavemynameonaraceteam, Formula4. Green. “Allthe guysat TCR racer Mariano Martinezisthe
working with some top drivers as we Green, 16, finished ninthin are workingreally hard and latest driverto sign up to British
try our best todo wellinthe TCR UK GinettaJuniorlastyearandwas I've gotsome great people F4forthis year. He will race with e
championship, will be an exciting setfor a switch to single-seaters around me with team boss the Fortec Motorsportsquad. Ginetta Junior graduate Green to drive G55 with TCR
and funnew challenge.”
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British Touring Car Championship
racer Jake Hill got the chance to
drive a 1989 Aston Martin AMR1
Group C carduring arecent test
session at Guadix in Spain.

The 25-year-old was in Spain to

Rob Fenn, with whom he will share

aLotus Elan 26R and a Ford Mustang

in Masters series events.

undertake some pre-season mileage
withregular historic racing partner

Hill will race in the BTCC this
seasoninaTrade Price Cars Racing
Audi S3 alongside Mark Blundell.

Paul Whight, who owns the Aston
Martin among a collection of other
old cars, was also present with the
AMRI1 and offered Hill the chance
to sample the six-litre 900kg car.

“What an amazing experience,”
said Hill.

“Iwill admit, I was screaming

ASTON MARTIN IIMR1 GROUPC

likea girl asI was going around.
Ican’tthank Paul enough.”

Hill said he completed eight laps
inthe machine, and wasimpressed
with the brute force of the car.

“Iwas being careful with it,
obviously, and the gearbox was the
hardest thingto get used to,” he
added. “Itisa dogleg H-pattern box,
and it was quite floaty between cogs,
solwasjustmakingsureldidn’tdo

i AR

Test took place at
Guadix in Spain

anythingtodamageit. Oncelgotthe
hangof itIcould push on and the car
was way beyond my expectations.
Such abeast. Group C always has
been one of my favourite eras of
racing, anditdidn’t disappoint.
“Iimmediately sent a text message
tomy BTCC team-mate Mark
Blundell afterwards and told him that
he must have been mental to have
racedoneinperiod. Itissuchacar.”

Harrison swaps teams for 2019

Third time lucky? Harrison stays in Mini Challenge after finishing runner-up twice

Mini Challenge runner-up Nathan
Harrison will switch to the Mini UK
VIP team for a third attempt at the title.
Harrison, 22, took two wins last year
ashefinished second in the standings -
and he was also runner-up in 2016,
ayear after winning the Cooper
class crown.

“Intruth, I was planningto take a
year out and concentrate on the family
business, but then the chance tojoin
the Mini UK team came up and the
squad has a great track record, so
now it’s game on for this year,”
said Harrison.

“I’'dlike to think thatnobody on the

grid knows the JCW as well asI do.
Comingin with two years of experience
under my belt obviously putsmeina
great position but, asI know from

Mini Challenge racing, nothingis ever
easy. There are some quick new drivers
comingin and yourarely ever get afree
run at anythingin this championship.”

New Open class created in Sports Prototype Cup

Organisers of the new Sports Prototype
Cup have created anew Open class torun
atselected rounds of the seriesthis year.
Thenew classisopentoawiderange
of machinery, including Sports 2000,
Clubmans, Caterhams and Radical SR1s.
Butthe cars mustnot exceed the pace of a
Radical SR3 and ‘balance of performance
measures’ can be applied to ensurethis.
Themain Sports Prototype Cup
features classes for the new Revolution
sportscar and the Radical SR3.
“Weexpectover 15 carstocompetein
thefirst year of the main Cup, butonthe
longer circuits we have the ability to
accommodate additional cars,” said
championship promoter James Bailey.
“The Sports Prototype Open provides
racers with the chance to experience
anenduranceraceformatonfour great

circuitsin addition to competingin their
main championship.”

Revolution principal Phil Abbott says
testing and sales of the Ford V6-powered
car areprogressing well but doesn’t expect
ahugenumbertobeonthegridforthe
openinground at Silverstone on April 27.

“We’vebuiltasecond car, run towards
10,000miles, the monocoquehas passed
[FIA] crashtests and KS Composites
[maker of thefirst Radical Clubsport
panels] hasredone the body, subtly
restylingand rationalisingit to23
mouldings,” said Abbott.

“Thetubisnowall carbon, saving
around 30kgs, and thefirst batch of eight
isarrivingthismonth, with another two
in Germany. Apartfrom the UK market,
cars have been sold to Italy, Switzerland
andtheUSA.”

Changeshave beenmade to car

Praga RT1 to finally race
in UK with VR Motorsport

VR MotorsportwillrunaPragaRT1in
Britcarthis season after modifications
weremadetothe carallowingitto
competeinthe UK.

The car was created in 2012 by the
Czech Republic manufacturer, but was
unabletoracein the UK before now due
toitsfull carbon monocoque chassis.

The UK’s governing body, Motorsport
UK, requiresthat steelroll over
protections systems (ROPS) are used.

VR Motorsport’s Vincent Randall said:
“Werecognised it wasimperative given
the uncertainties of Brexit that we could
racethecarinthe UK, soin2018 with
the assistance of Motorsport UK, VR
Motorsportdeveloped a suitablerollbar
forthe R1 and Motorsport UK classified
the car asasportscar.

“In 2019 Britcar will be our main focus,
however we will also attend afew other
meetings and charity events.”

-
\ oz :
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Lundqvist: British F3 champion

Lundgqvist moves into
Euroformula Open

Reigning BRDC British Formula 3
champion Linus Lundqgvist will step up
to Euroformula Open this season and
will remain with the Double R squad.

The Swede dominated last year’s British
F3 campaign with the Surrey-based
outfit, taking seven wins and clinching
thetitle with tworacesstill to spare.

The 19-year-old took a win in the
Euroformula Open Winter Series at Paul
Ricard earlier thismonth with Campos
Racing, havingalsotested a GP3 car
with theteam atthe end of last year.

Buthe willnow compete with Double R
in Euroformula this term, havingraced
forthe outfitlast year andin British F4
during2017.

“Bothmeand theteamexpecttobein
the mix for wins and the championship
and my targetistowalk away with
another championship by the end of
theseason,” said Lundqvist, who also
competed in this year’s Daytona 24
Hours after winning the Sunoco
Whelen Challengelast season.

“Iknowit’sgoingtobetough,it’s
anew seriesformeand theteam.I’'ve
notbeen to the tracks before soit’s going
tobeachallenge. The guysdoingitare
goingtobetough competition.”
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MG Live has boasted
large Equlpe GTS gr1ds
AR R S
g By Stephen Lickorish at Silverstone, anew date as part of pick a worse time because there’s afantastic circuit and we’ve not been
4 the Spa Summer ClassiconJune29-30  more demand for clubracing there since we’ve been running the
= The popular Equipe GTS series hasbeen added to the calendar. between May and June [than any series. A huge number of our drivers
» will visit Spa this year following “We hit the phones and talked to other time]. People’s cars are fresh, have never been to Spa. Butitdoesn’t
the cancellation of the everyone we know [after MG Live’s their wallets are fresh and the make up forit [theloss of MG Live].
Silverstone MG Live meeting. cancellation],” explained series weather’s generally good.” “We’ve got a half-hour qualifying
The Silverstone event has been co-organiser John Pearson. “MG The MG Car Clubis working on and two 40-minute pitstop races, so
the centrepiece of the Equipe GTS Livehasbeen ahighlight of our alternative arrangements to ensure agood deal of track time. The Spa
calendar for the past few years and season. It’sour biggestrace of the MG Live still goes ahead. But Equipe 6-hour meetingis one of the biggest
in 2018 series organisers Equipe season and we normally run six Classic Racing decided to makeits eventsinhistoricracingbutit’sin
Classic Racinghad over 90 entries racesand 100 cars and abig party - ownnew plans asit was left with a September. The Summer Classic
attheevent. it’sa good social weekend. That was large gapinits calendar. is the better of the two meetings
But with MG Live on June 15-16 our jewelin the crownrace. “It would’ve given us an eight- interms of being on track and
cancelled due toresurfacing work “Itwas abigshock and you couldn’t week gap,” added Pearson. “Spais being a competitor.”

McAttack and Amigo squads take opening C1 spoils

McAttack Racingand Amigo Despite being penalised when
Motorsport shared the victory spoils RhysLloyd jumped the startin the

at Croftlast weekend, as the Citroen polesitting Amigo car, Mathew Dawson
C1Challenge season Kicked off with joined him to battle back to third.
twothree-hourraces. Hughesmanaged to snatch thelead

Simon Walker-Hansell gave McAttack  inracetwointothefinal half hour,
thelead inrace one at the completion of butasplash and dash allowed Lloyd
thefirsthourbut, despitelosingthelead, togoback ahead and clinch the win for
Kraken Motorsport’sJames Kenyonand  Amigo, with Merlin the only other

Stewart Linn stayed well in contention. pairingtoremain ontheleadlap.
Kraken, McAttack, TCS Motorsport Emaxmotorsport’s Jake/James

and Donkwell Racing were alap clear Littlehad been near the top of the

of therestatthe two-hour mark but, leaderboard throughout, butran

with Declan McDonnell handingto Joe out of fuel seven laps from home. A

Wiggin for thefinal stint, McAttack similarfate befell Paul Donkin/Stuart

eased cleartoacomfortable win, with Drewell’s Donkwell car, which handed

the Merlin International car of Katie thefinal podium place to Voir Un with

Milner/Alice Hughes consolidating JDCRacing’s Nick Halstead, Michael

Walker-Hansell, Wiggin and McDonnell won three-hour Croft opener second during the final hour. Close and Gary Mitchell.

Platt picks out Gulliford and James as main rivals

Five-time British Superkart F250 Platt has been working on quite
National champion Paul Platt has afew upgradesforthe 2019 season,
marked Andy Gulliford and Gareth but details are secret until the first
James asthemaindriversthat round. But he will be staying with
could prevent him sealing a sixth histried and trusted PVP GasGas
title this year. chassis/engine combination which
Some of Platt’s previousrivals are was soreliable last year.
switching classes, with Andy Bird While the F250 National class
movingtoDivision 1, and Daniel Clark doesn’t begin until April 21 at Cadwell
concentrating on the F125 Open class. Park, the Division 1 and F125 Open
“Ithink one of the main contenders categories begin at Bishopscourt on
will be Andy Gulliford asitlooks April 6-7. Thisis the first season since
like he has the same pace as me after the championship has been taken
setting threelaprecords duringthe in house by Motorsport UK and run
final weeks of the 2018 season,” said under the Karting UK banner.
Platt. “Alsolook out for the return of @ Fordetailsof thefull British
Gareth James who will berunningin Superkartprogramme, see MIN'’s

the Anderson camp.” karting calendar on page 20. Liam Morley willbe a key contender in the F125 Open class again this season

Harvey’s debut

James Harvey, son of 1992 British
Touring Car champion Tim, made his
carracing debutin the C1 Challenge
at Croft. “l had done loads of karting
over the years, but neverraced a car
until now,” he said. “l had known Paul
and George Ingram for years, they
were interested and | couldn’t think
of anything cheaper to haveagoin.”
Their Squadra Budino Nero (Team
Black Pudding) car was 24th in the
firstrace, and 20th in race two — with
Harvey now considering further outings.

Grasstrack to race track
Former international speedway and
grasstrack racer Chris Pidcock had his

first ever car race at Croft, as part of the
CDMC (Castle Donington Motor Club)
teamin the C1 Challenge. “I had helped

the car's owner lan Whitt with his MG Midget
afew times and had the chance torace
myself,” he said after sharing with Morgan
racer Andrew Thompson to 26th place.

Clio cash incentives

The Renault UK Clio Cup is offering
extra incentives for competitorsinits
final season. As well as the previously
announced cash prizes for the champion
and winner of the Graduate Cup, the
series will also award a £500 ‘race
bonus’ to each competitor for every
round they contest. This will be supplied
in the form of credits that can be used
to purchase components from the
category’s official parts supplier R.Sport.

De Sadeleer targets title
Radical Challenge frontrunner Jerome de
Sadeleer is targeting a title challenge in the
series this year. The older brother of LMP2
regular Hugo, Jerome won the Radical SR1
Cupin 2017 and took three wins in the series
last year. He will again compete with the 360
Racing squad. “l was much stronger and
more consistent in the second half of the
season and I'm confident | can build on that
momentum,” de Sadeler said. Inthe SR1

Cup, last year's rookie champion Will Hunt will
remain with the Scorpio Motorsport squad
after finishing third in the standingsin 2018.

Motorsport UK changes

way the sport’s governed

Motorsport UK has made
significant changes to the way
British motorsportis governed
after it has adopted new articles
of association.

The changes mean the Motorsport
UK board has become the ultimate
decision-making body in the
governance of UK motorsport.

In the past this role has been
carried out by the Motorsport
Council -this will now become
an advisory body for the board.

A newrules committee, drawn
from across the disciplines, will
also be established to review
regulation changes proposed by
the various specialist committees.

“This is a very significant moment
in the history of motorsportin the
UK, as we commit to becoming a
modern governing body thatis
truly representative of our members
and motorsport in general,” said
Motorsport UK chairman David
Richards. “The changes approved
this week have come about after
lengthy debate and meet the
objective of ensuring that we will
now provide the highest standards
of sports governance.”

Tom Purves has been appointed
as the new chairman of the
Motorsport Council, taking over
from Tony Scott Andrews at the end
of his nine-year tenure. Purves was
previously a director of Motorsport
UK and is also a former chairman
of the Royal Automobile Club.
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Ogier has won twice
already this year

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier is pushing
Citroen for more developments
onits car as he looks to kickon
from a good start to his first
seasonina C3WRC.

The Frenchman has won two of the
first threerounds of this year’s World
Rally Championship, buthe has warned
more paceisneeded from the Citroen
astheseriesmoves towards the South
American and European gravel rounds.

While Kris Meeke and Ogier have
guided the C3tosuccessin Mexico, the
carhasyettoscoreavictoryonany
otherall-gravel round of the series.

Significant strides were made with
boththefront and rear geometrylast
season, but thefocus has now switched
tosuspension and finding more grip
ontheloose.

Ogier would not be specificin his
requests, but he told MN he wants
morefrom Citroen.

“Like always, 'm pushing—youcan
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countonthat,” hesaid. “Sure,it’'sa
good start [to the year], butin Mexico
there were a few things disturbingme
whichIcouldn’tchangeyet.IThave
somedirection tomake the car better.
Idon’t want tomention toomuch -

we have seen the carisnottoobad
andthe potentialisthere, butIsee
someroom forimprovement.

“Oneof thethingsIwanttoget
for Argentina, it’s something
whichis specific for the gravel.”

Citroen switched from Ohlins to
Reiger dampers for the first time
in Mexico and team principal Pierre
Budar acknowledged thisisan area
the teamis working hard on. Ogier
haspushed for the switch, having
worked with Reiger at M-Sport for
the past two years.

It’spossible, however, that anew
regulationforthis season could force
CitroentoreverttoOhlinsforthe
nexttwo gravelralliesin Argentina
and Chile.

The two South American rounds of

Budar: Suspens1on quest1on mark

theseriesare splitby 10days—enough
timefor the teams tomake their way
through the Andes after thefinishin
Villa Carlos Paz on April 28 and before
the start of scrutineering for Rally
Chile in Concepcionon May 8.
Budarexplained: “Thereisalink
between [the WRC roundsin] Argentina
and Chile and it will affect our decision
[on suspension]. The cars stay out there
in South Americabetween therallies
andthereisanewrule onthedampers

MN GIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP WIN FOR BIRD
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which says we will have five sets of
dampers fortwo carsoverthe two
rallies. After Argentina, we can change
only two of these sets, which means
three sets willhave to do both Argentina
and Chile. That’s quite alot because we
know that Argentina can be quite hard
forthe dampers. Dependingon the
weatheritcanbeahardrally.

“We started working with Reiger
and we could have more developments
comingfor Argentina, butit’squite
complicated if you arenot sure about
those new developments—especially
whenthey goto Chileas well. Wedon’t
have much time tomake the validation
with these parts. We do a debrief [from
Mexico] and we will make a decision
soon whether we go with Reiger
or Ohlins.”

Beyond the dampers, Citroenis
also working on an overhaul of its
aeropackage, but Budar confirmed
that would not be completed until
thesummer.

Asked wherethefocus wasonthe

changestoaero, Budarreplied: “It’s
acomplete package. Butit takestime
and we won’t haveit for the nextrace.
Youneed tomakethe calculation, make
the test, produce the moulds. We work
with the CFD already, but these parts
won’t be coming for Argentina—they
will belaterintheseason.”

Ahead of those tworallies comesthe
season’sfirstall-asphalt encounterin
Corsica—arally won by Ogierin a Ford
Fiesta WRClast season. The C3WRC
runsits ownin-house dampers on
Tarmacand the Citroenisreckoned
tobeatitsstrongest on that surface.

Itisseven years since Citroen enjoyed
such astrongstarttoaseason, with
Sebastien Loeb winning Monte and
Mexico-roundsoneand three—in 2012.
Continuing the development of the C3
WRC will be vital as the Frenchfirm
lookstoovercomeits worst seasonasa
full-time WRC competitorin 2018.

Last season left Citroen with one win
and bottom of the manufacturers’
table by a considerable distance.
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‘Cave back on the
top step in the BRC’

West Cork success, p22

“Rallyingon T
Is still a hit”

B Solberg was

B runner-up

B
-
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DAVID

obody, apparently, watches
the telly anymore. Not
traditional telly anyway.
YouTube, Netflix and

Prime are, apparently,

the only way forward.

I'm not so sure. I've unearthed two key
pieces of evidence which indicate that might

not be the case. Let's see what you think.

Firstly, there's the noisy folk who seem to relish
the opportunity to carp on about the lack of WRC
terrestrial coverage in the UK. The culmination of
such anargument is always the same: nothing has
ever been the same since Colin and Richard.

