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By Rob Ladbrook

Jenson Button says that
his McLarenteam can
take on the pace-setting
Mercedes F1 squad this
year after a storming start
tothe seasonin Australia.

McLarenfailed totake
apodium finish aftera
disastrous 2013 season,
butrookie sensation Kevin
Magnussen and team-mate
Button claimed second and
third place in Melbourne.

Theresult meansthat
McLarennowleadsthe
constructors’ championship.

Button says the form will
motivatetheteamtotake
onMercedes. Nico Rosberg
(below)dominated therace
for the German firm.

“We canbe very proud of
thejobwedid in Australia,”
said Button. “Mercedes are
the stand-outteam interms
of pace, sotheyhavetobe
ourtarget.”

Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo
finished second on the road,
but was later disqualified due
toafuelflow irregularity.
McLaren’sreturntoform, p2-3
Red Bullto fightexclusion, p8
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British star says his team is ready to

By Rob Ladbrook

Jenson Button believes that
McLaren will be boosted by its
double podiumfinishin last
weekend’s turbulent Australian
Grand Prix, and has predicted
itcan close to gap to the flying
Mercedes team.

A sensational second place on
hisdebutforrookie racer Kevin
Magnussen and Button’s fightback

astark upswing in formforthe
Wokingsquad, which failed toscore
asinglepodium place duringthe
2013 campaign. Both drivers were
bumped upaplace in theresults
after Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo
was disqualified from second place
(seepageeight).

Theresult means that McLaren-
Mercedes tops the Constructors’
Championship forthefirsttime
since China in 2012. Despite the

Magnussen racing home 26 seconds
behind dominantrace winner Nico
Rosberg’s Mercedes.

Button said the team was
encouraged by theresult, but said
there was more pace tocome. “This
isareally goodfeeling, it'sbeena
longtimesince we’veled the
Constructors’ Championship,” said
the 34-year-old. “Ithink we can be
very proud of the job wedid today,
but our nature is to always want
moreand at the moment we seem
capable of fightingeveryteamon
the grid apartfrom one [Mercedes].

terms of pace, sothey havetobeour

thatshould bringus closer tothe
outrightpace.Idon’tthink we
expected this, second and third was
actually beyond our expectations
cominghere. Butthisisasuperb
startand great reward for the hard
work everyonehasputintogetus
back ontrack. We can build on this.”

Reliability matters
McLaren’s biggest strength in
Melbourne turned outtobe the
reliability of its Mercedes-powered
MP4-29 machine.

highest mileage of any outfit,and
wasone of just five teamsto getboth
of itscarstotheflaginanevent
strewn with mechanical problems.
Button admitted that the team
struggled with its car, but pointed
outthat the turnaround showed its
ability torecover. Button qualified a

lapin Q2to yellow flags caused by
KimiRaikkonen'’s crash. McLaren
used its pit stop strategy to vault

under amid-race safety car period.
“Theguysdidagreatjobthis
weekend turning the car around
and with theracestrategy,” added
Button. “The car’sbalance wasn’t

whenIwasbehind people, but in

e

Button was pleased with MP4-29

through thefield to third highlighted

strongfirst outing, McLaren’s MP4-29
wasn’t thefastest car in thefield, with

“Mercedes are the standout team in

target. We have new parts coming for
the car for [the next race in] Malaysia

Theteamlooked strongduring pre-
season testing, completing the fourth

lowly 11th afterlosinghisfinal flying

Button back up the order, pitting first

quiteright in traffic, Thad understeer

clean air we found a good balance. We
came here with acarthat we weren’t
happy with but we turned itaround.

“The strategy was also perfectand
the guys putme intherightplacesat
therighttime. We made an early call
andIdived intothepitsatthelast
second before the safety car boards
came out, which earned me some
places. ThenIdidn’t have to save fuel
inthefinal stintsoIcould pushand
the car felt great. Sadly there wasn’t
enough inthetyresformetocatch
Kevin, whodrove superbly.”

Dream debut
Magnussen’s debut second place
makeshim one of the most successful
Formula Onerookies in history.
The21-year-old from Roskilde,
Denmark, was McLaren’sfirstrookie
since Lewis Hamilton in 2007 and
replicated hisachievement of
finishingthird ontheroad in
Melbourne. ButfollowingRicciardo’s
dismissal, Magnussen’s second place
makes himthefirstrookietofinishas
runner-up intheirmaidenrace
since Jacques Villeneuvefinished
second at the same track for the
Williams-Renault in 1996. Magnussen
also became thefirst Danish driverto
stand onan F1 podium.
“It’'sjustadream,Ican’tfind the
words todescribe how it feels,”
said Magnussen, who had qualified
fourth. “It’snota win, but it definitely
feelslike one considering where the
team has come from. Afterlast year,
the whole team really wanted to come
back this year and we’ve done that.
“We came here with a car we
weren’t overly happy with, but we
made good changes and the car was
better than we have been at any
pointsofar. Wenow need tokeep
improving, it’saboutlearningas
muchaswecanfromthisraceand
carryingitover to Malaysia.Ihave
tokeepmy feet on the ground because
there’sno guarantee we’llbefast at
Sepang. It’sa very different circuit
butthisresult has given usmuch
hopefortheseasonahead.”
Magnussen was alsoquick to
acknowledge thefaith theteam had
shown inhim. “It’sabigrisk bringing
arookie into F1, whatever position
youarein, butforatopteamlike
McLaren it’'sahuge gamble,” he
added. “They listened tomeand
helped make meready to be here.
Thisisthebest day of mylife butI
have tokeep working hardertotry
and aim for even better days.”
McLarenracingdirector Eric
Boullier added: “Kevin’sdrive was
one of thefinest performancesfor
an Fl1rookie inlivingmemory.
Despite his youth and inexperience,
hedrovelike aman who’dnotched
up 100 grands prix already. He was
aggressive but still very mature in
some ways, managing pressure
over the weekend.
“It’sclearthat we havealot of
work todo in order to close the
performance gap between ours and
thefastest car. Malaysia is our next
challenge,and we’ll beready for it.”

Button’s tribute

Button dedicated hisracetothe

memory of hisfather,John Button,

who passed away in January.
Buttonsaid: “It’sbeenatough

weekend, butI’vehad somuch

supportfrom the paddock. Everyone
inthe team has worn pink shirt
badges. He’llhave asmile on his
facelookingdown and knowing
everybody’stalkingabouthim.”

Hamilton’s
hearthreak

Lewis Hamilton is
adamantthathe can
bounceback from
retirement in the
Australian Grand
Prixand gethis world
titleambitions back
ontrack.

Hamilton went into
the weekend asthe
favourite for both the
victory in Australia
and the world
championship after
the strongpre-season
performance of his
Mercedes AMG F1
Team. Hamilton
snatched pole but was
thethird retirement
of theevent after
justtwolaps when his
Mercedes power unit
developed an early
misfire. Team-mate
NicoRosberg wenton
todominate therace.

Hamilton said that
hewasn’tconcerned
by theretirement,
and believes theteam

. willreturntoform

in Malaysia.
“I'mdisappointed
withmyownrace,
especially whenI
think aboutallthe
hard work that’s
goneinbackatthe
factories,” hesaid.
“My startdidn’t feel

. goodatallandThad

alotless power when
pullingaway, so it was
immediately clear
thatsomething was
wrong. We only had
fivecylindersfiring
and whileI wanted
tokeep goingwehad
toplay safeand save
theengine.

“It’stough, butitis
onlyahiccup. We've
achieved ahuge
amountjusttoget
here, beatthe front
and be so competitive.
We will bounce back
and wewilllearn
from this. There’s still
averylong waytogo
intheseason.”

Mercedes head Toto
Wolff added: “Itwas
aday of lightand
shadow forus. Nico
didagreatjobandit’s
clearthatthecarhas
performance. But we
were disappointed to
lose Lewissoearly He
had doneeverything
right until that point
and itwas asituation
beyond his control.

“We know that
reliability will be
crucial thisseason
and we will work
hard torectify things
like this for Malaysia
and beyond.”

Lewis’s car failed
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rejoin F1’s top echelon
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McLaren is top of the 2014
constructors’ points table

WHAT EFFECT DID THE NEW RULES HAVE?

Power units Fuel regulations was excluded from second place when his Drivers could push beyond the initial Rookies

The cars sounded vastly differentin Not hugely noticeable during the early RB10 was found to have exceeded the graining phase and regain grip. The gridin Melbourne boasted three
Australia. Due to the reduced capacity stages, but drastically so in the latter part 100kg per hour fuel flow limit. It's arule rookie drivers. Kevin Magnussen was the
engines and mandated exhaust exits, they of races. Teams can now adjust their fuel designed to make the sport more Qualifying format star, taking third on the road and then

are much quieter. The hybrid systems can flow rate to manage how much power- environmentally friendly but it is unlikely The FIA rubber-stamped the new qualifying second after Ricciardo’s exclusion. Daniil
also be heard ‘screaming’ under braking as electrical energy mixture they require at to prove popular with fans. format in time for Melbourne. Q2 is now Kvyatimpressed for Toro Rosso, taking
they harvest energy. Teamradiois clearer. specific points during the race. Drivers shorter with two extraminutes addedforQ3. ninth place and establishing anew record
The new units also have more torque, which such as Jenson Button could go full pelt Tyres Teams are also given a ‘free’ set of tyres for foryoungest points scorerin F1 history.
was an issue for some drivers. Cars slide late on as they saved fuel early in the event. The 2014 Pirellityres are harder wearing Q3to encourage themto run and start the Swede Marcus Ericsson only completed
around a lot more and an over-eager stamp It did bring the biggest moment of due to the extra torque and weight of the race on their Q2 set. Teams not in Q3 will 29 laps in his Caterham before retiring with
on the throttle causes the rear to step out. controversy however as Daniel Ricciardo car. They lasted much longerin Melbourne. geta ‘free’ set of soft tyres for the race. fuel pressure problems.

READ MIN’S EXCLUSIVE F1 DRIVERRATINGS > > D> PAGE7
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AUSTRALIAN GP REPORT = oo

anldoanything
tohelpwith
reliability?” Nico
po— Rosbergasked
‘ ontheradio.
“No,weare
= completely happy,” Mercedesreplied.
— “Justkeepit off thekerbs.”
Rosbergdidn’tneed to usethem. He
! ew was cruising. With team-mate and

pole man Lewis Hamilton out of the

Australian GP afterjusttwolaps.

N ,
" Rosbergopened up a24slead inthe41
. lapsthat separated an early race safety
A : carfromthe chequered flag. It was
e \ thateasy.
. . o o The Mercedes form was astesting
o < had predicted it would be. Worrying
A : 4 A for the three-pointed star’srivals was
B ; 4% | f that Rosbergreckoned that fuel
. . conservationhadn’tbeen anissue.
; : He’dbeen able todrive normally.

.F.’J

That wasnot the case for Daniel
Ricciardo, whomade a stunning Red
Bulldebut and finished second on the
road. He wasright there inevery
qualifying session, started from the
frontrow and proved that reports of
Red Bull’'sdemise had been grossly
exaggerated. Inthefirstracedistance
that Red Bull had achieved in 2014,
theteam’snew signing beat everyone

exceptthe dominant Rosberg. But,
L Christian Hornersaid, despitea
reduced race distance following an
-. aborted start, plus a safety car, they’d
Fiv e stillhad to conservefuel. Then, a
couple of hoursafter therace, camethe
newsthatthe team had exceeded the
maximum allowed fuel flow of 100kg
per hour. Ataround midnight, after
Australiahad celebrated afirstever
world championship GP podium by
oneof itsown, Ricciardo’sexclusion
was confirmed.
It wasabitter blow to thelikeable
24-year-old from Perth, wholosthis
18 pointson aday when Sebastian
Vettel completed just threelaps before
retiring with a power unit problem.
Red Bull, meanwhile, has served notice
of appeal.
It promoted tosecond Kevin
Magnussen, another hero of the
hour. On his F1 debut the 21-year-old
qualified fourth in tricky mixed
conditions, usually the preserve of
McLaren team-mate Jenson Button.
Then he brought the new MP4-29 home
acouple of seconds behind Ricciardo,
whom he pressured all afternoon, to
becomethefirst Danetomountan F1
podium. Button finished a further
3.25sfurther back, the two-three
finish putting McLaren on top of the
constructors’ points. On thisevidence
though, theteam’stenureof sucha
lofty height islikely to be short-lived.

Qualifying

Despiteall the pre-race certainty that
power units would dictate the orderas
F1entered its hybrid Brave New World
in Melbourne, qualifying was all about
agood old shower of rain.

Bytheend of practice we knew that
Renaulthad made steps towards
addressingitstestingissuesandthat
the Red BullRB10 was not goingtobe
farfrom the pace. Evenso, wedidn’t
expectoneon thefrontrow. That,
though, is what we got with Ricciardoa
likely poleman in hisfirstraceasaRed
Bull driver before Hamilton knocked
him off top spot by 0.3s with
thelastflyinglap of Q3.

It was Hamilton’s 32nd pole, putting
himlevel with Nigel Mansell and one
behind the record number by a British
driver, Jim Clark.

Ricciardohad already topped Qlasa

Rosberg had pace to spare r few spots of rainbeganto fa}]l, acouple
on his way to Aussie GP win of tenthsup on Magnussen’s McLaren.
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Butthen came shades of 2013—when
qualifying was postponed until Sunday
because of heavyrain. Thistime it
wasn’tquite sobad, intermediates the
tyreof choiceforaQ2session thatbegan
without the Marussias of Max Chilton
and Jules Bianchi, Esteban Gutiérrez’s
Sauber, Marcus Ericsson’s Caterham
and the Lotuses of Romain Grosjeanand
Pastor Maldonado. The Enstone cars
had anightmare weekend, payingfor
their reduced pre-season running.

Aslastyear, it was Rosberg wholooked
quick and assured on the intermediate
Pirellisbut Ricciardo wasright there
again, just0.03s adrift and half a second
quicker than third place man Fernando
Alonso. Hamilton, Magnussen, Nico
Hiilkenberg, Jean-Eric Vergne, Valtteri
Bottas, Felipe Massa and Toro Rosso
rookie Daniil Kvyat, impressively,
comprised theremainder of those
progressingtothe season’sfirst
Q3shoot-out.

There were some significant names
amongthose whodidn’t make the cut.
Jenson Button, three timesa winner at
Albert Park, was unlucky. Quickest after
hisfirstrun in Q2, his second attempt
was spoiled by yellow flagsat Turn
Three when Kimi Rdikkonen let the
Ferrarigetaway from himonan ‘in’lap.
Button was only bumped out of Q3 by
Kvyat’s Toro Rosso in the dying seconds.

Andfour-time world champion Vettel
could only manage 12th, a software issue
preventinghis Renault V6 fromrunning
cleanly It was thefirst time since
Belgium 2012 that Sebhad failed to
makeittoQ3.

Inthe intervening gap before Q3 (two
minuteslonger this year which, added to
theavailability of anothersetof tyres, is
aimed atensuringeveryone gets two
runs), therain came down harder and
tyrechoice wasatough call.

Pirelli’sfull wets are new this year,
designed tobe closer to the intermediate,
andso it proved, even if Pirelli itself was
surprised atquite how close they were
intheprevailing conditions.

Hamiltondid hislast-gasp poleon
full wets, Ricciardo was second on
intermediates, with Rosberg0.05s slower
on wets. Magnussen’s McLaren was
0.15s down on wets, to knock Alonso’s
similarly-shod Ferraridown tofifth.

Vergne, always impressive on a wet
surface, puthis Toro Rosso sixth on the
intermediate, separated from rookie
team-mate Kvyat by 0.5s and Nico
Hiilkenberg’s Force India, both
alsoon intermediates. Then came the
Williams pair, Massa and Bottas, who
were disappointed not to be further up.

The FW36slooked impressive in
practiceand were third and sixth in Q1
before the rain came. Then they found
itdifficult to generate heatonthe
intermediate rubber, however, and
Bottas suffered a further knock whena
new gearbox meantafive-place penalty.

Race

There was trepidation about the first
startof 2014. Practice startshad been
attempted with varying degrees of
success but suggestions that some would
have to take the start from the pitlane for
safety reasons proved wide of the mark.

Ricciardo was second on the road

“It had to go wrong for Vettel

somewhere — and it did”
World champion suffers heartbreak, p7

e

Kamui Kobayashi smashed in to the back of Felipe Massa at the first turn

We did have one aborted start, when
Max Chilton’s Marussia suffered an
engineXkill problem on the grid and had
tobe pushed back into the pitlanetojoin
team-mate Jules Bianchi, who suffered
another version of the same issue onthe
installation lap and missed the first six
lapsof theraceastheteamrighted it.
Grosjean also elected to startfromthe
pitlane after Lotusmadeamyriad of
changestothe car inparcfermé.

Ricciardoalsohad ascareonthe
installationlap when he found his turbo
ineffective. He came back through the
pitsforareset, which did the trick,and
he gotaway well enough to charge
down the inside of Hamilton into Turn
One, which he exited in second place,
behind Rosberg.

Nicohad madeafabulous getaway and
immediately swooped past Hamilton.

“Nico’sstart wasfantasticbut the rest
of us were pretty average, I'd say,” was
Ricciardo’s verdict. In Hamilton’s case,
there was an explanation-the Merc
runningononly five cylinders. Had
Lewis had full power Magnussen, who
had an enormous tank-slapper off the
grid infront of Alonso, would nothave
been able to blast round the outside of
the Mercedes between T10-11, something
which, before you knew about Lewis’s
affliction, made you blink very heavily!

Further back, Massa was deeply
unimpressed when the returning Kamui
Kobayashi’s Caterham cannoned into
theback of the Williams and took the
pair of them outat Turn One. Felipe
initially made someremarksabout
Grosjean beingbanned for such
ineptitude but presentation of Caterham
telemetry confirmed a brake issue
and absolved Kamui, withno further
actiontaken.

Rosbergwas 6.5s clear by the end of
laptenandRicciardo’sradiomessage
wasrevealing: “Forget the Merc,” he
said, “But how’s my pace compared to
therest?”

“You’rethe second quickest car out
there, with Bottasrunningasimilar
paceasyou,” wasthe answer.

Indeed, it was the young Finn
providingmuch of theearlylapaction.
From 15th on the grid he wastenth by the
end of the openinglap and upafurther
two places when he passed Kvyatat Turn
Seven and Mercedesretired Hamilton.
By thistime we’d alsolost Vettel.

“Comeonguys, thisisridiculous,
I'vegotnopower!” wasthe irate message
from Vettel as he ran 15th before the team
stopped him with a power unit problem.

Bylapfive, Bottas was up to seventh
after disposingof Vergne’s Toro Rosso
andrightunder Raikkonen’s gearbox.
Fromthebeginningof the weekend
Alonso’s Ferrarialwayshad the
typically hussled busy body language
typical of any car driven by Fernando,

[ but Kimiseemed tobestrugglingand

lackingin confidence. Helocked up
repeatedly into Turn Nine, which was
easy todoif the calibration of the brake-

by-wire system and the front tyre
temperature werenotinaccord, but
Kimiwas managingto defend from
his countryman and attributed his
struggles moretofront grainingthan
tobrake issues.

Bottas, frustration no doubt growing,
finally got on the power alittle early out
of Turn Ten and brushed the wall with
therightrear, breakingtherimand
givinghimself a puncture. The tyre
threw the tread, which cametorestinthe
middle of thecircuit,and we had a safety
car that, ironically, helped Valtteriback
intothe game. Button took advantage to
pick up places by dint of swervinginto
thepitlane inthenick of time.

The official Mercedes duly wiped out
Rosberg’s eight-second advantage butas
soon as it disappeared after fourlaps,
Nicotook justanother eightlapsto
re-establishit.

“Itlooked,” said Red Bull’s Christian
Horner, “asif hehadasecondalapin
hispocketand itishard toknow
precisely how hard he was going.”

Didhehaveany idea where that
margin was comingfrom? “Well, we can
seefrom our data that we arelosing
aboutasecondonthestraights.”
Ricciardoand Vettel were 17th and 18th
through the speed trap in qualifying,
7mph down on Bottas’s Mercedes-
powered Williams. And it’sunlikely to be
Red Bull’saerodynamics atfault...

Red Bull, of course, is usinga different
power unitto Mercedes but McLaren is
not. If you werelookingfor headlines
you could say that Ron Dennis is back
and McLaren isback on top of the
constructors’ championship. If you're
arealist, you willlook at theresultand
seethat, with the same power unit, the
McLarenslost the best partof half a
minutetoRosberg.

Clearly there is work to be done, but
thatshould notdetract from atruly
fabulous debut by Magnussen.

Alonso, never aman to give up, finally
gotthe Ferraritothelinefifth, which
became fourth after Ricciardo’s
misfortune. Unable tofind a way past
Hiilkenberg’s Force India, Fernando
achieved it by dint of alaterfinal stop.

Bottas continued tobe the man to
watch inthe second half of therace.He
took advantage of another Raikkdnen
lock-up and gotrid of Hiilkenberg with
thehelp of DRS with sixlapsto go.

Réaikkonen got the second Ferrari
home eighth, demoting Vergne when the
Frenchman pulled off a greatsaveto
keephisToroRossoonthecircuitafter
droppingtheleft rear ontothe grass.
The Frenchman and team-mate Kvyat
completed thetop tenfinishers.

Proving F1’s propensity to deliver
when the chips are down, thefirstrace
of thenew technology dawnhad 14
classified finishers, confounding those
who predicted there wouldn’tbea
full quota of point-scorers.

For the moment though, as expected,
they are all chasing Mercedes. ®
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RACE FACTS

AUSTRALIA

Circuit: Albert Park, Melbourne Laps: 57
Racedistance: 191.110 miles Lap: 3.295 miles

Lap record: Michael Schumacher 2004 — 1m 24.125s
2013 winner: Kimi Réikkénen

Date:March 18
Weather: Dull and overcast
Track temp: 23C-19C

Ambienttemp:17C-18C

Drag Reduction System activation zones |

DRS timing line

RESULTS
FIA Formula One World Championship, round 1/19

POS | DRIVERS | NAT | CAR-ENGINE | TIME
1 Nico Rosberg GER | Mercedes GP +1h32m58.710s
DQ| Daniel Ricciardo AUS | Red Bull-Renault +24.525s
2 | Kevin Magnussen DEN | McLaren-Mercedes +26.777s
3 | Jenson Button GBR | McLaren-Mercedes +30.027s
4 Fernando Alonso ESP | Ferrari +35.284s
5 | Valtteri Bottas FIN | Williams-Mercerdes +47.639s
6 | Nico Hiilkenberg GER | Force India-Mercedes +50.718s
7 Kimi Raikkdnen FIN | Ferrari +57.675s
8 | JeanEric Vergne FRA | Scuderia Toro Rosso-Renault +1m 00.441s
9 | Daniil Kyvat RUS | Scuderia Toro Rosso-Renault +1m 03.585s
10 | Sergio Pérez MEX | Force India-Mercedes +1m 25.916s
11 | Adrian Sutil GER | Sauber-Ferrari +1 lap
12 | Esteban Gutiérrez MEX | Sauber-Ferrari +1lap
13 | Max Chilton GBR | Marussia-Ferrari +2 laps
NC | Jules Bianchi FRA | Marussia-Ferrari +8laps
R | Romain Grosjean FRA | Lotus-Renault L43/hybrid failure
R | Pastor Maldonado VEN | Lotus-Renault L29/hybrid failure
R | Marcus Ericsson SWE | Caterham-Renault L27/oil pressure
R | Sebastian Vettel GER | Red Bull-Renault L3/power unit
R | Lewis Hamilton GBR | Mercedes GP L2/engine
R | Felipe Massa BRA | Williams-Mercedes L1/accident
R | KamuiKobayashi JPN | Caterham-Renault L1/accident

Winner's average speed: 121.21mph Lap leaders: 1-57 Rosberg

FASTEST LAP| NICO ROSBERG: 1M 32.4788

ON LAP 19 (AVERAGE SPEED: 128.279MPH)

OUALIFYING
1 | Hamilton 1m44.231s 12 | Vettel 1m44.668s
2 | Ricciardo 1m44.548s 13 | Sutil 1m 45.655s
3 | Rosberg 1m44.595s 14 | Kobayasi 1m45.867s
4 | Magnussen 1m 45.745s 15 | Bottas 1m48.147s*
5 | Alonso 1m45.819s 16 | Pérez 1m47.293s
6 | Vergne 1m 45.864s 17 | Chilton 1m 34.293s
7 | Hiilkenberg 1m 46.030s 18 | Bianchi 1m34.794s
8 | Kvyat 1m47.360s 19 | Ericsson 1m35.157s
9 | Massa 1m 48.079s 20 | Grosjean 1m 36.993
10 | Button 1m44.437s 21 | Maldonado notime
11 | Raikkénen 1m44.494s 22 | Gutiérrez 1m35.117s*

*Five-place grid penalty for gearbox change

Bottas was one
of the star men

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS CONSTRUCTORS

POS | DRIVER POS | CONSTRUCTOR
1 | NicoRosberg 1 McLaren-Mercedes
2 | KevinMagnussen 18 2 | Mercedes AMG F1 25
3 | Jenson Button 15 3 | ScuderiaFerrari 18
4 | Fernando Alonso 12 4 | Williams F1 10
5 | Valtteri Bottas 10 5 | SaharaForcelndia 9
6 | Nico Hiilkenberg 8 6 | ScuderiaToro Rosso 6
7 | KimiRaikkénen 6 7 | SauberF1 0
8 | Jean-Eric Vergne 4 8 Marussia F1 0
9 | Daniil Kvyat 2 9 | RedBullRacing 0
10 | Sergio Pérez 1 10 | LotusF1 Team 0

CanLewis Hamilton start
toclawback the gap to
Nico RosbergatSepang?

L2 lgRANDYIS’RIK
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Afternineonthe
bounceithadtogo
wrong somewhere.
Anddid. Vettel was
hit by engine software
issuesfromthe
beginning and there
was little he could do
about it. Frustration
was betrayed by early
radio call butit's
something he might
have to getusedto.

As goodasit could
have been! Didn't
suffer Vettel's
gremlins and
showed that the
Red Bullis a serious
bit of kit. Fabulous
qualifying, wet and
dry, unflappably
mature. A future
headache for the
world champion?
Fuel-flow problem
was a cruel blow.

ROMAIN
GROSJEAN

Usedto be

excitable

onthe

radio then

praised for

maturity

throughout

second half of 2013. He's
regressed. “Nothing is
solved!" he yelled at one
point on Saturday. Lotus had
anightmare. If there was a
positive it was 43 laps of data
on Sunday and a quickest lap
just over two seconds away.

TOROROSSO

Although

Kvyat

took the

headlines,

Verge was

strong ey
throughout.
Justoutside

thetop tenin Q1, his wet
weather prowess came to the
fore for seventhinQ2and a
fine sixth, 0.05s from Alonso
in Q3. Struggled with the
braking but got the carhome
within striking distance of
Raikkénen's Ferrari.

sty

10/,

PASTOR
MALDONADO

You had to feel sorry for the
Lotus boys. They break the
curfew, do anall-nighter, leave
the circuitat 0600hrs and get
woken up by atwo-seater
Minardi doing circuit rides at
. 0700hrs... Pastor
and PDVSA
must be casting
, glancesat
" Williams...

DANIIL
KYVAT

TOROROSSO

Looked as if he had been
bornto it by getting through
to Q3 in the tricky changing
conditions and lining up
eighth for his first GP start.
Coped wellinthe

race to become

the youngest

“We saw lots of
Ferrari boxes so,
new parts?” he was
asked on Thursday.
“No. Food I think..”
he muttered, with his
best Dick Dastardly
face. Almost took
full-time ownership
of fifth grid slotin
2013 and that’s
where he started.
More frustration?

KIMI RAIKKONEN

Seemingly never
happy with the set-up
ofthe F14 Tand was
in Alonso's shadow
all weekend. Hard to
believe this was

the man who won

in Albert Park 12
months ago. Lock-up
and understeer run-
wides afeature
throughout. It might
take time, he reckons,
but he'll get it sorted.

ADRIAN
SUTIL

SAUBER

Had

some

power

train

problems

inthe

opening stint.

Planned a two-stop race
but switched to a one-
stopper after the early safety
car. Put into words the grim
reality for Sauber: “We were
simply too slow!” There is
plenty of work to be done

F1 points-scorer.
Hassling
Vergne at s
theend ’
before

needing

tosave

fuel.

CATERHAMF1TEAM

—

-
—
ty

FERRARI

ESTEBAN
GUTIERREZ

SAUBER

Struggled for straightline
speed against the Mercedes
runners (but, then again,
who didn’t?) but encouraged
to at least see the chequered
flag, albeita :

lapped 13th

afterfirst-lap

contact with

the Force

India of Sergio = #
Pérezmeantan

opening lap stop,

followed by a '
one-stop run. Lj

MARUSSIA
: MAX

CHILTON

at Hinwil, clearly.
6/

JULES
BIANCHI

Caused the first start to be aborted

: whencarcutoutonthe grid buta

: pitlane re-set allowed himinto

: therace.Made up ground on

* Ericsson’s Caterham and kept his
¢ finishing record right there by

: gettingthe MRO3tothelineand at
least gathering some data.

Like Chilton, suffered power unit
control system problems at the
startand lost six laps in the pits
before joining the fray. Treated it

as atestthereafter, experimenting
with ways of maximising the power
unit. Marussias showing more
pace than Caterhams.

o/l
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Did everything rightto
take pole butloss ofa
cylinderearlyinthe
race put him out. Won't
have wanted to leave
the curtain-raiser 25
points behind his team-
mate when, as yet,
there's nobody to get
between them, but
surely reliability will

be swingsand
roundaboutsin 2014

Put the family name
back ontop ofthe
world championship
forthefirsttime since
1982 with his fourth
win. Had to give best to
Hamilton and Ricciardo
in qualifying but start
was ballistic. Slight
early engine cutting
and short mid-race

tyre graining his only
concerns. Completely
controlledit.

Overshadowed
by his
team-mate
Magnussen's
headline-
making but
perhaps unfairly. Was his
typical changing-conditions
selfto go top of the time sheet
afterfirstrunin Q2, but then
hamstrung by a yellow for
Raikkonen on his second and
missed Q3. That shaped his
race, so eventual podium as
good as it could have been.

FELIPE
IVIASSA

After eight

years at

Ferrari,

Massa

says that

he feels

‘free’ at

Williams

and both the carand power
unit look like giving him the
chance to enjoy himself
and tackle the top men this
season. Will have to wait
until Malaysia though, after
Kobayashi cannoned into
him at Turn One.

9

2,

S0,

4
A
10/,

Looks like a star in the making
after adebut that reminded
you of Lewis Hamilton's.
Secondto Ricciardoin Q1
(Mercs were on primes), fifth
onintermediates in Q2 and
fourth on wets in
Q3.Didn'tputa

wheel wrong

allrace tobe

second after

Ricciardo's

exclusion.

Superb

showing.

Great to watch and would
have scored higher but for
the fact that a podium was
probably on had it not been
for the brush with the wall in
Turn Nine. Disappointed not
to get more out
ofitin qualifying
but the
intermediates
proved tough
to switchon.
ltseems as if
he is set for
agood year

o
¥

KAMUI
KKOBAYASHI

; 6/

| MaRcus = =, | ] émco il sERGIO
U ERICSSON MM = - ! HULKENBERG ()] PEREZ

After reliability scuppered Friday, ~ Friday not the best start for the i Astrongperformancetorunfourth A quarter of asecond from

did agood job to get out of Q1
but it was all over by the first
corner when he had a problem
with the brakes and collected the
luckless Massa. He said: “Not

how | wanted my firstrace to go..”

