 Airfields of Wales

During World War Two most RAF aircrew spent a few weeks at

one or other of the many training bases in Wales; whilst

operational squadrons flew anti-shipping and maritime patrol

missions from Wales.

IN THE FIRST part of our
World War Two airfields
gazetteer (FlyPast August
1995) we looked at the airfields
of Scotland, with the
conclusion that training and
maritime operations were the
primary functions of the 92
bases listed. The same
conclusion can be drawn
concerning the airfields
featured in this part — for the
same basic reasons; firstly,
that these airfields were remote
from the main German attacks

and thus safer for flying
training (as well as freeing up
stations in the main combat
zone); and, the need to base
maritime patrol aircraft at

suitable locations to cover the
Atlantic convoy routes, =
INCIDENCE OF OMID LETTESS SEOKMOLM, '@ :
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storage and preparation. As
can be seen from the map on
page 59, the majority of airfields were around the coast —
the interior of Wales being hostile terrain for aircraft, as
evidenced by the many wrecks in such locations as
Snowdonia.

The following gazetteer of airfields covers only those active
during World War Two (and it is worth noting that many were in
use BEFORE their official opening date). It is intended only as a
brief introduction to the location and basic role(s) of the airfield.
Whilst a small number, such as Valley and St Athan are still active
RAF airfields and others are thriving civilian airports, such as
Rhoose (Cardiff), the vast majority have returned to the agricultural
land from whence they were constructed.

Even amongst these disused sites there often exists evidence
of their former usage — a stretch of runway, a building or two
— and many are well worth a visit in order to try to visualise the
scenes of 50 years ago. However, with a few exceptions, they
are now private land and if you want to get a closer view (than
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Extract from a wartime map showing the airfields in the southern part of Wales before the major
building programme that saw many new locations open up in 1941,

that available from a public road) then it is essential to get
permission from the landowner. To help the reader determine
the location of the airfield, each entry includes a map reference
for use with a 50,000 scale Ordnance Survey map (such as the
Landranger series) which are readily obtainable from book
shops and some newsagents. For those who are not sure how
to plot the co-ordinates, there is an explanation on the side of
the Landranger maps.

The best single reference remains Action Station No 3 (Wales),
by David Smith and published by PSL.

For decodes of abbreviations (although most are included in the
text where appropriate) and for Orders of Battle, the best reference
is The Source Book of the RAF by Ken Delve, published by Airlife.

(NOTE: Similar gazetteers will be published for other regions of
the UK and overseas in FlyPast during 1996 — if you have
photographs that can be used for these features then the Editor
would be delighted to receive them!)
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217 Sqn Tiger Moth MW-4 (N6839) at Carew Cheriton in early
1940. (Andy Thomas)

1. ABERPORTH

(map 145- SN255495)

Opened December 1940 for
use by Anti-Aircraft Co-
operation units in association
with the nearby gunnery ranges
of Cardigan Bay (a role still
performed today). By mid 1942,
Air Observer Schools were
running detachments from the
airfield. Like so many of these
coastal airfields, Aberporth also
received a fair number of lost or
‘sick’ aircraft.

Major units - 595 Sqn.

2. ANGLE

(map 158- SM860015)

Planned as a deployment base
for 10 Group aircraft, Angle
opened in December 1941.
Convoy protection and offensive
rhubarbs were flown by the
various detached units. Some
use by Coastal Command and
Fleet Air Arm (FAA) units, as
well as airborne forces from
January 1943.

Major units: 32, 152, 263, 312,
412, 421, 615 Sqns, CCDU
(Coastal Command
Development Unit).

3. BEAUMARIS

(map 114- SH610775)

Never a major airfield,
Beaumaris was used by
Saunders-Roe as a ‘safe’ location
at which to carry out
modification work on newly
delivered Catalinas.

