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Germanthirmiconsidersialcomebackito sportscar:.top flight

EYES A RETURNTO LE MANS

By MattJames

Porscheis evaluating a return to
top-flight sportscar competition
under the new LMDh regulations
that will be introduced into the
2021-2022 World Endurance
Championship, which would
include an assault on Le Mans.

The German firm, which holds the
record for the most outright victories at
Le Mans with 19, has undertaken an
initial investigation into the new rules
and is waiting until sportscar racing
governors, the Automobile Club de
I’Ouest,and American body IMSA, have
set out the format of the new category.
The revamped regulations would allow
cars to compete in both the WEC and in
IMSA’s North American championship.

Those rules are due immanently
and Porsche will then make a decision
abouta comeback to the headline

CHOPARD . category in sportscarracing.

Porsche’s motorsport boss Pascal
Zurlinden revealed that orders had come
from the board to assess the project.

He said: “There’s important stuff to
work out, but they are still working on
it, and we really hope that the

Porsche hasrevealedit - - — __ - = - - regulations will come in the next days

isexploring WEC return - so we can do a concept study.”
Fullstory page 4
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Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std. each £72.10 EBb6.52
\ Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, R52000 each E175.00 £2710.00
ATLAS AXLE PARTS, = : ; . ' e Full listing of all MEk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

BLACKLINE

Atlas plate style diff, historic . with ‘Boreham’ iwood brakes kits from
mnds:g:ﬂ tooth side gears £455.80 £594.96 1—"299,5 ] £359.41
SPARES
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00
Motorsport plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wavy plate each £16.30 £79.56 RA s
Atraf g;wa 3.4,3.7,4.6, 5.1 £251.80 £302.16 ESCORT B KING PARTS x-gt;l; zf;r gﬁ’;}f
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 R52000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper £468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 137235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch £189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 E35.40 cap assembly
Axle end stubs, R/H & L/H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 £51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Axle locking rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, lever E57.50 £69.00 Silicone hose kit, Mexico or RS2000
Locking ring adjustment lool £25.50 £30.60 Blackline “swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line £29.74 E35.69 {available blue, black or red)

Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 E35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6xT13 £69.00 E£82.80

£62.34 £74.81

x13 E76.00 E£91.20

ax13 £87.50 £105.00

x15 £99.00 £118.80
Fully floating hub assembly without shafts air £218.60 £262.32 from
Fully ﬂoanhg axle kit, inc. rrz) F/F Hub assemblies . Classic Ford “h.-ﬂ.; 80
plus (2) “4340° halfshaits, 18 tooth £69.00 £8=. T
{choice of length) £328.60 £394.38
Flange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Studs cach5.90  £7.08 ' : WCP Inforupfer BV
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £16.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair E8.12 E9.75 £29.00 £ 34.80
Bearing. top qualit each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-2200bs pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340’ halishaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-2201bs pair £13.80 £40.56
820mm “4340” halfshaft, 18 tooth cach £82.50 £99.00 1.9” & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 WCP interupter fuel pump £29.00 £34.80
All Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel ':,':.‘:ru“: ME'-?”" a;:: 2'25.»‘2 257 g;;g g;g ::‘Eﬁ f::;:iff)f i-:gf;,ﬁ::ﬂp - gg?g gggg
and have induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. i ity g ek 4 EEPas E8T13 Mool piu ki stadoss < o Raina
4340 is about twice as strong as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally ek i o it - P kite. alh o ¢
manufactured from). It has a high degree of ductility to absorb shock loadings of Gaz, adjustable (3-way) front shocks each £299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00  £8.40
abrupt acceleration, taking some load off the differential and CWP. However, it has G-‘{.- adjustable rate rear shocks each . E£65.00 E78.00 Aerﬂc?ll'n:‘h : from £31.00 E37.20
a very high yield Jfrenflh to sustain high torque loads without failure. 4340 is the Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio E179.50 ET143.40 Avanti map light from E19.50 £23.40
ideal haltshaft material, RH 2:4 ratio £139.50 £167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite E29.60 £35.52

H 2:4 ratio E149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft, B1 fire rating £6.00 £7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest” type discs pair £159.00 £190.80
FBL 002 disc bells pair £51.00 £61.20 % " g 3
Halfshaft flange, not F/E suit std. axle each £59.50 £71.40 . . i Calrmrpﬁrﬁéééﬂgag:ﬁﬁ
' M16 cafipers to fil ven
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, : H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ralio £204.50 £245.40 pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio E184.50 E£225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio E274.50 £257.40 £70.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OFEM style steering rack mounts pair E£16.80 E20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 - pair £39.00 £46,80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std. halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - roller bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 £47.40 Roller bearin plastic dust covers pair £9.50 ET1.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) E32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race lype top mounts pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3,54, 3.7, 3.9, 4.1, 44, 4.7, 49,51, 53 £231.50 E277.80
Spﬂﬁ side sg:earfng, top quality £19.90 E£23.88
CYouh washer. £5.90 £7.08 4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
gm"‘:‘;: ;mh‘:_}*;;"“""ﬂ Efg-gg i:;-gg full installation kit, FIA hmna&u”g.rmm EX 037.13
! i ; it
Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit, Y RSP EINey
inc. (2) “4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's “Pattern’ style pair  £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace rin £39.90 £47.68 TCA's “OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £E76.20 Escort Laminated & Heafted Screens
Special 10mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 £1719.40 ;CA bush mmrm?;: bl:lﬂr E14.90 £17.88
SPARES 'win cam anli-roll bar E59.50 E71.40 ; £ . D
Semi-floating hub assembly tless bearing) each £144.40 £173.28 Anti-dive kit £31.00 £37.20 Eamr: ﬂ:;r? ;m": ::amtmig o !‘{nc..:. mﬂﬁﬁf iﬁ:L-i? Eﬁﬁ
Bearing ‘4340 £48.90 £59.76  World cup X-member £106.50 £127.80 scor ront laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 "
: ; st o o e . i Escort Mk1 Front heated laminated screen (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00  World cup mounts P £28.30 B34.20  poort Mk2 Front heated laminated (inc. rubber) £198.60 £238.32
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axle £59.50 £71.40  RS2000 track rod ends each ETIQSD £1260 0 LT T g '
Fange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/] coupling ET9.80 E23.76 Esm Mk1 i ﬂ!;b Y £33 &25.99
Brake disc, 265 x 10 vach £34.50 £41.40 4-link kit E119.50 £143.40 scorl ;‘-‘" SCreeh fabel £21.92 £28.70
Heavy duty 4-link kit E185.00 E222.00 Escort Mk2 front screen rubber £29.08 E34.90
Group 4 round turret kit kit £65.00 £78.00 Escort Mk2 rear screen rubber £29.08 £34.90
HELICAL LSDs, BLACKLINE Mk1 sorine shackles o sel £17.00 £20.40 Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
. : _ A2 $rJn§ 5 el e i 14” or 17 rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
English axle, Caterham, 22 spline £324.00 £388.80 OFM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
Atlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80 Group 4 spec. front RS struts each E128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Parts
Ford FWD - Fscori, Fiesta, Focus, KA, Fscort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Qrion, Puma (BC/1B5 trans) £399.00 £478.80 RS steering arms pair £69.50 £83.40 Bonnet bump stop pair £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 7; Caterham £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair E79.50 £95.40 Bonnet m'mmp stop, set of 4 £10.90 £13.08
Focus ST170, Mini Cooper *S* Quick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Mazda MXS5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £7199.50 E239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet E7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Taper leafﬁin 1461b rate each £49.50 £59.40 Hﬂndhf!ke backplate dust boots pair E7.10 £8.52
Ally tube strut brace, round tube £44.90 £53.88 Spedo cable bulkhead grommet £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing type gearlever £318.50 £46.20 Work style 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 Throttle pedal pad £5.20 £6.24
S-speed bearim;ﬁ fype gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair £12.90 £1548 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 £9.60
5-speed quickshift conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wel sump £137.00 £164.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 ally “Pro’ gearknob £14.90 E17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair ET6.50 E£19.80 Rear bumper side plugs, set of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 E£15.00 Body jacking kit car sel E£119.50 £143.40 Oil line bulkhead grommet £5.10 £6.12
Propshait, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 E107.40 Ford Aub nut socket, 3/4"D, 65mm £13.90 E16.68 Brake servo rod bellows E5.20 £6.24

IS  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT I
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Porsche has afamous legacy at the pinnacle of sportscar racing, and it could be back

hereis somethingirresistible about the words
Porsche and Le Mans in the same sentence. Maybe
thatis just my age but when you grew up onadiet
of Porsche 956 and 962s pounding around La Sarthe,
itis hard not to fall in love with them.

Porsche’'s mostrecentforay into the classic twice-
round-the-clock race wasin 2017, which marked its third triumph
inarow. Ilthad been sparked by Nico Hulkenberg, Earl Bamber
and Nick Tandy’s victory in 2015. Tandy on the top step wasanother
highlightfor UK fans.

And now thefirmiseyeingareturnto the World Endurance
Championship and, as a bi-product, that means Le Mans.Itisonly
inthe early stages of its plans at the moment, butall of us here at
Motorsport News have our fingers crossed that it reaches fruition.

Elsewherein thisissue, Alan Gow answers questions from
Motorsport News readers. The British Touring Car Championship's
chief executive doesn't shirkin hisanswers either. He tackles all
subjects from the likelihood of returning to aracing calendar
this season to the prospects of anall-electric future for the BTCC.
Thereisalso somerevealing information aboutthefuture ofa
computer game to enhance the profile of the category.

Along the same computer-based lines, Deputy Editor Graham
Keilloh and the Motorsport News editorial team have been quizzing
competitors on their use of simulators. We speak to a host of drivers
fromall disciplines who tell us their tricks of the trade and also catch
up with the very busy boss of Base Performance, Darren Turner.

Luke Barry reflects on a highlight of the rallying season, which
used to be the Rally of Scotland. Alithough the event only ran for
afew years onstages which have now beenidle, they have been
broughtbackinto sharp focus by DiRT Rally 2.0. That allows
gamersto relive sections on what some competitors have
called the bestrallyinthe world.

Thereis plenty to enjoyin this week's Motorsport
News and just waitfor next week when we grill the
2003 World Rally champion Petter Solberg. If you have
questions for him, follow MN at @MNmotorsport
on twitter or find us on facebook. Search for
‘motorsportnews'.

Matt James
Matt.james@kelsey.co.uk
@MattJMNews
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ALAN GOW ON THE BTCC'S FUTURE

Touring car boss tackles the MN readers’ questions

We investigate the world of
racing and rally simulators

THE GBS
BEST
RALLY?

Rally of Scotland
remembered

News: Racing and rallying
Column: Martin O’'Connell
Feature: Steve Hill
Feature: Alan Gow Q&A
Feature: Simulators
Feature: Rally of Scotland
TV/readers photos
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BRITISH TOURING
CAR GAME MOOTED

Negotiations are underway to
reintroduce a British Touring
Car Championship-themed
game to the console market,
series chiefexecutive Alan
Gow hasrevealed.

The category had its own stand-
alone game, TOCA Touring
Cars, which was first introduced
in 1997. That was followed by
TOCA?2 ayear later before the
series of games branched out into
other categories as well as the
BTCC. The initial BTCC-only
games were top of the gaming
charts at the time of their release.

Three-time champion and
factory Honda driver Matt
Neal suggested on social media
recently that anew computer
game was in the offing and, while
plans are afoot to recreate a
BTCC-themed game, the final
details have yet to be signed off.

Alan Gow told internet-based
radio show Tin Top Tuesday:
“We are getting ever closer
towards it happening, but that
isnot to say the deal’s done.

But we are a lot closer now than
we have been for the last 20
years. Matt’s enthusiasm might
have got the better of him on
that one. I certainly haven’t
done any contracts yet.

“There are some very positive
talks going on with the gaming
development companies and
hopefully that will turn into a
proper BTCC game. It will be
very cool butlet’s keep itin
check at the moment. What is
going on in the world around us
has slowed things down a bit, but
we are working towards it.”
Forafull exclusive interview
with Alan Gow, see pages 12-15.

/ -t
TOCA game was a big hit

By Graham Keilloh

Porsche has confirmed it

is evaluating a return to
top-class endurance racing
in the World Endurance
Championship and

North America’s IMSA
championship, via the new
LMDh prototype category.

