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After  last year?s somewhat 
disastrous test schedule, 
change was in order. A 
new  pr incipal meant a 
new  star t, and at the 
beginning of the year , a 
new  test format was put 
into play. As opposed to 
last year?s four  test per  
semester  format, this 
year?s test schedule has 
l imited the tests three per  
semester , w i th four  math 
tests. There are numerous 
pros and cons w ith the 
new  format. For  star ter s, 
the str ess that came along 
w ith four  tests per  

semester  has been 
greatly r educed. 
However , for  some, 
r eason tests sti l l  aren?t 
spread out; Gemara, 

math, and science 
tests are sti l l  put 
in the same week, 
whereas the next 
week w i l l  only 
have one test. 
Although this 
issue is far  more 
scarce than last 
year , i t?s sti l l  there 
and should be 
attended to. Also, although 
str ess is r educed because 
of less tests, there is more 
pressure to succeed on 
individual tests because 
less tests equal greater  
weight on averages. That 

being said, the 
over whelming major i ty of 
students suppor t the 
changes and progress that 
has and w i l l  be made to 

the test schedule. 
Another  change 
that has been 
implemented this 
year  is the new  
?Test Day 
Schedule.? Simi lar  
to Thursday?s 
?Club Schedule,? 
the new ly 
implemented 

schedule ensures that 
ever yone takes the exam 
at the same time, each in 
their  r espective rooms. 
There are many posi tives 
to attr ibute to the new  
schedule, such as 

el iminating dishonesty on 
exams. The only issues 
about the new  schedule 
are that the proctor s may 
not necessar i ly be able to 
answer  questions 
r egarding how  the 
teachers w rote their  tests, 
as well  as r ecent r epor ts of 
teachers misplacing tests. 
Overal l , both the new  test 
schedule and the new  test 
day schedule have been 
extr eme posi tives for  the 
school, and i t appears that 
the ship has gotten 
through the storm and is 
sai l ing smoothly. Sure, 
there are a few  kinks that 
sti l l  need to be worked 
out, but overal l , steps 
for ward are steps in the 
r ight dir ection.

The Test of  the new  
Test Day Schedule
By: Yaak ov Fuchs

EC: How did you 
adjust/transition from your 
position as President 
Trump?s corporate lawyer 
to a role of international 
prominence as special 
envoy to the Middle East? 

JG: As you can imagine, 
over the 20 years that I  
worked at The Trump 
Organization, I  developed a 
close relationship with the 
President. During the 
campaign, the President 
asked David Friedman, 
who is now our U.S. 
Ambassador to Israel, and 
me, to be his top advisors 
for Israel-related matters. 
Following his victory in 
November, I  was honored 
to be asked by President 
Trump to be an Assistant 
to the President and 
Special Representative for 
International Negotiations. 

In deciding whether to take 
on this role, it was 
important for me to decide 
if I  was comfortable being 
separated from my wife 
and six children 
throughout the 
week, and only 
seeing them for 
Shabbat and on 
Sundays. I  also 
had to consider 
the significant 
financial 
sacrifice that 
comes with a 
public service 
position. 
Ultimately, my 
family and I 
decided that I  
could not 
decline the President?s offer 
of working with him, Jared 
Kushner, Ambassador 
Friedman, and others 

towards peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
While I loved my job as an 
Executive Vice President 
and Chief Legal Officer at 
The Trump Organization, I  

feel 
incredibly 
blessed to 
serve in my 
new role at 
the White 
House. Each 
day, I  rely 
heavily on 
the skills I 
developed in 
my former 
career. I  am 
also 
fortunate to 
work with 

many talented individuals 
in the White House, the 
National Security Council, 
the State Department, and 

our embassies and 
consulates abroad. All of 
this helped make my 
transition easier.    

EC: What advice do you 
think Rav Aharon 
Lichtenstein zt??l would 
have given you upon 
accepting this position? 

JG: It is tough for me to 
answer this question 
because Rav Aharon was 
such an incredible leader 
and scholar. Perhaps the 
best way for me to answer 
this question is to share 
with you that when the 
President offered me this 
position, my wife, children, 
and I asked ourselves 
whether this new role 
would be an opportunity, a 
responsibility, or an 

Ex clusive Interv iew  w i th Jason Greenblatt, Special  Representative for 
International  Negotiations for the Uni ted States
By: Ei tan Carrol l

continued on page 6

Page 2

Volume V, Issue I -- November 2017



DRS Star
BROUGHT TO YOU BY PLA ZA  A UTO LEA SE

A recent pol l  taken by the 
Student Monitor , a col lege 
student r esearch ser vice, 
asked students about their  
biggest concerns 
r egarding col lege. 
Sixty-three percent of 
students l isted ?cost of 
education? as their  chief 
concern. Student Monitor  
also found that 
approximately two-thir ds 
of the sur veyed students 
agreed w ith the statement 
that ?the cost of col lege is 
too expensive?.  But has 
the cost of a col lege 
education r eal ly increased 
since our  parents were in 
col lege? 