4. BODORGAN

(map 114- SH385685)

Opened in September 1940 for
the Queen Bees of 1 AACU in
association with the Ty-Croes
range. As with most of the
Welsh airfields, Bodorgan
hosted a number of other
temporary detachments. From
spring 1941 the airfield was used
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by 48 MU for aircraft storage.
Major Units: 1 AACU, 577,
650 Sqns.

5. BRAWDY

(map 157- SM850250)

Although a well-known
postwar airfield, Brawdy played
little part during World War
T'wo, not opening until February

1944 for use by 517 Met
Squadron — although the landing
ground had been used previously
by units from St Davids.

Major unit: 517 Sqn.

6. CAREW CHERITON

(map 158- SN055030)

Having been used in the
prewar period the airfield was
officially opened in summer
1939 for use by Coastal
Command. As such it became
an important base for long-
range fighter patrols by
Beaufighters over the Irish Sea.
July 1942 brought a transfer to
Training Command plus
additional use by an AACU unit
and as an Armament Practice
Camp (APC). Another change
in October saw Carew Cheriton
transferred to Technical
Training Command.

Major units: CCDU, 217, 236,
252, 254, 320, 321 Sqpns.
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7. CHEPSTOW

(map 171- ST520965)

This site at the racecourse was
first used from May 1941 by 19
MU (St Athan) but was later
(February 1942) transferred to
38 MU (Llandow) after which
its major ‘customers’ were
Spitfires. It was returned to use
as a racecourse in March 1945,

8. DALE

(map 157- SM795065) '

Opened in June 1942 as a
satellite for Talbenny, Dale
was used by a number of
Wellington units; however,
from 1943 the main user was
the CCDU. September 1943
saw the airfield transferred to
the FAA as HMS Goldcrest to
be the air station for the RN
Air Direction Centre at
nearby Kete. Dale was
primarily used for twin-
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Site plan of Brawdy.

engined conversion flying.
Major units: 304, 794 Sqns.

9. FAIRWOOD
COMMON

(map 159- S§570915)

One of the busiest, albeit with
short-duration detachments,
airfields in Wales and the home
of over 50 fighter squadrons
(most for a matter of days or at
most, weeks). Planned use was
as a base for 10 Group units
both for fighter and ASR.
From June 1944 the base
performed a support/training
role, including APC.

Major units: 79, 125, 263
Sgns; most others of very short
duration.

10. HAVERFORDWEST

(map 157- SM955190)

Opened November 1942 for
use by 3 Operational Training
Unit (OTU) but not in full use
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until the following June. Also
used by a variety of other
training units.

Major units: 3 OTU, 7 OTU,
4 RFU (Refresher Flying Unit).

11. HAWARDEN

(map 117- §J350650)

Still active and well known as
the home for many years of the
BAe Mosquito, Hawarden
opened in the late 1930s as a
shadow factory for the
production of Wellington
bombers. The first aircraft
(L7770) was produced in
September 1939 and by the end
of the war some 5,500 aircraft
had rolled off the production
line. Extensive use was also
made by fighter and fighter-
recce OTUs; the airfield also
had a ‘Battle Flight’ of three
Spitfires to protect the factory
site. Hawarden was home to 3
Ferry Pilots Pool in addition to

to Care & Maintenance in
October 1943.

a variety of other short-term
visitors, including FAA
squadrons, on training
detachments. In June 1944 the
factory began Lancaster

14. LLANBEDR

(map 124- SH570260)

Opened June 1941 as a
forward airfield for fighter
detachments to counter German
bomber activity around the Irish
Sea area. However, initial use of
the airfield was by detachments
of the AONS, the first fighter
unit eventually arriving in
October 1941. Llanbedr’s

production.

12. HELL'S MOUTH

(map 123- SH270285)

Opened in 1937 for
Armament Training Camp
(ATC), but the poor weather
factor caused its early
abandonment. It was later re-
opened as an RLG (Relief location adjacent to the
Landing Ground) for Flying Cardigan Bay air-to-air ranges
Training Command, being used  made it ideal for detachments
by 9 OAFU at Penrhos. using those ranges, and as such,
the airfield was usually home to
a short-term detachment,
including USAAF units.

