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ByDavidEvans

Justhoursafterclinchinghis
sixthworld title,Sebastien
Ogieradmittedhedidwonder
whyhe’ddecidedto leave
MalcolmWilson’sM-Sport
FordWorldRallyTeam.

Ogier’sfifthplaceonRally

Australiawasenoughforhimto

takeanemotionalandincredible

victoryafterthemostcompetitive

seasoninadecade.Ogieradmitted

hewasunsurewhenhejoined

M-Sportforthestartof last

season,describingthemove

asagamble–butonewhich

paidoff handsomely.

“Ididn’tknowwhattoexpect,”

OgiertoldMotorsportNews.“How

couldI?ButwhenIsigned,Iwould

havesignedforlessthanthis.

It’sbeenincredible, justan

incrediblejourney.

“Ihavetosay,it’sveryhardtosay

Iamleaving,butit’slike…leaving

agirlyoulove;whyarewedoing

that?Whynowwhenweachieve

everythinginthelasttwoyears.

Butnowwehaveanexciting
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Sebastien Ogier was able to celebrate his title success at the end of the powerstage

adventure waiting for us now and 

I am also looking forward to this 

one now. At least we say goodbye 

in the best way.”

Ogier singled Wilson out for 

special praise and talked of  the 

special bond the pair have forged 

since they began working 

together last year.

“He’s a special man,” said Ogier. 

“He’s a great businessman, a great 

human and the best boss. He’s 

somebody who has been in 

rallying for a very long time. I 

remember when I said a long time 

ago that I would like to work with 

Malcolm some day and now I have 

done that and you can believe me 

when I say that this time didn’t 

disappoint me. 

“He has such passion for rallying 

and for everything he does. He 

does everything at 120 per cent 

all of  the time. When there is a 

problem or something that needs 

to be improved or changed, he 

would do everything he could to fix 

it. Sometimes the budget blocked 

things, but he was always so 

determined to give me the best; 

I can’t remember one time when 

Malcolm said to me: ‘No, that’s not 

possible, we can’t.’ Whenever we 

mention something to make the 

car better, he said we could do it 

and we would do it.

“Honestly, I am going to miss 

him and miss this whole team. 

I’m going to miss my team – I just 

hope I’m not going to miss this 

car too much!”

An emotional Wilson admitted 

M-Sport would miss Ogier and 

co-driver Julien Ingrassia 

enormously in the future – a future 

which remains uncertain for the 

Cockermouth-based team.

“We have to rebuild now,” 

said Wilson. “My efforts will 

now be directed at making the 

commercial side of  this thing 

stack up. But what a story we’ve 

written together, eh? Hasn’t it been 

fantastic. You know me, I’m quite 

emotional about these things and 

I have to say today has been the 

most stressful event I’ve ever 

been involved with.

“The stress was coming from 

so many different places. The 
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HEADLINE NEWS
Frenchman on top of the world with sixth WRC title

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, Red Bull Content Pool

ALL THE ACTION FROM COFFS HARBOUR PAGE 20

conditions,thefight,thebattle

and,of course,everythingthat

wasatstake–therewassomuch

goingon.Butaboveallof that,

therewassomuchstressand

emotionbecauseIdidn’twantto

letthemdownandIwantedtoend

thisunbelievableadventureonthe

highestof highs.We’vedonethat–

andwhatawaytodoit:winning

thelastpowerstageof theseason!

ButImustadmit,nowI’vegotsuch

mixedemotions.We’regoingto

missSebandJulienashuman

beings,butasateamwe’realso

goingtomisstheresults.LikeI

said,we’vebeenthroughthis

before–nowwewillbuildagain.”

Wilsonwasn’ttheonlydriver

turnedteamprincipalcelebrating,

Toyota’sTommiMakinenadded

hisfirstworldtitleinchargeof a

teamtothefourhewonasadriver.

“Thisisaspecialmoment,”he

said.“Tothinkthatthreeanda

half yearsago,thisprojectdidn’t

evenexist.Wehaveworked,we

havebuilttogetherasateamand

Iam so proud of what we have

achieved and this title we have

won for Toyota. It’s incredible,

but now we have to look to build

more and move forward into

the future.”

Toyota driver Ott Tanak missed

out on the drivers’ championship,

crashing out of the rally on the

penultimate stage – just one test

after Ogier’s main rival

Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville

ended his own bid for a maiden

drivers’ crown against a tree.

Toyota took the makes title

Sebastien Ogier will begin 

testing his Citroen C3 WRC 

for next season in Portugal 

next week. 

The Frenchman confirmed 

he will drive the C3 for four 

days before the end of  the 

year, with the first two coming 

as development running in 

the Algarve.

“I have two days on gravel 

and two days on Tarmac,” 

Ogier told MN. “I will try to 

make the best of  it – but don’t 

forget that before 2017, when 

I joined M-Sport, I had only 

one and a half  days.”

Ogier admitted his sixth 

title defence would be as big 

a challenge as anything else 

he’d faced. He added: 

“Next year is going to be a 

big challenge because the 

others are really ready – they 

had some time with their car 

NO REST FORTHESIX-TIMECHAMPION

Ogier will get to sample a Citroen C3 for the first time

and their team. For us we 

probably need some time to 

change, to adapt and to make 

[the car] suit better for us. It’s 

a big challenge, but this is 

what makes it exciting for me.”  

Citroen team principal 

Pierre Budar is equally 

excited – especially as Ogier 

will put the number ones on 

the doors of  a Citroen for the 

first time since 2013.

“We are very happy for 

Sebastien’s result in 

Australia,” Budar said. “It’s 

nice that he comes back to 

us with the number one, 

but we know we have work 

to do with the car and to get 

everything ready for next 

year. We have some test on 

gravel in Portugal next week, 

this is for the development 

of  the car and then before 

Christmas he will begin his 

Monte Carlo testing.”   



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP

Seidl toF1?
Porsche’s formerWorldEndurance
ChampionshipLMP1teamboss
AndreasSeidl isset tomove into
Formula1 inasenior roleatanas
yetunknownteam.Seidlmade
hisnameworkingfor theBMW
SauberF1squaduntil2009, then
ledBMW’sreturn to theDTMas
headofoperations. Ithadbeen
suggestedSeidlcouldhavea
futureatFerrari, andheknows
SebastianVettelwell fromtheir
timetogetheratBMWSauber,
butaFerrari spokespersondenied
any teammanagementchanges
are in thepipeline.Williamsand
McLarenareboth in theprocess
of rebuilding,butneitherhasan
openingat the top level.

Hamilton hopeful
LewisHamiltonpredictsMercedes
will enjoy “agreatknock-oneffect” for
2019fromclinching its fifthconsecutive
titledouble in the faceof increased
competition fromFerrari. “Wewin
races,andwe’vebeenvery fortunate to
havea lotofsuccess,butwhenwewin
everyone isquitequiet–happy,but
quitecontrolled,”saidHamilton,after
hisunexpectedBrazilianGrandPrix
victory. “This time itwas justgreat to
seeeveryone [celebrate].Everyonewas
justbiting theirnails through theyear,
so itwassuchan incredibleeffort from
everyone.Wekepthopeshighandkept
our targetsvery, veryhigh.Thisshould
haveagreatknock-oneffect fornext year.”

Williams changes
Williamsneedstomakechanges
inallareasof itsorganisation if it
is to recover fromitsdisappointing
2018campaign,saysdeparting
engineeringchiefRobSmedley.
Havingtakenthird intheconstuctors’
standings in2014and ’15,Williams
slippedtofifth in ’16,aposition it
maintainedlastyear,but thisseason
hasslumpedto last. “There’snever
onemagicbullet is there,”said
Smedley. “Inallareasreally, you
canneverstop learningand
improving. It’sa longroad, they’re
a talentedbunch, therearesome
reallygoodtechnicalpeople,some
reallygoodengineersandagood
managementgroupandthe trick
nowistheyhavetopull together
andstart togo inonedirection.”

New Renault chief
ThierryKoskaswill replaceJerome
Stoll aspresidentofRenault’ssporting
armnext year.Koskaswill takeover
theRenaultSportRacingpresidency,
reporting toRenault’sgroupchairman
andchiefexecutiveofficerCarlos
Ghosn,onJanuary12019.Koskas
wasnamedRenault’sexecutivevice-
presidentofsalesandmarketingat the
startof2016andbecameamemberof
themanufacturer’sexecutivecommittee
in theprocess.Hehasworked for
Renault since1997.Stoll, aRenault
employeesince1980whobecame
presidentofRenaultSportRacing in
early2016,will turn65next year.
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RICHARDS: BRITISH GP STREET
RACE WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE
Governing body chief fully supports new GP deal for Silverstone

Photos: LAT

ByJackBenyon

ABritishGrandPrixonastreet
circuitwouldbe“inappropriate”,
accordingtoMotorsportUK
chairmanDavidRichards,andhe
has insteadbackedSilverstone
tomaintain theFormula1event.

TheProdrivebossand1981World

Rallychampionco-driverhasbeen

thechairmanof theUKmotorsport

governingbodysinceJanuaryof this

year,andsaysthatit is“critical”that

BritainmaintainsanF1raceamid

speculationthatitcouldmissout

onacalendarslotin2020.

InJuly2017theBritishRacing

DriversClub,whichownsandoperates

Silverstone,exercisedabreakclause

withF1promoterLibertyMedia,

meaninganewdeal–asyetunsigned–

willbeneededforthe2020race.Next

year’seventissafeandisthelast

beforethebreakclausetakeseffect.

ALondonstreetracehasbeen

rumouredforover10years,but

anyprospectiveeventwouldface

extensivered-tapeand

issuessuchasclosingb

Londonstreets,andth

themselveswouldneed

besuitableforF1carst

onthemincompetition

“Silverstoneistheon

placeinmyviewthatc

hosttherace,”Richard

(right) toldMN.“Puttin

anythingoninadiffere

placelikeastreetcircuitis

inappropriate,becauseitdoesn’t

leavealegacyandusethe

infrastructurewehavebuilt

overtheyears[atSilverstone].

“It’scritical, inmyview,to

motorsport’sgoodhealthinthis

countrythatwehaveaFormula1race.”

Kprovidesthe

efortheBritish

butRichardssays

erthingsthatcanbe

orttheracefromthe

isation’sperspective.

bviouslywearea

ebitonthesidelines

ausethecommercial

lationshipisbetween

andtheBRDC,”

addedRichards.“Wecanhelpenable

thatasbestaswecan.

“Iattendanumberof meetings

withpoliticiansatthemomentand

it’songoing.Wearehopefuland

feelpositivelythatitwillcometo

astrongconclusion.

“Wecertainlydon’ttakeitforgranted

andwe[MotorsportUK]havetoplay

ourpart.Wehavetoprovidethe

infrastructurefortherace,we

providetheofficials,themarshals.”

Lastweek,alandmarkeventin

Richards’roleasMotorsportUK

chairmanoccurredwhenthe

organisationchangeditsnamefromthe

MotorSportsAssociationorMSA,with

thepromiseof promotingthesportin

theUKmoreaswellasregulatingit.

F1 has visited London’s

streets for demo events

Silverstone has

Richards’s backing
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F1 boss Carey plans to drop races with “unattractive” agreements, threatening historic venues

Formula 1 boss Chase Carey says he 

will drop races that have “unattractive” 

agreements with the championship, 

and replace them with deals negotiated 

by the new management.

The only new race confirmed

on Carey’s watch is Vietnam, 

which is scheduled for 2020. 

However, he has regularly 

stated there’s extensive 

interest from potential hosts, 

and that the calendar could 

extend to up to 25 races in 

the future.

Meanwhile the futures of  

several classic events, including the 

British Grand Prix at Silverstone, 

remain in doubt once deals negotiated 

by Bernie Ecclestone run out.

Speaking during a conference call for 

Liberty investors, Carey 

tressed the new owners are 

working more closely with 

ace promoters to put on a 

ood show, suggesting that in 

he past events were “stale”.

“The promotion end of  our 

business has been viewed as 

more mature than other 

revenue streams in F1,” he 

said. “This perception was fuelled by 

a lack of  investment or freshness by 

the prior regime in our events.

“Quite simply our events became 

stale, which led promoters to focus on 

costs as opposed to growth.

“We believe there is still potential 

growth, significant growth, in the 

promotion segment, during the next 

few years. The growth will be driven 

by three factors. 

“First, we expect to expand our 

calendar beyond our current 

21-race schedule.

“The expansion will be modest, 

but we have been excited by the number, 

quality and diversity of  new locations 

interested in hosting a race. 

“Second, we expect to replace a few 

existing races where we inherited 

unattractive agreements, with new 

events or agreements, that are better 

for racing and provide more value.

“Third, there is significant long-

term value in our higher-end 

hospitality experience.

“Major events today increasingly rely 

on those customers willing and able to 

pay for unique and tailored experiences, 

b oth in the corporate and retail end.”
Carey: Changes



Lambo Urus ST-X will be used

SophiaFlorschhasundergone

asuccessfulseven-hour

surgeryonthespinalfracture

shesufferedinherhorrific

Formula3crashinthe

MacauGrandPrix.

Theoperationwasconducted

onMonday,withdoctors

sayinginapressconference

afterwardsthathervitalsigns

arestableandlimbsareactive

asMNwenttopress.Shewill

remaininhospitalforuptotwo

weeksbutthereisn’tthought

tobeanyfearsof paralysis.

The17-year-oldGerman

sufferedtheinjuryaftershehit

thebackof 15th-placedJehan

Daruvalaontheflat-outrunto

LisboaearlyinSunday’srace.

Unabletoslowherdamaged

VanAmersfoortRacingDallara-

Mercedes,whichregistered

171.6mphthroughthe

speedtrap,shewaslaunched

overtheinsidekerbatLisboa

intotheTOM’SDallara-Toyota

of ShoTsuboi.

Theimpactfiredherover

thebarrierandthroughthe

catchfencingandintoan

areaoccupiedbymarshals

andphotographers.

“Wehavetothanktheangels

shehadwithhertoday,and

forthefantasticstrength

of theDallaracar,”said

Florsch’steambossFritsvan

Amersfoortaftertheaccident.

Tsuboiwasdischargedfrom

hospitalonSundaynight,

whilephotographerHiroyuki

Minamiwasalsoreleased

aftersufferingconcussion.

ChinesephotographerChan

WengWang,whohasalacerated

liver, isexpectedtoremainin

hospitalforanother10days.

RacemarshalChanCha

sufferedcutsandabroken

jawbutshouldbereleased

inthreetofourdays.

FerrarijuniorGuanYuZhou,

whowasfollowingFlorschat

thetimeof theaccident,

explainedthatitwasdueto

yellowcautionlightsflashing

onthestraight.

Theincidenthappenedjust

afterarestartfollowingan

earlysafetycar.

“ComingafterMandarin

[theprecedingright-hand

kink],Isawtheyellow,butI

thinkitwasjustamistakeby

theorganisers’station,”said

thePremaPowerteamdriver.

“Sophiawasreallycloseto

Jehan,sowhenJehanbraked

earlyshehadnotimetoreact.

“ShehitJehan’sright-rear,

andthatspunheraround.”

FLORSCH RECOVERING AFTER SURGERY
Photos: LAT

Logano takes first NASCAR title with late pass

New Lamborghini SUV series to launch in 2020 using mixed surfaces

Lamborghini will break new 

ground in 2020 when the Italian 

brand launches motorsport’s

first SUV category

Announced at th

event at Vallelung

Lamborghini Squ

run an arrive and

for the twin-turbo

horsepower Urus

with the intention to run the 

series on mixed surfaces.

It isunderstoodLamborghini

is in talks with SRO to run the 

series at existing Blancpain GT 

events alongside Super Trofeo 

or the Huracan E vo model, but a 

alendar won’t be released until 

ext autumn when the first car 

s due to be debuted at the 2019 

Lamborghini World Final at Jerez.

Rain fails to dampen Toyota’s spirits after Shanghai 6 Hours 1-2

Ticktum could drive
in Formula 2 in 2019

Mahindra FE return for
Rosenqvist in opener

DoubleMacauGrandPrix

winnerDanTicktumhas

confirmedhisinterestin

competinginFormula2next

season,whileitremainslikely

hewillbewithTeamMugen

forSuperFormulainJapan.

Aftertakinghissecond

successiveMacauGPvictory,

theEuropeanF3runner-upand

RedBullFormula1juniortold

MN:“SuperFormulaislooking

almost100percent.AsfarasF2

isconcerned,it’snottheteams’

faultthatit’ssoexpensive,but

if wecancometoareasonable

dealI’dliketodothataswell.”

Ahostof F2driverswill

graduatefromthechampionship

nextyear,asGeorgeRusselland

LandoNorrisgotoFormula1,

MaxiGuntherandAntonioFuoco

headtoFormulaEandTadasuke

MakinoandNireiFukuzumi

switchtoSuperFormula.

RussellandBritish-born

ThaidriverAlexAlbonwill

fightfortheF2titlethis

weekendinAbuDhabi.

ARTGrandPrix’sRussell

leadsby37points,with48

availableacrosstheweekend,

makingDAMSaceAlbon

anoutsider.

TheGP3Seriesalsocomestoa

closeinAbuDhabi.ForceIndia

juniorNikitaMazepintrails

AnthoineHubertby32points

with48onoffer.

Felix Rosenqvist will return

to the Mahindra Racing

Formula E team for the 2018/19

season-opening Ad Diriyah

ePrix in Saudi Arabia.

Rosenqvist left the Mahindra

team at the end of the 2017/18

season after signing a deal to

compete in the IndyCar series

with Chip Ganassi Racing in

’ 19 alongside Scott Dixon.

Mahindra then announced

former Sauber Formula 1

driver Pascal Wehrlein as his

replacement, pairing him with

Jerome D’Ambrosio in an all-

new line-up after Nick Heidfeld

stepped back from competing.

But with Wehrlein unable to

race for the team until January

2019, at which point he will

have left the Mercedes junior

programme, Rosenqvist has

been drafted into the Mahindra

outfit once again for the event 

on December 15. 

The BBC will screen every 

race of  the 2018/19 Formula E 

season via its website and 

TV red button platforms for 

viewers in the UK. The deal 

to screen FE events means 

live motorsport returns to 

the BBC for the first time 

since it stopped broadcasting 

Formula 1 grands prix at 

the end of  the 2015 season.

JoeyLoganowonthe2018

NASCARCupseriestitlein

adramatic15-lapshootout

followingalatecautionat

Homesteadthatpitchedthe

finalfourcontendersintoa

head-to-headbattle.

ThePenskedriverledmore

lapsthananyof hisotherfinal

fourrivals–MartinTruexJr,

KyleBuschandKevinHarvick–

buteachcontenderhadlooked

setforvictoryatvariouspoints.

Thefinale’sdecisivemoment

camecourtesyof alatecaution,

withthetitlecontendersat

thefront.

Apoorrestartfromleader

Buschalloweddefending

championTruexandthen

Loganopast,beforeTruex

wronglytookthehighlinetwice

allowingLoganothroughfor

thewinandhisfirstCuptitle.

Toyotarecordedafourthvictory

of the2018/19WorldEndurance

Championshipsuperseason

withaone-twofinishinastop-

startwetShanghai6Hours

racelastweekend.

MikeConway,JoseMaria

LopezandKamuiKobayashi

scoredtheirsecondconsecutive

wininthe#7TS050Hybrid,

aheadof thesister#8carshared

byFernandoAlonso,Kazuki

NakajimaandSebastienBuemi.

Heavyraincausedtwolengthy

stoppagesintheopeninghalf of

therace,anditwasnotuntilhour

fourthatconditionsimproved

sufficientlytoallowserious

green-flagactiontocommence.

JensonButtonsecuredhis

firstWECpodiuminthe

survivingSMPBR1heshared

withRussianduoMikhail

AleshinandVitalyPetrov,alap

downonthewinningToyota.

LMP2honourswenttoJackie

ChanDCRacingforthethird

timeinarow,withHo-Pin

Tung,GabrielAubryand

StephaneRichelmipicking

uptheirsecondvictoryof 2018.

AstonMartinsecureditsfirst

victoryintheGTEProclasswith

itsnewVantageGTEdrivenby

DanishduoNickiThiimand

MarcoSorensen,finishing

seventhoverallandaheadof

theLMP2-winning#38ORECA.

TheDempsey-Protonsquadof

MattCampbell,JulienAndlauer

andChristianRiedrecovered

fromtheblowof losingallthe

pointsithasscoredsofarin

the2018/19seasonbytaking

victoryinGTEAm.

German suffered

fractured spine

Swede has won three FE races

Race in Shanghai was stopped twice due to the torrential rain

Underwent seven-hour op
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Alonso’s team heads entry for Renault Eurocup

Fernando Alonso’s FA Racing team 

will step up to the Formula Renault 

Eurocup in the 2019 season.

The Eurocup championship has 

confirmed the other nine teams (right) 

that will take part next season when 

the series introduces a new car, with 

FA Racing one of  the three new outfits.

