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NEUVILLE NAILS IT!

ByRobLadbrook

RedBullbecamethe
firstFormula1 teamto
run itsnewchallengeron
MondayatSilverstone,
withdriverDaniel
Ricciardo confident 
that it has the potential 
to overhaul Mercedes 
and Ferrari this year.

The British team unveiled 
its car at the start of  this 
week, moments before 
taking to the track to 
conduct a filming day with 
Ricciardo at the wheel. 

“There’s a good intensity 
at this team right now,” said 
Ricciardo. “We all know we 
have work to do to achieve 
what we want, but we all 
have a shared desire to 
attack this year.”
NewF1carsunveiled,P2-3
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Milton Keynes team completes roll-out

ByRobertLadbrook

DanielRiccardobelieves
thatRedBullRacing iswell
placedto takethefight to
bothMercedesandFerrari
thisyearwith itsnewRB14
Formula1challenger.

TheMiltonKeynessquad
unveileditsnewgrandprix
machineviaanonlinelaunch
onMonday,beforegivingthecar
itsfirstlapsatSilverstonefora
filmingdayasMotorsportNews
closedforpress.

Thenewcarwasrevealedin
astrikingnewblackandblue
digitalcamouflagelivery,butthe
teamsaysitsactualracecolours
willbeunveiledatnextweek’s
firsttestinBarcelona.

Thenewcarfeatures“abigger
acreageforchange”inthe
bodyworkdesignthanmost
years,saidaRedBullstatement.
Pointingoutthe“introductionof
thehaloandthenewexclusion
zonesontherearof thecarthat
effectivelyremovesharkfins,
monkeyseatsandT-wings”
asparticularareasof change.

Whileearlydetailsaresketchy,
theRB14hasaremodellednose,
largelydifferentbargeboards
andsculpted,highsidepods
designedtotightlypackage
theTAG-Heuer-branded
Renaultpowerunit.

Thenewaerodynamictweaks
areexpectedtosuitRedBull,
whichmadethebiggestinroads
of anyteaminlastyear’s
developmentbattle.

Havingstartedtheseason
overhalf-a-secondadriftof both
MercedesandFerrari, theteam
managedtoaddressmanyof the

RED BULL’S
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flawsinitsRB13andgoonto
wintwoof thelastsixgrands
prixandtakethirdinthe
Constructors’Championship.

Whenaskedaboutthemood
intheteamandwhetherhe
believedtheycangohead-to-
headwithMercedesandFerrari
thisyear,Ricciardosaid:“Ifeel
there’sagoodintensityhere.
Everybodyisn’tgettingtoo
excitedrightnowbecausewe
knowwehavealotof workstill
todoif wearegoingtoachieve
whatwewanttobeachievingthis
season.Butweallknowforsure
thatwehaveashareddesireto
attackthisseason.

“IbelievewecanbeatMercedes
andFerrari.Lastyearwe
improvedthecarmassivelyand,
inprinciple,weshouldbeableto
carrythatoverfromlastyearto
thisseasonastherulesaren’t
muchdifferent.Obviouslywe
can’tbecertainthatwecanwin
fromthestart,aswedon’tknow
whateverybodyelsehasdone.
ButI’mconfident.”

DutchmanMaxVerstappen
expressedhisconcernsoverthe
newhalodevice,butsaidhewas

hopefultheteamcouldavoid
theslowstartthatdentedlast
year’scampaign.

“Thehaloisveryugly,soI’m
notlookingforwardtothat,”said
Verstappen.“Buthopefullythe
carwillbestrongfromthestart.
If wecanhaveagoodplatform
fromthebeginning,andnotbe
chasingtheotherslikewewere
lastyear,that’sthemost
importantthing.

“Lastyear’scarwasgreatfun
todrive,muchbetterthanbefore
[thecurrentrulescycle].They’re
hardertoovertakewithso
perhapsweshouldlookat
makingacarlessreliantonfront
andrearwingsandwithmore
mechanicalgrip,butIreally
enjoydrivingthesecurrentcars.

“Themoodisgoodwithinthe
team,andeverybodyisraringto
goagain.Ialwaystrytodothe
bestIcananyway,soIhaven’tgot
anyspecificgoalsaseveryraceto
meisanotherchancetowin.Last
yearwehadsometracksthat
reallysuitedusandsomethat
didn’t,sonowwehavetofindout
thestrengthsandweaknesses
withthenewcar.”
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Williams is confident that its new 
FW41 challenger can be a “step 
change” in performance over 
last year’s disappointing chassis.

The team has adopted a different 
aerodynamic design philosophy 
for this car than its predecessors.

The new machine is the first to 
be designed under the eye of  
former Mercedes technical head 
Paddy Lowe and ex-Ferrari 
aerodynamicist Dirk de Beer.

The team hopes it can improve 
from last year’s slump to fifth in 
the Constructors’ Championship.

“We are trying to achieve an 
element of  step change, and not 
just a progression,” said Lowe. 

“The new car has many features, 
and the team has pursued a 
very different aerodynamic 
concept, which has allowed 
us to make significant progress 
in aero performance.

“All F1 cars are an evolution 
of  what has gone before to some 
extent, but the FW41 does involve 
a number of  departures from the 
directions we’ve pursued in the 
past. The philosophy we are 
starting to see emerge is a new 
approach to the collaboration 
between aerodynamics and design 
to achieve optimum results.”

The most notable differences on 
the Williams involve a remodelled 

nose incorporating a Mercedes-
style fin underneath to better split 
the air toward the sidepods. The 
bargeboards are heavily changed, 
and are coupled to Ferrari-style 
high, sculpted sidepods. 

The cash injection from drivers 
Lance Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin 
is expected to come as a boost to 
Williams’ development programme 
for the new car.

“Broadly we’ve hit the 
performance targets we set 
internally, but there are a couple of  
caveats,” said Lowe. “We definitely 
want to see a lap time gain against 
the guys who were taking pole 
positions last year.” 

New Williams aims to cease the team’s slide down the Constructors’ table
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Renault Sport F1 Team boss Cyril 
Abiteboul says the team has 
“everything to be positive about” 
after unveiling its new R.S.18.

The new machine will be raced 
by Spaniard Carlos Sainz Jr and 
German Nico Hulkenberg, and 
marks the team’s biggest effort 
since Renault returned to F1 as a 
full factory team in 2016 after 

acquiring the assets of  the Lotus 
operation and returning to the 
Enstone technical facility.

The R.S.18 is the first car to be 
developed by the team’s new 
technical staff, of  which more 
than 100 have been recruited 
since the start of  the programme.

“We have everything to be 
positive about for this year,” said 

Abiteboul. “Last year we made 
a lot of  progress. It was about 
rebuilding, recruiting, 
investing. Over the past year I’ve 
seen progression in so many 
areas; from ninth to sixth in the 
Constructors’ and in many races 
we were fourth fastest on the 
grid. It’s a testament to our 
drive, commitment and 

adherence to an ambitious plan.
“Our headline target is to 

show continued progression 
through results. We want to 
be able to showcase our 
progression in every regard; 
power unit, chassis, operations, 
drivers. Everything must 
impr ove and we must 
continue to grow.”

Refreshed factory Renault squad aims to keep progressing after mass recruitment and development
Haas launches its ‘evolved’ F1 challenger
The Haas F1 Team has 
worked to make its new 
car a more stable platform 
for this year in an effort to 
cure the unpredictability 
of  2017.

The American squad was 
the first to release images 
of  its new challenger, the 
VF-18 , last week. The car 
is largely a carry-over in 
terms of design, with the 
main changes being the 
mandated shortening of  
the shark fin engine cover 
and the integration of  the 
halo safety device.

The team says much of  
its design focus has gone 
into aerodynamic tuning, 
as wellasaddressingthe
handlingdeficienciesth t
hamp
throug

Team
said: “W
lot of  v
where
we wer
weak.
We’ve

focused on what it’s going 
to take to get our car to be 
consistent and close that 
gap to the top teams.”

Team boss Gunther 
Steiner added: “The biggest 
part of  the car’s evolution 
was the halo. It took quite
 a bit of  study by the 
aerodynamicists, but 
the designers had to work 
hard to modify the chassis 
so it could withstand the 
necessary loads. 

“The total weight has 
increased, but there’s a 
higher centre of  gravity 
with the halo. But, 
everybody’s in the same 
boat with it. This is an 
evolutionof lastyear’scar

RB14’s new nose and heavily reworked sidepods

Striking livery will 
likely only be tested

New Renault is quite a 
looker, barring the halo...

IS GO!



RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
Robert’s testingrole
RobertKubicahasconfirmedhis
programmewithWilliamsfor this
year,whichwill involve thePole
driving in threepracticesessions.
Kubica lostout toSergeySirotkin
in thehunt for thesecondrace
seat,butwillbe theteam’s reserve
driver.Hewilldrive inFP1 inSpain,
AustriaandAbuDhabi. “Iwilldo
somepre-seasontestingand
somein-seasontesting,”said
Kubica. “Itwas important tohave
thechancetodrive.Thesimulator
playsan important role,as Iam
partof thisproject it is important
tobuildupa linkbetweenthat
andtherealworld.”

Bottas:Halofine
Mercedes racerValtteriBottassays the
halodevicedidn’tproveahindrance
tohimwhenheconductedhis first
race runs in the team’snewcaron its
simulator. “In thesim I’vealreadydonea
racesimulationwith thehalo,and Ihave
tosayduring the race Inevernoticed it,”
saidBottas. “Initially it’ssomethingnew,
it looksdifferent–somepeoplesay it’s
notniceatall.But I think it’s justamatter
of timebeforeeverybodygetsusedto
them. If it canavoidevenone injury–
bigorsmall– then it’sagooddevice.”

Verstappen:Not fine
MaxVerstappen,ontheother
hand, isn’ta fanof thehalo. “It’s
quiteheavy–oversixkilogrammes
orso– it’snot favourable forme,”
hesaid. “Beingatallerdriverand
alsoabitheavier thanmost, it’snot
ideal.But Iwon’tbechangingmy
trainingtocompensateas I’ll likely
feelunwellduringtheraces if Ido.”

Noproblems,Ric
DanielRicciardo reckonsheneeds to
getbetteratdriving throughproblems,
rather thancontinuallychasing ideal
set-ups.TheRedBull aceoutscored
team-mateMaxVerstappen last year,
butwasout-qualifiedby theDutchman
and finishedsecondbest tohim in five
of thesevenraceswhere theyboth
finished. “I feel someofmystrength is
myability to feel thecar,”saidRicciardo.
“I’mquitesensitive to things,but
sometimes that’s tomydetriment,
where Iwouldbebetteroff justdriving
through something as opposed to 
being ‘oh,weneedtostopandchange
that’.Sometimes just throwthebook
out thewindowand justdrive.”

Merc’s threats
MercedeswillhavetotakeMcLaren
andRenaultseriously thisyear,
with teamheadTotoWolff tipping
both tobepotential title rivals.
Renault’sworksoperationhas
growninstaturesince it took
over theremainsofLotus,while
McLarennowhasRenaultpower
afterditchingHonda.“Weare
takingFerrari,McLarenand
Renaultveryseriously,”said
Wolff. “Theseguyscanfight fora
championshipandsomeothers
mightbesurprisingus.”

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Ferrari reports early boost in engine development for 2018
Ferrarihasreportedthatits
newFormula1enginehashit
itsreliabilitytargetsonthedyno,
anditisunderstoodthatfurther
combustionupgradescould
arriveduringthisseason.

WiththeFIAmandatingthat
teamsmustnowusenomore
thanthreeenginesperseason
withoutpenalty–downone
unitfromfourlastyear–Ferrari
hasfocusedmuchof itswinter
developmentonthenew-spec
unitonfindingreliabilitywhile

avoidingadropinpower.It
willbegintheyearwitha
developedversionof last
season’spowerunit.

It isalsounderstoodthat
Ferrarienginechief Corrado
Iotti isleadingaprogrammeto
introduceanewcylinderhead
laterintheseason,whichwill
helpthepre-combustionphase
of theenginecycleandcould
especiallyhelpchallenge
Mercedes’advantagewith
qualifyingmodes.Theengine

willnotfeatureanalloysteel
pistonconcept.

WorkonFerrari’snewspec
enginehasbeenintensebecause
of subtletweakstorulesfor2018,
whichhasincludedafurther
clampdownonoilburn.Teams
arenowlimitedinthetypesof
oiltheycanuseandmustsubmit
detailedreadingsof oiluseto
theFIAeachweekendasthe
governingbody’sattemptto
preventteamsusingoilfor
powerboostreasons.

WILLIAMS HITS OUT AT
‘UNFAIR’ PAY DRIVER TAG
Sirotkin and Stroll were chosen on merit, not money, says team head

ByRobLadbrook

Williamsdeputy teamprincipal
ClaireWilliamshashitoutat
anyonethrowingthe ‘paydriver’
tagat the team’sdrivers this
season,saying it isunfair.

Williamshascomeunderfire–
particularlyonsocialmedia–since
announcingthesigningof Russian
SergeySirotkinasitssecondrace
driverforthisyear.

Sirotkin,whobeatnumerousother
driverstotheseat–includingRobert
Kubica–isreportedlybringinga
financialpackagewortharound
£15million toWilliamstofundhis
drive,madepossiblebythebacking
of theRussianSMPBank.

Sirotkin’sarrivalalongsideLance
Stroll,whoalsobringshealthybacking
totheteamviahisfatherLawrence’s
fashionempire,meanstheteamhas

thesecondleastexperienceddriver
pairinginF1withjustToroRosso’s
line-uphavingfewerstarts.

Despitethecriticism,Williamssaidat
theteam’slauncheventinLondonlast
weekthatpeoplejudgingherdrivers
purelyonthesizeof theirwallets
wasn’tfair.

“It’snothingnewthatdriverscome
toF1withmoney,andthankgoodness
theydo,”saidWilliams.

“Itwouldbeincrediblynaivefor
anyonetomakethatstatement,saying
‘He[Sirotkin]isjustapaydriver’. It’s
greatadriverhasfinancialinterests
frompartners–it’sgreatfortheteam,
it’sgreatforthedriver.

“Thisisanexpensivesport,notjust
F1,atgrassrootsleveltoo.We’dmiss
outonsomuchtalentcomingintoF1if
driversdidn’thavefinancialbacking
supportingthemthroughthejunior
formulae,andbringingthemintoF1.

LanceStroll isWilliams’mostexperiencedracedriver,withjust20starts

Ferrari’s engineers are confident in their new engine

L-r: Lowe, Williams, 
Sirotkin, Stroll, Kubica

“It’s nothing unusual. Fernando 
Alonso is a prime example. Santander 
[bank] followed him around every 
team that he’s been to. You could 
suggest that he’s a pay driver – 
I wouldn’t do such a thing.

“I think the terminology or vocab 
around pay drivers is wrong, it’s 
inappropriate and it’s unnecessary. 
It puts negativity around a driver 

that we should not be doing in this 
sport anymore.

“There are commercial issues, of  
course, but we make our decisions 
based on talent, based on what Paddy 
[Lowe, technical director] and his 
engineering team needs in order to 
take this team forward, not about 
any potential financial backing 
that they have.”

Photos: LAT
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Three-timeBritishTouringCar
championGordonSheddensaysthat
hecanwintheWorldTouringCarCup
inhismaidenseasoninthecategory
afterconfirmingadealwiththeBelgian
WRTRacingteamlastweek.

TheScot,wholefttheTeamDynamics
BTCCsquadlastseason,willdrivean
AudiS3LMSintherevampedWTCR
series,whichwillthisyearuseTCRcars
astheheadlineact.Sheddendrovefor
theteamasaone-off inthefinalrounds
inDubailastseasonandtookpole

positionandasecondplaceashe
playedwingmantohistitle-chasing
team-mate,Jean-KarlVernay.

“IshowedinDubaiwhatIcandoand
Ifeelverycomfortablewiththeteam
already,”said39-year-oldShedden.
“Itisanexcitingnewchallenge,but
Ifeelreadyforit.Therewillbesome
newtrackstolearn,buttheyareonly
asequenceof left-andright-hand
corners,surely?”

Hesaidhewaslookingforwardto
gettingtogripswiththenewAudi.

“Iamveryimpressedwithit. Iwentto
Germanytoseeit inthefleshtwoweeks
ago,and the level of engineering that’s
gone into it is superb,” said Shedden.
“I also think that it’s great that it is a
saloon shape. Most of the others out
there are hatchbacks so the car will
stand out. It has a nice silhouette.”

Shedden is the latest touring car
champion to commit to the series
joining World Touring Car title
winners Yvan Muller, Rob Huff
and Thed Bjork.

SHEDDEN: I CAN WIN
WTCR TITLE THIS YEAR

‘Cammish will take
Shedden’s place’
Dynamics swap, page 6

Dillon takes Daytona win 
but only leads one lap

Cosworth in talks to supply IndyCar engines
Cosworth is in talks with
IndyCar about becoming an
engine supplier for the series.

Currently only Honda and
Chevrolet supply IndyCar
engines but category bosses
are interested in getting a
third company on board.

Cosworth is “constantly in
talks” but admits that it would
need the support of an original

Kubica tests Manor
Ginetta LMP1 car

Austin Dillon took a surprise win 
in the Daytona 500 last weekend – 
despite only leading one lap of  
what turned out to be a dramatic 
NASCAR Cup season-opener.

The Richard Childress Racing 
driver pounced on the final tour as 
he battled with Denny Hamlin and 
Aric Almirola.

Dillon tipped Almirola into a spin 
and charged clear of  Hamlin – who 
was also passed by Darrell Wallace 
Jr – to take the victory.

“I did what I had to do there at the 
end,” Dillon said. “I hate it for the 
number 10 [Almirola’s] guys. We 
had a run, and I stayed in the gas.

“I said [after] my first win 
I couldn’t beat it, but this does.”

Ryan Blaney had dominated 
much of  the race but a caution 
period with 10 laps to go put an end 
to his victory hopes.

Hamlin got ahead of  Blaney on the 
restart and as Kurt Busch and Blaney
contested second the pair collided, 
sparking an 11-car pile-up.

There had earlier been another 
large collision triggered by Brad 
Keselowski battling with Chase 
Elliott. It  also eliminated Jimmie 
Johnson, Kevin Harvick and 
Danica Patrick, ending her final 
NASCAR race early.

Shedden will drive
an Audi in WTCR

Photos: LAT

RobertKubicawasduetotest
withtheManorTRSLMP1
teaminSpainthisweekas
henearsadealtojointheWorld
EnduranceChampionship.

ThePolishstarispartof the
WilliamsF1teamasitstestand
reservedriverforthisyear,and
willtakepartinselectedF1
sessions(seestory,left).

However,Kubicaisknown
tobechasingafull-timerace
programmeoutsideof that
andwasduetojoinManorina
three-daytestatAragontorun
intheteam’sGinettaG60-LT-P1,
whichbeganonMondayasMN
closedforpress.

Shouldthedealcomeoff,
KubicawouldjoinMcLaren’s
FernandoAlonsoontheLMP1
gridfortheforthcomingWEC
2018/19superseason.

Manorwill fieldtwoGinettasin
theWEC,andhasalreadysigned
Formula2driverOliverRowland
andGinettafactoryracerCharlie
Robertsonfortheprogramme.

TheWEC’scontroversial
decisiontomovethedateof itsFuji
roundtoallowAlonsotocontest
allracesalsoclearsthewayfor
Kubicatorunadualprogramme.

KubicapreviouslyhadaWEC
dealinplaceforlastseasonwith
theprivateerByKollesLMP1team.
However,hewithdrewfromthe
agreementbeforethestartof
theyearafternotdrivinginthe
prologuetestatMonza.Atthetime
hesaidthedecisionwas“nota
definitivegoodbye”totheWEC.