It's true, there was no digital terrestrial television
coverage of the season openerin Monte Carlo.
BT Sport's pay TV coverage was available, but,
you're right, there was nothing for free.

Hmm...

The Solberg and Subaru Associationroundandlooked  year, with two Latvian Rally seeOliverinthatcarandthose  * It was back in Sweden. And there in Mexico.
partnership wasspectacularly setforafirstwinof theseason = Championship wins already colours. Butmostof all,’mso ' And it'll be there for every one of the remaining
reunited last week when until his Subarustopped with ~ securedina Volkswagen impressed with what he did " 11 roundsthis season.

Petter’s son Oliver came anelectrical fault. Higgins Polo GTIRS. onthisrally. He was so calm, 1 o :
within 6.8 seconds of fixed the issue and continued Lookingforwardtothe socool. Hedidn’tletanything, E WVPYQt?SrGBSSﬂ}E;e’?.S-I;% Clre]ang\ifaathstg E Ivlf/ea's to
landing amaiden victory at tofinish third. Olympus Rally, Solberg added: the puncture, the bonnet, il 28 i ;

the 100 Acre Wood Rally. Co-driven by Northern “Iwanttostartthatrallytoday! nothinggottohim.Hejust " o BBC1 back when we were watching Grange

Solberg Jr started the first
of sixralliesdriving a Subaru
Motorsports USA WRX STI
and was immediately on the

. pace,only missingout onthe

win after a puncture cost him
aminute. The 17-year-old has
vowed to push to go one better
in pursuit of America’s most
famous stage event—the
Olympus Rally in Washington.
Solberg’s celebrated
British team-mate —nine-time
American title winner David
Higgins-controlled last
week’s American Rally

Irishman Aaron Johnston,
Solbergtold MN: “Ididn’t
know what to expect before
the start of thisrally.I’d never
competed on gravel in a four-
wheel-drive car before, never
driven the Subaru and never
competedin America. Soto
come out second and so close
tothe winisfantastic for me -

especially because we dropped

time with the puncture and

then drove one stage with

the bonnetup.”
Solberg’sresultin Missouri

extends a strong starttothe

This Subaruisafantasticcar,
somuch power and somuch
fun todrive on thesereally fast
roads. I'm sorry for David’s
problem, that’s tough. But
now I'mlooking forward to
Olympus, I'm going flat out
topushforthe win.”
Oliver’sfather Petter won
his 2003 WRC title with Subaru
and admitted to an emotional
moment when he saw his son
drivingin the same colours.
“Subaruissuch abigpartof
thisfamily’s story,” hesaid.
“Of course, it was emotional to

L4 T AN . -

keptondrivinghisrally. This
isavery, very good starttoa
new adventure for Oliver
and Aaron.”

@ Irishman Barry McKenna
scored hisfirst American
Rally Association victory at
the 100 Acre Wood. The Ford
Fiestadriver overcamealast-
stage spin to top the podium
on St Patrick’s weekend. Ken
Block’shopesof an eighth
100 Acre Wood win were
blown when his Ford Escort
RS Cosworth was sidelined
with engine trouble.

E
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Paddon working hard on making a top-flight rallying return

Hill. Or Byker Grove. Or both. Yes, yes | know
Byker Grove was technically on CBBC, but let’s
not confuse the issue.

5Spike runs a half-hour WRC magazine show
at 0900hrs the Saturday before every round and
an hour-long report straight after each event.

Andyeah, you're probably right, that report’s
probably in the middle of the night, only available
to insomniacs or milkmen who can't sleep.

Try 1900hrs on aMonday evening. It couldn'’t
be more primetime if it tried. Now, have this on
me: 5Spike’s on channel 31 on Freeview; 141
on Freesat; 150 on Sky (250 if you want to
plus-oneit)and 154 on Virgin.

So, if you hold your remote and push two or three
buttons, you're in. Happy days.

Before I getto the second reason, I'll just add more
good news for Brit fans: when the WRC comes to
Wales, Channel 5 and 5Spike will dedicate almost
seven hours to live stages and daily highlights.

Hayl(;l.en E}’lad((iion ts}allys he’s Pa((lidorll) tolt}l1 MI}I, “andilthere’s Hg]fimdati Ntzt ‘Eeam, Padgonf Now, where was I? Ah yes. The second part of
working harder than ever no doubt whenIcamehome will contest three rounds o m men lininathat TV still mak nse.
toreclaim aseatinthe to New Zealand after Rally hishome series, starting with -)If: r? u re 8t20; Jf7|9|o %E) g : Str: Wi elskie V\?’?h t
World Rally Championship Australia,Iwasabitdisgruntled  nextmonth’s OtagoRally. Eigels I st LMY . &
this season. with the whole thing. But He will return to Europe to be the case. That's how many people tunedin

The Kiwi, wholost hisi20
Coupe WRC drive to Sebastien
Loebthis season, has
announced a programme of
event th di E

Ican’ttell you how muchIwant
tobebackin that car now.
“Thefightback started the
day after [Rally] Australia and
Ii 1 't i tti

for Global Rallycross, racing
aHyundaii30inthe Titans
category,inJune.
Hisi20rally car will be
t dt 800bh hill 1i

forsome WRC feverin 2018. That's almost 1,000
million people —anumber also known as a billion.
Thatisa36% rise in viewing since 201 3.

Was there much for them to watch? There was
afairbit: just the odd 14,208 hours or so

g;r:f? (a 140% hike from six years ago). .

toHy And all that comes before you factorin Red Bulll
Paddon wants a return “Lo TV’s superb offering viathe WRC's version of Ant

hard and Dec: Mike Chen and Matthew Wilson. Is it still

appropriate to compare themto Antand Dec?
Should that be Dec and Holly? If you haven't
watched Chenny and Matt, you should do — they

alignthe sport, the series and the stars. And they
do it on every rally (apart from when Wilson's busy
bossing M-Sport's Bentley GT team) on Red Bulll
TV (available on smart tellies up and down the land).
Finally, just before | sign off, did you know the
WRC's unbelievably brilliant All Live service is
available on television? Itis! But you do have to
pay, it'son BT Sport Extra 1.
People stillcan —and do —watchrallyingon TV.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

Nasser Al-Attiyah continues
tobreak recordsinthe
Middle East-lastweek

the Qataribecame the first
driver to win the Qatar Rally

nOrlﬂﬁﬂ

B

al4thtime.Itwas alsohis
10th victoryin the series.
That success was also the
firstoutrightrally win
inan FIA Regional Rally
Championship for
Volkswagen’s Polo GTIRS.

&
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Ex-works Citroen and Ford World
Rally Championship driver Mikko
Hirvonen said he had “never had so
much funin arally car”’ after making
his debut in the Modified class of
the West Cork Rally last weekend.

Hirvonen, an Escort Mk2 enthusiast,
had discussed competinginanIrish

Europe senior manager Gerard Quinn,
who has been amember of Cork Motor
Clubsince theearly 1980s.

Thetwohad discussed an outingas
farback as when Ford was stillin the
WRCcirca2012, but the deal finally
came togetherlast weekend.

Hirvonen wasjoined by regular
navigator Jarno Ottman, and the pair

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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won thenational rally and the hotly

contested Modified classin an Escort Mk2.

“It was afantastic weekend never
mindtheresult,” said Hirvonen, who
took 16th overall. “Iwant to thank
everyone for makingit possible. I
never hadsomuchfuninarally car.”

Asked if he would return toIreland,
hereplied: “If the opportunity comes.”

Quinn, who volunteered on the event,
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said he hadfeared the deal would never
cometogether.

“Wetried tomakeithappenin 2018
but Mikko had another commitment,
and atthat pointIthoughtit wasn’t
goingtohappen,” said Quinn.

“Atthat pointI’d almost given up hope,
and then at Rally Spain 2018 Mikko came
tome and said ‘T’'m comingto West Cork
nextyear’.Iasked him who was sorting

thatoutand he said,Tthink you’d better
sortitout!” That’showitstarted.
Fortunately he gave me enough time...

“I could tell he was apprehensive but
afterthefirsttesthe opened the door
with ahuge smile and said, ‘bloody hell’,
this weekend is going to be expensive. I
said, Thopenot because of damage’,
and hereplied, ‘IthinkI’'m goingtobe I
buyingone of thesecars’.” ‘

British Rally Championship title the target, claims Cave after win

Tom Cave believes his quest fora
British Rally Championship title
isback ontrack after afirst win
intheseriesin seven years, after
adogged battle with reigning
champion Matt Edwards.

Cavehad been second to
Edwardsin his Philip Case Rally
Sport-prepared Hyundaii20 R5
ontheseason-opening Cambrian,
before he had toretire on the
road section with a puncture.

A winonasphalt, hisfirst of
thatkindin the BRC, washis
pre-seasontargetand whathe

referred toasthekey thingin
the BRC season this year.
“It’sheading the best way
possiblenow and round oneis
way behind me and we alwayslook
forward,” said Cave after West
Cork. “Weareback inthe mix
and now it’simportanttofinish
the Pirelli Rally, which isupnext,
and keep moving forward to close
the gap to Matt at the top of the
pointsstandings.”
Cavestill trails by 18 points, as
Edwardsadded a second in West
Cork to his Cambrian victory in his

M-Sport Ford Fiesta R5. Edwards
saidit “feltlike a win” tofinish
second in such poor conditions.

“It’sbeen afantastic weekend,”
hesaid. We've got the points we
wanted, so we’re happy. It feels
like a win to come here and have
strong pace all weekend.”

Marty McCormack lies second
in the championship after a third
andafourthsofar,in what has
been astrong startto the season
forthe Northern Irish Skoda
Fabia R5driver. David Bogieis
third, one point ahead of Cave.

Cave (1) last took British Rally Campionship win backin2012 (above) onRally of Yorkshire

The Ford FocusWRCOS5 driver won the Tour of Epynt this month

Pritchard to defend Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally title

Reigning Motorsport UK
Asphalt Rally champion
Jason Pritchard is setto
defend his title this year,
havingnotoriginally
planned to doso.

The Welshman, who will
contest this weekend’s North
West Stages (see preview, p15),
won the season-opening
Tour of Epynt Rally, arally
local to him in Powys, Wales,
in his Ford Focus WRCO05.

After winning the title
last year, Pritchard had
questioned whether he
would return in the midst
of abidtowintheR.A.C.
Rally, butislikely to contest
all of the Asphalt events.

“Time away is the big deal

forus,” said Pritchard.

“The Tour wasright on
our doorstep, Isle of Man we
doevery year, and we really
enjoyed Belgium last year.
Ireland we’ll do for the
craic, and that’smost of
the championship then,
the Mewla starts across the
road from our garage! So
we’re doing it.

“The championship finishes
quite early and thenIcan
concentrateontheR.A.C. at
the end of the year.I’ve not
had much luck on that one.
Theentryisinand the
accommodation booked.
We were leadingin 2017
and the halfshaft went -
unfinished business.”

Pritchardis one of anumber
of drivers who have switched
to or use the 2005-specification
Focusregularly. Three are
entered in the Manx National,
with Damian Cole and Hugh
Hunter both swappingto
the car from the Ford
FiestaRS WRC.

“The M-Sportboys say the
2005 car was the best Tarmac
car they built until the 2017
car,” said Pritchard. “Paul
Benn has the bits torun them,
sothey are quite cost-effective
torunasfarasrunninga
World Rally Car goes.

“They’re still a competitive
car and it’s still winning
rallies, so that’s good
enough forme!”

Return of Midland
Moto Stages Rally

The Midland Moto Stages Rally
returnsin 2019 after a one-year
hiatus, and hasreceived a strong
entry asthe second round of the
Irish National Rally Championship.

Justover 71 miles are on offer around
theroads of Longfordin Ireland.

The 2017 winner, Sam Moffett -
wholater went on to win that year’s
title—does not return although his
brother Josh continues his quest for
anational title. Reigning champion
Declan Boyle and previous champions
Peadar Hurson and Roy White all
steer Ford FiestaRS WRCs.

Welshman Hugh Hunterreturns
tothe National championship forthe
first time since his yearin the series
in 2014ina Ford Focus WRC05, while
Simon Chapman and Peter Foy also
contestthe eventin their Proton
Satria S2500 Millington.

BREEN WINS AGAIN, THIS TIME ON WEST CORK RALLY ) 2 JPAGE23
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SEEDED ENTRY LIST

NorthWest Stages, Lancashire, March 23
NO | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR

Event was

NORTK

The North West Stageshas
“thebestentryin UK rallying”
accordingto Arron Newby, who
willlead thefield away as this
weekend’s event uses closed-road
stagesforthefirst time.

Newby won thelast North West
Stagesbased in Blackpoolin 2017,
while the event organiserstook a
year off in 2018 to prepareto use
new legislation toinclude closed-

held in 2017 Moo T

/ ?l

rallying,” said Newby, who
drivesamodified Group NTEG
Sport SubaruImprezaonthe
event. “Especiallylookingat
thelevel of cars,thenumber
of World Rally Cars sat behind
you-nottomention the R5s
and Super 2000s. It’s crazy.
“I've done my homework for
thisone.It’'sanice thingtohave
aFord Fiesta World Rally Car

Y
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giveiteverythingwecan.”
Newby will beatahuge
disadvantage overthe three
closed-road stagesthe event
hasto offer duetothe more
advanced machinery entered.
Butthe TEG carisoneof the
most successfulin UK rallying
and theteam has wonthe
British Rally Championship
inthepast. Newbyisthe son

“There’squitealot of crests
and bumpsaswell. Stagetwois
quitenarrow but after amile or
twoitbecomes quite open.It’s
completely different to stage
one so youhave two different
characters. The third stageis
shorter andlooks quiterough
inplaces with potholes.”

Ex-works British Rally
Championship driver Neil

1 Arron Newby/Andrew Leech Subarulmpreza

2 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead | Ford FiestaRS WRC

3 Kevin Procter/Dave Bellerby Ford Fiesta S2000 Turbo

4 Jason Pritchard/Phil Clarke Ford Fiesta S2000

5 Alex Laffey/Stuart Loudon Ford Fiesta R5

6 Simon Bowen/Richard Robinson | Subaru ImprezaS11 WRC

7 Tony Bardy/Tony Walker Ford Focus WRC

8 Stephen Simpson/Patrick Walsh | Ford Fiesta R5

9 John Stone/Jack Morton Ford FiestaRS WRC
\""‘ 10 | Neil Simpson/Michael Gibson Skoda Fabia R5

TAGES BACK
WITH A BANG BELIEVES NEWBY

how theevent pansout,” he
said. “IThearthat the stagesare
really tricky and challenging.
“Theorganisershavetakena
huge amount of effortto get this
off the ground, and in fairness
they deservetheeventtobea
success. We’ve put some support
inas Simpsons Skodatohelp.I'm
very much lookingforward toit.”
The event getsunderway from

road testsinitsitinerary for2019.

Now based around Garstang
near Preston, crews will get
50miles of action on March 23.

“Inmy opinionit’s probably
one of the best entries in British

satbehind youatthestarton
your homeevent.I'mtaking
this one very seriously.
“We’reinatractor compared
tothose guys, it’samodified
Group N Subaru. Butwe’ll

of itsowner, Stuart.
Speakingof the stages,

Arron Newby added: “It starts
off fastand narrow, I’'ve noted

atleast 10 places on thefirst

stage that could catch you out.

Simpson will contest hislocal
eventinaSkoda FabiaR5,and
saysthatthehard work of the
organisersencouraged him
tobecomeinvolved.
“I'mreally interested to see

Garstanghigh streeton Friday
at1900hrs. It will be based out of
Myerscough College and finish
there around 1800hrs. All three
stages—inthe Wyredistrict-
have spectator viewingaccess.

Newby will compete

David Ross and Kyle
MacKintoshhad a
lucky escape after
their MG DAM 1400
became submerged
inabogduringthe
Border Counties
Rallylast weekend.

Theincidenthappened

towards the end of
stage three onaright-
hander, after heavy
rainand snow had
caused flooding.
“AsIstartedto
counter steer the

car just started to
aquaplane,” explained
Ross. “The bottom of
the caris quite flat
soitwaslike astone
skipping on water.
As soon as the front
splitter wentunder
the water it just
nose-dived. Kyle is
alotshorterthanme
and the water level
filled to his eye-line
butwe got out

quite quickly.”

e :
Woodhouse won
in MN Class B

Title bid Woodhouse’s aim after impressive MN Circuit Rally return

Motorsport News Circuit

Rally championin2016/17

Ian Woodhousereturnedto

the series with a class victory,

and has sethissightsonafull-

time return next season.
Reigning Michelin Cup

champion Woodhouse hasmissed

the current season due tofamily

commitments and the ongoing

rebuild of his Ford Escort Mk2,

butreturnedin Paul Sheard’s

More European rallies the plan for Simpson after this weekend’s North West Stages

Former British Rally
Championship frontrunner
Neil Simpsonistargetingmore
eventsin Europe after finishing
fifth onthe Saarland Rallyein

Germany in preparation for this

weekend’s North West Stages.

Simpsonrallied semi-regularly

from 2014 t02017in Skoda Fabia
S2000s and R5s, but only did
onerallyin 2018 dueto

work commitments.

Simpson-whonowrunsa
successful chain of Skoda garages
—isalsomanaging European Rally
Championship frontrunner Chris
Ingramandreigning ERC Under
28 champion Nikolay Gryazin.

Herekindled hisrelationship
with his BRC co-driver Michael
Gibson from their works
Volkswagen days in Germany
andthe pairjoin this weekend,
for Simpson’slocal event.

“Wethoughtwe’ddoatestand

Toksport, who arerunningmy car
[aFabiaR5], arebased in Germany

soitseemed therightthingtodo,
therallyisjustdowntheroad
from their workshop,” he said.
“Soweusedthateventasa
testand wanted to getbackin
the groove of things.
“Iloverallying overseas, the
atmosphere and the way they
runtheeventsoutthereisgreat.

