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YOUNG DRIVER TOPS THE TROPHIES 
AT THE UTOSPORT AWARDS P23
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FLUXIE WHAT NEXT FOR WORLD RX?

REUNITED!
VETERAN RACER BACK 
TO HIS ROOTS P25 HOW THE SERIES PLANS TO REBOUND P26

TER
By David Evans

Sebastien Ogier said 
goodbye to his “best 
boss ever” in M-Sport’s 
Malcolm Wilson last 
week and now turns 
his attention to 
making more World 
Rally Championship 
history with Citroen.

The Frenchman will aim 
to become just the second 
driver ever to win world 
titles with three different 
manufacturers next 
season – and he starts that 
challenge having learned 
plenty from M-Sport.

“You are always 
learning in this sport,” 
Ogier told MN, “and 
certainly my time at 
M-Sport has made me 
stronger. I have to say 
thank you to them for that 
– and a big thank you to 
my friend and my best 
boss Malcolm.”
Full story p2-3
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ByDavidEvans

Sebastien Ogier flew out
of Britain following an
emotional farewell to his
World Rally Championship-
winning M-Sport team
earlier this week, admitting
his time with the Cumbrian
squad would stay in his
heart forever.

Ogier,co-driverJulienIngrassia
andmorethan250of theteam’s
staff attendedthesend-off at
DovenbyHallonMonday.

Ogiersaid:“Thisteamandthese
peoplewillalwaysbespecial for
JulienandI.Wefeelnowlikewe
arepartof theM-Sport family
andwillstaylikethis,wewill
alwayshavethisteamclosetoour
heart. Ihavetosayanincredibly
bigthankyoutoallof theguysin

OGIER
AS CITROEN

FORMOTORSPORTNEWSSTAFFCONTACTDETAILSPLEASESEEP31

Bottas vows to
ome back stronger

AUTOSPORT AWARDS 2018 ROUND-UP

WHAT’S HAPPENED
TO THE WRX?

P4

P20

P26

ISISSUE

LOEB LEFT WITH NO
DRIVE...FOR NOW

GAMBLE WINS
MABA PRIZE

P12

P23

Racing news 4
Historic race and rally news 11
Rally news 12
Rally reports 17
Skoda Motorsport 18
Christmas gifts 19
Autosport Awards round-up 20
Gamble wins MABA 23
SUBSCRIBE TO MOTORSPORT NEWS 24

Flux rolls back the years 25
What’s happened to WRX? 26
The Jackson three 28
Sporting Scene 29
Letters/Comment/What’s On 30
Wanted: Loeb back full-time in WRC

Crew: Fond Ford memories

this team,they have been so 
fantastic for two years. And, of  
course, I want to say a special 
thank you to the boss. The best 
boss I had, to Malcolm [Wilson]. 
He made all of  this possible.”

Team principal Wilson added: 
“I don’t know what I can say. For 
two years these guys have just 
kept on delivering. I wanted to 
bring them here so badly and 
they delivered on every level for 
us. We’ve learned a lot from them 
and the job for us now is to use 
that and to take it forward.”

Ogier’s focus must now shift 
to developing the Citroen C3 
WRC he will drive for the next 
two years – the final two years – 
in his WRC career. Back with 
the French manufacturer he 
last competed with in 2011, he 
tested the car for the first time 
in Portugal last week.

“I drove only for two days,” 
the Frenchman told MN, “so it’s 
really too early to say what is the 
feeling with the car. The one thing 
I can say straight away is that I 
didn’t discover something which 
is worrying me, there was no bad 
surprise for me. We started to 

work [with the team] like I 
expected we would, which is good.

“There are of  course lots of  
areas for us on the car to look 
at and this will take a bit of  time: 
differential, for example, but 
again but my initial feeling is not 
too bad and I’m sure we’ll find the 
right solutions quite quickly.”

Part of  Ogier’s motivation 
for the switch from M-Sport to 
Citroen was the chance to 
become only the second driver 
in the sport’s history to win the 
world championship with three 
different manufacturers. Juha 
Kankkunen was the first, 
winning with Peugeot, Lancia 
and Toyota. In addition to his 
two titles with M-Sport, Ogier 
has four with Volkswagen.

“It’s an interesting challenge,” 
said Ogier. “And I really think 
there’s potential, with the 
equipment here to write a nice 
story, but from here on it’s going 
to be important to quickly see 
what works and what works less 
well to try to feel as well prepared 
as possible from Monte Carlo.”

Ogier, who will be back aboard 
a C3 WRC for a Monte Carlo test 

ISSUEMJ3158DECEMBER 5 2018

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT
WRITE TO US
Motorsport News
Autosport Media UK Ltd,
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,
TW91AG

FACEBOOK 
Search for 
‘Motorsport News’

TWITTER
Updates: 
@MNmotorsport

DIGITAL
ISSUE 
See motorsport
-news.co.uk

EMAIL US
letters@
motorsport-news.
co.uk

YOUR PICS
email: letters@
motorsport-news.
co.uk
Photographs must be of a good 
quality and please send no 
more than three images

World champion buoyed by opening

Ogier drove his new mount for two days last week and will drive again before Monte



Ogier was pleased after
maiden run in the Citroen
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HAILS FORD
JOURNEY BEGINS

laterthismonth,sayshewill
needthefullsupportof the
Citroenteaminhisbidfora
sixthconsecutivesuccessful
titledefence.

“That’snotsomethingthatyou
candoonyourown,”hesaid.

CitroenteamprincipalPierre
BudartoldMNhehadbudgeted
forallof Ogier’sdevelopment
needswiththeC3.

“Wearecommittedtohave
severaltestsof coursewith
SebastienandEsapekka[Lappi,
Ogier’snewteam-mate]and
wearealsocommittedtodoall
thenecessarydevelopment–
everythinghasbeenincluded
inourbudgetfornextyear.We

willdevelopwhatisnecessary
accordingtowhatwewilldecide
withthem.Ourfirst test [in
Portugal]wasaworkingsession
tohavesomefirstguidelines
sharedbetweenus.”

Budaradmittedhewasdelighted
toseeOgierbackintheteam,
adding:“It’saverynicefeeling
andalsoafriendly feeling
because Seb was quite in the
family already. Very quickly we
could see this feeling was very
nicewithallof theteam.Heknows
afewpeopleintheteam already
from his first period in Citroen.
The feeling was as if he was at
home and it’s very nice to see
him back at home, it’s like that.”

    steps with C3 WRC machine

CitroenRacingteamprincipal
PierreBudarhasexplained
thereasonforthelossof
AbuDhabiRacingandthe
implicationforhisVersailles-
basedteamnextseason.

Wheninitialimagesemerged
fromSebastienOgier’sfirsttest
inaC3WRClastweek,there
wasanticipationthattheAbu
Dhabidealwasstillon–the
stickerswerestillontheside
of thecar.Bytheafternoon,
thedealwasoff.Andsowere
thestickers.

Budarsaid:“Therelationship
stoppedaftersixyearsbecause
AbuDhabiRacingandits
governmenthavetodosome
studyingonwhatisgoingon
intheirinvestment.Afterthe
resultin
hopeth
butalso
Qassim
waspos

“Them
forusw

numberof carswerunin2019.
Withoutthepartnershipof
AbuDhabi, itwillbemore
difficulttohaveathirdcar.
Sofarwecanonlyconfirm
twocarsforCitroenRacing.
Itwasaconditiontohavea
partnershipwithAbuDhabi
togetathirdcar,soyesitwill
bemuchmorecomplicatedto
getthat[third]carunlesswe
getanotherpartner.”

Budaraddedthattherewas
everypossibilityAbuDhabi
wouldbebackwithCitroen,
followingitsevaluation,in2020.

MadsOstberg,whostepped
intoreplaceKrisMeekewho
wassackedbytheFrenchfirm
aftertheRallyof Portugal
inMay,saidthelossof the

rhadended
yinginthe
.
thno
astoption
ontract

ared.I’m
orryand
ointed
now.Ifelt

at home with the team and 
happy with the way we were 
moving forward as a team.”

Ostberg is well acquainted 
with the tribulations of  the 
WRC driver market, having 
been forced to sit out large parts 
of  last season having been 
dropped by the M-Sport World 
Rally Team at the end of  2016.

“It’s time to buckle up and 
fight back,” said Ostberg. 
“I’ve done it before and I can do 
it again! I’m open for different 
possibilities, but WRC is, 

of  course, where my heart lies.  
“Now it’s time to get back 

to the drawing board, finding 
a way to fight my way back. I’m 
not done being a rally driver.”

Citroen’s other drivers 
Sebastien Loeb and Craig 
Breen are both working to 
find other options to remain 
in the WRC next season.

For further details of  their 
efforts – together with a full 
analysis of  implications for 
the loss of  Citroen’s third car – 
see analysis, page 14.

Citroen upbeat despite funding blow

Abu Dhabi backing will not be on the C3 cars this term

Ogier finished third in the points in 2011 for the Citroen team

Budar
only in



Stroll will drive for his father’s team

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Midfield podiums
Formula 1 sporting boss Ross 
Brawn says it is “unacceptable” 
that midfield teams have only 
scored two podiums between 
them since the start of 2017. 
Sergio Perez bagged third place 
for Force India in this season’s 
Azerbaijan Grand Prix, one year 
after Lance Stroll scored the
same result for Williams at the
same race. “Two podiums from
a total of 123 [across the two
seasons] is unacceptable,
especially when it comes with
an ever increasing technical
and financial divide,” said
Brawn. “It’s a problem we are
tackling together with the FIA
and the teams, because the
future of Formula 1 depends on
it. There are various solutions
on the table and we must all
accept that we can’t go on like
this for too much longer.”

Hamilton’s crash
Lewis Hamilton took part in a
Superbike trackday at Jerez last
Saturday, suffering a small crash in
the process. Hamilton was riding a
Yamaha YZF-R1, the same bike
used in the World Superbike
championship by the works-backed
Crescent team this year. Italian outlet
Gazzetta dello Sport reported the
Mercedes F1 driver worked with
Crescent during the test, which was
organised by British trackday firm
No Limits. His day was hampered by
a small crash, but he escaped the
incident without any injuries, and 
was able to continue riding afterwards.

Vettel can improve
Sebastian Vettel admits he 
was not “at the top of my game” 
in F1 this season at times, but 
knows where he and Ferrari 
need to improve for 2019. He 
said: “Naturally, the year I’ve 
had, I don’t think I ever have 
any problems raising my hand if 
I made a mistake. I think I know 
what I need to do. Certainly, 
here and there, looking back I 
haven’t been at the top of my 
game. So, I look at myself 
first, I think I can be better 
than I was at times this year.”

Kimi back at Sauber
Kimi Raikkonen returned to the 
wheel of a Sauber F1 car for the first 
time in 17 years last week. Ahead of
his move to the team for the 2019
season, the Finn tested with Sauber
on the first day of the tyre test in Abu
Dhabi. It was his first experience of
Sauber’s current set-up after he last
raced for the team back in 2001. His
day ended early with an unspecified
technical problem and he was 11th
fastest of the 12 drivers to set a time
on the opening day. Carlos Sainz Jr
was another driver to have a first run
with their new team, and he said he
has “a lot of information to analyse”
after his McLaren debut.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Stroll finally confirmed but Racing Point name due to change before season

The Racing Point name is not a 
permanent new title for the former Force 
India team and will change before the 
start of  the 2019 Formula 1 season.

The provisional entry list for the 2019 
F1 World Championship lists the team 
and chassis name as Racing Point, but 
that is just a temporary measure as the 
Silverstone outfit makes the transition 
from its former identity as Force India.

The team was originally rebranded as 
Racing Point Force India following a 
takeover by a consortium led by Lance 
Stroll’s father, Lawrence.

Williams driver Stroll has been linked 
with a move to the team and this was 
finally confirmed last week, meaning the 
whole 2019 grid has now been decided.

“I’m pleased that we can finally 
confirm Lance’s arrival to race alongside 

Sergio next year,” said team principal 
Otmar Szafnauer. “It gives us an exciting 
line-up with the perfect blend of  youth, 
talent, and experience.

“Lance is only 20 and already has two 
years of  Formula 1 experience under his 
belt, as well as a podium finish and a 
front-row start.”

Stroll had his first experience with the 
team in the Abu Dhabi tyre test last week.

BOTTAS VOWS TO ADOPT ‘DRIVE
LIKE I STOLE IT’ ATTITUDE
Mercedes man aims to bounce back

Photos: LAT

By Jonathan Noble

Valtteri Bottas has vowed to 
adopt a “drive like I stole it” 
attitude next year as he fights 
for his Mercedes future after a 
difficult 2018 Formula 1 season.

Having ended this year without a 
win, Bottas has openly admitted that 
the season just gone has been his most 
disappointing in grand prix racing.

With Esteban Ocon waiting in the 
wings at Mercedes as its reserve, 
Bottas – whose current contract 
only covers 2019 – says his plan for 
next year is to go on an all-out attack 
to prove how good he is.

“This sport is funny, you never 
know what happens in the future,” 

he said. “But I think the right mentality 
for me to approach next year is like I 
have nothing to lose.

“I just want to go for it and drive 
like I stole it, like it’s my last race, last 
day ever. That’s a good plan.”

Bottas won three races in his first 
season with Mercedes in 2017, but 
although this year was worse in terms 
of results, and he only finished fifth in 
the final standings, he is certain his 
form improved and he was closer to title-
winning team-mate Lewis Hamilton.

“What we’ve analysed as a team and 
what we spoke about with the guys is 
qualifying pace and race pace, compared 
to my team-mate, has been better this 
year on average, which is positive, but 
the results haven’t,” Bottas said.

“We need to analyse why the results 
weren’t there. Obviously sometimes 
it was unlucky, sometimes were 
different reasons.

“But I think performance-wise this 
year was better, but results-wise last 
year was better.”

Bottas remains adamant he has the 
speed and potential to beat Hamilton.

“In this sport, when you’re kind of  
sometimes thinking of  yourself, you’re 
thinking all kinds of  different things,” 
said Bottas.

“The main thing is always the 
thought that I’ve got to be the 
strongest, and I’ve never told myself  
that I’m not good enough to do this.

“Even though I feel disappointed 
for the season, I know that I can do 

much more than what this season 
proves, and that is the main thing.”

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff  says 
Bottas wants to “disappear” back 
home for the winter to help recover 
from his disappointing campaign.

 “He said to me that he just wants to 
disappear back home, recharge the 
battery,” said Wolff. “Forget, recover 
and recuperate, and then come back 
next year. It has just been very long. I 
can understand his frustrations.”

Wolff  believes that Bottas’s season fell 
apart once it became clear that he was 
no longer in championship contention.

“Speaking with the drivers, once the 
championship opportunity has been 
taken away, there is a drop,” he said. 
“And I think we’ve seen that this year.”

Finn was only fifth 
in final standings

It was a difficult 2018 for Bottas
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Formula3Europeanchampion
MickSchumacherwillgraduate
toFormula2nextyearwith
PremaRacing.

The19-year-oldtookeightwins
andafurthersixpodiumsonhisway
tohisfirstmajortitlethisseasonin
EuropeanF3withPremaRacing’s
sisteroutfitPremaPowerteam.

SchumacherattendedtheF2
seasonfinaleinAbuDhabi,and
testedwithPremaattheYas
MarinacircuitfromThursday
toSaturdaylastweek.

“I’mreallylookingforwardto
contestingmynextseasonwith
PremainFIAFormula2–alogical
steponmysportingpathinmyview,

becauseIwanttofurtherimprove
mytechnicalexperienceanddriving
skills,”saidSchumacher.

“Forme,itwasverycleartogo
intoFormula2withPrema.

“Ican’tthankthePremafamily
enoughforwhatweachieved
togetherasateam,especially
thisyear,howwecontinuedto
developtogether.”

GP3runner-upNikitaMazepin
willalsostepuptoF2nextyear
withtheARTGrandPrixteam.

The19-year-oldRussian,whohas
servedasdevelopmentdriverforthe
RacingPointForceIndiaFormula1
team,wonfourracesinhisdebut
GP3campaignandfinished16

pointsbehindhischampionART
team-mateAnthoineHubert.

HewillbejoinedatARTbyNyck
deVries,backforhisthirdseason
inthecategory,andSchumacher
willbepartneredbythereturning
SeanGelael.

Allfourdriverswereinaction
atthepost-seasonF2testinAbu
Dhabilastweek,withCarlin
driverLouisDeletraztopping
thefirstandthirddayof testing
ontheYasMarinacircuit.

Onthesecondday,GP3graduate
andCharouzRacingSystemdriver
JuanManuelCorreadenied
Schumacherthetopspotwith
alast-gasplap.

RedBullFormula1junior
DanTicktumwillnot
competeinFormula2
full-timenextyear,but
sayshewillraceina
winterseriestoboosthis
FIASuperlicencepoints.

Ticktum,whowonthe
MacauGrandPrixfora
secondtimelastmonth, is
fivepointsshortof the40
requiredtocompeteinF1.

SevenSuperlicence
pointsareofferedtothe
winnerandfivetothe
runner-upof theNew

Zealand-basedToyota
RacingSeriesthattakes
placefromJanuary
10-February10.

Ticktumbelievesthe
sameamountwillbe
offeredfortheAsianF3
winterseries (January
11-February24),although
thefinalnumberwillbe
confirmedaftertheFIA’s
WorldMotorSportCouncil
meetinginStPetersburg
today(Wednesday).

WithTicktumnowall-but
confirmedtocompetein

SuperFormula,hesaid
hewillraceinwhichever
winterseriesdoesnot
conflictwithSuper
Formulatesting.“It’sa
choicebetweenTRSand
AsianF3,”Ticktumtold
MN.“Iwill looktodo
whicheverdoesn’tclash
withanySuperFormula
commitments.

“MySuperFormula
deal isn’tconfirmed
andsignedyet, it’s just
lookingverylikelyI’ll
bedoingthat.”

Photos: LAT

Alonso back to Daytona 24 Hours with Wayne Taylor Racing team

W Series attracts 55 contenders for maiden season, including Garcia, Jorda, Chadwick and Moore, who will vie for 18 spots on grid next year

Rowland replaces
Albon in Formula E

Ticktum: No F2 but will do winter series for Superlicence points

OliverRowlandhasbeensigned
toreplaceFormula1-bound
AlexanderAlbonintheNissan
e.damsABBFIAFormulaEteam.

Rowland,whowasCharles
Leclerc’smainrivalforthe2017
Formula2title,willreplace
Albon,whohadbeenexpectedto
racealongsideSebastienBuemi
atNissaninFE’s2018/19season
beforehebecameafrontrunner
forthe2019ToroRossodrive
alongsideDaniilKvyat.

RowlandalsoreplacedAlbonfor
thefinaldayof theFEpre-season
testatValenciainOctober.

“TheFormulaEchampionship
featuressomeof thebestdrivers
intheworld,andit’sanhonour
tobeselectedbyNissane.dams
torepresenttheminseasonfive,”
saidRowland.

Seven-time NASCAR champion
Jimmie Johnson and two-time
Formula 1 champion Fernando
Alonso drove each other’s cars
last week in Bahrain during
the ‘JJxALO’ car swap. Alonso
also got a brief run in the 2013
Mercedes-powered MP4-28
before handing it over to
Johnson, as Alonso switched
to the 2018 road course

NASCAR Chevrolet… Toyota is
preparing to race on in the World
Endurance Championship in the
2019/20 season that starts next
September. The Japanese
manufacturer has yet to officially
confirm that it will compete in the
first season of the WEC run to
the ‘winter-series’ format, but the
Toyota Motorsport GmbH squad
in Cologne is readying itself for

another assault with the TS050
HYBRID in expectation of an
imminent decision… The entry
list for next year’s Le Mans 24
Hours will be revealed in two
stages. The first 50 cars on
the 60-strong entry for the
87th running of Le Mans on
June 16/17 will be unveiled
on February 11, with an
additional 10 cars and a

further 10 reserves announced
on March 1… Ex-Formula 1 driver
Rubens Barrichello’s son Eduardo
will race in the 2019 USF2000
Championship. The younger
Barrichello, 17, will drive for Miller
Vinatieri Motorsports in a two-car
team alongside Jack William Miller,
son of former Indycar driver Dr
Jack Miller… Richard Philippe,
the 2005 Formula BMW USA

champion, was killed in a
helicopter crash last month
in the Dominican Republic.
The 28-year-old Frenchman,
who was the younger brother
of Champ Car race winner
Nelson Philippe, died along
with their grandfather and
three others including the
pilot, a lieutenant colonel
in the Dominican Air Force.

Ex-Formula 1 drivers Fernando
Alonso and Kamui Kobayashi
will race in the 2019 Daytona
24 Hours with the IMSA
SportsCar Championship
Wayne Taylor Racing squad.

Alonso and Toyota World
Endurance Championship
team-mate Kobayashi will
join full-time drivers Renger
van der Zarde and Jordan
Taylor in the WTR #10
Cadillac DPi-V.R for the
2019 IMSA curtainraiser.

Alonso’s first visit to Daytona

this year resulted in a 38th
place finish after mechanical
issues, driving for the United
Autosports squad in a prelude
to his ongoing WEC season
that has already yielded a
Le Mans 24 Hours win and
the championship lead.

“I am very happy about
joining the Konica Minolta
Cadillac team and Wayne
Taylor Racing to race together
at the Rolex 24 At Daytona,”
said Alonso, who will also
race at the 2019 Indianapolis

500 with McLaren. “I made
my debut this year both in
endurance races and with
these sportscar prototypes,
as well as on this track.

