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This past March, the 
Israeli  Knesset passed 
legislation prohibi ting 
foreign individuals who 
suppor t the BDS 
movement from enter ing 
the countr y. As one might 
expect, leftist and 
pro-Palestinian groups 
went into a fr enzy, 
claiming that Israel?s new  
law  was immoral and 
unjusti f ied. Nothing could 
be fur ther  from the tr uth.

The law , approved by a 46 
to 28 vote, aims to bar  
Israel?s enemies from 
enter ing Israel, but does 
al low  exceptions at the 
discretion of the Israeli  
Minister  of Inter ior. A 
close r ead of the r ul ing 
r eveals that i t applies to 
any BDS activist ?who 

know ingly issues a public 
cal l  for  boycotting Israel 
that, given the content of 
the cal l  and the 

cir cumstances in which i t 

was issued, has a 
r easonable possibi l i ty of 
leading to the imposition 
of a boycott ? i f  the issuer  

was aware of this 
possibi l i ty.? 

Bezalel Smotr ich, a 
co-sponsor  of the bi l l , 

defended i t saying, ?We 
w i l l  now  stop turning the 
other  cheek. Preventing 
BDS suppor ter s who come 

here to hur t us from the 
inside is the ver y least we 
should be doing against 
hater s of Israel.? Israel 
cannot, and most cer tainly 
should not, al low  BDS 
activists - individuals who 
pr ide themselves on 
boycotting Israel and 
maliciously misguiding 
the public on pressing 
issues - to enter  the 
countr y and jeopardize 
national secur i ty. 
Permitting entr y in this 
fashion would, in essence, 
be fuel ing a f i r e l i t by 
r adical antagonists. 

Since i ts founding in 2005, 
the BDS movement has 
made i ts sole mission to 
demonize, disgrace, and 
delegi timize Israel in the 
public?s eye. By promoting 
false nar ratives on the 

Israel  Bans BDS 
By: Srul i  Fruchter

On March 1st, 2017, the 
DRS administr ation 
declared that the club 
schedule would not be in 
place the upcoming 
Thursday. Why did they 
do this? The gym was 
closed. 

Whi le only about thir ty 
kids par ticipate in the 
soccer  club that take place 
in the gym, this change in 
the club schedule affects 
al l  350 students in DRS. 
Sti l l , the school felt that i t 
was val id to r eplace 
ever yone?s one hour  and 
twenty minute Thursday 
lunch per iod w ith the 
much shor ter  for ty one 
minute lunch per iod.

This was not the f i r st time 

this has happened. The 
school seemingly cancels 
the club schedule at ever y 
avai lable oppor tuni ty. 
Now , there may have been 
another  r eason the 
administr ation decided to 
cancel the club schedule 
that Thursday: The HALB 
dinner  was in two days, 
and to have three hundred 
or  so students r unning 
around over  the course of 
an hour  and a half  may 
have resulted in 
destr uction of the many 
decorations. However , 
even given this, the 
encounter  sti l l  brought up 
the biggest disconnect 
between the school and 
the students. The school 
bel ieves the club schedule 

is al l  about clubs. I f  even 
one popular  club is not 
r unning, they cancel the 
whole thing.

The club schedule is 
typical ly cancelled at the 
beginning of the year  for  
two to three weeks (when 
clubs have not yet star ted) 
as well  as sporadical ly 
throughout the year  when 
there is a school event or  
?when the gym is closed?.  
In my opinion, the only 
time the club schedule 
cancellation is val id is 
when there is a 
school-w ide event. 
Cancell ing clubs more 
often threatens the 
productivi ty of the student 
body. This school has an 
extr aordinar i ly heavy 
workload, and a great 
oppor tuni ty to decrease 
that workload - through 

studying - happens ever y 
Thursday. By the time 
Thursday rol ls around, 
most students are 
exhausted and need a 
looser  schedule on the last 
day of the week. 
According to the board in 
the DRS lobby, only 121 
out of DRS?s 346 students 
par ticipate in clubs: just 
over  one thir d. That 
means that at the 
beginning of each 
semester  when clubs are 
not r unning- and the 
schedule is changed 
because of i t- only 34% of 
the students are r eal ly 
affected by the lack of 
clubs whi le 66% benefi t 
from the extended lunch 
w ithout clubs. Yet, when 
clubs are unavai lable, this 
extr a time is str ipped 

Trouble Wi th The Club Schedule
By: Jeremy K of fsk y
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An Israeli  drama may become 
Amer ica's next big TV show. Shtisel 
is an Israeli  drama that fol lows the 
l ives of a Haredi fami ly l iving in 
Geula. The show  was released on 
July 8, 2013 on YES in Israel. The 
show  was praised in Israel, and 
became a huge topic of discussion. 

