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Citroen-bound champion pays tribute to M-Sport hoss Wilson

AT THE AUTOSPORT AWARDS P23

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier said
goodbye to his “best
boss ever” in M-Sport’s
Malcolm Wilson last
week and now turns
his attentionto
making more World
Rally Championship
history with Citroen.
The Frenchman will aim
tobecomejustthe second
driver ever to win world
| titleswiththreedifferent
manufacturers next
season-and hestartsthat
challenge havinglearned
plenty from M-Sport.
“Youarealways
learninginthissport,”
® Ogiertold MN, “and
% certainlymytimeat
y %% M-Sporthasmademe
= ST cstronger. Thavetosay
~ = thankyoutothemforthat
=% _andabigthank youto
my friend and my best
= bossMalcolm.”
Fullstoryp2-3
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World champion buoyed hy opening

AS CITROEN

Ogier drove his new mount for two days last week and will drive again before Monte

By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier flew out

of Britain following an
emotional farewell to his
World Rally Championship-
winning M-Sport team
earlier this week, admitting
his time with the Cumbrian
squad would stay in his
heartforever.

Ogier, co-driver Julien Ingrassia
and more than 250 of the team’s
staff attended the send-off at
Dovenby Hall on Monday.

Ogiersaid: “Thisteam and these
people will always be special for
Julien and I. Wefeel now like we
are part of the M-Sportfamily
and will stay like this, we will
always have this team close toour
heart.Ihavetosay anincredibly
bigthank youto all of the guysin

*"Ehm

Crew: Fond Pord memories

this team,they have been so
fantasticfor two years. And, of
course, I want tosay a special
thank youtotheboss. Thebest
bossIhad,to Malcolm [Wilson].
Hemade all of this possible.”

Team principal Wilson added:
“Idon’t know what I can say. For
two yearsthese guyshave just
keptondelivering. I wanted to
bringthem here sobadly and
they delivered on every level for
us. We'velearned alotfrom them
andthejobforusnowistouse
thatandtotakeitforward.”

Ogier’sfocus must now shift
to developing the Citroen C3
WRChe will drive for the next
two years—thefinal two years—
inhis WRC career. Back with
the French manufacturer he
last competed within 2011, he
tested the car for thefirst time
in Portugal last week.

“Idrove only fortwo days,”
the Frenchman told MN, “soit’s
really too early tosay whatis the
feeling with the car. The one thing
Icansay straightawayisthatI
didn’t discover something which
isworryingme, there wasnobad
surprise for me. We started to

work [with the team]likeI
expected we would, which is good.
“Thereare of courselots of
areasforusonthecartolook
atand this will take a bit of time:
differential, for example, but
againbutmyinitial feelingisnot
toobad andI'm sure we’llfind the
right solutions quite quickly.”
Part of Ogier’smotivation
for the switch from M-Sportto
Citroen wasthe chanceto
become only the second driver
inthesport’shistoryto winthe
world championship with three
different manufacturers. Juha
Kankkunen was thefirst,
winning with Peugeot, Lancia
and Toyota. In addition to his
two titles with M-Sport, Ogier
hasfour with Volkswagen.
“It’saninteresting challenge,”
said Ogier. “And Ireally think
there’s potential, with the
equipment hereto writeanice
story, but from here onit’s going
tobe important to quickly see
what works and what worksless
well to try tofeel as well prepared
as possible from Monte Carlo.”
Ogier, who will be back aboard
aC3 WRC foraMonte Carlo test




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018 3

HEADLINE NEWS

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

steps with C3 WRC machine

Ogier finished third in the pointsin 2011 for the Citroenteam

later thismonth, says he will
need the full support of the
Citroenteam in hisbid fora
sixth consecutive successful
title defence.

“That’snot something that you
candoonyourown,” he said.

Citroenteam principal Pierre
Budartold MNhe had budgeted
for all of Ogier’s development
needs with the C3.

“We are committed to have
several tests of course with
Sebastien and Esapekka [Lappi,
Ogier’snew team-mate] and
we are also committed todoall
thenecessary development —
everythinghasbeenincluded
inour budget for next year. We

will develop whatisnecessary
according to what we will decide
with them. Ourfirsttest [in
Portugal] was a working session
tohave somefirst guidelines
shared between us.”

Budar admitted he was delighted
tosee Ogierback intheteam,
adding: “It’'saverynice feeling
and alsoafriendly feeling
because Seb was quitein the
family already. Very quickly we
could see this feeling was very
nice with all of the team. He knows
afew peopleinthe team already
from hisfirst periodin Citroen.
Thefeeling was asif he was at
home andit’s very nice to see
him back athome, it’slike that.”

Citroen upheat despite funding blow

Citroen Racing team principal
Pierre Budar hasexplained
the reason for the loss of
AbuDhabiRacingand the
implication for his Versailles-
based teamnext season.

Wheninitial images emerged
from Sebastien Ogier’sfirst test
ina C3 WRClast week, there
was anticipation thatthe Abu
Dhabideal was still on—the
stickers were still on the side
of the car. By the afternoon,
the deal was off. And so were
the stickers.

Budarsaid: “Therelationship
stopped after six years because
AbuDhabi Racingand its
government have todo some
studyingon whatis goingon
intheirinvestment. After the
resultin Spain, wehad some
hope thatitwonld continue, /
but alsoSheikh Khalid [Al r

Qassimi] letusknowthatit | % 5

was possihle it would stop.
“The mainimpact
forus will becn the

Budar:two cars ¥
onlyin2019

number of cars werunin 2019.
Without the partnership of
AbuDhabi, it will be more
difficult tohave a third car.
Sofar we can only confirm
two carsfor Citroen Racing.
Itwasaconditiontohavea
partnership with Abu Dhabi
to getathird car, so yesit will
be much more complicated to
getthat [third] car unless we
getanother partner.”

Budar added that there was
every possibility AbuDhabi
would be back with Citroen,
followingits evaluation, in 2020.

Mads Ostberg, who stepped
intoreplace Kris Meeke who
was sacked by the Frenchfirm
after the Rally of Portugal
inMay, said theloss of the

Citroen’sthird car had ended
hishopes of stayingin the
WRCnextyear.

Hesaid: “Withno
third car,mylast option
foraWRC contract
- disappeared.I'm
reallysorry and

B disappointed

85 rightnow. Ifelt

Ogier was pleased after
maiden run in the Citroen

AbuDhabibacking willnot be on the C3 cars this term

of course, wheremy heartlies.

“Now it’s timeto getback
tothe drawingboard, finding
away tofight my way back.I'm
notdone beingarally driver.”

Citroen’sother drivers
Sebastien Loeb and Craig
Breen are both workingto
find other options toremain
inthe WRC next season.

For further details of their
efforts—together with afull
analysis of implications for
theloss of Citroen’s third car—
seeanalysis, page 14.

athome with theteam and
happy with the way we were
movingforwardasateam.”
Ostbergis well acquainted
with the tribulations of the
WRC driver market, having
been forced tositoutlarge parts
of last season having been
dropped by the M-Sport World
Rally Team at the end of 2016.
“It’stime to buckle up and
fightback,” said Ostberg.
“I'vedoneitbeforeandIcando
itagain! I’'m open for different
possibilities, but WRCis,
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F1 ROUND-UP

Midfield podiums
Formula 1 sporting boss Ross
Brawn says it is “unacceptable”
that midfield teams have only
scored two podiums between
them since the start of 2017.
Sergio Perez bagged third place
for Force Indiain this season’s
Azerbaijan Grand Prix, one year
after Lance Stroll scored the
same result for Williams at the
same race. “Two podiums from
atotal of 123 [across the two
seasons] is unacceptable,
especially when it comes with
an ever increasing technical
and financial divide,” said
Brawn. “It’s a problem we are
tackling together with the FIA
and the teams, because the
future of Formula 1 depends on
it. There are various solutions
on the table and we must all
acceptthat we can’tgo on like
this for too much longer.”

Hamilton’s crash
Lewis Hamilton took partina
Superbike trackday at Jerez last
Saturday, suffering a small crashin
the process. Hamilton wasriding a
Yamaha YZF-R1, the same bike
used in the World Superbike
championship by the works-backed
Crescent team this year. Italian outlet
Gazzetta dello Sportreported the
Mercedes F1 driver worked with
Crescent during the test, which was
organised by British trackday firm
No Limits. His day was hampered by
asmall crash, but he escaped the
incident without any injuries, and
was able to continue riding afterwards.

Vettel can improve
Sebastian Vettel admits he

was not “at the top of my game”
in F1 this season at times, but
knows where he and Ferrari
need to improve for2019. He
said: “Naturally, the year I've
had, | don’t think I ever have
any problems raising my hand if
I made a mistake. I think | know
what I need to do. Certainly,
here and there, looking back]
haven’tbeen at the top of my
game. So, | look at myself

first, 1 think I can be better

than | was at times this year.”

Kimiback at Sauber
Kimi Raikkonen returned to the
wheel of a Sauber F1 car for the first
time in 17 years last week. Ahead of
his move to the team for the 2019
season, the Finn tested with Sauber
on the first day of the tyre test in Abu
Dhabi. It was his first experience of
Sauber's current set-up after he last
raced for the team backin 2001. His
day ended early with an unspecified
technical problem and he was 11th
fastest of the 12 driversto setatime
on the opening day. Carlos Sainz Jr
was another driver to have a first run
with their new team, and he said he
has “a lot of information to analyse”
after his McLaren debut.
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Valtteri Bottas has vowed to
adopt a “drive like I stole it”
attitude nextyear as he fights
for his Mercedes future aftera
difficult2018 Formula 1 season.

Havingended this year withouta
win, Bottas has openly admitted that
the season just gone has been hismost
disappointingin grand prix racing.

With Esteban Ocon waitingin the
wingsat Mercedes asitsreserve,
Bottas—whose current contract
only covers 2019-says his plan for
nextyearistogoonanall-outattack
toprove how good heis.

“This sportisfunny, you never
know what happensin thefuture,”

OWSTOADOPT.DRIVE
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hesaid. “ButIthink theright mentality
formetoapproachnextyearislikel
havenothingtolose.

“Ijustwantto goforitanddrive
likeIstoleit,likeit’smylastrace,last
dayever. That’sagood plan.”

Bottas won threeracesin hisfirst
season with Mercedesin 2017, but
although this year was worse in terms
of results, and he only finished fifth in
thefinal standings, heis certain his
form improved and he was closer to title-
winning team-mate Lewis Hamilton.

“What we’ve analysed asateamand
what we spoke about with the guysis
qualifying pace andrace pace, compared
tomy team-mate, has been better this
year on average, which is positive, but
theresultshaven’t,” Bottas said.

“Weneed to analyse why the results
weren’t there. Obviously sometimes
it was unlucky, sometimes were
differentreasons.

“ButIthink performance-wise this
year was better, but results-wise last
year was better.”

Bottasremainsadamanthehasthe
speed and potential to beat Hamilton.

“In thissport, when you’re kind of
sometimes thinking of yourself, you're
thinkingall kinds of different things,”
said Bottas.

“Themain thingisalwaysthe
thought thatI've gottobethe
strongest, andI've never told myself
thatI’'mnot good enough todothis.

“EventhoughIfeel disappointed
fortheseason, I knowthatIcando

B Finn was only fifth
in final standings

much more than what this season
proves, andthatisthemainthing.”
Mercedes boss Toto Wolff says
Bottas wantsto “disappear” back
home for the winterto helprecover
from his disappointing campaign.
“Hesaid tomethat hejust wantsto
disappear back home, recharge the
battery,” said Wolff. “Forget, recover
andrecuperate, and then come back
nextyear.Ithasjustbeenverylong.
canunderstand hisfrustrations.”
Wolff believes that Bottas’s seasonfell
apartonceitbecame clearthathe was
nolonger in championship contention.
“Speaking with the drivers, once the
championship opportunity hasbeen
taken away, thereisadrop,” he said.
“AndIthink we’ve seen that this year.”

Stroll will drive for his father’s team

Stroll finally confirmed hut Racing Point name due to change hefore season

TheRacing Pointnameisnota

permanent new title for the former Force

Indiateam and will change before the
start of the 2019 Formula 1 season.

The provisional entry list for the 2019
F1 World Championshiplists the team
and chassis name as Racing Point, but
thatisjustatemporary measureasthe
Silverstone outfit makes the transition
fromitsformeridentity as Force India.

Theteam was originally rebranded as
RacingPoint Force India followinga
takeover by a consortiumled by Lance
Stroll’sfather, Lawrence.

Williams driver Stroll has been linked
with amovetothe team and this was

finally confirmed last week, meaning the

whole 2019 grid hasnow been decided.
“I'mpleased that we canfinally

confirm Lance’sarrival torace alongside

Sergionext year,” said team principal
Otmar Szafhauer. “It gives us an exciting
line-up with the perfect blend of youth,
talent, and experience.

“Lanceis only 20 and already has two
years of Formula 1 experience under his
belt, aswell asapodium finishand a
front-row start.”

Stroll had hisfirst experience with the
teaminthe AbuDhabi tyre testlast week.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ) > ) @MNmotorsport
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SCHUMACHER MOVES T0.FORMULATZW]

Ticktum: No F2 but will do winter series for Superlicence points

Formula 3 European champion
Mick Schumacher will graduate

because I want tofurtherimprove
my technical experience and driving

points behind his champion ART
team-mate Anthoine Hubert.

toFormula2next year with skills,” said Schumacher. Hewill bejoined at ART by Nyck Red Bull Formula 1 junior Zealand-based Toyota Super Formula, he said
PremaRacing. “Forme,itwasvery cleartogo de Vries, back for his third season Dan Ticktum will not Racing Series that takes he will race in whichever
The 19-year-old took eight wins into Formula 2 with Prema. inthe category, and Schumacher compete in Formula 2 place from January winter series does not
andafurthersixpodiumsonhisway  “Ican’tthankthe Premafamily will be partnered by the returning full-time next year, but 10-February 10. conflict with Super
- tohisfirstmajortitlethisseasonin  enoughfor what we achieved Sean Gelael. sayshe willraceina Ticktum believes the Formula testing. “It’sa
European F3with PremaRacing’s togetherasateam, especially Allfourdrivers wereinaction winter series to boost his same amount will be choice between TRS and
' sister outfit Prema Powerteam. this year, how we continued to atthepost-season F2testin Abu FIA Superlicence points. offered for the Asian F3 Asian F3,” Ticktum told
Schumacher attended the F2 developtogether.” Dhabilast week, with Carlin Ticktum, who won the winter series (January MN. “Iwilllook todo

whichever doesn’t clash
with any Super Formula
commitments.

“My Super Formula

Macau Grand Prix for a
second time last month, is
five points short of the 40
required to competein F1.

seasonfinalein AbuDhabi, and
tested with Prema at the Yas
Marina circuit from Thursday
toSaturdaylast week.

GP3runner-up Nikita Mazepin
will also stepup to F2next year
withthe ART Grand Prix team.

The 19-year-old Russian, whohas

driver Louis Deletraz topping

thefirstand third day of testing

onthe Yas Marina circuit.
Onthesecond day, GP3 graduate

11-February 24), although
the final number will be
confirmed after the FIA’s
World Motor Sport Council

“I'mreallylooking forward to served asdevelopmentdriverforthe andCharouzRacing System driver Seven Superlicence meeting in St Petersburg dealisn’t confirmed
contesting my next season with RacingPoint ForceIndia Formulal JuanManuel Correadenied points are offered to the today (Wednesday). and signed yet, it’s just
Premain FIA Formula2-alogical team, won fourracesin hisdebut Schumacher the top spot with winner and five to the With Ticktumnow all-but looking very likely I’l1
steponmy sportingpathinmy view, GP3campaignandfinished 16 alast-gasplap. runner-up of the New confirmed to compete in be doing that.”

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

NASCAR Chevrolet... Toyotais
preparing to race on in the World
. Endurance Championship in the
2019/20 season that starts next
: September. The Japanese
manufacturer has yet to officially
: confirmthat it will compete in the
: first season of the WEC run to
: the ‘winter-series' format, but the
3 Toyota Motorsport GmbH squad
: in Cologne is readying itself for

: champion,waskilledina

: helicoptercrash last month
. inthe Dominican Republic.

: The 28-year-old Frenchman,
: who was the younger brother
: of Champ Carrace winner

: Nelson Philippe, died along
: with their grandfather and

: three othersincluding the

: pilot, a lieutenant colonel

: inthe Dominican Air Force.

: further 10 reserves announced
: onMarch 1... Ex-Formula 1 driver
: Rubens Barrichello’s son Eduardo
: willrace inthe 2019 USF2000

: Championship. The younger

: Barrichello, 17, will drive for Miller

: Vinatieri Motorsports in atwo-car

: team alongside Jack William Miller,
: son of former Indycar driver Dr

¢ JackMiller... Richard Philippe,

: the 2005 Formula BMW USA

¢ another assault with the TS050

: HYBRID in expectation of an

¢ imminent decision... The entry
: listfor nextyear’s Le Mans 24
: Hours will be revealed in two
. stages. The first 50 cars on

: the 60-strong entry for the

: 87th running of Le Mans on

: June 16/17 will be unveiled

: onFebruary 11, with an

: additional10carsand a

Seven-time NASCAR champion
Jimmie Johnson and two-time
Formula 1 champion Fernando
Alonso drove each other’s cars
last week in Bahrain during
the JIxALO’ car swap. Alonso
alsogotabriefruninthe2013
Mercedes-powered MP4-28
before handing it overto
Johnson, as Alonso switched
tothe 2018 road course

Formula 2 runner-up Rowland

Rowland replaces
Albon in Formula E

Oliver Rowland has been signed
toreplace Formula 1-bound
Alexander Albon inthe Nissan
e.dams ABB FIA Formula E team.
Rowland, who was Charles
Leclerc’smainrival for the 2017
Formula2title, will replace
Albon, who had been expected to
race alongside Sebastien Buemi
atNissanin FE’s2018/19 season

Alonso hack to Daytona 24 Hours with Wayne Taylor Racing team

Ex-Formula 1 drivers Fernando
Alonso and Kamui Kobayashi
will race in the 2019 Daytona

24 Hours with the IMSA

500 with McLaren. “Imade
my debut this year bothin
enduranceraces and with
these sportscar prototypes,

this year resulted in a 38th
place finish after mechanical
issues, driving for the United
Autosports squadin a prelude

SportsCar Championship tohis ongoing WEC season as well as on thistrack. before he became afrontrunner
Wayne Taylor Racing squad. that has already yielded a “Iwasleft wanting much forthe 2019 Toro Rosso drive
Alonso and Toyota World Le Mans 24 Hours win and more after abrakeissue alongside Daniil Kvyat.
Endurance Championship the championshiplead. ended our hopes of stepping Rowland alsoreplaced Albon for
team-mate Kobayashi will “Tam very happy about onthepodium. thefinal day of the FE pre-season

join full-time drivers Renger joining the Konica Minolta “After anintense yearin which testat Valenciain October.

van der Zarde and Jordan
Taylorinthe WTR #10
Cadillac DPi-V.R for the

Cadillac team and Wayne
Taylor Racingtorace together
attheRolex 24 At Daytona,”

I've competed in both Formula 1
and the WEC, I’'mreally looking
forward to 2019 and attempting

“The Formula E championship
features some of the best drivers
inthe world, andit’san honour

pIN A )
Alonso (1) and Kobayashi will team-up for Daytona 24 Hours

2019 IMSA curtainraiser.
Alonso’sfirst visit to Daytona

said Alonso, who will also
race atthe 2019 Indianapolis

to conquer one of the most
importantracesinthe world.”

tobe selected by Nissan e.dams
torepresentthemin seasonfive,”
said Rowland.

W Series attracts 55 contenders for maiden season, including Garcia, Jorda, Chadwick and Moore, who will vie for 18 spots on grid next year

Theall-female W Serieshas
released alist of 55 contenders
for aspotonthe 18-driver grid for
itsinaugural campaignin 2019.
The championship, backed by
thelikes of grand prix winner
David Coulthard and Formula 1

BMW-backed former Red Bull
junior Beitske Visser, ex-Renault
Sport Academy driver Marta
Garcia, former Lotus F1 tester
Carmen Jordaand British GT
classchampion Jamie Chadwick
areamong the highest-profile

namesin theinitial roster.

Other British driverson thelist
are Britcar champion Sarah Moore,
Carrera Cupracer Esmee Hawkey,
2010 Formula Renault BARC
champion Alice Powell and Mini
Challengedriver Jessica Hawkins.

DTM, and use F3-specification

Tatuus T-318 machinery.
Theorganisers say they have

been contacted by “morethan

100 applicants from 30 countries

around the world”, from which the

current ‘long-list’ was selected.

technical chief Adrian Newey,
was announced in October with
a$1.5million [£1.1million] prize
fund and nobudget requirements
from prospective participants.
Itissettobeheld over six rounds
in 2019, runningin support of the

“Wearethrilled but perhapsnot
surprised by theresponse,” series
CEO Catherine Bond Muirsaid.

“Eventoday thereisamassive
genderimbalance in motorsport
and W Seriesismakingthefirst
steptocorrectthat.
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Fortec’s Brazilian

Brazilian karter Roberto Faria has been
announced as Fortec Motorsports’s first
driver for British Formula 4 next season.
He graduates into single-seaters having
achieved domestic and European
success in karts. “This yearwill be a
massive learning curve for Roberto,
butlam confident he will mature into

a competitive driver challenging for

the podium and, with hard work and
determination, a strong contender
forthe Rookie Cup,” said Fortec

team manager Ollie Dutton.

Kell to Ginetta GT4

Mazda MX-5 Super Series racer James Kell
will make the switch to the Ginetta GT4
Supercup next season. The 21-year-old
became aregular top six finisher in his second
year of car racing this term and will now
compete with the frontrunning Rob Boston
Racing squad in the Ginetta category.

