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Aftersigning offon
his time with M-Sport
as aworld champion,
Sebastien Ogler paid
anemotional tribute
to the British squad
and assured team
members he would
never forget them.
Ogier’ssixth
consecutive world title
washissecondinone
of the Cumbrian-built
Ford Fiesta WRCs.
- Following his2018 win,
he willnow move to
. Citroen for nextseason.
R . - et “Icannoteverforget
e - . - . % " myteam,” hesaid. “These
: = : " Z ..~ . = guysallofthem,they
R o T TR el ~ + aresospecial. Whatwe
T S e L i ees achieved together, this
. e : © .= w e e willstay withmeforever.”

- = )
' o T 2
P S ko

= e Fullstoxy P2-3

P e

PLUS TOYOTA'S LATVALA TAKES RALLY AUSTRALIA WINY P20

ez 4 0B COLLARDIEZ

GETTING BACK O TRIGK &~
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Sebastien Ogier was able to celebrate his title success at the end of the powerstage
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By David Evans

Just hours after clinching his
sixth world title, Sebastien
Ogier admitted he did wonder
why he’d decided to leave
Malcolm Wilson’s M-Sport
Ford World Rally Team.
Ogier’sfifth place on Rally
Australia was enough for him to
take anemotional and incredible
victory after the most competitive
seasoninadecade. Ogier admitted
he wasunsure when hejoined
M-Sportfor thestartof last
season, describing the move
asagamble—but one which
paid off handsomely.
“Ididn’tknow what to expect,”
Ogiertold Motorsport News. “How
couldI? But whenIsigned,Iwould
have signed forlessthanthis.
It’sbeenincredible, justan
incredible journey.
“Ihavetosay,it’s very hardtosay
Iamleaving, butit’slike...leaving
agirl youlove; why are we doing
that? Why now when we achieve
everythinginthelasttwo years.
Butnow wehave an exciting

adventure waitingfor usnow and
Tamalsolookingforward to this
onenow. Atleast we say goodbye
inthebestway.”

Ogier singled Wilson out for
special praise and talked of the
special bond the pair have forged
sincethey began working
togetherlast year.

“He’saspecialman,” said Ogier.
“He’sagreat businessman, a great
human and thebestboss. He’s
somebody who hasbeenin
rallyingforaverylongtime.I
remember whenIsaid alongtime
agothatIwould like to work with
Malcolm some day andnow I have
done thatand you can believe me
whenIsaythatthistimedidn’t
disappointme.

“Hehassuch passion for rallying
and for everythinghedoes. He
doeseverythingat 120 per cent
all of thetime. When thereisa
problem or something thatneeds
tobeimproved or changed, he
would do everything he could tofix
it. Sometimesthe budget blocked
things, buthe was always so
determined to give me the best;

Ican’tremember one time when
Malcolm said tome: ‘No, that’snot
possible, we can’t.’ Whenever we
mention somethingtomakethe
car better, he said we could doit
andwewould doit.

“Honestly, I am goingtomiss
him and miss this whole team.
I'mgoingtomiss my team-Ijust
hopeI’'mnot goingtomiss this
cartoomuch!”

Anemotional Wilson admitted
M-Sport would miss Ogier and
co-driver Julien Ingrassia
enormously in the future—afuture
whichremainsuncertainfor the
Cockermouth-based team.

“Wehave torebuild now,”
said Wilson. “My efforts will
now bedirected at makingthe
commercial side of this thing
stack up. But what a story we’ve
written together, eh? Hasn’tit been
fantastic. You know me, I'm quite
emotional about thesethingsand
Thavetosaytoday hasbeenthe
most stressful eventI’ve ever
beeninvolved with.

“The stress was coming from
somany different places. The
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Frenchman on top of the world with sixth WRC title

-OGIER LAUDS °SP

conditions, thefight, the battle
and, of course, everything that
was at stake—there was somuch
goingon. Butabove all of that,
there was somuch stressand
emotion becauseIdidn’t want to
letthem down and I wanted toend
thisunbelievable adventure on the
highest of highs. We’ve done that -
and what a way todoit: winning
thelast powerstage of the season!
ButImustadmit,nowI’ve got such
mixed emotions. We're goingto
miss Seband Julien ashuman
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beings, butasateam we'realso
goingtomisstheresults. Likel
said, we’ve been through this
before —now we will build again.”
Wilson wasn’tthe only driver
turned team principal celebrating,
Toyota’s Tommi Makinen added
hisfirst world titlein chargeof a
team to thefour he wonasadriver.
“Thisisaspecial moment,” he
said. “Tothink thatthreeanda
half yearsago, this project didn’t
even exist. We have worked, we
havebuilt togetherasateam and

ALL THE ACTION FROM COFFS HARBOUR » 9 JPAGE 20

]ulie Ingrassia,boss MalcolmWilson and Sebastien Ogier

Iam so proud of what we have
achieved and this title we have
won for Toyota. It’sincredible,
but now we have to look to build
more and move forward into
thefuture.”

Toyota driver Ott Tanak missed
out onthedrivers’ championship,
crashingout of therally on the
penultimate stage —just one test
after Ogier’smainrival
Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville
ended his own bid for amaiden
drivers’ crown against atree.

Sebastien Ogier will begin
testing his Citroen C3 WRC
fornext season in Portugal
next week.

The Frenchman confirmed

he will drive the C3 for four
daysbeforetheend of the

year, with the first two coming

asdevelopmentrunningin
the Algarve.

“I’have two days on gravel
andtwodaysonTarmac,”
Ogiertold MN. “Iwilltry to
makethebestof it—butdon’t
forget that before 2017, when
Ijoined M-Sport,Ihad only
oneandahalf days.”

Ogier admitted his sixth
title defence would be as big
achallenge as anythingelse
he’dfaced. Headded:
“Nextyearisgoingtobea
bigchallenge because the
othersarereally ready—they
had some time with their car

and their team. Forus we
probably need some time to
change, toadapt and tomake
[the car] suit betterforus.It’s
abigchallenge, butthisis

what makesit excitingforme.”

Citroen team principal
Pierre Budarisequally
excited —especially as Ogier
will put the number ones on
thedoors of a Citroenforthe
first time since 2013.

“We are very happy for

Ogierwill get to sample a Citroen C3 for the first time

Sebastien’sresultin
Australia,” Budar said. “It’s
nice that he comesback to
us with thenumber one,

but we know we have work
todo with the car and to get
everything ready for next
year. We have some test on
gravelin Portugal next week,
this is for the development
of the car and then before
Christmas he will begin his
Monte Carlo testing.”
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F1 ROUND-UP

SeidltoF1?

Porsche’s former World Endurance
Championship LMP1team boss
Andreas Seidl is setto move into
Formula1inaseniorrole atan as
yetunknown team. Seidl made

his name working for the BMW
Sauber F1 squad until 2009, then
led BMW’s return to the DTM as
head of operations. Ithad been
suggested Seidl could have a
future at Ferrari, and he knows
Sebastian Vettel well from their
time together at BMW Sauber,

but a Ferrari spokesperson denied
any team management changes
are in the pipeline. Williams and
McLaren are both in the process
of rebuilding, but neither has an
opening atthe top level.

Hamilton hopeful
Lewis Hamilton predicts Mercedes

will enjoy “a great knock-on effect” for
2019 from clinching its fifth consecutive
title double in the face of increased
competition from Ferrari. “We win
races, and we've been very fortunate to
have a lot of success, but when we win
everyone is quite quiet — happy, but
quite controlled,” said Hamilton, after
his unexpected Brazilian Grand Prix
victory. “This time it was just great to

see everyone [celebrate]. Everyone was
just biting their nails through the year,

so it was such anincredible effort from
everyone. We kept hopes high and kept
our targets very, very high. This should
have a great knock-on effect for next year.”

Williams changes
Williams needs to make changes
in all areas of its organisation if it
is to recover from its disappointing
2018 campaign, says departing
engineering chief Rob Smediley.
Having taken third in the constuctors’
standingsin2014 and’15, Williams
slipped to fifth in’16, a position it
maintained lastyear, but this season
has slumped to last. “There’s never
one magic bulletis there,” said
Smedley. “In all areas really,you
can never stop learning and
improving. It’s along road, they’re
atalented bunch, there are some
really good technical people, some
reallygood engineers and a good
management group and the trick
now is they have to pull together
and startto goin onedirection.”

New Renault chief
Thierry Koskas will replace Jerome
Stoll as president of Renault’s sporting
arm next year. Koskas will take over

the Renault Sport Racing presidency,
reporting to Renault's group chairman
and chief executive officer Carlos
Ghosn, onJanuary 1 2019. Koskas
was named Renault's executive vice-
president of sales and marketing at the
start of 2016 and became a member of
the manufacturer's executive committee
inthe process. He has worked for
Renault since 1997. Stoll, a Renault
employee since 1980 who became
president of Renault Sport Racing in
early 2016, will turn 65 next year.
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Silverstone has

M Richards’s backing

A British Grand Prix on a street
circuitwould be “inappropriate”,
according to Motorsport UK
chairman David Richards, and he
has instead backed Silverstone
to maintain the Formula 1 event.
The Prodrive boss and 1981 World
. Rally champion co-driver hasbeen
the chairman of the UK motorsport
. governingbody since January of this
 year,andsaysthatitis “critical” that
Britainmaintainsan Flraceamid
speculation thatit could missout
onacalendar slotin 2020.
InJuly 2017 the British Racing
Drivers Club, which owns and operates
Silverstone, exercised a break clause

Formula1boss Chase Carey sayshe

agreements with the championship,
andreplace them with deals negotiated
by thenew management.

The only new race confirmed
on Carey’s watchis Vietnam,
which is scheduled for 2020.
However, he hasregularly
stated there’s extensive
interest from potential hosts,
and that the calendar could
extendtoupto25racesin
thefuture.

Meanwhile the futures of
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will dropracesthat have “unattractive”

with F1 promoter Liberty Media,
meaninganew deal-as yet unsigned -
will be needed for the 2020 race. Next
year’seventissafeandisthelast
before the break clause takes effect.
ALondon streetracehasbeen
rumoured for over 10 years, but
any prospective event would face
extensivered-tape andlogistical
issuessuch as closing busy
London streets, and thestreets '!
themselves wouldneedworkto  '*
besuitable for F1 cars todrive
onthemin competition.
“Silverstoneisthe only
placeinmy view that can
hosttherace,” Richards
(right)told MN. “Putting
anythingoninadifferent

several classic events, including the
British Grand Prix at Silverstone,
remainin doubtonce deals negotiated
by Bernie Ecclestonerun out.
Speaking during a conference call for
Libertyinvestors, Carey
stressed the new ownersare
working more closely with
race promoterstoputona
good show, suggesting thatin
thepastevents were “stale”.
“The promotion end of our
- businesshasbeen viewed as
Lih | morematurethan other
revenue streamsinF1,” he

BE INAF

placelike astreet circuitis
inappropriate, becauseit doesn’t
leavealegacy and usethe
infrastructure we have built
over the years[at Silverstone].
“It’scritical, inmy view, to
motorsport’s good health in this

country that wehavea Formulalrace.”

Motorsport UK providesthe

% infrastructure for the British

GrandPrix, but Richards says
thereareother thingsthat canbe

M. donetosupporttheracefromthe

organisation’s perspective.
“Obviously wearea
little bit on the sidelines
because the commercial
relationshipisbetween
F1and the BRDC,”

F1 boss Carey plans to drop races with “unattractive” agreements, threatening historic venues

said. “This perception was fuelled by
alack of investment or freshness by
thepriorregimein ourevents.

“Quite simply our events became
stale, which led promoters tofocuson
costs as opposed to growth.

“Webelieve thereisstill potential
growth, significant growth, in the
promotion segment, during the next
few years. The growth will be driven
by threefactors.

“First, we expect to expand our
calendar beyond our current
21-race schedule.

“The expansion will be modest,
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B F1 has visited London’s
| streets for demo events

added Richards. “We can help enable
thatasbestaswecan.

“Iattend anumber of meetings
with politicians at the moment and
it’'songoing. We are hopeful and
feel positively that it will cometo
astrong conclusion.

“We certainly don’t takeitfor granted
and we [Motorsport UK] have to play
our part. We have to provide the |
infrastructurefor therace, we |
provide the officials, the marshals.”

Last week, alandmark eventin
Richards’roleas Motorsport UK
chairman occurred when the
organisation changeditsname fromthe
Motor Sports Association or MSA, with
the promise of promotingthe sportin
the UK more as well asregulatingit.

but we have been excited by the number,
quality and diversity of new locations
interested in hostingarace.

“Second, we expect toreplace afew
existingraces where we inherited
unattractive agreements, with new
events or agreements, that are better
forracingand provide more value.

“Third, thereis significant long-
term valuein our higher-end
hospitality experience.

“Major events today increasingly rely
onthose customers willing and able to
pay for unique and tailored experiences,
bothinthe corporateandretailend.”

RACING OIL"

Sz DRIVEN
(0 3

Tel +44(0)1929 551557

racing@aaoil.co.uk www.aaoil.co.uk
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; P competingin Formula2next

- - L g season, whileitremainslikely
- ! . he will be with Team Mugen

for Super Formulain Japan.

FY— q}ﬁrﬂ Ticktum could drive
g/ 7 in Formula 2 in 2019
{ 1 L} Double Macau Grand Prix

: — = ~h A winner Dan Ticktum has

Y T : - confirmed hisinterestin

§ -* ,.i‘-‘,s

1%

2 - / After taking his second
. ’ el o . successive Macau GP victory,
- . 3“" Sinchie K the European F3runner-up and
‘r\ Red Bull Formula 1junior told
M m_ > _ : | | MN:*“Super Formulaislooking

almost 100 per cent. Asfaras F2
isconcerned, it’snottheteams’
faultthatit’s so expensive, but
if we can come toareasonable
dealI’dliketodothataswell.”

Ahostof F2drivers will
graduatefrom the championship
nextyear, as George Russell and
Lando Norrisgoto Formulal,
Maxi Gunther and Antonio Fuoco
head to Formula E and Tadasuke
Makino and Nirei Fukuzumi
switch to Super Formula.

Russell and British-born
Thaidriver Alex Albon will
fightfor the F2title this
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Sophia Florsch hasundergone Daruvalaontheflat-outrunto of theDallaracar,” said the time of theaccident,

asuccessful seven-hour Lisboa early in Sunday’srace. Florsch’s team boss Frits van explained thatit wasdueto weekendin AbuDhabi.
surgery onthespinal fracture Unabletoslowherdamaged Amersfoort after theaccident. yellow cautionlightsflashing ART Grand Prix’s Russell
shesufferedin herhorrific Van Amersfoort RacingDallara- Tsuboi was discharged from onthestraight. leads by 37points, with 48
Formula3crashinthe Mercedes, which registered hospital on Sunday night, Theincident happenedjust available acrossthe weekend,
Macau Grand Prix. 171.6mph through the while photographer Hiroyuki afterarestartfollowingan making DAMS ace Albon

The operation was conducted speedtrap, she waslaunched Minamiwas alsoreleased early safety car. anoutsider.
on Monday, with doctors overtheinside kerb at Lisboa after suffering concussion. “Comingafter Mandarin The GP3 Series alsocomestoa
sayinginapressconference intothe TOM’S Dallara-Toyota Chinese photographer Chan [the precedingright-hand closein AbuDhabi. ForceIndia
afterwardsthat her vital signs of Sho Tsuboi. Weng Wang, whohasalacerated  Kkink],Isaw the yellow, butl junior Nikita Mazepin trails
arestableandlimbsareactive Theimpactfired her over liver, isexpected toremainin think it was just amistake by Anthoine Hubert by 32 points
as MNwent topress. She will thebarrier and through the hospital for another 10days. theorganisers’station,” said with 48 on offer.
remain in hospital for up totwo catchfencingandintoan Racemarshal Chan Cha the Prema Powerteam driver. —
weeksbutthereisn’t thought area occupied by marshals suffered cutsand abroken “Sophia wasreally close to
tobe any fears of paralysis. and photographers. jaw but should be released Jehan, so when Jehan braked

The 17-year-old German “Wehavetothank the angels inthreetofourdays. early shehadnotimetoreact.
suffered theinjury after she hit shehad with hertoday,and Ferrarijunior Guan YuZhou, “Shehit Jehan’sright-rear,

theback of 15th-placed Jehan for the fantastic strength who was following Florsch at andthatspunheraround.”

Rain fails to dampen Toyota’s spirits after Shanghai 6 Hours 1-2

Toyotarecorded afourth victory therace,and it wasnotuntil hour up their second victory of 2018.

of the2018/19 World Endurance four that conditionsimproved Aston Martin secured itsfirst
Championship superseason sufficiently to allow serious victoryinthe GTE Pro class with
with a one-two finish in a stop- green-flagaction tocommence. itsnew Vantage GTE driven by f
start wet Shanghai6 Hours Jenson Button secured his Danish duo Nicki Thiim and Swede has won three FE races
race last weekend. first WEC podiuminthe Marco Sorensen, finishing .
Mike Conway, Jose Maria surviving SMP BR1 he shared seventh overall and ahead of Mahindra FE return for
Lopezand Kamui Kobayashi with Russian duo Mikhail the LMP2-winning #38 ORECA. =
scored their second consecutive Aleshin and Vitaly Petrov, alap The Dempsey-Proton squad of RﬂSBl'I(IVlSt in opener
wininthe#7TS050 Hybrid, down on the winning Toyota. Matt Campbell, Julien Andlauer Felix Rosenqvist will return
ahead of the sister #8 car shared LMP2honours wentto Jackie and Christian Ried recovered tothe Mahindra Racing
by Fernando Alonso, Kazuki Chan DCRacingforthethird fromtheblow of losingall the Formula E team for the 2018/19
Nakajima and Sebastien Buemi. timeinarow, with Ho-Pin pointsithasscored sofarin season-opening Ad Diriyah
Heavyrain caused twolengthy Tung, Gabriel Aubry and the 2018/19season by taking - ePrixin Saudi Arabia.
stoppagesin the openinghalf of Stephane Richelmi picking victoryin GTE Am. RaceinShanghaiwas stopped twice due to the torrential rain Rosengqvist left the Mahindra

team at the end of the 2017/18
season after signingadeal to
competein the IndyCar series
with Chip GanassiRacingin

Logano takes first NASCAR title with late pass

Alonso’s team heads entry for Renault Eurocup 57NN

Joey Logano won the 2018 setfor victory at various points. Arden Motorsport 19 alongside Scott Dixon.
NASCAR Cupseriestitlein Thefinale’s decisive moment Fernando Alonso’s FA Racingteam level,” said Alonso, whose squad AVF Mahindrathen announced
adramatic15-lap shootout came courtesy of alate caution, will step up to the Formula Renault already competesin F4and karting. BhaiTech Racing former Sauber Formula 1
followingalate caution at with thetitle contendersat Eurocupinthe 2019 season. “Thearrival of the new car was FA Racing driver Pascal Wehrlein as his
Homestead that pitched the thefront. The Eurocup championshiphas the opportunity to start on the same JD Motorsport replacement, pairing him with
final four contendersintoa Apoorrestartfromleader confirmed the othernineteams (right) levelasalltheteamsandweare Josef Kaufmann Racing Jerome D’Ambrosioinan all-
head-to-head battle. Busch allowed defending that will take part next season when now eagertobeonthestartinggrid MP Motorsport new line-up after Nick Heidfeld
The Penske driver led more champion Truex and then the seriesintroduces anew car, with toshow what wearemade of.” M2 Competition stepped back from competing.
lapsthan any of his otherfinal Logano past, before Truex FA Racingone of the threenew outfits. Oneteamnotreturning next R-ace GP But with Wehrlein unable to
fourrivals—Martin Truex Jr, wrongly took the high line twice “This series has provided some of seasonis Fortec Motorsports. The Tech 1 Racing race for the team until January
Kyle Busch and Kevin Harvick - allowing Logano through for my toughest competitorsin F1and this British squad had competedin the 2019, at which point he will
buteach contender had looked the win and hisfirst Cuptitle. highlightsits very high competitive seriesevery yearsince2011. have left the Mercedes junior
= programme, Rosenqvist has

On top of the i, _ _ been drafted into the Mahindra
world: Logano 3 :

outfit once again for the event

New Lamhorghini SUV series to launch in 2020 using mixed surfaces | onDecember1s.
® The BBC will screen every

Lamborghini will break new withtheintentiontorunthe isintalks with SRO torun the raceof the2018/19 FormulaE
ground in 2020 when the Italian series onmixed surfaces. series at existing Blancpain GT season viaits website and
brand launches motorsport’s Itisunderstood Lamborghini eventsalongside Super Trofeo TV red button platforms for
first SUV category. : forthe Huracan Evomodel, buta viewersinthe UK. The deal

Announced at the Super Trofeo calendar won’t bereleased until toscreen FE events means
eventat Vallelunga last weekend, - ., nextautumnwhenthefirstcar live motorsportreturnsto
Lamborghini Squadra Corse will & @ isduetobedebutedatthe2019 the BBC for the first time

runanarrive and drive series
for the twin-turba, V8650
horsepower Urus ST-Xmodels,

it Lamborghini World FinalatJerez. | sinceitstoppedbroadcasting
| Formulalgrands prix at
/ Lambo Urus ST-Xwillbeused | theend of the2015season.
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Car of choice:
Mercedes A-Class |

By Matt James

Renault UK Clio Cup battler
Daniel Rowbottom will step

up to the British Touring Car
Championship with Ciceley
Motorsportin2019in one of its
Mercedes-Benz A-Class cars.

Rowbottom, who was a three-time
race winner in the one-make series
in 2018 and finished fourth in the
standings, will line-up alongside
theteam’sregular driver Adam
Morgan at the start of next season.

Rowbottom hashad a background
in karting and several other national

one-make series, including the
Lotus Elise Trophy and the SEAT
Cupra Championship.

“Money has always been tight and
sotojointhe BTCCgridisadream
come true,” said Rowbottom. “With
Ciceley Motorsport we have found
ateamthatisaperfectfitand one

thatIamreally happy to be with.

We have been talking to the guys at
Ciceley for a while and I have areally
good feeling about the team and it
will be great to be able tolearn from
Adam Morgan who has proved that
the Mercedes-Benz A-Classisa
winningcar.Ican’t wait to get started.”

BTCC dream becomes reality for GT4 graduate Crees

Ginetta GT4 Supercup graduate
Michael Crees will move to the British
Touring Car Championship next
season after securingadeal torace
with Team Hard in one of its VW CCs.

Crees won the amateur division of the
Ginetta competition this season with 11
winsin his Century Motorsport-run
machine. Crees completes the Team
Hardline-up alongside returnees Bobby
Thompson and Mike Bushell and fellow
Ginetta graduate Carl Boardley.

The 35-year-old competed with the

team for thefirst timelast weekend
at Brands Hatch. He finished second
inclassand third overallin the
Britcar Endurance Championship
alongside Sam Randoninan
ex-BTCC Toyota Avensis.

Creessaid: “My dreamhasbecome
areality. Ithasbeen a very difficult
decision with whattodonext yearasI
have solittle experienceinracing, but
after winning two titles in two years of
racing, we wanted to challenge ourselves
in the hardest championshipinthe UK.”

Creeshad his first competitive taste of BTCC machinery in Britcar race

ilinski impressed on Ginetta ebut and will rturn in2019 for ful season

GPRM to enter Ginetta Junior series with two cars

Motorsportengineering specialist
GPRM will enter the Ginetta Junior
Championship next seasonforthe
firsttime.

Theteam, which used to supply
standard parts tothe British Touring
Car Championship and previously ran
carsinBritish GT, competed in the
Ginetta Winter Serieslast weekend with
karter Roman Bilinski. The 14-year-old,
whoimpressedin this season’s Ginetta
Junior Scholarship, claimed second in

therookie class and sixth overall ahead
of afull campaign in 2019.

“Forusit’safirstintermsof running
in thischampionship,” said GPRM
team manager Richard Williams.

“He’s[Roman] done very well and we
plan todothefull championship next
year, we plan toruntwo cars.

“It’smainly been driven by Roman,
we’ve gota good relationship and
it’ssomethingthat he wanted to
dofromkarting.”