Shedden leaves BTCC for 2018

EuropeanFormula3
frontrunner Maximilian 
Gunther will switch to F2 for 
this season. The 20-year-old 
German finished third in the 
F3 standings last year in his 
third season in the category 
but will now move to F2 with 
the Arden squad… Carlin has 
confirmed a fifth driver for Euro 
F3 this season with Euroformula 

Openrunner-upNikitaTroitskiy
the latest to commit. Elsewhere 
in the category, German squad 
Ma-Con has made a surprise 
return running what is expected 
to be a single car for ADAC F4 
race winner Julian Hanses… 
Sauber development driver 
Tatiana Calderon will switch 
to the Jenzer Motorsport 
team for her third season 

of GP3 this year. The 24-year-
old has claimed just nine 
points in her GP3 career 
to date, with the Arden and 
DAMS teams,  finishing 
18th in the standings in 
2017… Lexus will enter the full 
Blancpain GT Series for the 
first time this season with a pair 
of RC F GT3s with a driver line-
up that includes ex-F1 racer 

Christian Klien… Paul di Resta
will contest another 
two rounds of the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship 
this year with United 
Autosports. Di Resta made 
his debut with the team in 
last month’s Daytona 24 
Hours and will now contest 
the Sebring 12 Hours and the
six-hour Watkins Glen race… Lexus will race in Blancpain GT

Kubica is Williams F1 reserve

THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UPQUICK LAPS

The new Formula 2 car 
was shaken down for 
the first time at a snowy 
Magny-Cours last 
week. The car, which 
features the halo 
cockpit protection 
device, was delivered 
to teams at the end of 
January and they have 
spent the past couple 
of weeks assembling 
them. The F2 2018 has a 
3.4-litre turbocharged 
V6 engine and a total 
of 325 laps were 
completed in the new 
machinery, despite the 
freezing conditions at 
the French circuit.

equipment manufacturer to help 
fund the project. The company 
has not supplied an engine in top-
line US open-wheel racing since 
the demise of  Champ Car in 2008.

“We have a fantastic motor 
racing heritage and Cosworth is 
keen to go top-flight racing again 
with the right OEM partner,” 
said Cosworth managing director 
of  powertrains Bruce Wood.

“You can do it very 
economically, compared to 
other categories, and you don’t 
need to own a team.”

IndyCar bosses have previously 
said a third manufacturer would 
have to finalise its plans by the 
summer of  2018 to join the grid 
as soon as 2020. IndyCar seeks new supplier
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ByMattJames

DoublePorscheCarreraCupGB
championDanCammishwill join
MattNeal in theTeamDynamics
HondaBritishTouringCar
Championship teamthisseason.

The28-year-oldwillreplaceGordon
SheddeninthefactoryHondateam
line-up.Hisdealtojointhesquadwas
announcedonThursdaylastweek.

“It isadreamopportunityforme,”
saidCammish.“Chanceslikethis
don’tcomeupeveryday.”

ItwillmarkCammish’sfirstracing
campaigninafront-wheel-drivecar,
buttheLeedsmansaysheisnot
dauntedbythatprospect.

“Iamwithoneof themore
experiencedteamsout there, so there
will be data to pick over, and I have
Matt Neal alongside me too. What
he doesn’t know about the BTCC isn’t
worth knowing,” said Cammish.

“Also look at what [2017 champion]
AshSuttondidtoo:hewas usedtoracing
rear-wheel-drive, jumped into front-
wheel-drive with Renault Clios and
then the MG BTCC car and was a
winner and then went back to rear-
wheel-drive last year and took the title
in the Subaru Levorg. It can be done
and I will be giving it everything to
try and make this a success.”

Team co-owner and driver Neal
said he was thrilled to have secured

Cammish’sservicesfortheseason.
“Thisisagreatsigningforus,Dan

hasbeenverysuccessfulinevery
championshiphehascompetedin
overtheyears,”saidNeal.“He’s
incrediblydifficulttopassandknows
howtodefendaposition.Weneeded
someonewithhisstandingtohelpthe
teamchallengeforoverallhonoursinall
threechampionshipsthisyear. Thegoal
istocomeawaywithasmuchsilverware
attheendof theseasonaspossible.

“Danknowshowtohandlehimself
inthishighlycompetitivechampionship.
He conducts himself with
professionalism and is good on
camera, he really ticks all the boxes
as a replacement for Shedden.”

CAMMISH LANDS TOP DRIVE
WITH HONDA BTCC TEAM

Jackson and Motorbase Performance part ways after eight-year BTCC history

Team Parker Racing switches to a BMW for 2018 as Jelley stays on

Mat Jackson has parted ways with
the Motorbase Performance British
Touring Car Championship team,
despite having signed a deal to
race with the squad in 2018.

Jackson was announced as a
Motorbase Ford Focus driver at
the Autosport International Show
in the middle of January, but a
statement issued by the team last
week said that they had now split.

Team boss David Bartrum said:
“Mat has been a fantastic driver
for Motorbase Performance and
I’ve enjoyed all of the years that

we have worked together. We’ve had
some great times, but like all things
in life, things move on.

“Motorbase has been around
for 15 years and 2018 marks our
12th season racing in the BTCC,
Mat has been a big part of that
history, however, drivers come and
go and good teams carry on racing.
I wish Mat all the best in everything
he does in the future. It’s been great
working with him and we shall
all miss him.”

Jackson said that the deal had
been called off on Wednesday last

week, and he was now unlikely
to feature in the championship
in 2018.

“This has left me with very little
time ahead of the new season and
therefore I am highly likely to
be a spectator instead,” he said.

Motorbase Performance tested
with its two remaining drivers,
Sam Tordoff and Tom Chilton,
at Brands Hatch on Monday.

The Motorbase statement said
that Jackson’s replacement in
the Shredded Wheat Ford Focus
RS will be announced soon.

Stephen Jelley will remain in the
BritishTouringCarChampionship
this season, but his Team Parker
Racing squad has switched from
aFordFocustoaBMW125iMSport.

Jelley, a former single-seater
and Porsche racer, returned
to the BTCC last season after
seven years racing sportscars.
However, he had a torrid season
in the Focus and finished 34th
in the standings.

“We knew things had to change
for this year,” said the 35-year-

old, who won two races while
driving for WSR in a BMW in
2009. “I still had strong links
with WSR and we started talking
to them at the end of last season
about a BMW. It was the only
way I wanted to go.”

Jelley will drive one of the
team’s 2017 machines, which
will be fitted with a 2016-spec
engine. WSR moved to the new
B48 motor last year.

Jelley said: “The car fits like a
glove already: everything is just

where you want it to be. The
engine bay is spotless. It is
a proper racing car.

“I just want to get back to the
sharp end. Anything we do this
year will be an improvement
on last year, but this gives us a
chance to be competitive and
to battle where we should be
battling. I simply can’t wait to
get out there in this new car.”

Team Parker has always run a
Focus since it first entered the
BTCC in 2015.

Cammish will join Neal
at Team Dynamics

Photos: Jakob Ebrey

Emson’sbid
Ginetta Junior Winter Series racer
Tom Emson will step up to the
main series for the first time this
year. He will again compete as a
privateer having taken a best
result of 12th in the Winter Series
last year.

Mini switch
The Mini Challenge JCW
Championship will support the DTM’s
return to Brands Hatch after securing a
calendar change. The single-make
series will hold two races on the
undercard of the German touring car
category’s event on the Brands Hatch
Grand Prix Circuit on August 11/12.
The event will replace the series’
originally scheduled races alongside
the British GT Championship at Brands
a week earlier. “Having the chance to
run alongside DTM is a really rare
opportunity and something we didn’t
want to turn down,” said championship
promoter Antony Williams.

Butel remains
LMP3 Cup racer Jack Butel will
remain with the Speedworks
Motorsport squad in the series
this year. The 21-year-old took
one win in his first season out of
single-seaters last term and
finished third in the standings.

Burns and BMR
Renault UK Clio Cup driver Bradley
Burns will race in the series under the
BMR Academy banner with Team Pyro
this year. The 16-year-old contested
the final three rounds of last season and
impressed by qualifying second for the
Brands Hatch finale. He will now
benefit from BMR support, just like
Ash Sutton did when he won the Clio
crown in 2015.

SuperTrofeowinners
British drivers Jack Bartholomew
and James Pull won both races of
the UAE Lamborghini Super Trofeo
championship in Dubai at the
weekend. Bartholomew now leads
the championship by 14 points,
and will team up with Pull once
again for the final round at the
Dubai Autodrome.

IN BRIEF

Jackson expects to be a“spectator”in 2018 after the late separation

Double Carrera Cup champion is chosen as Shedden’s replacement

Cammish has starred in Porsches
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Jelley will 
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American adventure for 2014 Formula Ford Festival winner Raven
James Raven will compete in the
Pro Mazda Championship in
2018 after agreeing a deal
with DeForce Racing.

The 2014 Formula Ford Festival
winner, 23, recently tested one of
the squad’s F4 US Championship
cars at the series’ official test,
which Raven produced the
fastest time at. The driver and
team have been working on a deal
since, and Raven will join fellow
Brit Harrison Scott in the Road to

Indy affiliated Pro Mazda
for the first two rounds, at
St Petersburg (March 10/11)
and Barber Motorsports
Park (April 21/22).

“I’ve literally got nothing to
lose, I know I have two, maybe
three rounds at the most so I’m
going to try and win and I’ll push
for the win on every occasion,”
said Raven. “Hopefully I can be
quick in the test and that will give
us an idea of where we stand.”

Raven will test for the first time
this weekend at an official test
at the Homestead Miami track.

Pro Mazda has a new
Tatuus-18 chassis for this
year which is expected to
equalise the competition.

The winner of the
championship earns a
subsidised entry into the
following year’s Indy Lights
Championship, which is one
rung below IndyCar.

MAGICALMONGER EYES
BRITISH F3
Double amputee set to return to racing

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Gary Hawkins, Road to Indy

BillyMongerbelievesheisnot“too
faraway”fromsecuringadealtorace
inBRDCBritishFormula3thisyear.

The18-year-oldhasbegunatesting
programmewithCarlinasheattempts
tomakeacomebackafterhishorrific
accidentatDoningtonParklastApril.

Mongersufferedamputationstoboth
of hislegsfollowingthecrashinthe
finalBritishF4raceof theweekend.

Hecompletedhisfirsttestinasingle-
seatersincetheaccidentatasnowy
OultonParkearlierthismonthandhas
alsobeenoutatBrandsHatchlastweek.

“I don’t think we’re too far away,
I’ve got a few more sponsors to
find,” Monger told MN. “It’s a bit
overwhelming to think how far
we’ve come but I’m grateful for the
team for giving me the opportunity
to show what I can do. I’m back where
I want to be.

“If you had told me last April that I
would be testing in a British F3 car
with Carlin this year, you would’ve had
to pinch me. It’s a new car and new
controls but I’m getting used to it.

“I’m braking with my [prosthetic] leg

still and the rest of it is on the steering
wheel. The one thing that has really
moved place is the throttle which is
now on the left side of the wheel. Then
on a normal car you would change
[gear] up on the right side and down on
the left but on minethey’rebothonthe
sameside.We’vebeenworkingwiththe
seriestomakesureallthecontrolswork
andtomakesurethere’snoadvantage.”

Mongertargetedaracereturnassoon
asheregainedconsciousnessfromthe
crashandhasbeenworkingwithCarlin
onmakingacomebacksincelastJuly.

“I’vebeendoingalotof stuff with
Carlin,goingonthesimulatorand
tryingdifferentformsof controlling
thecar,”heexplained.“Ithinkitwas
lastJulywhenmyfriend[BritishF4
champion]JamieCarolineintroduced
metotheteam.TheysaidIcoulduse
theirsimulatorwheneverIwanted
toandthenwegottalkingaboutwhat
Iwantedtodo[racing-wise].

“I’mdoingmoretestingthan
Iwould’vedoneif Ihadn’thad
myaccidentintermsof figuring
outthecontrols.”

Fortec retains Ericsson and Hoggard in British Formula 4
British Formula 4 drivers Hampus
Ericsson and Johnathan Hoggard
will remain in the series this year
with Fortec Motorsport.

Ericsson won the Challenge Cup
title last season, completing seven
events, and MN reported last October
that he planned to launch a title bid
in 2018. This has now been confirmed
while Hoggard, who only contested
four meetings last term, will also be
back for a full year.

“Last year my priority was to
focus on my education and GCSE
examinations,” said Hoggard,
who took one podium in 2017.
“This meant I was only able to
compete in four meetings at the
end of the season.

“Winter testing has gone
exceptionally well. Fortec have
given me fantastic support and
guidance to ensure I am fully
prepared for this season.”

Chadwick remains in
British F3 with Douglas

British F3 to “reward
overtakes” with points

Jamie Chadwick will remain in
the BRDC British Formula 3
Championship this season,
moving to Douglas Motorsport.

The 19-year-old, who won the
British GT4 Championship in
2015, finished ninth in the points
last year with Double R Racing –
taking a best result of third.

She said: “I wanted to come
back with Double R but all
their seats were full so I had a
conversation with Wayne
[Douglas, team principal] and it
seemed like a really good fit.

“He runs a really good team and
I will work with my engineer from
last year which is really important.

“It [the title] has got to be my
aim, the whole point of doing two
years is so I can have a big push
for the championship.

“I beat Nicolai Kjaergaard [who is
also returning for a second season
with Carlin] last year so in terms of
the second-year drivers I’m doing
OK but there are some quick drivers
coming up so it’s definitely going to
be tough.”

Douglas believes that Chadwick
will be challenging at the front of
the series, which begins at Oulton
Park on March 31.

“She should be one of the best
second year drivers,” he said. “She’s
worked hard on her fitness over
the winter and we work alongside
Double R so she will have the same
engineer. I think she should be up
at the front.”

Apointwillbeawardedtodrivers
intheBRDCBritishFormula3
Championshipforeveryposition
theygainfollowingaruleshake-up
intheseries.

Thepointswillonlybeawarded
forthesecondraceof theweekend,
whichwilluseareversegridbased
onfinishingpositionsfromraceone.

Previously,onlythetopeightwere
reversedbutallcarsthatfinishrace
one–andsetafastestlapwithin103
percentof theoverall fastestlap–
willnowbereversed.

Thepointswillbeawardedbased
onthenumberof positionsgained
betweenstartandfinishing
positions,andhavebeenintroduced
byex-F1driverJonathanPalmer’s
MotorSportVisioncompany–
whichoperatesBRDCBritishF3
–topromoteovertaking.

Palmersaid:“MSVhasahistory
of beinginnovativetomaximisethe
appealof motorsport,andwiththe
fullreversegridsystem,coupled
withacarefullyderivedpoints
system,theBRDCBritishF3
championshipwillproducesome
captivatingracingfordrivers,teams
andfanstoenjoywhilstaddingto
thelearningvaluefordriversby
givingthemfarmoreopportunities
toovertakeandrewardthem
whentheydo.”

Thegridforracethreewillremain
basedonthefastestlapachievedin
eitherthefirstorsecondrace.

Monger has been using 
hand controls in testing
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Mini step up for Fiesta Junior champ Davidson Porsche Slidesports switch for Ellinas
Fiesta Junior champion Jack
Davidson will graduate to the Mini
Challenge JCW series this year.

Davidson, who will be 16 in
March, will stick with Jamsport as
it moves into the JCW class this
term. Davidson originally
intending to spend a season in the
senior Fiesta Championship.

“We were talking to the team boss
and worked out that this would be
the best move for development and
[learning] better racecraft,” said

Davidson. “Getting to grips with
the car, and with slicks as well, this
year’s just a learning season. I
won’t be doing anything stupid.
Hopefully next year will be the one
where it’ll all come together and
we’ll do well.”

Davidson will test his ex-Jo
Polley car for two days at Guadix
in Spain this weekend before
making his debut in the JCW
Championship at Oulton Park on
the weekend of March 31/April 2.

Porsche Carrera Cup GB racer 
Tio Ellinas will move to the 
Slidesports team for his second 
season in the category. 

The Cypriot, who was a race 
winner in GP3 and Formula 
Renault 3.5, finished sixth in 
the standings last term with 
JTR, taking a best result of  
second on his way to winning 
the rookie class. 

“I’m really optimistic for this 
season and now is the time to go 

for the overall title,” he said. 
“With the new car it is a reset for 
all the drivers. There will not be 
as much testing available, so 
it will be like starting from zero 
for everyone.

“I’m looking forward to 
working with David 
[Fairbrother, the team’s other 
driver] and the Slidesports team, 
I think we can really start the 
season on the front foot and go 
for the championship.” 

KARTING CHAMP WARD
MOVES TO GINETTA GT5
W2R Motorsport will run 20-year-old in Challenge

Photos: Mick Walker, Jakob Ebrey

ByStephenLickorish

WorldkartingchampionBrett
Wardwillmakehiscar racing
debut thisseason in theGinetta
GT5Challenge.

The20-year-oldwontheSenior
RotaxMaxChallengelastseasonand
alsoclaimedtheEuropeanIAME
X30Seniorcrown.

WardwillnowcompeteforW2R
Motorsport–theracingarmof the
companythatorganisesGinetta’s
trackdaysandthesquadthatpowered
MichaelCreestotheG40Cupcrown
lastseason–andhasalreadyimpressed
teambossBenHylandintesting.

“That[signingWard]isa
breakthroughfortheteam,”said
Hyland.“We’vewoneverythingat
Am-levelinGT5,G40CupandGRDC
andIwasreallykeentofindaPro
driver.TheGT5Challengewillbethe
one-makeseriestowatchthisyear.
Gridsarefullandit’slookingexciting,
soIwantedtobeverymuchinthemix.

“Brettshoneimmediatelyandon
trackI’veneverseenadriverpickup
goingfromkartingintocarssowell
technically,andfromadatapointof
view.Hewastwotenthsoff our
Prodrivercoachintestingsoit’s
excitingtimes.”

Theteamhasalsopurchaseda
GinettaG55asit lookstomovefurther
uptheladder.

“Anexcitingthingformeiswehave
justboughtaGT4Supercupcarand
we’rebackfromtestinginSpainat
Guadix,”addedHyland.“Ourintention
istodosomeGTCuprounds.”

BRSCC’s new ST-XR Challenge creates more classes and opens door for bigger grids

Huge grid and high-quality field means GT5 Challenge set for a strong year

Three new classes have been
added to the XR Challenge
with Ford Fiesta STs set to
feature on an expanded
grid this year.

The British Racing and
Sports Car Club series has
been renamed the ST-XR
Challenge to reflect the
changes, which have proved
popular with competitors.

Previously the series was
open to Fiesta XR2 and Si
models as well as the Escort
XR3i but now new classes

have been created, including
one for a budget ST – known
as the XR4 in Australia.

“The changes have gone
down very, very well,” said
championship coordinator
Dave Fairclough. “We’ve got
a class for the Fiesta ST but
not in the same form as the
national series – it’s a very
budget one. It has a fixed cage
and a mandatory suspension
kit. We wanted it to be cost-
effective and we’ve got seven
or eight cars in build.

“Another class is for XR2s
that don’t run limited-slip
differentials, but we will
allow them to run 30kg
lighter. That is aimed to
attract people from the
750 Motor Club [Classic
Stock Hatch] and the
Scottish XR2 series.

“Class F is for any front-
wheel-drive Ford with a limit
of 1800cc engine that is aimed
to attract people who want to
race a Ford Puma.”

Fairclough added the rising

costs of XR2s led to the
series looking at other
cars to boost entries.

“If you want to build an
XR2 you’ve got to pay £3000
now for a good bodyshell,”
he said. “But you can buy an
ST now for £750-£1500 and it
doesn’t have any rust.”

The category will also
“spread its wings” in 2018
with the traditionally Oulton
Park-based series visiting
other northern tracks as
well as Snetterton.

The Ginetta GT5 Challenge
line-up just keeps getting
better and better. Already a
host of champions and race
winners from the junior
racing ranks have
committed (there’s two
Junior Saloon Car
champions and a regular
winner, along with a Ginetta
Junior frontrunner). Now
it’s attracting top talent from

karting too – a very
important development.

Brett Ward may not be your
average karting graduate.
He’s 20 years old for a start,
but boasts an impressive CV
with a host of titles ranging
from national to European
and even world crowns.

Clearly Ginetta has struck
on an excellent formula for
the GT5 Challenge. It has

always achieved good grids
but it is the quality at the
front of the huge entry for
this year that really stands
out. With it benefiting from
both British Touring Car
and British GT support
slots, the series is showcased
on the two most significant
racing bills in the UK, so
perhaps it’s not hard to
see why.

At this point, it features
the best entry of any of
the major racing series in
the UK below the BTCC
with an influx of drivers.
Ward is just the latest in
that long list.

There will be more on
the success of the GT5
Challenge in MN
next month.

Stephen Lickorish

Ward will race
GT5 Challenge

Just 12 teams at
Mondello Fiesta race
The Murray Motorsport
team of Michael Cullen,
John Denning, Barry
English and Hugh Grennan
rebuffed constant attack
from the Kellett Motorsport
equipe comprising Alan
and Keith Dawson, Sean
Woods and William Kellett
to take the honours in
the Mondello Fiesta 6
Hour Endurance race
last weekend.

The Murray team initially
ran second as the sister
car, driven by Formula
Ford 1600 ace Niall
Murray, sprinted away
from the field.

Less experienced team-
mates and a succession of
dramas meant they
gradually dropped down
the field, despite Murray
lapping two seconds
quicker than the rest at
one stage.