According to a r epor t from 

the Brookings Insti tute, 
col lege tui tion is 
affordable for  a large 
percentage of students. 
By merely looking at the 

?sticker  pr ice?, or  the 
adver tised pr ice of tui tion, 
i t seems that col lege pr ices 
have skyrocketed 
over  the past two 
decades. However , 
the average amount 
that students are 
paying for  tui tion 
hasn?t increased 
drastical ly. An analysis by 
the Wall Str eet Journal 
r evealed that both pr ivate 
and public schools uti l ize 
money from students who 
pay ful l  pr ice to subsidize 
the cost for  students w ith 
f inancial aid. In fact, 
r ecent data from the 
National Association of 
College and Univer si ty 
Business Off icer s shows 

that half  of col lege 
students r eceives ei ther  
academic scholar ships or  
f inancial aid.

Although f inancial aid and 
academic scholar ships 
have helped many 
students r eal ize their  

col lege dreams, 
tui tion has sti l l  
increased 
tr emendously. Over  
the past twenty 
years, the average 
tui tion and fees at 

pr ivate univer si ties have 
jumped 157 percent. 
Out-of-state tui tion and 
fees at public univer si ties 
have r isen 194 percent. 
In-state tui tion and fees at 
public univer si ties have 
grow n the most, 
increasing 237 percent. In 
order  to combat this tr end, 
Governor  Andrew  Cuomo 

began the Excelsior  
Scholar ship program.  
This program, enacted in 
Apr i l  2017, grants 
tui tion-fr ee col lege to al l  
New  York state 
univer si ties. However , this 
scholar ship is only 
avai lable those who come 
from famil ies making less 
than $125,000 annually. 
More than 940,000 
famil ies quali fy for  fr ee 
tui tion at SUNY and CUNY 
under  the new  program. 
Governor  Cuomo said ?By 
providing tui tion-fr ee 
col lege to thousands of 
middle class New  Yorkers, 
we are r estor ing the 
promise of the Amer ican 
Dream for  the next 
generation and forging a 
bold path for ward of 
access and oppor tuni ty for  
the r est of the nation to 
fol low.?

Col lege Tui t ion at 
an A l l  Time High
By: A lex  Herman

Over  the past few  months, 
a wave of ter ror   has been 
leaving Amer ica on edge. 
Many neo-nazi  and white 
supremacist r al l ies have 
been taking place across 
Amer ica leaving people 
fr ightened and unsure of 
what's to come.

The most notable of these 
ral l ies took place in 
Char leston dur ing the 
month of August. The ci ty 
was consumed by violence 
on Saturday as white 
nationalists from over  35 
di f ferent states led by 
Richard Spencer , one of 
the pr imar y leaders of the 
white supremacist 
community, and 

counter -protester s clashed 
in one of the bloodiest 

f ights in r ecent memor y 
over  the r emoval of 
Confederate statues across 
the South. Spencer  had 
long planned and spoke of 

a demonstration in 
r esponse to the ci ty?s 
decision to r emove a 
statue of Rober t E. The 
ral ly,  however ,  escalated 
into a ser ies of r acial 
taunting, shoving and 

braw ling, causing the 
governor  to declare a state 
of emergency.

Those skirmishes mostly 
r esulted in small cuts and 

bruises.. Yet after  the r al ly 
at a park was scattered, a 
car  bear ing an Ohio 
l icense plate accelerated 
into a crowd near  the 
ci ty?s dow ntow n mall, 
ki l l ing a 32-year -old 
Afr ican-Amer ican woman 
and injur ing 19 others..

President Trump 
commented on the 
episode,  stating how  
ter r ible i t was and how  we 
as a nation must uni te. 
The President however  
fai led to speci f ical ly 
condemn the acts of 
neo-nazis and white 
supremacists. I  bel ieve 
this was a huge mistake on 
Trump's par t. I t was such 
a simple thing to do, to 
condemn the groups of 
people who caused one of 

A  Wave of  Terror: Neo-Nazis 
and Whi te National ists Strik e
By: Ei tan K astner
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I t is a 
ter r i fying 
movie 
based on 

the Stephen King novel. The hor ror  
f i lm fol lows a group of young teens 
in Der r y, Maine, who face their  
worst nightmare -- a shape-shi f ting 
evi l  that emerges from the depths of 
Der r y?s sewer  ever y 27 years, to 
prey on the tow n's chi ldren. They 
must come together  over  the course 
of one hor r i fying summer , battl ing 
both their  ow n personal fear s and 
the murderous clow n know n as 
Pennyw ise, often r efer red to as ?It.? 
I t was a hi t almost immediately 
upon i ts r elease, col lecting over  300 
mi l l ion dollar s in i ts f i r st month at 
the box off ice.  Only a few  weeks 

after  r elease, i t was confi rmed there 
w i l l  be a sequel. This wasn't a shock, 
though, since the movie ends w ith 
Pennyw ise laughing and a screen 
that says ?par t one? ? The second 
par t w i l l  be picking the stor y up 30 
years later , fol low ing f lashbacks to 
the boys? chi ldhoods. I t looks l ike 
the main cast of par t one w i l l  be 
back for  more. They w i l l  l ikely cast 
older  actor s who look l ike 
middle-aged ver sions of the kids in 