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Mini star Smith to race
Excelr8’s MG6 BTCC car

Thenew Excelr8British Touring Car
Championship team has signed Mini
Challengerace winner Rob Smith asits
firstdriverforits MG6machinesin 2019.

The 26-year-old has been a frontrunner
in the one-make series for thelast four
seasons and willnow graduate tothe
topflight.

“It’sanabsolute dream come true to
be stepping-up to the British Touring Car
Championship for 2019, and especially
tobe doingit with Excelr8 Motorsport,”
said Smith. “AssoonasIjoinedtheteam
in 2014 it was clear that we both saw our
futureinthe BT'CC, soit’sfantasticto
finally makeitareality.”

Excelr8team manager Oliver Shepherd
said: “Robhasbeen with us for anumber
of yearsnow so we’re well aware of his
ability and the efforthe putsintobe
successful, so we were very keen for him
tomake the step up with us. Working with
adriver we know means we have oneless
variable to think about while we get to
grips with the demands of the BTCC.”

GINETTA

Two wins were enough for the title

Winter champion Hedley
eyes more Ginetta success

Ginetta Junior Winter Series champion
James Hedleyissettoagain competein
the main championship next season.
The Elite Motorsport driver took two
wins and the Winter Series crown at
Brands Hatchlast weekend and finished
eighthin the main standings this season,
claiming two podiums and three poles.
Hesaid: “I'mhopingtoberacing
nextseasoninthe Ginetta Junior
Championshipandit’s verylikely
itwill be with Elite again.
“We should have done alot better
[thisseason], wedidn’t get theresults.”
Elite Motorsport team manager Eddie
Ives confirmed Hedley was “90 per cent
signed up” for next season but stated
that Tom Emson would definitely
bereturning with the team.
“Ithink that with Tom and James,
we have a frontrunning pair for next
year,” said Ives.
@ Total Control Racing driver Ruben
Del Sarte has confirmed he will not
beracinginthe Ginetta Junior series
again. Having already competedin
two full seasons, the 17-year-old would
betooold.

HAVERSHA

Specialist finance solutions throughout the motorsport industry.
Helping your team build a competitive and successful future.

t 03333 447488 >< info@havcap.co.uk R havcap.co.uk
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Lewis Smith took the title at Brands

Smiths to move to G40 . o" i A
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Richard Smith says the decision s YD . f ' i -
toswitch series was reached before
the announcement that Intermarque
would be reborn as Super Silhouettes
under Pickups chief Sonny Howard
nextyear.

“It’s time for Lewis tomove on,
and one of the directors of our
sponsor Acclaim Contractsis
already in Ginettas,” said Richard.
“It’s ashame not to support the new
regime, but we’ve been talking to
Ginetta for a couple of years.

“The plan is tostartat the bottom e == : P -
and work up, with the ultimate aim ———— —~ D e

.,
of joining the BTCC package. We’re
buying three new cars and will be
running them ourselves.”

Veteranracer took a sixth place

Arif makes his turho
racing debut in a Saab

Formula Ford stalwart and historic
racer Wil Arif got hisfirst taste of
racingaturbo carlast weekend,
when he drove a Saab 9000 at Brands
Hatchinthe Modified Saloon races.

Havingraced since the 1970s and
competedinnearly 800races, Arif
hasactedasadriving coach for
Classic Touring Car Racing Club
Pre’93 Touring Car driver Stephen
Field thisseason.

Asthanksforhis work, SBG Racing
which runs the Saab 9000 gave Arif
the chance to get behind the wheel.

“It’sthefirsttimeI have actually
raced aturbo, thebestthingtodo
isnot toplay with the throttle but
feeditand justfind the grip,” said
Arif after qualifying.

“IthoughtIwould beattheback
but the poweris goingto comeby us
[intheraces]. We only qualified so
high becauseit wasslippery butI
willdriveitasfastasIcaninthedry.”

After qualifying third for the first
race, Arif slipped back against more
powerful opposition to sixth before
failingtofinish the second contest.

Thruxton was last SESESsS
visited in 2014 2

e——

———

The Porsche Carrera Cup GB will

. head toBarcelonaforthefirsttime

nextyear after makinganumber of
tweaks toits provisional 2019 calendar.

The series had originally pencilled in
around at Spaor Monzaasits overseas
eventnextseason whenits draft
schedule was unveiled in September.
Butsincethen, an opportunity torace
atthe Circuit de Catalunyain support
of the European Le Mans Series has
arisen and organisers have elected
togoto SpaininJuly instead.

Thisin turn hashad a knock-on effect
with therest of the calendar. The series
will still feature at seven of the 10 British
Touring Car Championship events, but
instead of skipping Donington Park and
Thruxton-asoriginally planned —it will
now not compete at Knockhill and
Snetterton. That means afirst visitto
Thruxton since 2014, but the series will
continuetomiss thefirst of the two

Rothery took two podiums a day after returning from Belgium with PeugeotTCRcar

BTCCvisits tothe Hampshire venue.
“We've effectively got three new
circuitsfor next year [the series will
alsomake afirst Croft trip since’16],”
said Porsche GBmotorsport manager
James MacNaughton. “It’'sashame
we’remissing Knockhill and Snetterton
asthey’re great circuits and everyone
enjoys goingthere. But we have to see
what’s offered tous outside of TOCA
and wetrytogetacalendarthatdoesn’t
have too many massive gapsinit.
“We’rereally looking forward to going
to Barcelona-that was a very welcome
offer we received. We thought we were
goingback to Monza but when we were
offered that opportunity at Barcelona
ithelpedalot [withrestof calendar,
as Monza would’ve been earlierin the
season]. It givesthe teams a bit of variety
andit’simportantfor usbecause we
spread ourselves around the country.”
JTRteamboss and factory Porsche

e imth SREH

driver Nick Tandy is cautiousabouta
British championship including rounds
abroad, but believes the Carrera Cup
haschosenitsnon-UK rounds carefully.

“Wehave such a good array of circuits
in Britain, but when we get the chance
toraceat, for example, Le Mans, thisis
clearly ano-brainer,” Tandy said.

“Barcelonaisanother mega circuit
and very well suited to these cars.

Of course, it putsan added strainon
teams and budgets duetothetime
away and logistic costs involved,
butit’salways good for driversto
experience new tracks and thisis
one of the bestin Europe.”

Tandy also welcomed the return of
Thruxton: “It’sthefastesttrackinthe
UK andIwishIwasracingthe Porsche
there myself! We know from Monza
that the high-speed, heavy left-side-
loaded tracks are a potential problem
forthetyresbutit’llbe up tothe teams

Steve Rothery arrived at
Brands Hatch last weekend
with a Peugeot 308 TCR car
fresh off the ferry for the last
round of this year’s Modified
Saloons championship.

on the day before the meeting,

time in Sunday qualifying.
Dartford resident Rothery

hasreplaced a Renault Clio

with the Peugeot, and also

He collected the car in Belgium

taking to the track for the first

ALENDAR

Porsche Carrera Cup GB 2019

RND | DATE | CIRCUIT

1&2 | April6/7 Brands Hatch Indy
384 | April27/28 |Donington Park
586 | June15/16 |Croft

7&8 | June 29/30 |Oulton Park
9&10 | July20/21 |Barcelona

11&12| Aug17/18 |Thruxton

13&14 | Sept 28/29 |Silverstone
15816 | Oct12/13 |Brands Hatch GP

tomanagethat.”
MacNaughtonaddedhe’s
encouraged by theamount of interest
in the seriesfor next year, with a
record number of drivers taking part
inataster day at the end of last month.
Twenty-five drivers tested with
Porsche and that doesn’tinclude extra
driversthatran with specific teams.

Modified Saloons racer gets Belgian Peugeot

has another car under
construction for use in the
local Tin Tops championship
for less modified cars.

“The TCRis set up forits
previous drivers and frankly
scared me, soit’s a case of
adjustingit to how1like it, but
there’s clearly a good turn of
speed for a Class D car,” he said.

Rothery took two podiums at
Brands Hatch in the car, with a
best result of second in race two.

TCR UK unveils calendar for its second season, including a trip overseas to Spa

TCR UK will have an overseas

Both Castle Combe and

round forthefirsttime next

year as Spajoins the calendar for

the category’s second season.

An exactdateforthe Spa
roundindJunehasyettobe
confirmed and more details
aboutthe Belgian eventare
due tobe announced soon.

The series will also visit
Snettertonin 2019, with both
Castle Combe and Knockhill
missing out. Oulton Park, Croft,

BrandsHatch and Donington
Parkretain their placesin the
seven-event schedule, while
the Silverstone Grand Prix
circuit will be used next season
asthe championship will
appear atthe International GT
Openmeetingin September.

Again, therearenodate
clashes with the British Touring
Car Championship, allowing
teams and drivers to compete
inboth series.

Knockhill were popular rounds
thisseason buttheseries
insistsitisopentoreturning
toboth venuesin the future.
ATCRUK spokesperson said:
“Wearetryingtokeepthings
fresh and take TCRUK toareas
it’snotbeentobefore—-wedon’t
have anyissues with either
Castle Combe or Knockhill.
Thefact weareabletogoto
Spaisahuge opportunity to

gotoaclassiccircuitlike that.
We’realso goingtobeonthe
Silverstone GP circuitand
it’sacircuitthatdoesn’t

often see touringcars.

“Thefeedback we have
had from teamsand drivers
[onthe calendar] hasbeen
really positive.”

TCR UK struggled for entries
duringitsinaugural season this
year, featuringahigh of 14 cars
atBrandsbutjusteightat Croft.

ALENDAR '

2019TCRUK Series

| RND | DATE CIRCUIT

1&2 | April 20/21 |Snetterton
384 | May11 Oulton Park
586 | JuneTBC |Spa

788 | July6/7  |Croft

9&10 | July 27/28 |Brands Hatch
11&12 | Sept 7/8 |Silverstone
13&14 | Oct 19/20 |Donington Park

-

i~ No return visit to Castle

Combe on 2019 schedule




SAUTOSPORT

INTERNATIONAL

m-...“ vy

—

rl“‘;’h

THE RACING CAR SHOW
NEC.BIRMINGHAM, UK

BUY TICKETS NOW
10-13 JANUARY 2019 AUTOSPORTINTERNATIONAL.COM

10-11 STRICTLY TRADE-ONLY DAYS

AUTOSPORT

morOfSPOI’I' PERFORMANCE & TUNING
INTERNATIONAL INCORPORATING
IS PART OF. CAR SHOW




Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

motorsport-news.co.uk NOVEMBER 21 2018 9

» N,
ATT

Photos: Gary Hawkins, Richard Styles

VNUK RESOLUTION IN

By Jack Benyon

Aresolution to the Vhuk
motorsportinsurance crisis
has taken a step in the right
direction, after an European
Union government committee
recommended motorsport be
exempt from new insurance
law wording.

The 2014 Vnuk court case seta
precedent that all vehicles should
haveinsurance, evenif they are
being used on private land.

That would mean that all cars
competing in motorsporteventsin
Europe would need to be insured,
and any crash between cars would be

treated asaroad traffic collision. Most
insurancefirmshave confirmed this
would make motorsport uninsurable.

Butinadraftreportfromthe
European Parliament’s Internal
Market and Consumer Protection
Committee (IMCO)issued last week,
ithasrecommended that the phrase
‘intraffic’ tobeinserted with the
intention of making the sport exempt
from the Vnuk precedent.

While this still needs to be successful
inavote by Parliament, Commission
and Presidency of the EU, it marks
thefirsttimethe EU has outwardly
recommended motorsport be exempt.

Motorsport UK chief executive
officer Hugh Chambers said: “We

End of anera:F 1 OOO formerly Formula Jedi,was withBRSCC for 21 years

welcome thislatest development,
which appearstobeheadingin
therightdirection, and will be
working with the FIA toensure
apositive outcome.

“Motorsport UK has been makingthe
case for excluding motorsportfromthe
Motor Insurance Directive since 2014.

“The Vnuk threat hasnot gone away
butthedirection of travelislooking
more favourable and we will continue
tolobby on behalf of all our members.

Lastmonth the Motorsport Industry
Associationlaunched a campaign to
make it easier for people to contact
theirrelevant Member of the European
Parliamentinthe EUtoraise Vnuk
asathreattomotorsport.

’»

All UK racing

| will benefit

Ithascreated draftlettersin
multiplelanguagestomake
contactingtherelevant person easier.
More information can be found here:
the-mia.com/MIA-Social-Media-
Campaign-launched-to-save-
Motorsport-from-VNUK-2.

If Britain successfully leaves the
EUin Marchnext year through Brexit,
atransition period hasbeen agreed
where Britain would follow EU law
until the end of 2020. An unsuccessful
campaign to have motorsportmade
exemptfrom the Vnukinterpretation
wouldleadtoaperiod where
motorsportisuninsurable and
unableto goaheadinthe UK until
the end of 2020, despite Brexit.

New club for F1000 as it swaps BRSCC for 750MC

F1000 has decided toleave the British
Racingand Sports Car Club after 21
years and will be administered by the
750 Motor Club next season.

Thebike-engined single-seater
category hasbeen a BRSCC series ever
sinceit wasfounded but has now decided
toswitch to the 750MCfor 2019 with the
club’sfocus on affordable motorsport.

“I’dlike tothank the BRSCCfor hosting
usthrough 21 years of variousiterations
of championships,” said championship
manager Frazer Corbyn. “Nowisthe
right time, for the F1000 Championship
tomove to the 750 Motor Club which has
been known asthe ‘Home of Affordable
Motorsport’ since 1939.

“This will enable drivers, teams and
the championship to build on the current

growth of our grids and also ensureits
long-term sustainability.

“We are grateful for the support the
BRSCC has given our championships
over the years and wish the BRSCC and
allits competitors and championshipsa
successful future.”

Giles Groombridge, 750MC
competitions manager, added: “It’s
greatto have a single-seater slicks
and wingsrace category back in our

portfolio after afive or six year’s absence.

Welook forward to gettingthem upand
runningas soonas possible.”

F1000is the second long-standing
BRSCC series tomove away from the
clubinrecent years, following Mighty
Minis movingto the British Automobile
Racing Clubfor the 2016 season.

New series for JHR as
British F3 season planned

JHR Developments will become the
newest team to participatein the BRDC
British Formula 3 Championshipin 2019.

It’sunderstood two cars will be
entered for British F3 next season but
nodrivers have yet been confirmed.

The team currently operates in British
F4and has previously run carsin
the Ginetta Junior Championship.

“We’re very happy tobe joining the
BRDC F3 Championship,” said team
principal Steven Hunter.

“Itisastrong championship which
runson animpressive package andis
exceptionally well organised.

“We’ve travelled to afew meetings this
year and have been very impressed with
not only the championshipitself butalso
the way thatithas been put together.

“We are currently utilising our
bespoke, in-house simulator which
mirrors the on-track performance of
the cars, sodrivers will be able to gain
knowledge and develop their skillsin
conjunction with a comprehensive on
track test programme.”

JHRissettobecome thefirstnew team
toenter theseries since the category
adopted its currentregulations in
2016, as a Stratton Motorsport entry
failed tomaterialise this season.

British F3recently announced its
calendar and will race at eight rounds,
seven of which will support British GT.

Foster takes dehut car
win, plans Eurocup hid

Young Racing Driver Academy
member Tommy Foster has moved
another step closer to competingin the
Formula Renault Eurocup next season
after taking hisfirst winin cars.

The teenageris tryingto obtain
enough signatures tomove into the
international category next season
and has already tested with Arden.

Driving an Oldfield Motorsport-
prepared Van Diemen at Anglesey
last weekend, Foster took pole and
won in just his third appearance
aboard a Formula Ford.

Third place and fastestlap inrace
two was also enough to secure the
Brian Linley Memorial Trophy.

“He’sreally calm and really mature,
hebehaves asthoughhe’s 19 or 20
instead of 16-years-old,” said James
Oldfield, whoran Foster.

“He’s got his National A licence now
but he needs afew more signatures to
upgradeittoanInternational C and
they’relooking at other avenues.”

@ British Formula 4 driver Jamie
Sharpfinished second inrace two
driving Niall Murray’s Team Dolan-run
Van Diemen RF99, which won this
season’s British Racing and Sports
Car Club’s National Formula Ford
1600 title. Neil Harrison won both
Tiedeman Trophy races aboard a
Dallara F302, as Conor Farrell, Peter
Drennan and Mark Braden each won
anIrish Global GT Lightsrace. Radical
drivers Nicolaj Lindbergand Doug
Cartertook a Sports, Saloon and
Caterhamrace victory apiece.

Eastwell savours ‘chance of a lifetime’ after winning Mazda Road to Indy Shootout ticket

Formula Ford racer
Michael Eastwell is the
latest driver from the UK

in with a chance of winning

a$200,000(£155,560) MRTI Shootout Eastwell He will join Josh Smith contention for one of
scholarship in America was guaranteed the (Festival winner), Matt five ‘at-large’ entries at
courtesy of the Mazda coveted ticket. Round-Garrido (Northern Mazda’s discretion.
Road to Indy Shootout. “It was one of my main Ireland FF1600 champion) Irishman Keith Donegan
With four Champion of aims for the year,” said and Ross Martin (Scottish won last season’s MRTI
Brands victories this year Eastwell, who finished champion) in December at Shootout after securing
the Kevin Mills Racing second in this year’s Bondurant Racing School his spot with runner-up
driver confirmed his British Racing and along with drivers from in the Formula Ford
place in James Beckett’s Sports Car Club’s other regions. Festival, and this year will
Super Series Shootout National FF1600 series. National FF1600 champion be the final time Mazda
earlier this month. “The ticket was huge to Niall Murray has declined supports the scheme.

And with Ollie White -
who won the other two
Champion of Brands races -
too old to compete in the

me this year and I really do
intend toracein America
next year, this could be a
life-changing opportunity.”

his ticket having contested
the Shootout for the last
two years, but Matt Cowley
and James Roe Jr arein

Eastwell took four Champion of Brands wins this season for KMR




Driven does more, with less

Independent testing reveals Driven Racing Oils
provides more horsepower with less wear

Detailed surface measurements and used oil analysis
results all confirm the Driven system of lubricants
reduces wear by 76%, provides 2% more horsepower
and lowers temperatures by 11°C compared to
conventional, high zinc racing oils.

BORN FROM JOE GIiDDE s

DRIVEN

RACING OIL

XP9O

SYNTHETIC
RACING MOTOR Ol

Developed for and used by NASCAR champions Joe
Gibbs Racing, Driven Racing Qil provides bespoke

products proven to outperform standard synthetic

oils and even “high zinc”racing oils. Trusted by
professional racing teams around the world for M TITION PREVEN T
more than a decade, Driven delivers protection and e ————
performance you can count on. 007 o Pk
The Driven XP range is available in:
oW, OW-10, OW-20, 5W-20, 10W-30,
10W-40 & 15W-50 viscosities

‘Ed Pink Racing Engines uses Driven Racing Oil in every engine we
build. It is the best insurance for long engine life that you can get’
Ed Pink, Hall of Fame Engine Builder
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NICK
FENNELL

Lotusracer
Age: notgiven! Lives: Cambridge

He started ontwo
wheels

“I started racing motorbikes in
Asiaand thenraced bikes in
Australia while | was working
overseas. | did some marathon
rallying in Australia and did the
London-Sydneyin 2000. Then
| did some racing in Asia before
moving back tothe UKand I've
been racing since then.”

He’saLotusman

“I've raced on and off for about 15
years and always as an amateur.
ThisyearI've mainly beenracing
the Formula Junior Lotus 27 and
the Lotus 23B inthe Guards
Trophy. Otheryears|'ve raced
withthe HGPCA in a Lotus 25.
I'm a big Lotus enthusiast. Colin
Chapman was a great innovator
andJim Clarkis my hero, sol
race Lotuses pretty much.”

The 27 hasagood
history

“The Formula Junior is the Ecurie
Ford France carthat Jo Schlesser
raced in period and Jean Vinatier
raceditaswell. ltisalovely carto
drive and itis still very original.
Classic Team Lotus restored it
for me many years ago now

and we made a big effort to get
things period correct.”

He hasan ex-Clark car
“A Lotus 27 won the Formula
Junior championshipin 1963
with Peter Arundel but they are
quite hardto setup andithas
taken usalot oftime to getto
grips withit. But itis running well
now, though we could always
doabit better. The Lotus 25is a
Jim Clark car and Classic Team
Lotusis the natural team to use
torunthe car. It fits well there.”

Thereisalsoasports-
racex

“I've had the Lotus 23B sports-
racing car foralong time but
we've only really started
campaigning it this year. That's
animportant carasitwon the
Autosport championshipin 1965
with Robin Widdows with a one-
litre BRM Formula 2 engine. Now
Irun it with a Lotus twin-cam, as
alotwere in period. I've still got
the original engine, but there is
nowheretoraceit. It was raced
inthe 1970s by David Dawson
and won the Classic Sports Car
Championshipin 1977, soithas
alonghistory. It's nice to have a
two-driverrace in the Guards
Trophy and I've been sharing it
with Jon Milicevic this season.”

Fennell is a Lotus a.natic
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New event for the
Historic F2 calendar

HISTORICF2.TO RACE AT
SILVERSTONE CLASSIC

Classic F3 will also feature as 1970s single-seaters are showcased

By Paul Lawrence

Single-seaters of the 1970s
will play a central partin the
2019 Silverstone Classic as
Historic F1, Historic F2 and
Classic F3 will provide a
celebration of international-
level single-seater racing.
Alongsidetheregularraces
for the FIA Masters Historic
Formula One Championship,
the Historic Formula2and
Classic Formula 3 categories

from the Historic Sports

Car Club will feature, with
Historic F2makingits debut
atthebiggesthistoricracing
festival of the season.

The addition of the
Silverstone Classic dateis
another major boost for the
Historic Formula 2 FTA
International Series, whichis
enjoying unprecedented levels
of supportforthe 1600cc and
two-litre cars from 1967to’78.
The short-lived rival seriesrun

by Peter Auto has been dropped
for 2019 duetolack of support.
Formula2grids during2018
wereregularly between 25
and 30 cars and, with more
cars being prepared for next
season, agridof upto40cars
ispossible. If so, it could be the
biggest-ever Formula 2 grid.
Meanwhile, Classic F3is
for 1600cc and two-litre F3
carsoriginally builtand
raced between 1971 and '84.
Competitorsinthe French

series willjoin the Silverstone
grid toproduce an expected
field of more than40 cars.
Grahame White, CEO of
the HSCCsaid: “The chance
torace at the Silverstone
Classicis very special and
I'mdelighted that our
Formula 2 and Formula 3
grids will get this opportunity.
Ithink we will be able to
deliver bumper grids and
showcase these categories
toaverybigaudience.”

Anglesey circuit has not featured on HSCC schedule efore

HSCC to make first visit to Anglesey track

The Historic Sports Car Club’s
firstrace meeting at Anglesey
isthe key changefortheclub’s
2019race programme.
TheJuly 13/14 meeting at
Anglesey featuresin an expanded
10-event championship that
takesinthreeflagshiprace
weekends: the Silverstone
GP International Trophy
(May 18/19), the Legends of
Brands Hatch Superprix on
the GP circuit (June 29/30)
and the Oulton Park Gold
Cup (August 24-26).

The club’s 53rd season starts
attheend of March at Donington
Park and concludes with the
two-day Finals Meeting at
Silverstone in October.

HSCC CEO Grahame White
said: “I’'m pleased to confirm
the club’sfirst race meeting at
Anglesey. We've been trying to
make it happen for several years.
Itisatremendous venuefora
mid-summer event and we will
take most of our classes and
give them good track time with
double-headerraces.”

Mini celebration at

Members’ Meeting

Sixty years of the Mini will
be marked by an all-Mini
race at the 77th Goodwood
Members’ Meeting in April.

A decade after a similar
race at the Goodwood
Revival, the Betty
Richmond Trophy will be
run for Pre ’66 Mini saloons
and variants. Mini aces like
Nick Swift, Nick Padmore
and Jonathan Lewis are
likely contenders.