Rallycross duo Ciaran
Murphy and Vincent
O’Rourke – running with
Fiesta ST regular Simon
Quinn – had run third
initially but after some
great battles had to give
way to former Supercar
champion Johnny Whelan,
partnered by son Robert
and Johnny Taylor.

Stryker champion Alan
Auerbach, paired with
2015 World Hot Rod
champion Shane Murphy,
Mark Meenehan and
Steven Ross gradually
climbed the leaderboard,
though, and clinched an
impressive third place
inside the final hour.

Despite plenty of
demand for the event
from competitors
following the hugely
successful November
race, it was ultimately
poorly supported, with
only 12 teams competing
in the event.

says...
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Gurney raced McLaren

Impneyentries
Over200invitedpre-1967cars
will takepart in thefourthedition
of theChateauImpneyHillClimb
over theweekendofJuly7/8.
Competitionwillcentreonthe
885-metrecourseat theDroitwich
hotel,whichdrew18,000visitors
lastsummer.Starattractionswill
includedemonstrationrunsbythe
1950V16BRMfromtheNational
MotorMuseum.

HSCCshow
TheHSCCwillhaveaneight-car
displayatRaceRetro thisweekend,
rangingfromthefront-engined, front-
wheel-driveBondFormulaJunior to the
2017title-winningClassicFormula3
RaltRT3ofGaiusGhinn.AMallock
Mk21representsClassicClubmans,
while theRoadSportsclassesare
illustratedbyanother2017titlewinner,
theMorgan+8racedbyWillPlant.

Classictesting
Competitorsenteringthe
SilverstoneClassic (July20-22)
willget thechancetotest for free
ontheGPCircuitonMay2.With
theshowpieceeventaimingat
1000entries,spaceonthetest
daywillbe limitedandavailable
onafirst-come, first-servedbasis.
Formsareontheeventwebsite
atsilverstoneclassic.com.

GTSCCrounds
The2018schedule for theGTand
SportsCarCupwill take in threeUK
racesbeforeaseasonfinaleat the
AlgarveClassicFestival inOctober.
Thepre ’66GTandpre ’63sports-
racingcarswillhaveanextended
two-hour raceat theDoningtonHistoric
Festivalandaraceat theSilverstone
InternationalTrophymeeting inJuneas
wellasareturn to theCastleCombe
Classic inearlyOctober.

RaceRetroguest
RenownedF1designersJohn
BarnardandFrankDerniewill
appearontheLiveStageatRace
RetroonSaturday.Theywill talk
about theircareers, thecarsthey
influencedandhowtheirdesigns
arestillusedinmodern
motorsport.Barnardnotably
workedforMcLarenandFerrari
whileDernieworkedwithHesketh,
Lotus,WilliamsandBenetton.

Thruxtonevent
HistoricFormulaFords,F2andSuper
TouringCarswillallbepartof the50th
AnniversaryMeetingatThruxton(June
2/3).Anon-championshipperiod
FormulaLibredouble-headerwillbe for
uptotwo-litresingleseaters fromF2,
F3andFF2000.TohonourThruxton’s
F2heritage, theBARCwillpresent its
JochenRindtTrophytothetopF2racer.

RareRoyale
ThesoleRoyaleRP40GTPcar
from1986is forsale, including
asecondunracedchassisanda
raftofsparesaswellas jigsand
bodymoulds.Thecarracedsolely
intheUSinperiod,but isnowfor
saleviaAlanCornockatFulmar
CompetitionServices.

HISTORICS

Goodwood to mark
Porsche anniversary

Pre-2006 touring cars welcomed into Super Touring Challenge

Porsche race cars from the
company’s history will star
at the Goodwood Festival of
Speed (July 12-15) as the
event celebrates the 70th
anniversary of Porsche’s
first car, the 356.

Cars in action on the hill
will range from early 356s
via the stunning 917 Le
Mans cars to modern day
GT cars. In addition,
Porsche cars will adorn the
event’s stunning Central
Feature for the third time.

The event will showcase
the range of Porsche’s
achievements in a dedicated
batch within the Goodwood
Hillclimb, while other cars
will be on display. Alongside
a strong GT and prototype
contingent will be cars from
Porsche’s history in Formula
1, IndyCar and rallying.

David Jarman, one of the
founders of the Super Touring
movement, believes that the next
group of cars to come under the
historic umbrella will be
pre-2006 touring cars.

Super 2000 cars from the FIA
WTCC and BTC-specification
BTCC cars from up to 2005 are
being encouraged back into
racing in the Super Touring Car
Challenge, and Jarman says the

Dan Gurney to be remembered with tribute at Race Retro Show
ThelateDanGurneywillbe
honouredatRaceRetrobythe
displayof theMcLarenMk14A,
thelastFormula1carheraced.

AmericanGurney,whodied
inJanuaryaged86,wonfour
grandsprix, includingthe1967

BelgianGrandPrixinhisown
Eaglechassisenteredbyhis
AngloAmericanRacersteam.

Afterthedeathof Bruce
McLarenin1970Gurneybecame
involvedwithMcLarenanddrove
theM14AinseveralF1races.That

carwillbeonshowfromthe
renownedHall&Hallsquad.

EventdirectorLeeMasters
said:“DanGurneywasa
motorsport legend,andsoto
beabletohonourhimatthis
year’sshowisarealprivilege.”

ByPaulLawrence

Two landmark competition
Fords from the 1990s are
expected to sell for up to
£200,000 each at the
Silverstone Auctions sale
at Race Retro on Friday.

The 1990 Ford Sierra
Cosworth RS500 raced by Robb
Gravett is tipped to sell for in
excess of £175,000 when put up
for auction after spending the

last 20 years in storage.
Meanwhile an ex-Colin McRae
1999 Ford Focus WRC has a
target price of at least £120,000.

The 1990 BTCC-winning
Sierra Cosworth was built and
run by the Trakstar team for
Gravett, but was also driven by
team boss Mike Smith and Stig
Blomqvist. It is now being
publicly offered for sale for the
first time. During a record-
breaking 1990 season it took

nine wins, eight pole positions
and eight fastest laps.

Experienced race and rally
driver Nick Whale, MD at
Silverstone Auctions, raced
a BMW M3 against Gravett
in the 1990 BTCC. He said:
“The roll of honour for this
Cosworth is truly impressive
and it has cemented its place
in BTCC history. Adding to
the provenance of this car is
that in 1991 the new two-litre

cars took over, making 1990 a
great swansong for this title-
winning RS500.”

The Focus WRC chassis 68335
contested 11 rounds of the 1999
World Rally Championship,
four of them with Colin
McRae. It was also rallied by
Petter Solberg and Thomas
Radstrom. McRae and Nicky
Grist used the car for Rally
Catalunya the Tour De Corse,
the Acropolis and Rally China.

Ex-Gravett Sierra and former McRae Focus go under the hammer

RARE FORDS ARE
SET FOR BIG MONEY

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
CHARLES
BARTER
Road Sports ace
Age: over65Lives:Dorchester

IN BRIEF

‘Ghinn’s Ralt will star
on HSCC display’
Race Retro attractions, below
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He came down from 
the hills
“I think I gave up hillclimbing in 
the early 1980s and at the time I 
thought that was going to be the 
end of my motor sport. But it’s a 
bit like a drug and I acquired the 
Datsun 240Z towards the end 
of the 1980s and started racing 
it with the HSCC in the early 
1990s. I’ve raced it for over 20 
years in Road Sports.”

He grew up around 
the sport
“I have such wonderful memories 
of motor racing in the 1950s and 
1960s, being dragged all over 
Europe with my parents to all 
sorts of wonderful events. The 
HSCC was the big attraction to 
me, probably before the car. I 
thought it would be fantastic 
if I could race an historic car of 
some description. Probably 
one of my biggest mistakes was 
suggesting that my son Julian 
drove the Datsun many years 
ago. He’s quite a handy driver!”

It’s the ex-Win Percy car
“Once I was decided historics was 
where I wanted to go, I knew of the 
Datsun, which belonged to Win 
Percy. He competed with it once or 
twice at the time when he was 
racing ‘Big Sam’. I know he did the 
six-hour relay at Silverstone in it 
and I thought it would be ideal for 
Road Sports.”

It needed a rebuild
“The car was sold via a couple of 
other owners in Dorset before 
being parked up in an orchard. I got 
it, along with a donor car, in a rather 
sorry state. But it was rebuilt 
around the original bodyshell.”

It has served him well
“I’ve raced it in 70s Road Sports 
every season since 1994, winning 
the overall title in 2001 and again in 
2017. I’ve only missed occasional 
races in 24 seasons. It has been 
developed first with Tim Riley and 
more recently Dave Jarman. Dave’s 
work on a fresh engine three years 
ago brought another step forward 
in performance.”

He is a championship 
chairman
“I just feel that you should put 
something back into the sport as 
you take so much out. I did that 
with hillclimbing as one of the 
founders of the Hillclimb and Sprint 
Association. I was very happy to 
become Road Sports chairman if 
that’s what the grid wanted.”

Photos: Paul Lawrence, LAT

Gravett’s Ford had 
been stored away

Barter: racer and chair

Newer cars will be next step

Classic saloons as tribute
Rare Royale is up for sale

Pre-’66 saloon race at Combe to be used as tribute to Sanger

The life of  Terry Sanger will be 
celebrated by a race for pre ’66 
Touring Cars at the Castle 
Combe Autumn Classic on 
Saturday October 6.

The Appendix K race will be 
held in memory of  Sanger, a 
local hero through the 1960s. 

He died in 2013 aged 79.
Sanger did the Targa Florio in 

a factory Ford GT40 in 1969 and 
was famous for racing an early 
special saloon, a Ford Cortina 
Mk1 with a Ford V8 engine. He 
later drove the fast intervention 
medical car at the circuit.

cars are a good package.
“We feel this is the right way to 

keep grid numbers strong and 

ensure an ongoing spectacle,” 
said Jarman. “There are so many 
great cars out there from that 
period and there are cars at very 
reasonable prices.”

To date the Challenge has 
focused on Super Touring cars 
made up to the year 2000, as well 
as earlier Group 2 and Group A 
cars, but the cut-off  date has been 
extended to take in the next 
generation of  touring cars.
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Loeb:back in the Citroen fold

Breen soared to
second place

HOW NEUVILLE KEPT HIS COOL ON THE SWEDISH SNOW PAGE 20

RALLY NEWS

BREEN: I WILL FIGHT FOR MY
PLACE WITHIN CITROEN
ByDavidEvans

CraigBreen isstill facingtwo
monthsonthebenchatCitroen,
despite takinghisbest-yetWorld
RallyChampionship resulton
Sweden lastweek.

Citroen’sIrishstar,whocurrentlysits
threepointsaheadof seniorteam-mate
KrisMeekeintheWorldRally
Championship,stepsasideforthenexttwo
roundsof theWRCtoallowSebastien
Loebtoreturnandcompeteonboth
RallyMexicoandtheTourdeCorse

“Thisresultisjustawesome,”Breentold
MotorsportNewsafterhissecondplace
inSweden.“It’sthebestof mycareer.
Youknowthepodium[third]inFinland
acoupleof yearsago[2016]wasspecial,
butherewewererightuptherefighting,
fightingconsistentlyinthatposition,
andthat’ssomethingnewformeand
it’ssomethingI’mdesperatetobuildon.

“WhenwegotthepodiuminFinland
Iwantedtokickonlastyear,butfor
whateverreasonitdidn’tquitehappen
andwedidn’tgetanymorepodiums–we
hadtheconsistency,butnotalwaysthe
outrightspeed.I’dlovetobeabletomove
forwardfromhereandthathastobethe
aim,butwe’reoutforawhilenow.”

Breenisnotscheduledtoreturntothe
factoryCitroenuntilRallyArgentinaat
theendof April.

“There’snotwowaysaboutit, I’vegot

tosayI’mabsolutelyguttednottobegoing
toMexicoforthenextround,”Breensaid.
“I’dlovetotakethemomentumwehave
builthere–obviouslyit’snotmychoice.
IhopeSeb[Loeb]hasfun.”

OpinionisdividedwithinCitroen
aboutthereturnof thenine-time
worldchampioninadealwhichMN
understandswasbrokeredbyPSACEO
CarlosTavaresbeforebeingimplemented
byformerteamprincipalYvesMatton.

Askedforhisopiniononthepolicyof
leavingtheirleadingdriverathomein
favourof amanwhohasbeenawayfrom
thefulltimeWRCforsixyears,Matton’s
replacementPierreBudarsaid:“Itwas
notmydecision.”

Askedif therewasanychanceitcouldbe
reversed,oranothercarfoundforBreenin
Mexico,Budaradded:“Theplanwillstay
asit is,wewillrunwithLoebinMexico.Of
course,Iwilltrytofindsomemoretesting
tokeepCraiginthecarasmuchaswecan.
HehasbeenbrillianthereinSwedenand
welikehim,wewanttobuildonwhathe
hasachieved.AfterhisresultinFinland,
it lookslikehehasaloveaffairwithrallies
inScandinavia!”

Breenwon’tcompletethereccefor
thenextroundof thechampionshipin
Mexico,havingdonethatlastyear.

“I’venevercompetedinMexico,”hesaid,
“it’stheexperienceIneed.Iappreciate
PierredoingwhathecanandI’lldo
anythingIcan–I’mreadytofightfor

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Irishman faces a spell on the bench despite best-yet result

Sebastien Loeb’s a hero. We all 
know that. He won 78 rounds of  
the World Rally Championship, 
nine world titles; Nicolas Sarkozy 
knighted him with a Legion 
d’honneur. As Frenchmen go, this 
one’s fairly worthwhile – especially 
as a marketing tool to make some 
noise about Citroen’s World Rally 
Championship programme.

And Loeb will come to Mexico in 
the perfect place on the road, he’ll 
likely lead after day one and create 
some more headlines, but after 
that, what? Can he win Mexico or 
Corsica? Possibly. More likely we 
could end up with a similar deal 
to when Michael Schumacher 
returned to Formula 1 – full of  
nostalgia, but short on the sort of  
cutting edge speed that only comes 
with regular seat time. Loeb’s been 
out of  a World Rally Car at the 
highest level for three years.

 I was so, so pleased when Kris 
Meeke said he was delighted to see 
Loeb coming back – but it should be 
in an additional car, not at the cost 
of  Breen’s seat. Meeke called it 
right, but PSA CEO Carlos Tavares 

Why  Loeb might just be 
lip service for Citroen

(with whom the Loeb deal was 
reckoned to be have been done) 
couldn’t have got it more wrong.

What does a mid-season publicity 
stunt say about the serious 
aspirations for Citroen? Leaving 
Breen on the bench for the next two 
rounds is crazy, particularly off  the 
back of  such a stellar, confidence-
inspiring run like last week. 

Yes, Loeb could raise morale in 
Versailles, but it seemed pretty 
high when I left Breen and Scott 
Martin being hugged by just about 
anybody and everybody in a red 
jacket on Sunday…

David Evans

whatever I can get. This team is incredible 
and to see how hard those boys worked to 
get this car right, it’s been a pure pleasure 
to drive. It’s night and day the difference 
from where we were last year.”

Sources close to the team are hoping 
there could be the chance to run a third car 
for Breen at round four, the Tour de Corse – 
where it’s even more unlikely Loeb would 
be passed over in favour of  Breen.

Citroen ran a third car in Sweden, with 
Mads Ostberg returning to his former 
employer. The Parisian manufacturer 
immediately felt the benefit of  a third car 
after Meeke’s C3 retired with day two 
turbo failure after ingesting snow; 
Ostberg finished the event in sixth 
place, adding to Citroen’s points tally.

The chances of  Ostberg returning to 
Citroen again this season are high, but 
the Norwegian will have to bring budget.

Budar says Loeb will still return in C3

says...

Breen was Sweden star
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Historic cars
made ruts

LeadingdriversintheWorld
RallyChampionshiphave
calledforchangestotherules
fornationaleventsrunningon
thebackof WRCqualifiers.

Lastweek’sRallySweden
Historicfollowedthemodern
carsintothestagesandcaused
significantproblemsforthe
mainWRCfieldonitssecond
passthroughtheFridayand
Saturdaytests.Thehistoricand
nationalcarswererunning
narrowertyresandthat,alliedto
thefactthatmostwererear-wheel
drive,meantdeeprutswerecut
intotheiceforthesecondrun.

Jari-MattiLatvalaisamanwith
afootinbothcamps,having
competedinahistoriceventin
hisownToyotaCelicaGT-4atthe
startof themonth,forhimthe
answerisasimpleone.

“Onthisevent,theyshould
changetherulesandrunthe
historiccarsonthesamesize
tyreswehave,”hetoldMN.“This
wouldmakeadifferenceforus.”

Latvala’sToyotateam-mateOtt
Tanakwassecondontheroad,but
hewasmoresympathetic,saying:
“TheconditionsinMonteare
easierthanthis.Thenational
carsmakeitmoredifficultfor
us,butwecan’t[blamethem],
thisistheirrallyaswell.”

TheirteamprincipalTommi
Makinenwas,however,emphatic.
“Thisneedstochange,”hesaid.
“Wecannothavethesenarrower
carsdoingthistotheroad.Why
can’ttheyrunthenationalcars

aftertheWRChasbeenthrough
bothtimes?”

M-Sport’sSebastienOgierwas
themanwhosufferedmost,but
herefusedtoblamethenational
crews,adding:“Theyarehereto
enjoytheirrally,butit’ssodifficult
withtheconditionsonthesecond
passof thestages.”

Havingwontheopeninground
inMonteCarlo,Ogierledthe
crewsintothesnow-filledstages
andadmittedhewasfrustrated
bythelackof anopportunityto
makeadifference.

“Itmighthavemadeadifference
if we’dhadachoiceof tyres,”said
Ogier.“Hereweonlyhaveonetyre
–it’stheonlyeventof theseason
wherewedon’thaveachoice.
EventheJuniorWRCcarshave
morechoicethanwedo–they
havetwostuds,thatcouldhave
helpedforus.”

TheJuniorWRCrunnersare
allowedtoselectbetweentwo
lengthsof stud(7mmor8mm)
forRallySweden.

FormerRallySwedenwinner
PetterSolbergfinishedsecondin
lastweek’shistoriceventandhe
agreedwithOgier.

“If they’dhadaneightmillimetre
stud,itwouldhavemadeareal
difference,”saidSolberg.

“Theguysrunningatthefront
wouldhavetakenthelongerstud
andfoundmoregrip.I’mnotsure
howmuchwearedisturbingthe
rutsandthelineforthem,but
havingachoiceof tyreisimportant
forthoseguys.”

ToyotadriversJari-Matti
LatvalaandOttTanakhave
warnedtheirrivalsnot
towritethemoff aftera
below-parperformanceat
lastweek’sRallySweden.

BothYarisWRCdrivers
sufferedintheearlyroad
conditionslastweek,but
LatvalapointedtoTanak’s
paceasanindicationof
whattheywillbecapable

of astheseasonunfolds.
“AttimesOtthasbeen

incredible,”saidLatvala,
“hisspeedhasbeenreally
good.Weunderstandwhat
hashappenedhereandwe
knowthatthespeedisstill
inthiscar.Wearestill inthe
fight.Nowwelookforward
tothegravelrallies.”

Tanakfeelsthereismore
speedtocomefromthecar,

hetoldMotorsportNews:
“IhavemyideasandIshare
thesewiththeengineers.
There’snothingtodo
immediately,butweare
lookingatwayswecan
improvethingswiththe
[homologation]jokerslater
intheyear.Ithelpstocome
fromadifferentcartohave
someideasof howtomake
thingsbetter.”

“Even in a straight line I
have to fight like hell...”
Ogier’s troubles in Sweden, p20
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Toyota drivers keen to move on from tough Sweden

Second winter WRC event could run
Kristoffersson keen
on more rally outings

WRC Promoter’s
Oliver Ciesla has told
Motorsport News that
he’s interested in
investigating a second
winter round of
the World Rally
Championship.

The WRC last ran two
snow events in 2007,
when Rally Sweden was
on consecutive weekends
with Rally Norway. Since
then, the neighbouring
Nordic nations have
combined to form a
cross-border rally with
Norwegian roads on
the opening day.

Canada has expressed
an interest in hosting
a winter rally, but
admitted it’s at least
five years away.

Ciesla told MN: “To

drive on the snow and
ice is a unique selling
point in world-level
sport for the WRC, it’s
a story the car and tyre
manufacturers can tell
nowhere else in the
world. The pictures are
simply amazing and
it’s absolutely not
unthinkable to have a
second [winter] event
on the calendar.”