          Years later , Mar ta Kauffman, 
the creator  of the hi t show  Fr iends, 
learned about the Israeli  show  at the 
r ecommendation of her  daughter. 

She was immediately 
hooked. Mar ta is now  
developing the show  for  
Amer ican television. She 

w i l l  sw itch the show ?s name from 
Shtisel to Emmis. She 
says she w i l l  make 
things easier  to 
understand for  the 
average Amer ican, so 
that they may enjoy 
the show  as well .

         The show  is set 
in Brooklyn, but w i l l  
keep the family dynamics that made 
Shtisel so popular. Although the 

Israeli  ver sion was a drama, Mar ta 
intends for  the Amer ican ver sion to 
have a l ighter  tone.  Mar ta has an 
extensive background in comedy, 
seen in her  work on Fr iends.

         She has sold Emmis 
to Amazon Video. She 
plans to work on the 
show  as a creator  and 
w r i ter. The show  is now  
in production, and is set 
to debut in the near  
future.

Mossad tel ls the stor y of the 
declassi f ied operations of Israel 's 
secret ser vice, arguably the best in 
the wor ld. With precise and 
detai led descr iptions of the 
operations, Mossad engages the 

r eader  from page 
one, descr ibing 
Israel 's 
involvement in the 
undercover  war  
on Ir an and i ts 
nuclear  program. 
From there, the 
book returns to 
the or igins of 

Israel 's secret ser vice and reviews 
i ts tr agic beginnings w ith the 
?Be?er i  Affair ? in 1949. The 
authors inter view  several r amsads 
(heads of Mossad) to take the 
r eader  behind the scenes of Adolf 
Eichmann?s capture and execution 
for  cr imes committed dur ing the 
Holocaust. Mossad has al l  the 
thr i l ls and action of a spy novel, 
yet i t is completely factual. The 
book captures the r eader  ver y 
ear ly and cannot be put dow n 
before completion. With intimate 
detai ls of ever y operation, i t is 
defini tely a book wor th r eading 
whether  you are in Modern Jew ish 
Histor y or  not.

Shtisel  Is Coming To A merica
By: Jacob A ppel

M ossad Book  Rev iew  
By: Ei tan Carrol l

There is cur rently an 
epidemic r aging 
through schools across 
Amer ica l ike w i ldf i r e, 
this epidemic being the 
?f idget spinner.? In 
r ecent months, the 
"f idget spinner " has 
grow n more popular  as 
the days drag on.  
For  the few  that are 
unfamil iar  w i th these 
devices, they'r e simple: 
i t?s a palm-sized, two- 
or  three-pronged 
gadget w ith a cir cular  
bear ing in the middle 
and cir cular  weights 
on each of the prongs. 
The casing is usually 
plastic, sometimes 
metal. To use i t, you 
pinch the cir cular  
bear ing between your  
thumb and foref inger  
and give one of the 
prongs a spin. The 
objective is to maintain 
control of i t and 
balance i t for  as long as 
you can. I t can spin for  
a long time depending 
on how  hard you f l ick, 

throw , or  hi t the blades. 
I t sounds simple, but in 
actuali ty i t 's extr emely 
addicting to the teenage 
mind which is why i t 's 
helped kids w ith ADHD 
and has been able to 
become so popular  so 

quickly. 
The f idget spinner  has 
become so popular  that 
there are kids who 
have bought hundreds 
of them, to r esell  at an 
even higher  pr ice for  
that which they bought 
i t for  from their  fel low  
classmates. People say 
i t was designed for  kids 
who have ADHD, but i t 
seems to only distr act 
those who don?t have 
ADHD. Whi le most 
professionals speculate 

that i t aids those w ith 
ADHD, as i t r eleases al l  
of their  ner vous energy 
and provides them 
something to focus on, 
there hasn't been a 
thorough sur vey to 
suppor t this, as this 
product has only 
gained popular i ty 
r ecently. 
This ingenious 
invention star ted 
making i ts way 
through schools in the 
Tr i -State Area about 3 
months ago. 
Shockingly, i t was 
actually invented 20 
years ago by Cather ine 
Hattenberg. The 
reason for  inventing 
the ?f idget spinner? is 
astonishing. About 20 
years ago, Cather ine 
Hattenberg was in 
Israel, visi ting her  
sister. One day, whi le 
she was walking on the 
str eets of Jerusalem, 
she saw  young 
Palestinian boys 
throw ing rocks at 
pol ice off icer s and 
bystanders al ike. Al l  
Isr ael is. After  seeing 