I'lldefinitely do Condrozin
Novemberbecausethat’smy
favouriterally in the whole wide
world, and if there’s afew we can
dobetween that would be great.
“MichaelandIarerallying
againafter 20 yearshavinglast
doneit professionally with
Volkswagen all those yearsago,
we’ve come back and reformed
the partnership whichisa
reallynicethingtodo.”

regular Mazda MX-5forlast
weekend’s Lee Holland Memorial
Rally at Anglesey.

Woodhouse was called upasa
replacementfor British Touring
Carrace winner Paul O’Neill,
and duly clinched maximum MN
pointsin Class Bwith second place
overallin the class on the event.

“It’sbeen great,” Woodhouse
said. “It’slike alittle go-kart
compared to a powerful Escort.

You point it where you want
anditgoes.Ihadn’teven tested
ituntilnow.”

On afull-timereturnnext season
with his Millington-powered
EscortMk2, headded: “It’s getting
therenow. It’sagreat seriesand I
want tolaunch a proper title attack
againnext season with thenew
car.It’sbeenmore about havinga
break as we’ve moved house and
thenlookingafter the budget.”

Simpson used to coe in Skda Faia Rs an S2000s
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Ingram will drive §
Skoda FabiaR5 @
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hisfundingfor that challenge.

Ingram will drive a Toksport-run Skoda
Fabia R5 on the Portugueseisland and knows

histaskis simple this weekend.

“I’havetowinthisrally,” he said. “I’'ve worked
through the winter to try toland the deal for the
whole season, butI haven't managed that yet.
I’'msure victory on round one would help.”

Ingram had hopedto contest WRC2in
2019, but will now focus his efforts on making

Bntnn almm lto

ChrisIngram aimsto become the first Briton
towinthe European Rally Championship title
since Vic Elford in 1967 -but he needs victory
atthis weekend’s Azores Rally to maintain

-_-—
=

last year.

RALLY REPORT

British rallying historyin the ERC.
“It’savery, verylongtime since a Brit won
the European championship,” he said, “and
Ithinkit’sagood time tochange that.I've got
alot of really good experience in the ERC -
I’vebeen driving for a while now. I know the
ralliesand I know what it takes to win.”
Ingram won the Junior U27title with Opel
in 2017, butillness and sponsorship problems
curtailed his efforts tolift the overall crown

Ingram added: “This season waslooking
very, very short before Car Finance 24/7 and
Andrews Heat for Hire came on board and

VINCRUCIASEORINGR!?
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gave me enough to make the start of the Azores.
NowIneed tomake that work.”
While the Azores entry listislacking household
names, defending champion Alexey Lukyanuk
returns with a Sainteloc Citroen C3 R5replacing
the Ford Fiesta R5he used tolift last year’s title.
“Alexey won Azoreslast year,” said Ingram,
“andIthink we all know he’s got plenty of pace.
Let’ssee.Thad a good teston Monday and now
it’sall about hitting the ground running on SS1.”
Ingram finished as top Junior U28 runner on the
AzoresRallylast season, clinching fourth overall
on hisfirst outing in afour-wheel drive car. Since
then he starred at Turkey’s round of the WRC

ALENDAR

T Rally Poland, Poland

ERC 2019
RALLY DATE
Azores Rally, Portugal March 21-23
Canary Islands Rally, Spain | May 2-4
Rally Liepaja, Latvia May 24-26
June 28-30
Rally Rome, Italy July 19-21
Barum Rally Zlin, Czech Republic| Aug 16-18
Cyprus Rally, Cyprus Sept27-19
Rally Hungary, Hungary Nov8-10

theidealleadinto the season.

where heled WRC 2 before finishing third.
“It wasareal eye-opener to go to the Azores
havingnever competed in a four-wheel drive car
before,” Ingram said. “A year onandI've got
good knowledge of the car and areally great
team in Toksport behind me.I'm ready for this.”
Ingram startsthe event at three behind top
seed Lukyanuk and local hero Bruno Magalhaes.
Lukyanuk admitted his change of car wasn’t

“Iwould not say I am 100% relaxed,” said the
Russian, “butIam calm. Ifeel comfortable and
confident that we can have areally good event,
havefun and getagoodresult.”

Hat-trick of AGBO wins for Davies and Innes as Armstrong pairing grah Historic victory with last-gasp stage win

AGBO Stages

eventby 16 seconds.

By Peter Scherer
Organiser: Owen MC When: March 16-17 Where: Weston Park

Championships: AWMMCG Heart of England; HRCR Stages Masters/ 0ld
Stager; HRCR Mini Cup; Welsh Historic Tarmac Stages: 10 Starters: 72 +

43 historic.

Despitenot beingable to stick with the
lead duo, Lee Edwards/Mike Roberts’s
Ford Escort G3 was a comfortable third
throughout, with Gareth Richards/
Heather Gilmore’s Darrian fourth for

Oliver Davies and Ben Innes made
itthree AGBO Stages winsin arow
as their Ford Escort Mk2 eased away

from the challenge of a similar car
occupied by Huw and Rhiannon

James to take the Modern event win.

Jameshad atwo-second lead onthe

openingstage, before Davies began totake
charge, recordinghis eighth winon the

much of theday.

But after an overshoot on stage seven
and a grassy excursion onstagenine,
Richards was slowed by a sudden shower
onthelast stage, droppingto sixth.

Aftersliding off on the opening stage,
Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt’s Escort
gradually settled and wasinto the top
six by stagefive, before Richards’
trouble gave them fourth on thefinal

stage and Roger Moran/Den Golding’s

Escortfifth.

SILVERSTONE: BRSCC BY GRAHANM KEILLOH

Tom Bishop/Isobel Mansell’s Vauxhall
Novaled Class A all day from Mattand
Adrian Walk’s Ford Fiesta, whilein Class B
Gary Ollerenshaw/Dion Morley’s Honda
Civichad only 1stospare over Andy Evans/
Neville Boulds’ Peugeot 205 GTI.

Thepreviousday’s Historic Rally was
aday-longduel between the Ford Escorts
of Mike Simpson/Dale Gibbonsand
Leigh and Chris Armstrong. Although
Armstrongledinitially, they started the
laststagetied. Armstrongfinally clinched
itby four seconds, with Chris/Steve
Grundy’s Ford Escorta clear third.

Results

Historic

Hollig Churchill (Austin Mini).

1 Oliver Davies/Ben Innes (Ford Escort Mk2) 30m38s; 2 Huw James/
Rhiannon James (Ford Escort Mk2) +16s; 3 Lee Edwards/ Mike Roberts
(Ford Escort G3); 4 Mark Jasper/Don Whyatt (Ford Escort Mk2); 5
Roger Moran/Den Golding (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Gareth Richards/Heather
Gilmore (Darrian T90); 7 Meilyr Evans/Lowri Evans (Ford Escort Mk2);

8 James Nicholls/ Grace Lees (Peugeot 205 GTi); 9 Wayne Lloyd/Will
Lloyd (Ford Escort MK2); 10 Richy Williams/Will Atkins (BMW E30).
Class winners: Tom Bishop/ Isobel Mansell (Vauxhall Nova); Gary
Ollerenshaw/ Dion Morley (Honda Civic); James/James.

1 Leigh Armstrong/ Chris Armstrong (Ford Escort Mk2) 32m31s; 2 Mike
Simpson/Dale Gibbons (Ford Escort Mk1) +4s; 3 Chris Grundy/ Steve
Grundy (Ford Escort Mk2); 4 Simon Crook/Alister Crook (Ford Escort
Mk2); 5 Stuart Anderson/Kenny Owen (Vauxhall Chevette HSR);

6 John Cressey/ Martin Cressey (Austin Mini Cooper S); 7 Martin Beech/
Matthew Bradley (Mazda RX-7); 8 David Higgs/Jamie Sparks (Triumph
TRT7 V8); 9 Clive King/Anton Bird (Austin Mini Cooper S); 10 Ryan Taylor/

Class winners: Cressey/ Cressey; Steven Powell/Jamie Hawking
(Hillman Avenger); Anderson/ Owen.

RACING REPORT

Dav1es and Innes on top agam

IMARCH 16

Theplacefor dreamingupagrand
planmay sound familiar. “From
sittingaround atthe curry house
in Donington,” recalls Caterham’s
chief motorsportand technical
officer Simon Lambert. “By theend
of the curry we’d workeditall out.”

Yetlittle else wasusual about
Caterham’s new 2019 season curtain-
raiser at Silverstonelast weekend,
devised over the heady meal. The
Caterham Motorsport Team
Enduro was afour-hour endurance
relay;itsformatthatacareachfrom
three Caterham series—Roadsport,
270R and 310R —combine competing
as ‘Super Teams’. Animpressive
21teams participated.

Theinitial curry house plan was
even more ambitious. “[ We were]

talkingabout ‘wouldn’tit be great
todoa Caterham 24-hourrace?’,
and then ‘how would youdo that?’”
Lambert continues. “Butthat’s
fantastically expensive and

well beyond our means.

“Then we said how about we just
use that sameformulaandreduce
ittoanendurancerace?”

Aboveall thisthere wasatwist:
adriver grading system toensure
noteam couldload up only with
habitual frontrunners. And it
borefruitasdemonstrated by the
inaugural winning Super Team,
‘Power Pratt’ made up of Martin
and Oli Pratt as well as Tom Power.

“Oli’sbeen on the podium afew
times;I’ve been doing this for
six yearsandI've never got

anywherenear!” Martin says.

Lambertadds: “We spentalot
of time working outa formula -
it’'sfantastic that people whodon’t
normally have that opportunity
canwin.”

Power Prattrose from dead last
onlap one after Martin beached
thecarinthegravel duringa
drying qualifying session.

There were other benefits from the
format, including one not foreseen
by drivers more used to shortraces.

“Itwasvery hecticin thefirst
hour aspeople got their heads
around enduranceracing,”
says Lambert.

“You actually have tothink,
and youdoneed a strategy. It was
quite clear alot of people had just

come alongto enjoy themselves,
andrealised...”

Oli Prattnotes: “Itadds another
tactical side, usually once you're
outthereyou’reoutthere. [That]
hasanother appeal than just being
asoloeffort.”

The ‘Team OLARCH Racing’ squad
took the overall glory with Alex
Jordan, Rob Watts and Jack Sales
all competingin quicker 420Rs.

“It’sagreat season-starter,” says
Jordan. “One, it gives everybody an
opportunity to blow the cobwebs
away; two, it’s socially quite fun and
itmixesup everybody. So those who
arenew get tomeet other people;
they gettopick upafew tips.

“It’sbeen very good natured,
and everybody’shad agood time.”

Lambert concludes: “We’d
definitely liketodoitagain.
That’sour hope, thatit would bean
annual thing.” It washard tofind
anyone at Silverstone disagreeing.

TCRUK’s Lewis Kent starred in
the BRSCC Saloon Car Trophy
races, which he treatedasa
shakedown for his Hyundai.

Hemissed the first half of race one
after adriveshaft problemonthe
green flaglapmeaning Lucky Khera
woninhis BMW M3. Kent wonrace
two, storming through from starting
15th tolead by one-third’s distance.

Ashley Hicklin took two Sports
Car Trophy wins from two in his
Radical SR3, despite a stuttering
racetwolaunch which lefthim
seventh at the end of thefirstlap.

Caterham Motorsport Team
Enduro

420R Team: Team OLARCH
Racing - Rob Watts/Jack
Sales/Alex Jordan (all 420s)
Super Team: Power Pratt -
Martin Pratt (310R)/ 0l Pratt
(270R)/Tom Power
(Roadsport)

BRSCC Saloon

Car Trophy

Race 1: Lucky Khera
(BMW M3 E46)
Race 2: Lewis Kent
(Hyundai i30 N TCR)

BRSCC Sports

Car Trophy

Race 1: Ashley Hicklin
(Radical SR3)

Race 2: Ashley Hicklin
(Radical SR3)
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CLASS ROUND-UP

The penultimate round proved
highly unpredictable across

the classes, three of which were
turned upside down with one
stage remaining.

Class A was where much of
the antics occurred, won by the
Nissan Micra of Adam Ripper
who only led the eighth and final
stage of the day after “incredible
competition” between the
main contingents.

Ripper also grabbed MN spoils,
as Dale Lawson was denied by a
slow puncture on stage six aftera
consistent runin his MG ZR. He
had to settle for third behind the
Toyota Yaris (nicknamed ‘Sharon’)
of Craig Aston, who improved by
17s during his maiden Anglesey
visit. “It's places like this that make
me realise why | bought this car,”
he said.

Lawson sits four points adrift
of Aston ahead of the Cadwell
Park finale.

The class victory appeared
certain for the Vauxhall Corsa of
Dion Rowlands and Kai Alcock,
until they collected a chicane
tyre stack and suffered terminal
steering damage with one
stage remaining.

Theincident also had
ramifications seconds later that
decided the fate of Class B.

Ryan Simpson and Mark Fowler
did not put a foot wrong in their
Ford Escort, but came across
the stray tyres moments later.

The resulting collision deranged
the car’s front-left quarter, gifting
victory to a familiar face.

That and maximum MN points
again went to a Paul Sheard-run
Mazda MX-5, but not in the hands
of its regular driver. Instead, spoils
wentto 2016-17 overall champion
lan Woodhouse, who christened
his series return with victory
ahead of Ashleigh Morris.

Stage seven continued to
bite, this time in Class C as the
brother/sister pairing of Joshua
and Tamsyn Davey were denied
a hat-trick of class victories when
mechanical troubles reemerged
with their Darrian T90 on the
main straight.

Eric Roberts was the beneficiary
in his Ford Escort, although the
similar car of Mike English earned
top MN pointsin class despite
an “interesting” slick-shod
stage when the day’s heaviest
shower arrived.

The D2 class also proved
unpredictable, with overall rally
winner Frank Bird eventually taking
both maximum MN points and the
outright class honours. Guy Smith
initially looked odds-on favourite
in the early stages, before his
collision with Rob Hughes' Fiesta
put a third victory out of reach.

Only the D1 class evaded
significant drama. Both overalll
and MN spoils went to reigning
champion Chris West, who
continued his and co-driver Keith
Hounslow’s 100 per cent record
inindividual classes this season.

Ripper survived to take Class A

IVIN CIRCU

Error on SS1
didn’t stop B1rd s, NP

rank Bird flew
tohismaiden
Motorsport
News Circuit Rally
Championship win
inlast weekend’s
Lee Holland
Memorial Rally at Anglesey,

while Chris West successfully
defended his crown.

Peugeot 306 Maxidriver West simply
needed toreach thefinal time check
unscathed tobe confirmed as champion
witharound tospare,and heduly
completed the task by finishing
runner-upin what proved tobe
arally of attrition.

Throughitall emerged anew star,
though, asin only his second ever
rally Formula Renault Eurocupregular
Bird recovered from an early mistake
todominatetheevent.

Co-driver Jack Mortonled praise
for the youngster, saying “hetold me
hejust wanted tobeat Guy Smithona
stage at some point—now he’snotjust
donethat but gone and won the thing!”

Only 42 of the 71 entriesmadeitto
theend of therally, asrecent gales
made conditions changeable
throughoutthe day innorth Wales.

Atthehead of thefield, West fought
hard to keep hisfour-wheel-driverivals
within striking distance in the battle
for overall victory. Two-time winner
Guy Smith appeared the mostlikely
candidate for overall honours after
comfortably leading the morningloop
inhis Ford FiestaR5,and was tailed by
father Peterinhis Fiesta RS WRC.

It was promising to be another
intra-family dice for honours
between the two, but quickly unravelled.

Survivingastall on stage three, Peter
Smith’s Fiesta succumbed first dueto
water pump failure. His junior was gifted
a31-secondlead by theinterval, buthis
rally would also come to an abrupt halt
onstagefive.
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Slowed to a brief stop by amechanical
glitch earlierin the stage, Guy Smith
then dived up the inside of Rob
Hughes and Sion Cunniff’s Fiesta at
the Corkscrew to try and escape the
clutches of a chasing West. Front wheels
locked up and the resulting collision
caused terminal damagetoastrutarm
in Smith’sfront-right suspension.

“Itdoesn’t always go your way,” said
anapologetic Smith afterwards. “We
stopped on stage and had toreboot it
all, but then whenIcaught [Hughes]
Ilocked up. I knew thatIcouldn’tdo
anythingaboutit.”

Abrightstartfor Hughes had already
been damaged by an off into the damp
grassearlierin the day which earned
the pair a stage maximum. Hughes
said: “Iturnedleftinto the gateway
and we got sideswiped. We were already
nothavingagoodday.”

An opportunity was gifted to West
andarecovering Bird, whohadlost
45s after an off into the tyres on stage
oneasheadaptedtoagravel surface
forthefirsttime.

“Tliketo start with an off,” he joked,
unbeknown thatit would create the
platform for a thrillingrecovery. It
started asearly as stage two, where
he clocked hismaiden fastest time.

Egged on by rallying father Paul, it
was apparent the single-seater regular’s
pacewasnoflukeashegrabbed thelead
on stage six following the Smith duo’s
misfortunes. Hethen proceeded to
dominate through worsening conditions
and, after bagging seven stage wins
from the eight contested, Bird sealed
hisfairytale victory by 1m06s.

“Ican’tquitebelieveitreally,” he
added. “Iwasout testingthenew
[Formula Renault] car the other week
which went well, but thisis so different!
Ireally enjoyeditand Jack’s helped me
somuch.I’dlovetodomoreif wecan
sortdatesout.”