13. LAWRENNY FERRY

(map 157- SN010062)

Operating as a seaplane base
under the control of Lee-on-
Solent from mid 1941, although
it was not until the following
February that it became HMS

15. LLANDOW
(map 170- SS960715)
Although the airfield had

limited prewar use it only came

Daedalus II. 1t was a short-lived  into its own in April 1940 for
period and the base was reduced  use as an aircraft storage unit by

Llandow in May 1944 is crowded with aircraft, note the two
‘roads’ leading towards the top of the photograph as both have
dispersal sites on either side.

Beuﬂghte VA-S Herrs Content of 125 (Newfoundland) Sqn at
Fairwood Common in autumn 1942, (IWM via Andy Thomas)
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1. RAF ISSUE MK3C FLYING HELMETS. Issued from the early 70's to the early 9%0's, this is the
classic RAF issue flying helmet, used by the flight crews of the LIGHTNING, JAGUAR, HUNTER,
BUCCANEER, TORNADO, HARRIER, etc & considered by many to be the first all round RAF high
altitude fast jet & rotary wing helmet. These helmets are completely refurbished, over 100 component
parts are removed, checked & replaced if necessary. The avionics are fitted with a new wiring loom &
single pin NATO jackplug. The helmet is re-sprayed (5 coats) in your choice of matt green or matt grey &
comes complete with twin clear & tinted visors & visor cover, The interior has a full avionics system, a 4
piece padded liner & fully adjustable harness. Included in the price is a current issue P-Type oxygen m.hla
complete with hose, mike, lead & plug, new faceplate & rubber (no valves)............ i
The MK3C Helmet is also available fitted with a new single arm AIRMED boom mike ........ .i-.z.& 5

Prices include next day UK. delivery. These helmets are bench tested & working & are probably m best examples
available of this classic RAF helmet.
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2. NEW DRI(' INAL lSAI- ISSIIF RANDOLPH :\\«'L—\T()R ‘al \(.[1‘\.&%‘% I'Iu Classic Aviator style,

mil. spec. HGU 4/P S25948, bayonet frame, crushproof cas
0 23k Gold 58mm grey 3 lens 0 Black Chrome 58mm grey
{ 23k Gold 58mm tan 3 lens ¢ Bright Chrome 58mm grey 3 ens........c s
0 23k Gold 58mm Polarised grey lens

3. RANDOLPH CHALLENGER SUNGLASSES complete with crushproof case
0 23k Gold 58mm grey 3 lens ¢ 23k Gold 58mm tan 3 lens .. ..£43.99-£2P&P
4. RAY-BAN AVIATOR SUNGLASSES by BAUSCH & LOMB. Famous the world over, Complete
with crushproof case, available in the following:
0 23k Gold 58mm G15 grey lens 0 Black Chrome 58mm grey 1ens..........ocsmmnnnn £49.994£2 P&P
0 23k Gold 58mm high contrast tan lens £53.99+£2 P&P
5. NEW USAF PILOTS' HELMET BAGS. Sage green nylon, padded with various pockets, zip top. Ideal
for all those bits and pieces................. £23.99 + £2P&P
6. NEW RAF ISSUE LEATHER FLYING GLOVES. Current aircrew issue. Made in soft capeskin
sweat-resistant leather, elasticated wrist, colour white, Sizes 7 to 10.
COMPANE OUT PHCE...crsrmismasserssssemsasessassassssssssssirso £24.99 + £1 P&P
7. ORIGINAL USAF FLYING GLOVES TYPE GS/FRP-2. Current issue for USAF aircrews, soft grey
leather palm with sage green (NOMEX) back, elasticated wrist, or in all black
Size XS, £15 + £1 P&P
89,10 £24.99 + £1 P&P
Overseas customers please order by credit card and correct postage will be added
Cheques and POs made out to MART AVIATION. We accept ACCESS/VISA/
EUROCARD/MASTERCARD. Credit card telephone/fax orders accepled.

