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By Rob Ladbrook

Red Bull became the
firstFormula 1 team to
run its new challengeron
Monday at Silverstone,
with driver Daniel
Ricciardo confident
thatit has the potential
to overhaul Mercedes
and Ferrari this year.

The British team unveiled
itscaratthestart of this
week, moments before
takingtothetrack to
conductafilming day with
Ricciardoat the wheel.

“There’sagood intensity
atthisteamrightnow,” said
Ricciardo. “We all know we
have work todotoachieve
what we want, but we all
have ashared desire to
__ attackthisyear.”
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Milton Keynes team completes roll-out

By RobertLadbrook

Daniel Riccardo believes
that Red Bull Racing is well
placed to take the fight to
both Mercedes and Ferrari
thisyearwithitsnew RB14
Formula 1 challenger.

The Milton Keynes squad
unveiled itsnew grand prix
machine viaan onlinelaunch
on Monday, before giving the car
itsfirstlapsat Silverstonefora
filming day as Motorsport News
closed for press.

Thenew car wasrevealedin
astrikingnew black and blue
digital camouflagelivery, but the
team saysitsactualrace colours
will be unveiled at next week’s
firsttestin Barcelona.

Thenew car features “abigger
acreagefor change”inthe
bodywork design than most
years, said aRed Bull statement.
Pointing out the “introduction of
the haloand the new exclusion
zoneson therear of the car that
effectively remove shark fins,
monkey seatsand T-wings”
asparticular areas of change.

While early details are sketchy,
the RB14hasaremodelled nose,
largely different bargeboards
and sculpted, high sidepods
designed totightly package
the TAG-Heuer-branded
Renault power unit.

Thenew aerodynamic tweaks
are expected tosuit Red Bull,
which made the biggest inroads
of any teaminlast year’s
development battle.

Havingstarted the season
over half-a-second adrift of both
Mercedes and Ferrari, the team
managed toaddress many of the

Verstappen (left) andRicciardo can threaten the top spots

flawsinitsRB13andgoonto
win two of thelast six grands
prixandtake thirdin the
Constructors’ Championship.

When asked about the mood
intheteam and whether he
believed they can go head-to-
head with Mercedes and Ferrari
thisyear, Ricciardo said: “Ifeel
there’sagood intensity here.
Everybodyisn’t gettingtoo
excited right now because we
know we have alot of work still
todoif weare goingtoachieve
what we wanttobeachievingthis
season. But we all know for sure
that we have ashared desire to
attack thisseason.

“Ibelieve we can beat Mercedes
and Ferrari. Last year we
improved the car massively and,
in principle, we should be able to
carry that overfromlast yearto
thisseasonastherulesaren’t
much different. Obviously we
can’tbe certain that we can win
from the start, as we don’t know
what everybody else has done.
ButI'm confident.”

Dutchman Max Verstappen
expressed his concerns over the
new halodevice, but said he was

hopeful the team could avoid
the slowstartthatdented last
year’scampaign.

“Thehaloisveryugly,soI’'m
notlookingforward tothat,” said
Verstappen. “But hopefully the
car will be strong from the start.
If we can have a good platform
from the beginning, and not be
chasingthe otherslike we were
lastyear, that’sthe most
importantthing.

“Last year’s car was great fun
todrive, much better than before
[the currentrulescycle]. They’'re
hardertoovertake with so
perhaps we shouldlook at
makinga carlessreliant on front
and rear wings and with more
mechanical grip, butIreally
enjoy driving these current cars.

“Themoodis good within the
team, and everybody israringto
goagain.lalwaystrytodothe
bestIcananyway, solhaven’t got
any specific goalsaseveryraceto
meisanother chance towin. Last
year we had some tracks that
really suited us and some that
didn’t, sonow we have tofind out
the strengths and weaknesses
withthenew car.”

MARTIML

Williams is confident thatitsnew
FWA41 challenger can be a “step
change” in performance over

last year’s disappointing chassis.
Theteamhasadopted a different
aerodynamic design philosophy
for this car thanits predecessors.
Thenewmachineisthefirstto
bedesigned under the eye of
former Mercedes technical head
Paddy Lowe and ex-Ferrari
aerodynamicist Dirk de Beer.
Theteamhopesit canimprove
fromlast year’s slump tofifthin
the Constructors’ Championship.
“Wearetryingtoachievean
element of step change, and not
justaprogression,” said Lowe.

New Williams aims to cease the team’s slide down the Constructors’ tahle

“Thenew car hasmany features,
andtheteamhaspursueda
very different aerodynamic
concept, which has allowed
ustomakesignificant progress
inaero performance.

“AllF1carsareanevolution
of what has gone before to some
extent, butthe FW41 does involve
anumber of departures from the
directions we’ve pursued in the
past. The philosophy we are
startingtoseeemergeisanew
approach to the collaboration
between aerodynamics and design
toachieve optimum results.”

Themostnotabledifferences on
the Williams involve aremodelled

The FW41 features all-new
aerodynamic direction

nose incorporatinga Mercedes-
style fin underneath to better split
theair toward the sidepods. The
bargeboards are heavily changed,
and are coupled to Ferrari-style
high, sculpted sidepods.

The cashinjection from drivers
Lance Stroll and Sergey Sirotkin
isexpected tocomeasaboostto
Williams’ development programme
forthenew car.

“Broadly we’ve hitthe
performance targets we set
internally, but there are a couple of
caveats,” said Lowe. “We definitely
want toseealap time gain against
the guys who were taking pole
positionslastyear.”
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of its new F1 challenger

RB14’s new nose and heavily reworked sidepods

TheHaas F1Team has
worked to make itsnew
caramore stable platform
forthis yearinaneffortto
cure the unpredictability
of 2017.

The American squad was
thefirsttorelease images
of itsnew challenger, the
VF-18,1last week. The car
islargely acarry-overin
terms of design, with the
main changesbeingthe
mandated shortening of
the shark fin engine cover
and theintegration of the
halo safety device.

The team says much of
itsdesignfocushasgone
intoaerodynamic tuning,
aswellasaddressingthe
handling deficiencies that
hamperedtheoldcar
throughout lastseason.

Team owner Gene Haas
said: “Weeliminated a
lot of variables
where we knew
wewere
weak.
We’ve

Haas launches its ‘evolved’ F1 challenger

focused on whatit’s going
totaketogetourcartobe
consistentand close that
gaptothetopteams.”
Team boss Gunther
Steineradded: “Thebiggest
partof the car’s evolution
wasthehalo. Ittook quite
abitof study by the
aerodynamicists, but
thedesignershad to work
hard tomodify the chassis
soitcould withstand the
necessary loads.
“Thetotal weight has
increased, butthere’sa
higher centre of gravity
with thehalo. But,
everybody’sinthe same
boatwithit. Thisisan
evolution of last year’s car,
lessabout reinvention and
more aboutrefinement.”

Haasis asimilar
designto 2017

Refreshed factory Renault squad aims to keep progressing after mass recruitment and development

adherence toan ambitious plan.
“Our headline targetis to

show continued progression

through results. We want to

be able to showcase our

progressioninevery regard;

power unit, chassis, operations,

drivers. Everything must

improve and we must

continue to grow.”

Abiteboul. “Last year we made
alot of progress. It was about
rebuilding, recruiting,
investing. Over the past yearI've
seen progression in so many
areas; fromninth to sixthin the
Constructors’ and in many races
we were fourth fastest on the
grid. It’satestament toour
drive, commitmentand

Renault Sport F1 Team boss Cyril
Abiteboul says theteam has
“everythingtobe positive about”
after unveilingitsnewR.S.18.
Thenewmachine will beraced
by Spaniard Carlos SainzJrand
German Nico Hulkenberg, and
marksthe team’s biggest effort
since RenaultreturnedtoFlasa
fullfactory teamin 2016 after

acquiringthe assets of the Lotus
operation andreturningtothe
Enstone technical facility.
TheR.S.18isthefirstcartobe
developed by the team’s new
technical staff, of whichmore
than 100 have beenrecruited
since the start of the programme.
“We have everythingtobe
positive aboutfor this year,” said

New Renault is quite a
looker, barring the halo...

WILLIAMS: ‘PAY DRIVER’ TAG IS UNFAIR > 9 > PAGE4
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WILLIAMS HITS OUT AT
— 1| 'UNFAIR’ PAY DRIVER TAG

Sirotkin and Stroll were chosen on merit, not money, says team head
Kubica. “Iltwas i!nportal’ﬂ_ tohave _“u

the chance to drive. The simulator
plays animportantrole,aslam
part of this projectitis important
to build up alink between that
and the real world.”