“This series has provided some of  

my toughest competitors in F1 and this 

highlights its very high competitive 

level,” said Alonso, whose squad 

already competes in F4 and karting.

“The arrival of  the new car was 

the opportunity to start on the same 

level as all the teams and we are 

n ow eager to be on the starting grid 

to show what we are made of.”

One team not returning next 

season is Fortec Motorsports. The 

British squad had competed in the 

series every year since 2011.

TEAMS
Arden Motorsport 
AVF 
BhaiTech Racing 
FA Racing 
JD Motorsport 
Josef Kaufmann Racing 
MP Motorsport 
M2 Competition 
R-ace GP 
Tech 1 Racing

On top of the 

world: Logano
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By Matt James

Renault UK Clio Cup battler
Daniel Rowbottom will step
up to the British Touring Car
Championship with Ciceley
Motorsport in 2019 in one of its
Mercedes-Benz A-Class cars.

Rowbottom, who was a three-time

race winner in the one-make series

in 2018 and finished fourth in the

standings, will line-up alongside

the team’s regular driver Adam

Morgan at the start of next season.

Rowbottom has had a background

in karting and several other national

one-make series, including the

Lotus Elise Trophy and the SEAT

Cupra Championship.

“Money has always been tight and

so to join the BTCC grid is a dream

come true,” said Rowbottom. “With

Ciceley Motorsport we have found

a team that is a perfect fit and one

that I am really happy to be with.

We have been talking to the guys at

Ciceley for a while and I have a really

good feeling about the team and it

will be great to be able to learn from

Adam Morgan who has proved that

the Mercedes-Benz A-Class is a

winningcar.Ican’twaittogetstarted.”

ROWBOTTOM SWITCHES
CLIOS FOR BTCC IN 2019

BTCC dream becomes reality for GT4 graduate Crees

GPRM to enter Ginetta Junior series with two cars

Winter champion Hedley
eyes more Ginetta success

Mini star Smith to race
Excelr8’s MG6 BTCC car

Ginetta Junior Winter Series champion 

James Hedley is set to again compete in 

the main championship next season.

The Elite Motorsport driver took two 

wins and the Winter Series crown at 

Brands Hatch last weekend and finished 

eighth in the main standings this season, 

claiming two podiums and three poles.

He said: “I’m hoping to be racing 

next season in the Ginetta Junior 

Championship and it’s very likely 

it will be with Elite again.

“We should have done a lot better 

[this season], we didn’t get the results.”

Elite Motorsport team manager Eddie 

Ives confirmed Hedley was “90 per cent 

signed up” for next season but stated 

that Tom Emson would definitely 

be returning with the team.

“I think that with Tom and James,

we have a frontrunning pair for next 

year,” said Ives.

Total Control Racing driver Ruben 

Del Sarte has confirmed he will not 

be racing in the Ginetta Junior series 

again. Having already competed in 

two full seasons, the 17-year-old would 

be too old.

Ginetta GT4 Supercup graduate 

Michael Crees will move to the British 

Touring Car Championship next 

season after securing a deal to race 

with Team Hard in one of  its VW CCs.

Crees won the amateur division of  the 

Ginetta competition this season with 11 

wins in his Century Motorsport-run 

machine.CreescompletestheTeam

Hardline-upalongsidereturneesBobby

ThompsonandMikeBushellandfellow

GinettagraduateCarlBoardley.

The35-year-oldcompetedwiththe

team for the first time last weekend 

at Brands Hatch. He finished second 

in class and third overall in the 

Britcar Endurance Championship 

alongside Sam Randon in an 

ex-BTCC Toyota Avensis.

Crees said: “My dream has become 

a reality. It has been a very difficult 

decisionwithwhattodonextyearasI

havesolittleexperienceinracing,but

afterwinningtwotitlesintwoyearsof

racing,wewantedtochallengeourselves

inthehardestchampionshipintheUK.”

Motorsportengineeringspecialist

GPRMwillentertheGinettaJunior

Championshipnextseasonforthe

firsttime.

Theteam,whichusedtosupply

standardpartstotheBritishTouring

CarChampionshipandpreviouslyran

carsinBritishGT,competedinthe

GinettaWinterSerieslastweekendwith

karterRomanBilinski.The14-year-old,

whoimpressedinthisseason’sGinetta

JuniorScholarship,claimedsecondin

therookieclassandsixthoverallahead

of afullcampaignin2019.

“Forusit’safirstintermsof running

inthischampionship,”saidGPRM

teammanagerRichardWilliams.

“He’s[Roman]doneverywellandwe

plantodothefullchampionshipnext

year,weplantoruntwocars.

“It’smainlybeendrivenbyRoman,

we’vegotagoodrelationshipand

it’ssomethingthathewantedto

dofromkarting.”

Car of choice:

Mercedes A-Class

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins

ThenewExcelr8BritishTouringCar

ChampionshipteamhassignedMini

ChallengeracewinnerRobSmithasits

firstdriverforitsMG6machinesin2019.

The26-year-oldhasbeenafrontrunner

intheone-makeseriesforthelastfour

seasonsandwillnowgraduatetothe

topflight.

“It’sanabsolutedreamcometrueto

bestepping-uptotheBritishTouringCar

Championshipfor2019,andespecially

tobedoingitwithExcelr8Motorsport,”

saidSmith.“AssoonasIjoinedtheteam

in2014itwasclearthatwebothsawour

futureintheBTCC,soit’sfantasticto

finallymakeitareality.”

Excelr8teammanagerOliverShepherd

said:“Robhasbeenwithusforanumber

of yearsnowsowe’rewellawareof his

abilityandtheeffortheputsintobe

successful,sowewereverykeenforhim

tomakethestepupwithus.Workingwith

adriverweknowmeanswehaveoneless

variabletothinkaboutwhilewegetto

gripswiththedemandsof theBTCC.”

Crees had his first competitive taste of BTCC machinery in Britcar race

Bilinski impressed on Ginetta debut and will return in 2019 for full season

Ciceley Motorsport recruit Rowbottom to join Morgan

Race winner in Clios: Rowbottom

Smith has been a Mini frontrunner

Two wins were enough for the title
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TCR UK unveils calendar for its second season, including a trip overseas to Spa

TCR UK will have an overseas 

round for the first time next 

year as Spa joins the calendar for  

the category’s second season.

An exact date for the Spa 

round in June has yet to be 

confirmed and more details 

about the Belgian event are 

due to be announced soon.

The series will also visit 

Snetterton in 2019, with both 

Castle Combe and Knockhill 

missing out. Oulton Park, Croft, 

Brands Hatch and Donington 

Park retain their places in the 

seven-event schedule, while 

the Silverstone Grand Prix 

circuit will be used next season 

as the championship will 

appear at the International GT 

Open meeting in September. 

Again, there are no date 

clashes with the British Touring 

Car Championship, allowing 

teams and drivers to compete 

in both series.

Both Castle Combe and 

Knockhill were popular rounds 

this season but the series 

insists it is open to returning 

to both venues in the future.

A TCR UK spokesperson said: 

“We are trying to keep things 

fresh and take TCR UK to areas 

it’s not been to before – we don’t 

have any issues with either 

Castle Combe or Knockhill. 

The fact we are able to go to 

Spa is a huge opportunity to 

go to a classic circuit like that . 

We’re also going to be on the 

Silverstone GP circuit and 

it’s a circuit that doesn’t 

often see touring cars.

“The feedback we have 

had from teams and drivers 

[on the calendar] has been 

really positive.”

TCR UK struggled for entries 

during its inaugural season this 

year, featuring a high of  14 cars 

at Brands but just eight at Croft.

CARRERA CUP TO VISIT
BARCELONA IN 2019
Series will return to Thruxton after five years in revised calendar

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Steve Jones

ThePorscheCarreraCupGBwill

headtoBarcelonaforthefirsttime

nextyearaftermakinganumberof

tweakstoitsprovisional2019calendar.

Theserieshadoriginallypencilledin

aroundatSpaorMonzaasitsoverseas

eventnextseasonwhenitsdraft

schedulewasunveiledinSeptember.

Butsincethen,anopportunitytorace

attheCircuitdeCatalunyainsupport

of theEuropeanLeMansSerieshas

arisenandorganisershaveelected

togotoSpaininJulyinstead.

Thisinturnhashadaknock-oneffect

withtherestof thecalendar.Theseries

willstill featureatsevenof the10British

TouringCarChampionshipevents,but

insteadof skippingDoningtonParkand

Thruxton–asoriginallyplanned–itwill

nownotcompeteatKnockhilland

Snetterton.Thatmeansafirstvisitto

Thruxtonsince2014,buttheserieswill

continuetomissthefirstof thetwo

BTCCvisitstotheHampshirevenue.

“We’veeffectivelygotthreenew

circuitsfornextyear[theserieswill

alsomakeafirstCrofttripsince’16],”

saidPorscheGBmotorsportmanager

JamesMacNaughton.“It’sashame

we’remissingKnockhillandSnetterton

asthey’regreatcircuitsandeveryone

enjoysgoingthere.Butwehavetosee

what’sofferedtousoutsideof TOCA

andwetrytogetacalendarthatdoesn’t

havetoomanymassivegapsinit.

“We’rereallylookingforwardtogoing

toBarcelona–thatwasaverywelcome

offerwereceived.Wethoughtwewere

goingbacktoMonzabutwhenwewere

offeredthatopportunityatBarcelona

ithelpedalot[withrestof calendar,

asMonzawould’vebeenearlierinthe

season].Itgivestheteamsabitof variety

andit’simportantforusbecausewe

spreadourselvesaroundthecountry.”

JTRteambossandfactoryPorsche

driverNickTandyiscautiousabouta

Britishchampionshipincludingrounds

abroad,butbelievestheCarreraCup

haschosenitsnon-UKroundscarefully.

“Wehavesuchagoodarrayof circuits

inBritain,butwhenwegetthechance

toraceat, forexample,LeMans,thisis

clearlyano-brainer,”Tandysaid.

“Barcelonaisanothermegacircuit

andverywellsuitedtothesecars.

Of course, itputsanaddedstrainon

teamsandbudgetsduetothetime

awayandlogisticcostsinvolved,

butit’salwaysgoodfordriversto

experiencenewtracksandthisis

oneof thebestinEurope.”

Tandyalsowelcomedthereturnof

Thruxton:“It’sthefastesttrackinthe

UKandIwishIwasracingthePorsche

theremyself !WeknowfromMonza

thatthehigh-speed,heavyleft-side-

loadedtracksareapotentialproblem

forthetyresbutit’llbeuptotheteams

Modified Saloons racer gets Belgian Peugeot

Steve Rothery arrived at

Brands Hatch last weekend

with a Peugeot 308 TCR car

fresh off the ferry for the last

round of this year’s Modified

Saloons championship.

He collected the car in Belgium

on the day before the meeting,

taking to the track for the first

time in Sunday qualifying.

Dartford resident Rothery

has replaced a Renault Clio

with the Peugeot, and also

has another car under

construction for use in the

local Tin Tops championship

for less modified cars.

“The TCR is set up for its

previous drivers and frankly

scared me, so it’s a case of

adjusting it to how I like it, but

there’s clearly a good turn of

speed for a Class D car,” he said.

Rothery took two podiums at

Brands Hatch in the car, with a

best result of second in race two.

Thruxton was last

visited in 2014

Smiths to move to G40
Cup from Intermarque

Arif makes his turbo
racing debut in a Saab

NewIntermarquechampionLewis

SmithwillswitchtotheGinettaG40

Cupwithhis fatherRichardand

brotherDanielnextyear.

RichardSmithsaysthedecision

toswitchserieswasreachedbefore

theannouncementthatIntermarque

wouldberebornasSuperSilhouettes

underPickupschief SonnyHoward

nextyear.

“It’s timeforLewistomoveon,

andoneof thedirectorsof our

sponsorAcclaimContracts is

alreadyinGinettas,”saidRichard.

“It’sashamenottosupportthenew

regime,butwe’vebeentalkingto

Ginettaforacoupleof years.

“Theplanistostartat thebottom

andworkup,withtheultimateaim

of joiningtheBTCCpackage.We’re

buyingthreenewcarsandwillbe

runningthemourselves.”

FormulaFordstalwartandhistoric

racerWilArif gothisfirsttasteof

racingaturbocarlastweekend,

whenhedroveaSaab9000atBrands

HatchintheModifiedSaloonraces.

Havingracedsincethe1970sand

competedinnearly800races,Arif

hasactedasadrivingcoachfor

ClassicTouringCarRacingClub

Pre’93TouringCardriverStephen

Fieldthisseason.

Asthanksforhiswork,SBGRacing

whichrunstheSaab9000gaveArif

thechancetogetbehindthewheel.

“It’sthefirsttimeIhaveactually

racedaturbo,thebestthingtodo

isnottoplaywiththethrottlebut

feeditandjustfindthegrip,”said

Arif afterqualifying.

“IthoughtIwouldbeattheback

butthepowerisgoingtocomebyus

[intheraces].Weonlyqualifiedso

highbecauseitwasslipperybutI

willdriveitasfastasIcaninthedry.”

Afterqualifyingthirdforthefirst

race,Arif slippedbackagainstmore

powerfuloppositiontosixthbefore

failingtofinishthesecondcontest.

tomanagethat.”

MacNaughtonaddedhe’s

encouragedbytheamountof interest

intheseriesfornextyear,witha

recordnumberof driverstakingpart

inatasterdayattheendof lastmonth.

Twenty-fivedriverstestedwith

Porscheandthatdoesn’tincludeextra

driversthatranwithspecificteams.
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RotherytooktwopodiumsadayafterreturningfromBelgiumwithPeugeotTCRcar

Lewis Smith took the title at Brands

Veteran racer took a sixth place

No return visit to Castle

Combe on 2019 schedule

CALENDAR

CALENDAR

Porsche Carrera Cup GB 2019

RND  DATE CIRCUIT

1&2 April 6/7 Brands Hatch Indy
3&4 April 27/28 Donington Park
5&6 June 15/16 Croft
7&8 June 29/30 Oulton Park
9&10 July 20/21 Barcelona
11&12 Aug 17/18 Thruxton
13&14 Sept 28/29 Silverstone
15&16 Oct12/13 Brands Hatch GP

2019 TCR UK Series

RND  DATE CIRCUIT

1&2 April 20/21 Snetterton
3&4 May 11 Oulton Park
5&6 June TBC Spa
7&8 July 6/7 Croft
9&10 July 27/28 Brands Hatch
11&12 Sept 7/8 Silverstone
13&14 Oct 19/20 Donington Park





Eastwell savours ‘chance of a lifetime’ after winning Mazda Road to Indy Shootout ticket

New series for JHR as
British F3 season planned

Foster takes debut car
win, plans Eurocup bid

JHR Developments will become the

newest team to participate in the BRDC

British Formula 3 Championship in 2019.

It’s understood two cars will be

entered for British F3 next season but

no drivers have yet been confirmed.

The team currently operates in British

F4 and has previously run cars in

the Ginetta Junior Championship.

“We’re very happy to be joining the

BRDC F3 Championship,” said team

principal Steven Hunter.

“It is a strong championship which

runs on an impressive package and is

exceptionally well organised.

“We’ve travelled to a few meetings this

year and have been very impressed with

not only the championship itself but also

the way that it has been put together.

“We are currently utilising our

bespoke, in-house simulator which

mirrors the on-track performance of

the cars, so drivers will be able to gain

knowledge and develop their skills in

conjunction with a comprehensive on

track test programme.”

JHR is set to become the first new team

to enter the series since the category

adopted its current regulations in

2016, as a Stratton Motorsport entry

failed to materialise this season.

British F3 recently announced its

calendar and will race at eight rounds,

seven of which will support British GT.

Young Racing Driver Academy

member Tommy Foster has moved

another step closer to competing in the

Formula Renault Eurocup next season

after taking his first win in cars.

The teenager is trying to obtain

enough signatures to move into the

international category next season

and has already tested with Arden.

Driving an Oldfield Motorsport-

prepared Van Diemen at Anglesey

last weekend, Foster took pole and

won in just his third appearance

aboard a Formula Ford.

Third place and fastest lap in race

two was also enough to secure the

Brian Linley Memorial Trophy.

“He’s really calm and really mature,

he behaves as though he’s 19 or 20

instead of 16-years-old,” said James

Oldfield, who ran Foster.

“He’s got his National A licence now

but he needs a few more signatures to

upgrade it to an International C and

they’re looking at other avenues.”

British Formula 4 driver Jamie

Sharp finished second in race two

driving Niall Murray’s Team Dolan-run

Van Diemen RF99, which won this

season’s British Racing and Sports

Car Club’s National Formula Ford

1600 title. Neil Harrison won both

Tiedeman Trophy races aboard a

Dallara F302, as Conor Farrell, Peter

Drennan and Mark Braden each won

an Irish Global GT Lights race. Radical

drivers Nicolaj Lindberg and Doug

Carter took a Sports, Saloon and

Caterham race victory apiece.

Formula Ford racer

Michael Eastwell is the

latest driver from the UK

in with a chance of winning

a $200,000 (£155,560)

scholarship in America

courtesy of the Mazda

Road to Indy Shootout.

With four Champion of

Brands victories this year

the Kevin Mills Racing

driver confirmed his

place in James Beckett’s

Super Series Shootout

earlier this month.

And with Ollie White –

who won the other two

Champion of Brands races –

too old to compete in the

MRTI Shootout Eastwell

was guaranteed the

coveted ticket.

“It was one of my main

aims for the year,” said

Eastwell, who finished

second in this year’s

British Racing and

Sports Car Club’s

National FF1600 series.

“The ticket was huge to

me this year and I really do

intend to race in America

next year, this could be a

life-changing opportunity.”

He will join Josh Smith

(Festival winner), Matt

Round-Garrido (Northern

Ireland FF1600 champion)

and Ross Martin (Scottish

champion) in December at

Bondurant Racing School

along with drivers from

other regions.

National FF1600 champion

Niall Murray has declined

his ticket having contested

the Shootout for the last

two years, but Matt Cowley

and James Roe Jr are in

contention for one of

five ‘at-large’ entries at

Mazda’s discretion.

Irishman Keith Donegan

won last season’s MRTI

Shootout after securing

his spot with runner-up

in the Formula Ford

Festival, and this year will

be the final time Mazda

supports the scheme.

VNUK RESOLUTION IN
SIGHT FOR UK RACING
European motorsport could be exempt from new insurance law

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Richard Styles

By Jack Benyon

A resolution to the Vnuk
motorsport insurance crisis
has taken a step in the right
direction, after an European
Union government committee
recommended motorsport be
exempt from new insurance
law wording.

The 2014 Vnuk court case set a

precedent that all vehicles should

have insurance, even if they are

being used on private land.

That would mean that all cars

competing in motorsport events in

Europe would need to be insured,

and any crash between cars would be

treated as a road traffic collision. Most

insurancefirmshaveconfirmedthis

wouldmakemotorsportuninsurable.

But inadraftreport fromthe

EuropeanParliament’s Internal

MarketandConsumerProtection

Committee(IMCO)issuedlastweek,

ithasrecommendedthatthephrase

‘intraffic’ tobeinsertedwiththe

intentionof makingthesportexempt

fromtheVnukprecedent.

Whilethisstillneedstobesuccessful

inavotebyParliament,Commission

andPresidencyof theEU, itmarks

thefirst timetheEUhasoutwardly

recommendedmotorsportbeexempt.

MotorsportUKchief executive

officerHughChamberssaid:“We

welcomethis latestdevelopment,

whichappearstobeheadingin

therightdirection,andwillbe

workingwiththeFIAtoensure

apositiveoutcome.

“MotorsportUKhasbeenmakingthe

caseforexcludingmotorsport fromthe

MotorInsuranceDirectivesince2014.

“TheVnukthreathasnotgoneaway

butthe direction of travel is looking

more favourable and we will continue

to lobby on behalf of all our members.”

Last month the Motorsport Industry

Association launched a campaign to

make it easier for people to contact

theirrelevantMemberof theEuropean

ParliamentintheEUtoraiseVnuk

asathreattomotorsport.

Ithascreateddraftlettersin

multiplelanguagestomake

contactingtherelevantpersoneasier.

Moreinformationcanbefoundhere:

the-mia.com/MIA-Social-Media-

Campaign-launched-to-save-

Motorsport-from-VNUK-2.

If Britainsuccessfullyleavesthe

EUinMarchnextyearthroughBrexit,

atransitionperiodhasbeenagreed

whereBritainwouldfollowEUlaw

untiltheendof 2020.Anunsuccessful

campaigntohavemotorsportmade

exemptfromtheVnukinterpretation

wouldleadtoaperiodwhere

motorsportisuninsurableand

unabletogoaheadintheUKuntil

theendof 2020,despiteBrexit.

New club for F1000 as it swaps BRSCC for 750MC

F1000hasdecidedtoleavetheBritish

RacingandSportsCarClubafter21

yearsandwillbeadministeredbythe

750MotorClubnextseason.