In 2009 the pairing of
Swift and Oliver Gavin took
victory when the St Mary’s
Trophy was run as a two-
partrace for Pre ’66 Minis.

The race is named after
the current Duke’s
grandmother, Elizabeth
‘Betty’ Richmond, who
was an early Mini owner.

Stokes’s Escort to

undergo a rebuild

One of the best-known Ford
Escortsinhistoricrallyingis
currently undergoing abare-shell
rebuild after contesting atleast
100ralliesin thelast decade.

The white Escort Mk1 ‘AFW 66K’
was madefamous by thelate David
Stokes and hasbeenrallied by his
younger brother Andrew over
thelast two seasons. David took all
four of his British Historic Rally
Championship titlesin the car and
Andrew decided thatit wastime
foramajorrebuild.

“Thelastrebuild was when
David hit an electricity pylonin
Flandersin about 2006, so we
thinkithasdoneatleast100
rallies since then,” said Andrew.

Itisdueto beready for Rally
North Walesinlate March.

The Escort powered Dav1d Stokes to four BHRC crowns )

MG birthday

The 95th birthday of the MG marque
will be celebrated atthe MG Car
Club’s annual Silverstone Grand

Prix circuit race meeting next
summer (June 15/16). Aswell as
afull weekend of MG racing, the
MGLive event will also mark the
60th birthday of the California
Cup Autotest, which is awarded
tothe fastest three-car MGteam
representing theirlocal club centre.

Entries filling

The first 100 entries for the Legends
Boucles Bastogne arrived in just

two weeks after entries opened on
November 1 for the biggest historic
rally of the year in Belgium. “lt really
has taken off, seeing as last year it took
one month to reach a similar result,”
said organiser Pierre Delettre. The first
entry taken was the Citroen 2CV of
Patrick Marechalin the Classic section.

Grant honoured
Historic Formula Ford racer
Callum Grantwas honoured at the
HSCC’s annual awards nighton
Saturday with the ‘Clubman of the
Year’ award. Grantwas central to
therescue of fellow racer Nelson
Rowe from his upside down and
on fire Crossle at Cadwell Parkin
May and was recognised for his
selfless bravery immediately
following the dramatic accident.

Diffeys on trial

Father and son Simon and George
Diffey, both Formula Junior racers, were
among a capacity field forthe VSCC
Cotswold Trial on Saturday. As well as
three hills at the event's Prescott base,
the 110 starters tackled a further nine
hills nearby. Diffey senior campaigned
his 1928 Humbug Dog Cart while
Georgewasina 1930 Austin 7.

Colman’s engine
Hugh Colman s currently having a
fresh BMW engine built by Lester
Owen for his Chevron B8 ahead of
afull return to racing next season.
The carwas badly damaged at
Brands Hatch in July 2017 butwas
finally rebuilt in time forthe B8
anniversaryrace at Oulton Parkin
August. Unfortunately, in qualifying
the engine letgo following a
detached pipe the previous day.

Silver Fern bid

Welsh crew Meirion Evans and lestyn
Williams will start their bid to win the
Silver Fern Rally fora second time on
Saturday. The Ford Escort Mk2 crew
willlead nine UK entries on the eight-
day, 800 stage mile rally on New
Zealand's North Island. The rally starts
in Hamilton and finishes aweek later
in Rotorua after the final stage on the
famous Motu Road WRC test.

Testing route

The preliminary route for the 2019
edition of the Rally of the Tests
has been announced, with crews
heading from Torquay to Chester.
The three-and-a-half day event will
start on the evening of Thursday
November 7 and finish on Sunday
afternoon after a series of special
tests and regularity sections.

Rally of the Tests announced
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Loeb came, saw and "
conquered in Spain
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OGIER: CUEST DRIVERS

NOT WELGOME IN WRC

The new champion says one-off appearances must be rethought

By David Evans

World Rally Championship
stars Sebastien Ogier and
Thierry Neuville have called
for changes to the rules to
avoid ‘guest’ drivers taking
points and potentially
interfering with the
direction of the title.

Inrecent years Kris Meeke
and Sebastien Loeb have taken
wins while not competingin
the full year and Ogier feels
thathastoend.

Ogier told Motorsport News: “1
have said this before, butIsay
itagain: we are the most guest-

friendly motorsportin the world.

The guests enjoy to come with us
and, most of the time, they select
therallies they come to [to win].
“Thierry said the same and
Ithink all of the top drivers who
are doingafull championship
arein agreement about this.
“Itisfrustratingto see guys
come to afew selected rallies
where they know they have a
huge advantage and putusin

the shadow. That’s frustrating,
for sure.Iwould just mention
thatIdon’t wanttobein
thissituation.”

Thereis, of course, anirony
inthat Ogier’sdesiretoputa
stop to part-programmes would
inhibit Citroen’s ability to bring
Loebback for arepeat of his
three-round effort this year.

Ogier was quick to point
outthisisnothing personal
against his countryman.

“Believe me,” said Ogier,
“Iwould be very happy to have
him with us full time in the
championship again.”

Asked if he had discussed
the matter of a Loeb programme
with his future employer at
Citroen, Ogierreplied: “I haven’t
said anything against Seb,
butItoldthemIdon’tthink
it’snormal that we have drivers
doingonly afew rallies. This
isnotespecially against him
[Loeb],it’sjust that heis the
best of the guest drivers. For
sure, ImentionIdon’t think
it’snormal to give such a

position to the guest [driver].”

While Citroen team principal
Pierre Budarisnotina position
to confirm whether his team
will run a third C3 WRC or not
nextseason, he would notrule
outapossible part-time
programme for Loeb or
anotherdriverin 2019.

“Idon’tthink we should
say they shouldn’t be allowed,”
Budar told MN. “We can see
how positiveitisforthe
championship to have some
guest stars comingin. On our
position, we will have clear
target next year and we have
tomake all the decisionnot to
interfere with this target. If we
have some drivers cominginone
time during the championship,
we have to make sureit will not
interfere with our top drivers
doingthefull season. Next
year, we havetofightfora
championship, it will be difficult
andIdon’t want tomake it more
difficult for ourselves.

“If we bring drivers, we have
toproperly select arally where

they comein, maybeit’son
Tarmac. There are several ways
todothis properly and thisis
something we have to manage.”

Budar categorically
denied there was any kind of
contractualissue with Loeb
returning todrive a Citroen
next season.

Neuville sympathised with
Ogier, but put forward amore
straightforward solution.

The Belgian said: “They should
driveinthefront, [on] Tarmac
and gravel. If you come and you
arenotthedriver doingall of
the rounds of the championship
then you should go first on the
first day of therally. For me in
Spain, it would have been much
easier for me to have been
fighting with Ogier if we would
have him [Loeb] and also
[Ken] Block at the front. It’s
ridiculous: we are fighting for
the championship, but we are
looking stupid when you are
driving sofast, butjust cleaning
all of the time. Let them go to the
frontand dothisjob.”

Three years ago Sebastien
Ogier andIstoodin the Coffs
Harbour service park and
discussed the potential
implications of a World
Rally Championshipfight
goingdown to the wire

in Australia.

The then Volkswagen
driver shuddered atthe
prospect. “It would notbe
fair,” he said. “How could it?
The championshipleader
would be penalised somuch
for beingat the front of the
road-they could not win.”

Admittedly, atthat time,
the championshipleader
wasrunningfirston
theroad for Friday and
Saturday, butit was easy
tosee wherehe was going
with hisargument.

Last week, Ogier did little
tostrengthen hisargument
by winningthetitlefrom
thefront of thefield on
Friday. Buthe remained

— s
Ogier:road penalties

resolute that changeneeds
tobe considered.

“How,” heasked MN,
“doyouexplaintoourfans
that the threefastest WRC
drivers were at the bottom
of thetop 10 after thefirst
day of Rally Australia?
Itmakesnosenseandit’s
another example of how
stupid therulesare that
wearerunningright now.

“Idon’tthink thisis
todowith finishingthe
championshipin Australia—
actually it’smore about
therules.It’sashame, but
it’snothingnew.”

GUY SMITH TASTES SUCCESS IN MN CIRCUIT SERIES AT CADWELL > > JPAGE 19
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“Rally Australia

‘Lepley was a hero
in the Silver Star’

BTRDA Series reviewed, p28

Hyundai’s 2019 driverline-up

came under intense speculation

last week, with another
disastrousrally for Andreas
MikKkelsen prompting debate
about hispositioninthe team.

Distracted by passingatractor

onastage (see story below), the
Norwegianrolled hisi20 Coupe
WRC out of contention onthe
first morning of hisfavourite
rally. Thataccidentended

Mikkelsen’s hopes of concluding
his worst WRC season onahigh.

Mikkelsen hasacontract
with Hyundai for next year,
buttheteam’shierarchy have

avoided detailing precisely what

the 29-year-old’sdeal means.
Motorsport News asked team

manager Alain Penasseif there
was potentialit could rotate two

drivers, running only Thierry
Neuvilleinafull-timecar.
“Idon’tknow,” said Penasse,
before joking: “Maybe we’ll
rotateall three cars. Thisrally
isnotgoingtochangehis

[Mikkelsen’s] future. It would
have been good if they could
have doneagood event hereto
puthishead straightagain.”
Mikkelsen admitted his
departurefromarally heled
last year and won in 2016 was
toughtotake. Hesaid: “Idon’t
know what’shappened.Ididn’t
forgethowtodriveacar—it
must be somethingelse.”
Askedif hefeared being
benched next season, Mikkelsen
added: “Tam working with this

Mikkelsen:
_= Strong in Oz

team next year,I want the o
best forall of us, soit’sreally
importantthatIgetout of this
bad spiral.IguessIneedjust
onegoodresultandthenIcan b
relax and drive likenormal.” i
Mikkelsen highlighted '
suspension set-upissues which
hefeelshad further complicated
hisseason. He said: “Thave been
missingthe consistency inthe
feelingfromthe car. What Ineed
istofind onedamperIlikeand
stick withit.”

needs a new
base to thrive”

Paddon quashed rumours

Paddon: My focus is fully on the World Rally Championship

Hayden Paddon has slammed
speculation thathis priority has
switched tohis New Zealand
programme and away from the
World Rally Championship.
Paddon has spent thelasttwo
years developing hisownrally
car and team for the NZ series,
but the Kiwihas told Motorsport
Newshisfocusremains 100 per
centon the world championship.
“Idon’tunderstand where this
stuff comesfrom,” said Paddon.
“Somany of the drivershave
projects goingon athome, it’s
the samefor Jari-Matti [Latvala]

Virtual chicanes an alternative for WRC

The FIA has come under
pressuretointroduce virtual
chicanesintothe World Rally
Championshipin an effortto
avoid situationslike last week’s
Rally Australia when a tractor
was driven down alive stage.
The governingbody is
investigatingthe intrusion
into the Sherwood test, when
Andreas Mikkelsen was forced
to overtakeatractor travelling
down the stage. He crashed
shortly afterwards.
MNsources explained the
situation, saying: “[Jari-Matti]
Latvalahit the straw balein
the chicane and blocked the
road. Themarshalson the
scenedecided totakethe
tractor and move the bale
outof theroad and back into
position. They thought they
had three minutes todothejob.
Andreas arrived while they
were driving the tractor back.”

Thetechnology existstoruna
virtual chicaneinthe cars, with
Hyundaiteam manager Alain
Penasse keen to seeitemployed.

“It’slike a pitlanerestrictor,”
Penassesaid. “Wearetold that,
atapreciseposition, the car
mustnotexceed, for example,
30mph. The car travelsfora
setdistanceatthat speed and
then speedsup again. Forme,
thisisamuch betteridea.”

Thedrivers were angry at
thetractorincident, with
Esapekka Lappi saying: “There
isnoexcusefor this. Somebody
couldhavebeenKkilled.”

The FIA’s Yves Matton said:
“Theorganiser conducted
aninvestigationintothe
circumstances of thisincident.
Itisimportant to understand
why thishappened asitdid. We
continue to study alternative
speed reduction solutions, one
of whichisvirtual chicanes.”

or Thierry [Neuville], the only
differenceisthatmyhomeis
New Zealand.”

Paddon haseven been criticised
for travelling home instead of
stayingin Europe.

“Idon’tgetthat travel thing,”
hesaid, “Igetonaplane, goto
sleep and get off at the otherend—
livingin New Zealand, you get
usedtolongplanerides! ’'mmore
relaxed at home than living out
of asuitcase. I’'m committed to
Hyundaiand want to stay here.”

Team principal Michel Nandan
told MNNhe expected tofirm-up

his team early next month.

Nandan said: “Ouraimis
tosharethe third caragain, it
worked not toobad this year.

We will keeplike that.”

Nandan added there wasno
hurry tomake any decisions
and would explore every avenue
before putting pen to paper.

MNunderstands one of
those options could be bringing
Citroendriver CraigBreen to
the team. Sources within the
German squad confirmed talks
between Hyundai management
and the Irishman.

# Aussie fans were
in big danger

Dangerous fans cause worry Down Under

For the second year in
succession the police are
investigating a case of
dangerous spectating at
Rally Australia.

Fanslying on the ground on
theinside of a fastleft-hander
on Saturday’s Welshs Creek
Reverse stage have been
identified and contacted by
the Coffs Harbour police.
They were identified from an
onboard camera from Thierry

Neuville’s Hyundai, which
passed within inches of the
pair at close to 80mph.

With the matter now in the
hands of the police, the event
organisers werenotina
position to make a formal
comment, but one driver told
MN: “What’s wrong with these
people? If anybody had cut
that corner just alittle bit,
they’d have driven straight
over their head. Unbelievable.”

've got a few words I'd like to put to
you. Let’s see if they mean anything to
you. Ready? Here goes: “Car number
onedid notgo around the elements
of the chicane as shown in the Road
Book atBox 18 on SS22, and, as such,
a 10-second penalty was added to the stage
time on SS22 for car number one.”

Stewards’ decision number seven issued
during the third round of this year's World Rally
Championship, Rally Mexico.

That 10-second penalty cost Ogier four points.
Goinginto last week’s season finale at Rally
Australia, he was three points ahead of Thierry
Neuuville. It's not much of a stretch to imagine that
stewards’ decision could have cost Ogier his
season and aworld title.

Am I missing something? More pertinently,
aren't Jari-Matti Latvala, Neuville and, no doubt,
awhole host of other drivers missing something.
Something like a 10-second penalty?

Surely I wasn't the only person to watch car after
car canon off the Sherwood chicane and then wait
forthe stewards to sitin judgement. But they didn't.
Not a sausage, let alone a second, was added to
any totals. Now, that's probably because nobody
protested the fact that they went around the
chicane in away other than that directed in the road
book. I'm sure there’s an entirely worthwhile judicial
process to be followed here, but at the same time
rules are rules. Consistency is all we're asking for.

Anyway, apologies for a slightly negative start to
the column in aweek where we celebrate the
culmination of one of the best season’s rallying in
the history of the sport. And it really was an
absolute classic.

Question is (and | might be about to get a bit
moany again. ..) was Coffs Harbour worthy of
such a sporting contest? When we first came
herein2011, I didn'treally get the place.

It's a small seaside town with a miniscule
population by comparison with Sydney to the south
and Brisbane to the north. Eight years onandI've
grown to really quite like the place. But that perennial
question of a lack of spectators remains. Suchis the
strength of feeling among the manufacturers that |
suspect hands could be forced on this one and the
fact that Australia has no workable alternative for
the home of its round of the world championship
won't wash with a promoter which regularly reports
countries queueing around the block to join the fun.

Allthat said, | still love Australia. | love the
seriousness with which the locals approach a
long black coffee and the green cross code.
Paradoxically I love the laid back approach to
public service announcements. Triple M, the Coffs
coast's finest radio station regularly reported the
arrival of the World Rally Championship in town.
There was then a description of how and where
to watch the action, with the advice: “If you lean
into the road, you're a bloody idiot.”

Clearly, the bloke the New South Wales police
are currently chatting to wasn't listening when he
arrived in the Welshs Creek test on Saturday and
decided a safe distance from the cars equated
to the thick edge of a cigarette paper.

A genuine, nine-carrot bloody idiot if ever we saw one.

/3, AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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RALLY AUSTRALIA BOSSI

By David Evans

Toyota team principal Tommi

The World Rally Championship
departed Coffs Harbour with the
teams once again calling for Rally
Australia to find anew home.
' TheNew South Wales hosttown s
one of the most controversial of the
season, with the teams angered at the
lack of fans for what was a thrilling

Makinen said: “What are we doing
here? Thisisnottheright place. We
come heretothe middle of nowhere
andthereisnobody watching. We
haveincredible, incredible end to
the year, but no atmosphere.
“Idon’tunderstand this. WhenIwas
competing we werein Australiain
Perth and almost every year we had the

“Imet some fans who had come from
Brisbane, thatisfour-hour drive up
theroad and they say there’snothing,
no promotion all the way from there.
The championship hasbeen decided
withnobody watching-thisismaybe
thereason we have tohave the final
roundin Europe.”

Year on year, there are demands
fortheeventtohead south to Sydney,

Wayne Kenny told Motorsport News he
could put that onetobed.

Kenny said: “I’ve been down there for
four daysdrivingaround tryingto get
enough distance. From a possible base
in western Sydney, and we’re talking 20
miles out of the city centre [for the base]
andthere’sjustnotenough mileage.

“IntheendIcouldn’teven get 200
miles [of stages] out of apossibleroute.

e

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Where were
the fans?

and it’sjustnot viable at the moment.
“Youmight getaway witha
superspecial, but we’ve already tried
that three times and failed each time
for environmental reasons.”
WRCPromoteris keentomove away
from Coffs Harbour, but it remains
understanding of the event’s plightin
tryingtofind anew home-andis willing
toaccepta Coffs-based Rally Australia
rather than no eventdown under.

~ finaletothisyear. rally voted asthe best. But not thisrally. but Rally Australia clerk of the course IThadalook atit, tried tomake it work
¥3 .- 5= NG T N LS Y R e T L e e e e S R S e i

Junior season to finish on Wales Rally GB

Next season’s Junior World
Rally Championship will
reachits conclusion at
Wales Rally GB for the
firsttime in three years.
Britain’s WRC round
returns to the Junior
calendar toreplace this
season’s controversial finale
in Turkey —arally many
felt too tough for the single-
make Ford Fiesta R2 series.
The remainder of the

calendarremains unchanged,

startingin the snow in
Sweden, before moving

to Corsica for the ultimate
Tarmac test. Sardinia ensures
the crews’ ability to deal with
rough gravel will be tested in
the heat of the Italianisland’s
summer and the next eventin
Finland will discover who’s
the fastest of the fast. Wales
provides a third and final
gravel counter of the season.

The prize for the winner of
nextyear’s Junior WRC
remains the same as this one:
afactory-fresh Ford Fiesta
R5 and support package to
tackle WRC2in 2020.

WRC cars on show in the centre of Milan

The World Rally Championship
will return to mainland Italy
forthefirsttimein15years
nextmonth, when thefour
manufacturerstake partin
aWRCroadshowin Milan.

All four cars will be on show
inthecity’s Piazza del Duomo
before moving overto take part
inthe Monza Rally Show.

The WRC hasn’tbeen back in
northernItaly sinceits WRC
counter departed Sanremo
bound for Sardinia in 2003.

A second WRCroadshow
willrunin Estonianext year,
where all four works teams
willruna car at Rally Estonia.

WRCPromoter managing
director Oliver Ciesla told
Motorsport Newstheroadshows
were part of anew initiative to

increase awareness of the series.

“We started thiskind of thing
when we began with the [WRC]
Galaeveningin Sydney afew
yearsago,” hesaid, “and then
we have thelaunch at Autosport
International whichissuchan
important stepin waking up the

community tothe start of thenew

season. Butnow we have twomore,

oneinItaly and onein Estonia.

“Havingthefour carsinthe
Piazza del Duomo on December 6
will be very, very special. We will
putthecarsinthemiddle of the
big crowd of Christmasshoppers—
through this we will get in touch
with tens of thousands of people.
Afterthis, the cars willgoonto
Monzatotakepartinthatevent.”

Estonia’sinclusionisno
surprise given WRC demand in
OttTanak’shome country.

“We saw some of the teams go
to Estonia for therallylast year
andtheinterest was very strong,”
said Ciesla. “Asyou canimagine,
Estoniaistremendous with Ott’s
success. Havingtherally justa
couple of weeks before Finland
isaperfect chance to show off
the carsand the championship.”

M-Sport was the only team
notrunningacaronthe Otepaa-
based eventlast year. Tanak won
inaToyota with Hayden Paddon
(Hyundai)and Craig Breen
(Citroen) second and third.

Rossi chases win
on the Monza Rally

Valentino Rossi will make his
debutin alatest-specification
Ford Fiesta WRC at the Monza
Rally (December 7-9).

The MotoGP starischasinga
record-breaking seventh win at
theItalian circuit, butisjust
one of four cars coming out of
M-Sport’s Cockermouth stable.

M-Sport Ford World Rally
Team driver Teemu Suninen
will drive afactory Fiesta on
hisdebut at the popular circuit-
based event. “It’salways
popularforus,” said M-Sport
boss Malcolm Wilson, “and to
haveadriverlike Valentinois
greatnews for all of hisfans.”

Hyundaicompeted at
Monzalast year, with Andreas
Mikkelsen and Sebastien
Ogier sharingthedriving
inani20 WRC. This year the
South Korean firm-along
with Citroen and Toyota—
will only supply show cars.

@ British Rally Championship

Rossi wants another win

frontrunner Rhys Yates will
compete at Monza for the
second timeinlessthana
month when he joins thelikes
of Rossiand Suninen. Yates
finished second on the Vedovati
Corse eventlast weekend-a
warm-up eventfor the Monza
Rally at the same circuit -
makinghisdebutin a2016-spec
Ford Fiesta RS WRC. He will
usethe HK Racing car again
onthe December 7-9 event.
“We’ll goto the full Monza
event,and I hope we can fight
forapodium oratopfive, I want
tobe competitive,” said Yates.
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Starlet man Black won the Irish National Rally Junior Championship this year, Hone won his class on multiple events in an Opel Adam R2 andWilson (Peugeot 208 R2)
claimed the Irish Forest Rally Junior Championship. All three are first-time nominees, and the winner willbe announced on December4.

R.A.C. joins Rally2

The Roger Albert Clark Rally
will form part of a fresh
attempt to attract two-wheel-
drive cars onto gravel rallies
in 2019, asit will beincluded
in the Rally2 Championship
next season.

The Rally2WD campaign
was arally formatlaunched
atthebeginning of the year,
incorporating events which
splitintotwo and run as
separate events for two and
four-wheel-drive cars with
the intention of giving
historics and two-wheel
drives better road position
atthefront of thefield.

It was incredibly successful,
and as part of it the Rally2
Championship launched to
catertotheinterest.

Butin June, Motorsport UK
chairman David Richards
helped to alleviate the issue
by allowing events to seed in
two separate fields, meaning
most gravel events since have
run low-powered and historic
carsatthefront.

Thatleft the Rally2 series

Rally2

March 30| Rally North Wales
April 27 | PirelliInternational Rally
June8 | Carlisle Stages

Aug 31 | Woodpecker Rally
Nov 24 | RogerAlbert Clark Rally

Two-wheel-drive crews can
compete with each other

seemingly lacking appeal, but
championship co-ordinator
Matt Cotton is confident this
year’s calendar, which also
adds the Woodpecker Rally,
is of value torelevant crews.
“You could say that Rally2
lostits USPin the middle of
last season but one thingis
clear from the feedback we
havehad over the past few
months, and thatis thereis still
abig appetite for the Rally2
seriesin 2019,” said Cotton.
“We havelistened to our
competitors and brought
in some changes for next
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year while keeping the
championship fresh and
interesting for all crews, no
matter what they are driving
or how experienced they are.”

FortheR.A.C.,Rally2 drivers
will be eligible for points on
the Sunday legtakingin parts
of southern Scotland. Those
competinginthefullR.A.C.
can alsoregister.

The events missing from
this year’s calendar are the
Trackrod Rally and the Red
Kite Stages.