Photos: LAT

F1 ROUND-UP

Robert’s testing role
Robert Kubica has confirmed his
programme with Williams for this
year, which will involve the Pole
driving in three practice sessions.
Kubica lost out to Sergey Sirotkin
in the huntforthe second race
seat, butwill be the team’s reserve
driver. He will drive in FP1 in Spain,
Austria and Abu Dhabi. “l willdo

Bottas: Halo fine
Mercedes racer Valtteri Bottas says the
halo device didn't prove a hindrance i
to him when he conducted his first Lo
race runs in the team's new caron its
simulator. “Inthe simI've already done a
race simulation with the halo, and | have
to say during the race | never noticedit,”
said Bottas. “Initially it's something new,
it looks different —some people say it's
not nice atall. But| thinkit's just amatter . |
oftime before everybody gets used to ' ) N e MR _T_ . L-r: Lowe, Williams,

them. If it can avoid even one injury — . . q
big or small —thenit's agood device.” Sirotkin, Stroll, Kubica

Verstappen:Not fine By Rob Ladbrook the second least experienced driver
Max Verstappen, on the other pairingin F1 with just ToroRosso’s
hand, isn’t afan of the halo. “It’s Williams deputy team principal line-up having fewer starts.
quite heavy — over six kilogrammes Claire Williams has hit out at Despite the criticism, Williams said at
orso - it's notfavourable for me,” anyone throwing the ‘pay driver’ theteam’slaunch eventin Londonlast
he said. “Being a taller driver and tag at the team’s drivers this week that people judging her drivers
also a bit heavier than most, it's not season, saying itis unfair. purely on the size of their wallets
ideal. Butlwon’tbe changing my Williams has come under fire— wasn’tfair.
training to compensate as I'll likely particularly on social media-since “It’snothingnew that drivers come
feel unwell during the races if1do.” announcingthe signing of Russian to F1 with money, and thank goodness

Sergey Sirotkin asits secondrace they do,” said Williams. - .
No problems;Ric driver for this year. “It would be incredibly naive for Lance StrollisWilliams’most experienced race driver, with just 20 starts
Daniel Ricciardo reckons he needs to Sirotkin, who beat numerous other anyone tomake that statement, saying
get better at driving through problems, driverstotheseat-including Robert ‘He[Sirotkin]isjustapay driver’. It’s “It’snothing unusual. Fernando that we should not be doingin this
rather than continually chasing ideal Kubica—isreportedly bringinga greatadriver hasfinancial interests Alonsoisaprimeexample. Santander sportanymore.
set-ups. The Red Bull ace outscored financial package worth around from partners—it’s great for theteam, [bank] followed him around every “There are commercial issues, of
team-mate Max Verstappen last year, £15million to Williams tofund his it’sgreat for thedriver. team that he’s been to. You could course, but we make our decisions
but was out-qualified by the Dutchman drive, made possible by the backing “Thisisan expensive sport, notjust suggest that he’sapay driver — based on talent, based on what Paddy
andfinished second best to him in five of the Russian SMP Bank. F1,atgrassrootslevel too. We’d miss Iwouldn’tdosuchathing. [Lowe, technical director] and his
of the seven races where they both Sirotkin’sarrival alongside Lance outonsomuchtalentcominginto F1if “Ithink the terminology or vocab engineering team needsin order to
finished. “I feel some of my strengthis Stroll, whoalsobringshealthybacking  driversdidn’thavefinancial backing around pay driversis wrong, it’s take this team forward, not about

my ability to feel the car,” said Ricciardo. totheteam viahisfather Lawrence’s supporting them through the junior inappropriate and it’s unnecessary. any potential financial backing
“I'm quite sensitive to things, but fashion empire, means the teamhas formulae, and bringingtheminto F1. It puts negativity around a driver that they have.”

sometimes that's to my detriment,
where | would be better off just driving
through something as opposed to
being ‘oh, we need to stop and change
that' Sometimes just throw the book
outthe window and just drive.”

Ferrari reports early hoost in engine development for 2018

Merc’s threats

Mercedes will have to take McLaren Ferrarihasreported thatits avoidinga drop in power. It will not feature an alloy steel
and Renault seriously this year, new Formula1enginehashit will begin the year with a piston concept.

with team head Toto Wolff tipping itsreliability targetsonthedyno, developed version of last Work on Ferrari’snew spec
both to be potential title rivals. anditisunderstood thatfurther  season’s power unit. engine has been intense because
Renault’s works operation has combustion upgrades could Itisalsounderstood that of subtle tweaks torulesfor 2018,
grown in stature since ittook arriveduringthis season. Ferrariengine chief Corrado which hasincluded a further
over the remains of Lotus, while With the FTA mandating that Iottiisleadinga programmeto clampdown on oil burn. Teams
McLaren now has Renault power teams must now use nomore introduce anew cylinder head arenow limitedin the types of
after ditching Honda. “We are than three engines per season laterin the season, which will oil they can use and must submit
taking Ferrari, McLaren and without penalty—down one help the pre-combustion phase detailed readings of oil use to
Renaultvery seriously,” said unitfrom fourlastyear—Ferrari  of theenginecycle and could the FIA each weekend asthe
Wolff. “These guys can fight fora hasfocused much of its winter especially help challenge governingbody’s attempt to
championship and some others development on the new-spec Mercedes’ advantage with prevent teamsusing oil for
might be surprising us.” Ferran s engineers are confldent in their new engine unitonfindingreliability while qualifyingmodes. The engine power boostreasons.
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‘Cammish will take
Shedden’s place’

Dynamics swap, page 6
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Three-time British Touring Car
champion Gordon Shedden says that
he can win the World Touring Car Cup
inhismaiden season in the category
after confirminga deal with the Belgian

WRT Racing team last week.

The Scot, who left the Team Dynamics
BTCCsquad lastseason, will drivean
Audi S3LMSintherevamped WTCR
series, which will this year use TCR cars
astheheadlineact. Shedden drove for
the team as a one-off in the final rounds
in Dubailast season and took pole

positionand asecond placeashe
played wingman to his title-chasing
team-mate, Jean-Karl Vernay.
“I'showed in Dubai whatIcandoand
Ifeel very comfortable with the team
already,” said 39-year-old Shedden.
“Itisanexcitingnew challenge, but
Ifeelready forit. There will be some
newtrackstolearn, butthey are only
asequence of left-and right-hand

corners, surely?”

Hesaid he waslooking forward to
gettingto grips with the new Audi.

Shedden will drive
an Audi in WTCR

“Iam veryimpressed with it.I went to
Germany toseeitin the flesh two weeks
ago,and thelevel of engineeringthat’s
goneintoitissuperb,” said Shedden.
“Ialsothink thatit’s greatthatitisa
saloon shape. Most of the others out
there are hatchbacks so the car will
stand out. Ithasanice silhouette.”

Shedden isthelatest touring car
champion to commit to the series
joining World Touring Car title
winners Yvan Muller, Rob Huff
and Thed Bjork.

M_

KubicaisWilliamsF1 reserve

Kubica tests Manor
Ginetta LMP1 car

RobertKubica was duetotest
with the Manor TRS LMP1
team in Spain this week as
henearsadeal tojoin the World
Endurance Championship.

ThePolish starispart of the
Williams F1team asitstestand
reserve driver for this year, and
will take partin selected F1
sessions (seestory, left).

However, Kubicais known
tobe chasingafull-timerace
programme outside of that
and wasduetojoin Manorina
three-day testat Aragon torun
inthe team’s Ginetta G60-LT-P1,
which began on Monday as MIN
closed for press.

Should the deal come off,
Kubica would join McLaren’s
Fernando Alonsoon the LMP1
grid for the forthcoming WEC
2018/19 super season.

Manor will field two Ginettasin
the WEC, and has already signed
Formula2driver Oliver Rowland
and Ginettafactoryracer Charlie
Robertson for the programme.

The WEC’s controversial
decision tomove the date of its Fuji
round toallow Alonsoto contest
allracesalso clears the way for
Kubicatorunadual programme.

Kubica previously hada WEC
dealin placeforlast season with
the privateer ByKolles LMP1 team.
However, he withdrew from the
agreement before the start of
theyearafter notdrivingin the
prologuetestat Monza. Atthetime
hesaid the decision was “nota
definitive goodbye” to the WEC.

Dillon takes Daytona win
but only leads one lap

Austin Dillon took a surprise win
in the Daytona 500 last weekend —
despite only leading onelap of
what turned out to be adramatic
NASCAR Cup season-opener.

The Richard Childress Racing
driver pounced on the final tour as
hebattled with Denny Hamlin and
Aric Almirola.

Dillon tipped Almirolainto a spin
and charged clear of Hamlin -who
was also passed by Darrell Wallace
Jr-totake the victory.

“Idid whatIhad to dothere atthe
end,” Dillon said. “I hate it for the
number 10 [Almirola’s] guys. We
hadarun,andIstayedinthe gas.

“Isaid [after] my first win
Icouldn’tbeatit, but this does.”

Ryan Blaney had dominated
much of therace buta caution
period with 101aps to go put an end
to his victory hopes.

Hamlin got ahead of Blaney on the
restartand as Kurt Busch and Blaney
contested second the pair collided,
sparking an 11-car pile-up.