Thebike-enginedsingle-seater

categoryhasbeenaBRSCCseriesever

sinceitwasfoundedbuthasnowdecided

toswitchtothe750MCfor2019withthe

club’sfocusonaffordablemotorsport.

“I’dliketothanktheBRSCCforhosting

usthrough21yearsof variousiterations

of championships,”saidchampionship

managerFrazerCorbyn.“Nowisthe

righttime,fortheF1000Championship

tomovetothe750MotorClubwhichhas

beenknownasthe‘Homeof Affordable

Motorsport’since1939.

“Thiswillenabledrivers,teamsand

thechampionshiptobuildonthecurrent

growthof ourgridsandalsoensureits

long-termsustainability.

“Wearegratefulforthesupportthe

BRSCChasgivenourchampionships

overtheyearsandwishtheBRSCCand

all itscompetitorsandchampionshipsa

successfulfuture.”

GilesGroombridge,750MC

competitionsmanager,added:“It’s

greattohaveasingle-seaterslicks

andwingsracecategorybackinour

portfolioafterafiveorsixyear’sabsence.

Welookforwardtogettingthemupand

runningassoonaspossible.”

F1000isthesecondlong-standing

BRSCCseriestomoveawayfromthe

clubinrecentyears,followingMighty

MinismovingtotheBritishAutomobile

RacingClubforthe2016season.

All UK racing

will benefit
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End of an era: F1000, formerly Formula Jedi, was with BRSCC for 21 years

Eastwell took four Champion of Brands wins this season for KMR
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Anglesey circuit has not featured on HSCC schedule before

MGbirthday
The95thbirthdayof theMGmarque
willbecelebratedat theMGCar
Club’sannualSilverstoneGrand
Prixcircuit racemeetingnext
summer (June15/16).Aswellas
a fullweekendofMGracing, the
MGLiveeventwillalsomarkthe
60thbirthdayof theCalifornia
CupAutotest,which isawarded
tothefastest three-carMGteam
representingtheir localclubcentre.

Entries filling
The first100entries for theLegends
BouclesBastognearrived in just
twoweeksafterentriesopenedon
November1 for thebiggesthistoric
rallyof theyear inBelgium. “It really
has takenoff, seeingas last year it took
onemonth to reachasimilar result,”
saidorganiserPierreDelettre.The first
entry takenwas theCitroen2CVof
PatrickMarechal in theClassicsection.

Granthonoured
HistoricFormulaFordracer
CallumGrantwashonouredat the
HSCC’sannualawardsnighton
Saturdaywith the ‘Clubmanof the
Year’award.Grantwascentral to
therescueof fellowracerNelson
Rowefromhisupsidedownand
onfireCrossleatCadwellPark in
Mayandwasrecognisedforhis
selflessbravery immediately
followingthedramaticaccident.

Diffeysontrial
FatherandsonSimonandGeorge
Diffey,bothFormula Junior racers,were
amongacapacity field for theVSCC
CotswoldTrialonSaturday.Aswell as
threehillsat theevent’sPrescottbase,
the110starters tackleda furthernine
hillsnearby.Diffeyseniorcampaigned
his1928HumbugDogCartwhile
Georgewas ina1930Austin7.

Colman’sengine
HughColmaniscurrentlyhavinga
freshBMWenginebuiltbyLester
OwenforhisChevronB8aheadof
a full return toracingnextseason.
Thecarwasbadlydamagedat
BrandsHatch inJuly2017butwas
finally rebuilt in timefor theB8
anniversary raceatOultonPark in
August.Unfortunately, inqualifying
theengine letgofollowinga
detachedpipethepreviousday.

SilverFernbid
WelshcrewMeirionEvansand Iestyn
Williamswill start theirbid towin the
SilverFernRally forasecondtimeon
Saturday.TheFordEscortMk2crew
will leadnineUKentrieson theeight-
day,800stagemile rallyonNew
Zealand’sNorth Island.The rallystarts
inHamiltonand finishesaweek later
inRotoruaafter the final stageon the
famousMotuRoadWRCtest.

Testingroute
Thepreliminary route for the2019
editionof theRallyof theTests
hasbeenannounced,withcrews
headingfromTorquay toChester.
Thethree-and-a-halfdayeventwill
startontheeveningofThursday
November7andfinishonSunday
afternoonafteraseriesofspecial
testsandregularitysections.

HISTORICS

Mini celebration at
Members’ Meeting
Sixty years of the Mini will

be marked by an all-Mini

race at the 77th Goodwood

Members’ Meeting in April.

A decade after a similar

race at the Goodwood

Revival, the Betty

Richmond Trophy will be

run for Pre ’66 Mini saloons

and variants. Mini aces like

Nick Swift, Nick Padmore

and Jonathan Lewis are

likely contenders.

In 2009 the pairing of

Swift and Oliver Gavin took

victory when the St Mary’s

Trophy was run as a two-

part race for Pre ’66 Minis.

The race is named after

the current Duke’s

grandmother, Elizabeth

‘Betty’ Richmond, who

was an early Mini owner.

HSCC to make first visit to Anglesey track

The Historic Sports Car Club’s

first race meeting at Anglesey

is the key change for the club’s

2019 race programme.

The July 13/14 meeting at

Anglesey features in an expanded

10-event championship that

takes in three flagship race

weekends: the Silverstone

GP International Trophy

(May 18/19), the Legends of

Brands Hatch Superprix on

the GP circuit (June 29/30)

and the Oulton Park Gold

Cup (August 24-26).

The club’s 53rd season starts

at the end of March at Donington

Park and concludes with the

two-day Finals Meeting at

Silverstone in October.

HSCC CEO Grahame White

said: “I’m pleased to confirm

the club’s first race meeting at

Anglesey. We’ve been trying to

make it happen for several years.

It is a tremendous venue for a

mid-summer event and we will

take most of our classes and

give them good track time with

double-header races.”

ByPaulLawrence

Single-seaters of the 1970s
will play a central part in the
2019 Silverstone Classic as
Historic F1, Historic F2 and
Classic F3 will provide a
celebrationof international-
levelsingle-seater racing.

Alongsidetheregularraces

fortheFIAMastersHistoric

FormulaOneChampionship,

theHistoricFormula2and

ClassicFormula3categories

fromtheHistoricSports

CarClubwill feature,with

HistoricF2makingitsdebut

at thebiggesthistoricracing

festivalof theseason.

Theadditionof the

SilverstoneClassicdate is

anothermajorboost forthe

HistoricFormula2FIA

InternationalSeries,whichis

enjoyingunprecedentedlevels

of support forthe1600ccand

two-litrecarsfrom1967to ’78.

Theshort-livedrivalseriesrun

byPeterAutohasbeendropped

for2019duetolackof support.

Formula2gridsduring2018

wereregularlybetween25

and30carsand,withmore

carsbeingpreparedfornext

season,agridof upto40cars

ispossible. If so, itcouldbethe

biggest-everFormula2grid.

Meanwhile,ClassicF3is

for1600ccandtwo-litreF3

carsoriginallybuiltand

racedbetween1971and’84.

Competitors intheFrench

serieswill jointheSilverstone

gridtoproduceanexpected

fieldof morethan40cars.

Grahame White, CEO of

the HSCC said: “The chance

to race at the Silverstone

Classic is very special and

I’m delighted that our

Formula 2 and Formula 3

grids will get this opportunity.

I think we will be able to

deliver bumper grids and

showcase these categories

to a very big audience.”

Classic F3 will also feature as 1970s single-seaters are showcased

HISTORIC F2 TO RACE AT
SILVERSTONE CLASSIC

DOWNTHE

PUB
WITH
NICK
FENNELL
Lotusracer

Age: notgiven!Lives:Cambridge

IN BRIEF

‘Diffey father and son
in capacity entry’
VSCC Cotswold Trial, below

THE UNUSUAL SWITCH FROM RALLYING TO TRUCKS PAGE 27

Hestartedontwo
wheels
“I started racingmotorbikes in
Asiaand thenracedbikes in
Australiawhile Iwasworking
overseas. Ididsomemarathon
rallying inAustraliaanddid the
London-Sydney in2000.Then
Ididsomeracing inAsiabefore
movingback to theUKand I’ve
beenracingsince then.”

He’saLotusman
“I’ve racedonandoff forabout15
yearsandalwaysasanamateur.
Thisyear I’vemainlybeenracing
theFormula JuniorLotus27and
theLotus23Bin theGuards
Trophy.Otheryears I’ve raced
with theHGPCAinaLotus25.
I’mabigLotusenthusiast.Colin
Chapmanwasagreat innovator
andJimClark ismyhero,so I
raceLotusesprettymuch.”

The27hasagood
history
“TheFormula Junior is theEcurie
FordFrancecar that JoSchlesser
raced inperiodandJeanVinatier
raced itaswell. It isa lovelycar to
driveand it isstill veryoriginal.
ClassicTeamLotus restored it
formemanyyearsagonow
andwemadeabigeffort toget
thingsperiodcorrect.”

Hehasanex-Clarkcar
“ALotus27wontheFormula
Juniorchampionship in1963
withPeterArundelbut theyare
quitehard tosetupand ithas
takenusa lotof time toget to
gripswith it.But it is runningwell
now, thoughwecouldalways
doabitbetter.TheLotus25 isa
JimClarkcarandClassicTeam
Lotus is thenatural teamtouse
to run thecar. It fitswell there.”

Thereisalsoasports-
racer
“I’vehad theLotus23Bsports-
racingcar fora long timebut
we’veonly reallystarted
campaigning it thisyear.That’s
an importantcaras itwon the
Autosportchampionship in1965
withRobinWiddowswithaone-
litreBRMFormula2engine.Now
I run itwithaLotus twin-cam,as
a lotwere inperiod. I’vestill got
theoriginalengine,but there is
nowhere to race it. Itwas raced
in the1970sbyDavidDawson
andwontheClassicSportsCar
Championship in1977,so ithas
a longhistory. It’snice tohavea
two-driver race in theGuards
Trophyand I’vebeensharing it
with JonMilicevic thisseason.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence

New event for the

Historic F2 calendar

Fennell is a Lotus fanatic
Rally of the Tests announced

Stokes’s Escort to 
undergo a rebuild
One of the best-known Ford 

Escorts in historic rallying is 

currently undergoing a bare-shell 

rebuild after contesting at least 

100 rallies in the last decade.

The white Escort Mk1 ‘AFW 66K’ 

was made famous by the late David 

Stokes and has been rallied by his 

younger brother Andrew over 

the last two seasons. David took all 

four of  his British Historic Rally 

Championship titles in the car and 

Andrew decided that it was time 

for a major rebuild.

“The last rebuild was when 

David hit an electricity pylon in 

Flanders in about 2006, so we 

think it has done at least 100 

rallies since then,” said Andrew. 

 It is due to be ready for Rally 

North Wales in late March.
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The Escort powered David Stokes to four BHRC crowns



Ogier:road penalties

Loeb came, saw and

conquered in Spain

Ogier is against drivers doing one-off rallies

GUY SMITH TASTES SUCCESS IN MN CIRCUIT SERIES AT CADWELL PAGE 19

OGIER: GUEST DRIVERS
NOT WELCOME IN WRC

By David Evans

World Rally Championship
stars Sebastien Ogier and
Thierry Neuville have called
for changes to the rules to
avoid ‘guest’ drivers taking
points and potentially
interfering with the
direction of the title.

In recent years Kris Meeke

and Sebastien Loeb have taken

wins while not competing in

the full year and Ogier feels

that has to end.

Ogier told Motorsport News: “I

have said this before, but I say

it again: we are the most guest-

friendly motorsport in the world.

The guests enjoy to come with us

and, most of the time, they select

the rallies they come to [to win].

“Thierry said the same and

I think all of the top drivers who

are doing a full championship

are in agreement about this.

“It is frustrating to see guys

come to a few selected rallies

where they know they have a

huge advantage and put us in

the shadow. That’s frustrating,

for sure. I would just mention

that I don’t want to be in

this situation.”

There is, of course, an irony

in that Ogier’s desire to put a

stop to part-programmes would

inhibit Citroen’s ability to bring

Loeb back for a repeat of his

three-round effort this year.

Ogier was quick to point

out this is nothing personal

against his countryman.

“Believe me,” said Ogier,

“I would be very happy to have

him with us full time in the

championship again.”

Asked if he had discussed

the matter of a Loeb programme

with his future employer at

Citroen, Ogier replied: “I haven’t

said anything against Seb,

but I told them I don’t think

it’s normal that we have drivers

doing only a few rallies. This

is not especially against him

[Loeb], it’s just that he is the

best of the guest drivers. For

sure, I mention I don’t think

it’s normal to give such a

position to the guest [driver].”

While Citroen team principal

Pierre Budar is not in a position

to confirm whether his team

will run a third C3 WRC or not

next season, he would not rule

out a possible part-time

programme for Loeb or

another driver in 2019.

“I don’t think we should

say they shouldn’t be allowed,”

Budar told MN. “We can see

how positive it is for the

championship to have some

guest stars coming in. On our

position, we will have clear

target next year and we have

to make all the decision not to

interfere with this target. If we

have some drivers coming in one

time during the championship,

we have to make sure it will not

interfere with our top drivers

doing the full season. Next

year, we have to fight for a

championship, it will be difficult

and I don’t want to make it more

difficult for ourselves.

“If we bring drivers, we have

to properly select a rally where

they come in, maybe it’s on

Tarmac. There are several ways

to do this properly and this is

something we have to manage.”

Budar categorically

denied there was any kind of

contractual issue with Loeb

returning to drive a Citroen

next season.

Neuville sympathised with

Ogier, but put forward a more

straightforward solution.

The Belgian said: “They should

drive in the front, [on] Tarmac

and gravel. If you come and you

are not the driver doing all of

the rounds of the championship

then you should go first on the

first day of the rally. For me in

Spain, it would have been much

easier for me to have been

fighting with Ogier if we would

have him [Loeb] and also

[Ken] Block at the front. It’s

ridiculous: we are fighting for

the championship, but we are

looking stupid when you are

driving so fast, but just cleaning

all of the time. Let them go to the

front and do this job.”

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

The new champion says one-off appearances must be rethought

Three years ago Sebastien 

Ogier and I stood in the Coffs 

Harbour service park and 

discussed the potential 

implications of  a World 

Rally Championship fight 

going down to the wire  

in Australia.

The then Volkswagen 

driver shuddered at the 

prospect. “It would not be 

fair,” he said. “How could it? 

The championship leader 

would be penalised so much 

for being at the front of  the 

road – they could not win.”

Admittedly, at that time, 

the championship leader 

was running first on  

the road for Friday and 

Saturday, but it was easy  

to see where he was going 

with his argument. 

Last week, Ogier did little 

to strengthen his argument 

by winning the title from  

the front of  the field on 

Friday. But he remained 

Why Ogier’s win does him no favours

resolute that change needs 

to be considered. 

“How,” he asked MN,  

“do you explain to our fans 

that the three fastest WRC 

drivers were at the bottom 

of the top 10 after the first 

day of  Rally Australia?  

It makes no sense and it’s 

another example of  how 

stupid the rules are that  

we are running right now. 

“I don’t think this is  

to do with finishing the 

championship in Australia – 

actually it’s more about  

the rules. It’s a shame, but  

it’s nothing new.”
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Mikkelsen:

Strong in Oz

Aussie fans were

in big danger

Hyundai’s2019driverline-up

came under intense speculation 

last week, with another 

disastrous rally for Andreas 

Mikkelsen prompting debate 

about his position in the team.

Distracted by passing a tractor 

on a stage (see  story below), the 

Norwegian rolled his i20 Coupe 

WRC out of  contention on the 

first morning of  his favourite 

rally. That accident ended 

Mikkelsen’s hopes of  concluding 

his worst WRC season on a high. 

Mikkelsenhasacontract

with Hyundai for next year, 

but the team’s hierarchy have 

avoided detailing precisely what 

the 29-year-old’s deal means. 

Motorsport News asked team 

manager Alain Penasse if  there 

was potential it could rotate two 

drivers, running only Thierry 

Neuville in a full-time car.

“I don’t know,” said Penasse, 

before joking: “Maybe we’ll 

rotate all three cars. This rally 

is not going to change his 

[Mikkelsen’s]future.Itwould

have been good if  they could 

have done a good event here to 

put his head straight again.” 

Mikkelsen admitted his 

departure from a rally he led 

last year and won in 2016 was 

tough to take. He said: “I don’t 

know what’s happened. I didn’t 

forget how to drive a car – it 

must be something else.”

Asked if  he feared being 

benched next season, Mikkelsen 

added: “I am working with this 

teamnextyear,Iwantthe

best for all of  us, so it’s really 

important that I get out of  this 

bad spiral. I guess I need just 

one good result and then I can 

relax and drive like normal.”

Mikkelsen highlighted 

suspension set-up issues which 

he feels had further complicated 

his season. He said: “I have been 

missing the consistency in the 

feeling from the car. What I need 

is to find one damper I like and 

stick with it.”

HaydenPaddonhasslammed

speculation that his priority has 

switched to his New Zealand 

programme and away from the 

World Rally Championship.

Paddon has spent the last two 

years developing his own rally 

car and team for the NZ series, 

but the Kiwi has told Motorsport 

News his focus remains 100 per 

cent on the world championship.

“I don’t understand where this 

stuff  comes from,” said Paddon. 

“So many of the drivers have 

projects going on at home, it’s 

the same for Jari-Matti [Latvala] 

orThierry[Neuville], theonly

difference is that my home is 

New Zealand.”

Paddon has even been criticised 

for travelling home instead of  

staying in Europe.

“I don’t get that travel thing,” 

he said, “I get on a plane, go to 

sleep and get off  at the other end – 

living in New Zealand, you get 

used to long plane rides! I’m more 

relaxed at home than living out 

of  a suitcase.  I’m committed to 

Hyundai and want to stay here.”

Team principal Michel Nandan 

told MN he expected to firm-up 

histeamearlynextmonth.

Nandan said: “Our aim is

 to share the third car again, it 

worked not too bad this year. 

We will keep like that.”

Nandan added there was no 

hurry to make any decisions 

and would explore every avenue 

before putting pen to paper. 

MN understands one of  

those options could be bringing 

Citroen driver Craig Breen to 

the team. Sources within the 

German squad confirmed talks 

between Hyundai management 

and the Irishman.

Forthesecondyearin

successionthepoliceare

investigatingacaseof

dangerousspectatingat

RallyAustralia.

Fanslyingonthegroundon

theinsideof afast left-hander

onSaturday’sWelshsCreek

Reversestagehavebeen

identifiedandcontactedby

theCoffsHarbourpolice.

Theywereidentifiedfroman

onboardcamerafromThierry

Neuville’sHyundai,which

passedwithininchesof the

pairatcloseto80mph.

Withthematternowinthe

handsof thepolice, theevent

organiserswerenot ina

positiontomakeaformal

comment,butonedrivertold

MN: “What’swrongwiththese

people?If anybodyhadcut

thatcornerjustalittlebit,

they’dhavedrivenstraight

overtheirhead.Unbelievable.”

‘Lepley was a hero 
in the Silver Star’
BTRDA Series reviewed, p28
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Paddon: My focus is fully on the World Rally Championship

Virtual chicanes an alternative for WRC

Dangerous fans cause worry Down Under

The FIA has come under 

pressure to introduce virtual 

chicanes into the World Rally 

Championship in an effort to 

avoid situations like last week’s 

Rally Australia when a tractor 

was driven down a live stage. 

The governing body is 

investigating the intrusion 

into the Sherwood test, when 

Andreas Mikkelsen was forced 

to overtake a tractor travelling 

down the stage. He crashed 

shortly afterwards. 

MN sources explained the 

situation, saying: “[Jari-Matti] 

Latvala hit the straw bale in 

the chicane and blocked the 

road. The marshals on the 

scene decided to take the 

tractor and move the bale 

out of  the road and back into 

position. They thought they 

had three minutes to do the job. 

Andreas arrived while they 

were driving the tractor back.”

The technology exists to run a 

virtual chicane in the cars, with 

Hyundai team manager Alain 

Penasse keen to see it employed.

“It’s like a pitlane restrictor,” 

Penasse said. “We are told that, 

at a precise position, the car 

must not exceed, for example, 

30mph. The car travels for a 

set distance at that speed and 

then speeds up again. For me, 

this is a much better idea.”

The drivers were angry at 

the tractor incident, with 

Esapekka Lappi saying: “There 

is no excuse for this. Somebody 

could have been killed.”

The FIA’s Yves Matton said: 

“The organiser conducted 

an investigation into the 

circumstances of  this incident. 

It is important to understand 

why this happened as it did. We 

continue to study alternative 

speed reduction solutions, one 

of  which is virtual chicanes.” AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“Rally Austral
needs a new 
base to thrive

I
’ve got a few words I’d like to put to 
you. Let’s see if they mean anything to 
you. Ready? Here goes: “Car number 
one did not go around the elements 
of the chicane as shown in the Road 
Book at Box 18 on SS22, and, as such, 

a 10-second penalty was added to the stage 
time on SS22 for car number one.”