Ciesla praised the Rally
Sweden organisers for
overcoming the lack of
snow and ice in recent
years, adding: “After
the more challenging
conditions, this year
I’m so pleased to see
how everything has
been prepared – every
stage has been a joy
to watch this year.” AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“The stories fr
the Safari Ral
are legendary

W
ill the Safari Rally be 
back? Who knows? But 
if the stories generated 
in the Rally Sweden 
service park are anything 
to go by, the World Rally 

Championship could do an awful lot worse 
than embrace Kenya once again.

The Safari was more than a rally. It was an 
adventure. The Uhuru Highway out of Nairobi 
pre-dawn was from another world and an 
unbelievable introduction to urban Africa; meeting a 
horse and cart (obviously unlit) in the outside lane 
was shocking enough. The real surprise lay in the fact 
they were coming in the wrong direction.

Then there was the Maasai, the madness and the 
mind-boggling sight of giraffes running alongside the 
car through the Rift Valley. It’s fair to say there was 
(and is) nowhere quite like Africa to go rallying.

Safari didn’t just provide some great stories, it wrote 
its own script. 

Nineteen years ago this week, Colin McRae was in 
Kenya testing for what would become one of his 
most famous wins – his first World Rally 
Championship success with Ford. M-Sport’s 
George Black was with McRae for that test. A test 
that began immediately after the Swedish Rally – 
an event which had ended prematurely after engine 
failure for the Scot.

“The morning after Sweden finished, we flew 
directly from Stockholm to Nairobi,” said Black. “We 
had a lot of testing to get through, but even then it 
wasn’t quite the same – we were down there for a 
couple of weeks, but that was nothing like the months 
on end some of the other teams had put in during the 
1980s and early 1990s. 

“When we got down there, Colin knew exactly 
where he wanted to test. Trouble is, he couldn’t 
remember the name of the place, but he knew exactly 
where the road was and how to get there. The night 
before the test, Colin said: ‘You set off and take the 
trucks in this direction. I’ll go in the helicopter, find the 
place and let you know where to go…’

“When we set off it was still dark, as soon as it 
started to come light, the helicopter came over with 
Colin in and a few minutes later he came on the radio 
with the rendezvous point. We met and started the 
test. Where else in the world could you do that?”

The stories kept on coming. Unfortunately, the 
vast majority of them are unprintable, but the fact 
is, they’re all absolutely memorable. How many 
stories will be recalled with such ease two 
decades down the line from now?

This sport’s never been faster, never been more 
exciting, more exhilarating or action-packed, but 
does it have the same sense of adventure? No. 

It’s simply not possible for three office-hour 
days in Wales to generate the same sense of 
exploration that five days and three nights up 
and down Britain managed. 

Even in its most watered-down, 2002 form, the 
Safari still brought 60-mile sections taking close 
to an hour to complete. Granted, McRae won by 
almost a minute, but the tales to be told from those 
three days remain legendary today. 

It’s expensive, impractical and, let’s be honest, 
unlikely, but, for me, the Safari would be welcome. 

Toyota was favourite, but didn’t shine

CREWS WANT NATIONAL CHANGE

Johan Kristofferssonhopeshis
Rally Swedenentrywillhelphis
World RallycrossChampionship
title defencethisseason.

The Swedetackledhishomeround
in a SkodaFabiaR5andfinished
sixth in WRC2.Headmittedhehad
been inspiredtocompeteonrallies
after watchingPetterSolberginhis
first seasoninWRXin2013.

“When you could see what Petter
could do on the joker lap back in
2013, that made me think about
doing a rally,” he said. “In rallying,
you get into situations that you
can’t plan for, you don’t know what
the grip will be and you come to
some things blind. When you do the
joker lap only once every four laps,
the grip is different and being able
to adapt to this very quickly is
really important and something
competing here in Sweden can help
me with. Maybe it only makes the
difference of something like two-
tenths of a second, but in

Kristoffersson set good times

rallycross, that’s a lot.”
Kristoffersson set himself  the 

target of  a top-three stage time 
ahead of  the event, but achieved that 
and more on SS7, when he went 
quickest of  anybody in the category.

“That was incredible,” he said. 
“I was really happy with that. 
It would be nice to do some more 
rallies, but already this season 
I am competing on 18 weekends, so 
the calendar is already quite full.

“I knew the rally would be tough – 
there’s a reason why we don’t see a 
World Rally champion under the 
age of  30, this sport is so much 
about experience.”

The sight of  Sebastien Ogier 
languishing at the bottom 
end of the top 10 at last 
week’s Rally Sweden was 
enough to resurrect the 
running order debate – with 
a return of  the qualifying 
stage appearing to be one of  
the most popular solutions.

Qualifying was scrapped 
at the end of  2013, but there’s 
growing demand for a 
return to two practice 
shakedown runs before 
and a third qualifying shot 
on a Thursday.

“I always liked the 
qualifying concept,” said 
M-Sport team principal 
Malcolm Wilson. “The cars 

and drivers are all much 
closer than they were and 
after this event I think 
there’s a good case to be 
made for it – we’ve got a 
world champion lying in 
10th place because of  the 
conditions. OK, he made one 
small mistake, dropping a 
bit of  time on Friday, but 
that’s disproportionate to 
his position in the 
classification. Certainly, 
qualifying is something 
worth talking about again.”

Ogier has always enjoyed 
the qualifying concept, 
but said: “You know my 
feelings, but it’s not for 
me to make the rules.”

Ogier plight supports rule change



Al-Attiyah is no
stranger to Toyota

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Hyundai co-driver Anders
Jaeger’s debut as a driver at
Saturday’s Numedalsrally in
Norway comes as a birthday
present from his driver
Andreas Mikkelsen.

Mikkelsen first made the
offer to Jaeger in 2016, but
this week it will finally
happen with the pair
swapping seats for the
Norwegian Championship
round close to Geilo. They will
use Hyundai Motorsport’s test
i20 R5 for the snow rally.

“Andreas is the co-driver, so
he is doing all the work for
this,” Jaeger told MN. “I was
always interested to do a rally

as a driver, but it’s not like
I was constantly nagging at
him. It was a big, big surprise
when he offered me this in
2016 and now I accept, it will
be really nice. Andreas has
some experience of co-driving
before, he did Monza Rally
with Thierry [Neuville]
last year and he did some
[co-driving] earlier in his
career. The question is,
will he laugh at me…”

Ahead of the entry going
in Jaeger tested a Subaru
Impreza with Mikkelsen and
the pair will complete a
shakedown with the Hyundai
later this week.

FrenchdriverPierre-Louis
Loubetwill looktoemulatehis
fatherYvesbywinningasecond
EuropeanRallyChampionship
forhisfamilythisseason.

The21-year-oldwillstarthis
firstERCcampaign29years
afterhisfatherwonthe1989
title.LoubetJrwilldrivea
Hyundaii20R5.

“Ihadagoodchancetodosome
ERC,soItookit,”hesaid.“The
objectiveistobeasclosetothe
topaspossible
towinarallyw
don’tknowth
butIhopetoa
quickly.Grav

myfavouritesurfacebecausemy
firstfeelinginarallycarwason
gravel.Icanonlydomybest.”

Loubet,whosefirstERCouting
willbenextmonth’sAzores
Rally,showedpromisewithhis
maidenWRC2campaignina
FordFiestaR5lastseasonand
twicefinishedinthetopfiveof
thepremierR5category.

LoubetSrstartedninerounds
of the1989ERCandfinishedon
thepodiumonallbutoneof them

ssonwillbe
cesswilldomore
hiscareerthanit
hisfather,who
tmuchof the
stof hiscareer
ntheFrench
Championship.

Jaeger to swap to the Hyundai hot seat
Loubet Jr to follow in father’s wheeltracks

RALLY NEWS

AL-ATTIYAH PREPARES PART-
SEASON IN TOYOTA IN WRC

By David Evans

Toyota Gazoo Racing will have a 
Yaris WRC prepared for Nasser 
Al-Attiyah at Rally Argentina – 
with the Qatari star tipped for 
six rounds of this year’s World 
Rally Championship.

Al-Attiyah is no stranger to Toyota, 
having driven a Toyota Gazoo South 
Africa Hilux at Dakar for the last two 
years – finishing second and winning 
four stages at last month’s event. 

The 47-year-old is, however, keen 
to return to WRC action, not having 
competed at rallying’s highest level 
since he took the 2015 WRC2 title. 

Toyota team principal Tommi 
Makinen told MN his team was 
ready to deliver a car for a second 
South American outing of  the 
season for Al-Attiyah. 

Makinen said: “We continue 
discussing with Nasser. It’s not 
decided yet, but we have prepared 
to be ready for Argentina.”

Makinen was quick to point out that, 
unlike Al-Attiyah’s deals with Citroen 
in 2012 and M-Sport in 2013, he would 
not be running in factory colours.

“He is a private driver,” said Makinen. 
“Itwouldn’tbeafourthofficialcar–we

willstillrunthreecars,butwewould
prepare and run his car. We try to 
organise to have his car next to our 
cars in the service park, this would 
help us with the logistics and the 
support needed.”

Asked about the specifics of  the 
programme, Makinen admitted those 
details were still being finalised. 
He said: “It is five or six rallies we 
are talking about, starting with 
Argentina and then Portugal and 
Sardinia and some more. It would 
be good to have Nasser with us, good 
from the commercial side and good 
for his experience. Is he the fastest 
driver, I don’t know, but for sure he 
knows what he is doing in the sport.” 

Al-Attiyah has started 73 rounds 
of  the world championship, with his 
best result being fourth place as part 
of  the Citroen team at the 2012 
Rally Portugal.

Away from his WRC aspirations, 
Al-Attiyah began the defence of  his 
World Cup for Cross Country Rallies in 
fine style with a dominant victory at 
last weekend’s Baja Russian Northern 
Forest Rally. He won the Karelia-based 
event by six minutes in his Hilux and 
was travelling from Russia when MN 
tried to contact him.

Al-Attiyah (r) plans to return

Fifty years on from his only Swedish Rally podium, 
80-year-old flying Finn Rauno Aaltonen, better known 
as the professor, returned to drive a Cooper S at last 
week’s Rally Sweden Historic 

Rally Sweden star Katsuta Takamoto’s 
shock WRC2 win could fast-track 
him into a Toyota Yaris WRC.

Toyota Gazoo Racing junior driver 
Takamoto scored his maiden WRC2 
win in Torsby last week and that result 
could be enough to convince team 
principal Tommi Makinen to give 
him a test in the team’s Yaris WRC.

In the absence of  a Toyota R5 car, 

TGR’s junior crews use Ford Fiesta 
R5s and Takamoto dominated the 
snow event from start to finish.

Makinen admitted he’d been 
impressed with what he’d seen, telling 
MN: “Absolutely brilliant drive, 
absolutely brilliant. This was the rally 
that built his confidence for himself. We 
have known he is doing well in the test 
and his co-driver [Marko Salminen] has 

been with many fast drivers and he told 
us it’s no question from driving skill, it’s 
only a question of  his trust for himself. 
He did well in Arctic, but to beat the 
local stars like he did here, is incredible 
– and he did this by going flat out.”

Asked what this meant for 
Takamoto’s future, Makinen replied: 
“We need to talk about this, but the 
original plan – we need to follow when 

they go to the next rally. The original 
plan and most natural place would 
be 2019 Rally Japan, if  this is going 
ahead, but you never know – if  we can 
do something else, something sooner, 
then let’s see.”

Takamoto, who had started six snow 
rallies before last week, was delighted 
with the result: “I didn’t expect this 
when I came here. Skoda factory drivers 

are very fast and I have to go all the 
time pushing hard to win – even in the 
last stage, I knew Pontus [Tidemand] 
is so fast driver, I have to go to the 
maximum. This is incredible result.”

As well as some asphalt rallies 
in Italy, Takamoto will contest the 
remainder of  the European WRC 
rounds, with the exception of  
Rally Germany.

Takamoto’s surprise triumph in WRC2 could pave the way for him to land a drive with Toyota’s top team in a Yaris WRC 
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Qatari driver plans outings in a Yaris



Petch won 2017
Riponian Rally
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RIPONIANBOSSESAIMFORCLOSEDROADS
ON ITS 50THANNIVERSARYRETURN

TheRiponianRallywillreturn
in2019forits50thanniversary
andbossesarechasingaclosed-
roadpermittolinksomeof its
gravelstagestogether.

Theeventcouldn’trunin2018,
whentheorganisingteamfound
outlateonintheplanningphase
thattheHelmsleyForest–used
for20yearsontheevent–was
unavailableforrallying.Bosses
wereunabletocomeupwithan
alternativewithsolittletime.

AlawpassedinApril2017bythe
BritishGovernmentmeansevents
nowonlyneedthepermissionof
thegoverningbodyof motorsport
intheUK,theMotorSports
Association,andtheevent’slocal
authority,togainaclosed-road
permit.Previouslyitwasnecessary
topassanActof Parliamentwhich
wascostlyandtimeconsuming.

Eventchiefsnowplanto
celebratethelandmarkoccasion
bybecomingoneof thefirstevents
tolinkforestroadstogether.

“Withitbeingthe50th
anniversaryof thefirstrunning
of theeventnextyearthere’sa
bigpushtomakeitwork,”said
Riponianclerkof thecourse
AlanHill.

“It isextramotivation.Iwas
involvedinthefirstoneand
Ididn’twantthelastonetobe
thelasteither.

“I’mlookingtocloseasmall
sectionof roadtojointwosmall

forests,togiveusonelongerstage
ratherthantwolittleones. Thenwe
couldgototheCroptonareatoget
themileagetheretoo.”

Thebiggestissuetotackleforthe
RiponMotorCluborganisingthe
eventislocatingasuitablehub
foraservice.

“We’retryingtomakeitsowecan
gobacktoThirskbecausethat
worksverywellforuswiththe
serviceareaandeverythingand
usethestagesthatwe’vealways
runthere,”addedHill.

Joiningforeststagestogetherto
makealongertesthasanumber
of benefitsforeventorganisers.

Themainbenefitof beingableto
makeonelargerstageratherthan
twosmalleronesisthatonlyoneset
of startandstagemarshalsis
needed,aswellasitbeinglessof a
strainonsafetycrews.

Also,therearemultiplestages
inYorkshireforestsspecifically
thathavebeenclassedaspublic
roadsforanumberof years, in
somecasesroadsthathavebeen
ralliedonpreviouslybutthen
brokenupbecausepartsof
stageshavebeenreclassified
asapublicroad.

Thatmeansthattheyneeda
road-closingorder,evenif they
arequietroadsinthemiddle
of aforest.

TheRiponianlastranin2017
andwaswonbyFordFiesta
driverStephenPetch.

Edwards pace proves
BTRDA challenge is on

James Williams runs his last minute Adam R2 on Cambrian
Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British
Rally Championship
frontrunner James
Williams secured a late
deal to drive a Vauxhall
Adam R2 on last
weekend’s Cambrian
Rally ahead of a proposed
return to the JBRC.

Williams finished as the
highest R2 on the event in

19th spot, setting
competitive times against
last year’s JBRC runner-
up, William Creighton.

“The car only turned up
on the Saturday morning
at 0700hrs.We chucked
all the stuff in it and
went,” said Williams.

“We had a puncture on
the first and two slows on
the second and third, then

I started getting more
confident in the car.”

The Welshman is
planning a return to the
JBRC this year: “My plan
is to do the BRC, we’re
just waiting to tie a few
things up and hopefully
we’ll be able to announce
our plans soon.”

His best finish in JBRC
last year was third.

Pryce: no full UK championship in 2018
Henry gets Fiesta for early
part of Irish Tarmac bid
Desi Henry will campaign a Ford Fiesta R5
for the first two rounds of the Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship ahead of a potential
switch to the car permanently in late 2018.

Henry has previously campaigned a
Skoda Fabia S2000 and latterly an R5
variant, and is waiting to see if proposed
updates for the Fabia arrive later in
the year. For now he will use the latest
Evo 2 version of the Fiesta R5.

“If I find that the Fiesta’s to my liking
and I gel with it then there’s nothing
to say I wouldn’t stick with it [for the
season],” said Henry. “We are a private
team and we have no ties with anyone.

“Obviously, the end goal is to go out
and try and win the [Irish Tarmac] title.
That’s something I believe we can do.”

Henry will contest the Mayo Stages in
the car to get up to speed before the West
Cork Rally on March 17/18. Sam Moffett,
reigning champion, and brother, Josh,
plus Alastair Fisher and Stephen Wright
have confirmed intent to contest the
Irish Tarmac Championship.

Matt Edwards is confident
of fighting for BTRDA wins
in his R5-spec Ford Fiesta,
after a strong showing
against World Rally Cars
on the Cambrian Rally.

Edwards went 16 seconds
quicker than anybody else
on the first stage of the rally,
measured at 7.03 miles.

But on the second test he hit
a protruding log, which forced
him to retire. He used Rally2
to return for stage four, and
of the five stages he completed,
he was 58s fastest over the
32.16 miles.

“It looks good,” said Edwards
of his winning chances in the
BTRDA. “There’s quite a lot
of things we want to work on,
especially with switching to
the Pirellis [from Hankooks].”

Edwards is using the BTRDA
as seat-time for the British
Rally Championship.

“The purpose of it is to get
quicker overall, not just to
win BTRDA rallies,” he added.
“Do you drive to win a rally
or drive to improve? That’s
the dilemma.”

M-Sport – who will run
Edwards in the BRC this year –
is expected to announce its
return to the BRC for the
Team’s Championship,
with Alex Laffey also set to
confirm, this week.

Osian Pryce is unlikely to
return to the BTRDA or
BRC full-time in 2018, after
making a one-off outing in
the former last weekend.

A cold car due to a delay
meant Pryce started SS1
on the back foot and he
had a spin on the Cambrian
opener, although he
recovered to fourth overall
and took maximum Welsh
Rally Championship points.

However, Pryce is still
targeting WRC2, and is
still committed to a
bigger programme.

“I don’t think I’ll be back
in the BRC, I’ll probably
just pick and choose events
until we get something
bigger sorted,” said Pryce.
“BRC is a bit quiet. I feel I
need to push myself a bit if

I’m going to go forwards.
You look at the guys in
WRC2 now and we’ve been
on their pace, most of them.
Some of them were quicker
than us but that would be a
good benchmark: to have
someone to chase.”

Pryce was a BRC
contender in 2017 until
mechanical issues with
his Ford Fiesta ruled him
out of the Ulster Rally,
ending his campaign.
The Mitsubishi Mirage
campaigned by Pryce
last year could be seen
in the Irish Tarmac Rally
Championship in 2018.

Both Jamie Jukes and
Phillip Hopkins are looking
to use the cars – which
have yet to be given blessing
by Mitsubishi and are

Pryce’s spin on SS1 cost him time,but he recovered

Williams finished 19th despite lack of preparation in the Vauxhall

therefore not homologated 
R5 cars – in the series  
this year.

The team responsible  
for importing and selling 
the cars in the UK, Spencer 
Sport, is run by Charlie 

Jukes. He said: “There’s 
quite a lot of  interest  
in hiring. Jamie and Phillip 
are looking at doing the 
Tarmac series. There’s just 
questions as to whether 
they can fit it in with work.”
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SLOAN RETURNS TO RALLYING WITH
CROWD-FUNDED CORSA FOR BTRDA

ByJackBenyon

Ayearandeightmonthsafterhiscar
burnedout ina fireon theDMACK
CarlisleStages,ScottSloanhas
returned to rallying thanks to the
helpofacrowdfundingcampaign.

Sloanvisitedaditchonthe2016event,when
hisexhaustdislodged,andattheendof the
stagethecarcaughtfireandburnedout.

Crowdfundingraisedjustover£1000and
MalcolmProudlockof theMabieHouseHotel
purchasedthenewVauxhallCorsabodyshell.

Engineproblemshamperedhisreturnonthe
SnowmanRallyonFebruary10,buthemade
theeventandfinishedthirdinclass.Last
weekendSloanstartedtheCambrianRally
butretiredduetoanumberof furtherissues.

“I’mstill justhappytobeback,”saidSloan.
“We’vehadalotof teethingissues, thingsyou
onlyreallyfindwhenyou’reonarally. It’sbeen
waymoredifficult thanIthought.Everyjob
that’smeanttotakeafewdayshastakenweeks.”

SloanhadupgradedhisCorsaforthe2016
seasonfrom1400Cto1400SfortheBTRDASeries.

Therebuiltcarisalsoin1400S-specandSloan
hasbigplansfortheyear.

“I’veenteredtheBTRDAandtheScottish
Championshipthisyear,”hesaid.“I’mgoing
totryanddoasmanyeventsasIcan.It’sa
massivepushtogetsharpagainandimprove
onmydriving.