Although playing bridesmaidin

BIRDFLIES TO MAIDEN
RALLY VIGTORY

West takes runner-up spot to retain MN title. By Dan Mason
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West couldn’t match 4WD opponents but did enough to clinch t1t1e again

RESULTS)|
Lee Holland Memorial, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 7/8, March 17
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR TIME
1 Frank Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus RS WRC 55m22s
2 | Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +1mO06s
3 | WilOwen/Llion Owen Ford Escort Mk2 +2m28s
4 | Nigel Mummery/ Fiona Scarrett Ford Focus WRC +4mO00s
5 Eric Roberts/Merfyn Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +4mO03s
6 | Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilourn Ford Escort RS2500 +4m23s
7 Darren Meadows/James Squires MitsubishiLancer E4 +5m05s
8 | Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates Porsche Cayman +5m17s
9 Mike English/Andy Robinson Ford Escort Mk2 +5m40s
10 | Tomas Delaney/Brynmor Pierce BMW Mini Cooper S +5m45s

Event class winners: Bird/ Morton; West/Hounslow; Roberts/Williams; lan Woodhouse/Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5); Adam
Ripper/Ray Ripper (Nissan Micra); Myles Gleave/Jonathan Cragg (Peugeot 205 GTI); Paul Gorge/Adrian Lloyd (MX-5).
MN class winners: Ripper/Ripper; Woodhouse/ Lindsay; English/ Robinson; Bird/ Morton; West/ Hounslow.

Anglesey, second place was enough
tomake West champion once again.
“Wejust couldn’t compete with the
4WD carstoday,” hesaid. “I’'m happy,
because we’ve done allright, won it
againand had strongresultsall
season. We kept gettingbetter.”
Local driver Wil Owen tamed his
improving Ford Escort Mk2toadd
another Lee Holland podium to his
collection. He was best of therest
ahead of Nigel Mummery who
survived a hail-induced spinin
his Ford Focus RS WRC for fourth.

Afineperformanceby Eric Roberts
was enough to pipregular frontrunner
Stephen Tilburn, who enjoyed the
conditions more than othersthanks
toaworkingheaterin his Escort.

Darren Meadows and James Squires
guided their Mitsubishi Lancer E4to
seventh ahead of Ciro Carannante,
whofinally put touse a set of new wet
tyreshe wasreluctant to waste on his
Porsche Cayman. Mike English (Escort
MKk2)wasninth, and the top 10 was
rounded out by the spectacular Tomas
Delaney in his BMW Mini Cooper S.

Photos: SMJ Photography
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nut By Jahn Fife

Ford Focus WRCO5
came out on top

uan Thorburn
and Paul Beaton’s
victoryonlast
weekend’s Border
Counties Rally
makesitthree
winsonthetrot
for the Ford Focus WRCO05 crew.

Ahalf-minute winning margin over
Garry Pearson and Dale Bowen in their
Ford Fiesta Rsmadeit soundrather
easy, but that was far from the case.

There was snow on the first two
stages, slush on the next two while
the final two were just wet and muddy
although there was griptobefound,
but only for the brave. Stephen Petch
and Michael Wilkinson (FiestaRS
WRC) completed the top three at
the end of amostdifficult day.

Althoughdeclared a ‘snowrally’ at
0740hrs by the organisers, thefalling
snow was already turningtorainas
the 0830hrsrally start time approached
and the two-wheel-drive carslined up
atthehead of thefield. That meant
the four-wheel-drive brigade were
tobenefitfrom clearerroads.

By thetime thetop seedsreached the
first two tests, there were already two
black lines showing through the snow-
covered terrain. Fastest over both
tests were Pearson/Bowen and Peter
Taylor/Andrew Roughead (FiestaRS
WRC), both crews sharingidentical
times. Third quickest on both tests
were Jock Armstrongand Cameron
Fair in their SubaruImpreza, while
fourth quickest were Thorburn and
Beaton but theretirementlist was
alsowell underway.

Bruce McCombie’s Ford Focus
WRC had sheared abottom armand
the wheel had gone sledging while
John Wink got a wheel on the snow
under braking for ahairpin.

The Hyundaii20 R5spunand,
although Wink managed to bringthe
cartoahalt,itjustslid helplessly into
aditchunderits own weight. Nota
mark on the car, but goingnofurther.
Morefortunate was Scott MacBeth.
Firsttime on gravel with hisnew
Mitsubishi Lancer E9, hehad set an
impressivefifth fastest time onthe

openingtest but a burst brake pipe
costhimnearly aminute on SS2.

From being fourth overall after two
stages, Thorburn found himself in the
lead after four. Taylor’s Fiesta WRC
coasted toahaltatthe end of the third
test with adead engine while Pearson
had spunhisFiestaR5. “It wasmy
ownfault,” smiled Pearson. “Iput
the power down coming out of a left-
eight, gota wheel on the snow and
spun, then got stuck in the mud.
Ilostnearly aminute.”

Atleasthe wasstill going. Both Fiesta
R5s of Donnie MacDonald and Mark
McCulloch fell victim to Kielder’s
snow-filled ditches while Chris Collie
inahired Mitsubishi Lancer E8 was
sidelined with fuel pumpfailure.

With two snow and slush-free stages
remaining, Thorburnnow had a
32-second lead over Pearson with Petch
in third place. “I’ve had an unfortunate
starttomy season, I'mjust wantingto
getaround,” said Petch.

But where was Armstrong? Hehad
moved up to second place, 9s behind
theleader, after SS3 but despite setting
third fastest time in SS4 hefound
himself demoted to eighth place. The
Subarudriver had incurred a two-
minute penalty bookinginto T'C4. Little
consolation, buthe wasn’t the only one.

Thatleft Thorburnin command.

“Idon’treally like the snow, soI was
really cautious over the first two stages,
hopingthatIcould pushonlaterasthe
snow cleared intherain,” hesaid. And
soitproved. He was still fastest over the
penultimate test from Pearson and
third quickestin thefinal run where
Pearson tied with Armstrong.

Throughout the day Freddie Milne
and Michael Binnie had been waging a
tremendous battle and the two Lancer
E9driversended the day just three
seconds apartinfourth and fifth, with
Armstrongrounding off the top six.

Two more drives worthy of note
filled the next two places with MacBeth
fightingback after his earlier brake
lossto claim seventh just ahead of
Thomas Gray, first time outin his
new Lancer E9 and scoringan
impressive eighth.

IENTSFAILTO
OP.THORBURN

R
Mlxed conditions caughtman y

Pe;rsbn/B;vx-re-n iﬁéﬁaéed to grab second place in tricky conditions

RESULTS
Border Counties Rally, Scotland, Scottish Rally Championship, round 2/1,
March 16
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

1 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC05 40m51s
2 | Garry Pearson/Dale Bowen Ford Fiesta RS +33s
3 | Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford FiestaRSWRC |+1m26s
4 Freddie Milne/Steven Brown MitsubishiLancerE9 |+1m38s
5 Michael Binnie/Claire Mole MitsubishiLancerE9 |+1m41s
6 | Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subarulmpreza +2m35s
7 | Scott MacBeth/Daniel Forsyth MitsubishiLancerE9 |+2m47s
8 | Thomas Gray/Harry Marchbank MitsubishiLancerEQ [+2m53s
9 Alan Dickson/Martin Forrest MitsubishiLancerE9 |+4mO02s
10 | lan Bainbridge/Mark Fisher Subaru Impreza +4miis

Binnie/ Mole; Milne/ Brown; Thorburn/ Beaton.

Class winners: Niall Cowan Jnr/Thomas Bruce (MG ZR); Donald Peacock/ Keith Riddick (Peugeot 205 GTI); Barry Lindsay/
Caroline Lodge (Peugeot 206 Cup); Paddy Munro/ Keir Beaton (Escort Mk2); Steve Bannister/ Callum Atkinson (Escort Mk2);
Carl/ Robin Tuer (Suzuki Swift Maxi) ; Steven Wood/ Mary Wood (Ford Fiesta RWD); lain Wilson/ Chris Williams (Escort Mk2);

Another Mitsubishiin the top 10 was
ninth-placed Alan Dickson (Lancer E9)
who had made what he called thefirst
crucial decision of theday when he
looked out of his hotel room window
earlier that morning and saw the snow.

“It waseither turn left out of the
hotel car park and go home for rugby
and telly or turnright and head for
therally,” hejoked.

Completing thetop 10finishers
was the SubaruImpreza of Ian
Bainbridge, another to suffer atwo-

minute time penalty. Just outside
the top 10, Steve Bannister finished
top two-wheel-drive carinan
impressive 11th place overall.

“My historic Mk2 doesn’t have
the power of these ‘new’ Mk2s,”
hesaid. “That was the difference
in these conditions today.”

All of which left Thorburnleading
two championships, BTRDA and
the Scottish contest.

“Who’d have believed that after a
year out of it?” said Thorburn.

Photos: Eddie Kelly Motorsport

Winnerin 2WDs

Top two-wheel-drive runner was
Steve Bannisterin 11th overallin
his Ford Escort Mk2, with Paddy
Munro (Escort Mk2) 15th overall
justtwo seconds ahead of the
Mk2 of lain Wilson. Steven Wood’s
rear-wheel-drive Fiesta was
fourthin class and 17th overall.

New family member
Hard to believe, but two weeks prior

to the Border Counties Rally,

Class 5 winner Steve Bannister
became a great grandfather to

great granddaughter Darcy.

Let it snow!

Barry Lindsay’s Class 3 winning
Peugeot 206 was the leading
1650cc contender, finishing the
rally in a mighty impressive 18th
place overall and possibly the
only driver who had been praying
for more snow! “It was nice and
rough and wet, that’s how | like it,”
said Lindsay. “l heard a few ‘woo-
hoos’ from the co-driver’s side
but we kept out of the ditches.”

Cowan Jr wins class
Niall Cowan Jr scored the 1450cc
Class 1 winin his MG ZR by two
minutes from the similar car of Scott
Peacock, who had stopped to see

if the crew of a Ford Escort were

OK after their car plungedinto a
water-filled hole leaving just the

roof, boot lid and tail lights showing.

Wellies for boots
Class 2 winner, Donald Peacock,
finished the rally in his Peugeot
205 driving in his wellies after
his socks and racing boots got
soaked in the first two stages.
Martin Crombie was second in
his spluttering Talbot Sunbeam
and lucky to finish as the
dampness gotinto the

car’s electrics.

Gearbox woes

John Rintoul's Skoda Fabia S2000
was sidelined on the third stage when
the gearbox failed and the car lost
drive, stranding the crew mid-stage.

Cardebut shortlived
After two seasons with a
Mitsubishi Lancer E5, Scottish
Rally Championship sponsor
Kevin Crawford had his first run
outin his new Mitsubishi Lancer
E9 but retired in the second

stage when the car slid off the
road in the snow.

No laughing matter
Nikki Addison and Rachel Matheson
were still smiling after their first ever
roll despite the fact that Matheson

cut her hand. When the sliding rear
end of their Peugeot 106 caught the
snow on the first stage, Addison
shouted to Matheson: “I've got this” —
just as the cartipped over and fell on to
its roof. When it was recovered later,
Addison drove it out of the stage.

Crews caught out

In total, 10 crews incurred a
two-minute time penalty which
affected their final scores. A route
amendment had been included
(and signed for) in their pack
when signing-on prior to the

rally. This informed the crews

that SS3 had been shortened.
This meant that the subsequent
road section had been lengthened
and that crews should mark their
Time Cards accordingly.
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Teessicle Teesside Owner Driver Spri
Q!Q I<ar1'ing Bambino/Cadet/Junior Pro Kart/

Championship index March
NO | CHAMPIONSHIP DATE | VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP
1 | CIK-FIA World Championship 21-24 |Sarno, ltaly 11
2 | CIK-FIA World Junior Championship 23 Blackbushe 45
3 | CIK-FIA World KZ Championship 23-24 |Fulbeck 18
4 | CIK-FIA International KZ2 Super Cup 23-24 |Shenington 23
5 | CIK-FIA European Championship 23-24 |[Three Sisters 29,30
6 | CIK-FIA European Junior Championship 23-24 | Whilton Mill 36
7 | CIK-FIA European KZ Championship 24 Teesside 53
8 | CIK-FIA European KZ2 Championship 30-31 |PFInternational 15 DATE |VENUE CHAMPIONSHIP VENUE |CHAMPIONSHIP
9 | CIK-FIA Endurance Championship 30-31 [Mansell Raceway 42 2-5 Wackersdorf, 7,8,10 1-2 PF International
10 | CIK-FIA Karting Academy Trophy 30-31 | Whilton Mill 50 Germany 1-2 Donington Park 20
11 | WSK Super Master Series 31 Fulbeck 28 4-5 Rowrah 18,50 1-2 Glan-Y-Gors 46
12 | WSKFinal Cup 4-5 PF International 19 2 ForestEdge 34
13 | Rotax Max Challenge Euro Trophy I 4-5 Llandow 23 2 Rissington 35
14 | SKUSA SuperNationals April 4-5 Fulbeck 48 7-9 Larkhall 16
15 | Karting UK British Rotax Karting Championships 5 Forest Edge 34 g'g gr']a”'.Y'GorS ;g
16| Karting UK British IAME Karting Championships 5-7 | Whilton Mil 49 5 Rissington 35 o Kir:gg}f’;r‘]’“ -
17 | Karting UK British TKM Karting Championships 6-7 Bishopscourt 20 5-6 Snetterton 20 8-9 Rowrah 21 31
18 SuperOne Series : 6-7 Clay Pigeon 22 10-12 | Shenington 16 9 Clay Pigeon 33
19 | Little Green Man Series 6-7 Fulbeck 47 11-12 | Glan-Y-Gors 22 9 Lydd 41
20 | British Superkart Championship 6-7 Hooton Park 48 11-12 | Clay Pigeon 33 13-16 | Sarno, ltaly 7,8,10
21 | Karting UK Bambino Racing Championship 7 Forest Edge 34 12 Kimbolton 27 15 Ellough Park 43
22 | Daniel Ricciardo Series 7 Rissington 35 12 Rowrah 31 15-16 | Larkhall 19,32
23 | Club100 12-14 |PFInternational 16 16-19 | Genk, Belgium 5,6 15-16 | Buckmore Park 23
24 | Kartmasters British Grand Prix 13-14 | Whilton Mill 23 18 Ellough Park 43 15-16 | Hooton Park 44,46
25 | Trent Valley Kart Club Winter Series 14 Kimbolton 27 18-19 | Rissington 17 16 Shenington 26
26 | Shenington Kart Club Championship 14 Rowrah 31 18-19 | Rowrah 18 16 Bayford Meadows 40
27 | Hunts Kart Club Championship 14 Clay Pigeon 33,38 18-19 | Larkhall 32 22 Blackbushe 45
28 | FulbeckKart Club Championship 14 |Lydd 41 18-19 | Hooton Park 44 22-23 | Fulbeck 17
29 | Manchester & Buxton Kart Club Championship 18-21 |Angerville, France 5,6 19 Shenington 26 gg:gg %?Z:'Sqisetz r:s 5 ; 847 A .
30 | Manchester & Buxton Kart Club Winter Series 19-21 | Genk, Belgium 13 19 Bayford Meadows 40,41 59-53  [Whilton Mill 3,6 ugus
31 | CumbriaKart Racing Club Championship 20 Ellough Park 43 25 Blackbushe 45 2223 | Lydd 48 m
32 | West qf Scotland Kart Club Champlpnshlp 20-21 |Glan-Y-Gors 19 25-26 Rowrah. 15 29-30 | MansellRaceway 15 1-4 PF Intgrnatlonal
33 | Clay Pigeon Kart Club Championship 20-21 |Larkhall 32 25-26 | Three Sisters 21,29 30 Fulbeck 08 2-4 Teesside
34 | Forest Edge Kart Club Championship 20-21 |Hooton Park 44 25-26 | Whilton Mill 36 30 Teesside 53 4 Forest Edge
35 | Rissington Kart Club Championship 21 Cadwell Park 20 25-26 | Mansell Raceway 49 10-11 | Kimbolton
36 | Whilton Mill Kart Club 21 Shenington 26 25-26 |Lydd 47 10-11 | Rowrah
37 | TKMO Plate 21 Bayford Meadows 40 25-26 | Llandow 50 July 11 Clay Pigeon
38 | TKM Clubman Championship 27 Blackbushe 45 26 Fulbeck 28 DATE |VENUE |CHAMPIONSHIP 17 Ellough Park
39 | TKM Festival 27-28 |PFInternational 17,21 26 Teesside 53 6-7 PF International 17-18 | ClayPigeon
40 | Bayford Meadows Club Championship 27-28 |Three Sisters 29,30,46 30May |Kristianstad, 5,6 6-7 Larkhall 18,50 17-18 |Rissington
41 | KentKart Championship 27-28 | Whilton Mill 36 -2June |Sweden 6-7 Whilton Mill 22 17-18 | Shenington
42 | Mansell Kart Racing Club Championship 27-28 |Mansell Raceway 42 31May |Adria, 13 i Rowrah 31 17-18 | Lydd
43| Ellough Park Kart Club Championship 28 Fulbeck 28 -2June |ltaly 7 Forest Edge 34 17-18 | Larkhall
44 | Cheshire Kart Racing Club Championship 28 Teesside 53 7 Rllssllnqton 35 17-18 | Hooton Park
45 | Camberley Kart Club Championship ] gj i Iér:tlljirr;srt]ad,Sweden 1 2 17-18 | Rowrah
46 | Northern Karting Federation ' » 18 Bayford Meadow
47 | F100 British Cr?ampionship LGl el 23-25 Thie Sisters
48 | Historic Kart Series Lc: Kimbolton = 23-25 | Shenington
- - = ; . - 18-21 |LeMans, France 5,6
49 | British Universities Karting Championship . 24 Blackbushe
50 | Bambino Kart Club Tour 19-21  Shenington 26,38,52 24-25 | Whilton Mil
: ” 20 Ellough Park 43
51 [IAM E International Flpal 20-21 | Glan-Y-Gors 15 24-25 | Mansell Racew:
52 Shenlpgton SuperPrlx . . 20-21 |Rowrah 19 24-25 | Clay Pigeon
53 | Teesside Sprint Championship 20-21 | Knockhil 20 24-26 | Rowrah
54 | British 24-hourrace 20-21 | Hooton Park 44 31Aug | Cadwell Park
21 Bayford Meadows 40 -1Sep
27 Blackbushe 45 31Aug | Rissington
27-28 | Shenington 17 -1S8ep
27-28 | RyeHouse 23 31Aug |Rowrah
27-28 | Fulbeck 28,46 -1Sep
27-28 | Three Sisters 29,36 31 Aug | PFinternationa
27-28 | Mansell Raceway 42 -1Sep
27-28 | Rowrah 48 31 Aug | Fulbeck
27-28 | Rissington 18,50 -1Sep
28 Teesside 53
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Full hire packages From £1750
Owner Entries £950
www.24hourkarting.co.uk