Areserve entry listhas been
opened forthe R.A.C. after the

Bogie: test for
Killarney debut

capacity of 130 deposits from
UK crews was passed.

The five-day, 300-stage
mile event will start one year
today, on November 21, 2019.

Six of the 20 places reserved
for overseas crews have also
been taken.

Rally manager Colin
Heppenstall said: “We know
from experience that some
of those deposits will be
withdrawn over the coming
monthsfor a whole host
of reasons. Soif anyone
is consideringentering,
please donot be put off.”

Parry hack on the
stages for recces

Recently retired co-driver
CraigParry will return to
therally stages of Wales
next year, working to
provide pacenotes to the
Welsh Rally Championship.
Parry will link up
with fellow co-driver
Killian Duffy and his
OnthepacenoteUK company,
which provides organisers
notes to various events
across the UK and Ireland.
The 2016 British Rally
champion -alongside Elfyn
Evans -suffered career-
ending injuries from a testing
crash for Rally Germany
earlier this year while sat
beside Gus Greensmith.
Between Parry and Duffy
they have almost 100 WRC
starts, and the pair will recce
stages to provide feedback to
crews on the conditions of the
roads in a special briefing at
the signing on of each event.
“Killian and I are delighted
tobelinking up withsuch a
popular series which has
grown spectacularly in
recent seasons,” said Parry.
“I am also excited by the

prospect of working with
the next generation of
co-drivers and helping them
develop their careers.”

As preferred note
supplier to the Welsh series,
Onthepacenote UK will offer
registered contenders notes
for each round in a variety of
formats at a fixed price of £50
per event including postage
and packaging. A two-camera
angle DVD of every stage
will also be available
for £20 per event.

This year, Dylan Davies
and Llion Williams won the
Welsh title in their B13-spec
Subaru Impreza.

Bogie completes first test in developmental new Ford Escort Mk2

David Bogie tested hisbrand
new Tarmac Ford Escort Mk2
last weekend ahead of the
Killarney Stages next month.
The Escort, built by Mk2
expert Hamish Kinloch, islighter
and more powerful than Bogie’s
previous car he won the 2016
Donegal Nationalin, witha
prototype Millington engine
fitted that revs up t09,500rpm
and has afly-by-wire throttle.

“The carfeelsalotmore
responsive and quicker [than
the old one]. There’s more torque
from the engine too which now
produces around 360-380
horsepower, which you can
really feel with less weight.

“We started with ahard set-up
whichisgreatforaracetrack but
nouseforIrishroads, so we’ve
softeneditup,” Bogie explained.

“We’ll do another test before

Killarney, either hereorin
Ireland, as welost time today
duetoathrottleissue whichis
tobeexpected with anew car.

“Killarney will be tough, the
stages arelike Mull where they’re
sospecialist. We will have our
work cut out tokeep up with Rob
Duggan.Ican makethebest
possible pacenotes but these guys
know where all thelittle bumps
are which canreally add up.”
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REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

“UK historic
rallying faces
a tough call”

‘Rally ace takes
on truck racing’

Anderson’s unusual switch, p27 :'

n myview, we are at a tipping
point for historic stage rallying
in the UK. Most signs for 2019
are positive: the running order
debacle has been put to bed
and the early support for the
Roger Albert Clark Rally is a massive
thumbs’ up for this branch of the
sport. But now the people steering
UK historic rallying have a key
decision to make. What to do about
four-wheel-drive turbo cars?
FIA Category 4B opens historic rallying
up to cars built before the end of 1990 and
that means four-wheel-drive turbo cars like
the Prodrive-developed Group A Subaru
Legacy, Lancia Delta Integrale and Toyota
Celica GT4 can compete in historic classes.
Already, the BTRDA has opened its
Historic Cup to these cars but other historic
series, notably the British Historic Rally
Championship, are sticking with a two-
wheel-drive rule, for now, at least.
In MN last month, Andrew Fenwick
talked about plans to field as many as four
Legacies in the BTRDA Historic Cup and
his comments should have sent a chill
through the two-wheel-drive ranks. The

The 2300 Club John Easson Award finalists have been revealed, with Silver Star and R2 Rallye Cup champion
George Lepley (1) the only returning driver.The award is named after regular rally competitor Easson who died
inanairaccidentin 1999, and the award has beenrunsince 2004. EwanTindall (c)-who was rapid in his first
season inthe forests inthe ST Rally Trophy —and British Rally Championship Cadet class frontrunner Finlay
Retson (r) make up the final three, all of whom have competed in the ST Trophy and Junior 1000 series.The
winner will receive £5000 towards entry feesin 2019, and £1000 if that person wins their class next season.
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Crash delays Kelly’s season but a return is imminent

Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship frontrunner Mark Kelly
islookingtoreturntotheseriesat Brands
HatchinJanuary, and plans to contest this
weekend’s Glyn Memorial Stages as his
firstsinceacrashinJerseyin October.
Kelly took two wins inthe 2017/18 MIN
series—at Brands Hatch and the Alan
Healy Memorial at Cadwell -in just his
second full season of rallying and with
no competition experience before that.
Butacrashinhisfirst closed-road pacenote
eventinJersey set back his preparations.
“Putitdown toexperience,” he said. “It

aquick section and it wasasquareright.
There wasno chance, we weren’t making
the corner.Ididn’teven attemptit.

“There was abit of engine damage.
Fromthebulkhead back the car wasfine.”

Kelly will alsolook to contest the Lee
Holland Memorial Rally at Anglesey next
March, the penultimate round of the MN
Championship, as his Tilemaster concern
sponsorsthe event. He wantstoreturnto
the championship full-time in 2019-°20.

Last year’s winner Wil Owen will provide
tough opposition for Kelly at the Glyn
Memorial at Anglesey Circuit, with 65 stage

FIA-permitted 38mm restrictor will allow
Legacies to turn out 350bhp (some
pundits reckon that could be nearer to
400bhp) and Fenwick claims an advantage
of up to 50 seconds per stage based on
experience in Belgium. He admits that he
can't see a Ford Escort touching a Legacy.

Even at 350bhp, the Legacy has a similar
power advantage over a top-spec Escort
Mk2 as that same Escort has over a Lotus
Cortina: up to 100bhp. Add in four-wheel
drive, and even an averagely-driven Legacy
will blow the best Mk2 Escorts into the

was amistake in the notes, we went through miles on offer across the two-day event.

weeds. | reckon a well-driven Legacy will
worry the R5s at the front of the BTRDA field.
| am not against these cars, but lam
against them competing directly against
the current historics. At a stroke, the historic
fraternity risks alienating 70 per cent of its
customers for the sake of perhaps four or
five rocketships. Let them runin their own
division and give it a suitable name, but don't
add them to the historic field. Recent history
in Belgium shows the damage that can be
done to historic entries by one quick 4WD.
The competitor pool in historic rallying is
getting older and some will stop rallying
in the foreseeable future. We need to
encourage younger drivers into historics
and surely, now that the running order
is sorted, we should be pushing more

Lewis favourite for Junior Formula 1000 title

Despitelyingfourthin the standings,
Citroen Cldriver Eddie Lewisisin
thedriving seattotake afirst Junior
1000 Rally Championship title this
weekend in Anglesey.

The Glyn Memorialisthe
concludinground of the series
which has produced thelikes of
Elfyn Evans and Chris Ingram.

The top two driversin the series,
Rob Cotton (C1) and Ioan Lloyd
(C1),canbothimprove to 161 and
162 pointsrespectively if they win.

But Lewis hastwolow scores to
drop, and afinish of ninth will take

Elliot Payne—son of 2016 BTRDA
Gold Star champion Charlie—hasbeen
the standout driver of the year with
four wins, but needs Lewis tofinish
17th orlower to win the title. That
would alsorequire Wilson finishing
fifth or lower and Lloyd sixth orlower.

At Cadwelllast Saturday, Payne
took victory by six seconds from Rob
Wilson. Steven Jones jumped Lewis
onthelaststagetotakeapodium,
albeit 37s adrift.

All four of the title protagonists
competed onthe Anglesey event
last year, Payne being the highest

Lewis won at Roskirk for hi only maxscorein’l8

him pastintothelead. finisherin second. .
e affordable and accessible cars: Peugeot
205s and 309s, Vauxhall Novas and Astras
e . . . . and Toyota Corollas for instance.
0’Neill increases rallying invelvement with MN series TV = In historic racing terms, allowing 4WD
r rs to join the historic field is akin
British Touring Car support championships - Cadwell Park onwards. :u b”o (\;\ins t? éooot eF frt: lc 26 drs ta ;
Championshiprace winner has competed in four MN “For metobeinvolved having o.a ° 9 .CC ormula < carstorace
Paul O’Neill will increase events, all inaPaul Sheard- driven in the championship with For_mula Juniors. Such amove would
hisinvolvement with the prepared Mazda MX-5. myself and seen how exciting be considered utter folly and would do

Theseriesisavailable to
view on motorsport.tv,
Frontrunner and Amazon
Prime, with O’Neill narrating
last weekend’sround at

Motorsport News Circuit Rally
Championship, narrating the
series TV coverage in 2018/19.
O’Neill-who commentates
forITV4onthe BTCCandits

itis,it’sgreat,” he said.
“I’'mhonoured to have been
asked.I’'mlookingforward
toitandIlove myrallying.
Ican’t wait to get started.”

untold harm to the world's biggest historic
racing category. So why do itinrallying?

6& AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

O’Neill has caught the rally bug
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West takes another strong score for MN title defence. By Dan Mason

First Cadwell visit
for Smith was fruitful

uy Smith
grabbed a last-
gasp Cadwell
Stages victory
todeny
reigning
champion
Chris West hisfirst win of the
season, aided by an inspired
spectacle of family tactics.

A tale of two tyre choices proved
the decisive factorin the afternoon’s
stages, as 2003 Le Mans 24 Hours
winner Smith entered the final
two stages of eight playing
catch-up. Father Peter Smith
then handed over a fresh set of
Pirellityrestohelphisson’s
pursuit of West, achoicethat
would spur him to victory on
hisfirst visit to Cadwell Park.

A two-horse battle was set from
the outset, thelead gap never
surpassing 10 seconds across the
eight special stages.

West’s title defence had begun
with uncertainty at Oulton Park,
beddingin anew engine—-which
eventually ran poorly —in his
Peugeot 306 Maxi. The champion
vowed to “comeback 110 per cent
ready” at Cadwell, and his
aggressive attacking style early
oninslippery conditions hinted
atareturntoform.

He started best of all, Guy Smith

CLASS ROUND-UP

Just like the Oulton Park season
opener, Class B went down to the
wire between a trio of cars.

This time, Chris Woodhouse would
come out on top to deny Paul Sheard
with a late dash when darkness fell,
although the latter benefitted in the MN
series as Woodhouse isn't registered.

Sheard returned to the wheel of his
Mazda MX-5 at Cadwell Park but was
instantly hampered by gearbox dramas
from the very first stage. Issues with
fifth gear in particular left Sheard
“having to abuse the car” to make it
through the day, using just three
gears and keeping tabs on engine
temperatures as revs soared higher.

The reigning Class B champion still
managed to grab the lead from Chris
Platt's Vauxhall Tigra, which was
benefiting itself from a repaired gasket
head which had put him out of the
opening rally of the season.

leading the Ford Fiesta charge in
alearningstate of mind. “Thisis
thefirsttimeI’ve ever driven at
Cadwell Park,” he said, enjoying
morerally outings after previous
success at Donington and Croft.
“It’s seat-of-the-pants stuff!”
West’s tail-happy style caught
him out on the opening stage with
asmall mistake, but amore costly
error would put pay to one of his
main championshiprivals, John
Stone. Thefirst car ontheroad,
Stone’s Ford Fiesta RS WRC got out
of shape and collected the barriers,
rear-wheel hub damage puttinga
potential favourite out before stage
two with no spares available.
Stone’s demise made West
consider a conservative approach
with championship points on his
mind, and it told as two stage
victories elevated Smith into the
rallylead. “My confidence has
grown,” said Smith. “Ispent
time watching onboard clips on
YouTubeto get anidea of it, but
it’stotally different when you
goout thereforthefirsttime.”
Tentative thoughts soon became
adistant memory for West when
he bolted on fresh Michelin rubber
for stages five and six. The switch
paid dividends; the Peugeot went
seven seconds quicker tomove
ahead, extending hislead cushion

Woodhouse and co-driver Alan Gilbert
had earlier arrived through the finishing
post backwards at the conclusion of
stage two, but the Citroen C2 pairing
fought back in style to overpower Sheard
and avenge their Oulton Park defeat.

The eventand MN Class C was win
went to Mike English, but threatened a
surprise in the morning as the foggy and
slippery track conditions played into the
hands of less powerful machinery.

Among those was the SEAT Ibiza of
Stuart Popplewell and Nigel Barber, a
car lacking in grunt compared to those
of a chasing English and Rob Cox in
their respective Ford Escort Mk2s.

“You get more satisfaction in these
cars in those sort of conditions,” said
Popplewell. “l did all the hard work
and dangled the carrot in front of the
Escorts for them to come and catch me.”

Coxwould again be left “gutted” by
gearbox gremlins that put him out of the

tosix seconds with another fastest
time on the sixth stage.

Aretort wasneeded, and the
Smithsfought fire with fire.

Father Peter —runningin asolid
third place throughout the day -
sacrificed his set of new Pirellis to
allow for Smith Jrtotry and undo
the damage with two stagesin
darknessto go.

Nostrangertoracing through
thenight, Smith Jr and co-driver
Patrick Walsh—who satalongside
Steve Simpson at Oulton Park —
putthe pressure on and were aided
by a West stall at the top of the
Mountain to move within two
seconds with one stage remaining.

A turnaroundloomed, and was
completed when Smith went 11
seconds quicker to seal victory over
agallant West and co-driver Keith
Hounslow, whoreturned after back
pains forced him out at Oulton.
“The car was about 75 per cent
today,” West admitted. “He drove
well. To be battling those Fordsin
thislittle car, and with teething
troubles -1 canbe happy with that.”

On aweekend when Ott Tanak
missed out on victoryin Rally
Australia, the Fiestahe once steered
intoaMexicanlake rounded out
the podium at Cadwell thanks to
Smith Sr, albeit 1m35s adrift.

“Idonated Guy my tyresto

rally as it almost did at Oulton Park,
but English would indeed reel in and
overpower the Ibiza as the Tarmac
rubbered in during the afternoon.
Class A was split for the event, A1
honours going the way of lan Barnes in
the consistent Ford Ka while A2 spoils
were sealed by the rampant Ford Puma
of Patrickand Thomas Homan. They
started as car 94, but turned that into
36th overall in a brilliant run to the finish.
Dale and Andrew Lawson (MG ZR)
scored maximum MN Class A honours,
second in Class A2 on the event.
Overall winners Smith and Walsh
added the D2 class to their victory reel
at Cadwell Park, while West added his
second class D1 victory in two rallies.
West said: “We're still suffering a
few teething troubles, but the biggest
change I've been trying to get used
tois the switch from Pirelli to Michelin
tyres. It's a totally different feel.”

-
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West took maximum MN points in 306 Maxi

CESS FOR
LE MANS WINNER SMITH

MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 2/7, Cadwell Park, Nov 17

POS | DRIVER /CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Guy Smith/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta WRC 42m08s
2 | Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi +9s
3 | Peter Smith/Sion Cunniff Fiesta WRC +1m35s
4 | Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 +2m07s
5 | John Giriffiths/Nigel Wetton Subaru Impreza +2m10s
6 | Colin Gemmell/Derek Keir Ford Escort Mk2 +2m13s
7 | Mike Taylor/Martin Haggett Talbot Sunbeam Lotus | +2m46s
| 8 | Tom Blackwood/Gordon Winning | Escort Mk2 +2mb9s
| 9 | Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates | Porsche Cayman +3m06s
i 10 | Nick Whale/Paula Swinscoe BMW M3 +3mO06s

Event class winners: Smith/Walsh; West/ Hounslow; Mike English/Andy Robinson (Escort Mk2); Chris Woodhouse/Alan
Gilbert (Citroen C2); Patrick Homan/Thomas Homan (Ford Pumay); lan Barnes/Adam Read (Ford Ka). MIN class winnes: Dale/
Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Paul Sheard/Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5); English/ Robinson; West/ Hounslow; P Smith/ Cunniff.

give him ashot,” headded. “It’s
been steady after [had no left-
frontshock.”

His podium place was briefly
under threat from the Proton
Satria S2500 Millington pairing
of Wesley Simpson and Joe Ford.
Simpson moved to within striking
distance with arapid stage four
time, but would be penalised three
minutes for receiving outside
interferencein parcferme.

Colin Gemmell’s Ford Escort Mk2
moved into a lofty fourth place, buta
sluggish penultimate stage dropped
him to sixth. The Escort RS2500 of
Stephen Tilburn took advantage to
finish fourth overall, pipping John

Class C honours
for English

Griffiths’ SubaruImpreza.

Behind sixth-placed Gemmell
was therapid Talbot Sunbeam
Lotus of Mike Taylor, which
consistently satinside the top 10
all afternoon. Tom Blackwood and
Gordon Winning climbed the order
toeighth by the day’s conclusion,
Ciro Carannante bringing his
Porsche Cayman homeninthona
day where brother Toni Carannante
crashed his SubaruImpreza.

BRDC and Motorsport UK board
director Nick Whale enjoyed a
strong showingin his eye-catching
BMW M3 withits mid-’90s Williams
Formula 1-themed livery, rounding
outthetop 10finishers.

Homan pair won class Aé

Sheard: MN Class B victory
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Running order and rain made Australia a tense showdown
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dramatic
finale provided
afitting
conclusion
toone of the
hardest-fought
World Rally
Championships ever. Toyota
could argueithad the fastest
carin2018and Thierry Neuville
led the points standings for

much of the way, butintheend
thetitle went to the man who
hasbeen here before. Sebastien
Ogier secured a historic sixth
crowninhislastoutingaboard
an M-Sport Ford Fiesta WRC.

Notsince 2003 had three drivers
arrived atthefinal round with a
chance of the crown, but the three
crewsin question had littleinterest
inthepast. It was theimmediate
future thatinterested them more.

Postanear-perfect penultimate
round in Spain, a back-to-the-front
Ogier was busy tellingeverybody
it was better to have the points
ratherthan a preferable position
ontheroad.

Neuville was similarly sure second
ontheroad would pay dividends
more handsome than three points.

And Ott Tanak? He wasn’t really
sayingmuchatall. Ashehad forthe
rest of the season, he wasready tolet
hisdrivingtakealead in conversation.

Inanefforttotally tiredness with a
time zone turning a European evening
intoabright Ozmorning, the teams
arrived earlier than ever. For the
drivers, there had been photoshoots
alongside Sydney’s operahouse,
evenastrollalongBondibeach. The
move upto coast to Coffs Harbour
meant more manufactured smiles
and atobogganridefor Ogier,
Neuvilleand Tanak.

Friday morning couldn’t come
soonenough.

M-Sport’s service park manager
Stewart Berry couldn’t keep still.
Walking, stalking, prowling, he
smiled thinly. “We justneed to get
on with thisnow,” he said. “We’ve
been waiting forlongenough.”

He spokefor the entire service park.
But, justatthat precise moment,
another minute or two wouldn’t have
gone amissfor any of thedrivers.

Ahead of thefinal Friday’sfirstloop,
the teams were staring atthe sky and
wondering. What would the weather
do? Thedrizzleintensified intorain.
Thenlifted, lightened. But the clouds
were sittingheavy over the hillsinto
which the cars were heading.

Ultimately, tyre choice was
straightforward. With cooler
ambient temperatures, everybody
went with the softer choice.

Championshipleader Ogiersat
onadeskin M-Sport’scommand
centre, surrounded by his favourite
Cumbrians. Nobody said a word.
Nobody needed to. There wasno witty
banter, no one-liners. Not this time.

A seasonand the champion’sreign

Madseastberg was strong early on

wason theline. Team principal
Malcolm Wilson emerged, serious
race-faceset. “He’supforit,” he said.
“It’sgoingtobesomeday...”

It wasthe same story nextdoor at
Hyundai. The atmosphere wasan
odd one. Somany questions were
about tobe answered. For team
manager Alain Penasse thiswas
justthebeginningof a verylong
threedays. “Todayisnotsobad,” he
said. “It’stomorrow [Saturday] and
Sunday when the pressure comes,
that’s when we startto know which
way thisone’s going.

“Thenagain, Ogier could putitup
againstatree,damagetherollcage
andit could be all over within the
hour. They could putiton aplatefor
usinthefirst stage... or we could put
itonaplateforthem.”

Plates werenot pictured in thefirst
hour. And neither wastherain Ogier
hadhoped for sobadly.

Regularreaders of these pages
will be painfully well acquainted
with the consequences of leading
the championshipintoa warm, dry
gravel rally. For the uninitiated, the
gravel-strewn surface gets ‘cleaned’ -
andfaster-with each passingcar
whenit’sdry. Rainis what you want
if you'refirstontheroad.

Theroadfacing Ogier on Friday
was water-free. There was no point
philosophisingthisone, it wasa crisis
indanger of becominga disaster.

“Today’s stages are bad for cleaning,”
hesaid, “butit’s even worse tomorrow.
Tomorrow is a disasterto be first on
theroad. Andrightnow, that’sme...”

Utterly hamstrungas his Ford Fiesta
WRCfloated across theloose surface,
Ogier spentthe morning spreading
the stones and diggingout afasterline
forthosefollowing. The only crumb
of comfort was that Neuville was only
one place behind.

“It’svery difficult,” said Neuville.
“I'had areally bigmomenton the
last stage, the car was onitsnose
over some of the jumps—Ibacked
off alittle bit after that.If it stays
like this, the powerstage will be very,
veryimportant.”

‘Likethis’wasludicrous. ‘Like this’...
surely couldn’t continue. ‘Like this’
was Neuvilleninth and Ogier 10th
overall. Thetitlerace’s top two were
propping upthetop 10.

“Itmakesuslook stupid, eh...”
said Ogier. “Thebest driversin the
championshipand we’reallin these
positions. Try toexplain that to
yourreaders.”

Third ontheroadand ‘enjoying’
conditionsfractionally better was
Tanak. The current form man showed
flashes of the speed thathas provided
the talking point for the season’s
second half. Sherwood, in particular,
wasablast. Until the bumps. The
onesthat almost caught Neuville?
They got Tanak.

Struggling to get the Toyota slowed
for aright-hander after the Yaris
WRChad putitsnoseinthedirt, the
rear slid wide, bounced off the bank
ontheoutside and pivoted the front
upand intothe greenery.

Asked how closetothelimithe’d been
through themorning, Tanak smiled
thinly. “IthinkIThave been alittle bit
overit,” hesaid. “Any time you go off
theroad and youdon’tfind the tree, you
arelucky.Iwaslucky thismorning.”

Fastest time onthefirst Friday
rerunstage and Tanak wasupto
fourth. Worse was to follow for Ogier
as Neuville’s SS5scratch moved him
into seventh spot. Ignoringthe
powerstage connotations, that
meant thetitle would be heading
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to Belgium for thefirst timein history.

That wasas good asit would get. The
Sherwood stage had provided plenty
of drama through the morning, when
Andreas Mikkelsen crashed off the
road distracted by a tractor being
driven down the stagetoputachicane
backin place (seerally news).
Thehistrionics continued into the
afternoon. Anawkward landing
knocked theleft-rear tyre off therim
of Neuville’si20 Coupe WRC. Eight
tenths of a second up on Ogier at split
two, the Hyundai started tolose time
into the second half, butit was only
when he got tothe scene of thetractor
dramathat the significance of his
problem waslaid bare. Unable to
slow the car, he slammed into the
bales and lost more time.

Hearrived at thefinish, 54.4s down
onfastestman CraigBreen, but had
littleinterestin theIrishman. He was
looking at only one time. He’d dropped
40.2sto Ogier torelieve hisrival of the
unwanted 10th place.

Asked what thismight mean to his
title challenge, Neuville took onelast

DAVID
EVANS

look at the time, pursed hislipsand
said: “Thavenoidea.” Ashepulled
firstand drove away, he knew only
too well what it meant. It was nothing
shortof adisaster.