Stewards’ decision number seven issued 
during the third round of this year’s World Rally 
Championship, Rally Mexico.

That 10-second penalty cost Ogier four points. 
Going into last week’s season finale at Rally 
Australia, he was three points ahead of Thierry 
Neuville. It’s not much of a stretch to imagine that 
stewards’ decision could have cost Ogier his 
season and a world title.

Am I missing something? More pertinently, 
aren’t Jari-Matti Latvala, Neuville and, no doubt, 
a whole host of other drivers missing something. 
Something like a 10-second penalty?

Surely I wasn’t the only person to watch car after 
car canon off the Sherwood chicane and then wait 
for the stewards to sit in judgement. But they didn’t. 
Not a sausage, let alone a second, was added to 
any totals. Now, that’s probably because nobody 
protested the fact that they went around the 
chicane in a way other than that directed in the road 
book. I’m sure there’s an entirely worthwhile judicial 
process to be followed here, but at the same time 
rules are rules. Consistency is all we’re asking for.

Anyway, apologies for a slightly negative start to 
the column in a week where we celebrate the 
culmination of one of the best season’s rallying in 
the history of the sport. And it really was an 
absolute classic.

Question is (and I might be about to get a bit 
moany again…) was Coffs Harbour worthy of 
such a sporting contest? When we first came 
here in 2011, I didn’t really get the place. 

It’s a small seaside town with a miniscule 
population by comparison with Sydney to the south 
and Brisbane to the north. Eight years on and I’ve 
grown to really quite like the place. But that perennial 
question of a lack of spectators remains. Such is the 
strength of feeling among the manufacturers that I 
suspect hands could be forced on this one and the 
fact that Australia has no workable alternative for 
the home of its round of the world championship 
won’t wash with a promoter which regularly reports 
countries queueing around the block to join the fun.

All that said, I still love Australia. I love the 
seriousness with which the locals approach a 
long black coffee and the green cross code. 
Paradoxically I love the laid back approach to 
public service announcements. Triple M, the Coffs 
coast’s finest radio station regularly reported the 
arrival of the World Rally Championship in town. 
There was then a description of how and where 
to watch the action, with the advice: “If you lean 
into the road, you’re a bloody idiot.”

Clearly, the bloke the New South Wales police 
are currently chatting to wasn’t listening when he 
arrived in the Welshs Creek test on Saturday and 
decided a safe distance from the cars equated 
to the thick edge of a cigarette paper. 

A genuine, nine-carrot bloody idiot if ever we saw one.

Paddon quashed rumours

MIKKELSEN’S FUTURE IN DOUBT





Where were

the fans?

Rossi wants another win
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TheWorldRallyChampionship

willreturntomainlandItaly

forthefirsttimein15years

nextmonth,whenthefour

manufacturerstakepartin

aWRCroadshowinMilan.

Allfourcarswillbeonshow

inthecity’sPiazzadelDuomo

beforemovingovertotakepart

intheMonzaRallyShow.

TheWRChasn’tbeenbackin

northernItalysinceitsWRC

counterdepartedSanremo

boundforSardiniain2003.

AsecondWRCroadshow

willruninEstonianextyear,

whereall fourworksteams

willrunacaratRallyEstonia.

WRCPromotermanaging

directorOliverCieslatold

MotorsportNewstheroadshows

werepartof anewinitiativeto

increaseawarenessof theseries.

“Westartedthiskindof thing

whenwebeganwiththe[WRC]

GalaeveninginSydneyafew

yearsago,”hesaid,“andthen

wehavethelaunchatAutosport

Internationalwhichissuchan

importantstepinwakingupthe

communitytothestartof thenew

season.Butnowwehavetwomore,

oneinItalyandoneinEstonia.

“Havingthefourcarsinthe

PiazzadelDuomoonDecember6

willbevery,veryspecial.Wewill

putthecarsinthemiddleof the

bigcrowdof Christmasshoppers–

throughthiswewillgetintouch

withtensof thousandsof people.

Afterthis,thecarswillgoonto

Monzatotakepartinthatevent.”

Estonia’sinclusionisno

surprisegivenWRCdemandin

OttTanak’shomecountry.

“Wesawsomeof theteamsgo

toEstoniafortherallylastyear

andtheinterestwasverystrong,”

saidCiesla.“Asyoucanimagine,

EstoniaistremendouswithOtt’s

success.Havingtherallyjusta

coupleof weeksbeforeFinland

isaperfectchancetoshowoff

thecarsandthechampionship.”

M-Sportwastheonlyteam

notrunningacarontheOtepaa-

basedeventlastyear.Tanakwon

inaToyotawithHaydenPaddon

(Hyundai)andCraigBreen

(Citroen)secondandthird.

ValentinoRossiwillmakehis

debutinalatest-specification

FordFiestaWRCattheMonza

Rally(December7-9).

TheMotoGP starischasinga

record-breakingseventhwinat

theItaliancircuit,butisjust

oneof fourcarscomingoutof

M-Sport’sCockermouthstable.

M-SportFordWorldRally

TeamdriverTeemuSuninen

willdriveafactoryFiestaon

hisdebutatthepopularcircuit-

basedevent. “It’salways

popularforus,”saidM-Sport

bossMalcolmWilson,“andto

haveadriverlikeValentinois

greatnewsforallof hisfans.”

Hyundaicompetedat

Monzalastyear,withAndreas

MikkelsenandSebastien

Ogiersharingthedriving

inani20WRC.Thisyearthe

SouthKoreanfirm–along

withCitroenandToyota–

willonlysupplyshowcars.

BritishRallyChampionship

Next season’s Junior World

Rally Championship will

reach its conclusion at

Wales Rally GB for the

first time in three years.

Britain’s WRC round

returns to the Junior

calendar to replace this

season’s controversial finale

in Turkey – a rally many

felt too tough for the single-

make Ford Fiesta R2 series.

The remainder of the

calendar remains unchanged,

starting in the snow in

Sweden, before moving

to Corsica for the ultimate

Tarmac test. Sardinia ensures

the crews’ ability to deal with

rough gravel will be tested in

the heat of the Italian island’s

summer and the next event in

Finland will discover who’s

the fastest of the fast. Wales

provides a third and final

gravel counter of the season.

The prize for the winner of

next year’s Junior WRC

remains the same as this one:

a factory-fresh Ford Fiesta

R5 and support package to

tackle WRC2 in 2020.

WRC cars on show in the centre of Milan
Rossi chases win
on the Monza Rally

Junior season to finish on Wales Rally GB

RALLY NEWS

RALLY AUSTRALIA BOSSES
URGED TO SWITCH BASE

ByDavidEvans

TheWorldRallyChampionship
departedCoffsHarbourwith the
teamsonceagaincalling forRally
Australia to findanewhome.

TheNewSouthWaleshosttownis

oneof themostcontroversialof the

season,withtheteamsangeredatthe

lackof fansforwhatwasathrilling

finaletothisyear.

ToyotateamprincipalTommi

Makinensaid:“Whatarewedoing

here?Thisisnottherightplace.We

comeheretothemiddleof nowhere

andthereisnobodywatching.We

haveincredible, incredibleendto

theyear,butnoatmosphere.

“Idon’tunderstandthis.WhenIwas

competingwewereinAustraliain

Perthandalmosteveryyearwehadthe

rallyvotedasthebest.Butnotthisrally.

“Imetsomefanswhohadcomefrom

Brisbane,thatisfour-hourdriveup

theroadandtheysaythere’snothing,

nopromotionallthewayfromthere.

Thechampionshiphasbeendecided

withnobodywatching–thisismaybe

thereasonwehavetohavethefinal

roundinEurope.”

Yearonyear,therearedemands

fortheeventtoheadsouthtoSydney,

butRallyAustraliaclerkof thecourse

WayneKennytoldMotorsportNewshe

couldputthatonetobed.

Kennysaid:“I’vebeendowntherefor

fourdaysdrivingaroundtryingtoget

enoughdistance.Fromapossiblebase

inwesternSydney,andwe’retalking20

milesoutof thecitycentre[forthebase]

andthere’sjustnotenoughmileage.

“IntheendIcouldn’tevenget200

miles[of stages]outof apossibleroute.

Ihadalookatit, triedtomakeitwork

and it’sjustnotviableatthemoment.

“Youmightgetawaywitha

superspecial,butwe’vealreadytried

thatthreetimesandfailedeachtime

forenvironmentalreasons.”

WRCPromoteriskeentomoveaway

fromCoffsHarbour,butitremains

understandingof theevent’splightin

tryingtofindanewhome–andiswilling

toacceptaCoffs-basedRallyAustralia

rather than no event down under.

The one-make series will end with a round in the UK

frontrunner Rhys Yates will 

compete at Monza for the 

second time in less than a 

month when he joins the likes 

of  Rossi and Suninen. Yates 

finished second on the Vedovati 

Corse event last weekend – a 

warm-up event for the Monza 

Rally at the same circuit – 

making his debut in a 2016-spec 

Ford Fiesta RS WRC. He will 

use the HK Racing car again 

on the December 7-9 event.  

“We’ll go to the full Monza 

event, and I hope we can fight 

for a podium or a top five, I want 

to be competitive,” said Yates. 
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Lackofspectators
angers leading WRC players



Parry: back on the stagesTwo-wheel-drive crews can

compete with each other

Bogie: test for

Killarney debut

RALLY NEWS
Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Roy Dempster, Kenneth Routledge, SMJ Photography, pro-rally.co.uk

Jason Black (l), Jordan Hone (c) and James Wilson (r) have made it to the final of the Billy Coleman Award, which hands the eventual winner a prize worth €50,000. Toyota 
Starlet man Black won the Irish National Rally Junior Championship this year, Hone won his class on multiple events in an Opel Adam R2 and Wilson (Peugeot 208 R2) 
claimed the Irish Forest Rally Junior Championship. All three are first-time nominees, and the winner will be announced on December 4.

BILLY COLEMAN AWARD
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The Roger Albert Clark Rally

will form part of a fresh

attempt to attract two-wheel-

drive cars onto gravel rallies

in 2019, as it will be included

in the Rally2 Championship

next season.

The Rally2WD campaign

was a rally format launched

at the beginning of the year,

incorporating events which

split into two and run as

separate events for two and

four-wheel-drive cars with

the intention of giving

historics and two-wheel

drives better road position

at the front of the field.

It was incredibly successful,

and as part of it the Rally2

Championship launched to

cater to the interest.

But in June, Motorsport UK

chairman David Richards

helped to alleviate the issue

by allowing events to seed in

two separate fields, meaning

most gravel events since have

run low-powered and historic

cars at the front.

That left the Rally2 series

Recently retired co-driver

Craig Parry will return to

the rally stages of Wales

next year, working to

provide pacenotes to the

Welsh Rally Championship.

Parry will link up

with fellow co-driver

Killian Duffy and his

OnthepacenoteUK company,

which provides organisers

notes to various events

across the UK and Ireland.

The 2016 British Rally

champion – alongside Elfyn

Evans – suffered career-

ending injuries from a testing

crash for Rally Germany

earlier this year while sat

beside Gus Greensmith.

Between Parry and Duffy

they have almost 100 WRC

starts, and the pair will recce

stages to provide feedback to

crews on the conditions of the

roads in a special briefing at

the signing on of each event.

“Killian and I are delighted

to be linking up with such a

popular series which has

grown spectacularly in

recent seasons,” said Parry.

“I am also excited by the

R.A.C. joins Rally2 
Championship

Bogie completes first test in developmental new Ford Escort Mk2

David Bogie tested his brand 

new Tarmac Ford Escort Mk2 

last weekend ahead of  the 

Killarney Stages next month.

The Escort, built by Mk2 

expert Hamish Kinloch, is lighter 

and more powerful than Bogie’s 

previous car he won the 2016 

Donegal National in, with a 

prototype Millington engine 

fitted that revs up to 9,500rpm 

and has a fly-by-wire throttle.

“The car feels a lot more 

responsive and quicker [than 

the old one]. There’s more torque 

from the engine too which now 

produces around 360-380 

horsepower, which you can 

really feel with less weight.

“We started with a hard set-up 

which is great for a race track but 

no use for Irish roads, so we’ve 

softened it up,” Bogie explained.

“We’ll do another test before 

Killarney, either here or in 

Ireland, as we lost time today 

due to a throttle issue which is 

to be expected with a new car.

 “Killarney will be tough, the 

stages are like Mull where they’re 

so specialist. We will have our 

work cut out to keep up with Rob 

Duggan. I can make the best 

possible pacenotes but these guys 

know where all the little bumps 

are which can really add up.”

Parry back on the 
stages for recces

AWARDS 
SPECIAL

prospect of working with 

the next generation of 

co-drivers and helping them 

develop their careers.”

As preferred note 

supplier to the Welsh series, 

Onthepacenote UK will offer 

registered contenders notes 

for each round in a variety of 

formats at a fixed price of £50 

per event including postage 

and packaging. A two-camera 

angle DVD of every stage 

will also be available 

for £20 per event.

This year, Dylan Davies 

and Llion Williams won the 

Welsh title in their B13-spec 

Subaru Impreza.

seemingly lacking appeal, but 

championship co-ordinator 

Matt Cotton is confident this 

year’s calendar, which also 

adds the Woodpecker Rally, 

is of  value to relevant crews.

“You could say that Rally2 

lost its USP in the middle of

last season but one thing is

clear from the feedback we

have had over the past few

months, and that is there is still

a big appetite for the Rally2

series in 2019,” said Cotton.

“We have listened to our

competitors and brought

in some changes for next

year while keeping the 

championship fresh and 

interesting for all crews, no 

matter what they are driving 

or how experienced they are.” 

For the R.A.C., Rally2 drivers 

will be eligible for points on 

the Sunday leg taking in parts

of southern Scotland. Those

competing in the full R.A.C.

can also register.

The events missing from

this year’s calendar are the

Trackrod Rally and the Red

Kite Stages.

A reserve entry list has been

opened for the R.A.C. after the

capacity of  130 deposits from 

UK crews was passed. 

The five-day, 300-stage 

mile event will start one year 

today, on November 21, 2019.

Six of  the 20 places reserved 

for overseas crews have also 

been taken.

Rally manager Colin 

Heppenstall said: “We know 

from experience that some 

of  those deposits will be 

withdrawn over the coming 

months for a whole host 

of  reasons. So if  anyone 

is considering entering, 

please do not be put off.”

CALENDAR

Rally2

DATE EVENT

March 30 Rally North Wales
April 27  Pirelli International Rally
June 8  Carlisle Stages
Aug 31  Woodpecker Rally
Nov 24  Roger Albert Clark Rally



Lewis won at Roskirk for his only max score in ’18

O’Neill has caught the rally bug

The 2300 Club John Easson Award finalists have been revealed, with Silver Star and R2 Rallye Cup champion
George Lepley (l) the only returning driver.The award is named after regular rally competitor Easson who died
in an air accident in 1999, and the award has been run since 2004.EwanTindall (c) – who was rapid in his first
season in the forests in the ST RallyTrophy – and British Rally Championship Cadet class frontrunner Finlay
Retson (r) make up the final three, all of whom have competed in the STTrophy and Junior 1000 series.The
winner will receive £5000 towards entry fees in 2019, and £1000 if that person wins their class next season.

JOHN EASSON AWARD

MotorsportNewsCircuitRally

ChampionshipfrontrunnerMarkKelly

islookingtoreturntotheseriesatBrands

HatchinJanuary,andplanstocontestthis

weekend’sGlynMemorialStagesashis

firstsinceacrashinJerseyinOctober.

Kellytooktwowinsinthe2017/18MN

series–atBrandsHatchandtheAlan

HealyMemorialatCadwell–injusthis

secondfullseasonof rallyingandwith

nocompetitionexperiencebeforethat.

Butacrashinhisfirstclosed-roadpacenote

eventinJerseysetbackhispreparations.

“Putitdowntoexperience,”hesaid.“It

wasamistakeinthenotes,wewentthrough

aquicksectionanditwasasquareright.

Therewasnochance,weweren’tmaking

thecorner.Ididn’tevenattemptit.

“Therewasabitof enginedamage.

Fromthebulkheadbackthecarwasfine.”

KellywillalsolooktocontesttheLee

HollandMemorialRallyatAngleseynext

March,thepenultimateroundof theMN

Championship,ashisTilemasterconcern

sponsorstheevent.Hewantstoreturnto

thechampionshipfull-timein2019-’20.

Lastyear’swinnerWilOwenwillprovide

toughoppositionforKellyattheGlyn

MemorialatAngleseyCircuit,with65stage

milesonofferacrossthetwo-dayevent.

Despitelyingfourthinthestandings,

CitroenC1driverEddieLewisisin

thedrivingseattotakeafirstJunior

1000RallyChampionshiptitlethis

weekendinAnglesey.

TheGlynMemorialisthe

concludingroundof theseries

whichhasproducedthelikesof

ElfynEvansandChrisIngram.

Thetoptwodriversintheseries,

RobCotton(C1)andIoanLloyd

(C1),canbothimproveto161and

162pointsrespectivelyif theywin.

ButLewishastwolowscoresto

drop,andafinishof ninthwilltake

himpastintothelead.

ElliotPayne–sonof 2016BTRDA

GoldStarchampionCharlie–hasbeen

thestandoutdriverof theyearwith

fourwins,butneedsLewistofinish

17thorlowertowinthetitle.That

wouldalsorequireWilsonfinishing

fifthorlowerandLloydsixthorlower.

AtCadwelllastSaturday,Payne

tookvictorybysixsecondsfromRob

Wilson.StevenJonesjumpedLewis

onthelaststagetotakeapodium,

albeit37sadrift.

Allfourof thetitleprotagonists

competedontheAngleseyevent

lastyear,Paynebeingthehighest

finisherinsecond.

British Touring Car

Championship race winner 

Paul O’Neill will increase 

his involvement with the 

Motorsport News Circuit Rally 

Championship, narrating the 

series TV coverage in 2018/19.

O’Neill – who commentates 

for ITV4 on the BTCC and its 

support championships –

has competed in four MN 

events, all in a Paul Sheard-

prepared Mazda MX-5.

The series is available to 

view on motorsport.tv, 

Frontrunner and Amazon 

Prime, with O’Neill narrating 

last weekend’s round at 

Cadwell Park onwards.

“For me to be involved having 

driven in the championship 

myself  and seen how exciting 

it is, it’s great,” he said.

“I’m honoured to have been 

asked. I’m looking forward 

to it and I love my rallying. 

I can’t wait to get started.”

‘Rally ace takes
on truck racing’
Anderson’s unusual switch, p27

Crash delays Kelly’s season but a return is imminent

Lewis favourite for Junior Formula 1000 title

O’Neill increases rallying involvement with MN series TV 

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

I
n my view, we are at a tipping
point for historic stage rallying
in the UK. Most signs for 2019
are positive: the running order
debacle has been put to bed
and the early support for the

Roger Albert Clark Rally is a massive
thumbs’ up for this branch of the
sport. But now the people steering
UK historic rallying have a key
decision to make. What to do about
four-wheel-drive turbo cars?

FIA Category 4B opens historic rallying
up to cars built before the end of 1990 and
that means four-wheel-drive turbo cars like
the Prodrive-developed Group A Subaru
Legacy, Lancia Delta Integrale and Toyota
Celica GT4 can compete in historic classes.

Already, the BTRDA has opened its
Historic Cup to these cars but other historic
series, notably the British Historic Rally
Championship, are sticking with a two-
wheel-drive rule, for now, at least.

InMN last month, Andrew Fenwick
talked about plans to field as many as four
Legacies in the BTRDA Historic Cup and
his comments should have sent a chill
through the two-wheel-drive ranks. The
FIA-permitted 38mm restrictor will allow
Legacies to turn out 350bhp (some
pundits reckon that could be nearer to
400bhp) and Fenwick claims an advantage
of up to 50 seconds per stage based on
experience in Belgium. He admits that he
can’t see a Ford Escort touching a Legacy.

Even at 350bhp, the Legacy has a similar
power advantage over a top-spec Escort
Mk2 as that same Escort has over a Lotus
Cortina: up to 100bhp. Add in four-wheel
drive, and even an averagely-driven Legacy
will blow the best Mk2 Escorts into the
weeds. I reckon a well-driven Legacy will
worry the R5s at the front of the BTRDA field.

I am not against these cars, but I am 
against them competing directly against 
the current historics. At a stroke, the historic 
fraternity risks alienating 70 per cent of its 
customers for the sake of perhaps four or 
five rocketships. Let them run in their own 
division and give it a suitable name, but don’t 
add them to the historic field. Recent history 
in Belgium shows the damage that can be 
done to historic entries by one quick 4WD.