“I was left wanting much
more after a brake issue
ended our hopes of stepping
onthepodium.

“Afteranintenseyearinwhich
I’vecompetedinbothFormula1
andtheWEC,I’mreallylooking
forwardto2019andattempting
toconqueroneof themost
importantracesintheworld.”

The all-female W Series has 
released a list of  55 contenders 
for a spot on the 18-driver grid for 
its inaugural campaign in 2019.

The championship, backed by 
the likes of  grand prix winner 
David Coulthard and Formula 1 

technical chief  Adrian Newey, 
was announced in October with 
a $1.5million [£1.1million] prize 
fund and no budget requirements 
from prospective participants.

It is set to be held over six rounds 
in 2019, running in support of  the 

DTM, and use F3-specification 
Tatuus T-318 machinery.

The organisers say they have 
been contacted by “more than 
100 applicants from 30 countries 
around the world”, from which the 
current ‘long-list’ was selected.

“We are thrilled but perhaps not 
surprised by the response,” series 
CEO Catherine Bond Muir said.

“Even today there is a massive 
gender imbalance in motorsport 
and W Series is making the first 
step to correct that.

BMW-backed former Red Bull 
junior Beitske Visser, ex-Renault 
Sport Academy driver Marta 
Garcia, former Lotus F1 tester 
Carmen Jorda and British GT 
class champion Jamie Chadwick 
are among the highest-profile 

names in the initial roster.
Other British drivers on the list 

are Britcar champion Sarah Moore, 
Carrera Cup racer Esmee Hawkey, 
2010 Formula Renault BARC 
champion Alice Powell and Mini 
Challenge driver Jessica Hawkins.

QUICK LAPSTHE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

European F3 champ
Schumacher tested

Alonso (l) and Kobayashi will team-up for Daytona 24 Hours

Formula 2 runner-up Rowland 
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By Matt James

The HMS Racing British Touring
Car Championship team will sit
out the 2019 campaign, but plans
to return to the category in 2020.

The Swindon-based team ran Rob
Austin in an Alfa Romeo Giulietta
in 2018 but, due to “several factors”,
the squad will now take a sabbatical.
Its TOCA BTCC licence is on loan
to Motorbase Performance for
next season.

Team principal Simon Belcher said:
“We are beyond disappointed HMS

Racing will not be on the BTCC grid
next year after five years of continual
progression. Very unfortunately, we
have had hurdles placed in front of
us which we simply can’t overcome in
the timeframe to meet the registration
deadline [December 1].”

Austin added: “This is heart-
breaking news, we worked so hard to
bring the Alfa Romeo to the BTCC grid
and we worked through the tough
period of development that’s required
with a new car. We felt we were making
progress and, with a solid winter
testing programme, believe we would

have enjoyed a strong 2019.
“As a team we did all we could

and working for Simon and the HMS
Racing team for the last three years
has been an absolute pleasure, I would
like to thank them for all their hard
work and support. It’s quite late in
the day, so I am not sure what 2019
holds for me as a driver.”

Handy Motorsport, which became
HMS Racing in 2018, was formed by
Belcher when he was racing himself.
Belcher contested Legends and three
years of the Renault UK Clio Cup
before switching to the British

Touring Car Championship in 2014.
He was 28th in the standings in 2015.

Austin joined the team in 2016
taking over the controls of the
Toyota Avensis, which was initially
overseen by Speedworks Motorsport.

However, the team branched out
on its own in 2017 and Austin won
the final round of that year’s contest
for the team.

HMS Racing built the new Alfa
Romeo Giulietta for 2018. Austin
scored two podiums in the Italian
hatchback on his way to 14th in
the standings.

HMS RACING WITHDRAWS
FROM 2019 BTCC SEASON

BTCC announces 30 cars set to be on grid next year

Mustang entry planned
for British GT in 2019

Johnson splits from Robinson, as O’Brien joins Balfe
Former British GT4 champion Graham 
Johnson has re-signed with Balfe 
Motorsport to drive a McLaren 570S GT4 
next year and will be joined by McLaren 
Driver Development Programme 
graduate Michael O’Brien, after splitting 
with long-time co-driver Mike Robinson.

Johnson and Robinson had raced 
together in endurance karting events in 
the early 2000s and competed in British 
GT since 2015, winning the ’16 title 
outright before adding the Pro-Am crown 
in ’17. But, after a trying season that 
yielded only one win at Brands Hatch, 
Johnson told MN it was time for a change.

“I would be surprisedif wedidn’tteam
up again in the future,we’regreatfriends
and we have fun racingtogether butat
some point you have tose
challenges,” Johnson ex

“I’ve got to learn howto
with someone new, I’vew
so long with Mike thatto
with someone else is goin
real challenge, but it’sge
e citi gtopart erwit M

and work with one of  their rising stars.”
Historic Formula Ford graduate 

O’Brien moves across from Tolman 
Motorsport, where he finished third 
in his debut season with fellow Silver-
graded driver Charlie Fagg.

In addition to the Pro-Am title, O’Brien 
is targeting another run at the outright 
championship, having missed out by 
just two points to Jack Mitchell.

“Coming so close this year was very 
disappointing, so hopefully we can go 
those couple of  places better next 
season,” O’Brien said.

 “It’s nice to have the continuityof
comingbacktothesamechampionship
andthesamec

Thirty cars will appear on the British 
Touring Car Championship grid in 2019 
as series bosses maintain their plan of  
trying to reduce the size of  the entry list. 

As alterations have happened in team 
ownership over the course of  the closed 
season, series director Alan Gow has 
managed to retain two TOCA BTCC 
Licences (TBL). These will be kept back 
by him – and he said that he did not want 
to allocate them “despite receiving 
serious applications from no fewer than 
three new teams wishing to participate 

in the forthcoming campaign”.
The teams need the TBLs to compete, 

and they stipulate a number of  demands 
such as guaranteed appearances 
at each round and a limited number 
of  driver swaps during the course 
of  the 30-race season.  

Teams will announce driver 
line-ups and details of  their cars and 
sponsorship agreements for 2019 over 
the coming weeks, prior to the release 
of  the finalised entry list, set to be 
distributed in March.

Austin took Alfa to
two podiums in ’18

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Fortec’sBrazilian
BraziliankarterRobertoFariahasbeen
announcedasFortecMotorsports’s first
driver forBritishFormula4nextseason.
Hegraduates intosingle-seatershaving
achieveddomesticandEuropean
success inkarts. “Thisyearwillbea
massive learningcurve forRoberto,
but Iamconfidenthewillmature into
acompetitivedriverchallengingfor
thepodiumand,withhardworkand
determination,astrongcontender
for theRookieCup,”saidFortec
teammanagerOllieDutton.

Kell toGinettaGT4
MazdaMX-5SuperSeries racer JamesKell
willmake theswitch to theGinettaGT4
Supercupnextseason.The21-year-old
becamearegular topsix finisher inhissecond
year of car racing this term and will now 
compete with the frontrunning Rob Boston 
Racing squad in the Ginetta category.

The Multimatic squad that 
masterminds Ford’s World Endurance 
Championship assault is planning a 
British GT campaign in 2019. 

Multimatic Motorsport, which races 
under the Ganassi banner in the GTE 
Pro class of  the WEC, expects to run 
the Ford Mustang it has developed 
for the GT4 category in the British GT 
Championship’s secondary class next 
year. A pair of  cars would be run from its 
workshops near Silverstone with long-
time Multimatic drivers Billy Johnson 
and Scott Maxwell as part of  the line-up. 

Multimatic racing boss Larry Holt 
explained that he wanted to compete 
with the Mustang GT4 in Britain to try 
to boost sales of  the car in Europe. 

“We’ve sold around 40 cars, but not 
many in Europe and only one in the UK, 
so we want to get the car out there to 
show it off,” he said. “We sold the car 
in the UK after we came up with the 
plan, but we’re pushing on with it 
because we like going racing.”
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Alfa Romeo Giulietta will be missing from the grid next year

Belcher ‘beyond disappointed’
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Series bosses are trying 
to control grid numbers

LICENCES
TEAM  TBLs
Aiden Moffat Racing 1
AmD/Cobra Exhausts 2
AmD/Trade Price Cars 2
BTC Racing 2
Ciceley Motorsport 2
Excelr8 Motorsport 2
Motorbase Performance 3* 
Power Maxed Racing 2
Simpson Racing 1
Speedworks Motorsport 1
Team Parker Racing 1
Team BMR  2
Team Dynamics 2
Team Hard  4
West Surrey Racing 3 
*including one TBL on loan from HMS Racing



Gooding joins Mini Challenge JCW grid with the title-winning Jamsport squad after successful Fiesta spell

Meyrick to head up
SuperStars scheme

Mini Challenge JCW title-winning 
team Jamsport’s 2019 line-up will 
include Harry Gooding, with 
whom it has had a very successful 
relationship in Ford Fiestas.

Jamsport claimed the Mini 
Challenge crown with Ant 
Whorton-Eales this year and 
ran Gooding to a class title in 

the British Racing and Sports 
Car Club’s Fiesta Championship, 
having previously won the Fiesta 
Junior title with him in 2016.

Gooding tested an ex-Louis 
Doyle Mini JCW run by the team 
at Donington Park last month.

“It’s a bit different to what I’ve 
been used to but it was a really 

great experience,” said Gooding, 16.
“They are a bit of  a handful, 

especially through the Craner 
Curves. You want to push it to 
its limits and have those sorts 
of  sideways moments to know 
how the car reacts when it’s 
been pushed too far.”

Gooding, who missed out on 

the overall Fiesta title at the final 
round, intends to test at each Mini 
Challenge venue over the winter.

“You’ve got to be prepared,” he 
said. “It’s a bit of  a step up from 
what I’ve been used to so I’ve got 
to step everything up and just 
work a bit harder for it.”

Gooding will be joined on the grid 

by Volkswagen Racing Cup driver 
Matt Wilson. The 23-year-old was 
third in the standings and will race 
with new team JWB Motorsport. 

Jac Maybin will also compete 
in the series again next year 
after finishing eighth in the 
series this season  and will 
remain with the Excelr8 squad.

Sportscar regular Andy 
Meyrick will take over as 
director of  the British Racing 
Drivers’ Club’s SuperStars 
programme from Tim Harvey.

Meyrick is a former member of  
the scheme and will take the place 
of  Harvey – who has been part 
of  the programme for 11 years.

Formula 2 champion George 
Russell and runner-up Lando 
Norris are the latest of  five 
SuperStars to graduate to F1 
under Harvey’s watch.

“Tim has done an incredible 
job turning it into what it is 
today,” said Meyrick. “Drivers 
want to be a SuperStar and all the 
members wear the badge with 
pride. I was a Rising Star and then 
a SuperStar so I cannot wait to 
carry on the work Tim has done.”

Harvey added: “SuperStars has 
been a big part of  my life for the 
past 11 years and is something 
of  which I am immensely proud. 
Due to my commitments to the 
programme it has meant that I 
have not had time to pursue a 
number of other projects and with 
two SuperStars moving into F1 next 
season it seems like a good time 
for me to pass the baton to Andy.”

MINI SE7ENS AND MIGLIAS
LAND BTCC SUPPORT SPOT
Four races for Mini 7 Racing Club at Thruxton as part of special calendar

Photos: Steve Jones, Jakob Ebrey

The Mini Se7en and Mini
Miglia categories will support
the British Touring Car
Championship at Thruxton
next year as part of a special
calendar to celebrate 60
years of Mini.

Both Mini 7 Racing Club
categories will get two
races around the Hampshire
circuit at the first of two
BTCC visits over the May
18/19 weekend and are set to
benefit from live or delayed-
as-live TV coverage.

The club’s 2019 schedule
also includes its popular visit

to Zandvoort for the British
Race Festival in July, a
return to the MG Live event
at Silverstone and being
part of a revamped Mini
Festival at Brands Hatch.

The BTCC support slot is a
major coup as it’s not since the
Super Touring Car Challenge
appeared at Rockingham in
2015 that there’s been a ‘club’
racing category guesting
alongside the UK’s premier
series. It’s arisen as both the
Renault UK Clio Cup and
Porsche Carrera Cup GB are
skipping that meeting.

The two Mini categories
provided some dramatic
racing at the Thruxton 50th
anniversary meeting this
year and Mini 7 Racing Club
commercial manager Colin
Peacock is excited to return.

“The club’s been going for
52 years and it’s the 60th year
of Mini next year so we have
put together a bit of a special
calendar,” he said. “It wasn’t
easy to do it with Rockingham
closing down. We are very
lucky that Alan Gow [BTCC
series director], Dunlop and
BARC have given us a helping

hand to be with the touring
cars at Thruxton. We do put on
some great racing there and we
are really excited about that.

“We feel it’s an honour
and recognition of the grids
we’ve had over the years. It’s
a real breakthrough for us at
the club in terms of attracting
members. It’s very exciting
and we’re looking forward
to be live on television.

“MG Live is a big event and
we haven’t been there for
about 20 years so we’ve got
some really good events. Last
year we had some good grids

and took nearly 60 to Brands
Hatch for the Mini Festival.

“We’re also thrilled to go
back to Croft. It’s a long way
but it’s a cracking circuit.”

As well as the main seven-
event schedule for the
championships, a winter
series is also planned.

“We are doing a winter
challenge starting in March
at Silverstone for the first
two rounds and the last three
rounds at Brands Hatch in
November which again is
about getting more people
on track,” Peacock added.

The Ginetta 24-hour prologue 
has been opened up to all G40 
competitors rather than just 
those with G40 Cup cars.

MN reported last week that 
want2race was organising the 
non-competitive event at the 
Guadix circuit in March next 
year but it has been decided 
that Ginetta Junior and GT5 
Challenge-spec cars will also 
be eligible.

“Originally it was going to be 
one class only but it makes sense 
for it to be open to everyone and 
be quite inclusive,” said organiser 
Ben Hyland. “We wouldn’t want 
to exclude anyone – because it’s 

the first time we have no idea if  
it will be more popular with 
Juniors, GT5 or G40 Cup drivers.”

As the event is not a race, under 
16s are allowed to participate too 
giving them a unique opportunity 
to be part of  an endurance event.  

“It’s a competitive test but 
there will be prizes for doing the 
most laps,” explained Hyland. 
“It’s a prologue test so it’s not 
run under a race licence – we 
are governed by the circuit and 
our insurers and ourselves as 
to how we form the event.”

There is space for 20 teams of  
between three and six drivers 
to take part.

Minis will join 
BTCC package

Fiesta drivers in 
Ginetta GT5 move
Fiesta frontrunners Danny 
Harrison and Josh Steed 
will graduate with Mutation 
Motorsport to the Ginetta 
GT5 Challenge next season, 
racing under the Altima 
Academy banner.

Steed, who was third in 
this year’s Fiesta Junior 
Championship, tested a 
Ginetta G40 at Bedford 
Autodrome last month 
with coaching from British 
GT4 race winner David 
Pittard. Multiple Fiesta 
Championship race winner 
Harrison is also set to have a 
run in the rear-wheel-drive 
machine imminently.

The Altima Academy has 
been formed by Mutation 
boss Greg Mcilwraith and 
Antony Weeks, who will drive 
a third G40 in the Am class 
having contested some Castle 
Combe Saloon and Hot Hatch 
races in a Peugeot 106 this year.

“Antony likes the idea of  
promoting talent rather 
than budget,” said 
Mcilwraith. “He’s working 
with me to find the funding. 
We’re trying to go against 
the grain and do something 
about all those talented 
drivers that are out there 
who don’t have the funding.

“The GT5 Challenge is 
the strongest grid in the 
UK, competition-wise, so if  
you want to prove yourself  
and get on the ladder to 
something big, that’s 
where you’ve got to be.”

The team plans to compete 
in another Ginetta series too. 
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Harvey is stepping down

GINETTA PROLOGUE ENTRY EXPANDED

All G40s will be able to enter





Two one-hour race format for Britcar Rushworth moves
to VW Racing CupTheformatof theBritcar

EnduranceChampionship
willchangenextyearasthe
seriesrevertstotwoone-hour
racesonaweekend.

Two50-minuteracesfor
theSprintChampionship
andone50-minuteplusone
two-hourraceforthe
EnduranceChampionship
hasbeentheformatforthe
pasttwoseasons.

Butfollowingaconsultation
withteamsanddrivers,this
willbechangedtotwoone-
hourraces(heldonthesame
day)perroundwithjustone
overalltitleupforgrabs.

“Britcarhasbeenlistening
towhatthecustomerwants,”

saidchampionship
co-ordinatorClaireHedley.

“Weplantohaveacheaper
price-per-minuteof racing,it
wouldbelessthanthisyear.

“Wewanttomakesurewe’re
offeringabetterpackage.”

Theprovisionaleight-
roundcalendarconsistsof
Silverstone–onboththe
InternationalandGrand
Prixlayout–Donington
Park,Snetterton,Oulton
Park,aswellastwovisits
toBrandsHatch.

Thefinalroundwillbeat
BrandsfortheIntotheNight
Racesacrosstwodays,withthe
finalraceonSundaylasting
twohoursinsteadof one.

Reigning750MotorClubHot
HatchClassAchampionBen
Rushworthwillmoveintothe
VWRacingCupnextseason
withPowerMaxedRacing.

Rushworth,whoalsowonthe
MGMetroCuptitlein2016,will
driveaVWPolointheseries
andwillhavehisfirsttest inthe
carthisSundayatSilverstone.

“Tobehonestit [VWRacing
Cup]wasn’tonmyradaratall,
Ididn’thaveanyplanstodoit,”
saidRushworth,whoraceda
HondaIntegraDC2thisyear.

“Iwantedtodefendthe[Hot
Hatch]titlebutIdidn’twant
todefendthetitleina
seriesthatmighthavehada

PICKUPS TO
USEMALLORY
PARKOVAL
Track granted licence by Motorsport UK

Photos: Mick Walker, Steve Jones, Richard Styles, Big Image

ByStephenLickorish

PickupTruckRacing
isset to return to the
MalloryParkOvalnext
yearafterMotorsport
UKhasgranteda
licencefor thecircuit
tobeusedagain.

TheMalloryOvalwas
lastusedbyPickupsin2005
andhassincehaditslicence
takenaway.But,with
Rockinghamclosing,the
serieshasworkedwith
circuitofficialstotryand
gettheovalbackinuse.

Ovalracinghasbeenan
importantpartof thePickup
championshipanditwas
theonlycategorytouse
theRockinghamOvalin
recentyears.Itnowhas
twomeetingsscheduledat
Mallorynextyearandseries
bossSonnyHowardhopesto
addmoreinfutureseasons.

“Withthedemiseof
Rockingham,everybody
saiditwouldbetheendof
Pickupracingbutthatis
notthecase,”saidHoward.
“AfterRockingham
[closing]wewantPickups
tostillputonashow.Weare
goingbacktoracingonthe
circuitsagainandwe’ve
gotsixroundswiththe
BritishTruckRacing
Championship.ButI
believetheicingonthe
cakeisthereturnto
MalloryPark’sOval.

“Twenty-twoyearsago
thatwaswherePickups
startedracingunder
Eurocar.Itwillkeepthat
partof theseriesgoing
andthat’simportant–it
makesPickupsunique.

“We’regoingtotryand
makethoseeventsinto
somethingspecialandwill
workwithMalloryParkto

promotetheeventsand
we’rehopingtobringin
otherproductssoitends
upbeingawholeday[of
entertainment].Itwon’tjust
beaclubbieracemeeting
withtrucksontheoval.”

MotorsportUKhas
grantedMallorythelicence
toreopentheoval–butit is
onlythePickupsthatwill
beallowedtocompeteon
itin2019andtheywon’t
runintheanti-clockwise
directionastheyhave
previously.TheUK
motorsportgoverning
bodyhasalsoplaced
conditionsonthelicence.

ThePickupswillbeone
of threeseriesHoward’s
SHPconcernwillrun
nextseason.TheBritish
AutomobileRacingClub
hashandedSHPathree-
yearcontracttooperate
theIntermarque
championship–which
Howardhasrenamed
SuperSilhouettesfor2019.

“SuperSilhouettescame
aboutbecauseBARCHQ
tookbackthepermitforit
thatwasheldfromtheSouth
EasternCentre,”explained
Howard.“Atthesametime
thedriversapproached
usbecausetheyfeltSHP
notonlyunderstoodthe
product,weunderstoodthe
mentalityof thedrivers.It’s
ourintentiontomakeitinto
anationalchampionshipas
opposedtoonethatwasin
thesoutheastof England.”

Thefinalpartof the
so-called‘Powerof
Three’isanewseriesfor
American-styleSprint
racers,whichHoward
sayswasoriginallydesigned
withtheRockinghamOval
inmindbuthasnowbeen
adaptedforregulartracks.

Lundqvist impresses on GP3 debut and eyes FIA F3 move in 2019

Rookies get to grips
with BRDC British F3 car

Champion Moore returns
to Britcar with Tockwith

Reigning BRDC British
Formula 3 champion Linus
Lundqvist experienced his first
taste of GP3 machinery last
week at the series’ official post-
season test in Abu Dhabi.

The Swede, who claimed
seven wins this season, took
part in two days of driving
with Campos Racing ahead
of a possible move to the new-

for-2019 FIA Formula 3
Championship – a merger
of GP3 and European F3.