A merica's New est Trend: Fidget 
Spinners
By: Ei tan K astner
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this, she was determined to invent 
something that could help them 
release their  anger  and hate whi le 
causing no harm to anyone.  
Hettinger  spent weeks tr ying to 
invent something, but to no avai l . 
Eventually  went back home. At 
home she would make l i ttle devices 
out of mater ials she had in her  house 
to keep her  daughter  busy. One day,  

she developed a cur ious l i ttle i tem 
which she named the f idget spinner. 
This device may not be the thing that 
w i l l  br ing ever lasting peace to the 
Middle East, i t is making a di f ference 
and is taking up people?s attention, 
which is after  al l , ever ything she 
bui l t i t for. Whi le some consumers 
believe that the spinners are helping 
them w ith their  ADHD, there is also a 
dow nside to i ts popular i ty. The 
common consumer  of the spinner  is 
the average student, r anging from al l  
grades. The spinners have created a 
pressing issue, as they are fr equently 

used dur ing class and grow n to be a 
distr action; they prevent the user  
from concentrating on the lesson 
taught, they prevent the students 
from focusing on the teacher , and 
they prevent the teacher  from 
teaching the lesson. 

We should al l  sympathize w ith the 
students that waste their  money on 
the spinners, feel even worse for  
their  teachers who have to deal w i th 
this on a day-to-day basis, and, most 
of al l , w ish we were the guy who put 
this thing on the market.

On Thursday May 4th, 
2017, the House of 
Representatives voted to 
r epeal The Affordable Care 
Act, commonly know n as 
Obamacare, and replace i t 
w i th the Amer ican Health 
Care Act. The health care 
bi l l  would el iminate 
Affordable Care Act taxes 
on the wealthy, insurer s 
and others, and get r id of 
the individual mandate 
imposed by the Affordable 
Care Act. The new  act 
al lows insurer s to sel l  a 
w ider  var iety of products 
and to pr ice them in new  
ways, potential ly r aising 
premiums for  older  and 
sicker  Amer icans.  

Regarding the bi l l , 
President Trump said, 
?We?ve developed a bond?  
this has r eal ly brought the 
Republican Par ty together ,? 
and ?as far  as I?m 
concerned, your  premiums 
are going to go dow n.? 
House Speaker  Paul Ryan 
claimed that Republicans 
had no choice but to enact 
and approve Affordable 
Care Act due to the 
necessi ty of national health 

care. However , Ryan 
has r ecently cal led 
the act a ?fai l ing 
law ,? and this bi l l  
?gives people more 

choices and more control 
over  their  care.? Now  let?s 
take a look at the effects of 
this bi l l  for  di f ferent 
groups of individuals. Most 
impor tantly, for  those who 
have pre-existing medical 
conditions the bi l l  has been 
cal led a ?mixed bag.? 

On the posi tive side, 
insurer s are prohibi ted 
from denying coverage to 
those w ith health 

conditions. On the other  
hand, the bi l l  al lows 
insurer s to charge 
signi f icantly higher  
premiums for  near ly a 
year  i f  buyers have a gap 
in coverage. For  health 

insurer s, the bi l l  holds one 
major  benefi t: the 
el imination of a tax on 
health plans. Additionally, 
the bi l l  ceases enfor cement 
of the mandate for  people 
to buy insurance, 
ultimately dr iving up costs 
in the insurance 
marketplaces. Young 
Amer icans gain the most 
from the new  bi l l  because 
they would be able to buy 
less-comprehensive health 
plans w ith lower  
premiums. Amer icans 
thir ty years and younger  
would also benefi t from 
refundable tax credi ts that 

help them afford coverage. 
However , i t?s older  
Amer icans who receive the 
negative r epercussions of 
the bi l l . Amer icans 
between the ages of f i f ty 
and sixty-four  are charged 

by insurance companies at 
a 5-to-1 r atio compared to 
younger  people. 

Concerned w ith the higher  
premiums, a r efundable 
tax credi t is avai lable to 
those who don?t get 
insurance at work. Rep. 
Steve Knight (CA) said ?As a 
husband to a nur se, I?ve 
seen f i r sthand the 
challenges famil ies and 
patients face under  our  
cur rent health law , which 
is why today I voted in 
suppor t of the Amer ican 
Health Care Act.? Knight 
isn?t the only Republican 
who was upset w ith the 
r ules, provisions, and 
enfor cement of the 
Affordable Care Act. Rep. 
John Faso (NY) said 
?acknow ledging the ACA?s 
fai lures, the people?s 
r epresentatives were faced 
w ith a choice: do nothing 
and watch mi l l ions of our  
ci tizens continue to be 
for ced to buy insurance 
they cannot afford, or  
work together  to improve a 
broken system.? Although 
the Amer ican Health Care 
Act has f laws to i t, many 
believe i t is a leap for ward 
to achieving an affordable 
national health care 
system.