I t. There is not much information on 
par t 2, but i t is know n that one of 
the members of the group stayed 
around in Der r y to wait for  
Pennyw ise?s return. That way he 
can warn the r est of the group to 
come back, and f ight Pennyw ise 
once again. This was actually the 
or iginal stor yl ine of the novel. I t 
ended up being over  1,000 pages, 
however , and was cut in half  to save 
on costs. The scr ipt for  the sequel is 
cur rently in the w r i ting stage, after  
which i t w i l l  be sent into 
production. At that point they w i l l  
cast the adult actor s for  the f i lm. I t: 
Par t 2 is scheduled to come out 
September  6, 2019. I t w i l l  be a 
whi le.

The year  was 1991. The 
Soviet Union had just 
fal len. East Ber l in and East 
Germany were gone, and 
communist r egimes once 
suppor ted by the Soviets 
were heading towards 
col lapse. Many presumed 
that one of the f i r st to fal l  
would be the Republic of 
Nor th Korea. With i ts 
isolationist mental i ty and 
a modern army suppor ted 
by the US next door  in 
South Korea , a r ehashing 
of the Korean war  that 
ended in a stalemate in 
1953 seemed imminent. 
Kim Jong IL had other  
ideas. Through abandon 
technology left by the 
Soviets, Kim Jong IL 
secretly star ted developing 
the Nor th Korean nuclear  
program. Intel l igence 
gathered in 1993 led the 
US to suspect that the Kim 
administr ation was 
pursuing nuclear  power. 

President Clinton 
negotiated w ith 
them to stop, and in 
October  1994, Nor th 
Korea agreed to stop 

i ts nuclear  program in 
exchange for  power  
plants. Al l  was well , 
people thought, unti l  
August 1998, when 
Nor th Korea launched 
a Taepodong-1 
(bal l istic missi le) over  
Japan. The US did not 
know  how  to handle 
the si tuation at this 
point. Over  the next 20 
years Nor th Korea 
would continue to 
develop i ts nuclear  
program each year  
testing more and more 
developed missi les and 
posing more and more 
danger  to the western 
wor ld. 

Now  i t seems as i f  
President Trump and Kim 
Jong Un (or  ?Rocket man? 
as Trump calls him) have 
ramped up this confl ict. 
Trump has said ?If?.?.?.?
for ced to defend i tself  or  

i ts al l ies, we w i l l  have no 
choice but to total ly 
destroy Nor th Korea.? One 
Nor th Korean off icial has 
gone as far  as to say that 
President Trump's words 
were a declaration of war. 
No President has yet to 
f igure out the cor rect way 

to handle the si tuation, 
but ever yone agrees a 
ful l-on war  would be 
disastrous for  al l .  Both 
sides now  possess enough 
nuclear  power  to destroy 
the wor ld. The best 
options for  the US seem to 
be ei ther  to work w ith the 
United Nations and China 
to isolate Nor th Korea 
through tr ade sanctions 

(something which has 
alr eady happened to some 
extent) or  to somehow  
stage a coup, taking Kim 
Jong Un out of off ice and 
letting the South Korean 
Mi l i tar y r eunite the 
countr y. South Korea does 
not off icial ly acknow ledge 

that Nor th Korea 
exists and 
considers i t to be 
their  land. 
Additionally, one 
who escaped Nor th 
Korea and heads to 
South Korea (a 
ver y r are 
occur rence) is 
automatical ly 
granted ful l  South 
Korean ci tizenship.  

A coup attempt in Nor th 
Korea would be 
par ticular ly di f f icult as the 
Nor th Korean people are 
str ikingly loyal to their  
leader. I f  one escapes 
Nor th Korea, his whole 
fami ly is rounded up and 
sent to a labor  camp. That 
punishment extends to 

The North K orean 
Problem
By: Jeremy K of fsk y

I t and i ts Sequel
By: Jacob A ppel

continued on page 6

Page 4

Volume V, Issue I -- November 2017



DRS Star
BROUGHT TO YOU BY PLA ZA  A UTO LEA SE

Recently, the United States 
has been grappling w ith  
many di lemmas concerning 
many di f ferent facets of 
society. As President, 
Donald Trump is looked to 
guide and address the 
people about these issues. 
Whi le the major i ty of 
people think that spor ts 
shouldn?t be a concern of 
pol i ticians, President 
Trump recently stepped 
into the fr ay w ith his 
opinions about the 
symbolism of national 
anthem, escalating the 
actions of a few  players into 
a national debate. 