LMDh machinery, which is
to be based on the principles of
IMSA’s LMP2-based Daytona
Prototype international category
and will allow the same
machinery to compete both at
WEC’s and at IMSA’s sharp
end, will be permitted in WEC
from the 2021/22 season and
in IMSA from the start 0of 2022.
Le Mans is a central plinth of
the WEC season.

Porsche withdrew from
WEC’s LMP1 category atthe
end of2017 and hasn’t competed
on IMSA’s sportscar pinnacle
since the LMP2 RS Spyder
projectin2005to ‘10. And

New rules appeal to G

oy
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POFSCG'S last foray at Le Mans resulted in a hat-trick of wins, whichbeganin 2015

Porsche’s motorsport boss
Pascal Zurlinden has confirmed
that he has been tasked with
carrying out a study on the

new LMDh platform.

“Porsche is looking into it,
we have no decision if we will
go or not. Our board member Mr
Steiner [Michael, R&D boss]
asked us to do a study to see what
ispossible,” Zurlinden said.
“Theregulations are not out, but
['think itisjustdelayed by a few
days as ACO [Automobile Club
de I’Ouest] and IMSA also went
into home office [working].

“So there’s important stuff
to sort out, but they are still
working on it, and we really
hope that the regulations will
come in the next days so we
cando a concept study.”

More details of the LMDh
regulations were due to be
unveiled around the time
oflastmonth’s scheduled
‘SuperSebring”’ IMSA/WEC
double-header event. However

the coronavirus pandemic, and
the resultant postponement of
key meetings, has meant a delay.
Porsche’s last LMP1
programme, the 919 Hybrid,
took three straight World
Endurance Championship
manufacturers titles from
2015-2017.Italso helped Timo
Bernhard, Mark Webber and
Brendon Hartley to capture
the drivers’crownin2015. Marc
Lieb, Neel Jani and Romain
Dumas lifted the drivers’ title in
2016 for Porsche. Its last drivers’
accolade was taken by Bernhard,
Hartley and Earl Bamber before
the German firm withdrew as it
was affected by the emissions
scandal which hit parent group
Volkswagen. It said at the time
that it wanted to concentrate on
its Formula E programme,
which kicked off this year with
Jani and Andre Lotterer at the
wheel. It scored a podium on its
debutin FE in Saudi Arabia, but
the team has struggled since.

Advertising enquiries: 01233 228753

PORSCGHE EXPLORING WEG
RETURN WITH LMDh RULES

erman operation as it eyes comeback

The 919 Hybrid went through a number of iterations

MOST WINS AT LE MANS BY MANUFACTURER
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FORMULA 1 RULE CHANGES ON HOLD AMID CURRENT CORONAVIRUS UNCERTAINTY

Formula 1 teams are
considering areduction in
spending on engines for 2021
as squads aim to ride out the

impending financial difficulty

the cancellation of the start of
the season will cause.

F1’s bosses are considering
imposing a halt on power unit
developments from the

beginning of next term. There is

abudget cap of $175 million
due to come into force at the
beginning of the 2021 year,
butthere are moves to reduce
this by $25 million.

Also, the implementation of
wide-ranging rule changes,
which were due to come into
effectin 2021, will now be
puton hold.

The alterations centred

around a dramatic change
in aerodynamic regulations,
which were designed to make
cars able to run closer together
and assist overtaking.
Astatementread: “Following
unanimous agreement between
the FIA, Formula 1 and all
teams, the implementation of
the technical regulations due to
take effect from the 2021 season

will be postponed until 2022.
“All parties further discussed
the current situation of the 2020
championship and how the
sportwill react to the ongoing
challenges caused by the Covid-
19 pandemic. Due to the
currently volatile financial
situation this has created, it has
been agreed that teams will use
their 2020 chassis for 2021.”

New-spec Formua 1 cars have been put on hold

Speedworks will conduct the initial hybrid BTCC test work

SPEEDWORKS LANDS DEAL TO DEVELOP NEW COSWORTH HYBRID BTCC SYSTEMS

British Touring Car
Championship team Speedworks
Motorsport has been selected as
the official testing partner for the
new hybrid systems which are
due to be introduced into the
seriesin 2022.

The factory-backed Toyota
squad will conduct the initial
mileage with the new system,
which is due tokick off at
Snetterton in July this season.

Hybrid technical partners
Cosworth Electronics say the
plans are on schedule despite
the current lockdown.

The system will use a 60-volt
power boost button which s
available to drivers fora set period
oftime after the first lap of each
race and can be used to either
defend or attack. The extra
power will be deployed through
amodified Xtrac gearbox. The

exact details of how the system
will be used will be refined
through the testing programme.
Speedworks boss Christian
Dick said: “Tohave been
selected for this by Cosworthisa
great testament to the engineering
expertise that we have here at
Speedworks. Itis a very tough
time for everyone and the global
pandemic will undoubtedly
throw us some curveballs and

change the way we execute this
project, butultimately it’s great
news that there is still progress
being made behind the scenes.”
The move means Speedworks
Motorsport will build a fully new
race car to adopt the system—a car
which could thenbe used in the
championship, depending on the
length ofthe development
process. Nodriver has yetbeen
named to conduct the mileage.
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PORSCHE SUPERGUP VIRTUAL SERIES

Le Mans winners among host of stars facing Supercup regulars in esports contest

By GrahamKeilloh

Le Mans winners Andre Lotterer
and Nick Tandy are among the
famous names joining Porsche
Supercup regulars in its newly-
unveiled esports competition, the
Porsche Supercup Virtual Edition.
Drivers and teams currently competing
inthereal-life Formula 1-supporting
Supercup championship are to compete
in four double-header race events for
virtual Porsche 911 GT3 Cup machines,

s ~ The 2014 battle
p—

and are joined by selected participants to
create a maximum grid of40.

Those special guests, in addition to
Tandy and current Porsche Formula E
pilot Lotterer, include ex-IndyCar driver
Simona de Silvestro, 2016 Supercup
champion Sven Muller, Thomas
Preining, Richard Lietz, Laurens
Vanthoor, Matteo Cairoli, Christian
Engelhart and Fabienne Wohlwend.

All guests are to have a link with
Porsche, its sponsors or the Supercup.
“We can put ex-Supercup drivers, also

= o e A
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VIRTUAL BTB M}EIIAY PROVES A HIT

The British Touring Car Championship
social media channels featured record-
breaking numbers during its first virtual
race day which took place on the same
weekend that the Donington Park
rounds should have taken place.

With track activity outlawed until
July amid the coronavirus pandemic,
the series’ media team devised an idea
to ask the public to vote for their three
favourite Donington Park races over
the course of the last 10 years.

Those events were then streamed live
by ITV on its website over the course of
Sunday afternoon on March 29.

The races selected for the initial
weekend were the third race from
Donington in 2014, race two from 2018

and the finale in 2012. Feeback has
shown that there were 1.7 million
impressions on social media reported
over the period of the initial event, and
itwill be repeated on the scheduled
dates for at least the next four meetings
ofthe season.

The next virtual raceday will be this
weekend, where the venue in question
will be the Brands Hatch Indy circuit.

BTCC chiefexecutive Alan Gow told
internet radio show Tin Top Tuesday:
“The social media impressions are bigger
than those we had for Donington last year,
when we actually had arace meeting. [ do
getthe fact thateveryone is closed in and
they have nothing to do, butit was an
enormously successful experiment.”

previous champions like Sven Muller,
bring them back into the Supercup and
let them compete [against] their
successors, these guys can compete
against their heroes,” said Porsche
Supercup boss Oliver Schwab, who
also will be running the virtual edition.
“We’re all very excited because in a way
it’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
“Luckily for us, both of our current
Porsche Juniors, Jaxon Evans and
Ayhancan Guven, they are also fastin the
e-racing world.” Anine-hour test day ata

virtual Barcelona circuit was held on
March 29, Evans topping the times, and
the opening double-header race round
took place at the same venue last
Saturday, Larry ten Voorde and Guven
sharing the wins. There will be rounds at
Silverstone and Spa with the series
concluding at Monza on May 16, all
streamed live on YouTube and Twitch.

The new series, like the category’s
existing Esports Supercup aimed at
professional sim racers, uses the
iRacing software platform.

British F3 champion Lundquist seeks IndyCGars with US switch

British Formula 3 champion Linus
Lundqvistis seeking to follow in the
footsteps of fellow Swedish IndyCar
stars Felix Rosenqvist and Marcus
Ericsson after moving Stateside to
Formula Regional Americas.

Lundqvistbagged his F3 crown in 2018,
an effort which helped him win that year’s
Sunoco Whelen Challenge and receive a
drivein2019’s Daytona 24 Hours. Last
year he also took part in the Euroformula
Open and finished fifth in the standings
with two podium finishes and a pole.

The 21-year-old is now switching to
F3-spec machinery in the United States in
the championship previously known as F3
Americas, racing for the Global Racing
Group team that finished firstand second
in the championship last year. The 2020
title winner will receive 22021 drive in
IndyCar’s direct feeder series Indy Lights,
and Lundqvist has the crown in his sights.

“We have taken our time to carefully
explore all of my career options,
I’mthrilled with where that’s taken
us,” Lundqvist said.

“Americanracing isreally coming
along, not least in Sweden thanks to our
two IndyCar drivers, and the progression
path system is what every driver loves:

it’s in your own hands if you win it.

“I'will have plenty to learn with a
new car, new continent and new tracks,
but I’'m confident I’ve got the overall
background to get quickly up to speed.
Although I know it won’t be easy, my
clear target is to battle it out up front and
ultimately win the championship.”

The 2020 championship season is
currently scheduled to start at Circuit
ofthe Americas in June.
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Reynard becomes 750MC’s
Honorary Vice President
Chassis legend Adrian Reynard has
been named 750 Motor Club’s
honorary vice president. Reynard
has alongassociation with 750MC,
initially asa studentracer while at
Oxford Polytechnicand he still races
his self-developed Radical SR3in

the club’s Bikesports Championship.
“The 750 Motor Club provided a
greatguide andinspiration when
Ifirstjoinedinthe early '70sand
Iremember gleaningas much
informationas|could aboutthe
challenges thatlay ahead of me.

And they were big challengesfor
a20-year-old!,” Reynard said.

Jeac Constable back for
Radical title charge

Jac Constableis aiming for this
year's Radical Challenge title after
confirming hisreturn to the category
with the Hart GT team for 2020.
Constable and Hart GT switched from
the Ginetta GT4 Supercup to Radicals
last season, and Constable won five
racesandtookaclose thirdinthe
standings. “Knowing the car much
better now, we should be offtoa
flying startand be able keep that
momentum goingall season to be
well within reach of the title fight,”
Constable said. “I've raced with

Nick [Hartl since graduating from
kartsandyou couldn’'tfind a better
teamifyoutried.”

Champion Golding returns
to Ginetta G40 Cup

The 2018 Ginetta G40 Cup champion
Tom Golding will return to the British
GT-supporting championship this
season with category-debutant team
CTS Motorsport. Goldingwon the '17
Ginetta Racing Drivers Club title in his
maiden car-racing campaign and last
year he contested three Ginetta GT5
Challenge rounds. He'll be joined at
CTS by ex-Caterham racerand 2015
Porsche 924 champion Adam Croft.
“It's fantastic to have Tomand
Adamonboard,” said team boss
Mark Ashman. “Tom knows the
Ginetta well; he has won two
championship titles to prove that.”

SRO Esports GT charity
contest concludes

The SRO Esports Charity Challenge
online contest hasreached its
conclusion, with Arthur Kammererin
aMercedes-AMG GT3 edging out Mike
Nobel’'s Lamborghini Huracan to win
adramatic hour-long grand final
atavirtualMonza. SRO Esports GT
Series, Kunos Simulazioniand Ak
Informatica joined forces for the
event which raised money for the
Covid Solidarity Response Fund.
More than 80drivers, fromreal-world
and sim competition, took part using
the Assetto Corsa Competizione
software package. Lamborghini
factory driver Dennis Lind finished
eighth overall to be thetop
real-world competitor.