Mustang entry planned
for British GT in 2019

The Multimatic squad that
masterminds Ford’s World Endurance
Championshipassaultis planninga
British GT campaign in 2019.
Multimatic Motorsport, whichraces
under the Ganassibannerinthe GTE
Proclassof the WEC, expectstorun
the Ford Mustangit has developed
forthe GT4 categoryin the British GT
Championship’s secondary class next
year. A pair of cars would be run from its
workshops near Silverstone with long-
time Multimatic drivers Billy Johnson
and Scott Maxwell as part of theline-up.
Multimaticracingboss Larry Holt
explained that he wanted to compete
with the Mustang GT4in Britaintotry
toboost sales of the carin Europe.
“We’ve sold around 40 cars, butnot
many in Europe and only oneinthe UK,
sowewantto getthe car outthereto
show it off,” he said. “We sold the car
in the UK after we came up with the
plan, but we’re pushing on with it
because we like goingracing.”
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Austin took Alfa to
two podiums in '18

HMS RACING WITHDRAWS.

FROM 2019 BTGC SEASON

Alfa Romeo Giulietta will be missing from the grid next year

By Matt James

The HMS Racing British Touring
Car Championship team will sit
out the 2019 campaign, but plans
to return to the category in 2020.
The Swindon-based team ran Rob
Austinin an Alfa Romeo Giulietta
in 2018 but, due to “several factors”,
the squad will now take a sabbatical.
ItsTOCA BTCClicenceisonloan
to Motorbase Performance for
next season.
Team principal Simon Belcher said:
“We are beyond disappointed HMS

Racing will not be on the BTCC grid
next year after five years of continual
progression. Very unfortunately, we
have had hurdles placed in front of

us which we simply can’t overcome in
the timeframe to meet the registration
deadline [December1].”

Austin added: “Thisisheart-
breakingnews, we worked so hard to
bringthe Alfa Romeotothe BTCC grid
and we worked through the tough
period of development that’srequired
with anew car. We felt we were making
progressand, with a solid winter
testing programme, believe we would

have enjoyed a strong 2019.

“Asateamwedid all we could
and working for Simon and the HMS
Racingteamfor thelast three years
has been an absolute pleasure, I would
like to thank them for all their hard
work and support. It’squitelatein
the day, sol amnot sure what 2019
holdsformeasadriver.”

Handy Motorsport, which became
HMS Racingin 2018, was formed by
Belcher when he wasracing himself.
Belcher contested Legends and three
years of the Renault UK Clio Cup
before switchingto the British

Touring Car Championshipin 2014.
He was 28th in the standingsin 2015.

Austin joined theteamin 2016
takingover the controls of the
Toyota Avensis, which was initially
overseen by Speedworks Motorsport.

However, the team branched out
onitsownin 2017 and Austin won
thefinal round of that year’s contest
for the team.

HMS Racingbuilt the new Alfa
Romeo Giulietta for 2018. Austin
scored two podiums in the Italian
hatchback onhisway to 14th in
the standings.
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BTCC announces 30 cars set to be on grid next year

Thirty cars will appear on the British
Touring Car Championship grid in 2019
as series bosses maintain their plan of
tryingtoreduce the size of the entry list.
Asalterations have happenedin team
ownership over the course of the closed
season, series director Alan Gow has
managed toretaintwo TOCABTCC
Licences (TBL). These will be kept back
by him-and he said that he did not want
toallocate them “despitereceiving
serious applications from no fewer than
three new teams wishing to participate

intheforthcoming campaign”.
Theteamsneed the TBLs to compete,
and they stipulateanumber of demands
such as guaranteed appearances
ateachround and alimited number
of driver swaps duringthe course
of the 30-race season.
Teams will announce driver
line-ups and details of their carsand
sponsorship agreements for 2019 over
the coming weeks, priorto therelease
of thefinalised entrylist, settobe
distributed in March.

LICENCES

Aiden Moffat Racing

AmD/Cobra Exhausts

AmD/Trade Price Cars

BTC Racing

Ciceley Motorsport

Excelr8 Motorsport

Motorbase Performance

Power Maxed Racing

Simpson Racing

Speedworks Motorsport

Team Parker Racing

Team BMR

Team Dynamics

Team Hard

(AMIENI T B B B Y (A TR TR CR (R G) B

West Surrey Racing

*including one TBL onloan from HMS Racing

Johnson splits from Rohinson, as 0’Brien joins Balfe

Former British GT4 champion Graham
Johnson hasre-signed with Balfe
MotorsporttodriveaMcLaren 570S GT4
next year and will be joined by McLaren
Driver Development Programme
graduate Michael O’Brien, after splitting
with long-time co-driver Mike Robinson.
Johnson and Robinson hadraced
together inendurancekartingeventsin
the early 2000s and competed in British
GT'since 2015, winning the '16title
outright before adding the Pro-Am crown
in’17. But, after atrying season that
yielded only one win at Brands Hatch,
Johnson told MNit was time for a change.
“I'would be surprisedif wedidn’tteam
upagaininthefuture, we’re great friends
and we have fun racing together, but at
some point you have to set yourself new
challenges,” Johnson explained.
“I'vegottolearn how towork
with someone new, I've worked
solong with Mike that to work
with someoneelseisgoingtobea
real challenge, butit’s genuinely
excitingtopartner with Mclaren

and work with one of theirrisingstars.”

Historic Formula Ford graduate
O’Brien moves acrossfrom Tolman
Motorsport, where hefinished third
in his debut season with fellow Silver-
graded driver Charlie Fagg.

Inaddition to the Pro-Amtitle, O’Brien
istargeting anotherrun at the outright
championship, havingmissed out by
justtwo points to Jack Mitchell.

“Comingso close this year was very
disappointing, so hopefully we can go
those couple of places better next
season,” O’Brien said.

“It’snicetohave the continuity of
comingback to the same championship
and the samecar, so hopefully I can start

where Ileft off.”
Johnson will
drive McLaren

HAVERSHA

CAPITAL

Specialist finance solutions throughout the motorsport industry.
Helping your team build a competitive and successful future.

' 03333 447488

>< info@havcap.co.uk
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Fiesta drivers in
Ginetta GTS move

Fiestafrontrunners Danny
Harrison and Josh Steed
will graduate with Mutation
Motorsporttothe Ginetta
GT5 Challenge next season,
racingunder the Altima
Academy banner.

Steed, who was third in
thisyear’s Fiesta Junior
Championship, tested a
Ginetta G40 at Bedford
Autodromelastmonth
with coachingfrom British
GT4racewinner David
Pittard. Multiple Fiesta
Championshiprace winner
Harrisonisalsosettohavea
runintherear-wheel-drive
machine imminently.

The Altima Academy has
been formed by Mutation
boss Greg Mcilwraith and
Antony Weeks, who will drive
athird G40inthe Am class
having contested some Castle
Combe Saloon and Hot Hatch
racesinaPeugeot 106 this year.

“Antonylikes theidea of
promoting talent rather
thanbudget,” said
Mcilwraith. “He’s working
with metofind the funding.
We’re tryingto goagainst
the grain and do something
aboutall those talented
driversthatare outthere
who don’t have the funding.

“The GT5 Challengeis
thestrongestgridinthe
UK, competition-wise, soif
you want to prove yourself
and getontheladderto
somethingbig, that’s
where you’ve gottobe.”

The team plans to compete
in another Ginetta series too.

Harvey is stepping down

Meyrick to head up

SuperStars scheme

Sportscarregular Andy
Meyrick will take over as
director of the British Racing
Drivers’ Club’s SuperStars
programme from Tim Harvey.
Meyrickisaformer member of
the scheme and will take the place
of Harvey —who hasbeen part
of the programme for 11 years.
Formula 2 champion George
Russell and runner-up Lando
Norrisarethelatest of five
SuperStarstograduatetoF1
under Harvey’s watch.
“Timhasdoneanincredible
jobturningitinto whatitis
today,” said Meyrick. “Drivers
wanttobea SuperStarandall the
members wear the badge with
pride.IwasaRising Star and then
a SuperStar solcannot waitto
carry onthe work Timhasdone.”
Harvey added: “SuperStarshas
beenabigpart of mylifeforthe
past1lyearsandissomething
of whichIamimmensely proud.
Duetomy commitmentstothe
programmeithasmeantthatl
havenothad timetopursuea
number of other projects and with
two SuperStarsmovinginto F1 next
seasonitseemslikeagood time
for me topassthe batonto Andy.”
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Four, races for Mlm // Bacmg Club at Thruxtnn asd part of speclal calendar

ir-

The Mini Se7en and Mini
Miglia categories will support
the British Touring Car
Championship at Thruxton
nextyear as part of aspecial
calendar to celebrate 60
years of Mini.

Both Mini 7Racing Club
categories will get two
races around the Hampshire
circuit at the first of two
BTCC visits over the May
18/19 weekend and are set to
benefit fromlive or delayed-
as-live TV coverage.

The club’s 2019 schedule
alsoincludesits popular visit
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to Zandvoort for the British
Race Festivalin July, a
return tothe MG Live event
at Silverstone and being
part of arevamped Mini
Festival at Brands Hatch.

The BTCC supportslotisa
major coup asit’snotsince the
Super Touring Car Challenge
appeared at Rockinghamin
2015 that there’sbeena ‘club’
racing category guesting
alongside the UK’s premier
series. It’sarisen asboth the
Renault UK Clio Cup and
Porsche Carrera Cup GB are
skippingthat meeting.

The two Mini categories
provided some dramatic
racing at the Thruxton 50th
anniversary meeting this
year and Mini 7 Racing Club
commercial manager Colin
Peacock is excited toreturn.

“The club’s been going for
52 years andit’sthe 60th year
of Mininext year so we have
put together abit of a special
calendar,” he said. “It wasn’t
easy todoit with Rockingham
closingdown. We are very
lucky that Alan Gow [BTCC
series director], Dunlop and
BARC have given usa helping

hand tobe with the touring
cars at Thruxton. We do put on
some greatracing there and we
arereally excited about that.

“Wefeelit’san honour
and recognition of the grids
we’ve had over the years. It’s
areal breakthrough for usat
the club in terms of attracting
members. It’s very exciting
and we’relooking forward
tobelive on television.

“MG Liveisabigevent and
we haven’t been there for
about 20 years so we’ve got
somereally good events. Last
year we had some good grids

The Ginetta 24-hour prologue

GINETTA PROLOGUE ENTRY EXPIINDEb

All G40s will be able to enter

has been opened up to all G40
competitorsrather than just
those with G40 Cup cars.

MNreported last week that
want2race was organising the
non-competitive event at the
Guadix circuit in March next
year butit has been decided
that Ginetta Junior and GT5
Challenge-spec cars will also
be eligible.

“Originally it was goingto be
one class only but it makes sense
for it to be open to everyone and
be quiteinclusive,” said organiser
Ben Hyland. “We wouldn’t want
toexclude anyone —becauseit’s

_ BTCC package

and took nearly 60 to Brands
Hatch for the Mini Festival.

“We’re also thrilled to go
back to Croft. It’salong way
butit’s a cracking circuit.”

Aswell as the main seven-
event schedule for the
championships, a winter
seriesisalsoplanned.

“We are doinga winter
challenge startingin March
at Silverstone for the first
two rounds and the last three
rounds at Brands Hatchin
November which againis
about getting more people
ontrack,” Peacock added. *
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thefirst time we havenoidea if

it will be more popular with

Juniors, GT5 or G40 Cup drivers.”
Astheeventisnotarace, under

16s are allowed to participate too

giving them a unique opportunity

to be part of an endurance event.
“It’sa competitive test but

there will be prizes for doing the

mostlaps,” explained Hyland.

“It’saprologue test soit’snot

rununder aracelicence—we

are governed by the circuit and

our insurers and ourselves as

to how we form the event.”
Thereis space for 20 teams of

between three and six drivers

totake part.

Gooding joins Mini Challenge JCW grid with the title-winning Jamsport squad after successful Fiesta spell

Mini Challenge JCW title-winning
team Jamsport’s 2019 line-up will
include Harry Gooding, with
whom ithashadavery successful
relationshipin Ford Fiestas.
Jamsport claimed the Mini
Challenge crown with Ant
Whorton-Eales this year and
ran Goodingtoaclasstitlein

the British Racing and Sports
Car Club’s Fiesta Championship,
having previously won the Fiesta
Junior title with him in 2016.
Goodingtested an ex-Louis
Doyle Mini JCW run by the team
at Donington Park last month.
“It’'sabitdifferenttowhatI've
beenusedtobutit wasareally

greatexperience,” said Gooding, 16.

“They areabit of ahandful,
especially through the Craner
Curves. You wanttopushitto
itslimitsand have those sorts
of sideways momentstoknow
how the carreacts whenit’s
been pushedtoofar.”

Gooding, whomissed outon

theoverall Fiesta titleat thefinal
round, intendsto testat each Mini
Challenge venue over the winter.

“You’ve gottobeprepared,” he
said. “It’sabitof astep upfrom
whatI'vebeenusedtosoI’'ve got
tostepeverythingup andjust
work abitharderforit.”

Gooding will be joined onthe grid

by Volkswagen Racing Cup driver
Matt Wilson. The 23-year-old was
third in the standings and will race
with new team JWB Motorsport.
JacMaybin will also compete
intheseriesagainnext year
afterfinishingeighthinthe
seriesthis season and will
remain with the Excelr8 squad.




' FERODO'

RACING

BAFANCED BRAKING PEREORMANC
All the way to the APEX

/"
[) ECELERATION

/‘
M ODULATION

i S ———— |

__'-“—-

THE DRIVER'S
PAD

FERODO RACING BRAKE PAD‘S’

developed and engineered to perform in all four phases of the braklng event.

-".

In addition to the bite and deceleration expected
from a world class race pad, Ferodo pads offer

the superior modulation and instantaneous release
for maximum exit speeds.

© MOGUL www.ferwracing.com

Circuit Supplies (UK) Ltd, Unit 8, Eden Court,

Eden Way, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 4FY SELECTED RANGE NOW AVAILABLE
Tel: 01525 385 888 » Fax: 01525 385 898 THERMALLY BEDDED
info@circuitsupplies.com

www.circuitsupplies.com




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018 9

» N,
ATT

PIGKUPS TO
SE MALLORY

Photos: Mick Walker, Steve Jones, Richard Styles, BigImage

Rookies get to grips

By Stephen Lickorish with BRDC British F3 car

promotetheeventsand
we’rehopingtobringin

Pickup Truck Racing otherproductssoitends British Formula4race winner
issettoreturntothe upbeingawhole day [of Paavo Tonteri wasjust one of
Mallory Park Oval next entertainment]. It won’tjust several drivers to get their first
year after Motorsport beaclubbieracemeeting taste of BRDC British Formula3
UKhasgranteda with trucksontheoval.” machinery last week at Silverstone.
licence for the circuit Motorsport UK has Tonteri tested with Double R, who

heraced forin British F4 this season
and which won the 2018 British F3
drivers’title with Linus Lundqvist.

tobe used again.
The Mallory Oval was
lastused by Pickupsin 2005

granted Mallory thelicence
toreopentheoval -butitis
only the Pickups that will

and hassincehaditslicence be allowed to compete on Reigning ADAC Formula 4
taken away. But, with itin2019and they won’t champion Lirim Zendeli was also
Rockingham closing, the runintheanti-clockwise testing with Fortec Motorsports, but
serieshas worked with direction asthey have won’'tracein the seriesnext year.
circuit officials totry and previously. The UK “He wasjustlearning the circuit
gettheoval backin use. motorsport governing for FTA Formula 3next year,” said
> Ovalracinghasbeenan body hasalso placed Richard Dutton, team principal
] T k t d I b M t t ” K importantpartof thePickup  conditionson thelicence. at Fortec.
r a c g r a” e ’ c en c e y 0 0’ sp ar championship anditwas The Pickups will be one “Hewasvery quick though and
- . the only category touse of three seriesHoward’s it’sashame [he won’'t beracingin
—— the Rockingham Ovalin SHP concern willrun theseriesnextyear].”
- recent years.Itnowhas nextseason. The British Fortecalsotested IMSA Prototype
twomeetings scheduled at Automobile Racing Club Challenge champion and Pro
Mallorynextyearandseries = hashanded SHP athree- Mazda Series driver Kris Wright.
boss Sonny Howardhopesto  year contracttooperate Elsewhere, Chris Dittmann
add moreinfuture seasons. theIntermarque i Racingranrecent Formula Ford
“With the demise of championship—-which 1600 race winner Tommy Foster,
Rockingham, everybody Howard hasrenamed while Carlin tested Kaylen
said it would be the end of Super Silhouettes for 2019. Frederick, who finished sixth
Pickupracingbutthatis “Super Silhouettes came g in this season’s USF2000 series.
notthe case,” said Howard. aboutbecause BARCHQ =

“After Rockingham
[closing] we want Pickups
tostill putonashow. Weare
goingback toracingon the

took back the permit for it o
thatwasheld fromtheSouth |
Eastern Centre,” explained s
Howard. “Atthe sametime

circuitsagain and we’'ve the driversapproached
got sixrounds with the usbecause they felt SHP
British Truck Racing notonly understood the
Championship. ButI product, we understood the
believe theicingonthe mentality of thedrivers.It’s
cakeisthereturnto ourintentiontomakeitinto
Mallory Park’s Oval. anational championshipas
“Twenty-two yearsago opposed toonethat wasin
that was where Pickups the south east of England.” Moore won Endurance overall title
started racingunder Thefinal partof the -
Eurocar. It will keep that so-called ‘Power of Ghamplon Moore returns
partof the series going Three’isanew seriesfor = = =
andthat’simportant it American-style Sprint to B“tcar WIth TﬂCleth
makes Pickups unique. racers, which Howard Reigning Britcar Endurance
“We'regoingtotryand says was originally designed champion Sarah Moore has
makethose eventsinto with the Rockingham Oval confirmed she will return to
k R~ » something special and will inmind buthasnow been defend her crown next season.
| work with Mallory Park to adapted forregular tracks. ! Moorebecame the first female to

Oval last

e 7 win the title after racing a Ginetta
used in 2005 gL ; — "

G50 run by her family team
Tockwith Motorsport alongside
rookie Matt Greenwood, who
also became the youngest driver
to win the Britcar crown.

She will return to the series
alongside Moh Ritson, who has

e .

— s
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Lundqvist impresses on GP3 debut and eyes FIA F3 move in 2019

Reigning BRDC British for-2019 FIA Formula 3 pace compared to the rest of contested the Junior Saloon Car
Formula 3 champion Linus Championship—amerger thefield. Championship this term in his
Lundgvist experienced hisfirst  of GP3and European F3. “Ithink theaimistobein FTA first season of carracing.

taste of GP3 machinery last

week at the series’ official post-

season testin Abu Dhabi.
The Swede, who claimed
seven wins this season, took
partintwo days of driving
with Campos Racing ahead

“Every timeIwentintothe
carllearntsomethingnew
and left [after] the two days
very happy,” said Lundqvist,
who finished third fastest on
the second day of running at
the Yas Marina circuit.

F3[next year], it’s one of the

possibilities we’relookinginto.
Also testing GP3 machinery

was former British F3 driver
Ben Hingeley with Jenzer

”»

Motorsport and Max Fewtrell,

reigning Renault Eurocup

“I’'m goingtobeback in Britcar,
probably in the same car and
hopefully we can win it again. That
would benice,” said Moore, whose
last title was the Ginetta Junior
Championshipin 2009. “I think it
will be alittle bit more difficult next

Test took place in Abu Dhabiwith Campos Racing season, I guess the only way we can

goisbackwards.”

of apossible move to the new- “Asabonus we had good champion, with ART.

Rushworth moves
to VW Racing Cup

Two one-hour race format for Britcar

Theformat of the Britcar said championship
Endurance Championship co-ordinator Claire Hedley. Reigning 750 Motor Club Hot
will changenext year asthe “We plantohaveacheaper Hatch Class A champion Ben

Rushworth willmove into the
VW Racing Cup next season
with Power Maxed Racing.
Rushworth, who also won the
MG Metro Cup titlein 2016, will
drivea VW Polointhe series
and willhavehisfirsttestinthe = )
car this Sunday at Silverstone. s s ' : = = e e
“Tobehonestit[VW Racing 750MC Class A title went to Rushworth in Honda Integra
Cup]wasn’tonmyradaratall,
Ididn’thaveany planstodoit,”
said Rushworth, whoraceda
HondaIntegra DC2this year.
“Iwanted to defend the [Hot
Hatch] titlebutIdidn’t want
todefend thetitleina
seriesthatmighthavehada

seriesrevertstotwoone-hour
racesonaweekend.

Two 50-minuteracesfor
the Sprint Championship
and one 50-minute plusone
two-hourraceforthe
Endurance Championship
hasbeen the formatforthe
pasttwoseasons.

Butfollowinga consultation
with teams and drivers, this
will be changed to two one-
hourraces (held on the same
day) perround with justone
overall titleupfor grabs.

“Britcar hasbeenlistening
towhat the customer wants,”

price-per-minute of racing, it
would belessthan this year.

“We want tomake sure we’re
offering a better package.”

Theprovisional eight-
round calendar consists of
Silverstone—onboththe
International and Grand
Prixlayout-Donington
Park, Snetterton, Oulton
Park, as well as two visits
toBrands Hatch.