Swedish rookie. Qualified 0.88s
from team-mate Kobayashi. Flat-
spotted tyres early on but got 27
racing laps under his belt before
the Caterham was halted by an
oil pressure problem.

Daniil Kyvatbecame the youngest points scorer
inhistory with his ninth in Melbourne, aged 19
years and 324 days.The record had been held by
SebastianVettel, who was 19 years and 349 days

oldwhenhe finished eig

hthinthe 2007 US GP

early on after qualifying seventh.
: Fended off Alonso’s Ferrari but

i found front tyre graining an issue
¢ and lostplacestothe Ferrariand
Button's McLaren atthe second
: round of stops.

Hilkenbergin Q1 butdidn't make
itout of wet Q2. Contact with
Gutiérrez's Sauberat Turn Three
meant an early stop but helped by
safety car. Trapped behind Sutil's
Sauber but picked up final point.
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Koba-bashi

Kamui Kobayashi earned the
unwanted title of first accident
of F12014 when he lost control
under braking forturnonein
Melbourne. The Caterham
driver lost his rear brakes and
locked up before sliding into
both Kimi Radikkdnen’s Ferrari
and Felipe Massa’s Williams,
taking the Brazilian out of the
race entirely. Kobayashi
escaped further penalty due to
theincidentbeing caused by a
failure totherearbrakes...

Mass-ive penalty
...Felipe Massa, however, was less
sympathetic. “l was really careful
but Kamuiis always trying to do
starts like that," he blasted. “You
cannot brake 50 metres onastart
like that. | can’t see much difference
between that and Romain
Grosjean's accidentat Spa [2012]
that got him banned forarace. He
should getahard penalty”’

Merc’s hoping
Mercedes head Toto Wolff has
explained that the team asked
Lewis Hamilton to try and
continue the Australian GP
hoping the engine issue would
cure itself. Hamilton retired
aftertwo laps with a misfire.
“We knew we had a problem
butwe were hoping the system
mightsomehow reset,;’ said
Wolff. “He was unlucky
because after a great pole he
deserved agoodrace”

Sauber slumps
Monisha Kaltenborn says that
Sauberhas work to do this yearto
make its way up the grid aftera
quiet performance in Melbourne.
Both Adrian Sutil and Esteban
Gutiérrezfinished out of the points
in 11thand 12th, making Sauber
the sole team to finish the race with
both carsyetto score apoint. “It
was a positive start for the new era
of F1, but not so much for us,’ she
said. “We knew our performance
wasn't where it should be sowe
just concentrated on getting both
carsto the finish. We have a lot of
worktodo?

Hulk happy

Nico Hiilkenberg says he was
justhappytoreachthefinishin
Melbourne. Hiilkenberg failed
tofinishin2010and’12,and
didn’tstartlastyear’s event
dueto achassisfault. “lwas so
happy to see the flag forthe
firsttime here,’ said the
German,who took seventh.
“It's a greatresult”

ED BULL:WE'LL
IGHTEXCLUSION

u:clardo losespodium|dueltoifueliflowiviolation
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Vettel frustrated
by a lack of power

RedBullisinvestigatingthe
cause of the power unitfailure
thatended Sebastian Vettel’s
runof consecutiverace wins.
The world champion could
haveeclipsed Alberto Ascari’s
13 consecutive wins from 1953-
’54 with victory in Melbourne,
buthis RB10retired afterjust
fivelaps with alack of power.
Itmarkedtheend of a
frustrating weekend for Vettel,
who qualified alowly 13th after
struggling with a software
issue onthe Renault Energy F1
Power Unit. He complained of
alack of power onthe
formationlap and grew more
animated over the teamradio
astherace wore on before
urginghisteam: “Do
something,Thave no power.”
Vettel said after therace: “We
don’t know why we lost power,
wedon’tunderstand the
problem. AtthestartIhadno
[Kinetic ERS], sothe battery
wasn’t givingme any power.
Afterthatthe engine wasn’t
runningproperly and welosta
few cylinders.

“Theproblem iseverything
islinked together. When you
lose one component it’sonly a
matter of time until you stop.
“IThave nodoubt we can fix
theseissues, the bigquestion is
how soon. We’re working hard
in Milton Keynes[at the Red

—

Bullfactory]and at Renault,

By Rob Ladbrook

Red Bull Racing head Christian
Horner has hitout at the decision to
exclude Daniel Ricciardo from
second place in last Sunday’s
Australian Grand Prix.
Ricciardobecame thefirst Australianto
finish onthe podium inhishomerace
when hetook second in Melbourne behind
Nico Rosberg’s Mercedes. HisRB10 was
investigated when its FIA fuel flow sensor
showed itrepeatedly exceeded the 100kg
per hourfuelflow limit during the event.
Afterfive hoursof deliberation,
Ricciardo was excluded from the results.
Thefuel flowrate ismeasured by an FIA-

duringtheracethatitsfuelflow had been
toohigh. Horner said the team’s own
calibrated system via the injectors showed
the fuel rate was within therules.
Hornersaid: “These meters thathave
been provided by the FIA have caused
problems up and down the pitlane since
testing. There have been discrepancies and
they are unreliable—some cars may well
haverun without them intheraceitself or
havethemfailed in therace itself.
“Wehad afuelflow sensorfitted tothe
carthatwebelieved had an error. -
Based on our calculationon the
fuel the injectorsare
providingtotheengine,
whichisacalibrated piece of

equipmentand is consistently standard
across the pitlane, there isno variance.
“They [race officials] informed ustoturn
theflow down, but we said we had serious
concernsover the sensors. We believed in
ourreading, otherwise there wasa
situation where you arereducing
significantamounts of power inthe engine
atatime when we believed we complied
withtheregulations.”

Ricciardoleft the track not knowingthe
outcome of theenquiry. He said: “We were
onahigh when we heard the news
from the stewards. We will have to

look at what happened and move
» on. ButIcanstill be very proud of
thewayIdrove.”
RedBull has stated that it will

but we’ve obviously started on
the back foot. But we’ve
learned alottooand

Daniel [Ricciardo, team-mate]
hasshown thatthe car can
bequick.”

provided sensor, which can be monitored
liveduring therace. Officials told Red Bull

Horner says car waslegal

Aldnso finished fourthin opéner

appeal theexclusion.
.

Vettel: a rare retirement

Alonso: Ferrari must work fast to close the gap to Mercedes after struggling for 0z pace

Fernando Alonsohasurged his Ferrariteam
tofind performance from its F14 T before the
nextrace in Malaysiaorrisklosing vital
ground inthetitlerace.

Alonsoand team-mate Kimi Rdikkonen
struggled tomatch the Mercedes-powered
machinesforpace in Melbourneandlagged
tofourth and seventh following Daniel
Ricciardo’sdisqualification.

Alonsosaid theteamhadtoactquickly to
unlock speed from its new package. “We’re
not happy with the performance we showed

and weneed to improve,” hesaid. “Iwas
notable tochallenge the McLarensfor the
podium places and Kimi was stuck between
two Toro Rossos,and he won herelast year.

“Itwasjust thefirstrace so we cannot
become crazy over what we saw here, we just
know that we need to work and have toarrive
in Malaysia in a better position.

“Thereare concerns, but the good news is
wefinished therace with both carsand more
or lessnoproblems. There are positives but
wemust improve the negatives.”

Réikkonen suffered a difficult weekend in
Melbourne. The Finn struggled to gain
confidence with the braking systemon
thenew car and also crashed on hisin-lap
duringthe second phase of qualifying. His
fastestracelap was more than a second adrift
of thebesttimethat Alonsoset.

“Thebrakesarefine,” Radikkonen insisted
despite severallock-ups duringtherace.
“Wegrained the fronttyreand hadno grip.
That’sthemain issue, butit’sa combination
of things. We’lljust work until wefix it.”

}VIJI.KSWAGEN AIMING TO RUN 2015 POLO WRC THIS YEAR
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Felipe Massareckonsthat Williams can
recover from its disappointing Australian
Grand Prix tobetheclosest challenger
toMercedes.

Williams Martini Racinghad amixed
race in Melbourne, with Valtteri Bottas
fighting tofifth place and Massa being
taken outat thefirst turn by the out
of control KamuiKobayashi.

The team was heavily fancied
tomake the podium, and could
have had more from the event
had Bottasnot pickedupa
puncture when he ran wide out of iy
Turn Ten and hitthe wall, breaking ~
hisrear-right wheel.

‘This is one of Porsche’s
most complex machines’

Germans return to Le Mans, p22
L

However the Finn’s spirited battle back
up the order showed the FW36’s potential.
When asked if Williams could fight with
Mercedes atthe front, Massasaid: “Itis
not impossible. McLaren definitely had a
goodrace, finished both cars in the points

and areleadingthe Constructors’
chase. But we have potential.
“Everythingispossiblethis year.
Lookingat how we compared to
othersIwould say, at the moment,
Mercedes isfaster. Afterthemit’s
openand wearerightthere.Iam
happy with the car; tobe honest. I'm

Massa:Positive feeling

" Massa was taken out in

an opening lap accident

happy with the performance we have but
there’salottoimprove. Youare always
thinkingabout the bad things with the
car, and ours meant we lost some places in
qualifying, but it was better in therace.

“This car hasmargins for improvement
and I’'m pushingthe teamreally hard to go
inthatdirection. I'm sure we’ll only get
faster and more competitive.”

Bottas’ fifth means Williams has already
scored more points than ithad duringthe
entire 2013 campaign. Headded: “I'm mad
atmyself for the mistake, butIneedto
learnfromit.Iwaspushingtoohardand
went over thelimitabit. Butit’s great that
asateam wearefinallyracingagain.”

Australian Grand Prix bosses want Formula One to turn up the noise

Australian Grand Prix
organisers are unhappy
about the sound of the new
generation Formula One cars.
Last weekend’s race in
Melbourne drew widespread
criticism concerning thelack
of volume from the new V6
turbocharged power units.
Speakingtolocal radio
reporters, Australian Grand

Booth upheat despite
Marussia race drama

Marussia’s technical issues in
Australiamasked the true pace
of itsnew car, accordingto
team head John Booth.

The Russian-backed British
team showed promise in
Melbourne but its race was
setback after both its carsfailed
onthestarting grid. First Max
Chilton’s MR03 cut out on
the dummy grid before Jules
Bianchi’srefused to start for
the second formation lap. Both
cars started from the pits, with
Chilton’srestarting and staying
ontheleadlap. Bianchi was
eightlapsdown at the end.
Chilton finished 14th.

“Weachieved our goal of atwo-
car finish, but our performance
fell short,” said Booth. “It was
mostly the specificelectrical
issues put us on the back foot.
We’ve now got mountains of
data and we can optimise our
package for Malaysia.”

Prix chief executive Andrew
Westacott said he was angry
that the event was lacking
theright soundtrack.

“What was missing was the
sexiness and the appeal of
thenoise,” he said. “I was able
tostand on the pit wall at the
start of the race without ear
plugs. Previously it’d shake
your bones.

Toro Rossohead Franz Tost
haspraised F1rookie Daniil
Kvyat after hebecame the
youngestdrivertoeverscorea
pointinaworld championship
grand prix.

Russianracer Kvyatfought
toninth place in Melbourne
and, atjust19 years 324 daysold,
overtook Sebastian Vettel as

the youngestracer ever toscore.

Vettel was 19 years and 349 days
old when hefinished eighth in
the 2007 United States GP.

Tost said: “I’m very happy for

“We pay for a product and
we have contracts in place,
and we’ll be looking at them
very seriously.”

Mercedes’ Niki Lauda added:
“Everybody wants to do
something about it but you
can’tjust change the exhausts.
You’d have toredevelop the

whole engine and the mapping.

That’d be way too expensive.”

Thkd s B

Russian Daniil Kvyat became arecord-breaker in Melbourne

Tost praises Kvyat’s points-paying drive

Daniil. This is very promising
and I'm convinced thatthisis
thefirstin alongseries of
good resultsfor him.”
Kvyatadded: “It wasthe
longestraceI'veever done.Ilam
used to35minutesbut this was
oneandahalf hours. Ifinished
all of my drink pretty early so
thelasthalf was physically
quite tough. It’sfantasticto
finish my first grand prix with
points.IThad afight with Jean-
Eric[Vergne, team-mate] but
Thadtocallit off tosavefuel.”

Lotus men pleased
to bank more data

Romain Grosjean says Lotus
learned more from its half-
distance in the Australian Grand
Prixthanitdid fromitsentire
wintertestingmileage.

Lotusmanaged tokeep both
of its E22srunninguntilmid
distance, with Grosjean
completing43lapsand
Maldonado getting 29 in before
both carsretired withafailure
of thekineticenergyrecovery
system. The car was also beset
with braking and handling issues.

The Enstone team skipped the
firsttestin Jerezduetodelaysin
readyingthecar.

Grosjean told NBC: “Wehave to
seethepositives,and 43laps was
useful for all of us, for the car for
the engineers, for myself. It’s bad
toretire, but atleast we got good
dataand we can move forward.

“Welearnt more today than
from all of the winterand it was
thefirsttimeIcoulddriveacar
which was doingthe same thing
every corner. We’vestill gotalong
way to go, but you have seen the
positives. The changes we did took
usintherightdirection.”

Grosjean: Happy with outing
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IN THE F1 PADDOCK

TONY
DODGINS

“The Australian

stunned us all
with a front rc

ou had to feel for Daniel
Ricciardo. After a couple of
years’ relative anonymity
he had flown into
Melbourne to find his

face on every billboard.

“It was a little bit embarrassing, actually..”
he grinned. But he's going to need to get
usedtoit.

Although comparisons with Sebastian
Vettel are meaningless given the power unit
problems that Seb endured almost throughout
the Australian GP, Ricciardo stunned everyone
by putting his car on the front row.

His race was even better and although
there was nothing he could do about Nico
Rosberg, his second place — and third for
Kevin Magnussen — truly hinted at the dawn
of anew era.

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner
was massively impressed. Not so much by
the speed — he knew about that — but by the
total composure in the cockpit, the relaxed
radio transmissions, the race management —
and everything that went with it.

The crowd loved it. They cheered him to the
rafters when he put the RB10 on the front row
and his second place blew the metaphorical
roof off the place. For the first time they had an
Aussie on an Australian GP podium. Ricciardo,
modest and polite, clearly enjoyed his moment.

But then it all fell apart. The reliability of the
FIA's fuel flow devices (cars may not exceed
afuel flow rate of 100kg per hour) had caused
concern in pre-season testing and continued
to do so in Melbourne. The FIA's technical
chief, Charlie Whiting, had already confirmed
to the media on Thursday that there would
be no tolerance given in this, the first race of
the new-look F1. Go over, and you're out.

It didn't look good when an FIA communiqué
from technical delegate Jo Bauer to the race
stewards just before 2020hrs on Sunday
night revealed that car number three had
“exceeded consistently the maximum
allowed fuel flow.” By midnight the stewards
had completed their deliberations and
Ricciardo was out.

Red Bull, it emerged, had been told during
the race that the FIA believed their fuel flow
rate was too high, but refused to turn it down
because they believed the sensor was
inaccurate and preferred to believe their
own data from fuel injectors. They would,
they said, be appealing the disqualification.

A few hours later, Ricciardo’s downcast
face on the front page of The Herald Sun
greeted you for breakfast, under the headline:
“Grand Farce!

Rules are rules, | know, but you did wonder,
at atime when the future of the Australian GP,
agreat event, is in doubt beyond 2015. Here
you had this engaging young guy capturing
the imagination in a huge way. Had F1 just
taken a 12-bore to its own feet? Would it not
have been better, just this first time, to
suppress Bauer's report and have a quiet
chat behind closed doors before Malaysia®?
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Renault 5 champ to
enter new Clio Cup

Former Renault5champion
Mark Howard will rekindle his
association with the marque for
thefirsttime in 21 years after
entering the UK Clio Cup.
The49-year-old claimed the
second-tier Renault one-make
series, the Harlow Group Renault
5Turbotitle, with the Mark Fish
Motorsportsquad in 1993 before
focusingon family and his
business commitments.
Hereturned toaction inthe2011
VW Racing Cup and also took part
inRadicalracesin 2012. Howard
has purchased anew MKk4 Clio
Cupmachinefrom Daniel
Rowbottom and will be reunited
with Fish for anattack onthe
Masters Cup class.
“It’sgoingtobe interesting
seeingif Istillhavethereactions
and speed tomatchmy
competitiveness,” Howard said.
“Ican’t waitto getoutthereand
I'mlookingforward to working
with Mark again.It'sabig
challengeasit’saverylong
time since Iwon in the Renault5
Turbotitle.I’ll beracing people
who weren’t even born whenI
won that title.”

Clio star Rivett gets
last minute return

Former Clio Cup champion Paul
Rivett believes early wins will be
vital this year after confirming
hisreturntothechampionship.
The 35-year-old has been
recruited asteam manager and
lead driverforthe WDE
Motorsportsquad, which steps
up fromthe Ford Fiestaseries.
Rivett will testhisnew
turbocharged Cliofor thefirst
time at Rockingham today
(Wednesday) ahead of the
openinground of theseriesat
Brands Hatch next weekend.
“Only pickingthe carupand
testingthis week meansthere’sa
lottotrytoachieveasI’'mreally
behind therestof thefield,”
Rivettsaid. “Butpressure
makes me performand I'venot
hadenoughof itinthepast.I've
wanted to step up into touring
carsbutif ’'mnotabletodothat,
managingateamisthenext
stepinmy career.”
Rivettadmitted he would be
lucky tobefighting for winsat
Brands Hatch buthastargeted
victoriesat thefollowingrounds
atDonington Park.
“Ineedtowinarace within
thefirsttwo weekends,” he
added. “Sonsor income depends
onit. ButI’llbemuch more
prepared for Donington Park.”
Rivett, who won the Renault Clio
Cup titlein 2002,2004 and 2011,
finished inthird place inthe
pointslast season running with
Stancombe Vehicle Engineering
and took fourrace wins.
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F‘ By MattJames before he can target bigresults.
Menu, 50, wholifted the crown

for Renault in 1997 and for Ford

Former British touring car

BUOYED
BTCC TEST

- Double champion enjoys maiden run in new Team BMR Passat CC
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The Chip Ganassi Racing
squad claimed victory atits
firstattemptin the Sebring 12
Hours in Florida lastweekend.
The Ganassi Riley-Ford
Ecoboost DP shared by Scott

L = o Pruett, Memo Rojas and

S : T4 0 Menu drove for three days Marino Franchittilooked to be

4 g B an outsider forvictory aftertwo
B Crmunn e wety Rt spinsin thefinal two hours. But

an early stop before asafety car
period gave Franchitti track
position forthe last 20 minutes.
David Brabham finished
second alongside Ryan Dalziel
and Scott Sharpin their
Extreme Speed Motorsports
HPD ARX-03b LMP2 prototype,
only4.5s behind the winners...
Carl Edwards wonthe NASCAR
Sprint Cup race at Bristol Motor
Speedway. The twice-delayed race
[ was incident-filled with Jimmie
Johnson suffering afronttyre

= blow-out afterlosing hislead to

i Matt Kenseth before the red flags
flew due torain. The race turned in

butfor ourfirsttest, ithasbeen beachallengeandtherearea

champion Alain Menu says
thatitwill take himtimeto
reach the front of the grid
following hisfirst test with
Team BMRIlastweek.

The Swissracer handled the
RML-built VW Passat CC for
three days at Croftlast week
and saysthattheteamneedsto
learn how to work together

- e

in 2000, said: “We have got
plenty of runningin. Asateam,
weknow we are not completely
up to speed yet, so we have been
focusingonlearninghow to
work together and improve the
car. Theteam seemlike areally
good bunch. It will take alittle
while before we are where we
want to be performance-wise,

promising-everythingisgoing  lotof youngdrivers whoIknow " Carl Edwards’ favour when he,
accordingtoplan.” will be quick and who will give along with Aric Almirola, Denny
Menu will be one of seven mearunformy money. Butthe Hamlin and Ricky Stenhouse Jr
championsonthegrid theyear ambition istofightatthefront stayed out as others pitted
and willbeamong 14 race and winraces. under the penultimate caution, to
winnerson theentry The full “Thegoal is clearly toattain " take the lead. Stenhouse and
list was confirmed atthe thesamelevel asthelikes of Almirola clashed for second,
BTCC’smediadayatDonington  Triple Eight, Team Dynamics helping Edwards to pull away to
Park yesterday (Tuesday). and WSR. It would be foolish to victory...Scott McLaughlin
“I'mexcitedtobeback inthe think we are there now, but 3 won the final V8 Supercars

BTCC-racingismylifeand
whatIlove,” said Menu. “Tt will

there’snoreason why we can’t
reachitinthefullnessof time.”

s ol

non-championship support
race forthe Australian GPin
Melbourne. Iltwas the maiden
win forthe Volvo S60...

BritishTouring Car squad ebay Motors took the wraps
offanew 2014 liveryatalaunchinPark Lane, London,
last week.The car, which will be driven by Colin
Turkington, Nick Foster and Rob Collard, hasbeen
heavily reworked over the winter with an uprated
engine and arefined aerodynamics package

Rob Austin Racing will have new liveries for this season.The British Touring Car
Championship squad will run Rob Austin himselfand Hunter Abbott in its pair of
Audi A4s. Rustin’s car will be backed by Exocet, the fuel additives firm, while

Abbott’s machine will carry branding from Alco-Sense, a breathalyser company
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Scot will run
Aston Martin

Scottish sportscarracer Rory Butcher will
race in British GT ina Motorbase Aston
Martin Vantage GT3this season.

The 27-year-old finished third inlast
season’s Porsche Carrera Cup GB with the
Celtic Speed squad, taking three victories.
He will partner experienced sportscar
racer John Hartshorne, 56. Former TVR
Tuscan Challengeracer Hartshorne has
competed in LMP2machinery inthe
European Le Mans Series in recent seasons.

Butcher, 26from Kirkaldy, lastraced in
British GTback in2010withan ABG

“Drivers will all fight

for the prize money”

New prize for FFord racers, below

Motorsport KTM X-Bow. He said the chance
tomove up to GT3was well timed.
“Itwastime tomove onfromthe Carrera
CupandIwasclosetoadeal forthe Porsche
Supercup,” Butchersaid, “butIkept in
touch with [Motorbase team principal]
David Bartrum. GT3isthenextstepupand
British GTissuch a great series. Itested the
Aston inPortimaoandloved it.”
Butcheradmitted this season will
be acompetitive step up. Hismaiden
domestictest wasduetotakeplaceat
Snetterton today (Wednesday).

PORSCHE STARBUTCHER.
RACE BRITISH GTASTON

=

-
Butcher: in Brit GT

“There’smore strategy involved at this
level,” headded, “and so it will be a steep
learning curve but the planistobuild
throughout the yeartobefighting towards
the sharpend in the second half of the
season. British GT'is very strongthis year
and hasabigmanufacturer interest. I
eventually want todobigenduranceraces
like Le Mans, Sebring and the Niirburgring
soBritish GT isagood shop window.”

Motorbase’s second Aston is expected to
behandled by former champion Michael
Caineand Ahmad AlHarthy.

Calado set for WEC
drive with AF Corse

GP2race winner James
Caladoissettoracefor Ferrari
inthis season’s FIA World
Endurance Championship.
Caladofinished third inlast
season’s GP2points with the
ART GPsquad. Heis
understood to be close to
finalisingadeal with the
factory AF Corseteaminthe
GTE Pro class afterrecently
testingthe Ferrari458Italia
alongsidefellow Britand GP2
race winner Sam Bird at
Vallelunga thismonth. Both
are in contention for the
vacant seatleft open after
KamuiKobayashireturnedto
F1with Caterham.
Anannouncementonthe
team’sline-up is due this week.

JRM Nissan poised for a return to British GT

Nissanis gearingup fora
factory effort in British GT
this season with areworked
version of its GTR GT3.

British firm JRM s close to
finalising a driver pairing to
crew the twin turbo 3.8-litre V6
machine and an entry has been
lodged for the opening event of
the season at Oulton Park on
Easter weekend. The GT3 will
be run by customer team JMH,
but will have full backing and
support from JRM.

JRM last completed a full
season of British GTin 2012
when it fought for the title
with Alex -
Buncombe 1
and Jann

'- = 'Ll’.

Nissan GTR §\
GT38:back
toBritGT

Mardenborough. It switched to
the Blancpain Endurance
Series last year and claimed
the Pro-Am division title.

JRM’s James Walters said:
“British GT is unfinished
business for us after coming so
closeto thetitle. We’ve gota
silver-rated driver signed up
and next week we’ll hopefully
conclude the deal for the
second driver.

“We’ve done over 275,000km
[170,000miles] of running
with the GTR since its launch
soit’s capable of winningin
theright hands.”

JRM will alsofield carsin
the Blancpain Sprint
@~  Seriesand

= g German VLN

endurance
series this
year.

wy

Rising star Russell to twin BRDC F4 bid with Renault ALPS campaign

BRDC F4racer George Russell
saysracing with top European
squad Prema Powerteam in the
Formula Renault ALPS series

Russell: Lanan deal in F4

thisseason couldleadtoafuture
drive in Formula Three.

The 16-year-old willmake his
single-seater debut in F4 with
Lanan Racingat Silverstone on
April 26/27. The double European
karting champion will dovetail
hisF4commitments withracing
for Premaalongside third-year
ALPSracer Alex Bosak.

“We’vebeen talking sincethe
startof February,” said Russell.
“The calendarsfor F4and ALPS
don’t clash so plans have worked
outnicely”

Russelltook partinhisfirsttests
with Premaat Monza in Italy
last week, finishing almost half
asecond clear atthetopof the
collective times.

Pass rivals, win cash:
new Ford prize fund

Driversinthisyear’sMSA
Formula Ford Championship of
GreatBritain canreceive prize
money for overtakingrivals.

A total prize pool of £30,000ison
offer this year, with £3000 up for
grabs per weekend. Eachrace
winner willreceive cash, and the
driver that gains the most places
intheopeningeventof every
weekend will also geta prize.

Championshipmanager Sam
Roachsaid: “We wanted to ensure
thatasmany drivers as possible
gotthe chancetofightforthe
prizemoney and thefirstrace
awards will certainly liven up
the competition.

“Thesecondrace of the
weekend willalsobe of interest
becauseit’sareversedgridso
the winner will have to work hard
fortheirshare.”

ORD PR]
0 . @
M £500 to the winner of the

Scholarship Class inrace one

W £500 to the driver that makes up
the most places from their starting
grid spotinrace one

W £1000 to the outright winner of
racetwo

W £1000 to the outright winner of
race three

presentedby

UESTION

| M E KX Question Time is back

Coming soonto acircuitnear

Come along to Brands or ask questions on Twitter using

you, KXQT will returnin2014.
The fun kicks off at Brands Hatch
on Saturday March 29
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THE VOICE OF NATIONAL RACING

MATT
JAMES

‘“When did the
FIA become a
promoter?”

@,

—

t up a European F3 Championship

The FIA se

overning body. Those are
interesting words, and
meanthatabodyisinplace
to govern. Quite simplereally,
isn’tit?

There's very little opportunity to interpret that
incorrectly. Although, right now, the FIA does
seem to be moving away from what a ‘governing
body’ should be doing, particularity when it comes
tojunior level single-seater racing.

The areathat it has got spectacularly wrong
is its desire to introduce a ‘standardised’ F4
throughout the world. I simply don't see the need
foran FIA-sanctioned category at this level when
perfectly good single-seater championships
already exist.

Single-seater racing across the world develops
atits own pace and to a format that each country
considers appropriate. While | understand that
developing nations might need ahand and be
pointed in the right direction, letting that structure
develop organically is the only way it canbe a
success. The United Kingdom is fortunate that it
has along history of motor racing, and an
established path to the top that is driven by
commercial necessity (as proven by Jonathan
Palmer's F4 series). Most countries don’t need to
be beholden to the FIA at the nursery-slope level.
They need to develop on their own.

By the FIA laying down dictates for the
technology and the competition at this entry-point
level, itis taking away the freedom of each national
governing body. It potentially introduces barriers
to entry due to the cost of meeting the demands.

lam not quite sure when the FIAbecame a
promoter of championships either, ratherthan a
governing body. The FIA becoming an organiser
would be like the British governing body, the
Motor Sports Association, deciding to create its
own saloon car championship inthe UK because
it didn't think that the one out there was strong
enough. That situation would never happen (with
good reason) and nor should the F4 mandate.

Giventhatitis the brainchild of Gerhard Berger
(aman who has been ensconced inan F1 bubble
since 198b5) itis likely to happen. The FIA has got
form for this over recent seasons. Think about the
FIA F3 championship, which basically hijacked
existing (and valid) championships and created its
own competition. Where was the need for that?
Who was it that suddenly gave the FIA a mandate
to create its own competitions? Itis very much a
grey area. The FIA needs to govern international
sport and let the national bodies get on with the
rest. It is what they are there for, after all.

DISE X

mn.letters@haymarket.com
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Experienced Aussie
to hoost Ford squad

MSA British Formula Ford
squad SWB Motorsport will field
experienced Australianracer
GregHolloway aspartof a
two-carline-up this season.

The Daventry-based outfitran
theonly Sinter chassisinlast
season’s series with a number of
driversdrafted in after the exit of
original signing Fred Martin-Dye.

Holloway, 28, has experience in
thenational Australian Formula
Ford Championship and most
recently claimed the Skip Barber
Formula Winter Seriestitleat
Homestead in Miami, Florida
inJanuary. He will team up
with James Webb, whoraced
inlastseason’s Ginetta Junior
Championship, finishing 15th
inthepoints.

“Last season we were hampered
by thelate delivery of the carand
bit-partdrivers,” said SWB boss
Simon Baldry. “Gregtested the
car at Blyton and Snetterton and
preferred the Sinter compared
tothe Mygale chassis. His
experience and feedback will
help us develop the car. He will
hitthe ground runningandI
have high hopes. It will be more
of alearningyearfor James.”

Hamilton drove Civicin BTCC

Former BTCC racer in
VW Cup Golf attack

Former British touring car
racer Matt Hamilton will make
afull-timereturn to the sport
thisyear in the Volkswagen
Racing Cup.

The 24-year-old from Hemel
Hempstead in Hertfordshire will
pilot a Golf GTiprepared by the
THM Racing squad. The outfit
ran Hamilton’s BTCC campaign
inaHonda Civic in 2009 and 2010.

Since his part-seasons in the
BTCC, Hamilton had only
tackled alimited number of
Britcarraces.

“I'mreally excited to be back
behind the wheel and it’s
fantastic to see how the team
hasdeveloped overthelast 18
months,” he said. “The VW
Racing Cup islooking great.
There’snothinglikeabigand
competitive field to bring the
bestout of adriver.

“There’s some drivers Irate
highly already signedupanda
couple of pastchampionsso
we will have to hit the ground
running in order tomounta
serious challenge.”

Photos: Trackspeed and Jakob Ebre
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Trackspeed will run a pair §
of 997 GT3Rs in British GT

By Rob Ladbrook

Warren Hughes and Jody
Firth will team up to fight
for British GT Championship
glory with Trackspeed this 73
year - despite havingtorun
with aweight penalty.
Thetwodrivers, who won
the SPEED Euroseriestitle
together in 2011, willdrive
aPorsche997 GT3R for the
multipletitle-winningsquad.
Last year Hughes, 45,
contested a part-campaign in
British GT splitbetween an
M-Sport Audi R8andlatterly a
WRT-tended car. Firth, 32,

Hughes (1) and Firth will join top Trackspeed squad

contestedfiveracesina
United Autosports McLaren
MP4-12C GTS.
DuetoBritish GT’sdriver
gradingsystem, they will
carrya75kgballast penalty.
Hughessaid that the penalty

wouldn’tbeabarriertosuccess.
“Everythingabout thisdeal
fits together perfectly,and the
only downside is the weight, but
that won’tbeadecidingfactor,”
hesaid. “[Fellow Porsche

squad] Motorbaseran with
75kglast year and werein the
titlefight until thefinalrace
and British GT has proven that
it’snotalwaysthe quickest car
that wins the championship.