“Every time I went into the
car I learnt something new
and left [after] the two days
very happy,” said Lundqvist,
who finished third fastest on
the second day of running at
the Yas Marina circuit.

“As a bonus we had good

pace compared to the rest of
the field.

“I think the aim is to be in FIA
F3 [next year], it’s one of the
possibilitieswe’relookinginto.”

Also testing GP3 machinery
was former British F3 driver
Ben Hingeley with Jenzer
Motorsport and Max Fewtrell,
reigning Renault Eurocup
champion, with ART.

Oval last
used in 2005

downturn[ingridnumbers].
“I’dbeenworkingwiththe

peopleatthe750Motor
Clubtobringinsomesort
of balanceof performance,
reversegridsorweight
ballast. IwasatMotorsport

DaysandPowerMaxedwere
thereandIstartedhavinga
noseyaroundthePolo.

“Thecarisn’tascompetitive
astheSciroccoortheGolf so
thefirststepwillbetogetthe
cartothatlevel.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018 9

Test took place in Abu Dhabi with Campos Racing

Britcarhaslistenedtoits teamsanddrivers

750MC Class A title went to Rushworth in Honda Integra

Moore won Endurance overall title

RACING NEWS
British Formula 4 race winner 
Paavo Tonteri was just one of  
several drivers to get their first 
taste of  BRDC British Formula 3 
machinery last week at Silverstone.

Tonteri tested with Double R, who 
he raced for in British F4 this season 
and which won the 2018 British F3 
drivers’ title with Linus Lundqvist.

Reigning ADAC Formula 4 
champion Lirim Zendeli was also 
testing with Fortec Motorsports, but 
won’t race in the series next year.

“He was just learning the circuit 
for FIA Formula 3 next year,” said 
Richard Dutton, team principal 
at Fortec.

“He was very quick though and 
it’s a shame [he won’t be racing in 
the series next year].”

Fortec also tested IMSA Prototype 
Challenge champion and Pro 
Mazda Series driver Kris Wright.

Elsewhere, Chris Dittmann  
Racing ran recent Formula Ford 
1600 race winner Tommy Foster, 
while Carlin tested Kaylen 
Frederick, who finished sixth 
in this season’s USF2000 series.

Reigning Britcar Endurance 
champion Sarah Moore has 
confirmed she will return to 
defend her crown next season.

Moore became the first female to 
win the title after racing  a Ginetta 
G50 run by her family team 
Tockwith Motorsport alongside 
rookie Matt Greenwood, who 
also became the youngest driver 
to win the Britcar crown.

She will return to the series 
alongside Moh Ritson, who has 
contested the Junior Saloon Car 
Championship this term in his 
first season of car racing.

“I’m going to be back in Britcar, 
probably in the same car and 
hopefully we can win it again. That 
would be nice,” said Moore, whose 
last title was the Ginetta Junior 
Championship in 2009. “I think it 
will be a little bit more difficult next 
season, I guess the only way we can 
go is backwards.”
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More F2 races planned

Woe for theWelsh
Welshmen Ken Davies and Alan
Jones were on target for a top
10 finish on Silver Fern Rally in
New Zealand until they rolled
their Ford Escort Mk1 out of the
eight-day rally halfway through
the final day. More usually seen
in a Volvo Amazon, they made
their New Zealand debut in a
local car hired for the event.

LeJog starts
The annual Land’s End to John
O’Groats Reliability Trial will
start from Land’s End at 0730hrs
on Friday morning. The HERO-
organised classic rally is widely
regarded as one of the toughest
on the calendar and the first car
is due to reach John O’Groats at
1000hrs on Tuesday. A field of 70
cars will set off from Cornwall.

Walker’s return
Over seven months after it was
badly damaged on the Pirelli
Rally, the Ford Escort Mk2 of
Alan Walker and John Connor
will return to competition on
Saturday’s Grizedale Stages.
The car has been extensively
rebuilt after rolling and later
being hit by another car. The
Grizedale run is a shakedown
ahead of a BHRC campaign
in 2019.

Chris Martyn
Former sportscar racer and BRDC
life member Chris Martyn died in
November at the age of 82. Martyn
started racing in 1957 and raced
for about eight years in national
and international sports car races,
notably with the Fitzwilliam MGA
team and the Dick Jacobs MG
Midgets. He contested the
Nurburgring 1000kms six times
in a row, taking a Midget to 13th
overall in 1963.

Lees topsVSCC
The Vintage Sports Car Club
has appointed Jenny Lees as
club president with immediate
effect and she takes over from
Geoff Smith who has retired
from the role. Lees will serve
at least until the club’s AGM
in 2020. The VSCC is Britain’s
prime organiser for a wide
range of competition for
Pre-War cars, including
racing, speed events, trials,
autotests and rallies.

Safari entry open
Entries have now opened for the
2019 East African Safari Classic
Rally, which will be the ninth running
of the world’s most demanding
historic rally. The event will run from
November 27 to December 6 2019,
covering long and challenging
competitive sections on roads that
remain open to local residents.
The £26,000 entry fee includes sea
freight for the car and hotel rooms.

Hodgson’s outing
More normally seen sitting
alongside Stuart Egglestone
in a Ford Escort Mk2, BHRC
champion co-driver Brian
Hodgson will take on a
different challenge this
weekend when he contests
LeJog with David Martin in a
Volvo 142. They are tackling
the classic rally to support
charities including Papyrus,
which raises funds to help
prevent young suicide.

HISTORICS

BMW M1 Procars to be reunited at Goodwood Zeus Formula Ford returns to track action
The40thanniversaryof the
spectacularBMWM1Procar
Championshipwillbemarked
byhigh-speeddemonstrations
atthe77thGoodwoodMembers’
MeetingonApril5/6.

Acollectionof themighty
470bhpone-makeracecars
willbeahighlightof theevent
anditishopedthatsomedrivers
fromthe1979and1980Procar
championshipswillbeonhand.

Thecategoryranfortwo

seasonsasaone-makesupport
seriestotheEuropeanrounds
of theF1WorldChampionship
asmanyof theF1drivers
competedinidenticalBMWM1
coupes.NikiLaudaandNelson
Piquetwerethetwochampions.

WillKinsmanfromGoodwood
said:“Thesefabulouscarsare
seldomseenontracktogether,
soweareincrediblyexcitedto
havetheminactionatthe77th
Members’Meeting.”

After an absence of three
decades, a rare Zeus Formula
Ford 1600 returned to racing
during the recent Walter
Hayes Trophy.

The Zeus design was the
work of race engineer Peter
Sneller and he was there to
oversee the run for the car
now used in sprints and
hillclimbs by Russell Haynes.

Formula Junior racer Mark
Haynes, father of Russell,

owns three examples of the
Zeus design from the early
1980s. Haynes senior rebuilt
the car with support from
Sneller and it was entrusted to
Classic F3 racer Gaius Ghinn
for its racing return as Sneller
also prepares Ghinn’s title-
winning Ralt RT3.

Ghinn took the distinctive
square-bodied machine to
fourth place in the Pre ’82
final at Silverstone.

Expanded Historic F2 calendar for 2019 features six weekends
TheHistoricSportsCarClubhas
announcedanextendedcalendar
in2019fortheHistoricFormula2
FIAInternationalSeries,withan
increasefromfivetosixdouble-
headerraceweekendsfollowing
theadditionof theSilverstone

Classictothecalendar.
Hockenheim,BrandsHatch

GP,Magny-Cours,Zandvoort
andDijonareallontheschedule
toplaceHistoricF2atsignificant
historicracingfestivalsacross
Europe.In2018,50driverstook

partintheseasonandthatnumber
issettogrowfurtherin2019.

GrahameWhiteof theHSCC
said:“Weaskedthecompetitors
aboutaddingasixthraceweekend
andthesupportforanexpanded
calendarwasunanimous.”

ByPaulLawrence

MatthewRobinsonandSam
Collis ledhomeaBritishclean
sweepof thepodiumwhen
theeight-dayNewZealand
SilverFernRally finished
inRotoruaonSaturday.

RobinsonandCollissetthe
pacefromthestartof the800-
stagemilerallyandwereable
toeasetheirpaceoverthelast
twodayshavingestablishedan

eight-minuteleadoverthe
similarFordEscortMk2
of RogerChilmanandMax
Freeman.Intothirdoverall
cameSimonTysoeandPaul
MorrisintheirEscortMk2.

However,itwasnotalways
straightforwardforRobinson
andonthethirddayhewas
caughtoutbyatightening
right-handerandplungedoff
theroad.Theywerehelpedby
afarmerbutneededanengine

changeattheendof theday.
Thefollowingcarof localdriver
ShaneMurlandwentoff at
thesamepointandnarrowly
missedRobinson’scarjustas
Colliswasabouttogetout.

Chilmanwentaheadbuta
brokenhalfshaftondayfivecost
himachanceof victory.Hewas
towedoutof thestageandthe
delayhandedabigleadbackto
Robinson,whichhenursedover
theclosingstagesof theepicrally.

“That’ssomeachievement
aftereightdaysof rallyingand
it’saboveandbeyondwhatwe
thoughtwe’ddo,”saidanelated
Robinson.Chilmanadded:
“I’mdelightedtogettothe
finish:wehadalotof fun.”

Making it five British crews
in the top seven were Andrew
Siddall/Alex Lee in fifth
and Phil Squires/Nigel
Hutchinson in seventh,
despite a mid-rally roll.

Brits to the fore on eight-day New Zealand classic event

ROBINSON ON TOP IN
SILVER FERN RALLY

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
JEZ ROGERS
British Historic Rally
Championship co-driver
Age: 39Lives:Bridgnorth

IN BRIEF

‘Goodwood’s
Procar plan’
BMW M1s recalled, below

IAN FLUX GETS BACK INTO A FORMULA ATLANTIC PAGE 25

Hefollowedhisdad
“IgrewupwhenmydadPeter
wassprintingandhillclimbing
inaMorgan+8and Ididabitof
motocrosswhen Iwasa lad. I
didmy first roadrallyat16asa
co-driverandwhen Iwas17 I
borrowedmysister’sAustinMetro
todo theStarlightRoadRallyand
came10thoverall. I toldher Iwas
goingbowling for thenight. Igot
awaywith ituntil theproofsof the
photographscamethrough just
addressedtoJRogers,which is
thesame initial asmysister, and
then Ihadsomeexplaining todo.”

Hedidwellina205
“After that Ibuilt aPeugeot205
for the205Challengeandcame
secondoverall in2005. Iwent to
Swedenas theprizeandthenran
outofmoney. Ididabitof rallying
withvariouspeopleandthen
Ico-drove forAlanWalkerwhen
hestarted inhistorics in2012.
WewontheWelshHistoric
Championship.ThenAlanwas
havingabreakandanother
co-driver,PeteCotton,suggested
mynametoSimonWebster.”

There’saplanfor2019
“I alreadyknewSimonand ithas
gonereallywell.We’venowdone
threeseasonsandthepace is really
good. It isworkingwell andwe
want tocontinue itnext year,with
a full assaulton theBHRCand
theRogerAlbertClarkRally.We
finished fifthon the2017rallyand
Idid itwithAlan in2015whenhis
engineblewuponthe firstday.”

He’salsodriving
“I’vealsostarteddoingspeed
events inaWestfieldand I’m
planning todotheMidlandand
WestfieldChampionshipsnext
season,althoughBHRCdateswill
takepriority. It shouldbeapretty
full season. I lovedrivingbutstage
rallying is just tooexpensive forme.
Evenclub level rallyinghasgotsilly.
My205probablycostme£10,000
all-in,but itwouldn’tbecompetitive
now. Idoall theworkon the
Westfieldmyself.”

HeenjoystheBHRC
“There’sbeenareallygood
atmosphere in theBHRCthis
yearandeveryonewaswilling
tohelpeachotherand it’sbeen
agreatcraic.Away frommotorsport
I’maprojectmanager in the
construction industryandspend
a lotof timewalkingmyLabrador.”

Photos: Silver Fern Rally, Paul Lawrence

Robinson overcame
a mid-rally accident

Co-driving expert Rogers

Historic Sporting Trials to encourage rookies with new initiative
N ewcomers to Historic 
Sporting Trials are being 
offered an ‘arrive and drive’ 
package from £500 per day 
by trials ace Ian Wright.

The multiple trials champion 
has put together a package for 

HSTA events that covers entry 
fees, car preparation and 
delivery and an experienced 
driver to act as a tutor and 
passenger for the day. Packages 
will be tailored to the driver’s 
level of experience.

“Drivers with little or 
no experience will be able to 
benefit from their knowledge 
and have a mentor on hand for 
the whole day,” said Wright, 
who will supply a Ford-engined 
Cannon from his base in Kent. Newcomers can trial
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Wilson is a big Loeb fan

Citroen has ruled out
running a third car

PeugeothasquitWRXfor2019

Nine-time WRC champion is out of work

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR TROUBLED WORLD RALLYCROSS? PAGE 26

RALLY NEWS

LOEB SCRAPS FOR HIS
MOTORSPORT FUTURE

ByDavidEvans

SebastienLoeb isheading
intoanewseasonwithouta
Peugeot-Citroenagreement
for the first time inalmost
twodecades.

ConfirmationthatCitroen
willonlyruntwocars(see page14)
intheWorldRallyChampionship
alliedtoPeugeot’sdeparturefrom
WorldRallycrossmeansthenine-
timechampioniswithouta
full-timedrivein2019.Loebhas
beenemployedbythePSAGroup
everyyearsince1999.

LoebtoldMNheisopentooffers
forthecomingyearandsaidhe
wouldn’truleanythingout.

Loebsaid:“Atthemoment,I
havenothingandIamopento
discussionswithanyteaminany
discipline.It’shardbecauseof the
latenewsfromWorldRallycross
aboutPeugeotstopping–Iwas
100percentconcentratedonthat,
butnowIhavetofindanother
drive.Therearetalkswithsome
manufacturersaboutsome
things,butnothingisdoneand
everythingispossible.”

Loebcontestedathree-event
WRCprogrammewithCitroen
aspartof awiderPSAGroup
contract,whichencompassed

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Out-of-work French legend looking at job options for 2019 season

As Colin Clark’s analysis 
of the driver market 
highlights (see page 14), 
Sebastien Loeb has been 
projected into the thick 
of the fight for the few 
remaining 2019 World 
Rally Championship 
seats – but there’s one 
man who would very 
much like to replace one 
Sebastien with another.

While Hyundai must 
be a possibility for Loeb, 
Malcolm Wilson has 
told MN he would love to 
replace the word Ogier 
with Loeb on the side of 
his factory Ford Fiesta 
WRC for next season.

M-Sport team 
principal Wilson is 
working on finding a 
solution to remain in the 
WRC following Ogier’s 
departure for Citroen – 
and the Cumbrian said 
he would very much 
like to see Loeb as part 
of that future.

“I’ve always been a 
very big fan of both 

M-Sport still 
looking at Loeb

Sebastiens,” said Wilson. 
“We’ve worked with 
one and that went very 
well, so we’ve got to have 
a go at getting the other 
[Sebastien]. You know 
I tried to get him before 
and I would love to work 
with Sebastien [Loeb]. 

“In light of the way 
things have worked 
out, it’s time to give 
him a call and see if we 
can finish a deal we first 
worked on a few years 
ago. Be great, wouldn’t 
it, to see him in one of 
our cars… but we’ve 
got to make the budget 
work first. Getting the 
budget sorted to stay 
in the WRC is the first 
priority and that’s what 
we’re working on now.”

“Rallying is what brought me 
to motorsport,” he said, “it’s the 
discipline where I feel most at 
home and able to enjoy [it]. I 
know this sport. I don’t want to 
come back full-time, I know the 
reasons why I wanted to stop [in 
the WRC] and these stay the same, 
but it would be interesting to 
think about some more rallies.” 

Loeb’s hopes of  remaining 
in World Rallycross look to be 
fading as he tries to source 
backing to land Peugeot’s 208 
WRXs for his team to run. 

“I would say this is very far away 
now,” said Loeb. “The cost to rent 
them is too high for me. I am trying 
to find some backers and we 
need a lot of sponsors, but at the 
moment it’s not looking so good. 
I’m still fighting, but let’s see.”

Loeb admitted WRX remained 
an attractive option for next year 
and, if  an electric solution could 
be found, for the future.

“This is what I am working 
for [to continue in WRX],” said 
Loeb. “What made Peugeot retire 
[from WRX] was the decision 
not to go for electric, this was a 
major problem for them and 
now for me. Compared with 
other motorsports, RX is not so 
expensive for the manufacturers, 

but the show is good for the 
spectators at the events and on TV. 

“Look at Formula E, the show 
is not so good, but it has good 
promotion and it’s exciting for 
the manufacturers. But when 
you see it on TV, it’s not as nice 
as RX could be.

“But we don’t have the promotion. 
In France, [WRX] is not really 
on television, people don’t know 
about it. I meet people in airports, 
in the street and they say: ‘Oh, 
how are you? How are you 
enjoying retirement? Don’t you 
miss the driving?’ I say: ‘But I am 
competing in World Rallycross…’ 
and they know nothing about this.

“We need to improve the 
communication. For me, we 
need to make it more like an 
American show, it needs more 
atmosphere – we need to make 
people talk about the sport more.”

More immediately, Loeb 
said costs needed to be cut for 
next season, starting with 
an 11-round calendar which 
features four long-haul races.

“It [the 2019 World RX season] 
will be for privateers, so for 
2019, the most direct solution 
is to reduce the costs and one 
way to do this is with the 
calendar,” Loeb added. 

his participation with Peugeot 
in World RX, in 2018. 

“At the moment my contract 
with PSA ends at the end of  
December,” Loeb said. “For 
next season, nothing is done 
and I am free for next year.”

Loeb’s only commitment in 
2019 is Dakar, where he will 
compete in a Peugeot 3008DKR 
with the PH Sport team. 

With two seasons of  World 
Touring Car Championship 
experience under his belt, 
there’s the potential for a return 
to racing – possibly with his own 
Sebastien Loeb Racing squad. 
But it’s rallycross and rallying 
which remain Loeb’s passion. 

After winning Rally of  Spain, 
Citroen’s only WRC success of  
the season, Loeb talked of  how 
comfortable he’d felt back in the 
sport where he started his career.
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Skoda will not
halt Rovanpera

Kalle Rovanpera feels he could 
be ready to step into a full-time 
World Rally Car seat this time 
next year – and Skoda is ready 
to release him from his contract 
to make that move.

There’s strong speculation 
that Rovanpera’s manager 
Timo Jouhki already has the 
18-year-old’s future tied down 
in a long-term agreement with 
another of  his former drivers, 
Toyota Gazoo Racing team 
principal Tommi Makinen.

Both Jari-Matti Latvala and 
Kris Meeke were given single-
season agreements for 2019, with
one of  them widely expected 
to step aside for Rovanpera.

The son of  one-time world rally
winner Harri remains a Skoda 
factory driver for a second 
season in succession next 
year, contesting as many WRC 
rounds as possible. When he’s 
not driving a works Fabia R5, 
Rovanpera will use a private car 
run by Toni Gardemeister’s team.

PontusTidemandhas
turneddownanother
seasonwithSkoda
Motorsportinaneffortto
drivehiscareerforwards
toasustainedWorldRally
Carprogramme.

TheSwede,whohas
wontheWRC2andAsia
PacifictitleswiththeCzech
manufacturerinhisfour
yearsinafactoryFabiaR5,
admittedremaining
alongside
JanKopecky
andKalle
Rovanpera
for2019
wouldhave
beenthe
easyoption.

Tidemand(above) told
MN:“Ihavebeenherefor
fouryears,theyofferme
onemoreyear,sowehad
achancetostayhere,but
theyearsareflyingnow.
I’m28soonandif Iwantto
becomeaWRCdriverthen
Ineedtodosomething
else.Weareworkingon
someopportunitiestodo
somethinginaWorldRally
Car,[Rally]Swedenwould
alwaysbeawishandthat’s
certainlyoneof theevents
whereIthinkwecould
makearesult.Formy
careerthetimehascome
formetomoveon.”

Aheadof hisdeparture
Tidemandpraisedhis
team-mateRovanpera’s
speed,saying:“Watch
thisguy.Honestly,heis
somethingspecial.We
didn’tseeanythinglikehim
before.Helearnssoquick
andfindsspeedquickly.”

TheWorldRallyChampionship’s
worst-keptsecretwasdelivered
earlierthisweek,whenSeb
Marshallwasconfirmedas
KrisMeeke’snewco-driverat
ToyotaGazooRacing.

Marshall,whomovesto
Toyotaafterfouryearswith
Hyundai,admittedthedecision
tojumpshipwasatoughone.
HewillreplaceMeeke’sformer
co-driverPaulNaglealongside
theNorthernIrishmanina

YarisWRCnextseason.
“Ireallyhadtothinkaboutthis

one,”saidMarshall.“Hayden
andIhaveonlyworkedtogether
sincelastyear,butintheshort
timewe’veachievedagreatdeal
andmytimewithhimhasbeen
mymostsuccessfulinthesport,
withstagewinsandpodiums.
I’llneverforgetthosemoments
orHaydenandthefantastic
teamatHyundaiI’mleaving.

“Butthisopportunitywith

KriswasoneIfeltIreally
couldn’tignore.IknowPaul
hasleftsomeverybigshoes
formetofill,butI’mhugely
excitedabouttheyearahead
withToyotaGazooRacingand
myfirsteverfullseasoninthe
WorldRallyChampionship.”