There had earlier been another
large collision triggered by Brad
Keselowski battling with Chase
Elliott. Italso eliminated Jimmie
Johnson, Kevin Harvick and
Danica Patrick, ending her final
NASCARraceearly.

European Formula 3
frontrunner Maximilian
Gunther will switch to F2 for
this season. The 20-year-old
German finished third in the
F3 standings lastyearin his
third season in the category
but will now move to F2 with
the Ardensquad... Carlinhas
confirmed afifth driver for Euro
F3 this season with Euroformula

: Openrunner-up Nikita Troitskiy

: thelatest to commit. Elsewhere

: inthe category, German squad

: Ma-Con has made a surprise

3 return running what is expected
! tobeasingle carfor ADAC F4

i racewinner Julian Hanses. ..

: Sauberdevelopmentdriver
: Tatiana Calderon will switch
: tothe Jenzer Motorsport

: team for her third season

OUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: of GP3 this year. The 24-year-
: old has claimed just nine

: pointsin her GP3 career

: todate, with the Arden and
: DAMS teams, finishing

: 18thinthe standingsin

i 2017... Lexus will enter the full
: Blancpain GT Series for the

¢ firsttime this season with a pair
: of RCFGT3swithadriver line-
! upthatincludes ex-F1 racer

: ChristianKlien... Paul di Resta

: will contest another

: two rounds of the IMSA

: SportsCar Championship

: thisyear with United

: Autosports. Di Resta made

: his debutwith the team in

: lastmonth’s Daytona 24

: Hours and will now contest

: the Sebring 12 Hours and the :
: six-hour Watkins Glenrace... : Lexuswillrace inBlancpain GT

The new Formula 2 car
was shaken down for
the firsttime ata snowy
Magny-Cours last
week.The cax, which
featuresthehalo
cockpit protection
device, was delivered
toteams atthe end of
Januaryand theyhave
spentthe pastcouple
of weeks assembling
them.TheF22018hasa
3.4-litre turbocharged
V6 engine and a total

of 325 laps were
completed inthe new
machinery,despite the
freezing conditions at
the French circuit.

Cosworth in talks to supply IndyCar engines

Cosworthisintalks with
IndyCar about becomingan
engine supplier for the series.
Currently only Honda and
Chevrolet supply IndyCar
engines but category bosses
areinterested in gettinga
third company on board.
Cosworthis “constantly in
talks” but admits that it would
need the support of an original

| IndyCar seeks new supplier

equipment manufacturer to help
fund the project. The company
hasnot supplied an engine in top-
line US open-wheel racing since
the demise of Champ Car in 2008.

“We have a fantastic motor
racing heritage and Cosworthis
keen to go top-flight racing again
with theright OEM partner,”
said Cosworth managing director
of powertrains Bruce Wood.

“Youcandoitvery
economically, compared to
other categories, and you don’t
needtoownateam.”

IndyCar bosses have previously
said a third manufacturer would
have tofinalise its plans by the
summer of 2018 to join the grid
assoon as 2020.
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By Matt James
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Double Porsche Carrera Cup GB
champion Dan Cammish will join
Matt Neal in the Team Dynamics
Honda British Touring Car
Championship team this season.
The 28-year-old will replace Gordon
Shedden in thefactory Honda team

line-up. Hisdeal to join the squad was
announced on Thursday last week.

“Itisadream opportunity for me,”
said Cammish. “Chanceslike this
don’tcomeupeveryday.”

It willmark Cammish’sfirstracing
campaignin afront-wheel-drive car,
butthe Leeds man says heisnot
daunted by that prospect.

“Iam with one of the more
experienced teams out there, so there
will be data to pick over, and I have
Matt Neal alongside me too. What
hedoesn’tknow about the BTCCisn’t
worth knowing,” said Cammish.

“Alsolook at what [2017 champion]
Ash Sutton did too: he was used toracing
rear-wheel-drive, jumped into front-
wheel-drive with Renault Clios and
thenthe MGBTCC carand wasa
winner and then went back torear-
wheel-drivelast year and took the title
inthe Subaru Levorg. It can be done
and I will be givingiteverythingto
tryand make thisasuccess.”

Team co-owner and driver Neal
said he was thrilled to have secured

Cammish’s services for the season.

“Thisisagreatsigningforus, Dan
hasbeen very successfulinevery
championship he has competed in
over theyears,” said Neal. “ He’s
incredibly difficult to pass and knows
how to defend a position. Weneeded
someone with hisstandingtohelp the
team challenge for overall honoursinall
three championships this year. The goal
istocome away with as much silverware
attheend of the season as possible.

“Dan knows how to handle himself
inthis highly competitive championship.
He conducts himself with
professionalism and is good on
camera, hereally ticks all the boxes
asareplacement for Shedden.”

Emson’s bid

Ginetta Junior Winter Series racer
Tom Emson will step up to the
main series for the first time this
year. He will again compete as a
privateer having taken a best
result of 12th in the Winter Series
lastyear.

Mini switch

The Mini Challenge JCW
Championship will support the DTM's
return to Brands Hatch after securing a
calendar change. The single-make
series will hold two races on the
undercard of the German touring car
category's event on the Brands Hatch
Grand Prix Circuit on August 11/12.
The event will replace the series’
originally scheduled races alongside
the British GT Championship at Brands
aweek earlier. “Having the chance to
run alongside DTMis areally rare
opportunity and something we didn't
want to turn down,” said championship
promoter Antony Williams.

Butel remains

LMP3 Cup racer Jack Butel will
remain with the Speedworks
Motorsport squad in the series
this year. The 21-year-old took
one winin his first season out of
single-seaters last term and
finished third in the standings.

Burns and BMR

Renault UK Clio Cup driver Bradley
Burns will race in the series under the
BMR Academy banner with Team Pyro
this year. The 16-year-old contested
the final three rounds of last season and
impressed by qualifying second for the
Brands Hatch finale. He will now
benefit from BMR support, just like
Ash Sutton did when he won the Clio
crownin 2015.

SuperTrofeo winners
British drivers Jack Bartholomew
and James Pull won both races of
the UAE Lamborghini Super Trofeo
championship in Dubai at the
weekend. Bartholomew now leads
the championship by 14 points,
and will team up with Pull once
again for the final round at the
Dubai Autodrome.

Jackson and Motorbase Performance part ways after eight-year BTCC history

Mat Jackson has parted ways with
the Motorbase Performance British
Touring Car Championship team,
despite having signed a deal to
race with the squad in 2018.
Jackson was announced as a
Motorbase Ford Focus driver at
the Autosport International Show
in the middle of January, buta
statement issued by the team last
week said that they had now split.
Team boss David Bartrum said:
“Mat has been a fantastic driver
for Motorbase Performance and
I’ve enjoyed all of the years that

we have worked together. We’ve had
some great times, but like all things
in life, things move on.

“Motorbase has been around
for 15 years and 2018 marks our
12th seasonracingin the BTCC,
Mat has been a big part of that
history, however, drivers come and
go and good teams carry on racing.
Iwish Mat all the bestin everything
he does in the future. It’s been great
working with him and we shall
all miss him.”

Jackson said that the deal had
been called off on Wednesday last

week, and he was now unlikely
tofeature in the championship
in 2018.

“This has left me with very little
time ahead of the new season and
therefore I am highly likely to
be a spectator instead,” he said.

Motorbase Performance tested
with its two remaining drivers,
Sam Tordoff and Tom Chilton,
at Brands Hatch on Monday.

The Motorbase statement said
that Jackson’s replacement in
the Shredded Wheat Ford Focus
RS will be announced soon.

Jackson expects to be a“spectator”in 2018 after the late separation

Jelley will
handle BMW

Team Parker Racing switches to a BMW for 2018 as Jelley stays on

where you want it to be. The
engine bayis spotless. Itis
aproperracingcar.

“Ijust want to get back to the
sharpend. Anything we do this
year will be an improvement
onlast year, but this givesusa
chance to be competitive and
to battle where we should be
battling. I simply can’t wait to
getoutthereinthisnew car.”

Team Parker hasalwaysruna
Focusssinceitfirstentered the
BTCCin 2015.

Stephen Jelley will remain in the
British Touring Car Championship
this season, but his Team Parker
Racingsquad has switched from
aFord FocustoaBMW 125i M Sport.

Jelley, aformer single-seater
and Porscheracer, returned
tothe BTCC last season after
seven yearsracing sportscars.
However, he had atorrid season
in the Focus and finished 34th
in the standings.

“We knew things had to change
for this year,” said the 35-year-

old, who won two races while
driving for WSRinaBMW in
2009. “Istill had stronglinks
with WSR and we started talking
tothem at the end of last season
abouta BMW. It was the only
way I wanted to go.”

Jelley will drive one of the
team’s 2017 machines, which
will be fitted with a 2016-spec
engine. WSR moved to the new
B48motor last year.

Jelley said: “The car fitslikea
glove already: everythingisjust
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BRDC British F3 drive for Cadwick

Chadwick remains in
British F3 with Douglas

Jamie Chadwick will remain in
the BRDC British Formula 3
Championship this season,
moving to Douglas Motorsport.