Rapid pairing join Trackspeed for title push in Porsche 997 G_T3Il

B

“Consistency isjustas
importantasoutright paceand
I'msure we’llhave thatonour
side. Trackspeed knows the
Porsche inside outand has been
thetopteam inrecent yearsso
it’shugely exciting. Alsobeing
back together with Jody is
great. We'reastrongteamand
complimenteach other.”

Hughes and Firth shook down
thenew car at Snettertonlast
week. “The Porsche demandsa
different driving style but we
bothfelt comfortable right
away,” Hughesadded. “It’s got
greattraction out of the corners
and good straight-line speed so
it’sareal all-rounder. It should
wear the weight well.”

Trackspeed willalsoruna
second 997 GT3R for returning
pairing Jon Minshaw and Phil
Keen. The pair were 14th in last
year’spointstable.

e =
Reiter-built Corvette racer

e

German-huilt Camaro to run in GT3 class

German tuningfirm Reiter
Engineering gave itsnew SaReNi
Camaro GT3itsfirst public
shakedown inaBlancpain
Endurance Series group testat
PaulRicard in France last week.
Long-term Lamborghini tuning
firm Reiter has built the Camaro
independently of Chevroletand
willrun it inthefull Blancpain
series this year. It runs a650bhp
7.9-litre V8 producing 800Nm
of torque and has been FIA
homologated for GT3. The car will

bemanufactured inlimited
numbers and sold to customer
teams. It costs £160,000 plus VAT.

Reiter hasused input from
seasoned drivers Peter Kox,
Tomas Enge and Stefan Rosina, as
wellasfactory Corvette ace Oliver
Gavin, todevelopthecar.

The Camaro was inspired when
Reiter head Hans Reiter saw a
road-going version on holiday in
America. The SaReNimonikeris
formed from the first names of his
three daughters.

RLRwill field Craven’s Ligier

Sportscar switch
for F3 Cup champion

Reigning F3 Cup champion

Alex Craven will switch tothe

European VdeV prototype

sportscar series thisyear.
The31-year-old will share anew

Honda-powered Ligier JS53 CN

car with seasoned sportscar racer

B |Robbie Kerr and Emmerdale

actor Kelvin Fletcher, who
graduatesfrom Porscheracing.

Thetrio’s car will berun by
Britishteam RLR with assistance
from students enrolled in
motorsportcoursesatthe
University of Bolton.

Craven said: “I'mreally excited
toberacingin Europe this year.
Originally Iwaslookingat
doingthe Euroformula Open
[therebranded F3 Open] butI
couldn’t get near the budget so
sportscars were the best option.

“Idid threeraces inthe SPEED
seriesalongside Robbiein 2011
and loved thestyle of racing.I’ve
worked with Robbie since then
and he’samazingly quick and so
professional. Ireckon he’llhelp
myself and Kelvinadapttothe
carvery quickly”

New F3 category
for older machines

British F3 organisershope
toboost grids this year by
attractingolder-speccarsto
anew Cooper Cupclass.

Thenew class, backed by
seriestyre supplier Cooper,
will be open todriversrunning
pre-2008 chassis.

British F3 co-ordinator
Benjamin Franassovicisaid:
“We’vebeen talkingtoteams
about offeringan appealing
solution toteamsand drivers
with older cars and we believe
thisisatempting proposition.

“Itoffers anewlow-costand
rewardingentry pointinto
F3. Wehave a seven-round
calendar and four sets of prize
tyresand anentry discount
for2015as incentives.”

The Cooper Cup will costa
reduced £7000 plus VAT to
enter, with asetof tyresgiven
asprizestothepointsleader
after theround at Silverstone
in May and Brands Hatch in
August. The pointsleader after
Spa-Francorchamps in July
will gettwo sets of tyres.

The class winner will also
receive discounted entry into
the National or top-flight
International classesfor2015.

hasa7.9-litre V8 engine.Rorty...
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I’s an Enigma: US
racer in new F4 deal

EnigmaMotorsport willrun
American Falco Wauer for its
maiden full season in BRDC F4.
The17-year-old, whofinished
16th in last season’s points with
Team KBS, raced for Enigma
during the two-round Winter
Seriesat Snetterton and Brands
Hatch last November, finishing
fourth inthe standings.
“Falcoran well in the Winter
Seriesand after a season of
gettingused to British motor
racingIwould expecthimto
improvethis year,” Enigmaboss
Linton Stutely said. “Last season
hefocused more onhisdriving,
andheisthelastof thelate
brakersso does well at circuits
such as Snetterton. Weare
waitingforthe cartoreturnafter
having winter modifications
fitted and then get out testing.”

Renault racer Stilp
signs with 20Ten

Renault UK Clio Cupracer Jordan
Stilp willreturntothisseason’s
championship with established
squad20Ten Racing.

ThePotterspury-based racer
finished 13th in the serieslast
year and seventh in the Graduate
Cup class with Westbourne
Motorsport. Theformer
Masda MX5 Championship
race winner teams up with
Josh Cook and CraigMilner to
complete the 20Ten Racingline-up
this season.

“Last year was quite tryingfor
me,” Stilp said. “Istarted off quite
well and adapted quickly tothe
front-wheel drive. But from
mid-seasononIhadalotof
problems with the car in general
and the championshipresult
wasn’t whatIwasaimingfor.

“Thave been out testinginthe
new Cliowith 20TenandI've
takentoitextremely well.

“Thenew car feels better todrive
and Ifelt very confident with its
handling. Soitdidn’ttakelongto
put insome good times.”

MONDELLO PARK: MPSC

The Mondello GT class was

well supported but controversy
reigned as Connaire Finn led
early on only tolift, baulking Pat
McBennett's Elise and allowing
his own team-mate, Paul
Monaghan, to blast by the pair
tosnatchthe lead.

Monaghan, returning to the
circuit aftera 20-year gap, made
no mistakes to take a fine win but
Finn's tactics were robust, as he
held back the Elise to take second
place. Inrace two, McBennett got
the head down and got away early,
anincorrect tyre choice slowing
himtowards the end. The Ginetta
duo hauled himin, but arotation
from Monaghan at the last corner
put paid to his challenge and
McBennett took the flag.

Dave O'Brien snatched Touring
Car pole onthelast lap of
qualifying, but Erik Holstein
snatched the lead offthe line
and held on for the win, despite
O'Brien’s best efforts. Race two,
despite areverse grid, was a
carbon copy. Brian Fitzpatrick's
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Plans for thenew Circuit of
Wales motorsport facility in
Blaenau Gwent have hit delays,
withareportrevealingthatthe
track’sdeveloper isasking
forafurther £50 million of
government investment.
Thenew £280 million track is
duetobebuiltat Ebbw Vale,
north of Cardiff. Butthere have
been concernsover thehigh
level of publicfundingrequired
forthe project, which hasbeen
designed in parttobringjobsto
theregion. Construction work

PARSSY SRR T

was slated tobegin in December

buthasyettoget underway.
Areportonthe BBC Wales

show Week In, Week Outfound
thatthefirm behind the plans,

the Heads of the Valleys
Development Company,

hasrequested anadditional £30

million from the Welsh
Government, as well as £20

million from the Treasury, to

underwritethe project. The
Welsh government already

granted £2mback in2012to help
finalise the plansforthetrack.
The development company

believesthenew facility can
generate up to6000jobs once

builtand contribute up to £50m

tothe Welsh economy. Ithas
held talks with anumber of

large motorsport franchises,
including MotoGP, buthas yet to

signadealtohost.
Professor Garel Rhys, the

chair of the Welsh Automotive

—

New track will be built in

P

deprived Ebbw Vale region =

Forum, told the programme:
“Thenumber increases
expectationstoan incredible
heightand youhavetoask
where are those jobsactually
goingtocomefrom?

“Youneed incredible
multiplierstomakethat
happen. I'mnotoptimisticor
pessimistic, I'll simply believe
itwhenIseeit.”

Heads of the Valleys

Development Company CEO
Michael Carrick refused to
disclose the current investment
level, or the investors’ identities,
when asked by the programme.
Hesaid the planshad attracted
thebackingthey needed togo
forwards and the fundingwas
“goingthrough the processes.”

Partof thedelay hasbeen
caused by the plans to build the
track oncommonland. To

common land as a trade-off.

of Walesinreactiontothe
programmeread: “We

have been mindful not to over-
promise onjobestimatesand
thejobs arenot confinedjustto
thecircuit but will spread across
theareaduetorelocation of

A statement from the Circuit

underwritethisdevelopment. %
Thisisanew formof private/
public partnership where the
role of governmentistoenable
and attract private capital.
Investorsare attracted by the
social benefits the track will
offertoone of the mostdeprived
areasof theUK.”

legally dothisthedeveloperhas  automotive industry.
tofind an equalamount of land “Wehave worked hard to
elsewhereandregisteritas secure investment to

otbm

Seat Supercopamatched the
BMWs on lap times, but took too
long forthe tyres to come up to
temperature, by which time they
were gone.

Colm Blackburn qualified on
Formula Vee pole and, when
Kevin Grogan spun out of an early
lead, had it all to himself ahead of
Ger Byrne and Steven Morrin.

Inthe HRCA race, Bernard
Foley's BGT V8 valiantly held off
David Kelly's Crosslé 9S before
succumbing to the lighter machine
mid race. Clive Brandon hung
on forthird.

Ken Fleming's Starlet took the
Future Classichonours, just,
fromrace returnee Brendan
Travers. Both, however, received
penalties for beating the barrier
time and lan Thornton took the win.

Neville Smyth took the winin
FF1600 race one, afteramid-race
stoppage. Inrace two, Stephen
Daly took the honours once early
challenger Sean Doyle went wide
atthe Esses, with Smyth taking
second.

Irish Carrera Cup stalwart Leonard thrilled by Le Mans race outing

Porsche Carrera Cup
stalwart Karl Leonard says
the attraction of racing on
the support package of this
season’s Le Mans 24 Hours
was key toreturning to the
series this year with Team
Parker Racing.

The 37-year-old Irishman
first contested the Carrera
Cup championship in 2008

and has always raced part
campaigns since.

He competed in four races
last year, finishing 11th in the
points. Leonard already has
experience of this year’s new
type-991 GT3 Cup racer after
he took partin last season’s
Porsche Supercup weekend at
Silverstone. He will chase the
Pro-Aml title this year.

“The race supporting the Le
Mans 24 Hoursis a big thing
for me,” he said.

“Having driven the type-991
car at Silverstone I think the
championship will be very
level this year. I hope to get
closer to Michael Meadows.”

Team head Stuart Parker
added: “We’ve got high hopes
for the Pro-Aml1 title.”

MARCH 15/16

LILLIS POUNCES AS RABBITT BLUNDERS J:i=57% < i—

With 56 entries for the first
round of the Patch Tyre
Equipment Fiesta Series, the
action was always going to
be frantic. Junior rallycross
champion Sophie Byrne
qualified on pole for the
qualifying race with novice
John McGovern alongside.
McGovernrocketed off the
line to grab the lead while
Byrne, with conditions now
drier, fell back through the
pack. Northern Irish visitor
Richard Livingston despatched
Byrne with alairy move round
the outside at turn three before
closingin on the leader, and he
took Graeme Colfer with him.
McGovern was incredibly
impressive though and held on,
despite amid-race safety car
intervention, for an impressive
win on his motor racing debut.
In the final, polesitter Liam
Rabbitt, who had not raced for
over 15 years, was still waiting
for the national flag start when
the lights went out and half the
field swamped him into the first

corner. Sean Lillis grabbed
the lead and made good his
getaway, whilst chaos reigned
in his wake. After a hectic first
corner, it was JJ O’Riordan who
emerged in second and he
immediately came under
pressure from 2013 champion
John Denning. Despite contact,
Denning was unable to find
away through and one
almost sensed the relief when
O’Riordan saw his team-mate
Barry Hallion usurp Denning
when yet another physical
attack went awry mid-race.

With Lillis away up the road,
and seemingly able to lap over
asecond alap faster than the
rest, the attention of onlookers
stayed focused on the battle for
second place.

O’Riordan drove superbly
to hang on despite monster
pressure for the duration.

Atthe flag then it was Lillis,
from O’Riordan, Hallion,
Denning, John Boland and
Philip Lawless.

Leo Nulty

Fiestas: 1 John McGovern 11 laps in 15m 14.759s
(49.76mph); 2 Richard Livingstone +1.478s; 3
Graeme Colfer; 4 Brendan Fitzgerald; 5 Pat Boland;
6 David Yamamoto. Fastest lap: Yamamoto Tm
15.089s (55.Timph) Pole position: Sophie Byme.
Starters: 28. Race two: 1 Sean Lillis 12 laps in 15m
26.073s (63.62mph); 2 JJ ORiordan +10.737s;

3 Barry Hallion; 4 John Denning; 5 John Boland;

6 Philip Lawless. FL: Pat Boland 1m 15.697s
(54.6Tmph). PP: Liam Rabbitt. S: 28.

FF1600: 1 Neville Smyth (Ray GRS09) 11 laps

in 10m 49.526s (70.08mph); 2 Niall Murray (Van
Diemen LA10) +10.087s; 3 Andy O'Brien (Swift
8C92); 4 Tom 0'Connor (Van Diemen RF90); 5
Andrew Noble (Van Diemen JLO12K); 6 Ivor Mairs
(Mondiale M84). FL: Murray 57948s (71.41mph)
PP: Murray. S: 9. Race two: 1 Stephen Daly (Ray
GR) 16 laps in 15m 46.373s (69.97mph); 2 Smyth
+2.179s; 3 Murray; 4 Noel Dunne (Van Diemen
RF00); 5 Sean Doyle (Van Diemen RF00); 6 Noble.
FL: Murray 58.230s (71.07mph). PP: Murray. S: .

Formula Vee: 1 Colm Blackbum (Leastone)

10 laps in 13m 22.67s (51.56mph); 2 Ger Byme
(Sheane) +10.727s; 3 Stephen Morrin (Leastone); 4
Anthony Cross (Sheane); 5 Kevin Grogan
(Leastone); 6 Mark Elliott (Leastone). FL: Grogan
1m 11.356s (58.00mph) PP: Blackbum. S: 13.

Irish Touring Cars: 1 Erik Holstein (BMW) 15 laps
in 15m 21.428s (67.37mph); 2 Dave 0'Brien (BMW
EA46) +0.303s; 3 Brian Fitzpatrick (Leon);

4 Robert Savage (Integra); 5 Eoghan Fogarty
(Integra); 6 Jason Hughes (Integra). FL: 0'Brien
59.706s (69.31mph). PP: 0'Brien. Classes: Holstein,
Hughes. S: 10. Race two: 1 Holstein 15 laps in 15m
23.749s (67.20mph); 2 0'Brien +4.254s; 3
Fitzpatrick; 4 Brian Sexton (Altesa); 5 Savage; 6
Fogarty. FL: 0'Brien 59.613s (69.42mph). PP:
Sexton. CW: Holstein, Hughes. S: 10.

GT: 1 Paul Monahan (Ginetta G50) 14 laps in 14m
59.774s (64.39mph); 2 Connaire Finn (G50)
+1.193s; 3 Pat McBennett (Lotus Elise); 4 Bob
Cameron (RT Supercar); 5 Martin Duffy (M3); 6
Stephen Maher (M3). FL: Finn 1m 01.800s
(66.96mph). PP: McBennett. S: 12. Race two: 1
McBennett 15 laps in 15m 15.654s (67.79mph); 2
Monahan +7.843s; 3 Finn; 4 Cameron; 5 Pat
0'Sullivan (311); 6 Maher. FL: Finn 58.958s
(70.19mph). PP: McBennett. S: 12.

Historics: 1 David Kelly (Crossié 9S) 14 laps in
15m 16.32s (63.23mph); 2 Bemard Foley (MGB)
+12.221s; 3 Clive Brandon (Lotus 47); 4 Mark
Russell (Jaguar E-type); 5 Wolfgang Schnittger
(MG Midget); 6 Ed Cassidy (Sunbeam Tiger). FL:
Kelly 1m 02.104s (66.64mph). PP: Foley. S: 10.

Future Classics: 1 lan Thomton (Golf) 8 laps in
9m 24.48s (58.65mph); 2 Barry McHenry (Punto)
+3.315s; 3 Ken Fleming (Starlet); 4 Michael Clune
(205); 5 Aidan Byme (Golf); 6 Gary Graham (205).
FL: Brendan Travers (Punto) 1m 08.921s
(60.04mph). PP: Fleming. S: 14.

} UNDER THE SKIN OF PORSCHE’S NEW LE MANS RACER
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Age: 50 Lives: Suffolk
Co-driver inDavid Kirby’s
Escort Mk1

He firstsawrallying
inAfrica

“lwas always intorallying as | grew
up onthelsle of Man in the days of
Tony Pond. But I was bornin Africa,
sothefirstrally | ever watched was
the Safari. Then we went to Port
Erin onthelsle of Man and | always
wanted to gorallying. | was also into
bikes, but they are crazy”

HestartedinaLada

“We moved to England when | was
17 andfive years later | saw that
Frank Richer at the local garage
was into rallying. Solwanderedin
andtold him | wanted to gorallying
inthe Lada Challenge. He said
‘come back on Monday and we'll
have achat’. Solwentbackand
there was aLadainthe corerand
he told me to get on withit. He'd
boughtme a£50 Lada”

The Ladaledtoastart

in co-driving

“| prepared it all-in for £600 and did
two years of the Lada Challenge in
1985 and'86. From thento the
mid-90s | had various Alfa Romeos
and Escorts and | also did some
co-driving as well. Every time Iran
out of money | went co-driving. |
spent the last four or five seasons
in Belgium doing the Flanders
Challenge ina Citroén Saxo”

He’sintoscubadiving
“I'm amassively keen scuba diver.
Itry and get out to somewhere
warm twice ayear, places like the
Maldives and the Red Sea. | think
that might end up taking over from
rallying. 'm up to 30 years of rallying
and | said to David at the end of last
year that | was stopping. Then we
wonthe class on the Trackrod and |
said ‘one more year'. So this could
bethe lastyear”

He’d love tohavean
Escort Cosworth

“If someone offered me a nice
spec Escort Cosworth foranother
crackin Belgium, | could easily

be persuaded. I've neverdone a
four-wheel-drive turbo. Once I'd
gone to Belgium, it was the only
place | ever wanted to drive. The
atmosphere is fantastic!

He’sinthe taxibusiness

“l own ataxi company and business
is taking up more and more of my
time. That's anotherreason | don't
have my ownrally car. Butldo love
rallying and | love the crack of the
R.A.C. Championship and the
banter between the crews”

., !

Rixon started out in Ladas
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Mikkola won the World
Cup Rally back in 1970

ByPaul Lawrence

Hannu Mikkola and his son
Vesawill be the starentryon
the 2014 Sydney to London
Classic Marathon Rally.

Therallyinglegend will drive
aFord Escort Mk2fromthe
HistoricRally Sportteam on the
event, which begins in Sydney
on April12.

The 1983 World Rally
Champion willhead a select

”‘.

ala

27-car field into the month-long
event with aroute takingin 91
stages in eight countries.
Mikkola, 71,said it could be his
lastmarathon event.

Onthelastmarathonrally to
link Londonand Sydney-run
in2000-Mikkola was co-driven
by hiselder son Juha. Now,
younger son Vesa will partner.
“It will be good to get my father
back where he belongs, behind
the wheel of a Ford Escort

motorsport-news.co.uk MARCH 19 2014 15

‘A strong grid is
expected for FISC.

VSCC’s Spring Start, below

MIKKOLATOENTER
FINAL MARATHON

World champion to compete alongside son from Sydney to London

RS1800anddrivingona
marathon event onceagain,”
said Vesa.

While the cars competing in
thefull eventare now en-route
to Australia, entries are still
beingtaken for the Dunlop
European Trophy, which runs
from AnkaratoLondonand
covers over 700 competitive
milesin 58 special stages.

Startingon April 25, the
Europeanlegfollows the same

route as the full event through
totwodaysonthe Epyntranges
onMay 10/11toprovidethe
sting in the tail before finishing
in London.

Other British entriesforthe
fullevent include Sandy
Dalgarno/Nick Starkey (Ford
Escort)and Porsche911drivers
David Royds and Simon
Connolly. Each of the Porsches
will have different co-drivers for
Australiaand Europe.

Famous Chevron set
for Easter Revival

Theex-Peter Gethin Chevron B24
Formula 5000 will returntoracing
atthe Thruxton Easter Revival
meeting after atwo-yearrebuild.

The car wasbadly damagedina
workshopfirein2012,buthashad
afullrebuild by Vin Malkie’s
team. Masters FIA Historic
Formula One champion Greg
Thornton willdrive itatthe
Hampshiretrack.

In 1973, Gethin famously won
theRace of Championsagainst
the F1 cars with the Chevron.
Now, Thornton will contest the
Derek Bell Trophy races at Easter.

“Thruxton will be there-launch
forthe Chevron,” said Thornton.
“ThelasttimeIwasat Thruxton
aboutfiveyearsagoIwasina
FormulaFord.”

Theformative yearsof the British
Touring Car Championship will
be celebrated with aspecialrace
atthe Donington Historic Festival
onMay3.

TheHistoric Racing Drivers

Clubwill form agrid of selected
cars built between the late 1950s
and early 1960s toreplicatea
British Saloon Car Championship
event, which became the BTCC.

Therace willbe

=
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British saloon car classics to be celebrated

45-minuteslong with a pit stop. It
will cover the era of the Austin
Westminster of Jack Searsand
the Jaguar Mk1 of Tommy
Sopwith, along with Ford
Zephyrs, Austin A40s, Minisand
Jaguar Mk2s.

“We want toillustrate the
championship winnersfrom the
early years as wellasthe

supportingclassacts,” said HRDC
founder Julius Thurgood. Eligible

carsincludetheRiley 1.5, MG
Magnette; Borgward Isabella;

Austin A35, Sunbeam Rapier,
=" FordZodiac, MG 1100; Alfa
Romeo Sprint GT and
GTA,BMW 1800and
Ford Falcon.

Sandy Cooper will
return to the track

A Cooper T59 Formula Junior
racer that was later converted
into a championship-winning
sand racer will be back on
track inits original state in the
hands of new owner John
Hutchison Sr.

The single-seater started life
asaschool car with Tico
Martini at Magny-Cours and
was then used for sand racing
inthe Channel Islands in the
late 1960s with a Daimler V8
engine fitted. It won a titlein
Jersey in 1968 and has not
raced since the 1970s.

“The chassisis being restored
and it will race again,” said
John Hutchison Jr. “It was not
too chopped about when it was
used for sand racing.”

Italian racer Francesco Turatello
planstojoin Historic Formula
Twothis season withan ex-Tim
Schenken Surtees TS15.

Chassis TS15/08 wasraced by
Schenken in 1974 and was then

soldfor use in hillclimbingin
Switzerland, where it contested
around 150 events.
Turatellobought the carabout
20 years ago and hasfinally
decided torestore itforracing

Turatello seeks help from Surtees to rehuild ex-Schenken F2 racer

oncemore. Hehashad helpin the
restoration process from John
Surteesand willrunaBMW M12
engine inthe car. Hehopestojoin
theseriesintimeforthe
double-header at Spa in May:

The TS18 will run this year

DALL THE ACTION FROM THE WEST CORK RALLY
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IN BRIEF

Big classicF1 grid
The FIA Masters Historic Formula
One Championship has attracted
a29-carentry forthe Catalan
ClassicFestival at Barcelonaon
April 4-6. Reigning Post-78
champion Greg Thornton heads
the entryin his ex-Nigel Mansell
Lotus 92/5 against2013 runner-up
lan Simmonds (Tyrrell 012) while
former GP Masters champion
Richard Barber will run his
new-for-2014 Williams FW08C.

R.A.C.coverage

Olly Dickinson has taken over the
production of TV coverage forthe
R.A.C. Rally Championship following
the sad death of David Winstanley.
Dickinson will handle all production and
will present the programmes, while
BTCC commentator David Addison
will return to arallying role to handle the
event narrative.

Canned Heatison
Canned Heat and Bonnie Tyler will
be star attractions on the live
musicstage atthe Silverstone
Classic (July 25-27). Also
performing will be tribute bands to
Aerosmith and the Eagles.

Brooklands 212

The Ferrari 212 F1 raced by Dorino
Serafinito second place at the 1951
Syracuse Grand Prixin Sicily willbe a
star attraction at the ltalian Car Day at
Brooklands on Saturday May 3. The
carfeatures a2500cc V12 engine.

Jones leads Welsh points

Welsh leaders
Aftertwo rounds of the Welsh
Historic Rally Championship,
Triumph TR7 V8 crew Peter Jones
and Graham Joseph hold a narrow
overalllead. Lying second is Ford
Escort Mk1 crew Simon Pickering
and Colin Jenkins. The nine-round
championship continues on Rally
North Wales on 5 April before the
single-venue Lawrence Landfill
Stages atDale in May.

Surtees guests

John Surtees will be the guest of
honour at this year's Donington
Historic Festival. To mark the 50th
anniversary of his 1964 world title with
Ferrari, Surtees will be holding
autograph sessions on Sunday and
Monday (May 4/5). lt will raise funds for
the Henry Surtees Foundation.

Len May

The Formula Junior community is
saddened by the death of New
Zealand driver Len May, who died
while racing his CooperT56 at
Hampton Downs. He appeared to
suffera medical emergency
before hitting the tyre wall.Len
and wife Stephanie survived the
Christchurch earthquake in2011.

VSCC celebration
The VSCC's Silverstone Spring Start
meeting (April 12/13) will again
celebrate the life of pre- and post-war
racing icon George Abecassis. A
strong grid is expected for a 30-minute
FISCAR race for sports and GT cars
from 1946 to 1956, particularly Aston
Martin DB2/3/3S and HWMs.
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By David Evans

Volkswagen’s 2015-spec
PoloRWRCisup and
running and could be
competing before the end
of this season.

The German team islooking
toscale down testing of the
current Polo whileramping
up the mileage on the evolution
of VW’s vastly successful
inaugural World Rally Car.

Volkswagen’s development
of its 2015 car isrestricted by
regulations which state that all
of thetesting of its new Polo
hastofall within the team’s
allocated 42 days of running -
which is why the car could
break cover in sub-World Rally
Championship competition
before the end of the year.

National plans
VW driver Jari-Matti Latvala
said he was keen tobe
competing in the car as soon
aspossible.

“It would be interestingtorun

the car and Iam very eager to
have the chancetodoalittle
nationalrally,” said Latvala.
“We have been talking about
thisand about the possibilities
for which rallies we could do
later this year. For me, doinga
rally isa good test-yourun
different roads and this is really
important. On the test yougo
up and down the same piece of
road, youlearnthe stageand
you could end up going alittle
bit the wrong way with the set-
up. You definitely learn more
onarally. We don’t know which
rallies, but the thinking is for
one gravel event and one
asphaltevent.”

VW technical chief Francois-
Xavier Demaison added:
“Competing on smaller rallies—
if we can find some where we
don’t have to have the car
homologated —~would not be
part of the 42 days testing,
which would help us.”

Hyundai rivalry
Volkswagen’s new Polo R WRC

ispartof the existing
homologation family —unlike
Hyundai’s 2015-specification
i20 WRC, which is a brand new
car and can be tested without
restriction ahead of itsdebut
nextseason.

Demaison admitted the
Korean firm’s strong start to
the season had pushed him and
the Hannover team even harder.

Talking about Hyundai,
Demaison said: “From what
they have done in six months,
they have made a good car. I
have been impressed with what
they have done in quite a short
time. So, if they have another
year to work, then we have to
beready. This was our first
version of the Polo, we just want
toimprove it. We have already
made some work on the new
car, but don’t forget, what will
bethe’15car was going to be the
’14 car before the specification
of the carsforthis year was
frozen. So we had already begun
with someideas.”

Demaison wouldn’t be drawn

onthe precise nature of the
changes he would be making
tothe new Polo, but admitted
the car would include some
external changes.

“From the outside,” he said,
“you will see a small difference.
There is always something to
improve, I'm always not happy
with something. Look at our
rear wing: it’s the wing from
the [Peugeot] 206 WRC!”

The specification for the
current PoloR WRC islargely
setfor therest of the season,
with the teams only permitted
one homologation joker on
the chassisand engine this
year-which is why Demaison’s
keento start testingthe new car
soon. “We planto do40 per
cent of our testing with this
[current] car,” hesaid, “and the
rest of the time on the ’15 Polo.
We hope to reduce testing on the
"14 car and concentrate on next
year as the season goes on. The
new homologations will come
for January, the [2015] Poloisan
evolution, it’snot arevolution.”

Classified advertising: 0208 267 5355

Upgraded caricould appear;innational events'asiGerman firm'rampsup development;

Technical chiefs push for gearhox rule

Onebigchange Volkswagen
ispushingfor on its 2015 Polo
RWRCisthereintroduction
of apaddleshift gear change.

VW lobbied the WRC
Commissionmeetingin
Parislast week topushfora
regulation change in time for
nextseason. Volkswagen’s
technical manager Francois-
Xavier Demaison said the
change was being pushed by
the German manufacturer’s
marketingdepartment.

“We push for thisbecause
allof our carsaresold
with DSG gearbox,” said
Demaison. “On pretty much

allof Volkswagen’sroad cars,

you have the option to shift
the gears from the steering
wheel, but not in the World
Rally Championship.”
Demaison added that
dispensation for Robert
Kubicatorunapaddleshift
onhisFord FiestaRS WRC
caused further confusion,

VW PoloRhasastick sluft

but was clearhe wasn’t
questioning Kubica’s use of
the system. “We know that he
getsnoadvantage [Kubica’s
gearshiftisslowed tothe same
speed asamanual shift], but
itdoesn’t help when our
marketingmen say: ‘Butone
carhasit...’,” said Demaison.

“We have the hydraulic
systems in the car, so the cost
wouldnotbealot.”

The Commission meeting
soughtclarification on details
of the paddleshift, butitis
widely expected tobe
granted for 2015.

PNEW CAR: PEUGEOT 208 T16 BREAKS COVER ON ITALIAN TARMAC
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VIEW FROM THE WORLD STAGE

JERRY
WILLIAMS

“Ostberg and
Meeke can stop'

‘British Hillclimbing
may get new venues’

Closed road consultation, p32

Photos: mcklein

IDENT: SERIES
T.REINVENT ITSELF

faw‘*

World Rally Championship
Commission president Carlos
Barbosa has spoken exclusively
with Motorsport News about his
plansforthe future of the series
and theneed forthe WRC to
reinvent itself.

Former Rally of Portugal
chief Barbosahastold MNof
hisconcernsforthe WRCand
specifically the difficulties
individual events arefacing.

“Inthe championship, we
must think aboutthings,” he
said. “We have many rally
organisersfacing problems
with the costs of the sport.It’s
notlike before. Iremember
when we had eight daysfor the
Rally of Portugal -wehad
money coming from Port wine,
TAP [Portugal’snational
airline] and the municipalities.
Butnow the sponsorship has
been cut by 50 per cent and this
issomething we have to think
about for the format.”

Rally format

“Iprefer atwo-day format. This
coststhe organiserless money
and it’seasierforthefansto
follow. Many say the opposite,
they sayrallyingisabout
adventure—-we can discussthis
now and see what is possible to

makeintwo daysandfourdays.”