MarshallandMeekewill
worktogetherinarallycar
forthefirsttimewhenthey
begintheirpre-MonteCarlo
Rallytestingnextweek.

‘Rockingham’s final 
competitive event’
King wins circuit send off, p17
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Marshall swaps to Toyota team to line up alongside Meeke

Tidemand aims 
for graduation

Rossi against Suninen for Monza glory
Valentino Rossi will chase a 
seventh Monza Rally Show 
victory at the Italian circuit 
this weekend – but he will face 
strong competition from 
M-Sport Ford World Rally 
Team driver Teemu Suninen.

The Finn is competing at 
Monza for the first time and 
will take time to acquaint 
himself  with the stages, using 
every possible iteration of  the 
track close to Milan. MotoGP 
star Rossi is, however, a Monza 
expert. Nobody has more wins 
at the end-of-season spectacle 
and the Italian took his first 
success aboard a Ford Focus 
RS WRC 12 years ago.

HeandSuninenwilldrive
FiestaWRCsthisweekend.

TheeventstartsonFriday
afternoonandfinishesafter
ninestages(includingtwo
runs–oneinthedarkon
Saturdayevening–ata
27-mileGrandPrixstage)
andcloseto100stagemiles
aroundthecircuitanditslink
roadsatlunchtimeonSunday.

Priortothestartof theMonza
RallyShow,all fourWRC
manufacturerswilldisplay
theircurrentWorldRallyCars
inPiazzadelDuomo,inthe
centreof Milaninaneffort
towidenmainlandItalian
appreciationof theWRC. AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Loeb is now
a genuinely 
free agent”

E
ighteen-year-olds don’t 
scare easily. Especially not 
18-year-olds who spend their 
working life throwing rally 
cars between the trees at 
100mph… and their home life 

doing pretty much the same on a quadbike, 
skidoo or jet-ski, depending on the season.

But in one sentence I’d managed to frighten the 
life out of Kalle Rovanpera. I’d asked him if he had 
much to say on stage at Skoda Motorsport’s 
annual press conference in Prague last week.

“No,” he said, cautiously. 
I replied that I was mildy surprised.
“Why?” he said, “what have you heard? I don’t 

have to talk, do I?
Briefly, I was tempted to push this one further, 

but that would have been unkind. I put him out of 
his misery.

He grinned and laughed the laugh of a deeply 
relieved man. Boy? Man? Youngster? 
Teenager? Teenager.

“I don’t like that sort of thing so much,” he said. 
“Actually, days like today are the hardest part of 
the job. I prefer to drive the car.” 

Seeing Rovanpera walk through the lobby of one 
of Prague’s fancier hotels, he absolutely had the 
look of a man who longed to be elsewhere. Ideally, 
behind the wheel of a car. Any car. Anywhere.

As you’ll read later in this issue, Skoda’s end-of-
season presser also tied in with the opening of its 
all-new motorsport facility in Mlada Boleslav. It’s a 
pretty impressive place and a clear statement of 
intent that the Czech firm has a long-term future in 
rallying, which is very, very good news.

Which brings me on to another conversation with 
another rally driver I had last week. This one, it’s fair 
to say, is at the other end of his time in the sport. 
With nine titles and 79 wins, there’s not much left 
for Sebastien Loeb to achieve in world rallying. And 
he’s been pretty relaxed about that. Until now.

It’s that thing about having something and not 
really wanting it, then not having it and really wanting 
it. It happens to me a lot with chocolate biscuits. 
When they’re in the house or the office I’m not 
bothered about them. But the minute there aren’t 
any, I would walk over hot coals for a chocolate-
coated digestive and actually risk incarceration 
to get to a milk chocolate Hobnob. It’s the same for 
Loeb, except it’s rally cars he’s craving now.

I must admit, I was always fairly sure Citroen would 
sort him out with something. I know there was all that 
stuff about Sebastien Ogier not wanting part-timers 
back, and there was speculation about contract 
clauses to that effect, but still, a Seb-Seb line-up 
for the reds in, for example, Corsica would surely 
be too good an opportunity to miss out on.

But it’s really not going to happen now. Loeb 
might actually have run his final race with Citroen – 
and potentially his last world championship outing. 
And that makes me sad. The story he provided in 
Salou was one of the highlights of the season and 
just having the world’s fastest Alsatian back where 
he belongs was something special. I can’t believe, 
now he’s a genuinely free agent for the first time in 
20 years, nobody can find a home for the WRC’s 
very own living legend. 

Marshall has a new job

SKODA’S ROVANPERA FREE TO 
CHASE TOP-FLIGHT WRC CHANCES

Oliver Solberg came within an ace of beating 
his three-time world champion father Petter at 
Saturday’s Gymkhana Grid event in South Africa. 
With an engine fault aboard his Citroen Xsara WRC, 
the 17-year-old might have edged his Volkswagen 
Polo R Supercar-driving dad. Double WRX champion 
Johan Kristoffersson won the event. Naturally. 

Rovanpera:backwithSkoda

Rovanpera told MN: “I won’t 
do any national rallies next year, 
just the world championship and 
the events which I don’t do with 
the [factory] team, if  I haven’t 
already done them, then I will 
try to do them with the private 
car. Next year is about the 
experience for me.

“It depends how next year 
goes, but after that I think I can 
be ready if  we get that experience 
and the speed is good. 

“If  I drive two years or three 
years in WRC2, I don’t mind. 

I’m not in such a hurry.”
But neither is he focused on 

the WRC2 title.
“WRC2 title is not what it’s 

about for me,” he said. “It’s not 
like I’m going there to chase 
for the title. It’s about the 
experience for the rallies for me 
and to make myself  better and 
make myself  really fast.”

Skoda team manager Pavel 
Hortek confirmed the door 
could be opened ahead of  his 
contract expiring, if  Rovanpera 
is ready to step up to a World 
Rally Car after next year.

“I can tell you we have a long-
term agreement with Kalle,” 
said Hortek. “But like you saw 
with Juho [Hanninen] and 
Esapekka [Lappi] we have 
never broken the opportunity 
for a young driver when he 
came to us and said: ‘Guys, 
I have the proposal to go higher’. 
We never stopped them.

“Kalle is a talented young 
guy and we wait for his future.” 



Citroen will slim down
to two cars for 2019

Neuville (r) needs support

Hyundai needs a top-line man

Seb Loeb has shown his class

HOW THE WRC DRIVER MARKET 
HAS REACHED CRISIS POINT

U
ntil Thursday last
week Craig Breen, 
Mads Ostberg and 
Sebastien Loeb 
were all vying for 
a third Citroen C3 
WRC. A day later, 

the seat had gone. Along with Abu 
Dhabi, Citroen’s principal backer 
for the last six seasons.

Now what?
With six-time World Rally champion 

Sebastien Ogier onboard and the 
charismatic and mercurial Esapekka 
Lappi in the second seat, all appeared to 
be heading towards a full assault on both 
championships with a full complement of  
drivers.  But nope, that’s not happening.

Now I’m sure we’ll eventually hear 
the reasons why, but for me it’s all a little 
baffling. Sources within the Abu Dhabi 
camp are indicating the split is only a 
temporary one, they’ll be back in 2020 
and that’s even more confusing.  Why 
take a year out when you have the best 
chance of  glory for years?

What does that decision mean for the 
driver market? The competition for the 
one or possibly two seats remaining just 
got a whole lot more intense.

Breen, Ostberg, Hayden Paddon and 
Elfyn Evans are all staring at a climb 
up the most precipitous rock face 
imaginable. How any of them find 
a way to the top, I’m really not sure.

The one who might yet have a choice 
of  seats is Loeb.  

Before Rally of  Spain, I thought the 
highest level in the WRC, where you’re 
capable of  fighting regularly for wins, 
had moved beyond the reach of  
Loeb. Salou changed all that. He’s lost 
none of  his speed, ability, reactions or 

guile. The wealth of  experiences he’s 
banked in a decade of  dominance is 
as relevant today as it was six seasons ago.  

He’s a contender.
And that’s the important thing.  If, as 

he’s said, he only wants to do a part-time 
programme, say six rallies, then he will 
almost certainly be capable of  winning 
any of  those events. And that’s the big 
difference. Our other four, highly capable, 
highly skilled and highly motivated pilots 
just aren’t at that level. Yes, Ostberg has 
won, as has Evans and Paddon, but they 
are far from regular contenders for the 
podium’s top step.  

Breen is still on the upward curve and 
hasn’t reached his peak yet. Whether 
he’s allowed to determine just how high 
that peak might be is yet to be seen.

Loeb offers that tantalising prospect of  
taking the fight to our WRC elite of  Ogier, 
Ott Tanak, Kris Meeke, Jari-Matti Latvala 
and Thierry Neuville. Let’s face it, Meeke 
is only at Toyota because he offers exactly 
the same possibilities. He can win any rally. 
When you come looking for a seat to any 
team, that line on your CV can’t be ignored.

That line could well be jumping out 
at Hyundai chief  Michel Nandan and 
slapping him forcefully in the face.  

Nandan and Hyundai need Loeb. 
They need titles in 2019. The rumours 
would suggest Hyundai Motorsport’s 
management is under the most 
enormous pressure to deliver. Hyundai 
has poured many millions of  Euros, 
perhaps hundreds of  millions over the 
past five years into the WRC project, and 
it wants a return on that investment.

Until a few days ago, Nandan had a 
very big headache: how do you change 
the outcome with the same tools at 
your disposal? Yes, we can expect a 

few upgrades to the i20 but even with 
that in the pipeline, I’m sure he still had 
doubts. Many of them. 

Neuville is the real deal. He’s one of, 
if  not the best driver, of  his generation. 
He’s come close to the title in the past 
two seasons, very close this year. But 
it wasn’t quite enough. He had to drive 
the wheels off  his i20 just to stay in 
contention. And when the stresses 
started to show, and the results started 
to falter, the support just wasn’t there.

What M-Sport and Ogier have shown 
over the past two seasons is the need for 
focus. It’s focus and support that win titles.

There are two ways your number one 
driver can benefit from the support of  his 
team-mates. One is by his team-mates 
getting in front of  the opposition and 
taking points off  them, as Tanak did for 
Ogier in 2017. The other is by dropping 
behind the team leader to give him the 
odd point or, as we saw in Australia with 
M-Sport, a more advantageous road 
position. Both scenarios work if  you have 
a defined team leader.  But clearly, the 
stronger position is where top dog has 
the support of  one, or ideally two team-
mates able to scrap at the very top and 
take big points away from rivals.

And herein, perhaps, lies Hyundai’s 
biggest problem.

In 2017, Hyundai started with two 
drivers, Paddon and Neuville. Both came 
with the intention to be drivers’ champion. 
Clearly, that was impossible. There can be 
only one winner. It was neither of  them.

This year, same situation; two 
drivers both wanting titles. This time 
it’s Andreas Mikkelsen and Neuville. 
Again, it was neither.

For 2019, my guess is that Hyundai has 
learned from the past and will make 

Neuville the unequivocal number one 
with a clear objective to win at all costs.  

Who supports him? Mikkelsen has 
won in the past but, just at this moment, 
he looks to be a long way from a regular 
winner. Paddon and Dani Sordo, you 
could argue, are in a similar position. 
Yes they can be consistent, but can they 
be consistent challengers? I’m not sure.

Loeb is that consistent challenger. If  
I were Nandan I’d be pulling out all 
the stops to get the unemployed 
Frenchman onboard.  

It looks as if  there’s already a plan 
to rotate three of  the four contracted 
Hyundai drivers next year, so it’s not 
such a huge upheaval to make it four 
drivers (Loeb, Paddon, Sordo and 
Mikkelsen) rotating between 28 starts.  

And what would that give Hyundai? 
It would give them a second potential 
winner on at least six events. I don’t 
reckon Loeb wants to do too many more 
than that. And it gives the other three 
drivers premium road position for the 
gravel rallies, certainly in relation to 
Neuville’s probable opponents. You could 
also argue there’s potential in this plan to 
secure maximum manufacturer points 
and, as we know, that championship is 
often coveted more by the marques.

I think Loeb will have options. M-Sport 
needs a winner almost as much as 
Hyundai. But it will come down to who 
can offer Loeb what he wants and who can 
reward him most generously for his efforts.

I’d love nothing more than to see one of  
the younger drivers getting any available 
seat, but reality surely says both Hyundai 
and M-Sport need a winner. And the only 
one of  our drive-less drivers showing 
winning credentials right now is the old 
man of rallying:  Loeb. 
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With Citroen down to two cars, the next few weeks are crucial for many

NEWS ANALYSI BY COLIN
CLARK
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Evans is 
on the hunt



Jim Clark Rally
had closed-roads

Photos: Jakob Ebrey JOHN
FIFE

Thereturnof closed-road
motorsport in Scotland has 
become more likely after the 
nation’s government has 
launched a phase which outlines 
the law that could be passed. 

The ‘consultation phase’ is a 
period where the government 
invites the public to make its 
thoughts on a bill known and is 
necessary for all legislation. 

Private legislation exists in 
Scotland, which is how the Mull 
Rally and Jim Clark Rally were 
able to run for so many years, 
but under that bill insuring the 
events has become impossible. 

In England and Wales, the 
respective governments have 
already passed this legislation, 
which devolves the decision on 
whether an event can get a closed 
road permit to the governing 
body – in this case Motorsport 
UK – and the local authority 
relevant to the area of  the event. 

It has allowed the Tendring 
and Clacton Rally in England 
and Wales Rally GB to make 

useof closed-roadstagesin
those countries.

The processinScotlandhas
been delayed.Afterdeathson
the SnowmanRallyin2013
and the JimClarkRally,afatal
accident inquirywaslaunched
and wasn’tresolveduntil2017,
delaying thestartof Scotland’s
attempts topushthroughthe
same changeasmadein
England andWales.

Cabinet Secretaryfor
Transport,Infrastructure
and ConnectivityMichael
Mathesonsaid:“Scotlandhas
a long and proudtraditionin
the world of motorsportsand
we recognisetheneedtobalance
economic benefitswithsafety
considerations–bothfor
spectatorsandparticipants.

“Followingthetragic
rallying accidentsof recent
years, Scotlandhaslosttwo
major eventsfromitssporting
calendar andhasbeenunable
to host anymotorsportson
closed publicroads. Thisis

detrimentaltolocaleconomies
andsomethingwhichweare
seekingtoaddress. Wemust
bemindfulthatmotorsports
canbedangerousandthatrisk
needstobecorrectlyassessed
andmanaged.

“Itisimportantthatthe
peoplewhounderstandthe
sportareputattheheartof this
assessmentandalsotoensure
thatlocalknowledgeisfully
takenintoaccount. Thatis
whytheScottishGovernment
isseekingviewsonatwo-stage
authorisationprocesswhich
wouldallowdecisionstobe
takenatalocallevel–
empoweringcommunities
toholdeventswhichbenefit
thoselocationsandbeyond.”

TheKelsoarea,wheretheJim
ClarkRallytookplaceuntil2014,
andtheIsleof Mullwhichheld
aneventuntil2016,haveboth
campaignedforthereturnof
thoseeventsforthehundreds
of thousandsof poundsthey
bringtothelocaleconomies.

Ryan Champion has called
for drivers to enter a new 
single-make championship 
for the BMW Compact 
which is starting in the UK 
next year, after competing 
in Barbados in an E36 for 
the first time last month.

The BimmaCup is a 
Caribbean championship 
which has over 40 Compact 
E36 318tis, the organisers of  
which have now launched a 
UK variant. The winner of  

this series will win a funded
trip to Barbados to compete 
in the final roun d of  the 
Caribbean counterpart.

“For a relatively small 
investment they are a lot of  
fun to drive,” said reigning 
East African Safari Rally 
winner Champion. 

“Somebody can 
potentially build one of  
these cars for £5000, and 
you’re doing a single-venue 
based championship, and 

win a drive in the
Caribbean. It’s unique.”

The BimmaCup UK will 
head to the Jack Neal 
Memorial Rally at Blyton 
in February, followed by 
the Lookout Stages, 
Abingdon Car-nival and 
Pendragon Stages.

Interested competitors 
should contact Rob Brook – 
Rob@RB-Motorsport.co.uk 
– for regulations and 
further details.

One of the South East’s most
popular single venue rallies,
the Mini Tempest, will run
for the first time in a decade on
December 29 and will use roads
at Deepcut Barracks in Surrey,
a venue new to rallying.

The Sutton and Cheam
Motor Club-run asphalt event
was a favourite with clubman
competitors for over 20 years;
formerly based at Goodwood
and the Transport Research
laboratory at Crowthorne, it
last ran in 2009 at Longcross
Test Track near Camberley.

It has been resurrected as a one-
off event using Brunswick Road
and Pirbright ranges, which are
part of Princess Royal Barracks,
Deepcut. The Ministry of
Defence will close the Barracks

on January 1 2019 and SCMC’s
website states: “We have a brief
window of opportunity to hold
what may prove to be the only
single-venue rally at the venue.”

The rally will consist of eight
short stages, giving competitors
about 24 competitive miles. It
will feature a format – well-liked
by competitors – where cars
contest a stage in an east-west
direction before entering a
holding control. They then
contest the same stage in reverse,
followed by a short service halt.

There will also be two special
awards for the leading driver and
co-driver using a Ford Escort.
These will honour Shawn Rayner
and Steve Dear, who lost their
lives in a rally accident at
Bramley, Hampshire last year.

‘BTRDA Rallycross to
return to Knockhill’
Sporting Scene, p29
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Calls for drivers to sign up to new BMW Compact series

The power
is in your
hands
It’s been a tricky timeforScottish
rallying without two of its best 
and most iconic events in the Jim 
Clark Rally and the Mull Rally. 

With this consultation, we 
have a legitimate first step 
towards making these events 
possible again, and that can only 
be a good thing. With lessons 
hopefully learned from the 
tragic events of  recent years – 
the Jim Clark (2014) and Snowman 
(2013) fatalities – the events are 
ready and chomping at the bit to 
come back safer and stronger. 

This consultation phase 
will undoubtedly raise some in 
protest of  the bill, and that is 
why,  if  you want closed-road 
motorsport in Scotland, you 
must respond at the link below. 

Rallying is poorer without 
these two iconic events, and the 
legislation, if  passed, would allow 
events to pair stages together by 
linking access roads to create 
longer stages. More fun for 
competitors, less stress on 
marshals, medical and other 
volunteers. That’s a win-win.

Even if  you don’t quite grasp 
what the consultation is about, 
and you only take one thing 
away from this page, let it be 
this: If  you want to see closed-
road motorsport in Scotland, 
respond to the consultation 
below. There’s a blue box at 
the bottom which says: ‘Give us 
your views. Begin consultation’. 
That’s where the path to closed-
road motorsport return begins. 

Jack Benyon
transport.gov.scot/consultation/
consultation-on-motorsports-on-
closed-public-roads/

Two days for next year’s Guernsey Rally
Mini Tempest to make long-awaited return

Next year’s Guernsey Rally 
will incorporate two days’ 
competition after organisers, 
Guernsey Kart & Motor Club, 
announced they have obtained 
permission to run several 
completely new stages. 

In a raft of  changes to what 
is only the second-ever stage 
rally on the island, the route 
will include eight more stages 
than in 2018. 

Additionally, a major 
revamp of the format means 
the opening loop of  tests will 
take place in the dark on Friday 
February 22 followed by a 
full day on Saturday 23. 

The rally will consist of  24 
stages, giving competitors 

approximately 30 competitive 
miles on the island’s tight and 
twisty lanes. The precise route 
has not yet been published but 
the first loop will run between 
1800hrs and 2200hrs on the 
Friday, before two further 
sessions in daylight on Saturday. 

 GK&MC chairman Karl 
Marshall says 2018’s inaugural 
rally was well received by 
residents and competitors alike.

“We are delighted to receive 
so much support and that the 
local authorities have given 
permission for a second rally 
to go ahead; we have been very 
careful to follow the correct 
procedures to obtain the 
necessary approvals,” he said. AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

THE STRAIGHT-TALKING SCOT

T
heScottishMotorRacing
Clubhastakenaboldstep
with theappointmentofa
full-timecommercialand
developmentmanager.The
clubhashead-huntedRory

Bryant from thenewlycreatedScottish
Motor Sport organisationwhich isbased
within Sport Scotland’soffices inEdinburgh.

Bryant has beenwithSMSsince its inception
four years ago andhasbeen thedriving force
behind the adoptionofnew ideasandpractices,
creating and initiatingnewdevelopments,
generating promotionalopportunitiesand
working directly withclubs,SportScotland,
the Scottish GovernmentandMotorsportUK.

In fact it was an inspiredmovebyaclub like the
SMRC to make thisapproachandweallwish
Rory well in his new post.

This is also a move which should inspire other 
amateur organisations. MS UK has its own 
commercial arm, International Motor Sports, 
which organises and promotes Wales Rally GB 
while pursuing other revenue generating 
streams. The British Rally Championship also has 
professional expertise at its helm while many other 
championships like British Touring Cars all have a 
strong professional individual or group behind them.

And perhaps this idea should be explored and 
considered by other events, championships and 
some of the bigger clubs.

Given the ever increasing complexities of event 
organisation, regulation and promotion these days, 
many smaller clubs will get left behind. That means 
there is a need for more clubs to work together to 
assemble appropriate organising skills and man/
womanpower.