t - Monthly - £50 en'l'rg
ro Kart/2 stroke/kz125

October Championshipsataglance
DZ D7
TE national |CHAMI HET CIK-FIA World Championship Kaﬂing UK British IAME Karti-ng Championships
6 FesiEthe 34 Sept 5-8 | Alaharma (FIN) April12-14 PF Int.ernatlonal
12 Buckmore Park 47 WEVAOSE Sacninglon
1913 | Wombwell 50 CIK-FIA World Junior Championship June 7-9 Larkhall
o T anians Fance = Sept5-8 | Alaharma (FIN) July 12-14 Rowrah
13 Kimboltc;n 57 Aug 23-25 Thrge Sistgrs
13 Rowrah 31 CIK-FIA World KZ Championship Sept 27-29 Whilton Mill
13 Clay Pigeon 23 Sept 19-22 |Lonato South Garda (ITA)
18-20 | Larkhall 32 Karting UK British TKM Karting Championships
CIK-FIA European Championship April 27-28 PF International
19 Ellquh Pgrk 43 April 18-21 Angerville (FRA) May 18-19 Rissington
(RO ST ] e May 16-19 Genk (BEL) June 22-23 Fulbeck
19-20 | BayfordMeadows 2 e May 30-June 2 Kristianstad (SWE) July 27-28 Shenington
19-20 |Llandow 22 July 18-21 Le Mans (FRA) Sept 7-8 Kimbolton
19220~ {Redlodge 2 Oct 19-20 Whilton Mil
1920 e onbak = CIK-FIA European Junior Championship
19-20 | Tattershall 48 April 18-21 Angerville (FRA) Super One Series
20 Shenington 26 May 16-19 Genk (BEL) March 23-24 Fulbeck
26 Blackbu.she 45 May 30-June 2 Kristianstad (SWE) May 4-5 Rowrah
26-27 | Three Sisters 29 July 18-21 Le Mans (FRA) May 18-19 Rowrah
26-27 | Whilton Mill 36,38 ihelas9 Glan-Y-Gors
26-27 | MansellRaceway 42 CIK-FIA European KZ Championship June 22-23 Clay Pigeon
27 Fulbeck 28 May 2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU) July 6-7 Larkhall
June 13-16 Sarno (ITA) July 27-28 Rissington
NOvEDer Aug 23-25 Shenington
CIK-FIA European KZ2 Championship
May 2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU) Little Green Man Series
2-3 Hooton Park 22 June 13-16 Sarno (ITA) April 20-21 Glan-Y-Gors
2-3 PF International 25 May 4-5 PF International
3 ForestEdge 34 CIK-FIA Karting Academy Trophy June 15-16 Larkhall
A 9-10 Buckmore Park 23 May 2- =
ay 2-5 Wackersdorf (DEU) July 20-21 Rowrah
DATE | VENUE |CHEMPIONSHIP 9-10 | Fulbeck 48 June 14-16 Sarno (ITA) Aug17-18 Rissington
| 24 1 ForestEdge 34 10 Kimbolton 27 Sept 20-22 Lonato South Garda (ITA) Sept 21-22 Three Sisters
54 5-8 Alaharma, Finland 1,2 10 Rowrah 31
34 6-8 Wackersdorf, 10 Clay Pigeon 33 WSK Super Master Series Daniel Ricciardo Series
37,38,39 Germany 13 14-17 | Adria, ltaly 12 Jan31-Feb 3 Adria (ITA) April 6-7 Clay Pigeon
50 7-8 Kimbolton 17 16 Ellough Park 43 Feb21-24 Lonato South Garda (ITA) May 11-12 Glan-Y-Gors
33 7-8 Whilton Mill 23 16-17 |Hooton Park 44 March 7-10 La Conca (ITA) June 8-9 Shenington
43 8 Clay Pigeon 33 17 Bayford Meadows 40 March 21-24 Sarno (ITA) July 6-7 Whilton Mill
15 8 Lydd 41 17 Teesside 53 Aug 31-Sept 1 Rowrah
19 14-15 |ForestEdge 15 20-24 |LasVegas, USA 14 WSKFinal Cup Sept 28-29 Fulbeck
21,26 14-15 | Larkhall 21,32,46 23-24 | Three Sisters 29 Nov 14-17 |Adria (ITA) Oct 19-20 Llandow
23 14-15 | Hooton Park 44 23-24 | Whilton Mill 36 Nov 2-3 Hooton Park
&2 14-15 | Ellough Park 47 24 Fulbeck 28 Rotax Max Challenge Euro Trophy
44 15 Shenington 26 30 Blackbushe 45 April 19-21 Genk (BEL) Club100
47 15 Bayford Meadows 40 30Nov |PFInternational 25 May 31-June2 Adria (ITA) Feb 23-24 Buckmore Park
S 40 19-22 | Lonato South -1Dec July12-14 Kristianstad (SWE) March 23-24 Shenington
16 Garda, ltaly 3,4,10 Sept 6-8 Wackersdorf (DEU) April13-14 Whilton Mill
18 21-22 | Anglesey 20 May 4-5 Llandow
45 21-22 | Three Sisters 19,29 pecSimne Karting UK British Rotax Karting Championships | June 15-16 Buckmore Park
36 21-22 | Whilton Mill 36 DATE |VENUE |CHAMPIONSHIP March 30-31 PF International July 27-28 Rye House
y 42 21-22 | Ellough Park 43 8 Kimbolton 27 May 25-26 Rowrah Aug17-18 Lydd
48 21-22 | Llandow 48 15 Bayford Meadows 40 June 29-30 Mansell Raceway Sept 7-8 Whilton Mill
31,46 22 Fulbeck 28 21 Ellough Park 43 July 20-21 Glan-Y-Gors Sept 28-29 Clay Pigeon
20 27-29 |LeMans, France 9 21 Blackbushe 45 Aug17-18 Clay Pigeon Oct 19-20 Red Lodge
27-29 | Whilton Mill 16 Sept 14-15 Forest Edge Nov 9-10 Buckmore Park
21,38 28 Blackbushe 45 Oct12-13 Whilton Mill
28-29 | Fulbeck 22
22 28-29 | Clay Pigeon 23
28-29 | Mansell Raceway 42
25 29 Teesside 53 GOT A STORY? EM AIL
|
50 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER .
@MNmotorsport national@motorsport.com




22 MARCH 20 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk

A

CAVEH ll.DS OFF .

Cave (1) and co-driver Morgan celebrate success

decadeago,
Matt Edwards
was working
atM-Sport
and building
raigBreen’s
earboxes, while
building his own Ford Fiesta ST in
hissparetimetofightagainstthe
young Irish prodigy on the stages.
Fastforward 10 years, and it was
Breen versus Edwardsinthe same
machineryagain, only thistime
Edwards had the works machinery
with his M-Sport-backed Ford Fiesta
R5. Ex-works Citroen World Rally
Championshipdriver Craig Breen
had thefavourite’staginstead.
Butitwouldn’tbe arepeat of that
old battle, notleast because Breen
wasn’tregistered for the British
Rally Championship. There was
anotherfactorintheequationinthe
shape of Tom Cave as well.
Hebecamethefirst driver that
wasn’'t Edwards to wina BRC event
outright since Keith Croninin 2017
andit was Cave’sfirst BRC win
since the Rally of Yorkshirein 2012.
Just4.8seconds would settleit.
Cave-partnered by James Morgan
instead of Dale Bowen for thisround -
had singled out before the season that
the championship would be won on
asphalt pace. It was part of thereason
hepushed sohard torenew his
partnership with Michelin-due

toitssuperior Tarmactyres—on
hisHyundaii20 R5, and claimed that
he would work harder than everto

improve hisdriving on sealed surfaces.

It wasclear from early onin thefirst
day that Breen’s slow start wasnota
sign of thingsto comeasheraced off

intothe sunsetenroutetoacomfortable

overall event victory. Hehad the
benefit of nothavingtofightfora
championship, while Edwardstries
todefend his with stronger BRC
competition thaninthe previous
year, and with anew co-driverin
Patrick Walsh.

Butneither appeared to be the main
British challenger after thefirst trio
of stages, withreigning Irish Tarmac
champion Josh Moffett stretching
thelegsof his Ford FiestaR5intoa
15slead after three stages. His
knowledge of the rally was vital
giventhefactit wasthefirsttime
ithad beenincludedinthe BRC.

The conditions were wet and
treacheroustosay theleast. Although
itmay soundlikea cliche, drivers
reported avoidingretirement was a
success, such was therainfalland
difficulty out onthe stages. And
experience of theroads surely helped.

Edwards won four of the next six
stagesinaresurgent display, to sit
6.8sinthelead on Saturday night for
whatisthe BRC’s only two-day event
thisseason. Cave won the other
two stages as the battle between

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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the two Welshmen intensified.
Moffett’srally unhinged with a
broken driveshaft before the end of
thefirst day, his chances of a BRC title
slipping away as wins on the asphalt
rounds were vital, asother driversare
more at home than him on the gravel.
Sunday would provide adry surface

inthemost part,and Cave pushed early.

Evenif Moffett was the pacemanon
Saturday, Cave and Edwards won all
of Sunday’s stages between them.

Edwards’ overnight 6.8slead became
al.2sdeficitto Cave onthefirst stage,
and hefell further behind on SS11, the
second test of the day. Edwards fought
backin SS12and SS13, takingthelead
onthe formertest.

But thatisallhe would get, asabig
push from Cavereversed the order
completely on the penultimate stage.
Atenthisall Edwards could pull back
onthefinal stage,leaving4.8sintotal
after 135.4miles of stageaction. The
pair took third and fourth overall.

“Wehadagoodrunonstage14and
pulled a bit of time out from Matt,”
said Cave. “I think that was the most
we’vepulled outallday.It’sbeena
very difficultrally and considering
the conditions yesterday we keptour
noses clean. We’ve been rewarded
with areally good result.”

Moffett sealed third in the BRC ahead
of thenew second-place man inthe
championship, Marty McCormack, in
the top Skoda Fabia R5. Jonny Greer

s; 1\"';

| British Rally

Championship

Hyundai i20
crew took win

il ‘..-.t‘l'i -

Edwards/Walsh had to settle for second spotin BRC orderinlIreland

i
West Cork Rally, British Rally Championship, round 2/6, March 16-11
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Tom Cave/James Morgan Hyundaii20 R5 1h51mb55.9s
2 | Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +4.8s
3 | Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5 +1m44.6s
4 Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell | Skoda Fabia R5 +2m17.8s
5 | Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +3m22.1s
6 | David Bogie/John Rowan Skoda Fabia R5 +7m51.2s
7 | Josh McErlean/Keaton Williams Peugeot 208 R2 +11m48.3s
8 | James Williams/Tom Woodburn Vauxhall Adam R2 +12m22.0s
9 | William Creighton/Liam Regan Peugeot 208 R2 +12m?23.6s
10 | James Wilson/Arthur Kierans Peugeot 208 R2 +12m37.7s

Class winners: BRC 1 Cave/Morgan; Junior BRC McErlean/Williams

Points: 1 Matt Edwards 43; 2 Marty McCormack 27; 3 David Bogie 26; 4 Tom Cave 25; 5 Josh Moffett 25; 6 Desi Henry 12.

and David Bogierounded out the top
R5 contingent, a disappointing result
for the latter whohad been afavourite
tofightfor BRC honours overall.
Edwardsholds a16-pointleadinthe
championship after afirstand a second

in 2019. Cave’sretirementin the
Cambrian opener meanshe’s

18 behind. A third and afourth for
McCormack mean thereigning
R.A.C.Rally winneris currently
Edwards’ closest challenger.

First Junior class victory for McEriean after tough conditions claim rivals

Josh McErlean has shown paceinarange
of sub-optimal machinery. Butfor 2019
hehasthe carthat won last year’s British
Rally Championship—aPeugeot 208 R2—
and onIrish asphalt hefinally delivered
afirst Junior class victory.

It was fellow 208 driver Marty Gallagher
and co-driver Dean O’Sullivan that led for
thefirstfive stages and looked like they
might take theirfirst win, but then they
crashed out. That promoted McErlean,
who was usurped by 2016 BTRDA 1400
champion and now Opel Adam R2 driver
Jordan Hone by the end of day one, the
wet and windy conditions makingiteven
harder for the two-wheel-drive R2 cars of
the classthanits R5bigbrother.

When the stages proved drier on
Sunday morning, McErlean came to
thefore,and by SS13he’d builtupalead
of 12.2s over Hone. On that stage, Hone
slid off theroad and ended what had
been an entertainingbattle.

Another Adamreplaced Hone in
James Williams/Tom Woodburn,
butthey were42.6sin arrears.

McErlean and co-driver Keaton
Williams therefore held on with that
comfortable cushion for afirst victory
intheseries, and a€2500 cheque for
Peugeotparts.

Williams had tofight hard tohold
off the charging Peugeot of William
Creightonand Liam Regan, but

managedtodosoasthelatter pair’s
title bid has gotten off to a slow start.
It was announced before the event
that James Wilson will get Hyundai
i20R5 outings this year thankstohis
Billy Coleman Award win, but his
event was plagued by a misfire for
his208and a small accident which
led tofourth. That was still enough
tomaintain an equal championship
lead with McErlean, while Creighton
sitsan ominous four points behind.
Rookie Ruairi Bell set fastest stage
timesin a Ford Fiesta R2T'in whathas
been animpressive starttohis BRC
career, with reigning BRC champion
co-driver Darren Garrod alongside.

Peugeot 208 R2 crew of McErlean andW1111ams stayed out of trouble
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Hirvonen capitalises

on Kiernan misfortune

Four-time World Rally Championship
runner-up Mikko Hirvonen found a
new legion of fans in West Cork ashe
netted alate victory in the modified
category of the West Cork Rally.

The presence of the Finn, co-driven
by Jarno Ottmanin aleft-hand-drive
Ford Escort Mk2, boosted the
spectatorlevelsin Clonakilty.

Butfor12of the 15stages
Cavan’s Gary Kiernan (Escort)led
the way until a blown engine on
SS13signaled theend.

Hirvonen went on to claim the
laurels and finished 1m35.2s ahead
of the Escort of Damian Toner with
local driver Conor McCarthy
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
afurther 1m27.8sbehind.

Winds of almost hurricane
proportions greeted the crews on
thetraditional Ring opener. Kiernan
was fastest out of the blocks andled
the Escort of Phil Collins by 7.8s
with Hirvonen an additional 1.9s
behind in third.

Welsh favourite John Dalton
was expected to challenge but
thatended when he crashed his
Darrian T90 GTR+ atthe same
location that brought a similar
fate to Manus Kelly and Desi
Henryinthe International entry.

The opening pair of stagesat Ring
and Dunworley wererepeated with
Hirvonen punchingin hisfirst fastest
stage time on therepeat of Ring.

By themidday service Kiernan,
who broke an engine mount and
damaged the propshaft on SS4, was
26.7s ahead of his Finnish rival.

The second part of Saturday stages,
another two-by-two stage format and
ashorttown stage, allowed Kiernan,
despite yet another engine mount
breakage, tohold an overnight
advantage of 36.9s. Hirvonen
certainly became competitive as
the day wore on with Toner, Frank
Kelly, McCarthy and Richard Moore
completingthe top six.

The St Patrick’s Day gift was
sunshine and, while Kiernan
continuedtolead, he completed SS12
withouta clutch and hisadvantage
was cutto22.3seconds. On SS13, the
engine expired and Hirvonen went
ontotake victory. Toner, on hisfirst
West Cork outing, took second with
anuntroubled McCarthy third. Kelly
crashed out while Wayne Evans and
Collins were SS10 casualties.

MartinWalsh

Results

1 Mikko Hirvonen/Jarno Ottman (Ford Escort Mk?2)
2hr00m20.7s; 2 Damian Toner/John McGrath (Escort

Mk2) +1m35.2s; 3 Conor McCarthy/ Gavin Sheehan (Mitsubishi
Lancer E9); 4 Richard Moore/William Lynch (Escort

Mk2); 5 David Condell/ Paul Kelly (Escort Mk2); 6 Kevin
0’Donoghue/ Colin 0’Donoghue (BMW M3 E30); 7 Conor
McCrossan/David Burns (Skoda S2000); 8 Kevin Horgan/
Stephen Horgan (Subaru); 9 JR McDaid/Aodhan Gallagher
(Escort Mk2); 10 Mark Dolphin/Brian Quinlan (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Moore/ Lynch; McCrossan/Burns; Horgan/
Horgan; McDaid/ Gallagher; Michael Canny/Sinead Canny
(Ford Fiesta R5); John 0'Sullivan/John McCay (Fiesta);
Tommy McDonagh/ Paul Hickey (Escort Mk2); Fergus Hurley/
Eric Deane (Escort Mk2); Mickey P Kelliher/ Eoghan McCarthy
(Escort Mk2); Noel McCarthy/John Caverley (Escort Mk2);
Emma Nott/Declan Casey (Escort Mk2).

Hirvonen drove Ford Escort Mk2
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raig Breen and
Paul Nagle
were the
victorsin
the West Cork
Rally with
22.2seconds
tospare over Alastair Fisher
and Gordon Noble, both
crewsin Ford Fiesta R5s.

Tom Cave and James Morgan took
anexcellent third placeoverallina

Hyundaii20 R5, just 15s behind Fisher.

The weather could scarcely have
been worsefor the4lstrunning of
the West Cork Rally as the 145 starters
lined upforthe openingstage, the
classic Ringtest.