Rubbingsaltintoa wide-open
wound, Ogier’s M-Sport team-mates
Teemu Suninen and Elfyn Evans
pulled absolute blinders to slow down
justenough toallow Ogier ahead of
them, while keeping Neuville behind.
Saturday’srunning order was decided
after SS6. The gap between ninth-
placed Evans and Thierry? Two
tenths of asecond.

Team orders will forever remain
one of motorsport’s most controversial
topics, but the British squad’s decision
was as understandable asthe
deployment admirable.

Not that anybody ventured such a
point with Neuville. Now forced to
runfirstontheroad, hisback was
well and truly against the wall now.

The Argents Hill and Welshs
Creek stages were by far the worst for
cleaning; fast and flowing, these two
most southerly stages carve their way

through the countryside across
asurfaceinchesdeepindry,
dusty gravel.

Neuvilledid everything he could, but
hewasalambtotheslaughter. “It’sso
frustrating,” hesaid. “Ican seenoline.
Every corner, I know they takemore.”

Urunga, the final stage of theloop,
isbackintothejungle. Back between
the trees with a slightly better surface.
Neuville knew he had topush here.
Hepushed. And it went wrongagain.
Heslid wide, flirted with the treesand
was fortunate to escape with justa
damaged left-rear suspension arm.
“It’s OK,” hesaid, soundinglikea
man trying desperately to convince
himself. “Icanstill drive.

“What canIsay?Iwill never give up.
Let’stryagain and see what happens.”

Anotherninth fastest time, another
8.5sshipped. “Icannotdomore,” he
said. “Ireally pushed in there. That
one wasflat-out.”

Thelastremaining hope appeared
tobe with the weather. Neuville had
managed to elevate himself past
Breen and Suninen, but still Sunday
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‘His best performance

in recent years’

Paddon’s drive rated, p23

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, WRC.com

dbringmore cleaning. Unless
ned. Finally, something went
for Neuville. Hisrain came.
inginto the season’sfinal day,
irtual championship had sixth-
d Ogier on 212, seven ahead of
7ille. Butnow Tanak had come
vlay. Toyota’s strong second half
e season continuedrighttothe
with the Yaris WRCs knocking
en’s Mads Ostbergand Breen

f their Friday night1-2and
icing them with Tanak and

ala. Leader Ott satina provisional

ndinthetitlerace, one point up
nierry.

mbingaboard thei20, Neuville
2d up atthe grey skies, shortly
six on the season’sfinal Sunday
1ing. The weather brought an
rtunity.

ow we have touseit,” hesaid.
have to gamble. We have to push.
avenothingtolose.”

[sonlooked atroubled manas
epared for thelast 50 miles of
competition.

Continuedonpage22

Miikka Anttila and Jari-Matti Latvala celebrate
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#® Latvala took his only win
of 2018 season in Australia
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OttTanak suffered damage early on before crashing out for good

STAGETIMES _______

M SS1 OraraEast1 (5.45 miles)
Fastest Lappi 4m45.5s Leader
Lappi Second Tanak +0.8s

M SS2 Coldwater 1(8.77 miles)
Fastest Latvala 7m56.3s Leader
Latvala Second Lappi +0s

M SS3 Sherwood 1 (16.58 miles)
Fastest Ostberg 12m49.0s Leader
Ostberg Second Lappi +5.4s

Il SS4 Orara East2 (5.45miles)
Fastest Tanak4m43.5s Leader
Ostberg Second Lappi +4.5s

Il SS5 Coldwater 2 (8.77 miles)
Fastest Neuville 7m51.1sLeader
Ostberg Second Latvala +5.9s

M SS6 Sherwood 2 (16.58 miles)
Fastest Breen 12m35.6s Leader
Ostberg Second Latvala +6.2s

M SS7 Destination NSW-1
(0.79miles)

Fastest Ogier 1m23.4sLeader
Ostberg Second Breen +7.6s

M SS8 Destination NSW-2
(0.79 miles)

Fastest Tanak 1m23.0s Leader
Ostberg Second Breen +6.8s

SS9 Argents Hill Reverse 1
(8.16 miles)

Fastest Paddon 7m20.9s Leader
Ostberg Second Latvala +7.0s

H SS10Welshs CreekReversel
(17.91 miles)

Fastest Tanak 15m12.6s Leader
Ostberg Second Latvala +3.7s

M SS11Urungal (12.50 miles)
Fastest Tanak 11m32.3s Leader
Latvala Second Tanak +4.6s

HSS12Raleigh 1 (1.24 miles)
Fastest Evans 1m33.1sLeader
Latvala Second Tanak +3.2s

W SS13 Argents Hill Reverse 2
(8.16 miles)

Fastest Paddon 7m16.8s Leader
Latvala Second Tanak +3.2s

M SS14Welshs Creek Reverse 2
(17.91 miles)

Fastest Tanak 15m01.4s Leader
Tanak Second Latvala +0.8s

B SS15Urunga 2 (12.50 miles)
Fastest Lappi 11m32.5s Leader
Tanak Second Latvala +7.4s

B SS16Raleigh 2 (1.24 miles)
Fastest Tanak 1m32.2s Leader
Tanak Second Latvala +9.7s

[l SS17 Destination NSW-3
(0.79miles)

Fastest Tanak 1m23.1sLeader
Tanak Second Latvala +20.0s

M SS18 DestinationNSW-4
(0.79miles)

Fastest Neuville 1m24.1sLeader
Tanak Second Latvala +21.9s

HSS19Corambal (9.66 miles)
Fastest Latvala9m38.1s Leader
Tanak Second Latvala +12.6s

l SS20 Sapphire 1 (11.97 miles)
Fastest Paddon 11m30.2s Leader
Latvala Second Tanak +5.0s

B SS21Wedding Bells18 1
(4.45miles)

Fastest Lappi4m14.9sLeader
Latvala Second Tanak +5.0s

W SS22 Coramba 2 (9.66 miles)
Fastest Latvala 10m05.1sLeader
Latvala Second Tanak +6.3s

M SS23 Sapphire 2 (11.97 miles)
Fastest Latvala 11m48.1sLeader
Latvala Second Paddon +32.1s

M SS24Wedding Bells18 2
(Power Stage) (4.45 miles)
Fastest Ogier4m16.2sLeader
Latvala Second Paddon +32.5s

.
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“Jari-Matti Latvala is - >
the most frustrating
of characters”

ally Australia was once
again afittingend to
aremarkable season.
Sebastien Ogier taking
his sixth championship
crown was no forgone
conclusion and the hype, anticipation
and excitement that preceded the
event was entirely justified.

The World Rally Championshipisina
good place right now, and yes, it would have
been good to see someone other than a
Seb winning, but both Thierry Neuville, and
in particular Ott Tanak will have their days
soon enough I'm sure.

But the one man who might still surprisingly
have his day is Jari-Matti Latvala. | know
we've seen false dawns many, many times
with Latvala but | genuinely believe that the
more mature, less self-critical and far more
relaxed Latvala that we saw taking the win in
Australia now has all the tools necessary to
one day be world champion.

Latvalais the most frustrating of characters.
He has the ability to stun everyone with his
pace and performance. He is one of only a
handful of drivers capable of winning any
rally on his day and when it all comes together,
it's truly breathtaking.

But he has also had one of the most
prominent self-destruct buttons in the world
of rallying and he's been prone to activate it
fartoo many times in the past.

I’'m going to stick my neck out though and
say all that is behind the eminently likeable
Finn. He's a different man under the guidance
of his boyhood hero Tommi Makinen. He
knows his place and he knows that he’s
wanted. And more than that, he seems to
feel comfortable in himself at long last.

The burden of challenging the French
domination of the rally world and becoming the
next Finnish rally God was a heavy one to bear
for Latvala. He seems to now have accepted
that if it happens it happens, and in the meantime
he’s going to go out and have some fun. That's
not something he's always done in the past.

OK, he had a few small stumbles in the first
half of this year, but Latvala has rebounded
with aremarkable stoicism and hiswinin
Australia means that he has won at least
once every year for the past 11 seasons.

Toyota looks set to dominate the WRC in
2019. There's alot of talk about Ott Tanak
and Kris Meeke challenging for championship
honours and I'm absolutely sure they will.

ButI'm going to have a quiet few euros on
Latvala. Ogier has shown us again this year
that winning titles in this sport is as much
about experience and intelligence as it is
about pace. And if that’s the measure of a
future champion then J-ML fits the bill for me.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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Dayone:63.18 miles; 8 stages
Weather: sunny 14-28 celsius

Chasing afirst manufacturers'title since 1999,
Toyota has made the perfect start to Rally Australia
with the Yaris WRCs 1-2-3 in the opening test.
That first stage doesn't clean as much asthe
others, with most of it being used for the pre-event
shakedown stage. Esapekka Lappileads after
SS1, but shares the top spot with Jari-Matti
Latvala after stage two. That's as good as the

day gets for Toyota, however. Lavtalais third at

the end of day one, but Lappi and Ott Tanak both
lost time with post-watersplash misfires.

Citroen demonstrates Sebastien Loeb’s Rally

of Spain win last time out was no fluke with
exceptional day one pace down under. Mads
Ostberg moves into the lead with fastest time in
SS3and remains there for the rest of Friday.
Fellow C3 WRC driver Craig Breen isright there
with him after a superb day from the Irishman.
Hayden Paddon makes his trip across the Tasman
worthwhile with an early fourth overall, despite
having been out of the Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC
since Wales six weeks earlier.

The German squad is the only one to suffera
Friday retirement after Andreas Mikkelsen rolls
out of contention in Sherwood. The Norwegian's
concentration is compromised after he overtakes
atractora couple of corners before dropping the
i20 under braking for a left-hander.

There's more misery for Hyundai when Thierry
Neuville drops from seventh to 10th after knocking
the left-rear tyre off the rimin SS6.

Tanak and Lappiround out the top six on Friday
evening, with Ogier’s afternoon position boosted
by Neuville's problem and M-Sport's decision to
ask Teemu Suninen and Elfyn Evans to drop time.
The defending champion’s up to seventh.

End of day one: 1 0stherg/ Eriksen 53m37.4s; 2 Breen/ Martin +6.8s; 3
Latvala/Anttila +8.7s; 4 Paddon/ Marshall +12.5s; 5 Tanak/Jarveoja +16.9s; 6
Lappi/ Ferm +28.3s.

Day two:82.64 miles; 10 stages

Weather: sunny 15-28 celsius

Citroen's hopes of a second consecutive win go
south when Ostberg struggles for balance and
pace through the faster, more flowing stages. A
sticking throttle does for Breen, with the Irishman
dropping from second to fifth on the day’s second
test. Worse is to come for him, however, when he
slides off and damages a wheel on the next stage.
Tenth place beckons after alate check-inand
penalties greet him at the start of SS12.

The French team’s loss is Toyota’s gain as the Yaris
WRCs runfirstand second from SS11. Latvalais
out front, but the question of team-ordersis never
far away with his championship hopeful team-mate
Tanakright behind. Fastest time through SS14 is
enough for the Estonian to get his nose ahead by
0.8s. Nobody expects a Latvalaresponse...
Paddon offers some cheerfor Hyundaias he
elbows his way past Ostberg for third place

on the second run through Urunga.

Lappiand Ogier are fifth and sixth, with the former’s
highlight being a scratch time in SS15. Joint fastest
time in Raleigh 2 is reason for seventh-placed
Evansto smile on Saturday.

End of day two: 1Tanak/Jarveoja 2h07m52.0s; 2 Latvala/Anttila +21.9s;
3 Paddon/ Marshall +26.3s; 4 Ostherg/ Eriksen +46.6s; 5 Lappi/ Ferm +50.4s; 6
Ogier/Ingrassia +1m44.8s

Day three:52.17 miles;6 stages

Weather: overcast/rain 14-24 celsius

Latvalais backin the lead after a small mistake
from Tanak on the second Sunday stage. Toyota
keeps a close eye on championship permutations
before deciding whether to ask J-ML to slow
down. It's allacademic when Tanak retires on the
penultimate stage. Latvala wins and delivers a
classic quote about how important this success
was, saying: “l won every year since 2008, |
didn’'t want this to be the first year without the
win. | didn't want a sad Christmas!”

Paddon moves up to second following the
departure of the #8 Yaris, with Ostberg ending
his season with a podium in his C3 WRC.
There's another fastest time for Lappi as he bids
farewell to Toyota — helping his current employer
to the manufacturers' title’s not a bad way to

say goodbye.

Ogierand Ingrassia are the day’s other big
winners, one place further backin fifth. The man
with most to lose even rounds out his season
with a powerstage win.

Continued from page21

“Ineversleep particularly well,
butlastnightreally wasn’t so good,”
hesaid. “I keptthinkingaboutall
thatrain and now thismorningI've
seen some pictures of the stages...
There’sjust somuchridingon
this. Everybody’s up in Dovenby
[M-Sport’s Cumbrian base],
they’ve gotabigscreen and
they’re all watching.Ijusthope
we don’tlethim down.”

Ogier was classic Ogier: utterly
self-confident. Everything would
befine. Of courseit would. Why
wouldn’tit?

Watching the early onboard
action did little to calm Wilson’s
nerves: cars were all over the place,
with moments at every corner.

“It’shorrendous,” said Wilson
grimly after the firstloop. “What I
wouldn’t do tofast forward a few
hours... Seb’sfine, sorelaxed. He
keepstelling me: ‘Malcolm, don’t
worry; we’ll be world champions’.
Butit’sstillall soclose.”

But Ogier just kept on keeping on.
Mistakes had been for otherson
Friday and Saturday, why would
Sunday be different? It wouldn’t.

First stage of thelastloop and
Neuville’s dream was done.
Visibly right on the ragged edge,
he battled valiantly. But lost. Lost
awheel. Lost the championship.

“It’sthe way itis,” he said. “We
hadtopush, it wasall ornothing.”

Onestagelater and it was
everything for Ogier as Tanak
pinged his Yaris off another solid
Australian gum tree.

For 23 of 24 stages of thefinale,
the WRC had delivered a thriller,
mirroring the extraordinary
twists and turns of thismost
compelling season. But then
M-Sportradioed amessage

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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into Ogier’s #1 car: “Tanak out.”
Driving downtheroadtothe
final stage wasn’t how Ogier had
imagined winning a sixth title.
“Itkilled the moment a little bit,”
hesaid. “Butthen there was a big
relief. This was definitely the
toughest fight we had for the
championship. It’s been sointense.”
With intensity comes emotion.
And there wasnoshortage of that
when Ogier arrived at the end of
thefinal stage, having won the

Evans takes domestic success

The final corner of this
year’s Rally Australia was
too tempting for Eli Evans.
He couldn’t resist the space
offered by that open junction
at the 90-left. Running his
Skoda Fabia R5 wide, he
yanked on the handbrake and
opened the taps to send the
thing into an Australian Rally
Championship-winning
celebratory donut.

Four drivers came to Coffs
Harbour in with a shot at
winning this year’s ARC title.
For the second season in
succession, Molly Taylor
lost out. Last year the engine
in her Subaruran sick costing
her a shot.

This time around it was a
near-100mph head-on collision
with a straw bale that ruined
the Japanese motor out front.

Harry Bates, son of four-time
Australian Rally champion
Neal, came close to following in
his father’s footsteps aboard
his Toyota Yaris AP4.

Unfortunately for him there
would be no dream result after
his car hit engine trouble in
the Welshs Creek Reverse test
on Saturday afternoon.

Evans’ own hopes of taking
the title with a win went south
when he punctured earlier on
Saturday, but he knew he just
needed to keep the car going
to the end and the title would

be his. That’s exactly what
he did.

Evans said: “It’s been areally
strange and bizarre year in the
Australian Championship.

It’s been really hard fought.
We came here with anice
lead and I did all I could to
giveit away! But now I’'m
really happy.”

Fellow Skoda driver Steve
Glenney maximum scored
on the final ARC round, which
was some consolation to
missing out on the title.

“I’ve got to say, it’s a dream
come true to be in the middle
of the WRC here and winning
the Australian round,” said
Glenney. “It’s been a crazy
weekend, we’ve all had some
dramas, but we’re here and to
bein the top 10 of the WRC
overallis really something
special for me.”

Alberto Heller won the WRC2
category in his Ford Fiesta
R5. The Chilean was short
on competition, especially
when his brother Pedro Heller
dropped his sister car onto its
side on Saturday afternoon.

Alberto said: “This is fantastic
result for me. It’s only my
second ever WRC2 round and
the first time I competed at this
level I had areally big crash in
Argentina, sol am happy. It’s
been quite difficult to drive
with a biglead, but I am here
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powerstage. Naturally. “It’s
incredible,” said Ogier. “I'm so
happy to have done this for my
team and for this guy...”

This guy was Wilson, who’d
arrivedrighton cue. “This guy...
thebestbossIeverhad.”

Rarely, if ever, on these pages has
fifth place been so well reported.
Fortherecord, Latvala won
Rally Australia. In doing so he
maintained an 11-year record of
winning atleast one WRC round

Evans powered to the Australia

for the experience —that’s what
Iwanted.”

Heller flew directly back to
Chile, where he and his brother
went from the airport to the
recce for the penultimate round
of the South American series —
where both of them stand a
chance to win the title.

Triple APRC champion

Fifth place was
enough for Ogier

each season. More important
than that, victory sealed the
manufacturers’ crown for
TommiMakinen’s Toyota squad.

More than anybody, Makinen
understood the hurt Tanak felt.
“Next year,” said the Finn, quietly.

Forget next year, it’s next week
that Ogier’s focused on now. Next
week’s his first meaningful test
in hisnew mount, a Citroen.

But what a way to say goodbye
totheold one.

title as his rivls e11 by the wayside

Gaurav Gill had been firmly
in control of the RC2 class
(allR5 drivers including those
notregistered for WRC2) and
the Indian would have been on
for a finish well inside the top
10 had he not slid off the road
when he had little to gain

or prove in his MRF-backed
Ford Fiesta R5.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER ELFYN EVANS

M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

Never putawheel wrong
through some of the most
challenging and high-
pressure stages of his
career and brought his
Fiesta WRC home tofifth
place and a sixth world
title. An outstanding
result to make two great
years with M-Sport.

TEENMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

Like Evans, the Finnwas
required to fallon his
sword for Ogier’s greater
good and, again like
Evans, suffered inthe
worst of the conditions
because of that. He belied

his lack of Oz experience,
apartfromwhen he
crashed onthe last stage. 10

M-SPORTFORD FIESTA

Could see team orders
coming from early doors
on Friday and was,
therefore, never really in
aposition to drive his
own event. Not a hugely
inspired effort from

the Welshman, but
notone to be hung
foreither...

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI {20

Never gave up and threw
his Hyundai between
the trees with admirable
abandon in some of

the season's most
treacherous conditions
on Sunday. Ultimately
couldn't match Ogier's
precision and pace
when it mattered most.

JARI-MATTI LATVALA
Not since he started winning rounds of the World Rally Championship in 2008 has

Latvala finished a season winless. And he's not about to start now. Kept his head and
drove a horrible final day beautifully to take a maiden Australian win. b

il

WOODEN
SPOON N

HAYDEN PADDON
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAIi20

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAIi20

Couldn't help but feel
some sympathy for the
Norwegian who almost
tripped over a tractor

in Sherwood. But then,
while thinking how
close he'd come to
crashing, er... crashed.
Never really at the
races thereafter.

MADS OSTBERG
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Surprised himself with
his day one speed, where
he made the most of the
grip available down the
order. Couldn'tkeep the
momentum up on
Saturday’s faster stages,
but held it togetherto take

One of his best
performances in recent
years. Was never out of
the top four from Friday
afternoon onwards and
always the quickest and
most consistent of the
factoryi20 Coupe
WRCs. Did enough
tokeep his job.

CRAIG BREEN

TOTALABUDHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Brilliant on the opening
day, his event went south
when the throttle jammed
on Saturday morning and
sparked myriad issues.
Loses further points for
not even knowing Ireland
were playing, letalong

i

THE TRACTOR DRIVER

RESULTS

Seriously, what on earth were you thinking about? Absolutely understand the road
was blocked by the bale, but how on earth did you think putting your tractor on the
road was ever going to be a good plan? Shocking.

Round 13/13, Rally Australia 2018, November 15-18

asecond 2018 podium. beating, the All Blacks. POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER |CAR TIME
1 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC 2h59m52.0s
2 | Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) |Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |+32.5s
3 | Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) | Citroen C3 WRC +52.2s
4 | Esapekka Lappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m02.3s
gOAYgT.IA-YI.XIR%VE‘I;REI LATVALA E SAP E I{ I{A LAP Pl 5 | Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA)  |Ford Fiesta WRC +2m30.8s
TOYOTAYARISWRC 6 | Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +3m05.1s
7 | CraigBreen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3WRC +8m59.0s
ar 8 | Alberto Heller (CHI)/Luis Diaz (ARG) Ford FiestaR5 +292m?28.5s
E:"r:a%: : f;i:;gg?;? aebout :Zggfr:gul'ﬁz tc: aSn?i)ur:ctj}? g 9 | Steve Glenney (AUS)/Andrew Sarandis (AUS) |Skoda Fabia R5 +27m01.8s
Latvala's performance came back for producing 10 | Jourdan Serderidis (GRE)/Lara Vanneste (BEL) |Ford Fiesta WRC +35m14.1s
when team principal Tommi the perfect car — not 11 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) |Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC [+43m?21.9s
Makinen asked if he might something he’s done all R | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC SS24/accident
have aword. .. Faced year—and might well R Ot.t Tanak (E$T)/ Martin Jgrveoja (EST) Toyota Y.a.lris WRC SSQB/accident
down Ott Tanak in a final-day R | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC [SS22/accident

fight. Not many have done
that this year.

now be wondering why
he's walking away from

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

OTT TANAK
TOYOTAYARISWRC

By the Estonian’s own exacting
standards, this one fell short.
Yes, he battled his way into the
lead from third on Friday, but
then crashed twice on Sunday
—the second of which broke
the transmission and cost him
any hope of the title.

Toyota bound for Citroen. DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS
POS |DRIVERS | PTS PTS |
1 |Sebastien Ogier 219 1 |Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT |368
ALBERTO HELLER 2 |Thierry Neuville 201 2 |Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT |341
3 |OttTanak 181 3 [M-Sport Ford WRT 324
FORD FIESTA RS 4 |Jari-Matti Latvala 128 4 |Citroen Total 237
5 |Esapekka Lappi 126
Superb — if mighty lonely — 6 |Andreas Mikkelsen | 84
maiden WRC2 victory for the 7__|ElfynEvans 80 MLLY MONTE CARLO
younger of the two Chilean 8 |Hayden Paddon 73
brothers. Overcame a monster 9 _ |DaniSordo 71 IANUARY 24-27, 2019
Argentina shunt to come back 10_[Mads Ostberg 70

stronger and faster with victory
on his second ever outing at
this level. Great effort.

M Whowillhitthe ground runninginthe 2019 race?
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Matt James speaks to one of the BTGC’s stalwarts, Rob CGollard

icky Collardisa
podium finisherin
the British Touring
Car Championship,
buthe verynearly
wasn’t. The 22-year-
old deputised for hisdad Robin the
WSRBMW 1251 M Sport after hisfather
had been stood down on medical
grounds followingareoccurrence

of concussion he had first suffered
at Silverstone in 2017.

Collard Sr was actually cleared torace
inthedaysleadingupto Silverstone this
September, but decided to err onthe side
of caution andlet his son continue atthe
controls of thetin-top.

There wasno prouder person at the foot
of therace one podium than Rob.

“Because Ricky had done so well at
Silverstone, we decided tolethim stay in
the carfor the Brands Hatch finale too,”
says Collard Sr, who hasbeen a mainstay
of the BTCC’s topflight since 2003.

It was tough being on the sidelinesfor
Rob. Thefirstimpact at Silverstone in 2017
inrace one was the one where the major
damage wasdone.

He wastheinnocent victim of some
midfield contact which left him with
broken steering and he was catapulted
intothe path of the pack.

“Theimpact wasarear impact which
then twisted me around -those are the
worst onestohave,” says Rob Collard.
“Iwasconcussed, and that wasitfor the
rest of my season.”