San Francisco 49ers 
quar terback r ecently Colin 
Kaepernick chose not to 
stand dur ing the pregame 
playing of the national 
anthem as an act of protest 
against r acism and police 
brutal i ty in Amer ica. This 
wasn?t ver y popular  w ith 
the NFL and i t?s fanbase, 
and i t led to many debates 
over  whether  protesting 
patr iotic r i tuals is a 
tactical ly or  str ategical ly 
sound course of action. 
Several other  NFL players 
joined Kaepernick in the 
protest as well , but for  
what appears to be 
business r easons NFL 
ow ners have quietly 
blackl isted Kaepernick. The 
ow ners did not come out 
and say they are 
blackl isting him, but the 
goal was to r id of the 
controversy and get back to 
the lucrative business of 
football . 

Never  one to shy away from 
controversy, the President 
stated exactly what he 
thinks about kneeling 

dur ing the anthem. Just as 
the Kaepernick controversy 
was fading away the 
President  brought i t r ight 
back to focus. At  a r ecent 
Alabama ral ly to suppor t 
the campaign of Sen. 
Luther  Str ange, Trump?s 
speech went on an 
extended tangent about pro 
football . ?You know  what's 
hur ting the game?? Trump 
rhetor ical ly asked-  ?When 
people l ike yourselves turn 
on television, and you see 
those people taking the 
knee when they are playing 

our  great national anthem.? 

Commentator s quickly 
noted that the way 
President Trump 
di f ferentiated between 
?people l ike yourselves? at 
a mostly white r al ly and 
?those people? protesting 
on the f ield was qui te 
obviously a r acial fr aming 
of the si tuation. On top of 
that President Trump also 
advised fans to boycott the 
NFL and speculated, 
?Wouldn't you love to see 
one of these NFL ow ners, 
when somebody 
disrespects our  f lag, to say, 
Get that son of a ----- off  the 
f ield r ight now. Out. He's 

f i r ed. He's f i r ed!? 

This comment brought tons 
of backlash,  and the ver y 
fact that Trump as 
President even brought i t 
up made i t more of a 
pol i tical issue than i t ever  
should have been. 
President Trump also got 
into confl ict w i th NBA 
player  Steph Cur r y on a 
more personal level 
concerning the same issue 
of protesting the anthem. 
This confl ict led to Trump 
publicly tweeting out a 
w ithdrawal of his invi tation 
to the White House for  the 
Golden State War r ior s. 
LeBron James also got 

involved tweeting; ?U bum 
@StephenCur r y30 alr eady 
said he ain't going! So 
therefore ain't no invi te. 
Going to White House was a 
great honor  unti l  you 
showed up!?, which got 
r etweeted over  600,000 
times. Fighting w ith Cur r y 
proved immediately 
disastrous and prompted 
anti -Trump statements 
from a r ange of athletes, 
fr anchise ow ners, and 
spor ts fans. I t also led to a 
much larger  wave of 
protests dur ing Sunday?s 
football  games, protests 
that, given the context 
looked more clear ly l ike 

anti -Trump gestures than 
anything else.

In r esponse to President 
Trump?s comments,  player  
r esponses have escalated-  
many NFL players are 
ei ther  kneeling or  locking 
arms dur ing the singing of 
the anthem. "What you just 
saw  was a var iety of 
r esponses w ith the theme 
of uni ty," an NFL front 
off ice source told CNN 
refer r ing to how  the 
players r esponded to the 
anthem. "All  across the 
league, ow ners, coaches 
and players came together  
to decide what was best for  
them." 

President Trump, after  
pushing  national anthem 
protests to an 
unprecedentedly high level 
through his r acist 
comments, is now  
returning to his posi tion as 
the defender  of neutral 
patr iotic symbols. He 
tweeted several times 
saying that the Amer ican 
f lag must be r espected, and 
that the NFL should 
insti tute a r ule where any 
player  who won?t stand for  
the anthem should be 
suspended. He added that 
this isn?t even a r ace issue, 
r ather  an issue of 
r especting the countr y and 
national anthem. Trump 
also tweeted that he 
approved of players locking 
arms, saying i t r epresented 
"great sol idar i ty" for  the 
countr y. On the issue of 
r especting the anthem, 
public opinion seems to be 
on Trump's side, saying 
that players should be 
standing for  the anthem. At 
the same time, a poll  
conducted by CNBC a few  

Donald Trump and the NFL: Ex plained
By: A aron Nassi r
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three generations of the 
man?s descendants. 
Weekly meetings are held 
in Nor th Korea where 
ci tizens must say 
something their  neighbors 
did to harm the state or  a 
petty violation of the r ules 
to prove their  loyalty. I f  
they cannot think of 
anything, they are 
punished. 

President 
Trump does 
not seem to be 
using the r ight 
language in 

approaching this si tuation. 
He enjoys using big 
mi l i tar y power  as a 
hallmark of his speech, 
but taking dow n Nor th 
Korea w i l l  r equir e 
something much more 
subtle, l ike a secret 
assassination plot. 
Trump?s ?strong talk? may 
help in that  the Nor th 

Koreans believe that a ful l  
out war  is coming. We can 
only hope Trump is not 
planning one. A total war  
w ith Nor th Korea would 
not r esult in the 
destr uction of the US but i t 
can cer tainly r esult in the 
destr uction of Seoul or  
Tokyo and both the 
Japanese and South 
Koreans are counting on 
the US to prevent that..One 
could only hope that this 
si tuation is r esolved 
quickly w ith the least 

amount of bloodshed 
possible. One could only 
hope that the evi l  Nor th 
Korean regime which has 
r uled over  a suffer ing 
people for  over  f i f ty years 
can f inal ly be toppled. 