The competitor pool in historic rallying is 
getting older and some will stop rallying 
in the foreseeable future. We need to 
encourage younger drivers into historics 
and surely, now that the running order 
is sorted, we should be pushing more 
affordable and accessible cars: Peugeot 
205s and 309s, Vauxhall Novas and Astras 
and Toyota Corollas for instance.

In historic racing terms, allowing 4WD 
turbo cars to join the historic field is akin 
to allowing 1600cc Formula 2 cars to race 
with Formula Juniors. Such a move would 
be considered utter folly and would do 
untold harm to the world’s biggest historic 
racing category. So why do it in rallying?

Kelly won Cadwell event last year
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PAUL
LAWRENCE
“UK historic
rallying faces
a tough call”
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G
uy Smith
grabbed a last-
gasp Cadwell
Stages victory
to deny
reigning
champion

Chris West his first win of the
season, aided by an inspired
spectacle of family tactics.

A tale of two tyre choices proved

the decisive factor in the afternoon’s

stages, as 2003 Le Mans 24 Hours

winner Smith entered the final

two stages of eight playing

catch-up. Father Peter Smith

then handed over a fresh set of

Pirelli tyres to help his son’s

pursuit of West, a choice that

would spur him to victory on

his first visit to Cadwell Park.

A two-horse battle was set from

the outset, the lead gap never

surpassing 10 seconds across the

eight special stages.

West’s title defence had begun

with uncertainty at Oulton Park,

bedding in a new engine – which

eventually ran poorly – in his

Peugeot 306 Maxi. The champion

vowed to “come back 110 per cent

ready” at Cadwell, and his

aggressive attacking style early

on in slippery conditions hinted

at a return to form.

He started best of all, Guy Smith

MORE RALLY SUCCESS F
LE MANS WINNER SMITH

leading the Ford Fiesta charge in

a learning state of mind. “This is

the first time I’ve ever driven at

Cadwell Park,” he said, enjoying

more rally outings after previous

success at Donington and Croft.

“It’s seat-of-the-pants stuff !”

West’s tail-happy style caught

him out on the opening stage with

a small mistake, but a more costly

error would put pay to one of his

main championship rivals, John

Stone. The first car on the road,

Stone’s Ford Fiesta RS WRC got out

of shape and collected the barriers,

rear-wheel hub damage putting a

potential favourite out before stage

two with no spares available.

Stone’s demise made West

consider a conservative approach

with championship points on his

mind, and it told as two stage

victories elevated Smith into the

rally lead. “My confidence has

grown,” said Smith. “I spent

time watching onboard clips on

YouTube to get an idea of it, but

it’s totally different when you

go out there for the first time.”

Tentative thoughts soon became

a distant memory for West when

he bolted on fresh Michelin rubber

for stages five and six. The switch

paid dividends; the Peugeot went

seven seconds quicker to move

ahead, extending his lead cushion

to six seconds with another fastest

time on the sixth stage.

A retort was needed, and the

Smiths fought fire with fire.

Father Peter – running in a solid

third place throughout the day –

sacrificed his set of new Pirellis to

allow for Smith Jr to try and undo

the damage with two stages in

darkness to go.

No stranger to racing through

the night, Smith Jr and co-driver

Patrick Walsh – who sat alongside

Steve Simpson at Oulton Park –

put the pressure on and were aided

by a West stall at the top of the

Mountain to move within two

seconds with one stage remaining.

A turnaround loomed, and was

completed when Smith went 11

seconds quicker to seal victory over

a gallant West and co-driver Keith

Hounslow, who returned after back

pains forced him out at Oulton.

“The car was about 75 per cent

today,” West admitted. “He drove

well. To be battling those Fords in

this little car, and with teething

troubles – I can be happy with that.”

On a weekend when Ott Tanak

missed out on victory in Rally

Australia, the Fiesta he once steered

into a Mexican lake rounded out

the podium at Cadwell thanks to

Smith Sr, albeit 1m35s adrift.

“I donated Guy my tyres to

give him a shot,” he added. “It’s

been steady after I had no left-

front shock.”

His podium place was briefly

under threat from the Proton

Satria S2500 Millington pairing

of Wesley Simpson and Joe Ford.

Simpson moved to within striking

distance with a rapid stage four

time, but would be penalised three

minutes for receiving outside

interference in parc ferme.

Colin Gemmell’s Ford Escort Mk2

moved into a lofty fourth place, but a

sluggish penultimate stage dropped

him to sixth. The Escort RS2500 of

Stephen Tilburn took advantage to

finish fourth overall, pipping John

Griffiths’ Subaru Impreza.

Behind sixth-placed Gemmell 

was the rapid Talbot Sunbeam 

Lotus of  Mike Taylor, which 

consistently sat inside the top 10 

all afternoon. Tom Blackwood and 

Gordon Winning climbed the order 

to eighth by the day’s conclusion, 

Ciro Carannante bringing his 

Porsche Cayman home ninth on a 

day where brother Toni Carannante 

crashed his Subaru Impreza.

BRDC and Motorsport UK board 

director Nick Whale enjoyed a 

strong showing in his eye-catching 

BMW M3 with its mid-’90s Williams

Formula 1-themed livery, rounding

out the top 10 finishers.

Photos: SMJ Photography

First Cadwell visit

for Smith was fruitful

MN RALLY REPORT

RESULTS

MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 2/7, Cadwell Park, Nov 17

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR  TIME

1 Guy Smith/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta WRC  42m08s
2 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi  +9s
3 Peter Smith/Sion Cunniff Fiesta WRC +1m35s
4 Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500  +2m07s
5 John Griffiths/Nigel Wetton Subaru Impreza +2m10s
6 Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir Ford Escort Mk2 +2m13s
7 Mike Taylor/Martin Haggett Talbot Sunbeam Lotus  +2m46s
8 TomBlackwood/GordonWinning Escort Mk2 +2m59s
9 Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates Porsche Cayman  +3m06s
10 Nick Whale/Paula Swinscoe BMW M3 +3m06s

Event class winners: Smith/Walsh; West/Hounslow; Mike English/Andy Robinson (Escort Mk2); Chris Woodhouse/Alan 
Gilbert (Citroen C2); Patrick Homan/Thomas Homan (Ford Puma); Ian Barnes/Adam Read (Ford Ka). MN class winnes: Dale/
Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Paul Sheard/Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5); English/Robinson; West/Hounslow; P Smith/Cunniff.

Just like the Oulton Park season 
opener, Class B went down to the 
wire between a trio of cars.

This time, Chris Woodhouse would 
come out on top to deny Paul Sheard 
with a late dash when darkness fell, 
although the latter benefitted in the MN 
series as Woodhouse isn’t registered.

Sheard returned to the wheel of his 
Mazda MX-5 at Cadwell Park but was 
instantly hampered by gearbox dramas 
from the very first stage. Issues with 
fifth gear in particular left Sheard 
“having to abuse the car” to make it 
through the day, using just three 
gears and keeping tabs on engine 
temperatures as revs soared higher.

The reigning Class B champion still 
managed to grab the lead from Chris 
Platt’s Vauxhall Tigra, which was 
benefiting itself from a repaired gasket 
head which had put him out of the 
opening rally of the season.

Woodhouse and co-driver Alan Gilbert 
had earlier arrived through the finishing 
post backwards at the conclusion of 
stage two, but the Citroen C2 pairing 
fought back in style to overpower Sheard 
and avenge their Oulton Park defeat.

The event and MN Class C was win 
went to Mike English, but threatened a 
surprise in the morning as the foggy and 
slippery track conditions played into the 
hands of less powerful machinery.

Among those was the SEAT Ibiza of 
Stuart Popplewell and Nigel Barber, a 
car lacking in grunt compared to those 
of a chasing English and Rob Cox in 
their respective Ford Escort Mk2s.

“You get more satisfaction in these 
cars in those sort of conditions,” said 
Popplewell. “I did all the hard work 
and dangled the carrot in front of the 
Escorts for them to come and catch me.”

Cox would again be left “gutted” by 
gearbox gremlins that put him out of the 

rally as it almost did at Oulton Park, 
but English would indeed reel in and 
overpower the Ibiza as the Tarmac 
rubbered in during the afternoon.

Class A was split for the event, A1 
honours going the way of Ian Barnes in 
the consistent Ford Ka while A2 spoils 
were sealed by the rampant Ford Puma 
of Patrick and Thomas Homan. They 
started as car 94, but turned that into 
36th overall in a brilliant run to the finish. 
Dale and Andrew Lawson (MG ZR)
scored maximum MN Class A honours, 
second in Class A2 on the event.

Overall winners Smith and Walsh 
added the D2 class to their victory reel 
at Cadwell Park, while West added his 
second class D1 victory in two rallies.

West said: “We’re still suffering a 
few teething troubles, but the biggest 
change I’ve been trying to get used 
to is the switch from Pirelli to Michelin 
tyres. It’s a totally different feel.”

West takes another strong score for MN title defence. By Dan Mason

West took maximum MN points in 306 Maxi

Class C honours

for English

Homan pair won class A2 Sheard: MN Class B victory

CLASS ROUND-UP
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RALLY AUSTRALI DAVID
EVANS

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Evans takes domestic success
The final corner of this

year’s Rally Australia was

too tempting for Eli Evans.

He couldn’t resist the space

offered by that open junction

at the 90-left. Running his

Skoda Fabia R5 wide, he

yanked on the handbrake and

opened the taps to send the

thing into an Australian Rally

Championship-winning

celebratory donut.

Four drivers came to Coffs

Harbour in with a shot at

winning this year’s ARC title.

For the second season in

succession, Molly Taylor

lost out. Last year the engine

in her Subaru ran sick costing

her a shot.

This time around it was a

near-100mph head-on collision

with a straw bale that ruined

the Japanese motor out front.

Harry Bates, son of four-time

Australian Rally champion

Neal, came close to following in

his father’s footsteps aboard

his Toyota Yaris AP4.

Unfortunately for him there

would be no dream result after

his car hit engine trouble in 

the Welshs Creek Reverse test 

on Saturday afternoon. 

Evans’ own hopes of taking 

the title with a win went south 

when he punctured earlier on 

Saturday, but he knew he just 

needed to keep the car going 

to the end and the title would 

be his. That’s exactly what

he did.

Evans said: “It’s been a really

strange and bizarre year in the

Australian Championship.

It’s been really hard fought.

We came here with a nice

lead and I did all I could to

give it away! But now I’m

really happy.”

Fellow Skoda driver Steve

Glenney maximum scored

on the final ARC round, which

was some consolation to

missing out on the title.

“I’ve got to say, it’s a dream

come true to be in the middle

of the WRC here and winning

the Australian round,” said

Glenney. “It’s been a crazy

weekend, we’ve all had some

dramas, but we’re here and to

be in the top 10 of the WRC

overall is really something

special for me.”

Alberto Heller won the WRC2

category in his Ford Fiesta

R5. The Chilean was short

on competition, especially

when his brother Pedro Heller

dropped his sister car onto its

side on Saturday afternoon.

Alberto said: “This is fantastic

result for me. It’s only my

second ever WRC2 round and

the first time I competed at this

level I had a really big crash in

Argentina, so I am happy. It’s

been quite difficult to drive

with a big lead, but I am here

Dayone:63.18miles;8stages
Weather:sunny14-28celsius

Chasinga firstmanufacturers’ titlesince1999,
Toyotahasmadetheperfectstart toRallyAustralia
with theYarisWRCs1-2-3 in theopening test.
That first stagedoesn’tcleanasmuchas the
others,withmostof itbeingused for thepre-event
shakedownstage.EsapekkaLappi leadsafter
SS1,butshares the topspotwith Jari-Matti
Latvalaafterstage two.That’sasgoodas the
daygets forToyota,however.Lavtala is thirdat
theendofdayone,butLappiandOttTanakboth
lost timewithpost-watersplashmisfires.
CitroendemonstratesSebastienLoeb’sRally
ofSpainwin last timeoutwasno flukewith
exceptionaldayonepacedownunder.Mads
Ostbergmoves into the leadwith fastest time in
SS3andremains there for the restofFriday.
FellowC3WRCdriverCraigBreen is right there
withhimafterasuperbday fromthe Irishman.
HaydenPaddonmakeshis tripacross theTasman
worthwhilewithanearly fourthoverall, despite
havingbeenoutof theHyundai i20CoupeWRC
sinceWalessixweeksearlier.
TheGermansquad is theonlyone tosuffera
Friday retirementafterAndreasMikkelsen rolls
outofcontention inSherwood.TheNorwegian’s
concentration iscompromisedafterheovertakes
a tractoracoupleofcornersbeforedropping the
i20underbraking fora left-hander.
There’smoremisery forHyundaiwhenThierry
Neuvilledrops fromseventh to10thafterknocking
the left-rear tyreoff the rim inSS6.
TanakandLappi roundout the topsixonFriday
evening,withOgier’safternoonpositionboosted
byNeuville’sproblemandM-Sport’sdecision to
askTeemuSuninenandElfynEvans todrop time.
Thedefendingchampion’sup toseventh.

Endofdayone: 1Ostberg/Eriksen53m37.4s;2Breen/Martin+6.8s;3
Latvala/Anttila+8.7s;4Paddon/Marshall+12.5s;5Tanak/Jarveoja+16.9s;6
Lappi/Ferm+28.3s.

Daytwo:82.64miles;10stages
Weather:sunny15-28celsius

Citroen’shopesofasecondconsecutivewingo
southwhenOstbergstruggles forbalanceand
pace through the faster,more flowingstages.A
sticking throttledoes forBreen,with the Irishman
dropping fromsecondto fifthon theday’ssecond
test.Worse is tocomeforhim,however,whenhe
slidesoffanddamagesawheelon thenextstage.
Tenthplacebeckonsaftera latecheck-inand
penaltiesgreethimat thestartofSS12.
TheFrench team’s loss isToyota’sgainas theYaris
WRCsrun firstandsecond fromSS11.Latvala is
out front,but thequestionof team-orders isnever
farawaywithhischampionshiphopeful team-mate
Tanak rightbehind.Fastest time throughSS14 is
enough for theEstonian togethisnoseaheadby
0.8s.NobodyexpectsaLatvala response…
Paddonofferssomecheer forHyundaiashe
elbowshiswaypastOstberg for thirdplace
on thesecondrun throughUrunga.
LappiandOgierare fifthandsixth,with the former’s
highlightbeingascratch time inSS15. Joint fastest
time inRaleigh2 is reason forseventh-placed
Evans tosmileonSaturday.

Endofday two: 1Tanak/Jarveoja2h07m52.0s;2Latvala/Anttila+21.9s;
3Paddon/Marshall+26.3s;4Ostberg/Eriksen+46.6s;5Lappi/Ferm+50.4s;6
Ogier/Ingrassia+1m44.8s

Daythree:52.17miles;6stages
Weather:overcast/rain14-24celsius

Latvala isback in the leadafterasmallmistake
fromTanakon thesecondSundaystage.Toyota
keepsacloseeyeonchampionshippermutations
beforedecidingwhether toaskJ-MLtoslow
down. It’sall academicwhenTanak retireson the
penultimatestage.Latvalawinsanddeliversa
classicquoteabouthowimportant thissuccess
was,saying: “Iwoneveryyearsince2008, I
didn’twant this tobe the first yearwithout the
win. Ididn’twantasadChristmas!”

   Paddon moves up to second following the 
departure of the #8 Yaris, with Ostberg ending 
his season with a podium in his C3 WRC. 

   There’s another fastest time for Lappi as he bids 
farewell to Toyota – helping his current employer 
to the manufacturers’ title’s not a bad way to 
say goodbye. 

   Ogier and Ingrassia are the day’s other big 
winners, one place further back in fifth. The man 
with most to lose even rounds out his season 
with a powerstage win. 

Fifth place was

enough for Ogier

Continued from page 21

“I never sleep particularly well,

but last night really wasn’t so good,”

he said. “I kept thinking about all

that rain and now this morning I’ve

seen some pictures of the stages…

There’s just so much riding on

this. Everybody’s up in Dovenby

[M-Sport’s Cumbrian base],

they’ve got a big screen and

they’re all watching. I just hope

we don’t let him down.”

Ogier was classic Ogier: utterly

self-confident. Everything would

be fine. Of course it would. Why

wouldn’t it?

Watching the early onboard

action did little to calm Wilson’s

nerves: cars were all over the place,

with moments at every corner.

“It’s horrendous,” said Wilson

grimly after the first loop. “What I

wouldn’t do to fast forward a few

hours… Seb’s fine, so relaxed. He

keeps telling me: ‘Malcolm, don’t

worry; we’ll be world champions’.

But it’s still all so close.”

But Ogier just kept on keeping on.

Mistakes had been for others on

Friday and Saturday, why would

Sunday be different? It wouldn’t.

First stage of the last loop and

Neuville’s dream was done.

Visibly right on the ragged edge,

he battled valiantly. But lost. Lost

a wheel. Lost the championship.

“It’s the way it is,” he said. “We

had to push, it was all or nothing.”

One stage later and it was

everything for Ogier as Tanak

pinged his Yaris off another solid

Australian gum tree.

For 23 of 24 stages of the finale,

the WRC had delivered a thriller,

mirroring the extraordinary

twists and turns of this most

compelling season. But then

M-Sport radioed a message

SUPPORTS

into Ogier’s #1 car: “Tanak out.”

Driving down the road to the

final stage wasn’t how Ogier had

imagined winning a sixth title.

“It killed the moment a little bit,”

he said. “But then there was a big

relief. This was definitely the

toughest fight we had for the

championship. It’s been so intense.”

With intensity comes emotion.

And there was no shortage of that

when Ogier arrived at the end of

the final stage, having won the

powerstage. Naturally. “It’s

incredible,” said Ogier. “I’m so

happy to have done this for my

team and for this guy…”

This guy was Wilson, who’d

arrived right on cue. “This guy…

the best boss I ever had.”

Rarely, if ever, on these pages has

fifth place been so well reported.

For the record, Latvala won

Rally Australia. In doing so he

maintained an 11-year record of

winning at least one WRC round

each season. More important

than that, victory sealed the

manufacturers’ crown for

Tommi Makinen’s Toyota squad.

More than anybody, Makinen

understood the hurt Tanak felt.

“Next year,” said the Finn, quietly.

Forget next year, it’s next week

that Ogier’s focused on now. Next

week’s his first meaningful test

in his new mount, a Citroen.

But what a way to say goodbye

to the old one.

for the experience – that’s what

I wanted.”

Heller flew directly back to 

Chile, where he and his brother 

went from the airport to the 

recce for the penultimate round 

of the South American series – 

where both of them stand a 

chance to win the title.

Triple APRC champion 

Gaurav Gill had been firmly

in control of the RC2 class 

(all R5 drivers including those 

not registered for WRC2) and 

the Indian would have been on 

for a finish well inside the top 

10 had he not slid off the road 

when he had little to gain 

or prove in his MRF-backed 

Ford Fiesta R5.

RALLY ESSENTIALS

Evans powered to the Australia title as his rivals fell by the wayside
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Like Evans, the Finn was 
required to fall on his 
sword for Ogier’s greater 
good and, again like 
Evans, suffered in the 
worst of the conditions
because of that. He belied
his lack of Oz experience,
apart from when he 
crashed on the last stage.

Couldn’t help but feel 
some sympathy for the
Norwegian who almost
tripped over a tractor 
in Sherwood. But then,
while thinking how 
close he’d come to 
crashing, er… crashed.
Never really at the 
races thereafter.  

Surprised himself with 
his day one speed, where 
he made the most of the 
grip available down the 
order. Couldn’t keep the
momentum up on 
Saturday’s faster stages,
but held it together to take
a second 2018 podium.

Brilliant effort from the
Finn. The only doubt about
Latvala’s performance came
when team principal Tommi
Makinen asked if he might
have a word… Faced
down Ott Tanak in a final-day
fight. Not many have done
that this year.

By theEstonian’sownexacting
standards, this one fell short.
Yes, he battled his way into the
lead from third on Friday, but
then crashed twice on Sunday
– the second of which broke
the transmission and cost him
any hope of the title.

Brillianton theopening
day,hiseventwentsouth
whenthe throttle jammed
onSaturdaymorningand
sparkedmyriad issues.
Loses furtherpoints for
notevenknowing Ireland
wereplaying, letalong
beating, theAllBlacks.

Spent much of Saturday
slapping his team on the
back for producing
the perfect car – not
something he’s done all
year – and might well
now be wondering why
he’s walking away from
Toyota bound for Citroen.

Superb – if mighty lonely –
maiden WRC2 victory for the
younger of the two Chilean
brothers. Overcame a monster
Argentina shunt to come back
stronger and faster with victory
on his second ever outing at
this level. Great effort.

Never gave up and threw 
his Hyundai between 
the trees with admirable 
abandon in some of 
the season’s most 
treacherousconditions
onSunday.Ultimately
couldn’tmatchOgier’s
precisionandpace
when itmatteredmost.