Thefinal round will be at
Brandsforthe Intothe Night
Racesacrosstwodays, with the
finalrace on Sundaylasting
twohoursinstead of one.

ey e

Days and Power Maxed were
thereandIstarted havinga
nosey around the Polo.
“Thecarisn’tas competitive
asthe Scirocco or the Golf so
thefirst step will be to get the
cartothatlevel.”

downturn[in gridnumbers].
“I’d been working with the

people at the 750 Motor

Clubtobringin somesort

of balance of performance,

reverse grids or weight

ballast.Iwas at Motorsport

Britcarhaslistenedtoitsteams and drivers




Driven does more, with less

Independent testing reveals Driven Racing Oils
provides more horsepower with less wear

Detailed surface measurements and used oil analysis
results all confirm the Driven system of lubricants
reduces wear by 76%, provides 2% more horsepower
and lowers temperatures by 11°C compared to
conventional, high zinc racing oils.
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Developed for and used by NASCAR champions Joe
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‘Goodwood’s

Procar plan’

HISTORICS

JEZ ROGERS

British Historic Rally
Championship co-driver
Age: 39 Lives: Bridgnorth

He followed hisdad

“l grew up when my dad Peter
was sprinting and hillclimbing
inaMorgan +8 and | did a bit of
motocross whenlwasalad.|
didmyfirstroadrallyat 16 asa
co-driverand whenlwas 171
borrowed my sister's Austin Metro
to do the Starlight Road Rally and
came 10th overall. Itold herlwas
going bowling for the night. | got
away with it until the proofs of the
photographs came through just
addressedtoJ Rogers, whichis
the same initial as my sister, and
thenlhad some explaining to do.”

Hedidwellina 205

“After that | built a Peugeot 205
forthe 205 Challenge and came
second overallin 2005. | went to
Sweden as the prize and thenran
out of money. I did abit of rallying
with various people and then

| co-drove for Alan Walker when
he started in historicsin 201 2.
We won the Welsh Historic
Championship. Then Alan was
having a break and another
co-driver, Pete Cotton, suggested
my name to Simon Webster.”

There’saplanfor2019

“l already knew Simon and it has
gone really well. We've now done
three seasons and the pace is really
good. Itis working well and we
want to continue it next year, with
afullassault onthe BHRC and
the Roger Albert Clark Rally. We
finished fifth on the 2017 rally and
I did it with Alanin 2015 when his
engine blew up on the first day.”

He’salsodriving

“I've also started doing speed
eventsina\Westfieldand I'm
planning to do the Midland and
Westfield Championships next
season, although BHRC dates will
take priority. It should be a pretty
full season. I love driving but stage
rallying is just too expensive for me.
Even club level rallying has got silly.
My 205 probably cost me £10,000
all-in, but it wouldn't be competitive
now. | doall the work on the
Westfield myself.”

He enjoys the BHRC
“There’'s been areally good
atmosphere inthe BHRC this
yearand everyone was willing

to help each otherand it’s been
agreat craic. Away from motorsport
I'm a project managerin the
construction industry and spend
alot of time walking my Labrador.”
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By Paul Lawrence

eight-minutelead overthe

sweep of the podium when

the eight-day New Zealand

Silver Fern Rally finished

in Rotorua on Saturday.
Robinson and Collis set the

pace from the start of the 800-

. stagemilerally and were able

toeasetheir pace overthelast

twodays havingestablished an

- e 3 .
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- Matthew Robinson and Sam
- Collisled home a British clean

similar Ford Escort Mk2
of Roger Chilman and Max
Freeman. Into third overall
came Simon Tysoe and Paul
Morrisin their Escort Mk2.
However, it was not always
straightforward for Robinson
andonthethird day he was
caught out by atightening
right-hander and plunged off
theroad. They were helped by
afarmerbutneeded anengine

BMW Mls recalled, below

Photos: Silver Fern Rally, Paul Lawrence

ROBINSON ONJOPIN,
SILVER FERN/RA

Bnts o the fore on elght dayiNewXealand classic event,

i = e

changeattheend of theday.
Thefollowing car of local driver
Shane Murland went off at
the samepointand narrowly
missed Robinson’s carjustas
Colliswasaboutto get out.
Chilman wentaheadbuta
broken halfshaft on day five cost
him achance of victory. He was
towed out of the stageand the
delay handed abiglead back to
Robinson, which henursed over
theclosing stages of theepicrally.

More FZ races planned

LY,
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Robinson overcame
a mid-rally accident

“That’s some achievement
after eight daysof rallyingand
it’sabove and beyond what we
thought we’ddo,” said an elated
Robinson. Chilman added:
“I'mdelighted togettothe
finish: wehad alotof fun.”

Makingit five British crews
inthetop seven were Andrew
Siddall/Alex Leein fifth
and Phil Squires/Nigel
Hutchinson in seventh,
despite amid-rally roll.

Expanded Historic F2 calendar for 2019 features six weekends

The Historic Sports Car Club has
announced an extended calendar
in 2019 for the Historic Formula 2
FIA International Series, with an
increasefrom five tosix double-
headerrace weekends following
the addition of the Silverstone

Classictothe calendar.
Hockenheim, Brands Hatch
GP, Magny-Cours, Zandvoort
and Dijon are all on the schedule
toplace Historic F2 at significant
historicracingfestivalsacross
Europe. In 2018, 50 drivers took

partintheseason andthatnumber
issetto grow furtherin 2019.
Grahame White of the HSCC
said: “We asked the competitors
aboutaddinga sixthrace weekend
and the supportfor an expanded
calendar was unanimous.”

BMW M1 Procars to he reunited at Goodwood

The40th anniversary of the
spectacular BMW M1 Procar
Championship will bemarked
by high-speed demonstrations
atthe 77th Goodwood Members’
Meetingon April 5/6.

A collection of the mighty
470bhp one-makerace cars
will be ahighlight of the event
anditishopedthatsomedrivers
fromthe 1979 and 1980 Procar
championships will be on hand.

The category ranfortwo

seasons asaone-make support
seriestothe Europeanrounds
of the F1 World Championship
asmany of the F1 drivers
competedinidentical BMW M1
coupes. Niki Lauda and Nelson
Piquet were the two champions.

Will Kinsman from Goodwood
said: “Thesefabulouscarsare
seldom seen on track together,
sowe areincredibly excited to
havetheminactionatthe77th
Members’ Meeting.”

Leus Formula Ford returns to track action

After an absence of three
decades, arare Zeus Formula
Ford 1600 returned toracing
during the recent Walter
Hayes Trophy.

The Zeus design was the
work of race engineer Peter
Sneller and he was there to
oversee the run for the car
now used in sprints and
hillclimbs by Russell Haynes.

Formula Junior racer Mark
Haynes, father of Russell,

owns three examples of the
Zeus design from the early
1980s. Haynes senior rebuilt
the car with support from
Sneller and it was entrusted to
Classic F3racer Gaius Ghinn
foritsracingreturn as Sneller
also prepares Ghinn’s title-
winning Ralt RT3.

Ghinn took the distinctive
square-bodied machine to
fourth placein the Pre’82
final at Silverstone.

Historic Sporting Trials to encourage rookies with new initiative

Newcomers to Historic
Sporting Trials are being

HSTA events that covers entry

fees, car preparation and

“Drivers with little or

no experience will be able to

Woe for the Welsh
Welshmen Ken Davies and Alan
Jones were on target for a top
10 finish on Silver Fern Rally in
New Zealand until they rolled
their Ford Escort Mk1 out of the
eight-day rally halfway through
the final day. More usually seen
in aVolvo Amazon, they made
their New Zealand debutina
local car hired for the event.

LeJog starts

The annual Land’s End to John
O'Groats Reliability Trial will
start from Land’s End at 0730hrs
on Friday morning. The HERO-
organised classic rally is widely
regarded as one of the toughest
on the calendar and the first car
is due to reach John O'Groats at
1000hrs on Tuesday. A field of 70
cars will set off from Cornwall.

Walker’s return
Over seven months afteritwas
badly damaged on the Pirelli
Rally, the Ford Escort Mk2 of
Alan Walker and John Connor
will return to competition on
Saturday’s Grizedale Stages.
The car has been extensively
rebuilt after rolling and later
being hit by another car. The
Grizedale run is a shakedown
ahead of aBHRC campaign
in2019.

Chris Martyn

Former sportscar racerand BRDC
life member Chris Martyn died in
November at the age of 82. Martyn
started racingin 1957 and raced
forabout eight years in national
and international sports carraces,
notably with the Fitzwilliam MGA
team and the Dick Jacobs MG
Midgets. He contested the
Nurburgring 1000kms six times

in arow, taking a Midget to 13th
overallin 1963.

Lees topsVSCC

The Vintage Sports Car Club
has appointed Jenny Lees as
club president with immediate
effect and she takes over from
Geoff Smith who has retired
from therole. Lees will serve
atleast until the club’s AGM

in 2020. The VSCC is Britain’s
prime organiser for awide
range of competition for
Pre-War cars, including
racing, speed events, trials,
autotests and rallies.

Safari entry open
Entries have now opened for the
2019 East African Safari Classic
Rally, which will be the ninth running
of the world’s most demanding
historic rally. The event will run from
November 27 to December 6 2019,
covering long and challenging
competitive sections on roads that
remain open to local residents.

The £26,000 entry fee includes sea
freight for the car and hotel rooms.

Hodgson’s outing
More normally seen sitting
alongside Stuart Egglestone
in a Ford Escort Mk2, BHRC
champion co-driver Brian
Hodgson will takeon a
different challenge this
weekend when he contests

offered an ‘arrive and drive’
package from £500 per day
by trials ace Ian Wright.

The multiple trials champion
has put together a package for

benefit from their knowledge
and have a mentor on hand for
the whole day,” said Wright,
who will supply a Ford-engined
Cannon from his base in Kent.

delivery and an experienced
driver to act as a tutor and
passenger for the day. Packages
will be tailored to the driver’s
level of experience.

LeJog with David Martinina
Volvo 142. They are tackling
the classic rally to support
charities including Papyrus,
which raises funds to help
prevent young suicide.

IAN FLUX GETS BACK INTO A FORMULA ATLANTIC ) 2 OPAGE25
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Citroen has ruled out
running a third car

10TORSPORT FUTURE

Out-of-work French legend looking at job options for 2019 season

By David Evans

Sebastien Loeb is heading
into a newseason withouta
Peugeot-Citroen agreement
forthe firsttime in almost
two decades.

Confirmation that Citroen
will only run two cars (see page 14)
inthe World Rally Championship
allied toPeugeot’s departurefrom
World Rallycross means thenine-
time championis withouta
full-timedrivein 2019. Loeb has
been employed by the PSA Group
every year since 1999.

Loebtold MNheisopento offers
forthe comingyear and said he
wouldn’trule anythingout.

Loebsaid: “Atthemoment, I
havenothingandIamopento
discussions with any teamin any
discipline. It’shard because of the
latenews from World Rallycross
about Peugeot stopping—-Iwas
100 per cent concentrated on that,
butnowIhavetofind another
drive. There are talks with some
manufacturers about some
things, butnothingisdoneand
everythingispossible.”

Loeb contested a three-event
WRC programme with Citroen
aspartof awider PSA Group
contract, which encompassed

Peugeot has quitWRX for2019

his participation with Peugeot
in World RX, in 2018.

“Atthemoment my contract
with PSA endsattheend of
December,” Loebsaid. “For
nextseason,nothingisdone
andIamfreefornextyear.”

Loeb’sonly commitmentin
2019isDakar, where he will
competeinaPeugeot 3008DKR
with the PH Sportteam.

With two seasons of World
Touring Car Championship
experience under his belt,
there’sthe potential for areturn
toracing—possibly with hisown
Sebastien Loeb Racing squad.
Butit’srallycross andrallying
whichremain Loeb’s passion.

After winning Rally of Spain,
Citroen’sonly WRC success of
the season, Loeb talked of how
comfortable he’dfeltback in the
sport where he started his career.

“Rallyingis what brought me
tomotorsport,” hesaid, “it’sthe
discipline whereIfeel mostat
home and abletoenjoy [it].1
know this sport.Idon’t want to
come back full-time, I know the
reasons why I wanted to stop [in
the WRC] and these stay the same,
butit would be interestingto
think about some morerallies.”

Loeb’shopes of remaining
in World Rallycrosslook to be
fadingashetriestosource
backingtoland Peugeot’s 208
WRXsforhisteamtorun.

“Iwould say thisis very far away
now,” said Loeb. “The cost torent
themistoohighforme.lamtrying
tofind somebackersand we
needalotof sponsors, butatthe
momentit’snotlookingso good.
I'mstillfighting, butlet’ssee.”

Loebadmitted WRX remained
an attractive option for next year
and, if an electric solution could
befound, for the future.

“Thisis whatIam working
for [to continuein WRX],” said
Loeb. “What made Peugeot retire
[from WRX]wasthe decision
nottogoforelectric, thiswasa
major problem for them and
now for me. Compared with
othermotorsports, RXisnotso
expensive for the manufacturers,

but the showis good for the

spectatorsattheeventsandonTV.

“Look at Formula E, the show
isnotsogood, butithasgood
promotion andit’sexcitingfor
themanufacturers. But when
youseeitonTV,it’snotasnice
asRX could be.

“But we don’t have the promotion.

In France,[WRX]isnotreally
ontelevision, people don’t know
aboutit.Imeet peoplein airports,
inthestreetand theysay: ‘Oh,
how are you? How are you
enjoyingretirement? Don’t you
missthedriving?’ Isay: ‘Butlam
competingin World Rallycross...’
and they knownothingabout this.
“Weneed toimprove the
communication. Forme, we
needtomakeitmorelikean
American show, itneedsmore
atmosphere-weneed tomake
peopletalk about the sportmore.”
Moreimmediately, Loeb
said costsneeded to be cut for
nextseason, starting with
anll-roundcalendar which
featuresfourlong-haulraces.
“It[the 2019 World RX season]
will befor privateers, so for
2019, the most direct solution
istoreduce the costsand one
way todothisis with the
calendar,” Loebadded.

M-Sport still
looking at Loeh

As Colin Clark’s analysis
of the driver market
highlights (see page 14),
Sebastien Loeb has been
projected into the thick
of the fight for the few
remaining 2019 World
Rally Championship
seats —but there’s one
man who would very
much like to replace one
Sebastien with another.

While Hyundai must
be a possibility for Loeb,
Malcolm Wilson has
told MN he would love to
replace the word Ogier
with Loeb on the side of
his factory Ford Fiesta
WRC for next season.

M-Sport team
principal Wilson is
working on finding a
solution toremain in the
WRC following Ogier’s
departure for Citroen —
and the Cumbrian said
he would very much
like to see Loeb as part
of that future.

“I’ve always been a
very big fan of both

Wilsonis a bigLoeb fan

Sebastiens,” said Wilson.
“We’ve worked with
one and that went very
well, so we’ve got to have
a go at getting the other
[Sebastien]. You know
Itried to get him before
and I would love to work
with Sebastien [Loeb].
“Inlight of the way
things have worked
out, it’s time to give
him a call and see if we
can finish a deal we first
worked on a few years
ago. Be great, wouldn’t
it, to see him in one of
our cars... but we’ve
got to make the budget
work first. Getting the
budget sorted to stay
inthe WRCis the first
priority and that’s what
we’re working on now.”
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. KalleRovanperafeelshe could
beready tostepintoafull-time
World Rally Car seat thistime
nextyear—and Skodaisready
torelease him from his contract
tomakethatmove.

There’s strong speculation
that Rovanpera’s manager
Timo Jouhkialready hasthe
18-year-old’s future tied down
inalong-term agreement with
another of hisformer drivers,
Toyota GazooRacingteam
principal Tommi Makinen.

Both Jari-Matti Latvalaand
Kris Meeke were given single-
season agreementsfor 2019, with
one of them widely expected
tostep asidefor Rovanpera.

The son of one-time world rally
winner Harriremains a Skoda
factory driver for a second
seasoninsuccession next
year, contestingas many WRC
rounds as possible. When he’s
notdrivinga works FabiaR5,
Rovanpera will use a private car
run by Toni Gardemeister’s team.

Rovanpera:back th Skoda

Rovanperatold MN: “Iwon’t
do any national ralliesnext year,
justthe world championshipand
the events whichIdon’tdowith
the [factory]team,if Thaven’t
already done them, thenIwill
try todothem with the private
car. Next yearisaboutthe
experienceforme.

“Itdepends how nextyear
goes, but afterthatIthinkIcan
beready if we getthat experience
and the speedis good.

“If Idrive two years or three
yearsin WRC2,Idon’t mind.

‘Rockingham’s final
competitive event’

King wins circuit send off, pl1

&7

I'mnotinsuchahurry.”
Butneitherishefocusedon
the WRC2title.
“WRC2titleisnot whatit’s
aboutforme,” hesaid. “It’snot
likeI'm goingthere tochase
forthetitle. It’sabout the
experiencefor therallies for me
and tomake myself better and
make myself really fast.”
Skoda team manager Pavel
Hortek confirmed the door
could be opened ahead of his
contractexpiring, if Rovanpera
isready tostepuptoa World
Rally Car afternext year.
“Icantell you we havealong-
term agreement with Kalle,”
said Hortek. “Butlike you saw
with Juho [Hanninen]and
Esapekka [Lappi] we have
never broken the opportunity
forayoungdriver when he
cametousandsaid: ‘Guys,
Thavethe proposaltogohigher’.
Wenever stopped them.
“Kalleisatalented young
guy and we wait for his future.”

Tidemand aims
for graduation

Pontus Tidemand has
turned down another
season with Skoda
Motorsportinaneffortto
drivehis careerforwards
toasustained World Rally
Car programme.

The Swede, who has

‘ won the WRC2and Asia

Pacific titles with the Czech

manufacturerin his four
yearsinafactory FabiaR5,
admitted remaining
alongside A
Jan Kopecky
andKalle -
Rovanpera t"—
for2019 ._‘w’
would have \ *ﬁ% > '
" beenthe iy
easy option.
Tidemand (above) told

MN: “Thave been here for
four years, they offer me
onemore year,sowehad
achancetostay here, but
the yearsareflyingnow.
I'm28soonandif Iwantto
becomea WRC driver then
Ineedtodosomething
else. We are working on
some opportunitiestodo
somethingina World Rally
Car, [Rally] Sweden would
alwaysbeawishandthat’s
certainly one of the events
whereIthink we could
makearesult. Formy
career thetime hascome
formetomoveon.”

Ahead of hisdeparture
Tidemand praised his
team-mate Rovanpera’s
speed, saying: “Watch
this guy. Honestly, heis
something special. We
didn’t see anythinglike him
before. Helearns so quick
andfinds speed quickly.”

-

o

Marshall has a new job

The World Rally Championship’s
worst-kept secret was delivered
earlier this week, when Seb
Marshall was confirmed as
Kris Meeke’s new co-driver at
Toyota Gazoo Racing.

Marshall, who moves to
Toyota after four years with
Hyundai, admitted the decision
tojump ship wasatoughone.
He will replace Meeke’s former
co-driver Paul Nagle alongside
the NorthernIrishmanina

Yaris WRCnext season.
“Ireally had tothink about this
one,” said Marshall. “Hayden
and I’ have only worked together
sincelast year, butin the short
time we’ve achieved a great deal
and my time with him hasbeen
my most successful in the sport,
with stage wins and podiums.
I'llnever forget those moments
or Hayden and thefantastic
team at HyundaiI'mleaving.
“But this opportunity with

Marshall swaps to Toyota team to line up alongside Meeke

KriswasonelfeltIreally
couldn’tignore. I know Paul
hasleft some very big shoes
formetofill, but 'm hugely
excited about the year ahead
with Toyota Gazoo Racingand
my firsteverfull seasonin the
World Rally Championship.”

Marshall and Meeke will
work togetherinarally car
for thefirsttime when they
begin their pre-Monte Carlo
Rally testingnext week.

Rossi against Suninen for Monza glory

Valentino Rossi will chasea
seventh Monza Rally Show
victory attheltalian circuit
this weekend —-buthe will face
strong competition from
M-Sport Ford World Rally
Team driver Teemu Suninen.
The Finnis competing at
Monza for thefirsttime and
will take time toacquaint
himself with the stages, using
every possibleiteration of the
track close to Milan. MotoGP
star Rossiis, however,aMonza
expert. Nobody hasmore wins
atthe end-of-season spectacle
and the Italian took his first
successaboard a Ford Focus
RSWRC12yearsago.

He and Suninen will drive
Fiesta WRCs this weekend.

Theevent starts on Friday
afternoon andfinishes after
nine stages (including two
runs-oneinthedarkon
Saturday evening-ata
27-mile Grand Prix stage)
and closeto 100 stage miles
around the circuitanditslink
roads atlunchtime on Sunday.
@ Priortothestartof the Monza
Rally Show, all four WRC
manufacturers will display
their current World Rally Cars
in Piazza del Duomo, inthe
centre of Milan in an effort
towiden mainland Italian
appreciation of the WRC.

Oliver Solberg came within an ace of beating

his three-time world champion father Petter at
Saturday’s Gymkhana Grid event in South Africa.
With an engine fault aboard his Citroen XsaraWRC,
the 17-year-old might have edged hisVolkswagen
Polo R Supercar-driving dad. Double WRX champion
Johan Kristoffersson won the event. Naturally.
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“Loeb Is now
a genuinely
free agent”

ighteen-year-olds don’t
scare easily. Especially not
18-year-olds who spend their
working life throwing rally
cars between the trees at
100mph... and theirhome life
doing pretty much the same on a quadbike,
skidoo or jet-ski, depending on the season.

Butin one sentence I'd managed to frighten the
life out of Kalle Rovanpera. I'd asked him if he had
much to say on stage at Skoda Motorsport's
annual press conference in Prague last week.

“No,” he said, cautiously.

Ireplied that | was mildy surprised.

“Why?" he said, “what have you heard? | don't
have to talk,do|?

Briefly, | was tempted to push this one further,
but that would have been unkind. | put him out of
his misery.

He grinned and laughed the laugh of a deeply
relieved man. Boy”? Man? Youngster?

Teenager? Teenager.

“Idon't like that sort of thing so much,” he said.
“Actually, days like today are the hardest part of
the job. | prefer to drive the car.”

Seeing Rovanpera walk through the lobby of one
of Prague’s fancier hotels, he absolutely had the
look of aman who longed to be elsewhere. Ideally,
behind the wheel of a car. Any car. Anywhere.