The 19-year-old, who won the
British GT4 Championship in
2015, finished ninth in the points
last year with Double R Racing -
taking a best result of third.

She said: “I wanted to come
back with Double R but all
their seats were fullsoI had a
conversation with Wayne
[Douglas, team principal] and it
seemed like areally good fit.

“Heruns areally good team and
Iwill work with my engineer from
last year which is really important.

“It [the title] has got to be my
aim, the whole point of doing two
yearsis soIcanhave a bigpush
for the championship.

“I beat Nicolai Kjaergaard [who is
alsoreturning for a second season
with Carlin] last year so in terms of
the second-year drivers I'm doing
OK but there are some quick drivers
coming up soit’s definitely going to
be tough.”

Douglas believes that Chadwick
will be challenging at the front of
the series, which begins at Oulton
Park on March 31.

“She should be one of the best
second year drivers,” he said. “She’s
worked hard on her fitness over
the winter and we work alongside
Double R so she will have the same
engineer. I think she should be up
at the front.”

~ Billy Monger believes heisnot “too

British F3 to “reward
overtakes” with points

A point will be awarded to drivers
inthe BRDC British Formula 3
Championship for every position
they gain followinga rule shake-up
intheseries.

The points will only be awarded
for the second race of the weekend,
which will useareverse grid based
on finishing positions from race one.

Previously, only the top eight were
reversed butall cars thatfinishrace
one-and setafastestlap within 103
per centof the overall fastestlap—
willnow bereversed.

The points will be awarded based
on thenumber of positions gained
between startand finishing
positions, and have been introduced
by ex-F1driver Jonathan Palmer’s
MotorSport Vision company —
which operates BRDC British F3
—topromote overtaking.

Palmersaid: “MSV hasahistory
of beinginnovative to maximise the
appeal of motorsport, and with the
fullreverse grid system, coupled
with a carefully derived points
system, the BRDC British F3
championship will produce some
captivatingracingfor drivers, teams
andfanstoenjoy whilstaddingto
thelearning valuefor drivers by
giving them far more opportunities
toovertakeand reward them
whentheydo.”

The grid forrace three will remain
based on thefastestlap achievedin
eitherthefirstorsecondrace.

Monger has been using
hand controls in testing

faraway” from securingadealtorace
in BRDC British Formula 3this year.

The 18-year-old has begun a testing
programme with Carlin ashe attempts
tomake a comeback after his horrific
accidentat Donington Park last April.

Monger suffered amputations to both
of hislegsfollowingthe crashinthe
final British F4race of the weekend.

He completed hisfirsttestinasingle-
seater since theaccidentatasnowy
Oulton Park earlier thismonth and has

alsobeen outat Brands Hatch last week.

“Idon’tthink we’re too far away,
I’ve got a few more sponsors to
find,” Monger told MN. “It’s a bit
overwhelming to think how far
we’ve come butI'm grateful for the
team for giving me the opportunity
toshow what I can do.I’'m back where
Iwanttobe.

“If you had told me last AprilthatI
would be testingin a British F3 car
with Carlin this year, you would’ve had
topinchme.It’sanew car and new
controlsbutI'm gettingused toit.

“I'mbraking withmy [prosthetic]leg

stilland therest of itis on the steering
wheel. The one thing that hasreally
moved placeisthe throttle whichis
now on the left side of the wheel. Then
onanormal car you would change
[gear]up on theright side and down on
the left but on mine they’re both on the
same side. We’ve been working with the
seriestomake sure all the controls work
and tomake sure there’snoadvantage.”
Monger targeted aracereturnassoon
asheregained consciousness fromthe
crash and has been working with Carlin
onmakingacomeback since last July.

“I’vebeen doingalot of stuff with
Carlin, going on the simulator and
trying different forms of controlling
thecar,” heexplained. “Ithink it was
last July whenmy friend [British F4
champion] Jamie Caroline introduced
metotheteam. They said I could use
their simulator whenever I wanted
toand then we got talking about what
Iwantedtodo [racing-wise].

“I'mdoingmore testingthan
Iwould’ve doneif Thadn’thad
my accidentin terms of figuring
outthecontrols.”

i Duo stay with
\ Fortec for 2018

Fortec retains Ericsson and Hoggard in British Formula 4

British Formula 4 drivers Hampus
Ericsson and Johnathan Hoggard
will remain in the series this year
with Fortec Motorsport.

Ericsson won the Challenge Cup
title last season, completing seven
events, and MNreported last October
that he planned to launch a title bid
in 2018. This has now been confirmed
while Hoggard, who only contested
four meetings last term, will also be
back for a full year.

“Last year my priority was to
focus on my education and GCSE
examinations,” said Hoggard,
who took one podium in 2017.
“This meant I was only able to
compete in four meetings at the
end of the season.

“Winter testing has gone
exceptionally well. Fortec have
given me fantastic support and
guidance to ensure I am fully
prepared for this season.”

American adventure for 2014 Formula Ford Festival winner Raven

James Raven will compete in the
ProMazda Championship in
2018 after agreeing a deal

with DeForce Racing.

The 2014 Formula Ford Festival
winner, 23, recently tested one of
the squad’s F4 US Championship
cars at the series’ official test,
which Raven produced the
fastest time at. The driver and
team have been working on adeal
since, and Raven will join fellow
Brit Harrison Scott in the Road to

Indy affiliated Pro Mazda
for the first two rounds, at
St Petersburg (March 10/11)
and Barber Motorsports
Park (April 21/22).

“I’veliterally got nothingto
lose, I know I have two, maybe
threerounds atthe mostsoI’'m
goingtotryand win and I’'ll push
for the win on every occasion,”
said Raven. “Hopefully I can be
quickin the test and that will give
us anidea of where we stand.”

Raven will test for the first time
this weekend at an official test
atthe Homestead Miami track.

ProMazdahasanew
Tatuus-18 chassis for this
year which is expected to
equalise the competition.

The winner of the
championship earnsa
subsidised entry into the
following year’s Indy Lights
Championship, whichis one
rung below IndyCar.

Ravenwill race in Pro Mazda for the first two rounds
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Just 12 teams at

Mondello Fiestarace

The Murray Motorsport
team of Michael Cullen,
John Denning, Barry
English and Hugh Grennan
rebuffed constant attack
from the Kellett Motorsport
equipe comprising Alan
and Keith Dawson, Sean
Woods and William Kellett
to take the honoursin

the Mondello Fiesta 6

Hour Endurance race

last weekend.

The Murray team initially
ran second as the sister
car, driven by Formula
Ford 1600 ace Niall
Murray, sprinted away
from the field.

Less experienced team-
mates and a succession of
dramas meant they
gradually dropped down
the field, despite Murray
lapping two seconds
quicker than therest at
one stage.

Rallycross duo Ciaran
Murphy and Vincent
O’Rourke -running with
Fiesta ST regular Simon
Quinn - had run third
initially but after some
great battles had to give
way to former Supercar
champion Johnny Whelan,
partnered by son Robert
and Johnny Taylor.

Stryker champion Alan
Auerbach, paired with
2015 World Hot Rod
champion Shane Murphy,
Mark Meenehan and
Steven Ross gradually
climbed the leaderboard,
though, and clinched an
impressive third place
inside the final hour.

Despite plenty of
demand for the event
from competitors
following the hugely
successful November
race, it was ultimately
poorly supported, with
only 12 teams competing
in the event.
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By Stephen Lickorish

OVE:

World karting champion Brett
Ward will make his carracing
debut this seasonin the Ginetta
GT5 Challenge.

The 20-year-old won the Senior

_' Rotax Max Challengelast season and
alsoclaimed the EuropeanIAME
X30 Senior crown.

Ward willnow compete for W2R
Motorsport—theracingarmof the
company that organises Ginetta’s
trackdays and the squad that powered
Michael Creesto the G40 Cup crown
lastseason—and hasalready impressed
team boss Ben Hyland in testing.

“That [signing Ward]isa
breakthrough for theteam,” said
Hyland. “We’ve won everything at
Am-levelin GT5, G40 Cupand GRDC
and Iwasreally keentofindaPro
driver. The GT5 Challenge will be the
one-make series to watch this year.
Gridsarefulland it’slookingexciting,
soIwanted tobe very much in the mix.

“Brettshoneimmediately and on
track I'venever seen adriver pick up
going from kartinginto cars so well
technically, and from a data point of
view. He was two tenths off our

Prodriver coachin testingsoit’s
excitingtimes.”

Theteamhasalsopurchaseda
Ginetta G55asitlookstomove further
uptheladder.