One of his best
performances in recent
years. Was never out of
the top four from Friday
afternoon onwards and
always the quickest and
most consistent of the
factory i20 Coupe
WRCs. Did enough
to keep his job.

SEBASTIENOGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ELFYNEVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

TEEMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ANDREASMIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

MADS OSTBERG
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

JARI-MATTILATVALA
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

CRAIGBREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
TOYOTAYARISWRC

ALBERTOHELLER
FORD FIESTA R5

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

HAYDENPADDON
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DRIVER ANALYSIS BY DAVID EVA

DRIVERS

POS DRIVERS PTS

1 Sebastien Ogier 219
2 Thierry Neuville 201
3 Ott Tanak 181
4 Jari-Matti Latvala 128
5 Esapekka Lappi 126
6 Andreas Mikkelsen 84
7 Elfyn Evans 80
8 Hayden Paddon 73
9 Dani Sordo 71
10 Mads Ostberg 70

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS

POS TEAMS PTS

1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 368 
2 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT  341 
3 M-Sport Ford WRT  324 
4 Citroen Total  237

Round13/13, Rally Australia 2018, November 15-18

 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC 2h59m52.0s
2 Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +32.5s
3 Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) Citroen C3 WRC +52.2s
4 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m02.3s
5 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC +2m30.8s
6 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +3m05.1s
7 Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3 WRC +8m59.0s
8 Alberto Heller (CHI)/Luis Diaz (ARG) Ford Fiesta R5 +22m28.5s
9 Steve Glenney (AUS)/Andrew Sarandis (AUS) Skoda Fabia R5 +27m01.8s
10 Jourdan Serderidis (GRE)/Lara Vanneste (BEL) Ford Fiesta WRC +35m14.1s
11 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +43m21.9s
R Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC SS24/accident
R Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC SS23/accident
R Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC SS22/accident

RESULTS

Never put a wheel wrong 
through some of the most 
challenging and high-
pressure stages of his 
career and brought his 
Fiesta WRC home to fifth
place and a sixth world 
title. An outstanding 
result to make two great 
years with M-Sport. 

Could see team orders 
coming from early doors 
on Friday and was, 
therefore, never really in 
a position to drive his 
own event. Not a hugely
inspired effort from
the Welshman, but
not one to be hung
for either…10/ 5/1010
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RALLY

THE TRACTOR DRIVER
Seriously, what on earth were you thinking about? Absolutely understand the road 
was blocked by the bale, but how on earth did you think putting your tractor on the 
road was ever going to be a good plan? Shocking. 

JARI-MATTI LATVALA
Not since he started winning rounds of the World Rally Championship in 2008 has 
Latvala fi nished a season winless. And he’s not about to start now. Kept his head and 
drove a horrible fi nal day beautifully to take a maiden Australian win.

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Who will hit thegroundrunninginthe2019race?

RALLY MONTE CARLO 
JANUARY 24-27, 2019
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INTERVIEW

COLLARD’S LONG
ROAD TO RECOVERY

R
ickyCollardisa
podiumfinisherin
theBritishTouring
CarChampionship,
butheverynearly
wasn’t.The22-year-

olddeputisedforhisdadRobinthe
WSRBMW125iMSportafterhisfather
hadbeenstooddownonmedical
groundsfollowingareoccurrence
of concussionhehadfirstsuffered
atSilverstonein2017.

CollardSrwasactuallyclearedtorace

inthedaysleadinguptoSilverstonethis

September,butdecidedtoerrontheside

of cautionandlethissoncontinueatthe

controlsof thetin-top.

Therewasnoprouderpersonatthefoot

of theraceonepodiumthanRob.

“BecauseRickyhaddonesowellat

Silverstone,wedecidedtolethimstayin

thecarfortheBrandsHatchfinaletoo,”

saysCollardSr,whohasbeenamainstay

of theBTCC’stopflightsince2003.

Itwastoughbeingonthesidelinesfor

Rob.ThefirstimpactatSilverstonein2017

inraceonewastheonewherethemajor

damagewasdone.

Hewastheinnocentvictimof some

midfieldcontactwhichlefthimwith

brokensteeringandhewascatapulted

intothepathof thepack.

“Theimpactwasarearimpactwhich

thentwistedmearound–thosearethe

worstonestohave,”saysRobCollard.

“Iwasconcussed,andthatwasitforthe

restof myseason.”

Collardactuallytookpartinfreepractice

atBrandsHatchattheendof theyear,but

furthertestsatthetrackmeanthewas

advisednottorace.

“Thedoctorskeptintouchandmonitored

meclosely.DrNaomiDeakinworked

alongsidetheBTCCquackDrPaulTrafford

andshedidsomeamazingwork,”says

CollardSr.“Theykeptaneyeonmeand

werethereallthewaythroughmyjourney.”

Collard’sjourneyintheBTCChasbeen

asuccessfulone–heisinthetop20race

winnersintheseries’61-yearhistorywith

15victoriesunderhisbelt.

HehasbeenwithWSRsince2010andisa

regularatthefrontof thepack.Qualifying

hasbeenabugbear,butthatisn’tsurprising

whenyourealisethatCollardisafull-time

businessmanandonlyaweekendracer,

Matt James speaks to one of the BTCC’s stalwarts, Rob Collard

Snetterton was Collard’s last race this year

Collard was forced to stand down in ’18
The BMW man won 

race three at Oulton

through–butlookingback,itwasclearlya

legacyof the2017shunt,”saysCollard.

Hebattledonandwasrunningin12thin

thestandingsbythetimethecompetition

reacheditshalf waypointatCroftinJune,

buttherewasanothersevereimpactat

Snetterton’sraceweekendinlateJuly

whichwouldhavelastingeffectsforthe

remainderof thecampaign..

“Infact,Ihadashuntawayfromthestart

linewhentherewassomebunchingupand

Isideswipedthepitwall inraceone.Nota

lotof peoplesawthat,”herecalls.“ThenI

hitthewall–nothard–atRichesinracetwo.

Afterthat,thedoctorscheckedmeagain,

andIfailedtheconcussiontestquitebadly.”

ThatledtoRickysteppingintothecar,

butCollardSrisnowraringtogoagain

However,thereissomethingwhichis

makinghisreturnallthemoredifficult:

thesuccessof hissons.Ricky,aBMW

Juniordriver, ispursuingoptionsin

internationalGTracingandsingle-seaters

for2019,whiletheyoungerson,Jordan,

finishedthirdintheMiniChallengeaftera

decoratedcampaign.Jordanisplanningto

eitherremainintheMiniseriesorlooking

atamoveintotheBritishGTcompetition.

“Mymainpriorityistosorttheboysout,”

saysCollardSr.“Thereareallkindsof

optionsoutthereforthem,butthingsare

upintheair.Iwanttoreturn,andIwould

lovetobebackintheBTCCbutthatisnot

highuponthelistrightnow.

“Afewpeoplehavebeentellingmeitis

timetogiveup,butIamnotsosure.Ifeel

thatif Icouldgetinacar,Istillhavethe

abilitytodothejob,”addsCollard.“Idida

tracksessionatSilverstoneforBMWina

2-seriescupcarandIwasquicklybackinthe

groove.Iamnotfinishedyetandmycareer

isn’tover.Ican’twaittomakearacereturn.”

CollardsaysthathehasspokentoWSR

andothersaboutremainingintheBritish

TouringCarChampionship,butthatis

clearlynotthefocus.

HehasevenhadhiseyesontheBritish

GTChampionshiphimself too.While2019

becomesclearerforbothCollardandhis

twosons,thereissomethingelseonthe

agendafurtherdowntheroad.“Iwouldlove

toshareacarwiththeboysoneday,”says

Collard.“MaybesomewhereliketheSpa24

hours,Daytona orevenLeMans.Thatwould

reallybeadreamcometrue.Ihavegotto

keepracinguntilIcandothat,haven’tI?”

RobCollard
Age: 50
From: Eversley, Hampshire 

2018: Part season with WSR 
in a BMW 125i M Sport. One 
win, 19th in the points
2017: Missed the last two rounds 
in WSR BMW 125i M Sport 
after an accident. Finishes fifth 
in the points
2016: Two wins on his way to 
fifth in the points in the WSR 
BMW 125i M Sport
2015: Takes 10th in the WSR 
BMW 125i M Sport with three 
race wins
2014: One win in the eBay 
Motors-backed BMW 125i M 
Sport and takes sixth in the points
2013: First season with the WSR 
BMW 125i M Sport. Finishes 
13th in the points with one podium
2012: A victory at Brands 
Hatch and back-to-back wins 
at Knockhill on his way to fifth 
in the standings in the WSR 
BMW 320si
2011: Eighth in the points in the 
WSR BMW 320si
2010: Rejoins WSR to race its 
BMW 320si and finishes eighth 
in the table with seven podiums
2009: Two triumphs in the 
Motorbase Performance-run 
BMW 320si on his way to sixth 
in the points
2008: Takes a Motorbase BMW 
320si to 12th in the points
2007: Last three rounds in a 
GR Asia-run SEAT Leon, scores 
a single point
2006: Ninth in the standings 
in the Team RAC MG ZS with 
one podium finish
2005: Takes first overall victory at 
Knockhill and another at Brands 
Hatch on his way to seventh in 
the points in an MG ZS
2004: Finishes 12th overall in 
the family-tended Vauxhall 
Astra Coupe
2003: Independents Cup victory 
in his Vauxhall Astra Coupe with 
five class wins. Finishes 10th 
overall in the standings

unlike many who he is up against. “I have 

to switch off  from work mode on Saturday 

morning when I get in the race car, and it 

takes a while,” he says. “But put me in a 

race session, and it brings the best out in 

me – I think that is my Hot Rod background. 

There you start behind 30 other cars and 

you have to make it to the front.”

The Hampshire racer says that the 

demolition business commitments have 

often been a hindrance to performance on 

track, but it is something he doesn’t regret. 

“I love the industry I am in, and I wouldn’t 

change it. But I think that for the benefit 

of  my racing, I maybe should have taken 

more time away from the office,” he explains. 

“But the business is still growing, and 

I can’t seem to step away from it.”

Stepping away from the cockpit for an 

enforced period was tough, but even the 

driver himself  admits that maybe he pushed 

himself  too hard to make a return to the 

door handle-to-door handle action of  the 

British Touring Car Championship.

Collard was cleared to race at the start 

of  2018, but there were still some concerns. 

He explains: “I was getting headaches – 

not all the time, just occasionally. 

“Sometimes in the car I was flying, like 

when I won at Oulton Park in June and 

I was very competitive at Donington Park 

too. At those times, there was no physical 

problem for me at all. 

“But there were other times where my 

head was throbbing when I got out of  the 

car. I had to cut short the two-day tyre test 

at Snetterton in mid-July because it was 

just so bad. I thought it was just part of  the 

process – part of  the healing that I had to go 

Silverstone 2017: Violent accident

Fifth position in 2016

Scotland in 2012: Glory

Victory with Motorbase

SEAT Leon back in 2007

Top Independent in ’03

BTCC CV



TwowinsatBrandsHatchwere
enoughtogiveJamesHedley the
2018Ginetta JuniorWinterSeries
title,but thoughtsofsuchsuccess
werea longwayfromhismind
lastSaturdayevening.

Aheavycrashintheeventually

cancelledsecondraceputtheElite

Motorsportdriveronthebackfootas

redflagsandbigaccidentswerethe

themeformuchof theweekend,with

sevenstoppagesoccurringacrossthe

twoqualifyingsessionsandfourraces.

HavingfinishedfifthintheGinetta

Juniorstandingsthisseasonand

competinginhisthirdwinterseries,

RubenDelSartewasthefavouriteon

paper,butitwasDouglasMotorsport

driversGusBurtonandLorcanHanafin

whowereinitiallytheonestobeatafter

lockingoutthefront-rowforraceone.

IntypicalGinettaJuniorfashion,

theracingwasfreneticandthesafety

carwascalledafteronlythreelapsto

recovertwostrickencarsontheentry

toClearways.

Ontherestart, leaderBurtonfounda

wetpatchonadamp-but-dryingtrack

inthemiddleof ClarkCurveandskated

throughthegravelbeforeDelSarte

lungeduptheinsideof TomEmsonat

PaddockHilltomovefromthirdtofirst

inthespaceof afewhundredmetres.

WhileBurtonrejoinedfromhis

excursion,team-mateHanafinwasn’t

soluckythefollowinglapand,whenhe

wasjoinedintheClarkCurvegravelby

TheoEdgertonatourlater,theofficials

stopped the race with Del Sarte winning 

from Emson and Harry Dyson.

“At the safety car [restart] I was third 

and I knew there was going to be a battle 

for first and I’m lucky that [the front two 

running wide] happened so early on as 

on a damp track it’s quite difficult to 

overtake someone,” said Del Sarte.

Hedley had managed to gain third but 

was demoted to fourth courtesy of  a lap 

countback and all hopes for a tilt at the 

title seemed gone when he lost control 

heading into Paddock Hill on the second 

lap in race two, colliding with the outside 

wall before rebounding and being 

clipped by team-mate Casper Stevenson.

TheracewasrestartedandBurton

againmadethebeststartfrompole

but,comingintoGrahamHillBend

onlaptwo,hespunondroppedfluid.

Facingthewrongwayandonthe

racinglinehewascollectedhead-on

byEliteMotorsport’sJoelPearson.

Withlightfadingandalengthy

clear-upneededthesecondracewas

declarednullandvoid.

“Theworstday[forus]Ihaveeverseen

infiveyearswehavebeencompeting,”

washowEliteMotorsportteamboss

EddieIvesdescribedit,ashismechanics

workeduntiltheearlyhoursof Sunday

morningfixingthreebadlydamagedcars.

ButHedleyrepaidtheirhardwork

withpoleforbothremainingraces

andarealisticchanceatthetitle.

Ontheopeninglapinracethree,

Dysonwentheavilyintothetyre

barrierafterbeingpushedwideat

Druidsand,asasubsequentsafety

carwasdeployedonthestart/finish

straight,PearsonandBenO’Hare

collidedbringinganotherstoppage.

Attherestartfront-rowstarter

BurtonagainbeatHedleyoff theline

anddrovedefensivelythroughout

butonthedragtothechequeredflag,

Hedleymanagedtoreachtheline

firstbyjust0.133shavingrehearsed

themanoeuvrethepreviouslap.

DelSarteclimbedtothird,once

againhamperedbyapoorqualifying

whichlefthimsixthforbothof

Sunday’sraces,buthestill ledthe

standingsbyfourpointsfrom

Hedleyheadingintothefinalrace.

Any slim chance for Burton to win 

the title disappeared just before the 

lights went out as he jumped the start 

from the front-row.

Informed by his team of Burton’s 

10-second penalty, Hedley followed for 

a while and when he had a sufficient 

gap to the bunch behind he lunged 

up the inside into Druids five laps from 

home to clinch the win and the title.

“I wanted to win it on the track to 

show that I could to it,” claimed Hedley.

Del Sarte was promoted to second and 

claimed the series runner-up spot, two 

points behind Hedley, with Elite’s Emson 

third overall as Total Control Racing’s 

DanielGaleclaimedtheRookietitle.Burton (57) led races for much of the weekend but came away with no win

BRANDS HATCH: BARC BY STEFAN MACKLEY NOVEMBER 17/18
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Ginetta Junior Winter 
Series
Race 1: Ruben Del Sarte
Race 2&3: James Hedley

Britcar
Enduro: Simon Rudd/
Tom Barley (Ginetta G55)
Sprint race 1: 
David Brise/Alan Purbrick 
(Saker RAPX)
Sprint race 2: 
Ross Wylie/David Mason 
(Ferrari 458)
 
Hyundai Coupe Cup
Race 1: Wayne Rockett
Race 2: Steve Kite

Tin Tops
Race 1: Alfie Brooker 
(Vauxhall Astra VXR)
Race 2: Kamran Tunio 
(Honda Civic)
 
Intermarque
Race 1: Chris Brockhurst 
(Vauxhall Tigra)
Race 2: Steve Burrows 
(Peugeot 206cc)
 
Mini Miglia/Mini Se7en
Race 1, 2&3: Rupert Deeth

Modified Saloons
Race 1&2: Rod Birley 
(Ford Escort WRC)

WINNERS

SimonRuddandTomBarleyguided

theirGinettaG55toaone-lapwininthe

two-hour‘IntotheNight’Britcar finale

attheBrandsHatchIndycircuitlast

Sunday,beatingtheSEATCoupaof

AshleyWoodmanandMartinByford.

RuddandBarleytookchargeafter

Sprintcompetitorsfinishedtheir

involvement,withslightlylessthan

half of theEndurocompleted.Sam

Randon,sharingaToyotaAvensiswith

aspiringtouringcardriverMichael

Crees,sufferedtheembarrassmentof

beachingthecaronhiswaytothegrid.

Afterstartingfromthepitshemadeit

intotheleadbeforemakingwayforCrees.

TheformerBritishTouringCarlacked

arapidrefuellingsystemanddropped

wellback,butduringhisrecoveryCrees

hadadrive-throughpenaltyforapitstop

offenceandstoppedagaintohavea

draggingfrontsplitterattendedto.

AthirdplacefinishrewardedtheTeam

HEDLEY SHINES THROUGH
IN HECTIC WINTER SERIES

Brooker missed out on Tin Top title

DRAMA IN THE NIGHT AS 
BRITCAR ENDS ON A HIGH

pressurefromSteveKite,whomade 

a mistake on the first lap. Rockett’s 

getaway was more of  a damp squib

in race two. Although he took the 

lead when Kite missed a gear, Kite 

eventually flew back in front. 

Nobody else was in the hunt for 

victory, but exciting battles were 

fought down the order.

The South Eastern Tin Tops 

championship was decided in Ford 

Fiesta driver Rikki Taylor’s favour 

when main points rival Alfie Brooker 

had his Vauxhall Astra blow up at 

the beginning of  race two. 

Brooker had kept his title chances 

alive by winning race one overall 

with Taylor top of  his class. Kamran 

Tunio’s Honda Civic took race two in 

near darkness after delays caused by 

Ginetta Junior mayhem, but only 

after contact with Dave Charlton’s 

SEAT Leon which broke a driveshaft 

on the Spanish car.

Steve Burrows (Peugeot 206cc) 

scored his first Intermarque win of  

the year on Sunday after a series of  

podium finishes, but it wasn’t enough 

to beat Lewis Smith (Vauxhall Tigra) 

to the championship. Smith finished 

second to Chris Brockhurst (Tigra) in 

race one with Burrows third. Taking 

a cautious approach to avoid trouble 

from ninth on a part-reversed grid, 

Smith reached third in race two.

Brian Phillips

Hard crew, who had a 0300hrs session 

to replace a broken gearbox.

 Matt le Breton had the distinction 

of  finishing both fourth and fifth, 

sharing the driving duties in an 

Audi RS3 TCR a McLaren GT4.

In Saturday’s 50-minute race the 

lead changed with a lap to go as the top 

three finished within four seconds. 

Winners were David Brise and Alan 

Purbrick, giving their Saker RAPX 

its best result when Purbrick passed 

the David Mason and Ross Wylie 

Ferrari 458 on the final tour. 

A Ginetta G55, started by Lucky 

Khera and finished by Declan Jones, 

lapped faster than both in third 

place but fell just short of  victory.

Mason and Wylie gained from a 

caution period to beat the Saker in 

the sprint half  of  Sunday’s race, 

even though Mason lost much of his 

advantage with two gravel trap visits. 

Khera and Jones were third again.

The Ginetta G50 of  Sarah Moore and 

Matt Greenwood secured the Britcar 

Endurance Championship, and Sprint 

title winners were Jon Watt and 

Kristian Prosser in their BMW M3.

The aptly named Wayne Rockett 

shot into the lead of  the first Hyundai 

Coupe race, hanging on under 

Winter Series champion: Hedley

RACING REPORTS

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  NOVEMBER 21 2018  25

Crash didn’t halt Hedley’s 

charge to wins on Sunday

Wylie/Mason (7) lost win 

on last lap in race one
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W
hen Dan 
Ticktum 
topped Macau 
Grand Prix 
qualifying with 
a new all-time 

record for the Guia circuit on 
Friday afternoon, it was arguably 
the greatest performance to date 
of  the Red Bull Junior’s career.

When Ticktum repassed Callum 

Ilott and sped to a stray-dog-avoiding 

victory in Saturday’s qualification 

race ahead of  Motopark team-mate 

Joel Eriksson, his Friday qualifying 

antics had faded to arguably his 

second-best performance.

And when he exhibited an absolute 

masterclass on Sunday to claim Macau 

GP glory for the second successive year 

from the breathless Eriksson, that 

Friday form became his third-best day.

Ticktum was utterly supreme last 

weekend. Whereas in 2017 he won the 

race after leading just the final few-

hundred yards, he really didn’t have a

challenger this time around. Eriksson

was gifted an opportunity when Enaam

Ahmed suffered his third shunt of  the

weekend, this time at Moorish, and the

safety car set up a four-lap dash to the flag.