Asyou'llread later in this issue, Skoda's end-of-
season presser also tied in with the opening of its
all-new motorsport facility in Mlada Boleslav. lt's a
pretty impressive place and a clear statement of
intent that the Czech firm has along-term future in
rallying, which is very, very good news.

Which brings me on to another conversation with
anotherrally driver | had last week. This one, it’s fair
to say, is at the other end of his time in the sport.
With nine titles and 79 wins, there's not much left
for Sebastien Loeb to achieve in world rallying. And
he's been pretty relaxed about that. Until now.

It's that thing about having something and not
really wanting it, then not having it and really wanting
it. It happens to me alot with chocolate biscuits.
When they're in the house or the office I'm not
bothered about them. But the minute there aren't
any, | would walk over hot coals for a chocolate-
coated digestive and actually risk incarceration
to getto amilk chocolate Hobnob. It's the same for
Loeb, except it'srally cars he's craving now.

I must admit, | was always fairly sure Citroen would
sort him out with something. | know there was all that
stuff about Sebastien Ogier not wanting part-timers
back, and there was speculation about contract
clauses to that effect, but still, a Seb-Seb line-up
forthe redsin, forexample, Corsica would surely
be too good an opportunity to miss out on.

Butit's really not going to happen now. Loeb
might actually have run his final race with Citroen —
and potentially his last world championship outing.
And that makes me sad. The story he provided in
Salou was one of the highlights of the season and
Just having the world’s fastest Alsatian back where
he belongs was something special. | can’t believe,
now he’'s agenuinely free agent for the firsttime in
20 years, nobody can find ahome forthe WRC's
very own living legend.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Citroen will slim down
to two cars for 2019

HOW.

14 DECEMBER 5 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

BY COLIN
CLARK

&

HE

T
Jﬂ[)

ntil Thursday last
week Craig Breen,
Mads Ostbergand
Sebastien Loeb
were all vying for
athird Citroen C3
WRC. A day later,
the seathad gone. Along with Abu
Dhabi, Citroen’s principal backer
forthelast six seasons.

Now what?

With six-time World Rally champion
Sebastien Ogier onboard and the
charismatic and mercurial Esapekka
Lappiinthe second seat, all appeared to
beheading towards afull assault on both
championships with afull complement of
drivers. Butnope, that’snot happening.

Now I’'m sure we’ll eventually hear
thereasons why, butformeit’sallalittle
baffling. Sources within the Abu Dhabi
camp areindicatingthesplitisonlya
temporary one, they’ll be back in 2020
and that’s even more confusing. Why
take a year out when you have the best
chance of glory for years?

What does that decision meanforthe
driver market? The competition forthe
one or possibly two seatsremainingjust
gotawholelot more intense.

Breen, Ostberg, Hayden Paddon and
Elfyn Evansareall staringataclimb
upthe most precipitousrock face
imaginable. How any of them find
away tothetop, 'mreally notsure.

The one who might yethave a choice
of seatsis Loeb.

BeforeRally of Spain,Ithoughtthe
highestlevelinthe WRC, where you're
capable of fightingregularly for wins,
had moved beyond the reach of
Loeb. Salou changed all that. He’slost
none of his speed, ability, reactions or

y I

guile. The wealth of experiences he’s
banked in a decade of dominanceis
asrelevant today asit was six seasons ago.

He’sacontender.

Andthat’stheimportant thing. If, as
he’ssaid, he only wantsto do apart-time
programme, say sixrallies, then he will
almost certainly be capable of winning
any of those events. And that’s the big
difference. Our other four, highly capable,
highly skilled and highly motivated pilots
justaren’tatthatlevel. Yes, Ostberghas
won, as has Evans and Paddon, but they
arefarfromregular contendersforthe
podium’s top step.

Breenisstill on the upward curve and
hasn’treached his peak yet. Whether
he’sallowed to determine just how high
that peak mightbeis yettobeseen.

Loeb offersthat tantalising prospect of
taking the fight to our WRCelite of Ogier,
Ott Tanak, Kris Meeke, Jari-Matti Latvala
and Thierry Neuville. Let’sfaceit, Meeke
isonly at Toyota because he offers exactly
the same possibilities. He can win any rally.
When you comelookingfor aseattoany
team, thatline on your CV can’tbeignored.

Thatline could well be jumping out
at Hyundai chief Michel Nandan and
slapping him forcefully in theface.

Nandan and Hyundaineed Loeb.

They need titlesin 2019. Therumours
would suggest Hyundai Motorsport’s
managementis under the most
enormous pressure todeliver. Hyundai
haspoured many millions of Euros,
perhaps hundreds of millions over the
pastfive yearsintothe WRC project, and
it wants areturn onthatinvestment.

Untilafewdaysago,Nandanhada
very bigheadache: how do you change
the outcome with the sametools at
your disposal? Yes, we can expecta

WRC DRI\
ACHEDCRIS SPOINT

ars, the next few weeks are crucial for many
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fewupgradestothei20buteven with
thatinthe pipeline,’'m surehestill had
doubts. Many of them.
Neuvilleisthereal deal. He’s one of,
if notthe best driver, of his generation.
He’scomeclose tothe titlein the past
two seasons, very close this year. But
itwasn’tquiteenough. Hehad todrive
the wheels off hisi20justtostayin
contention. And when the stresses
started toshow, and the results started
tofalter, the supportjust wasn’t there.
What M-Sportand Ogier have shown
over the pasttwo seasonsisthe need for
focus. It’sfocus and support that win titles.
There are two ways your number one
driver can benefit from the support of his
team-mates. Oneis by histeam-mates
gettingin front of the opposition and
taking points off them, as Tanak did for
Ogierin2017. The otherisby dropping
behind the team leaderto give him the
odd point or, as we saw in Australia with
M-Sport, amore advantageousroad
position. Both scenarios work if you have
adefined team leader. Butclearly, the
stronger position is where top doghas
the support of one, orideally two team-
matesabletoscrapattheverytopand
take big points away fromrivals.
Andherein, perhaps, lies Hyundai’s
biggest problem.
In2017, Hyundai started with two
drivers, Paddon and Neuville. Both came

with the intention tobe drivers’ champion.

Clearly, that wasimpossible. There can be
only one winner. It was neither of them.
This year, same situation; two
driversboth wantingtitles. Thistime
it’s Andreas Mikkelsen and Neuville.
Again, it wasneither.
For 2019, my guessisthat Hyundaihas
learned from the past and willmake

Evans is
on the hunt
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Neuville the unequivocal number one
with a clear objective to win at all costs.

Who supports him? Mikkelsen has
won in the past but, just at thismoment,
helookstobealongway from aregular
winner. Paddon and Dani Sordo, you
could argue, arein a similar position.

Yes they can be consistent, but can they
be consistent challengers? I'mnot sure.

Loebisthat consistent challenger. If
Iwere NandanI'd be pullingoutall
the stopsto get the unemployed
Frenchman onboard.

Itlooksasif there’salready a plan
torotate three of the four contracted
Hyundaidrivers next year, soit’snot
such ahuge upheaval to makeitfour
drivers (Loeb, Paddon, Sordo and
Mikkelsen)rotating between 28 starts.

And what would that give Hyundai?

It would give them a second potential
winner onatleastsixevents.Idon’t
reckon Loeb wants to do too many more
than that. Andit gives the otherthree
drivers premiumroad position for the
gravelrallies, certainly inrelation to
Neuville’s probable opponents. You could
alsoarguethere’s potentialin this planto
secure maximum manufacturer points
and, as we know, that championshipis
often coveted more by the marques.

Ithink Loeb will have options. M-Sport
needsawinner almostasmuchas
Hyundai. Butit will come down to who
can offer Loeb what he wants and who can
reward him most generously for his efforts.

I’dlove nothingmore than to see one of
the younger drivers getting any available
seat, butreality surely says both Hyundai
and M-Sportneed a winner. And the only
one of our drive-less drivers showing
winning credentialsrightnowistheold
man of rallying: Loeb.

17(

Seb Loeb has shown h1s class

Neuville (r) needs support

Comprehensive motorsport insurance products to keep you on track;

8 WRYAN

@ Personal Accident
MOTORSPORT INSURANCE

@ Rally domage On Event
@ Accident damage On Track
@ Track day

Log on to fo obtain your online quote
Email — info@ryanmi.com Tel —+44 (0)1799 524202

Ryan Motorsport Insurance Limited is an appointed representative (557405) of Independent Broking Solutions Limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Its Financial Services Register number is 312026

@ Storage and Transit




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

8110

s
SH

10560
“PINCET

Thereturn of closed-road
motorsportin Scotland has
become morelikely after the
nation’s governmenthas
launched a phase which outlines
thelaw that could be passed.
The ‘consultation phase’isa
period where the government
invites the public tomakeits
thoughtsonabillknownandis
necessary for alllegislation.
Privatelegislation existsin
Scotland, which ishow the Mull
Rally and Jim Clark Rally were
abletorunfor somany years,
butunderthatbillinsuringthe
events hasbecomeimpossible.
InEngland and Wales, the
respective governments have
already passed thislegislation,
which devolves the decision on
whether an event can geta closed
road permit tothe governing
body —in this case Motorsport
UK-andthelocal authority
relevant tothe area of the event.
Ithasallowed the Tendring
and Clacton Rally in England
and WalesRally GB tomake

‘BTRDA Rallycross to

return to Knockhill’

Sporting Scene, p29
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use of closed-road stagesin
those countries.

The processin Scotland has
beendelayed. After deathson
the Snowman Rallyin 2013
and the Jim Clark Rally, afatal
accidentinquiry waslaunched
and wasn’tresolved until 2017,
delayingthestart of Scotland’s
attempts topush through the
same changeasmadein
England and Wales.

Cabinet Secretary for
Transport, Infrastructure
and Connectivity Michael
Matheson said: “Scotland has
alongand proud traditionin
the world of motorsportsand
werecognise theneed tobalance
economic benefits with safety
considerations—both for
spectators and participants.

“Followingthetragic
rallyingaccidents of recent
years, Scotland haslosttwo
major eventsfromits sporting
calendar and has been unable
tohost any motorsportson
closedpublicroads. Thisis

% Jim Clark Rally
s < had closed-roads

detrimental tolocal economies
and something which weare
seekingtoaddress. Wemust
be mindful that motorsports
canbedangerous and thatrisk
needstobe correctly assessed
andmanaged.

“Itisimportant thatthe
people whounderstand the
sportare putattheheartof this
assessment and alsotoensure
thatlocal knowledgeisfully
takenintoaccount. Thatis
why the Scottish Government
isseeking views on atwo-stage
authorisation process which
would allow decisionstobe
takenatalocallevel -
empowering communities
tohold events which benefit
thoselocations and beyond.”

The Kelso area, where the Jim
Clark Rally took place until 2014,
andtheIsle of Mull which held
aneventuntil 2016, have both
campaigned for thereturn of
those events for the hundreds
of thousands of poundsthey
bringtothelocal economies.

The power
is in your
hands

It’sbeen atricky time for Scottish
rallying without two of its best
andmosticoniceventsinthe Jim
Clark Rally and the Mull Rally.
With this consultation, we
havealegitimatefirst step
towards making these events
possible again, and that can only
beagood thing. Withlessons
hopefully learned from the
tragicevents of recent years—
the Jim Clark (2014) and Snowman ]
(2013) fatalities—the eventsare
ready and chomping at thebitto
comeback safer and stronger.
This consultation phase
will undoubtedly raise somein
protest of thebill, and thatis
why, if you want closed-road
motorsportin Scotland, you
mustrespond at the link below.
Rallyingispoorer without
thesetwoiconicevents, and the
legislation, if passed, would allow
eventsto pair stages together by
linking accessroads to create
longer stages. More fun for
competitors, less stress on
marshals, medical and other
volunteers. That’s a win-win.
Evenif youdon’t quite grasp
what the consultationisabout,
and you only take one thing
away from this page, letit be
this: If you want to see closed- |

road motorsportin Scotland,
respond to the consultation
below. There’sabluebox at
the bottom which says: ‘Give us
your views. Begin consultation’.
That’s where the path to closed-
road motorsportreturnbegins.
Jack Benyon
transport.gov.scot/consultation/
consultation-on-motorsports-on-
closed-public-roads/

E36s have successful Caribbean ries

Calls for drivers to sign up to new BMW Compact series

Ryan Championhascalled thisserieswillwinafunded winadriveinthe
for driversto enter anew triptoBarbadostocompete Caribbean.It’sunique.”
single-make championship inthefinal round of the The BimmaCup UK will
for the BMW Compact Caribbean counterpart. head tothe Jack Neal
whichis startinginthe UK “For arelatively small Memorial Rally at Blyton
next year, after competing investmenttheyarealotof inFebruary,followedby
in Barbadosin an E36 for funtodrive,” saidreigning  the Lookout Stages,
the first time last month. East African Safari Rally Abingdon Car-nival and
The BimmaCupisa winner Champion. Pendragon Stages.
Caribbean championship “Somebody can Interested competitors
whichhasover40 Compact potentially build one of should contact Rob Brook -
E36318tis, the organisersof these carsfor £5000, and Rob@RB-Motorsport.co.uk
whichhavenowlauncheda you’redoingasingle-venue —forregulationsand
UKvariant. The winnerof = based championship, and further details.

Two days for next year’s Guernsey Rally

Next year’s Guernsey Rally
willincorporate two days’
competition after organisers,
Guernsey Kart & Motor Club,
announced they have obtained
permission torun several
completely new stages.
Inaraftof changestowhat
isonly the second-ever stage
rally ontheisland, theroute
will include eight more stages
thanin 2018.
Additionally,amajor
revamp of the format means
the openingloop of tests will
takeplaceinthedark on Friday
February 22 followed by a
full day on Saturday 23.
Therally will consist of 24
stages, giving competitors

approximately 30 competitive
milesontheisland’s tight and
twisty lanes. The preciseroute
hasnot yet been published but
thefirstloop will run between
1800hrs and 2200hrs on the
Friday, before two further
sessionsindaylight on Saturday.
GK&MC chairman Karl
Marshall says 2018’s inaugural
rally was well received by
residents and competitors alike.
“Wearedelighted toreceive
somuch supportand thatthe
local authorities have given
permission forasecondrally
to goahead; we have been very
careful tofollow the correct
procedurestoobtainthe
necessary approvals,” he said.

Mini Tempest to make long-awaited return

One of the South East’s most
popular single venuerallies,
the Mini Tempest, will run
forthefirsttimeinadecadeon
December 29 and will use roads
at Deepcut Barracksin Surrey,
avenue new torallying.

The Sutton and Cheam
Motor Club-run asphalt event
was afavourite with clubman
competitors for over 20 years;
formerly based at Goodwood
and the Transport Research
laboratory at Crowthorne, it
lastranin 2009 at Longcross
Test Track near Camberley.

Ithasbeenresurrected as aone-
off event using Brunswick Road
and Pirbrightranges, which are
partof Princess Royal Barracks,
Deepcut. The Ministry of
Defence will close the Barracks

onJanuary12019and SCMC’s
website states: “We have a brief
window of opportunity to hold
what may prove to be the only
single-venuerally at the venue.”
Therally will consist of eight
short stages, giving competitors
about 24 competitive miles. It
will feature aformat - well-liked
by competitors—where cars
contestastagein aneast-west
direction before enteringa
holding control. They then
contest the same stage inreverse,
followed by a short service halt.
There will also be two special
awards for the leading driver and
co-driver using a Ford Escort.
These will honour Shawn Rayner
and Steve Dear, wholost their
livesin arally accident at
Bramley, Hampshire last year.

motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018 15

THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

* JOHN

FIFE

‘“Desperate
times call for -
bold ideas’
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he Scottish Motor Racing
Club has taken a bold step
with the appointmentofa
full-time commercial and
development manager. The
club has head-hunted Rory
Bryant from the newly created Scottish
Motor Sport organisation which is based
within Sport Scotland’s offices in Edinburgh.

Bryant has been with SMS since its inception
fouryears ago and has been the driving force
behind the adoption of new ideas and practices,
creating and initiating new developments,
generating promotional opportunities and
working directly with clubs, Sport Scotland,
the Scottish Government and Motorsport UK.

Infact it was an inspired move by a club like the
SMRC to make this approach and we all wish
Rory wellin his new post.

Thisis also a move which should inspire other
amateur organisations. MS UK has its own
commercial arm, International Motor Sports,
which organises and promotes Wales Rally GB
while pursuing other revenue generating
streams. The British Rally Championship also has
professional expertise at its helm while many other
championships like British Touring Cars allhave a
strong professional individual or group behind them.

And perhaps this idea should be explored and
considered by other events, championships and
some of the bigger clubs.

Given the everincreasing complexities of event
organisation, regulation and promotion these days,
many smaller clubs will get left behind. That means
there is a need for more clubs to work together to
assemble appropriate organising skills and man/
womanpower.

If the clubs think this is a step too far, how about
the Regional Associations adding this topic to
theiragendafor discussion at their next meeting?

Oddly enough thisidea was first mooted over 30
years ago when the Scottish Rally Championship
suggested that the two East and West Associations
of Scottish Car Clubs join together to appointa
full-time sports development and commercial
manager. Someone who could chase sponsorship
foralltypes of event and then promote and
publicise these events.

Sadly there wasllittle support for such abold idea
then, but perhaps the time is right for such anidea
to be considered more seriously once again. Bryant
willneed to be replaced at SMS to continue the work
he started and which s currently being carried on
alone by Gillian Sefton, SMS development officer.

Either, SMS could broaden its brief or the
Scottish Association of Motor Sport Clubs
could seek to appoint their own PR/promotional
professional to generate revenue streams.

The sport needs more than development and
promotion, it needs to attract more investment
from commercial sponsors/partners who in turn
willneed specialised support and advice to
generate ameasurable return.

Desperate times call for bold ideas.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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SEEDED ENTRY LIST

Grizedale Stages

NO| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER

CAR

1 | Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta RS
2 | Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson | Ford Fiesta RS WRC
3 | Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead Ford FiestaRS WRC
4 | Tom Preston/Carl Williamson Skoda Fabia R5
5 | Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subaru lmpreza
6 | Russ Thompson/Andrew Murphy | Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q
7 | John Wink/John Forrest Hyundaii20 R5
L 8 | Peter Stephenson/Patrick Walsh | Ford Focus WRCO06 Bt g W .
1 | 9 | Michael Binnie/Claire Mole Mitsubishi Lancer E9 o -
’ 10 | Alan Carmichael/Ivor Lamont Hyundaii20 R5 - “‘ﬂ' *‘“
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A right-hand-drive
120 will compete

ByJason Craig

The first Hyundai i20 R5
converted to right-hand drive
will break cover on this
weekend’s Grizedale Stages.

The carisowned by Philip Case
Rallysport—-the samebusinessthat
iscarryingoutthe conversion.

PCRSsaysit will be thefirsti20
inboth the UK and Ireland tobe
converted—apractice common
inIreland althoughit voidsthe
homologation of the car—and
itisinresponsetogrowing
customer demand.

Ballymoney’s Alan Carmichaelis

settosteerthe carontheloose surface

meeting alongside Ivor Lamont.

Carmichael’susual Mini John
Cooper Works WRCis currently
outof actionasitisundergoesa
completerebuild at Prodrive—a
processthat will not be completed
in time for December 8.

“Thatleft me with two options:
aleft-hand-drive R5or atwo-litre
Subaru Impreza World Rally Car—
butneitherreally appealed tome,”
said Carmichael. “It would have
meant me goingthere half-hearted,
sowhen the option of doingitina
right-hand-drivei20R5cameupI
immediately went forit.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Martin Walsh

FIRST RIGHT-HAND-DRIVE
HYUNDAI TO BREAK COVER

Garmichael plans togive i20 RS a debut on Grizedale Stages as Mini is rebuilt

“We will test the week of the
eventto getafeel forthecar,and
toseehow it behaveson gravel.
I'msureitisgoingtobealearning
processforeveryone, but PCRS
isaprofessional team. They know
the car well.

“I'mexcited tobeapartof the
project.It’sgreattoget the chance
todrive thefirstright-hand-drive
i20.Iwent to the Grizedale Stages
last year notreally knowing what
toexpectand I was pleased with
my pace and where I came. Fifth
overall wastheresultandI'dlike
tothink we could do thatagain.”

Carmichael will start the event
asthe 10th car ontheroad. Irish
Tarmacand Forest Rally champion
Josh Moffetthasputinalateentry
andissettodriveaFord FiestaR5
ascarnumberone.

Alsosettofight for victoryis
2017 BTRDA Gold Star champion
Stephen Petch and Peter Taylor
inapairof FiestaRS WRCs, 2017
Wales Rally GB National winner
Tom Preston and 2016 Scottish
Rally champion Jock Armstrong.

This Saturday’s event features 40
road milesin the Grizedale forest
andjust42roadmiles, makingita
stapleontherally calendar asthe
lastmajor gravel event of the year.
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Bogie to continue testing “incredible” Escort

Greer targeting more events in Sierra

Irish Tarmac and British Rally
Championshipregular Jonny
Greeristargetingmore events
inanewly-built Ford Sierra
Cosworth-hisfirstentryina
Historic class—afterfinishing
sixth onlast weekend’s
Killarney Historic Stages Rally.
Greer’sfather David—-head of
well known preparation firm
DGM -competedinasimilar
car briefly in the early 1990s,
and the carhasbeen liveried
in Q8 coloursasahomage to
Alex Fiorioand Francois
Delecour, who competed in
the WRCin a Sierrain period.
“We only finished the car
on Thursday night and Moll’s
Gap was thefirstreal test
and that was an eye opener,”
said Jonny Greer, co-driven

by Kirsty Riddick.

“Wehad afewnigglingissues
but that was to be expected,
everything else worked really
well whichisa great tribute to
the guysat DGM.