Obamacare Repealed!
By: Yoni  A ronov i tz

Am er ica's Newest  Trend: 
Fidget  Spinners
continued from page 4
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away. We should have an 
extended lunch whether  
clubs are set up or  not.

Lastly, keeping the club 
schedule in a state of 
constant f lux creates 
confusion. In one instance 
last year , a teacher  didn?t 
show  up unti l  her  normal 

Thursday class time, not 
know ing the change in 
clubs schedule. The 
amount of times people 
cannot grasp the concept 
of having Wednesday 
times w ith a Thursday 
schedule is incredible. 
Teachers and students 

al ike are often 
dumbfounded when i t 
comes to Thursdays, not 
know ing when class is 
over  and left wonder ing 
which rooms to go to. This 
is not a r esult of di f ferent 
times set in place on 
Thursday but because of 
the inconsistency of the 
day. Sometimes the times 
can be one way and 
sometimes the times can 

be another  way.

Overal l  the cur rent DRS 
Thursday system does not 
work. I t causes confusion, 
fr ustr ation and a lack of 
productivi ty among 
students and teachers. In 
order  to proper ly execute 
the extended lunch per iod, 
i t must be put in place 
100% of the time.

Trouble w it h t he Club Schedule
continued from page 2

Palestinian-Israeli  confl ict, 
the BDS movement 
r emoves al l  shadow  of a 
doubt that i t doesn?t hold 
Israel, and only Israel, to a 
blatant double standard. 
To al lege that the BDS 
movement is about 
occupation, peace, or  
anything other  than 
outr ight anti -Semitism is 
to purposeful ly bl ind 
one?s self  to the r eal i ty. 

Amongst the plethora of 
r idiculous claims put 
for th by BDS is that 
Israel is an apar theid 
state. A cur sor y look at 
the facts prove such a 
claim false: In Israel?s 
Par l iament, the 
thir d-largest par ty in the 
Knesset, is the Joint Arab 
League; Israel?s Supreme 
Cour t has even had an 
Arab Justice; Israel has 
had plenty of diplomatic 
seats f i l led by Arabs. Yet, 
despite the lack of any 
evidence to suppor t their  
claims, the BDS movement 
continues to preach 
falsehoods. Ironical ly 
enough, whi le they spend 
time w rongful ly cr i ticizing 
Israel, the BDS campaign 
ignores tr ue apar theid 

states; they ignore Ir an 
and Saudi Arabia?s human 
r ights violations. Israel is 
the most democratic, 
welcoming nation in the 
Middle East, yet i t is the 
sole subject of BDS?s 
w rath. I  wonder  why?

Unti l  the Palestinians can 
accept and acknow ledge 
Israel as the Jew ish 
homeland, any productive 
discussion of peace w i l l  
never  begin. The 
co-founder  of the BDS 
movement, Omar  
Barghouti , said, 
?Defini tely, most defini tely 
[the Boycott Divestments 
and Sanctions movement] 
oppose a Jew ish state in 
any par t of Palestine. No 
Palestinian, r ational 
Palestinian, not a sel l-out 
Palestinian, w i l l  ever  

accept a Jew ish state in 
Palestine.? These words, 
the words of a f igure 
whose posi tion car r ies 
much weight, prove that 
any hope for  acceptance of 
Israel is far -fetched at 
best. 

Of the many fal lacies that 
are purpor ted as fact by 
the BDS movement, 
perhaps the most 
deceptive is that Israel?s 
?occupation? is the source 
of the Palestinian-Israeli  
confl ict. Whi le i t?s know n 
that BDS suppor ter s 
misconstrue facts and rely 
on misguided information 
to attr act suppor ter s, this 
outr ageous claim lacks 
even the sl ightest sense of 
credibi l i ty. In actuali ty, 
the confl ict began much 
ear l ier  than when Israel 

claimed the ?occupied 
ter r i tor ies? in 1967, as 
ter ror ism against Israel 
had alr eady been present 
for  qui te some time. 
Fur thermore, i f  the 
settlements are tr uly the 
root cause of the 

Palestinian-Israeli  
confl ict, then why has 
the Gaza Str ip f i r ed 
thousands of rockets at 
Israel and i ts civi l ians 
since 2005 when Israel 
r el inquished the 
ter r i tor y? Why would 
Israel?s decision to 
r el inquish the Gaza Str ip 
have lead to fur ther  
violence i f  the 
?occupation? was 
preventing peace?This in 
mind, there should be no 
denunciation r egarding 

Israel?s decision to enact 
BDS legislation. Israel 
cannot afford to al low  
entr y by those who vi l i fy 
the countr y?s enti r e being. 
Israel cannot be obliged to 
welcome those who refuse 
to r ecognize a Jew ish 
homeland. Israel surely 
cannot open i ts doors to 
those who thr ive off  of 
poisoning global opinion. 
To demand such a thing of 
Israel is not only i l logical 
but jeopardizes the 
secur i ty of Israel and i ts 
ci tizens.

