
HOW THE ADVOCATE PROGRAM AND COURT 
OPTIONS GOT INVOLVED IN COLLECTING “ILLEGAL 
DONATIONS” FROM THEIR CLIENTS TO FUND THE 

DENISE MOON MEMORIAL FUND
PART V

In September of 2007, Katherine Fernandez-Rundle, in her capacity as 
the State Attorney entered into an agreement with the then Dade 
Community Foundation - now the Miami Foundation - to create a “donor 
advised fund, in the name of Denise Moon, a popular, long-time employee 
at the SAO who had died of breast cancer. (You can read a copy of the 
agreement, which is a rare opportunity to actually see what one of these 
“donor assisted agreements look like, HERE.)

The purpose of the fund was to collect and distribute money for, 

        “charitable purposes including but not limited to the provision
        of assistance and support to victims of crime and their family 
        members and the furtherance of educational, rehabilitative 
        and related efforts regarding crime prevention, advocacy, 
        public safety or justice...”

Like any charitable undertaking, the biggest problem that faces these 
kinds of civic efforts is raising money.  Katherine Fernandez-Rundle didn’t 
have that problem.  Shortly after the Fund was created it started collecting 
money from folks who had to be considered as Friends Of Kathy.

The very first donation came from the brokerage firm Morgan Keegan & 
Company, a company that had a long list of unsavory and/or illegal 
problems with the SEC.
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While donations from deep pocket pals would alway be appreciated, 
Fernandez-Rundle from the beginning had bigger aspirations when it 
came to the kinds of money she hoped to raise for this fund. Her goal was 
to raise serious money, and the way she chose to do that was to turn to 
the two companies for whom she had done so many favors: The 
Advocate Program and Court Option.

In a December 2012 email from George Romagosa, one of the founders 
and the Executive Director of Court Options, he explained to Elena Reyes 
- the State Attorney employee that provided the affidavit that I featured in 
PartsIII and IV of this series - explaining how his company had become 
involved in collecting “donations” from his “clients” for this fund.
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Five months later, a member of Romagosa’s staff sent an email to  
Ramon Crego, who at the time was the Assistant Chief of the D.U.I. and 
misdemeanor crimes division from 2012-2014.



Court Options’ clients had reasons to question why they were being 
asked to “donate” to the Denise Moon Memorial Fund, even though by 
2013, several million dollars had already been collected by both Court 
Options and The Advocate Program and been transferred to the Miami 
Foundation for distribution.  (We will discuss in detail the distribution of all 
of this money, which as of now is almost $5 million dollars in Part VI of 
this series.)

A review of Chapter 938, 939 and 948 which are the Florida Statutes that 
governs all Pretrial Diversion, Court Costs and Probation Community 
Control in Florida, and that authorizes the creation and operation of 
private companies to provide those services, and sets the fees does not 
include any reference of authorization for these companies to collect 
“donations” regardless of how worthy the recipient organization might be. 

A review of the Miami-Dade Clerk of Court’s Fee Schedule page also fails 
to include any mention of  the requirement for “donations” to be collected 
related to any criminal justice matter.

The lack of any statutory authority to collect “donations” did not deter 
Court Options or The Advocate Program from collecting millions of dollars 
for the Denise Moon Memorial Fund, or to collect additional tens or 
hundreds of thousands of “donations” for the Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving Program (M.A.D.D.)

Determining how much money these companies had collected for 
M.A.D.D. was hindered by the claim by the State Attorney’s Office had no 
documentation providing an accounting of the monies collected, even 
though the require
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