“Ifoundit very hard to get
my head around the braking,
Iwas probably braking too
early. On the high-speed
stuff the car doesn’t have
the same gripasthe R5
which takes getting used
to, especially with the notes,
youcan't carry the speed.”

Asfor another outing, he
added: “Ireally enjoyed and
it was a great experience
butIdon’t knowreally.

“Maybe my Dad will take me
out, butI would like to do some
more historic type events.”

—

Greer finished sixth on Killarney with Sierra Cosworth

Re
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Irishmanran as course car on Killarney until propshaft failure
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Breen enjoys driving Metro 6R4 for first time

CraigBreen said driving a Metro
6R4for thefirst time exceeded his
own expectationsatlast weekend’s
Killarney Historic Stages.

The Citroen driverran his
family-owned Metro as course
carontheevent, butheand
co-driver Paul Nagle, ended the
event disappointed following
propshaft failure on the second
runattheBallaghbeama test.

“Iremember standingatthe
side of theroad watchingmy
Dad come pastin one of these,”
hesaid, “sotofinally beon the
stage with somethinglike that
screamingaway behind me was
really something special. It was
far beyond what I expected.

“Totakeacarlikethatupthe
[Molls] Gap wasjustamazing.In
the end we only lost a couple of
stagesbecause of the prop, butthat
wasincredible. The car handled
well but, tobe honest, youdon’t
drive that car, yougotowar with
it,but what a way togo towar!”

Breennow turnshis attentions
tofindingafull-time seat for next
year’s World Rally Championship,
with his chancesof securinga
fourth season with Citroen
havingfaded following the
loss of AbuDhabibacking.

Breen’s best hopesnow remain
aseat with Hyundai or M-Sport—
negotiations with both are
understood to be ongoing.

David Bogie will increase testing
of hisnew “incredible” Ford
Escort Mk2, after suffering
reliability issues with the car
onitsdebutinKillarney.

The car suffered throttle motor
issuesduringtestingand it was
thisissuethat putthe 2011 British
Rally champion out of the Killarney
Historic Rally’s modern section.

Bogie will test before switching
back to hisregular Skoda Fabia
R5ready forthefirsteventof the
BRC, the Cambrian, in February.

“The caritself isincredible,”
said Bogie. “Unfortunately we’ve
had afewissuesintestingwhich
have cut things short. We went to
therally without the amount of
mileage we would have preferred.

“We’ll go away and do some
testingand developmentonitand
hopefully next timeI'll be there
orthereabouts. The plan was to
have the carready earlier and I
knew Killarney was thelast event
of the year and if we missed that,
we’d be out of the car some time.”

Tynemouth offers BTRDA Junior prizes

Legendary timing operation
Tynemouth Computer Services
turns40 years of agein 2019,
andto celebratefounder Martin
Liddle will supportthe BTRDA
Junior Rally Championship
with cash prizes.

Liddleand the BTRDA have
also been linked for 40 years
with Tynemouth taking care of
the series’ points and results.

Thefirst, second and third
driversinthe Junior series
will receive £150, £100 and £75,
respectively, on each event.
Co-drivers will be awarded

£75, £50 and £25, respectively.

Inamove whichis expected
tohelp support the revival of
the 1400 Championship next
year, Fuchs Lubricantshas
partnered with the class.

Seedingrules changes mid-
way through 2018 mean
organisersare able toposition
lower-powered cars at the front
of thefield toreceive better
conditions. Itishoped more
1400 entries willreturn to gravel
rallying after enoughlead-time
torejoinatthe Cambrian Rally
openerin February.

GALLAGHER AVOIDS THE DRAMA TO TAKE KILLARNEY MODIFIEDWIN Q> > D> PAGE17
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Gallagher survives high attrition rate to win
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Declan Gallagher and John
McCarthy (Toyota Starlet)
were impressive winners
of the Modified Section of

several of the top
contenders with Jonathan
Pringle clippingarock on
stage five, Ballaghbeama,

HYHOLDSL
THRILLING FINISH

the Killarney Historic which damaged the axle.
Stages Rally, with one David Bogie had travelled
minute and 40 seconds to from Scotland in anew

Escortandittook him a few
stagestoacclimatise but, as

he was getting closer to the

pace, athrottle motor failed

and sidelined him on stage

five as well. One stage later

and Gary Kiernan was

gone from third place with
enginemaladies. Gallagher’s #

spare over second-placed
Enda O’Brien/John Butler
(Ford Escort Mk2).
Gallagher survived a lurid
first stage spin on Moll’s
Gaptoputinanimpressive
performance as hisrivals
fell by the wayside over the
tough Kerry stages for his

second win on the event. lead was 28 seconds over
In damp and dark Armstrong, butitall

conditions it was Colin became academic on the

O’Donoghue, who had penultimate test when

borrowed his dad Kevin’s Armstrong’s Escort ground

BMW M3 for the weekend, toahalt. This pushed 4
that took the Killarney Gallagher’slead outto
braggingrights onthe 1m40s over O’Brien with

opening test, just 0.3 seconds
ahead of Rob Duggan (Ford
Escort MKk2). Duggan was
aiming for his third

~ successive win on the event

- andforcedthe paceover the
nexttwo stages tomove into
thelead asthe crews headed

one stage left, but this
was cancelled due =
todeteriorating conditions.

Kevin O’Driscoll

-y
Results
1 Declan Gallagher/John McCarthy (Toyota -
Starlet) 57m39.1s; 2 Enda 0'Brien/John

Butler (Ford Escort Mk2) +1m40.5s; 3 Martin
McGee/Denis 0’Mahony (Escort Mk2); 4 Colin

Murphy/Nestor
took narrow win

Championships: Irish Tarmac Historic Rally

Welsh favourite Phil Collins

was slowed by a small flock of

debutant Cathan McCourt,

. ) ) tothefirstservice. 0'Donoghue/ Eddie Doherty (BMW M3);
Killarney Historic Rally running out of sequence after running third on his maiden Williams got the better of Gallagher had moved 5 Raymond Conlon/Damien Fleming (Corolla);
By MartinWalsh hehad tosecure the battery, trip over the classic Killarney Davies to secure third ahead back to second place ahead 6 Richard/Brian Hamey (Escort Mk2); 7 Jason

- " had to contend with his Escort terrain fromfellow countryman  of Daniel Jones (Escort), Jonny of Chris Armstrong. Black/Karl Egan (Toyota Starlet); 8 Patrick
Organiser: Killarney and District Motor Club . . . McHugh/ Pauric 0’Donnell (Escort Mk2); 9
When: December 1 Where: Killamey, Co. Kerry popping out of second gear. Melvyn Evans (Escort), who Greer (Ford Sierra) and Escort Engine problems then John Deviin/John McCarthy (Escort MK2): 10

forced Duggan out on stage

Championship, PlasticBags.ie Southern 4 Historic Rally
Championship; Kingdom of Kerry Rally Championship.

who set thebest time onthe

(Opel Ascona) was 20.6 seconds

Stages: 8 Starters: 144.

further behind in third but then

Leading from the start,
reigning Irish Tarmac

lost significant time on the
second stage at Ballaghbeama
with a puncture. Murphy went

sheep on SS2, butretired on SS5
with transmission troubles.
Meanwhile, Escort pair Tomas
Daviesand local ace Ray Hilliard
were next in the classification.

four, the second run over

Stephen Bawn/Chris 0'Donnell (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Kevin Flanagan/Vanessa

final stage. Denis Cronin,
Hilliard and Barry Jones
completed thetop 10.
Results

Moll’s Gap, and Gallagher’s
lead over Armstrong stood
ateight seconds. The second
loop ended the hopes of

Hamilton (Austin Mini Cooper S); David
Fleming/ Kevin Doherty (Austin Mini); Tommy
McDonagh/ Paul Hickey (Escort Mk2); Lloyd
Hutchinson/Willie Fitzpatrick (Austin Mini);
Black/Egan; Conlon/ Fleming; 0'Brien/Butler.

1 Owen Murphy/Anthony Nestor (Talbot Sunbeam)
1h10m38.3s; 2 Mark Falvey/James 0'Brien (Ford
Escort RS1600) +1.1s; 3 Neil Williams/Anthony
0'Sullivan (Escort); 4 Tomas Davies/Shane Buckley
(Escort); 5 Daniel Jones/ Gerwyn Barry (Escort); 6
Jonathan Greer/Kirsty Riddick (Ford Sierra); 7
Cathan McCourt/Barry McNulty (Escort); 8 Denis
Cronin/Helen 0'Sullivan (Escort); 9 Ray Hilliard/
Conor Walsh (Escort RS1600); 10 Barry Jones/
Brian Quinlan (Escort).

Class winners: Greer/Riddick; Ray Cunningham/
Kevin Keane (Morris Mini Cooper S); Tom 0'Brien/
Scott 0’Brien (Austin Mini); Maurice Meskell/Stephen
Meskell (Ford Escort); Davies/ Buckley; Duncan
Williams/ Guy Weaver (Ford Escort); Jones/Barry;
Les Allfrey/Keith Fellowes (Peugeot 205 GTI).

13.7 seconds clear on SS2 but
Falveyresponded by clawing
five seconds back ontherun
through Caragh Lake.

Both their service crews were
busy; Murphy’s team fixed a
rear-axle mount that snapped
on SS2 and Falvey’s engineer
sorted amisfire. After slotting
intothird on SS2, Marty
McCormack retired his Escort
with an electrical glitch.

Williams therefore was

Historic Rally champion
Owen Murphy (Talbot
Sunbeam) survived a final-
stage blitz from the Ford
Escort Mk1 of Mark Falvey
to win the Killarney Historic
Rally by a mere 1.1 seconds.

Welsh ace Neil Williams
(Escort)wasaminuteand 50.5
seconds further adriftin third.

A9.6-second gain fromthe
iconic Moll’s Gap gave Murphy
the perfect startas Falvey,

Ontherepeat of theloop,
Falvey could only manage to
trim a second from the deficit
as Davies (Ford Escort) edged
out Williams for third.

Murphy looked home and
dry with a9.6-secondlead
after the penultimate stage
at Kilcummin, but Falvey’s
performance on the repeat
of the same stage almost
dislodged thelong-timeleader,
who hung on for afamous win.

Hat-trick goes to King/Miles at Rockingham

successful season by
taking victory in the final
round of the series, The
Eagle Rally. The pair
led throughout the event.

The win means that
Gilbey completes the
year with amaximum
possible championship
total of 800 points.

Despite having to stop
torectify lighting issuesin
aneutral section, George
Williams/Dan Stone led at
Petrol, but a series of wrong
slots soon after the restart
consigned them to fifth at
the finish. One place further
back was Mark Lennox,
this result being enough
to secure for himthe
ANWCC Drivers'title.

Motorsport UK chairman
David Richards appeared
on hisfirstroad rally for over
40 years, navigating for
former World champion
co-driver Phil Mills. But they
had a troubled run virtually
fromthe start as their

retirement at the fuel halt.
Richards was disappointed
notto have been able tofully
experience road rallying

inits currentformat.

Owen Turner/Andy
Ballantyne won the 40th
running of the Preston
Rally. A bumper 90-car
entry competed on what
might be the last running
ofthislegendary event.

Ian Mills

Results

Eagle Rally

Organiser: Newtown & District Auto
Club When: December 1/2 Where:
Mid-Wales Championships: WAMC &
ANWCC Route: 120 miles Starters: 70.
1 Andy Davies/ Michael Gilbey (Subaru
Impreza) 3m10s; 2 Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/
Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi) +20s; 3
Paul Morgan/Jamie Mills (Honda Civic);
4 Richy Williams/Will Atkins (Vauxhall
Astra); 5 George Williams/Dan Stone
(Ford Escort); 6 Mark Lennox/lan
Beamond (Escort); 7 Gari Evans/Arfon
Griffiths (Escort); 8 Telor Pugh/ Cadog
Davies (SEAT Ibiza); 9 Elliott Stafford/
Lewis Sim (Mazda MX-5); 10 Craig
Bowler/ Chris Whittall (Civic).

Class winners: Morgan/ Mills; Mckorley
Crone/Rob Williams (Proton Satria GTi);
Steve Fletcher/Ross Kenyon (Satria).

Organiser: Middlesex County AC, Thame MC When: December
1/2 Where: Rockingham Motor Speedway Championships:

EMAMC, AEMC/ASEMC,ACSMC and BMW Cup Stages: 12
Starters: 70and 26 (Sundayrally).

Paul King and Alicia Miles’s
Ford Escort was never headed
as they took their third
Rockingham Stages win at
the final public event at the
Northamptonshire circuit.

It was wet and greasy for
the first half of the event with
grip at a premium.

Over the first two stages, King
managed to pull out a 23-second
lead, with Escorts filling the
top five places. Ian and Oliver
Hucklebridge were second,
from Stephen and Jack Tilburn,
with Peter and Arron Rayner
and Robin Adams/Ray Keith
following, as Andy Corner/
Ade Campo’s Peugeot 205 GTI
completed the top six, despite
having no brakes on the opener
and spinning on stage two.

Darryl Morris/Mark Regan
had been second on stage one,
but a wrong tyre choice soon

Welsh champions Andy newly-built hired Escort
Davies/Michael Gilbey developed fuel starvation Rockingham Stages Rally dropped them to eighth, behind
finished their highly problems. This led to their By Peter Scherer Tim Hill/Paul Spooner’s Fiesta.

The lead was up to 47 seconds
after the next pair of stages, but
with Hucklebridge spinning on
stage three, he was down to sixth
and Rayner became the new man
insecond, from Tilburn, with
Corner and the recovering
Morris tied for fourth.

While King played it safe over
the twonight stages, Morris
flew and ended day one back in
second place, with 11 seconds
in hand over Tilburn, with
Rayner and Corner joint fourth.

Thelead trio remained
unchanged throughout Sunday’s
stages, giving King a 13-second
victory. Hill held fourth place
from stage nine and was only

two seconds away from snatching

third position from Tilburn,
despite damaging a wheel and
disc after contact at amerge.
Corner had been in the top six
throughout but a blown engine
on stage 10 put him out, which
moved Tony Robinson/Mark
Witherspoon’s Millington-
powered Proton up to fifth,
with Hucklebridge just keeping

e —

Win went to K1ng/M11es at final eve

T e i

nt to be held at Rockingham

Rayner at bay for sixth position.

Havingled Class 1 all weekend,

Richard Bromley/Adrian
Lloyd’s Vauxhall Nova pulled
off on the penultimate stage,
which handed the win to Trevor

Hancock/Joanne Watson’s Mini.

Stuart Bliss/Richard Marsh’s
Honda Civicled Class 2 all day
and claimed ninth overall.

After pulling his entry to the
Glyn Memorial Stages the week
before, John Stone took a fitting
victory of the Rockingham
Sunday Stages. Having won the

firstrally at the venuein 2004 by a
second over Steve Simpson, Stone

won the final ever motorsport

event at the circuit as the venue
becomes a holding facility and an
auction site.With co-driving son
Alex alongside, the Ford Fiesta
RS WRC duo were fastest on all
but two of the six stages, beating
Mark Jasper (Escort Mk2) by 36s.

Results

1 Paul King/Alicia Miles (Ford Escort Mk2) 1h40m14s; 2
Darryl Morris/ Mark Regan (Escort Mk2) +13s; 3 Stephen/
Jack Tilburn (Escort Mk2); 4 Tim Hill/ Paul Spooner (Ford
Fiesta Rb); 5 Anthony Robinson/ Mark Witherspoon (Proton
Millington); 6 lan/ Oliver Hucklebridge (Escort MK2); 7 Pete/
Arron Rayner (Escort Mk2); 8 Robin Adams/Ray Keith (Escort
Mk2); 9 Stuart Bliss/ Richard Marsh (Honda Civic); 10 Alex
Cannon/Alan Carfrae (Subaru Impreza). Class winners:
Trevor Hancock/Joanne Watson (Mini Cooper S); Bliss/ Marsh;
Morris/Regan; King/ Miles; Hill/Spooner. Sunday rally
winners: John Stone/Alex Stone (Ford Fiesta WRC).
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FEATURE

David Evans visits the impressive new production line for the Fabia RS / ¢ ¥

PLANS AHEA
FOR THENE W
GENERATION

Skoda has a huge heritage

he stores

manager

nodded, smiled
thinly, and
moved slowly
totheside.

For the Skoda
Motorsportteam, afull-access
media visittoits shiny new
factory didn’t come easily.
Don’tforget thisisateam which
doesn’talwaysletitsdrivers
know what they’'re doing
from onerally to the next.

But there we were, in a wintry
MladaBoleslav, with me asking
somebody to step aside soIcould
getaclearer picture of rack after
rack of hubs. Then I wanderedinto
fabrication, the engineroom, had a
poke around some offices before
gettinga cup of coffeeinaroom with
aFabiaR5’s wiringloom pinned toit.

Skodais, understandably, chuffed
with anew 16,400-metre square
facility that comes complete with
10build bays-six of which are
designated for customersand the
otherfourforthefactorycars.

The Fabia R5 brings Skoda full
circleinitsrallyingstory. The Czech
firm was always known for its ability
toclinch class victories with the
130LR and a Norwegian called John
Haugland. Since those days of the
diminutiverear-drive 130bhp Skoda,
the company stepped up tothe main
World Rally Championshipfield
withthe Octavia and then Fabia
WRC. After seven years of full-

——

The cars can be fabricated at the firm’s new headquarters

blooded competition, butlittle to
show beyond a single podium and
five stage wins, time was called and
Skodamoved back tothe classes
with the Fabia S2000in 2008, with
the R5followingin 2015.

Standing alongside fashionably
grey walls, almosttoaman, the
mediahad one question for
Skoda Motorsportdirector Michal
Hrabanek. Whatis the precise
purpose of thenew factory?

Any answer which deviated
from: “Thisisthefacility which
underpins the development of an all-
new Fabia WRC,” wasn’t welcome.

Hrabanek provided an
unwelcome answer.

Thescriptonthe theme of the
World Rally Car hasn’t waivered
forthelasttwoyears.

“Notatthismoment,” he
said. “Because now the current
programmeis R5through our
WRC2engagement and especially
the opportunity to co-operate with
Skoda dealers and importers around
the world. We have sold 250 Fabia
R5s around the world and you can
imagine youneed proper facilities
with the workshop, the stores,
everything.Itisallimportantto
youwhen you want to offer aservice
ontherightlevel. Thebiggest
motivation tobuild thisnew building
was the customer programme.”

Thebiggest motivationto
build thisnew building was the
customer programme.

He’stelling the truth. Firstly,

there’sno chance we would have
been wandering about the placeif
there’d been a development World
Rally Carunderneath a dust sheet
intheroomnexttothetoilets.

And secondly, swish asthenew
placeis,itappeared shortof the
sortof keyingredients needed for
top-drawer World Rally Car
development, including an engine
dynoanddedicated damperrig. The
dynoisin Skoda’s old motorsport
buildingacross town and the
suspension department was the only

place deemed off limits for the media.

Skoda’shead of technical
development Christian Strube
explainstheefficiencies which will
come with thenew home for Czech
motorsport’smostfamousbrand.

“Skodais117yearsold,that’s17
years older than the Czech Republic
itself,” said Strube, “and motorsport
ispartof our DNA, it’sin our blood.
Motorsporthelpstoemotionalise the
brand.Icantalk aboutthe emotion

New 1 6, 400 sgm headquarters

ol B

There are 10 bays for working on the build of customer cars

because, when I was visiting Rally

of Spain thisyear, Isetthealarmat
0500hrs and I went, with my children
tothe stages. There were somany
cars parked, people had slept all of
thenight tofind the best placeto
watch. And when the cars came,

the emotion wasjustincredible -

it was pure emotion.

“And, for Skoda, these carsare so
closeto ourserial production cars.
Theengine, the base engineisthe
same 1.6-litre turbo engine that we
makein Shanghaifor ourroad cars.
And, youknow, that Sunday in
Spain, when we wonin WRC2,
that was the day Czech Republic
celebratedits 100th anniversary —
that was a celebration.

“You came toour new building
today, thisis our building which
prepares us for future challenges.”

Future challenges... sounds
interesting.

Hrabanek stepsinagainand
highlights the use of the new facility
in, for example, development work
onelectrification. While the FTA
isponderinga way forward with
World Rally Cars, Hrabanek says
alternative energy is probably
even further away for customer
programmes like hisin the sport.

“When we sell cars to private
teams, it’snot goingtobe easy to
maintain electriccars,” he said.
“Thisismy personal opinion,
butrally sport will not undergo
electrification in customer
programmes in the next two or

three years. It’s somuch more
complicated than on circuits.”

But, when customersdo turn
electric, Skoda will be churning
silent Fabias out faster than ever
thanksto what Strubereferstoas
animproved workflow. In the old
factory, whichisstill very old, but
now being used for another area
of Skoda Auto, buildingrally cars
could bealengthy process. The bits
were, literally, all over the place.

Notanymore.

Anew Fabia R5takestwo
mechanics 10days tobuild. Every
day, apre-agreed, pre-set box of
bitsisdelivered toeach of the six
customer car bays. So, for example,
onday five, the Xtrac transmission
isready and waiting when the pair
clock-on at 0830hrs. By day nine,
the carisbeingdriven up and down
Skoda’stest track in Mlada Boleslav.
Interestingfact here: thetrack’s
only justover amile away, but
the carsstill have tobe trailered -
drivingarally car on the public
road outside of competitionis
illegalin the Czech Republic.

Day 10isall about tightening,
torqueing-up and ticking boxes as
another carissigned off and sent
to Skoda Motorsport’s shiny new
delivery area.