But Ticktum’s brilliant restart and 

searing pace through Fishermen’s and

R Bends meant his slipstream was only

sufficient to pull Eriksson alongside 

under braking down to Lisboa. Then 

Ticktum completely broke Eriksson’s

challenge with astonishing speed 

through the mountain sector, and the 

Swede – returning to F3 this weekend 

after his rookie season in the DTM with

BMW – never got into his tow again.

The result was tempered by relief  

that a horrifying crash early in the 

race at Lisboa had not produced any 

life-threatening injuries.

The race had restarted on lap four 

following an early safety car, but 

somehow the yellow signalling lights 

were still on along the straight between

the Mandarin kink and Lisboa.

That prompted Eriksson to duck 

out of  what seemed a clear pass on 

Sacha Fenestraz for second place, 

and caused 15th-placed Jehan 

Daruvala to brake earlier for Lisboa.

Sophia Florsch was tucked right 

into the Indian’s slipstream, and was 

unable to avoid Daruvala, riding over 

his right-rear wheel.

That tore the left-side suspension 

on her car, and she spun backwards, 

out of  control towards Lisboa, having 

just flashed through the speedtrap 

at 171mph.

The German’s Van Amersfoort 

Racing car smashed into the side of  

TOM’S-run Japanese F3 champion 

Sho Tsuboi, who was turning through 

Lisboa, and was launched into the 

air over his rollhoop.

It cleared the crash barrier, clipped 

the top of  a debris fence, and its flight 

was halted by the photographers’ 

bunker, before it crashed down again.

Florsch, Tsuboi, two photographers 

and a marshal were taken to hospital, 

where it emerged that former Ginetta 

Junior starlet Florsch – who was 

conscious throughout the ordeal – had 

sustained a spinal fracture. Tsuboi 

had nothing worse than lumbar pain.

News filtered through to the drivers 

and teams in the pitlane that Florsch 

was moving in the car, to the great 

relief  of  everybody, and the race 

resumed after a lengthy delay to 

repair the fence.

Eriksson took this opportunity to 

squirm down the inside of  Renault F1 

Junior Fenestraz’s Carlin machine on 

the brakes for Lisboa and set off  after 

Ticktum, but even the subsequent 

safety car could not prevent the Brit 

from taking a brilliant win.

The victory was as supreme as last 

year’s triumph was a shock, coming 

TICKTUM: KING
OF THE STREETS
Red Bull Junior stuns with Macau win. By Marcus Simmons

Photos: LAT

Ticktum was

untouchable

asitdidfollowinglast-cornershunts

forSergioSetteCamaraandFerdinand

Habsburgastheyfoughtforthelead.

“Thebestwaytodescribeitwould

betosay‘lesssurprisingbutmore

enjoyable’,”saidTicktum.

“Idon’twanttosoundoverly

cocky,butit’sbeenaprettyperfect

weekendonmypartandtheteam’s

part.I’mecstatic.

“ThewholeweekendIjustfocused

oneverylittlejobIhadtodo,and

tickedeverybox.”

FenestrazfinishedhisrookieF3

seasonwithanexcellentthirdplace,

whileGP3regularJakeHughesputina

fine performance on his return to the 

category to take fourth for Hitech GP.

Ilott, who has been Hughes’s ART 

GP3 team-mate this season, faded 

after leading the opening lap of  the 

qualification race in his Carlin car.

He felt he lacked straight-line speed 

on his way to third place in Saturday’s 

race, during which Eriksson scuffed 

RESULTS
Macau, November 17/18, 2018
15 laps - 57.042 miles

P DRIVER TEAM TIME

1 DanTicktum(GBR) MotoparkAcademyDallara-VolkswagenF318 1h46m22.108s
2 JoelEriksson(SWE) MotoparkAcademyDallara-VolkswagenF315 +1.208s
3 SachaFenestraz (FRA) CarlinDallara-VolkswagenF317 +2.505s
4 JakeHughes(GBR) HitechGPDallara-MercedesF316 +3.521s
5 MickSchumacher (GER) SJMTheodoreRacingbyPremaDallara-MercedesF318 +4.542s
6 RalfAron (EST)SJM TheodoreRacingbyPremaDallara-MercedesF317 +6.406s
7 CallumIlott (GBR) CarlinDallara-VolkswagenF317 +8.340s
8 MarcusArmstrong(NZL) SJMTheodoreRacingbyPremaDallara-MercedesF317 +9.597s
9 RobertShwartzman(RUS) SJMTheodoreRacingbyPremaDallara-MercedesF314 +11.840s
10 FerdinandHabsburg (AUT) MotoparkAcademyDallara-VolkswagenF316 +12.793s

11 Guan Yu Zhou (PRC) SJM Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F315 +13.461s; 12 Jehan Daruvala (IND) Carlin Dallara-
Volkswagen F312 +13.985s; 13 Ritomo Miyata (JPN) TOM’S Dallara-Toyota F317 +16.934s; 14 Yuhi Sekiguchi (JPN) B-MAX Racing
Team Dallara-Volkswagen F314 +18.697s; 15 Frederik Vesti (DEN) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes F316 +19.773s; 16 Toshiki
Oyu (JPN) Toda Racing Dallara-Toda F316 +23.348s; 17 Yoshiaki Katayama (JPN) Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen F312 +32.873s; 18 Sena
Sakaguchi (JPN) Toda Racing Dallara-Toda F316 +35.245s; 19 Juri Vips (EST) Motopark Academy Dallara-Volkswagen F315 +46.952s;
20 Dragon (JPN) B-MAX Racing Team Dallara-Volkswagen F312 +1m48.963s; R Enaam Ahmed (GBR) Hitech GP Dallara-Mercedes
F315 8 laps; R Sho Tsuboi (JPN) TOM’S Dallara-Toyota F317 3 laps; R Sophia Florsch (GER) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes
F316 3 laps; R Ukyo Sasahara (JPN) ThreeBond Racing Dallara-Tomei F318 1 lap; R Marino Sato (JPN) Motopark Academy Dallara-
Volkswagen F314 0 laps; R Alex Palou (ESP) B-MAX Racing Team Dallara-Volkswagen F312 0 laps; R Charles Leong (MAC) Hitech GP
Dallara-Mercedes F317 0 laps; R Keyvan Andres (GER) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes F317 0 laps.
Winner’s average speed 32.176mph. Fastest lap Ticktum 2m10.246s, 105.109mph.

Qualification race (10 laps – 38.028 miles)
1 Ticktum 23m41.034s; 2 Eriksson +1.563s; 3 Ilott +3.165s; 4 Fenestraz +3.948s; 5 Hughes +11.098s; 6 Schumacher +11.878s; 7
Vips +12.518s; 8 Armstrong +13.713s; 9 Aron +14.199s; 10 Shwartzman +16.535s; 11 Sato +18.374s; 12 Palou +19.602s; 13
Habsburg +20.235s; 14 Sekiguchi +21.445s; 15 Ahmed +22.161s; 16 Tsuboi +24.244s; 17 Daruvala +24.763s; 18 Leong +27.513s; 19
Florsch +29.159s; 20 Andres +30.851s; 21 Oyu +32.442s; 22 Sasahara +33.995s; 23 Dragon +1m58.193s; 24 Zhou -1 lap; R Vesti 6
laps; R Miyata 6 laps; R Katayama 2 laps; R Sakaguchi 0 laps. Winner’s average speed 96.338mph. Fastest lap Ticktum 2m10.620s,
104.808mph.

Tarquini survives crash drama to take WTCR
Inthefirstyearof WorldTouring

Cars’newWTCRera,itwastwoof

theall-timegreatsof tin-topracing

thatdukeditoutfortheinaugural

titleinMacau.

Sevendriversheadedtotheseason

finalewithamathematicalchance

of claimingtheWorldTouringCar

Cup,butrealisticallyitboileddown

toastraighthead-to-headbetween

GabrieleTarquiniandYvanMuller.

Tarquini,witha39-point

advantageand87leftonthetable

headingintotheweekend,should

havesealedthingscomfortably–

butthiswasMacau.Aseventh-place

berthonthegridfortheopeningrace

wassolid–Mullerwasfourplacesup

theroad–butsecondqualifyingwas

lesssuccessful.Abiff withthe

barriersatLisboaonhisfinalQ1run

endedhissession,resigninghimto

14thforthefinaltworaces.Muller

wouldstartfromfifththensixth.

TheItalianwasstill inadecent

positionafterraceone–Muller

finishedsecond,twoplacesahead,

toreducehisarrearsbysixpoints–

butthenleftthedooropenforhis

rivalheadingintothefinalewhen

hewasaninnocentvictiminalap-

onecrashinracetwo,whichfelt

inevitablegivenhismidfieldstart.

ThatputTarquini’sBRCteamin

araceagainsttimetorepairhis

Hyundaiforthefinalrace–one

theywon–buthestill facedasweat.

Eventually,though,10thplace,

plusMullerfinishingfourth,

wasenoughtohandtheveterana

secondworldtitleattheageof 56.

Italian won world title aged 56

thebarrierontheapproachtoLisboa

ashepassedIlott.

Ilottthenlostoutinthemaddash

ontheruntoLisboaatthestartof

Sunday’smainevent,droppingto

fifth.Aftertheredflaghewasdouble-

drafteddowntoseventh,andtook

theflageighth,onlytobepromotedto

seventhwhenJuriVipswaspenalised

40secondsforovertakingMarcus

Armstrongundertheredflag.

AfterGuanYuZhou’slast-lapcrash

outof fifthplaceinthequalification

race,PremaPowerteam’sfortunes

restedwiththeteam’sF3European

championMickSchumacher,who

finished fifth from team-mate Ralf Aron.

Schumacher topped both practice 

sessions, but could only qualify 

ninth after sustaining a puncture 

by clipping the wall at Moorish. And 

he didn’t exactly enamour himself  

to his team-mates by delaying them 

and scuppering their own late bids 

as he struggled back to the pits.

Back-to-back wins for the Brit

Rob Huff, a nine-time winner in 

Macau, scored both qualifying 

pole positions yet failed to win any 

of  the weekend’s three races. 

Despite prodigious pace in the 

mountain section, Huff  forfeited 

the lead off  both his pole position 

starts and, without sufficient grunt 

in his Volkswagen Golf  GTI on the 

long run off  the final corner down 

to Lisboa, had to settle for a third 

and a second. The races were 

instead won by Jean-Karl Vernay, 

Frederic Vervisch and Honda 

racer Esteban Guerrieri.

Oliver Jarvis did not enjoy a 

successful return to Macau. Making 

his first start since winning the 

Grand Prix in 2007, Jarvis finished 

12th of  the 14 finishers in a depleted 

FIA GT World Cup field in his KCMG-

run Nissan GT-R NISMO. The race 

was won by BMW driver Augusto 

Farfus in Charly Lamm’s final 

race as Schnitzer team boss.

JackCozens

Eriksson survived a 
brush with the wall



Brands weekend yielded a second win and a race fastest lap
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uptrumps,makealotof manoeuvres

anddothingspeoplehaveneverseen.

“Withrallyingyou’resosetand

determinedtolistentothepacenotes,

withtheraceyou’vegotyourbit

betweenyourteethandyouhavea

target.Withrallyingyou’reset

againsttheclock.Inracing,you

havelivetargetpractice.”

AswellascompetinginBritain,

Anderson–notcontentwiththe

massivechangetocircuitracing–

decideddoingtheEuropean

Championship(seesidebar)wasa

goodideaaswell.

“It’slikegoingfromthe

WoodpeckercomparedtoYpres,”

saysAnderson,comparingasmaller

clubmaneventtoabiginternational

rallylikeYpresinBelgium.

“It’sphenomenal.Wewerein

GermanyattheNurburgringand

inEurope fterF1.InEuropeit sgot

averyhighstanding,thecompetition

isalothigher.Thequalityand

competitionisalotcleaner.

“Itcanbeadamage-festivalinthe

UK.Youhavetotakeeachoneinyour

stride,adapttoitandlearnfromit.”

Andthathehasdone.

If thedebutyearisanything

togoby–thirdintheBritish

championship–thennextyear

holdsmuchfruit.

Thecalendarislikelytoinvolve

afewone-off Britisheventsanda

“fullattack”intheEuropean

championship,withdevelopment

workbeingdoneonhisMANtruck

overthewinter.

However,hepromiseshewill

neverturnhisbackonrallying.

Andersonwillhaveabusy

calendarnextyear.

If youelbowyourwaythroughthe

crowds at an FIA European Truck 

Racing Championship round, you 

realise just how much there is going 

on. The ETRC field undoubtedly 

takes centre stage.

ETRA (the series promoter) has a 

calendar based around established 

events with a huge customer base, like 

the German Truck GP that has been 

going for 30 years. Autograph sessions 

are a feature of  the weekend in the fan 

village, rather than in the teams’ 

awnings. All the drivers are in a row, 

pen in hand as the stars of  the show.

The fan village is the focal point of  

the paddock, with the autograph 

sessions, interviews and slot truck 

racingtrackstheretoo.It iswherethe

podiums are conducted, rather than 

on the circuit’s structure, meaning 

fans get to mingle with drivers.

Television coverage comes in 

the form of 24-minute highlight 

programmes after the event, in 

English, French and German, while 

major manufacturer presence 

(especially in Germany) adds to the 

scale of  the event. Add in concerts, 

show truck parades and a go-stop 

competition, there is no escaping 

juggernaut jollity.

The diesel dicers get four races, 

two each day, while in France and 

Germany, the local racers get a chance

to hit the track too in their domestic 

series.ButwhereETRAhasbeen

savvy is in the Grammer Cup, backed 

by the German car and truck interior 

specialists, for the non-pro Chrome-

graded drivers and an incentive for 

drivers that don’t want to commit to 

the cost of  registering for a whole 

season and who rock up as race-by-

race entrants. Wherever possible, 

ETRA is welcoming rigs to the grid.

Grids, and exposure, are growing all 

the time. The ETRC is booming.

David Addison

I
t isveryeasytodislike
thosepeoplewhoare
goodateverything.
JamieAndersonis
oneof those,atleast
whenitcomesto
anythingwithawheel.

Havingspentover10yearsrallying,

startinginthehumblePeugeot205

Challenge,hegraduallyworked

uptowinningBTRDAeventsina

MitsubishiLancerWRC05,winning

theWoodpeckerRallyin2015and

theSevernValleyin2016tocap

hisachievements.

Notcontentwithhisrallying,itwas

timeforachangeforAnderson,and

for2018heswitchedfull-timetotruck

racinginBritainandEurope,taking

twowinsand12podiumsinthe

BritishTruckRacingChampionship.

Itwasamorenaturaltransition

thanprobablyappearsobvious,with

Andersonrunninganeponymous

commercialsbusiness,offering

MOTs,servicinganddiagnostics

ontrucksinthedayjob.

“AsakidIusedtogoandwatch

truckracing,andtheguysthat

workherealwayssaid‘weneedto

haveagoattruckracing,stopthe

rallying’,becauseourbusinessis

framedaroundcommercials,”

Andersonexplains.

“IdidBRC[BritishRally

Championship,in2016-’17]andit

didn’tquitefeelright,therewasa

lotof timeawayfromworkandI

wasn’treallygettingtheenjoyment

outof itthatIshouldhavebeen.”

Ac

commonplaceintruckrac g

workswithAnderson’sbusiness

regularly.Itsbosseswerekeentoget

Andersonoutandracingandinvited

himtotestDaveJenkins’struckin

ademoatRockingham.Despite

Jenkinsalsodoingrallies,thepair

hadnevercrossedpaths.

AndersondidthePembreyround

of thechampionshipandscored

apodiumonhisdebutweekend,

havingneverseenthetrackbefore.

Indeed,Andersonhadn’tbeen

involvedinmotorsportuntilthe

mid-2000sandhadneverdriven

onacircuitbefore.

Despitebeingatamassive

disadvantage,notknowingthe

tracks,it’sbeenabrilliantly

successfulyear.

“I’dnevertouchedatrackinmy

life.TalktomeaboutKielderForest

andit’sfine,butnotsomewherelike

PembreyorBrandsHatch,”hesays.

“I’vejustrockedupeveryweek,got

mypush-bikeoutandcycledthe

tracks.That’sit.Nothingpriorto

thattotryandgetmyheadaround

them.IcycleiteverydayIamthere

justtogetmyself familiarised.

“I’vehadtodropbeingflamboyant!

Youcangetawaywithitongravel

butyouhavetobealotmoreneat

andtidyincircuitracing.

“TheonethingIhavestruggled

withisreferencepointsbecausein

rallyingyouwouldn’tnormally

useareferencepointforbrakingor

turningthecarin,it’sdoneon

naturalfeeling.Evennowatthe

endof theyear,I’mstill tryingtoget

myheadaroundreferencepoints.

That’sbeenthebiggestdifference,

howstrictyouhavetobe.

“Inrallyingthere’salotof balls

involved,onthecircuityourdriving

stylehastochangedramatically

tobemoreprecise.”

WinsatDoningtoninJulyand

BrandsinNovember–wherehealso

scoredfastestlap–wereparticular

highlightsinafantasticdebutyear.

Whilehehasconfirmedthathe

wantstoreturntorallying,being

aloneinthecockpitandtracking

hispreyonacircuithasexcited

theLeicesterdriver.

“Theexperienceof winningisthe

same,butthethingIhaveenjoyed

istheon-trackaction,”headds.

“Beingabletotradepaintwith

people,havingatarget.

“Ihavestruggledwithqualifying,

Truck awards for rookie racer Anderson was losing enjoyment in rallying during 2017 BRC year

The European Truck Racing Championship is packing in some huge crowds

Jamie Anderson (centre)

European trucks are popular 
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REVIEW: BTRDA RALLY SERIES

LEPLEY AND WOODBURN
ACHIEVETHE IMPROBABLE

The wait for a front-wheel-drive Silver Star winner is over. By Jack Benyon

MattEdwards/DarrenGarrod

tookvictoriesonallbut twoof

thesixroundstheystarted in

theBTRDAthisyear,but the

championship fizzledoutafter

PaulBird’sdeparture fromthe

seriesafter theCarlisleStages.

FordFiestaR5driverEdwards

tookawheeloff ontheopening

round, theCambrianRally,

despitedominating.Thenhehad

twoinstancesof powersteering

failureontheCarlisleStages,

meaningasecondwasmiraculous.

Bird’s titlebidappeared

validatedbywinninginCarlisle

havingtakenmaximumpointson

theCambrian,combinedwith

twothirds,ontheSevernValley

andPlains.ButafterCarlisle

MotorsportNewsunderstands

hewasbannedfromcompeting,

relatingtoananti-dopingmatter,

whichhehasappealed.

That leftEdwards inthedriving

seat.Hewonthenext twoevents to

put thetitle tobedoneroundearly.

StephenPetch, thereigning

champion,struggledto livewith

Edwards’ speeddespite theadded

paceof hisFordFiestaRSWRC.

Hehadbeenleading inCarlislebut

visitedaditch,andthatsignalled

theendof hisrealistic titlehopes.

Threeunlikelydriversrounded

out thetopfive,withPatNaylor/

IanLawrencetakingthird.Despite

missingoutonthe Production Cup

to Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy,

finishing in higher positions on

certain events gave Mitsubishi

Lancer E9 driver Naylor third

in the overall championship.

Ian Joel and Graeme Wood’s

trusty and still rapid Ford Escort

RS Cosworth beat Thompson to

finish fourth.

Luke Francis was strong in his

first season in a Fiesta RS WRC.

But retirements on the Cambrian

and Carlisle stunted progress,

and he did not contest the last

round. Second in the standings

would have been achievable.

T
he year is 2007. 
That’s the last 
time a front-
wheel-drive car 
won the Silver 
Star category, 
Graham 

Middleton steering a Hyundai 
Coupe Kit Car to the title. Now 
the duck has been broken by 
the brilliant George Lepley, in 
a 1600 Ford Fiesta R2 no less.

It was a dominant year for Lepley, 

winning the R2 Rallye Trophy in 

its inaugural year, topping the class 

on every single round he entered. 

But, despite the fact that the Silver 

Star is usually taken by a two-litre 

Ford Escort Mk2, it was also the 

target from the start of  the season.

“I remember saying at the start 

of  the year ‘I reckon I can go for 

top three in the Silver Star, if  not 

go for the win’,” explains Lepley.

“Some people looked at me funny. 

But I believed I could do it. I knew 

it would be a mega achievement 

as we’re in the first R2, it’s a 1600 

and a bit outdated now.”

The 21-year-old, studying 

Chemical Engineering at the 

University of  Nottingham, could 

truly commit to this season 

having had a part year in 2017. 

The biggest challenge was 

adapting to a left-hand-drive car, 

but thanks to the family business

it wasn’t too much of  a problem.

Since before George was born, 

his father Jason has bought and 

sold rally cars, many of  them with 

great history and driven by Colin 

and Jimmy McRae, Ari Vatanen, 

Russell Brookes and Henri 

Toivonen, to name but a few. 