If the clubs think this is a step too far, how about 
the Regional Associations adding this topic to 
their agenda for discussion at their next meeting?

Oddly enough this idea was first mooted over 30 
years ago when the Scottish Rally Championship 
suggested that the two East and West Associations 
of Scottish Car Clubs join together to appoint a 
full-time sports development and commercial 
manager. Someone who could chase sponsorship 
for all types of event and then promote and 
publicise these events. 

Sadly there was little support for such a bold idea 
then, but perhaps the time is right for such an idea 
to be considered more seriously once again. Bryant 
will need to be replaced at SMS to continue the work 
he started and which is currently being carried on 
alone by Gillian Sefton, SMS development officer. 

Either, SMS could broaden its brief or the 
Scottish Association of Motor Sport Clubs 
could seek to appoint their own PR/promotional 
professional to generate revenue streams.

The sport needs more than development and 
promotion, it needs to attract more investment 
from commercial sponsors/partners who in turn 
will need specialised support and advice to 
generate a measurable return.

Desperate times call for bold ideas. 

E36s have successful Caribbean series

STEP CLOSER 
TO SCOTTISH 
CLOSED-ROADS

“Desperate 
times call for 
bold ideas”

says...



A right-hand-drive
i20 will compete

Irishman ran as course car on Killarney until propshaft failure

RALLY NEWS
Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Martin Walsh

GALLAGHER AVOIDS THE DRAMA TO TAKE KILLARNEY MODIFIED WIN PAGE 17

CraigBreensaiddrivingaMetro
6R4forthefirsttimeexceededhis
ownexpectationsatlastweekend’s
KillarneyHistoricStages.

TheCitroendriverranhis
family-ownedMetroascourse
carontheevent,butheand
co-driverPaulNagle,endedthe
eventdisappointedfollowing
propshaftfailureonthesecond
runattheBallaghbeamatest.

“Irememberstandingatthe
sideof theroadwatchingmy
Dadcomepastinoneof these,”
hesaid,“sotofinallybeonthe
stagewithsomethinglikethat
screamingawaybehindmewas
reallysomethingspecial. Itwas
farbeyondwhatIexpected.

“Totakeacarlikethatupthe
[Molls]Gapwasjustamazing.In
theendweonlylostacoupleof
stagesbecauseof theprop,butthat
wasincredible.Thecarhandled
wellbut,tobehonest,youdon’t
drivethatcar,yougotowarwith
it,butwhatawaytogotowar!”

Breennowturnshisattentions
tofindingafull-timeseatfornext
year’sWorldRallyChampionship,
withhischancesof securinga
fourthseasonwithCitroen
havingfadedfollowingthe
lossof AbuDhabibacking.

Breen’sbesthopesnowremain
aseatwithHyundaiorM-Sport–
negotiationswithbothare
understoodtobeongoing.

Legendarytimingoperation
TynemouthComputerServices
turns40yearsof agein2019,
andtocelebratefounderMartin
LiddlewillsupporttheBTRDA
JuniorRallyChampionship
withcashprizes.

LiddleandtheBTRDAhave
alsobeenlinkedfor40years
withTynemouthtakingcareof
theseries’pointsandresults.

Thefirst,secondandthird
driversintheJuniorseries
willreceive£150,£100and£75,
respectively,oneachevent.
Co-driverswillbeawarded

£75,£50and£25,respectively.
Inamovewhichisexpected

tohelpsupporttherevivalof
the1400Championshipnext
year,FuchsLubricantshas
partneredwiththeclass.

Seedingruleschangesmid-
waythrough2018mean
organisersareabletoposition
lower-poweredcarsatthefront
of thefieldtoreceivebetter
conditions.It ishopedmore
1400entrieswillreturntogravel
rallyingafterenoughlead-time
torejoinattheCambrianRally
openerinFebruary.

IrishTarmacandBritishRally
ChampionshipregularJonny
Greeristargetingmoreevents
inanewly-builtFordSierra
Cosworth–hisfirstentryina
Historicclass–afterfinishing
sixthonlastweekend’s
KillarneyHistoricStagesRally.

Greer’sfatherDavid–headof
wellknownpreparationfirm
DGM–competedinasimilar
carbrieflyintheearly1990s,
andthecarhasbeenliveried
inQ8colours as a homage to
Alex Fiorio and Francois
Delecour, who competed in
the WRC in a Sierra in period.

“We only finished the car
on Thursday night and Moll’s
Gap was the first real test
and that was an eye opener,”
said Jonny Greer, co-driven

by Kirsty Riddick.
“We had a few niggling issues

but that was to be expected,
everything else worked really
well which is a great tribute to
the guys at DGM.

“I found it very hard to get
my head around the braking,
I was probably braking too
early. On the high-speed
stuff the car doesn’t have
the same grip as the R5
which takes getting used
to, especially with the notes,
you can’t carry the speed.”

As for another outing, he
added: “I really enjoyed and
it was a great experience
but I don’t know really.

“Maybe my Dad will take me
out, but I would like to do some
more historic type events.”

Breen enjoys drivingMetro 6R4 for first time

Tynemouth offers BTRDA Junior prizes

Bogie to continue testing “incredible” Escort
DavidBogiewill increasetesting
of hisnew“incredible”Ford
EscortMk2,aftersuffering
reliabilityissueswiththecar
onitsdebutinKillarney.

Thecarsufferedthrottlemotor
issuesduringtestinganditwas
thisissuethatputthe2011British
Rallychampionoutof theKillarney
HistoricRally’smodernsection.

Bogiewilltestbeforeswitching
backtohisregularSkodaFabia
R5readyforthefirsteventof the
BRC,theCambrian,inFebruary.

“Thecaritself isincredible,”
saidBogie.“Unfortunatelywe’ve 
hadafewissuesintestingwhich
havecutthingsshort.Wewentto 
therallywithouttheamountof
mileagewewouldhavepreferred.

“We’llgoawayanddosome
testinganddevelopmentonitand 
hopefullynexttimeI’llbethere
orthereabouts.Theplanwasto
havethecarreadyearlierandI
knewKillarneywasthelastevent 
of theyearandif wemissedthat,
we’dbeoutof thecarsometime.”

Greer targeting more events in Sierra

FIRSTRIGHT-HAND-DRIVE
HYUNDAITOBREAKCOVER

ByJasonCraig

ThefirstHyundai i20R5
convertedtoright-handdrive
willbreakcoveronthis
weekend’sGrizedaleStages.

ThecarisownedbyPhilipCase
Rallysport–thesamebusinessthat
iscarryingouttheconversion.

PCRSsaysitwillbethefirsti20
inboththeUKandIrelandtobe
converted–apracticecommon
inIrelandalthoughitvoidsthe
homologationof thecar–and
itisinresponsetogrowing
customerdemand.

Ballymoney’sAlanCarmichaelis
settosteerthecarontheloosesurface
meetingalongsideIvorLamont.

Carmichael’susualMiniJohn
CooperWorksWRCiscurrently
outof actionasitisundergoesa
completerebuildatProdrive–a
processthatwillnotbecompleted
intimeforDecember8.

“Thatleftmewithtwooptions:
aleft-hand-driveR5oratwo-litre
SubaruImprezaWorldRallyCar–
butneitherreallyappealedtome,”
saidCarmichael.“Itwouldhave
meantmegoingtherehalf-hearted,
sowhentheoptionof doingitina
right-hand-drivei20R5cameupI
immediatelywentforit.

Greer finished sixth on Killarney with Sierra Cosworth

“We will test the week of the 
event to get a feel for the car, and 
to see how it behaves on gravel. 
I’m sure it is going to be a learning 
process for everyone, but PCRS 
is a professional team. They know 
the car well.

“I’m excited to be a part of  the 
project. It’s great to get the chance 
to drive the first right-hand-drive 
i20. I went to the Grizedale Stages 
last year not really knowing what 
to expect and I was pleased with 
my pace and where I came. Fifth 
overall was the result and I’d like 
to think we could do that again.”

Carmichael will start the event 
as the 10th car on the road. Irish 
Tarmac and Forest Rally champion 
Josh Moffett has put in a late entry 
and is set to drive a Ford Fiesta R5 
as car number one.

Also set to fight for victory is 
2017 BTRDA Gold Star champion 
Stephen Petch and Peter Taylor 
in a pair of  Fiesta RS WRCs, 2017 
Wales Rally GB National winner 
Tom Preston and 2016 Scottish 
Rally champion Jock Armstrong.

This Saturday’s event features 40 
road miles in the Grizedale forest 
and just 42 road miles, making it a 
staple on the rally calendar as the 
last major gravel event of  the year.
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Carmichaelplans to give i20 R5 a debut on Grizedale Stages as Mini is rebuilt
SEEDED ENTRY LIST

Grizedale Stages

NO DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR
1 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5
2 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC
3 Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead Ford Fiesta RS WRC
4 Tom Preston/Carl Williamson Skoda Fabia R5
5 Jock Armstrong/Cameron Fair Subaru Impreza
6  Russ Thompson/Andrew Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9
7 John Wink/John Forrest Hyundai i20 R5
8 Peter Stephenson/Patrick Walsh Ford Focus WRC06
9  Michael Binnie/Claire Mole Mitsubishi Lancer E9

10  Alan Carmichael/Ivor Lamont Hyundai i20 R5



Photos: Martin Walsh, Kevin Money, Kevin O’Driscoll

RockinghamStagesRally
ByPeterScherer

Organiser:MiddlesexCountyAC,ThameMCWhen:December
1/2Where:RockinghamMotorSpeedwayChampionships:
EMAMC,AEMC/ASEMC,ACSMCandBMWCup Stages:12
Starters:70and26(Sundayrally).

PaulKingandAliciaMiles’s
FordEscortwasneverheaded
astheytooktheirthird
RockinghamStageswinat
thefinalpubliceventatthe
Northamptonshirecircuit.

Itwaswetandgreasyfor
thefirsthalf of theeventwith
gripatapremium.

Overthefirst twostages,King
managedtopullouta23-second
lead,withEscorts fillingthe
topfiveplaces. IanandOliver
Hucklebridgeweresecond,
fromStephenandJackTilburn,
withPeterandArronRayner
andRobinAdams/RayKeith
following,asAndyCorner/
AdeCampo’sPeugeot205GTI
completedthetopsix,despite
havingnobrakesontheopener
andspinningonstagetwo.

DarrylMorris/MarkRegan
hadbeensecondonstageone,
butawrongtyrechoicesoon

droppedthemtoeighth,behind
TimHill/PaulSpooner’sFiesta.

Theleadwasupto47seconds
afterthenextpairof stages,but
withHucklebridgespinningon
stagethree,hewasdowntosixth
andRaynerbecamethenewman
insecond, fromTilburn,with
Cornerandtherecovering
Morristiedforfourth.

WhileKingplayeditsafeover
thetwonightstages,Morris
flewandendeddayonebackin
secondplace,with11seconds
inhandoverTilburn,with
RaynerandCornerjoint fourth.

Theleadtrioremained
unchangedthroughoutSunday’s
stages,givingKinga13-second
victory.Hillheldfourthplace
fromstagenineandwasonly
twosecondsawayfromsnatching
thirdpositionfromTilburn,
despitedamagingawheeland
discaftercontactatamerge.

Cornerhadbeeninthetopsix
throughoutbutablownengine
onstage10puthimout,which
movedTonyRobinson/Mark
Witherspoon’sMillington-
poweredProtonuptofifth,
withHucklebridgejustkeeping

Hat-trick goes to King/Miles at Rockingham

Win went to King/Miles at final event to be held at Rockingham

RALLY REPORTS

Rayner at bay for sixth position.
Having led Class 1 all weekend, 

Richard Bromley/Adrian 
Lloyd’s Vauxhall Nova pulled 
off on the penultimate stage, 
which handed the win to Trevor 
Hancock/Joanne Watson’s Mini.

Stuart Bliss/Richard Marsh’s 
Honda Civic led Class 2 all day 
and claimed ninth overall.

After pulling his entry to the 
Glyn Memorial Stages the week 
before, John Stone took a fitting 
victory of the Rockingham 
Sunday Stages. Having won the 
first rally at the venue in 2004 by a 
second over Steve Simpson, Stone 
won the final ever motorsport 

event at the circuit as the venue 
becomes a holding facility and an 
auction site.With co-driving son 
Alex alongside, the Ford Fiesta 
RS WRC duo were fastest on all 
but two of the six stages, beating 
Mark Jasper (Escort Mk2) by 36s.

Results
1 Paul King/Alicia Miles (Ford Escort Mk2) 1h40m14s; 2 
Darryl Morris/Mark Regan (Escort Mk2) +13s; 3 Stephen/
Jack Tilburn (Escort Mk2); 4 Tim Hill/Paul Spooner (Ford 
Fiesta R5); 5 Anthony Robinson/Mark Witherspoon (Proton 
Millington); 6 Ian/Oliver Hucklebridge (Escort Mk2); 7 Pete/
Arron Rayner (Escort Mk2); 8 Robin Adams/Ray Keith (Escort 
Mk2); 9 Stuart Bliss/Richard Marsh (Honda Civic); 10 Alex 
Cannon/Alan Carfrae (Subaru Impreza). Class winners: 
Trevor Hancock/Joanne Watson (Mini Cooper S); Bliss/Marsh; 
Morris/Regan; King/Miles; Hill/Spooner. Sunday rally 
winners: John Stone/Alex Stone (Ford Fiesta WRC).
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MURPHYHOLDSONIN
THRILLING FINISH

KillarneyHistoricRally
ByMartinWalsh

Organiser:KillarneyandDistrictMotorClub
When:December1Where:Killarney,Co.Kerry
Championships: IrishTarmacHistoricRally
Championship,PlasticBags.ieSouthern4HistoricRally
Championship;KingdomofKerryRallyChampionship.
Stages:8Starters:144.

Leadingfromthestart,
reigning IrishTarmac
HistoricRallychampion
OwenMurphy (Talbot
Sunbeam) survived a final-
stage blitz from the Ford 
Escort Mk1 of Mark Falvey 
to win the Killarney Historic 
Rally by a mere 1.1 seconds.  

Welsh ace Neil Williams 
(Escort) was a minute and 50.5 
seconds further adrift in third.

A 9.6-second gain from the 
iconic Moll’s Gap gave Murphy 
the perfect start as Falvey, 

running out of sequence after
he had to secure the battery,
had to contend with his Escort
popping out of second gear.

Welsh favourite Phil Collins
(Opel Ascona) was 20.6 seconds
further behind in third but then
lost significant time on the
second stage at Ballaghbeama
with a puncture. Murphy went
13.7 seconds clear on SS2 but
Falvey responded by clawing
five seconds back on the run 
through Caragh Lake.

Both their service crews were 
busy; Murphy’s team fixed a 
rear-axle mount that snapped 
on SS2 and Falvey’s engineer 
sorted a misfire.  After slotting 
into third on SS2, Marty 
McCormack retired his Escort 
with an electrical glitch. 

Williams therefore was 

running third on his maiden
trip over the classic Killarney
terrain from fellow countryman
Melvyn Evans (Escort), who
was slowed by a small flock of
sheep on SS2, but retired on SS5
with transmission troubles.

Meanwhile, Escort pair Tomas
Davies and local ace Ray Hilliard
were next in the classification.

On the repeat of the loop,
Falvey could only manage to
trim a second from the deficit 
as Davies (Ford Escort) edged 
out Williams for third.

Murphy looked home and 
dry with a 9.6-second lead 
after the penultimate stage 
at Kilcummin, but Falvey’s 
performance on the repeat 
of  the same stage almost 
dislodged the long-time leader, 
who hung on for a famous win.

Williams got the better of
Davies tosecurethirdahead
of DanielJones(Escort),Jonny
Greer(FordSierra)andEscort
debutantCathanMcCourt,
whosetthebesttime onthe
finalstage.DenisCronin,
HilliardandBarryJones
completedthetop10.
Results
1 Owen Murphy/Anthony Nestor (Talbot Sunbeam)
1h10m38.3s; 2 Mark Falvey/James O’Brien (Ford
Escort RS1600) +1.1s; 3 Neil Williams/Anthony
O’Sullivan (Escort); 4 Tomas Davies/Shane Buckley 
(Escort); 5 Daniel Jones/Gerwyn Barry (Escort); 6 
Jonathan Greer/Kirsty Riddick (Ford Sierra); 7 
Cathan McCourt/Barry McNulty (Escort); 8 Denis 
Cronin/Helen O’Sullivan (Escort); 9 Ray Hilliard/
Conor Walsh (Escort RS1600); 10 Barry Jones/
Brian Quinlan (Escort).
Class winners: Greer/Riddick; Ray Cunningham/
Kevin Keane (Morris Mini Cooper S); Tom O’Brien/
Scott O’Brien (Austin Mini); Maurice Meskell/Stephen 
Meskell (Ford Escort); Davies/Buckley; Duncan 
Williams/Guy Weaver (Ford Escort); Jones/Barry; 
Les Allfrey/Keith Fellowes (Peugeot 205 GTI).

Murphy/Nestor 
took narrow win

Gallagher survives high attrition rate to win

Declan Gallagher and John 
McCarthy (Toyota Starlet) 
were impressive winners 
of  the Modified Section of  
the Killarney Historic 
Stages Rally, with one 
minute and 40 seconds to 
spare over second-placed 
Enda O’Brien/John Butler 
(Ford Escort Mk2). 

Gallagher survived a lurid 
first stage spin on Moll’s 
Gap to put in an impressive 
performance as his rivals 
fell by the wayside over the 
tough Kerry stages for his 
second win on the event. 

In damp and dark 
conditions it was Colin 
O’Donoghue, who had 
borrowed his dad Kevin’s 
BMW M3 for the weekend, 
that took the Killarney 
bragging rights on the 
opening test, just 0.3 seconds 
ahead of  Rob Duggan (Ford 
Escort Mk2). Duggan was 
aiming for his third 
successive win on the event 
and forced the pace over the 
next two stages to move into 
the lead as the crews headed 
to the first service.

Gallagher had moved 
back to second place ahead 
of  Chris Armstrong. 

Engine problems then 
forced Duggan out on stage 
four, the second run over 
Moll’s Gap, and Gallagher’s 
lead over Armstrong stood 
at eight seconds. The second 
loop ended the hopes of  

several of  the top 
contenders with Jonathan 
Pringle clipping a rock on 
stage five, Ballaghbeama, 
which damaged the axle. 

David Bogie had travelled 
from Scotland in a new 
Escort and it took him a few 
stages to acclimatise but, as 
he was getting closer to the 
pace, a throttle motor failed 
and sidelined him on stage 
five as well. One stage later 
and Gary Kiernan was 
gone from third place with 
engine maladies. Gallagher’s 
lead was 28 seconds over 
Armstrong, but it all 
became academic on the 
penultimate test when 
Armstrong’s Escort ground 
to a halt. This pushed 
Gallagher’s lead out to 
1m40s over O’Brien with 
one stage left, but this 
was cancelled due 
to deteriorating conditions.

Kevin O’Driscoll
Results
1 Declan Gallagher/John McCarthy (Toyota 
Starlet) 57m39.1s; 2 Enda O’Brien/John 
Butler (Ford Escort Mk2) +1m40.5s; 3 Martin 
McGee/Denis O’Mahony (Escort Mk2); 4 Colin 
O’Donoghue/Eddie Doherty (BMW M3); 
5 Raymond Conlon/Damien Fleming (Corolla); 
6 Richard/Brian Harney (Escort Mk2); 7 Jason 
Black/Karl Egan (Toyota Starlet); 8 Patrick 
McHugh/Pauric O’Donnell (Escort Mk2); 9 
John Devlin/John McCarthy (Escort Mk2); 10 
Stephen Bawn/Chris O’Donnell (Escort Mk2). 
Class winners: Kevin Flanagan/Vanessa 
Hamilton (Austin Mini Cooper S); David 
Fleming/Kevin Doherty (Austin Mini); Tommy 
McDonagh/Paul Hickey (Escort Mk2); Lloyd 
Hutchinson/Willie Fitzpatrick (Austin Mini); 
Black/Egan; Conlon/Fleming; O’Brien/Butler. 

Gallagher won comfortably in the end after tough rally

ROAD RALLY ROUND-UP

Welsh champions Andy 
Davies/Michael Gilbey 
finished their highly 
successful season by 
taking victory in the final 
round of the series, The 
Eagle Rally. The pair 
led throughout the event. 

The win means that 
Gilbey completes the 
year with a maximum 
possible championship 
total of 800 points.

Despite having to stop 
to rectify lighting issues in 
a neutral section, George 
Williams/Dan Stone led at 
Petrol, but a series of wrong 
slots soon after the restart 
consigned them to fifth at 
the finish. One place further 
back was Mark Lennox, 
this result being enough 
to secure for him the 
ANWCC Drivers’ title.

Motorsport UK chairman 
David Richards appeared 
on his first road rally for over 
40 years, navigating for 
former World champion 
co-driver Phil Mills. But they 
had a troubled run virtually 
from the start as their 

newly-built hired Escort 
developed fuel starvation 
problems. This led to their 
retirement at the fuel halt. 
Richards was disappointed 
not to have been able to fully 
experience road rallying 
in its current format. 

Owen Turner/Andy 
Ballantyne won the 40th 
running of the Preston 
Rally. A bumper 90-car 
entry competed on what 
might be the last running 
of this legendary event.