Barbosa accepted that certain
events—such asBritain’sown
Rally GB-were contracted tobe

fo CHINA RALLY
‘Eﬁw DEETIN1997

China Rally was costly

l

competing ina country for four
days, butadded that there were
waysaround such deals. He
said: “Whenthis contract is
madetheorganisers cansay:
‘Givemeless money and we will
staylessdays.’ Thismeansless
costtotheorganiserfora
smaller rally that’s better for
thefans. Weneed arethink, the
WRCneedstoreinvent itself.”

Going further
Barbosaadded thathe wasn’t
againstendurance-style events,
butsaid they were morelikely
outside of Europe.

“It’'seasiertofind theroads
outside of Europe,” hesaid.
“And theformat of rallies we
have depends on the country we
are in. We can’thave the same
format in all countries; each
rally can be different with one
having 1000 kilometres [620
miles] of competitionandone
withlessthan350[217 miles].”

Onthe potential for
furthering FIA president Jean
Todt’s stated aim tobringmore
longhaul rallies to the calendar,
Barbosasaid: “People talk
about China and Braziland we
cangothere—-but whohasthe
money to? Look at Mexico:
there were 34 cars, butonthe
nextround in Portugal already
there are 85because people can
afford to goto Portugal.

“We canfind somemore [long-
haul] rallies, but weneed tofind
people who canrunthem. We
havetofind candidaterallies,
butarethere the people to

. organisethem? Sometimes

some peoplesay: ‘Wehavea

| [FIA]Regional eventand we

wanttomakea WRCround...’
butit’salmost impossible for

them tomake the stepto WRC
from their Regional round.”

Who are you?
AswellasrunningRally of
Portugal, Barbosa isalsothe
chairman of Pagosde Ferreira,
afirstdivision football club in
hishomeland, and is well aware
of theneed todevelop the
personalitiesof drivers.
“It’ssoimportant that the
public gettomeetthe drivers,”
hesaid. “If yougotothefootball
then you will always know the
face of Ronaldo. If yougoto
basketball, you know the face of
the NBA.But inoursport, inthe
carthey arealways wearing the
helmet and so the people know
thenameand the carand the
number-butnottheface.It’s
very important thatall rally
organisersmakethe chanceto
getfansclosetothedrivers.”

Bring out the best
Another concernfor Barbosais
thelowlevel of World Rally Car
entriesmostralliesreceive.
Onesolution istobringback
World Rally Cars which are now
outof homologationtorunat
theback of thefield—inmuch
the same way certain WRC
roundsrunanational event.
“Therearemany World Rally
Carsingarages,” said Barbosa,
“wemustimprove therules—
because weare makingrallies
for between eightand ten cars.
Peoplelike these carsand they
like to watch them, but we must
think about how importantthe
privateers are and we must
allow them tobringback
the World Rally Carsfrom
thegarages.”
Specialfeature: p26

So, two-day
rallies then.
Unless
they're four
dayslong.
Orthree.

Event organisers in the World
Rally Championship are feeling
more than alittle confused. The
WRC Promoteris telling them
they have to start Thursday and
finish on Sunday, butthe WRC
Commission president Carlos
Barbosais putting his weight
behind atwo-day format.

Forthose running rallies, this
kind of mixed-message is not
helpful —are event's supposed to
align themselves with the
commercial or sporting sides?

Ifear we're becoming way too
wrapped up in the formula.
Personally, | think Barbosa's
absolutely right for European
rounds of the championship. A
two-day format is the best option
—andtwodaysdoesn't
necessarily mean an easy ride.
The Ypres Rally starts on Friday
evening, and finishes on Saturday
night: a 210-mile competitive
route done inaround 30 hours.

While I fully understand the
potentially habit-forming benefits
of universal timetabling in terms of
television consumption, lwonder
if we might be putting the cart
before the horse. Wouldn't it be
better to give freerreign to the
rallies, allow them to develop and
build in their own markets via
whatever kind of itinerary works
forthem?

Once events are developed, the
WRC Promoterwould find much
stronger foundations from which
to build. David Evans

R

says...

a VW walkover”
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owho gets myvote as the bravest
man inthe WRC thisyear? Well,
i’'s notadriver or co-driver, that’s
forsure.

No, it's Citroén team boss Yves
Matton. Last year he was faced
with a pairing that just wasn't working in the
manner to which Citroén had become
accustomed in the super-successful Loeb era.

Although Mikko Hirvonen was consistent, he
and Dani Sordo took only
two wins between themin
two years. Third and fourth
inthe drivers' pointsand a
vanishingly distant second
inthe manufacturers’is not
good forthe Frenchteam.

Matton tried to entice
Thierry Neuville back, A
when that failed he took a
deep plunge, clearingout 8 f»’
and hiring Kris Meekeand [z} : ;
Mads QDstberg. ELEEE R

It hasn't quite worked yet but it's on the way.
They're afascinating pairing; both quick.

Meeke, at 34, has alonger catalogue of
experience but lessimmediate knowledge of
WRC events. Dstberg, 26, has much more
recent running at the highest level but is only
now becoming the finished article.

Sofarthey've each racked up one third place
plus several shunts. But | believe that both
have the potential to win this year.

Meeke, especially, is in the classroom for the
first third of the year. Yet after that Monte Carlo
third place he ran easily in the Swedish top six
and in Mexico he was fourth before an unlucky
hit on stage eight. As for his second shunt, he
was first on the road — a late decision that
reportedly left co-driver Paul Nagle mighty
annoyed —and whoever was in that position
would have met the same rock. Live TV
showed it plainly on the line.

Ostberg's the same: Don't forget he held off
arampant Ogier for four stages on Mexico day
one. That takes speed, guts and precision.

Theirteam chief remains properly
supportive, saying in Mexico: “We knew our
crews were relatively inexperienced. We've
probably paid the price for that today but that
takes nothing away from their potential. Once
again Mads showed that he was capable of
matching the best drivers. Asregards Kris,
obviously it was tough for him competingin
such adifficult rally for the first time”

As he maintains, neither was hired for just
2014. And | reckon things are going a lot
betterthan it might seem.

I've no doubt that Meeke and Dstberg are
the two most likely to stand in the way ofa VW
walkover this season. Just watch out for
Meekanen after Argentina, when he's on
rallies he knows better.

Mind you they're both fortunate that the
admirable Matton is, in fact, a Belgian. A
French-born boss would never have got away
with hiring them!

/
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Massive thanks go to;

Baker and Derulo from DVM Motorsport,
Martin at Harry Hockly Motorsport,
Mike at Noble Motorsport,
Dukeries MC for a great event!

Interested in sponsoring us?

For more info please contact tom_walster @hotmail.com

SHEFEIELD =y £3-
ROLLING ROAD &=

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Ben|Cressey/andiTom|Murph

for coming 3rd in the Flying Fortress Stages
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Thanks to Dukeries Motor Club

iTel:(01,14/332(0,154
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JPRING START
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NATIONAL CIRCUIT
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CELEBRATING
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ANNIVERSARY RACE

PRE-WAR AND HISTORIC RACING

AND SPORTS-CARS, 1950s SPORTS CARS,
HGPCA GRAND PRIX CARS,

FORMULA JUNIOR AND F3 (500) RACING CARS,
ASTON MARTINS AND MORE

GENERAL PUBLIC
£12 EACH DAY IN ADVANCE
£15 ON THE DAY

BOOK AT silverstone.co.uk
OR CALL 0844 3750740

Phato: Mark Ballard  Graphics: Siver Fox Craative

VSCC MEMBERS
£10 EACH DAY IN ADVANCE
£15 ON THE DAY

BOOK AT vscc.co.uk
OR CALL 01608 644999

CHILDREN UNDER 16 FREE!

FREE PADDOCK
AND INFIELD ACCESS

TRADE STANDS

The Vintage Sporis-Car Club
The Old Post Office West Street Chipping Norton Oxfordshire OX7 SEL
e info@vsce.co.uk t 01608 644777

Bon hamsE RoutenChaplin@l}
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Speciallivery for 50th Fiesta

M-Sport celebrates
the 50th Fiesta RS

M-Sport celebrated the delivery
of its 50th FiestaR5witha
speciallivery for Rashid Al
Ketbi’scar.

Despite the car only being
homologated nine months ago,
M-Sport has struggled to keep up
with demand for the R5 with the
67th deposit already taken. On
top of that, seven R5+ cars have
alsobeen sold.

“It’sincredible,” said M-Sport
managing director Malcolm
Wilson. “I’'m delighted for
everybody in the team - we’ve all
worked very hard for this. What
wasreally pleasing was the
number of orders we’d taken
before the car even turned a
wheel -that was customers
showingreal faith in us. But
now, to get past 50 and now
looking towards 70 is fantastic.”

Initsnine months, the Fiesta
R5has won ten rallies outright,
27 class wins and two WRC2
victories. Cars have been
delivered to 21 countries.

New running order
rules from Portugal

Driversreturningto gravel
rounds of the WRCwillrunatthe
front of thefield followinga
decisiontaken atlast week’s WRC
Commission meeting.

Hyundaidriver Chris Atkinson
wasamong those criticisingthe
new runningorder format
introduced for this year, with the
Australian forced to sweepthe
Rally Mexicoroad clean for those
drivers who had retired fromthe
previouslegandreturned under
Rally 2regulations.

MN’s sources say the decision
hasbeentakentoaltertherulesin
timefor Rally Portugal, with
retired crews comingback and
openingtheroad. The only
potential problem with thisrule
change-which isstillbeing
worked on, accordingtothe teams
—isthepotential affect onlive
television stages.

Theteam sourcesaid: “If we
have thedrivers runningunder
SupeRally at the front, do we cover
themonlive TV if weonly havea
limited time? We could end up
with asituation where we show
the SupeRally driver, but not the
leader. We don’t want to play
around with the powerstage order
toomuch asthis could potentially
hand one team anadvantage
resultingin more points.”

By David Evans

happy. Given that we only

Paolo Andreucci says heis

happy with the pace

Peugeot’s all-new208T16

showed to finish third on
lastweekend’s Rally Il
Cioccoin Italy.

The R5-spec car broke

competitive cover followinglate

homologation dramas, and
posted four fastest timeson its
wastoapodium in Tuscany.
PeugeotItaly driver
Andreuccisaid: “I'mvery

Kankkunen:onelegend entry

picked up the car on Tuesday
morning, I’d say thattocome
thirdjustafewdayslaterisa
greatachievement. The only
objective that we set ourselves
wastoconcentrateon
reliability and adapt ourselves
aswell as possibletothecar,
rather than golookingfor pure
performance.I’d say that we’ve
succeeded, kilometre by
kilometre and stage by stage.”
Andreucciadded that
changesmadetothecarduring
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FLYING START FOR
PEUGEOT 208116

Paolo Andreuccl takes podlum place In new R3 rally machine

theevent helped bringmore
speed from the T16: “On the first
day, after midday service, we
made changestotheset-upand
managedtowinastageatthe
end of theday.

“Then, onthe second day; it
goteven better: three stage wins
outof apossible four. The next
few weeks are goingtobe very
useful tounderstand the car
betterand adaptittothe
specificrequirements of Italian
ralliesand Pirelli tyres, which
onceagain showed themselves

The new 208 T16 scored a
podium on Rally Il Ciocco

tobe very effective inall the
conditions we encountered.”

Peugeot Sport director Bruno
Faminsaid: “Itisagoodresult.
Firstrace and thefirst podium.
Theltalian team (Racing Lions)
discovered the car. They didn’t
have technical problemsand it
isnoteasytolearneverything,
sowearehappy. Itisagood
thingforthefuture.”

The car’snextscheduled
outing will be its gravel debut
onthe AcropolisRally, in the
handsof Irishman CraigBreen.

World rally legends to take on modern heroes in Finland shoot-out

Markku Alén will lead an old boys
returntorallying in July when
his Legends team take on four of
the WRC’sfastest current drivers
onthestreets of Helsinki.

Rally Finland organisers are
stagingthe Battle of Helsinkion
Saturday, July 26 toraise
awareness of the WRCround
which follows a week later in the
woods tothenorth of the capital.

The Legends are made up of
Alén, Marcus Grénholm, Tommi
Maikinen and Juha Kankkunen,
whohold ten world titles and 96

rally wins among them. They will
face Jari-Matti Latvala, Sébastien
Ogier, Thierry Neuvilleand Mads
@stberg, all of whom will drive
their regular World Rally Cars.
The modern-day drivers have one
title and 27 wins between them.
TheLegends will share their
rivals’cars.

Theeventisbeingrunto
commemorate 20 years of Neste
Oil sponsorship of therally once
known asthe 1000 Lakes.

Neste Oils Sirpa Tuomi said: “It
hasbeenfantastictoseethe great

reception theevent hasreceived
fromboth today’sleadingrally
teamsand thelegendary drivers
whohaveagreed totakepart. The
cityauthorities arealso excited,
and they have offered usa unique
locationtostageit.”

Rally Finland CEO Tiina
Lehmomenadded: “Thisisa
great way to open therally week,
which peaks with the world
championshiprally in Jyviskyla.
Itshows off top-linerally
competition inaninterestingand
compactenvironment to people.”
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Ingram makes late
entry into 208 Cup

ChrisIngrammadeasurprise
appearance onlast weekend’s
Rallyle Touquet in France,
driving in the Peugeot 208 Cup.

The19-year-olddidn’ttestand
wasrunning with anew co-driver
in Frenchman Gabin Moreau.
Ingram’shopes of atop-fivefinish
were ended when herolled out of
fifth on the seventh stage.

Despite that he still posted his
firstfastest class time on the final
stage and finished sixth overall.

Ingram, whois contesting this
year’s FIA ERC Junior
Championship, said: “Thedeal
wasreally last-minute, but we’re
hopingtodothenextround-
Terrede Causses—aswell. Apart
from theroll, therally was great
and it wasreally good to work
with Gabin for thefirsttime.”

Brit Neil Simpson won the S2000
classinhis Skoda Fabia, taking
seventh overall on hisfirst
pacenoteeventin 12 years. Julian
Maurin won the event ina Ford
FiestaRS WRC.
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Ingramimpressedin 208 Cup

Korhonen warms
up for ERC debut

MSA British Rally champion
Jukka Korhonen finished 12th
overall on last weekend’s Rally
LeTouquetashepracticed for
theupcoming ERC season.

The Finn wasdrivingthe
Autosport Technology-run
Citroén DS3R3 thathe used to
winthe British titlelast year.
Theteam willrunhimona
part-campaign inthe
European series.

“It’sbeen awhilesinceI've
been in the car, Rally GB was
thelastrally wedid,” said
Korhonen. “Le Tourquet was
like a pre-season testforusand
we’ll start our season proper
onthe Circuitof Ireland. This
year isabout experience, we're
doingmore Tarmacrounds
andonegravel eventinthe
ERC. We wanttogain
experience but we wantto get
results. Tarmac isthe surface
thatIwanttolearn.”

Lastweekend’sevent was the
fifth Tarmacrally Korhonen
hascompeted on. Heand
co-driver Marko Salminen
may enter a Tarmacround of
the MSA British Rally
Championshiplaterinthe
yearfor extramileage.

O Insurance


http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

20 MARCH 19 2014 motorsport-news.co.uk

» A

|

Horiba fills up

The Horiba D’Isis Stages is just
about full. The MIRA proving
ground event runs on Saturday
April 26. It will consist of more
than 60 miles and eight stages
with no laps and no split or merge
junctions. The Quinton Motor
Clubis keen to build areserve
entry list ahead of the rally.
Visit disis-stages.org.uk.

Ross Endurance
Regulations for the Ross Endurance
Road Rally are now available. The
event takes place on April 26/27 and
has a 240-mile route. There are 45
miles of selectifs with 125 miles on
public roads. The Saturday morning
start is at the Ross Auction Centre
near Ross-on-Wye. Visit
rossmotorsports.co.uk for details.

Circuit of Kerry
Alarge number of overseas
crews have shown aninterestin
the Fel's Point Hotel Circuit of
Kerry, which is the second round
of the Dunlop National Rally
Championship. The 87-mile
eventwill run on April 6 and the
entry fee is 499 euros (£335).
Defending National champion
Declan Boyle has entered.

Pirelli star practice
Pirelli Star driver Dan McKenna,

who will drive a Citroén DS3R3in
this year's MSA British Rally
Championship, will tackle the Midland
Moto Stages ina Ford Escort Mk2 on
March 31. The rally will be based in
Roscommon TowninIreland and it
willinclude a shakedown stage.

Somerset ready
Burnham-on-Sea and Minehead
Motor Clubs have received over
50 entries for the Betta Somerset
Stages. Therally is the third in
the REIS BTRDA Rally Series
and runs on April 12. Among the
confirmed entries is Ford Focus
WRCdriver Steve Petch and
Mitsubishi Lancer E9 driver
Luke Francis.

Plains entry open
Entries for the fourth round of the
REIS BTRDA Rally Series, the
Plains Rally, are open. The May 17
event will follow a similar route to
recent years. Clerk of the course
Graham Raeburn said: “Our big
change for this year's event is
returning to Dolgellau for the
service area and including a stage
in Pantperthog again”

Clubman rally

The Pirelli Richard Burns
Foundation Rally will include
aclubman option thisyear.

A National B event will runon
Saturday May 3 in the Kielder
forest. Entry to the 27 stage mile
rally costs £299. A Sunday run
will take place over 32 miles and
will cost £359. Competitors can
enter both events for £559.
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Armstrong is aiming for a
change of luck in Jedburgh

ByJames Bolton

B

=

Scottish driver Jock

Armstrongis aiming to

bounce back from a run of

- badluckontheBrickand

. Steel Border Counties
Rally this weekend.

The Subaru Impreza driver
isontheback footinthe ARR
Craib MSA Scottish Rally
Championship chase, having
retired from the Snowman

—
R S—————

Rally season-opener last
month. Armstrong wants to
score well on Saturday’s
Jedburgh-based rally, but that
willrequire a change in form.
“I'veretired on the Border
Counties for the past three
seasons,” said Armstrong.
“Ihad anaccident on thefirst
stagelast yearand,asIwas
recovering, I got my wheels
stuckonaculvert.Iwas
watchingthe DVD of the

ARMSTRONGAIMS
FORBORDERS PUSH

Scottish charger wants to bounce hack from Snowman retirement

stages for this weekend and I
realised I didn’t know any of
them. ButI'm still confident
we’lldo well.”

The Snowman Rally was
Armstrong’s first with Paula
Swinscoe. “On thefirst stage
we were competitive and we
didn’t do any daft manoeuvres
butIfelt somethingnot quite
rightattheback,” hesaid.
“Outof servicetherear
differential was clunkingand

Down Ampney faces
a final showdown

Theorganisersof the Corinium
Stagessay thisislikely tobethe
final year the event runsat Down
Ampney in Gloucester.

The venue isowned by the
Co-operative Group, which is
planningtoputabiodigester at
thesite. “We’vehad a good entry
fortherally,” said clerk of the
course Dave Boden. “We don’t
know much about the Co-op’s
plans. We thought we’dlose the
venuethisyearduetothe
biodigester. That won’t happen
until July and all threerallies that
takeplaceat the venuearedueto
runbefore then. We’ve been on the
look out for alternative venues.”

The Corinium Stagesrunson
Saturday May 3. Regulationsare
availableat cirencestercarclub.
com. The EMCOS clubhas
confirmed its Red Dragon IT
Stages, whichrunsat Down
Ampney on May 24, will be the
finalrally torun at the venue.

Cole’s co-driver’s joy
at first Epynt triumph

REISMSA AsphaltRally
champion Damian Cole’snew
co-driver says winning the Tour
of Epynt wasadreamstart.

Ford Focus WRCdriver Coleand
Elliot Edmondson won the event
by onesecond. “It was close,” said
Edmondson. “We knew the score
goingintothelaststageand we
decided togoashardas we could.
There wasno other way around it.

“Itwas Damian’sfifth Epynt win
and my first. Hesaid at theend of
lastyearthathe’d hadfive co-
driverslast season and he wanted
torun with justonethisyear
because hefelt it would make him

it wasn’teven switched on.
Onthestartline it broke. If
the car’s goingto break down
I’dratheritdiditearly. -
“Ilike the Border Counties,
thestagesaregood todrivebut
therearefrustrating chicanes.
After you’ve had anon-finish,
you’re always on the back foot
so we’ll be pushingon. There’s
acouple of quick guysbutthat 4
makes iteven more satisfying

N

Butler has bought the ex-Hugh Hunter car for Aspht outi

Butler gains confidence with Fecus mileage

Ford Focus WRC driver Graham
Butlersayshe’sbeginningto
gain confidence in the ex-Hugh
Hunterrally car.

Butler bought the Focus in May
lastyear but suffered a string of
retirements. That costhim seat
time in the complex machine.

“It’sbeen good to get milesin the
caronrecentrallies,” said Butler.
“Ionly did a couple of eventslast
year but we’ve done Roskirk and

the Tour of Epyntalready. The
problemIhave atthe momentis
thatIkeepstalling. Ineed to get
myself intothestartsandI've
had the clutchre-shimmed to
help. The car isbrilliant though.
Butler, who’s co-driven by
Walter Ainsworth, has signed up
forthe REIS MSA Asphalt Rally
Championship. He’salso hoping
todoanotherevent on the Epynt
Ranges and arally at Otterburn.

»
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Presenter search for
top UK rallying show

The producers of the Special
Stagerally TV show are searching
foranew presenter.

The series has expanded with
theaddition of the Special Stage
Extraprogramme. Around 50
shows will be produced this year
and shown on MotorsTV.

“Special Stageisoneof the
highest profile motorsport TV
brandsinthe UK,” said presenter
Paul Woodford. “We’ve managed
tobuild that by havinga close
team of rally fanatics. We’re
looking for someonetofitinas
partof thatteam.”

Thenew presenter will take on
achampionship and will start
by co-presentingat Rallyday at
Castle Combe on September 20.
Auditions willbe held later in the
year. Toregister interest email
mail@specialstage.co.uk.

when youwin.” quicker. Hopefully we’ll have alot
moresuccess.”
The Asphaltseries continues
with the Manx National in May.
New Malcolm Wilson
route Is a success
Organisers of the Malcolm

Wilson Rally say that thenew
route adopted for this year was
asuccess.

The Cumbrian event was
affected by therecentlarch
disease outbreak and that

Route pleased i’ally entrants

prompted a wide-ranging

revision totheroute compared

toprevious years. yearsthat we’d like to use sowe
“Thinkingaboutnext year, hopethat will be possible.”

itreally dependson thelarch
disease,” said clerk of the course
Kevin Savage. “They are
harvesting affected cropsand
while that will be complete, the
route we choose depends if they
havetoharvestotherareas.
Sowe’reinthe handsof the
disease. There’sastage that
we’venot used for nearly 20

Savage added thatfinishing
therally at Rheged, rather than
Cockermouth, also seemed to go
down well with competitors:
“Itwasabetterplacetodothe
presentations and peopleare
half anhour closertothe
motorway. We’ll take some
feedback and see what the
competitorsthink.”
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Middleton will rebuild his
Hyundai Coupé Kit Car

0

Former REIS BTRDA Gold
Star champion Graham
Middleton is planning a
returnto the championship.
The Llandrindod Wells
driver took the title in 2004 in
his Hyundai Accent WRC. He
is currently evaluating cars.
“I’ll geta World Rally Car or
afour-wheel-drive kit car,”

said Middleton. “Idefinitely

want to get out on gravel again.

It will be abitlater in the year
becauseI’'m busy doingdriver
training at the moment.

If Icanfind therightcarI’ll
definitely do a couple of
BTRDA rounds. There’salot
of Super 2000 cars available at
sensible money.”

‘This is a pivotal

time for the WRC”’

WRC analysis, p26

Photo: Kevin Money

Middleton is the only man to
win the ‘triple crown’ of
BTRDA titles, winning the
Silver Star in 2007 and the 1400
title in 2009. He still competes
occasionally in his Hyundai
CoupéKit Car, which heis
aimingtorebuild: “It still has
theoriginal dampers and it’s
16-years-old. We want to put

up-to-date damperson itand
I’'mlooking forward to seeing
how it goes after that. I've got
allthe parts. Imay take the car
to Ireland when it’s complete.”

Middleton coaches drivers
around the world. “I’ll be back
into the Asia Pacificregion
soontodomoretraining,” he
said. “It’sgood fun.”

Irish Tarmac driver
takes to the woods

Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship driver
Donagh Kelly says will enter
atleast one forest rally before
the end of the season in his
SubaruImpreza WRC.

The car, which formerly
belonged to Lurgan Park
Rally winner Kevin Lynch, is
beingrebuilt and work on it
should be finished before the
summer. Kelly may enter the
car into the Lakeland Stages.

“WhenIwasdoingthe
Northern Ireland Rally
ChampionshipIalways
seemed to do well in the
Mitsubishi, especially
against those in World Rally
Cars,” said the Donegal man.
“Ialwaysfancied gettinga
car for the woods. One we
have finished everything on
the Impreza P2000 we will
definitely enter one gravel
rally. The car hasn’t been
rallied in quite some time.
The engine and gearbox are
still beinglooked at but it
should go well in the woods.”

Kelly, who drives a Ford
Focus WRC in the ITRC, said
he could also tackle April’s
Circuit of Ireland.

Whittock guided Camp to a victory on South Western Classic
Devon co-driver shows promise on Enduro

Devon co-driver Ross
Whittock is maturing into a
skilled rally navigator,
according to his father.

Whittock won the South
Western Classic Endurance
Rally in an MG ZR alongside
Freddy Camp recently.

“He has a cool head and that
counted for alot on the South
Western because the route

was 400 miles long,” said
Ross’s father Dave, who used
tonavigate for Per EKlund.
“He was second in class on the
Wyedean Rally in February,
which was his first stage rally,
and this shows he’s good on
both notes and maps.”

Whittock Jr will navigate
Philip Harris on the Somerset
Stages next month.

Moffett won’t commit to full title defence

Dunlop National Rally Group N
champion Josh Moffett says that
he won’t commit to the full

year, despite winning the season-
opening Mayo Stages.

Moffett and co-driver John
Rowan recovered from an early
spin totake maximum points
after Josh’s brother Sam
retired on thefifth stage with
enginetrouble.

“We have signed up for the
championship butright now we
are goingtotake itround by
round,” said Rowan. “If wearein
contention at the half-way point
then we will continue. A winin
Mayo was the perfect way to start
the National championshipsoit
looks asthough we will be
headingtothesecondround, the
Circuit of Kerry,nextmonth.”

Fan friendly changes

to Oulton Park rally

Organisers of the Neil Howard

Stages arerevamping the Oulton

Park circuit-based rally.

The event willrunon
November 8 this year and plans
are being made to make it better
for spectators and competitors.

“We’ve got an additional two
spectator super special stages,
called the Graham Coffey Super
Specials,” said Bolton-le-Moors
Car Club’s Christopher
Beamish. “Those stages will be
around 1.2-miles inlength each
and one will be at night. That’ll
enhance the fan experience.

“The circuit operators have
restored the original line of the
track, which goes alongside the
lake. We’ll use thistoopenupa
greater variation of stagesand
include a water splash.”

The changes mean a route of
ten stages and around 50-55
miles will make up therally at
the Cheshire venue. Last year’s
event had eight stages that
totalled 47 miles. It was won by
Graham Coffey, whose legal
firm will back this year’srally.

Rally organisersadded that
akey partof the improved
spectator experience will be the
inclusion of afairand, atthe
conclusion of therally,alarge
firework display.
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REVELLING IN HISTORIC RALLYING

PAUL

‘“Two classic
events clearly
hit the spot”

he three orfourweeks running
uptoarallyis anervoustime
fororganisers these days and
overthe opening weeks of
2014 astory has been
unfolding that will not help
organisers of gravel rallies rest easy at night.

The harsh facts are that entries on gravel rallies are
generally down. By ten per centand more in some
cases and that's a tough outlook for this time of the
year, for entry levels traditionally drop away as the
season develops.

Speak to any event organiser and they will tell you
that the entry level is everything. Ten cars under
break-even is amassive financial blow to the
organising club, while five cars over break-even
means happy days all round. With break-even levels
running at up to 100 cars, the traditional late rush of
entries in the final two weeks makes for a nervous
build up to the rally for the organising club.

Various reasons can be put forward for these tricky
times. For sure, the new seat regulations have
deterred some people from competing over the
early seasonrallies. Entry fees thatin some cases
break the £600-mark for one day of gravel rallying
have made it harder for the lower budget runners.

Butitis not all doom and gloom, as some events
have done well. It's all down to factors like an event's
reputation, quality of stages, perceived value for
money and championship line-up. All these factors
impact directly on the bottom line for hard-pressed
organisers. Interestingly, sealed-surface rallying
seems to be doing rather better, with some events
filling almost instantly.

Take alook at the wider sport, and there are some
very different scenarios being played out and two
classic events stand out as clearly hitting the spotin
terms of competitor response.

Ina couple of weeks, Philip Young's Endurance
Rally Association will run the sixth Flying Scotsman,
athree-day challenge for pre-war cars running from
the Midlands to Scotland. The 100 available entries
were snapped up months ago and there is a waiting
list of hopefuls. Further ahead is the Rally of the
Tests, which runs between Buxton and Bristol in
October. With eight months to go, the entry list
stands at 88 cars. With only 90 places available, it
will probably be full by the time you read this.

An organiser of a gravel rally would give anything
forafull entry these days, and to have the entry full
many months before the rally is the stuff of fantasy.
Yet, it does happen in the sport if the event is right
and people really wantto do it.

Let's hope that gravel rallying will soon return to
rude health, not least for the good health of the
hard-working event organisers.

 /
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INSIGHT: PORSCHE'’S RETURN

Thefamous German manufacturer is returning toLa Sarthe

HOW IT WORKS

Work on the 919 started at
the end of the 2011 season

- i

T »

Porsche 919
Hybrid
Monocoque:
composite fibre
construction with
honeycomb aluminium
core

Batteries: Lithium-
ion batteries
Engine: two-litre
90degree V4 with
turbocharger
Engine Power:
More than 500bhp
Engine Generator
Unit: on frontaxle
(generates more than
250bhp)

Drive: Rear-wheel
drive, four-wheel drive
viafrontaxle KERS
Fueltank:66.9 litres

Transmission:
hydraulically activated
sequential seven-
speed

Chassis: Frontand
rear multi-link pushrod
independent wheel
suspension

Brakes: hydraulic
dual-circuit brake
system, internally
ventilated carbonfibre
rear and front brake
discs

Tyres: Michelin
radials, frontand rear
six: 360/710-18
Minimum
weight: 870kg
Height: 1050mm
Width: 1900mm
Length: 4650mm

BYJAMES ATTWOOD
EDITOR

omplicated. That’s
the word that keeps
comingupin
discussionsabout
thenew Porsche 919
Hybrid sportscar.
The Stuttgartfirm
describesitsnew LMP1 machineasthe
most complexracecar ithaseverbuilt. It’s
hard toargue with that: Innovative new
rules introduced for sportscar prototypes
this year put the focus on maximising
efficiency, on extractingthe maximum

possible performance from a finite resource.

Tomeet thoserules Porsche, along with
rivals Audiand Toyota, hashad to create
machines that blend traditional power
systems with expansive hybrid energy
recovery systems. Theresult? A
sophisticated hybrid racing car that is,
you guessed it, complicated.

That’sabigchallenge for Porsche. The
manufacturer isthe most successful in the
history of the Le Mans 24 Hours, with 16
overall winsand 101 class successes. But
thelastof those overall wins came with
Porsche’slast top-level campaign, with the
911 GT1back in1998. That was 16 years ago,
and the challenge of sportscarracinghas
changed fundamentally. That meant
Porsche’s storied sportscar history counted
fornothing: The919Hybrid isanew car
built by anew team in anew factory.