One could only hope that 
that Koreans, from the 
Nor th and South al ike, w i l l  
f inal ly be able to join 
hands and uni te in a fr ee 
democratic countr y of 
their  ow n.

obligation. We became 
certain that taking this job 
was an obligation, and I 
believe that Rav Aharon 
would have stood behind 
this decision.

EC: Are there any personal 
conflicts you are 
experiencing in this role as 
an Orthodox Jew trying to 
broker peace deals with 
Arab leaders in the Middle 
East? 

JG: Prior to starting my 
new role, I  was a bit 
worried that my religion 
would keep me from being 
perceived as someone 
suitable for the role. It is 
nearly impossible to bring 
two groups together, and 
negotiate a successful deal, 

if one group believes that 
you are biased against 
them. In fact, the Arab 
and Muslim leaders, 

diplomats and negotiators 
that I  engage with are very 
respectful of me being an 
observant Jew. For 
example, they graciously 
provide me with food that 
meets my kosher dietary 
restrictions and 
understand that I  observe 
Shabbat. However, I  was 
caught off guard when an 
attack about my religious 
observance came from 
some in the Jewish 
community who chose to 
criticize my decision not to 
wear my kippah at work. 
Regardless of how the 
press portrays my actions, 
both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians have 
embraced the United 
States? efforts to lead the 

quest for peace, and my 
religious observance is a 
non-issue when it comes to 
those efforts. 

EC: What?s the most 
interesting souvenir you 
have brought home for 
your kids these past few 
months? 

JG: Although I work in 
Washington, and do quite a 
lot of traveling around the 
Middle East, I  make it a 
priority to have my family 
feel like they are with me 
on my journey. I  try to 
bring my family stories and 
souvenirs that make them 
feel like they were right 
there with me on the trips. 
My wife and children enjoy 
hearing about the meetings 
and events that I  attend, 
the personalized 
invitations I receive, the 
menus I bring home from 

state dinners, and the 
signed memorabilia that I  
receive. While I can?t share 
with my family many of the 
details of the meetings and 
conversations that I  have, 
just hearing about who I 
meet and the general topics 
that we discuss make them 
feel like they were there. It 
is a unique way to bring us 
all together when we spend 
so much time apart. 

Jason Greenblatt is an 
American lawyer. He was 
the executive vice president 
and chief legal officer to 
Donald Trump and The 
Trump Organization, and 
his advisor on Israel. In 
January 2017, he was 
appointed as the United 
States Special 
Representative for 
International Negotiations 
by President Donald 
Trump.

The Nor t h Korean Problem
continued from page 4

Jason Greenblat t  
continued from page 2

weeks ago that sur veyed 
about 600 Amer icans 
shows 61 percent of 
r espondents saying 

players should not be 
f i r ed i f  they do protest. 

Overal l  no one really 
wanted Trump to mix 
poli tics into spor ts- both 

fel low  poli ticians and 
spor ts fans didn?t 
appreciate i t. Spor ts are 
looked at as a break from 

poli tics and Trump?s 
comments took that away, 
pol i ticizing what should 
now  be poli ticized and 
creating a si tuation where 
coaches are expected to 
r espond to presidential 
tweets. Hopeful ly these 
polar izing issues w i l l  be 

r econci led and the  nation 
w i l l  come together  soon, 
and President Trump w i l l  
turn his  focus on issues 
facing the United States 
that are more impor tant 
and demanding of his 
attention. 

Donald Trum p and 
t he NFL
continued from page 5

Page 6

Volume V, Issue I -- November 2017



DRS Star
BROUGHT TO YOU BY PLA ZA  A UTO LEA SE

?That?s money!? shouts 
Ethan as he steps back and 
takes the shot. He swears 
under  his breath when i t

bounces off  the r im. ?Hey- 
Language!? shouts his 
coach from dow n the 
cour t. ?Sor r y,? he 
mumbles back.

I?m off my ? 
WHEEEEEEEEE ? the 
sound of Coach?s whistle 
inter r upted his thought. 
?That?s al l  for  today.

Be sure to get a good 
night?s sleep for  the game 
tomor row.?

Leaving the gym, Ethan 
spots his fr iend Aaron 
walking back to his car. 
Ethan?s house was on the 
block

before Aaron?s, so he 
didn?t feel bad always 

asking for  a l i f t.

?Hey Aaron can I get a 
r ide home??

?Yea, no problem. By the 
way, what was the histor y 
homework??

?I didn?t know  we had.?

?Well we do. I?l l  ask Joe 
and we?ll  do i t tomor row  
at lunch.?