All goods covered by our money back guarantee. .
=

available in the following:

£39.99:£2P&P
£53.99-L2P&P

HULL HU6 7NF. TEL/FAX: 01482 341760.

MART AVIATION, PO BOX 39,
EN(E)

EST. 1975.

MODERN

TECHNOLOGY AND TACTICS

» Modern Fighter
Aircraft Technology
and Tactics

Into combat with today's

fighter pilots

Anthony Thornborough

Written in layman’s

Ian uage, this is a detailed,

ulti-national analysis of
today 5 mlhta?( aviation,
including pre-flight planning, missions and hardware.

Hardback, 238 x 169mm, 204pp, 158 illustrations . . .£17.99

4 International

IRCTRGUON Air Band Radio

R BAND RADIC Handbook

HANDBOO The guide to world-wide air traffic control
~ - David J. Smith - This entirely new book

. explains how air traffic control is regulated
internationally and includes details of each
4 country's system, together with the radio
frequendies for all major airports.
¥~ | Paperback, 216 x 159mm,
w2 | 192pp, 31 llustrations ........... £9.99

P The USAF at War
From Pearl Harbor to
the Present Day
Martin W. Bowman
Spanning from 1941 to the present day and
spiced with first-hand anecdotes, thisis a
tribute to the US Air Force's global role.
Hardback, 246 x 189mm,

192pp, 185 illustrations . ..... £19.99

4 RAF Marham

The operational history of Britain's
front-line base

Ken Delve - The first full history of
RAF Marham, looking at its key role
during both world wars, right up to
its present day activities with the
United Nations.

Hardback, 246 x 189mm, 200pp,

150 illustrations, 8pp colour ..£19.99

P> Aircraft for the Many

A detailed survey of the RAF's aircraft in
June 1944

Michael J. F. Bowyer - The result of years
of meticulous research, this book, from an
internationally respected aviation author,
is a comprehensive assessment of the
RAF's contribution to the D-Day landings.
Hardback, 234 x 156mm, 320pp,

AIRCRAFT

165 illustrations . .............. £19.99
TS NI  Britain's Modern Royal
I OYAL AIR Air Force 4

FORCE

Peter F. Guiver

Here, in a single volume, is a
comprehensive review of the RAF in

| the mid-1990s, both in the air and on
the ground.

Hardback, 246 x 189mm, 224pp,

8pp colour, 171 illustrations . .£19.99

Patrick Stephens Limited

PSL aviation books are available from all leading bookshops & specialist mail order
outlets or, in case of difficulty, direct from:

Haynes Publishing, Sparkford, Nr Yeovil, Somerset BA22 7). Tel: 01963 440635,
Please add £2.50 per order for carriage, cheques made payable to “Haynes Publishing”
PSL is an imprint of Haynes Publishing. Prices and availability correct at ime of going to press
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Pembrey was home to a number of squadrons on temporary
detachment; here, an 83 Sqn Hampden visits the airfield in

September 1939.

38 MU. However, from July
1941,53 OTU ran a
detachment at Llandow and this
training role became increasingly
important. July 1943 brought 3
OAPU (Overseas Aircraft -
Preparation Unit) to the airfield
and opened a two-year
association with Coastal
Command aircraft.

16. LLANDWROG

(map 115- SH435590)

Opened January 1941 for 9
AGS (Air Gunnery School)
along with a variety of other
detachments. By June 1942 it
was in use as a satellite to 9

———

(O)AFU Penrhos. From mid
1943 it was also home to the
RAF Mountain Rescue Service.

17. MANORBIER

(map 158- §5075975)

Opened prewar for AACU use
but weather problems tended to
limit its use. It was also home to
the Pilotless Aircraft Unit
(PAU) throughout the war.

Major unit: PAU.

18. MONA

(m;lp 114- SH410760)

The original plan for Mona to
be the home of 6 AGS was

changed when, in December

July 1_, 1942, and an Air Officer Commanding'’s inspection of 209

Sqn at Pembroke Dock.

e
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Sunderland L5802, 95 Sqn, at Pembroke Dock, May 1941.