Collard actually took partin free practice
at Brands Hatch atthe end of the year, but
further testsat thetrack meant he was
advisednottorace.

“Thedoctors keptin touch and monitored
me closely. Dr Naomi Deakin worked
alongside the BTCC quack Dr Paul Trafford
and she did some amazing work,” says
Collard Sr. “They kept an eye on me and
were there all the way through my journey.”

Collard’sjourney in the BTCChasbeen
asuccessful one—heisinthetop20race
winnersin the series’ 61-year history with
15victories under his belt.

Hehasbeen with WSR since2010andisa
regular atthe front of the pack. Qualifying
hasbeen abugbear, but thatisn’t surprising
when yourealise that Collardis a full-time
businessman and only a weekend racer,

- =7

e2017:Violent accident

Silverston

unlike many who heisupagainst. “Ihave
to switch off from work mode on Saturday
morning whenIgetintheracecar,and it
takesawhile,” hesays. “Butputmeina
race session, anditbringsthebestoutin
me-Ithink thatismy Hot Rod background.
There you start behind 30 other cars and
you havetomakeittothefront.”

The Hampshireracer saysthat the
demolition business commitments have
oftenbeen a hindrance to performance on
track, butitissomethinghe doesn’tregret.

“IlovetheindustryIlamin,and I wouldn’t
changeit. ButIthink that for the benefit
of myracing, Imaybe should have taken

moretime away from the office,” he explains.

“Butthebusinessisstill growing, and
Ican’t seemtostep away fromit.”

Stepping away from the cockpit for an
enforced period was tough, but even the
driver himself admits that maybe he pushed
himself toohard tomakeareturntothe
door handle-to-door handle action of the
British Touring Car Championship.

Collard was cleared torace at the start
of 2018, but there were still some concerns.
Heexplains: “Iwas gettingheadaches—
notall the time, just occasionally.

“Sometimesin the carIwasflying,like
whenIwonat Oulton Parkin Juneand
Iwas very competitive at Donington Park
too. Atthose times, there wasno physical
problemformeatall.

“But there were other times where my
head was throbbing whenIgot out of the
car.IThadtocutshortthe two-day tyretest
at Snetterton in mid-July because it was
justsobad.Ithoughtit wasjust partof the

| process—partof thehealingthatIhadtogo

-

through-butlookingback, it was clearly a

* legacy of the 2017 shunt,” says Collard.

Hebattled on and wasrunningin 12thin
the standings by the time the competition
reachedits half way point at Croftin June,
but there was another severeimpact at
Snetterton’srace weekend in late July
which would havelasting effectsfor the
remainder of the campaign..

“Infact,Ihad ashunt away fromthe start
line when there was some bunchingup and
Isideswiped the pitwallinrace one. Nota
lot of people saw that,” herecalls. “ThenI
hitthe wall-nothard-atRichesinracetwo.
Afterthat, the doctors checked me again,
andIfailed the concussion test quite badly.”

Thatled to Ricky steppinginto thecar,
but Collard Srisnowraringto goagain
However, thereis something whichis
making hisreturn all the more difficult:
the success of hissons. Ricky,aBMW
Juniordriver, is pursuingoptionsin
international GTracing and single-seaters
for 2019, while the younger son, Jordan,
finished third in the Mini Challenge aftera
decorated campaign. Jordanis planningto
eitherremainin the Mini series orlooking
atamoveinto the British GT competition.

“My mainpriorityistosorttheboysout,”
says Collard Sr. “There are all kKinds of
optionsout thereforthem, butthingsare
upintheair.Iwanttoreturn,and I would
lovetobebackinthe BTCCbutthatisnot
highuponthelistrightnow.

“Afew people have been tellingmeitis
timetogive up, butIamnotsosure.Ifeel
thatif Icould getinacar, Istillhave the
ability todothejob,” adds Collard. “Idid a
track session at Silverstone for BMWina
2-series cup car and I was quickly back in the
groove. lamnotfinished yet and my career
isn’tover.Ican’t waittomakearacereturn.”

Collard saysthathehasspokento WSR
andothersaboutremainingin the British
Touring Car Championship, butthatis
clearly notthefocus.

Hehaseven had hiseyes on the British
GT Championship himself too. While 2019
becomes clearer for both Collard and his
two sons, thereis somethingelseonthe
agendafurther downtheroad. “Iwouldlove
toshareacar withtheboysoneday,” says
Collard. “Maybe somewhere like the Spa 24
hours, Daytona oreven Le Mans. That would
really be adream come true.I have gotto

| keepracinguntilIcandothat, haven’t1?” l
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BTCCCV

Rob Collard
Age:50

From: Eversley, Hampshire

2018: Part season with WSR
inaBMW 125iM Sport. One
win, 19thinthe points

2017: Missed the last two rounds
in WSRBMW 125i M Sport
afteran accident. Finishes fifth
inthe points

2016: Two wins on his way to
fifth in the points in the WSR
BMW 125iM Sport

2015: Takes 10thinthe WSR
BMW 125iM Sport with three
race wins

2014: One wininthe eBay
Motors-backed BMW 125iM
Sport and takes sixth in the points
2013: First season with the WSR
BMW 125iM Sport. Finishes
13thin the points with one podium
2012: Avictory at Brands

Hatch and back-to-back wins

at Knockhill on his way to fifth
inthe standingsinthe WSR
BMW 320si

2011:Eighthinthe pointsin the
WSRBMW 320si

2010: Rejoins WSRtorace its
BMW 320si and finishes eighth
in the table with seven podiums
2009: Two triumphs inthe
Motorbase Performance-run
BMW 320si on his way to sixth
inthe points

2008: Takes a Motorbase BMW
320sito 12thinthe points
2007:Lastthreeroundsina

GR Asia-run SEAT Leon, scores
asingle point

2006: Ninth in the standings
inthe Team RACMG ZS with
one podium finish

2005: Takes first overall victory at
Knockhilland another at Brands
Hatch on his way to seventhin
the pointsinan MG ZS

2004: Finishes 12th overallin
the family-tended Vauxhall

Astra Coupe

2003: Independents Cup victory
in his Vauxhall Astra Coupe with
five class wins. Finishes 10th
overallinthe standings

Scotland in 2012: Glory

Victory with Motorbase

SEATLeon backin 2007

Top Independentin’03
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Burt (57) led races for much of the weekend but came away with no win

NES THROUGH?
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DRAMA IN THE NIGHT AS
BRITCAR ENDS ON A HIGH

Simon Rudd and Tom Barley guided
their Ginetta G55toaone-lapwinin the
two-hour ‘Into the Night’ Britcarfinale
atthe Brands Hatch Indy circuitlast
Sunday, beating the SEAT Coupa of
Ashley Woodman and Martin Byford.
Rudd and Barley took charge after
Sprint competitorsfinished their
involvement, with slightly less than
half of the Enduro completed. Sam
Randon, sharing a Toyota Avensis with
aspiringtouring car driver Michael
Crees, suffered the embarrassment of
beaching the car on his way to the grid.
After startingfrom the pits he madeit

into thelead before making way for Crees.

Theformer British Touring Carlacked
arapidrefuelling system and dropped
well back, but during hisrecovery Crees
had adrive-through penalty for a pitstop
offence and stopped againtohavea
draggingfront splitter attended to.

A third placefinish rewarded the Team

Hard crew, who had a 0300hrs session
toreplace abroken gearbox.

Mattle Breton had the distinction
of finishing both fourth and fifth,
sharingthedrivingdutiesinan
Audi RS3TCR aMcLaren GT4.

In Saturday’s 50-minuteracethe
lead changed with alaptogoasthetop
threefinished within four seconds.
Winners were David Briseand Alan
Purbrick, giving their Saker RAPX
itsbestresult when Purbrick passed
the David Mason and Ross Wylie
Ferrari458onthefinal tour.

A Ginetta G55, started by Lucky
Khera and finished by Declan Jones,
lapped faster than both in third
placebutfell just short of victory.

Mason and Wylie gained from a
cautionperiod tobeat the Sakerin
the sprint half of Sunday’srace,
even though Masonlost much of his
advantage with two gravel trap visits.
Khera and Jones were third again.

The Ginetta G50 of Sarah Moore and
Matt Greenwood secured the Britcar
Endurance Championship, and Sprint
title winners were Jon Watt and
Kristian Prosser in their BMW M3.

The aptly named Wayne Rockett
shotintothelead of thefirst Hyundai
Couperace, hangingonunder

TERSERIES

Crash didn’t halt Hedley’s
charge to wins on Sunday

Tin Tops
Race 1: Alfie Brooker
(Vauxhall Astra VXR)

Race 2: Kamran Tunio

Ginetta Junior Winter
Series

Race 1: Ruben Del Sarte
Race 2&3: James Hedley

(Honda Civic)
Britcar
Enduro: Simon Rudd/ Intermarque
Tom Barley (Ginetta G55) Race 1: Chris Brockhurst
Sprint race 1: (Vauxhall Tigra)

Race 2: Steve Burrows
(Peugeot 206cc)

Mini Miglia/Mini Se7en
Race 1, 2&3: Rupert Deeth

Modified Saloons
Race 1&2: Rod Birley
(Ford Escort WRC)

David Brise/Alan Purbrick
(Saker RAPX)

Sprint race 2:

Ross Wylie/ David Mason
(Ferrari 458)

Hyundai Coupe Cup
Race 1: Wayne Rockett
Race 2: Steve Kite

Wylie/Mason (7) lost win
on last lap in race one

pressurefrom Steve Kite, whomade
amistakeon thefirstlap. Rockett’s
getaway wasmore of adampsquib
inracetwo. Although hetook the
lead when Kite missed a gear, Kite
eventually flew back in front.

Nobody else was in the hunt for
victory, but exciting battles were
fought downthe order.

The South Eastern Tin Tops
championship was decided in Ford
Fiestadriver Rikki Taylor’s favour

Two wins at Brands Hatch were
enough to give James Hedley the
2018 Ginetta Junior Winter Series
title, but thoughts of such success
were a long way from his mind

last Saturday evening.

Aheavy crashinthe eventually
cancelled second race put the Elite
Motorsportdriver on the back foot as
redflags and bigaccidents were the
themefor much of the weekend, with
seven stoppages occurringacross the
two qualifying sessions and fourraces.

Havingfinished fifth in the Ginetta
Junior standings this season and
competingin his third winter series,
Ruben Del Sarte was the favourite on
paper, butit was Douglas Motorsport
drivers Gus Burton and Lorcan Hanafin
who wereinitially the ones to beat after
locking out the front-row forrace one.

Intypical Ginetta Juniorfashion,
theracing wasfrenetic and the safety
car was called after only threelaps to
recover two stricken cars on the entry
to Clearways.

Ontherestart,leader Burtonfounda
wet patch on adamp-but-dryingtrack
inthe middle of Clark Curve and skated
through the gravel before Del Sarte
lunged up the inside of Tom Emson at
Paddock Hill tomove from third to first
in the space of afew hundred metres.

While Burton rejoined from his
excursion, team-mate Hanafin wasn’t
solucky the followinglap and, when he
wasjoined in the Clark Curve gravel by
Theo Edgerton a tourlater, the officials
stopped therace with Del Sarte winning
from Emson and Harry Dyson.

“Atthesafety car [restart]I was third
and I knew there was going to be abattle
forfirstand I'mlucky that [thefront two
running wide] happened so early onas
onadamptrackit’s quitedifficult to
overtake someone,” said Del Sarte.

Hedley had managed to gain third but
was demoted to fourth courtesy of alap
countback and all hopesforatiltatthe
title seemed gone when he lost control
headinginto Paddock Hill on the second
lapinracetwo, colliding with the outside
wall before rebounding and being
clipped by team-mate Casper Stevenson.

Therace wasrestarted and Burton

when main pointsrival Alfie Brooker
had his Vauxhall Astra blowup at
thebeginning of race two.

Brooker had kept histitle chances
alive by winningrace one overall
with Taylor top of his class. Kamran
Tunio’s Honda Civic took race twoin
near darkness after delays caused by
Ginetta Junior mayhem, but only
after contact with Dave Charlton’s
SEAT Leon which broke a driveshaft
onthe Spanish car.

again made the best startfrom pole
but, cominginto Graham Hill Bend
onlap two, he spun on dropped fluid.
Facingthe wrong way and on the
racingline he was collected head-on
by Elite Motorsport’s Joel Pearson.

Withlightfadingand alengthy
clear-upneeded the secondrace was
declared null and void.

“The worst day [for us] I have ever seen
in five years we have been competing,”
was how Elite Motorsport team boss
EddieIvesdescribedit,as hismechanics
worked until the early hours of Sunday
morningfixing three badly damaged cars.

ButHedleyrepaid their hard work
with polefor both remainingraces
andarealistic chance at thetitle.

Ontheopeninglapinracethree,
Dyson went heavily into the tyre
barrier after being pushed wide at
Druidsand, asasubsequent safety
car was deployed on the start/finish
straight, Pearson and Ben O’Hare
collided bringing another stoppage.

Attherestartfront-row starter
Burton again beat Hedley off the line
and drove defensively throughout
butonthedragtothe chequeredflag,
Hedley managedtoreachtheline
first by just0.133s havingrehearsed
themanoeuvre the previouslap.

Del Sarte climbed to third, once
again hampered by a poor qualifying
which left him sixth for both of
Sunday’sraces, but he stillled the
standings by four points from
Hedley headingintothefinalrace.

Any slim chance for Burton to win
the title disappeared just before the
lights went outashe jumped the start
from thefront-row.

Informed by his team of Burton’s
10-second penalty, Hedley followed for
awhileand when he had a sufficient
gaptothe bunch behind helunged
uptheinside into Druidsfivelaps from
hometo clinch the win and the title.

“I'wantedtowinitonthetrackto
show thatIcouldtoit,” claimed Hedley.

Del Sarte was promoted to second and
claimed the series runner-up spot, two
points behind Hedley, with Elite’s Emson
third overall as Total Control Racing’s
Daniel Gale claimed the Rookie title.

Steve Burrows (Peugeot 206cc)
scored hisfirst Intermarque win of
the year on Sunday after a series of
podium finishes, butit wasn’t enough
tobeat Lewis Smith (Vauxhall Tigra)
tothe championship. Smith finished
second to Chris Brockhurst (Tigra)in
race one with Burrows third. Taking
acautious approach to avoid trouble
fromninth onapart-reversed grid,
Smithreached thirdinracetwo.

Brian Phillips
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hen Dan
Ticktum
topped Macau
Grand Prix
qualifying with
anew all-time
record for the Guia circuit on
Friday afternoon, it was arguably
the greatest performance todate
of the Red Bull Junior’s career.

When Ticktum repassed Callum
Ilottand sped toa stray-dog-avoiding
victoryin Saturday’s qualification
race ahead of Motopark team-mate
Joel Eriksson, his Friday qualifying
anticshadfaded toarguably his
second-best performance.

And when he exhibited an absolute
masterclass on Sunday to claim Macau
GP glory for the second successive year
from the breathless Eriksson, that
Friday form became his third-best day.

Ticktum was utterly supremelast
weekend. Whereasin 2017 he won the
race afterleadingjust the final few-
hundred yards, hereally didn’thavea
challenger this time around. Eriksson
was gifted an opportunity when Enaam ! -
Ahmed suffered his third shunt of the
weekend, thistime at Moorish, and the ’E i 7{“ sz
safety car set upafour-lap dashtotheflag. > s mﬂ

ButTicktum’s brilliantrestartand -..‘j “ n"a‘%#-
searing pace through Fishermen’sand o 2 o LaX
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\Red Bull{Junior:stuns with Macau win:By/Marcus S

mmons

R Bends meant his slipstream was only
sufficient to pull Eriksson alongside =
under brakingdown to Lisboa. Then :
Ticktum completely broke Eriksson’s
challenge with astonishing speed
through the mountain sector, and the
Swede-returningto F3 this weekend
after hisrookie seasoninthe DTM with
BMW —never gotinto his tow again.
Theresult was tempered by relief
thatahorrifyingcrashearlyinthe
raceat Lisboahadnot produced any

gy

I Ticktum was
untouchable

Macau, November 17/18,2018
151laps-57.042 miles

Tarquini survives crash drama to take WTCR

life-threateninginjuries. P |DRIVER |TEAM TIME Inthefirst year of World Touring
Theracehadrestarted onlap four 1 |DanTicktum (GBR) |Motopark Academy Dallara-Volkswagen F318|1h46m22.108s Cars’new WTCR era, it was two of
following an early safety car, but 2 |Joel Eriksson (SWE) Motopark Academy Dallara-Volkswagen F315|+1.208s the all-time greats of tin-topracing
somehow the yellow signallinglights 3 |SachaFenestraz(FRA) Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen F317 +2.505s thatduked it outfor theinaugural
were still on along the straight between 4 |Jake Hughes (GBR) |Hitech GP Dallara-Mercedes F316 +3.521s titlein Macau.
the Mandarin kink and Lisboa. 5 |Mick Schumacher (GER) |SJM Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F318 |+4.542s Sevendrivers headed tothe season
That prompted Eriksson to duck 6 |Ralf Aron (EST)SJM |Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F317 | +6.406s finale with amathematical chance
outof what seemed a clear pass on 7 |Callumlliott(GBR)  |Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen F317 +8.340s of claiming the World Touring Car
Sacha Fenestrazfor second place, 8 |Marcus Armstrong (NZL) |SJM Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F317 |+9.597s Cup, butrealistically it boiled down
and caused 15th-placed Jehan 9 |Robert Shwartzman (RUS) |SJM Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F314 |+11.840s toastraighthead-to-head between
Daruvalatobrake earlierfor Lisboa. 10| Ferdinand Habsburg (AUT)|Motopark Academy Dallara-Volkswagen F316 +12.793s Gabriele Tarquiniand Yvan Muller.

11 Guan Yu Zhou (PRC) SJM Theodore Racing by Prema Dallara-Mercedes F315 +13.461s; 12 Jehan Daruvala (IND) Carlin Dallara-
Volkswagen F312 +13.985s; 13 Ritomo Miyata (JPN) TOM'S Dallara-Toyota F317 +16.934s; 14 Yuhi Sekiguchi (JPN) B-MAX Racing
Team Dallara-Violkswagen F314 +18.697s; 15 Frederik Vesti (DEN) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes F316 +19.773s; 16 Toshiki
Oyu (JPN) Toda Racing Dallara-Toda F316 +23.348s; 17 Yoshiaki Katayama (JPN) Carlin Dallara-Volkswagen F312 +32.873s; 18 Sena
Sakaguchi (JPN) Toda Racing Dallara-Toda F316 +35.245s; 19 Juri Vips (EST) Motopark Academy Dallara-Volkswagen F315 +46.952s;
20 Dragon (JPN) B-MAX Racing Team Dallara-Volkswagen F312 +1m48.963s; R Enaam Ahmed (GBR) Hitech GP Dallara-Mercedes
F315 8 laps; R Sho Tsuboi (JPN) TOM'S Dallara-Toyota F317 3 laps; R Sophia Florsch (GER) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes
F316 3 laps; R Ukyo Sasahara (JPN) ThreeBond Racing Dallara-Tomei F318 1 lap; R Marino Sato (JPN) Motopark Academy Dallara-
Volkswagen F314 0 laps; R Alex Palou (ESP) B-MAX Racing Team Dallara-Volkswagen F312 0 laps; R Charles Leong (MAC) Hitech GP

Tarquini, with a 39-point
advantage and 871eft on the table
headinginto the weekend, should
have sealed things comfortably —
but this was Macau. A seventh-place
berth on the grid for the openingrace
was solid —Muller was four places up

Sophia Florsch was tucked right
intothe Indian’s slipstream, and was
unableto avoid Daruvala, riding over
hisright-rear wheel.

That tore theleft-side suspension
onher car, and she spun backwards,
outof control towards Lisboa, having

talian won world title aged 56

Rob Huff, a nine-time winnerin
Macau, scored both qualifying
pole positions yet failed to win any

justflashed through the speedtrap
at171mph.

The German’s Van Amersfoort
Racing car smashedinto the side of
TOM’S-run Japanese F3 champion
Sho Tsuboi, who was turning through
Lisboa, and waslaunched intothe
air over hisrollhoop.

It cleared the crash barrier, clipped
thetopof adebrisfence, anditsflight
was halted by the photographers’
bunker, beforeit crashed down again.

Florsch, Tsuboi, two photographers
and amarshal were taken to hospital,
whereitemerged that former Ginetta
Junior starlet Florsch-whowas
consciousthroughout the ordeal-had
sustained a spinal fracture. Tsuboi
had nothing worse than lumbar pain.

Newsfiltered through to the drivers
and teamsin the pitlane that Florsch
wasmovinginthecar, tothe great
relief of everybody, and therace
resumed after alengthy delay to
repair the fence.

Eriksson took this opportunity to
squirm down theinside of Renault F1
Junior Fenestraz’s Carlinmachine on
thebrakesfor Lisboa and set off after
Ticktum, but even the subsequent
safety car could not prevent the Brit
fromtakingabrilliant win.

The victory was as supreme aslast
year’s triumph was a shock, coming

Qualification race (10 laps - 38.028 miles)

104.808mph.

Dallara-Mercedes F317 O laps; R Keyvan Andres (GER) Van Amersfoort Racing Dallara-Mercedes F317 0 laps.
Winner’s average speed 32.176mph. Fastest lap Ticktum 2m10.246s, 105.109mph.

1 Ticktum 23m41.034s; 2 Eriksson +1.563s; 3 llott +3.165s; 4 Fenestraz +3.948s; 5 Hughes +11.098s; 6 Schumacher +11.878s; 7
Vips +12.518s; 8 Armstrong +13.713s; 9 Aron +14.199s; 10 Shwartzman +16.535s; 11 Sato +18.374s; 12 Palou +19.602s; 13
Habsburg +20.235s; 14 Sekiguchi +21.445s; 15 Ahmed +22.161s; 16 Tsuboi +24.244s; 17 Daruvala +24.763s; 18 Leong +27.513s; 19
Florsch +29.159s; 20 Andres +30.851s; 21 Oyu +32.442s; 22 Sasahara +33.995s; 23 Dragon +1m58.193s; 24 Zhou -1 lap; R Vesti 6
laps; R Miyata 6 laps; R Katayama 2 laps; R Sakaguchi 0 laps. Winner’s average speed 96.338mph. Fastest lap Ticktum 2m10.620s,

asitdid followinglast-corner shunts
for Sergio Sette Camara and Ferdinand
Habsburgas they fought for the lead.

“Thebest way to describe it would
betosay ‘less surprising but more
enjoyable’,” said Ticktum.

“Idon’t want to sound overly
cocky, butit’sbeen a pretty perfect
weekend onmy partand theteam’s
part.I’mecstatic.

“The whole weekend I justfocused
oneverylittlejobIhadtodo,and
ticked everybox.”

Fenestrazfinished hisrookie F3
season with an excellent third place,
while GP3regular Jake Hughesputina
fine performance on hisreturntothe
category to take fourth for Hitech GP.

Ilott, whohasbeen Hughes’s ART
GP3team-matethisseason, faded
afterleadingthe openinglap of the
qualificationraceinhis Carlin car.

Hefelthelacked straight-line speed
on his way tothird placein Saturday’s
race, during which Eriksson scuffed

the barrier on the approach to Lisboa
ashepassedIlott.

Ilottthenlost outinthemad dash
ontheruntoLisboaatthestart of
Sunday’s main event, droppingto
fifth. After thered flaghe was double-
drafted down to seventh, and took
theflageighth, only to be promoted to
seventh when Juri Vips was penalised
40secondsfor overtaking Marcus
Armstrongundertheredflag.

After Guan YuZhou’slast-lap crash
out of fifth placein the qualification
race, PremaPowerteam’s fortunes
rested with the team’s F3 European
champion Mick Schumacher, who

finished fifth from team-mate Ralf Aron.