High winds and incessantrain
battered the coastal stage, with shiny
tar and pools of water makinglife
very difficult for everyone. A strong
line-up graced the Cork Motor Club
event with therally being the second
round of both theIrish Tarmac
Rally Championship and the British
Rally Championship.

Josh Moffett and Keith Moriarty
were fastest onthe openingtestby1.1s
from Robert Barrable and Damien
Connolly, who were making their
firstappearancein a Skoda Fabia R5.
Breen was alowly fifth after the first
stage, butastunningtime onthe
equally difficult second stage at
Dunworley propelled him to the top
of theleaderboard.

Mostdrivershad astory totell after
the openingloop with many close
shaves, but two who weren’t solucky
were Manus Kelly/Donall Barrett (i20
R5) whobenttheback axle after
cloutingabank, and Cal McCarthy/
Eamonn Dullea (Citroen DS3R5)
whoretired after hittinga wall
and breakingtheradiator.

The weather improved somewhat
onthesecondloop where the Ring
and Dunworley wererepeated, and
Breentook advantage tomoveintoan

11.4slead over Moffett. Daniel Cronin
(FiestaR5)and Meirion Evans (Ford
Escort Mk2) were both forced out

by this point with an overheating
engine and fuel pressure problems
respectively, although Evansrejoined
inRally 2. Declan Boyle had lost over
six minutes early on, but was still
going while Donagh Kelly in his
firstappearance ina Skoda Fabia
R5wastakingthings very easy as

he gotused tothenewcar.

The afternoon stages were
Shanaway and Sam’s Cross tackled
twice followed by a short1.5-mile
blast on the edge of Clonakilty town
towrapuptheday’saction.

Breen extended hislead over Fisher
as Moffett suffered aminute’sloss on
SS6 with a broken propshaft, which
dropped him to eighth.Kelly was also

out, having broken a wheel on the SS5.

The sun had come out belatedly
and theroads were drying out so the
speedincreased. Cave had moved
into third place with Matt Edwards,
Sam Moffett and Callum Devine

completing the top six after six stages.

There waslittle change over the
remaining stages of the day except
for Edwards moving ahead of Cave
for third place and Breen extending
hislead over Fisher to 26.8s.

The second day was a huge contrast
in weather with the sun shiningand
cold, dry conditions. Fisher took
fastest time on the opening Clogagh
stageto close the gap slightly to 24.4s,
while Cave moved back into third
place. Several battles were
going on down through the top dozen,
with Josh Moffett moving ahead of
Barrable and Cathan McCourt
closingin on Stephen McCann.

The pressure told on McCann on
the following stage at Ballinascarthy
when he slid off the road and out of
theevent. By theend of stage 12,
Ardfield, the gap at the top was back
outto27.7sand, barring a disaster,

Breen (front rigt) comfortablyleads ITRC standings after two wins

[
West Cork Rally, IrishTarmac Championship, round 2/8, March 16-17
POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER (07:4: [TIME
1 Craig Breen/Paul Nagle Ford Fiesta R5 1hr51m18.6s
2 | Alastair Fisher/Gordon Noble Ford Fiesta R5 +292.9s
3 | Tom Cave/James Morgan Hyundaii20 R5 +37.3s
4 Sam Moffett/James Fulton Ford Fiesta R5 +1m34.3s
5 | Callum Devine/Brian Hoy Ford Fiesta R5 +1m41.4s
6 | Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5 +2m21.9s
7 Robert Barrable/Damien Connolly Skoda Fabia R5 +2m47.3s
8 | Jonny Greer/Kirsty Riddick Ford Fiesta R5 +3m59.4s
9 Stephen Wright/Dai Roberts Ford Fiesta R5 +5m16.6s
10 | David Guest/Jonathan McGrath Skoda Fabia S2000 +7mb54.4s
Event class winners: Edwards/Walsh; Josh McErlean/Keaton Williams (Peugeot 208).

from Edwards and with the Hyundai
driver alsoregistered for the Irish
Tarmac Championship, he took 12
valuable championship points.

Sam Moffett overcame a very strong
challenge from Devine to take fifth
place overall while the 2018 Tarmac
champion Josh Moffett had tobe
content with seventh position, just
ahead of Robert Barrable.

Marty McCormack, Jonny
Greer, Stephen Wright and
McCourt completed the top dozen.

William Mavitty won Group N
while William Creighton was the
top Irish Tarmac Championship
R2driver home.

Breen was on course to win. Cave
and Edwards were still locked in
battle with thelatter holdinga1.4s
advantage. Barrable lost even more
time with alurid spin on stage

11 (Ballinascarthy) and he slipped
toninth asaresult.

Over thelast three stages Breen
managed therally from the front
and by the end of the 15 stages and
150 mileshe had alead of 22.2s.

Fisher had tobe content with
second place for the second rally
inarow, butit was a fantastic
performance again from the
Fermanaghdriver.

Cave eventually took third place
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BTC RACINGINTHEBTCC

Arevamped team, anew driver and a top-line car have come together. By Matt James

2006-2007
BTC Racing joins the BTCC with TVR Tuscan Challenge graduates
Chris Stockton and Darren Dowling in the rear-wheel-drive Lexus cars
for the final two rounds of the season. The car was on the fringes of the
top 10, with Stockton scoring a best finish of 12th. Nick Leason joined
the team for 2007 but only contested the opening three races, leaving
Stockton as a solo entry.

After starting the season with the Lexus machines, the team swapped
to ex-Motorbase Performance SEAT Toledo cars for Stockton and
truck racing champion Stuart Oliver. Gareth Howell also drove after
Oliver's deal fell apart. Stockton scored the team'’s first point with an
eighth place at Donington Park — although they would later lose the
team’s points fortoo many engine changes.

BTC Racing has
updated FK8 cars

HOW BTC RACING ANDC
AIM TORIP UP THE BTCC
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The car will have a bespoke motor

hereissomething
irresistible about
the BTC Racing
team this season.
Itis goinginto the
30-race British
Touring Car
Championship with a proven
machine and race-winningdrivers.
Freshinvestmentin Bert Taylor’steam
from hisfriend Steve Dudman has allowed
the squad tomove tonew premises, and it
hasretained 2018 Rockingham winner
Chris Smiley and heisjoined by Josh
Cook, who was sixth inlast year’s contest.
Smiley hasbeen aregular since the
teamrejoined the championshipin 2017,
whereas therecruitment of Cook was
something of a surprise. Despite his
strong 2018 campaign, he came
dangerously close toayear onthesidelines.
“IwasthinkingthatIwouldn’tbe onthe
gridatall,” says Cook, who was one of the
stand-out performersin 2018 in the Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra. “Ilosta
backer and the chances were slim, but
Thad kept in touch with Bert. Thad known

Smiley was a race winner in 2018

X\

Dudmanhasinvested in the Hondas

himsinceIjoined the BTCCandhehad
always said that he wanted me in one of
hiscars. Now hehasmadethat happen.

“Itisagreatfeeling, because clearly
thisdecision wasn’t taken on finances,
it wastakenbecausethe team wanted me
inthecar. Thatisan amazingamount of
faith thattheteam has shownin meand
really motivates me to performand
give somethingback.”

Andhewillbein a good position todoso.
Dudman’sinvestment has also extended
totwonew FK8 Honda Civic TypeRs,
which means BTC Racinghasthe same
equipmentasthefactory-backed Team
Dynamics crew. There will be alink-up
in terms of data and technical support
with theformer title-winning squad.

Thisisan opportunity that Taylor
didn’t wanttoturnhisback on. “When
the chance cameupin2018togetthe
FK8s,Isimply couldn’tignoreit,” says
Taylor. “Tknew I would have regretted
ithadIturneditdown. Wehad just
built up twonew FK2 Civics for 2018,
but this wasthenextlevel.

“When you goto Team Dynamics and
seethe set-up there, you know why they
winsomuch.Itissetupforsuccess,and
successalone. There’s 35 years of history
there: would I have been able to compete
atthatlevel? Probably not, so by forming
thisallianceithas given us whatIneedto
gotothetopflight. This will be a great year
forus,and I wantregular wins and the
Independents Trophy. If we are in the mix
forthat, who knows whereit can takeus.”

Team Dynamics link-up is pivotal

Inayear when title winners WSR
and Independents Trophy winners
Speedworks will be developingnew
BMW and Toyota machinery respectively,
the Honda, with 12months of development
behindit, is goingtobe tough toreinin.

Cookisfired up about the challenge: “I
have gone from virtually nothing to being
in arguably the most competitive car on
the grid, although this season willbe a
battle. WhenIwasat MG and whenIwas
at Vauxhall, there were circuits where
the chassismight have been stronger and
some where we weren’t. This year, there
are goingtobefour of usin FK8sand it
will be afightjusttobe atthehead of
that group.”

Team-mate Smiley will be one of those
tocontend with, but Cook hasafirm
roadmap of what heneedstodothisyear.
Hesays: “Win thetitle! No one should be
onthegridif thatisnot theiraim.

“Iknow you need lots of thingstocome
together, butthereissuchahungerin
theteam and wehavea great car.I have
theutmostfaithin the crew, soIneedto
match that with whatIdo on the circuit.
The BTCCisall about consistency. Maybe
Iwasabit pragmaticlast season, butI
knowitisall aboutbuilding the points
round by round. I want to be goingintothe
finale on the Brands Hatch Grand Prix
track in with a shout of the overall title.”

That might soundlike quite alofty
ambition, but theingredients are there to
makethose dreams come true. This truly
will be a watershed season for BTC Racing. B

2014

BTC dipped out of the championship but confirmed its intention to
returnin 2013. There was much optimismin 2014 with new backing
and anew NGTC-spec Chevrolet Cruze, which had originally been
built for RML which decided against racing it. Stockton continued
behind the wheel with Power Maxed Racing support. Power Maxed
bought the team'’s licences to compete at the end of the season.

2017
BTC returned to the category in the Chevrolet Cruze machines that
it bought back from Power Maxed Racing. Chris Smiley would
drive alongside Dave Newsham, and backing came from Norlin.
The revamped team scored 13 top 10 finishes, and Newsham was
on the podium at Silverstone.

e DORLIN

2018
With Newsham retiring from the BTCC, the team drafted in James
Nash and then Dan Lloyd to partner Smiley in the Honda Civic Type R
FK2 machines. Both Lloyd and Smiley were winners, with successes
at Croft and Rockingham respectively. The team finished ninth in the
teams’ competition.

2019

Another new era for the team with fresh investment from businessman
and racer Steve Dudman means the squad moves into new premisesin
Brackley and purchases two new latest-spec FK8 Honda Civic Type Rs.
Smiley remains with the team, while multiple race winner Josh Cook will
drive the other machine.
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ANDREW
FLETCHER

Retired racer
Age: 79 Lives: Edinburgh

He started in Scotland
“I've nearly always lived in Scotland
butin myracing years|didlivein
London. | started racingin 1962.1
went to Charterhalland saw arace
and thought it looked terrific fun. |
loved the noise and the smell and
decidedtogetacarandhaveago.”

Hemovedto
single-seaters

“| started with a Lotus 7, then
boughta Lotus 23 but couldn't
afford atwin-cam engine, so it
wasn'treally competitive. [ very
much wanted to do single-seaters
and bought a Cooper BMC forthe
early years of F3. Jackie Stewart
had done brilliantly in one the year
before, but it was the wrong car for
1965 and | gotaBrabhamfora
couple of years.”

Formula 2 was next

“I did alot of F3 races and then got a
Brabham Formula 2. The twin-cam
engine wasn't competitive but we
got paid the same starting money
as everyone else. When the F2 car
wasn't competitive, we moved

into sportscars and teamed up

with Willie Tuckett.”

Thenheraced
sportscars

“| did ayear with a Chevron B8
andthen WillieandlgotaB16
between us and we've still got

it. We did races like the Brands
Hatch 1000kms and won our
class. But Willie wrecked the car
inaclubrace at Thruxton. We
had it rebuilt as an open-cockpit
B19andranthatforayear.”

Theywon in Africa

“We went to Angolain Africaand
did three races and we won the
six-hours of Nova Lisboa and we
got huge trophies made from the
local tin. Then we sold the car but
bought it back five or six years later
andrebuiltitasaB16. Lateron, we
raced with David Piperin South
Africaand all over the place. My
last race was in South Africain

an AlfaRomeo T33 about 20
years ago. Now | go and support
the racing exploits of my son
Henry in historics.”

By Paul Lawrence

Cameron Jackson will
defend his Historic Formula
Ford 1600 titlein arare
Winkelmann chassis.
Jackson hasacquired one
of the two Winkelmanns
previously owned andraced
by veteran Robs Lamplough and
saysthathe wantsthe challenge
of tryingto winasecond titlein
anunfashionable car.

A
]

Last year, the Lincolnracer
becamethefirstchampionina
LolaT200since 2005 butnow he
wantstotryandbethefirstto
win the titleina Winkelmann.
Inthelate 1960s and early 1970s,
the cars were based on Hugh
Dibley’s Palliser design and sold

intothe US by Bob Winkelmann,

rebadged as Winkelmanns.
“Robs Lamplough had three

Winkelmannsthatheimported

inonedeal, includingtwo

Formula Fords. Neil Fowler
alwayslooked after the Formula
Fordthat Robsraced and Neil
won atPauin 2016 in the car
that we now have,” said
Jackson. Lamplough’slate
brother Peter was a works
driver for Palliserin 1970

and 1971.

“If Iwas goingtodothe
championshipagainIfancied
doingitin somethingelse,
maybe something that needed
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‘Ford tops the Classic
Mini Challenge’

Crew ahead of the pack, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Jackson will battle in
a rare kaelmann

e —

development as that would
be anice challenge. We’ve done
some work onthe car andit was
pretty quick straight out when
wetested at Silverstone.
“It’sareally nice car and we’re
planningafull campaign. Itis
basically the same car asthe
Palliser and the Winkelmanns
didreally wellin the States. It’s
different to the Lolabutitfeels
really planted. It’sfun todrive
and very forgiving.”
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Coulthard will return for West Sussex outing

Coulthard to race his “favourite car” at Goodwood

David Coulthard will be Members’ Meeting debut Gullwing,ashe
oneof thestarsof the last yearinthe Mercedes. demonstrated the car
Goodwood Members’ After qualifying 15th for atthe 75th Members’
Meetingon April 6-7 Salvadori Cup, the Scot Meetingin 2017.
intheIWCRacing Team’s worked up the orderto Coulthard saysthat
Mercedes-Benz SL finishninth. the Gullwingis aspecial
300 Gullwing. The Tony Gaze Trophy car. “It’smy favourite
The former Flracer willmark a hat-trick car of all time. Imissed
will contestthe Tony Gaze  of appearances for outonbuyingonein
Trophy after makinghis Coulthardinthe 1995,” he said.

Pryce confirms North

Wales historic outing

World Rally Championship aspirant
Osian Pryce will contest Rally

North Wales next weekend in a historic
specification Ford Escort Mk2tofill the
gap while his2019 plans arefinalised.

Pryce contested hislocal event last
year and made an impressive historic
debut. Now, co-driven by Dale Furniss,
Prycewill again drive aBDG-engined
car from RallyXtreme.

Hesaid: “Rally North Walesismy
local event; you could see my parent’s
housefrom one of the stageslast year,
sowe'redoingitagainforabit of fun.
Thecaris greatand the stages are some
of the very bestin the world and we’ll
tryhard and pushforagoodresult.”

The magnificent 1939
Bugatti Type 59/50B

will returnto Prescott
thisspringtojointhe
Bugatti Owners’ Club90th
anniversary celebrations,
centred onLa Vieen Bleu
on May 25-26.

InJuly 1939 Jean Bugatti
wasinvited tothefirst
Bugatti Owners’ Club
International meetingand
brought the monoposto
Type59fitted with atype
50B engine for works
driver Jean-Pierre Wimille
totaketosecond place with
a46.69s climb. The carhas

Rare Bugatti to celebrate 90 years

notbeenback tothe
Gloucestershire venue
for80years.
Apartfromasingle
outingin 1945 with
Wimille at the Coupe des
PrisonniersinParis, the
59/50B wasnotdriven
againand willbe on
loan fromthe
Schlumpf Collection.
Chris Rogersfrom
Prescottsaid: “Weare
delighted thatthe Bugatti
Type59/50B will make an
historicreturntoPrescott.
The car will be on display
atthe Bugatti Trust.”

Bugatt1 was at the hill 80 years ago

ColinWilson

MN is sad toreport the death

of Colin Wilson, formerly the
press officer at the Motor Sports
Association. After leaving

the MSA, he setup an agency
specialising in a database of
motorsport dates. Wilson was
found unconscious at hishome
in late February and died in
hospital. His funeral will be held
atLichfield Crematorium at
1130hrs on April 9.

Brava for Brits

The Ford Escort Mk2 of Tim Metcalfe
and John Connor was the top British
entry on last weekend's Rally Costa
Brava, the opening round of the FIA
European Historic Sporting Rally
Championship. Froma 150-strong
entry, they finished an impressive
12th overallandfirstin class on

the high-speed asphalt event.

Morgan’s VMIN run
British Touring Carracer Adam
Morgan will be the next star
driverinthe MN-backed HRCR
Clubmans Historic Rally
Championship. Morgan, who did
some historic stage ralliesin an
Escort Mk1 in the early years of
his motorsport career, will guest
drive the Lancia Fulvia of Martin
Phaff on this weekend’s North
Yorkshire Classic. The event,
round two of the championship, is
based at Hawkhills at Easingwold.

Trasmeirais go

Rallye Festival Trasmeirain Spain
(May 9-11)is back on for this year
after briefly being cancelled. Problems
within the organising club cast doubts
overone of Europe’s most popular rally
festival and demo events but the event
is now confirmed as up and running
again. The event always attracts a
strong contingent of UK crews.

Mini marvels
Aftertwo rounds of the Classic
Mini Challenge, Rick Ford/Neil
MacDonald hold a slender lead
over Tour of Epynt top scorers
Jim Brindle/Sam Bould. Brindle
topped the Epynteventby a
minute. Round three will be the
Warcop Stages at Easter.