(Andy Thomas)
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1942, 3 AGS arrived with their
Blackburn Bothas and assorted
other aircraft. However, this
unit was soon replaced by 8
(O)AFU who then became the
major users of the airfield.
Other residents included a
detached flight of 776
Squadron.

Major units: 3 AGS, 8
(O)AFU.

19. PEMBREY

(map 159- SN403035)

Opened May 1940 for use by
fighter detachments, the first of
which was 92 Squadron who

21. PENGAM MOORS

(map 171- §T215770)

Opened 1931 as Cardift
Municipal Airport but then
taken over by the RAF for
wartime use, initially for 614
Army Co-operation
Squadron. From February
1940 used by 43 MU for
aircraft preparation and this
remained an important aspect
of Pengam Moors throughout
the war. Various other units
and detachments used the
airfield from time to time,
including an AACU from
November 1940.

4

Hurricanes of ‘B’ Flight, 312 Sqn, at Penrhos in December 1940.
(Andy Thomas)

arrived in the June. Activity
increased in June 1941 with the
arrival of an AGS and during
the remainder of the war many
hundreds of aircrew trained at
Pembrey. The most famous
incident was June 23, 1942,
when an Fw 190 landed at the
airfield; Fw 190A-3 of I11/]G2,
flown by Oberleutnant Arnim
Faber, had taken off from
Morlaix to intercept a Spitfire
raid but then fell victim to a
gross navigational error. This
RAF prize was given the serial
MP499 and was used by the
RAe on tests.

Major units: 32, 79, 92, 238,
248, 256, 316 Sqns.

20. PEMBROKE DOCK

(map 158- SM960040)

An important flying-boat base
that opened in 1930; by 1939 it
was home for two Sunderland
squadrons. It remained a major
base for such aircraft throughout
the war and as well as its RAF
units it hosted various other
detachments, including the
Catalinas of VP-63.

Major units: 10 RAAF, 95,
119, 209, 210, 228, 230, 240,
320, 422, 461 Sqns.

22. PENRHOS

(map 123- SH335335)

Another of the Welsh airfields
associated with training,
Penrhos opened in February
1937 for 5 Armament Training
Camp, using offshore targets for
bombing and gunnery. From
September 1939 it was home of
9 Air Observer School (later 9
B&GS, later 9 [O]AFU); it also
received a number of fighter
detachments.

23. RHOOSE

(map 171- ST064674)

Opened autumn 1941 for 53
OTU who were in full residence
by the following April. Aftera
hectic period of aircrew training,
the unit left in May 1943 and
Rhoose was quiet until the
following February when 7 AGS
began to use it as a satellite field.
From November the airfield was
also used by 40 Group for
storage.

Major units: 53 OTU, 7 AGS.

24. RUDBAXTON

(map 157- SM970205)

Another airfield that suffered a
poor weather factor and so saw
less than the planned usage,
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All prices include VAT. Call for free catalogue.
(including the above) send four 1st class stamps to address below. P

Gift Vouchers Available.
@33 Frequency Guide with all Scanners.

Annual exhibition of the
Aviation and Railway Art of Keith Hill at Rushden Hall.
OQur annual exhibition this year will display over
50 paintings and prints and will run from
Tuesday 28th November until Sunday 3rd December.
Opening times: Tues-Fri 11am-4pm, Sat-Sun 10am-5pm
(entrance and car park via St. Mary’s Avenue)

Keith Hill Studios,
24 St. Peter's Ave, Rushden, Northants NN10 6XW.
Tel: 01933 50283.
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AIRSCENE Military, commercial and aerospace industry news from around the NOVEMBER 1995 £2.45 YOL4P Ne §
world, with the major stories highlighted.

DUBAI PREVIEW Dubai ‘95 will be the biggest airshow yet in Dubai with around
500 companies from 34 nations taking part and some 95 aircraft on show, either
statically or in the daily flying display.