Israel Bans BDS
continued from page 2

Page 6

Volume IV, Issue II -- May 20, 2017



DRS Star
Page 7

Volume IV, Issue II -- May 20, 2017



DRS Star

As the end of the year  
approaches, al l  one can 
think about are his 
upcoming exams and 
regents. 2017 w i l l  mark 
the f i r st year  that al l  
Jew ish students must take 
the Common Core Regents 
as the cur rent 11th 
graders got off  the hook 
due to the date of the 
Algebra I Regent last year , 
which fel l  out on Shavuos.  
For  those of us who have 
taken the Common Core 
Regents, we know  that 
these exams are much 
more r igorous than the 
previous standard r egents. 
Overal l , the enti r e state 
has felt the impact w ith 
many more students 

fai l ing the exams. This 
leaves us w ith a 
question: who in the 
wor ld are these exams 
helping?

    In order  to ful ly 
grasp this, we must 
take a step back and 
look at the histor y of 
the Common Core 
Regents. I t began in 
2010 when Governor  
Cuomo discussed the 
need to adopt the 
Common Core 
standards in order  to 
r eceive federal grant 
dol lar s under  President 
Obama. The state began 
incorporating Common 
Core into the cur r iculum 

w ith the Algebra I 
Common Core Regents set 
to star t in June of 2014, 
Geometr y in June of 2015, 
and Algebra II  in June of 

2016.  

    The Algebra I Common 
Core Regent saw  74% of 
test-takers score grades of 

73 or  below.  These grades, 
along w ith al l  the 
Common Core Regents, are 
scaled on a cur ve devised 
to help students pass. The 

next year , 78% scored 
a 73 or  below. The 
Integrated Algebra 
Regents, given before 
2014, had much higher  
scores. Simi lar  scores 
were r ecorded for  the 
Geometr y and Algebra 
II  Common Core 
Regents.

    The Common Core 
Regents have 
negatively affected 
teachers as well . Not 
only do they now  need 
to learn a new  

cur r iculum, but the lower  
test scores of their  

The Problem With Common Core
By: M oshe Carrol l
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In a wor ld where 
ever ything is moving 
towards digi tal, people 
have to make a choice:  
shi f t w i th the times or  
stay w ith a classic. 
Production teams and 
f i lmmakers must 
decide to make f i lms 
using ei ther  f i lm or  
digi tal, weighing the 
advantages and 
disadvantages of both. 
One of the biggest 
advantages of using 
f i lm over  digi tal in 
f i lmmaking is the cost: 
f i lm costs substantial ly 
more. Another  big 
factor  is the type of 
movie being made. 
Sci-f i  movies are tw ice 
as l ikely to use digi tal 
than a war  movie.

There are upsides and 
dow nsides to f i lm and 
digi tal. An upside of using 
f i lm is that i t is considered 
a classic in moviemaking 
(movies were cal led f i lms 
because f i lm was used to 
make i t). Another  upside 
is that medium or  large 

format f i lms can have a 
better  r esolution than 
digi tal cameras. This 

means that the pixel 
quali ty w i l l  be the same, i f  
not better , in f i lm ver sus 
digi tal. A major  dow nside 
to using f i lm is that i t costs 
a lot more than digi tal and 
is much more 
labor -intensive. For  
instance, f i lm has to be 

kept in the dark because i f  
any l ight hi ts the f i lm, the 
f i lm w i l l  be r uined. Fi lm 
can cost mi l l ions for  just 
an hour  of a movie and 
most movies w i l l  last more 
than just an hour. 

Some movie makers 
w i l l  only use f i lm 
because they believe i t 
is the super ior  option. 
For  example, Ben 
Aff leck exclusively 
uses f i lm for  his 
movies. Ben has used 
f i lm for  movies l ike 
Argo, Daredevi l , and 
The Tow n. Another  
movie maker  who 
uses f i lm is Quentin 
Tarantino, who has 
used i t for  his hi t f i lms 
The Hateful Eight and 
Pulp Fiction. Other  big 
movies that were shot 
on f i lm recently 
include: Star  Wars the 
Force Awakens, 

Jurassic Wor ld, Spectre, 
and Mission Impossible: 
Rogue Nation. 