Rallying Elan

Paul Mankin and Peter Scott will
tackle Saturday’s North West
Stagesin a historic specification
Lotus Elan. The car was previously
owned and rallied by Drew Wylie
in Northern Ireland many years
ago. Geoff JonesMotorsportis
preparing and running the carina
small programme of three events
planned for 2019. Mankin is best
known for campaigning a Lotus
Cortinaon gravel events.

AGBO drama

Harvey Stevens and Lawrence
Selly were fortunate to escape
without injury when their Mini

hit a tree in Weston Park during
Saturday’s AGBO Historic Stages.
They slid off the road when trying
to overtake arival on the grass.

MOTORSPORT
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Domestic rallycross ready for lights out. By Hal Ridge

ALL SET/FORE

BRITISH RALLYCROSS PREVIEW

BRITISHRALLYCROSS PREVIEW

BritishRX
NO | DRIVER

—

| cCAR

- — 2 Ollie O'Donovan | Ford Fiesta
4 Steve Hill Mitsubishi Evo
. 4 - 32 | Steve Mundy Ford Fiesta
. . : 21 | OliverBennett |BMW Mini
28 | SimonHorton | Subarulmpreza
' 46 | PatDoran Citroen DS3
51 Julian Godfrey | Mitsubushi Mirage
k- 95 | RogerThomas |Ford Fiesta
- 101 | Derek Tohill Ford Fiesta
E e i ) 124 | Liam Manning Subaru Impreza
e " e . p: ; Mike Manning Ford Fiesta

CALENDAR
British RX

1 Silverstone |March 24

2 Lydden April 22

3 Pembrey June 22

4 Pembrey June 23

5 Lydden August 26

6 Pembrey Sept21/22
=l g 7 Croft October 26
l_Guc-)dfre_yr W111 8 |Croft October 27

be at the front il

or thethird year
insuccession,
thereigning
British
Rallycross
champion
won’tdefend
their crown this season.

With 2018 title-winning Mark
Higginsnotreturningtothe domestic
series after his fruitful maiden term,
there’s an open goal for afourth
nameinfour yearstobeetched on
the British RX silverware.

Following arun of five consecutive
titlesuntil being dethroned by Dan
Rookein 2016, it’sfitting that Julian
Godfrey startsamongthefavourites
for the 2019title. Entered for the
openinground at Silverstone in the

Spencer Sport Mitsubishi Mirage he
campaigned last season, Godfrey also
hashis multiple-title winning Ford
Fiestainthelocker should heneedit.
Therenowned engineer wasin the
thick of thetitle fight with Higgins
and Irishman Ollie O’Donovan until
thefinalelast season. O’'Donovan,
the 2007 champion, isanother who
will challenge for top honoursif he
competes afull campaign, while
two-time 2017 podium finisher
Roger Thomashasupgraded toan
M-Sport-built Ford Fiesta from the
Focusheusedlast year, buthe will
miss the openinground while the
caris completed in Tony
Bardy’s workshops.
Yet to confirm his plansfor 2019, but
absent from the permanent European

Championship entry listfor the first
timein four years, double European
champion Derek Tohill will race his
Ford Fiestain the openinground at
Silverstone and would be a welcome
full-time addition, as would four-time
British RX title-holder Pat Doran,
who willrace an LD Motorsports
Citroen DS3in round one.

Havingbeen ‘best of therest’ behind
thetop threein 2018, Steve Hill’s
unique Mitsubishi Lancer E10 has
undergone development work over
the winter and can be expected to
fight atthefront, while Steve Mundy
(Ford Fiesta) and Simon Horton
(SubarulImpreza)alsojoin the line-
up. Liam and Mike Manning will
competein selected rounds (seepage
29), and Oliver Bennettislikely to

Junior RX champion Tom
Constantine has graduated tothe
Swift Sport series for this season
leaving the champion’s situationin
the Junior division vacant for 2019,
with a mix of new and returning
youngdriverson the grid. Inthe
supporting categories, the single-
make BMW Miniand Swift Sport
series will produce some of the closest
racingof the British RX roster. B

make ad-hoc appearances alongside
his World RX exploits.

Inthe two-wheel-drive
Supernational category, double-
champion Tristan Ovenden will be
the man tobeat with his Renault Clio
V6, but Paige Bellerby returns with
her Lotus Exige and will challenge.

Likelast season, the Super1600
front-wheel-drive brigade could
feature at the front of the order.

An influx of new exotic machinery should help galvanise the Retro Rallycross competition and make a landmark season

If it’s possible for a Historic series
tocome of age, 2019 could be that
timefor the Retro Rallycross
Championship. Until now, since the
category was formedin 2012, cars
and drivers signing up tothe class

have generally either slid over from
anexisting category, or dusted
themselves off and madeareturn
tothe sport.

Butlast year,anumber of cars
entered the arena havingbeen

specifically sourced or adapted to
suitthe criteria (cars must be of
suitable vintage and fit within
periodrallycrossregulationsupto
theend of 1991). Steve Harrishad a
‘new’ Ford RS200 built up from

Renault5forthe series, Richard
Lepley’s Prepfab concern hasbuilta
Porsche 911 and Stewart Bowesis
workingon an Audiquattro. That
injection of exoticmachinery and
competition could be just the ticket.

genuine period parts, Roger
Thomashad an MG Metro 6R4
restored for the seriesand John
Crossadapted an ex-rally Lancia
Stratos. For 2019, Supernational
racer Phil Collard hasacquired a

= L

» a \ 4 or thefirst time BIH"A PREV,EW
H since 2014, BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
! \ head North of NO |DRIVER CAR
W m'm the border to 39 |FredLing Ford Fiesta
' 1111 ] ' Knockhill for the 48 |Todd Crooks BMW Mini Cooper
] ' [ ] final round of the 61 |Michelle Swallow |Porsche Boxster
A 1 . s BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross 77 |Mike Dresser Lotus Exige
e e ——— e g Championship this seasonin 91 |AllanTapscott | Vauxhall Corsa
- = = : October. Curiously though, 104 | William Stewart | Ford Escort
both the British RX and BTRDA 144 |Leigh-Anne Sedgwick | BMW Mini Cooper
series will start on the same 219 |Gary Cook Ford Fiesta
date this weekend. 313 |Elise Friem Ford Focus : A 2
Reigning BTRDA Gold Star 339 |Gary Mitchell Ford Puma — AT X
champion Luke Constantine will 512 |LeonardoLyon  |Peugeot 206 Ryan Stutchbury will battle
miss the season-opener to drive at
Silverstone, but will return for the ALENDAR
. ! rest of the campaigninabidtodefend | Escortforthe 2019 season, while Todd BritishRX
N (PP his crown. In the headline Super Crooks will debut a freshly-built BMW
= Modified category, former champion | MiniatBlytonPark on Sunday.
Gary Cook makes hisreturn this In the well-supported Production 1 Blyton Park |March 24
weekend with anew Ford Fiesta, category, former champion James 2 Pembrey May 22
whilerallycross stalwart Allan Ortonreturns and will start among the 3  |Pembrey May 23
= Tapscott will campaign his rear- favourites with his Peugeot 106, alongside 4  |BlytonPark |June 30
= wheel-drive Vauxhall Corsa and Citroen Saxo exponent Dale Ford. 5 |Pembrey  [August10
v‘ﬁa‘ Mike Dresser will also bein the Former British Touring Car 6 |Pembrey |Augusti1
= C o antin; .will hunt for victory with his Lotus Exige. | Championship driver Harry Vaulkhard 7  |Lydden September 28
) . Newcomer William Stewart has has signed up to drive a Vauxhall 8  |Knockhill October 20
iss first round bought an ex-Tommy Graham Ford Corsainthe series’ Classic category. B
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Photos: fiaworldrallycross.com, Hal Ridge

ROUND-UP

Simon Kingsley won the Stuart
Butterfield Sporting Trial in
atrocious conditions on Saturday,
making it three wins on the trot.

A select bunch of competitors
nearly witnessed one of the
discipline’s biggest surprises
when Jonathan Hughes
led at lunch, well clear of all the
seasoned competitors. Nerves
during the afternoon meant
he slipped back to third, still
an excellent result having only
competed in a handful of trials. i -

Club chairman Andrew
Woodhead drove consistently
on his return in his Jedi to finish
two points behind Kingsley in
second. Mike Salton won the
live-axle class in fourth overall,
with Alan Baker winning the
blue live-axle class.

Richard Sharp beat Boyd
Webster and club champion
Bryan Walker in a very close
midfield by a single point over
the 18 rough, wet, challenging
hills that meant crews worked
exceptionally hard on every
section. The top 10 was
completed by three live-axle
crews with Jeff Armistead in
eighth two points ahead of Alan
Baker and Mike Storrar. Barry
Hogg and George Watson
were both unlucky to retire their
Hamiltons with two sections left
dropping them outside the top 10.

Salton led the Stone
Trough Sporting Trial all day
in contrasting conditions to the
preceding day where scores
dropped considerably, to win his

H

Manning raced at
Silverstone in 2018

By Hal Ridge the same car heran in British RX last
year, in the six-round European series.
“We wanted torace in achampionship
abroad with top teams, good circuits, big
entries and good atmospheres to have
funlike we did years ago,” Manning told

MN. “IThave been to Barcelona twice

how we used the carlast year. The
competition will be tough, but you
haveto start somewhere.
“Thisisayoung man’s sportreally
butI’'mnotfazed, Ilike pressure! We
know we will berunning at therear,
but we’re just goingto enjoy theride.”

Manning, who will also compete in

aselected British RX programme.

“Iwill do the Silverstone, Lydden Hill

and Pembrey rounds in British RX.

If we could be fourth or fifth at

Silverstone this weekend, I'd be happy.’
Reigning British Super1600

Welshman Mike Manning will

compete full-time in the European

Rallycross Championship this

year with a Ford Fiesta Supercar.
A former British Rallycross

s

maiden national event having
started competing in 2010.

Walker proved his closest
challenger all day, tying at lunch,
but a careless three shortly
afterwards proved costly. The
season’s form man, Kingsley,
could only manage third overall,
his first defeat of the campaign
at the fifth event of the
championship. Kingsley’s
concentration faltered a
couple of times dropping
some careless points.

Webster kept him honest all
day finishing just two points
back ahead of Armistead who
won the live-axle class, with
Salton winning overallin his
live-axle Concord.

Duncan Stephens

Stuart Butterfield Sporting Trial

Organiser: NPTCC When: March 16. Where:
Edenhall, Penrith, Cumbria. Starters: 17.

1 Simon Kingsley (Crossle) 51 marks; 2 Andrew
Woodhead (Jedi) 53 marks; 3 Jonathan Hughes,
Hamilton); 4 Mike Salton (Concord); 5 Richard
Sharp (Cartwright); 6 Boyd Webster (Crossle); 7
Bryan Walker (Jedi); 8 Jeff Armistead (Hutton);
9 Alan Baker (Apex); 10 Mike Storrar (Jedi)

Stone Trough Sporting Trial

Organiser: NPTCC When: March 17 Where:
Edenhall, Penrith, Cumbria. Starters: 15.

1 Salton (Concord) 11 marks; 2 Walker (Jedi) 14
marks; 3 Kingsley (Crossle); 4 Webster (Crossle);
5 Armistead (Hutton); 6 Sharp (Cartwright); 7
Baker (Apex); 8 Bryan Thornton (Kincraft); 9
Woodhead (Jedi); 10 Neil McHardy (Struggler).

frontrunner, Manning took a

break from the discipline to compete

ininternational hillclimb events

until returningtorallycross in 2017.
He will race the Fiesta Supercar,

Latvian Vitols joins UK
Junior rallycross fight

Sixteen-year-old Latvian driver Roberts
Vitols will racein the full Motorsport
UK Junior Rallycross Championship
thisseason.

Vitols made his UK rallycross debut
inaround of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championshiplast season
at Lydden Hill where he challenged
for victory until beingforced out with
driveshaft failure. This year he will
race a Peter Gwynne Motorsport-run
1300cc Suzuki Swiftin the single-make
Junior RX series.

“Thefactthat we will be the first
team from Latvia to build our
rallycross experience through
British motorsportfeelsreally exciting,
said Vitols. “It’sa privilege given tome
by my team to work with an experienced
company in a country with great
marketingand motorsport traditions.

“My debut last September showed that
Icanfightforthe podiumineveryrace

»”

and Loheac three times tohave a good
look to see what goes on. We thought we
could do this, so the car was newly built
last year by Grant Rees. We’ve changed
suspension and gearchange from

V1tols will race in a 1300cc Suzuki

and hope for the championship [title].
I’'mnotafraid tocompete in a car with
the steering wheel on the right-hand
side, whichisnew for me. I thinkitisjust
another element for my experience and
will teach me toadapt toallkind of cars.”

Vitols’ Provento Racing team has
acquired aright-hand-drive Swift to
usefor practice in hisnative Latvia.

He will also competein the Latvian
Rallycross Championship and Baltic
Rallycross Cup this yearin a Super1600
specification Peugeot.

A13-car permanent Euro RX entrylist

wasrevealed last week, but additional
entries are expected for each event.

“If there are 30 cars and we got into

the top 20 that would be aresult,” said

Nitiss joins forces with
GRX team for World RX

Double European Rallycross
champion Reinis Nitiss will

make his first start for Marcus
Gronholm’s GRX World Rallycross
team at the first round of the
season in Abu Dhabi.

Announced as development and
race driver for GRXin 2019, Nitiss
is expected to compete in a number
of rounds and will drive a third
Hyundai i20 in competition for
the first time at the Yas Marina
Circuit next month.

“I am excited for the season to
start,” said Nitiss. “There are lots
of unknowns, a new circuit, a new

car, new team-mates. It will be a huge

challenge, but at the same time I’'m
happy to be able to compete against
World Championship drivers.”

The first round of the series will
berun as a Saturday evening race,
under floodlights in the stadium
section of the Abu Dhabi venue.

“I took partin the Abu Dhabi

Rallycross champion Jack Thorne
will also compete full-time in Euro
RX thisseason,racing an ex-Set
Promotion Renault Twingoin

the Super1600 category.

18 FIA WORLD RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONS

PRESENTED BY MONSTER ENERGY
RD 9 NESTE RALLYCROSS OF LATVIA
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Nitiss will join Gronholm’s team

circuit presentation a few weeks
ago and itlooks very interesting,”
added Nitiss.

Manfred Stohl’s STARD team will
field Norwegian Pal Try in its second

Ford Fiesta for the opening round
of the campaign and is expected to
rotateits second driver through
the season.

_"'-uﬁ_-.-—_—

Bennett to join opening British RX round to shake down his BMW Mini

Xite Racingdriver Oliver Bennett will

race his team’s World Rallycross BMW

RX and AmericasRallycross events
last season with the Mini, raced the

upgrades over the winter and was
recently tested at Pembrey in South

Fiestainthefinal round of British RX
at Silverstone in November.

He set the pace until afireforced him
out of the semi-finals. Bennett will drive
the Mini this weekend just two weeks
before the World RX season-openerin
AbuDhabi. The carhas undergone

Mini in the opening round of the British
Rallycross Championship at Silverstone
this weekend in preparation for his
World RX campaign.

Bennettraced full-timein British RX
in 2017 with an OlsbergsMSE Ford
Fiesta and, having graduated to World

Wales. Bennettisalsoracinginthe
RallyX onIceseriesthisweek at Arein
Sweden, sharingduties with Norwegian
Andreas Bakkerud in the Team Faren
squad. Three events are taking place

on Monday, Wednesday and Friday this
week, using three different tracks.
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MN SAYS...

Don’t write off Ferrari challenge yet

Things didn’t work out for the Scuderia in Australia, but there is still a fight to com

All the experts were wrong, and all the brows at Ferrari were furrowed after what happened in Melbourne last weekend. The Scuderia ha
been the team most tipped to turn over Mercedes-Benz in Australia and it simply didn’t happen.

Sebastian Vettel admitted that the SFO0 should have been faster at Albert Park. The team boss Mattia Binotto knew that it should have been quicker. And
Mercedes knows it scored a tap-in last weekend with a 1-2 result, but it is also aware that the Italian team’s latent pace has yet to be fully unlocked.

The team said maybe the set-up of the car was wrong, or maybe it was an Albert Park-specific problem which meant that the chassis didn’t perform in the w
it had in testing up until that point.

Ferrari will bounce back, and the Formula 1 Championship needs that too. Lewis Hamilton started on the back foot Down Under, but that won't last foreve
For the sake of a competitive year ahead, let’s just hope that Ferrari managed to find the answers when the grid reforms in Bahrain in two weeks'’ time.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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John Henderson’s BMW photograph Rally fun at the .J}eéent Questmead Stages, photographed by Graham Lomax
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andrelive thefinal round of the 1986 : SATURDAY : SATURDAY
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Classic F1(Wednesday, 2100-2145hrs, | (8§ == ]i'llguar I-Pace i Cheshire : Lancs

Sky Sports F1). Williams drivers : M- 5 | e eTrophy : BARC meeting: : Legend Fires . -

Nigel Mansell and Nelson Piquet, O G el "SS5S mRace: Saturday, 0445- ¢ Sports/Saloons, : North West ?%%?gf;eﬁe%ifﬁoﬁglﬁé e
aswell as McLaren’s Alain Prost, all R— 0545hrs, BT Sport 1 * Junior Saloons, : Stages ’ ’ ’

had a shot at the title Down Under in : KumhoBMW,Pre  : Starts 0830hrs

= \ |
X ITT ﬁl\ W4 “TORY

what proved to be a thrilling climax Formula E: : '66TouringCars,  : Admissionfree ;R
to the championship. : _ ENTER Sanya : Pre’83Group 1 : Web northwest i Tel: +44(0) 20 3 405 8149
Want something alittle more L i) . ' M Race: Saturday, ¢ Touring Cars, Pre : stages.co.uk Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News’
modern? Well, youcan catchthefull @ @, , ,‘_-,_ A\F A/ 0630-0830hrs, BT Sport 1/ : '93Touring Cars, Twitter: @VINmotorsport
rerun of the Australian Grand Prix, : = Ay Ry Eurosport 1/BBC BBC Red : Pre’08 Touring : SUNDAY Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk
the opening round of the 2019season  : Button, iPlayer and online ¢ Cars, Pre'05 : #Co Longford,
from Melbourne this Friday (1835- (@ wm) R = ¢ Production Saloon : Ireland |
2035hrs, Sky Sports F1). Would Lewis  : s | o= Indycar: ! Cars, Blue Oval : The Admore Air : _
Hamilton and Mercedes continue ! e - Austin : Saloon Series, : Conditioning Corp : "@"imes@motorsportnews.couk
where they left off at the end of : M Race: Sunday, 1700- ! Classicand ! Midland Moto g oy O L

2018, or would Ferrari be able to

begin the season in perfect fashion?