“Hopping in and out of  different 

cars gives you special awareness – 

I’ve done Goodwood and shows – 

you do get used to adapting quickly 

to lots of  different cars,” he says.

“Seeing the cars come out of  the 

shed and driving them down the 

road now and again, even if  I have 

to persuade dad. It’s surreal when 

you’ve watched videos of  the cars 

on YouTube and then you get 

to drive them, wondering what 

must have been going through 

the guys heads driving them 

on an event.”

Lepley got quicker and quicker 

as the year went on, taking two 

sevenths with a third sandwiched 

between in the Silver Star on the 

Cambrian, Severn Valley and 

Plains rallies to start the year. 

A class win in Carlisle, a second 

on the Nicky Grist and a win on the 

Woodpecker meant he’d wrapped 

up the Silver Star and the R2 Rallye 

Cup with a round to spare, and 

finished ahead of  the likes of  Luke 

Francis in his Ford Fiesta RS WRC, 

having done the same number of

Lepley/Woodburn 

won R2 Trophy too

GoldStar:MattEdwards/DarrenGarrod(FordFiestaR5)
SilverStar:GeorgeLepley/TomWoodburn (FiestaR2)
ProductionCup:RussThompson/AndyMurphy (MitsubishiLancerE9)
HistoricCup:ErnieGraham/RobinKellard (FordEscortMk2)
Overall1400:DaveBrick/TobyBrick (VauxhallNova)
OverallRallyFirstdriver:MatthewBaddeley (ToyotaCorolla)
OverallRallyFirstco-driver:LiamJohnson(SEATArosa)
RallyFirst juniorsaward:LJohnson/SamJohnson(Arosa)
R2RallyeCup:Lepley/Woodburn
STTrophy: JamesGiddings/SionCunniff (FiestaST)
Overall Juniordriver:Lepley
Overall Juniorco-driver:LJohnson
Seniors: Ian Joel/GraemeWood(FordEscortRSCosworth)
B14:Edwards/Garrod
B13: Joel/Wood
B12:AllanMcDowall/GavinHeseltine (EscortMk2)
B11:AndyDavison/TomMurphy (TalbotSunbeam)
B10:Lepley/Woodburn
NR4:Thompson/Murphy
N3:Giddings/Cunniff
H4:TomCoughtrie (MitsubishiGallantVR4)
H3:Graham/Kellard
H1/2:Barry Jordan/PaulWakely (Fiat131Abarth,HillmanAvenger)
1400Cdriver:PerryGardener (Nova)
1400Cco-driver: JaneWright (FordKA)
1400S:DBrick/TBrick (Nova)
RallyFirst2.0driver:Baddeley
RallyFirst2.0co-driver:CalvinHouldsworth (Corolla)andAlexBooth (MGZR)
RallyFirst1.6:EmmaMorrison/JonQuintrell (VolkswagenLupoGTI)
RallyFirst1.4:LJohnson/SJohnson

BTRDA CHAMPIONSHIP AND CLASS WINNERS

events, in seventh overall. 

Lepley’s co-driver, Tom 

Woodburn, added the Silver Star 

and R2 Rallye Cup in the BTRDA 

to the Prestone Motorsport News 

Junior British Rally Championship 

co-driver award, in a fulfilling 

year for his trophy cabinet.

Andy Davison and Tom Murphy 

were his closest rivals in a Talbot 

Sunbeam, but their bid was hurt by 

car trouble on the Nicky Grist and 

with a low score on the Trackrod 

Rally. Persistent struggles to get 

the most out of  the car scuppered 

the pair’s title push, but by the end 

of  the year they looked much more 

like themselves and will be strong 

contenders next year if  they return. 

Allan McDowall took the title 

in 2011, and scored third in this 

year’s Silver Star standings as 

the top Ford Escort, with Gavin 

Heseltine on the notes. Carlisle 

and Woodpecker retirements 

hit his bid hard. 

Max Utting didn’t finish outside 

of  the podium places in the three 

events he did, and would have been 

a likely challenger for the title in 

his modified Ford Fiesta ST had he 

completed the year. Rob Dennis 

(Escort Mk2) and Ieuan Rowlands 

(Hillman Avenger)  also took class 

wins, but the latter did one round 

and the former retired from the 

Nicky Grist and the Woodpecker.

POINTS
Silver Star series

P DRIVER CAR  PTS

1  George Lepley  Ford Fiesta R2 138
2  Andy Davison  Talbot Sunbeam 126
3  Allan McDowall  Ford Escort Mk2 125
4  Bob Vardy  Ford Fiesta R2  125
5  Ernie Graham  Ford Escort Mk2 118
6  Chris Powell Talbot Sunbeam 109

After winning all but two events he entered, Edwards/Garrod ran wild

EDWARDS TAKES GOLD STAR WIN IN DREAM YEAR

The ping-pong battle
for Production Cup 
titles swayed back in 
Russ Thompson/Andy 
Murphy’s favour, the 
2016 champions taking 
a second triumph. 

Naylor, the 2015 and 
2017 champion, finished 
higher up in the overall 
championship in third, 
but Thompson’s four 
class wins to Taylor’s 
three was the decider. 

Barry Jordan’s second 
place on the Cambrian 
proved to be the deciding 
factor in the Historic 
Cup, with Ernie Graham 
taking the title. Graham 
and co-driver Robin 
Kellard scored five wins 
to Jordan’s three, but 
Jordan did take the 
H1/H2 category in his 
Hillman Avenger, which 
arguably shouldn’t have 

challenged Graham’s
mighty Escort anyway. 
Jordan did bring out his 
Fiat 131 Abarth for one 
round, and was fifth in 
the H3 category on 
the Plains.

The difference of 
two points allowed the 
flamboyant Dave Brick 
and co-driver Toby 
Brick to take the 1400 
Championship, and 
the class 1400S win with 
it. Brick’s better score in 
Carlisle by four points 
over second place man 
Chris Powell and Jim 
Lewis’s Talbot Sunbeam 
helped to establish 
Brick’s title. It was the 
Ludlow driver’s first win in 
the series, the reliability of 
his Vauxhall Nova usually 
costing him ground but it 
was meant to be in 2018.

It was a Rallyme Toyota 

Corolla dogfight on the
Trackrod to decide the 
outcome of the Rally 
First series, with 
Matthew Baddeley 
emerging ahead with 
victory as team-mate 
Guy Butler crashed out. 
It was the Rallyme team’s 
send off as John Goff 
closes the team down 
having competed since 
the 1980s.

A knackered gearbox 
ruled Ewan Tindall/
Paul Hudson out of an 
impressive year of battling 
for the ST Trophy. It was 
his first year rallying in the 
forests having graduated 
from the Junior 1000 
Championship. James 
Giddings/Sion Cunniff 
ended the year with a win 
in Tindall’s absence, 
their third maximum 
score of the season.

POINTS
Gold Star  series

P DRIVER CAR  PTS

1 Matt Edwards  Ford Fiesta R5 148 
2 Stephen Petch Ford Fiesta RS WRC 135
3 Patrick Naylor Mitsubishi Lancer E9 129
4 Ian Joel Ford Escort RS Cosworth 121
5 Russ Thompson Mitsubishi Lancer E9 120
6 Paul Bird Ford Focus WRC08 114

Brick won 1400 title Baddeley in RF2.0 Group N: Thompson

Giddings: ST win

SILVER STAR

GOLD STAR
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W
hat a year I’ve 
had, I must say 
it’s been the 
most challenging, 
enjoyable and 
successful year 

I’ve had in National Hot Rods. I started 
the year coming of the back of a three-
meeting ban and several missed 
rounds due them being snowed off.

The first major championship was then 
quickly upon us and I was a bit rusty. W hen 
I arrived at the European Championship at 
Lochgelly in Scotland, the pace was there. 
A single practice session was all that was 
required for me to recognise I had a good 
car underneath me.

By Turn 1 the job was done: the polesitter 
went wide by half a car and I was in. The car had 
the pace to pull away and it was an easy win.

The next major was the World Championship 
in July. The previous mentioned ban and 
cancelled events conspired against me which 
resulted in not enough points gained to qualify. 
That was an unpleasant weekend at home.

In the National Championship in August, 
qualifying races were brilliant and put me 
second on the grid. The race was less 
than exciting and a result of third place felt 
like failure. On reflection, it wasn’t, there 
were 50 cars entered so to finish third was 
no mean feat.

The final major of the year was the British 
Championship in Northern Ireland. I qualified 
outside pole but managed to go round the 
outside of polesitter Adam Hylands on lap 
one. I was confident of the win and managed 
the race perfectly until the last lap: my 
concentration lapsed for a split second as we 
arrived behind backmarkers, that split second 
was enough for Hylands to charge down the 
inside. Hylands went on to win while I went 
rallycrossing across the infield…

That’s normally the end of the significant races 
but there was one more event. The inaugural 
Angie Rowe Memorial was hastily planned to tie 
in with the last event of 2018, Bonfire Night at 
Hednesford. This is always a great event as the 
atmosphere is electric, a big crowd is always 
guaranteed and racing under the floodlights 
speeds everything up. Angie Rowe was a 
legend of National Hot Rod racing, her 
dedication to the sport was immense, 
she would always be working away in the 
background to make events as well run 
and organised as they could be.

The racing was intense, the level of focus 
from all drivers was absolute. Racing three 
abreast became constant, overtaking 
relentless. Jason Kew was the man of the night 
and won the final in style, I finished third. 

I have never enjoyed my racing as much as 
this year, winning my first major was a big 
weight of my shoulders. I am absolutely 
convinced that the future of National Hot 
Rodsandoval racingwillbeagoodone.

NATIONAL HOT ROD RACER

SHANE 
BLAND
“The racing
been absol
intense”

AGREE/DISAGREE?
letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

By Hal Ridge

Rallycross Supercar 
racer Simon Horton is 
planning a full-time 
return to the British 
Rallycross Championship 
next season, driving an 
updated version of his 
Subaru Impreza Supercar. 

Horton hasn’t raced 

regularly since he competed 

in the BTRDA Clubmans 

Rallycross Championship in 

2017, largely due to clashing 

work commitments, but is 

working on the development 

of  his self-built Supercar 

ahead of  2019. 

“I’m definitely racing in a 

full British campaign next 

year with the Impreza,” said 

Horton. “There’s quite a lot 

going on in the background 

and the main goal will be to try 

and consistently be in the 

Supercar final throughout the 

season, and aim towards the 

podium positions.” 

Horton’s most recent season 

of selected British RX events 

was in 2016 when he contested 

five rounds and finished 11th 

overall in the standings. 

“Having not raced in the 

British championship for a few 

years, I’m looking forward to 

having some close races again 

and also tackling Silverstone 

for the first time,” said Horton, 

who finished on the podium 

in British RX’s visit to Dutch 

circuit Valkenswaard in 2014 on 

his way to fifth in the 

championship. “Hopefully 

there will be a lot of  cars on 

the grid in 2019 – I absolutely 

relish that prospect,” he said.

“It can only lead to closer 

racing, more competition 

and a better spectacle for 

the spectators.” 

Next season will  mark 15 

years since Horton’s rallycross 

debut, when he campaigned a 

Stock Hatch class Peugeot 205.

HORTON TARGETS SUCCESS ON 
BRITISH RALLYCROSS COMEBACK

Subaru man will 

aim for final starts

Prost will make ice race return

Prost plots a return to Andros Trophy in an electric machine

Howard swaps F1
for... BriSCA F1 win

Experienced single-seater and 

endurance racer Niclas Prost 

will compete full-time in the 

Andros Trophy ice racing series 

this winter in a four-wheel-drive, 

four-wheel-steer electric car. 

Prost debuted the new top-

flight electric car, called the 

Andros Sport 01, last winter 

and will join Aurelien Panis and 

Franck Lagorce by racing the 

machines in the mixed-power 

Elite Pro category this winter. 

“I am very happy to return 

to the Trophee Andros for a full 

season,” said Prost, who was 

the first champion of the sport’s 

single-make electric category 

in 2010. Last winter, he also raced 

for the DA Racing squad. 

 “I have kept in touch with 

the ice these past two seasons 

by doing several one-off  races. 

Between the Enedis Trophee 

Andros electric [class] and the 

Formula E, I have always been 

a great enthusiast of  driving 

in electric motorsport. 

“I cannot wait to find out 

our performance against the 

thermal [internal combustion] 

cars and to be a part in this 

new historical challenge.”

John Fack and passenger Andy 
Gowen’s run of domination in sporting 
trials continued on Sunday at the 
Loughborough event with their fifth 
trial overall win in the last six events of 
the autumn, dropping just a single 
point on the last round of sections. 

Josh Veale proved his closest 
challenger dropping just three points, 
with Peter Fenson completing the 
podium in dry conditions. Northern 
club champion-elect Bryan Walker 
ventured to the Midlands to finish in 
fourth, tying with Jerome Fack who 
suffered from a poor first round. 

Outgoing British champion Roland 
Uglow returned for the first time since 
the spring to finish in sixth. Roger 
Bricknell won the expert live-axle class, 
in ninth, while Bob Packham made a 
costly error on the last round to drop 
to 10th but was best intermediate live-
axle from Arthur Carroll. Martin 
Grimwood won the intermediate 
independent- class in 14 th. Darren 
Underwood won the Rookie class.

Duncan Stephens
Loughborough Sporting Trial
Organiser: MSA/BTRDA Loughborough Car Club 
Where: Grantham When: November 18 Starters: 28. 
1 John Fack (MSR) 1 point; 2 Josh Veale (Sherpa) 3 
points; 3 Peter Fenson (Hamilton); 4 Bryan Walker (Jedi); 
5 Jerome Fack (MSR); 6 Roland Uglow (Crossle); 7 Boyd 
Webster (Crossle); 8 Julian Fack (Crossle); 9 Roger 
Bricknell (Facksimile); 10 Bob Packham (Kincraft).

BriSCA F1: Birmingham
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: BriSCA BMB Where: Birmingham Wheels
When: November 17 Starters: 71.

Formostof theyear,BenHoward

spendshistimeatthevarious

grandprixcircuitsaroundthe

worldworkingintheWilliamsF1

garageasamechanic.Heoften

spendsanysparetimeracing

hisBriSCAF2.

WhenFinnSargentsuffered

anarminjuryduringtheweek

leadinguptotheevent,heoffered

Howardthechancetodrivehis

carattheGalameeting.Howard

jumpedatthechanceandit

provedtobefruitfulashetook

hismaidenfinalvictory.

AlthoughHowardledfrom

flag-to-flag, itwasnotaneasy

victoryasthefieldwasbunched

upseveraltimesbyyellowflags.

However,oneachrestart,he

maintainedhisadvantageonhis

pursuersandheldoff alate-race

chargefromJoeNickolls.

Howardsaid:“Ican’tbelieveit.

Winningthefinalandbringing

BriSCA F1

theDaveLeonardMemorial

Trophy back to Rochdale – both 

mine and Leonard’s home town 

– means a lot to me and is so 

special words can’t describe it. I 

got a bit excited and emotional on 

the last lap and got the car a bit 

sideways but managed to collect 

it up before crossing the line.”

Second placed Nickolls, who 

is in his first season of racing, 

said: “I know I shouldn’t be 

disappointed with second, but 

I am. I needed a few more laps 

and I t hink I would have caught 

Howard. There were a lot of  

lapped cars between us on the 

restarts. That hurt my chances.”

Anthony Whorton-Eales 

brought his Murray Harrison-

ownedcarhomeinthirdplace.

“Murray worked on the car all 

night and it was getting better 

in each race. It was on rails in 

the final. I wish I could have 

more seat time and then I would 

really be on the pace. I just 

love driving these cars.”

Earlier in the night Lee 

Fairhurst won his second 

consecutive Under 25s 

championship. “Dave Leonard 

was a close family friend and as 

this is the last time I am eligible 

for the race I really wanted 

to win it,” he said. 

Result
1 Ben Howard; 2 Joe Nickolls; 3 Ant Whorton-Eales; 4 
Ashley England; 5 Jess Smith; 6 Gordon Moodie; 7 Mick 
Brassey; 8 Frankie Wainman Junior Jr; 9 Kelvin Hassell; 
10 Dean Mayes.

Howard was

untroubled

SPORTING SCENE
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A herculean effort shouldn’t be ignore

Dean Chilvers enjoyed watching Sebastien Loeb on Rally Spain recentlyJohn Henderson’s memory of the TCR UK Championship’s visit to Knockhill this year

Patrick Henson from Rally of the Tests

Mike Griffin from Rally of the Tests

BTCC Vauxhall testing, by Rich Cranston

An AC Owners Club sprint at the Goodwood Motor Circuit, taken by Robert Clayson

Richard Salisbury’s rallying shot

Rally Valpantena, by Howard Fowler

Keith Jones caught Craig Breen at work

The battle for this season’s World Rally Championship hung in the balance through the various twists and turns of Rally Australia last 
weekend, which made it an absorbing event.

Sebastien Ogier’s title was taken, in the end, with a lame fifth position as both Thierry Neuville and Ott Tanak crashed out of the event. But that should take
nothing away from the job that the Frenchman did over the course of the 13 rounds. He showed the class that has made him the most decorated man in the
time WRC service park.

The efforts and expertise that Malcolm Wilson’s M-Sport squad has put into this triumph can’t be downplayed. The Cumbrian firm has taken risks, and has
raided its own piggybank to make sure that it can continue to take on the weight of the works teams without its own factory funding. It really is a David versus
Goliath story which should warm the heart.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

Sebastien Ogier’s march to a sixth WRC crown wasn’t easy, but his team helped

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

Tim Sawyer’s photograph and a pair of Austin-Healeys from the Rally of the Tests
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NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28

LISTINGSTV GUIDE

LIVE TVLIVE F1

Formula2:YasMarina
Race1:Saturday,1430-1530hrs,

SkySportsF1
Race2:Sunday,0930-1030hrs,

SkySportsF1

GP3:YasMarina
Race 1: Saturday, 0825-0915hrs,

Sky Sports F1
Race 2: Sunday, 0805-0850hrs,

Sky Sports F1

AbuDhabiGrand
Prix

SkySportsF1HD
Drivers’pressconference:

Thursday,1100-1130hrs
FP1:Friday,0845-1050hrs
FP2:Friday,1245-1455hrs
FP3:Saturday,0945-1115hrs
Qualifying:Saturday,

1200-1430hrs
Race:Sunday,1130-1610hrs

Channel4HD
FP1:Friday,0855-1035hrs
FP2:Friday,1255-1500hrs
FP3:Saturday,0955-1125hrs
Qualifying:Saturday,

1155-1445hrs
Race:Sunday,1200-1635hrs

Caterhams at Rockingham

Tune in for the world-famous 

Formula 3 race from the streets 

of  Macau as Brit Dan Ticktum 

attempted to repeat his triumph 

from 2017 (Thursday, 1700-

1805hrs, Eurosport 2). 

But 2018 F3 champion Mick 

Schumacher and a host of  

other drivers would be doing 

everything they could to win 

the Macau GP themselves. 

Also racing on the streets of  

Macau was the WTCR series, 

(Thursday,2100-2200hrs,

Eurosport2).GabrieleTarquini

hadacomfortableleadinthe

standingsbutwouldhebeable

to hold off  the advances of  

Yvan Muller for the inaugural 

WTCR crown?

The latest round of the World 

Endurance Championship’s 

2018/19 superseason took place 

in China for the 6 Hours of  

Shanghai (Friday, 1430-1530hrs, 

BT Sport 3), as Fernando 

Alonso attempts to move one 

step closer to securing his 

maiden sportscar title. 

And finally, relive the best 

bitsof the2018MichelinLe

MansCupwithaseason

reviewonMonday

(2230-2300hrs,BTSport3).Ticktum won 2017 Macau GP in thrilling last-corner drama

Verstappen and Ocon clash was key talking point from Brazilian GP

Russell is favourite to take Formula 2 title in Abu Dhabi this weekend

RACING
SATURDAY

Rockingham, Northants
Super Send Off Meeting: 
Saloons, Sports/GT, Single-
Seaters, One-Hour Race, 
Caterhams, Starts racing from 
1100hrs (qualifying from 0845hrs) 
Admission £16 Web rockingham.
co.uk Contact 0870 1660438

RALLY
SATURDAY

Blyton Park, 
Lincolnshire
Plastics 4 Performance Hall 
Trophy Rally
Starts 0930hrs Admission TBC
Web clitheroe dmc.co.uk

SUNDAY
Trac Mon, Anglesey

Pentraeth Automotive Group 
Glyn Memorial Stages
Starts 1130hrs Admission TBC
Web camconline.co.uk

Listings correct at time of press but 
please check before travelling

ABU DHABI
GRAND PRIX REPORT

WHO WILL WIN THE FINAL F1 RACE OF 2018?

FAREWE T
R CK NG AM

MOST IMPORTANT PEOPLE 
IN BRITISH MOTORSPORT


