“The most difficult thing was that we
started completely from scratch, a white
piece of paper; noreference, nobase car we

couldbuild on,” says Porsche LMP1
technical director Alexander Hitzinger.
“We werelearningbasically from zero, and
with an extremely complicated car.”

A cleansheet
Porsche’smanagement board decided it
wouldreturn to top-flight sportscarracing
inJune2011. That, in itself, wasn’t the work
of amoment: In 2009, Porsche was integrated
into the Volkswagen Group. Thatmade
Porscheastablemate of Audi, whichhas
become the dominant force at Le Mans.
Audifirsttackled theracein 1999-the year
after Porsche’slast works effort—and has
notched up 12wins in the intervening 15
years. Porsche’sreturn meant the two
brands being allowed to go head-to-head.

Oncethedecision toreturn was made,
Porschehad tostartfromscratch. Whileit
hasanongoingsuccessful GT programme—
itwill continuetoruna911RSRinthe GT
classes—the LMP1 projectrequired an
entirely new team. One of thefirstmen
hiredforthe project was Fritz Enzinger, in
theroleof vice president with responsibility
for the LMP1 programme. Enzinger moved
across from BMW, where he had worked on
the Bavarian firm’s 1999 Le Mans 24 Hours
winand its F1 programme.

“Iarrived at Porsche twomonths after
thedecision toreturntoLe Mans,” he says.
“Everything was new. There were no people,
it wasjustadecision. Inthefollowing weeks
we built facilities and workshops, aplace
for the simulator and all the other things.”

Hitzinger moved over from Red Bull
Racing, where he had been head of advanced
technologies, in December2011. He adds:
“Before theannouncement there had been
only some work on the engine, buton alow

profile, let’s say. Even after the
announcement it started very slowly,
because there were noregulations. It
really started in earnest at theend of 2011.”
Porsche’s LMP1 project was built up in
anew facility that now has more than 200
employees. Roughly half of the team have
moved from other departments in Porsche,
with therestrecruited from other
motorsport programmes. Hitzinger leads
the development department, which has
been built up alongside a track operations
department. That was another key element
for Porsche: The 919 Hybrid isbeingentirely
runin-house. Thatisacontrastto Audi,
whichjoined forces with established team
Team Joest when it entered sportscarracing.
“Avery important decision was to have
our own team, and the board decided thata
works team was very important,” says
Enzinger. “It was abigstep. Another big
stepwasthattheteamranasitsownbig
department, Ireportdirectly to Wolfgang
Hatz[Porsche board member in charge of
research and development].”
Porschehastaken every steptogainthe
knowledge for the new campaign. A great
example of thatis its work on pit stops.
“Every day at 1700hrs we make a pit stop,”

“It’s been &y
asteep g

learning e
curve” .

Hitzinger

says Enzinger. “We started last year tofind
the group. We take one car—an LMP2Porsche
Spyder from 2008, and at 1700hrs we practice
pitstops with the car for half-an-hour.”
Thefactthenew projectisa clean sheet
of paper isshown in Porsche’s decision to
introduce anew typenumber —-the919—to
the car. While new, the number helps tie
themachinetothe heritage of theultra-
successful 917 prototype and to thefirm’s
918road car, which makes use of similar
hybrid technology astheracingmachine.

New generationracer
Work onthe 919 Hybrid started in anger
once Le Mansorganisers,the ACO and the
FIA, settled on the new sportscar regulations
for2014. Therules placea premiumon
efficiency: Carsare given a setamount of
fueltouse perlap, controlled by a fuel
meter, which isdependent on theamount
of recovered electrical energy acar can
use. Porsche’s 919 Hybrid will run in the
‘Premiere’ class, which allows an energy
recovery capacity of eight megajoules. On
onelap of the 8.469-mile Le Mans circuit,
carsinthatclass will only be allowed 4.64
litresof fuel.

With theamount of fuel and electrical
energy each car can useover alap set, the
key tosuccess will be making the most
efficient use of that power.

Porsche hastaken a different approach to
thenewrulesfromrivals Audiand Toyota.
While Audi will continue with its ultra-
successful turbodiesels, the 919 Hybrid will
be powered by a turbocharged two-litre V4
petrol engine—petrol was chosen because it
fits the Porsche brand better —which will
revto9000rpm. That will be supplemented
by twoenergy recovery systems. One usesan

e e T

s e e

electric generator torecover tt
from exhaust gases. The secon
thefrontaxle,and convertskir
recovered under brakingtodr:
thefront wheels, creating temy
wheel-drive. The energy recov
use batteries to store the powel
from the flywheel system Pors
the experimental 911 GT3 Hyb:
inthe Niirburgring24 Hours.
Themost unusual aspectistl
hasused such asmall capacity
with the weight of the carakej
ensure maximum efficiency,u
smaller unit helpsto offset the
the substantial energy recover
“Interms of thermodynamic
isabouta certain cylinder con
sizing,” says Hitzinger. “Youw
volume-to-arearatio in the con
chamber for thermodynamice
Thatbasically leads youtoant
cylinders, and usinga V-engin
beastructural part of the car.
engine couldn’t be made struct
need an additional spaceframe
Hitzinger has spentmostof 1
working in Formula One, for C
ToroRossoand Red Bull. He w
switch to sportscars because o;
offered by the new rules. While
feature expanded energy recov
thisyear, theunitsarehighlyc
Thesportscarrules allow fora
degree of freedom. Hitzinger a
makes sportscars more fun for
“I'think so,” he smiles. “For su
open. Wecando pretty much w
interms of the powertrainanc
Wehavenorestrictionsintern
—although itmightbe goodtoh
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Testing progress
The919Hybrid had itsfirsttest at Porsche’s
Weissach test track last June, the first of
tentestsin2013. But the early running
wasn’tproblem free.

“Thefirst test wasdifficult,duetoa
problem with a vibration from theengine,”
says Enzinger. “We had the same problem
forthenextfive tests, and we had tomake
changestotheengine. We tested last
Decemberat Portimao in Portugal with
thenew engine, and everything wasfine.”

Hitzinger adds: “Ithasbeen a very steep
learning curve, which is what you would
expect when you start from scratch. Itisnot
possible that everything worksright out of
the box. The important thing is that, assoon
asyousee somethingthatisnot workingin
the way you want it to, youreact very quickly
and decisively and change concepts where
needed. That’s what we have done, and are
stilldoing. The car has evolved alot from
roll-outuntilnow, and there’s almost nothing
leftfrom the previousspec.”

Thetesting programme hasramped up in
2014, withtwolongsessionsat Bahrain in
January and February. Recently, the 919
Hybridraninatestat Sebringin Florida,
runningonthesametrack asrival Audi’s
R18e-tron quattroforthefirsttime. The car’s
firstrace will be in the FIA World Endurance
Championship opener at Silverstone on
April 20, and the team willnow begin toramp
up work onreliability and performance. It
willaim to run two 30-hour tests, running two
919Hybrids,atPaul Ricard in France.

The drivers
Porsche will run two cars this year,and has
recruited six driversfrom a widerange of

| areas. “Wehavetwodriversin Romain

GEARBOX
GENERATOR

| Dumasand TimoBernhard who won Le

Mans with Audi in 2010 [while being
seconded from Porsche].Ithink they were
fixed,” says Enzinger. “The next was Neel
Jani. Wehad alot of information and data
abouthim.

“Ihave known Mark Webber alongtime
from BMW, and Italked with him and he said
that when he was finished with F1 he would
maybe goenduranceracing. It was easy: We
had twomeetings with him, and after that
itwasclear.

“Thefifth driver was Brendon Hartley. If
you’ve seen Rush, hereminds me of James
Hunt!He’sanice guy who is very fast. We
know allhistimesfrom whenheraced in
LMP2. Thefinal driver was [Porsche GT
graduate] Marc Lieb. We gave him two or
threetests, and then decided he was driver
six.Ithink we have a good mix. We have a
former F1racer, guys who have won Le
Mans, anewcomer in Brendon and people
whohavealotof endurance experience.”

Dumas and Bernhard shared a car at Audi,
buthave been splitup at Porsche. That’sa
statement of intent: by splittingupits
experienced drivers, thefirmistryingto
make each car as strongaspossible.
Bernhard will share with Webber and
Hartley, Dumas with Janiand Lieb.

Expectations
Externally, atleast, Porsche iskeeping its
ambitionsin check this year. Whilethe
efficiency formula is new, Audi and Toyota
dohave ahead start in terms of experience
with their engine and hybrid systems. So
whileit’shard tofathom, Hitzinger insists
that Porsche hastolearn how to win.
“Everybody in our team wantstowin,” he

| says. “That’s why we do this. Ithink we have

| toberealisticabout when weare goingto

Mobil i1

win. Younever know, anything can happen,
but the probability that we will win in 2014 is
low. We started from absolutely zero, and
builtupateam.It’sstillatiny team.

“Wewanttofinishraces, becausethat’s
the way youlearn,and we wanttobe
competitive. It’sfinding theright balance
betweenreliability and performance. It’sa
learningyear,and then formein2015it’sa
different story. Then we’re in a different
state, because then we’re an established
team and we have a base car we can build on.
It will be infinitely easier than in 2014.”

Hitzinger addsthe team has already started
identifyingareastoimprove for next season.
“We have started on the 2015 development
already and,Icansee, it’satotally different
story. We have a totally different starting
point. It will be anew car, although we don’t
havetoreinventeverything. Youkeepthe
things that you think are good and you can
make better, and you change things where
youcan makeabigimprovement.”

Still, it will be hard for many peoplenot to
assume that Porsche will be challenging for
victory at Le Mans and inthe WEC this year.

“People expect this,” admits Enzinger.
“Porsche’slast win was in 1998, and 16 years
later people expect we can win therace. But
thetargetfor thefirst yearistofinish therace
and be competitive.”

Still, Enzinger admits that the prospect
of winning Le Mans with Porscheisa
tantalising prospect: “Wehad ameeting of
our staff in the workshop last week,and we
had one guy there who had won Le Mans
with Peugeot, one who had won with Audi
and me, who has won with BMW. But it
means more when you win with Porsche.
Youcandoubleit.It’ssuchalonghistory.” ®

Porsche is aiming to finish
on its Le Mans comeback

e:33 Lives: Germany

Whatdoesitfeel regulations, it requires a

like tobe a Porsche different technique to save
factorydriver? fuelto be as quick as possible
“It's unbelievable. This is my overalap?

15thyearwith Porsche. |

came hereasaPorscheJunior Howisthe 919 Hybrid
in1999,andifsomeonetold  progressing?

mel'd have towait 15 years “We've developed the cara

togetashotatLe Mansinan
LMP1 Porsche I'd have
laughed. | can't wait”

lot. It'slike every testisanew
phase, with new bits and
pieces onthe car. Every test
isagood step, and the last two

Howmuchofa tests have been really, really
challenge are the good. We are testing to do
carstodrive? more long runs to get the car

“There's somany buttonsand  reliable, andto do race runs”

pedalsinthe car. Foradriver

it's like anew erawith the Youwon Le Mans
efficiency aspect, whichiis with Audiin 2010.
important for motorsport. Would itmeanmore
It's notlike in the pastlike in with Porsche?

Formula Ford, where you had
agauge and agear shiftand
asteeringwheel. It's really
dedicated. Youneedto

“Towin Le Mans is absolutely

amazing, and atremendous

feeling. I stillcan't put it
into words: to win this

have an overview to drive! race is very special. My
heartis Porsche. Porsche
Soitchangesthe gave me the chance to
way youdrive? prove myselfasa
“You have to - =" 4 professional driver,
understand the car £ soiflgetachance
inthefirst place, ~ towinwith Porsche
and your driving inthe future it willbe
style changes adream come true.
because of that. ; It willbe something

With the efficiency _ very special’”
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Brit étarred in qualifying Herbert had to prove fitness

1989 (Braz

Essex racer was aided by
fast nature of Rio circuit

BY MATTJAMES
DEPUTY EDITOR \

ewis Hamilton set
the benchmark for
debut performances
ingrand prix
racing. Back in 2008,
the then 22-year-old
shocked the world
with frontrunning pace. He
finished onthe podiumon his very
first weekend with the McLaren
team in Australia, just 18.5seconds
behind winner Kimi Raikkoénen.

If he’d have been those 18.5 seconds
behind the winner of the 1989 Brazilian
Grand Prix, Nigel Mansell, he wouldn’t
even have scored a point.

Twenty five yearsagoinRio, Johnny
Herbertmade hismaidenstartin F1and
finished just over ten seconds behind
Mansell. He got fourth ina headline-
grabbing performance that kicked off
histrailto F1stardom.

But whatmade Herbert’s story
remarkable was the agonisingrecovery
he had been through since breakinghis
legsinahuge F3000 crash at Brands
Hatch. Hisfeet and ankles were smashed
andhe wasinbad shape. Theraceat
Jacarepagua wasjust218dayslater.

Herbert wasastarandahugetalent.
He wasbeingfeted by several GP teams
asthebest of therisingcrop of stars.
Things were starting to happen for
himback in 1987, the year he won the
British F3 Championship.

“[Benetton team manager] Peter
Collinsand Benetton itself gave abit of
money to Racing for Britain [the public
fund that was supporting Herbert in
F3],” remembers Herbert. “Peter was
watchingmy progressandIwascloseto
thetitle. Peter asked metocomeand do
thistestinthe F1 car. It was theend of the
turbo era soIwas goingfrom 200bhp to
950-1000bhp. I had about five goes to pull
the bloody thingaway; the clutch was
justsovicious! It was a switch.

“IgotuptoPaddock Hill Bend in
second gear. I got to the exit of the corner

andIthought ‘let’s givethisasquirtnow
and see what thisthinghasgot’.Iwas
only doing 60mph and it went ‘brrrrrrr’
andthen all of asudden wallop, the
whistling sound got greater and bang,
thethingwasarocket.Ihitthird gear,
andagainthere wasthe punchinthe
back. ThenIgot onthe brakes for Druids
and the smile wasfromeartoear. It was
awesome. Therest of that day went well
forme.Ijustfelt completely athome. I
remember coming through Clearways
and you would be in second, then you
would short shift through third, fourth,
fifth and you would be at the marshals’
poston the pitentry before you floored it
infifth. Then it took off and you’d be
north of 180mph as you crossed the
start-finish line. Iloved the powerand
the grip you got with itand the stability
that you got with the braking because of
the downforce youhad.Iwasinthetop
six overall somewhere. That suddenly
putmeontheFlradar.”
Herbertisbeingmodest. He was
actually third fastest behind Mansell
and Ayrton Senna. He was ahead of F1
regulars Derek Warwick, Satoru
Nakajimaand also, crucially, regular
Benetton F1driver Thierry Boutsen.
Things were going swimmingly, but
withnoroom inthetopflight in 1988,
Herbertopted for the Eddie Jordan
Racingteam in F3000-also known asthe
Benetton Junior team. Herbert won the
firstround of the season on theteam’s
(and Reynard’s) debut in the category.
There were more F1 chances that season,
with an August Monza test for Lotus.
“Inthat Monzatest,I was goingfaster
than Nelson [Piquet, regular driver],”
recalls Herbert. “Iremember meeting
oneof thetop Ferrariguysinthe
paddock at Monza just beforeI was
leaving Monza to come to Brands Hatch
forthe F3000race, hesaid that Enzo
Ferrari wanted tomeet me. Soin F30001
was with the Benetton Juniorteam, I
had tested for Benetton in F1and then
Lotusand nowIhad Enzo wantingto
meet me. And thenIcame to Brands for
the F3000 race and Frank Williams was
there.Iwas on pole and he wanted to
watch me. Everything was going so

well...itseemed thatI was the person
everyone wanted totalk to.”

Then there was that fateful day at
Brands Hatch on August21. Despite
Herbert’s terrible injuries, Collins
persuaded Benetton that they should
keepfaith with the young Essexracer.
Just six weeks after theaccident,
Herbertreceived a phone call to tell him
that yes, Benetton would take up its
optiononhim.

“Peter used to phone me up nearly
every day whenIwas in the hospital -
this was before the option had been
takenup,” recalls Herbert. “Theleft foot
was always inabandage, because that
was the one that was more-or-less
severed off but theright one was always
abitfree. Theleftfoot initially wouldn’t
moveatall,and then it would start to
moveaboutamillimetre. Peter would
alwaysask ‘arethey moving? I'd say yes,
even though it was only a tiny amount.
The doctorstold meIwould get pretty
good movement back —they were wrong
there-but they also told me I would
neverraceagain. If there was one thingl
was goingtodoagain, it wasrace.”

Butthings were tough. Thefirst test
wasonanairfieldnear theteam’s HQ at
Witney in Oxfordshire. Herbert was still
inawheelchair and he remembersthat
hehad tobelifted into the car. There was
atestat Silverstone too, but he was still
in considerable pain.

The F1 circus moved to Rio for the pre-
opener testand there was still afeeling
in Herbert’smind that some in the team
had doubts overhisability togo the
distance. “That pre-race Riotestended
upbeingareal examinationfor me,” he
remembers. “There was a pointnear the
end of thetesttheysaid ‘wearefilling it
upandyouaredoingaracedistance’. 1
said ‘noproblem’.Ijust wentaround and
around untilthe thingran out of fuel. All
themechanics hadleftmetoit-Ithink
there was one guy on the pit wall giving
mesignalsand that was it! They had all
betthatI wouldn’tgettotheend, whichI
did, but it wasatestfrom Flavio Briatore
and Luciano Benetton justtoseeif I
coulddoit. WhenIcame back from the
test,Ihad ameeting with Peter; Luciano
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and Flavio. They were askingme ‘can
youdrive? Ipointed outthatIhad done
theracedistance inthetestand Iwas
competitive-Iwasn’tgoingtosayno,
wasI? ButIdoknow that [substitute
racer] Emanuele Pirro was at Rome
airportready to comeoutbecausel
think they’d almost made the decision
nottorunme. Peter must have spoken to
themtopersuade them.”

There were stilldemands coming from
the Benetton top brassthough-andalot
of itwould haveadirecteffectonthe
level of painthat he would be in. Some of
those edicts seemed abit harsh, frankly.

“AsIleftfor Rio,Iwasstill on
crutches,” says Herbert. “IThad only
started to walk for thefirsttime at the
beginning of December. Then itcame
from Flavio thathe didn’t want me to
have crutches in Rio. It was bad enough
walkingjusthavingcrutchesbutthento
havenothing and to get from Heathrow
toRiowashard!Iremember gettingto
Heathrow, checkinginandIasked what
gate it was, she said somethinglike ‘97 -
they didn’thave buggies inthosedays...”

Herbertused abike to help transport
himself around the paddock inthe
swelteringheat and to protect those
damaged legs and feet. But while the
mobility around the venue was an issue,
those problems disappeared when he got
behind the wheel.

“Inthosedays, qualifyingwasalot
different,” says Herbert. “You would
have oneset of tyres, and you would go
around at 10mph and keep out of the way
and then gofor it. They were one-lap
wonders. Imanaged to get my head
around that, butI was very fortunate. It
was one of those things inlife;Thad my
injuries but there was my opportunity
and it could have gone so pear-shaped —
which, inaway, itdid later on because
my injuries were getting worse becausel
didn’thave time forrehab. Butthe
Jacarepagua circuit suited my injuries
because there was one heavy braking
zone intothe hairpin. That meant the
brakingissue thatI washavingwithmy
damaged feet didn’treally stand out. I
wasableto getmorefromitin the high-
speed corners whereIdidn’tloseas

much time. Buteven so, youstillhad to
knititall together and that went from
qualifyingintotheraceas well. Iwas so,
so consistent. [Team-mate] Alessandro
Nannini was the golden boy and I
outqualified him inmyfirstrace.”

The 190-mile race was 61 laps around
theflowing course. It was a huge test of
endurance inthe heatand controllinga
Ford DFR-propelled projectile was tough
—particularly for someone still far from
full fitness. How did Herbert, who was
startingtenth, prepare?

Hesays: “Why Itook somanyIdon’t
know, butThad ten Nurofen!Idon’tthink
tendoes you any better than three. It
seemed tobethethingtodo. Atthat
right-hander before the hairpin, the one
where youhad tobrakehard, there wasa
massive bump. The cars were stiff in
thosedays, whenIcameuptoit, it would
really joltand my foot would hit the side
of themonocoque. It hurtlike hell. It was
theleft foot that was my bad foot. Onelap,
Irelaxed my legbefore the corner and
the foot went ‘WHACK! Iscreamed in
the car, butIThad gone over that pain
threshold -itnever hurtanywhere near
the same again. Butevery timeIdipped
theclutch, it hurttoo. Every timel was
shifting, it washurting.”

Herbertmadeastrongstartandhadan
early stoponlap12. Asthe otherscycled
through their stops, heranashigh as
third. Herbert settled in fourth and was
onthecuspof apodium finish-even
though he was desperate foradrink...

“Thebloody water bottle stopped
working, and it was 106 degrees! Ididn’t
have onesip, and that was pretty much
hell.Thadacool capand those things are
incredible. Itlasted for nearly the whole
race. But with all of theadrenaline and
the concentration and knowingI wasin
fourth allowed me to get through it.

“Iremember Mauricio Gugelmin’s
March in front of meand then Alain
Prost’sMcLaren having some trouble
with his pit stops so we both caught him
uptowardstheend. The only thing that
went wrongduringtherace wasthatI
gotapitboardsayingtwolapstogo.Sol
really concentrated hard and putina
stronglap toposition myself rightonthe

back of Mauricioand overtake inthe
tow down the back straight.Igot there
and wasready to pounceon thelastlap
and the cheqeuered flagcame out—
they’d got it wrong. But for one morelap.
WhenIgotback in, Flavioand all of the
top brass had already gone home.”
Theemotion at the chequered flagwas
huge-butstill the pain was there to
remind himjust whataslogithad been.
“Atthefinish,Ifeltabitbetter whenl
saw Mansell stumblingout of the car!It
wasn’tjust me who was suffering. When
Igottoparcfermé,Itookalongtimeto
getoutof the car. Iremember standing
up, and that hurtlike hell. I wasliterally
400 yards from the paddock exit,and I
was going ‘ouch, ouch, ouch’. Ithink I
must have taken about two hoursto get
there! My girlfriend Rebecca was there
and Peter Collins. We allhad abighug
and it was very emotional. It was
unbelievable thateverythinghad gone
sowell. Iwas within 11 seconds of being
on the podium. Nigel should never have
finished that race because the Ferrari
had been so unreliable—Mansellrobbed
me of my podium!It wasemotionalanda
relief, after everything, I provedIcould
doit.Iwas confused about how easy it
was! It was something extraordinary
thathadnever been seen in that degree
in motorsport—apartfrom maybe Niki
Lauda. It wasamassive story.”
Thestoryhadastinginthetail. The
pain Herbert was suffering would catch
up with him. When he got to circuits that
required heavier braking, he couldn’t
apply thenecessary pressuretothe
pedalsand the results dropped away.
“Ilook back on whenIgot rested [after
sixraces]-whichnever camefroma
phone call from Flavio but from his
secretary—and it was probably theright
thingtodo.Iwasn’t performing,” he
reflects. “Idon’tcry,Iamnotavery
emotional guy, butIdid cry then. It was
somethingthatIhad worked sohard to
achieve, and then it was taken away but
underneath,Ithink I had therealisation
thatit wasn’t theright time. Thelucky
thing was what happened inRio,
because everybody remembersitand
thatsetmeonthe way.” il

_i Herbert used bike to ease pain of getting around paddock
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World rallying is makin

ndexfinger on the
scanner, my colleague
fidgeted. Standing infront
of theman with the US
Department of Homeland
Security badge on, he was
alittle apprehensive. One
wronganswer and who knows
where he’dend up.

So, hethought about this one carefully.

“You’re off to Mexicothen?” saysthe
uniformed one.

“Yes.”

“Off for therally?”

What? Do what? Off for the what?

Either this was some new deep-rooted
investigation process or the World Rally
Championship wasontheupin
America. Turned out tobe thelatter.

s\ JEE o

Media interest for rally is slowly on the up in Britain

Thisisprogress.

Much asRussia, Chinaand thelike are
important to the future development of
the WRC, cracking America would be
massive. We're like The Beatles before
IWantto Hold Your Hand was played
forthefirst time Stateside in
December, 1963.

Orarewe?

Maybe comparingthe WRC to the
best-sellingband in the history of time
(more than 600 million record sales
worldwide) is over-playing our hand.
Forthetimebeingatleast.

This isapivotal time for the World
Rally Championship. We’re not somuch
atacrossroads, moreaherringbone.
And, asanybody withroad rally
experience will testify; they’renot
alwaysthe easiesttonavigate...

Getting better in our
: backyard

- There’snodoubt that,
1 within Britain,

THE STATE OF

progress, but there are still plenty

thingsare looking up for the World Rally
Championship. We’ve gottwofactory
drivers in Kris Meeke and Elfyn Evans,
we’vestill got the world’sleading rally
preparationfirms in M-Sportand
Prodrive, we’ve got the WRC back on
television and we’ve gotaround of the
championship which isn’t constantly
lookingover itsshoulder.

Thosearesolid foundations that
shouldn’t be seen as the finished
product. We’re on BT Sport in the tens of
thousands and edgingnearer the half
million mark on ITV4. That’s great, but
weneed to push on from there.

Rally GBhascomeavery, very long
way inashortspaceof time, butthere’s
moretocome. And while we’re grateful
tohave Evans and Meeke, who’s going to
follow them? Let’s not get caught out
againlike we did in the post-McRae
andBurnsera.

| Beyond the backyard

This is where it gets interesting. What
sortof stateisthe WRCinonaglobal
scale? Things arelooking better

MANUFACTURER INVOLVEMENT INWRC
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than they were, but there remains
confusionand concern about the
direction in which we’re travelling.

Let’stakerallies themselvesasan
example. When Jean Todt arrived as
president of the FIA four yearsago, he
talked about wantingtoputthe
endurance aspect back into the world
championship. He was appalled at the
nine-to-five element which had been
brought in at the behest of the media-
driven David Richards. So, Todt made it
quite clear that he wanted to seerallies
goingback to the challenge they once
were—-within what’s possible given the
advance of health and safety.

And Todtremains a strong advocate of
longerrallies goingback to thelikes of
Africa. He certainly wants the world put
back into the World championship.

Carlos Barbosa, thenew WRC
Commission president, hasmade plain
his personal feelings that two-day rallies
arethe way forward (seep17). Barbosa is
anintelligent, articulate man who,
courtesy of hisformerroleas
president of the Rally of Portugal
organising club, fully appreciates the
fiscal implication of runningaround
of thechampionship.

| constructamedium tolong-term deal

Two-day events won’t work for
everybody. Wales, for example, wants
Rally GB in the country and competing
forfour days. Barbosa’sretortto thisis
simple... ask for less money from the
sponsor and make ashorterrally. In
principle, that works well for the greater
good of the WRC. There’sno denyingit’s
cheapertoattend atwo-day event than
onerunningover three or four days,
butit’shard and unrealistic tosee
Rally GB chief Andrew Coereturning
any of the chequesheadinghis way
from the Welsh Government.

Twodays, three days, four days? Long
stages, shortstages? That’s the heart of
thisparticular point-nobody really
knows. Eventorganisersare in the dark
about what the FIA really wants from
them. Worse still, there’s afear within
thesportthatit’sbecomingincreasingly
unattractive to gothrough the hassle of
tryingtosecond-guess the apparently
whimsical desires of the governing
body. Firm direction isneeded.

Predictably, event organisers were
unwillingto go on the record for fear of
beingostracised. But what they want is
clearer guidance and governance, the
kind they can build a secure financial
future on. Thekind they canlook to

™ 1.1 interest in the WRC B ;

continues to grow
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with the WRC promoter on the back of.

Whether youliked it or not, DR’s
cloverleaf ideal (personally, I didn’tlike
it) for the championship worked and
carried the sportinto its most profitable
and prosperous period ever.

Andthe world wanted a part of that.
Mexico, Germany, Turkey, Japan,
Norway and Ireland all signed up for the
WRC whileDR was at the wheel (worth
noting we did lose the Safariin the same
period). In Todt’sfirstfull season as
president, the WRC ran four long-haul
rallies, this year thereare three.

Promotion politics
Emerging from its year’s grace asthe
seriesnewboys, WRC Promoter
(theuninspired, yet official name for the
collaboration between Red Bull Media
House and Sportsman Media) hasbeen
faced with disquiet which had been
bubbling away through last season.
Suddenly; there arefires to be fought
onallfronts, be ithanding the events
with abigger bill than expected as they
pay forthetimingand trackingor trying
tonegotiate the demands of the
manufacturers. Thosefires intensified
asthe WRC stakeholders were forced to
reconsider preconceived hopes
and ideas of thekind of vertical
development and promotion expected
from a Red Bull-related company.
Thereality isthat the promoteris
( heretodowhatall promoters
4 do-promoteand make
money. And making

money out of the WRCisnoteasy when
there’slittle value in the championship.
Nowhere isthis more obviousthan in
negotiationsfor television rights.In
Britain, BT Sport was only interested in
takingthe coverage if there wasa
British driver involved. In Germany;
Volkswagen propped up the commercial
end to getthe WRC into the mainstream.
ComparethattoaDRdeal which left
Channel 4 paying £20m over three years
for the UK WRCrights in 2003. Right
now, there areno £20m deals to be done.

Troubleis, raising the value of the
championshiprequiressignificant
levelsof investment over the next five to
tenyears. And only when we have
everything working in complete
harmony from both the sportingand
commercial aspects will wereach
those investmentlevels.

Weare getting there. Volkswagen,
Hyundai and potentially Toyota coming
tothe party, where they have been joined
by significant regional backingfrom
the Middle East, shows thatfaith is
beingrestored. Butit’snot goingto
happen overnight.

Crucialtothatdevelopment is getting
the WRC’s message outtothe wider
world. And this isanotherarea of
concernand confusion. The WRC
Promoter isinvesting heavily in thelive
television stage—which isfantastic
news for watchers of acertainage. But,
whileterrestrial televisionremainsthe
altar at which we worship, I'm afraid the
WRC continuestorestrict its growth.
Yes, it’s vital tobe able to watch
Sébastien Ogier doing histhingstraight
after Countryfileon a Sunday evening,
but the youth of today consume their
media quite differently.
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of outstanding issues. By David Evans

Theonsetof Apple TV and thelike
make YouTube the Twitter-fed channel
of choice over and above the Beeb, ITV
or Sky. The promoter can talk in
raptures about its shiny new website or
achunk of Facebook folk coming
onboard, but drivingdemand for this
series will take much more than that.

The future WR Car
Thenextsignificant date inthe dairy of
all WRCfansis2017-thedate

when the next generation of

World Rally Cars will be
coming. This goestothe
heartof whatfans

really want totalk

about. All of the

above, the political
upheaval, the

quarrels over telly,
timingand timetables
isinteresting, butthe
carsare whatget youand
Ioutof thehouseandtothe
stages. Naturally, the crew
play their partas well.

Inthecomingmonths, to help current
and incoming manufacturers with the
planningand production process,
Barbosa will table technical regulation
changesfor 2017 and beyond. Given the
sizeable shift in both thefinancial and
environmental landscapes globally; it’s
notoverstating the importance of these
changesto say that the nextfew months
will shape the future of the WRC.

What do we want from that future?
AccordingtoRichards, we wantareturn
tothe Group B spectacle without the cost
and safety implications. Fair enough.
Havingseen the interest in anything
built in our sport between the years of

| 1983 and 1986, he’s probably not wrong.