Even though many 
big-budget movies are 
shot in f i lm there are 
many advantages to using 
digi tal. Digi tal 

moviemaking is cheaper , 
easier  to control, and 
easier  to edi t and ref i lm i f  
anything was missed in 
the or iginal shot. With 
digi tal, more can be f i lmed 
for  less money. I f  the 
producers need to add 
anything after  shooting 
(CGI), i t w i l l  work best 
w ith a digi tal camera. I f  
they want to add a scene 
they can  simply r eshoot i t, 
but i f  i t was done w ith 
f i lm they would have to 
pay more money for  more 
f i lm so they can reshoot. 
The draw backs of digi tal 
are minimal. Some say 
they prefer  f i lm because i t 
has a unique look on 
screen that you just can?t 
get from digi tal. With 
digi tal technology 
constantly evolving, crews 
are pressured to 
constantly update their  
equipment, and keep up 
w ith the times. This ends 
up pushing the movie over  
budget as second-tier  
quali ty just won?t do. The 
next time you go to watch 
a movie, take a second to 
wonder  how  they actually 
f i lmed i t.

New  Vs. Classic: What's Better?
By: El i  M andel

students unjustly r ef lect 
poor ly on them. Governor  
Cuomo f ixed this by 
creating a ?safety net? for  
the teachers, which 
r emoved student 
per formance on Common 
Core-al igned tests from 
the teacher  evaluation 
system. Shor tly after  this, 
he was elected to a second 
term, where he then 
vetoed the bi l l .

  

  Parents are also upset 
w ith the Common Core 
testing, but are more 
focused on the elementar y 
school exams. A Sienna 
Poll  found that 49% of 
parents bel ieve that 
Common Core should be 
stopped, whi le 33% 
approve of Common Core.

In Januar y of 2016, 
Governor  Cuomo actually 

admitted that the system 
was f lawed and cal led on 

New  York State?s 
Education Depar tment to 
change the cur r iculum 
and testing, saying the 
decision is ?out of his 
hands.?    Unfor tunately, i t 
seems that the Common 
Core testing w i l l  not be 
r epealed any time soon, 
despite the outr age and 
poor  scores of students. I t 
seems that the under lying 
issue which brought us to 
this point is grants for  the 
government, not 
education for  the kids.

The Problem  Wit h Com m on Core
continued from page 8
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We are about 60% water , 
and our  organs requir e i t 
to function proper ly.  Yet, 
according to the Insti tute 
of Medicine, two-thir ds of 
teenagers dr ink less than 3 
cups of water  a day- far  
less than the 
r ecommended 10 cups a 
day for  teenage boys.  
Teenagers aren?t going to 
dr ink the water  they 
should be dr inking i f  they 
don?t l ike i ts f lavor , as is 
the case in DRS. Although 
access to water  is no 
problem in our  school? 
there are two water  
fountains in each hallway 
? most students don?t dr ink 
the water  simply because 
they don?t l ike i ts taste.

A recent pol l  of DRS 
students confi rms this.  Of 
the 90 students who 
responded to the sur vey, 
66 ? or  73% - said they did 
not l ike the taste of the 

water  from DRS 
water  fountains. 
7 students 
said they 
l iked the 

taste; of the 16 who 
answered ?other?, 6 
were dissatisf ied w ith 
the water , w i th the r est 
neutral about i ts taste. 
Many students 
complained in 
par ticular  about a 
metal l ic tinge to the 
water.

I f  the water  fountains 
in DRS?s hallways 
dispense bad-tasting 
water , they are not 
ser ving their  pr imar y 
function. Whether  to 
quench students? thir st or  
just to keep proper ly 
hydrated dur ing the day, i t 
is unreasonable that 
students must buy a water  
bottle from the vending 
machine i f  they want 
clean, r efr eshing water.

The issue of access to clean 
water  made headlines last 
year  when i t was r evealed 
that the water  in Fl int, 

Michigan, was 
contaminated w ith lead. To 

this day, r esidents of Fl int 
must use bottled water  for  
al l  their  water  needs.  I t is 
unl ikely that DRS water  
contains any lead. The 
?metal l ic? taste students 
complain of probably 
comes from tr ace amounts 
of metals from the pipes, 
such as i ron and zinc. 
For tunately, there are 
f i l ter s out there that can 
improve the taste of water  

by taking out these 
contaminants.

Many people just 
accept the fact that 
water  from school 
water  fountains tastes 
bad, opting to br ing 
water  bottles from 
home. But there is no 
r eason why this must 
be the case. DRS should 
improve the quali ty of 
i ts water  fountains by 
instal l ing f i l ter s. This 
w i l l  be good for  both 
DRS students and their  
bodies.

Rabbi Kaminetsky and 
the DRS administr ation 
have expressed 

openness to improving the 
taste of the water. At the 
time of w r i ting this ar ticle, 
one of the previously 
broken water  fountains 
next to the br idge has been 
f ixed, and the other  one is 
being worked on. 
Hopeful ly the water  
fountains w i l l  soon be 
improved, for  the sake of 
the students and their  
bodies.