FOKKER 70...FELLOWSHIP TOO Paul Relman charts the development of the
Fokker 100's little brother, which entered revenue passenger service this year.

THE EXTINCT BISON In the second instalment of a three-part feature, Bill 7 H
Gunston and Yefim Gordon describe the M-4. ¢ Hussmn "ﬂmE[s
NORTHWEST IS NORTHBEST As Geoffrey P Jones reports, this profit-making
airline has earned a new sobriquet.

FELINE CLAWS Dr David Baker traces the ancestry of the Grumman Tomcat.
FORCE DE FRAPPE With France's controversial resumption of nuclear testing in
the international spotlight, George Paloczi-Horvath presents an exclusive review of the
French air-delivered nuclear weapon programme.

HISTORY OF IN-FLIGHT REFUELLING Dave Allport charts the development of
this vital function.

HIGH TIDE René | Francillon records the first use of in-flight refuelling to extend the
range of large formations of tactical aircraft.

THE NEW RUSSIAN TRAINERS Russia’s latest indigenous trainers, described by i} HlSI[}W of In~ﬂlgm
Roy Braybrook. F
WORLDWIDE ARMY AVIATION CENSUS Dave Allport details the current udiALUL}

inventories of army aviation units worldwide.

FLYING WING HOMECOMING Some 45 years after it last flew, the Northrop
N9MB again took to the air at Edwards AFB. Frank B Mormillo reports.

FIGHTER A TO Z Continuing the AIR International encyclopaedia of the world's
fighter aircraft — this month covering the VL Pyérremyrsky, Vought FU-I, Vought
XF2U-1, Vought V-80 and Yought XF3U-1.

TALKBACK Readers’ letters and photographs on subjects carried in past issues of
the magazine and of general interest.

AT NEWSAGENTS NOW!

fokker 70 in Defnil
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erected in 1944.)
Major unit: 19 MU.

27. ST DAVIDS

(map 157- SM790255)

The original plan was for a US
Navy facility but when St
Davids opened in September
1943 it was taken on by Coastal
Command and used for anti-
submarine detachments. The
following February a satellite
ficld was opened at Brawdy, a
reflection of the importance of
the ASW role from this area.

Major units: 53, 58, 206, 220,
502, 517 Sqns.

28. SEALAND

(map 117- 5J230700)

Having seen extensive use
prewar, Sealand became a
fighter OTU during World War
Two; however, its role as home
to a number of MUs was of vital
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importance, work by 30 MU
included the ‘slip wing’
Hurricane. By January 1941 the
training role had taken on
greater significance with a
variety of units, including 24
EFTS training naval pilots.
Major units: 5 SFT'S, 30 MU,

36 MU, 47 MU, 19 EFTS, 24
EFTS, 6 AACU, 577 Sqn.

29. STORMY DOWN

(map 170- SS840795)

During its period as home of 9
ATC the site was known as
Porthcawl but in 1940 it took on
the title of Stormy Down. Primary
role remained that of training with
target towing for air-to-air
gunnery. The airfield was also
used as the I'T'W (Initial Training
Wing) for French airmen.

Major units: 9 ATC, 7 AOS

Site plan of St Davids.

Rudbaxton opened in April
1941 as an SLG for 38 MU
(Llandow). By late 1942 it had
been decided to abandon the
airfield and it was duly de-
requisitioned in July 1943.

25. STATHAN

(map 170- ST005685)

Opened in September 1938 for
4 SoTT (School of Technical
T'raining) and rapidly became (as
it still is) one of the major RAF
airfields in Wales. Used by 19
MU for aircraft storage but also
from spring 1941 responsible for
SLGs at St Brides and
Chepstow. Very wide range of
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aircraft types in store, often
hundreds at any one time; 32
MU was in residence for aircraft
conversion and preparation work.
Various detachments by training
units but the MU work was (and
is) the most significant element.
Major units: 11 Gp Fighter
Pool, 4 SoTT, 19 MU, 32 MU,
School of Air Navigation, 12
Radio School (RS), 14 RS.