“Ineedtosaythankstomysponsorsand
everyonewhohashelpedputthecarback
together. I justwanttogooutthereand
makeeveryonewhohashelpedmeproud.”

Michelin backing
secures MN prizes

Pirelli International slims down to a single-day event
The Pirelli International Rally
will be run over one day in 2018.

To accommodate the change, the
service venue has been moved away
from Carlisle and into the Kielder
complex where stages take place.

This year’s rally, on April 28, will
allow for Historic and front-wheel-
drive entries to compete first thanks
to the Rally2 format, meaning those
entries finish at lunchtime.

They can then rejoin for the
afternoon stages as part of a

separate event if they choose.
The rally will begin at the

Pirelli factory in Carlisle as usual,
and visits the market town of
Brampton, which returned to
the event’s itinerary after a
lengthy gap, last year.

Last year’s event was won by
BRC driver Fredrik Ahlin driving
for local squad CA1 Sport.

The event is a round of the
British Rally Championship, British
Historic and FIA Celtic Trophy.

Engine woe hits 
Stone – again

Easter Stages to offer highly challenging route
The organisers of the Easter 
Stages have revealed details 
about the event’s route. 

Taking place over the 
weekend of April 6/7, it 
features 12 closed-road  
special stages over 95 miles.

Crews from the Irish Tarmac 
Rally Championship will  
tackle both legs of the Ulster 
Automobile Club meeting, 
which is based entirely in 
County Antrim.

On the second day of the rally, 
a National B-type event will 
follow the main field with  
these tests dotted around the 
Ballymena countryside.

Clerk of the course Nigel 
Hughes said: “We are looking 
for a large entry and lots of 
spectators to help make this 
rally a roaring success.

“The first six special stages 
are located close to the rally 
headquarters in Templepatrick 
and are due to start around 
lunchtime on Friday.

“These classic stages are  
on fast and flowing Tarmac 
roads. They will present a  
real challenge for all the 
competitors and provide superb 
opportunities for spectators  
to enjoy closed-road rallying. 
Then just before dusk the rally 
is set to return to Ballyclare  
for the overnight halt.

“Additional crews will join 
those who participated on 
Friday to contest a further  
six classic stages around 
Broughshane before finishing 
in Ballymena around 1600hrs.”

The event runs in place of the 
Circuit of Ireland.

Therenewedbackingof
Michelinwillensurethe
MotorsportNewsCircuit
RallyChampionship
continuestoawarda
strongprizepackageto
competitorsin2018.

TheFrenchtyresupplier
hassupportedthe
championshipsinceits
introduction,andseries
bosseshaveconfirmedthat
thecompanywillremain
on board as its main backer 
for a fourth season.

Series co-ordinator Darren 
Spann confirmed: “The series 
is going very well; even better 
now that we have just shaken 
on a new deal with Michelin, 
which we’re delighted  
about. The loyalty in this 
championship is definitely  
a strong point.”

The MN Championship 
runs the class-based Michelin 
Cup, which is free to enter and 
awards 12 tyres  to the Cup 
winner, eight to second and 
four to third. That is among 
other prizes for competitors. 
The winner also receives a 
free entry to a round for the 
following year. 

One registered MN series 
driver – drawn out of   a hat – 
also receives a set of  free  
tyres from Michelin at each 
round of the championship.

John Stone’s MN Circuit 
Rally Championship bid 
appears to be over after 
engine failure at  
Snetterton last weekend. 

Stone had held second  
in the points behind Chris 
West and his Peugeot 306 
Maxi Kit Car, but the  
2.5-litre Millington-engined, 
Ford Fiesta S2000 chassis  
car let go. Stone doesn’t  
have a spare.

“I’d love to do more of   
the events it’s just a case  
of  timescale,” said Stone. 
“There’s two events in close 
succession. We might have  
a chance of  getting back  
for the Cadwell Park round  
[on April 8].”

The second event Stone 

refers to, which is the Lee 
Holland Memorial Rally at 
Anglesey on March 18, is 
sponsored by his Legend 
Fires concern. Even so he  
is unlikely to have the car 
ready in time. Stone believes 
his car isn’t capable of  
challenging for honours 
because of  excess weight.

“I was speaking to Chris 

West at the weekend and  
he has around the same 
amount of  power, but he’s 
400kgs lighter than us,”  
said Stone. “It’s difficult.  
I prefer pacenote events,  
but I have really enjoyed  
the championship. I’ve 
enjoyed it and we’ve had 
great battles but to win the 
title you need a light car.”

Stone has enjoyed circuit rallying, wants suitable car

Sloan’s old Corsa burned out 
on the DMACK Carlisle Stages

A Brampton centre finish remains in place for the Pirelli International  Rally
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Scott Sloan has a rebuilt Vauxhall for the Scottish and  UK series 
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BTRDA CAMBRIAN RALLY

Lepley wins first R2 event
It wasn’t a good start for George Lepley/Tom 
Woodburn when their Ford Fiesta suffered a 
punctured tyre on the first stage. They then 
settled into their stride and the next few tests 
went well only for the pair to suffer more 
tyre woes, when a large bulge resulted 
after hitting a rock, which affected their 
car’s handling. 

They were forced to do two stages before 
the tyre could be changed, but a good run on 
the final stage ensured victory on the first 
ever BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup, in a creditable 
25th position overall.

Bob Vardy/Keaton Williams were happy 
with the early stages, holding second behind 
Lepley, but their Fiesta struggled for grip on 
SS3. At service, they decided not to change 
tyres and adopt a steady approach to the 
afternoon. That paid off  as they just held 
on to the runners-up spot. 

Catching cars on SS1 and SS5, and spinning 
their Peugeot 208 on SS2, proved costly 
for third-placed Jack Leese/Sam Spencer 
who finished just three seconds behind 
Vardy and were pleased with their day.

Not so happy were Charlie Barlow/Emma 
Morrison. Their Fiesta suffered throttle 
problems and cut out on the first stage. They 
got the car started, but four minutes had been 
lost, though times on the later stages were 
promising as they moved up to fourth.

T
he late decision to
contest the opening
round of the 2018
BTRDA series
proved to be a 
good one for Ollie 
Mellors/Max 

Freeman. The new pairing took 
the Proton Iriz R5 to a hard fought 
win on the Cambrian Rally.

They had a day-long battle with Paul 
Bird/Jack Morton in their Ford Focus 
WRC – who started off  their BTRDA 
return with maximum BTRDA points – 
and rounding off  the podium were 
last year’s Gold Star champions 
Stephen Petch and Michael Wilkinson 
in their Ford Fiesta RS WRC. 

On the first stage in Penmachno 
South, BRC regulars Matt Edwards/
Darren Garrod blitzed the rest of  the 
field, almost two seconds a mile quicker 
than the rest and 16s in total over seven 
miles. Edwards adopted a “less lairy” 
approach to SS2, only to clip a log on 
the inside of  a right-hand bend taking 
a wheel off  in the process. 

He returned later in the day, and was 
fastest on every stage he completed but 
was out of  the running for a good result. 

Arriving at service after three stages, 
it was Mellors/Freeman who held an 

eightsecondadvantageatthe head 
of thefield.Freemanhadoriginally 
beenscheduledtocompete with leading 
Group N runner Andy Davies, who 
was forced to cancel his entry following 
an arm injury. 

As a result, Freeman teamed up with 
Mellors and the pair soon formed a 
good partnership with the Proton 
working well on the narrow slippery 
sections, moving into the lead following 
Edwards’ stage two incident, and then 
setting fastest time on the 4.5-mile 
Crafnant test.

“Not too bad, though it’s hard work 
on the tight slippery bits,” was Bird’s 
view of the first three stages. “We 
changed tyres after stage two as we 
were on the wrong type, but I’ve not 
made many mistakes yet,” he added.

 A fastest time through Surf  
Snowdonia 1 backed this up.

Getting off  to a good start were Hugh 
Hunter/Rob Fagg, the pair Edwards’ 
nearest competitors on SS1, their Fiesta 
RS WRC working to the driver’s liking.

“The car is spot on,” said Hunter at 
service. “We’re only going to change 
the tyres.”

Running their Fiesta RS WRC for the 
first time, regular BTRDA frontrunners 
Luke Francis/John H Roberts found 

their new car very different to their 
previous Mitsubishi, and the pair lost 
time on the opening test when they 
couldn’t demist the car’s windscreen, 
which hampered visibility. 

Their road position wasn’t helping 
them, as they were running second, 
and they planned to change tyres and 
stiffen the suspension. Nonetheless, 
they held fourth place at service.

Second fastest time on SS4 showed 
that Francis/Roberts were getting 
to grips with their new car, but 
unfortunately they tore a wheel off  
on the following stage, ending their 
day in the process.

“Could be better,” was Osian Pryce’s 
view of the morning stages, as he tried 
to get used to the mixed conditions. 
The BRC frontrunner was another 
driver making a last-minute 
appearance. “It feels good, but it needs 
to be more progressive for the mud,” 
was his view of things. Suspension 
and differential settings were being 
considered for the afternoon.

Reigning BTRDA champion Petch 
was having a “pretty average” time of  
things as he and Wilkinson held sixth 
position, their Fiesta RS WRC suffering 
a “horrendous misfire” on stage one, 
which cost about 20 seconds. “We’ve 

changed the anti-lag system to a 
lesser setting which seems to have 
done something, we’ll keep plugging 
on,” he said.

Julian Reynolds returned after a 
year-and-a-half  lay-off  with Patrick 
Walsh in his new Ford. “It’s a really 
good car, but I’m not driving [to its full 
potential] yet,” admitted Reynolds as 
he checked the car over. A half-spin 
was the only issue and a change to 
tyres better suited to mud were 
planned for the afternoon.

Some suspension changes were 
being planned by 2016 Gold Star 
champion Charlie Payne, as he found 
the rear of  his Fiesta WRC to be too 
hard and lacking in grip. Otherwise 
his car was handling well as he and 
new co-driver Ian Windress got used 
to each other, the pair having slowed 
to pass the stricken Edwards after 
his stage two incident.

After dropping three seconds to Bird 
on Alwen, probably the most popular 
stage of  the day, Mellors regained the 
lost time on the following run through 
Penmachno South, before losing 
more time to the Focus driver on the 
penultimate stage in Penmachno 
North, reducing his lead to just four 
seconds going into the final stage. 

MELLORSWINSASBIRD
TAKESTOPBTRDAPOINTS

The new Iriz R5 is
destined for WRC

Bird finished second
overall to start title attack

Edwards topped 
stages he finished 

Reigning champ Petch stutters as Bird steals a march. By Simon Gronow
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Pryce takes maximum
Welsh series points
While he might not have finished
on the podium overall, Osian Pryce
had the satisfaction of taking
maximum points in the MSA
Welsh Forest Rally Championship,
while the event-winning co-driver
Max Freeman headed the
co-drivers section.

Fiesta drivers Julian Reynolds
and Hugh Hunter finished
in second and third places.

After a steady start as they got
used to each other, the first time
pairing of Simon de Banke/
Michael Gilbey found their
confidence growing as the event
progressed. Changing tyres at
service worked well for the pair,
who particularly enjoyed the
Alwen stage and they were
rewarded as fifth contenders
home in their Ford Fiesta R5,
behind Dylan Davies/Llion
Williams’ Subaru Impreza.

Sixth placed Keith Parry/Eryl
Evans had a dreadful start to the
day when a driveshaft popped out
in their Subaru Impreza on the
first test. They completed the stage

The number of 1400cc
entrants might be dwindling,
but there is still one driver
proving that a low capacity
engine car can be competitive
in the right hands:Chris
Powell.With Jim Lewis
alongside in hisTalbot
Sunbeam, the pair survived a
few moments on SS1 but from
then on had a problem-free
day, as they took their highest
BTRDA finish to date, an
excellent 17th overall.Their
nearest class challenger was
almost four minutes behind.

STAR OFTHE RALLYRESULTS
BTRDA Rally Series, round 1/8, Cambrian Rally, Llandudno
POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Ollie Mellors/Max Freeman Proton Iriz R5 46m 47s
2 Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRC07 +6s
3 Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson Ford Fiesta RS WRC +30s
4 Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss Mitsubishi Mirage +34s
5 Julian Reynolds/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 +52s
6 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford Fiesta RS WRC +59s
7 Charles Payne/Ian Windress Ford Fiesta RS WRC +1m33s
8 Dylan Davies/Llion Williams Subaru Impreza +2m07s
9 Ian Joel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth +2m34s
10 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m41s

11 Pat Naylor/ Ian Lawrence (Lancer E9); 12 Simon de Banke/Michael Gilbey (Fiesta R5); 13 Keith Parry/Eryl Evans (Impreza);
14 Paul Davy/Roger Allan (Impreza); 15 John Rowlands/Glenn Latham (Ford Escort Mk2); 16 Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear
(Lancer E9); 17 Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam); 18 Ieaun Rowlands/Emyr Hall (Hillman Avenger BRM); 19 James
Williams/Ross Whittock (Vauxhall Adam R2); 20 Harry Gardner/Elliott Graham (Impreza STi).
Gold Star points: 1 Bird 30; 2 Petch 28; 3 Pryce 27, 4 Reynolds 26; 5 Hugh Hunter 25; 6= Davies 24; 6= Payne 24.

Rowlands survives a massive moment to win
JohnRowlands/GlennLatham
hadaperfectstart totheyear
astheytooktheB11classand
SilverStarhonoursintheir
FordEscortMk2.

However, thedayhadn’tstarted
wellasthepairhadabigmoment
ontheopeningtestandwere
luckynottoroll intheprocess.

Theyemergedfromthe
stagewithapunctureandthe
suspensionneededcheckingat
service.Thankfully, theafternoon
runwaslessdramaticandthe
pairfinishedthedayasthe
leadingtwo-wheel-drivecrew.

Followingaproblem-freerun,
ChrisPowell/JimLewisputina
giant-killingruntowinthe1400cc
class intheirTalbotSunbeam,

finishingthedayjust24seconds
behindRowlands.

AfterrunningEscorts forsome
yearsnow,IeuanRowlands/Emyr
Hallmadetheirdebutoutingin
theirnewlybuiltBRM-engined
HillmanAvenger.Theyfound
theearlygoingveryslippery,
butadaptedwell totheirnewcar
andheldtheSilverStarlead
despitehittingarockonSS3.
Unfortunately,apunctureon
Alwendroppedthemtothird
place, thoughtheydidlearna
lotaboutthecarduringtheday
andtooktheHistoriccategory
intheprocess.

AndyDavison/TomMurphyhad
madeagoodstart intheirTalbot
Sunbeam,lyingonly20seconds

behind ohn owlandsatservice.
Theyfoundthestagestrickyin
theafternoonandhadproblems
withthesteeringcolumnbefore
thefinalstage,whichrequired
strappingup.

Despitebeingslowedasaresult,
theyjustheldontosecondin
classandfourthSilverStarby
onesecondasRobDennis/Andy
Boswellalmostcaughtthemin
theirEscortMk2.

ThelongtripfromOmaghproved
worthwhileforOwenMcMackin
asheandWelshco-driverLee
TaylortooktheclassB12
honoursintheirEscortMk2.

ReigningSwiftShiningStars
championZakHugheswonon
hisFiestaSTTrophydebut.

John Rowlands survived to take Silver Star win ZakHughesdebutedintheSTTrophyandtookvictory

GoldStar:PaulBird/JackMorton (FordFocusWRC07)
SilverStar: JohnRowlands/GlennLatham(FordEscortMk2)
ProductionCup: RussThompson/AndyMurphy
(Mitsubishi LancerE9)
HistoricCup: IeuanRowlands/EmyrHall (HillmanAvenger
BRM),ErnieGraham/RobinKellard (EscortRS1600)
RallyFirst:SamandLiamJohnson (SEATArosa)
Juniors: Johnson/Johnson
Seniors: Ian Joel/GraemeWood(EscortCosworth)
FiestaSTTrophy: ZakHughes/TomWood
RallyeR2Cup :GeorgeLepley/TomWoodburn (FiestaR2)
1400overall: ChrisPowell/JimLewis (TalbotSunbeam)
B14: Bird/Morton
B13:DylanDavies/LlionWilliams (Subaru Impreza)
B12:OwenMcMackin/LeeTaylor (EscortMk2)
B11: Rowlands/Latham
B10: Lepley/Woodburn
NR4: Thompson/Murphy
N3: Hughes/Wood
H4: TomCoughtrie (MitsubishiGalantVR4)
H3: Rowlands/Hall
H1/2: Graham/Kellard
1400C:PerryGardener/TobyBrick (VauxhallNova)
1400S: Powell/Lewis
RF2.0: MatthewBaddeley/SeanHughes (VWLupo)
RF1.4: Johnson/Johnson

STAGEWINNERS CLASSWINNERS
SS1Penmachno
South1(7.03
miles)Edwards/Garrod
6m57s

SS2Surf
Snowdonia1
(5.09miles)Bird/
Morton7m07s

SS3Crafnant
(4.60miles)Mellors/
Freeman5m38s

SS4Alwen(6.82
miles)Edwards/
Garrod6m19s

SS5Penmachno
South2(7.03
miles)Edwards/
Garrod6m54s

SS6Penmachno
North(7.18
miles)Edwards/
Garrod7m32s

SS7Surf
Snowdonia2
(4.10miles)
Edwards/Garrod5m22s

Debut class win in H3 for Rowlands in Avenger BRM

PerryGardner

Itwasasurprisecall-upforOsianPrycewhichheusedtowintheWelsh

SILVER STAR

There were no dramas for Mellors as he 
beat his rival on the test to secure a six 
second win on a day of  firsts – Mellors and 
the Proton’s first BTRDA win, while for 
Freeman it was his first ever stage rally 
victory after winning regularly in the 
road rallying discipline.  “It’s been a 
textbook day,” said a delighted Mellors. 
“It was all very last minute, the car has 
been absolutely fantastic and Max has 
done a great job on the notes.”

As he waited to book into the final 
control, Bird thought about his day.

“I’m happy enough with that, we 
gambled on tyres but it didn’t pay off,” 
he said.

 With Mellors not registered for the 
championship, Bird had got his BTRDA 
campaign off  to the best possible start 
with maximum points.

Following Francis’ retirement, Petch 
moved up to third position. “It’s been one 
of  those days. We lost so much time this 
morning, we’ve been trying to catch up – 
we’ve been close but not close enough,”
he said, the intermittent misfire costing 
him time on SS6.

It was a happier Pryce who returned 
to Llandudno in fourth place, the Mirage 
driver having set second fastest time 
on the final stage – with “it all coming 
together at the end – too late unfortunately,” 

he recounted as the morning’s problems 
had been resolved, though he had lost 
time to the WRC cars through Alwen.

Going into Penmachno South 2, 
Hunter was ahead of  Pryce, but was 
lucky to carry on after suffering two 
punctures in the stage, and this scare 
disrupted his rhythm over the final tests. 

As a result he dropped to sixth position 
behind Reynolds who was starting to get 
the hang of  his Fiesta. “No adjustments 
needed on the car, just to the driver,” he 
laughed as he rounded his day off  with 
third fastest time on the final stage.

Payne felt seventh place wasn’t “too 
bad I suppose”. A couple of  moments 
and a half  spin were his only problems, 
as eighth placed Dylan Davies/Llion 
Williams had a steady run in their 
Subaru Impreza, finishing ahead of  
Ian Joel/Graeme Wood’s rare Ford 
Escort Cosworth.

After leading Group N all day, Russ 
Thompson/Andy Murphy had a scare 
when they went off  in their Mitsubishi 
Lancer and got stuck briefly on some logs. 
Thankfully, they got back on the road 
with a reduced lead to win the category 
ahead of  reigning champions Pat Naylor/
Ian Lawrence who had suffered all day 
with front suspension problems in their 
similar car.

in two-wheel drive before repairs 
could be completed – an experience 
Parry isn’t keen to repeat.

 Paul Davy/Roger Allan were 
first of the Group N contenders in 

seventh, the pair running on the 
same tyres all day, with class B11 
winners John Rowlands/Glenn 
Latham leading two-wheel-drive 
runners in their Ford Escort.
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A rising star from the rising sun
Those closest to the established
WRC2 order smiled. Friday had
been an interesting day, but if
normal service wasn’t resumed,
the watching world was invited
to return for an explanation on
Sunday afternoon.

In the end, nobody bothered.
Instead, they sought out Japan’s
all-new World Rally Championship
hero Takamoto Katsuta for
another word.

The Toyota Gazoo Racing junior
driver had led WRC2 for all but one
of the Rally Sweden stages in a
result which shocked and rocked
the world championship.