Bigwingsand bigbangs are what
we’reafter. But, most importantly;
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we wanteverything tobe cheaper.
Everybody’sagreed on that. A current
World Rally Car is wildly out of Kilter
with where it should be, cost-wise. And,
what’s worse, isthat current carsare
artificially expensive. Spend hundreds
of thousands ona World Rally Cara
decadeago and you could see where the
money was going. You got titanium here,
carbon-fibre there, tricky diffs, all
manner of hydraulicsand cutting-edge
electronics. Andnow? Yougeta
1.6engine with ablower; a
six-speed sequential box
and three diffs off the
shelf. For about the
same price. How does
that work?
M-Sporthasshown
where thefuturelies
and itliesbeneath the
letter Rand number 5.
TheFiestaR5hasflown

= off the Cockermouth
Richrds wants
powerful cars

shelves because it’s sensibly
priced, but it offers significant
performanceand the speed
differential between thatand a World
Rally Car will be invisible to the fans.
Unless you think a half-second from
apex to exitis worth spending50 per cent
moreonacurrent WRC?

So, we want cars that cost half asmuch
and are twiceasexcitingandnoisy to
watch. That can be done. Pre-planning,
none of thisshould beaproblem.

But what weneed is clear, concise
vision on the future. Wedon’t wantto get
halfway there and have somebody say...
let’smake it naturally aspirated? Orlet’s
gotwo-wheel drive. Both of those are
perfectly plausible alternatives, but if
they’re goingtobediscussed, let’stalk
now. As the manufacturers say, they
need tobe startingdevelopmentfor an
all-new 2017 car next year—so they need

tobe planningthe budget for it this year.

We seem to have uniformrecognition
of theneed todrive costsdown interms
of carsandrallies, but one area where
we go in the opposite direction is tyres.
Thesimplification of tyreregulations
meant-excluding the Monte and
Swedish —one pattern and two com-
pounds for gravel and one pattern and
one compound for asphalt. We’ve now
gottwo compounds forasphaltand
Michelinlobbyingforafull wet tyre on
safety grounds.

Afew yearsago,Italked tothen FTIA
president Max Mosley about tyres inthe
WRC. He admitted to being both
bemused and frustrated. Rallying
makesagreat deal outof itsdirectlink
and application totheregularroad user.
Indeed, the vast majority of eventsare
fought out on the publicroads.

“Tellme,” said Mosley afew years ago,
“when did you last change your tyres
when it stopped raining?”

Drivers will always argue about the
safety of thesituation, butthey remain
theultimatearbitersof their own
well-being. And making the current
tyre work better in the rain involves the
simpletask of cuttingsome of the
grooves out through the shoulder to help
disperse water. Job done. Noneed to cart
thousands more tyresaround the world.

What’s become patently obviousinthe
World Rally Championshipright now
istheneed forjoined-up thinkingand
considered communication. Our
sportisdefinitely back on an upward
trend, but to improve its trajectory we
need tofind theright planand we need
the world tobuy into it. And then we
needtosticktoit.

Whoknows? Maybe 2017 will be the
WRC’s very own Beatles moment.

Then everybody will want to hold
ourhand. B
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Carey’s Group N glory
Honda Civic crew Stephen Carey/Breda
O'Driscoll won Group N. Carey seemed
off form on the opening day, his cause not
helped by a faulty intercom. On day two
he scythed through the field to take sixth
overall. Alan Ring was the Gp N pre-event
favourite but his Impreza had an engine-
wiring loom problem and didn’t make the
start. Brian O'Keefe was then expected
to feature but his Impreza's engine
expired. Phillip Cross/JJ Cremin took
second in Gp N with their Impreza.

O’Mahony on a charge
There were just nine entries in the
Historic Rally. They started on stage
four and ran through the first
afternoon and most of the Sunday.
Adrian Kermode/Maurice Beckett,
in their Porsche, led by 14s at the
overnight haltbut James O’Mahony
made a huge charge to win by two
seconds. Co-driven by Kerrie Barry,
O’Mahony was hampered initially
when, along with most of the
historicfield, he had to accepta
scratch time for the opening stage.

Coyne’s woe on return
Former Tarmac champion John Coyne,
who has not rallied for many years, was
second in the Historic Rally after the
opening stage. However, his Lotus
Sunbeam, the same car with which

he won the Tarmac title, had engine
problems on stage two and was retired.

Gallagher’s fortune
West Cork was for the firsttime a
round of the Modified division of
the Clonakilty Blackpudding Irish
Tarmac Championship. James
Stafford missed the opening round
in Galway, but registered for this
one and set the pace through the
opening day from first round winner
Declan Gallagher. Stafford’s
retirement meant Gallagher,

who took maximum points on the
opening round in Galway, earned
another maximum to increase his
points lead over Wesley Patterson.

Parpottas wins juniors
Alex Parpottas/Alex Kihurani made the
trip from Wales worthwhile by winning
the Junior category in their Fiesta R2.
Parpottas had a major moment when he
clipped the scenery with the rear of his
Fiesta at a hairpin right, but otherwise
had a good run. The Juniors competed
over the Sunday stages only. Local crew
Conor McCarthy/Dylan Coffey admitted
to making a cautious start in their Civic
but came through strongly to take second
place, 19s behind Parpottas. James
Bradley/Maria Kehoe made a strong

start in their Mk2 Escort, but had to settle
for third at the end.

O’Brien takes Rally 2
Mick O’Brien/Stephen Quinrejoined
the rally on Sunday morning in their
Focus WRC and won Rally 2 from
Adrian Hetherington/Gary Nolan
(Escort). Peter Desmond/Sorcha
Kelly were third in their Corsa.

Stage is stopped

Stage 12, Sam’s Cross, had to be
stopped after just eight cars passed
through because of an emergency call
that aresident had been takeniill. A rally
ambulance was deployed to the scene
immediately. It then transpired that the
person concerned was a driver who
had retired from the rally, Gwyn Thomas,
and who had rented a cottage on the
road for a week. Thomas was taken to
hospital in Cork City, where MN hopes
that the Welshman will make a speedy
and full recovery.

- F

onegalman

Donagh Kelly, with

Kevin Flanagan

co-driving, made

hisfirstvisitto

the West Cork
Rally amemorable one by taking
the win in his Focus WRC.

Previous winner Denis Cronin, with
Coleman Hurley co-driving, fought
very hard for much of therally toreel
Kelly in, but the Impreza WRC crew
had tosettle for runner-up spot.
Another crew from Donegal, Declan
Gallagher/Ryan Moore, also on their
first visit to therally, took advantage of
theretirementrate and they captured
third in their Toyota Starlet.

Theopeningloop of threestagesat
Ring, Clogagh and Ballinascarthy
consisted of 33 miles of fast, flowing
asphaltroads. Beautiful sunny weather
madethe going even faster. Kelly
opened up animmediatelead from
Daragh O’Riordan, while Cronin made
hisusual cautious startand then seta
fastesttime in stage three. Just 14s
covered thetop three atfirst service.

Wexford man James Stafford took
full advantage of the dryroadsby
poweringhis Darrian intofourthplace,
despitereartyreoverheating worries
instage three. Gallagher onceagain
setastunningpacetoliefifth overall in
his Starlet. Clonakilty man Kevin
Kelleher managed to squeeze into
sixth despite his Subarusufferinga
slippingclutch and then anerrant
turbopipe in stage two.

Several of the other top drivers were
in early trouble. Melvyn Evans’ Subaru
was sidelined with a broken driveshaft
onthefirst stage. Owen Murphy’s
Lancer had apuncture on the opening
stageand then overheated onthe
second, and he pulled out of therally.
Subsequently, ablown head gasket was
diagnosed. Robert Barrableretired his

Ford{Focusiman
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1 Kelly had a clear run on
the rally’s second day

FiestaR5 in stage twobecause of
worries over the steeringrack.

Stagesfour, five and six were arepeat
of the openingloop. Kelly scored fastest
times on two of them, while Cronin was
quickeston the other one. Thefirstday
finished with the 3.3-mile Reenroe stage
outside Clonakilty town.

The way thelow evening sun was
shining through thetreesintothe
drivers’ eyesmade it very tricky. Kelly
wasfastestagain, whichmeanta26s
advantage for the Focus man for day
two. “I'm thoroughly enjoying the
West Corkroadsand I'm startingatlast
todrive the car the way I'm supposed
to,” hesaid. “That was to stop messing
about. Imustsay, having the engineer
from M-Sport with us this weekend
hasmadeahugedifferencetothe
sharpnessof theengineand thecar.”

Second-placed Cronin was hoping
tofind some harder compound Pirelli
tyresfor day two while third placed
O’Riordan had found that his 1600cc
turbo Fiesta wasfully stretched trying
tomatch the Imprezas,and Daragh
was hopingthetighter Sunday stages
would suit the car better.

Behind theleading three, James
Stafford was infourth with hisDarrian,
the Wexford manrevellingin thedry
conditionstolead the Modified
division. Kelleher wasfifth despite
hisImprezaleakingoil and seemingly
down on power. Gallagher was sixth
despite his Starlet slipping intoa ditch
for afew seconds on the second visit
tothe Ringstage. Declan suffered a
damaged wrist inthe incident. That
Ringtesthad been extended this year
toincludeatight twisty section towards
thefinish and two of the Escort men,
Adrian Hetherington and Pat Donegan
were caught out onamud-strewn tight
left-hand corner.

Frank Kelly was givinga debuttoa
newly built Millington-engined Escort

in West Cork and he discovered at
service after stage six that the throttle
was only opening 80 per cent. Kelly
heldseventh atday’send, with the
evergreen Phil Collins eighthand
Wesley Patterson ninth, all in Escorts.
Martin Donnelly who had flown home
from hisbase inthe USA todrive the
McGeehan Motorsport Corolla WRC
rounded off the top ten. Donnelly had
aclearrunthrough that openingday.
One WR Carmissing from the
overnightleaderboard was forestry
champion Mick O’Brien’s Focus. A
leaking power steering pump had
sprayed fluid on to the water pump belt,
which started toslip. He pulled the car
outof therally at service after stage six
tofix the problem and thenrejoined
under Rally 2to testthe car on the
Sunday. Another overnight change was
that Kelleher withdrew his Impreza
WRCtosave thenewly rebuiltengine
any further hardship. It was suspected
thatacompressionring wasfaulty.
Thefinal day consisted of aloop of
three stages, each done twice, making

up60miles. Weather conditions were
dry, butnotas warmas day one. Donagh
Kelly had a particularly good run over
the opening Sunday stage, Ardfield,
takingeight seconds off Croninand
almost ten from O’Riordan. Cronin
tried toretaliate on the second test,
Sam’s Cross, but spun and heended
afurther0.2s back from Kelly.

Cronin wasfastest in the third stage
of theloop, by four seconds, butit was
toolittle, toolate. Donagh Kelly really
only had to stroke his Focus WRC home,
which isexactly whathedid. Themain
changestothetoptenonthefinalday
were that Stafford retired his Darrian
from fourth place with mechanical
problems. Frank Kelly crashed his
Escortintoachicaneandretired
from fifth. Donnelly put his Corolla
WRCintoastageeighthedge andlost
eighth position. Vincent McSweeney
retired from tenth when his Civic
developed an engine problem in stage
ten. O’Riordanretired from third on
the penultimate stage when his Fiesta
WRCbroke a driveshaft. ®

Clonakilty Blackpudding Tarmac Championship (Modified), round two of

seven, West Cork Rally, March 15/16

1 Donagh Kelly/Kevin Flanagan Ford Focus WRC 1h48m 7.7s
Denis Cronin/Coleman Hurley Subaru Impreza WRC +383.7s
Declan Gallagher/Ryan Moore Toyota Starlet +6m12.8s
Phil Collins/Derek Brannigan Ford Escort +6m 59.3s
Wesley Patterson/Johnny Baird | Ford Escort +7m15.2s
Stephen Carey/Breda O'Driscoll | Honda Civic +10m 22.2s
Gary Kiernan/Niall Tierney Ford Escort +10m 24.7s
Cal McCarthy/Eamonn Dullea Honda Civic +10m 30.4s
Andrew Mahon/Andrew Donoghue | Ford Escort +10m59.9s
10 |Jason Ryan/Tadgh O'Sullivan Toyota Starlet +11m 18.4s

Classes: 2: Brian 0°Mahony/ Michele Gallwey (Civic); 3: Stephen Carey/Breda 0'Driscoll (Civic); 4: Philip Cross/JJ Cremin
(Impreza); 5: Tony 0'Driscoll/Anthony 0'Driscoll (Peugeot 106); 6: Stephen Wright/Suzanne Wright (Peugeot 208 R2); 8: Donagh
Kelly/Kevin Flanagan (Focus WRC); 9: Shane Stanley/Liam Fouhy (Civic); 10: Victor Beamish/Susan Beamish (Nova); 11F: Cal
McCarthy/Eamonn Dullea (Civic); 11R: Andrew Mahon/Andrew Donoghue (Escort); 12: Chris Manning/Tim Sayer (Escort); 13:
Declan Gallagher/Ryan Moore (Starlet); 14: Wesley Patterson/Johnny Baird (Escort); 15: Alan O'Riordan/James Jordan
(Impreza); 20: Mark Nangle/Nollaig Breen (Impreza).
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Ellis storms to glory
after Taylor falters
Flying Fortress Stages

By Peter Scherer

Organiser: Dukeries MC When: March 16

Where: Grafton Underwood, Northants Championships:
Rainworth Skoda EMAMC, Roadrunner/ Phoenix Awards
ANEMMC, Jelf Motorsport.com/Ward Construction AEMC
Stages: eight Starters: 52

Johnnie Ellis and Dave Green
took their SubaruImprezatoa
52second victory after an
entertaining duel with Alex
Taylor and Mark Swallow.

Thelatter pair had toend
theirrally early. Their Subaru
Forrester was able to continue
after they broke a wheel after
hittinga chicane, but they then
succumbed to a broken gearbox.

The opening stage was cancelled
after Steve and Brett Marriott’s
Impreza caughtfire. But once
underway it was Taylor that hit
the front, two seconds up on Ellis,
before the roles were reversed on
stage three. Taylor not only
hauled back Ellis’s seven second
lead, but was ahead after stage
four, before retirement beckoned.

Rob Smith had son Jordy
alongside in his Escortand the
duomanaged to hold off Gary
Wayne/Tony Szubert (Impreza)
for third until stage four, when an
oil pipe burstand gave them a
maximum.

After Taylor’sretirement Wayne
retained second, but had Ben
Cressey/Tom Murphy’s Impreza
closing in the final stages. Last
year’s winners Alex Cannon/Ray
Keith had been fifth best on the
first stage, but their Impreza’s
gearbox expired on the nextrun.

Lee and Craig Burgess climbed
from seventh, first time outin
their new Impreza, tofinish a
strongfourth and with Gawaine
Clark/Sean Bailey’s Impreza
retiring with overheating plugs,
Andy Graham/Will Henry
(Impreza) and William/Stuart
Moore (Mitsubishi Lancer)
completed the top six.

Tom Walster and Pete Shaw’s
Suzuki Swift took charge of Class
Onefrom the second stage, taking
victory by well over four seconds
from John Taylor/Jayne
Edgington’s Talbot Sunbeam, the
classleadersonthe openingrun.

Chris Bellamy/Ashlie Thorpe’s
Citroén Saxomade a flying start
in Class Two, but their 22slead
ontheopeningrunbecamea
second stage retirement and
handed the lead to Mick Pickles/
James Crosland (Proton Satria).
From stage five Robert Dillon/
Peter Weston (Honda Civic)
led the way.

Despite a stage four maximum
Rob Smith reclaimed Class Three
onthe penultimate stage after the
Escort of rivals Stuart Ranby/Ian
Bassretired on stagefive. They
were joined on the retirements list
by Peugeot 205 GT crew Ross Wey/
Liam Carfrae whose engine let go
onstage seven.

Simon/Sarah Connolly Porsche
911 took Class Four spoils.
Results
1 Johnnie Ellis/Dave Green (Subaru Impreza) 51m 36s;
2 Gary Wayne/Tony Szubert (Subaru Impreza) +52s;

3 Ben Cressey/Tom Murphy (Subaru Impreza);

4 Lee Burgess/ Craig Burgess (Subaru Impreza);

5 Andy Graham/Will Henry (Subaru Impreza);

6 William Moore/Stuart Moore (Mitsubishi Lancer);

7 Simon Belcher/Nigel Wetton (Subaru Impreza);

8 Tom Walster/Pete Shaw (Suzuki Swift); 9 John
Tolson/ Connor Tolson (Subaru Impreza); 10 Hugh Peat/
Mick Sendall (Subaru Impreza). Class winners, 1:
Walster/ Shaw; 2: Robert Dillon/ Peter Weston (Honda

Civic); 3: Rob Smith/Jordy Smith (Ford Escort RS1800
Mk2); 4: Simon Connolly/Sara Connolly (Porsche 911).
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McGarrity had stage one
issues, but still took glory

e TR | o

Creighton won ﬁmior clasé
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McGrady Insurance Stages
By Michael Patterson

Organiser: Ballynahinch and District MC When: March 15 Where:
Bishopscourt Motor Racing Circuit, County Down Championships:
McGrady Insurance MSA NI Rally Championship Starters: 74 Stages: 14

Multiple Bishopscourt winner Derek
McGarrity took another fine win atthe
venue on Saturday when he and
co-driver James McKee dominated
the McGrady Insurance Stages in their
MiniJCWWRC.

KevinBarrett was partnered by Leslie
McGaffinand had one hisbestrunstodate,
takingsecond in his Subaru Impreza WRC
S14while Desi Henry rounded off the
podium in his older Impreza WRC.

TheBallynahinch and District organised
event was the openinground of the NIRally
Championship due tothenew events
rotational system coming into effect.
Theclubhad putalotof effortintomaking
theroute as innovative as possible, and
introduced amultiple stage format to keep
competitorsontheirtoes.

Astheopeningstage got underway; it
became apparent that number one seed
McGarrity was in trouble. His Mini WRC
had gone into safe mode on the startline.
McGarrity explained thathe had failed to
switchonasecondfanashe washeld onthe
line, and the ex-Dani Sordomachine
spluttered around with aloss of morethan
30seconds. He wasn’t the only one in trouble
though. Derek McGeehan missed a split
inhisMini WRC, and incurred a stage
maximum for his mistake. Peadur Hurson

ROAD RALLY ROUND -UP

lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/Gwawr Hughes took
their first win of the year on a closely fought
Moonbeam Rally.

Richard Jerman/Lowri Davies had built up alead
of 13 seconds as they approached the petrol halt,
however a broken panhard rod then put them out
oftherally.

Roberts/Hughes arrived at Petrol with a narrow
lead of over top seeds Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Steve
Price. Both crews were to be slowed by mechanical
problems in the second half. The winners lost all
lighting briefly on a number of occasions.

was another who dropped a lot of time when
hisEscort WRC stopped on stage.

Kevin Barrett was the pace setter over the
openingtestandlooked to beleading from
Emma McKinstry. Butatiming problem
becomingevident. Some crews were given
times considerably faster than they had
done. Equally, alothad been given times that
were considerably slower. As therally
moved on, McGarritty setabout undoinghis
SS1timeloss. Fasteston SS2andrighton
through to SS6, he was makinginroads
intohis deficit. Behind the scenes, the
timekeepers were workingtotry and fix the
first stage time, but a solution could not be
found and the stage was neutralised.

Atastroke, McGarrity was back intothe
lead, and now stood 12 seconds ahead of
Barrett. EmmaMcKinstry wasa strong
third, butadelay at the start of SS7meant
theBanbrigelady started the stage with
cold tyresand abigovershoot into thefirst
corner costnearly 30 seconds. She dropped
tosixth. Derek McGeehan was another to
benefit from the stage one scrappingand he
jumpedback up tofourth.

DesiHenry was into the top three after SS7
and was driving well despite gearbox
problems plaguinghim all day. Martin
Cairnshadahigh-speed spinon SS7and
dropped back to seventh in hisrecently
acquired Impreza WRC. McGarritty was
very much in control now butajammed
gearlinkage slowed him alittle. Barrett
madethemost of itand went fastest on stage
nine followed closely by Henry just 0.4s
behind. Once the McGarrity Mini was

Roberts/Price were doubtful that they would
make the end of the rally as an engine mounting was
breaking up. They did get there but were passed for
second by Jonty and Nick Bloxham, who had lost
time on the rough opening white. The top three
crews were separated by little more than
30 seconds at the finish.

At Petrol four of the top five places were held by
drivers from the Roberts clan. Gary Roberts/Max
Freeman went on to finishin fifth but Wyn Roberts/
Tom Pritchard retired with alternator failure.

IanMills

sorted, the multiple NorthernIrish
champion wasfree to cruise, extendinghis
winning margin to25s.

Former Irish Forestry champion Pat
O’Connelldominated Gp Nallday in his
Lancer while Alistair Cochrane was in
control of the two-wheel-drive fight for most
of theday. David Armstronghad got close on
afew stages but dropped back later on.

Themost impressive drive of the day went
toformer Junior driver Kyle Whitein his
Citroén C2R2. Hehad afantastic day-long
battle with Stephen Smith in his Civic.
White always seemed to have the edge and
second in 2WD and Class Four spoils were
justrewardsforthe Belfast teenager.
William Creighton was co-driven by Liam
Regan and wasnever challenged in the
Junior 1000 Rally. His Citroén C1 finished
54sahead of the impressively improving
Michael McGarrity inhis Micra.

Results

1 Derek McGarrity/James McKee (Mini WRC) 37m 139s;

2 Kevin Barrett/ Lesley McGaffin (Subaru Impreza WRC)+25.0s;

3 Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan (Impreza WRC); 4 Derek McGeehan/
Laurie Smyth (Mini WRC); 5 Alan Carmichael/ lvor Lamont (Mini
WRC); 6 Emma McKinstry/ Kenny Hull (Impreza); 7 Martin Cairns/
Clare Gamble (Impreza); 8 George Robinson/Tommy Speers
(Mitsubishi Lancer E9); 9 Alistair Cochrane/Alexander Cochrane
(Ford Escort); 10 Ray Brammer/ Gary McElhinney (Subaru Impreza
88). Classes, 1: Neil Monaghan/Jamie Monaghan (Ford Fiesta); 2:
Pat 0°Connell/ Mark Wiley (Lancer E9); 3: Jordan Hone/Paul Hone
(Nissan Micra); 4: Kyle White/Alan Purdy (Citrogn C2 R2); 5: John
Gordon/Thomas Wedlock (Escort); 6: Alistair Cochrane/Alexander
Cochrane (Escort); 7: David Armstrong/Paul Mulholland (Escort RS);
8: Henry/ Moynihan; 9: McGarrity/ McKee; 10: Malcolm Pedlow/ lvor
Ferguson (BMW 2002); 11: Drew Wylie/Jay Colville (Ford Escort).
McGrady Insurance Junior 1000: 1 William Creighton/Liam Regan
(Citroén C1) 48m 8.6s; 2 Michael McGarrity/Steven Massey (Nissan
Micra) +54.0s; 3 Philip White/ Matthew Mason (Micra).

Results

Organiser: Telford Auto Club When: March 15/16 Where: Shropshire
Championships: ANWCC, AWMMC Route: 120 miles Starters: 61

1 lan ‘Dude’ Roberts/ Gwawr Hughes (VW Golf GTi) 2m 58s;

2 Jonty Bloxham/Nick Bloxham (Peugeot 106 GTi) +30s;

3 Mark ‘GT’ Roberts/Steve Price (VW Golf GTi); 4 Nic Morris/ Martin
Phasey (Ford Escort); 5 Gary Roberts/Max Freeman (Peugeot 205 GTi);
6 Kev Bolver/ Dylan Andrew (Ford Escort); 7 Phillip Jones/ Clive Jones
(Ford Escort); 8 Simon Harrison/ Paul Holmberg (Subaru Impreza);

9 Peter Roberts/Richard Jackson (VW Golf GTi); 10 Dan Darkin/

Nick Darkin (Vauxhall Nova).

Classes, Semi-Experts: Richard Poole/ Owen Morgan (Ford Sierra); Novices:
Nick Skidmore/ Chris Jones (Ford Escort Mexico).
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Owen leads all the
way for Anglesey win

Lee Holland Memorial

Stages
ByDaveVThomas

Organiser: Pendle DMC with Garstang and Preston MC
When: March 16 Where: Anglesey Circuit
Championships: ANWCC, ANCC, SD34, Junior F1000
Starters: 35 Stages: eight

Top seed Wil Owen took his second
successive event victory. Heand
co-driver Rob Hopewell won by 33
seconds in their Millington Escort.

Mike Gilman andIain Douglas
(Escort Cosworth) took the runner-
up spot by just six seconds from late
entry Bertie Morton/Mark Walker,
who were in a Ford Escort Mk2.

Owenled fromthestart, the damp
track drying quickly for the eight
testing stagesthat featureda
higher number of splitsand
merges thanusual.

With the top three from the big-
engined class, fourth spot went to
theleading Class C car, the Honda-
engined Escort of Julian Jones/
Mikey Herritts. They won by just
over twominutes fromthe
well-developed Focus of Robert
Hughes/Kevin Butler. Novice crew
Alwyn Haycock/Lucy Samuel
(Nova)took third in classalong
withthe Novicetrophiesanda
placeinthetoptenoverall.

Mathew Robertsand Sarah
Hughestook their customary Class
Baward in their Saxo. They were
justoverthreeminutesuponthe
FiestaR1of Gus Greensmith/
Adam Wilks, withlocal brothers
Dylan and Iwan Parry third
intheir206 and afurther two
minutes adrift.

Asexpected John Hardman, with
Paul Jackson, won Class A inthe
veryrapid Micra, which finished
well inside the top ten. They were
nearly four minutes ahead of
Adam Booth/David Grainger
(Nova)with Joshua Ross/Richard
Mason (Micra) next up.

Theone-litre class featured four
Micraentries thatallfinished
withinfour minutes of each other.
They were led by ex-Junior F1000
driver Robert Kennedy/Abi
Haycock, who was well ahead of
Jonny Stockwell/Tom Hutchins
with Cathy Sewart/Merv Williams
takingthird.

Sewart’s usual Sunbeam-Lotus
was beingused by her partner
Mike Taylor. He suffered tyre and
brakeissues and then head gasket
failureinjustthreestages.

The Junior F1000section had 13
startersandaclear win for top
seeds William Creighton/Neil
Colman in their Citroén C1. Will
Butler/Yan Griffiths (Peugeot 107)
finished over aminute behind with
Harry Williams/Vince Mosley (C1)
third. Sebastian Perez had the
experience of Mark Higginsin the
hotseat butanavigational error
costthem third place.

Results

1 Wil Owen/Rob Hopewell (Ford Escort Mk2) 45m 52s;

2 Mike Gilman/ lain Douglas (Ford Escort Cosworth) +33s;
3 Bertie Morton/Mark Walker (Ford Escort Mk2) +39;

4 Julian Jones/Mikey Henitts (Ford Escort); 5 Oliver
Davies/Ben Innes (Ford Escort Mk2); 6 Mathew Roberts/
Sarah Hughes (Citroén Saxo); 7 Robert Hughes/ Kevin
Butler (Ford Focus); 8 John Hardman/Paul Jackson
(Nissan Micra); 9 Ken Jones/Huw Williams (Mitsubishi
Lancer); 10 Alwyn Haycock/ Lucy Samuel (Vauxhall Nova).
Classes: Owen/Hopewell, Jones/ Herritts, Roberts/ Hughes,
Hardman/Jackson, Robert Kennedy/Abi Haycock (1.0
Nissan Micra). Juniors: 1 William Creighton/ Neil Colman
(Citrogn C1) 54m 39s; 2 Will Butler/Yan Griffiths (Peugeot
107) +1m 12s; 3 Harry Williams/Vince Mosley (Citroén
C1); 4 Charlie Barlow/Melanie Holmes (Nissan Micra); 5
Matthew Davies/ Mark Crisp (Nissan Micra); 6 Ben Cross/
George Morrison (Toyota Yaris); 7, Sebastian Perez/ Mark
Higgins (Nissan Micra); 8 Zac Hughes/ Chris Evans
(Citrogn C1); 9 Tommi Meadows/lan Oakey (Nissan
Micra); 10 Luke Barker/Karen Phelps (Peugeot 107).
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“The new F250 engines

ran for the first time”
Superkarts hit the track, below

ByRussell Hayes

This season’s revamped
MSA British KF Junior
Championshipissettobe
axed after a lack of entries,
according to Super One
chief John Hoyle.
Inordertocutrunningcosts,
the KF Junior classhad been set
touseapooled system of Vortex
engines supplied by British
Rotax champion Strawberry
Racing. Theengine is commonly
used in the KF category across
Europe. Ahead of next
weekend’s opening Super One
MSA round at Shenington,
Hoyle said entry numbers were
only insinglefigures.
“We’venot madeafinal
decision but thereare only seven
oreightentriessofar,” Hoyle
said. “Butthereareonlyfive
Brits competing intheclasson
the WSK calendar. Idon’t think
it’sthefinancial climate thatisa
main factor, the KFengine has

THEAXEAF

SuperOnebosseshlamethe

KF Junior has struggled to
garner a worthwhile grid

justnot worked. The CIK-FIA
and manufacturershave tried to
copy the Rotax formula but
similarbudgets are being spent
now inRotax. Atthe World KF
Championshipround at PFilast
year, there were only 25 entries
tothe supporting KF Junior

]

owqffillﬁ'fftht_a‘"_KF_engineforlowgrid_numhers_,

=)

International Super Cup-that’s
from around the world. The CIK
hastolearnfrom itsmistakes
andhastogetthenew KFengine
right when it isreleased in2016.
Wewon’treplace KF Junior
withanother classonthe
weekend timetable, we will

SHKEJUNIORFACING
[ERLOW ENTRIES'

probably just give more track
timetothe otherclasses.”
Hoylesaid the MSA British
Senior Championship, KZ1, has
received positive entriesahead
of itssecond year this season.
“Withdriverssuch as Scott
Allenand Dennis Gorman

Photos: Kartpix.net

L
Hoyle may call
- ,—.\ t.1me on KF Junior

movingintoKZ1thisyear,I'm
happy with the gearbox class,”
headded. “The MSA serieshas
neverhad massive entry
numbers. Eventhe Formula A
classmany yearsago only
attracted 15to20 drivers when :
the economy was good.” B

Super One guest
drives to continue

Super One head John Hoyle
says the continued offer of
guestdrivestolocal racerscan
increase grid numbers.

Drivers wishingto compete
inthe MSA BritishIAME
Cadet or KZ1 championships,
KGP Pro, TKM Extreme,
Junior TKM or Junior Rotax
Max Academy can take
advantage of notpayinga
registrationfee unless they
participate inafurtherround.

Hoylesaid the concepthas
helped the championship
attractdrivers who initially
considered nationalracingas
tooexpensive.

“The concept gives local
driversatasterasmany think
it’shardto compete,” he said.
“Ithelpsthemthattheyare
drivingattheirlocal circuit so
they have track knowledge and
sometake advantage by
starting on pole position.

‘Alotof thetimeitdraws
thosedriversintothe
championshipfor future
rounds and we plan on
continuingto offer the guest
driver opportunities.”

Fewtrell says he feels ready to take the fight to Europe’s best

Fewtrell warms up for

European KF Junior ace Max
Fewtrell says his strong start
tothe season can help him to win
international titles this year.
The 14-year-old claimed second
place inthe Winter Cupin
Lonato and followed that up by
winningtherecentfinal round
of the WSK Champions Cup. He
was second in the points behind
team-mate Enaam Ahmed.
Ahead of this weekend’s first
round of the WSK Super Master
Series at Sarno in Italy, Fewtrell
said the experience gained from
hismaiden year of international
racinglast season hasbeena

European title tilts

major influence on his form.

