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·2 languages spoken on the Torres islands Hiw, Tegua, Lo, and Toga

·15 languages spoken on the Banks islands Ureparapara, Vanua Lava, Motalava, Gaua, 

Merelava, and Mota

·number of speakers:

·Lo-Toga: 580, Hiw: 260

·Mwotlap: 2100, Vurës: 2000, Mwerlap: 1100, Lakon: 800, Mota: 750, Nume: 700, VeraΩa: 
500, Dorig: 300, Koro: 250, Löyöp: 240, Lehali: 200, Mwesen: 10, Olrat: 3, Lemerig: 2, 
Volow: 1

The TorBa languages
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PROTO-AUSTRONESIAN (based on Lynch et al. 2011:885)

 Malayo-Polynesian

 Central/Eastern Malayo-Polynesian linkage

 Eastern Malayo-Polynesian family

 Oceanic family

 Central-Eastern Oceanic Grouping

 Southern Oceanic

 northern Vanuatu linkage

 Torres-Banks linkage (originally called Banks-Torres family)

·about 200 possible Proto-Torres-Banks words have been reconstructed (François 2005)

The TorBa languages
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·various definitions exist (Aikhenvald2006; Durie 1997; Foley & Olson 1985; Haspelmath

2016; Senft2008)

·multiverbalconstruction acting as a single predicate with shared TAM/polarity marker

·may describe a single activity, consecutive activities, or a complex activity

·monoclausal, no sign of subordination or coordination

·one prosodic unit, equivalent to mono-verbal utterance

Serial verb constructions

5



·English: go jumpin the lake

·also possible: go and jump in the lake Ą coordination

·not possible: *I went jumped in the lake Ą no shared TAM/polarity marker

·English: sleepwalk (*sleepgo), drink-drive (*eat-drive), stir-fry (*stir-cook)

·non-productive, verb compounds

·Latin: veni, vidi, vici ΨƘŜ ŎŀƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǎŀǿΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘΩ

·also possible: veniet vidiet vici Ą coordination

·juxtaposition of verbs, asyndeticcoordination

Serial verb constructions, no!
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(1) Mota (Codrington 1885:284):

Ni me vivir o toa, gate vivir qalo.

3SGPFV throw INDEF fowl NEG throw hit

ΨHe threw at a fowl, did not hit it.Ω

Serial verb constructions, yes!

·vivirΨǘƘǊƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ qaloΨƘƛǘΩ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ

·polarity marker gatehas scope over the overall construction, not just one verb

·V2 is the result of V1
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(2) Dorig(François n.d.):

Kmur me-vus mam-mat bas nok o vre s-Ǌǁ!

2DU PFT-hit RED~die finish CPLT ART village NUM-two

ΨYou two have already massacredtwo villages!Ω

Serial verb constructions, yes!

·vusΨhitΩ, mamΨdieΩ, and basΨfinishΩ form a single predicate

·share the same TAM markers: me-Χnok

·V2 is the result of V1, V3 modifies V1+V2 (double SVC)
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·asymmetricaland symmetricalSVCs (Aikhenvald1999:472; Sebba1987:40 as ΨfixedΩ 

and ΨfreeΩ elements)

·asymmetrical:

·one verbin an open, unrestricted position / major verb

·one verb in a closed, restricted position / minor verb

·symmetrical:

·both verbs in an open, unrestricted position / verbs have equal status

·orderof verbsis iconicand followstemporal sequenceof events (Aikhenvald2006:22)

Serial verb constructions ïCategories
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(3) VeraΩa (Schnell 2011:91):

Di ne Ωa-Ωag ǉŢƭ Ţƴqoro-ōŢ vavavavan Χ

3SGPRF RED~follow descend ART hole-water on.and.on

ΨThen she followedthe river downhill, on and on.Ω

Ą asymmetrical

(4) Lo-Toga (François 2010:511):

noke na ǾŢƴna vivdë si lΩ ŢƴɎwe ǊǁƻǊΦ

1SG PRF1 go PRF1 pray PRF2 LOChouse holy

ΨI went to prayin the church.Ω

Ą symmetrical

Serial verb constructions ïCategories
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·nuclearlayer and corelayer (Foley & Olson 1985)