DRS Water Fountains 
A re Not Doing Thei r Job
By: Tzv i  Heimow i tz

President Donald Trump?s 
promise to cut the Federal 
budget is becoming a 
r eal i ty. One of the f i r st 
areas in the l ine of f i r e 
is, as per  usual, the ar ts. 
Costing around 300 
mi l l ion dollar s a year , 
many Republicans see 
f i t to r edir ect this 
money towards 
lower ing the national 
defici t instead of spending 
i t towards ci ty or chestr as, 

ar t instal lations, 
l i terar y education, 
etc. On the one 
hand, i t seems l ike 
a clear  choice - any 
chance to cut 

federal debt should be 

taken advantage of. 

However , doing away w ith 
any of the humanities is 

one of the gravest mistakes 
a nation could make. 
There are countless 
organizations throughout 
Amer ica that benefi t 
greatly from the National 
Endow ment for  the Ar ts 

(NEA) and obtain the 
major i ty, i f  not al l , of their  
funds from the 

government. 

I f  these insti tutions lose 
their  funding, then the ar ts 
in the countr y w i l l  take a 
drastic dow nturn. Music 
programs in public schools 

w i l l  shut dow n, 
dance studios 
w i l l  be for ced to 
close, and poetr y 
center s could 
completely 
vanish. 
Restr icting of the 
ar ts has a long 
histor y as a 

catalyst for  increasing 

Is This The End Of  
Federal  A rts Funding?
By: K ev in Lubin

continued on page 11
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We hear  a lot these days 
about how  kids are not the 
same as they used to be. 
Whether  i t be teenagers? 
attachment to new  
technologies or  their  
seemingly lack of r espect 
for  parents and elder s, 
people often seem to 
cr i ticize the kids of this 
generation. However , this 
sentiment towards kids is 
nothing new. The tr end of 
complaining about ?kids 
these days? dates back to 
the beginning of 
civi l ization. Plato in the 
4th centur y B.C.E. inquir ed 
about kids. He asked, 
?What is happening to our  
young people? They 
disrespect their  elder s, 

they disobey 
their  parents. 
They ignore 
the law ? . 
Their  morals 
are decaying. 

What is to become of 
them?? They seemed to 
turn out okay. Later  in the 
1st Centur y, Cicero, a 
Roman congressman, said 
?Times are bad. Chi ldren 
no longer  obey their  
parents.? Seemingly this is 
nothing new. Those kids 
al l  turned out to be f ine. 
David Finkelhor  this term 
for  fear ing for  chi ldren as 
?juvenoia? from a 
combination juveni le and 
paranoia. As George 
Or well put i t, ? Ever y 
generation imagines i tself  
to be more intel l igent than 
the one that went before i t, 
and w iser  than the one 
that comes after  i t.? 
Moreover , adolescents 

these days have many 
things better  than even 35 
years ago. People today 
l ive much longer  and 
prosperous l ives. There 
has been a 30 percent 
decrease in premature 
dr inking, 10% drop in use 
of mar i juana, and 
teen-smoking is below  20% 
for  the f i r st time. The 
percentage of teens 
exercising is up from 
18.9% in 1998 to 29.7% 
today. High school dropout 
r ates dropped from 12.1 
percent in 1990 to 6.5 
percent in 2014. The 
question is: what is the 
r eason for  this constant 
fear  for  younger  kids? 
Well, one reason is 
because we are judging the 
future of our  society based 
on the acts of teenagers. 
Obviously, these teenagers 
w i l l  mature into the wor ld 
leaders we have today who 

are completely di f ferent 
and more r esponsible. 
Secondly, i t makes sense 
from an evolutionar y 
standpoint. The enti r e goal 
of a parent was by 
defini tion to create more 
of the species. I f  the 
parents were successful at 
r eproducing then 
obviously the decisions 
that were made to get to 
that point were good and 
any deviations can result 
in possibly not 
r eproducing. This is 
possibly also the r eason we 
humans are so r eluctant to 
change. Throughout 
histor y when presented 
w ith new  ideas, 
technologies, and 
phi losophies i t was often 
held back simply because 
we did not want to change.