Schumacher topped both practice
sessions, but could only qualify
ninth after sustaininga puncture
by clipping the wall at Moorish. And
hedidn’texactly enamour himself
tohisteam-mates by delayingthem
and scuppering their own late bids
as he struggled back to the pits.

theroad-but second qualifying was
less successful. A biff with the
barriersat Lisboaon hisfinal Q1 run
ended hissession, resigning him to
14th for the final tworaces. Muller
would start from fifth then sixth.
TheItalian was stillinadecent
position afterrace one—Muller
finished second, two places ahead,
toreduce his arrears by six points—
but then left the door openfor his
rival headinginto the finale when
he was aninnocent victimin alap-
onecrash inracetwo, which felt
inevitable given his midfield start.
That put Tarquini’s BRC teamin
araceagainst timetorepair his
Hyundaiforthefinalrace—one
they won —but he still faced a sweat.
Eventually, though, 10th place,
plus Muller finishing fourth,
was enough tohand the veterana
second world title at the age of 56.

of the weekend’s threeraces.

Despite prodigious paceinthe
mountain section, Huff forfeited
thelead off both his pole position
startsand, without sufficient grunt
in his Volkswagen Golf GTIon the
longrun off thefinal corner down
toLisboa, had to settle for a third
andasecond. Theraces were
instead won by Jean-Karl Vernay,
Frederic Vervisch and Honda
racer Esteban Guerrieri.
@ Oliver Jarvisdid notenjoy a
successful return toMacau. Making
hisfirst start since winning the
Grand Prixin 2007, Jarvisfinished
12th of the 14 finishersin a depleted
FIA GT World Cupfield in his KCMG-
run Nissan GT-R NISMO. Therace
was won by BMW driver Augusto
Farfusin Charly Lamm’sfinal
raceas Schnitzer team boss.

Jack Cozens

| Eriksson survived a
brush with the wall
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Jamie Anderson has made a winning swap from rallying to truck racing this year. By Jack Benyon
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tisvery easy todislike
those people who are
good ateverything.
Jamie Andersonis
one of those, atleast
whenitcomesto
anything with a wheel.

Havingspent over 10 yearsrallying,
starting in the humble Peugeot 205
Challenge, he gradually worked
up towinning BTRDA eventsina
MitsubishiLancer WRC05, winning
the Woodpecker Rally in 2015and
the Severn Valley in 2016 to cap
hisachievements.

Not content with hisrallying, it was
timefor achange for Anderson, and
for 2018 he switched full-time to truck
racingin Britain and Europe, taking
twowinsand 12 podiumsin the
British Truck Racing Championship.

It wasamorenatural transition
than probably appears obvious, with
Anderson running an eponymous
commercials business, offering
MOTs, servicing and diagnostics
ontrucksinthedayjob.

“AsakidIusedtogoand watch
truckracing, and the guysthat
work here always said ‘weneed to
haveagoattruckracing, stopthe
rallying’, because our businessis
framed around commercials,”
Anderson explains.

“Idid BRC [British Rally
Championship,in2016-’17]andit
didn’t quitefeel right, there wasa
lot of time away from work and I
wasn’'treally getting the enjoyment
outof itthatIshould havebeen.”

- N
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In recent years Anderson has been a rally frontrunner in a Lancer

A company called Diagraph is
commonplacein truck racingand
works with Anderson’s business
regularly. Itsbosses were keen to get
Anderson outandracingandinvited
him to test Dave Jenkins’s truck in
ademoat Rockingham. Despite
Jenkinsalsodoingrallies, the pair
hadnever crossed paths.

Anderson did the Pembrey round
of the championship and scored
apodium on his debut weekend,
havingnever seen the track before.

Indeed, Andersonhadn’tbeen
involved in motorsport until the
mid-2000s and had never driven
onacircuit before.

Despite beingatamassive
disadvantage, not knowingthe
tracks, it’'sbeen a brilliantly
successful year.

“I'dnevertouched atrackinmy
life. Talk to me about Kielder Forest
andit’sfine, butnot somewherelike
Pembrey or Brands Hatch,” he says.
“I'vejustrocked up every week, got
my push-bike outand cycled the
tracks. That’sit. Nothing prior to
that totry and get my head around
them.IcycleiteverydayIamthere
justto get myself familiarised.

“I'vehad to drop beingflamboyant!
You can getaway with it on gravel
but youhavetobealotmoreneat
andtidyin circuitracing.

“Theonethinglhave struggled
withisreference points becausein
rallying you wouldn’t normally
use areference point for brakingor
turningthecarin,it’sdoneon

) .

Jamie Anderson (centre)
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Truck awards for rookie racer

natural feeling. Even now at the
end of the year,I'm still tryingto get
my head around reference points.
That’s been the biggest difference,
how strict youhavetobe.

“Inrallyingthere’salot of balls
involved, on the circuit your driving
stylehastochange dramatically
tobemoreprecise.”

Winsat Doningtonin July and
Brandsin November-wherehealso
scored fastestlap—were particular
highlightsin afantastic debut year.

While he has confirmed thathe
wantstoreturntorallying, being
aloneinthe cockpit and tracking
hispreyona circuithasexcited
the Leicesterdriver.

“The experience of winningisthe
same, but the thing I have enjoyed
istheon-track action,” headds.
“Beingabletotrade paint with
people, having a target.

“I'have struggled with qualifying,

If you elbow your way through the
crowds atan FTA European Truck
Racing Championshipround, you
realise justhow much thereis going
on. The ETRCfield undoubtedly
takes centre stage.

ETRA (the series promoter)hasa
calendar based around established

=
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Now Anderson is
winning in trucks

because of thereference points.
Whenlgetinaracelseemtocome
uptrumps, makealotof manoeuvres
and do things people have never seen.

“Withrallyingyou’resosetand
determined tolisten to the pacenotes,
with therace you’ve got your bit
between your teeth and youhave a
target. With rallying you're set
againsttheclock.Inracing, you
havelive target practice.”

Aswell ascompetingin Britain,
Anderson-not content with the
massive changeto circuitracing -
decided doingthe European
Championship (seesidebar) was a
goodideaaswell.

“It’slike going from the
Woodpecker compared to Ypres,”
says Anderson, comparing asmaller
clubmaneventtoabiginternational
rallylike Ypresin Belgium.

“It’sphenomenal. We werein
Germany atthe Nurburgringand

racingtrackstheretoo.Itis where the
podiums are conducted, rather than

onthecircuit’s structure, meaning

fans get tomingle with drivers.
Television coverage comesin

the form of 24-minute highlight

programmes after the event, in

English, French and German, while

3 r_v-_' 5

Andersonwaslosing enjoymentinrallyin

gduring 2017 BRC yes

there was 120,000 spectators. It's the
second largest attended motorsport
in Europe after F1. In Europeit'sgot
avery high standing, the competition
isalothigher. The quality and
competitionisalotcleaner.

“It can be adamage-festivalin the
UK. Youhavetotakeeach onein your
stride, adapttoitandlearnfromit.”

Andthathehasdone.

If thedebut yearisanything
togoby—thirdin the British
championship-thennext year
holds much fruit.

The calendarislikely toinvolve
afew one-off British eventsand a
“full attack” inthe European
championship, with development
work being done on hisMAN truck
over the winter.

However, he promises he will
never turn hisback onrallying.
Anderson will have abusy
calendarnextyear.

The European Truck Racing Championship is packing in some huge crowids

series. But where ETRA hasbeen
savvyisinthe Grammer Cup, backed
by the German car and truck interior
specialists, for the non-pro Chrome-
graded drivers and an incentive for
driversthat don’t want to commit to
the cost of registeringfor a whole
season and whorock up asrace-by-

events with ahuge customer base, like
the German Truck GPthathasbeen
goingfor30years. Autograph sessions
areafeature of the weekend in thefan
village, rather thanin theteams’
awnings. All thedrivers arein arow,
peninhand asthestars of the show.
Thefan villageis the focal point of
the paddock, with the autograph
sessions, interviews and slot truck

major manufacturer presence
(especially in Germany)adds tothe
scale of the event. Add in concerts,
show truck parades and a go-stop
competition, thereisnoescaping
juggernautjollity.

The diesel dicers get fourraces,
two each day, whilein France and
Germany, thelocal racers getachance
tohitthetrack toointheir domestic

race entrants. Wherever possible,

ETRA is welcomingrigs to the grid.
Grids, and exposure, are growing all

thetime. The ETRCisbooming.

David Addison

Brands weekend yielded a second win and a race fastest 1p

European trucks are popﬁlar




28 NOVEMBER 21 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

REVIEW: BTRDA RALLY SERIES

ACHIEVETHEIM

OINTS
l Silver Star series

P | DRIVER | CAR PTS
1 | Georgelepley |FordFiestaR2 138
2 | AndyDavison | TalbotSunbeam | 126
3 | AllanMcDowall | Ford EscortMk2 | 125
4 | Bob Vardy Ford Fiesta R2 125
5 | Ernie Graham FordEscortMk2 118
6 | Chris Powell Talbot Sunbeam | 109

= =
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Lepley/Woodburn
won R2 Trophy too

ROBAE

LEPLEY AND WOODBURN,

SILVER STAR

The wait for a front-wheel-drive Silver Star winner is over. By .Iack Benyon

Photos: Chicane Media, chasingthecars.com

BTRDA CHAMPIONSHIP AND CLASSWINNERS

Gold Star: Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod (Ford Fiesta R5)

Silver Star: George Lepley/Tom Woodburn (Fiesta R2)

Production Cup: Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (Mitsubishi Lancer E9)
Historic Cup: Ernie Graham/Robin Kellard (Ford Escort Mk2)

Overall 1400: Dave Brick/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Nova)
Overall Rally First driver: Matthew Baddeley (Toyota Corolla)
Overall Rally First co-driver: Liam Johnson (SEAT Arosa)
Rally First juniors award: L Johnson/Sam Johnson (Arosa)
R2 Rallye Cup: Lepley/Woodburn

ST Trophy: James Giddings/Sion Cunniff (Fiesta ST)
Overall Junior driver: Lepley

Overall Junior co-driver: L Johnson

Seniors: lan Joel/Graeme Wood (Ford Escort RS Cosworth)

B14: Edwards/Garrod
B13:Joel/\Wood

B12: Allan McDowall/Gavin Heseltine (Escort Mk2)
B11: Andy Davison/Tom Murphy (Talbot Sunbeam)

B10: Lepley/Woodburn

NR4: Thompson/Murphy

N3: Giddings/Cunniff

H4: Tom Coughtrie (Mitsubishi Gallant VR4)

H3: Graham/Kellard

Giddings: ST win

H1/2: Barry Jordan/Paul Wakely (Fiat 131 Abarth, Hillman Avenger)
1400C driver: Perry Gardener (Nova)
1400C co-driver: Jane Wright (Ford KA)
1400S: D Brick/T Brick (Nova)

Rally First 2.0 driver: Baddeley

Rally First 2.0 co-driver: Calvin Houldsworth (Corolla) and Alex Booth (MG ZR)
Rally First 1.6: Emma Morrison/Jon Quintrell (Volkswagen Lupo GTI)

Rally First 1.4: LJohnson /S Johnson

he yearis 2007.
That’sthelast
time a front-
wheel-drive car
won the Silver
Star category,
Graham
Middleton steering a Hyundai
CoupeKit Cartothetitle. Now
the duck has been broken by
the brilliant George Lepley, in
a1600 Ford FiestaR2no less.

It was adominant year for Lepley,
winning the R2 Rallye Trophy in
itsinaugural year, topping the class
onevery single round he entered.
But, despite the fact that the Silver
Starisusually taken by a two-litre
Ford Escort Mk2, it was also the
target from the start of the season.

“Iremember saying at the start
of theyear ‘IreckonIcangofor
top threein the Silver Star, if not
go for the win’,” explains Lepley.

“Some peoplelooked at me funny.
ButIbelievedIcoulddoit. I knew
it would be amega achievement
aswe’reinthefirstR2,it’sa 1600
and abitoutdated now.”

The 21-year-old, studying
Chemical Engineering at the
University of Nottingham, could
truly commit to this season
havinghad apartyearin2017.

The biggest challenge was
adaptingto aleft-hand-drive car,
but thanks to the family business

it wasn’t too much of a problem.

Since before George was born,
his father Jason has bought and
sold rally cars, many of them with
great history and driven by Colin
and Jimmy McRae, Ari Vatanen,
Russell Brookes and Henri
Toivonen, toname but a few.

“Hoppingin and out of different
cars gives you special awareness —
I’ve done Goodwood and shows —
you do get used to adapting quickly
tolots of different cars,” he says.

“Seeingthe cars come out of the
shed and driving them down the
road now and again, even if I have
topersuade dad. It’s surreal when
you’'ve watched videos of the cars
on YouTube and then you get
todrive them, wondering what
must have been going through
the guysheads driving them
onanevent.”

Lepley got quicker and quicker
astheyear went on, taking two
sevenths with a third sandwiched
between in the Silver Star on the
Cambrian, Severn Valley and
Plainsrallies to start the year.

A class win in Carlisle, a second
onthe Nicky Gristand a win on the
Woodpecker meant he’d wrapped
up the Silver Star and the R2 Rallye
Cupwith around to spare, and
finished ahead of thelikes of Luke
Francisin his Ford Fiesta RS WRC,
having done the same number of

events, in seventh overall.

Lepley’s co-driver, Tom
Woodburn, added the Silver Star
and R2Rallye Cupinthe BTRDA
tothe Prestone Motorsport News
Junior British Rally Championship
co-driver award, in a fulfilling
year for his trophy cabinet.

Andy Davison and Tom Murphy
were his closestrivalsinaTalbot
Sunbeam, but their bid was hurt by
car trouble on the Nicky Grist and
with alow score on the Trackrod
Rally. Persistent struggles to get
the most out of the car scuppered
the pair’stitle push, but by the end
of the year they looked much more
like themselves and will be strong
contenders next year if they return.

Allan McDowall took the title
in 2011, and scored third in this
year’s Silver Star standings as
the top Ford Escort, with Gavin
Heseltine on the notes. Carlisle
and Woodpecker retirements
hithisbid hard.

Max Utting didn’t finish outside
of the podium placesin the three
eventshedid, and would have been
alikely challenger for the titlein
his modified Ford Fiesta ST had he
completed the year. Rob Dennis
(Escort Mk2) and Ieuan Rowlands
(Hillman Avenger) also took class
wins, but thelatter did one round
and the formerretired from the
Nicky Grist and the Woodpecker. B

EDWARDS TAKES GOLD STAR WIN IN DREAM YEAR

The ping-pong battle
for Production Cup
titles swayed backin
Russ Thompson/Andy
Murphy’s favour, the
2016 champions taking
asecond triumph.
Naylor, the 2015 and
2017 champion, finished
higher up in the overall
championship in third,
but Thompson's four
class winsto Taylor's
three was the decider.
Barry Jordan’s second
place on the Cambrian
proved to be the deciding
factorin the Historic
Cup, with Ernie Graham
taking the title. Graham
and co-driver Robin
Kellard scored five wins
to Jordan’s three, but
Jordan did take the
H1/H2 categoryin his
Hillman Avenger, which
arguably shouldn't have

Brickwon 1400 title Baddeley in RF2.0

challenged Graham’s
mighty Escort anyway.
Jordan did bring out his
Fiat 131 Abarth forone
round, and was fifth in
the H3 category on
the Plains.

The difference of
two points allowed the
flamboyant Dave Brick
and co-driver Toby
Brick to take the 1400
Championship, and
the class 1400S win with
it. Brick's better score in
Carlisle by four points
over second place man
Chris Powell and Jim
Lewis’s Talbot Sunbeam
helped to establish
Brick's title. It was the
Ludlow driver's first winin
the series, the reliability of
his Vauxhall Nova usually
costing him ground but it
was meanttobein2018.

It was a Rallyme Toyota

e

S

Group N:Thompson

Corolla dogfight on the
Trackrod to decide the
outcome of the Rally
First series, with
Matthew Baddeley
emerging ahead with
victory asteam-mate
Guy Butler crashed out.
It was the Rallyme team’s
send off as John Goff
closes the team down
having competed since
the 1980s.

Aknackered gearbox
ruled Ewan Tindall/
Paul Hudson out of an
impressive year of battling
forthe ST Trophy. It was
hisfirst yearrallying in the
forests having graduated
from the Junior 1000
Championship. James
Giddings/Sion Cunniff
ended the year withawin
in Tindall's absence,
their third maximum
score of the season.

GOLD STAR

POINTS

Gold Star series

Matt Edwards/Darren Garrod
took victories on all but two of
the sixrounds they started in
the BTRDA this year, but the

ICAR
Ford Fiesta RS

P | DRIVER
Matt Edwards

two thirds, on the Severn Valley
and Plains. But after Carlisle
Motorsport News understands
he was banned from competing,

Ian Lawrence taking third. Despite
missing out on the Production Cup . ™ 1
to Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy, :
finishing in higher positions on

Stephen Petch |Ford FiestaRS WRC
Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

Patrick Naylor

championship fizzled out after
Paul Bird’s departure from the
series after the Carlisle Stages.
Ford FiestaR5 driver Edwards
took a wheel off on the opening
round, the Cambrian Rally,
despite dominating. Then he had
two instances of power steering
failure on the Carlisle Stages,
meaning a second was miraculous.
Bird’s title bid appeared
validated by winning in Carlisle
having taken maximum points on
the Cambrian, combined with

relating to an anti-doping matter,
which he has appealed.

That left Edwards in the driving
seat. He won the next two events to
put the title to bed one round early.

Stephen Petch, the reigning
champion, struggled to live with
Edwards’ speed despite the added
pace of his Ford Fiesta RS WRC.

He had been leading in Carlisle but
visited a ditch, and that signalled
the end of his realistic title hopes.

Three unlikely drivers rounded
out the top five, with Pat Naylor/

certain events gave Mitsubishi
Lancer E9 driver Naylor third
in the overall championship.

Ian Joel and Graeme Wood’s
trusty and still rapid Ford Escort
RS Cosworth beat Thompson to
finish fourth.

Luke Francis was strongin his
first season in a Fiesta RS WRC.
Butretirements on the Cambrian
and Carlisle stunted progress,
and he did not contest the last
round. Second in the standings
would have been achievable.

lan Joel

Ford Escort RS Cosworth

Russ Thompson

Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q

Paul Bird

Ford Focus WRC08

After W1nn1ng all but two events he entered Edwards/ Garrod ranwild
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NATIONAL HOT ROD RACER

SHANE
BLAND

“The racing has
been absolutely
intense”

Photos: Hal Ridge, Colin Casserley
-‘.--I.'r-"-___n_ i = e [ — =

- e

‘HORTON TARGETS SUCCESS ON
BRITISHRALLYCROSS COMEBACK
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Subaru man will
aim for final starts

By HalRidge

Rallycross Supercar
racer Simon Horton is
planning a full-time
return to the British
Rallycross Championship
next season, driving an
updated version of his
Subaru Impreza Supercar.
Hortonhasn’traced
regularly since he competed
inthe BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championshipin

2017,largely dueto clashing
work commitments, butis
working on the development
of hisself-built Supercar
ahead of 2019.
“I'mdefinitelyracingina
full British campaign next
year with the Impreza,” said
Horton. “There’squitealot
goingoninthebackground
and themain goal will betotry
and consistently bein the
Supercar final throughout the
season, and aim towards the

podium positions.”
Horton’smostrecent season
of selected British RX events
wasin 2016 when he contested
fiverounds andfinished 11th
overallinthe standings.
“Havingnotracedinthe
British championshipforafew
years, I'mlookingforwardto
having some closeracesagain
and alsotackling Silverstone
forthefirsttime,” said Horton,
whofinished on the podium
in British RX’s visit to Dutch

circuit Valkenswaard in 2014 on
hisway tofifthin the
championship. “Hopefully
therewill bealotof carson

the gridin 2019-Iabsolutely
relish that prospect,” he said.

“Itcan onlylead to closer
racing, more competition
and abetter spectacle for
the spectators.”

Nextseason willmark 15
years since Horton’srallycross
debut, when he campaigned a
Stock Hatch class Peugeot 205.

Prostwill make ice racereturn

Prost plots a return to Andros Trophy in an electric machine

Experienced single-seater and
enduranceracer Niclas Prost
will competefull-timeinthe
Andros Trophyiceracingseries
this winter in afour-wheel-drive,
four-wheel-steerelectric car.
Prostdebuted the new top-
flight electric car, called the
Andros Sport01, last winter
and will join Aurelien Panisand
Franck Lagorce by racingthe

machines in the mixed-power
Elite Pro category this winter.
“Iam very happy toreturn
tothe Trophee Androsforafull
season,” said Prost, who was
thefirst champion of the sport’s
single-make electric category
in 2010. Last winter, he alsoraced
forthe DA Racingsquad.
“Ihavekeptintouch with
theicethesepasttwoseasons

by doing several one-off races.
Between the Enedis Trophee
Androselectric [class] and the
Formula E, I have always been
agreat enthusiast of driving
in electric motorsport.
“Icannot wait tofind out
our performance against the

thermal [internal combustion]

carsandtobeapartinthis
new historical challenge.”

ROUND-UP

John Fackand passenger Andy
Gowen's run of domination in sporting
trials continued on Sunday at the
Loughborough event with their fifth
trial overall win in the last six events of
the autumn, dropping justa single
point on the last round of sections.
Josh Veale proved his closest
challenger dropping just three points,
with Peter Fenson completing the
podiumin dry conditions. Northern
club champion-elect Bryan Walker
ventured to the Midlands to finishin
fourth, tying with Jerome Fack who
suffered froma poor first round.
Outgoing British champion Roland
Uglow returned for the first time since
the spring to finish in sixth. Roger
Bricknell won the expert live-axle class,
in ninth, while Bob Packham made a
costly error on the last round to drop
to 10th but was best intermediate live-
axle from Arthur Carroll. Martin
Grimwood won the intermediate
independent- classin 14th. Darren
Underwood won the Rookie class.

Duncan Stephens
Loughborough Sporting Trial
Organiser: MSA/BTRDA Loughborough Car Club
Where: Grantham When: November 18 Starters: 28.
1 John Fack (MSR) 1 point; 2 Josh Veale (Sherpa) 3
points; 3 Peter Fenson (Hamilton); 4 Bryan Walker (Jedi);

5 Jerome Fack (MSR); 6 Roland Uglow (Crossle); 7 Boyd
Webster (Crossle); 8 Julian Fack (Crossle); 9 Roger
Bricknell (Facksimile); 10 Bob Packham (Kincraft).

Howard swaps F1
for... BriSCA F1 win

BriSCA F1: Birmingham
By Colin Casserley

Organiser: BriSCA BMB Where: Birmingham Wheels
When: November 17 Starters: 71.

Formost of the year, Ben Howard
spends histimeat the various
grand prix circuits around the
world workingin the Williams F1
garage asamechanic. He often
spends any spare timeracing

his BriSCA F2.

When Finn Sargent suffered
anarminjury duringthe week
leadingup totheevent, he offered
Howard the chancetodrive his
car atthe Galameeting. Howard
jumped at the chance andit
proved tobefruitful ashe took
hismaidenfinal victory.

Although Howard led from
flag-to-flag, it wasnot an easy
victory as thefield was bunched
up several times by yellow flags.

However, oneachrestart, he
maintained hisadvantage on his
pursuers and held off alate-race
chargefrom Joe Nickolls.

Howard said: “Ican’t believeit.

| Winningthefinal and bringing

Howard was
untroubled

the Dave Leonard Memorial
Trophy back to Rochdale-both
mine and Leonard’s home town
—~meansalottomeandisso
special words can’t describeit. I
gotabitexcited and emotional on
thelastlap and got the car abit
sideways but managed to collect
itupbefore crossingtheline.”
Second placed Nickolls, who
isinhisfirstseason of racing,
said: “Iknow I'shouldn’tbe
disappointed with second, but
Iam.Ineeded afewmorelaps
andIthinkIwould have caught
Howard. There were alot of
lapped carsbetween usonthe

owned car homein third place.
“Murray worked onthecarall
night and it was getting better
ineachrace.Iltwasonrailsin
thefinal.IwishIcould have

moreseattimeand thenIwould

really be onthe pace.Ijust
lovedrivingthesecars.”
EarlierinthenightLee
Fairhurst won his second
consecutive Under 25s
championship. “Dave Leonard
wasaclosefamily friend and as
thisisthelasttimeIam eligible
fortheracelreally wanted
towinit,” hesaid.
Result

hatayear/l’ve
had, | must say
it's been the

most challenging,
enjoyable and
successful year
I’ve had in National Hot Rods. | started
the year coming of the back of a three-
meeting ban and several missed
rounds due them being snowed off.