Ginettachampion
King is optimistic

Title-hunting King's Porsche test pace with Team Parker Racing ‘surpasses expectations’

Reigning Ginetta GT4 Supercup
champion Harry King has admitted
surprise at his immediate Porsche
Carrera Cup GB competitiveness during
lastmonth’s official test at Silverstone.

Porsche Junior King is to make his bow
in the Carrera Cup this season with Team
Parker Racing, and he drove the 911 GT3
Cup machine alongside his rivals for the
first time at the mid-March test day. “We
were quick out the box and maintained
really strong and consistent form

throughout the day, not dropping below
third position all day and posted the
fastest times in session three and five,”
King told Motorsport News. “It
certainly surpassed my expectations.
“My aims for the season will be to
contend for the title, but knowing I've
gottwo years as a Porsche Junior I don’t
haveto prove everything in year 1. But of
course, it’ll be an achievement to become
the first Junior to win [titles] back to
back. I’ve settled into Team Parker

Racingreally well; having spent five
years with the previous team I raced with
it was strange to be the ‘new kid’ again.
I'was immediately impressed with the
outfitand the team’s professionalism.”

Kingalso outlined what he’s doing to
prepare for the season amid the ongoing
coronavirus delay. “Being the Junior
I'have access to the Human Performance
Centre at Silverstone to help prepare
physically for the season.In the evenings
I’1l jump on the sim for a bit of fun.”
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NI'shopesare
now on hold

Royalapproval: g
Princess Anne

WRC visitedin
2007 and 2009

NORTHERN IRELAND'S WRC HOPES
QUASHED AS FUNDING DISMISSED
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Rally GB move off the agenda as government pulls up the shutters amid financial questions

By Jason Craig

Tourism Northern Ireland
has thrown out a funding
request thatwould have
paved the way for the country
to host the UK round of the
World Rally Championship
as early as nextyear.

Initsresponse, which
Motorsport News has seen, the
non-departmental body of the
Department for the Economy
said the closed-roads counter
“would not represent best value
formoney”, adding: “This
decision was not taken lightly
and was based upon arigorous
assessment of the return on
investment which the event
could expecttodeliverin

comparison to other activity
thatthe board believes it will
have to undertake in the wake
ofthe [coronavirus] crisis
facing the Northern Ireland
tourism industry.”

Investment: “peanuts”
Those working on the bid suggest
itwould cost as little as £2 million
of public funding torelocate
Rally GB from its current base
in Deeside, Wales to Belfast next
year—a sum North Antrim MP
Ian Paisley says is “peanuts”.
Asthehead of Northern
Ireland’s Motorsport Taskforce,
and an avid backer of both two-
and four-wheel competition,
Paisley believes the decision
needstobereviewedasa

matter ofurgency. He has since
penned aletter to the Economy
Minister, Diane Dodds MLA,
asking for her intervention.
“There is definitely a
misunderstanding around the
World Rally Championship
and its global reach,” he told
MN. “The World Rally
Championship is the blue
shirt, blue collar equivalent
of Formula 1. Itis motorsport
racing for the working man
and the potential benefits
are enormous.”

A timely boost

Northern Ireland will celebrate
its centenary in 2021 and, in light
of the country’s on-going fight
against the coronavirus pandemic

thathas decimated the economy,
Paisley feels the WRC would
be the perfect kickstart.

“This is an event that would
help all of Northern Ireland,
north, south, east and west,”
he said. “Unlike [last July’s]
Open Championship in
Portrush, the rally is held across
several different locations.”

Fans’ disappointment
A spokesperson for the
Department for the Economy
confirmed Minister Dodds
MLA has been made aware

of Tourism Northern Ireland’s
decision, adding: “The
Minister understands that

the WRC organisers have also
been advised of this decision

and that this will come asa
disappointment to them and
many others that have been
advocating that this event
returns to Northern Ireland.”

Past investment
Tourism NI backed the Circuit
ofreland hosting around of the
Intercontinental Rally Challenge
in 2012 prior to supporting its
three-year stint on the European
championship roster between
2014-2016.

ERCboss, Jean-Baptiste Ley,
has previously told Motorsport
News that he would be happy
to return to the Emerald Isle.
“The UK is one of the strongest
countries in western Europe,”
admitted the Frenchman.

¥
MP lan Paisley sees the value

What cdoes it mean for Rally GB?

While there’'s no hope of
NorthernIreland hosting the
British WRC round in the near
feature, Rally GB hasahome
inWales until atleast 2021.
That's when the current
Welsh Government support
agreementends, although
there’'s no confirmed sloton

formanintegral partofthe

WRC and Rally GB is one of our
longest-standing and most
popularrounds. The UKhasa
strong car market and excellent
organisation. We enjoy a strong
working relationship with
Motorsport UKand continue to
work closely together regarding

amajornew world event was
inevitably going to be measured
against the prioritisation
of publicinvestment.

“We were heartened by the
Cross-community support
the event galvanised up to
this point, and hope that
the goodwill generated can

e the WRC calendar beyond this
@2 t season, the 18th with Welsh
- Governmentas principal backer
s and the 21stin Wales.
g However, WRC Promoter
; remains in favour of a British
round of the championship.
Boss Oliver Ciesla told MN:

“Traditional European events

Britain’sWRC round.”

Hugh Chambers, Motorsport
UK CEO, said: “The discussions
with Tourism Northern Ireland
have cometoanend. Againstthe
backdrop of the wider public
healthcare emergency and
significant economic
shockwaves, the affordability of

be broughttobearatan
appropriate timein the future.
Ourimmediate focusis
delivering afirst-class eventin
the north of Wales this October.”
Australia, Chile and Spain
areallsettoreturn tothe WRC
calendarin 2021, whichis due
tofeature14rounds.

ey - —

Theforests of Wales willcomealive to the sound of the World Rally Championship againin 2020
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i
Edwards wants BTRDA

EDWARDS EAGER TO
DRIVE R2 IN BTRDA

British Rally champion Matt
Edwards feels he is more at
home in the BTRDA Rally
Series than the BRC and

is desparate to use his

Ford FiestaR2 inthe
national series.

Edwards won the BTRDA
Gold Startitle in 2018
buthasn’t competed in the
competition since. However,
he does provide a support
vanto Fiesta R2 crews and
Scottish driver Fraser
Anderson uses his car.

Edwards told a Facebook
live broadcast: “I’m probably
more comfortable at that level
[BTRDA]where I’ve spent
more than three quarters of
my timerallying. That’s
where [’'m athome.

“I’ve always said that when
the bubble bursts or I stop
competing at thatlevel [BRC],
I’vestill gotan R2 Fiesta [and]
I’ll still go and use that. I’'m
still itching to go and have
ago[and] ’dreally love to
doaBTRDA rally initbut
the money to goand doiitis
not there.”

Like alot ofhis competitors,
Edwards has sunk a few hours
into DiRT Rally 2.0 recently
andrevealed it helps him
maintain mentally sharp.

He said: “Thereis areset
button so itis quite easy to fall
into the trap of using it. I just
try and drive it with the same
mental approach that [ would
drive areal car so that keeps
me out of the trees a bit.”

RALLYING FIRMS HELPING
IN CORONAVIRUS BATTLE

Therallying community has
continued to support those who
need it during the coronavirus
pandemic with help to manufacture
machines and light reprieve for
those stuck in self-isolation.
Crossen Engineering, run by
former Northern Irish competitor
Paul Crossen, has dedicated
resources to manufacturing a face
mask visor for nurses and doctors.
Crossentold Northern Irish TV
channel UTV: “I was having my
breakfast and watching the news
and seeing the pleas. They ’re being
sentinto doavery difficulttask
without the correct equipment so [
couldn’tnot getinvolved. We have
the equipment, we have the facilities.”
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STRONG INTEREST

IN FIESTA RALLYA

Upgrade kit gets the thumbs up from British competitors

By Luke Barry

Junior British Rally Championship
contenders have expressed an interest
in the new Rally4 kit for their Ford
Fiesta R2s which was homologated
onApril 1.

This year’s JBRC is a one-make series
for the Fiesta, but the new Rally4 upgrade
will give those with the new car an inherent
advantage with an increase in horsepower
and better gear ratios among key
improvements.

Hampshire firm EDSL Sport has already
confirmed to Motorsport News that it
will be upgrading its two cars for Rupert
Flynn and Eamonn Kelly with others
keen to follow suit.

Competitor Eddie Lewis said: “We
are trying to gethold of the Rally4 kit
toupgrade our current car ready for
whenever the next BRC event may be.
I’ve heard some good things about the
kit so sounds like M-Sport have done a
greatjob.”

JBRC points leader William Creighton
confessed he’ll assess the upgrade butrival
Finlay Retsonis keen to try it out first.

“Yeah [I’m] definitely interested in it
but for sure I’d like to jump in and see for
myself,” Retson said. “It’s easy enough
to setup a test with M-Sport Poland but if
there is one going to be in the UK then that
will make it easier forus British guys.”

Maciej Woda, board member at M-Sport
Poland, admitted a test is something the
operation will be able to look into.

“Wehavereceived few orders for
upgradekits from UK customers,”
he added. “Hopefully you will see
those cars on the stages as soon as
normality comes back.”
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Britishrunners
arekeenonR4

DONEGAL HEADING FOR AN AUGUST DATE

Organisers of the Donegal
International Rally are making
plans to hold the event later

in the season with an August
date mooted instead of the
original June 19-21 slot.

Irish motorsport has been
suspended until the start of
June but Motorsport Ireland
has said that curfew “may be
revised” based on government
policy and guidelines.

Clerk of the course Eamon
Magee, has told Motorsport

News that the original date
does not look good and added
thateven if the temporary ban
was lifted, therally’s early
summer slot would come

too soon given the pressures
that are currently being faced
by medical staff working in
Ireland’s hospitals.

Last month Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship manager,
Paddy Flanagan, said it
was his hope that those rallies
postponed due to the ongoing

coronavirus pandemic can
be rescheduled, and that all
counting rounds, including
West Cork which was the
first to be affected, will run.

Flanagan said: “Ifthereisa
window of opportunity there,
and we can make it work,
we will.”

Alistair Fisher leads the
championship after sealing
his first Tarmac victory on
the Galway International
Rally in February.

LAFFEY'S PLANS ON HOLD AS HE SEEKS A NEW CHALLENGE SUENR

Mellors Elliot Motorsport has run

acolouring competition on social Former British Rally “We had a couple of bits we round that was on Laffey’s list
media inviting people of all ages to Championship frontrunner were working on and then it as was Rally Barbados, but the
designalivery for one ofits Proton Alex Laftey had planned to all fell aside until we can getan Scotadmitted his plans are

irrelevant and thathe was

looking at the bigger picture.
“We’ve just gotto waitand

see,” headded. “Nobody can

alter his programme thisseason ~ idea of what’s going to happen
butisreassessing hisoptionsdue  now,” Laffey told Motorsport
to the coronavirus pandemic. News. “We were looking at

Laffey has contested all four using a different car and events
BRCseasonsinaFordFiestaR5  indifferentplaces, notjust start planning anything until
since the championship switched = British Championship events we get some kind of answer
back to four-wheel drivein2016  but gettingoutabitand changing  with what’s going to go oninthe
butdidn’tcompeteonthisyear’s  up what we were doing.” world at the minute. It’s not just
opener, the Cambrian Rally. Ypres however wasa BRC here, it’s everywhere.”

IrizR5s. Two winners were
announced; including nine-year-old
Oliver for his simple blue and red
hand-coloured design and Maurizio
‘Stivi’ Tiveron who computer-
designed his own interpretation of
Ollie Mellors’yellow, grey and black
Cambrian Rally design. Both will
receive some team merchandise.

Laffey has been forced to wait before sealing plans
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Dutch venue woe on
UK rallycross clash

European Rallycross
Championship venue
Eurocircuit at Valkenswaard,
the Dutch circuit that was
due to host the third round
of'the 5 Nations British
Rallycross Championship,
faces anuncertain future.

No official decision has
been as to whether the British
RXround at the circuiton
June 20-21 will run, but
bosses atthe venue have
voiced concern about its
ability to host events this year,
with the country in lockdown
until April 28 amid the
coronavirus outbreak.

A statement from
Eurocircuit bosses said:
“Events for which a permit
must be applied for may
noteven be organised until
June 1. Whathappens next
is extremely uncertain.

“Given all the uncertainties,
we have decided to keep
the gates of the Eurocircuit
closed atleastuntil June 1.