A WorldRally Car might or might
notbe part of Skoda’sfuture, but
the investmentin thislatest facility
looks to have future-proofed the
Czechfirm’s participation in
rallyingfor some yearstocome. i
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Motorsport News'’s guide to the hest of the Christmas gifts

EGO0IES PNBER THEHREE

BOOKS

: : The Unknown
Touring Car Racing —__—_“TE T H E : KimiRaikkonen
1958-2018-The : RRP£20
hlstory of the P E H F E c T : Website: simonandschuster.co.uk
British Tourlng Car i Renowned Finnish novelistand screenwriter
Championship : KariHotakainen offers readers arare glimpse
RRP £60 : c A H . into the life of the notoriously reclusive, and

Website: evropublishing.com

This lavishly produced book, detailing
every year of the tin-top competition
inthe UK, is packed with never-seen-
before photographs and full statistical
information on each season. It's our top
pick —but then it would be: it is written
by Motorsport News editor Matt James.

: monosyllabic, Kimi Raikkonen.

¢ The 2007 Formula 1 world champion’s

« childhood, thoughts on Ron Dennis, personal life
: and more are set against a backdrop of never-

: previously-seen photographs from the driver's

+ own collection. As Hotakainen also won the trust
: of Ferrari, The Unknown Kimi Raikkonentakes

: youbehind the scenes at grands prixas race

: strategies are formulated. Complaints about

¢ thedirect, and therefore shakey, translation from
¢ Finnish are fair, but givenit's billed as ‘the first
and last authorised’ book on Raikkonen, it's

THE-BIDERATHY D
JOAN BARNARD

LR LA L TR P TR T T

B WIEW SREENS

Autocourse likely to be the best we're ever going to get.

2018-2019 :

RRP £47.50 : The Perfect Car :

Website: autocourse.com : RRP £40 S PORSCHE § g ORTRY THIS...

Now in its 68th year, the : Website: evropublishing.com : 9356 & 962 §- Porsche 956 & 962
world-famous Autocourse annuall : Recounting the technological : el deeall  RRP £25

includes detailed race-by-race
reports from the 2018 Formula 1
season, in-depth features,
comprehensive statistics, technical

revelations eminent designer John
Barnard brought into Formula 1, this
biography lifts the veil on a flawed
genius whose stubbornness and snap

Website: haynes.com

Rather than walk you through the way to service your
Ford Fiesta, this Haynes Owners’ Workshop Manual
reveals the anatomy of the apogee of Group C

Forza Horizon 4
RRP £49.99
Website: forzamotorsport.net
The Horizon series, which
alternates with the more
racing-focused Forza
Motorsport titles, isina
league of its own when it
comes to bringing a realistic
handling model to the public
roads —albeit for Xbox One
users only.

This time around, it's time to
virtually disobey the local traffic
laws in and around Edinburgh.

F12018
RRP £44.99
Website: formulalgame.com
Codemasters hasn't tried
to reinvent the wheel for its
latest Formula 1 title, and F1
2018isall the better forit.
The Al has been overhauled
compared to the game's
predecessor, which means
rivals are smarter and more
daring in wheel-to-wheel
battles, and that helps to
make racing more thrilling.
Offtrack, interviews have
been reintroduced into the

For hardcore motorsport fans,
there's still alot to draw you in
thanks to the diverse ensemble
of cars —a 1992 Ford Escort
RS Cosworth is among the
choice for your first set of
wheels. But if sticking to the
racing line is more appealing,
the 1971 Porsche 917/20
complete with its iconic

‘Pink Pig’ livery is well

worth saving your credits

for. Fortunately, the Scottish
constabulary are willing to
overlook its road illegality.

franchise and the greater
variation, plus the fact that
aplayer's responses directly
impact your career, avoids
past complaints of repetition.

Thanks in part to
enhanced audio, expect a
more immersive career
experience that justifies
upgrading to this
latest instalment.

Further additions to the
line-up of classic F1
machinery ensures that
there's many areason to
keep coming back.

ORTRYTHIS...
Dakar 18

RRP £49.99

Website: dakarthegame.com
MN'’s left-field pick for the gaming
Christmas wishlist comesin the
form of taking on the gruelling
Dakar Rally.

It's the first game to offer users
ataste of the South American
enduroin 15 years. There's 20,000
square kilometres of open world to
explore inmachinery ranging from

illustrations and stunning images.

: decisions mean raw statistics don't
: come close to telling his full story
: (foran in-depth review, see page 31).

: McLaren¥F1 GTR

: Le Mans 1995 #59

- &#24

. RRP £40.99-£45.99

. Website: scalextric.com

: Freshontothe marketare abrace

. ofMcLarenF1 GTRsfromLe

: Mans 1995. The winning Kokusai

- Kaihatsu Racing car, limited toa

* build run of 2000 units, commands
: a£5 premium over its Gulf-iveried

RRP £40.99
Website: scalextric.com

: Le
. 1967

¢ Limited Edition 50Years of

: FordTwinPack

: RRP£85.99

: Website: scalextric.com

: Thisbrand new limited edition

: celebratorytwin packincludesthe  : =
¢ 1967 FordMklVthatDan Gurney =~ @ s
: and AJ Foyttook to Le Mans victory,
: plusthe 2017 challengerin which

case forwhen they’re not being
: ragged around the living roomfloor

Ford Falcon XC Bathurst 1978 #17

sportscars —the Porsche 956/962. It's a fine marriage
of classic photography and an accessible narrative.

ends Le Mans

. on Christmas Day, these cars hold

: upontheirown as something to have
. onshow on the shelf. Working lights

allround, the bubble on the MkIV's

: rooftoaccommodate Gurney's lofty

: frame, plus the sizeable and intricate

: diffuser on the contemporary GT are
. allwelcome details.

Harry Tincknell/Andy Priaulx/
Pipo Deranifinished second in
the GTE class.
Beautifully presented in adisplay

motorcycles and quadbikes up

to the Peugeot 3008 DKR that
tookvictoryinthe 2018 event.
Dakar 18isnot the last word in
refinement, although a series of
updates since its release means
you'll be buying a far more polished
title than at first. What the game
does offer is an authentic homage
that captures the scale of the rally
and itsincorporation of navigational
driving sets it apart from almost
any other racing title on the market.

And now for something completely different —a model that neither

has Le Mans nor winning pedigree. Scalextric’s copy of the Ford Falcon
XC that Dick Johnson and Vern Schuppan shared tofifthinthe 1978
Bathurst 1000 probably isn't going to be Scalextric's biggest seller.
But it makes for a pleasing addition to the range thanks to its

impressive detalil, sheer size and oddball value.

: Autocourse

: RRP£11.99

- Website: autocourse.com

- The 2019 edition contains more

: than 70images, 13 of which are

- full-page, courtesy of Autocourse’s

: photographer PeterJ Fox. It's ready

: foruse straight away, as thefinal

. months of this yearare also included.

5 RRP £13.50

. Website: ebay.co.uk
: Jakob Ebrey Photography captures
: anaction-packed 2018 British

¢ Touring Car Championship. All the

: race meetings forthe'19 season

: are pre-marked so you can plan
: youryearaccordingly.

A CALENDARS

ORTRYTHIS...

McKlein

RRP£34.99

Website: mcklein-calendars.com
:  Ifyou'relooking tofill a lot of wall space,
. then McKlein's sizeable Motorsport
:  Classic calendar will see you through
:  from January's Ferrari 275P to the
Lancia Fulvia and Mercedes W196 this
time next year. For rally fans, McKlein's
renowned World Rally Championship
calendaris also on sale.

]akob Ebrey

MW Aty Catendar

The Wider View 2019
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The biggest names in racing came out to enjoy one of the nights of the year. By Matt James

PUTTING THE GROWN ON A GLIT
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taawards ' r 3
ceremony at the *
-
Grosvenor House - .
Hotel on Park
LaneinLondon,
motorsport’s
great and good
gathered on Sunday night for the
traditional Autosport Awards.
Marking the biggest successes of the
year, trophies were handed out across
all disciplines and many of motor
racing’siconic names were there to
help celebrate a season of highs.
Werun down the winners and the
highlights of the evening.

|

2018 AUTOSPORT WILLIAMS
ENGINEER OF THE FUTURE

—— Owen Heaney has won atwo-year taskstopi
placement with the Williams F1 team thefourtl
after scooping the Autosport Williams William

INTERNATIONAL RAGING DRIVER OF THE YEAR Engincerof e Future prse

. He went through an evaluation process the engin
ANDBRITISH COMPETITION DRIVER OF THE YEAR sarencoecos oo [l [T
the top Autosport awards

Five-time F1 world champion Lewis Hamilton

UK’smost successful grand prix driver of all timeat the Autosport Awards and getting to

was one of themost celebrated drivers at the time, haslifted both gongs. meet somany great people. Iknowitisan
Autosport Awards ceremony as the Mercedes He wasunableto attend the event, but sent incredible event that gets bigger every year. I
man picked up both the International Racing avideomessage to acknowledge his trophies, wanted to say thank you to the fans who voted
Driver of the Year accolade and the British while the silverware was collected by his for me—thanks somuch for your support over
Competition Driver of the Year. racingbrother Nic. theyear. Andtoall the othernominees and

Itwas the sixth timethat the Briton, the Lewis’smessage said: “Iremember my first contestants, and winners, congratulations.”

NATIONAL DRIVER OF THE YEAR

™ European F3 Championship
runner-up Dan Ticktum scooped
the National Racing Driver of
the Year trophy inrecognition
of his stunning single-seater
season, during which hefinished
second inthe F3seriesand » :
clinched asecond Macau 28 i MR e ¢ , ane i e A
Grand Prixinarow. _ : FERTESSRSEN ; -

The Red Bull junior driver also

racedin thefinal F2round of the - s _ ”‘ l l y c‘ ” ”F T”[ YE‘ ”
seasonin AbuDhabiand alsotook ju R a ' -
partintwo Super Formularaces
inJapan, whichis whereheis

M-Sporthasbeen atthetop of its game over
expected toracenextterm. Hewas thelast two seasons, with multiple champion
unable toattend theaward ashe - : : ey Sebastien Ogier at the controls of one of its
wasflyingtothe FarEast,andthe % :' v ; ; r P Ford Fiesta WRCs.
trophy was collected by former F1 3 & 3 - Despitealack of works backing, the Cumbrian
driver Derek Warwick instead. team has kept Ford at the very front of the World
“Hedeservestobein F1,” said Rally Championship chase, and Ogier held off
former BRDC president Warwick. tworivalstobring the Fiestahomein top spot.
“Hesays what he thinks, before Althoughthe Frenchmanisleaving torejoin
hethinks, butIthink that’s good Citroen, the combination signed off on areal high.
inF1. Thereare too many vanilla Collecting the award, Wilson said: “We want to
driverssoitisnicetosee someone beinthe WRC atthehighestlevel, and thereare
abit controversial.” alotof thingsto sort out. We will miss Sebastien,
wehave had anincredible two years butitistime
toregroup and see what wecando.”

- — -
e R

1 Ticktum made his
| mark at Macau again
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Photos: LAT

TERING MOTORSPORT SEASON

Heaney (c) will now work
for Williams’s F1 team

-ove his worth and he becomes
 person to claim the prize.

s chief technical officer Paddy

: “An F1teamisits staff, typically
sers are the ones whomake the
>sothisisafantastic scheme.”

Jacky Ickx (above) and
Stephane Ratel honoured

PIONEERING
AND
INNOVATION

IMEINE EAII 0F TIIE Y[AII

o

Mercedes hasundoubtedly been
thekings of the walk in F1since the
introduction of the V6 turbo-hybrid
erain2014and, onceagain, its W09
chassis was unsurpassed over the

~ courseof thecampaign.

Mercedes sealed the Constructors’
championshipforafifth timeinarow,
whichisthe same amount of timesit

haswontheRacing Car of the Year.
Racer Valtteri Bottas sentinavideo
message offering his congratulations
tothe team, while the award was
collected by chief engineer Phil Prew
and designer John Owen. Prew said:
“Astheseason progressed, we got
stronger and stronger and we did
enough to win the championship.”

World governing body the FIA
anditsboss Jean Todt were
recognised for their impactin
improving safety in F1 with
theintroduction of the halo
device, which hasnow spread
throughout motorsport.
Frenchman Todt was a strong

Six-time Le Mans winner Jacky Ickx
wasone of the stars of the show at the
Autosport Awardsashecollected a
Gregor Grant trophy to celebratea
lifetime of achievement in motorsport.
The eight-time grand prix winner
was handed the award by Tom
Kristensen, the man who finally
eclipsed Ickx’s winrecord at La Sarthe.
TheBelgian said. “It wasnice todrive
for John Surtees, Bruce McLaren and
Jackie Stewart, who gave me my first
lesson. Safety in those years... you could
notleave homeon Friday and be sure

Two-time F1 world champion Mika
Hakkinen was alsohonoured with a

advocate of thenew device and
itwasintroducedin grand prix
racingand alsoin F2,anditis
duetoberolled outinother
categoriestoosuchasF3
and FormulaE.

Todtsaid: “We saw the
lossof Henry Surtees[inan

RALLY

DRIVER
OF THE
YEAR

Ontheback of his sixth World Rally
Championshiptitle, it washard
tolook beyond Sebastien Ogier
beingnamed as the Rally Driver

of the Year.

The six-timetitle winner scooped
back-to-back global titles with the
Cumbrian squad and prevailedin
athree-way showdown on Rally

-

I

Ky
~_

Ogier (c) was the top rally dnver

Australiatoland hismost dramatic
success yet. He will leave M-Sport
now and return to Citroen for the
fresh campaign.

“Ireally had the chance to work

with afantastichuman in Malcolm,

Ineverhadabetter bossinmy
career,” said Ogier. “This will
stayinmy heartforever.”

o JOHN BOLSTER
'I' m o AWARD

The John Bolster Awardisnamed
afterthe co-founder and former editor
of Autosport,andis given torecognise
an exceptional contribution to
motorsporttechnology and Toto
Wolff, who has overseen Mercedes’s
incredible successin F1, was the victor.
Hisisonly the second team to have
won five F1titlesin arow-the other

ROOKIE OF

T”[ YE A ” arow, Monaco-based whatishappening.
driver Charles Leclerc “Thefirstthree
claimedthehonouras raceswerequite
the Rookie of the Year. difficult,alottolearn
Thenew Ferrari andnew things.
recruit picked up the “Afterthatit went
trophy in 2017 after smoothly anditwasa
asuperbseasonin great year andit was
Formula 2, butmade notpossible withouta
real waves with astep greatteam behind me
uptoSauberinF1 unlockingthecar.
thisterm. “Wefinished the year
“Ithasbeenagreat quiteregularlyin Q3
S season,” said Leclerc. anditisalldownto
“Ididnotexpectitto theteam.Iamreally
lq be sopositive or the lookingforwardto
promotion. Thatis the challengesin

Back-to-back winner,
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc (1)

that you would be back the next Monday.”

Forthesecond yearin

quitecrazy andIdon’t

Gregor Grant trophy on the 20th
anniversary of hisfirst title with the
McLaren team. Heretired fromracing
after competinginthe DTM from

2005 through to 2007.

GT sportscarracing guru Stephane
Ratel wasrecognised for his contribution
tolong-distance motorsport with a
Gregor Grantaccolade.

His Stephane Ratel Organisation
runsthe Blancpain GT Series, the
Intercontinental GT Challenge and
the British GT Championship among
many other series.

Hebegan his career with the BPR
Endurance Series before branching
out onhis ownin the mid-1990s.

Formula2accidentin 2009]
because of one wheel hitting
hishead.
“Itisworthfightingthe
resistance tosavealife. I want
tothank all the people who
havebeen participatingin
theresearch and theteams.”

was Ferrariunder Jean Todt—
who was presenting Wolff with
thesilverware.

Speakingto Todt, Wolff said: “It means
alottoreceive the award from you—
youwere an inspirationin your time
at Ferrariand you were thefirst to call
and say thatit wasan honourtobein
thefive-time winners’ club with you.”

quitefully realise

thenextfew years.”
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YOUNG DRIVER
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The teenager who scooped the McLaren Autosport BRDC Award. By Kevin Turner and Matt Kew

THE GAMBLE

Tom Gamble impressed
the judges at Silverstone

very now and
again, drivers
comealongwho
can skipsome of
theusual rungs
ontheracing
ladder. Red Bull
star Max Verstappenisthe most
prominentrecent example,
jumpingfrom European
Formula3to F1for2015.

Atthestartof this year, Ginetta
Junior champion Tom Gamble
madethebold move fromthe
British Touring Car Championship-
supporting, baby GT category
straight to BRDC British Formula 3.
Amore conservative route would
havebeen to go to British F4, but
after testing the 230bhp two-litre
Cosworth-powered Tatuus, Gamble
decided tomake the jump.

“F3hasareally goodlearningcar
andalot of people have drivenit, for
example Lando Norrisracedinit,
andalot of other bignames,” he says.

“Idefinitely brought on my
drivingskillsalotand, coming
intotheseason,Ithink the sameas
every young, single-seater driver,
Iwanted to getnominated for the
finalfour of the McLaren
Autosport BRDC Award.”

Gamble, who was only 16 yearsold,
joined Fortec Motorsports alongside
Manuel Maldonado and, initially,
Tristan Charpentier. Although
Maldonado and Charpentier finished
1-2inthereversed-gridraceatthe
Oulton Park opener in April, Gamble
was soonleadingthe Fortec charge.

Hetook polein a wet-but-drying
session in the second round at
Rockingham and converted thatto
awet-weather wininraceone. But,
inracethree, a clash with Billy
Monger led todisqualification.

Insome ways, that was typical of
Gamble’sseason. He often showed
impressive pace, taking more fastest
lapsthan anyone else (six, and he
alsosetfastestlapintherain-
shortened Silverstonerace)across
the 24 races and scoringa second pole
at Spa, butalsomadeafewerrors.

AndatDonington Park he was
excluded from the secondrace due
toanon-performance-enhancing
undertray infringement.

Without those exclusions, Gamble
would have been third in the drivers’
standings, behind title protagonists
Linus Lundqvist (Double R) and
NicolaiKjaergaard (Carlin), both
of whomhad more single-seater
experience. Those three, plus
Maldonado and the highly-rated
Jamie Caroline, who contested three
meetings, were also the only drivers
to winmore than twice.

“Icould have, should have been
better,” Gamblereflects. “Butit was
good to get two wins, two poles as well
and six fastestlaps. It was definitely
ayearof alotof learningforme.”

His campaign was enough
for Gamble tobe selected for the
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award,
along with Caroline, Formula
Renault Eurocup champion Max
Fewtrell and British F4 title winner
Kiern Jewiss. Given the pedigree

CV HIGHLIGHTS

TOM GAMBLE

Age:17

From: Epperstone, Nottinghamshire
2018: Fifthin BRDC F3 with Fortec
(two wins)

2017: Ginetta Junior champion with
JHR/Elite (eight wins)

2016: Rotax Max Wintercup Senior
runner-up

2015: Rotax Max Wintercup Junior
champion

2014: Third in Super 1 National
Rotax MaxJunior

2013: Kartmasters British GP Rotax
Mini Max champion and third in
Super 1 National Rotax Max Junior

Ginetta Junior back in 2017

of hisrivals(Caroline was 2017
British F4champ)and thefact
Gamble was the only finalist
without a single-seater title to his
name, it’s probably fair to say that
he wasnot the pre-event favourite.

If Gamble had found the jump
from the 100bhp Ginettatothe
230bhp BRDC F3sizeable, the step
to425bhp MotorSport Vision
Formula2,420bhp Ligier JSP3 LMP3
and 500+bhp McLaren 650S GT3
machinery was somethingelseagain.

Photos: LAT

Gamble’s run to fifth place in BRDC F3 wasn’t without dramas...

“[The Ligier] was areally enjoyable
carand, luckily for me, it wasreally
similartowhatI’ddriventhis year,”
adds Gamble.

“The GT3 car was obviously very
different, ABS, traction control -
I'mnotusedtothose sortsof things.
Icould hitthebrakeashardasIcould
andnotneed to worry about coming
off. Iwashappy with theway I
adapted tothat.IfeltlikeIgot
prettyfast.

“It was probably the best day of my
life. That first day, gettingtodrive
three different cars—something with
alot of aerodynamics, something
withnotmuch and something
in-between—was phenomenal.”

Itbecame clear that Gamble had
donehishomework, having spoken
toasmany relevant people as
possible, and wasready to throw
everythingat winning the award.
Eachfinalisthad their own MSV F2
carforthe two-day Silverstone test
and, once he had settledin, Gamble
moved up the timesheetstochallenge
the early pacesetter, again mixingit
with hismore experienced rivals.

Gamble was even more impressive
intheothertwo cars. The McLaren -
whichisheavier and softer than the
driversareusedto,and has ABS
and traction control -takes drivers
outside of their comfortzones and
the Ligier wasnew to the award
for2018.

Afterrunsonusedrubber, the
finalists were given one new-tyrerun
ineach of theroovedracers. Gamble
was quickestinboth, hiseffortsin the

Ligier being particularly strong. His
commitmentintohigh-speed corners
had benchmark driver Alexander
Simsreachingforthetelemetry...
“Tom was extraordinary in the
LMP3car,” recallsaward head judge
Derek Warwick. “He was brilliant
inthe McLaren and he was there
orthereabouts with everybody, a
little bit above everybody, in the
F2.That surprised us alittle bit
with his experience and hisage.
We wondered exactly how he
would come out for the second day
buthejust continued onwards and
upwards. It wasreally impressive.”
Thefinal day of running was
entirely for F2 cars, this time with
limited accessto ‘pushtopass’
boosts of an extra 75bhp. Once
again, Gamble was quickest on
one of thetwonew-tyreruns,
before acing the 10-lap ‘pursuit’
session, which concluded the tests.
Heimpressed the three teams
runningthetrioof cars,as well asthe
judges, toonce again overcome his
experience. He was announced asthe
surprising, but very worthy, 30th
winner of the McLaren Autosport
BRDC Awardlast Sunday, capping
off an impressiverookie season.
“Tosay I've won the Autosport
Award, and having beaten some of
thebestdriversmy agein the UK, is
phenomenal,” Gamble enthuses.
“It’s definitely going to take a while
tosinkin!
“Havingthisawardonmy CV
will definitely makemealot
moreappealing.” l
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Experiencedracer returns to the Formula Atlantic cockpit. By Matt James

Crosby 1), Flux (c)
and Hayes-Harlow |

was getting £40 a week
in wages, 50 per cent of
theprizemoney, I had
aRenault 16 company
carandthey gavemea
flatin a tower block in
Bletchley,” remembers
single-seater wannabe Ian
Flux. “Iwasliving thedream.”