Ian Mills

Results
Eagle Rally
Organiser: Newtown & District Auto 
Club When: December 1/2 Where: 
Mid-Wales Championships: WAMC & 
ANWCC Route: 120 miles Starters: 70.
1 Andy Davies/Michael Gilbey (Subaru 
Impreza) 3m10s; 2 Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/
Dylan Jenkins (VW Golf GTi) +20s; 3 
Paul Morgan/Jamie Mills (Honda Civic); 
4 Richy Williams/Will Atkins (Vauxhall 
Astra); 5 George Williams/Dan Stone 
(Ford Escort); 6 Mark Lennox/Ian 
Beamond (Escort); 7 Gari Evans/Arfon 
Griffiths (Escort); 8 Telor Pugh/Cadog 
Davies (SEAT Ibiza); 9 Elliott Stafford/
Lewis Sim (Mazda MX-5); 10 Craig 
Bowler/Chris Whittall (Civic).
Class winners: Morgan/Mills; Mckorley 
Crone/Rob Williams (Proton Satria GTi); 
Steve Fletcher/Ross Kenyon (Satria).
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SKOD
PLANS AHEAD
FOR THE NEW
GENERATION

David Evans visits the impressive new prod

T
he stores 
manager 
nodded, smiled 
thinly, and 
moved slowly 
to the side. 
For the Skoda 

Motorsport team, a full-access 
media visit to its shiny new 
factory didn’t come easily. 
Don’t forget this is a team which 
doesn’t always let its drivers 
know what they’re doing 
from one rally to the next.

But there we were, in a wintry 
Mlada Boleslav, with me asking 
somebody to step aside so I could 
get a clearer picture of  rack after 
rack of  hubs. Then I wandered into 
fabrication, the engine room, had a 
poke around some offices before 
getting a cup of  coffee in a room with 
a Fabia R5’s wiring loom pinned to it.

Skoda is, understandably, chuffed 
with a new 16,400-metre square 
facility that comes complete with 
10 build bays – six of  which are 
designated for customers and the 
other four for the factory cars. 

The Fabia R5 brings Skoda full 
circle in its rallying story. The Czech 
firm was always known for its ability 
to clinch class victories with the 
130LR and a Norwegian called John 
Haugland. Since those days of  the 
diminutive rear-drive 130bhp Skoda, 
the company stepped up to the main 
World Rally Championship field 
with the Octavia and then Fabia 
WRC. After seven years of  full-

blooded competition, but little to 
show beyond a single podium and 
five stage wins, time was called and 
Skoda moved back to the classes 
with the Fabia S2000 in 2008, with 
the R5 following in 2015.

Standing alongside fashionably 
grey walls, almost to a man, the 
media had one question for 
Skoda Motorsport director Michal 
Hrabanek. What is the precise 
purpose of  the new factory?

Any answer which deviated 
from: “This is the facility which 
underpins the development of  an all-
new Fabia WRC,” wasn’t welcome. 

Hrabanek provided an 
unwelcome answer.

The script on the theme of the 
World Rally Car hasn’t waivered 
for the last two years. 

“Not at this moment,” he 
said. “Because now the current 
programme is R5 through our 
WRC2 engagement and especially 
the opportunity to co-operate with 
Skoda dealers and importers around 
the world. We have sold 250 Fabia 
R5s around the world and you can 
imagine you need proper facilities 
with the workshop, the stores, 
everything. It is all important to 
you when you want to offer a service 
on the right level. The biggest 
motivation to build this new building 
was the customer programme.”

The biggest motivation to 
build this new building was the 
customer programme.

He’s telling the truth. Firstly, 

The cars can be fabricated at the firm’s new headquartersSkoda has a huge heritage There are 10 bays for working on the build of customer cars

there’s no chance we would have 
been wandering about the place if  
there’d been a development World 
Rally Car underneath a dust sheet 
in the room next to the toilets. 

And secondly, swish as the new 
place is, it appeared short of  the 
sort of  key ingredients needed for 
top-drawer World Rally Car 
development, including an engine 
dyno and dedicated damper rig. The 
dyno is in Skoda’s old motorsport 
building across town and the 
suspension department was the only 
place deemed off  limits for the media.  

Skoda’s head of  technical 
development Christian Strube 
explains the efficiencies which will 
come with the new home for Czech 
motorsport’s most famous brand.

“Skoda is 117 years old, that’s 17 
years older than the Czech Republic 
itself,” said Strube, “and motorsport 
is part of  our DNA, it’s in our blood. 
Motorsport helps to emotionalise the 
brand. I can talk about the emotion 

because, when I was visiting Rally 
of  Spain this year, I set the alarm at 
0500hrs and I went, with my children 
to the stages. There were so many 
cars parked, people had slept all of  
the night to find the best place to 
watch. And when the cars came, 
the emotion was just incredible – 
it was pure emotion.

“And, for Skoda, these cars are so 
close to our serial production cars. 
The engine, the base engine is the 
same 1.6-litre turbo engine that we 
make in Shanghai for our road cars. 
And, you know, that Sunday in 
Spain, when we won in WRC2, 
that was the day Czech Republic 
celebrated its 100th anniversary – 
that was a celebration.

“You came to our new building 
today, this is our building which 
prepares us for future challenges.”

Future challenges… sounds 
interesting.

Hrabanek steps in again and 
highlights the use of  the new facility 
in, for example, development work 
on electrification. While the FIA 
is pondering a way forward with 
World Rally Cars, Hrabanek says 
alternative energy is probably 
even further away for customer 
programmes like his in the sport.

“When we sell cars to private 
teams, it’s not going to be easy to 
maintain electric cars,” he said. 
“This is my personal opinion, 
but rally sport will not undergo 
electrification in customer 
programmes in the next two or 

three years. It’s so much more 
complicated than on circuits.”

But, when customers do turn 
electric, Skoda will be churning 
silent Fabias out faster than ever 
thanks to what Strube refers to as 
an improved workflow. In the old 
factory, which is still very old , but 
now being used for another area 
of  Skoda Auto, building rally cars 
could be a lengthy process. The bits 
were, literally, all over the place.

Not anymore.
A new Fabia R5 takes two 

mechanics 10 days to build. Every 
day, a pre-agreed, pre-set box of  
bits is delivered to each of  the six 
customer car bays. So, for example, 
on day five, the Xtrac transmission 
is ready and waiting when the pair 
clock-on at 0830hrs. By day nine, 
the car is being driven up and down 
Skoda’s test track in Mlada Boleslav. 
Interesting fact here: the track’s 
only just over a mile away, but 
the cars still have to be trailered – 
driving a rally car on the public 
road outside of  competition is 
illegal in the Czech Republic. 

Day 10 is all about tightening, 
torqueing-up and ticking boxes as 
another car is signed off  and sent 
to Skoda Motorsport’s shiny new 
delivery area.

A World Rally Car might or might 
not be part of  Skoda’s future, but 
the investment in this latest facility 
looks to have future-proofed the 
Czech firm’s participation in 
rallying for some years to come.  



Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  DECEMBER 5 2018  19

PRESENTS

GOODIES UNDER THE TREE
Motorsport News’s guide to the best of the Christmas gifts

TheUnknown
KimiRaikkonen
RRP£20
Website:simonandschuster.co.uk
RenownedFinnishnovelistandscreenwriter
KariHotakainenoffers readersa rareglimpse
into the lifeof thenotoriously reclusive,and
monosyllabic,KimiRaikkonen.

The2007Formula1worldchampion’s
childhood, thoughtsonRonDennis,personal life
andmorearesetagainstabackdropofnever-
previously-seenphotographs fromthedriver’s
owncollection.AsHotakainenalsowonthe trust
ofFerrari,TheUnknownKimiRaikkonen takes
youbehind thescenesatgrandsprixas race
strategiesare formulated.Complaintsabout
thedirect, and thereforeshakey, translation from
Finnishare fair,butgiven it’sbilledas ‘the first
and lastauthorised’bookonRaikkonen, it’s
likely tobe thebestwe’reevergoing toget.

The Perfect Car
RRP £40
Website: evropublishing.com
Recounting the technological
revelations eminent designer John
Barnard brought into Formula 1, this
biography lifts the veil on a flawed
genius whose stubbornness and snap
decisions mean raw statistics don’t
come close to telling his full story
(for an in-depth review, see page 31).

BOOKS

GAMES SCALEXTRIC

CALENDARS

Touring Car Racing 
1958-2018 – The 
history of the 
British Touring Car 
Championship
RRP £60
Website:  evropublishing.com
This lavishly produced book, detailing 
every year of the tin-top competition 
in the UK, is packed with never-seen-
before photographs and full statistical 
information on each season. It’s our top 
pick – but then it would be: it is written 
by Motorsport News editor Matt James.

ORTRYTHIS…
Porsche 956 & 962 
RRP £25
Website: haynes.com
Rather than walk you through the way to service your 
Ford Fiesta, this Haynes Owners’ Workshop Manual 
reveals the anatomy of the apogee of Group C 
sportscars – the Porsche 956/962. It’s a fine marriage 
of classic photography and an accessible narrative.

Autocourse 
2018-2019
RRP £47.50
Website:  autocourse.com
Now in its 68th year, the 
world-famous Autocourse annual 
includes detailed race-by-race 
reports from the 2018 Formula 1 
season, in-depth features, 
comprehensive statistics, technical 
illustrations and stunning images.

Forza Horizon 4
RRP £49.99
Website: forzamotorsport.net
The Horizon series, which 
alternates with the more 
racing-focused Forza 
Motorsport titles, is in a 
league of its own when it 
comes to bringing a realistic 
handling model to the public 
roads – albeit for Xbox One 
users only.

This time around, it’s time to 
virtually disobey the local traffic 
laws in and around Edinburgh. 

For hardcore motorsport fans, 
there’s still a lot to draw you in 
thanks to the diverse ensemble 
of cars – a 1992 Ford Escort 
RS Cosworth is among the 
choice for your first set of 
wheels. But if sticking to the 
racing line is more appealing, 
the 1971 Porsche 917/20 
complete with its iconic 
‘Pink Pig’ livery is well 
worth saving your credits 
for. Fortunately, the Scottish 
constabulary are willing to 
overlook its road illegality.

F1 2018
RRP £44.99
Website: formula1game.com
Codemasters hasn’t tried 
to reinvent the wheel for its 
latest Formula 1 title, and F1 
2018 is all the better for it. 

The AI has been overhauled 
compared to the game’s 
predecessor, which means 
rivals are smarter and more 
daring in wheel-to-wheel 
battles, and that helps to 
make racing more thrilling. 

Off track, interviews have 
been reintroduced into the 

franchise and the greater 
variation, plus the fact that 
a player’s responses directly 
impact your career, avoids 
past complaints of repetition.

Thanks in part to 
enhanced audio, expect a 
more immersive career 
experience that justifies 
upgrading to this 
latest instalment. 

Further additions to the 
line-up of classic F1 
machinery ensures that 
there’s many a reason to 
keep coming back.

OR TRY THIS…
Dakar 18
RRP £49.99
Website: dakarthegame.com
MN’s left-field pick for the gaming 
Christmas wishlist comes in the 
form of taking on the gruelling 
Dakar Rally. 

It’s the first game to offer users 
a taste of the South American 
enduro in 15 years. There’s 20,000 
square kilometres of open world to 
explore in machinery ranging from 

motorcycles and quadbikes up 
to the Peugeot 3008 DKR that 
took victory in the 2018 event. 
Dakar 18 is not the last word in 
refinement, although a series of 
updates since its release means 
you’ll be buying a far more polished 
title than at first. What the game 
does offer is an authentic homage 
that captures the scale of the rally 
and its incorporation of navigational 
driving sets it apart from almost 
any other racing title on the market.

McLaren F1 GTR 
Le Mans 1995 #59 
& #24 
RRP £40.99-£45.99
Website: scalextric.com 
Fresh onto the market are a brace 
of McLaren F1 GTRs from Le 
Mans 1995. The winning Kokusai 
Kaihatsu Racing car, limited to a 
build run of 2000 units, commands 
a£5premiumover itsGulf liveried

Legends Le Mans
1967 
Limited Edition 50 Years of 
Ford Twin Pack
RRP £85.99
Website: scalextric.com
This brand new limited edition 
celebratory twin pack includes the
1967 Ford MkIV that Dan Gurney
and AJ Foyt took to Le Mans victory, 
plus the 2017 challenger in which 
Harry Tincknell/Andy Priaulx/
Pipo Derani finished second in 
the GTE class. 

Beautifully presented in a display 
case for when they’re not being 
ragged around the living room floor 

Autocourse
RRP £11.99
Website:  autocourse.com
The 2019 edition contains more 
than 70 images, 13 of which are 
full-page, courtesy of Autocourse’s 
photographer Peter J Fox. It’s ready 
for use straight away, as the final 
months of this year are also included.

Jakob Ebrey
RRP £13.50
Website: ebay.co.uk
Jakob Ebrey Photography captures 
an action-packed 2018 British 
Touring Car Championship. All the 
race meetings for the ’19 season 
are pre-marked so you can plan 
your year accordingly.

ORTRYTHIS…
Ford Falcon XC Bathurst 1978 #17
RRP £40.99
Website: scalextric.com
And now for something completely different – a model that neither 
has Le Mans nor winning pedigree. Scalextric’s copy of the Ford Falcon 
XC that Dick Johnson and Vern Schuppan shared to fifth in the 1978 
Bathurst 1000 probably isn’t going to be Scalextric’s biggest seller. 
But it makes for a pleasing addition to the range thanks to its 
impressive detail, sheer size and oddball value.

on Christmas Day, these cars hold 
up on their own as something to have 
on show on the shelf. Working lights 
all round, the bubble on the MkIV’s 
roof to accommodate Gurney’s lofty 
frame, plus the sizeable and intricate 
diffuser on the contemporary GT are 
all welcome details.

OR TRY THIS...
McKlein
RRP £34.99 
Website:  mcklein-calendars.com
If you’re looking to fill a lot of wall space, 
then McKlein’s sizeable Motorsport 
Classic calendar will  see you through 
from January’s Ferrari 275P to the 
Lancia Fulvia and Mercedes W196 this 
time next year. For rally fans, McKlein’s 
renowned World Rally Championship 
calendar is also on sale







VISIT OURWEBSITE FOREXCLUSIVE MEGAXMAS DEALS

EVENT TICKETS AND SEASON PASSES DRIVING EXPERIENCES
PASSENGER RIDES JUNIOR DRIVING EXPERIENCES TRACKDAY VOUCHERS

BUY DIRECT FROM MSV
FOR THE BEST DEALS

2019 RACE EVENT TICKETS

DRIVE A SINGLE-SEATER RACE CAR

DRIVE A TOYOTA GT86 RALLY CAR

Call 0843 453 1000
or visitwww.msv.com/christmas
Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

FULL DAY GIFT VOUCHER

12 MONTH CHRISTMAS GIFT VOUCHERS NOW AVAILABLE

PalmerSport at Bedford Autodrome is the ultimate, most
authentic motorsport experience available anywhere on Earth.
We can accommodate both groups and individuals,
and Christmas gift vouchers are on sale now.

THE WORLD’S GREATEST DRIVING EVENT

For details call 01403 733999 or visit www.palmersport.com to book online

10 % OFFGIFTVOUCHERS
USE PROMO CODE
PSXMAS18Valid until 31 Dec 2018

GIFTFTTVVOUUCCHHHEERRRRSSS FFRRROMOMOMOM £££5544455

Eight-activity programme with live timing, scoring and prizes

PEUGEOT & CITROEN PERFORMANCE & TUNING SPECIALISTS

Telephone:01280 701919

• ENGINE CONVERSIONS & REBUILDS •

• TUNING PACKAGES • 205 RESTORATIONS •

•RACE / RALLY ENGINE BUILDS & PREPARATION •

•SERVICE / REPAIR / DIAGNOSTICS •

•PERFORMANCE ENGINE INTERNALS& EXTERNALS •

• TRANSMISSIONS • EXHAUST SYSTEMS •

•SUSPENSION PARTS •BRAKES • TYRES •

• INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR COMPONENTS •

PUG1OFF 1 Boundary Rd, Buckingham Rd Industrial Estate, Brackley, Northants NN13 7ES

www.PUG1OFF.com www.PEUGEOT-TUNING-PARTS.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU TO EVERYBODY
WHO RACED WITH OUR ENGINES THIS YEAR
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Tom Gamble impressed
the judges at Silverstone

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  DECEMBER 5 2018  23

YOUNG DRIVER

THE GAMBLE
THAT PAID OFF

The teenager who scooped the McLaren Autosport BRDC Award. By Kevin Turner and Matt Kew

E
very now and 
again, drivers 
come along who 
can skip some of  
the usual rungs 
on the racing 
ladder. Red Bull 

star Max Verstappen is the most 
prominent recent example, 
jumping from European 
Formula 3 to F1 for 2015.

At the start of  this year, Ginetta 
Junior champion Tom Gamble 
made the bold move from the 
British Touring Car Championship-
supporting, baby GT category 
straight to BRDC British Formula 3. 
A more conservative route would 
have been to go to British F4, but 
after testing the 230bhp two-litre 
Cosworth-powered Tatuus, Gamble 
decided to make the jump.

“F3 has a really good learning car 
and a lot of  people have driven it, for 
example Lando Norris raced in it, 
and a lot of  other big names,” he says. 

“I definitely brought on my 
driving skills a lot and, coming 
into the season, I think the same as 
every young, single-seater driver, 
I wanted to get nominated for the 
final four of  the McLaren 
Autosport BRDC Award.”

Gamble, who was only 16 years old, 
joined Fortec Motorsports alongside 
Manuel Maldonado and, initially, 
Tristan Charpentier. Although 
Maldonado and Charpentier finished 
1-2 in the reversed-grid race at the 
Oulton Park opener in April, Gamble 
was soon leading the Fortec charge.

He took pole in a wet-but-drying 
session in the second round at 
Rockingham and converted that to 
a wet-weather win in race one. But, 
in race three, a clash with Billy 
Monger led to disqualification.

In some ways, that was typical of  
Gamble’s season. He often showed 
impressive pace, taking more fastest 
laps than anyone else (six, and he 
also set fastest lap in the rain-
shortened Silverstone race) across 
the 24 races and scoring a second pole
at Spa, but also made a few errors. 

And at Donington Park he was 
excluded from the second race due 
to a non-performance-enhancing 
undertray infringement.

Without those exclusions, Gamble
would have been third in the drivers’
standings, behind title protagonists 
Linus Lundqvist (Double R) and 
Nicolai Kjaergaard (Carlin), both 
of  whom had more single-seater 
experience. Those three, plus 
Maldonado and the highly-rated 
Jamie Caroline, who contested three
meetings, were also the only drivers 
to win more than twice.

“I could have, should have been 
better,” Gamble reflects. “But it was 
good to get two wins, two poles as well
and six fastest laps. It was definitely 
a year of  a lot of  learning for me.”

His campaign was enough 
for Gamble to be selected for the 
McLaren Autosport BRDC Award, 
along with Caroline, Formula 
Renault Eurocup champion Max 
Fewtrell and British F4 title winner 
Kiern Jewiss. Given the pedigree 

Gamble fended off three other hopefuls to scoop the biggest prize

Gamble’s run to fifth place in BRDC F3 wasn’t without dramas...

of hisrivals(Carolinewas2017
British F4 champ) and the fact 
Gamble was the only finalist 
without a single-seater title to his 
name, it’s probably fair to say that 
he was not the pre-event favourite. 

If  Gamble had found the jump 
from the 100bhp Ginetta to the 
230bhp BRDC F3 sizeable, the step 
to 425bhp MotorSport Vision 
Formula 2, 420bhp Ligier JSP3 LMP3 
and 500+bhp McLaren 650S GT3 
machinery was something else again.

“[The Ligier] was a really enjoyable 
car and, luckily for me, it was really 
similar to what I’d driven this year,” 
adds Gamble.

“The GT3 car was obviously very 
different, ABS, traction control – 
I’m not used to those sorts of  things. 
I could hit the brake as hard as I could 
and not need to worry about coming 
off. I was happy with the way I 
adapted to that. I felt like I got 
pretty fast. 

“It was probably the best day of  my 
life. That first day, getting to drive 
three different cars – something with 
a lot of  aerodynamics, something 
with not much and something 
in-between – was phenomenal.”

It became clear that Gamble had 
done his homework, having spoken 
to as many relevant people as 
possible, and was ready to throw 
everything at winning the award. 
Each finalist had their own MSV F2 
car for the two-day Silverstone test 
and, once he had settled in, Gamble 
moved up the timesheets to challenge 
the early pacesetter, again mixing it 
with his more experienced rivals.

Gamble was even more impressive 
in the other two cars. The McLaren – 
which is heavier and softer than the 
drivers are used to, and has ABS 
and traction control – takes drivers 
outside of  their comfort zones and 
the Ligier was new to the award 
for 2018.

After runs on used rubber, the 
finalists were given one new-tyre run 
in each of  the rooved racers. Gamble 
was quickest in both, his efforts in the 

Ligier being particularly strong. His 
commitment into high-speed corners 
had benchmark driver Alexander 
Sims reaching for the telemetry…

“Tom was extraordinary in the 
LMP3 car,” recalls award head judge 
Derek Warwick. “He was brilliant 
in the McLaren and he was there 
or thereabouts with everybody, a 
little bit above everybody, in the 
F2. That surprised us a little bit 
with his experience and his age. 
We wondered exactly how he 
would come out for the second day 
but he just continued onwards and 
upwards. It was really impressive.”