What Is Happening With 
K ids These Days?
By: Yaak ov Grunsfeld

government control and 
people losing their  
fr eedoms. Long before the 
Holocaust, the Nazi Par ty 
in Germany demanded 
mass burnings of books by 
Jew ish authors. In Stal inist 
Russia, music per formed 
in public was heavi ly 
censored and was 
forbidden to invoke any 
ideas against the r egime. 
Though i t is heavi ly 
doubtful that President 
Trump w i l l  lead the 
countr y into anything 
r emotely r esembling a 
total i tar ian state, there is 
something to be said of 
cutting dow n the ar ts. 
El iminating the NEA could 

potential ly be one 
in a long l ine of 
moves that we are 
cur rently unaware 
of, and Amer ica 
can not afford to 
go dow n that 
spir al. Even in 
f inancial terms, i t 
makes l i ttle sense 
that the NEA, of al l  
the endow ments 
granted by the 
government, 
should be cut. 
According to the 
New  York Times, 
the NEA has a 
budget of 300 mi l l ion 
dollar s. Compared to the 
national debt of 20 tr i l l ion 

dollar s, the federal budget 
for  the ar ts is a tiny 
0.0015%. It is preposterous 
and nonsensical that the 

government is consider ing 
el iminating the NEA as a 
way to decrease the federal 
defici t. Thankful ly, there 

are several Senator s who 
are f ighting President 
Trump?s proposed plan. A 
number  of Democrats and 

Republicans are 
banding together  
to save the ar ts, 
though they are 
being met by 
f ier ce 
competi tion from 
the president 
and some 
conser vative 
Senator s. Though 
the issue has yet 
to be r esolved, 
there is what to 
hope for  in 
r egards to 
continuing 

federal endow ment of the 
ar ts, despite the proposed 
plan.

Is This t he end of  Federal Ar t s Funding?
continued from page 10
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Six months after  the 
Samsung Note 7 star ted 
exploding, Samsung hi t 
back w ith the new  
Samsung S8. Although the 
phone won't hi t the 
market in the U.S. unti l  
Apr i l  21, the specs of the 
phone are know n.

The phone has a 5.8 inch 
screen, 4gb of r am, 64gb of 
storage, a 12MP rear  
camera, a 8MP front 
camera, and a 3,000 mAh 
batter y. The phone w i l l  

have a 
f ingerpr int 
scanner  on 
the back, an 
IRIS scanner , 
i t w i l l  be 

water  and dust r esistant, 
i t w i l l  have no physical 
home button, i t w i l l  be 
equipped w ith the new  
Bixby AI assistant, and i t 
w i l l  have a headphone 
jack. The phone w i l l  cost 
$720 in the U.S.

Samsung hopes the Bixby 
assistant w i l l  become the 
new  Amazon Alexa, but 
for  now  i t can only do 
ver y few  things. Lucki ly, 
the phone also comes 

equipped w ith Google 
Assistant.

Fast charging and w ir eless 
charging w i l l  both be 
avai lable on the phone. I t 
is possible to use two pair s 
of w ir eless headphones at 
one time w ith the phone.

Samsung is also r eleasing 

a Samsung S8+. The only 
di f ference between the S8 

and the S8+ is that the 
S8+ has a 6.2 inch 
display and a 4,000 
mAh batter y.

The phone w i l l  be 
charged via USB-C and 
i t comes w ith a pair  of 
$99 w ir ed earbuds in 
the box.

In conclusion, the 
Samsung S8 and S8+ can 
potential ly be the best 
f lagship smar tphones of 
2017, and this is a big 
comeback for  Samsung 
after  the r ecall  of the Note 
7 last year.

Samsung Hi ts Back  With 
New  Phone
By: Daniel  E. Goldstein

(718) 377-0 922 in fo@hocsinc.com
www.hocsinc.com
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To get  not i f i cat i ons about   DRS and 
The DRS Star , 

fol l ow  us on Tw i t ter  and Instagr am : 
@DRSStar

To v iew  our  ar ch ives, sponsor  an i ssue, 
or  contact  the edi tor s, v i si t  our  websi te: 

dr sstar .weebly.com  
or  scan the QR code on the r i ght

9th Grade

June 2: Halacha

June 7: English

June 8: Global Histor y

June 9: Chumash/Navi

June 12: Gemarah

June 13: Algebra Regents

June 14: Living 
Environments Regent

June 15: Language/Electives

10th Grade

June 2: Halacha

June 7: English

June 8: Language/Electives

June 9: Chumash/Navi

June 12: Gemarah

June 15: Global Histor y/ 
Ear th ScienceRegents

June 16: Non-Regents Math/ 
Geometr y/Algebra II  Regents

June 20: Chemistr y Regents

11th Grade

June 2: Halacha/MJH

June 7: Language/Electives

June 8: Eco/Gov

June 9: Chumash/Navi

June 12: Gemarah

June 14: English Regents

June 15: Ear th 
Science/Physics Regents 

June 16: Algebra II  Regents

Upcoming Finals

Memor ial Day on May 29 All Night Learning on May 30 Shavuos Begins on May 31
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