In the meantime, we are

of course considering the
period after the coronavirus
measures. Can we still
organise a Dutch
Championship in the

months thatremain? Is there
apossibility to accommodate
our foreign sister clubs this
season? Can we offer the
teams and our members

an alternativerallycross
programme, so that everyone
canstill enjoy their sport fora
few months? Nobody knows
ifwe can pick up the thread
againin June. Before driving
can happen, the circuit must
firstbe brought back into
good condition.

“There isnow also alot of
overdue maintenance.”

The circuit has been
granted a licence under the
provision that certain safety
work is undertaken. That
work can not start until at
least next month.

SCOTTISH COMPETITORS

Advertising enquiries: 01233 228753

STILL PLANNING 2020 OUTINGS

Rally men to scour the calendar to find events to kickstart their campaigns

Armstrong hasalready
rallied further afield
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By Luke Barry

Top Scottish Rally Championship
contenders have told Motorsport
News they still intend on rallying this
year despite the SRC’s cancellation.

Snowman Rally winner Michael
Binnie said: “IfTseearally that’s
available I’ll be entering it. We
wouldn’tbe parking the carup and
saving the money. It’s anice thought
butatthe end of the day youbuy the
carto gorallying, youdon’tbuyitto
sitinthe shed.

“I'was looking atevents later on in the
season like Grizedale, Malton Forest
and Carlisle Stages,” he added. “They’re
actually quite local tome so they’re
three events that would suit us quite
well. ButI don’tknow, youjustdon’t
know when this thing will blow over.”

Double champion Jock Armstrong has
deviated from the SRC this year when
he finished fourth on last month’s
Malcolm Wilson Rally. He said:
“Luckily I don’trely on too many people
[to afford to gorallying] so of course
we’ll go back outbecause your car just
sitting there doing nothing is probably
going to give youmore ballache the year
after. You’ve gotto keep your hand in.”

TESTING PACKAGE OFFERED TO COMPETITORS ON RALLYING RETURN

The Forest Experience Rally
School in Mid Wales has launched
its Gold Test Package designed to
bed competitors back into action
after the effects of the coronavirus
pandemic begin to ease.

The package affords competitors

exclusive use of the facility for the
day which boasts seven miles of
stages ina 900-acre forest. Venue
owner and competitor Ross Leach
has putalot of effort in grading the

ensure the quality of the road.

Leach told Motorsport News:
“Assoon as government advice
allows usto test we’ll be straight
back onit. The real reason [our
venue is] good for competitors is
it’saproper stage, it’s in the
forests, it’s representative of UK
rallying as opposed tobeinga
man-made stage or aman-made
venue, it’s actually an accurate
stage through the woods.”

the facility last year to develop
its Proton IrizRS5. Test driver
and current British Rally
Championship competitor Ollie
Mellors said: “As atest facility it
gave us everything we needed
throughout the development of
the Proton Iriz RS with a variety
of well-maintained roads to use.

“Ithelped ustokeep abase
when making changes to know
ifwe were moving in the

- L ! & |
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stages over the last 12 months to Mellors Elliot Motorsportused ~ rightdirection.” Mellors is a fan of the mid-Wales venue for testin g

Rallycross aces join online competition to get the season going

The World Rallycross
Championship is the latest
series to launch an official
esports initiative, called the
RX Esports Invitational.

Events will be run on the
weekends of those World RX
rounds currently postponed
by the ongoing Covid-19

OCTOBER DATE FOR
RALLY FESTIVAL

The inaugural Historic Rally
Festival has anew date in October
after being postponed from June
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The event will now be held over
the weekend of October 24-25,
based at Telford and Weston
Park in Shropshire. Telford town
centre will be free to spectators
on Saturday October 24 featuring
scrutineering, autograph sessions  “It’sbeen a very challenging
and a ceremonial start. On situation and the well-being of

pandemic, starting with the
planned season-opener in racer Marius Bermingrud
Spain later this month. and others. The line-up will
The events willbe playedout  be announced this week.
on the Codemasters-developed World RX boss Paul
Dirt2.0 game, with World RX Bellamy said: “We hope
drivers joined on the grid by that by offering fans around
drivers from other disciplines the world the chance to
and online esports racers, who engage with World RX via
will be selected from the fastest ~ an alternative esports series,
to complete a qualifyingevent.  we are providing a small
As Motorsport News went level of enjoyment in these
to press, the first event had difficult times,”
already attracted double The first two rounds of World

Oliver Eriksson, Super1600

Icons will be on show at the first Historic Rally Festival

superb entry listalready, that we
were very keen to work for a

Sunday, 80 cars will tackle competitors and spectators has revised date in the autumn.” World RX Champion Johan RXin Spain and Portugal have

demonstration rally stages with been of the utmost importance. Spectator tickets already Kristoffersson, reigning title- been postponed, while the

the focus on Weston Park. We have so much enthusiasm purchased will be automatically holder Timmy Hansen and his Belgian round at Spa, set to
Promoter Warner Lewis said: from the competitors and a transferred to the new date. brother Kevin Hansen, Kevin be held in mid-May, is also

World RX will go virtual Abbring, RX2 champion

peedline

754

expected to be shelved.
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MARTIN O'CONNELL &

Fiercely competitive historic racer and boss of preparations firm OC Racing

Photos: Paul Lawrence, Jakob Ebrey

O’Connellin his —
Formula2car

've got a team of eight full-time people relatively fortunate situationin that we can aswell, whichis much more difficult for them.
inthe business and we'll be alright afford not to be working for a bit, but there are Right now, there are potentially racesfor us
through the currentlockdown due to so many people who can't. in mainland Europe at the end of MayandinJune.
coronavirus. In my mind, that's my Historicracingisallabout the small peopleand Itisunlikely they will runas planned, but possible.
responsibility to make sure they are the people with 30 cars generally aren't hitas hard Buteveniftheyare cleartoracein Franceor
alright. When we can go racing again, asthose withtwo carsintheir garage orasmall Belgium, for instance, we may not be able to
| want these people back solwantto shed.Theyare workingjustashardasweare but travel out of the UK. We're not expecting to have
make sure they are still there and because of the way they make it work, they could any racing until early July.
cancarryon. beintrouble.lthinkthe smalleryouareinour If the government sticks to whatitis doing
The government support for firms should game, the greater effect it will have. Ifyouarea and we get through this in three or four months,
make a big difference to companies like us. one-man band running two cars for one customet, | hope that my staff won't suffer atall. They will
They've done a lot of stuff to make it easier for itisgoingto beveryhardand|think,asindustry, all get paid and we will get the money from the
companies and that's making it alot better than we should all do what we can to help those government. This time next year, hopefully,
it might have been. They have also stopped the guys. Most of the smaller people are self-employed everything will be back to normal.

business rates, whichis a help as well.

It's areally difficult time because no-one
knows how long it is going to be. If we knew
how long it was going to last, we could figure
something out. The traumaand the stress
comes from it being open-ended.

We typically look after between 25and 30racing
cars foranumber of customers. We do all the race
preparation, take the cars to race meetingsall over
Europe through the season and run them for our
customers. So, if the cars are not racing, that
means we have far less to do. We have got some
work to do, but I took the decision on March 23 to _ _
send everybody home. Before that date there was Going Group C crazy: O'Connell atSilverstone
a bit of testing going on but most of the racing
had been cancelled. You've got to consider the
health of your team and they have all got kids.

We've got some work we could be doing such
asrebuildsand so on.But we are primarilyarace
team and we goracing. When they open up the
roads and we can move around, we're going to
need that work to fill the gap between the end of
the lockdown and the start of racing.

You've just got to look at the bigger picture
and when it does all start up, we will all be ready to ' Anhistoricicon:
goagain. But the impactacross the historic racing the Chevron B8
industry is massively varied. | feel that weareina

“I think we should all do what we can right now to help the smaller guys”

— —
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MitSUbiSHi man mightlook to EUI"OG too

WHY STEVE HILL'S RALLYCROSS
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Hill thinks that strong 2020
entry will provide a test

PASSION IS AS STRONG AS EVER

Hal Ridge talks to a seasoned British battler who Is raring to go

Fresh gearing means Hill's 2019-spec machine is now even faster

tis hard to believe without
being told, but British
rallycross contender Steve
Hill turned 70 last week.
That makes him the elder
statesman of rallycross’s
UK top level. But, despite
having 50 years of competitive
driving under his belt, the former
National Rally Sprint champion
is far from done with competing
and is still pushing for success.

Thanks to anumber of winter
upgrades to his Mitsubishi Lancer
E10 Supercar, Hill pushed friend and
British Rallycross Championship
title-contender Ollie O’Donovan
hard for victory at the final round of
the Lydden Hill Winter Series last
month. Heused the eventas a pre-
season testand laid down the threat ofa
competitive campaign in the revised
5 Nations British RX series for 2020.

Hill says: “I’m still motivated, I think
rallycrossis a great discipline and it
gives me a good buzz, and as long as
[ can be competitive [ don’t see why
I'should stop. I’'m making good starts,
somy reaction time is good, but the
minute [’m not competitive, I’ll be
hanging up my helmet.

“Maybe I’ll go and do something
different, butif 'm not competitive in
rallycross, the enjoyment won’tbe

there. I don’thave to win, I just want to
be onthe pace, andas longas’'mon
the pace, or there or thereabouts,

then I’m happy.”

Hill’s team operates as amodest
effort compared to his nearestrivals
inthe domestic series, with the car
run by 038 Engineering, based
from a workshop at Hill’s farm in
Buckinghamshire. Butany shortfall in
budget s, in part at least, made up for by
enthusiasm and resourcefulness.

“We were competitive and
reliable last year, and there’s more
improvement for this year,” says Hill.
“We’ve changed the gearing and
some other things, which should be
a good step forward. We haven’t got
£10,000 for a turbo, we need to use
aslightly less developed turbo to the
others, but by being sensible with
where we spend the money, I think
we’re doing OK.”

The 2020 5 Nations British RX
series has attracted a number of new
and returning Supercar drivers and
cars, on paper at least making it the
most competitive field for some time.
Hill, who is still yet to win an event
with the E10 which he has used since
2010, is relishing the challenge. “In
some ways the stronger field often
opens up more opportunities. ’'mnot
fearful of the competition, [ welcome
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Hill's first win in the Mitsubishi Lancer E9 came at Mondello

itwith open arms. The more the better.
It’s about being smart, staying out of
trouble and getting into the finals.”

The series will return to Knockhill
this year. Itis a venue Hill likes as he
came within inches of breaking the
victory duck inthe E10back in 2014 but
was just pipped in a dash to the finish
line by Julian Godftey.

The car has been a podium visitor
though and its predecessor, Hill’s
E9 Supercar, claimed victories at
Mondello, Pembrey and twice at
Lydden between 2007 and 2009.

“That first win at Mondello, from
winning the B final, was quite nice.
Thatwas a highlight,” says Hill, who
switched from a career inrallying to
rallycross halfway into the
millennium’s first decade.

Anevent he mightrather forget,
though, was at Pembrey in September
2008. In contention for the British RX
title, Hill ran second to Kevin Procter in
the final and was ahead of his title
rivals. With Procter debuting anew car
and running as a guest entry, had Hill
finished behind Procter on the road in
South Wales, the British crown would
have been his come the final round at
Mondello Park. But, in amove to pass
Procter’s Ford Focus around the outside
ona loose section of the circuit, Hill
went off and suffered a substantial

accident. Lawrence Gibson snatched
the coveted crown.

“Iletenthusiasm get the better of me
thatday,” Hill recalls. “Kevin gave
me alittle touch going down the back
straight, [ skimmed the pitwall and
[ was justdetermined to get past
him. He was holding me up, I tried to
pass him, it got onto the grass and the
restis history. Had I just settled for
second, it probably would have been
the championship in the bag. That’s
partand parcel of competing though,

I was thinking about the event at
the time and not necessarily the
championship, I probably should
have been. [ don’tregretit, it’s just
one of those things. [ regret the stiff
neck and the broken ribs more.”

Along with driving himself, Hill has
alsorecently held the team manager roll
for O’Donovan’s Team RX Racing
effort in Euro and World Championship
events. While 1986 Motoring News
Road Rally champion Hill hasraced in
his home round of Euro RX at Lydden
Hill before, he still harbours ambition to
make some overseas Euro RX outings.