“I'mdefinitely more prepared
thanthistimelastseason,” he
said. “I'm training more and feel
fitter. Along with the pre-season
winter training, IfeelI'm able
challenge ata higherlevel.”

Fewtrell said working with
Ahmed, who has claimed two
major European wins this year,
ishelping: “By working together,
we’re able to plan ahead of the
finals.I’'m gaining confidence by
consistently challenging atthe
front sofarand that will helpme
to go for European and World
titlesthis season.”

Clay entries open
Entries are now open for the
second round of the Clay Pigeon
Kart Club Championship on April
13.The meeting will also host the
Formula Blue O Plate. Visit
claypigeonkartclub.com for
more information.

Half price racing
Dunkeswell Kart Club is offering half
price entries for the AME Cadet and
MiniMax classes for its second
meeting on March 30. All applicable
drivers who enter online, pay the full
race fee of £60, will be refunded half
of the entry after the meeting. For
more details or to enter online head to
dunkeswellkartclub.co.uk.

Karting survey

The ABKC drivers’ representative
Andrew Rees-Reynolds is
seeking driver feedback to help
outline the future of the sport. An
online survey has been
published with questions
relating to drivers’ views on the
current structure of British
karting and the state of
MSA-sanctioned racing. It can
be viewed and completed at
surveymonkey.com/s/GNGFLCR

Non-MSA at Llandow
South Wales Kart Centre will host the
inaugural non-MSA IKR South Wales
Race at Llandow this Sunday.
Classes will be available for almost all
karts and engines providing they
meet basic class regulations. Entry is
£40 per driver. A minimum total entry
of 50 drivers applies. Call 01446
795568 for more information.

Superkart numbers set to grow after capacity test at Silverstone

British Superkart Association
headsbelieve their successful test
day at Silverstonelast weekend
will boostentries to the season
opener at Oulton Park.

Thetestday hitthe maximum 50
entriesandsofar 15drivers have
registered for the March 29 event
in Cheshire. Last year’sfirstevent
at Castle Combe had 33 entries.

LastSaturday’s test was the first
time thenew F250 National class
engines were shaken down.

Ahandful of driverstested the
THR and Viper unitsbutthe DEA
alternative was unavailable in the
final specification.

New BSA chairman John
Dickinson said hehoped drivers
were awaiting feedback from the
test before deciding whether to
enter the openinground.

“Pastentry numbers have been
highfor thefirstround,”
Dickinson said, “but this
year, with thenew engines coming
in, drivers seem tobe more
cautious. Many are waitingto
hear how the units have
performed. The test day was more
aboutengine durability than
actual performance.”

Competition managerIan
Rushforth added: “If drivers

Rotax DD2 won’t run in the UK this season

RotaxDD2racingwillnotrunin
thisseason’s Super Oneseries
despiteall effortstorevitalise
theclass.

The classlast competed ona
nationallevel in 2009. Drivers
have more recently favoured
Senior Rotaxand the 177
championships. DD2 does enjoy
healthy grids in European Rotax
competition. British Rotaxace
Sean Babington is Euromax DD2

titlefavourite with Strawberry
Racingthisseason.
“We'vetrieditinthepastandit
didn’thave enough momentum
tosustainitself tocarryon,”
Super One co-ordinator John
Hoylesaid. “Whennobody in the
UKisrunningitatclublevel, it’s
always goingtobetough to
attracttheentries. We put it out
there for drivers to come back to
enter butit’snotbeen takenup.”

wanted to know what the engines
arelike, they should be out there
testingagainstothers.

“Thenew engines are only
affectingthesharpend of the
grid. Weneed aminimum of 30
driverstofinancially break even
andmakeitviable.”

F250racer Mark Stansfield was
thesoledrivertotest thisyear’s
new Viper unit.

Stansfield raced ona Honda
development engineforthe
second half of lastseason. “The
Viper certainly is smoother,” he
said. “There’sless vibration and it
packsapunch.”

RotaxDD2 is bigin Europe
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ROUND-UP

Craig MacWilliam joined the elite
list of double sporting trial
winners this season. He was six
marks ahead of relative newcomer
Jonathan Ralph at Ballybrew in
County Wicklow. Alan Kilkenny
was another mark down in third
place, and was unable to add to
his five victories so far. At the end
of thefirst lap these three were
covered by a single mark, but
MacWilliam pulled clear on the
second circuit. lan MacWilliam
shared the winning car with his
brother to take Grade B in sixth
overall, while the other grade wins
went to Alec Watkins and Philip
Hughes. There were 31 starters.
Gordon Moodie and Chris
Burgoyne shared the BriSCA
F2 spoils at the Cowdenbeath
Racewall on Saturday. Willie
Draeger led the cars away when
the final started but, almost
immediately, Moodie dived inside
Burgoyne before setting off after
the leader. Just after half distance
Moodie caught Draeger to take
the lead and once there drove
away fora comfortable win.
BriSCAF1 star Michael Scriven
won both heats and the final at
the V8 Hotstox meeting at the
Pr1mo Northampton Raceway
on Sunday. Phoebe Wainman
finished second in the hard-hitting
meeting. Tom Spencer was third,
and he went on to win the Grand
Nationalfinale.

RESULTS

Sporting Trial: Ballybrew

1 Craig MacWilliam (Ersking-Yamaha) 9
marks; 2 Jonathan Ralph (Suzuki) 15m;

3 Alan Kilkenny (Kilkenny-Yamaha) 16m;

4 Gordon Erskine (Erskine-Yamaha) 18m; 5
Morgan Evans (Honda) 20m; 6 lan MacWilliam
(Erskine-Yamaha) 22m; 7 Paul Needham
(Erskine-Honda) 23m; 8 James Ralph (Suzuki)
23m; 9 Gordon Watkins (Watkins-Yamaha)
23m; 10 lan Sweeney (Suzuki) 25m. Grade
winners: Jonathan Ralph; lan MacWilliam;
Alec Watkins (Watkins-Yamaha) 34m; Philip
Hughes (Sheane VW) 42m.

BriSCA F2: Cowdenbeath

Final: 1 Gordon Moodie; 2 Chris Burgoyne; 3
Liam Rennie; 4 Craig Wallace; 5 Robbie
Dawson; 6 Marc Fortune; 7 Dennis Middler; 8
Stevie Forster; 9 Willie Draeger; 10 Tam Meikle.

Tapscott to returnin
upgraded Vauxhall

Allan Tapscott, who won thefirst
round of the BTRDA Clubmans
Rallycross Championship, has
committed toracinginall
rallycross events Britain this year.

TheDevonshire ace will tackle
therestof the BTRDA seriesand
the MSA British Championship
too. “Three of the eventsthis
year are at Pembrey, which ismy
closestcircuit,” said the Vauxhall
Corsadriver. “They’re easy for
metogetto,butIwanttodoall
theeventstosupportrallycross
asawhole.”

Tapscott said car improvements
meant he should be competitive
inbothseries. “We’ve worked so
hard toget this car working,”
heexplained. “Thad ayear outto
develop it because we kept
blowingupengines. Wetried to
build it with astandard engine
but that didn’t work. We have that
sorted now,and we have adjusted
theangleof therear axletohelp
traction and it’s worked.

“Thenextthingthecarneedsis
asequential gearbox, which will
happen whenIhave the budget.
I'mgoingtoraceasmuchas
possiblethisyear.”

ROUND-UP

I-IAVE YOUR SAY

The Government consultation into closed roads
motor sportruns until April 10. Totake part,
visitthe Department for Culture, Media and Sport
website (gov.uk/organisations/department-for-
culture-media-sport) and look for the
‘consultations’ section. For details of suggested
responses, visitthe MSA website (msauk.org).

ByJames Bolton

Avon Tyres/TTC Group
MSA British Hillclimb
Championship chiefs say
they would be keen to add
more closed-road events to
the calendarifthe laws are
changedinthe UK.

The Government isrunninga
consultation to consider
allowing motorsportevents to
takeplace on closed public
roads (MN, March 5).

TheBritish Hillclimb series
features three closed-road
venues in NorthernIreland,
Guernsey and Jersey, where the
lawsare different.

Elvington to host UK
speed record event

A new speed record event will
be held at Elvington Airfield,
near York,on May 17/18.

The Yorkshire Mile Speed
Eventis organised by the UK
Timing Association and
will offer competitors a
chance tosetrecords on the
one-mile runway.

“This is the first event of its
type and it could be a first step
for drivers aiming to break
worldrecords,” said a
spokesman. “Contenders will
have to goin both directions
withinan hour toseta
recorded time. That will be
averaged out between the two
runs to find the final time.
We’ll have static displays of
current projects and past
record setting vehicles too.”

Entries are now open with
details at facebook.com/
uktimingassociation.

“They’reall good venues and
they have their own specific
quirkiness,” said British
Hillclimb co-ordinator Jackie
Wilson. “But they are more
expensive for the competitors
tovisit because they’re off-
shore. This consultation could
open up some opportunities.”

Leadinghillclimb competitor
WillHall added: “On closed-
road eventsthe surfaceisabit
rougherand moreslippery,” he
said. “At Craigantlet in Belfast
theroad hasquiteacrownonit
soyouhavetoraisethecar
slightly. It’sa good opportunity
torevisit the calendar and
maybe bring innew rounds.”

Photos: Eddle Walder mkpics.net and David DJ Jones

Will Hall would welcome
! more closed-road events

BRITISH HILLCLIMB’S CLOSED ROAD VENUES

Craigantlet, Northern
Ireland

August2,2014

The hillclimb at Craigantletis to
the east of Belfast and was first
runin 1913. lt's the only venue in
Northern Ireland to have hosted a
round of the MSA Biritish Hillclimb
Championship. It's organised by
the Ulster Automobile Club

Bouley Bay, Jersey

July 17,2014

Accessible by catermaran from
Poole or Weymouth, thisis a
popular round of the British

Hillclimb Championship. It has
been on the calendar since 1947.
The climbis located on the north
side of the island near the Waters
Edge Hotel. It is organised by the
Jersey Motor Cycle and Light
CarClub

ValdesTerres, Guernsey
July 19,2014

The Monaco Grand Prix of
hillclimbing. The 0.48-mile route
begins at St Peter Port and climbs
tothe clifftop. It's organised by
the Guernsey Motor Cycle and
CarClub

Weaver: champ’s advice helped Hot Rod form ' Junior rallycross

National Hot Rod star Kym
Weaver says the help of a
former champion meant he
was able to dominate the
opening round of the season
in Birmingham recently.

The Vauxhall Tigra driver
won both of his heats and the
finalin the firstrace at the
venue since the winter break.

“It means we’re back up to
third in the points,” said
Weaver. “We worked on the
car over the winter and the
changes made a difference.
We looked at the suspension
and I had some help from
[former world champion]
Malcolm Blackman and
others. They pointed me in
theright direction and
suggested some things to try.
If we make a few more
changes and keep consistent
then we should qualify for the
World Final.”

Weaver stayed sharp over
the winter by competing in
South Africa: “I was one of
seven drivers to go. The races
areondirtsoit’s quite an
experience.Iended up third
in the championship and won
Driver of the Tour too.”

The next National Hot Rod
round takes place at Ipswich
on March 29.

.champ reshells Swift

! Former Junior Rallycross

champion AidenHillsis
re-shellinghis car ahead of the

| MSA British Rallycross season.

The 18-year-old’s Suzuki Swift

| washitintherearafterhe’d

retired from the Rallycross Grand
Prixat Croftlatelast season.
“Westarted building thenew
carlastweekend,” said hisdad
Darren. “Aiden wasnever really
happy with the previous carand it
was written off inthe shuntso
we’repreparinganew ‘shell. It’s
hitthebudgetabitanditmeans
we won’tberacingitforawhile.
Theonly problemisitcantakea
whileto getback tobeingsharp.”
DarrenHillsadded thatthe
car could beused in circuitevents
too: “Aiden will sithis ARDS test
soon. Thefocusismoreon
rallycross but when the caris
ready we’lllook at getting it onto
acircuittoo.”

READERS LETTERS: YOUR REACTION TO THE AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX

Lynne in a spin
Reigning MSA British Hot Hatch
champion John Lyne is weighing
up his options of where toracein
2014.The Citroén Saxo driver
won the Production category at
the firstround of the BTRDA
Clubmans championship at
Blyton recently.

Rapid Cooper

Multiple Autograss champion Phil
Cooper debuted his new Class Ten
machine at Nottingham recently. “I
had gearbox and brake trouble in the
heats,” he said. “But the car feels
great. It's been years since a car-
engined special won Class Ten, the
bike engines have dominated. We're
using a Duratec to change that!”

RX to grow

FIA World Rallycross organiser
Martin Anayi says there are more
big announcements to come
ahead of the 2014 season: “We
stillhave some drivers to
announce their campaigns and
we’re working towards some
interesting wildcard entrants at
selected rounds thisyear” He
added rounds could take place in
Spain and Russia in future years.

BriSCAF1 benefits
BriSCAF1 driver Lee Fairhurst says
the opening rounds of this year's
series will be tricky for drivers: “We'll
need to get to grips with new tyres
and shock absorbers. In the first
month of the season we'll be testing
them. It's agood move because it's
more affordable and should help to
get more drivers into stock cars.”

F2World Final

Plans for the BriSCA F2 World
Final at Cowdenbeath Racewall
are beginning to take shape. The
event takes place on September
12-14, with the consolation semi-
final planned for the Friday night.
The final will take place on the
Saturday while heritage cars will
make their first appearancein
Scotland on Friday and Saturday.

RX tyre deal

The RallycrossRX series will have a
single tyre supplier this year. Cooper
has signed a three-year deal with the
championship organisers. The firm
has supplied competitors in the
European series, which becomes the
World championship this year, for
decades.

Festival of Power

The Santa Pod Festival of Power
will run on Friday April 18 until
Sunday April 20. The Easter event
willinclude the first round of the
MSA British Drag Racing
Championship, whichis
contested by 200mph Pro Mod
machines. Funny Cars and Top
Fuel Dragsters will also compete
on the Northamptonshire drag
strip, and there will be air
displays and staticdisplays.
Tickets are from £19 per day, with
under-16s entering for free.

Dragsters will be in a::tic;n
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announcements to come’

FIA World Rallycross, below

Photo: Matt Bull

HACLTOFIGHT
ks BﬂMPENSATIﬂN

— - TIMELINE OF TURMOIL
. F & A g April 2006 Aninjunction means the noise =
44 Firstnoise complaintsaremade ~ from the stadium can'tgo over =
— L E acertain limitexcept foron 12 -
- April4,2008 days peryearwhenitcanreach -
- Dave and Ronald Coventry 55 decibels. The stadium can -

buy the stadium, buthad been only operate between 1000hrs
involvedinits activities since 1993 and 1800hrs

—
January 2009 February?21,2012 3
Noise abatement works are Court of Appeal overturns
completed at the stadium the verdict
February1l,2011 February 26,2014
The High Courtsaysthe owners ~ Supreme Court upholds the
of Mildenhall must pay £20,000 original verdict. Details of the
damagesto the claimants. injunction and costs are yetto be
= = The owners of Mildenhall finalised but compensation has
Circuit bosses will battle £ — : Stadiummustalsopaycosts.  tobepaid
a Supreme Court order & : P — =
Theoperator of the Mildenhall meant the stadiumfaced character of thearea. The Mildenhall Stadium’has 12,000 was unanimous among thefive
circuitin Suffolk sayshe’ll bankruptcy. He’snow raisinga stadiumisnexttoRAF likes. We need the supportof as lawlords involved in the case.
takehiscasetoParliamentafter =~ publicpetition, with detailsto Mildenhall. They operate many factions of motor sport Theruling could mean
the stadium was ordered to pay beannounced atalater date. Ospreys there, the propeller-jet aswecanget.” business owners can’tdefend
compensation and coststoalocal “Thisverdictmeansanything  craftthattiltsits wings. They’re Mildenhall owners erected themselves by arguinga venue
resident that complained about that’snoisyisatrisk,” said extremely noisy and there are anacousticbarrier after they was operating before the
noisefromthe stadium. Coventry. “We’d had zero thousands of flights per year. received theinitialcomplaintin = complainants movedtoanarea.
Dave Coventry, owner and complaints in30years, we “We’ve had atremendous 2006. The barrier cost£40,000and They alsocan’trely on existing
operator of the venuesince1993, havethebestneighboursand amount of publicsupport satisfied thelocal council. planning permission that allows
said the Supreme Court verdict motorsportispartof the and the Facebook page ‘Save The Supreme Court’sdecision  astadium tooperate.

Photos: Steve Wilkinson

The SBD Motorsport British = | JCALENDXAR
Sprint Championship gets
underway at Castle Combe Mar 22 Castle Combe
~onSaturday. 2 Apr 21 Croft
The series will have a new 3 |May10 Lydden Hill
look this year asmany of the May 17/18 |Snetterton
competitors will be using May31/June 1{Pembrey
new cars. 8/9 |Jun7/8 Anglesey
Frontrunner Terry Jul19/20  |Knockhill
Graves will drive an ex-Rob Aug9/10  |Kirkistown
Turnbull Gould GR55. Oct4/5 Anglesey
The Cosworth HB
V8-powered car replaces
. Graves’previous GR37. John
Graham, whofinished in the
topten inlast year’s series,
hasalso switched toa Gould
GR55. His version has a 2.65-
. litre NME V8engine.
Grahame Harden made
great strides with his Jedi
Mk61last year, and will
continue to progress now
he’sswapped toaDallara-
Vauxhall. Hisaim will be to - - - - O o =
top the two-litre class. Chris Calder aims even higher with his reworked Gould for fresh British Sprint campaign
Bennett has also moved into
the two-litre section after SBD Motorsport MSA British “We’re goingtorunthe car Colin. “We’ll have to wait and Musson is adark horse, he’s
selling his Formula Ford Sprint champion Colin Calder  alotricherthisyear,” said see if she startstobeatme getting alot of power out of
machine and swapping it says there’s more speed to Colin. “Ithasalotof aero regularly, certainly last hiscar. It’sgood to see alot
for a FF2000 Van Diemen. ~comefromhis Gould-NME. grip sowe’re goingto do some season went very well.” of people out this year.”
Mike Manning will return s Calder won the title last experimenting with the set- Calder added that Terry @®The British Motor Sprint
with his four-wheel-drive year after securing nine wins up to get the most out of it.” Graves was a title threat: “He Association, headed by Paul
Ford Puma, which was tested in his 3.5-litre machine. His Heather completed a part- should go very well in his Parker, will continue to run
by BTCC champion Andrew ~ daughter Heather won the season last year but will do GR55, the Cosworth HB that the MSA British Sprint
Jordan for MNlast year. . second Knockhill round in moreroundsthisterm. “She’s  hehasisafastenginesothat’s = Championship for the next
SteveWilkinson the same car. nipping at my heels,” said acompetitive package. Mike five seasons.

Calder says he is aiming
for better results in 2014

D GOT SQUARE EYES? FIND OUT WHAT’S ON THE BOX THIS WEEK > > DPAGE35

Waterhouse enjoys
aclean afternoon

SportingTrial:Stuart
Butterfield

By Duncan Stephens

Organisers: Yorkshire Sports Car Club When:
March 16 Where: Keighley Championships:
BTRDA and NPTCC Starters: 28

Richard Waterhouse sprung
asurprise by winning the
Stuart Butterfield Trial,
which was organised by
Martin Grimwood and
Yorkshire Sports Car Club.

Butterfield wasa
manufacturer of seven cars
and athree-time BTRDA
Gold Star champion.

Thefirst championship
runningof thetrialhad dry
conditions that necessitated
tyre pressures of ten pounds-
per-square-inch to try and
slow the crews.

BTRDA sporting trials
chairman Julian Fack went
clean on the first round and
had dropped only one point
by lunch on the blustery
countryside. Andrew
Woodhead and NPTCC
champion Simon Kingsley
wereready to pounce and
were ahead of Waterhouse,
Peter McKinney and
Neil McHardy.

Consistent drizzle during
the afternoon made the
bumpy ground extremely
unforgiving and quickly
dropped Fack back with a six
and an eight during thisnext
round of six hills. McKinney
had a good round to move up
theleaderboard butrear
suspension failure ended
hisday with four hillsleft.

Waterhouse had a clean
afternoon to win by a point
from Andrew Woodhead and
Ian Bell, who tied. Kingsley
slipped back to fourth ahead
of Richard Sharp, who
finished fifth and won the
novice classtoend hisfirst
year inthe sportonahigh.

The top five places were
allfilled by different makes
of car, while Fack slipped
back to sixth place ahead
of George Watson, who had
dropped a costly eight during
the second round, finishing
eight points off the winner.

Pat Henson won the
intermediate classand was
toplive axlefinisher in
eighth position inafield of
28 crews. Neil McHardy
finished ninth ahead of
Brian Thornton. Overall it
was a challenging day where
all competitors made errors.

Thenextround of the
BTRDA seriesisthe
President’s Trophy, which
runs on Sunday near
Langrish, Hampshire.
@®There will beasporting
trialstrainingday at
Shelsley Walsh on April4.
Seebtrda.com for details.

Results

1 Richard Waterhouse (Sherpa Indy) 12 points;
2 Andrew Woodhead (Jedi) 13; 3 lan Bell
(Hamilton)13; 4 Simon Kingsley (Crosslé) 15;

5 Richard Sharp (Cartwright) 17; 6 Julian Fack
(Crosslé) 18; 7 George Watson (Hamilton) 20;
8 Pat Henson (Facksimile) 22; 9 Neil McHardy
(Struggler) 25; 10 Brian Thornton (Kincraft) 28.
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MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

RLETTER
Evansis areal star

Iwas super-impressed by Elfyn Evans’ fourth place in Rally Mexico
(MN, March 12). What a star of the futurehe isturningouttobe,
andreally good to read that Malcolm Wilson agrees.

Mexico seemed to be areal event of attrition, with lots of drivers
having problems and incidents, and Evans just sailed through to
pick up an outstandingresult. At thisrate, it surely won’t belong
until he is on the podium, and at the rate he islearning more will be

Wilson isdoinga great, greatjob of keeping Evans at a sensible
rate of development, encouraging him to drive for solid finishes
than to try and go too fast and crash. I'm looking forward to Rally
GBthis year, when Evans will know the stages and have a year of
experience. Perhaps Wilson will let him off the leash, and we can
see what he can do on home ground.

TWITTER FACEBOOK DIGITAL
gahlil'{nagl;’dates: . Searchfor o \ ISSUE
Fepitian ' ( Seematorsport

@MNewsRacing

N SAYS...
Youngsters starin Oz

Teams that gambled on talent already reaping rewards

When Ferrarire-signed Kimi Rdikkdnen alongside Fernando Alonso for this year, it
was, in part, because the team thought that having drivers with experience was key to
success with the new 2014 F1 regulations. Didn’t look that way in Australia...

Red Bull new boy Daniel Ricciardo thrilled the crowd with his first podium finish (until the
stewards intervened), while Kevin Magnussen'’s (inherited) second was the best result for an F1
debutantin 18 years. Then there was Valtteri Bottas starting his second F1 season with afine
charge up the order and Daniil Kyvat — whose worthiness for a Toro Rosso drive was questioned
by many pundits — becoming F1's youngest-ever points scorer. Experience? Overrated, clearly.

One raceis an incomplete study, of course. But Australia showed that having talent and a fast car
are the keystosuccessin F1.Investin talent,and you will be rewarded.

James Attwood,Editor (Twitter: @AttersIMINews)

Praise where due

Has someone given Sebastian

Vettel the No2carat Red Bull?

Well done Daniel Ricciardo!
Mighty impressed with

Magnussen, Bottas and the Hulk

showinghis class!

Dan Kendall

Viaemail

Talking about Kevin
Whatadrive by Kevin Magnussen
inthe Australian Grand Prix! His
podium finish hasshown thathe
isarealtalent. Helooked so
calmonthepodiumtoo,asif he
expected tobethere.

ItwasalsogoodtoseeMcLaren MN, March 12: Fl prev1ew issue

back on form after atough year. It
isoneof thebestteamsin F1,and
let’shope Magnussen (or Jenson
Button) can take thefightto
Mercedesthis year.

Simon Anderson

Viaemail

Notes on noise

Itwas clear from watchingthe
Australian Grand Prix coverage
that Martin Brundle isn’ta fan of
thenoisethisyear’s F1cars were
making. ButIthink he’smissinga
bigpoint.

Most F1fans around the world
watch theracesontelevision, and
sotheydon’treally hear thetrue
sound of an F1engine. Thenoise
anengine makes isless of anissue
than alot of peoplethink.

Iactually quiteliked thenew F1
enginenoiseon TV. It wasabit
flat, but it meant you could hear
thedriver onthe throttleabit
more, along with othernoiseslike
tyresqueal and the crowd better.
Steve Taylor
Viaemail

PORT INSIDE . howhehasmanaged tofind the

Williams joy
CanlIexpresshowdelightedI was
with Williams’ performance in
the Australian GPlast weekend.

Ithasbeen painful to watch the
once-great squad suffer over
recentseasons, but the switch to
Mercedeshasreally paid off. Itisa
British institution, and needsto
beatthefrontof the grid because
itisfull of ‘real’racers.In Valtteri
Bottas, ithasadriver whois
right in the Williams mould of
no-nonsense chargers. He
remindsmeabitof AlanJones,
and that isthe Holy Grail that
theteam hasalways been
searchingfor.

‘Welcome Back, Williams’,
andassoonasyoustart winning
racesregularly, it will be
‘Welcome Home’.

Brian Broad
Viaemail

A fine reward
Interesting column by Jerry
Williams on Hayden Paddon, and

Reader Brian Broad was impressed by Bottas’ Australian drive

P GET MN ON THE GO

MN.LETTERS@HAYMARKET.COM

YOUR PICS (%)

Photographs must be of a good quality and please send no more than three images

fundingto climb through the
World Rally Championshipranks
(MN,March 19).

Itwasagreatlessontodrivers
thathard work can berepaid.
Whatan inspiringtale.

It’salso good to see Hyundai
snappingup ayoungdriver. While
Thierry Neuvilleisstill early in
hiscareer, the other Hyundai
drivers are all more experienced.
Thefirmisbeingclever by
signing Paddon now. It will be
repaid downtheroad, 'msure.
Alister Davies
Viaemail

Amoment ruined
Whatashamethatagreat
moment for Australian
motorsporthasbeenruined by
the FIA stewards.

Asan Englishman, Inormally
want Australiatogetbeateninall
sports, butIcouldn’thelp butbe
happy for Daniel Ricciardo after
hispodium last weekend. The
crowd reaction wasbrilliant.

Whatashamethathe gotkicked
outduetowhatseems quitea
confusingissue with thenew
rules. If Red Bull’scar was illegal
thenitdeservesapunishment,
but it’sashamethata wonderful
moment hasbeen spoiled.

PerhapstakingNASCAR’s
approach, where theresultisfixed
aftertheraceandruleviolations
aremet with other penalties,
mightbeabetter solution here?
Wayne Richardson
Viaemail

An off in Brands testing. By Gary Hill

A blow for Lewis

Lewis Hamilton mustbe fuming
after Australia. Hehashad the
fastest carsince thefirsttest,and
hefinished therace with no points
duetoanenginefailure.

Iknow it’salongseason, but this
wasareal opportunity missed.
Red Bull arerecovering from their
problems faster than many people
suggested, and I wonder how long
Mercedes willhave such abig
paceadvantage.

Nico Rosbergmustbe thrilled. I
think bankingpointsearly inthe
season will be key to winning this
year’stitle.

Andrew Baker
Viaemail
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SATURDAY

M Jedburgh, Scottish
Borders

Rally: Brick and Steel Border
Counties Rally Starts: 0831hrs
Admission: TBA

M Castle Combe Circuit,
Wiltshire

Sprint: MSA British Sprint
Championship Starts:
0900hrs Admission: TBA
Web: britishsprint.org
HBirminghamWheels
Raceway, Landor Street,
Birmingham

Oval Racing: Stock Rods,
BriSCAF2, bangers
Starts: 1830hrs Admission:
adult £14, child £6 Web:
spedeworth.com/incarace
Contact: 01252322920

SATURDAY/
SUNDAY

HE Donington Park, Leics
Live TV meeting: Caterham
Graduates, Pre '66/Pre '83
Touring Cars, Kumho BMW, Pre
'93/Blue Oval Saloons, Classic
Thunder/Pre '05 Saloons,
MaX5,MGOC, Classic
FF1600 Starts: Saturday,
racing from 1210hrs (qualifying
from 0915hrs) Sunday, racing
from 0945hrs (qualifying from

: 0915hrs) Admission: adult

: £15Web: donington-park.co.
: ukContact:01332810048
: EMcDermott’s GAA

: Centre,Threemilehouse,
: County Monaghan

Web: bordercountiesrally.co.uk *
: Monaghan MC Starts:

i 2100hrs Admission:free
Web: motorsportireland.com
: Contact: 003538636 27000

: SUNDAY

: M WestonPark, Shropshire
: Rally:AGBO StagesRally

: Starts:0812hrs

: Admission: TBA

: Web: owenmotoringclub.com
: MWimbledon Stadium,

: PloughLane, London

: Oval Racing: stockcars,

: rookie rods, superstox, bangers
: Starts: 1730hrs Admission:
¢ adult£15,child£7

: Web: spedeworth.co.uk

: Contact:01252 322920

: HHednesford Hills,

: Cannock

: OvalRacing: bangers, hotrods
: Starts: 1330hrs Admission:
¢ adult£14,£6 child Webs:

: spedeworth.co.uk/incarace

: Contact:01252322920

: M BelleVue, Manchester

: OvalRacing:BriSCAF1,

* bangers

Navigation Trial: County

NEXT WEEK

: Starts: 1600hrs Admission:
! adult£17,child£7

. Web: startrax.info

: Contact:01484 844088

: HArenaEssex, Purfleet

: Oval Racing:bangers

: Starts: 1030hrs Admission:
: adult£14, child £7,under 5 free
: Web:arena-essex-raceway.

: co.uk Contact: 01708 867728
B Langrish, Hampshire
Sporting Trials: President’s

: Trophy Trial Starts: 1030hrs

: Admission:free Web: btrda.
: comContact: 02392 253732
. HBearsted, Kent

: CarTrial: Basil Elkington

: Starts: TBA Admission: free
: Web: btrda.com Contact:

: 01474873628

: MScarriff Quarry,

: Ballinacurra, County Cork
: 4x4Trial:Munster CC Starts:
: 1100hrs Admission:free
Web: motorsportireland.com

: Contact: 00353 86887 3295
. HMBarnaTransport,Barna,
: CountyLimerick

. Autotest: Limerick MC Starts:
: 1200hrs Admission:free

: Web: motorsportireland.com

: Contact:00353 879180827

: Details correct attime of press
. but please check with event
: organisers before travelling

i
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Inrecentyears, the first
two Formula One races of
the season have run
back-to-back. But with a
two-week gap between
Australia and Malaysia
this year, there's a hole in
the schedule. Thankfully,
Sky Sports F1 HD has
more Classic Races to
fillthe gap.