·some languages allow both constructions, some languages only one

Serial verb constructions ïCategories
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(5) Vurës (Malau2016:563):

Na ǘŢǾmɎöt o string ineΧ

1SG.AOR cut break (tr.) ART string ANA.DEM

ΨI cut apartthe string.Ω

Ą nuclear layer

(6) Hiw(François 2010:523):

IkΩ on ǎŢrɎ-ie on yoqse, nΩ ŢǇǘƎǁ nëne!

2SGSBJVspear-3SG SBJVmiss ART shame DEM.DIST

ΨIf you try to spear him and you miss, then shame on you!Ω

Ą core layer

Serial verb constructions ïCategories
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·central and northern Vanuatu languages are more likely to be productively serialising

than southern Vanuatu languages (Crowley 2002:207; Thieberger2007)

·well represented in the literature: Paamese(Crowley 1987, 2002), Lewo(Early 1993), 
Namakir(Sperlich1993), Mwotlap (François 2004, 2006), AnejomɃ (Lynch 2004), 
Bislama (Meyerhoff2001), Abma(Schneider 2007)

·hypothesis: northernmost Vanuatu languages productively serialising

·if hypothesis is true: why? inherited, borrowed, or independent phenomenon?

Serial verb constructions in Vanuatu
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·both Hiwand Lo-Toga have productive SVCs

·cause-effect and modifying SVCs as nuclear layer

·sequential as core layer

SVCs by area: Torres
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·both Hiwand Lo-Toga have productive SVCs

·cause-effect and modifying SVCs as nuclear layer

·sequential as core layer

SVCs by area: Torres

(7) Hiw(François 2009a:5):

Ne temët not mat i-seΧ

ART ghost hit.NPL be.dead.NPLOBJ-3NSG

ΨThe ghost killed them two.Ω

·asymmetrical

·V1 transitive (open), V2 intransitive (closed)

·switch-function: O of V1 = S of V2
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·both Hiwand Lo-Toga have productive SVCs

·cause-effect and modifyingSVCs as nuclear layer

·sequential as core layer

SVCs by area: Torres

(8) Lo-Toga (François 2010:511):

Të wΩ ake vese ǾŀƘŢ noke Ţ ne ƛŢ ige.

PROSP 2SGFUT say show 1SG OBL ART name fish

ΨYou will teach[lit. say show] the names of fish.Ω

·asymmetrical

·V1 transitive (open), V2 transitive (closed)

·same-subject: S/A of V1 = S/A of V2
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·both Hiwand Lo-Toga have productive SVCs

·cause-effect and modifying SVCs as nuclear layer

·sequentialas core-layerSVC

SVCs by area: Torres

(9) Lo-Toga (François 2010:508):

noke të ke=ǾŢkΩ=itë ne gehuh [Χ]

1SG PROSP 1SG=go 1SG=seeART coconut.crab

ΨIΩll go and have a lookat the coconut crab.Ω

·symmetrical

·V1 intransitive (open), V2 (in)transitive (open)

·same-subject: S/A of V1 = S/A of V2
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·±ŜǊŀΩŀ, Vurës, Lemerig& Mwesenall have productive SVCs

·all SVCs are on the nuclear layer (Alex François, p.c.)

·cause-effect, positional, directional, aspectual

SVCs by area: Vanua Lava
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·VeraΩa, Vurës, Lemerig& Mwesenall have productive SVCs

·all SVCs are on the nuclear layer(Alex François, p.c.)

·cause-effect, positional, directional, aspectual

SVCs by area: Vanua Lava

(10) VeraΩa (Stefan Schnell, p.c.):

ΩEi, no=s lanɎ ma~maΩ nikeɎ Ωi

INTJ 1SG=SIM hit RED-be.dead2SG DEL

ΨHey, I kill you!Ω

·asymmetrical

·V1 transitive (open), V2 intransitive (closed)

·switch-function: O of V1 = S of V2
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