He says: “We’ve been concentrating
on getting the carreliable, and we’ve
got to that point now. We struggle for
tracks over here and there’s so many
amazing tracks over there, it would
be amazing to do some.”’ Il

ABIGSTEP: TAKING THE
TECHNICALS IN HOUSE
When a specific element ofaracing car
continuously gives the same problems,
the normal solutiontoresolve the
situationis to change supplier. But,
choosing not to take the easy option,
Hill's solution to improve the reliability
of the Mitsubishi Lancer E10 was
rather more drastic.

While the car has been ona par with
any of its counterparts from areliability
standpointinthelastfewyears, early
initsinceptionthe E10 was dogged
by mechanical problems, largely
surrounding the transmission. Now,
together with two business partners,
Hill runs the company building the
transmission systemin his carand has
worked hard onthe development.

“We built the cararound that
transmission, we had a deal withthe
manufacturer to help developitand
itwentnowhereforafewyears, we
hadaload of problems,” explains Hill.

“Then the owner passedaway, and
the opportunity came upforustodo
something, and that's really what
we've done. We formed SGS Racing
Transmissions, tookonalotofthe
projectsand clients, and with that
problems, and putinalot of effortto
made it work. We have alot of satisfied
customers now andthe proof ofthe
reliabilityisin my car.”

Hill says arallycross Supercaristhe
perfecttestbed fortransmission
durability: “Ifyou can getit toworkin
that environment, you can pretty well
getittoworkinanyotherdiscipline.
That's what we setoutto do,andthat’s
whatwe've done. It'snotbeen easy,
it'sbeenalotofworkandlknowalot
more how about metalsand gear
cuttingandall sorts ofthings, butit's
beenvery satisfying to be involved with.”

Hill is a transmission exert
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KEEPING BRITISH TOURING
CARS AT THE TOP OF THE
UK MOTORSPORT LADDER

The Australian import tells Motorsport News
readers how the BTCC is in the rudest of health
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teering the ship

of the British Touring
Car Championship is
not an easy job, with
the demands of
drivers, teams,
circuits, television and
the fans to balance. Creating a
format and arace day which keeps
everyone happy is a treacherous
path to follow, but one which chief
executive Alan Gow has trodden
since the early 1990s.

There was a brief break between 2000
and 2003 when he sold the series, but
since his return, the foundations have been
laid and helped keep the BTCC atthe very
forefront of motorsport in this country.

The series s, like everything else at
the moment, on hiatus as the world
holds its breath to see when motorsport
can continue, but don’t think that has
given Gow any time off.

We were lucky enough to catch a few
spare moments when we could and
posed some Motorsport News readers’
questions to the Australian.
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ABTCCnhightrace
takes hugefunding

Alan Gordon

Via Facebook

What do you consider to be the

most successful rule change you
haveimplemented in the British
Touring Car Championship
throughoutyour tenure?

Alan Gow: “Gosh. It has to be the
[current] NGTC regulations and I
will tell you why. First ofall, I didn’t
implement the rule change for the
two-litre regulations in the 1990s
[which went on to become the basis
of Super Touring]. They were already
there when [ took over running the
championship. Then after we sold
TOCA in 2000, the BTC-spec
regulations were introduced but they
weren’t anything to do with me and
they weren’t successful. Then when

I came back [in late 2003] I introduced
the Super 2000 regulations to increase
the grid and that was a success.
However the NGTC specifications
have been by far the most successful
regulations I have introduced.”

MN: Have you exceeded what you
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thought NGTC would achieve within
the BTCC?

AG: “Yes, certainly. They did
everything that we intended them to
do. I never expected the explosive
growth and the sustainment in grid
numbers that [ got from them. But
that tells you how successful they
are, on grid count alone.”

MN: Itis also remarkable that a set
ofregulations has remained largely
unchanged since they were first fed
into the BTCC [from NTGC
powerplants in 2010] until now...
AG: “Thatis a testimony to the
strength of the regulations in that they
have only gone through one upgrade
since they were introduced — and that
was because there was a change in
suppliers of some of the kit from GPRM
to RML. That really was the only
significantupgrade. The basic rule
set has remained constant and there

is just no point in changing them
going forward. They are a great set
ofrules that merely need tweaking as
we goalong.”

Ady T

Via Facebook

What is the cut-off date for the 2020
British Touring Car Championship
season [when it would be axed]?

Tam Hardie

Via Facebook

Atwhatpointin timeis the season
binned completely?

Dave Quinn

Via Facebook

Isthere any chance the series

could run behind closed doors if

this coronavirus pandemic lasts
longer than feared?

AG: “The cut-off point is probably
October for a limited number of races.
The reason I say October is because

I would rather run a few rounds of the
season than none at all. I[f you can’t
race until October and you can only do,
I don’t know, two or three meetings,
would I rather do that than nothing?
Probably...but that will also be up to the
teams, who may decide they don’t want
to do justa few rounds. But I honestly
don’t see that happening. I’m confident

Thereis alé'hdrt term hybrid future, but full electici |sa Iong way off

that we will be racing well before
October and that we will get all
our rounds in this year.

“Being run behind closed doors
depends entirely on the government.

[ very much doubt that when the
government lifts restrictions on crowds
that they will go from ‘zero’to ‘fill your
boots’ in one step. So I would imagine
they would stage the reintroduction of
crowds —but this is just my thinking,

[ have no inside information on this.
They might say 500 to start with, then
the next month 1000, or whatever the
figures are, and so on. There will be
phasing in of how many people can be
mass gathered, [ reckon.

“Soyes, if we have to run behind
closed doors to have it shownon TV,
then that is absolutely what we will do
until such time as we can get anumber
of spectators in. But that is not our
decision, thatis the government’s
decision.”

MN Behind closed doors is all well
and good, but you probably still need
atleasta 1000 people on site with

> .

The NGTCrulesethas
seenthe BTCCflourish
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teams and volunteers, etc...

AG:“We reckon we probably need
about 1400 on site. That is even taking
out hospitality staff and suchlike, that
is just talking about teams and support
teams, TV crews, medics, marshals,
track personnel, officials etc.

“But, by the same token, if the
government said you could only have
(say) 1000, then we would have to just
tell all of our teams — including support
races —that they were going to have to
work with very limited numbers. We
would have to enforce a limited
number of only those amount of
necessary people that you need

to run the car safely. We will all
justhave to get on with itand do
whatever needs to be done to make
ithappen.”

Gordon ‘Fro’McVean

Via Facebook

Sitting as president of the FIA Touring
Car Commission, how much input do
you have in the evolution of touring car

rules around the world and how many
continued on page 14
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willtake place...

different sets of regulations does

the commission oversee?

AG: “The only set of rules that we have
direct oversight onis the FIA’s ownrules,
so those are currently the ones under
WTCR guise. Therules that are in place
inthe UK orin Australia or Brazil or
wherever are nothing directly to do

with the FIA. The oversight we have is

to ensure any touring car racing in any
international series complies with the
FIA International Sporting Code, the
overarching code that governs all of
motorsport. But we don’thave any

input into domestic regulations ona
country-by-country basis. Each country’s
rules are up to the individual national
sporting authorities, obviously as long

as they comply with the International
Sporting Code.”

Steve Cheeseman

Via Facebook

Istheintroduction of hybrid power
trains [scheduled for 2022] into the
British Touring Car Championship

a step towards a fully electric future
atsome point?

AG: “Maybe, butit won’t be while
I'amsstill in the chair. I don’t see that
full-electric touring carracing, as we
know it, will be doable for quite some
time on both a cost and performance
basis. Yes, some companies abroad are
now developing a fully-electric touring
car. But the reality is that it’s something
that will only go for three or four laps on
full power and it costs many millions to
develop andrace. So thatis justnota
viable option for domestic touring car

. "‘”'f'm'u.., Yt ogr
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racing at the moment. But one day,
when the motor and battery technology
is good enough and they have dealt with
all the other issues of cost, weight, heat,
charging, safety and suchlike so that
you can have proper touring car racing
of atleast 20-minute races or more,
then [ have no doubt the BTCC would
probably go that direction. But that is
something thatis a very long way
down the track and is not even on our
horizon....and I very much doubt I will
still be in the chair when that happens.”
MN: You have said before that
introducing hybrid power is not
something the BTCC is necessarily
doing to be green. Itis to keep it
relevant to road car manufacturers. ..
AG: “Of course—have alook at the
world around you. Everything is going
hybrid or full electrification on the
road. So we are not doing it because
we necessarily want to be seen to be
green, although there is an element of
that which helps. But the simple fact is
that the automotive world around us is
moving to hybrid or full electrification
and we have to be reflective of that.
But the plus side to me is also the

extra performance we will get from
our hybrid.”

Paul Bunch

Via Twitter

Would you ever consider a night race
again as part of the championship?
AG: “Well, there are two answers

to that. Yes  would, if someone was
prepared to put up the money to make
ithappen. There is a very significant

T
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Two-driverracesare
stillonthe BTCC radar

costinvolved in putting on anightrace
when you have a large crowd, with all
the lighting and everything else.

I have always said  would do itagain

if someone was prepared to fund it. But
the second answer to that that is that if
we end up extending our season in order
to getas many rounds in as possible and
we go beyond the end of British Summer
Time at the end of October, then we are
probably going to see some form of
‘night racing’—1in as much as the races
towards the end of the day will inevitably
be run in dusk and the drivers will need
to put their headlights on.”

MN: Is there a consideration that it

is probably not great for [TV4 to run

the races in the dark? Is that in the
thought process...?

AG: “No,itisnotabout ITV4, butitis
not great for alot of people. Itis not great
for sponsors because they don’t get the
amount of visibility that they would
during the daytime and itis also to do
with scheduling. Our contract with ITV4
is for live broadcasts during the day, not
atnight time. At night time you go into
awhole different programming ethos,
although I am sure if we went to them
and told them we were doing a special
night event they would accommodate it

asaspecial event, so it is not new to them.

But the bottom line is always the cost.
Asevery year goes past, it is more
expensive to putanightrace on. Given
the huge number of spectators we have,
the amount of lighting we would need —
notjust around the track, butin the
paddock and in the pits and the public
car parks etc—is greatly ramped up

because of health and safety
requirements, which become more
and more onerous.”

Elliot Webber

Via Twitter

Willthere ever be a British Touring Car
Championship video game? With no
BTCC until July, surely the time is right?
Matt ‘Muiry’ Muirhead

Via Twitter

Alotof fans, and some drivers, have
been calling for anew BTCC computer
game. With the current haltin
international motorsport andthe
subsequentrisein simulatorracing

to the point whereitis on Sky Sports

F1, does that make you reconsider your
standpoint on the possibility of making
anew BTCC game?

AG: “Huh? What is my standpoint on
making a game!? Matt’s question is
making itsound like [ don’t wanta
computer game, which is certainly not
the case. I think people forget that I was
the first person on this planet to introduce
atrue touring car video game!

“ButI have always said [ don’t want
BTCC carsto justappear in another form
ofaracing game. To have a couple of
BTCC cars within Forza or Gran Turismo
doesn’t floatmy boat atall and is not
reflective of this great championship.
That would notbe a true BTCC game.

I have always had the desire to reintroduce
aproper ‘full fat’ BTCC computer game
(on all gaming platforms) where you have
all the cars and all the drivers racing on all
the tracks, justas we know itand just like
the TOCA Touring Car games did. That

The one-hourraceat Donington Parkin 1989 was a hit with the fans
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has always been my stance and we are
currently along way down the road to
having a propernew BTCC game
introduced. So yes, there are plans that

we are working towards in having that
desire fulfilled.”

MN: So, ifitis going to be fulfilled, are
we talking in the next couple of years?
AG: “Yes. Ifyou were to start developing
acomputer game from today, it would
take atleast 18 months. You can’tjustall
ofasuddendecide todoagameand putit
out nextmonth, that just doesn’thappen. A
good game takes a while to develop fully.”

Chris Phillips

Via Twitter

Please wouldyou reconsider staging
two-driver, one- or two-hour races—like
the Australian version. [You could] invite
some high-profile drivers and spice up
thesseries. Imagine a Toyota World
Endurance Championship driver
Jjoining Tom Ingram [in a Corollaf or
[Red Bull-Honda Formula 1 driver|
Max Verstappen linking up with Matt
Neal [in a Honda Civic TypeR]...