Within a minute of coming 
home, Ethan was alr eady 
in the shower. He let the 
hot water  hi t his body, his 
mind ful l  of thoughts you 
only have in the shower. 
There must be a more 
eff icient way to wash 
dishes. I  usually end up 
washing my dishes by 
hand as using the 
dishwasher  is too much 
work. What i f  you made a 
machine that has a slot 
where you put in dishes, 
and they are sprayed by 
water  and soap as they go 
along a conveyor  belt. Like 

a car  wash. I  should patent 
that.

Ethan forgot al l  about his 
idea as he sank into a deep 
sleep.

BEEP BEEP BEEP. 7:38 AM. 
Oh shoot. Ethan scur r ied 
out of bed and got dressed. 
Aaron?s famil iar  si lver  
audi was idl ing outside. 
?Dr ive on the fast side, 
Aaron. One more late, and 

I get a detention.? It takes 
a couple minutes to f ind 
parking, but they make i t 
in time for  morning 
prayers.

Ethan opens up a prayer  
book. But he is not praying 
to Hashem; he is praying 
to Allah. Ethan is Muslim.

Hear ing about the 
countless jihadist ter ror ist 
attacks across the globe, 
there is a natural feel ing 
of anger  that ar ises 
towards these ter ror ists, 
and more broadly, 
Muslims. We tend to lump 
together  kids l ike Ethan 
w ith the suicide bombers 
of ISIS. Such urges should 
be r ejected. Us Muslims 
and Jews are more simi lar  
than you?d think. Our  
society is divided enough 
as i t is. The least we can 
do is keep an open mind 
towards our  Muslim 
brothers, although they 
may not always seem l ike 
brothers.

Ethan
By: Tzv i  Heimow i tz

the bloodiest civi l  clashes 
in r ecent histor y. 
However ; for  whatever  
r easons only know n to 
President Trump, he didn't 
do so and instead ci ted 
"both sides" were to blame 
for  the event. He should 
have speci f ical ly 
acknow ledged that  the 
white nationalists were to 
blame for  the incursion.

More r ecently, Spencer  
and dozens of suppor ter s 
came back to Char leston 
on Saturday. The white 
nationalists have dubbed 
this r al ly a model for  
protests across the nation. 

The ral ly on Saturday 
featur ing white 
supremacist leader  
Richard Spencer   was the 
thir d r al ly  prompted by 
the Virginia ci ty's plans to 
r emove a statue of 
Confederate Gen. Rober t 
E. Lee from i ts 
Emancipation Park. White 
nationalists consider  
Confederate leaders 
heroes and want their  
statues to r emain on 
display;  
counter -protester s see 
those leaders as symbols 
of r acism and hate and 
therefore want their  
statues r emoved to 
symbolize the fr eedom of 
al l  people. The 
approximately 50 

protester s  came to 
Char lottesvi l le singing 
Dixie, l istening to f ier y 
speeches, holding tor ches, 
and chanting slogans such 
as 'the South w i l l   r ise 
again'. There was no 
violence recorded, and the 
protester s left 
Char lottesvi l le 
immediately via buses.

These public 
demonstrations are  only 
the beginning. White 
supremacists w ish to 
fulf i l l  Trump?s  promise 
that 'Amer ica w i l l  be 
fr eed' have been 
emboldened by his  r ise to 
power , never theless 
believing that the 
President?s ascendancy  is 
only a good star t. They 

sti l l  don't bel ieve a man 
who 'sold his daughter  to a 
Jew ' is f i t to be president.

We as Jews need to stand 
up and condemn groups of 
people that stand for  hate, 
r acism, and inci te violence 
, who promote the 
dangerous ideology of a 
single pure r ace. These  
same ideas led to the 
deaths of over  6 mi l l ion of 
our  people. People l ike 
Richard Spencer  who 
speak up against Jews and 
other  minor i ties should 
not be tolerated  and we 
need to do ever ything in 
our  power  to make racism, 
pur i ty of r ace, and other  
Nazi  ideas a thing of the 
past.

A Wave of  Ter ror :
continued from page 3
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Senator  Kaminsky unvei ls 
legislation to prevent 
anonymous poli tical ads 
on Facebook. The 
legislation would r equir e 
al l  pol i tical ads to contain 
the names of the groups or  
individuals that are 
paying for  them. The 
Senator  said his bi l l  would 
discourage false and 
misleading ads whi le 
giving voter s more 
information on those 
tr ying to inf luence their  
votes. The bi l l  comes in 
l ight of Facebook turning 
over  3,000 ads purchased 
by Russian sources to 
three di f ferent 
congressional committees 
investigating Russian 
inf luence in the 2016 
election.

Over  180 House 
Democrats sign letter  
urging Trump to r e-cer ti fy 

Ir an nuclear  deal. The 
group, led by Reps. 
Deutch (D-FL) and Pr ice 
(D-NC), sent the letter  to 
President Trump ahead 

of the Oct.15 deadline in 
which Ir an's compliance 
to the deal must be 
r ecer ti f ied. The letter  
claims that subver ting the 

deal would cause Ir an to 
attain nuclear  weapons 
and "i f  President Trump 
decer ti f ied Ir anian 
compliance w ithout clear  
evidence of Ir anian 
violations, i t w i l l  
jeopardize this uni ted 
front against Ir an." 