The firm paying the wages
was Ehrlich. The Austrian car
constructor had hired Flux todrive
in F3in 1976 and he then remained
with the marque throughto
Formula Atlantic in the early 1980s.

Hedrove the Ehrlich RP5Bin
1982 -acar he wasreunited with at
Silverstonein November, rolling
back nearly four decades of history.
Hetested on the National circuitand
the old feelings came flooding back.

Fluxraced the 1600cc Ford BDA-
powered RP5 throughout the 1981
season up against the dominant Ralt
RT4 of Ray Mallock, and continued
with the updated machine the next
year. Flux finished fourth in the
pointsin that 1981 season and went
onebetterin1982.Itisacarhe
hasfond memories of.

The chassisisnow owned by
prolific historic racer John Hayes-
Harlow. He has had the project for
acouple of seasons, and has
recreated the car faithfully. “When
John bought the car, he would phone
me quite often to ask for help: hehad
abunch of bitsand needed to know
where they went.Iended up trying
tohelp him construct the car from
theend of aphoneline it was quite

tricky,” explains Flux. “However,
itwasdone well and it certainly is
aproper restoration. Whenever I
spoke toJohn,IsaidIwouldloveto
haveagoinitwhenit wasfinished.
When he called and offered me a
runinit,I was delighted.”

Dr Joseph Ehrlich was passionate
about motorcycles and formed a
successful working alliance with
Mike Hailwood in the early 1960s,
which included his self-built
machine runningright atthe front
of the 125cc class of the world
motorbike championships. Ehrlich
then moved into the world of karting
before creatinghisfirst F3 carin
1969 and he remained loyal to that
division-and to Formula Atlantic—
through to the mid-1980s. He then
returned to the world of motorcycles.

Flux explains: “The car was
originally an F3 car that was
converted to Formula Atlantic
specification, because the landscape
was changing in UK motorsport
then and Atlantic was the way to go.”

Formula Atlantic was expected
toboom in the early 1980s. The
domestic Aurora F1 serieshad
been mothballed for 1981, and that
encouraged entrantsinto Formula
Atlantic, but that galvanisation
was short-lived and the category
petered outin 1983.

Inthattimeintheearly 1980s,
though, the series was strong,
featuringstars such as Flux, Mallock
and David Leslie, but thereturn of
the British F1 championshipin
1983 took organiser Motor Circuit
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The car ran in the UK in 1981

Developments (the original owners
of Brands Hatch)in a different
direction. The series moved under
the control of British Racing
Drivers’ Club and the British Racing
and Sports Car Club. Itlasted only
onemore season before the axe fell.
“They were some fantastic times
racingfortheinnovator Dr Ehrlich -
Ievenremember beingjailed when
weracedin the Atlantic seriesin
New Zealand in 1980,” recalls Flux.
“Iblame [current WSR boss] Dick
Bennetts, who wasrunningacar
outthere:hehad ambushed mein
thehotel and wrapped meinice,
soldecided tosetthefire sprinkler
system off briefly to get him back.
However, onceI had setit off, I
couldn’tstopitanditfloodedthe
hotel.Igotbanged up and taken
tocourt.Itwasalloverthe TV
newsout there.Ithink Igotafine
of afewgrand.”

Thedrive in Hayes-Harlow’s car
was a treat for Flux, whohasbeen a
regularin the Super Touring series
this year. “There were a few fuel
pressureissuesto cure, but when
we sorted that, it was amazing,”
says Flux. “The car alwayshada
short wheelbase, soit was very
easy to gettheback along way out
of shape: sometimestoofar!I
certainly remembered that about it.

“ButJohn’s car was well set-up,
and whatever hehasdone with the
dampingon the car has worked
wonderfully, because the handling
wasreally good. I could pushon. It
really did come straight back tome.
IloveditandIwasflyingaroundthe
National circuit with ahuge grin
onmy face.I wasreally grateful for
the opportunity.”

Not only was Hayes-Harlow there
tooversee the test, Flux was joined
by Paul Crosby, who was the man

responsible for bolting the car
together with the driver all those
yearsago. “Paul was getting
involved too, getting his hands
dirty and offering pointers as we
progressed through the test,” says
Flux. “It wasas much of areunion
for him as well asit wasfor me.

“WhenIdidthetestat Silverstone,
IThad my daughter Coral there to watch
and my grandson George too. That
was areally special thing for me -
whenIwasracingthat car originally,
Iwasn’teven married and the thought
of kids was along way away.”

The decades might have passed, but
the meaning of Flux’sreunification
with the Ehrlich wasnotloston
the man himself. The next task will
betofind a TVR Tuscan Challenge
cartohelp the 1996 champion
commemorate the first round of
that one-make seriesin 1989. There
are more chapterstobe written. ®

Flux has been Super |

Flux ran the car Touring racer in ’18

at Silverstone




26 DECEMBER 5 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

With works

h..f‘;.'?'-. ' PR
‘-

¥

RTINS, e
Ty b

-

o

Audi and Peugeot

are quitting WRX

WORLD RALLYGROSS RIDES

- -

teams leaving, what is the future for World Rallycross? Hal Ridge explores

.
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helatter half
of the World
Rallycross
season has

for the series,
arguably the most difficultin
the five years since the mixed-
surface discipline achieved FIA
world championship status.

In August, Audireleased its 2019
competition strategyin which it
declaredit willfocuson FormulaE
and DTM. Rallycross didn’teven get
amentioninthenewsrelease, despite
having backed Mattias Ekstrom’s
EKS team with factory support since
thestartof 2017. Asthemarquehad
increased its contributiontothe
Swede’s squad for 2018, thenews
wasasurprise, butnot quiteasmuch
of ashock asthe announcement that
followed twomonthslater.

Almost ayear after Peugeot had
confirmed increased commitment,
onthesameday ironically that Ford
and Ken Block’s Hoonigan Racing
Division outfithad pulled the plug
onits World RX attempt, the French
marque announced thatit was
terminatingits worksrallycross
programme after the final round
in South Africa.

While Audi Sportboss Dieter Gass
cited to Motorsport News that “three
works programmes was toomany to

undeniably been
adifficult period

support” anditneededtofocuson
DTM alongside Formula E asits
internal combustion and electric
projects, what Audi’s withdrawal
really meant was thatit wouldn’t be
committing toentering the planned
electric World RX switch from 2020.
As Audididn’tsign upfor EWRX
forthe August15deadline, VAG
Group bedfellow Volkswagen didn’t
signeither, although, according
to Volkswagen Motorsport boss
Sven Smeets, only because it knew
there were not enough marques
(the minimum required number of
three) ready to put pento paper.
Peugeot did sign, but when the FIA
and World RX promotor were forced
todelay theelectricintroduction until
2021 to give manufacturers more time,
Peugeot—whichlike Audihad beena
vocal advocate of the concept since
talks were initiated —decided that
thediscipline nolonger fitted within
itsmarketing timeframe. Having
pluggedits SUVrange withits Dakar
programme, Peugeot had switched
torallycross, takingits support of
Kenneth Hansen’s team in house for
afullfactory effort. The plan wastwo
yearsinthecurrentseries, then to
launch an electric 208 road car in 2020,
marketed by itsrallycross effort.
“Peugeot will concentrateits
resources on developing new [electric
sports] vehicles and has therefore
decided to withdraw from the WRX

championship at the end of the 2018
season, whose evolution towards
electrificationisuncertain,” said
Peugeot brand boss Jean-Philippe
Imparato when the news wasreleased.
“Thisannouncementisnotlinked
with ourresultsin the competition
or our drivers. The decision to stop
WRX appears as very brutal, but my
missionasa CEOistomakedecisions
attheright momenttoensurethe
sustainability of the company.”
Independent outfit Olsbergs MSE
alsoannouncedin October thatit
would again withdraw from World
RXforthesecond time in three years,
havingreturned in 2018 with anew
Ford Fiesta ST. The Swedish-based

firm cited rising costs, and anintention

tostep away while focusing onfinding

“‘I'hree works
operations
are
too much”

amanufacturer to buddy up with for
an EWRX entry. Then, at theend of
the season, half anhour after yet
another defeat from the dominant
force of 2018, PSRX Volkswagen driver
Johan Kristoffersson, 2016 champion
Ekstrom announced he was ending
hisfull-time driving career with
immediate effect.

If the timing of the double DTM
champion’s decision was unexpected,
the decision itself was unsurprising.
Since he claimed the 2016 title without
works-support, the Swede had
reiterated time and time again that
he wouldn’t continue todrive without
thatkind of back-up. With Audion
themove, he kept his word and closed
hisrallycross chapter.

Atthisstage, thefuture of the EKS
squadisundecided. Ekstrom ownsthe
cars, but Audi hasdibs onitsengines so
anagreementneeds tobe met before
deals with customers eitherrenting the
seats or buyingthe cars can progress.

Therehasbeenaclear divide in pace
and performance between the three
manufacturer supported effortsin

World RXin 2018 and the private squads.

Volkswagen'’s customary ability to
enter any given series and become
dominant won’t have helped, but that
VW’sform was a precursor for Audi
and Peugeot’sdepartureislargely
unfounded. While Kristoffersson won
11 of the 12rounds this year, team-mate

| Solbergnetted only five podiums and

finished fifth in the points. On fastest
lap time pace alone-takingan average
acrossthe campaign-the208and S1
were within 0.2s of the Polo, whichin
rallycrossisfarlesssignificantthan
onanall-asphaltrace circuit. Butthe
Polo, coupled with a seriously in-form
Kristoffersson, proved near unbeatable.

So, what of thefuture for World RX?
Intheimmediate term, the question
raised mostis of who will be onthe
gridin 2019. Butthere’sabigger
picture, andreallyithingesonthe
proposed 2021 propulsion switch.

The EWRX deadline for the minimum
of three manufacturerstosignupis
March 29next year, butin orderfor
Volkswagen tomaintainits support
for Solberg’s PSRX concern, it needs
aclearindication about the future
before then, accordingto Norway’s
most successful world champion (see
Sporting Scene, page29).

PriortoPeugeot’sdeparture,
Smeetshad gone onrecordasbeing
comfortable with the delayed timeline
for EWRX. The question now hangs
overif thereare two other marques
ready tojointoo.

Havingstated that the uncertainty
overthe future of the powertrain
packagein World RX asareason for
“pausing” its programme at theend
of ’17 (although Ken Block’s new
Amazon Prime Gymkhana Files
series suggestsit wasmorethatthe
American star was frustrated at




Ekstrom has walked
away from WRX

Gronholm’s team is
aiming for works deal
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beingunable tofight for thetitle) Ford
hasbeen on thelist of those interested
injoining EWRX for some time, and
World RX’smanaging director Paul

Bellamy says talks are still progressing.

“Peugeot [leaving] was a total shock
for sure, but they’ve pulled out of all
motorsportsasaworksteam,” says
Bellamy. “We were talking with them
aboutelectricright up until thelast
minute. Itisfrustrating but that
happensin life. We'retalkingto VW at
highlevelsevery week. For themit’s
very clear,it’sall aboutelectricin the
future. From our perspective, when
Peugeot pulled out we carried on
with our plansfor2021. There’sa
couple of other manufacturers as
well, oneistotally new and the other
isn’tasurprise.”

Asked about the 20191ine-up,
Bellamy says: “It’salways the
same at this time of year, teamsare
looking at their budgets and they're
alltryingtopush thedialin terms
of beingbetter. Car numbers; if
everybody comesin you could end
upat17ori18cars, with the people who
are saying they will be in for next year
youcouldbeat13or14.I’'m confident
that we’llhave a good line-up.”

There are, however, two years of
competition before 2021 -if EWRX
does goahead. Of the existing outfits,
GCKompetition entered amulti-year
programme with its Prodrive-built
Renault Meganes at the start of 2018

andisexpectingtoreturnnext year
with atleasttwo cars. “Collectively the
teams arelooking to make some changes
totheregulations and operationsin the
championship tofit their budgets which
are coming under a bit more pressure,”
saysteam manager Karl O’Sullivan.
“It’sachallenging time for motorsport
everywhere but we have been very clear
fromthestartthatthisisalong-term
programme and we are bang where
we want tobe, we are goingintothe
off season and lookingataround
onenextyear [in AbuDhabi] that’s
goingto be new for everybody and
we're seeing opportunity. We'reallin.”
Marcus Gronholm’s GRX squadis
also working toreturn to thefold with
its WRC-derived Hyundaii20 Supercars.
“That’snotnice[that Audiand Peugeot
haveleft]. Next year everythingisalittle
bit open, butI hope we can be there and
Thope the championship will be good
and have some good drivers and teams,”
says the two-time WRC champion. “We
have just done one year now so we have
everythingin place and we canimprove
the carabit. Thetargetistotrytobe
back andtodoanew season.”
While the team currently doesn’t
have factory Hyundai support, the Finn
hasn’t given up on securingincreased
backinginthefuture. “Iwouldlike to
have atest car next year, sothedrivers
candrivemore. Soit’sapossibility we
canrunthree carssometimes,” henotes.
Manfred Stohl’s STARD team ran just

one car full-time in 2018, down from
two the previous year, but will build
new cars this winter. It’s the producer
of the only publicly-aired electric
rallycross Supercar prototype to-date,
soiskeentoremainin theseries, notleast
toprepare for a possible 2021 entry, and
isworkingonretaining Latvian driver
Janis Baumanis andfillinga second car.
Then there’s the works-built Peugeot
208s. Based on the cars used this year
alone, it can be assumed thatthere are
atleast six 2018 carssittingin Velizy
that will otherwise be gathering dust.
Both Sebastien Loeb-whose own squad
started what was planned to be a multi-
year programme in World RX this year
with Gregoire Demoustier —and Kenneth
Hansen arein talks with Peugeot about
the possibility of taking over the running
of the cars. Seemingly there are enough
togoaround, if deals can be got together.
ES Motorsportispreparingto
compete with anew Skoda Fabia next
term, which will likely be piloted by
Nasser Al-Attiyah, while sometime
rallycross driver Timo Scheider, who
hasincreasingly stronglinks with
Rene Munnich’s Munnich Motorsport
squad, hashinted at afull-timereturn.
This winter will be a decisive period
for the future of World RX. The series
hasenjoyed a steady upward trajectory
since 2014 and, as Solberghasiterated,
clarification on theelectrictransition
issettoplay asignificantroleinthe
nextchapter.®
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Cameron Jackson enjoyed racing his Lola T200 in Formula Ford

Ex-single-seater man Dominik Jackson has tackled Radicalsin’18

imon Jackson
and his sons
Cameron, 31, and
Dominik, 34, are
all accomplished
racersandin2018
Cameron won the
hugely competitive Historic
Formula Ford title while
Dominik clinched the Radical
Challenge. Meanwhile, dad
Simonraced his Formula3
Chevrontosecond place
inthe French Classic F3
Championship. A year earlier
hewon the corresponding
British-based series.

“Dadhasraced forever,”
says Cameron. “Particularlyin
Caterhamsinthe 1990s, and we
grew up around carsandrace
tracks. We went kartingandraced
at British Championshiplevel.”

Though the brothers started out
inkarting, theirracing careers
took rather different trajectories.
“Iraced kartsagainst peoplelike
Oliver Turvey and Tom Onslow-
Cole,” says Cameron. “Ithen went
into BARC Formula Renaultand was
just gettinguptospeedwhenIhada
huge off at Croft and wrote the car
off. Itook afair whack tothe head
and we decided not to continue.I was
adrummer and wanted to pursue
beinginaband. SoIhad 10 years off
fromracingbutlalwayssaid once
Icould affordto goracingagain and
doitproperly, I would.”

Dominik, on theotherhand,
progressed well up the single-seater
ladder before the funds and
opportunities were exhausted. He
says: “WhenIdid Formula BMW in
Europelwasonly Britthere. Lewis
Hamilton was doing F3and I was
doing FBMW in the DTM paddock.
Sebastian Vettel was my team-mate
and Adrian Sutil was there as well.
Ibeatthem both at some pointin
theseason.”

Heraced single-seatersinthe USA
andracedthe Tottenham carinthe
Superleague Formula before calling
time on a professional career.

| Instead, he and Cameron developed

property businessesin the Lincoln
areaand bothresolved toreturnto
racing when funds allowed.

“I'wenttothe Silverstone Classic
and saw Formula Juniorsracing
andlovedit,” says Cameron. “So
itwentfrom there and we’ve got
aBrabham BT2.”

This season, armed with a Lola T200
from the Neil Fowler stable, Cameron
won an enthralling Historic FF1600
Championship after a wheel-to-
wheel contest with Ben Mitchell.

Dominik, meanwhile, took the
Radicalroute for hisracingreturn.
“Igotback intoracinglast yearin
Radicals after about 10 years out.
Itwasgreattogetbackinthe carand
itwasabigchallengeasitisvery
competitive at the front of the Radical
Challengefield. Thad a warm-up
yearin 2017 and that gave me more
experience for 2018. Steve Burgess
wasthebigrival,” he says.

With two and a half years between
the brothers, they are ata similar
stageinlife and both have young
families. Infact, theimpending
arrival of Cameron’s second child
almost gave Dominik achancetorace
hisbrother’s beloved Formula Junior
Brabham at the Goodwood Revival.
“I'was stand-by driver for Cameron’s
Formula Junior at Goodwood and
had atest therein the wet,” says
Dominik. “They are fantastic bits
of kit but totally different to drive
towhatI've done before.”

Dominik was privately relieved
when he wasnotneeded asthe
possibility of damaginghisbrother’s
car was uppermostin hismind.

Thebrothersare close and support
eachotherinracing. “DomandIhave
worked together for years and we get
ongreat,” says Cameron. “Welive
lessthantwomilesapart. But we’'ve
got different approachestothe sport.
Ilovethehistoricelement and the
closeracing.Ididn’trace atanywhere
near ashigh alevelasDom did when
Iwas younger. He was very focused
onhis careerin motorsportandhe

| didverywell.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

Theydojointly own arare Classic
Formula 3 Euroracing 101, butit
hasproved atroublesome project
and each of them hasonlyraced
itonceortwiceinthelastthree
seasonsasongoingengineissues
have hampered progress. If the
project was sorted it would offer
the chancetotake ondad Simon.

Aftertheir twin successes this
season, thoughts are turningto2019.
“Ithasbeen an amazing season with
13 wins and eight second places,” says
Cameron. “Iled the Formula Juniors
at Goodwood butlostoutin theend.
Iwould like todrive other carsand
help sortthem for owners. There
arealotof very quick driversand
preparersinhistoricracing.

“I'm working on plansfor 2019and
itisdifficultto getasgood racing
every time yougooutasthereisin
FormulaFord.I’'mabitaddicted to
that!Tlove driving the Junior and
will definitely do some of that. If
Iwastodo FormulaFordagainI’d
wanta challenge, maybe takingon
and developinga different car.1
absolutely love the Lola butIlike
that there are somany chassis that
canwinandIliketheideaof a
challenge with anew project.”

With two young children and
another on the way, Dominik’s
timeforracingisrestricted. “Inan
ideal world I'll do more sports and
GTracingwithracingatLe Mans
astheobvioustarget. We have lots
of conversations when either of us
isracing. For everyoneelseinthe
family it’s pretty boring,” helaughs.

Will they ever get torace against
each other? “We’ve always been
competitive with each other,” says
Cameron. “We’veneverraced
againsteach other, which is probably
forthe best. It could end badly! But
we’vehad funinrental karts.”

Dominik adds: “We’ve not yet
raced against each other yet but
Iquitefancy havinga go at some
historic stuff:it’s areally nice
paddock.Idon’tthink there’sa
lotinit between us, butit would
beinterestingtosee!” W




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018 29

Photos: Hal Ridge, fiaworldrallycross.com

KNOCKHILL RETURNS TO
RDARALLYCROSS ROSTER

SS ROUND-UP

The 2018 MSA British
Sporting Trial champion lan
Wright won the final round
on Sunday at the Gloster
Trial, having not won

since September.

A fabulous climb during
the afternoon as conditions
rapidly deteriorated, gaining
seven points on second
placed Roland Uglow
helped himto glory.

Having returned to his live-
axle Sherpa, Josh Veale led
at lunch but, three hills from
the end, broke something
in the drivetrain and dropped
to eighth.

Boyd Webster completed
the podium just ahead of
autumn form man John Fack,
Stuart Beare and Julian Fack
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Clubmen competition'se tatn 2
flmsh northiof.the: harder

who all tied.
Arthur Carroll just pipped
Veale to finish top live-axle,

2018 BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross

NO | DATE CIRCUIT

with Andy Wilks and Jerome

March 24 | Blyton Park

Fack completing the top 10

May 18 Pembrey

tied on 68. Pat Henson

May 19 Pembrey

had a great day to win the

June 30 Blyton Park

intermediate independent

August 10 | Pembrey

class from Martin Grimwood.