Third in WRC2 in Sardinia last
season was as close as the 24-year-
old had come previously, but
that Italian result went largely
unnoticed. The same can’t be said
for last week, when he shaded
Sweden’s defending WRC2
champion Pontus Tidemand
and rising Norwegian star Ole
Christian Veiby, on a rally which
visits, er, Sweden and Norway.

There were those who were
quick to point to an extra
half-a-millimetre of stud length on

the Pirellis beneath the Japanese
Ford Fiesta R5, but reaching for
such an argument demeaned the
speed and sure-footed nature of
Katsuta’s biggest win ever.

Throughout the event, no matter
how his lead grew, he deferred in
everything to Tidemand.

“He is,” Katsuta said, “Pontus
Tidemand… he is dangerous guy,
he is fast guy. I have to push, push
to the maximum to stay ahead.”

Every time Taka uttered those
words, you feared what might
follow. In the end, there wasn’t a
mark on his motor. He deserved
his win.

And Tidemand wasn’t hiding
behind anything, admitting with
equal regularity that he was doing
his bit, pushing his Skoda as hard
as he could. He was second, by just
4.5s with fellow factory driver
Veiby half a minute down.

There was similar joy at a maiden
category win for Denis Radstrom,
who collected the JWRC and WRC3
honours in his Ford Fiesta R2T.

The Juniors were running
Sweden as the first round this year
and, like WRC2, the result was

I
t was 1981 again. Standing at
the side of a frozen runway in
northern Sweden, the peace
was shattered by the urgent,
crisp bark of RS1800. The
co-driver jumped out and

shouted: “Ten minutes, boys.”
Fuel, tyres, twosipsof teaandPetterand

PernillaSolbergwerebackaboard the family
FordEscortandoutof there.Still leading,
still smiling.With last year’sRallySweden
HistoricwinnerMatsJonssonback inhis
GroupAMazda323andagoodfewother
well-wheeledAudiquattroson theentry list,
theSolbergswereexpected tobeblown
away.Theyweren’t.

InabeautifulEscort,periodprepared to the
finalnutandboltbyPetter’s formerco-driver
PhilMillsandhisVikingMotorsportconcern,
theSolbergswerewell and trulyonsong.
Fasteston threeofFriday’s fourstages, they
justmissed thewinafterslippingoff the
roadon theski slopesectionof theHagfors
stageonSaturday.

“Itdoesn’tmatter,” saidSolberg. “Itwas
Pernilla’sbirthdayyesterday, itwas important
thatwecameoutandenjoyedourselves
andwedid that.”

Theyweren’t theonlyones toenjoy
themselves.Standingamongthe thousands
in theTorsbystage, theappreciation for the
2003worldchampionwasastonishing–
not leastbecauseof the incredibleangle the
Escortcame intoviewat.Previous four-
wheel-drivecarshadseen justonecorner
here;braking, turning,accelerating.Tostand
anysortofchance,Petterhad tomakea few
morecorners.He threwthecaroneway, then
theother,hewason the throttleharderand
earlier thananybodyelse.Commitment, self-
beliefandnaturalabilitycarried37-year-old
technology fromapex toexitquicker than
anythingelse.

Nowonder thecrowdwentmad.
Not farbehind, theclockwaswoundfurther

back. Itwas1967.
WelcomebackRaunoAaltonen.Half a

centuryafterhis laststarton theSwedish,
the80-year-oldwasback foranothershot.
Eighty…80!And, inmanyways, the former
1000Lakes,MonteandRACwinnerwas in
for the toughestandroughest ride in the
narrowestcar in the field.

Typically foramanwho’dbeenrightat the
topofhisgame,eachquestionwasgiven the
sameconsiderationyou’dhaveexpected
whenhewas fightingErikCarlssonand
TimoMakinen through the1960s.

Talkingabout theconditions, thesame
frustrationswereevidentas forworld
championSebastienOgier–even if they
wereexpressedwithslightly lessvigour from
thesuperstaroctogenarian.

“All thestagesweremoredifficult than
expected,”he toldMN. “The icewas firm,but
itwasn’t firmenoughandwehadruts.When
thecarwas jumpingoutof the ruts, therewas
notraction fromthesnowontheoutside–a
coupleof timeswegot thependulumeffect
andwewereapproaching thesnowbanks!

“I’ve reallyenjoyed thiseventand I’ll certainly
beback if there’sanotherchance.”

Theman ispureclass.

Meeke was hit
by turbo problems

Continuedfrompage23
Bythefinish,Breen,typically
strugglingtokeephisemotions
incheck,wasdelighted.

“InFinlandacoupleof yearsago
wewerethird,”hesaid.“Butwewere
abitof awayaway,thistimewe’re
hereinsecond,butwe’vebeenat
themforthewholeevent.Wereally
turnedacornerthistime.”

Unfortunately,thatcornerhas
ledthemintoatwo-monthholding
patternasCraigandScottstep
downforSebastienLoebtodrive
theircarinMexicoandCorsica(see
RallyNews).

AndToyota?
Lastyear,Toyotasilencedtheservice
parkwithanincrediblemaidenRally
SwedenwinfortheYarisWRC.Last
month,TommiMakinenwarned
Ogierandthebestof therestabout
whattheycouldexpectwhenthey
steppedintohisbackyardonround
two.Fourth,seventhandninth
probablywasn’twhatMakinen
hadinmindfromlastweek.

WithOttTanakandJari-Matti
Latvalarunningsecondandthird
ontheroad,therunningorderdid
forthemonFriday,butthespeed
fromtheEstonianandToyota’s
secondFinnLappiinmoreconsistent
conditionswasextraordinary–and
ademonstrationthatthePuuppola
powerhouseremains.

Tanakledafterthefirsttwostages
beforeslippingdowntheorderand
intoaHagforssnowbankafter
whackingMeekewhiletryingtopass
theailingCitroen.Atthatpoint,he
knewthiswasn’tgoingtobehisrally.

Despitethat,hisstockcontinuesto
risewithintheteam–asdoesthatof

Lappi impressed with his pace

SUPPORTS

Lappi, for whom second became 
seventh when he got sucked into 
a Svullrya snowbank. Such 
misdemeanours are tolerated on 
your first visit to the event in a 
World Rally Car (and only your 
second ever Swedish…). Further 
tolerance comes when you leapfrog 
from sixth to fourth in a sublime 
final day charge that ended with 
maximum powerstage points.

The bigger question for the team 
is how Latvala deals with the speed 
his team-mates are finding. To 
begin with it was quite endearing as 
Latvala pondered whether Tanak 
had come from another planet after 
seeing his times. J-ML dropped time 

with a transmission problem on 
Saturday afternoon, but he needs 
to look forwards – he’s not going to 
find the answer to this question with 
his head in his hands. 

Talking of  heads in hands, there 
would have been good cause for 
some of  that at M-Sport. 

For the first time in 13 rallies, 
there wasn’t a Ford Fiesta WRC 
on the podium. Ogier’s misery is 
documented earlier and – just 
like on round one – an early 
puncture spyked Elfyn Evans’ 
guns. Teemu Suninen showed 
some promise when the going was 
good for him on Friday, but his 
lack of  experience of  both car and 

conditions told as the rally went on.
Hyundai went from bottom to top 

in the manufacturer standings last 
weekend, with M-Sport doing the 
exact opposite. There’s no doubt 
this was a conditions thing and 
nothing fires the Cumbrians up 
like losing.

Ogier left Sweden’s WRC 
winter wonderland in a dark mood 
on Sunday. As well he might, 10 
points down on Neuville. 

The Belgian walked on water 
last weekend. If  he emerges from 
running first on the road in Mexico 
in a similar position, he’ll look like 
a man capable of  doing the same 
when it’s not frozen…

close – with Emil Bergqvist just 
seven seconds away in the 
runner-up spot, but it was 
Radstrom who bossed the class 
pretty much all the way.

“This is the best day of  my life,” 
he grinned, emerging from the car 
at the finish. “The last stage was 
close, but I just tried to forget 
everything and drive.”

Irishman Callum Devine picked 
up valuable points in sixth, despite 
never having set foot competitively 
on snow before shakedown. “I’ve 
certainly learned a lot here,” he 
said at the finish. “It’s been really 
tough, but we’ve made the finish.”

Briton Tom Williams rolled on 
Friday morning but battled on 
and was rewarded with 10th. 

Denis Radstrom won both the Junior and WRC3 division in his Fiesta

“Solberg was
maximum atta

DAV
EVA
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Top M-Sport Ford 
finisher is more of a 
reflection on the misery 
of his team-mates 
rather than the outright 
brilliance of the Finn. 
Targeted somewhere 
between fifth and 
eighth place, he
achieved that. Just.

Mikkelsen looked racey 
enough early on in Sweden,
but he just couldn’t get 
comfortable enough 
to really challenge for 
anything more than third 
place (partly because he
suffered from a ‘snakey 
front’ on the i20) as the 
rally progressed. 

When it became clear the 
conditions weren’t coming 
his way, he drove his own 
rally and made sure that he 
simply made it to the finish. 
Inadvertently put Tanak in
a ditch in Hagfors, but 
ultimately sidelined after
his turbo lunched itself on
some snow. 

Struggled with a front 
differential losing pre-load
and not doing its bit to haul
the Yaris through cornerson
Saturday afternoon. Friday
conditions had, by then, 
already ruled out a repeat
of last year’s win.

When he got some clear
road, half-decent grip and
there wasn’t a Citroen to
play bumper cars with, few
could touch the Estonian
for pace. That speed wasn’t
rewarded here. It will be.

The Irishman simply didn’t
put a wheel wrong all 
weekend. Finishing in 
third place in Finland a 
couple of years ago was 
impressive, but this was 
on another level again. 
Made the most of what 
he’d got and drove like 
a champion.

Would likely have been in
with a shot at the win had
it not been for getting 
tangled up in a sixth-stage
snowbank. Like Tanak, 
brilliant speed when 
everything worked in his 
favour. Deserved his fourth.

Loved being back with 
Citroen, but there was good
and bad to that and admitted
he struggled with aspectsof
the C3 in the same way he
had with the DS 3. A solid
enough job in sixth, though.

This was a perfect 
performance from the 
Belgian. The rally he’d 
threatened for so long. He 
never doubted it for one 
second, but the way in which
he put this victory together
really had to be admired. A
strong result to move 10 
clear in the championship.

Paddon would probably 
quite like mornings to 
be banned in Sweden. 
Struggled to find the 
rhythm and confidence 
on the first loop but was 
always there through the 
afternoon. Dropped a 
place when he stalled on 
the final stage.

SEBASTIENOGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ELFYNEVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

TEEMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

ANDREASMIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3 WRC 

JARI-MATTILATVALA 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

OTT TANAK
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

CRAIG BREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

MADS OSTBERG
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

HAYDEN PADDON
 HYUNDAI MOTORSPORT HYUNDAI i20

DRIVER ANALYSIS BY DAVID EVA

FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 2/13, Sweden Rally , February 15-18 
 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC 2h52m13.1s
2 Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3 WRC +19.8s
3 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +28.3s
4 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +45.8s
5 Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +54.4s
6 Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) Citroen C3 WRC +1m15.3s
7 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +2m04.9s
8 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +2m52.2s
9 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC +3m44.4s
10 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC +8m45.4s
14 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +9m47.4s
19 Henning Solberg (NOR)/Cato Menkerud (NOR) Ford Fiesta WRC +16m38.5s
R Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen C3 WRC SS19/damage
R YazeedAl-Rajhi (KSA)/MichaelOrr (GBR) Ford Fiesta RS WRC SS19/withdrawn

RESULTS

DRIVERS
POS DRIVERS PTS

1 Thierry Neuville 41
2 Sebastien Ogier 31
3 Jari-Matti Latvala 23
4 Esapekka Lappi 23
5 Ott Tanak 21
6 Andreas Mikkelsen 21
7 Craig Breen 20
8 Kris Meeke 17
9 Hayden Paddon 10
10 Elfyn Evans 8

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS
POS TEAMS PTS

1 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT 54 
2 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 53 
3 Citroen Total 46
4 M-Sport Ford WRT 43

The conditions over the 
weekend simply weren’t 
there for the Frenchman 
who suffered his worst 
WRC outing in ages 
in Sweden. Played a 
tactical blinder ahead 
of the powerstage and 
was paid back with 
second quickest.

A hearbreaking puncture 
on the opening day ruined 
the Welshman’s rally 
and was rarely at the 
races thereafter – ironically 
sethisbest timewhen
hecouldn’t seeproperly
in thehalf-lightofLikenas
onSundaymorning inhis
M-SportFordFiesta.5/ 3/1010
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NEXT
RALLY

TAKAMOTO KATSUTA
Nobody saw this one coming and when the story started to unfold, more than a few
expected it to end almost as quickly as it began. It didn’t. Taka drove brilliantly for
three days to bring fresh hope to millions of Japanese rally fans that one day, they
might celebrate regularly and often.

JARI HUTTUNEN
He’s a Finn, therefore he really should be faster in snow than he was. And he 
shouldn’t have rolled in his pre-event test. All in all, not the best of starts for 
Hyundai’s chosen youngster.

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Can Meeke make 
it back-to-back 
wins in Mexico?

RALLY MEXICO
MARCH 8-11
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Snetterton Stages, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/8, Feb 18

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi 46m07s
2 Ian Woodhouse/Jason Leaf Ford Escort Mk2 +5s
3 Mark Kelly/Andy Baker Ford Escort Mk2 +1m08s
4 Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort Mk2 +1m36s
5 Stephen Beck/Paul Brown Ford Escort Mk2 +1m47s
6 Darryl Morris/Aron Rayner Ford Escort Mk2 +1m50s
7 Robin Adams/Ray Keith Ford Escort +2m31s
8 Ian Hucklebridge/Steve McNulty Ford Escort +3m30s
9 Roland Brown/Terry Luckings Ford Escort Mk1 +3m41s
10 Vince Sillett/Samm Keeley Ford Escort Mk2 +3m45s

Class winners: David McMullan/Jamie Elston (Vauxhall Nova); Matthew Ockendon/Vicky Barry (Peugeot 205); Beck/Brown;
West/Hounslow; Toni Carannante/Franco Carannante (Subaru Impreza).

C
hris West
tightened his
grip on the
Motorsport News
Circuit Rally
Championship
taking a crucial

second consecutive Snetterton
Stages victory at the Norfolk
circuit last weekend.

One year after snatching a last-gasp
victory at the very same event, current
championship leader West once again
emerged victorious after locking
horns with reigning champion Ian
Woodhouse in yet another intense
contest. John Stone was the man who
left Norfolk with the biggest loss in
the title chase however, as his Ford
Fiesta S2500 Millington retired with
engine failure.

West showed his intent early with
two quick-fire stage wins to open the
rally, the Peugeot 306 Maxi’s advantage
under braking enough to overpower the
grunt of its Ford rivals.

A nine-second lead could have grown
by a further five, but for an incident-
strewn third stage, which was soon
called off on safety grounds.

Mike English was the first culprit
of the troublesome stage in question,
forced into retirement when brake
failure left him powerless as he
ploughed into the wooden spectator
fencing at the complex section.

“I had a choice of concrete or fence,
so I chose the least painful,” was his
response as he emerged unscathed, as
did John Marshall who exited the rally
more spectacularly when his Subaru
Impreza caught fire on the same stage.

With a rebuild not expected for his
Ford Escort Mk2 until the end of the
season, Woodhouse entered the
meeting hopeful of a trouble-free outing
meanwhile. It looked as though he
would not get that luxury, initially
battling a gearbox glitch that affected
his first and second gear selection
during the opening two stages.

The cancellation of SS3 gave

Woodhouse a fresh opportunity to
attack West’s lead however, and he
instantly hit back on the fourth run
of the day, moving seven seconds shy
of the man who narrowly pipped him
to victory on the final stage of the
same event last year.

Gearbox gremlins quickly became
less of a hindrance in the afternoon,
Woodhouse added two further stage
wins compared to West’s bragging
rights on the sixth. It set-up the
possibility of payback for Woodhouse
for 12 months ago, eight seconds the
difference heading into the final run.

“I was leading until this exact point
last year,” said Woodhouse. “I’ve got
to give it everything.”

Try he certainly did, but a three-
second victory on the final stage was
not enough and West secured what he
said was an unexpected second win of
the season. “I thought he was going to
beat me, so I was really on it,” he said,
citing the stopping power of the 306
as key to his success.

“I was almost too brave [under
braking] sometimes! It’s much more
of a power circuit and I didn’t expect to
win here, so to beat the Escorts around
here in the dry – I’m over the moon.”

West’s joy was compounded by the
stage five retirement of main title rival,
Stone. The Fiesta spluttered heading
through Montreal, crawling to a halt
with terminal engine damage.

Battling a bout of flu throughout
the day, Stone initially channelled
his energy into taking the fight to
title rival West thanks to a raft of
improvements bolted onto the Fiesta
to help its cause on circuit rallies.

“We opted against putting the
new engine in at this stage,” he said,
although dry conditions meant the
Fiesta’s new dampers could finally
enjoy a productive run-out. His only
saving grace was the retirement of
class rival Marshall.

Inheriting third was the consistent
Mark Kelly – who won the last event at
Brands Hatch – in another Escort Mk2,

CLASS ROUND-UP

Class C – for cars 1601-2000cc – 
honours were decided within the 
top 10 overall. Stephen Beck was 
fifth overall and held off Darryl Morris 
by three seconds to take the victory.

The dry conditions favoured the 
more powerful Class C machines. 
Five cars out of the overall top 
10 were Class C Ford Escorts. 
Championship leader Dane 
Walker’s Escort Mk2 was down on 
power in comparison to others; he 
also picked up an electrical problem 
late on that almost meant he did not 
finish. Cathy Sewart was another 
driver who could have benefited 
from the absence of Joshua Davey’s 
Darrian. She made good tyre 
choices and was quick on SS1 
in her Talbot Sunbeam. A broken 
throttle cable then a gearbox oil 
leak that filled her car with smoke 
put her out of contention.

Paul Sheard maintained his 
position as Class B leader in his 
Mazda MX-5. Peugeot 205 driver 
Matthew Ockendon won on the 
day with a 20th place, but he is not 
registered for the championship, 
so did not affect Sheard’s title 
challenge. Sheard himself had 
initially not been over-optimistic 
of his chances and thought that 
the fast, dry conditions would not 
suit his car.

Third and fourth in the class were 
two drivers with four previous rallies 
between them. Gavin Thomson, in a 
Peugeot 205, has recently switched 
from circuit racing and has really 
taken to rallying. Snetterton will be 
his last championship outing as he 
prepares for a comeback later in the 
year with a more powerful car.

Thomson split the two Mazda 
MX-5s. Ben Short, who is not 
registered for the championship, 
finished 28th. 

Ashleigh Morris had a trouble-free 
run in her Ford Fiesta and is now 
third in Class B.

David McMullan was the star of 
Class A for up to 1400cc 
machinery. From the beginning, he 
was setting startlingly fast times 
approaching the top 20. 

He found himself unable to 
engage reverse gear after a small 
spin on SS2, due to a snapped 
cable, but this was a minor setback. 

Soon he was using the handbrake 
again with confidence and even a 
20s penalty for starting SS7 late 
was overturned. 

He was 25th overall, six places 
ahead of his nearest rival, Mark 
Blackmore in a green-and-yellow 
Vauxhall Corsa. Blackmore was not 
registered for the championship, 
so it was Aaron Rix in the Ford Ka 
McMullan had to worry about. Rix 
still leads the Class A championship 
and was happy with his smooth 
and safe performance.

Mark Annison was the third-
placed championship driver and 
was happy to get his Ford Puma 
home. This was its first finish since 
the opening round at Oulton Park.

Rachel Harris-Gardiner

West repeated last-
minute 2017 win

McMullan took a Class A win

DanMason

albeit 1m08s adrift of  the winner. An 
impressive fourth went to Stephen 
and Jack Tilburn, and completing a 
trio of  Excort Mk2s in the order was 
Stephen Beck, Ford filling 14 of  the 
top 15 places after Mike Taylor’s 
Talbot Sunbeam Lotus dropped out 
late on with engine problems.

For the second year in a row, a 
much-fancied Darrian was out of  
contention even before the start. Fifth-
seeded Joshua Davey failed to make an 

appearance in Norfolk after a 
replacement machine was not ready in 
time for the event, his regular T90 still 
missing a rare part for his gearbox.

Fresh from announcing his move to 
the Porsche Carrera Cup GB for 2018, 
Seb Perez sported Colin McRae’s 
colours as he joined the field in a Ford 
Escort Mk2. The former Ginetta racer 
used the Snetterton Stages as a test 
session for a coming historic rally 
event in Majorca in Spain.

Marshall’s chances 

went up in smoke
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INTERVIEW: CHRIS LLOYD

a while to get back to it, he’s 
competed ever since. 