Kathleen Rice was among 
the signator ies despite her  
opposi tion to the deal in 
2015.

Long Island joins bid to 
host Amazon?s new  $5 
bi l l ion headquar ter s. 
Nassau County Executive 
Ed Mangano proposed 

bui lding the new  
headquar ter s in Belmont 
Park, which the New  York 
Islanders have also been 
eyeing. ?This w i l l  be a 
game changer  in creating 
a new  economy for  Long 
Island. We believe 
Belmont should be a 

candidate and i t?s time to 
think big,? Mangano said. 
The headquar ter s would 
br ing 50,000 six-f igure 
jobs to Long Island. 
Roughly 50 ci ties across 
the U.S. and Canada have 
tossed their  hats in the 
r ing w ith Denver , Boston, 
and Washington D.C. 
among the top contenders 
according to a New  York 
Times analysis.

Laura Cur ran w ins 
Democratic Pr imar y for  
Nassau County Executive. 
County Legislator  Cur ran 
faced off  against fel low  
Democrat and County 
Comptrol ler , George 
Maragos, beating him 79 
to 21% w ith just an 8% 
turnout. Cur ran w i l l  take 
on Republican nominee 
Jack Mar tins in the 
general election on 
November  7.

Super visor  Santino 

Pol i t ical  Roundup
By: M oshe Carrol l

I f  you ask most people 
what the most popular  
spor t in Amer ica is, you 
get a var iety of answers: 
football , basketball , 
hockey, and even 
baseball . But, only a 
ver y small minor i ty 
would r espond that 
tennis is the most 
popular. Yet, dur ing the 
2017 US Open, the total 
attendance was 691,143 
spread out over  
twenty-four  sessions for  

an average of 
near ly 30,000 fans 
per  session. This is 
higher  than the 
average attendance 
of more than half  

of the MLB stadiums.  
On Opening Day alone, 
there were 61,839 fans 
on the grounds. 
Moreover , the 
admiration for  the spor t 
by the fans attending is 
qui te fantastic. 

     The US Open and i ts 
grounds are an amazing 
venue. Tennis fans, 
si tting next to the cour t, 
are awed by the game. 
The pr izes for  the US 

Open are exorbi tant, 
w i th a pur se of about 
$50.4 mi l l ion. This 
pur se is demonstrative 
of how  popular  this 
event is w ith sponsors 
and fans. The US Open 
has the highest pur se 
out of any of the four  
Grand Slams, namely 
the Austral ian Open in 
Januar y, the French 
Open at the end of May, 
and Wimbledon in July. 

Tennis, general ly, also 
has some of the highest 
paid athletes. Roger  
Federer   accumulated 
64 mi l l ion dollar s 
between June 2016 and 

June 2017, which would 
put him behind only 
Lebron James for  
earnings w ith 
endorsements this year. 
Fur ther  demonstrating 
the popular i ty of the US 
Open was the number  
of social media 
interactions, w ith 92 
mi l l ion video views and 
18 mi l l ion interactions 
between Instagram, 
Facebook, Tw itter , and 
Youtube. 

         As for  athletic 
per formance, 
Amer icans stood their  

Tennis?s Rising in 
Populari ty
By: Harry Radinsk y

continued on page 9
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As another  enter taining 
season of Major  League 
Baseball  comes to an end, 
ten of the thir ty teams 
have the pr ivi lege of 
extending their  season in 
hope of r eaching the 
ultimate goal, the Wor ld 
Ser ies. The MLB playoffs 
consist of four  rounds: The 
one game w i ld card 
round, the best of 5 
Divisional Ser ies, the best 
of 7 Amer ican/National 
League Championship 
Ser ies, and the f inal 
round, the best of 7 
Wor ld Ser ies. The w i ld 
card game is a one game 
playoff between the two 
teams w ith the best 
r ecord in each 
conference that didn?t 
w in their  division, w ith 
the better  team getting 
home f ield advantage. 
This format is r elatively 
new. Unti l  2012, only one 
non-division w inner  from 
each conference would 
w in the w i ld card, so there 
was no one game playoff. 
The MLB implemented 
this new  system for  a 
number  of r easons, but 
there are a few  
disadvantages to i t as well .

There are var ious posi tive 
aspects of the new  playoff 

format. Pr ior  to this 
system, i t didn?t matter  so 
much for  a team that 
would f inish in the w i ld 
card spot to tr y and w in 
the division, since both 
teams would be playing in 
the Divisional Ser ies 
anyway. Now , w ith two 
w i ld card teams, there is 

much more incentive to 
w in the division to avoid 
playing in this do-or -die 
game. This makes baseball  
more exci ting in 
September , and adds a lot 
more competi tion to each 
division. Not only is there 
more competi tion, but 
additional teams now  
have realistic chances of 
making i t into the 
postseason. Since there 
were only four  teams out 
of the f i f teen in each 

conference making the 
playoffs, adding a f i f th 
team to each conference 
makes a big di f ference. 
Another  great r esult of the 
new  format is the 
exci tement level for  the 
fans. There is so much 
interest in these games, 
even from fans whose 
teams aren?t in the game. 
It is more or  less a ?game 
7? of any other  playoff 
ser ies, and teams go al l  
out and tr y to do whatever  

they can to make sure 
their  season extends.