It's arandom but good
assortment. Pick from
Japan 1988 (Thursday,
2100hrs-2145hrs), Brazil
2003 (Friday, 2100-
2330), Hungary 1998
(Saturday, 2100-2300),
Italy 1989 (Sunday,
2100-2130), Belgium

The NASCAR Sprint Cup israc

2000 (Monday, 2100-
2300) and Brazil 1984
(Tuesday, 2100-2145).
There's also plenty of
club rallying on, with
REIS BTRDA Rally
Series action from the
Malcolm Wilson Rally
(Friday, 2100-2205,
MotorsTV). There's
also a separate show
forthe Morris 1400
Championship (Friday,
2305-2340, MotorsTV).
You can also watch
REIS Asphalt Rally
Championship action
from the Tour of Epynt
(Friday, 2205-2305,
MotorsTV).

inon the west coast of America this week

LIVETV

NASCAR Sprint
Cup: California

M Race: Sunday, 1830-2300,
Premier Sports

NASCAR
Nationwide
Series:
California

M Race: Saturday, 2030-2340,
MotorsTV

MotoxsTV
Raceday:
Donington Park
M Live Racing: Sunday, 1230-
1755, MotorsTV
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Extensive rebuild over last two years. 4 tarmac events since. Ideal historic
Strong straight, neatly prepared Group 4 spec shell, turreted, arched,
2.1 Pinto, 170BHF, 200 miles since total rebuild, Julian Godfrey intermnals Twin
45s, APPaddeckrul.sspeedeife Baby atias. Much more besides. A great
asset. Plus 14 alloys and tarmac tyres.

vehicle.

fun car to drive. And an
£15,000 No offers

Please contact me for full spec. emperon@emperorvision.com or 07714211641

1976 Mk Il IISIIJI]I] Flat front, Genuine RS - E‘IE 000

Hi ift e ported and polished head wit bipge vives
4 lbranch manifold
Bilstein front collover suspension, Bilstein rear shocks,

Really good going car, very refiable, wall sst up.
‘Winner of Class 4 Summer Championship 2012 at Allrack.

Body work could do with a bit of tidying &s you would expect
from a rally car

Some spares avallable

Onily resason for salle is upgrade o Mk2 Escort

FOR SALE
Peugeot 205 GTi 1.9 Rally Car

Car is located in Randalstown, Co. Antrim
Call: 07833337512 / 00447833337512

DID YOU KNOW?

15% of our readers have been

reading for longer than 5 years.

Advertising in Motorsport

News helps you put your advert

in front of a loyal audience who
trust the title.

Ultimate Ford Escort MK 2

(based on Colin McRae's Mikll spec]

Price £99,000

Ford Escort Mark Il 2.5 Milington
based on Colin McRae's Mkll spec. En-
gine freshened by Milington with the
latest spec Phase Two 2.5 Okm. Trac-
tive B speed box with the best pad-
de shift system available. mappable
to suit driver on wet or dry surface.
Fully Fioating 5 linked Atlas axle, AP 4
pots brakes all round. Reiger suspen-
sion on Rixs hub assembly. Bremax
aircraft spec wiring loom. Beautiful
finish in Bloss Red externally and in-
temally with flocked [anti-glare] dash.
Shell modified based on Colin McRae's
spec with engine moved + lowered. all
weight centered and lowered between
the two axles as per WRC design. This
car Is in absolutely pristine condition.
seeing is believing.

Ford Escort MK 1

Price £68,000

Unique Appendix K Historic Spec MKI
Escort RSIE0N0 with full FIA European
Papers. Ford Ermine white, fitted with
an original Millington Nikasil Block BDG
engine with a ZF Direct top race speci-
fication gearbox. Twin Tapered Fully
Floating Axle with ZF Diff. Bilstein ad-
Justable platform front struts. GP4
alloy hubs. adjustable TCAs and com-
pression struts. Vented 30<4mm front
discs with AP Monte Carlo Alloy 4 pot
calipers, vented rear AP brakes.

All major parts are on O miles on total

rot free shell. This car has only com-

peted in tarmac rallies and is In Im-
maculate condition.

Contact Barry McKenna, Den Motorsport
+44 7816 688 615 / +44 2879 644811

(Spares package available by separate negotiation.)

2) Peugeot 205 T16 Replica Mi16 Lovely built car,
3) Rally Winning Mitsubishi Evo built and maintained by DSM of Thirsk Sspd rebuilt Dogbox, MoTec management system, GRP A 4mm Restrictor,
Proflex Suspension etc. £8995 (Spares package available by separate negotiation.)

4) Grp4 Mkl Escort 2.0 Pinto. Very straight alloy arched 5 linked shell atlas axle, 4spd Quaife, Gartrac adj front legs. Needs to be seen at £8995

(Will break phone for details.)

5) Brian James Tiltbed twin axle trailer. Taken as p/x, will require some T.L.C. £750

PARTS

Mk Escort 6 dial dash 7k/110 £60

N/S Mk1 1300E wing (used) £40

Pr Mk1 2dr doors (Needs repair) £100

Pr Mk1 4 leaf slip, £50

Pr World Cup X-Flow engine mounts £25
Pr (New) Mk1 Mex fmnt arch extensions F/

Pr Matched 40 DHLA carbs £200

(As new) Red battery box £20

Pr (used) Facet Round Fuel Pumps £20 ea.
2 (New) Hyd H brake kits 1 upr(ﬁht £50 ea.
Sparco Corsa f/glass seat {out of date) £80
Sparco Monte Carlo f/glass Seat (out of date) £60
Zero 2000 electric fire system £100

Pr 52" Atlas halfshafts £40

2.8 Capri 5spd box £50

Mkl Escort flocked dash (New)E£75

Pr Mkl f/glass gtr bumpers (New) £40
Mk1 Escort 6-dial metal dash £60

Mk |l Escort. Steel boot lid £25

Pr NOS twin Solex 40s £100

(New) Ralloy shaped alloy tank & £160
Historic AP alloy frnt callipers pr £4
SUNBEAM

Ti 4 Branch exh Manifold £20

F/glass bonnet (tatty) £20

2x steel bonnet (tatty) £30 Pr

Pr rear Billys (no bushes) £40

Pr 2.25 Leda coilovers alloy eonentric top mounts,

Parts can be delivered to all rounds of the 2014 RAC Historic Rally Championship.
All Parts are PLUS VAT - 24hr Carriage Arranged — Credit/Debit Cards Accepted

TEL. NO: 01964 564 092 / 07739 281 920

Rally Cars-Parts-Wheels-Tyres

1) Newly built Vauxhall Nova 1300. Absolutely immaculate shell ¢/w full 5.D. cage, diag, door bars & belt bars. Pro seats & belts (all in date) Sspd
S.C.CR box & LSD, Bias pedal box, full spec motor on twin webers , Bilstein all round. Only 2 events from new. A lovely example to own £6995

March Madness

VISA
ideal trackday/showcar. Fully road legal. Please phane for more details. £3995

springs etc £200 WHEELS & TYRES
Pr Willwood 4 pot alloy callipers and x-drilled discs 5x5 % x 13 original MEX/RS aloys £100

& Talbit hubs £200 11x6x13 Capri lazer aloys £10 ea.
Twin radiator fan £25 2x6x13 Ford Weller wheels £15 pr.
Pr RLTCAs £60 4x7x13 miniite wheels (New) £260

Pr R. brake reaction rods £60

Std 4spd gearbox (1.6) £40

Pr strengthened rear top and bottom arms £50
Single 40 DCOE on 1.6 Lynx manifold £175

3x6x14 Raceline Opel/Vauxhall £90
7x6x14 Opel Manta alloys £50
5x6x14 Nova Revo RFX £300
3x6x14 Pug 1.6 GTi alloys £30

Series |l Grile £40 7x6x15 Pug 1.9 GTi alloys £10 ea.
N/S f/glass wing £40 46x1 Mitsubishi Evo 5 stud comp alloys
Ti Inlet manifold £20 £35ea.
4.4 LSD ade with Chrysler 180 discs & alloy brace 6x7x15 Speediine Mag GPRA ford alloys
£600 £40 ea.
6x7x16 Compo Mo. (Vaux) £40 ea.
OPEL MANTA 4x7x16 Oz Racing 5 stud alloy wheels 108
Pr 400 wings (New) £150 PCD Ford/Merc Et35 (as new) £200
Pr 400 rear arches (New) £100 4x7x17 Team dynamics Ford (as new) £200

400 front bumper (New) £100
Pr 400 side skirts (New) £60
400 rear bumper (New) £50 TYRES

400 bonnet (used) £60 4x 6.21x13 Avon slicks £40

Used wings & rear arches (400) x4 £100 lot 7x 185 x13 Colway Inters (v.good) £15 ea
N/S Rear gtr £100 6x 185 60x13 Cn?vayrnumed (v.good)
v coor £40 ‘g: ?I gg:SS:ﬂ 3 Pirelli Formula 1000 £50 lot
> o Setizg gearbok £90 4x 205 65x15 Pirelli K6 Gravel £60 lot

26x17* Mitsi Evo 5 stud Comp alloys £35 ea.

2.0 GTE engine complete £50 ¢
Front end complete. Please ring £100 Liota o e k] 10 T s i
Manta B std axle complete £50 ng'
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SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<<

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

Tel:

0113 250 9852

Call or buy onlinel
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK
01509 412 317

FABRICAGE==

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication
Roll Cages with over 20 years Experience
Your Safety is our Priority
From Road to Race, Autograss to Rally,
Historic to Current Day

thepowersite HYU“DRI

For frigndly helpful advice contact Peter Folbigg
01223 870 563 or 07801 749 888

01437 700 123

thepowersite.co.uk

ARIAS

= 0
FORGED PISTONS & SPECIALIST

» Forged Pistons for every appiication to 140mm bare «
# Steel, Titanium and Aluminium connecting rods «
o

The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 |/

Rosior Commercial Cantrs, Coneyhurst Road, Bilingshurst, RH14 S0E
+44 (0) 1403 784 022 pistons@arias.co.uk

Simpson Exhausts

Competition cars for sale - Spares & accessories - Marketplace
Trailers & Transporters - Services - Web Directory

Great Rates for Private Sellers!
Special Offer: 25% off when you book 4 weeks

FULL COLOUR 4x1 BOX IBVE(EL- h%gg
-£10
EXTRA PER COLUMN Ii’sqz ifm)

30k Miles // £40,000
Tel: 0208 267 5365

LINEAGE:

25 words = £25 (S0 incvat)

28 words + plcture = £33 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6inc rat)

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

Call us on D208 267 5355 and speak to a sales executive who can help with your
requirements, or email the text and pictures you wish to include in the advert to
mnads@haymarket.com, include a phone number and your address and one of
our sales executives will call you back to confirm the advert and arrange payment.

DEADLINE FOR ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING IS 12 NOON EVERY MONDAY
6 WEEK CANCELLATION ON ALL ADVERTISING // ALL ADS TO BE PRE-PAID

Rates for businesses do differ slightly.
Great discounts for long term commitments! Call to discuss...

Motorsport News reserves the right to refuse or withdraw adverts at its discretion and does not accept liability for clerical or printers emors

vMocCcALY

* Winning races since 1967
» Wide Range of oil coolers and components
e Critish design and manufacture

For the best in Oil Cooling systems... make it MOCAL!!

WORLDWIDE ENQUIRIES

visit: www.mocal.co.uk
phone: +44 0208 568 1172

USA ENQUIRIES

visit: www.batinc.net
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FOR ALL YOUR
= AVON
4| RAB Rallyesport
MOTORPORT & NW:RABrallyesport.co.uk )
RACING TYRES

‘Motorsport Equipment and Rally Medla
..;» Seats - Harnesses - Racewear - HANS
_ Helmets - Accessories & Eﬁuntlals

~Rally DVD’_ B -

Including ACB 10
FORMULA FORD

Phone 0121 331 1122

Email; salns@hmtr co. uk
BMTR 00 UK

Tel: 07742 214 106
Facebook.com/RABsport

TO BOOK AN ADVERT

X zmmwaﬂmm

INTO OUR CLASSIFIED, ﬂgmammmmmmmmthmn

Phone today for free advice.
Tel: 01582 412110/480959 Fax: 01582 480432

45 WWW.F€CO-prop.co.uk

e e -
- e ——— e e o

CONTACT ONE OF THE TEAM

oN 0208 267 5271

DID YOU KNOW?
43% of our readers describe themselves as
motorsport competitors.
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BT T ML T
ST -

| .HEAD -'MDUNTED SWIRL POTS PRICES FROM {33ZL(S) ([S)(S) VAT +UK elvery

AR |

' CMB7807 [280mm 2 LTR] CMB7800 [220mm 1.5LTR]  CMB7810 [130mm 1LTR]  CMB7803 [135mm 1LTR]  CMB7809 [220mm 1.5 LTR] CMB0000 [280mm 2 LTR]

=

§E T FULL RANGE OF 2 Re i)
Ba g? BASE MOUNTED {e (] 55
i £ 218 EF 3
E i SWIRL POTS cd =8 o8
g = PRICES FROM z8 o & el

5SS

All prices are +VAT +UK Delivery

CIRCULAR BASE TRACK CONTROL ARMS FROM £129 .99 :var +ukpelivery SQUARE BASE

CMBO733.COSWORTH/  CMBOS27.FORD ORION CMBOS32.FORD CAPRI CMBOS31.FORD SIERRA CMBO265.COSWORTH/ CMB1328.GENUINENUT cMBO267.FORD ESCORT |

ESCORT/SIERRA 4WD MK 1/2 MK 1/2/3 : | ESCORT/SIERRA 4WD TYPE ADJUSTABLE
- . : ,f |
[y m |

* cmMBO266- CMBOZ264-SIERRA ll-
¥

ESCORT MK1/2 (GRP 4) GRANADA MKS3 (05/85-09/94) MK1/2 & COSWORTH 2WD | g

e, [

cCMB1330-
GENUINE PINCH BOLT

COSWORTH 4X4

Quote SP313 when vou call: 01744 895 888 www.compbrake.com

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: sales@compbrake.com Technical: technical@compbrake.com
¥ a8 T T TR S T T B, W L D TP W T T I in " L

_\ HAMI%%&@LTD

Weatherweave 7’
‘Awnings & Tarpaulins

~Specialists in Motorsport Marquees & Luxury Car Covers

/

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6mHexagon
Steel and Alloy Frames, Printing Available, Breathable Car Covers

ESSENTIAL FOR MOTORSPORT TEAMS & COMPETITORS

MAKE TRANSPORTING AND STORING EASY WITH A WEATHERWEAVE CONVERTED TRAILER

Weatherweave is the UK's leading specialist in bespoke awnings and trailer conversions. Featuring high e ' :
specification PVC covers in a wide range of colours with artwork of your choice. Simple to use, durable, long- Luxury Car Covers, TR7 Rally & Race Parts Specialists

ikt

lasting and fire retardant to a British Standard, with an anti fungal lacquered finish. Our customer base spans Trailer Net for open trailers, Minilite & Revolution Wheels
from the general public, to international race teams and multi-global firms giving us experience second to none. Many More useful products for Modern i Classic & Race Cars

. e www.hamiltongrouponline.com
call us on: + 44 (0) 1268 774 141 or visit: www.weatherweave.co.uk Email office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk Tel +44(0)118 973 7300
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MARRKETPLACE

Orand Prix
ﬁacewear o %ZE\%&%[? SEAT&HARNESS ¢ CIRCUIT OFF-ROAD OVAL

INCLUDES UK
STOCK
VvVWVWVWW.GPRDIRECT.COM £604.16VAT - INCLUDES UK DELIVERY tfgfsl.z%\rgn£261 € 89 RACERALLY DRAG

DRIFTINGKARTING HILLCLIMB
08435 070 850 SPRINTING
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FIA APPROVED

~Ng OO

L"{'_-“en: SENIENTH

Y73

2 &
AN
1@
‘ ‘3 '_"_t-'
— o

=

BELL SPORT 5 HANS® HELMET

SCHROTH SPORT 2 HANS® DEVICE SPARCO SPRINT V FIA RACE SEAT

Designed to protect the spine, head and neck. Lateral fixing for tubular frame.

b point professional harness.

20° Sport 2 - ideal for Rally. Hole in cushion for 5thand 6th strap RFR Rotary Buckle

Schroth Patented SlipStop system keeps Contrast stitching Anti Sub straps.
the harnesses in place. Base fixings

Just Just Ideal for Club Racers & Rally cars
HANS® compatible. £ 7 2 4 9 9 FIA 8855-1999, £ 2 61 8 9 FIA Approved.
[ ] INC VAT | INC V.

AT
INCLUDES UK DELIVERY - NORMAL PACKAGE PRICE £772.00 INC VAT

SHCROTH CLUBMAN 6PT HARNESS

Full face helmet at an entry level price.
Efficient ventilation system.

SNELL SA 2010.

FIA 8858-2010.

INCLUDES UK DELIVERY

sparco .7 uvex omp Crad semrn hofg

www.glencoeltd.co.uk

Facet - (v To CUBE PUMP

— — — Part No. | Pump No.

BUY GENUINE PRODUCT

- - - 40105
Quality ~ Reliablity

| SS503 | 40107
%28.48 ¢ \

POSI - FLOW PUMPS ONLY . EI £66.53

k@ CYLINDRICAL PUMPS
'

& ; 1 Part No. Pump No. Description
60106 ; ‘7

60107 60107 £31.46 - : ( STS504 476087 Silver to

4 STC505 Competition silver
CLAM Clam Shell Kit Price -

480532
PACKS FEP04SV £33.40 > BTP0O1 480534
FEPO6SV £32.14 .

Clam includes: Pump, fuel unions

%44. 95

CUBE PUMP KITS  Silvertop_| £79.
£81.20

40107 - K 40107 £50.49 Kits include: Pump, fuel unions, rubber
Kits include: Pump, fuel union, filter mounting kit & spare fuel filter element

T & rubbeg mnﬁng o PRICES EXCLUDE VAT @ 20% %79 oo ‘f‘
Tel: +44 (0)1784 493 555 _ Fax: +44 (0)1784 493 222

Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk
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Tel:

MODEL

ALFA ALL MODELS

AUDI ALL MODELS

BMW M3 E30

BMW M3 E36 3.0 TR
BMW M3 E36 3.2 TR
BMW MINI COOPER
BMW MINI COOPER S
CATERHAM K SERIES
CITROEN SAXO 1.6V VTS
ESCORT RS 2000 MK 1,2
ESCORT 1.6 MK 34,5
ESCORT 1.6 TURBO 84-86
ESCORT 1.6 TURBO 86-90

Cover
Assy

01327 858 006

Organic
Plate

CALL FOR DETAILS

£216.39
£226.60
£231.75
£206.01
£194.67
£141.63
£176.83
£165.11
£18761

£140.186
£18761

ESCORT 1.8 XRI ZETEC 106BHP £187.61
ESCORT 1.8 XR3| ZETEC 130BHP£200.35

FERRARI 355 CHALLENGE
FIAT COUPE 2.0 16V TURBO
FORD COSWORTH

FOCUS ST 25 TR

PUMA 1.7 TR 16V

HONDA ACCORD TYPER
HONDA CIVIC B16A

HONDA INTEGRATYPER
HONDA K20A

LANCIA INTEGRALE 8V
LANCIA INTEGRALE 168V
LOTUS ELISE 1.8

MGF 1.8

NISSAN SUNNY GTIR TURBO
NISSAN SKYLINE GTS,GTR R32
NISSAN SKYLINE GTR R33
NISSAN SKYLINE GTR R34

www.mardigras.co.uk
ort

£666.20
£44323
£209.63
£285.87
£182.15
£215.89
£196.90
£214.42
£214.42
£202.94
£44323
£186.41
£1561.82
£252.31
£278.86
£49775
£454.96

£165.23
£169.80
£169.80
£111.61
£8265
£56.00
£111.860
£8265

£149.77
£110.46
£11047
£8265
£13795
£82.65
£8265
£82.65
£13792
£140.77
£82656
£8265
£122.32
£159.55
£169.37
£160.37

Cerametallic
Plate

TWIN MASS REPLACEMENT ITFROM ~ £772.13

£179.68
£169.80
£194.74
£14152
£158.90
£141.50
£141.51
£155.66
£155.66
£134.80
£156.66
£166.66
£184.25
£240.83
£196.31
£180.09
£180.08
£155.65
£163.66
£155.66
£155.66
£167.90
£167.80
£196.66
£1656.66
£155.66
£192.62
£208.34
£228.27
£228.27

Mardi Gras Motors

| Cheshire. UK |
www.prgtrailers.co.uk |

+44 (0) 1270 812 402
info@prgtrailers.co.uk

MODEL Cover

Assy
£18213
£185.22
£20032
£301.98
£388.70
£182.13
£182.13
£190.13
£173.01
£208.97

PEUGEOT 106 GTI 16V
PEUGEOT 205 GT11.6,1.9
PEUGEOT 206 20 LTR GTI
PEUGEOT 306 2.0 LTR S16, GTi8
PORSCHE 911 2.4,2.73.03.2
RENAULT 1.4 GT TURBO
RENAULT CLIO 182016 V
RENAULT CLIO 172

ROVER V8

ROVER 220 2.0 LTR TURBO
SEAT ALL MODELS

TOYOTA COROLLA GTIAES2 8789  £175.44
TOYOTA COROLLA GTI AES2 89-91 £186.41
TOYOTA GT4 TURBO 88-96 £04282
TOYOTA SUPRA 3.0 LTR £454.15
VAUXHALL CORSA/NOVA 1.3,1.4 8V £15795
VALXHALL CORSA/NOVA 14,1616V £185.21
VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8,2.0 8V £176.30
VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8,2.0 16V 82-92 £185.31
VAUXHALL ASTRA 2.0 16V 92-88 £186.17
VAUXHALL 20 CALIBRA TURBO 9296 £213.17
VW POLO G40,1.4,18V £180.19
VW GOLF GTI 8V £249.18
VW GOLFGT 16V £249.18

Organic Cerametallic

Plate Plate
£111.60 £141.51
£111.60 £141.51
£13792 £179.66
£8265 £164.97
£175.28 £178.79
£111.80 £14152
£111.80 £141.52
£8265 £155.66
£110.54 £180.09
£13792 £16790

TWIN MASS REPLACEMENT KIT FROM £772.13

£111.60
£8265
£139.23
£169.37
£84.14
£111.60
£8265
£13792
£13792
£13792
£111.60
£16745
£16745

£141.51
£155.66
£186.74
£194.63
£14932
£141.51
£155.66
£16790
£16790
£196.11
£14162
£173.20
£173.20

VW 1.9 2.0 TDI ALL MODELS TWIN MASS REPLACEMENT KIT FROM £772.13
NEW! SUBARU & MITSUBISHI 215mm TWIN PLATE KIT
INCLUDES FLYWHEEL & RELEASE BEARING
Larger range available please phone for details
Please add 20 % VAT to prices

Carriage £12.50

Unit 45, Silverstone Circuit,

=
VISA

www.performanceclutch.co.uk

SPORTING KITS (inc. COVER, PLATE & BEARING)

MODEL

BMW M3

BMW MINI COOPER

BMW MINI COOPER S
ESCORT RS2000 MK 1 (PINTO)

ESCORT MK 3 RS1600 TUREO 85-2/86
ESCORT MK 3,4 RS1600 TURBO 3/86
ESCORT MK5 16V ZETEC (105 BHP)
ESCORT MK5 168V ZETEC (130 BHP)

ESCORT MK5 RS 2000

ESCORT COSWORTH

SIERRA COSWORTH 2WD
SIERRA RS COSWORTH 4x4
HONDA CIVIC B18A

HONDA INTEGRA TYPE R K20A
LOTUS ELISE 1.8

MGF 1.8,1.8

MITSUBISHI EVO 4,58
MITSUBISHI EVO 78,9
MITSUBISHI 215mm TWIN PLATE
NISSAN SUNNY GTIR TURBO
NISSAN SUNNY GTI 2.0 16V
NISSAN SKYLINE GTR R32 90-84
NISSAN SKYLINE GTR R33 94-89
NISSAN 200SX 2.0 TURBO 94-
PEUGEOT 206 1.6,1.9 84-89
PEUGEOT 205 1.6,1.9 89-84
RENAULT R5 1.4 GT TURBO
ROVER V8/TRIUMPH TR8

SUBARU IMPREZA TURBO 230MM 83-
SUBARU IMPREZA TURBO WRX STI 02-

SUBARU TWIN 215mm PLATE
CELICA GT4 TURBO

ALTEZZA RS200,LEXUS 15200
COROLLA 1.8 GTI (AE92,AE101)

Organic
Plate

£391.95
£341.13
£278.11
£24788
£237.22
£230.28
£322,03
£322,03
£322,08
£300.21
£2065.97
£300.21
£260.80
£310.72
£214,55
£214,55
£428.00
£438.04
£1,119.36
£370.69
£240.42
£440.856
£620.83
£350.85
£288.48
£297.20
£26768
£250.14
£386.02
£478.18
£1,119.36
£388.24
£340.00
£262.11

Cerametallic
Plate

£315.22
£272.29
£336.85
£376.68
£3083.62

£383.06
£378.81

£383.05
£367.30
£387.08
£320.92

£503.47
£502.48
£1,276.77
£432.97

£483.16
£714.94
£413.14

£313.65

£470.70
£6575.86
£1,276.77
£436.47
£36764
£350.69

AUDI, VW, SEAT, SKODA TWIN MASS REPLACEMENT KTFROM  £772.13

Towcester, NN12 8GZ

WWW. WOODFORDTRAILERS com

S CUALITY TRALERS FOR ELUEL FREVATE ANS RO O

www.woodfordtrallers com

DID YOU KNOW?

59% of MIN readers have bought products
and services as a direct result of seeing
their availability advertised in the paper.
This doesn’t include those readers who
have been influenced by branding ads
in MN and bought at a later date.
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Established in the present

Carefully crafted, finely honed enclosed designs offer discreet, safe
and efficient vehicle transportation. Style is always important, never
more so than when in such illustrious company.

The latest Race Transporter models are testimony to the technology,
craft and designs our dedicated engineers have developed.

Main photograph, Race Transporter 5 with high level tyre rack and work bench combination,
Interior LED lighting pack and “style 1" Alloy wheels.

Race Transporter range from £ 7,099 (excl. VAT).

RAC E msmml For more infomatiorde Itaﬂ-iou(r gl):r d3easpl7ease§2\gt 0?353
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SERVICES

80% off

~car
insurance

If you have 8 years or more
No Claim Discount

churchill’

Applies to new customers for the first year. Subject to minimum premiums.
89% of customers would have achieved this between May — Oct 2013. Excludes N.I.
Underwritten by U K Insurance Limited.

I Eand b 4 ™ )7 '*\
ALLOY o<

FOR ALLOY RACING TANKS, RADIATORS
AND INTERCODLERS

Pro Alloy Motorsport Ltd

15 Rookwood Way, Haverhill, Suffolk,
CB9 8PB, United Kingdom

0845 226 7561 0845 226 7591
sales@proalloy.co.uk

v ol )

PROALLDOY

= PO s NEW 2014

MOT(?B.SEORT D172 CATALOGUE

E 0906 250 1521 Rkt

WWW. 5 parts, accessories and innovative
m-mmgginj ﬂ Eﬁfb us h;.ct-am:yi(; pmdwls. Available fo m

ﬂ'ﬂ._ﬂ“l- lph-ﬂ-.-phdI-‘qh_.ﬂﬁn-hhﬁh_llﬁdi-_
POSTCODE L]

Innovative products:
- Solid State Battery Isolators.
- Coolant Level Sensors. A -l = B
ireless Steering Wheel ' Dlasiod & po " N -~ mn:lg:mme.:;
Controls. sium whools for sal boxes ifferentials
S Ok30]  www.CARTEKMOTORSPORT.com TAN JEMISON build with quality parts
%

- FiA Rain Lights.
; _ a_'n 9 CARTEK AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRONICS Ltd EIIEIIIEEIIIHG Contact Dave Rae by phone on e e
- Shift Lights. 02380 637600 ' 07776 468 244 // 01454 310 936 OUR NEXT SHOWCASE CALL

- PDMs info@cartekmotorsport.com [,4 708 8683 | B e 0208 267 5365
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COMPETITION COMPONENTS

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.
W: sbdev.co.uk E: T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

-
=2 =
\.piperca mg.cp.ﬁi:

A3

ENGINE TUNING

Performance and Tuning Parts
The Biggest Brands at Competitive Prices
www.Part-Box.com, sales@part-box.com, 0121 557 2707

. ENGINEs
JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS w

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk o us about your requirements and we will
For more infi jon email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

K=,

WEB DIRECTORY

RACE WEAR

RACE AND RALLY PARTS

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE ... AND MANY MORE TO COME!

A
S =3

MOTORSPORT

THE RACEWEAR EMPORIUM

VISIT US ONLINE: GPRDIRECT.COM

RACE WEAR

OMP ~ 'YBRACING

MOTORSPORT & PERFORMANCE

T T i
competition
8 U S P ENZSI OWN

ship winning suspension - designed and built in UK

Including: Poreche GT3 996 / 887 - Classic Porsche 911
Ford Eacort MkIT

World Ch

| ¥Pm L. Miteabishi EVD - Subara - Mini - Biods - Toyota
s g
R WWW.YBRACING.COM

RACE&RALLY

PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT

Unit 2, Deva Business Park, DEESIDE, CH5 ZHR
Full SPARCO 2013 Range Available :-

1 Helmets » HANS » Suits » Boots » Gloves ‘
»Seals »Hamnesses »Wheels » Accessories efc.

V[\—'ﬂ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

www.atpower.co.uk
+44 (0)1953 857800

JoLoay (BOorEEY

visit our new online shop www.racetuners.com

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com
& RALLY PREPARATION

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

IN HOUSE 4 WHEEL DRIVE ROLLING ROAD

ECU, Mapping, Diagnositcs, Power Runs, Race,
Rally, Road or Off Road ... ALL CATERED FORI!

em www.brianjames.co.uk

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

) Connected to you

For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

OLUT s

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts
Transimissions

01782280136 F:01782269913

sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com

visit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

Gearboxman.com

COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Christina Brown

Ad Sales Executive

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5271

E: Christina.Brown@haymarket.com

RACE ENGINES TRAILERS & TRANSPORT
|

PRG TRAILERS
www.prgtrailers.co.uk
+44 (0) 1270 812 402

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

awsracewear.com

Manufacturers of bespoke split rim alloy wheels. Every set made to order!

ROAD / RACE / KIT-CARS / BIKES & TRIKES / DRAGSTERS / ETC ...

Wheel fitments for virtually and vehicle from 10" to 22" diameter from 3" to 18" wide. Prototype work

for 0.E. manufacturers, drawing to finshed product, design facility, comprehensive parts department.
1S0 8001:2000 Accredited Company Ceriificate No. GB00196

V.

/
RACEWEAR MANUFACTURER

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Kristina Kuznesova
Production Controller

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5262

E: Kristina.Kuznesova@haymarket.com

Tiffany Paton

Ad Sales Executive

T: +44 (0) 208 267 5365

E: Tiffany.Paton@haymarket.com
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RE ’S.co.uk

What REIS can do for you...

« Rally cars, service vehicles, classic and sports » Stand alone trackday cover for all types
cars for the road and competition use. of vehicles and venues.
* Motorhomes, trailers, tools and spares insurance, « On event accident damage cover
for the road and storage and transit. » Corporate events, TV and filming insurance.
» Motorsport motortrade, motortrade, combined » Motorsport photographers liability insurance
commercial, public liability for teams, preparation - UK, EU and worldwide cover available.
companies, promoters, clubs and individuals. « Special vehicle and prototype insurance for

« Personal accident cover for the whole season or the road and track.
for a one off event. » Road section insurance for events, clubs and

*Multi vehicle policies for motorsport enthusiasts*  organisers large and small.

REIS is a trading name of Chaucer Insurance Services Limited
Registered in England No. 02135730 Registered Office: Plantation Place,
30 Fenchurch Street, London EC3M 3AD
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. No.475572
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