26. ST BRIDES

(map 170- §5900735)

One of the SLGs for St
Athan, it opened April 1941 for
storage dispersal but never given
major facilities. (Robin hangars

(later 7 B&GS), 40 ITW.
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Admiralty Type F aeroplane shed still surviving at Stormy Down
in 1982. (Paul Francis)
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Talbenny in May 1944 looks almost like
most of the dispersal areas have occupants.
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Valley as seen on May 11, 1944, by a 105 OTU
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30. TALBENNY

(map 157- SM835110)

Opened May 1942 for 19
Group, Coastal Command
for ASW operations over the
Bay of Biscay; as such it had
an intensive year of
operations before being
transferred, in October 1943,
to Transport Command. Its
location also meant that
Talbenny received a large
number of diverted aircraft.

Major units: 248, 304, 311
Sqgn, 11 FTU, 303 FTU, 4
APC, 3 OADU.

31. TEMPLETON

(map 158- SN100110)

Opened in January 1943 for
306 FTU with its task of
ferrying Coastal Command
aircraft. Other users included 3
OTU’s Anson flight and, from

Illsid.t;:r(Ancrly Thomﬁs)

summer 1944, the glider-towing
595 Squadron.

Major units: 3 OTU, 8 OTU,
306 FT'U, 595 Sqn.

I -

Beaufighter of 96 Sqn at Wrexham May 1942, (Andy Thomas)

32. TOWYN

(map 124- SH575015)

Another AACU airfield,
Towyn opened autumn 1940 with
the standard equipment of Queen
Bee target aircraft of 1 AACU.
In May 1945 the airfield was
transferred to Technical Training
Command but was closed two
months later.

Major units: 1 AACU, 1605 Flt
(later 631 Sqn).

33. VALLEY

(map 114- SH305755)

Still 2 major RAF airfield,
Valley opened in February 1941
as a 9 Group sector station for
fighter detachments covering
industrial cities in NW England.
Numerous day and night fighter
squadrons rotated through the
base and there was usually an
ASR unit also in residence.

1943 saw major work on runway
construction as Valley had been
chosen as a ferry terminal for the
USAAF transatlantic route. At
the end of the war this worked
in reverse and many hundreds of
American bombers went home
via Valley.

Major units: 125, 131, 219, 242,
275, 312, 315, 350, 445, 615
Sqns, 414 NFS (USAAF), 1528
BATF.

34. WREXHAM

(map 117- SJ365525)

Opened June 1941 as an AACU
for 9 Group, having originally
been planned as a fighter station.
Spring 1943 transferred to Flying
Training Command and extensive
use by a number of units.

Major units: AACU, 96, 285,
577 Sqns, 5 PAFU, 11 PAFU,
17 PAFU.

The airfields of Northern Ireland will be featured in the February

issue of FlyPast - we ran out of space this time!
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Yeotor Fine  brtfints

Robert Taylor

Raiders on the Rampage (new print)................ .. 180
Escort for the Straggler (RAF edition) . E180
High Patrol (remarque)..... PO.A

Home Run (artist proof).
Return of the Belle ...
Victory Salute..............
Eagles High....
St. Croix sur Mer (remarque)
Hurricane Force (remarque)
Fourth Fighter Patrol .........

Lightning Strike.......
Hostile Sky (remarqu
Aces of the Western Front....
Gathering Storm (remarque).
Hartman Tribute (artist proof)
Winter's Welcome ..o
Stuka (remarque) Pt
Zemke's Wolfpack (remarque)
Broken Silence ........... i

Zero Encounter (remarque

Eagles out of the Sun (General’s edition) ............... a0 LI S £630
Nicolas Trudgian

Return of the Hunters ... R,
September Victory .. £200
Dawn Chorus .......... X210

Tangmere Hurricanes.
Jolly Rogers (remarque) .
Bomber Force —— . s
Advance into Ei ' o< b il e st S £300
Day of the Fighters (remarque).. X250
Tiger Fire (remarque).................
Mustangs over the Med (remarque) ..
Winter Patrol (artist proof).........cuunmieunmimssmisssssmsssissssss £200
This is just a small selection of the prints we have available,

For more information contact:
VECTOR FINE ART PRINTS,
1 HAWKSWOOD DRIVE, HAILSHAM,
EAST SUSSEX BN27 1UP
TEL: 01323 846877

NOW YOU CAN OWN THE
PILOT COMMANDER
CHRONOGRAPH EVEN IF
YOUDONTFLYA ===
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FIGHTER JET!