AG: “We have had this same discussion
every year in our annual teams’ meeting
and lastyear we had itagain. We talked
aboutitatlength attheend of2019 and,
in fact, the answer came back from the
teams that they didn’t wanttodo itat

this stage. That may change in the future.”
MN: Soitisnotanideathatclosed?

AG: “Ithasnever been an idea that has
been closed. Before NGTC, we couldn’t
doitbecause the [fuel] tank size was

too small but with NGTC we can. That
enables us to do arace thatis close to one
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Gow says nobody
would read his book

hour, so we have the capability of doing it.
Itis aquestion of whether the teams want
to doitornotand the majority saidno.”

Paul Bunch

Via Twitter

With the previous experiment [at
Snettertonin 2019] of using three
Dunlop tyre compounds in one day,
andtheideato roll that outinto Croft
this yeartoo, arethere any plans to
expand this to other circuits—

excluding Thruxton [wherethe

hard compoundis mandated]?

AG: “Weneed to see how it works first
and what we are doing this yearis a trial.
Clearly, we can only run one compound
around Thruxton anyway and then the first
event of the year, say, at Donington, you
wouldn’t want to run the hard compound ! - FAN LAY i
because the temperature is likely to be | N ' Assistance
very low and all the cars would be flying ; o

offat Redgate. There are some practical .

reasons why you can’trun all three

compounds atall of therounds.”

-

Chris Phillips

Via Twitter

Alan: wouldyou everwrite a book? Now,

maybe, you have time to put pen to paper.

AG: “I'think that would probably be the

most boring book ever written, actually.

Andalso, I don’thave time to write a

book. I don’tknow what people think

I do withoutracing until July, but I still

have all my work to do and I simply v

don’thave time to sitdown and put pen LU S o T
to paper. ButI would question justhow Tyreexpermientat |
many people would really be interested Snetterton lastyear | =
inreadingitanyway.....” ll £33
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HOW SIMS ARE HELPING
DRIVERS GET THROUGH

With motor racing off for now, simulator

BTCCstar TomIngramon
his Speedworks simulator

uring this enforced
motorsport
downtime due to
the coronavirus
pandemic,
onlookers can
hardly fail to notice
that, for the drivers, simulators
have stepped into the breach.
This has been for recreation,
preparation, competition or a
combination of the three. Yet
within a variety of motorsport
disciplines, sim work and online
racing was already a big deal,
and a rapidly growing one.
To find out what’s going on,
Darren Turner seems a good place to
start. The GT legend has a simulator
business called Base Performance.
It started 10 years ago, via Turner’s
friend who was a driver coach. “He
had a client who wanted something
athome which would mean he could
actually then go to arace weekend
and do areasonable job from the
: B = start, rather than his best lap being his
Sims offer plenty of chance o1 i 3 last lap on a Sunday,” Turner tells
toanalyse performance : Motorsport News. “He didn’t have
; the time to go testing either. Thatis




WHAT IS
AVAXHOME?


https://avxlive.icu/

the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
B brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,

recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother

Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content
One site

AvaxHome - Your End Place

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu


https://avxlive.icu/

Advertising enquiries: 01233 228753

Darren Turner
hasasimfirm

Zak O'Sullivan says 90%of
his F4 colleagues use sims

exactly how my little company Base
Performance started.”

And the technology’s progress since
has been sharp. “The software and
different platforms that are available,
every year they are getting better so
the level of improvement has been
stunning,” Turner continues. “The
immersion is so much better now. The
natural driving element of the sims is
getting so much closer to the real thing.”

Sim racing competition—which
ranges from impromptu races to
organised championships —has also
gotmore advanced. Turner adds: “What
I have enjoyed as | have got into this
[sim racing] is how realistic the level of
competition is and what you go through
as adriver in terms of the focus, the
level of attention, concentration and
how competitive itis. [ did a [sim]
Legendsracerecently and we all did
free practice on Friday and Saturday.
Everyone was out there getting the laps
in. To eke away at finding a tenth ofa
second, it takes the same preparation.”

Turner also has enticed Dario
Franchitti into sim racing. “I tried his
demo sim,” Franchitti tells Motorsport
News. “Once  had been on it, he turned

to me and said ‘you want this now,
don’tyou?’He was right, I did! The
other day, [ took the 1995 Jean Alesi
Ferrari Formula 1 car around Oulton
Park for a laugh. I took a Porsche 917/30
around the Nordschleife too. [ have
been doing anything you can think of,
just to keep the juices flowing.”

British Touring Car Championship
race winner Tom Ingram also is in on the
act, with a sim set-up at his Speedworks
team. “l use it before everyrace,” he
says to MN. “What I find it useful for is
to get you out of those panic moments.
Itreminds you how to drive and how to
find the time. We are all professional
drivers and we can all drive fast—itis
the last two to three tenths. You know
you have done all your homework on
the sim and you know you don’t have
to brake late for Copse, for example.”

There is plenty of sim driving and
racing done by those in national racing,
indeed with up-and-coming talent it
isnow the norm. “It’s very common,”
British Formula 4 driver Zak O’
Sullivan confirms to MN. “I’d say
90% of'the British F4 grid are on the
sim at the moment. Even now in karting
most of the drivers have got simulators,

not even for karts, but for cars.”

And the current enforced downtime
is making it even bigger. “Drivers who
before the coronavirus didn’t have a sim
have now bought one because they need
to get online, they want to be racing,”
O’Sullivan continues. “It’s [due to] a
bit of boredom, but [also] trying to stay
sharp. Also [ithelps] racecraft, inreal
life you don’talways have the
opportunity to be racing, you’re
always testing not necessarily racing.”

Formula Ford racer Bryce Aron takes
asimilar view. “Simracing it’s going to
be more and more relevant because I’ve
gotalot more time to do itnow and it’s
really the only thing I’'m going to be
driving for awhile,” he tells MN.
“Iuse my sim basically every day. Itis
avery good tool, especially when
you’re going to new track or if you
want to practice your consistency [or]
your focus over a long period of time.”

Sims also have drawbacks however.
“[To] put it bluntly you get a bit of
online courage,” O’Sullivan explains,
“because if you want to take Turn 1 at
Snetterton flat you can, if you go off it
doesn’treally matter. There’s also no

sense of weight transfer, no sense of
Continued on page 22
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Formula Fordrising star Bryc_éAkon isanother frequent sim user

Sims can be tailored - here are two Speedworks steering wheels
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O’Sullivan says sims have
benefitsand drawbacks

Even historicracers use sims: Ben Stiles does advance preparation
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Irish Tarmacace Meirion Evans had 'his world changed’ by his sim

g-force, even the best motion simulators
cannever quite portray that. That’s why
sometimes you see people who have just
done sim racing and they go into real

life in cars they do struggle quite a bit.”

Aron adds: “When [ drive areal car
I go off the feeling that’s transferred
through my body from the car through
the tyres and the track, whereas with the
sim most of that feeling comes through
the steering wheel.”

Sim driving isn’t only a circuit
racing phenomenon, it’s important
forrally drivers too. Junior World
Rally Championship competitor Jon
Armstrong used his home simulator to
counter the fact he didn’t have the cash
to test before a dream prize drive.

Armstrong used his simulator though
to do more than train forarally. In2018
he won the virtual WRC title, finished
runner-up in 2019 and now works full
time on making the DiRT Rally video
game as realistic as possible.

“I got Colin McRae Rally when I was
five, got my first steering wheel when
I'was 11 before I started doing real-life
motorsport when [ was 13,” remembers
Armstrong. “In2017 I had two prize
drivesinaFord Fiesta RS through the
Drive Dmack Cup. I didn’thave the
budget to do lots of testing so [ setup
my first proper simulator, with a seat,
steering wheel and pedals.

“I gotaFiesta R5 on a highly-modified

Richard Burns Rally game and spent
hours and hours on a wide variety
ofroads to simulate what Rally
Germany was going to be like.

“It was my firsttime inan RS but I
ended up winning a stage in WRC2 and
I couldn’t putitdown to anything else
other than driving a realistic simulator.’

While Armstrong is the ultimate sim
ambassador, Craig Breen has just got
his hands on a simulator to keep sharp
during the coronavirus lockdown, and
admits he currently is “finding my feet”.
Breen says: “As a youngster [ spentall
of my time using a very basic simulator
with Richard Burns Rally. Digital-
motorsports.com in Ireland have given
me some kit to keep fresh while I’'ve
gotnothing else to do and it’s pretty
incredible what simulators can do now.
Sure, it’s a bit of fun but I’m entering
some online championships. After all,

I can’t spend all day in my temporary
gymathome.”

There also is plenty of sim competition
on the virtual crests and jumps for those
on the national rallying scene. Think of
any British or Irish rally driver you like
and it’s probable they’ve migrated onto
DiRT Rally 2.0 to resume battle during
this enforced leave.

Various private lobbies and
championships have been created
between real-life drivers to keep their
eye in, with some even livestreaming

b
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their performances on social media.
Some players use controllers, but
the overwhelming majority of drivers
prefer asteering wheel as it’s as close
as they can get to the real thing. “I’ve
always played PlayStation since [ was
about six but [ only bought a steering
wheel at Christmas time and that sort
of changed my world completely,” says
Irish Tarmac ace Meirion Evans.
“There’s actually a lot of co-drivers
including JJ [Jonathan Jackson], my
co-driver, who are really fast but they
crash alot more whereas the drivers are
abit more measured as they understand
how to drive a bit more. You can sort of
put a bit of your real-life knowledge into
itand it can help you. I think there are
relevant things which you can help you
with real-life driving [too] or at least
fill a gap until this pandemic ends.”
Alex Laffey is new to this kind of
driving but given he hasn’t entered a
rally since last September, he’s finding
the element of competition very useful.
“[I’m doing it] to keep the competitive
edge going,” he says. “It’s obviously
good that everyone [else is] getting
involved initbutit’s mainly justto
keep us fresh, keep us competitive.
Even though it’s not real racing
you’re still competing against people.
“[ The skills are] transferrable but it is
abit harder to get used to going into the
sim side fromreal racing,” Laffey adds.
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World RX's Kevin Abbringis

another with sim business

The DiRTRally2.0gameis
popularamongrally stars

“[But] once you actually get going and
you’re in a stage and you’re focused on
it feels like you are actually just racing.”
The sim is important in developing
rallycross drivers too, and few know
this better than former works Hyundai
WRC driver Kevin Abbring, who
returned to rallycross last year in
World RX. He will complete an
expanded programme this year, but
in the meantime he spends time
perfecting his skills and those of his
clients with his Motorsport In Motion
concern, and with this he even develops
his own software and hardware.
Abbring though, even for rallycross
development, largely uses circuit
racing on the sim. “The fastest way on
Tarmac — or any circumstance where
you have plenty of grip —is the circuit
style,” he tells MN. “Racing brings a
lot of technique and smoothness to a
driver. Look at Timmy Hansen,
coming from formularacing and is
now the current World RX champion.
“I only drive on the machine with a
purpose; plans and targets are set prior
to asession,” Abbring continues. “One
ofthe secrets behind my finishes at my
World RX races last year came from
spending two full days on the machine,
together with my engineer and spotter.
“Within a very short time I got to
understand a sport [ wasn’t familiar
with at the time, a sport where tactics

and strategy is of great importance.
We simulated literally every scenario.
Coming to anew sport on World level
and being able to get most things right
from the start doesn’t come from
standard race software and hardware.

“Itis like inreal life, it’s coming from
the details.”

Amorerecent convert is his brother
Kevin Hansen, who claimed his maiden
World RX win last year. He recently
invested in a sim to continue driving in
the downtime. “Atthe moment ’'m
driving on the games quite a lot more,
because normally I don’t do so much,”
he says. “We’re working on set plans
and I’ve been doing just driving and
not so much competition. I don’t think
there are any disadvantages, as long as
you take it seriously. If you’re driving,
you’re driving and activating your
brain in that way. It’s the closest we
can get at this moment.”

It seems likely that the historic racing
scene is the least likely place to find sim
work. But even therein, there are drivers
who use it. As one of the rising stars in
historic single-seater racing, Ben Stiles
uses a simulator to make his meagre
budget stretch a little bit further.