“Psychologically, it was scary 
getting back in a car,” continues 
Lloyd. “After the first two or three 
events your love for the sport 
overcomes the fear you have. The 
adrenaline comes back. The nerves 
have gone once you get going. 

“It’s the buzz, trying to go as fast as 
you possibly can, whatever you’re 
doing, it’s a great feeling.

“I operate the car as normal. If  you 
saw me now you wouldn’t think there 
was anything wrong with me. I’ve 
gained back 50 per cent of  the power 
back in my legs now, so it’s not too 
difficult to operate.”

Lloyd has always driven Melvyn 
Evans Motorsport Ford Escort Mk2s, 
and continues to do so, with a bright-
yellow model getting a run out on the 
Nicky Grist Stages back in July. But 
there’s been a hiatus from rallying 
while his assault on the Winter 
Paralympics takes shape. 

“I won’t do any rallying for a while, 
the focus is on the Paralympics in 
March,” Lloyd concludes. “I still 
want to compete afterwards and that 
hasn’t changed.”

As a rally fan, and if  you needed 
any incentive to keep an eye on the 
Brits at the Winter Paralympics, 
there really should be one man 
you’re supporting above the rest. 

Adevastatingcrashhasn’t stoppedChris Lloyd. ByJackBenyon

I
wouldn’tdrivearally
carorskiagain, those
wordsstuckinmy
head,andIwantedto
provethemwrong.”

That’sChrisLloyd.Like
manyof youreadingthis

feature,he’sarallycompetitorand
arallyfan.Buthis lifechanged
foreverin2011.

“ItwasatCaerwent[PatriotStages
Rally], itwasaroundof theMSA
AsphaltChampionship,”headds.
“Icanremembercominguptoa
cornerflatout…anditwasn’ta
flat-outcorner…

“Thecarleft theroadandI
rememberholdingontothesteering
wheel.Thecarflippedforadistance
thatequatedtoaboutarugbypitch
andahalf.Whenwewereintheair
wehitatree,whichcavedtheroof
forcingitdownwardintomyhead,
whichbrokemybackanddamaged
myspinalcord.”

Three-and-a-half monthsin
hospital followedforthe43-year-old
fromPontypriddinSouthWales,
wherehewastoldheprobably

wouldn’trallyorskiagain.He’dbe
luckyjusttowalk.

But,almostsevenyearson, it’sa
differentChrisLloydonthephone.
He’sbattlescarredbuthascome
throughwithincrediblemodesty,as
hechatstoMN fromSwitzerland
abouthisfirst loveof skiing.

Theinjurycausedalossof usein
hislimbs,andhe’shadtoworkhard
andtrainhardtoregainusage.

Whatyouprobablydon’tknowyet,
isthetimelineof hisinjurytopresent
dayendswithhimbeinginnext
month’sWinterParalympics,
representingGreatBritain.He
competesinGiantSlalom,Super
Combined,Super-GandDownhill.

“Nothingwasnatural,”saysLloyd.
Noneof whathesayscomesacrossas
apleaforpity. It’s themostmatter-of-
factmannerof delivery.

“Iwasparalysedfromtheneck
downaftertheaccident, Ihadto
learntodoeverythingagain–touse
myhands,mylegs.Everythingwas
newagaintome.

“Ayearafterbeingoutof hospital I
strappedsomeskistomylegs. Ihad

Lloyd competed 
on Nicky Grist

to learn to do that again as well. My 
muscles were a lot different and I 
had to start from scratch.

“I’ve been aiming for the 
Paralympics for a while. I went to 
Sochi in 2014 as part of  a programme 
of  people who were expected to make 
[the event in] 2018. It was the 
beginning of  last year before I had 
any [sporting] injuries, the ligaments 
in my knee. But I had some good 
results and I was able to qualify.”

Lloyd is driven by competition. It’s 
what he loved about getting started 
and competing in rallying, and it’s 
what drove him to prove the 
consultant wrong seven years before. 
They thought he would struggle to do 
all the things he did before the crash. 
But he treated that as a challenge.

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
represent my country and to do my 
family proud,” says Lloyd. “It’s a 
privilege. There’s been a lot of  work 
to get from leaving hospital to get to 
where we are now, but it’s all worth 
it. My family have been incredible 
and I’ve had support from friends.”

OK, that’s enough about skiing. 
What about the rallying?

“I had a friend who was into 
rallying and I went to a few events 
with him and took an interest in it,” 
he adds. “I bought an old Escort Mk2 
and did some forest events, I caught 
the bug from there. Probably the 
highlight of  my career was my first 
closed-road event in Jersey. 

“I think we started at car 60-odd 
and by the end of  the first day we 
were fourth. That was probably one 
of  the best memories I have as I didn’t 
expect to be that close on my first 
ever closed-road event.”

Despite the seismic shift in his life 
since his crash, Lloyd has always 
wanted to get back in the rally seat. 
And you’ll be pleased to know he has. 
He returned in 2014, and while it took 

“

Doctors said Lloyd 
wouldn’t rally again

Lloyd has now secured a place in GB Winter Paralympics team
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Shedden is off to World TCR, meaning Cammish got an opportunity

Record-breaking FFord title
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INSIGHT: DAN CAMMISH

CAMMISH G S GOLDEN
OPPORTUNI

Cammishalsohashismentorand
friend,the1992BTCCchampionand
ITVcommentatorTimHarvey,inhis
cornertoo.“I’llbechewinghisearoff
foradvice,”addsCammish.

“Asfortheracing,peoplesaythat
I’llhavetobepreparedfortheBTCC
butIhavewatchedplentyof it.Also,
thePorscheSupercupisalwaysfierce
too.Whiletheydon’tbumpintoeach
otherasmuch,it isstillprettytough
going.Iamusedtoit,andIhaveno
doubtsaboutmyabilitytorace.”

ThereactiontoCammish’snew
berthhasbeenhighlypositive,and
itissomethingthatthedriver
himself hasnoticed.

“Thiswholethingisaprettybig
dealformeandmyfamily,”he
explains.“Ihavebeenwatchingthe
socialmediareaction.Isentouta
tweettoMattNealwhenthedrive
becameavailable.Withinafew
minutes, ithadabout200likes!When
ItweetaboutGTracing,Igetabout
fiveresponses.It isadifferentworld.”

It isaworldthatCammishwantsto
buyintointhelongerterm,too.

“Lotsof drivershavebuilt
successfulcareersintheBTCCthat
canlastthedistance,”saysCammish.
“Ididn’tthinkthatoptionwasthere
formeanymoreinGTs,butit isinthe
BTCC.Iwanttobearoundforalong
timeandthisisagreatplacetostart.

“Sure,therewillbepressure,but
whenisn’tthereinracing?Thatisthe
sortof situationIenjoy,andIhave
everythingthereinfrontof meto
maketherightkindof impressionon
theseries.Thisreallyisadream
opportunityforme.”

Hisfirstopportunitywillbein
Spaininacoupleof weeks’time,
whenthenewFK8versionof the
Civicwillbepoundingaround
ParcCastellolipreparingforthenew
season.Itwillbethestartof anew
chapterinCammish’slife.

Porsche dominator is ready to step up 
to the BTCC’s top table. By Matt James

S
igningtodrivea 
factory Honda Civic 
Type R in the British 
Touring Car 
Championship is 
another significant 
staging post in Dan 

Cammish’s career. He will line 
up alongside Matt Neal in the 
Team Dynamics squad for 2018, 
and it represents a shift in his 
career trajectory.

Cammish had always been keen on 
a switch to the BTCC, ever since he 
first drove one of  the tin-top racers as 
part of  the Dunlop test drive prize for 
winning the British Formula Ford 
Championship in 2013. After 
sampling the Ford Focus, he then 
went on to test for WSR in one of  its 
BMW 125i M Sport machines, but 
wasn’t quite able to nail down a 
race deal, despite coming close over 
the last few months.

Then Team Dynamics and Gordon 
Shedden dropped its bombshell in 
late January: the Scottish racer, a 
permanent fixture with the Honda 
team since 2010, was leaving to 
pursue a drive in the remodelled 
World Touring Car Cup.

“I immediately sent a text to [Team 

Dynamics co-owner and racer] Matt 
Neal,” said 28-year-old Cammish. 
“He was very nice about it, but he said
that although I had been on the 
shortlist, they thought they had it 
sorted out. Also, they assumed that I 
had a deal in place already.”

While that was true – two-time 
Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion 
Cammish had the option to return to 
the Porsche Supercup with the 
Lechner MSG Racing Team, the 
squad he drove for in 2017 –  he knew 
Honda was a golden chance.

“Team Dynamics is one of  the very 
top teams in the BTCC and this is a 
works drive: these options don’t come
around every day,” says Cammish. “I 
thought I had missed out, but then 
about two weeks ago, I had a call from
Matt to say there could be a chance. I 
went to the workshops and we got the 
deal done pretty quickly.”

It is another change of  focus for 
Cammish, who has been firmly 
plying his trade in sportscars for the 
last few seasons. His success in 
Porsches meant that his career was 
headed towards long-distance racing,
and that was a decision he embraced 
in 2014. It is a sensible move for a 
driver without deep pockets who 

Cammish will switch to 
the BTCC with Honda

Yorkshireman enjoyed huge success in Porsche Carrera Cup

wants to make a living by racing cars, 
and it is not an unusual route.

But Cammish says that it is a career 
option that is becoming increasingly 
difficult to conquer. “I am going to be 
29 years old this year,” explained the 
Yorkshireman. “I have only raced a 
pukka GT car once – you get to 
wondering if  it is ever going to 
happen for you? Also, it is a path that 
is becoming increasingly congested. 
Look at the Porsche junior drivers – 
most of  them are in their early 20s.

“Lots of  drivers are dropping out of  
GP2 or GP3 and are looking to GTs. 
They have access to pretty good 
budgets too. That means that the 
marketplace is flooded, more so than 
it has ever been. You have to be 
realistic and the landscape has 
altered in GT racing.”

And being realistic is something 
that Cammish will have to do in his 
opening experiences in the BTCC. 
The racing is hard, he will be at the 
controls of  a front-wheel-drive car for 
the first time in his competition 
career, and Dynamics will be fielding 
a brand new, latest-spec Civic for 
2018. There is plenty to learn. 

“I know it’s different, but I have 
been successful in everything I have 
done and I will be up to speed by the 
time we get to Brands Hatch at the 
start of  the season,” says Cammish. 
“Also, I am with one of  the more 
experienced teams out there, so there 
will be data to pick over, and I have 
Matt Neal alongside me too. What he 
doesn’t know about the BTCC isn’t 
worth knowing.

“Look at what [2017 champion] Ash 
Sutton did: he was used to rear-wheel 
drive, jumped into front-wheel drive 
with Renault Clios and then the MG 
BTCC car and was a winner and then 
went back to rear-wheel drive last 
year and took the title in the Subaru 
Levorg. It can be done.”

CV

Dan Cammish
From: Leeds, Yorkshire
Born: April 10, 1989
2017: Third in the Porsche Carrera 
Cup GB (R edline Racing) (missed 
two rounds); Porsche Supercup 
(Lechner MSG Racing Team), fourth
2016: Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
(Redline Racing), champion; 
Porsche Supercup (Redline Racing), 
one round, Blancpain GT Series 
Endurance Cup (Konrad Motorsport), 
one round
2015: Porsche Carrera Cup GB 
(Redline Racing), champion; Porsche 
Carrera Cup Germany (Konrad 
Motorsport), four races, 23rd, Porsche 
Supercup (Redline Racing), one round
2014: British GT4 Championship 
(Team Parker Racing), eighth; Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB (Team Parker 
Racing), two races
2013: British Formula Ford (JTR), 24 
wins from 24 races, champion
2012: Formula Renault Eurocup 
(Atech Reid GP), two races
2011: Formula Renault UK (Mark 
Burdett Motorsport), sixth
2010: British Formula Ford 
Championship (Kevin Mills Racing and 
JTR), third
2009: British Formula Ford (Kevin 
Mills Racing), sixth, Scholarship 
Class winner; ADAC Formel Masters 
(Neuhauser Racing), six races, 13th
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PROFILE: RICK PARFITT JR

Daytona24HoursinaGMGRacing
AudiR8GT4.Heimpressedby
qualifyingfourthoverall inahigh-
qualityfield,butafuelissueended
hischancesintherace.

If anything,Parfittsaysany
preconceptionsof himhaveworked
againsthim.“Youcancomeacross
somesnobberyinthehigherlevels
of thesport,”hesays.“I’vehadit
before,withonedrivereventelling
me‘you’renoracingdriver,you’re
justinatributeband’.Itwasquite
ironicreallyasIracedagainstthat
driverrecentlyandovertookhim,
justthinking‘who’stheracingdriver
now,mate?’NowI’mthefirstdriver
towinbothBritishGTtitlesanda
fullmemberof theBritishRacing
Drivers’Club,whichisjustsurreal.”

Forthisyear,Morrisisreplacedby

WelshmanRyanRatcliffealongside
Parfitt inBritishGT.Theduoare
oneof justtwoBronze-Silver-graded
driverpairings,withthemajority
of thegridbeingformedof a
BronzewithaGoldorPlatinum
factorydriver.“Wewouldn’tbe
enteringBritishGTagainif wedidn’t
feelwecouldwinit,”addsParfitt.
“Ryanislikemysurrogatebrother–
we’veracedagainsteachothersinceI
startedinGT5s,andweknoweach
othersowell.

“Wemightnothavetheoutright
paceof thefactoryguys,butBritish
GTisallaboutconsistency.Lastyear
waslikeadream,anditshowswhat
youcanachievewhenyoujustkeep
pluggingawayanddon’tgiveup.
There’snoreasonwecouldn’t
haveanotheryea likethat ”

British GT’s champion is more than a rock star who went racing. B Robert Ladbrook

P
reconceptions 
can be a 
dangerous 
thing in 
motorsport. 
Often what 
you perceive 

from the outside, can be very 
different up close.

Rick Parfitt Jr is the perfect 
example. Let’s look at the Parfitt 
recipe first. He’s the son of  a music 
idol, a talented and successful 
musician himself, he races a Bentley 
– heck, he even wears those big, 
reflective superstar-style sunglasses. 

From a distance you could expect 
temper tantrums when things 
don’t go his way, a general air of  
pamperedness and the unshakable 
tag of  a racing diva.

But go speak to the man himself, 
and you’ll find none of  that. Despite 
the obvious labels you could throw 
at Parfitt, none of  them stick. 

In truth, he’s a hard-working, self-
made man, who also happens to have 
found his feet as a racing driver. And 
a bloody good one at that.

“You know, I still that get weird 
moment when I don’t actually believe 
what’s going on is real,” says Parfitt. 
“Sometimes when I walk down the 
pitlane and see all the people, and 
then I go into the garage and see this 
amazing Bentley sat there with my 
name on it I still get the ‘Nah! This 
can’t be real… do I really get to do 
this?’ It’s so surreal sometimes, but 
IoddlyhopeIneverlosethatfeeling.

It’s part of  what makes racing 
special for me.”

And racing for Parfitt is special. He 
earned it. He wasn’t always a rock 
star, and he certainly hasn’t lived 
off  the riches of  his famous father. 

Little-known fact, he used to sell 
advertising space in these very pages 
before heading off  to chase his own 
musical aspirations. He was always a 
keen karter, but he finally got to make
the move into car racing in 2012 when
he joined the Ginetta GT5 Challenge. 
Just a year later and he was British 
GT4 champion. Five years on from 
his first race, he’s made history by 
becoming the first driver ever to 
win both the GT4 and GT3 British 
GT Championship titles.

While the GT4 title was impressive, 
last year was Parfitt’s best yet. He 
stood head-and-shoulders above a 
competitive British GT3 entry to 
claim a massive milestone alongside 
Seb Morris in the Team Parker 
Racing-run Bentley Continental.

It was just the pair’s second year 
together, and Parfitt’s third in GT3. 
He’d shown flashes of  pace in 2016, 
so people expected a lot from him for 
2017, but oddly Parfitt himself  didn’t.

“I’ve never entered a season 
seriously entertaining the thought 
of  winning the championship, so last 
year was mind-blowing for me,” he 
says. “At the end of  the day I’m just a 
bloke that sings to entertain people, 
not a career-focused racing driver. I 
just go into each year aiming to do 
aswell as I can. If  I win, then that’s 

Parfitt is British GT
champion... twice

fantastic, but I never really expect to 
win. If  I finish 10th and get out of  the 
car knowing that I’ve done absolutely 
the best I could, then I’m just as 
happy. Racing is about enjoyment 
and exploring your own limits, 
and that’s why I do it.

“The atmosphere and camaraderie 
at Team Parker has been really key 
to our success as well. It’s like a big 
family. In Stuart [Parker] we have a 
team boss who’s so good technically 
that we can leave him to make the big 
calls both in the garage and on the 
pit wall, that really helps you relax 
and focus on the racing.”

Another big factor in Parfitt’s rise 
has been team-mate Morris. He’s 
unquestionably had a big influence 
on Parfitt’s driving, but this year 
that partnership will be broken up 
as Morris heads to chase a drive 
in Europe.

“Seb and I had a long chat about it, 
as he was keen to defend the British 
title with me, but we ultimately want 
different things in the sport,” says 
Parfitt. “He’s a young, career-focused 
driver and he needs to be in 
Europe chasing factory drives. 
I’m comfortable and happy in 
British GT, so it made sense for us 
to go our separate ways this year.

“Seb’s done a lot for me, and helped 
me to the point where I’m now driving 
better than I probably ever thought 
I could.”

A byproduct of  Parfitt’s British 
campaign last year was winning an 
outing in the support race to the 

Parfitt was the stand-out amateur racer in last year’s championship

Daytona outing 
showed paceRatcliffe (left) joint champ in ’13

RISETO
RACING FAME

Rick Parfitt Jr has been living with 
Crohn’s disease since childhood. 
Crohn’s is a chronic condition of 
the gut which causes painful 
inflammation of the intestinal 
lining. It is incurable at present 
and requires careful management.

“Because it’s a hidden illness, 
people might assume that I’m 
absolutely well, but I’m not,” 

admits Parfitt. “Last year it was 
very much highlighted because of 
lots of stresses, and my schedule 
meant that at British GT I was in a 
lot of pain, and there were times 
when I was getting into the car 
absolutely buckled over in pain. 
But luckily, adrenalin helped 
with a little bit of it, along with a 
lot of painkillers.”

In addition to being physically 
painful, Crohn’s often affects 
energy levels, something that’s 
challenging for a racing driver.

“You get to a point, and it just hits 
you,” he says. “The team know that 
if we get to that point during the 
day when I am just becoming over-
tired, I will just call it a day and I’ll 
say ‘I’m not getting back in the car 

now’, because that’s when 
mistakes can happen. Mistakes at 
180mph are not something that 
you really want to entertain. The 
most important thing is sleep.

“I’m the most un-rock and roll 
person in the world, ever! I’m 
always in bed early when I can, 
and even on race weekends I try 
and get as much sleep as I can.”

Regardless, Parfitt still has 
designs on the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

“It’s just managing your stints. I 
don’t think that would be too much 
of a problem,” he says. “I think it 
would be immensely tiring, and I 
would be pretty much crucified 
at the end of it, but it’s definitely 
something I have to get used to.”

Rachel Harris-Gardiner

The battle with Crohn’s disease that ambitious racer has to defeat every day, every stint

Rick Parfitt Jr
Age: 43 From: Nottingham
2017: British GT3 (Team Parker 
Bentley), champion with Seb 
Morris, three wins
2016: British GT (Team Parker 
Bentley), third with Seb Morris, 
one win
2015: British GT3 (Team LNT 
Ginetta), with Tom Oliphant/Ryan 
Ratcliffe, 18th
2014: British GT4 (Century 
Motorsport Ginetta), with Tom 
Oliphant, fourth
2013: British GT4 (Optimum 
Ginetta), champion with Ryan 
Ratcliffe, three wins
2012: Ginetta GT5 Challenge 
(Piranha Motorsport), ninth

CV

Morris (left) and 
Parfitt won in 2017
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RENAULT TO MAKE UK DEBUT
IN OPENING BRX ROUND

French machine developed at SilverstoneByHalRidge

WorldRallycrossdriver
GuerlainChicherit is set
to racehisG-Fors-built
RenaultClio in the first
rallycrosseventheldat
Silverstonenextmonth
in theopening roundof
theBritishRallycross
Championship.

Chicheritwillraceone
of twoMeganeSupercars
builtbyBritishfirm
ProdriveforhisGCKteam
inWorldRXthisyear,but
willgetuptospeedon
thenewBritishcircuitby
racingtheClioonMarch17.