The final day of  running was 
entirely for F2 cars, this time with 
limited access to ‘push to pass’ 
boosts of  an extra 75bhp. Once 
again, Gamble was quickest on 
one of  the two new-tyre runs, 
before acing the 10-lap ‘pursuit’ 
session, which concluded the tests.

He impressed the three teams 
running the trio of  cars, as well as the 
judges, to once again overcome his 
experience. He was announced as the 
surprising, but very worthy, 30th 
winner of  the McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award last Sunday, capping 
off  an impressive rookie season.

“To say I’ve won the Autosport 
Award, and having beaten some of  
the best drivers my age in the UK, is 
phenomenal,” Gamble enthuses. 
“It’s definitely going to take a while 
to sink in!

“Having this award on my CV 
will definitely make me a lot 
more appealing.” 

TOM GAMBLE
Age: 17
From: Epperstone, Nottinghamshire
2018: Fifth in BRDC F3 with Fortec 
(two wins)
2017: Ginetta Junior champion with 
JHR/Elite (eight wins)
2016: Rotax Max Wintercup Senior 
runner-up
2015: Rotax Max Wintercup Junior 
champion
2014: Third in Super 1 National 
Rotax Max Junior
2013: Kartmasters British GP Rotax 
MiniMaxchampionandthird in

i

Ginet J

CV HIGHLIGHTS
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RETRO

ROLLS BACK THE YEARS

The drive in Hayes-Harlow’s car
was a treat for Flux, who has been a
regular in the Super Touring series
this year. “There were a few fuel
pressure issues to cure, but when
we sorted that, it was amazing,”
says Flux. “The car always had a 
short wheelbase, so it was very 
easy to get the back a long way out 
of  shape: sometimes too far! I 
certainly remembered that about it.

“But John’s car was well set-up, 
and whatever he has done with the 
damping on the car has worked 
wonderfully, because the handling 
was really good. I could push on. It 
really did come straight back to me. 
I loved it and I was flying around the 
National circuit with a huge grin 
on my face. I was really grateful for 
the opportunity.”

Not only was Hayes-Harlow there 
to oversee the test, Flux was joined
by Paul Crosby, who was the man

responsible for bolting the car
together with the driver all those
years ago. “Paul was getting
involved too, getting his hands
dirty and offering pointers as we
progressed through the test,” says
Flux. “It was as much of  a reunion 
for him as well as it was for me.

“When I did the test at Silverstone, 
I had my daughter Coral there to watch 
and my grandson George too. That 
was a really special thing for me – 
when I was racing that car originally, 
I wasn’t even married and the thought 
of  kids was a long way away.” 

The decades might have passed, but 
the meaning of  Flux’s reunification 
with the Ehrlich was not lost on 
the man himself. The next task will 
be to find a TVR Tuscan Challenge 
car to help the 1996 champion 
commemorate the first round of  
that one-make series in 1989. There
are more chapters to be written.

Experienced racer returns to the Formula Atlantic cockpit. By Matt James

I
was getting £40 a week 
in wages, 50 per cent of  
the prize money, I had 
a Renault 16 company 
car and they gave me a 
flat in a tower block in 
Bletchley,” remembers 

single-seater wannabe Ian 
Flux. “I was living the dream.”

The firm paying the wages 
was Ehrlich. The Austrian car 
constructor had hired Flux to drive 
in F3 in 1976 and he then remained 
with the marque through to 
Formula Atlantic in the early 1980s.

He drove the Ehrlich RP5B in 
1982 – a car he was reunited with at 
Silverstone in November, rolling 
back nearly four decades of  history. 
He tested on the National circuit and 
the old feelings came flooding back. 

Flux raced the 1600cc Ford BDA-
powered RP5 throughout the 1981 
season up against the dominant Ralt 
RT4 of  Ray Mallock, and continued 
with the updated machine the next 
year. Flux finished fourth in the 
points in that 1981 season and went 
one better in 1982. It is a car he 
has fond memories of.

The chassis is now owned by 
prolific historic racer John Hayes-
Harlow. He has had the project for 
a couple of  seasons, and has 
recreated the car faithfully. “When 
John bought the car, he would phone 
me quite often to ask for help: he had 
a bunch of  bits and needed to know 
where they went. I ended up trying 
to help him construct the car from 
the end of  a phone line – it was quite 

tricky,” explains Flux. “However, 
it was done well and it certainly is 
a proper restoration. Whenever I 
spoke to John, I said I would love to 
have a go in it when it was finished. 
When he called and offered me a 
run in it, I was delighted.”

Dr Joseph Ehrlich was passionate 
about motorcycles and formed a 
successful working alliance with 
Mike Hailwood in the early 1960s, 
which included his self-built 
machine running right at the front 
of  the 125cc class of  the world 
motorbike championships. Ehrlich 
then moved into the world of  karting
before creating his first F3 car in 
1969 and he remained loyal to that 
division – and to Formula Atlantic – 
through to the mid-1980s. He then 
returned to the world of motorcycles.

Flux explains: “The car was 
originally an F3 car that was 
converted to Formula Atlantic 
specification, because the landscape
was changing in UK motorsport 
then and Atlantic was the way to go.”

Formula Atlantic was expected 
to boom in the early 1980s. The 
domestic Aurora F1 series had 
been mothballed for 1981, and that 
encouraged entrants into Formula 
Atlantic, but that galvanisation 
was short-lived and the category 
petered out in 1983. 

In that time in the early 1980s, 
though, the series was strong, 
featuring stars such as Flux, Mallock 
and David Leslie, but the return of  
the British F1 championship in 
1983 took organiser Motor Circuit 

Crosby (l), Flux (c) 
and Hayes-Harlow

Developments (the original owners 
of  Brands Hatch) in a different 
direction. The series moved under 
the control of  British Racing 
Drivers’ Club and the British Racing 
and Sports Car Club. It lasted only 
one more season before the axe fell. 

“They were some fantastic times 
racing for the innovator Dr Ehrlich – 
I even remember being jailed when 
we raced in the Atlantic series in 
New Zealand in 1980,” recalls Flux. 
“I blame [current WSR boss] Dick 
Bennetts, who was running a car 
out there: he had ambushed me in 
the hotel and wrapped me in ice, 
so I decided to set the fire sprinkler 
system off  briefly to get him back. 
However, once I had set it off, I 
couldn’t stop it and it flooded the 
hotel. I got banged up and taken 
to court. It was all over the TV 
news out there. I think I got a fine 
of  a few grand.”

“

Flux has been Super 
Touring racer in ’18Flux ran the car 

at Silverstone

The car ran in the UK in 1981



Audi and Peugeot
are quitting WRX

INSIGHT
With works teams leaving, what is the future for World Rallycross? Hal Ridge explores

T
he latter half
of the World
Rallycross 
season has 
undeniably been 
a difficult period 
for the series, 

arguably the most difficult in 
the five years since the mixed-
surface discipline achieved FIA 
world championship status.

In August, Audi released its 2019 
competition strategy in which it 
declared it will focus on Formula E 
and DTM. Rallycross didn’t even get 
a mention in the news release, despite 
having backed Mattias Ekstrom’s 
EKS team with factory support since 
the start of  2017. As the marque had 
increased its contribution to the 
Swede’s squad for 2018, the news 
was a surprise, but not quite as much 
of a shock as the announcement that 
followed two months later.

Almost a year after Peugeot had 
confirmed increased commitment, 
on the same day ironically that Ford 
and Ken Block’s Hoonigan Racing 
Division outfit had pulled the plug 
on its World RX attempt, the French 
marque announced that it was 
terminating its works rallycross 
programme after the final round 
in South Africa.

While Audi Sport boss Dieter Gass 
cited to Motorsport News that “three 
works programmes was too many to 

support”anditneededtofocuson
DTMalongsideFormulaEasits
internal combustion and electric 
projects, what Audi’s withdrawal 
really meant was that it wouldn’t be 
committing to entering the planned 
electric World RX switch from 2020.

As Audi didn’t sign up for EWRX 
for the August 15 deadline, VAG 
Group bedfellow Volkswagen didn’t 
sign either, although, according 
to Volkswagen Motorsport boss 
Sven Smeets, only because it knew 
there were not enough marques 
(the minimum required number of  
three) ready to put pen to paper.

Peugeot did sign, but when the FIA 
and World RX promotor were forced 
to delay the electric introduction until 
2021 to give manufacturers more time, 
Peugeot – which like Audi had been a 
vocal advocate of  the concept since 
talks were initiated – decided that 
the discipline no longer fitted within 
its marketing timeframe. Having 
plugged its SUV range with its Dakar 
programme, Peugeot had switched 
to rallycross, taking its support of  
Kenneth Hansen’s team in house for 
a full factory effort. The plan
years in the current series, t
launch an electric 208 road c
marketed by its rallycross e

“Peugeot will concentrate
resources on developing new
sports] vehicles and has the
decided to withdraw from th
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WORLDRALLYCROSSRIDES
championshipattheendof the2018
season,whoseevolutiontowards
electrification is uncertain,” said 
Peugeot brand boss Jean-Philippe 
Imparato when the news was released. 
“This announcement is not linked 
with our results in the competition 
or our drivers. The decision to stop 
WRX appears as very brutal, but my 
mission as a CEO is to make decisions 
at the right moment to ensure the 
sustainability of  the company.”

Independent outfit Olsbergs MSE 
also announced in October that it 
would again withdraw from World 
RX for the second time in three years, 
having returned in 2018 with a new 
Ford Fiesta ST. The Swedish-based 
firm cited rising costs, and an intention 
tostepawaywhilefocusingonfinding

amanufacturertobuddyupwithfor
anEWRXentry.Then,attheendof
the season, half  an hour after yet 
another defeat from the dominant 
force of  2018, PSRX Volkswagen driver 
Johan Kristoffersson, 2016 champion 
Ekstrom announced he was ending 
his full-time driving career with 
immediate effect. 

If  the timing of  the double DTM 
champion’s decision was unexpected, 
the decision itself  was unsurprising. 
Since he claimed the 2016 title without 
works-support, the Swede had 
reiterated time and time again that 
he wouldn’t continue to drive without 
that kind of  back-up. With Audi on 
the move, he kept his word and closed 
his rallycross chapter.

At this stage, the future of  the EKS 
squad is undecided. Ekstrom owns the 
cars, but Audi has dibs on its engines so 
an agreement needs to be met before 
deals with customers either renting the 
seats or buying the cars can progress.

There has been a clear divide in pace 
and performance between the three 
manufacturer supported efforts in 
World RX in 2018 and the private squads.

Volkswagen’s customary ability to 
enter any given series and become 
dominant won’t have helped, but that 
VW’s form was a precursor for Audi 
and Peugeot’s departure is largely 
unfounded. While Kristoffersson won 
11 of  the 12 rounds this year, team-mate 
Solberg netted only five podiums and 

finishedfifthinthepoints.Onfastest
laptimepacealone–takinganaverage
across the campaign – the 208 and S1 
were within 0.2s of  the Polo, which in 
rallycross is far less significant than 
on an all-asphalt race circuit. But the 
Polo, coupled with a seriously in-form 
Kristoffersson, proved near unbeatable.

So, what of  the future for World RX? 
In the immediate term, the question 
raised most is of  who will be on the 
grid in 2019. But there’s a bigger 
picture, and really it hinges on the 
proposed 2021 propulsion switch.

The EWRX deadline for the minimum 
of three manufacturers to sign up is 
March 29 next year, but in order for 
Volkswagen to maintain its support 
for Solberg’s PSRX concern, it needs 
a clear indication about the future 
before then, according to Norway’s 
most successful world champion (see 
Sporting Scene, page 29).

Prior to Peugeot’s departure, 
Smeets had gone on record as being 
comfortable with the delayed timeline 
for EWRX. The question now hangs 
over if  there are two other marques 
ready to join too. 

Having stated that the uncertainty 
over the future of  the powertrain 
package in World RX as a reason for 
“pausing” its programme at the end 
of  ’17 (although Ken Block’s new 
Amazon Prime Gymkhana Files 
series suggests it was more that the 
American star was frustrated at 

“Three works 
operations 

are 
too m ch”

e e
ss
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Ekstrom has walked
away from WRX

Volkswagen’s domination of the championship hasn’t put others off
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beingunabletofightforthetitle)Ford
hasbeenonthelistof thoseinterested
in joining EWRX for some time, and 
World RX’s managing director Paul 
Bellamy says talks are still progressing.

“Peugeot [leaving] was a total shock 
for sure, but they’ve pulled out of  all 
motorsports as a works team,” says 
Bellamy. “We were talking with them 
about electric right up until the last 
minute. It is frustrating but that 
happens in life. We’re talking to VW at 
high levels every week. For them it’s 
very clear, it’s all about electric in the 
future. From our perspective, when 
Peugeot pulled out we carried on 
with our plans for 2021. There’s a 
couple of  other manufacturers as 
well, one is totally new and the other 
isn’t a surprise.” 

Asked about the 2019 line-up, 
Bellamy says: “It’s always the 
same at this time of year, teams are 
looking at their budgets and they’re 
all trying to push the dial in terms 
of being better. Car numbers; if  
everybody comes in you could end 
up at 17 or 18 cars, with the people who 
are saying they will be in for next year 
you could be at 13 or 14. I’m confident 
that we’ll have a good line-up.”

There are, however, two years of  
competition before 2021 – if  EWRX 
does go ahead. Of the existing outfits, 
GC Kompetition entered a multi-year 
programme with its Prodrive-built 
Renault Meganes at the start of  2018 

andisexpectingtoreturnnextyear
withatleasttwocars.“Collectivelythe
teams are looking to make some changes 
to the regulations and operations in the 
championship to fit their budgets which 
are coming under a bit more pressure,” 
says team manager Karl O’Sullivan. 

“It’s a challenging time for motorsport 
everywhere but we have been very clear 
from the start that this is a long-term 
programme and we are bang where 
we want to be, we are going into the 
off  season and looking at a round 
one next year [in Abu Dhabi] that’s 
going to be new for everybody and 
we’re seeing opportunity. We’re all in.”

Marcus Gronholm’s GRX squad is 
also working to return to the fold with 
its WRC-derived Hyundai i20 Supercars. 
“That’s not nice [that Audi and Peugeot 
have left]. Next year everything is a little 
bit open, but I hope we can be there and 
I hope the championship will be good 
and have some good drivers and teams,” 
says the two-time WRC champion. “We 
have just done one year now so we have 
everything in place and we can improve 
the car a bit. The target is to try to be 
back and to do a new season.” 

While the team currently doesn’t 
have factory Hyundai support, the Finn 
hasn’t given up on securing increased 
backing in the future. “I would like to 
have a test car next year, so the drivers 
can drive more. So it’s a possibility we 
can run three cars sometimes,” he notes.

Manfred Stohl’s STARD team ran just 

onecarfull-timein2018,downfrom
twothepreviousyear,butwillbuild
new cars this winter. It’s the producer 
of  the only publicly-aired electric 
rallycross Supercar prototype to-date, 
so is keen to remain in the series, not least 
to prepare for a possible 2021 entry, and 
is working on retaining Latvian driver 
Janis Baumanis and filling a second car.

Then there’s the works-built Peugeot 
208s. Based on the cars used this year 
alone, it can be assumed that there are 
at least six 2018 cars sitting in Velizy 
that will otherwise be gathering dust. 
Both Sebastien Loeb – whose own squad 
started what was planned to be a multi-
year programme in World RX this year 
with Gregoire Demoustier – and Kenneth 
Hansen are in talks with Peugeot about 
the possibility of  taking over the running 
of  the cars. Seemingly there are enough 
to go around, if  deals can be got together. 

ES Motorsport is preparing to 
compete with a new Skoda Fabia next 
term, which will likely be piloted by 
Nasser Al-Attiyah, while sometime 
rallycross driver Timo Scheider, who 
has increasingly strong links with 
Rene Munnich’s Munnich Motorsport 
squad, has hinted at a full-time return.

This winter will be a decisive period 
for the future of  World RX. The series 
has enjoyed a steady upward trajectory 
since 2014 and, as Solberg has iterated, 
clarification on the electric transition 
is set to play a significant role in the 
next chapter. 

THE 2019 SPEEDBUMPS
Gronholm’s team is 
aiming for works deal Smeets (c) remains 

committed to WRX
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FEATURE
TheJacksondynastyhas threechampionsandbrothersDominikandCameronbothclaimed titles in2018. Paul Lawrence reports

S
imon Jackson
and his sons
Cameron, 31, and
Dominik, 34, are
all accomplished
racers and in 2018
Cameron won the

hugely competitive Historic
Formula Ford titlewhile
DominikclinchedtheRadical
Challenge.Meanwhile,dad
SimonracedhisFormula3
Chevrontosecondplace
intheFrenchClassicF3
Championship.Ayearearlier
hewonthecorresponding
British-basedseries.

“Dadhasracedforever,”
saysCameron.“Particularlyin
Caterhamsinthe1990s,andwe
grewup around cars and race 
tracks.We went karting and raced 
atBritish Championship level.”

Though the brothers started out 
inkarting, their racing careers 
tookrather different trajectories. 
“Iracedkarts against people like 
OliverTurvey and Tom Onslow-
Cole,”says Cameron. “I then went 
intoBARC Formula Renault and was 
justgetting up to speed when I had a 
hugeoff  at Croft and wrote the car 
off. I took a fair whack to the head 
and we decided not to continue. I was 
a drummer and wanted to pursue 
being in a band. So I had 10 years off  
from racing but I always said once 
I could afford to go racing again and 
do it properly, I would.”

Dominik, on the other hand, 
progressed well up the single-seater 
ladder before the funds and 
opportunities were exhausted. He 
says: “When I did Formula BMW in 
Europe I was only Brit there. Lewis 
Hamilton was doing F3 and I was 
doing FBMW in the DTM paddock. 
Sebastian Vettel was my team-mate 
and Adrian Sutil was there as well. 
I beat them both at some point in 
the season.”

He raced single-seaters in the USA 
and raced the Tottenham car in the 
Superleague Formula before calling 
time on a professional career. 

Instead,heandCamerondeveloped
propertybusinessesintheLincoln
areaandbothresolvedtoreturnto
racingwhenfundsallowed.

“IwenttotheSilverstoneClassic
andsawFormulaJuniorsracing
andlovedit,”saysCameron.“So
itwentfromthereandwe’vegot
aBrabhamBT2.”

Thisseason,armedwithaLolaT200
fromtheNeilFowlerstable,Cameron
wonanenthrallingHistoricFF1600
Championshipafterawheel-to-
wheelcontestwithBenMitchell.

Dominik,meanwhile,tookthe
Radicalrouteforhisracingreturn.
“Igotbackintoracinglastyearin
Radicalsafterabout10yearsout.
Itwasgreattogetbackinthecarand
itwasabigchallengeasit isvery
competitive at the front of  the Radical 
Challenge field. I had a warm-up 
year in 2017 and that gave me more 
experience for 2018. Steve Burgess 
was the big rival,” he says. 

With two and a half  years between 
the brothers, they are at a similar 
stage in life and both have young 
families. In fact, the impending 
arrival of  Cameron’s second child 
almost gave Dominik a chance to race 
his brother’s beloved Formula Junior 
Brabham at the Goodwood Revival. 
“I was stand-by driver for Cameron’s 
Formula Junior at Goodwood and 
had a test there in the wet,” says 
Dominik. “They are fantastic bits 
of  kit but totally different to drive 
to what I’ve done before.” 

Dominik was privately relieved 
when he was not needed as the 
possibility of  damaging his brother’s 
car was uppermost in his mind.

The brothers are close and support 
each other in racing. “Dom and I have 
worked together for years and we get 
on great,” says Cameron. “We live 
less than two miles apart. But we’ve 
got different approaches to the sport. 
I love the historic element and the 
close racing. I didn’t race at anywhere 
near as high a level as Dom did when 
I was younger. He was very focused 
on his career in motorsport and he 
did very well.”

TheydojointlyownarareClassic
Formula3Euroracing101,butit
hasprovedatroublesomeproject
andeachof themhasonlyraced
itonceortwiceinthelastthree
seasonsasongoingengineissues
havehamperedprogress.If the
projectwassorteditwouldoffer
thechancetotakeondadSimon.

Aftertheirtwinsuccessesthis
season,thoughtsareturningto2019.
“Ithasbeenanamazingseasonwith
13winsandeightsecondplaces,”says
Cameron.“IledtheFormulaJuniors
atGoodwoodbutlostoutintheend.
Iwouldliketodriveothercarsand
helpsortthemforowners.There
arealotof veryquickdriversand
preparersinhistoricracing.

“I’mworkingonplansfor2019and
it is difficult to get as good racing 
every time you go out as there is in 
Formula Ford. I’m a bit addicted to 
that! I love driving the Junior and 
will definitely do some of that. If  
I was to do Formula Ford again I’d 
want a challenge, maybe taking on 
and developing a different car. I 
absolutely love the Lola but I like 
that there are so many chassis that 
can win and I like the idea of  a 
challenge with a new project.”

With two young children and 
another on the way, Dominik’s 
time for racing is restricted. “In an 
ideal world I’ll do more sports and 
GT racing with racing at Le Mans 
as the obvious target. We have lots 
of  conversations when either of  us 
is racing. For everyone else in the 
family it’s pretty boring,” he laughs.