“An exciting thing for meis we have
justboughta GT4 Supercup car and
we’re back from testingin Spain at

Guadix,” added Hyland. “Our intention

istodosome GT Cuprounds.”

i

Ward will race
GT5 Challenge

The Ginetta GT5 Challenge
line-upjust keeps getting
better and better. Already a
host of championsandrace
winners from the junior
racingranks have
committed (there’s two
Junior Saloon Car
championsandaregular
winner, along with a Ginetta
Junior frontrunner). Now
it’sattractingtop talent from

TO.GINEi

WZRIMotorsporagwilllrum Zear-nlil injChallengep

kartingtoo—avery
important development.
Brett Ward may not be your
average karting graduate.
He’s20 yearsold forastart,
butboasts an impressive CV
with ahost of titles ranging
from national to European
and even world crowns.
Clearly Ginetta has struck
on an excellent formula for
the GT5 Challenge. Ithas

Frn
SV K

Huge grid and high-quality field means GTS Challenge set for a strong year

always achieved good grids
butitisthe quality atthe
front of the huge entry for
this year that really stands
out. With it benefiting from
both British Touring Car
and British GT support
slots, the seriesis showcased
on the two most significant
racingbillsin the UK, so
perhapsit’snothardto

see why.

..

Atthis point, itfeatures

the best entry of any of

the majorracingseriesin

the UK below the BTCC

with aninflux of drivers. =
Wardisjustthelatestin BN
thatlonglist. 53
@ There will be more on i
the success of the GT5
Challengein MN w
nextmonth. é

Stephen Lickorish

BRSCC’s new STXR Challenge creates more classes and opens door for higger grids

Three new classes have been
added to the XR Challenge
with Ford Fiesta STs set to
feature on an expanded

grid this year.

The British Racingand
Sports Car Club series has
beenrenamed the ST-XR
Challenge toreflect the
changes, which have proved
popular with competitors.

Previously the series was

have been created, including
one for abudget ST -known
asthe XR4in Australia.

“The changes have gone
down very, very well,” said
championship coordinator
Dave Fairclough. “We’ve got
aclassforthe Fiesta ST but
notin the same form as the
national series—it’sa very
budget one. Ithas afixed cage
and amandatory suspension

“Another classisfor XR2s
thatdon’t run limited-slip
differentials, but we will
allow them torun 30kg
lighter. Thatisaimed to
attract people fromthe
750 Motor Club [Classic
Stock Hatch] and the
Scottish XR2 series.

“Class Fisfor any front-
wheel-drive Ford with a limit
of 1800cc engine thatisaimed

costs of XR2sled tothe
serieslookingat other
carstoboostentries.

“If you want to build an
XR2 you’ve got to pay £3000
now for a good bodyshell,”
hesaid. “But you can buy an
ST now for £750-£1500 and it
doesn’thave any rust.”

The category will also
“spread its wings” in 2018
with the traditionally Oulton

: open to Fiesta XR2 and Si kit. We wanted it to be cost- toattract people who want to Park-based series visiting
= . : — E : models as well as the Escort effective and we’ve got seven race a Ford Puma.” othernortherntracksas
XR Challenge,renamed ST-XR Challenge,is now open tomore classes  XR3ibutnow new classes or eight cars in build. Fairclough added therising  well as Snetterton.
Mini step up for Fiesta Junior champ Davidson Porsche Slidesports switch for Ellinas

Fiesta Junior champion Jack
Davidson will graduate to the Mini
Challenge JCW series this year.

Davidson, who will be 16 in
March, will stick with Jamsport as
itmoves into the JCW class this
term. Davidson originally
intending to spend a season in the
senior Fiesta Championship.

“We were talking to the team boss
and worked out that this would be
the best move for development and
[learning] better racecraft,” said

Davidson. “Getting to grips with
the car, and with slicks as well, this
year’s just alearning season. I
won’t be doing anything stupid.
Hopefully next year will be the one
whereit’ll all come together and
we’ll do well.”

Davidson will test his ex-Jo
Polley car for two days at Guadix
in Spain this weekend before
making his debutin the JCW
Championship at Oulton Park on

the weekend of March 31/April 2.

Ellinas will return to Porsche Carrera Cup GBin2018

Porsche Carrera Cup GBracer
TioEllinas willmovetothe
Slidesports team for his second
season inthe category.

The Cypriot, whowasarace
winner in GP3and Formula
Renault3.5, finished sixthin
the standingslastterm with
JTR,takingabestresult of
second on his way to winning
therookieclass.

“I'mreally optimisticfor this
seasonand nowisthetimetogo

fortheoverall title,” he said.
“With the new caritisaresetfor
allthedrivers. There willnot be
asmuch testingavailable, so

it will belike starting from zero
for everyone.

“I'mlooking forward to
working with David
[Fairbrother, the team’s other
driver]and the Slidesports team,
Ithink we canreally start the
season on the frontfootand go
for the championship.”
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‘Ghinn’s Ralt will star | =" &, =
on HSCC display’ '

Race Retro attractions, below

Gravett’s Ford had
been stored away

Impney entries
Over200 invited pre-1967 cars
will take partin the fourth edition
ofthe Chateau Impney Hill Climb
over the weekend of July 7/8.
Competition will centre on the
885-metre course at the Droitwich
hotel, which drew 18,000 visitors
lastsummer. Star attractions will
include demonstration runs by the
1950 V16 BRM from the National
Motor Museum.

HSCC show

The HSCC will have an eight-car
display at Race Retro this weekend,
ranging from the front-engined, front-
wheel-drive Bond Formula Junior to the
2017 title-winning Classic Formula 3
Ralt RT3 of Gaius Ghinn. AMallock
Mk21 represents Classic Clubmans,
while the Road Sports classes are
illustrated by another 2017 title winner,
the Morgan +8 raced by Will Plant.

CHARLES
BARTER

Road Sportsace
Age: over65 Lives: Dorchester

He came down from
the hills

“I'think | gave up hillclimbing in
the early 1980s and at the time |
thought that was going to be the
end of my motor sport. Butit'sa
bitlike a drug andlacquired the
Datsun 240Z towards the end
of the 1980s and started racing
it with the HSCC in the early
1990s. I've raced it for over 20
yearsin Road Sports.”

gFg Shell

Rabbit

> YOKOHARA

He grewup around

the sport

“l have such wonderful memories
of motorracing inthe 1950s and
1960s, being dragged all over
Europe with my parentstoall
sorts of wonderful events. The
HSCC was the big attraction to
me, probably before the car. |
thought it would be fantastic

if | could race an historic car of
some description. Probably

Classic testing
Competitors entering the
Silverstone Classic (July 20-22)
will getthe chance to test for free
on the GP Circuit on May 2. With
the showpiece eventaiming at
1000 entries, space on the test
day will be limited and available
on afirst-come, first-served basis.
Forms are on the event website
atsilverstoneclassic.com.

SET FOR BIG MONEY

Ex-Gravett Sierra and former McRae Focus go under the hammer

one of my biggest mistakes was
suggesting that my son Julian
drove the Datsun many years
ago. He's quite ahandy driver!”

It’s the ex-Win Percy car

“Once | was decided historics was
where | wanted to go, | knew of the

Datsun, which belonged to Win

By Paul Lawrence

Two landmark competition

Fords from the 1990s are
expected to sell forup to
£200,000 each at the

Silverstone Auctions sale

at Race Retro on Friday.
The 1990 Ford Sierra

last20 yearsin storage.
Meanwhile an ex-Colin McRae
1999 Ford Focus WRChasa
target price of atleast £120,000.
The 1990 BTCC-winning
Sierra Cosworth was built and
run by the Trakstar team for
Gravett, but was also driven by
team boss Mike Smith and Stig

nine wins, eight pole positions
and eight fastestlaps.
Experiencedrace andrally
driver Nick Whale, MD at
Silverstone Auctions, raced
aBMW M3 against Gravett
inthe 1990 BTCC. He said:
“Theroll of honour for this
Cosworth is truly impressive

cars took over, making 1990 a
great swansong for this title-
winning RS500.”

The Focus WRC chassis 68335
contested 11 rounds of the 1999
World Rally Championship,
four of them with Colin
McRae. It was also rallied by
Petter Solbergand Thomas

GTSCC rounds

The 2018 schedule forthe GT and
Sports Car Cup will take in three UK
races before aseasonfinale atthe
Algarve Classic Festivalin October.
The pre'66 GT and pre '63 sports-
racing cars will have an extended

Cosworth RS500raced by Robb
Gravettistippedtosell forin
excess of £175,000 when put up
for auction after spending the

Blomgvist. Itisnow being
publicly offered for sale for the
first time. During arecord-
breaking 1990 season it took

andithas cemented its place
in BTCC history. Addingto

the provenance of this caris
thatin 1991 the new two-litre

Radstrom. McRae and Nicky
Grist used the car for Rally
Catalunya the Tour De Corse,
the Acropolis and Rally China.

Percy. He competed with it once or
twice at the time when he was
racing ‘Big Sam’.| know he did the
six-hourrelay at Silverstone in it
and | thought it would be ideal for
Road Sports.”

two-hour race at the Donington Historic
Festival and arace atthe Silverstone
International Trophy meeting in June as
wellas areturn to the Castle Combe
Classicinearly October.