August 11 | Pembrey

Richard Sharp returned

Sept 28 Lydden Hill

®IN|O (0|~ WIN (=

from a broken arm, having

Oct 20 Knockhill

had the cast off in the week to
finish midfield, while Darren
Underwood won the Rookie
class and Phil Haines won

By HalRidge

the clubman class.
Duncan Stephens

Results

Gloster Sporting Trial

Organiser: 750MC Western Centre Where:
Stroud, Gloucester When: December 2
Starters: 32

1 lan Wright (Sherpa Indy, 36 marks;

2 Roland Uglow (Crossle, 42 marks);

3 Boyd Webster (Crossle); 4 John Fack
(MSRY); 5 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy);

6 Julian Fack (Crossle); 7 Arthur Carroll
(Sherpa); 8 Josh Veale (Sherpa);

9 Andy Wilks (Crossle); 10 Jerome
Fack (MSR).

Rallycross is settoreturn to
Scotland next year, with Knockhill
pencilled in to hold its first
rallycross eventin five seasons.

The Fife circuit will host the eighth
and final round of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championshipin2019inan
agreement that will alsoinclude running
the 2020 finale at the British Touring Car
Championship venue.

Rallycross hasn’t been held in Scotland
since British RXlastran atthetrackin
2014, while the Clubmans series hasn’t
travelled North of the border since 2011.

“We are delighted to be hosting
rallycrossagain at Knockhill,” said
Stuart Gray, director of events and
marketing. “It will be five years since
welast hosted rallycross and we know
the track will be exciting for the drivers
and the Scottish fans, who will love to
seeitsreturnaftersolong.”

Petter Solberghas warned that his
PSRX team couldloseits Volkswagen
supportif the electricfuture of the
World Rallycross Championshipisn’t
confirmed in the coming weeks.

Volkswagen had planned to sign up for
the electric switch for 2020, before it was
forced tobe postponed until 2021. While
the Germanmarqueisstillkeentobe
partof the concept, following Peugeot's
recent withdrawal, Volkswagen
would need to bejoined by atleast
two other manufacturers for -
thetransition to be confirmed
for2021.

The deadline for marquesto
signupis March 29 next year,
but Solbergsays his teamneedsa
clearideaaboutthefuturein .
advance of thatdateif -
itistomaintain ~. e
Volkswagen backing
for thenexttwo years.

olkswagen has been a supporter of the electrification of World RX

“Ithink therehasta

i

The Clubmans series will be held over
eightroundsin 2019, starting at Blyton
Park on March 24,in a clash with the
openinground of the British Rallycross
Championship at Silverstone.

Then, the BTRDA Clubmans series
will head to Pembrey for a double-header
weekend on May 18/19. Blyton will host
round four on June 30, before a second
double-headerin South Wales at
Pembrey (August10/11).

Areturnto Lydden Hill for the second

Solherg urges World RX hosses for electric decision

beavery clarified plan that we have to
goelectric, justto put down thefootand
thisishow we’re going,” Solberg

told Motorsport News. “Timeis going, it
justhastohappen pretty soon with the
commitmentandIthink that’s the only
thingthat can happen for the future.
Ithastohappen.It’svery clear.”

He continued: “It should be clear before
that [March 29deadline], that’s for sure.
If nothinghashappened before the
end of December thenit willbea
different thing. For next year,
asIsaid, things have tohappen
around theelectric, thatisthekey
for everything and for the future.”

Ford has publicly madenoises
aboutits interestin the series,
while MNunderstandsa
-, thirdbrandisintalks
aboutapossible entry.

Petter Solberg
. isconcerned

Knockhill last ran
= rallycross in 2014

time intwo yearsis planned on
September 28, with the season
concluding at Knockhill on October 20.
Arallycrosstestday will be held at
the Scottish circuit on October 19.

Forthefirst time since the BTRDA
Clubmans series was rejuvenated at
the end of 2013, Croft Circuit doesn’t
appear on the calendar, series bosses
citingalack of available dates at the
North Yorkshire venue as thereason
foritsabsence.

Ovenden looks to step
up to Supercar assault

Two-time Supernational rallycross
champion Tristan Ovendenis eyeing
amovetothe headline Supercar class
inthefuture, but thinksitlikely that
he will defend his crownsin the two-
wheel-drive Supernational category
nextyearaswell.

The Canterbury driver told Motorsport
News: “Atthe moment we’ll be doing
Supernational again next year, but
it’'salong winter and we’ll try and
comeup with somethingelseto
moveon.”

Ovenden won a pair of single-make
Swift Sport titles before movingto
Supernational with a Renault Clio
Vé6lastyear.

“I'vereally enjoyed developing myself
and the Clio.It’'sbeen a greatjourney
andIthink we’vemadereally good
progress withit,” hesaid. “Supercar
isthedream, that’s ultimately
thenextstepthatI’dreallylike to
haveagoat,solhopethatoneday
we will bethere.”

Kenneth Hansen targets a return to the World Rallycross Championship with his own two-car operation

Fourteen-time European Rallycross
champion Kenneth Hansen is working
onareturntothe World RXasateam
ownerin 2019.

The Swederan his own rallycross
concern until theend of 2017, when the
Team Peugeot Hansen squad, in which
Peugeothad supported Hansen’s efforts
since 2014, was changed intoafull
factory team.

Hansen continued to work for the
factory outfit as team manager, but
following Peugeot’s withdrawal from

theseries, heis aiming toreform his own

team. “It didn’t take so many minutes
[after discovering that Peugeot
wouldn’t continue] before you start
toreconsider whatis possible now,”
Hansen told MN. “Of courserallycross
isour passion and
the thing we are best at. We have even
been to Chinatotry makeitwork.”
The Hansen family had already
been working on plans for a satellite
rallycross programme with their own
team before the Peugeot decision. That

World RX effort with wife Susann and
sons Timmy and Kevin allinvolved.
Hansen Sr added: “We have been in
the top of rallycross for many years
and toonly focus on anational
championship or European

championshipisnot so motivating. We
target to go in the world championship.

Of course with the shortage of time

before next yearit’s definitely not

easy, but we are trying at least.”
Hansen says that if budget can be

hasnow been escalated into trying for a

secured, the most efficient way to
operateintop-level rallycrossisasa
two-car team. “The best way would
betoruntwo. That’s most efficient
andit’snottoobig-it’squite
controllabletodoitand youcan
doitinaquiteclever way todo

it cost-efficiently, but also
performance-efficient.”

Like World RX colleague Sebastien
Loeb, Hansen isin talks with Peugeot
Sportabout running ex-works 208
Supercarsin the series next year.

ansens willlook for 2019 berths
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MN SAYS...
Take apunt onTom, it’s no Gamble

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award winner shows that taking a risk can pay off

Huge congratulations must go to Tom Gamble, who was crowned as the 30th McLaren Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the Year at the
Autosport Awards ceremony in London on Sunday night.

For him, it was another step forward in his rapid career progress. Jumping from the Ginetta Junior Championship into BRDC British F3 was arisk: it was
almost like learning to run before you can walk, but he took the transition in his stride. He was up against some vastly more experienced opposition in that
competition and came fifth in the points in 2018. There were others among the final clutch of drivers — which included Jamie Caroline, Max Fewtrell and Kiern
Jewiss —who, on the face of it, have stronger CVs in terms of on-track success.

But it validates the work put in by the judges as the drivers go through a two-day shoot out at Silverstone. The key for those assessing each driver is not just the il
one lap pace —although that is important — but it is about attitude and approach. It seems Gamble has all of these in abundance. 'l

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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ok Tuneinfor Ferrari Challenge Catch thefinal racingaction of RALLY
Europeaction from one of the year from the Ginetta GT4 : SATURDAY
Italy’smost famous tracks, Supercup and British Formula : MAmbleside, Cumbria

Misano (Thursday, 1000-1100hrs,
Sky SportsF1).

With Fernando Alonsoretiring
from Formula1—for
now atleast—whatbettertime

4 Championship from Brands
Hatch with Motorsport UK as
titles were still up for grabs
(Saturday, 0830-0930hrs, ITV4).
And finally, watch the season

: Hippo Motor Group Grizedale
: Stages Rally

: Starts 0930hrs Admission free
: Web grizedalestages.co.uk

Autosport Media UK Limited,
1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK

torelive the first of his 32 review of the British : SUNDAY R A
victorieswith F1 ClassicRaces. Rallycross Championship. : EKnockhill Racing Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149
Travel back to the 2003 A year-long battle between : Circuit, Fife Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News’

: Knockhill Stages
. Starts 0900hrs

Hungarian Grand Prix where
Alonsoromped toadominant

Mark Higgins, Julian Godfrey
and Ollie O’Donovan went until

Twitter: @MNmotorsport

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

victoryin hisRenaultand thefinal round at Silverstone, ¢ Admission adult £10, children
showed the first sign of but who would finish on top? : under 12 free Web knockhill.com L s,
things to come (Thursday, Find out on Monday (1700- : o James

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk

Alonso leads from pole and took first win in Hungary, 2003

2135-2350hrs, Sky Sports F1). 1800hrs, BT Sport 2).

¢ Details correctattime of press but

BOOK REVIEW

The case of legendary designer
JohnBarnardisonethat
demonstratesthelimitations
of statistics. Purenumbers
of races and titles won by
hiscarssuggestagood career,
butnotnecessarily a great one.
Yetin technical achievements
Barnardis possibly unparalleled.
Somethingmade plain in his
recently released biography, The

Perfect Car, written by Nick Skeens.

Skeensdescribes the carbon
monocoque of Barnard’s
McLaren MP4/1as “the greatest
innovation in motorsport since
the engine was moved behind
thedriver”,andit’shardto
argue. Barnard alsointroduced
into Formula 1 the paddleshift
gearbox and coke-bottle chassis
thatremaininuseby all teams
threedecadeson.

Theselandmark developments
are but afew examples of his
relentlessinventions, which this
book and its appendedlist of his
milestones make clear. Barnard’s
perfectionism raised technical
standards wherever he went.

Thisisabiography written
with the subject’s close
involvement. Yet crucially it
isnohagiography, asthereis
another side toBarnard, about
asreadily associated with him
ashisinnovation: ashortand

NEXT WEEK

volcanicfuse, abrusque manner
and uncompromising ‘my
(perfect) way or the highway’
stubbornness—encapsulated
by his ‘Prince of Darkness’
nickname. He also, at points of
his career, seemed —justified
ornot—quick tomistrustand
perceive slights, and was needy
of acknowledgement.
Togetherthey contributed to
many brokenrelationshipsand
opportunitieslost. Some career
decisions seem oddly, or quickly,
motivated. Heregrets more than
one of them and they all go some
way to explaining the relative
shortage of statistical success.
AsdoesBarnard’s appetite for
step-changes; constantrefinery
didnot motivate him. “Ifound
tweakingreally boring,”he says.
That restlessness also manifested
itself in hismoving teams often
tooearly ashe pursued the next
ground-up challenge. When
reminiscing aboutleaving
Ferrariin 1989 ontheeveof its
upturninform, hesays: “Inever
followitthroughtotheend.”
This, Skeens suggests, is
“the costof progress”. A
more conciliatory character
likely would not have forced
suchvaststrides. Therein lies
Barnard’s paradox.
The Perfect Carisimmensely

T e e

detailed, searchingand
comprehensive—aided by
Barnard’s photographicrecall
aswell asbynocorner cutting
in Skeens’ research. It covers
each stage of Barnard’slife
andhow theyrelatetoeach
otherforensically, including
hischildhood years, an early
careerthatincludeda
successful stintin America,
when Barnard appeared his
most content, then F1.
Skeens’backgroundisnotin
racingbutindesign, yet you’d
never know it as he explores
each subject with authority
and enthusiasm. Ina weighty
tome—nearly 600 pages—
Motorsport News only spotted
three minor factualerrors. The
book contains a vastrange of
contributing voices, including
from the ‘other side’ of disputes.
Contentiousissuesaredissected
unflinchingly, including those
wherein Barnard doesnot emerge
flattered. The proseis engaging
andthenecessary technical
sectionsrarely feel inaccessible.
Plenty will endear you to
Barnard. Heisopenand
reflective about his own
shortcomings and mistakes.
His commitment tofamily
isarunningtheme. Heis willing
to concede when othershave

W

Barnard’s storyistoldin ok

better solutions. He works
constructively on the ‘big
picture’—notingthatit’s
sloppiness on small things
thatincites his temper. Heis
loyal to close colleagues and
many talk of theirinvaluable
learningasthey worked for him.
Thebook alsodetails that
Barnard had morethan his
fair share of genuinely
unpleasant experiences.
Onecriticismisrelated tothe
book’s weight, however —it
could have benefited from
greater editing. Some of the

lﬁm
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: please check before travelling

THE
PERFECT
CAR

THE-BIDERAFHY Df

JOAN-BARNARD

FRUREERLRT ) AN 0 (T g

BY MIEL BREFug

The Perfect CarRRP £40.00

anecdotes, digressions and
explanations seem wandering
and unnecessary, though the
latter group, MNimagines,
wasincluded with anon-
motorsportaudienceinmind.
Perhaps, too, the addition of
diagrams and sketches could
have aided the understanding
of technical passages.

Yet these are minor points.
The Perfect Carisafittingrecord
of thelife and career of one of
motorsport’smost complex,
andmost vital, contributors.
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NEW Massive 20179 Full colour Rally Design Motorsport Catalogue NOW AVAILABLE!
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CAR SHOW Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £3118.27
W Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std, each E72,10 £E86.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each ET75.00 £210.00

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019

ATLAS AXLE PARTS, BLACKLINE '

Atlas plate style diff. historic spec. with ‘Boreham’ mods,
18 tooth side gears £495.80 £594.96

Full listing of all MkT and Mk2 body panels on our website

- o~
|I| | 'I|

SPARES s X-Flow ally N‘;’;" 52
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £2.50 £39.00 I ""I|.|' £179.60 £215.
Momﬁorrpme kit £83.90 £100.68 | I .|||.. '.
Wavy plate each £16.20 £19.56 (l ,
Atlas CWP. 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £229.50 £275.40 SPEETY SEAENNG PRI xﬂ?; :‘r-:r ET; ?zr
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £460.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch E189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch E2715.00 £258.00 - [
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 L[] Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 ‘A : cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 - £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever £57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 £35.69 (avallable blue, black or red)

Caliper mount brackels, suil AP pair £29.50 E£35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.34 £74.81

7x13 £76.00 £91.20
8x13 £87.50 £105.00
8x15 £99.00 £118.80
Fully floating hub assembly without shafts pair £218.60 £262.32
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford -I-'-; *"""" o
plus (2) 4340’ halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 £8=.
{choice of length) £228.60 £394.38
Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Situds each5.90 E7.08 )
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.712 £9.75
Bearing, top qualit each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145- 2201&; pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340 shaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £33.80 £40.56
820mm ‘4340” halishaft, 18 tooth each £E82.50 £99.00 1.9% & 2.25" coil spri 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00 E34.80
Adjustable spring seat kit £24.50 £29.40 WCP solid state fuel pump E19.00 £22.80
e :’-‘f‘;ﬁm ’“ff’fﬂ, e g dom e ek e He’r;fr sprin or, 2.25%-2.25" £10.50 £12.60 WCP injection fuel pump from £32.19 £38.63
4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally Gaz, ﬂ“ﬂl front shocks each E67.60 £81.12 Bonnet p.!:l"l‘ 'H:IS, stainless £5.00  £6.00
manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of abrupt Gaz, able (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00 E£8.40
.m:ckﬂtm taking some lead off the differential and CWFP. However, it has a very hﬂl Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each EG5.00 EFR.00 Aerocaich from £31.00 £37.20
ﬂmﬁ* fe sustain i'"m" torque loads without failure. 4340 is the -draf !-Hﬂu Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio E179.50 £143.40 Avanti map light from £19.50 £23.40
oyt mN":”“""! 4340% the yield and tensile strength, and RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 2 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite £29.60 £35.52
”’“ Wameter hntlstonh. H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00 £7.20
266 x 21 ‘Forest” lype discs pair £E159.00 £190.80 .
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,

Halfshaft flange, not F/E, suit std. axe each £59.50 E71.40 pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
lbzl ate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio £274.50 £257.40 £70.99 £13.19
Avan' 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OEM style steering rack mounts pair £16.80 £20.16 Group T vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 AL pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std, halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing lop mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 E£59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 £11.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth {please state) £32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race lype top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54,3.7,3.9,4.1,44.47,49,51,53 £295.50 £275.40
Spare side bearing, top quality E19.90 £23.88
Crush washer £5.90 £7.08 4.25 lir FIA plumbed-in fire system,
Crown wheel bearing £9.90 £11.88 full fnstm‘.‘at;::n kit, FIA Mﬂgﬂfﬂn EX 037.13
Pinion bearing - . £E14.50 £17.88 Kit £159.80 £191.76
Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,
inc. (2) *4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth E443.80 £532.56 TCA's ‘Pattern’ style ir £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace ring £39.90 £47.88 TCA's “OEM” style pair  £E63.50 £76.20 Escort Laminated & Heated Screens
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 £119.40 ;Di bush msg:g J::# £14.90 E}{?-ﬁﬂ
SPARES win cam antr £59.50 1.40 4 % 7
Semi-floating hub assembly (less bearing) cach £144.40 £173.28  Anti-dive kit e1.00 £37.20  Escort ﬂ’;; 2',;"' ‘E’"‘,"“‘g geeen (et ’“ubh";” £69.50 £83.40
Bearing "4340° £48.90 £59.76 World cup X-member E106.50 E127.80 nt laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 E83.40
- . L. i - . Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) E198.60 £238.32
Ha"fshaﬂ.. st m-ﬂmﬂﬂg kit E77.50 £93.00 World cup mounls pair £28.50 E34.20 Mk2 Front heated laminated 17 (i rubberj E198.60 £238.32
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends ) each E10.50 £12.60 :“'"ﬂ' ML iront o m:r crdiolhie. TR T
Flange, Group 1 fype £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling £19.80 £23.76 en scree s .
" | ¥ <5 g ; i Escort Mk1 rear screen rubber £23.92 E28.70
Brake disc, 265 x 10 each £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit E119.50 £143.40 Escort Mk2 front ik
Heavy duty 4-link kit £185.00 £222.00 issiablrnnad ey gg-gg g:-x
HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE e i t1700 tongo  Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
- _ ; M2 spring shackles car set £23.50 £28.20 14”or 17" rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
English axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.80 OFEM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80  Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Paris
50{":’“ FWD - flf;}g; ;‘S'e:::fm F:?m’- KA, P Escort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
rion, Puma I RS steering arms pair £69.50 £83.40 Bonnet C ir £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 77 Caterham ) £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair £79.50 £95.40 Bonnet m::;psfnp, sef of 4 e £10.90 £13.08
Focus 5T170, Mini Cooper 'S ) Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £711.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £5.12
(6-speed G‘E‘”’S box) £399.00 £478.80 Allly hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom b ulfhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Marda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable gro £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40 Steering column bulkﬁea £7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leaf springs, 1461b rate each £49.50 E£59.40 Handbrake bac!rﬂa:e dust l's pair £7.10 E8.52
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 £53.88 Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing type gearlever £38.50 E£46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 E61.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
5-speed bearing fype gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 E£1548 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
5-speed quickshift conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump £137.00 ET64.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 ally ’Pm‘Efdrhmb £14.90 £17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair E16.50 £719.80 Rear bumper side plugs, sef of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 Body jacking kit car sel £119.50 E143.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Propshafi, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/47D, 65mm £13.90 £16.68 Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 E6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I —
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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

If you would like to advertise
your products ox

services here please email

Performance Instruments

Benjamin.kavanagh@ _ °
—  scHRck lfgline
mOtOISPOIt.COIn (RACELOGIC o o e i Fivn & & X

Satety Sysinms Lic
N VARLEY RED Top'™
THAE COMICLIPAL MACIFCG RAT TEMmINS

0203 405 8109 O 20N

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk

01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk
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RacELuEar

-CO.UK
The Winning Chmce.‘

For style, quality and service that is second to none.

Suppliers to leading teams and individuals.
UK based design team can work with you to
create your unique custom design.

Full range of boots, gloves, underwear,
helmets and accessories.

Contact us for further information.

www.freemracewear.co.uk

Call: 01233 740 615
Email: aaron@freemracewear.co.uk

) @racewearfreem [ racewearfreem [&) racewearfreem
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MARKETPLACE

RECRUITMENT
DRIVEN BY
PASSION

.|

Find yod}mc‘i;‘éam job

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsport

motorsportjobs.com Motorsport jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

-

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B S .

¥ Connected to you

T e |

4

——

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system. W g
SN R
In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE _ 5 For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office




38 DECEMBER 5 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

ﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmetorsport.com

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS
acecars.co.u

~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS
i\m\\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR
SR e r

1--(-. -— ‘.f, -

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists =~ J 5

eEmbroidery % '

ETe g

®Quick Turnaround /

®Min Order Only 4 k

®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.logomeup.co.uk = 01158

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
2 Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

Part =)

Performance and Tuning Parts

(o-or @Oﬂ

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

R)

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Living Hae Wight life
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913

E: sales(@eliteracingtransmissions.com

-
L
4 g
&
> o . fu ,""’:._ '

Transmissions

sisit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made >
FiA Fuel Cells. WE A
Short lead times. ,
TucinglCell s
01527 521050 N AU 7 Cell,

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

I 3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




CURPRA ATECA

TE BY HEART, NOT GRS,

CUPRA ATECA. CREATEYOUR OWN PATH.
reated a sport SUV with 300HP, DSG Automatic Gearbox

aind 4Drive, we were not following the crowd. When we crafted each

jeta de and out, we were not taking an easy road. When we chose
to have 19-inch alloy wheels in aluminium and carbon fibre details, we

didn’t settle for the standards. We only knew. Not what we would find

way, but exactly where we wanted to go. And here we are. Made

diong e
for those who create their own path

Average fue nsumptionin mpg {litres per 100km): 31.7 {(6.5) to 43.5 (B.9)
CO2 emussions 168 g/km. Standard EU figures for comparative purposes
May r ct real driving results. Comparisons may be unreliable

re information see cupracfficial.co.uk/witp-ateca

mage is not SEAT UK specil

cations

FFICIAL.CO.UK

cCuUuUPRA