This supremely accurate A

high tech timepiece has i

many functions; six

hands, four dials, twin

push buttons, rotating

bezel, recessed face,

luminescent hands,

highlighted sweep,

split second and

elapsed time, stainless -~

steel band, mineral

ens, and precision VD55 quartz movement made by

SEIKO. This attention-getter is a solid investment

that promises to increase in value. Not available

anywhere else. Gift boxed. Satisfaction guaranteed. 10

year warranty. £ 150 value...Only £79.89 + £3 p

SAME DAY SHIPPING. Send cheque or money order

to: Flight Group 1

49 Graham Road Dept FP12 Wimbledon London SW19 3SW
CREDIT CARD ORDERS PHONE OR FAX: 0181-543 5559

from outside UK CALL : 44181 543 5559

(the only official video of this unique show)

Sally B - The Flying Memorial

This documentary on the history of Britain's
famous B-17 Flying Fortress Sally B was filmed
in 1991 o commemorate the air show's ten
glorious years at West Malling and is released
in 1995 to coincide with the B-17's 50th
birthday and 20th anniversary of its arrival in
the UK. It is a story of love, tragedy, §
dedication and team spirit, telling how this B- 7§
17 has been kept flying for 20 years in the UK
against all odds! You will meet the crew and
team and see the professionalism and
determination which radiates from them and
from all members of the support team - to the
loyal supporters club members, as they all
strive towards one goal - to keep her flying! It
also goes behind the scene of the 10th and
final Great Warbirds Air Display at West
Malling with a host of vintage and veteran
aircraft and including the magnificent Red Arrows/Vulcan
formation. Filmed by a feature film team lead by Eric Rattray.

Price - £17.95 plus £2 p&p

Approx running time ¢ach video 52 minutes - VHS Sterco to broadeast standard
Pl |

Name

Address

Postcode

'NOW AVAILABLE ON VIDEO -

Sally B - The Flying Memorial and - Thel1994 Great Warbirds D-Day Air Display

B.17 PRESERVATION PRESENTS The Great Warbirds D-Day Air Display
THIE A unique film by HTV of the 13th Great
I V] ‘F/ |] w Warbirds D-Day Air Display at the Science
f‘ "'l' 0 1 |Museum’s Airfield, Wroughton over the
weekend of 11/12 June 1994, The Great
D DAY Warbirds D-Day Air Display pays tribute to this
anniversary in the finest Great Warbirds
(P s tradition with its own mixture of aviation
nostalgia and spectacular set pieces of aviation
' history including massed formations of
fighters, bombers and transport aircraft.
Warbirds ranging from the fragile Sopwith
Camel of World War One to the awesome
Tornadoes and Jaguars of modern day - there
was something for everyone in the 6 hour long
{ daily flying programme. There is no Great
Warbirds Air Display in 1995, so make sure to
get your copy of the last one held at
Wroughton.
Price - £15.95 plus £2 p&p

All proceeds from the sale of the videos go towards keeping Sadly' B flving

Price £17.95 and £15.95 plus £2 p&p each (Europe and USA £4) Allow 21 days for delivery.
Available only from B-17 Preservation.: B-17 Preservation, P O Box 132, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 3YB. ‘Tel. 01293 883215, Fax 01293 882908

Quantity | Amount p&p Total

The Flyin;
Memoria

Great
Warbirds

I enclose payment of & Payable to B-17 Preservation

e e B D Y

FlyPast December

67