Race Retro guest
Renowned F1 designers John
Barnard and Frank Dernie will
appearon the Live Stage at Race
Retro on Saturday. They will talk
abouttheir careers, the cars they

Itneeded arebuild

“The car was sold via a couple of
other owners in Dorset before
being parked upinan orchard. | got
it, along with a donor car, inarather

Dan Gurney to be remembered with tribute at Race Retro Show

sorry state. But it was rebuilt
around the original bodyshell.”

Ithasserved himwell
“I've raced itin 70s Road Sports
every season since 1994, winning
the overall title in 2001 and again in

Gurney raced McLaren

Thelate Dan Gurney will be
honoured at Race Retro by the
display of the McLaren MKk14A,
thelast Formula1carheraced.
American Gurney, who died
in January aged 86, won four
grands prix, including the 1967

Belgian Grand Prixin hisown

Eagle chassis entered by his

Anglo American Racersteam.
Afterthe death of Bruce

McLarenin 1970 Gurney became

involved with McLaren and drove
the M14A inseveral F1races. That

car will be on show from the
renowned Hall & Hall squad.
Eventdirector Lee Masters
said: “Dan Gurney wasa
motorsportlegend,andsoto
be ableto honour him at this
year’sshowisareal privilege.”

influenced and how their designs
are stillused in modern
motorsport. Barnard notably
worked for McLaren and Ferrari
while Dernie worked with Hesketh,
Lotus, Williams and Benetton.

Thruxton event
Historic Formula Fords, F2 and Super
Touring Cars will all be part of the 50th

2017.I've only missed occasional
races in 24 seasons. Ithas been
developed first with Tim Riley and

more recently Dave Jarman. Dave's nniversary Meeting at Thruxton (June
yDaveJarman.Daves | GOOIWoOd to mark | Pre-2006 touring cars welcomed into Super Touring Challenge | AniversaryMestingat Thruxion

work on afresh engine three years 5 2/3). A non-championship period

ago brought another step forward Porsc"e annlversary David Jarman, one of the ensure anongoingspectacle,” Formula Libre double-header will be for

in performance.” Porsche race cars from the founders of the Super Touring said Jarman. “Therearesomany | uptotwo-litre single seatersfrom F2,
company’s history will star movement, believes that the next great cars out therefromthat F3and FF2000. To honour Thruxton's

Heisachampionship at the Goodwood Festival of group of carsto come under the period and thereare cars at very F2 heritage, the BARC will present its

chairman Speed (July 12-15) as the historic umbrella will be reasonable prices.” Jochen Rindt Trophy to the top F2 racer.

event celebrates the 70th
anniversary of Porsche’s
first car, the 356.

Carsinaction on the hill
will range from early 356s
via the stunning 917 Le
Mans cars to modern day
GT cars. In addition,
Porsche cars will adorn the
event’s stunning Central
Feature for the third time.

The event will showcase
the range of Porsche’s
achievementsin a dedicated
batch within the Goodwood
Hillclimb, while other cars
will be on display. Alongside
astrong GT and prototype
contingent will be cars from
Porsche’s history in Formula
1, IndyCar and rallying.

D BIG REPORT FROM THE CAMBRIAN RALLY

pre-2006 touring cars.

Super 2000 cars from the FIA
WTCC and BT C-specification
BTCC carsfrom up to 2005 are
beingencouraged back into
racingin the Super Touring Car
Challenge, and Jarman says the

To date the Challenge has
focused on Super Touring cars
made up to the year 2000, as well
asearlier Group 2and Group A
cars, but the cut-off date has been
extended to takein the next
generation of touring cars.

“l just feel that you should put
something back into the sport as
you take so much out. | did that
with hillclimbing as one of the
founders of the Hillclimb and Sprint
Association. | was very happy to
become Road Sports chairman if
that's what the grid wanted.”

Rare Royale

The sole Royale RP40 GTP car
from 1986 is for sale, including
asecond unraced chassisand a
raft of spares as well as jigs and
body moulds. The carraced solely
inthe US in period, butis now for
salevia Alan Cornock at Fulmar
Competition Services.

Newer cars will be next step

carsare a good package.
“Wefeel thisis the right way to
keep grid numbers strongand

Pre-’66 saloon race at Combe to bhe used as trihute to Sanger

Hediedin 2013 aged 79. TR s

Sanger did the Targa Florioin
afactory Ford GT40in 1969 and
wasfamousforracingan early
special saloon, a Ford Cortina
MK1 with a Ford V8engine. He
later drove thefastintervention
medical car at the circuit.

Thelife of Terry Sanger will be
celebrated by aracefor pre’66
Touring Carsat the Castle
Combe Autumn Classic on
Saturday October 6.

The Appendix K race will be
held in memory of Sanger, a
local hero through the 1960s.

Classic saloons as tribute

Barter: racer and chair

Rare Rale is up for sale

> > DPAGE18]
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Breen soared to
second place
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Irishman faces a spell on the bench despite best-yet result

ByDavid Evans

Craig Breeniis still facing two
months on the bench at Citroen,
despite taking his best-yet World
Rally Championship resulton
Sweden last week.

Citroen’sIrish star, who currently sits
three points ahead of seniorteam-mate
Kris Meeke in the World Rally
Championship, steps aside for the next two
rounds of the WRC to allow Sebastien
Loebtoreturnand compete on both
Rally Mexico and the Tour de Corse

“Thisresultisjustawesome,” Breen told
Motorsport News after his second place
in Sweden. “It’s the best of my career.
Youknow the podium [third]in Finland
acouple of yearsago [2016] was special,
buthere we wereright up therefighting,
fighting consistently in that position,
and that’s something new for me and
it’ssomethingI'm desperate to build on.

“When we got the podium in Finland
Iwanted tokick on last year, but for
whatever reasonitdidn’t quite happen
and wedidn’t get any more podiums—we
had the consistency, butnot always the
outright speed.I’dlove tobe able tomove
forward from here and thathastobethe
aim, but we’re out for awhilenow.”

Breenisnotscheduledtoreturntothe
factory Citroen until Rally Argentinaat
theend of April.

“There’sno two ways aboutit, I've got

tosay I'm absolutely gutted not to be going
to Mexico for the nextround,” Breen said.
“I’dlove totake the momentum we have
built here—obviously it’snot my choice.
Thope Seb [Loeb] hasfun.”

Opinionisdivided within Citroen
aboutthereturn of thenine-time
world championinadeal which MN
understands was brokered by PSA CEO
Carlos Tavares before beingimplemented
by former team principal Yves Matton.

Asked for his opinion on the policy of
leavingtheirleading driver athomein
favour of aman who has been away from
the full time WRC for six years, Matton’s
replacement Pierre Budar said: “It was
notmy decision.”

Askedif there was any chanceit could be
reversed, or another car found for Breenin
Mexico, Budar added: “The plan will stay
asitis, we willrun with Loeb in Mexico. Of
course, I will try to find some more testing
tokeep Craigin the carasmuch as we can.
Hehasbeen brilliant here in Sweden and
we like him, we want to build on whathe
hasachieved. After hisresultin Finland,
itlookslike he hasalove affair with rallies
in Scandinavia!”

Breen won’t complete therecce for
thenextround of the championshipin
Mexico, havingdone thatlast year.

“I’venever competed in Mexico,” he said,
“it’sthe experience Ineed. Iappreciate
PierredoingwhathecanandI’lldo
anythingIcan-I'mready tofightfor

s Lol y e
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Budar says Loeb will stillreturnin C3

whateverIcanget. Thisteamisincredible
and tosee how hard those boys worked to
getthiscarright, it’sbeen a pure pleasure
todrive. It’snight and day the difference
from where we werelastyear.”

Sources closeto the team are hoping
there could be the chance torunathird car
for Breen at round four, the Tour de Corse -
whereit’s even more unlikely Loeb would
bepassed over in favour of Breen.

Citroenranathird carin Sweden, with
Mads Ostbergreturningto hisformer
employer. The Parisian manufacturer
immediately felt the benefit of a third car
after Meeke’s C3retired with day two
turbofailure after ingesting snow;
Ostbergfinished the eventin sixth
place, addingto Citroen’s points tally.

The chances of Ostbergreturningto
Citroen again this season are high, but
the Norwegian will have to bring budget.

Why Loeh might just he
lip service for Citroen

Sebastien Loeb’sa hero. We all
know that. He won 78 rounds of
the World Rally Championship,
nine world titles; Nicolas Sarkozy
knighted him with a Legion
d’honneur. As Frenchmen go, this
one’s fairly worthwhile—especially
asamarketingtool tomake some
noiseabout Citroen’s World Rally
Championship programme.

And Loeb will come to Mexicoin
the perfect place on theroad, he’ll
likely lead after day one and create
some more headlines, but after
that, what? Can he win Mexico or
Corsica? Possibly. Morelikely we
couldend up with asimilar deal
towhen Michael Schumacher
returned to Formula 1—full of
nostalgia, but shorton the sort of
cuttingedge speed that only comes
withregular seat time. Loeb’s been
outof a World Rally Car at the
highest level for three years.