2000hrs, Sky Sports F1

+ Historic Thunder
: Saloons Starts

. StagesRally
: Starts 0910hrs

stephen.lickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk

Group National Editor Jack Benyon

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

And ﬁnally watch hlghllghts from E / - | NAS CHR: E racing from : Admission TBC E jack.benyon@motorsport.com
the 1000 Miles of Sebring which : : + =N Martinsville 1135hrs (qualifying Web midlandmotor Reporter Stefan Mackley
was the sixth round of the World o ; : E Py M Race: Sunday, : from 0830hrs) 1 club.net stefan.mackley@motorsport-news.co.uk
Endurance Championship’s2018/19 : | | = = 1730hrs, Premier : Admissionadult : ! Group Rallying Editor David Evans
superseason (Saturday, 0830-0930hrs, Newgarden (centre) won first Indycar round of year  Sports 2 : £16,under13free : SPORTING : _
BT Sport1). : Web msv.com : SCENE : B
! Contact0843453 : SUNDAY g e S
E 9000 : [ ] Silverstone’ mike.stokoe@motorsport-news.co.uk
: : Northants i Office Manager Joanne Grove
: SATURDAYI :. British Rallycross : joanne.grove@motorsport.com
: SUNDAY : Championship :
: EBrands : Starts 0900hrs :

. Gulf Mirage M1
: Thisisa predictable choice, butImake :
: noapologies forthat. The powderblue :
base with various versions of orange ~ :
. detailingisiconic. The oil company’s
. colours proved successful too,

: particularly in sportscars. The JW

. Automotive team was a winner

: Hatch, Kent

: BRSCC meeting:
Porsche, Mazda

: MX-5,Mazda

: MX-5Super

: Series,BMW

: Compact Cup,

- AlfaRomeo, Fun

: Admission adults

: £20,under 15free

: Web rallycrossbrx.

: com

: BBlyton, Lincs
: BTRDA Clubmans
: Rallycross

: Championship

Historics editor Paul Lawrence
Rallycross editor Hal Ridge

Grand Prix columnists James Roberts,
Stuart Codling

Origination/Repro Dave Sternberg

Photography LAT Images: Steven Tee, Glenn
Dunbar, Sam Bloxham, Zak Mauger

: with Mirage (pictured) and Ford : Cup, MultiMarque/ : Starts 0900hrs

: GT40machineryinthe 1960s and ¢ Nippon Challenge/ : Admission £6

: carried oninto the next decade. ¢ Tricolore Trophy : Web clubmansrally ietaemdl e et

: : Starts Saturday, : cross.weebly.com N NT\“",’\TAF?%EFEPOST' o) Bl EETEeItEs,
: RobWalker : : racing from : mHednesford, : . .
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! battled it out for this slot. The : Sunday, racing : Starts 1330hrs :  Email help@asm.secureorder.co.uk

Alan Mann Racing Ford F3L
Red and gold is a great combination and both Alan
Mann Racing and Broadspeed sported the mix during
the 1960s. The AMR version just gets the nod here.

It was mainly seen on the team’s successful tin-tops —
Ford Lotus Cortina and Ford Falcon in particular — : it. Theteam's successes included

but the ultimately unsuccessful Ford F3L (pictured) : famous Cooper, Lotus (pictured)
simply looked stunning. : and Ferrari wins for Stirling Moss. :

: from 1105hrs

: (qualifying from

: 1000hrs)

. Admission adult
: £16,under 13free
: Web msv.com : Details correct :
: Contact0843453 : attimeofpress :
: 9000 : butplease check

: cars of successful Ferrari entrant
Maranello Concessionaires often

: looked great with a blue nose on

: top of the usual red, but Rob :
: Walker's blue with a white stripe pips

: Admission adults

: £16,underfive free
: Web nationalhotrod.
- com
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[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x W750mm [H300mm x W300mm

x LO0Omm] \ x L1860mm]

- I B

—
P

#E£119489] . , ) ES9O9XOO B
PROJECT | PROJECT | b PROJECT| % 1

CMB-FT-004 CMB-FTO17 CMB-FT015
CUSTOM < CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 6mm QUTLET
NECK [BAFFLED] “FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BﬁFFLE[}]

Quote SP329 when vou call101 744 895888 MW wiw.compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: salas@comphrak&.cnm Technical: technical@compbrake.com

———— e =

<) CAGED LASER ENGIMEERING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists

Bespoke dard Roll Cages
LR

ROLL CAGE CHASSIS
FABRICATION FABRICATION

=) €

PIT
EQUIPMENT

POWDER COATING MACHINING

Unit 12 :
Ash Farm
Business Park

Holcombe SHEET METALWORK ~ CNC FOLDING

Radstock ! f
BA3 5EX . @
+44 (0) 1761 239133 - '

info@cagedlaser.co.uk LASER CUTTING DESIGN
www.cagedlaser.co.uk
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MARKETPLACE

Lally Desi Desm

E E23  www.rallydesign.co.uk Bl Byl

IEniojessionaliMotonspontiBants¥S paresiGaRally}Equipment:
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888 ¢

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

NEW Massive 2019 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!

COME AND SEE US AT

STONELEIGH

2019 BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND
SUNDAY 5th & MONDAY 6th MAY

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with “Boreham’ mods,
18 tooth side gears £495.80 £594.96

SPARES

Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 E39.00
Molorsport plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wavy plate cach £16.30 E719.56

Atlas CWP 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £251.80 E£302.16
Atlas axle casing, thick

tube, double pinned & breather
Pig’s head only

Wilwood brakes kit, 265x 10, Powerlite caliper
Wilwood hrakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper
Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch

Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch

£798.60 £238.32
£7165.00 £7198.00

RMD master cylinders
Wilwood master cylinders
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £E49.90 £59.38 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line
Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels Gx13
7x13
Ax13

Fully floating hub assembly without shafts
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies
plus (2) *4340" halfshafts, 18 tooth

pair £218.60 £262.32

{choice of length) E328.60 £394.38

Hange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40

SPARES

Studs each5.90  £7.08

Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair

Bearing, top quality cach E38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/13200 front springs, 145-2200bs pair

770mm ‘4340” halishaft, 18 tooth each E77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-220lbs pair

820mm “4340° halfshaft, 18 tooth ecach £82.50 £99.00 1.97 & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock!

All Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel ﬁ:‘&u i:: bl'emsprm a“r‘::kznzj—»f_z 257

and have induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. G P ;‘u‘; fe fi P I':Eh{;('ﬂ’ * h

4340 is about twice as sl'mng as 1040 (the material which 5EM halfshafts are normally az, aJus % o ’ s

manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of Gaz, J"“"Mﬂ (3-way) front shocks each

abrupt acceleral'mn.. taking some lo.ﬁ off the differential and CWF. However, it has Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each
yield srrerJflh to sustain high torque loads without failure. 4340 is the Quick Sft".‘l'lﬂg racks

rdea.' ball}i?shaﬁ materia

266 x 27 “Forest” type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/F, suit std. axle each £59.50 E71.40

ENGLISH AXLE PARTS,
BLACKLINE

English plate style diff (30/90 ramps)
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating
conversion kit)

Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaft)
Spare plate kit

Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state)
English CWB 3.54,2.7,3.9,4.1,4.4,4.7, 4.9, 5.1,5.3
Spare side bearing, top quality

Crush washer

Crown wheel bearing

Pinion bearing

Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,

inc. (2) 4340 halfshafts, 18 tooth

English axle weld-on brace ring

Special 10mm axle brace, English axle

RH 2:4 ratio
RH 2:2 ratio
LH 2:4 ratio
LH 2:2 ratio

H/duty quick steering racks

OEM style steering rack mounts pair
£395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each
£395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each

£39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair

£32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race type top mounts pair
£231.50 £277.80
£19.90 £23.88
£5.90 £7.08
£9.90 £11.88
£14.90 £17.88

TCA “Paitern’ style
TCA’s ‘OEM” style
TCA bush insertion tool

£443.80 £532.56
£39.90 £47.88
£99.50 £119.40

SPARES Twin cam anti-roll bar
Semi-floating hub assembly {less bearing) cach £144.40 £171.28 Anti-dive kit
Bearing ‘4340° £48.90 £59.76 World cup X-member ;
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00 World cup mounts : pair
Fange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends ) each
Fange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling
Brake disc, 265 x 10 each £14.50 £41.40 4-link kit
Heavy duty 4-link kit
Group 4 round turrel kil kit
HEI.I'CAI. LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE MK1 spring shackles St i
Mk2 spring shackles car sel
English axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.90  OEM Eaocot RS strets ek
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each
Ford FWD - Escorl, Fiesta, Focus, KA, _ Escort RS stub axles pair
I’J:rmn, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair
Sierra 77 Cﬂfl‘.‘fhlﬂ.f‘l'] , £399.00 £478.80 Heavy d'u[y Sfeerfng arms, gusgeu_sd pa.d'r
Focus §T170, Mini Cooper 'S _ Quick fit steering arm kit pair
fﬁ-speed GE'I'r&g box) £399.00 £478.80 AH" hubs - standard or G_rﬂup 4 each
Mazda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 E478.80 Stub axle hardware kit
Watts linkage kit
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leaf springs, 1461 rate each
Ally tube strut brace, round tube
4-speed bearing type gearlever E38.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace
5-speed bearing type gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair
5-speed quickshift conversion kit £13.50 £76.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wel sump
M10 ally “Pro’ gearknob £14.90 £717.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £715.00 Body jacking kit car sef

Propshaft, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle

£89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm

ESCORT BRAKING PARTS

RH 2:9 ratio
RH 2:4 ratio
H 2:4 ratio

£299.51
E468.49
E571.40
£189.50
£215.00
from £21.50
from £29.50
£42.50
E57.50
£29.74
£69.00
£76.00
EB7.50
£99.00

£8.12
£33.80
£33.80
from £15.90
£24.50
ET0.50
£67.60
E299.50
£65.00
ET119.50
E139.50
E149.50

£359.41
£562.19
L6d5.68
£227.40
£258.00
£25.80
£35.40
£51.00

£9.75
£40.56
£40.56
£19.08
£29.40
£12.60
£81.12
£359.40
£78.00
£7143.40
E167.40
£179.40

£36.50
£63.50
£714.90
£59.50
£31.00
L106.50
£28.50
£10.50
£719.80
E£71719.50
£185.00
£65.00
£17.00
£23.50
£96.95
£128.00
£130.00
£69.50
£79.50
L£9.60
£49.50
£10.90
£199.50
£49.50
£44.90
£51.50
£12.90
£137.00
£16.50
£119.50
£13.90

£43.80
£76.20
£17.88
£71.40
£37.20
£727.80
£34.20
£72.60
£23.76
£143.40
£222.00
£78.00
£20.40
£28.20
£176.34
£153.60
E156.00
£83.40
£95.40
£71.52
£59.40
£13.08
£239.40
£59.40
£53.88
£61.80
£15.48
L£164.40
£79.80
E143.40
ET6.68

—Hally Lesiong

————

" Mrersronr 310

Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each E72.10 EB6.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000 each E175.00 £210.00

Full listing of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

X-Flow ally radiator
£179.60 £215.52

RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
£179.60 £215.52

13/235 oil cooler
50.10 £60.12

Lockable fuel filler
cap assembly
£49.50 £59.40

Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
favailable blue, black or red)
£E62.34 £74.81

WCP Inferupfer pump
£zp.oo £34.80

WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00 £34.80
WCP solid state fuel pump £19.00 £22.80
WCP injection fuel pump from £32.19 E£38.63
Bonnel pin kits, stainless £5.00  £6.00
Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40
Aerocalch from E31.00 £37.20
Avanti map light from £19.50 £23.40
Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 £35.52
Roll cage padding, 3ft, BT fire rating £6.00 £7.20

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,
pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs

{no spacers needed),

pair £98.50 £118.20

M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, sel of 4
£710.99 £13.19

Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
pair £319.00 £46.80

4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
full installfation kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Kit £159.80 £191.76

Escor? Laminated & Heated Screens

Escort Mk1 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) E69.50 E83.40
Escort Mk2 front laminated screen fincl. rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Escort MkT Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) ET98.60 £238.32
Escort Mk2 Front heafed laminated screen (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32

Escort Mk1 front screen rubber £24.92 £29.90
Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92 E£28.70
Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
14" or 17" rear view mirror £14.90 E£17.88

Escort Mk2 Rubber Parts

Bonnet stop pair £6.20 £7.44
Bonnet rail bump stop, set of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 E6.12
Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 £8.64
Handbrake backplate dust boots pair £7.10 EB52
Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
Shock absorber fop caps pair £13.90 £16.68
Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 E11.88
Ol line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £5.12
Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I mmmmm——
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Fire & Balety Syaiam |

RACELOGIC
REE .- VARLEY RED YOP'~
= FERODO M F q w
o ——lT B AC (G o M
CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: inln@marlligras.cn.llk
01327 858 m DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

MARKETPLACE

sfripe
“They're a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd

on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you'll get

compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”

opeclalists

Historic Engine
Ford Cosworth BDA/BIG,

Lotus Twin Cam, BLMW N1lO

Craig Beck Racing Ltd

1. 07876 221 932

E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

: R

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at
www.striipedesign.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8109
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engineering ﬂb
Advanced Cooling Systems «

= CUSTOM CAR ILLUSTRATIONS
Water Radlators
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Heat Exchangers R

- : 'I,I'IJ'II|I||-| _Jldu Mln
System Design S e
Ancillary Products

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164

PP L ‘¢ #2]  WE CREATE BESPOKE HAND DRAWN
www.dockingengineering.com - %]  IMAGES OF YOUR CAR, BIKE OR TRUCK
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT

Unit 15 Silverstone Circuit \ -
Certified to CAA & AWS Silverstone, Northants
Welding Standards NN12 8TL, United Kingdom DB L

Phone: 01637 498184
www.rallyprep.co.uk
enquiries@rallyprep.co.uk

K.\ 86338
. * Official UK Partner for Toyota Motorsport GmbH
-+ GT86 CS-R3 available fully built or in kit form

e Modern and historic vehicle build and preparation [&Rally_Prep 5016 A3

* From clubman to full FIA International status Lirallyprep Py

£ =%

* Work undertaken on all makes and models "FRallyPrepUK i
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e
N -~ = &

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RIS TRANSPORTER|[S]
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

| , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

_PHOENIK g L) QUED )] | (@PR) Grapd Prix
Authorised stockists for: COMPETITION THANSMISSION SEHVICES B Silversione
PHILIPS Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

and many more... The best of racewear & kartwear

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE CARS

Passionate About Motorsport

01933 411 993 - _ " phone. 07771 762145

jondelrace@aol.com
MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS mnl GRAS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS ——
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD MOTORSPORT
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS, \\

PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING. “7“7“7
WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 'mardlgraS'C()'uk

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTS

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST s B D M Ot 0 I'S O rt Teamwear 5IJEIZIEI|15t5 -

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS L p QE:nt -

We h lable for Track d , Sal ng and our NEW! R

GF?B S;Ee:;;grl rI|1?5$l:;‘;";:Ira.II!,?InngarI:':llr:n L:f af:aur:t wu‘:u;:t;ﬁﬁleg::ta ;";L we will et ; . ; ‘ Ukk Tummuund

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp S,UEL‘.'EI;’.'StS in the dﬂs"ﬂ” & mangfa cture of managemen! systems: engine ®Min Order Onlg 4
(\_ﬁ For maore infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com re cnmpﬂnents e mal t‘ypes o mﬂmmpﬂﬂ HOrEWIE. . Nn LOQO Sﬂf UP F'a

GroupB Motorsport.” call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: shdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 www.logomeup.co.u

RACE & RALLY PARTS

g G')ortgport Part[:][e))¢

Performance and Tuning Parts

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
e Performance Tuning Specialists
Northampton e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, .
/ Motorsport 1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

il , »
nmhampmnmot;s";ﬂt@btconnectlcom « Weber, Dell'Orto and SU Carburettor Agents Leading performance brands online Connected to you

or visit Plus much more, Contact us on . .
northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 WWW.pa rt-box.com WWW. brlanjames. co.uk

GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP P y RV
Slnir - | www.EMPIRE jHEco. uk
avantimotors@btconnect.com i L ‘l'l/\-ﬂ L‘LI I1TE
- Rally and Race Gearboxes L‘ng 8",\(
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489
-5&6 d Gearkit )
_ Limited 5“55 (E)eiffereestriallss otC. sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk
GEARBOXES RACE & RALLY PARTS | WHEELS&TYRES
Rally & Race Gearbox Stock and d oo
: A . ally : ace ; es, tock and custom made COMPOMOTIVE
,:) IT GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts FiA Euel Cells. Winmin al Mo‘rons;‘nnr wnsli;s 167
T:01782 280136 F:01782269913 Short lead times. inning all over the world since
Transimissions E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO
; » . . 5 . WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
isit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com www.classicworldracing.co.uk Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

g | THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

oransp on T Ben Kavanagh Ben Webster

Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