He put together a PS4-based rig for
under £300 by scouring eBay for
second-hand kit and reckons it paid
for itselfin four race meetings. Stiles
uses the simulator to learn tracks

instead of using expensive testing
time to find his way around.

With no karting background, every
track he went to last year with his
Classic FF2000 Van Diemen RF82
was anew challenge.

“You get a certain amount from
videos but your brain gets more from a
simulator,” Stiles says. “It saved me the
first 10 minutes of testing and allowed
me to jump into the detail of a circuit
straightaway. Now [ use it as arefresher
before every track and currently I’'m
using it to keep involved!”

There is also Edward Cottam.
Learning the 14-mile Nordschleife can
take years and there is no substitute for
laps, but historic racer Cottam says that
using an Xbox has been a major benefit.

“I’veraced there before but using
the simulator to gain experience before
going back definitely helps. The Xbox
is quite adequate for me and I’ve used it
to improve my lap times. It’s a screen, a
wheel and an H-pattern gearbox, which
is more relevant for historics.

“It’s a good value way of learning
classic tracks like the Nurburgring
and Spa and I’m spending up to an hour
aday on it at the moment while business
is shut down.” While his son Oliver
is heading from karting into Junior
Saloons in a Citroen Saxo, Edward
races cars ranging from a Lotus 25 to
an AC Cobraanda BMW 2002.

motorsport-news.co.uk APRIL 82020 19

GRAHAM,
KEILLOH

MOTORSPORT NEWS DEPUTY EDITOR

Dennis Lind: “A perfect mix would be all of
them put in a bag and then shaken well!”

irtually all aspects of
competitiondriving
simulation have
developed exponentially
inrecent times. And this
includes the software. So,
from the range available,
which s the best software
package for a circuit racer to use?

“Itdepends,” Dennis Lind tells MN. And
Lindisagood persontoask. Heisafactory
Lamborghini GT driver in real-life racing,
andaFormula Ford Festival winner. He
also isteam manager of an esports team,
Singularity Racing, and has been driving
onsims since the mid noughties. He
admitstodoingatleast20hours’sim
work preparing forareal-life race.

The software considerations, he says,
hinge on what the particular racerislooking
for. "Assetto Corsa Competizioneisgreat
for us who race inthe SRO championships
because theyalready haveall the tracks;
rFactor2isgreat because they haveavery
very realistic physics engine; iRacingis great
because there’s alot of on-track battles
goingonall the time. So a perfect mix would
beall ofthem putinabagand then shaken
welland then being released asaprogram!

“Itdependsalotonthe person,”Lind
continues. “ForiRacing for sure they nailed
the whole pick-up racingaspect ofit
because basically you canjump onanycar,
any track thatyou preferand there will be
someoneracing it with you because their
userbaseissohuge. AndinrFactor2yougo
inforthe more planned championships
where you have Saturdays where you have
competitionsand throughout the weeks
you have more minded championships
where people have been practising for
weeks forone event. WhereasiniRacing
theyjustjumpintherace andtheykeep
racing until they get better.

“Andthenthere’s Assetto Corsawhichis
quite new, peoplearesstill trying to figure
outwhatexactly to do there butfor
example there’s this [SRO GTI charity event
withloads of racingdriversinandalsoa
few esportstalentsas well.

“Soitcomesdownalottothe person
[andlwhatyou prefertodointerms of
simulators. It's hard to say what exactly
isthe mostrealistic one because all of
them have nailed an aspect of racingand
italldependsonwhatcaryoudriveand
what suits you, what you thinkis realistic.

“It's very much forinterpretation because
you're still missing some feelings when
you'reinthecar.”
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Guy Wilks said the Rally of
Scotland was afavourite

REMEMBERING 'THE BEST
RALLY IN THE WORLD’

Rally of Scotland was the UK's IRC round for three years and
Is still remembered with much fondness. By

nyone who owns
DiRT Rally 2.0
will have enjoyed
testing their
mettle by hurtling
between the trees
on the recently-
released Perth and Kinross
stages. But this is a pleasure
that doesn’t mirror reality,
as no real-life rally has used
these locations since the
one-off McRae Gravel
Challenge did back in 2017.

Perth and Kinross had been a staple
ofthe Scottish Rally when it was a tour
ofthe country and in 1991 became
the sole venue to formulate the Perth
Scottish Rally. This lasted until 1997
when the rally moved to its current
home in Dumfties.

After adormant five-year period for
the area, the McRae Stages moved
north from Lanark in 2002 until
2014 when it ceased to run, utilising
the forests as a National B eventin

_ the Scottish Rally Championship.
The mixed surface wasa Matthew Wilson won the 2008 event
challenge forall runners = inaFord Focus WRC, but this might
e justbe the most overlooked victory in
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Mikkelsen won
thelastin2011

Bogie absolutely
loved the stages

rallying history. As atribute to Colin
McRae, a star-studded entry including
three World Rally champions—Bjorn
Waldegard, Ari Vatanen and Hannu
Mikkola—descended on Perth fora
60-mile event behind the wheel of
historic cars. Fittingly, of them it was
Colin’s brother Alister who was quickest.
The area was, therefore, used to
attracting international stars but not
international championships. Thatall
changed in 2009 when the Rally of
Scotland was born to be a fully-fledged
round of the Intercontinental Rally
Challenge (IRC), forming the final
round of that year’s series. To this day,
itisregarded by many as one of the UK’s
—and indeed the world’s —best events.
Clerk of the course lain Campbell
remembers: “We had 13 months to
organise the event for November 2009
and we had to be in Perthshire and Stirling
because they were additional funding
partners. Apart from that, we had a blank
sheet of paper so we could create our
own organising team [and] we could
more or less create our own route. None
ofus had ever run anything more thana
National B event before and here we
were to run an international rally with

fourhours oflive TV ina series that took
in Argentina, Monte-Carlo, Sanremo and
abitof Scotland. It was mental.”

Iconic forest stages such as Craigvinean,
Drummond Hill, Errochty and Loch Ard
formed the backbone of what would be a
three-year spectacular in the middle of
autumn. As an IRCround, what the entry
lacked in quantity it more than made
up for in quality with world stars
Thierry Neuville, Kris Meeke, Andreas
Mikkelsen, Juho Hanninen, Alister
McRae, Craig Breen, Guy Wilks, Jan
Kopecky, Bryan Bouftier and Toni
Gardemeister all taking part at least once.

Meeke once called the event the best
rally in the world while David Bogie
told Campbell at the time it was the best
gravelrally he has ever done.

“I'would stand by that,” Bogie confirms.
“The firstyear [ did it didn’treally
know whatto expect, [ didn’tknow
ahuge amountabout the IRC [but] [ was
justblown away. It was justa hell ofa
challenge. Atthattime it was alot longer
than [any rally] I had done previously,
and obviously [brought] alot of media
attention. [ was quite overwhelmed by
itall tobegin with.”

Wilks adds: “Looking back, that was

Photos: Eurosport Events
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one of my favourite rallies I’ve ever
done and that speaks volumes. That is
including Rally Finland. I’ve got
to say for those guys at that time to
basically get that off the ground to
makeitan international event and take
itto an international championship must
have been a huge effortand [ would love
to see those stages run with top drivers
now. Itdeservedto goto WRC.”
Friday’s action was held near Perth
and was more familiar to UK-based
competitors, while Saturday’s tests
around Stirling were new to everybody.
Bogie admits there was a big difference
between the two legs but that all the stages
were fantastic. Loch Ard, renamed High
Corriein 2011, was a particular highlight
asagruelling 20-mile challenge.
Hanninen says: “The stages were
fastbutit was not like a big, long straight,
there were still corners and it was quite
flowing. It was high speed but still it was
nice to drive and it was not like stupid
fast. I liked the character of the stages.
“It’s more sandy and gravelly [than
Wales Rally GB]as in GB it’s more
like polished stone or rocky surface
underneath so it’s abit more like gravel

and I really liked those stages,” he
Continued onpage 22
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A Rally of SWcotland
return is unlikely

s aproud
scotsman my
nostalgic senses
are amplified to
11 when talking
about Rally of
Scotland, but
everything
about the event screams
‘throwback’: from the stages
themselves to the sound of the
S$2000 cars and the IRC which
was becoming a genuine threat
to the WRC.

Athrowbackis likely all it will
remain however as any thoughts
ofacomebackappear thwarted.

So much of what made the
eventwork was the support
from Event Scotland and local
councils as ultimately the rally
was as much a commercial
enterpriseasitwasasporting
event.lain Campbell's words,
not mine.

“The eventdidn'tstack up
financially,” he explains, “so
there wasn’'t the appetite from
IMS [MUK's commercialarml to
continue after year three because
itwasn't breaking evenletalone
making money. Event Scotland
had got the mediavalue and
visitor numbers that they were
looking for [tool so it naturally
cametoitsend.”

The existence of the McRae
Stages meantanational-spec
Rally of Scotland was never on
the table.

The crying shame though s that
neither rally still stands today.

It's fair to say the two events
weren't exactly a marriage made
inheaven, running aslittleasa
week apartin 2011 for example,
which perhaps contributed to
the downfall of the McRae Stages
with the stages chewed down
to bedrockin places.

While it's theoretically possible
forarallytoreturntothese
forests, it would take a brave
organising team to establish a
foresteventin this dayandage.

If you want to experience
them, DiRT Rally 2.0looks to
be the onlyanswer.

More’s the pity.
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Hanninen said heenjoyed = .
the nature of the stages

continues. “It was really nice and for sure
itwas a great atmosphere.”

That aforementioned atmosphere was
another major part of Rally of Scotland’s
appeal. The organising team were keen
to make the event distinctly Scottish, so
utilised historic landmarks in Stirling
Castle, Scone Palace and Blair Castle for
ceremonial starts and finishes, service
areas and even special stages. Scone
Palace got the honour of hosting the start
and first ever stages of Rally of Scotland
with the then Scotland First Minister
Alex Salmond in attendance.

“From the drop of the flag [at Scone
Palace], the first stage was only amile
long, but we used to go hammer and
tongs it was bloody brilliant,” Wilks
remembers. “Whataplace to startarally,
especially the Rally of Scotland where
they used to crown the Scottish kings.”

Wilks and newly-crowned IRC
champion Meeke were the stars of the
inaugural event sharing each of the stage

wins between them, but it was Meeke who

prevailed in his Peugeot by 20.7 seconds
over Wilks who had switched froma
Proton to a Skoda UK-backed Fabia
S2000. However the history books
show Wilks as the winner as Meeke

was soon excluded for an underweight
subframe, elevating Alister McRae into

second and Jonny Greer onto the podium.

“Itwasn’tnecessarily a hollow victory
but I knew myself[because] Kris and
I'had fought over many years, [that]

Kris beat me on the stages, [ knew his
car couldn’thave been that faraway
from spec,” Wilks explains.

“I’dbe stupidifIsaid Krisand I
sandbagged because the stage times
showed we went hard but Kris had
already won the championship and
controlled itknock for knock and at the
back of my mind it was ‘don’t toss this
oft’[as [] was told before the startinno
uncertain terms, make sure you get it to
the finish because there could be a full
season nextyear if we getit to the finish
and do a half-decentresult.”

There would be no half-decent result
in 2010 though as the Scandinavians
eased themselves into contention. It was
business as usual to begin with as Meeke

Meeke had won the

IRCin 2009

led from Wilks, but Wilks retired on the
second pass of Drummond Hill and
Meeke punctured before a brake pipe
burstaboard his 207 S2000.

Claiming the 2010 IRC title by merely
starting the event in the absence of team-
mate Kopecky, Hanninen was onalap
ofhonour and after a string of fastest
times, hitthe front and stayed there to
edge Mikkelsen’s Ford Fiesta S2000.

“We had areally good fight,” Hanninen
recalls. “Kris Meeke and Guy Wilks
were both really strong on the start and
I'was losing a bitto them but then I started
tounderstand a bit more those roads and
driving over there and then the times were
getting better and better. [t was anice
feeling when I started to win stages and
ended up leading the rally and winning
thetitle. After adifficultstartto 2010
winning the rally and the title, it was a
really good memory.”