Despite al l  the exci tement 
and competi tion that 
r esults from the w i ld card 
game, there is one 
tr emendous issue. The 
season is 162 games, so 
how  can i t be fair  that 
these two teams? seasons 
are decided by just one 
game? Joe Girardi , the 
Yankees manager , isn?t a 
fan of the system- for  this 
ver y r eason. Before the 

Yankees played in their  
w i ld card game, he said, ?I 
know , i t 's for  the 
exci tement and the 
drama. But to play 162 
games, you should get 
more than one game. 
That's my personal 
opinion.? Home f ield 
advantage hasn?t been 
much of a factor  yet, as 
seven out of the twelve 
w i ld card games thus far  
have been won by the 
road team. In some cases, 

the better  team is even 
at a disadvantage in this 
game. This is simply 
because of how  much 
this game depends on 
your  ace. One team 
might be the better , 
more balanced team 
than the other , but i f  the 
other  team has the 
better  star ting pi tcher , 
that can make the 
di f ference. Five of the 
w i ld card games have 
been shutouts by the 

road team (the w i ld card 
team w ith the worse 
r ecord enter ing the game), 
proving just how  much 
pi tching can determine 
the outcome of the game. 
Unti l  now , the two team 
w i ld card system has been 
ver y exci ting, and teams 
that weren?t able to make 
the playoffs beforehand 
now  have a better  shot. 
We?ll see how  i t continues 
to play out in the coming 
years. 

Winner Tak es A l l - The M LB Wi ld 
Card Game
By: Gavriel  A haron

deliver s State of the Tow n 
address. The Super visor  
discussed topics such as 
parks, the new  9/11 
memor ial in Point 

Lookout, cost-saving 
purchase agreements 
such as LED str eet 
l ighting, and community 
ini tiatives. Santino also 

touted his w ide r ange of 
accomplishments dur ing 
his past 20 months in 
off ice which include a 3% 

spending cut in 2017 over  
the 2016 budget, three 
consecutive bond 
upgrades, and a $23 
mi l l ion defici t that he 
turned into a $5 mi l l ion 
surplus. ?I am proud of 
the accomplishments we 
made together  in 20 shor t 

months,? Super visor  
Santino said. He also 
added that he plans to 
make additional cuts in 
Tow n spending over  the 
upcoming year.

Polit ical Roundup
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To get  not i f i cat i ons about  DRS 
and The DRS Star , 

fol l ow  us on Tw i t ter  and 
Instagr am : @DRSStar

To v iew  our  ar ch ives, sponsor  an i ssue, 
or  contact  the edi tor s, v i si t  our  websi te: 

dr sstar .weebly.com  
or  scan the QR code on the r i ght

ground in the 
tournament, w i th an 
All-Amer ican women?s 
semif inals and a total of 
85 Amer ican men and 
women who competed 
in both the main and 
quali fying draws. The 
US Open overal l  is qui te 
a popular  event, and is 
a favor i te w ith New  
York spor ts fans.

The Laver  Cup is also a 
great tennis 
tournament, which 
takes place about two 
weeks after  the 
completion of the US 
Open. Although i t is 
only three days, from a 
Fr iday to a Sunday, i t 
hosts many of the top 
tiered tennis players in 
the wor ld. This is a 
brand new  tournament 
that was established 

this year.

       The 
Laver  Cup 

is qui te di f ferent than a 
typical tennis 
tournament, w i th draws 

and brackets, since 
players were divided 
into two teams. Simi lar  
to golf ?s Ryder  Cup, the 
players were separated 
by where they l ived, 
and so i t was Europe 

ver sus the r est of the 
wor ld. Team Europe 
was a huge favor i te 
going into the 
tournament, since they 
combined for  thir ty-six 

Grand Slam Titles whi le 
Team Wor ld had only 
one ti tle. With the help 
of star s Roger  Federer  
and Rafael Nadal, Team 
Europe prevai led and 
won by a score of 15 to 

9. Each member  of the 
w inning team took 
home $250,000. Based 
on attendance and 
popular i ty, the Laver  
Cup was a huge success 
for  the tennis wor ld.

    Both the US Open and 
the Laver  Cup are 
among the biggest 
tennis events in 
September. They are 
thousands of mi les 
apar t, one in Flushing, 
New  York, and the other  
in Prague, Czech 
Republic, which 
demonstrates tennis? 
global popular i ty and 
create signi f icant 
interest for  tennis 
throughout the wor ld. 
These are two events 
that show  spor ts fans 
that the wor ld of tennis 
is fantastic and perhaps 
even super ior  to the 
more tr adi tional spor ts.

Tennis?s Rising in Popular it y
continued from page 8
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