The first major championship was then
quickly upon us and | was a bit rusty. When
| arrived at the European Championship at
Lochgelly in Scotland, the pace was there.
Assingle practice session was all that was
required for me to recognise | had a good
carunderneath me.

By Turn 1 the job was done: the polesitter
went wide by half a carand | was in. The car had
the pace to pull away and it was an easy win.

The next major was the World Championship
in July. The previous mentioned ban and
cancelled events conspired against me which
resulted in not enough points gained to qualify.
That was an unpleasant weekend at home.

In the National Championship in August,
qualifying races were brilliant and put me
second on the grid. The race was less
than exciting and a result of third place felt
like failure. On reflection, it wasn't, there
were 50 cars entered so to finish third was
no mean feat.

The final major of the year was the Biritish
Championship in Northern Ireland. | qualified
outside pole but managed to go round the
outside of polesitter Adam Hylands on lap
one. | was confident of the win and managed
the race perfectly until the last lap: my
concentration lapsed for a split second as we
arrived behind backmarkers, that split second
was enough for Hylands to charge down the
inside. Hylands went on to win while | went
rallycrossing across the infield. ...

That's normally the end of the significant races
but there was one more event. The inaugural
Angie Rowe Memorial was hastily planned to tie
in with the last event of 2018, Bonfire Night at
Hednesford. This is always a great event as the
atmosphere is electric, a big crowd is always
guaranteed and racing under the floodlights
speeds everything up. Angie Rowe was a
legend of National Hot Rod racing, her
dedication to the sport was immense,
she would always be working away in the
background to make events as well run
and organised as they could be.

The racing was intense, the level of focus
from all drivers was absolute. Racing three
abreast became constant, overtaking
relentless. Jason Kew was the man of the night
and won the finalin style, I finished third.

I have never enjoyed my racing as much as
this year, winning my first major was a big
weight of my shoulders. | am absolutely
convinced that the future of National Hot
Rods and oval racing willbe agood one.

s

restarts. That hurt my chances.’
Anthony Whorton-Eales
brought his Murray Harrison-

1 Ben Howard; 2 Joe Nickolls; 3 Ant Whorton-Eales; 4
Ashley England; 5 Jess Smith; 6 Gordon Moodie; 7 Mick
Brassey; 8 Frankie Wainman Junior Jr; 9 Kelvin Hassell;
10 Dean Mayes.

"5- AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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A herculean effort shouldn’t be ignored

Sebastien Ogier’s march to a sixth WRC crown wasn’t easy, but his team helped

The battle for this season’s World Rally Championship hung in the balance through the various twists and turns of Rally Australia last
weekend, which made it an absorbing event.

Sebastien Ogier’s title was taken, in the end, with a lame fifth position as both Thierry Neuville and Ott Tanak crashed out of the event. But that should take
nothing away from the job that the Frenchman did over the course of the 13 rounds. He showed the class that has made him the most decorated man in the full-
time WRC service park.

The efforts and expertise that Malcolm Wilson's M-Sport squad has put into this triumph can't be downplayed. The Cumbrian firm has taken risks, and has
raided its own piggybank to make sure that it can continue to take on the weight of the works teams without its own factory funding. It really is a David versus
Goliath story which should warm the heart.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters
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]ohn Henderson S memory of the TCR UK Champ1onsh1p s visit to Knockhill this year Dean Ch11vers enjoyed watchmg Sebastien Loeb on Rally- Spa1n recently
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TV GUIDE

icktum won 2017 Macau GPin thrillig last-corner drama

LIVE F1

B FP1:Friday, 0845-1050hrs

B FP2: Friday, 1245-1455hrs

B FP3: Saturday, 0945-1115hrs
Ml Qualifying: Saturday,

- HFP3:Saturday, 0955-1125hrs

: M Qualifying: Saturday,
1155-1445hrs

: MRace: Sunday, 1200-1635hrs

Abu Dhabi Grand © 1200-1430hrs §
Prix : MRace:Sunday, 1130-1610hrs :
Sky Sports F1 HD : Channel4 HD :
M Drivers’ press conference: - MFP1:Friday, 0855-1035hrs :
Thursday, 1100-1130hrs - EFP2:Friday, 1255-1500hrs :

R R
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Tune infor the world-famous
Formula3racefromthe streets
of Macau as Brit Dan Ticktum
attempted torepeat his triumph
from 2017 (Thursday, 1700-
1805hrs, Eurosport2).

But 2018 F'3 champion Mick
Schumacher and a host of
other drivers would be doing
everything they could to win
the Macau GP themselves.

Alsoracingonthestreets of
Macau was the WTCR series,
(Thursday, 2100-2200hrs,
Eurosport2). Gabriele Tarquini
had a comfortableleadin the
standings but would he be able

tohold off the advances of
Yvan Muller for theinaugural
WTCR crown?

Thelatestround of the World
Endurance Championship’s
2018/19 superseason took place
in Chinafor the 6 Hours of
Shanghai (Friday, 1430-1530hrs,
BT Sport3),as Fernando
Alonso attempts tomove one
stepcloser to securing his
maiden sportscar title.

Andfinally, relive the best
bits of the2018 Michelin Le
Mans Cup with a season
review on Monday
(2230-2300hrs, BT Sport 3).

T

Russe]l is favounte to take Formula 2 titlein Abu Dhab1 this weekend

Formula 2:Yas Marina : GP3:Yas Marina

M Race 1: Saturday, 1430-1530hrs,

Sky Sports F1

: M Race 2:Sunday, 0930-1030hrs,

Sky Sports F1
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: M Race 1: Saturday, 0825-0915hrs,
: Sky Sports F1
: MRace 2: Sunday, 0805-0850hrs,
: Sky Sports F1

Caterhams at Rockingham

: RACING

: SATURDAY

: HRockingham, Northants
: Super Send Off Meeting:

¢ Saloons, Sports/GT, Single-

: Seaters, One-Hour Race,

: Caterhams, Starts racing from

: 1100hrs (qualifying from 0845hrs)
: Admission £16 Web rockingham.
: co.ukContact 0870 1660438

: RALLY

| : SATURDAY

: HBlyton Park,

: Lincolnshire

: Plastics 4 Performance Hall

: Trophy Rally

: Starts 0930hrs Admission TBC
: Web clitheroedmc.co.uk

: SUNDAY
: BTracMon, Anglesey

: Pentraeth Automotive Group
Glyn Memorial Stages

: Starts 1130hrs Admission TBC
: Web camconline.co.uk

: Listings correct at time of press but
: please check before travelling
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Telephone: 0203 4058 109 Email: mnads@motorsport.com
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: : — - advertisements and do not accept liability for
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

www.kaylan.co.uk
a LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM Roce ExPaouust=
MOTORSPORT __-"""_- " LOTUS 900-SERIES

VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

2
\ The Winnin EJ Follow Us f Like Us
: g s twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts tacebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
Call or buy online! —

formula in high STEEVS“:O“T-?UK 01753532222 | Simpson Exhausts
performance plastic...

Vehicle [
P \ W| r| n cqr_nprehegsn/te :cange of_
. wiring products for repair,
[Allowheelrepa'rs'com] modification or complete

+ Repairs to aluminium and magnesium P rOd u CtS rewire to your vehicle

wheels and castings.

- Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette ]

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

+ 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET, Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

AR www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
01904 703 863} Tel: 0115 9305454|emaiI:eales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

AutoClassics launches

digital UK storage locator

for classic and

S — p——

premmm vehc\es

DURATEG
ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre :‘
» 200-340 BHP 3
?

ZETEC
ENGINE

» 1.6, 1.8 & 2.0 Litre
» 188-275 BHP

bR .....‘,.

= zeta:
OOMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England
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24 HOURS 2019

THE DAYTONA 24 HOURS 2019 WILL ONCE AGAIN BE HELD OVER

THE MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND (4TH/5TH MAY 2019)

AT DAYTONA MILTON KEYNES, THE UK’S PREMIER KART RACING VENUE.
DON'’T MISS THE EVENT OF THE YEAR, WHICH SEES 45 TEAMS RACING
NON-STOP OVER 24 HOURS IN RACE-PREPARED DMAX AND SODI RT8 KARTS.

DMAX CLASS SODI CLASS

DMAX 125cc Rotax Evo Two-Stroke Karts Sodi RT8 390cc Four Stroke Karts
Minimum Weight equivalent to 85Kgs per driver No Minimum Driver Weight Limit
Team Entry costs £2450 inc VAT Team Entry costs £1800 inc VAT

THE DAYTONA 24 HOURS 2019 WILL BE HELD AT DAYTONA
MILTON KEYNES OVER 4TH AND 5TH MAY 2019

Just 45 spaces on the grid

£300 deposit secures your entry. Next payment due by end of January.
Final payment due by end of March

Complimentary trackside pitches for first 32 teams L = [ L

ROTAX [ ISWS

BOOK NOW TO GET THE BEST PITLANE PITCH, CALL MARK

WIMBLETT NOW ON +44 (0)33 033 27870 TO BOOK YOUR TEAM DAYTOM
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IBrojessionaliMotorspontiParts¥Spares
Tel: 01227 792 792 Fax: 01227 794 888

UNIT 4, ST. AUGUSTINE’S BUSINESS PARK, ESTUARY WAY, SWALECLIFFE, KENT CT5 2QJ

Bl K23 www.rallydesign.co.uk Tl By

See RALLY DESIGN on STANDS 3752 & 3754 : 2

Come und

+AUTOSPORT

IiMTEE WA TiD AL

THE RACING |

Atlas plate style diff, historic spec. with “Boreham” mods,
18 tooth side gears

NEC BIRMINGHAM 10-13 JANUARY 2019
ATLAS AXLE PARTS, BLACKLINE |

£495.80 £594.96

GRRallyIEquipment:

v
M B.’i’a’gﬁ{ 2019

CAR SHOW Mk1 Mexico front wing, LH or RH each £265.22 £318.27
Cﬂw Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, std, each £72.10 £86.52
Mk2 front wing, LH or RH, RS2000  each L175.00 £210.00

Full fisting of all Mk1 and Mk2 body panels on our website

SPARES X-Plow sy "‘T’ﬂ
Spare side gears, 18 tooth each £32.50 £39.00 £179.60 £215-
Mo!nr;ﬁrf plate kit £83.90 E100.68
Wa fe each £16.30 £19.56 RA :
Aﬁ:ﬁr CWE 3.4, 3.7, 4.6, 5.1 £229.50 £275.40 ESCORT B KING PARTS X-Flow ally radiator
£179.60 £215.52
Atlas axle casing, thick Wilwood brakes kit, 265x10, Powerlite caliper £299.51 £359.41 RS2000 (Pinto) ally radiator
tube, double pinned & breather £198.60 £238.32 Wilwood brakes kit, 247x20, Midilite caliper E468.49 £562.19 £179.60 £215.52
Pig’s head only £165.00 £198.00 Wilwood brakes kit, 285x21, Midilite caliper £571.40 £685.68 13/235 oil cooler
Balance bar pedal box, cable clutch E189.50 £227.40 50.10 £60.12
Balance bar pedal box, hydraulic clutch £215.00 £258.00
RMD master cylinders from £21.50 £25.80 Lockable fuel filler
Wilwood master cylinders from £29.50 £35.40 cap assembly
sz ms!ubs. R/H & L'H thread pair £49.90 £59.88 Wilwood proportioning valve, knob £42.50 E£51.00 £49.50 £59.40
Ax ing rings, R/H & L/H thread pair £21.90 £26.28 Wilwood proprtioning valve, fever E57.50 £69.00 il ; ; ;
Locking ring adjustment tool £25.50 £30.60  Blackline ‘swaged” stainless brake lines, 3-line D074 D58 e ey Mevico or Ria008
Caliper mount brackets, suit AP pair £29.50 £35.40 Classic Ford wheels 6x13 £69.00 £82.80 £62.94 E74.81
7x13 E76.00 £91.20
8x13 E87.50 £165.00
axis £99.00 £118.80
Fully floating hub assembly without shafts pair E218.60 £262.32 frows
Fully floating axle kit, inc.(2) F/F Hub assemblies Classic Ford -E'-; 80
plus (2) '4340° halfshafts, 18 tooth £69.00 -
{choice of length) £228.60 £394.38
Hange to suit F/F hub kit £49.50 £59.40
SPARES
Studs eachs.90 £7.08 : : / gt Y 80
Seal pack pack z£13.90 £76.68 Poly’ bump stops, top axle mounting pair £8.72 £9.75 - £29.00
Bearing, top qualil each £38.90 £46.68 Escort 11/1300 front springs, 145-22albs pair £33.80 £40.56
770mm ‘4340" halfshaft, 18 tooth each £77.50 £93.00 Escort RS front springs, 145-220ibs pair £313.80 £40.56
820mm *‘4340° halfshaft, 18 tooth cach £82.50 £99.00 1.9% & 2.25” coil springs, 20,000 in stock! from £15.90 £19.08 WCP interupter fuel pump E29.00 £34.80
Adjustable spring seat ki £24.50 £29.40 WCP solid state fuel pump £19.00 £22.80
o Blackline halfshafts Group 1 and Group 4 are manufactured from 4340 alloy steel and Helper sprin, or, 2.257-2.25" £10.50 £12.60 WCP injection fuel pump from £32.19 £38.63
ve induction hardened teeth to Rockwell 50 HRC specifications. J =t w ! o,
e ok e vl as 1040 (the material which OEM halfshafts are normally Gaz, front shocks each E6G7.600  £81.12 Bonnet pin kits, stainless £5.00  £6.00
manufactured from). It has a high of ductility to absorb shock loadings of abrupt Gaz, able (3-way) front shocks each E299.50 £359.40 Bonnet pin kits, alloy £7.00 £8.40
mleraim taking mﬁoﬂ'ﬁmﬁﬁiﬂmtﬂa{;dmm w a very high Gaz, adjustable rate rear shocks each ER5.00 EFR.O0 Aerocatch ligh fﬁm £311.00 £37.20
ﬂmﬁf:r ta sustain high torque without fai is halfshaft Quick steering racks RH 2:9 ratio E119.50 £143.40 Avanti map light m £19.50 £23.40
maferial,  1he o dﬁ:ﬂ show the yield and tensile strength, and the yield torque for e RH 2:4 ratio £129.50 E£167.40 Manifold wrap, 27 x 15 metres (50ft), Vermiculite E29.60 £35.52
2 fypica ameter halishaRt. H 2:4 ratio £149.50 £179.40 Roll cage padding, 3ft. B1 fire rating £6.00 E£7.20

266 x 21 ‘Forest’ lype discs pair E159.00 E7190.80
FBL 062 disc bells pair £51.00 E£61.20
Halfshaft flange, not F/F. suit std. axle each £59.50 E77.40

M16 calipers to fit standard discs,
pair £89.00 £106.80

M16 calipers to fit vented discs
ENGLISH AXLE PARTS, H/duty quick steering racks RH 2:4 ratio £174.50 £209.40 (no spacers needed),
BLACKLINE RH 2:2 ratio £204.50 £245.40 ) pair £98.50 £118.20
LH 2:4 ratio £184.50 £225.40 M16 caliper, shouldered bolts, set of 4
English plate style diff (30/90 ramps) LH 2:2 ratio E214.50 £257.40 £70.99 £13.19
Available 18 tooth (mates with semi-floating OEM style steering rack mounts pair ET6.80 £20.16 Group 1 vented discs (247x20,
conversion kit) £395.80 E474.96 Roller bearing top mount - spherical bearing, each £49.50 £59.40 = pair £39.00 £46.80
Available 22 tooth (mates with std, halfshaft) £395.80 £474.96 Roller bearing top mount - rofler bearing, each £49.50 £59.40
Spare plate kit £39.50 E£E47.40 Roller beann plastic dust covers pair £9.50 ET1.40
Spare side gears, 18 or 22 tooth (please state) E32.50 £39.00 Spherical bearing race lype top mounls pair £49.60 £59.52
English CWP 3.54, 3.7, 39,41, 44, 47, 49,51,53 £295.50 £275.40
Spare side bearing, top quality £19.90 £23.88 S
Crush washer . £5.90 £7.08 4.25 ltr FIA plumbed-in fire system,
Cromm wheel bearng £9.90 £11.88 fol msealition kit, FIA homologation EX 037.13
Pinion bearing E14.90 £17.88 Kit £159.80 £191.76

Atlas into English semi-floating hub kit,

inc. (2) *4340" halfshafts, 18 tooth £443.80 £532.56 TCA's ‘Patlern’ siyle ir £36.50 £43.80
English axle weld-on brace ring £39.90 £47.88 TCA's “OEM’ style pair  £63.50 £76.20 Escort Laminated & Heated Screens
Special 186mm axle brace, English axle £99.50 ET19.40 :?IA bush msgrfr;:o? bf‘:rrd i”-*m g?'-&‘?
SPARES win cam anti- 539.50  E71.40 : z 2
- v ; = A ; ’ Escort MkT front laminated screen (incl, rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Semi- ﬁo:ﬂmg {mﬁ assembly (less bearing) cach £144.40 £173.28 - i AN Sian Escort Mk2 front laminated screen (incl. rubber) £69.50 £83.40
Bearing "4340 E48.90 £59.76 World cup X-member ET06.50 E127.80 Mk1 Front laminatod i
Halfshaft, suit semi-floating kit £77.50 £93.00  World cup mounts pair £26.50 £3420  EscotMi T o e e e '"‘E 'h! il RINEARO Soit 45
Flange, not semi-floating, suit std. axfe £59.50 £71.40 RS2000 track rod ends each ET0.50 £12.60 EE'“*"' Mﬁ‘ s afed lamnaled screen (inc. ) £198.60 £238.32
Hange, Group 1 type £59.50 £71.40 Group 4 style all steel U/J coupling £19.80 £23.76 scort e it screen ruba‘:J ubber B "'?"’ £29.90
Brake disc, 265 x 10 cach £34.50 £41.40  4-link kit E119.50 £143.90  ESCUTMKT rvar scresh isber £e3.98 £48.79
Heavy duty 4-link kit £135.00 £22200  Escot e fe';':‘sz‘;; rubler ST Liew
HELICAL LSDs (ATBs), BLACKLINE f,m,,g"’""“m;";’;:' . o £63.00 £78.00  Laser windscreen chip repair kit £13.90 £16.68
' M2 spring shackles car set £23.50 £28.20 14”or 17 rear view mirror £14.90 £17.88
nfffsfl axle, Caterham, 22 spline £124.00 £388.80 OFM Escort RS struts each £96.95 £116.34
tlas axle, 16 spline £354.00 £424.80  Group 4 spec. front RS struts each £128.00 £153.60 Escort Mk2 Rubber Paris
Ford FWD - f?;'gl ;‘sfeﬁ:ﬁff‘-‘“f’ KA, SR ce s Escort RS stub axles pair £130.00 £156.00
Orion, Puma - e RS steering arms pair E69.500 EB3.40 Bonnet bump sto air £6.20 £7.44
Sierra 7', Caterham ) £399.00 £478.80 Heavy duty steering arms, gusseted pair £79.50 £95.40 Bonnet rail Psl‘np, set of 4 g £10.90 £13.08
Focus 5T170, Mini Cooper °§ _ Quiick fit steering arm kit pair £9.60 £11.52 Bonnet bump stop, centre-rear £5.10 £6.12
(6-speed Getrag box) £399.00 £478.80 Ally hubs - standard or Group 4 each £49.50 £59.40 Wiring loom bulkhead grommet £6.90 £8.28
Marda MX5 (94-05) £399.00 £478.80 Stub axle hardware kit £10.90 £13.08 Bonnet release cable grommet £5.20 £6.24
Watts linkage kit £199.50 £239.40 Steering column bulkhead grommet £7.20 £8.64
TRANSMISSION PARTS, BLACKLINE Eger ﬁf Spﬂ'ng'-s, 1461h ratem each £49.50  E59.40 Handbr.;.l; b;:.;{ la.rif dust pair £7.10 £8.52
I strut brace, round fi E44.90 £53.88 5 o cable ead grommel £5.20 £6.24
4-speed bearing fype gearlever £38.50 £46.20 Work styfe 60mm oval tube strut brace £51.50 £61.80 T]}:Emdm‘e pedal ° £5.20 £6.24
5-speed bearing type gearlever £40.50 £48.60 Rear lamp protectors pair E12.90 £15.448 Brake and clutch pedal pads pair £8.00 E9.60
5-speed qwdrsluz conversion kit £13.50 £16.20 Chassis mounted sump guard, wet sump E137.00 ET64.40 Shock absorber top caps pair £13.90 £16.68
M10 afly 'Prn‘&ear £14.90 E£17.88 Kaylan mudflaps, 4mm (500x300) pair £16.50 £719.80 Rear bumper side plugs, sef of 4 £9.90 £11.88
M10 white or black nylon gearknob £12.50 £15.00 kit car sel ETT9.50 £743.40 Oil fine bulkhead grommet E£5.10 £6.12
Propshafi, Type 9 - English or Atlas axle £89.50 £107.40 Ford hub nut socket, 3/4”D, 65mm £13.90 £16.68 Brake servo rod bellows £5.20 £6.24

I  PLEASE NOTE: All prices in Red are EXCLUSIVE OF VAT N a— ——
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Email: Info@btccblueprints.co.uk
Facebook: BTCCBIlueprints Brec

Twitter: @BTCCBIueprints L LU/EPRINTS

Web: www.btccblueprints.co.uk Covering 60 years of the BTCC

= Turkington

BTCC Blueprints would like to congratulate Colin Turkington on winning
his third BTCC Drivers’ Championship!

BTCC Blueprints provide high quality renders of various vehicles, specialising
in the BTCC. These can be used in multiple forms including Posters, Stickers,
Phone cases and more, aswell as being used in BICC event programmes at
selected fracks. Should you want your car rendered we can do that foo!

Contact us foday!

Posters « Stickers « Mugs « Phone Cases « T-Shirts « Keyrings and morel!

<) CAGED LASER ENGIMEERING

Automotive Engineering & Fabrication Specialists
Bes | Roll Cages

FABRICATION FABRICATION

RACE CAR PIT
PREP EQUIPMENT

P r‘-‘-‘_\.\_\-\_
Y |
- =
; v
o / ’a w
[ g ]

& POWDER COATING MACHINING

Unit 12 v i
Ash Farm -

Business Park
Holcombe SHEET METALWORK  CNC FOLDING

Radstock :

+44 (0) 1761 239133
info@cagedlaser.co.uk _ LB e P2 Ch
www.cagedlaser.co.uk
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molorsportl RECRUITMENT

DRIVEN BY
JOBS PASSION

uuu a::mws

Find your dream jOb

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsport

motorsportjobs.com Motorsport jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Sy

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833

For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office

RACE 6
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PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S021 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

T: 07933842719

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS
WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND
Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON
SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE
Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@siltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851
www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

Woodford Trailers Limited ¢ 14 Great Central Way ¢ Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ

Telephone:

01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSEGE~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GP8 Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the bast package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

G{xﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
pB Motorsport

GEARBOXES

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

— phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

&.  MARDIGRAS

i\ R MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, enging
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E:shd com T:+44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

RACEWEAR

e e

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
WWW.JJCRACEANDRALLY.COM

RACEWEAR

s

www.demon-tweeks.com

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists -

o idery
rint
®Quick Turnaround

@ Min Order Only 4
® No Logo Set Up Fees

www.logomeup.co.u

1o

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit groupbmotorspori.com
. — Northampton
) Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

| Part )¢}

Performance and Tuning Parts
Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

=
B

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L ivimey e highe Iite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

T: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

= s b
Frp_
" o
= % - i =
= Y B r ’

Transmissions

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made ——
FiA Fuel Cells. W@@/ﬂ@
Short lead times. e
GGl 25
01527 521050 “*ff’ f...i_._-_.(___@,}

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh
Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

e 3
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