Iwasso, so pleased when Kris
Meeke said he was delighted to see
Loeb comingback—butitshould be
inan additional car, not at the cost
of Breen’s seat. Meeke called it
right, but PSA CEO Carlos Tavares

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Loeb:backin the Citroen fold
(with whom the Loeb deal was
reckoned to be have been done)
couldn’thave gotit more wrong.

What does amid-season publicity
stuntsay about the serious
aspirationsfor Citroen? Leaving
Breen on the bench for the next two
roundsis crazy, particularly off the
back of such a stellar, confidence-
inspiringrunlikelast week.

Yes, Loeb could raise morale in
Versailles, but it seemed pretty
high when Ileft Breen and Scott
Martin being hugged by justabout
anybody and everybody inared
jacketon Sunday...

David Evans

HOW NEUVILLE KEPT HIS COOL ON THE SWEDISH SNOW > 2 JPAGE 20
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Leadingdriversin the World
Rally Championship have
called for changestotherules
fornational events running on
the back of WRC qualifiers.

Last week’s Rally Sweden
Historicfollowed the modern
carsintothe stagesand caused
significant problemsfor the
main WRCfield onitssecond
passthrough the Friday and
Saturday tests. The historicand
national cars wererunning
narrower tyresand that, allied to
thefact that most wererear-wheel
drive, meant deep ruts were cut
intotheice for the second run.

Jari-Matti Latvalaisaman with
afootinboth camps, having
competedinahistoriceventin
his own Toyota Celica GT-4atthe
start of themonth, for him the
answerisasimpleone.

“Onthisevent, they should
changetherulesandrunthe
historic carsonthe samesize
tyres wehave,” hetold MN. “This
would make adifferenceforus.”

Latvala’s Toyota team-mate Ott
Tanak was second on theroad, but
he was more sympathetic, saying:
“The conditionsin Monte are
easier than this. Thenational
carsmake it moredifficult for
us, but we can’t [blame them],
thisistheirrally as well.”

Their team principal Tommi
Makinen was, however, emphatic.
“Thisneedstochange,” hesaid.
“We cannot have these narrower
carsdoingthistotheroad. Why
can’tthey runthenational cars

“Even in a straight line |
have to fight like hell...”

Ogier’s troubles in Sweden, p20

after the WRChas been through
both times?”

M-Sport’s Sebastien Ogier was
the man who suffered most, but
herefused toblame the national
crews, adding: “They are here to
enjoy theirrally, butit’ssodifficult
with the conditions on the second
passof the stages.”

Having won the openinground
in Monte Carlo, Ogierled the
crewsinto the snow-filled stages
and admitted he wasfrustrated
by thelack of an opportunity to
makeadifference.

“Itmight have made a difference
if we’d had achoice of tyres,” said
Ogier. “Here we only have one tyre
—it’sthe only event of the season
where we don’thave a choice.
Even the Junior WRC carshave
more choice than we do—they
have two studs, that could have
helpedforus.”

The Junior WRCrunnersare
allowed to select between two
lengths of stud (7mm or 8mm)
for Rally Sweden.

Former Rally Sweden winner
Petter Solbergfinished second in
last week’s historiceventand he
agreed with Ogier.

“If they’d had an eight millimetre
stud, it would have made areal
difference,” said Solberg.

“The guysrunningatthefront
would have taken the longer stud
and found more grip. 'mnot sure
howmuch wearedisturbingthe
rutsand thelinefor them, but
havingachoice of tyreisimportant
forthose guys.”

g

Ogier plight supports rule change

Thesightof Sebastien Ogier anddriversareallmuch
languishingat the bottom closer than they were and
end of thetop 10atlast after thiseventIthink
week’s Rally Sweden was there’sagood casetobe
enough toresurrectthe madeforit-we’vegota
runningorderdebate-with ~ world championlyingin
areturnof the qualifying 10th place because of the
stageappearingtobeoneof  conditions. OK, hemadeone
themostpopularsolutions.  smallmistake, droppinga
Qualifying was scrapped bit of time on Friday, but
attheend of 2013, butthere’s that’sdisproportionateto
growing demand for a hispositioninthe
return totwo practice classification. Certainly,
shakedown runs before qualifyingis something
and a third qualifying shot worth talkingaboutagain.”
onaThursday. Ogier hasalways enjoyed
“Ialwaysliked the the qualifying concept,
qualifying concept,” said butsaid: “You know my
M-Sportteam principal feelings, butit’snotfor

Malcolm Wilson. “The cars

metomaketherules.”

Toyota was favourite, but didn’t shine

Toyota drivers keen to move on from tough Sweden

Toyota drivers Jari-Matti of asthe season unfolds. hetold Motorsport News:
Latvalaand Ott Tanak have “Attimes Otthasbeen “IThavemyideasandIshare
warned theirrivals not incredible,” said Latvala, these with the engineers.
to writethem off aftera “his speed hasbeenreally There’snothingtodo
below-par performance at good. We understand what immediately, but we are
last week’s Rally Sweden. hashappened here and we looking at ways we can

Both Yaris WRCdrivers know that the speed is still improve things with the
sufferedin the early road inthiscar. Wearestillinthe = [homologation]jokerslater
conditionslast week, but fight. Now we look forward intheyear.It helpstocome
Latvala pointed to Tanak’s tothe gravel rallies.” from adifferent cartohave
paceasanindication of Tanak feelsthereismore someideas of how tomake
what they will be capable speed to comefrom the car, things better.”

“The stories from
the Safari Rally
are legendary”

Second winter WRC event could run

WRC Promoter’s
Oliver Ciesla has told
Motorsport News that
he’sinterested in
investigating a second
winter round of

the World Rally
Championship.

The WRC last ran two
snow events in 2007,
when Rally Sweden was
on consecutive weekends
with Rally Norway. Since
then, the neighbouring
Nordic nations have
combined to form a
cross-border rally with
Norwegian roads on
the opening day.

Canada has expressed
aninterestin hosting
a winter rally, but
admitted it’s atleast
five years away.

Ciesla told MN: “To

drive on the snow and
iceisauniqueselling
point in world-level
sport for the WRC, it’s
astory the car and tyre
manufacturers can tell
nowhere else in the
world. The pictures are
simply amazing and
it’s absolutely not
unthinkable to have a
second [winter] event
on the calendar.”
Ciesla praised the Rally
Sweden organisers for
overcoming the lack of
snow and ice in recent
years, adding: “After
the more challenging
conditions, this year
I’m so pleased to see
how everything has
been prepared -every
stage has been a joy
to watch this year.”

Kristoffersson keen
on more rally outings

Johan Kristoffersson hopes his
Rally Sweden entry will help his
World Rallycross Championship
title defence thisseason.

The Swede tackled hishome round
ina Skoda Fabia R5and finished
sixthin WRC2. Headmitted he had
been inspired to compete onrallies
after watching Petter Solbergin his
firstseasonin WRXin 2013.

“When you could see what Petter
could doonthejokerlapbackin
2013, that made me think about
doingarally,” hesaid. “Inrallying,
you get into situations that you
can’t plan for, you don’t know what
the grip will be and you come to
some things blind. When you do the
jokerlap only once every four laps,
the gripis different and being able
toadapt tothis very quickly is
really important and something
competing here in Sweden can help
me with. Maybe it only makes the
difference of somethinglike two-
tenths of asecond, butin

Kristofferssonset good times

rallycross, that’salot.”
Kristoffersson set himself the
target of atop-three stage time
ahead of the event, butachieved that
and moreon SS7, when he went
quickest of anybody in the category.
“That wasincredible,” he said.
“Iwasreally happy with that.
It would be nice to do somemore
rallies, but already this season
Tam competing on 18 weekends, so
the calendaris already quite full.
“Iknew the rally would be tough—
there’sareason why wedon’tseea
World Rally champion under the
age of 30, thissportissomuch
aboutexperience.”
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ill the Safari Rally be
back? Who knows? But
if the stories generated
in the Rally Sweden
service park are anything
to go by, the World Rally
Championship could do an awful lot worse
than embrace Kenya once again.

The Safariwas more than arally. It was an
adventure. The Uhuru Highway out of Nairobi
pre-dawn was from another world and an
unbelievable introduction to urban Africa; meeting a
horse and cart (obviously unlit) in the outside lane
was shocking enough. The real surprise lay in the fact
they were coming in the wrong direction.

Then there was the Maasai, the madness and the
mind-boggling sight of giraffes running alongside the
carthrough the Rift Valley. It's fair to say there was
(andis) nowhere quite like Africa to go rallying.

Safarididn’t just provide some great stories, it wrote
its own script.

Nineteen years ago this week, Colin McRae was in
Kenya testing for what would become one of his
most famous wins — his first World Rally
Championship success with Ford. M-Sport's
George Black was with McRae for that test. A test
that beganimmediately after the Swedish Rally —
an event which had ended prematurely after engine
failure for the Scot.