“It’sagoodopportunity
todriveinanactualraceat
thetrack,becausenobody
willreallyhavehadany
chancetoraceonthat
trackbeforetheWorldRX
round,”theFrenchman
toldMotorsportNews.

“Thisis justtotest.Both
theClioandMeganeare
new,everythingisnew
includingtheenginesand
bothcarsareanewdesign
sowejustneedtodrive
andtotestandseewhere
weare.”

AswellasGCK,Chicherit
isheadinguptheG-Fors

squadthisseason,which
isbuildingatrio of new
Renault Clios to race in
the European and French
Championships.

It has already announced
former Albatec Racing
driver Jere Kalliokoski
as driving one of the Clios,
but is yet to announce
any additional drivers,
including who will race
the second Megane in the
GCK squad in World RX.

“The second driver is
signed, we will make an
announcement on that,”
said Chicherit. “We are
excited that everything
is coming together after
two years planning. We’re
going for a big plan. We
have designed everything
from scratch [on the
Megane], even the engine,
transmission, gearbox,
everything. We took some
risks because everything
is new but we have this
year for testing as much
as we can.

“I hope we can make
some results, I hope we
can make some finals and
show the potential and
be focused on 2019, when
I hope to drive for the

BrothersTimmyandKevinHansen
areclosingonadealtoremainpart
of Peugeot’sWorldRallycross
teamfor2018.

TheFrenchmarqueannounced
inOctoberthatitwouldcontinuein
WorldRXthisseasonwithnine-time
WorldRallychampionSebastien
Loeb,butisyettoannouncewho
elsewilldriveforthesquad.

Havingrunaprogrammein
collaborationwithKenneth
Hansen’sHansenMotorsportsquad
since2014,Peugeotwilltakeits
rallycrossoperationsinhousefor
2018,utilisingresourcesfromits
nowdefunctDakarprogramme.

“ThefearlastyearwasthatIwould
bewithoutaseat,”TimmyHansen
toldMotorsportNews.“Itwasgreat
newswhenPeugeotactually
announcedthatthey’recontinuing
andthenI’veworkedhardontrying
togetthatseat.Wewillpresentsoon
what’shappeningwithme.”

TheSwedehasfiveWorldRXwins
tohiscreditandchallengedPetter
SolbergfortheWorldRXcrownin
2015.“Therearethreeteamsthatare
abletowinandyouwanttobeinone
of those,”hecontinued.“Sebisdone
foroneof theseatsandobviously
thesecondseatisaverygoodone.
Peugeotareputtinginbigeffort
andwehaveagoodrelationship.”

KevinHansenwontheEuropean
ChampionshiptitlewithPeugeot
supportin2016beforemovingto
WorldRXlastyearinathirdworks-
backedPeugeot208,andappearsset
tocontinuewiththesquadforthis
season. “It’sreallydifficulttoget
thingsdonewhenyouwereeighth
intheworldchampionship[last
season],”saidKevinHansen.“It’s
notlonguntiltestingforeverybody
begins,soitwouldbeveryniceto
havethingssortedbeforethen.”

Clio will make its UK 
debut at Silverstone

SPORTING SCENE

Briton Dick Hillard finished sixth in 
the Hot Rod final on his first appearance 
of  what will be a full campaign in South 
Africa this year.

The veteran has decided to race 
overseas rather than in the UK this 
year. He was aiming to ship out his own 
Vauxhall Tigra to race and had planned 
to fit an upgraded 16v engine to the car, 
but delays in completion of  the new 
motor meant the car was not ready 
in time, and is still in the UK.

Plans to borrow a locally sourced VW 
Corrado also fell through when that 
was struck by engine maladies too, so 
Hillard purchased another Tigra – fitted 
with a rotary engine – from a local to 
contest the races in Mahem, Pretoria.

“We had very little time to practice,” 
said Hillard. “The track is the smallest 
on the tour – I would compare it to 
Aldershot in the UK. The rotary 
power was very powerful but in a 

Hillard encouraged by 
South African attack

Hansens target WRX 
return with Peugeot

Trois-Rivieres bosses 
look to ice race series

Tohill to join the stars of the World Rallycross Championship in Belgian series
Former European Rallycross champion 
Derek Tohill will join a number of  World 
and European rallycross competitors 
by racing in the opening round of  the 
Belgian Rallycross Championship 
at Mettet this weekend.

New EKS signing Andreas Bakkerud 
will make his debut in one of  the squad’s 
2017-spec Audi S1 quattros, while Swede 
Peter Hedstrom and event team-mate 
Daniel Thoren will drive a pair of  
Volkswagen Polos. Guerlain Chicherit 
is also expected to debut the G-Fors 

Renault Clio he will race at Silverstone. 
Tohill, who finished seventh in the 

Euro RX Supercar category last season, 
is planning to race his OlsbergsMSE-
built Ford Fiesta in the event, against 
the regular Belgian contingent. 

“The car has undergone a full rebuild,” 
Tohill, who’s Fiesta is run by the C-Sport 
team, told Motorsport News. “As long as 
the final parts arrive this week, I’ll dust 
down the cobwobs off  myself  and get 
some much needed seat time. We will 
run an interim spec car for the weekend 

as some major parts won’t be ready for 
a little while yet, but this gives us an 
opportunity to try to find a good set up on 
what I would consider to be my weakest 
venue in the 2018 Euro RX Championship.

“We plan to test at Mettet on Saturday 
and all things going well to race in the 
first round of  the Belgian Championship 
on Sunday. Nothing beats competitive 
seat time. I think there are some front-
running World Championship drivers 
competing on Sunday so it will be good 
for us to chase them.”

Organisers of  the Canadian round of  
the World Rallycross Championship are 
forming plans to host a winter rallycross 
event next January, similar to the RallyX 
on Ice events held in Scandinavia. 

 Grand Prix de Trois-Rivieres director 
general Dominic Fugere visited the 
opening round of RallyX on Ice at 
Ostersund earlier this month. 

“I went with our director of  operations 
Jacinthe Ayotte at the suggestion of  
Andreas Eriksson [OlsbergsMSE boss 
andRallyXonIceorganiser],”Fugere
toldMotorsportNews.“Hethought
rallycrossonicecouldworkwellatour
venue,sincewesharethesameweather
asSwedenandthesamepassionfor
motorsports.Iceracinghadahuge
followinginCanada,driverslikeAlex
Tagliani,AndrewRangerandMarc-
AntoineCamirandallcuttheirteethin
thedisciplinebeforegoingontoroad
racingsuccess.”

Theproposedeventwouldtakeplace
withintheHippodromesectionof the

different way to my regular motor. 
During the meeting, we had a misfire 
and some brake issues that were 
holding me back, but we still went and 
did quite well and got three finishes. 
The next rounds are over the 
Easter weekend.”

Hillard was ninth in the opening 
heat and then went on to finish third 
in race two. In the final, he was sixth.

British National Hot Rod racers were 
beaten by locals in the first South Africa 
versus the UK at Tygerberg Raceway 
near Cape Town last weekend. Brits 
Martin Heath, Paul Frost, Bradley 
Dynes and Scot Paul Carruthers took 
part. They will remain in the country to 
take part in the Hot Rod 2.1 series, which 
features unlimited 2100cc Hot Rods, 
this weekend.

Hillard has raced 
in South Africa

Irishman Tohill 
to race at Mettet

GP3Rcircuit,wheretheloose-surface
section of  the World RX circuit is located. 

“It’d be great to bring another event to 
Trois-Rivieres using our organising team, 
our huge heated grandstands and the 
legendary Canadian cold weather,” 
said Fugere. 

“We’re considering options for classes 
and competitors, to having a Supercar 
Open, snowmobiles, snowcross, 
side-by-sides and motorcycles.”

Canada has an ice racing initiative
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When playing the rulebook is...fair pla

Steve Wells caught Jason Leaf’s flame-spitting Escort on an MN Circuit round

Tim Hall snapped an Audi quattro

Trialling action by Ben Lawrence

Rich Cranston went to see testing

Garrick Collier caught a sliding Ford

Hannah Doran found Mansell’s racer

Neil Kirby’s high-speed CN capture

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!

All of Sebastien Ogier’s worst nightmares came true on Rally Sweden. He knew that running first on the road would render his challenge 
useless, and so it proved. And, to cap it all, Thierry Neuville was throwing his Hyundai i20 around with great speed and went on to take an 
accomplished win – and the championship lead.

It was M-Sport driver Ogier’s decision to clock in late ahead of the powerstage in an effort to get better road conditions that caused discussion. Surely that 
wasn’t the actions of a true sportsman, they said. That’s rubbish, it was a top sportsman gaining any advantage he could after a troubled weekend. It certainly 
wasn’t illegal, and it helped him gain four points. Sure, it was only four points, but let’s see how important they are at the end of the year...
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

There was outrage when Sebastien Ogier gave up time on Rally Sweden. But why?

Marshalling’s a must
I read MN’s State of  National 
Rallying feature (Feb 14). I believe 
that each rally crew (driver and 
navigator) should have to marshal 
once per year and obtain a 
signature, or they would not be 
included in any championship 
results at the end of  the year. 

This would not only increase the 
number of  marshals, but also give 
every competitor an understanding
of the lot of  a marshal so they do not
abuse the people that allow them to 
go rallying. 

If  every championship from the 
British Rally Championship down 
made entrants marshal on one of  
the events included in the series, a 
lot of  the number problems would 
be solved. Also, barriers to entry. I 
gave up historic rallying due to the 
continual changes to regulations 
for both safety and other reasons. 
Everything from bigger mud flaps, 
extra rollcage bars to new belts, 
seats, extinguishers and helmets 
with the HANS device. 

The costs just became stupid. It 
seems the regulations are to create 
sales for the equipment companies, 
because crew injuries in rallying do
not reflect the need for change.
Rick Parker
Via email

More communication
With regards to your State of  
National Rally investigation, I still 
think the governing body, the MSA,
doesn’t do enough to work with 
grassroots motorsport in general 
and rallying is no exception. It 
doesn’t communicate particularly 
well with licence holders and those 
with a vested interest in the sport.

Rallying in the UK (and Ireland) 
faces some of the toughest 
challenges ever. As well as the 
political element (NRW for 
example), there is the increasingly 
environmental aspect. What was 
accepted 20 or 30 years ago 
nowadays just can’t and won’t 
happen. People have very loud 
voices, which with social media 
today are very easily heard. Throw 
in health and safety constraints, 
insurance issues in today’s litigious
society, if  we are not careful, 
rallying in forests will cease to exist 
within the next 20 years.

With such challenges should 
come a siege mentality between all 
interested parties, but apart from a 
few glorious exceptions (Rally 4 

Wales and Rally 2WD being two), I 
don’t see that. The MSA, under the 
cloak of  ‘safety’ keeps making 
change upon change, many of  
which are unnecessary in many 
people’s books. It alienates hard-
pressed competitors, mainly 
clubmen, just like me. The lifed 
seats/belts charade being one such 
grievance as someone who only 
does two or three events a year in 
my Peugeot 206: last year I threw 
away perfectly good equipment that 
had done a dozen or so Tarmac 
rallies. It cost me £1500 to replace 
because, as someone who does take 
responsibility for my own safety, I 
buy the best I can afford, but I can 
see where others are coming from 
as why buy top quality stuff  when 
you end up throwing it away? 

Seeding order wouldn’t stop me 
entering a forest rally, it’s a rally car 
after all and in any case, that’s how 
it used to be! Cars numbered in the 
170s and 180s on the 1970s RAC 
Rallies didn’t have a problem. 

Finally, on the subject of  
‘conscription-type marshalling’ 
whereby the onus would be on a 
competitor to bring someone with 
them, I see nothing but problems 
there. It’s a specialist job that not 
just anyone can do. 
Larry Carter
Motorsport journalist and 
broadcaster
Via email

Where’s the gravel?
If  you were to draw a line from 
Humberside to Cardiff  and look 
south, and you might well ask: 
‘What is gravel rallying?’ 

This huge part of  the UK, and the 
most populated, is devoid of  any 
major gravel events. Long gone are 
the Sunseeker Rally, the Tempest 

Rally, Rally of  Kent and London 
Rally, while the Somerset Stages is 
on a sabbatical (if  ever to return) 
and the Wyedean relegated from the 
BTRDA. That means there is more 
pressure than ever on finding slots 
in the timetable to revisit Wales for 
yet another mainstream 
championship rally.   

Had the governing body, the MSA, 
the Championship committee and 
the Rallies committee stepped up 
some years ago and worked with the 
organisers of  these events to ensure 
championship status, then they 
may still be running and pressure 
on the Welsh forests alleviated. 

As it is, the treatment of  the 
Sunseeker organisers in pulling the 
plug on their rally as a BRC round, 
and dropping the Wyedean from the 
BTRDA series, suggests to me no 
coherent thinking for the longer 
term on the geographical spread of  
rallies for the wider benefit of  all.

To those involved at the MSA HQ 
at Colnbrook, you’ve brought this 
on yourselves, start the remedy 
(assuming it is not already too late) 
by working with and supporting the 
organising clubs to get rallies 
traditionally held outside of  Wales 
back into the fold and bring the 
sport to a wider audience. 
Martin Jackson
Via email

Frustrations
In reaction to your State of  National 
Rallying issue, I have a story. 

I have a car sat in garage, ready to 
go. I am, however, self  employed 
and very busy and I have family 
commitments to see to when I am 
not working. I do, though, have two 
or three weekends spare a year and 
I would like to do a couple of  rallies. 

Then I look into it: wait a minute, 
my seat and belts are now out of  
date. I might not get out this year at 
all now. I am spending £1500 on 
them to sit in the garage for the 
majority of  the season and I’d have 
to get a bloody HANS device too. 

Oh, and I also need a new helmet 
to fit said device.

Maybe next year…
I don’t care about seeding if  I’m 

only doing a few rallies, I can’t 
expect to be at the sharp end I just 
want to go out and have fun. There 
must be hundreds of  people 
wanting to do a few rallies a year. 
That’s a lot of  entries.
James Orton
Via email

Motorsport News, February 14



Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110 motorsport-news.co.uk  FEBRUARY 21 2018  31

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

Autosport Media UK Limited, 
1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK

EDITORIAL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149

Like us on Facebook: search ‘Motorsport News’

Twitter: @MNmotorsport

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

 

Editor Matt James

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk

Managing Editor Robert Ladbrook

robert.ladbrook@motorsport-news.co.uk

Group National Editor Jack Benyon

jack.benyon@motorsport.com

Junior Journalist Stephen Lickorish

stephen.lickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk

Junior Journalist Stefan Mackley

stefan.mackley@motorsport-news.co.uk

Group Rallying Editor David Evans

david.evans@autosport.com

Art Editor Mike Stokoe

mike.stokoe@motorsport-news.co.uk

Office Manager Joanne Grove

joanne.grove@motorsport.com

 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Historics editor Paul Lawrence

Grand Prix columnists Anthony Rowlinson, 
James Roberts, Stuart Codling

Origination/Repro Dave Sternberg

 

Photography LAT Images: Steven Tee, Glenn 
Dunbar, Sam Bloxham, Zak Mauger

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS/BACK ISSUES

Motorsport News, FREEPOST, 3 Queensbridge, 
Northampton NN4 7BF

UK 0344 848 8834

Overseas +44 (0)1604 251 457

Email help@asm.secureorder.co.uk

 

ADVERTISING

Tel: +44 (0) 203 405 8110 (Display) or

+44 (0) 203 405 8109 (Classified)

Advertising deadline Monday 12 noon

Sales Director Matthew Witham

Sales Manager James Robinson

Display Sales Executive Jonathan King

Classified Sales Ben Kavanagh, Aaron McNamara 

PRODUCTION

Production Abbey Gunner

 

PUBLISHING

Group Publishing Manager Sunita Davies

 

MANAGEMENT

Director of Subscriptions and Marketing 
Laura Paterson

Editor-in-chief Autosport Media UK

Andrew van de Burgt

Publishing Director Stuart Williams

Managing Director Geoff Love

 

© 2018 Autosport Media UK Limited

Reproduction in whole or in part of any text, 
photograph or illustration without written  
permission from the publisher is strictly prohibited. 
While due care is taken to ensure the contents 
of Motorsport News are accurate, the publishers 
and printers cannot accept liability for omissions 
and errors.

 

Advertisements are accepted for publication in 
Motorsport News only upon Autosport Media 
UK Limited’s Standard Terms of Acceptance of 
Advertising, copies of which are available from the 
Motorsport News advertising sales department.

Registered as a Newspaper with Consignia

 

Printed by Sheffield Web

Distributed by Seymour, 2 Poultry Avenue, 
London, EC1A 9PT

Published every Wednesday by Autosport Media 
UK Limited, 1 Eton Street, Richmond, Surrey, 
TW9 1AG, UK

 

Autosport Media UK Limited is a division of

Motorsport Network LLC

PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28

EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED TO KNOW 
ABOUT PASSING 
YOUR ARDS TEST

MIKE BUSHELL’S 
JOURNEY BACK 
T0 BRITISH 
TOURING CARS

F1LAUNCH 
SPECIAL

THE LATEST PICTURES AND NEWS ON 
THE 2018 CARS

LIVE TV

LISTINGS

NASCAR: Atlanta
Race: Sunday, 1830-2300hrs, 

Premier Sports

FRIDAY–SUNDAY
Stoneleigh Park,

Coventry
Race Retro
Starts 0930hrs Admission see
website Web raceretro.com

SATURDAY
Guernsey,

Channel Islands
Guernsey Rally
Starts 0900hrs Admission free
Web gmccc.co.uk

SUNDAY
Knockhill circuit,

Fife
Grant Construction Rally Stages
Starts 0831hrs Admission TBC
Web borderecossecarclub.com

NASCAR will race in Atlanta

Audi quattro at Race Retro

With Fernando Alonso set to
take on the Le Mans 24 Hours
this year and generating even
more interest in the great race,
there’s no better time to look
back at the 2017 running.

All the major moments are
captured and relived in the
official review DVD, including
how Porsche and Toyota
capitulated, how an LMP2 car
almost took outright victory, and
the fantastic GTE Pro battle that
went down to the final lap.

There are several chapters
including start, dusk and dawn,
meaning you can break the race
into manageable segments as
at 240 minutes in length it’s
certainly a long watch.

At times it’s also a little difficult

to follow what is going on as
huge chunks are cut out and
a run-down of the order could
probably be shown a little
more often to help with this.

Accompanying the fantastic
pictures is live commentary
that was provided by Radio Le
Mans during the event.

This is both great and a little
frustrating. It works well in
that the excitement in the
commentators’ voices is not
laid over the top weeks or
months later in a studio.

A downside of this is the
constant non-stop talking,
which works fine for radio as the
commentator ‘paints a picture’
in the listener’s head. But in a
DVD review it doesn’t allow

the pictures to breathe and in
a review this long it starts to
feel a little overwhelming
come the end.

There are also moments
where the commentary doesn’t
overlap with the pictures
correctly or information
said is incorrect, which
again, does make it a little
confusing at times.

There are also some bonus
features on the DVD, the best
of which is Toyota’s Kamui
Kobayashi’s on-board
qualifying lap-record.

As ever Duke Video doesn’t
disappoint and this is a solid
addition to the collection for any
motorsport fan.

Stefan Mackley

DVD REVIEW LE MANS 24 HOURS 2017

LeMans2017reviewisavailablenow 

Ford and Porsche battled until the last lap at Le Mans

It’s that time of the week where 
there’s the latest instalment from 
The Great History Of The 24 
Hours Of Le Mans series 
(Thursday, 1400-1500hrs). The 
1969-running would feature the 
closest finish in the event’s history 
as Jacky Ickx and Hans Herrmann 
battled for the lead in the closing 
minutes, as well as the final 
appearance for the Ford GT40.

Then on Friday continue 
watching the 2017 Super 
Formula season with round 
six from Sugo (0700-0900hrs), 
as Frenchman Pierre Gasly 
attempted to take a hat-trick of  
wins and the championship lead 
in the penultimate meeting.

From the warm comfort of  
your living room enjoy the thrills 
and spills on the snow of Rally 
Sweden as Sebastien Ogier 
leads the way after his season-
opening win in Monte Carlo 
(Friday, 2100-2200hrs).

There’s the chance to once again 
watch highlights of  the Bathurst 
12 Hours at the iconic Mount 
Panorama circuit in Australia 
(Sunday, 0730-0930hrs).

And catch-up with the Race 
of Champions from Saudi 
Arabia, as former F1 driver 
David Coulthard beat strong 
competition from across the globe 
to record his second win in the 
event (Sunday, 2200-2300hrs). 

TV GUIDE




