Mikkelsen returned the favourin 2011,
this time in a Skoda, beating Hanninen by
26.4shaving lostby 25.5s 12 months
earlier. With championship points
multiplied by 1.5, the victory teed
Mikkelsen up beautifully for the double-
points final in Cyprus which he duly won.

“I’d done alot of rallying on these types
ofroads so for me it was like doing my
homerally,” Mikkelsen says. “It was
nice to see some of the people I’d been
rallying with before so yeah it was a good
rally, very nice scenery. Always tricky
conditions like italways is, quite slippery,
butIenjoyed it very, very much.

“We had quite a troublesome season in
IRC2011 until the midway point around
Azores where things started to turn and we
were close to winning some rallies but we
didn’t getit,” he adds. “So coming to
Scotland I remember that I was confident
that this was the rally that we could win.
And to take my first win for Skoda UK in
Scotland was really, really cool.”

Mikkelsen would be the final winner
of Rally of Scotland as for 2012 the UK’s
IRCround moved across the Irish Sea
for the Circuit of Ireland Rally. But even
inthose three years, the event firmly
cemented itself'as amodern classic and
boasts anumber of milestones including
Skoda UK’s first win, Proton’s first
podium with its Satria Neo and the UK
debut of the Fiesta S2000 in 2009 with
Matthew Wilson as course car.

“The competitors loved the stages,
they loved the atmosphere, they loved
the historic venues that we went to.
Idon’tspeak to anybody that’s gota
bad word for Rally of Scotland,”
Campbell concludes.

“I’mproud of it. The screenshot on my
phone is still Meeke’s car from 2009
going through Achray so that shows
where Rally of Scotland ranks.” M
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Hanninen won therally
and thelRC titlein 2010

Wilks was promoted to the
victory after 2009 battle
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Anyfanofthe2019 Formula1
season will find Sky Sports F1is
the place to be this week. Every
singlerace of the yearis shown
inoneformoranother, starting
withthe US Grand Prixon
Wednesday (1800hrs-2015hrs).
The proceeding two evenings,
the chaotic Brazilian Grand Prix
(Thursday 1935hrs-2200hrs) and
the seasonfinalein Abu Dhabi
(Friday 1820hrs-2130hrs) are both
showninfull too.

Across the weekend, aone-
hour highlights replay of every
raceis broadcast back-to-back
from1100hrs-2200hrson
Saturdayand1100hrs-2100hrson
Sunday. The German Grand PriX,
arguably the mostaction-packed
race of the year, concludes
Saturday’s viewing withthe
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Hungarian Grand Prix kicking off
onSunday. Thisissplitlate on
Saturday by F1 Classic Races,
highlighting the 2011 Monaco
Grand Prix (2200hrs-0100hrs)
which was Sebastian Vettel's first
triumphinthe principality.

Ifamore succinctand
analytical programme appeals,
F12019 Season Review airs
on Sunday (2100hrs-2200hrs).

As next weekend was meant
to be the Chinese Grand PriXx,
Sky Sports F1is showing plenty
of Chinese racestoo.

Between 1600hrs-2100hrs on
Monday, thereisaone-hour
highlights replay of the 2014-
2018 grands prix with perhaps
the most memorable Chinese
eventofall, the 2007 Chinese
Grand Prix, famous for Lewis
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Seb Ogier’'s night fever! From Nick Murphy

MN picks out highlights of the decade
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Hamilton's woes, airing
afterwards (2100hrs-2315hrs).
The 2010 running of the Chinese
Grand Prix will also be shown on
Tuesday (2100hrs-2330hrs).

The opening rounds of
thisyear's World Rally
Championship can be relived
this week over on BT Sport1.
Thierry Neuville's Monte-Carlo
victory can be remembered on
Wednesday (1800hrs-1900hrs)
before Toyota's resurgencein
Sweden and Mexico is screened
on Friday morning (1000hrs-
1100hrs; 1100hrs-1200hrs).

Esports fans will also be
entertained on Wednesday
with the highlights fromthe
Supercars' All Stars series
shown on FreeSports
(Wednesday, 2000hrs-2200hrs).
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must accompany all advertisements, whether
for publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.
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INEURAMCE BREOK

INSURANCE =

PHONE: 0161 440 7590

quote form on rallycar-insurance.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

IHSURAMECE BROKTR

POLICIES FOR
v" COMPETITION CARS

v" RALLY & RACE CARS
v~ SERVICE VEHICLES

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

» Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

«Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

» Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

= HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

= 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

Trnllnywheelrepairs.numT

Rebuild Timel...

Fast and Reliable Delivery of |
Forged Pistons and Conrods |\

Have the pistons you need, not
G CALL: (0)1462 684300

sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

Cambridge
Motorsport Parts
Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, 5Gé6 |NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES
Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 4 3

Roeoce E xhhaust s

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Like Us

facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

Follow Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts

v

01753532222

£t

Simpson Exhausts

mhe voice of samsimotersporr TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS AND

SERVICES IN OUR NEXT ISSUE
PLEASE CALL PERI

01233 22817153

= ACESPEED

HISTORIC MOTORSPORT

e T =

AceSpeed sell, restore & prepare minis for road, rally, track days & race
championship, as well as supply spares, advice & commission sales.

Also being a full MOT service station
we can repair Minis and other makes
of cars at our fully equipped workshop.

We compete and prepare cars for
Mighty Mini, Super; Extreme Mighty Mini

Championships. Rally, Historic Race, Hillclimbing, Epnntlng, Drag racing and
Auto Testing. We also provide competition and fast road car suspension set up
drawing from our 35 years of experience.

o

Mobile O7TE

www.acespeed.cu.uk
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www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers has been designing
and building trailers at their factory in
Northamptonshire for over 20 years, making
quality, well designed and adaptable products
for industrial, Sports and Leisure markets at
competitive prices.

. :' .I .
sales@woodfordtrailers.com
+44 (0)1327 263384 / 14 GREAT CENTRAL WAY, WOODFORD HALSE, NORTHHANTS NN11 3PZ

NEW DIGITAL GAUGES

3 x 80 mm round gauges

featuring
GPS Speedometer, RPM, Volt, Fuel,
Temp, Oil Pressure including senders

o
'l'!

WWW. DIGITAL-SPEEDOS.CO. UK

01564 775522

www.digital-speedos.co.uk

WEICANIMANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY/ SHAPE

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 150 GALLON
[H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm]

CMB-FT-020R
CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

CUSTOM
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER
+FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm
x L900mm]

- FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 4 GALLON

I Iﬂ’f&m x W250 x
e ,,Ta

CMB-FT-004

CMB-FTO1 T

: CUSTOM - CUSTOM 1 X GENTRAL
X OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE
NECK [BHFFLED]

SIZENSYEAPACITY OF TANK YOU

WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON
[H230mm x W750mm

: Y ‘%\ x L1860mm]
N L. =

"FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [EP&FFLED]

"maﬂmoﬂm%@am VW compbrake.

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x LE00mm]

]

PROJECT |

INLET, 6MM QUTLET
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 MLLGII
[H300mm x W300mm
x L900mm]

e

i =k S) :'J‘
a PROJECT |

CMB-FTO015
CUSTOM
INLET, 6mm OUTLET

com
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Buy Trackside membership today to
get a FREE pair of Heel Tread Socks!

Use code: MSNEWS20

« Buy Trackside membership today for just £24.99
« Motorsport UK's membership for motorsport fans
« Access a wide range of benefits, including discounts on digital motorsport entertainment:

- Motor Sport Magazine - Autosport Magazine - WRC+ All Live
- GP Racing - Porter Press International - Readly
- Motorsport UK’'s monthly feature and news maqgazine, Revolution

Access a wide range of benefits, including discounts on digital motorsport entertainment:

B wect i Ready
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Automotive ¢ 7

Gaskets & Seals é" E{

CBR can offer full
Engine Builds from
Fast Road to full Race

Fully Equipped
Workshop with;-

* In-house Ultra-Sonic
Parts Cleaning

e In-house Super
Finishing Process

* /In-house
Dyno Testing

www.cometicgaskets.co.uk
Craig Beck Racing Ltd .

= G3H7E 41 HID . Tel: 016?8 779 119

E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk NS info@cometicgaskets.co.uk

www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

8600rpm, valve speed 6.58m/sec

Historic Racing
Welcome to our showroom

A winning history of over 25 years

Book your podium place early:
Contact us now on 01303 248666
Free Technical Support

THE ART OF PRECISION GRINDING
www.kentcams.com
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orranje.co.uk

MINI Performance Parts, MINI Tuning & MINI Styling Products,
for MINI Enthusiasts by MINI Enthusiasts.

Orranje Performance offer quality and affordable parts
to help you build your perfect Modified MINI.

@OrranjeP @ @O0rranjeP @ /OrranjePerformance @ #orranje

a,D

o T RN ST B EX)

. - -
=

=== ['MIN

—_— ."--.._____.- -

LEAP —
JOHN COOPER
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JLM Catalytic Exhaust Cleaner

Dedicated Petrol and Diesel Additives

Part Number J02370

Increases Performance E: Increases Performance

Reduces Engine Noise ” Save Money

Improves Starting . Cleans Entire Fuel
Performance 7 System Inc Injectors

Cetane Booster " Octane Booster

Actively Promotes . Improves Catalytic
DPF Regeneration ="  Converter Performance

For more information or to place an order contact Kalimex today
WWW . KALIMEX.CO.UK | ENQUIRIES@KALIMEX.CO.UK | TEL: 0800 783 3717

Driving your journey
The Worlds Leading
Historic Mini Specialist

e e

Swiftune Classic Heritage M&f

Swiftune Mirror
- Brackets

www.swiftune.com

+44 (0)1233 850843 | sales@swiftune.com



30 APRIL 8 2020 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 01233 228753

MARKETPLACE :

WWW.DICEIESWOREWEAR.COM or visit a distributor near you ’
Dickies is & trademark of Williarson-Dickie, & division of VF Guldoor, LLC Under lieence to Williamson-Dickie Europe LT0. © Willizrmson-Dickie, a division of VF Quidoar, LLC AN nights reserved FIND us DN su BIAL' @ nIEKIEswu HKWEAH
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WEB DIRECTORY

DRY SUMP

PAC

OIL PUMPS & DRY SUMP SYSTEMS

www.pacepumps.co.uk

Ml - C.:to
GroupBmotorsport.com
Builder Street, Llandudno. LL30 1DR
sales@groupbmotorsport.com
01492 339574

TRACK CLASSIC
DAY MOTORSPORT

&

AUTHORISED

MODERN REPAIR CENTRE

MOTORSPORT

GEARBOXES

Rally & Race Gearboxes,
GearKits, LSD’s and Driveshafts

01782280136 F: 01782 268913

sales(@eliteracingtransmissions.com

Lally Desiqn

www.rallydesign.co.uk
01221192192

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Vehicle
wiring
FProducts

—
0115 930 5454

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk

COMETIC

A BNKETLT

e

Craig Beck Racing Ltd

1. 07876 221 932

E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk

www.cometicgaskets.co.uk
Tel: 01638779 119
info@cometicgaskets.co.uk

l 1 /
T E >xFfraagerF =
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

@ 'Follow Us {j Like Us

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
01753532222 Simpson

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

Exhausts

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACE & RALLY PARTS

BURTON

The POWER to Perform

020 8518 9136

www.burtonpower.com

RACE & RALLY PARTS

/ N\ Passionate About Motorsport
CompBrake
www.compbrake.com
+44(0) 1744 895 888
\ Please visit our website for a free catalogue /

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & companents for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: shdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T +44 (0) 208 391 0121

a ) 33,
I\ COMPOMOTIVE The Strength of Expenence speedhne
www.WOODFORDTRAILERS. com ekl e e el e Gt s 1) 105
Tel: +44(0)1327 263384 '"“'g‘c‘)";;’g‘h“;ﬁg‘g AN - .
\ sales@woodfordtrailers.com ) W00 A4 7002 50818 Sebeiomnre ik e-mell: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk

Richard Rowe

Account Director

T: +44 (0) 1233 228 151

E: richard@tandemmedia.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Peri Smith

Account Manager
T: +44 (0) 1233 228 753
E: perianne@tandemmedia.co.uk

Andy Welch

Advert Production Manager
T: +44 (0) 1233 220 245

E: MN@tandemmedia.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
IN OUR NEXT ISSUE PLEASE CALL PERI SMITH
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