Will they ever get to race against 
each other? “We’ve always been 
competitive with each other,” says 
Cameron. “We’ve never raced 
against each other, which is probably 
for the best. It could end badly! But 
we’ve had fun in rental karts.”

Dominik adds: “We’ve not yet 
raced against each other yet but 
I quite fancy having a go at some 
historic stuff: it’s a really nice 
paddock. I don’t think there’s a 
lot in it between us, but it would 
be interesting to see!” 

Cameron Jackson enjoyed racing his Lola T200 in Formula Ford

Ex-single-seater man Dominik Jackson has tackled Radicals in ’18

Cameron Jackson (l) and brother Dominik

Cameron Jackson has
sampled Formula Junior
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KNOCKHILL RETURNS TO
BTRDA RALLYCROSS ROSTER
Clubmen competition set to
finish north of the border

By Hal Ridge

Rallycross is set to return to 
Scotland next year, with Knockhill 
pencilled in to hold its first 
rallycross event in five seasons.

The Fife circuit will host the eighth 
and final round of  the BTRDA Clubmans 
Rallycross Championship in 2019 in an 
agreement that will also include running 
the 2020 finale at the British Touring Car 
Championship venue.

Rallycross hasn’t been held in Scotland 
since British RX last ran at the track in 
2014, while the Clubmans series hasn’t 
travelled North of  the border since 2011. 

“We are delighted to be hosting 
rallycross again at Knockhill,” said 
Stuart Gray, director of  events and 
marketing. “It will be five years since 
we last hosted rallycross and we know 
the track will be exciting for the drivers 
and the Scottish fans, who will love to 
see its return after so long.”

The Clubmans series will be held over 
eight rounds in 2019, starting at Blyton 
Park on March 24, in a clash with the 
opening round of  the British Rallycross 
Championship at Silverstone. 

Then, the BTRDA Clubmans series 
will head to Pembrey for a double-header 
weekend on May 18/19. Blyton will host 
round four on June 30, before a second 
double-header in South Wales at 
Pembrey (August 10/11).

A return to Lydden Hill for the second 

time in two years is planned on 
September 28, with the season 
concluding at Knockhill on October 20. 
A rallycross test day will be held at 
the Scottish circuit on October 19. 

For the first time since the BTRDA 
Clubmans series was rejuvenated at 
the end of  2013, Croft Circuit doesn’t 
appear on the calendar, series bosses 
citing a lack of  available dates at the 
North Yorkshire venue as the reason 
for its absence.

The 2018 MSA British
Sporting Trial champion Ian
Wright won the final round
on Sunday at the Gloster
Trial, having not won
since September.

A fabulous climb during
the afternoon as conditions
rapidly deteriorated, gaining
seven points on second
placed Roland Uglow
helped him to glory.

Having returned to his live-
axle Sherpa, Josh Veale led
at lunch but, three hills from
the end, broke something
in the drivetrain and dropped
to eighth.

Boyd Webster completed
the podium just ahead of
autumn form man John Fack,
Stuart Beare and Julian Fack
who all tied.

Arthur Carroll just pipped
Veale to finish top live-axle,
with Andy Wilks and Jerome
Fack completing the top 10
tied on 68. Pat Henson
had a great day to win the
intermediate independent
class from Martin Grimwood.

Richard Sharp returned
from a broken arm, having
had the cast off in the week to
finish midfield, while Darren
Underwood won the Rookie
class and Phil Haines won 
the clubman class.

Duncan Stephens
Results
Gloster Sporting Trial
Organiser: 750MC Western Centre Where: 
Stroud, Gloucester When: December 2 
Starters: 32
1 Ian Wright (Sherpa Indy, 36 marks; 
2 Roland Uglow (Crossle, 42 marks); 
3 Boyd Webster (Crossle); 4 John Fack 
(MSR); 5 Stuart Beare (Sherpa Indy); 
6 Julian Fack (Crossle); 7 Arthur Carroll 
(Sherpa); 8 Josh Veale (Sherpa); 
9 Andy Wilks (Crossle); 10 Jerome 
Fack (MSR).

Knockhill last ran 
rallycross in 2014

SPORTING SCENE

Solberg urges World RX bosses for electric decision 
Ovenden looks to step 
up to Supercar assault

Kenneth Hansen targets a return to the World Rallycross Championship with his own two-car operation
Fourteen-timeEuropeanRallycross
championKennethHansenisworking
onareturntotheWorldRXasateam
ownerin2019.

TheSwederanhisownrallycross
concernuntiltheendof 2017,whenthe
TeamPeugeotHansensquad,inwhich
PeugeothadsupportedHansen’sefforts
since2014,waschangedintoafull
factoryteam.

Hansencontinuedtoworkforthe
factoryoutfitasteammanager,but
followingPeugeot’swithdrawalfrom

theseries,heis aiming to reform his own
team. “It didn’t take so many minutes
[after discovering that Peugeot
wouldn’t continue] before you start
to reconsider what is possible now,”
Hansen told MN. “Of course rallycross
is our passion and
the thing we are best at. We have even
been to China to try make it work.”

The Hansen family had already
been working on plans for a satellite
rallycross programme with their own
team before the Peugeot decision. That

has now been escalated into trying for a
World RX effort with wife Susann and
sons Timmy and Kevin all involved.

Hansen Sr added: “We have been in
the top of rallycross for many years
and to only focus on a national
championship or European
championship is not so motivating. We
target to go in the world championship.
Of course with the shortage of time
before next year it’s definitely not
easy, but we are trying at least.”

Hansen says that if budget can be

secured, the most efficient way to
operate in top-level rallycross is as a
two-car team. “The best way would
be to run two. That’s most efficient
and it’s not too big – it’s quite
controllable to do it and you can
do it in a quite clever way to do
it cost-efficiently, but also
performance-efficient.”

Like World RX colleague Sebastien
Loeb, Hansen isintalkswithPeugeot
Sportaboutrunningex-works208
Supercarsintheseriesnextyear.

Two-time Supernational rallycross 
champion Tristan Ovenden is eyeing 
a move to the headline Supercar class 
in the future, but thinks it likely that 
he will defend his crowns in the two-
wheel-drive Supernational category 
next year as well. 

The Canterbury driver told Motorsport 
News: “At the moment we’ll be doing 
Supernational again next year, but 
it’s a long winter and we’ll try and 
come up with something else to 
move on.” 

Ovenden won a pair of  single-make 
Swift Sport titles before moving to 
Supernational with a Renault Clio 
V6 last year. 

“I’ve really enjoyed developing myself  
and the Clio. It’s been a great journey 
and I think we’ve made really good 
progresswithit,”hesaid.“Supercar
isthedream,that’sultimately
thenextstepthatI’dreallyliketo
haveagoat,soIhopethatoneday
we willbethere.”

Petter Solberg has warned that his 
PSRX team could lose its Volkswagen 
support if  the electric future of  the 
World Rallycross Championship isn’t 
confirmed in the coming weeks. 

Volkswagen had planned to sign up for 
the electric switch for 2020, before it was 
forced to be postponed until 2021. While 
the German marque isstillkeentobe
part of  the concept, fo
recent withdrawal, V
would need to be join
two other manufactu
the transition to be co
for 2021.

The deadline for ma
sign up is March 29 ne
but Solberg says his t
clear idea about the fu
advance of  that date i
it istomaintain
Volkswagenbacking
forthenexttwoyears

“Ithinktherehasto

be a very clarified plan that we have to 
go electric, just to put down the foot and 
this is how we’re going,” Solberg 
told Motorsport News. “Time is going, it 
just has to happen pretty soon with the 
commitment and I think that’s the only 
thing that can happen for the future. 
It has to happen. It’s very clear.” 

Hecontinued:“Itshould be clear before 
ne], that’s for sure. 
ned before the 
r then it will be a 
For next year, 
have to happen 
tric, that is the key 

and for the future.” 
cly made noises 
t in the series, 
understands a 
and is in talks 

apossibleentry.

Hansens will look for 2019 berths

Volkswagen has been a supporter of the electrification of  World RX
ter Solberg 
oncerned

SS ROUND-UP

CALENDAR
2018 BTRDA Clubmans 
Rallycross
NO DATE CIRCUIT
1 March 24 Blyton Park
2 May 18 Pembrey
3 May 19 Pembrey
4 June 30 Blyton Park
5 August 10 Pembrey
6 August 11 Pembrey
7 Sept 28 Lydden Hill
8 Oct 20 Knockhill
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

        GOT AN OPINION? LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK

WE NEED YOU!
GET INVOLVED WITH MN

WRITE TO US 
Motorsport News
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond,
TW9 1AG 

FACEBOOK
Search for 
‘Motorsport News’

TWITTER
Updates: 
@MNmotorsport

DIGITAL
ISSUE 
See motorsport
-news.co.uk

EMAIL
letters@
motorsport-
news.co.uk

HAVE YOUR SAY

MN SAYS...

YOUR PICS LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

Take a punt onTom, it’s no Gamble

Wales Rally GB fanzone, by James Lomax

Jack Goff, from 
John Henderson

Britcar Into the Night atmosphere from Brands Hatch recently, taken by Gary Hill

Drama from Abu Dhabi’s last ever GP3 series race, captured by Dean Chilvers

Chris West, photo by Richard Salisbury

Ben Forrester, 14, caught this Escort slide

Callum Grant, aged 14, took this shot of a classic Lancia Stratos at Cadwell ParkRich Cranston’s shot of a Mustang GT4

Peter Atkins’s pic tribute to Rockingham

David Harbey’s shot from Prescott hill

Huge congratulations must go to Tom Gamble, who was crowned as the 30th McLaren Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the Year at the 
Autosport Awards ceremony in London on Sunday night.

For him, it was another step forward in his rapid career progress. Jumping from the Ginetta Junior Championship into BRDC British F3 was a risk: it was 
almost like learning to run before you can walk, but he took the transition in his stride. He was up against some vastly more experienced opposition in that 
competition and came fifth in the points in 2018. There were others among the final clutch of drivers – which included Jamie Caroline, Max Fewtrell and Kier
Jewiss  – who, on the face of it, have stronger CVs in terms of on-track success. 

But it validates the work put in by the judges as the drivers go through a two-day shoot out at Silverstone. The key for those assessing each driver is not jus
one lap pace – although that is important – but it is about attitude and approach. It seems Gamble has all of these in abundance. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

McLaren Autosport BRDC Award winner shows that taking a risk can pay off

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF THE WEEK!

Dean Chilvers was in the right place at the right time to capture Nico Hulkenberg’s flip
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BOOK REVIEW THE PERFECT CAR

TuneinforFerrariChallenge
Europeactionfromoneof
Italy’smostfamoustracks,
Misano(Thursday,1000-1100hrs,
SkySportsF1).

WithFernandoAlonsoretiring
fromFormula1–for
nowatleast–whatbettertime
torelivethefirstof his32
victorieswithF1ClassicRaces.
Travelbacktothe2003
HungarianGrandPrixwhere
Alonsorompedtoadominant
victoryinhisRenaultand
showedthefirstsignof
thingstocome(Thursday,
2135-2350hrs,SkySportsF1).

Catchthefinalracingactionof
theyearfromtheGinettaGT4
SupercupandBritishFormula
4ChampionshipfromBrands
HatchwithMotorsportUKas
titleswerestillupforgrabs
(Saturday,0830-0930hrs,ITV4).

And finally, watch the season
review of the British
Rallycross Championship.
A year-long battle between
Mark Higgins, Julian Godfrey
and Ollie O’Donovan went until
the final round at Silverstone,
but who would finish on top?
Find out on Monday (1700-
1800hrs, BT Sport 2).Alonso leads from pole and took first win in Hungary, 2003

The Perfect Car RRP £40.00Barnard’s story is told in book

RALLY
SATURDAY

Ambleside, Cumbria
Hippo Motor Group Grizedale 
Stages Rally
Starts 0930hrs Admission free
Web grizedalestages.co.uk

SUNDAY
Knockhill Racing 

Circuit, Fife
Knockhill Stages
Starts 0900hrs
Admission adult £10, children 
under 12 free Web knockhill.com

Details correct at time of press but 
please check before travelling

The case of  legendary designer 
John Barnard is one that 
demonstrates the limitations 
of  statistics. Pure numbers 
of  races and titles won by 
his cars suggest a good career, 
but not necessarily a great one. 

Yet in technical achievements 
Barnard is possibly unparalleled. 
Something made plain in his 
recently released biography, The 
Perfect Car, written by Nick Skeens.

Skeens describes the carbon 
monocoque of  Barnard’s 
McLaren MP4/1 as “the greatest 
innovation in motorsport since 
the engine was moved behind 
the driver”, and it’s hard to 
argue. Barnard also introduced 
into Formula 1 the paddleshift 
gearbox and coke-bottle chassis 
that remain in use by all teams 
three decades on. 

These landmark developments 
are but a few examples of  his 
relentless inventions, which this 
book and its appended list of  his 
milestones make clear. Barnard’s 
perfectionism raised technical 
standards wherever he went.

This is a biography written 
with the subject’s close 
involvement. Yet crucially it 
is no hagiography, as there is 
another side to Barnard, about 
as readily associated with him 
as his innovation: a short and 

volcanic fuse, a brusque manner 
and uncompromising ‘my 
(perfect) way or the highway’ 
stubbornness – encapsulated 
by his ‘Prince of  Darkness’ 
nickname. He also, at points of  
his  career, seemed – justified 
or not – quick to mistrust and 
perceive slights, and was needy 
of  acknowledgement. 

Together they contributed to 
many broken relationships and 
opportunities lost. Some career 
decisions seem oddly, or quickly, 
motivated. He regrets more than 
one of  them and they all go some 
way to explaining the relative 
shortage of  statistical success.

As does Barnard’s appetite for 
step- changes; constant refinery 
did not motivate him. “I found 
tweaking really boring,”he says. 
That restlessness also manifested 
itself  in his moving teams often 
too early as he pursued the next 
ground-up challenge. When 
reminiscing about leaving 
Ferrari in 1989 on the eve of  its 
upturn in form, he says: “I never 
follow it through to the end.”

This, Skeens suggests, is 
“the cost of  progress”. A 
more conciliatory character 
likely would not have forced 
such vast strides. Therein lies 
Barnard’s paradox.

The Perfect Car is immensely 

detailed, searching and 
comprehensive – aided by 
Barnard’s photographic recall 
as well as by no corner cutting 
in Skeens’ research. It covers 
each stage of  Barnard’s life 
and how they relate to each 
other forensically, including 
his childhood years, an early 
career that included a 
successful stint in America, 
when Barnard appeared his 
most content, then F1.

Skeens’ background is not in 
racing but in design, yet you’d 
never know it as he explores 
each subject with authority 
and enthusiasm. In a weighty 
tome – nearly 600 pages – 
Motorsport News only spotted 
three minor factual errors. The 
book contains a vast range of  
contributing voices, including 
from the ‘other side’ of  disputes. 
Contentious issues are dissected 
unflinchingly, including those 
wherein Barnard does not emerge 
flattered. The prose is engaging 
and the necessary technical 
sections rarely feel inaccessible.

Plenty will endear you to 
Barnard. He is open and 
reflective about his own 
shortcomings and mistakes. 

His commitment to family 
is a running theme. He is willing 
to concede when others have 

better solutions. He works 
constructively on the ‘big 
picture’ – noting that it’s 
sloppiness on small things 
that incites his temper. He is 
loyal to close colleagues and 
many talk of  their invaluable 
learning as they worked for him. 

The book also details that 
Barnard had more than his 
fair share of  genuinely 
unpleasant experiences. 
One criticism is related to the 
book’s weight, however – it 
could have benefited from 
greater editing. Some of the 

anecdotes, digressions and 
explanations seem wandering 
and unnecessary, though the 
latter group, MN imagines, 
was included with a non-
motorsport audience in mind. 
Perhaps, too, the addition of  
diagrams and sketches could 
have aided the understanding 
of  technical passages.

Yet these are minor points. 
The Perfect Car is a fitting record 
of  the life and career of  one of  
motorsport’s most complex, 
and most vital, contributors.

Graham Keilloh

NEW SEASON, NEW SPARK FOR

FORMULA E
WORLD RALLYCROSS

2018 REVIEW

HOW KRISTOFFERSSON DOMINATED

MN CIRCUIT RALLY KNOCKHILL 
STAGES ROUND-UP
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Book your advert before 12pm Monday and see it in print first thing Wednesday

Motorsport News Classified 
offers a fantastic opportunity to 
advertise to a uniquely motorsport 
based audience. Advertising with 
us puts your advert right in front 
of a very hands on and involved 
motorsport market. 

Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage: 
25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)
25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)
Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert
£50 (£60 inc vat) 
£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer
25% off when you book for 4 weeks

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please 
call 0203 4058 110 or 
email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon 
(subject to change on Bank Holiday 
weeks)
Payment: Cheques and postal 
orders should be made payable to 
Autosport Media UK Ltd

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street, 
Richmond, 
TW9 1AG

Important
The publishers reserve the right to refuse 
advertisements and do not accept liability for 
clerical or printers errors. 
Terms for approved accounts strictly net within 
30 days. The advertisers name and address 
must accompany all advertisements, whether for 
publication or not. 
Any advertisement received too late for publication 
and any advertisement received too late for 
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be 
inserted in the next available issue. 

If you are a trade advertiser this must be 
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers 
are also reminded that they are responsible for 
complying with legal requirements currently in 
force. 
Six weeks notice prior to issue date required 
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal 
confirmation taken on the phone is binding. 

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed. 
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available 
on request.

Classified
Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

Alloywheelrepairs.com

Chevette

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, 
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA 

01904 703 863

•  Repairs to aluminium and magnesium 

wheels and castings.

•  Wheels chemically stripped, f ne 
bead blasted and powder coated.

•  Wheels inserted and PCD and 

of set altered.

•  Manufacturers of cars and components

to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

•  HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll 

cages and all parts required and all 

parts required to build cars to works

spec.

• 40 years of experience to share.

Large amount of

parts held in stock 

ready for immediate 

despatch View our 

online catalogue at

waynesis@aol.com
www.arnsidemotorsport.co.uk

MITSUBI
Grp N, R4,

B13 / Open Class

Tel 01524 761398

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\www.dunnellengines.com /////////////////
Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

DURATEC
ENGINE
›› 2.0-2.5 Litre

›› 200-340 BHP

ZETEC
ENGINE
›› 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre

›› 188-275 BHP

DURATEC & ZETEC ENGINES
TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR NEW 
PRODUCTS AND 

SERVICES IN 
OUR NEXT ISSUE 

CALL 
0203 

405 8109
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W W W . R E V O L U T I O N W H E E L S . C O M
E INFO@RWIL.ORG.UK / T +44 (0) 1623 860000 / MOB +44 (0) 7702 845264

CR10 ALLU-LITE
FLOW-FORMED
15 x 6.5 to 15 x 8.0
16 x 7.0 to 16 x 8.0
17 x 7.5 to 17 x 9.5

4 SPOKE RACE
13 x 5.5 to 13 x 10.0

18 x 8.0 to 18 x 10.0
19 x 8.5 to 19 x 10.5
18 x 10.0 WEIGHS 10.3 KG
Also available in centre lock

ALWAYS BUY ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT
Historically original equipment with

Used professionally in:

U.K. Concessionaires

View our website to see some of the most amazing
motorsport wall art available anywhere in the world.

www.koolcanvas.com

Tel: 01784 493 555
Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk

FUEL PUMPS

www.glencoeltd.co.uk

Military standard: MIL-STD-461F
Test life cycle: 6,000 hrs

Glencoe Ltd - Facet UK Concessionaire
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If you would like to advertise 
your products or 

services here please email 

Benjamin.kavanagh@
motorsport.com

or call
0203 405 8109

www.freemracewear.co.uk
Call: 01233 740 615
Emai l :  aa ron@freemracewear. co .uk

@racewearfreem racewearfreemracewearfreem

The Winning Choice.
For style, quality and service that is second to none.

Suppliers to leading teams and individuals.

UK based design team can work with you to

create your unique custom design.

Full range of boots, gloves, underwear,

helmets and accessories.

Contact us for further information.

Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk
www.performanceclutch.co.uk

2A BRUNEL CLOSE
DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

CALL FORMORE INFO
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Register at motorsportjobs.com today

Find your dream job
60 years. Today we’re launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can:

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

  Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

RECRUITMENT 
DRIVEN BY 
PASSION

Motorsport Jobs 
- A Motorsport 

Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Style and Substance

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel’ strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

www.brianjames.co.uk

Connected to you»
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Woodford covered trailers

Woodford Trailers Limited   |    14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ   |    Telephone 01327 263384



39Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109 motorsport-news.co.uk DECEMBER 5 2018

WEB DIRECTORY

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXESELECTRONICS

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Kavanagh                     Ben Webster
Classified Advertising                                Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109                                 T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131
E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com                         E: ben.webster@motorsport.com

Authorised stockists for:

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

RACEWEAR

RACE CARSENGINES

RACEWEAR

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERSRACE & RALLY PARTSENGINES

e-mail

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit

northamptonmotorsport.com

t Performance Tuning Specialists

t 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,

1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity

t Life Racing and Omex Engine Management

tWeber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents

Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

RACEWEAR

GEARBOXES

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 0LP

+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes

- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

WHEELS & TYRESRACE & RALLY PARTSGEARBOXES

Winning all over the world since 1973…

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM
Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

Stock and custom made 

FiA Fuel Cells.

Short lead times. 

01527 521050

www.classicworldracing.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com