“The morning after Sweden finished, we flew
directly from Stockholm to Nairobi,” said Black. “We
had alot of testing to get through, but even then it
wasn't quite the same — we were down there fora
couple of weeks, but that was nothing like the months
on end some of the other teams had put in during the
1980s and early 1990s.

“When we got down there, Colin knew exactly
where he wanted to test. Trouble is, he couldn’t
remember the name of the place, but he knew exactly
where the road was and how to get there. The night
before the test, Colin said: ‘You set off and take the
trucks in this direction. I'll go in the helicopter, find the
place and letyou know wheretogo...’

“When we set off it was still dark, as soon as it
started to come light, the helicopter came over with
Colininand afew minutes later he came on the radio
with the rendezvous point. We met and started the
test. Where else in the world could you do that"?”

The stories kept on coming. Unfortunately, the
vast majority of them are unprintable, but the fact
is, they're all absolutely memorable. How many
stories will be recalled with such ease two
decades down the line from now?

This sport's never been faster, never been more
exciting, more exhilarating or action-packed, but
does it have the same sense of adventure? No.

It's simply not possible for three office-hour
daysin Wales to generate the same sense of
exploration that five days and three nights up
and down Britain managed.

Even in its most watered-down, 2002 form, the
Safari still brought 60-mile sections taking close
toan hourto complete. Granted, McRae won by
almost a minute, but the tales to be told from those
three days remain legendary today.

It's expensive, impractical and, let's be honest,
unlikely, but, for me, the Safari would be welcome.

/7
< AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Al-Attiyah is no
stranger to Toyota

ByDavid Evans

Toyota Gazoo Racing will have a
Yaris WRC prepared for Nasser
Al-Attiyah at Rally Argentina —
with the Qatari star tipped for
six rounds of this year’'s World
Rally Championship.

Al-AttiyahisnostrangertoToyota,
havingdriven a Toyota Gazoo South
AfricaHilux at Dakar for thelasttwo
years—finishingsecond and winning
four stagesatlast month’sevent.

The47-year-oldis, however, keen
toreturnto WRC action, nothaving
competed atrallying’s highestlevel
since he took the 2015 WRC2title.

Toyota team principal Tommi
Makinen told MNhis team was
ready todeliver a car for a second
South American outing of the
season for Al-Attiyah.

Makinen said: “We continue
discussing with Nasser. It’snot
decided yet, but we have prepared
tobeready for Argentina.”

Makinen was quick to pointout that,
unlike Al-Attiyah’s deals with Citroen
in2012and M-Sportin 2013, he would
notberunningin factory colours.

“Heisaprivatedriver,” said Makinen.
“Itwouldn’t be afourth official car—we

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Al-Attiyah (r) plans to return

will still run three cars, but we would
prepareand run his car. Wetry to
organise tohave his carnexttoour
carsintheservice park, this would
helpuswith thelogisticsand the
supportneeded.”

Asked about the specifics of the
programme, Makinen admitted those
details were still being finalised.
Hesaid: “Itisfive or sixrallies we
are talkingabout, starting with
Argentina and then Portugal and
Sardinia and some more. It would
be good to have Nasser with us, good
from the commercial side and good
forhis experience. Is he the fastest
driver, Idon’t know, but for sure he
knows what heisdoingin the sport.”

Al-Attiyah hasstarted 73rounds
of the world championship, with his
bestresult being fourth place as part
of the Citroen team at the 2012
Rally Portugal.

Away from his WRC aspirations,
Al-Attiyah began the defence of his
World Cup for Cross Country Rallies in
fine style with adominant victory at
last weekend’s Baja Russian Northern
Forest Rally. He won the Karelia-based
event by six minutes in his Hilux and
was travelling from Russia when MN
tried tocontacthim.

Takamoto’s surprise triumph in WRC2 could pave the way for him to land a drive with Toyota’s top team in a Yaris WRC

Rally Sweden star Katsuta Takamoto’s

TGR’sjunior crews use Ford Fiesta

been with many fast drivers and he told

they gotothenextrally. The original

arevery fastandI havetogoallthe

T

shock WRC2 win could fast-track
himintoaToyota Yaris WRC.

Toyota GazooRacingjunior driver
Takamoto scored his maiden WRC2
winin Torsby last week and that result
could be enough to convince team
principal Tommi Makinen to give
himatestintheteam’s Yaris WRC.

Intheabsence of a ToyotaR5 car,

R5s and Takamoto dominated the
snow eventfrom starttofinish.
Makinen admitted he’d been
impressed with what he’d seen, telling
MN: “Absolutely brilliant drive,
absolutely brilliant. This was the rally
thatbuilt his confidence for himself. We
have known heis doing well in the test
and his co-driver [Marko Salminen] has

usit’sno question from driving skill, it’s
only aquestion of his trust for himself.
Hedid wellin Arctic, butto beat the
local starslike he did here, is incredible
—and hedid this by goingflat out.”
Asked what thismeant for
Takamoto’sfuture, Makinen replied:
“Weneed totalk about this, but the
original plan-we need to follow when

plan and most natural place would
be2019Rally Japan, if thisis going
ahead, but you never know —if we can
dosomethingelse, somethingsooner,
thenlet’ssee.”

Takamoto, who had started six snow
rallies beforelast week, was delighted
with theresult: “Ididn’t expect this
whenIcame here. Skoda factory drivers

time pushinghard to win—eveninthe
last stage, I knew Pontus [Tidemand]
issofastdriver,Ihavetogotothe
maximum. Thisisincredibleresult.”
Aswell as some asphaltrallies
inItaly, Takamoto will contest the
remainder of the European WRC
rounds, with the exception of
Rally Germany.

Loubet Jr to follow in father’s wheeltracks .
Jaeger to swap to the Hyundai hot seat

Fifty years on from his only Swedish Rally podium,
80-year-old flying Finn Rauno Aaltonen, bettexr known
as the professor, returned to drive a Cooper S at last
week’s Rally Sweden Historic

Frenchdriver Pierre-Louis
Loubet willlook toemulate his
father Yves by winninga second
European Rally Championship
for hisfamily this season.

The21-year-old will start his
first ERC campaign 29 years
after hisfather won the 1989
title. Loubet Jr will drivea
Hyundaii20R5.

“I'had agood chance todo some
ERC,soltookit,” hesaid. “The
objectiveistobeasclosetothe
topas possible and if it’s possible
towinarally we will trytodoit.[

don’tknow therallies, g=
butThopetoadapt fl ‘ b
quickly. Gravelis & =

Loubet Srwas
anERC winner |

my favourite surface because my
firstfeelingin arally car wason
gravel.Icanonly domy best.”

Loubet, whose first ERC outing
will be next month’s Azores
Rally, showed promise with his
maiden WRC2campaignina
Ford FiestaR51ast season and
twice finished in the top five of
the premier R5 category.

Loubet Srstarted nine rounds
of the 1989 ERC and finished on
the podium on all but one of them
and won four. His son will be

hoping ERC success will domore

to advance his career thanit
did for hisfather, who
_spentmuch of the
restof hiscareer
= inthe French
Championship.

Hyundai co-driver Anders
Jaeger’sdebutasadriver at
Saturday’s Numedalsrally in
Norway comes as a birthday
present from his driver
Andreas Mikkelsen.
Mikkelsen first made the
offer to Jaeger in 2016, but
this week it will finally
happen with the pair
swapping seats for the
Norwegian Championship
round close to Geilo. They will
use Hyundai Motorsport’s test
i20 R5 for the snow rally.
“Andreasis the co-driver, so
heisdoingall the work for
this,” Jaeger told MN. “Iwas
alwaysinterested to doarally

asadriver, butit’snotlike
Iwas constantly nagging at
him. It was a big, big surprise
when he offered me thisin
2016 and now I accept, it will
bereally nice. Andreas has
some experience of co-driving
before, he did Monza Rally
with Thierry [Neuville]
lastyear and he did some
[co-driving] earlier in his
career. The question s,
will helaugh atme...”

Ahead of the entry going
in Jaeger tested a Subaru
Impreza with Mikkelsen and
the pair will complete a
shakedown with the Hyundai
later this week.
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The Riponian Rally will return
in 2019forits 50th anniversary
andbossesare chasinga closed-
road permit tolink some of its
gravel stages together.

Theevent couldn’trunin 2018,
when the organising team found
outlateoninthe planningphase
thatthe Helmsley Forest—used
for20yearsontheevent-was
unavailable forrallying. Bosses
were unable to come up withan
alternative with solittle time.

Alawpassed in April 2017 by the
British Government means events
now only need the permission of
the governing body of motorsport
inthe UK, the Motor Sports
Association, and the event’slocal
authority, togain a closed-road
permit. Previously it was necessary
topassan Act of Parliament which
|~ wascostly and time consuming.

k Event chiefsnow planto
celebrate thelandmark occasion

Y by becomingone of thefirstevents

tolink forest roads together.

“Withit beingthe 50th
anniversary of thefirstrunning
of theeventnextyearthere’sa
bigpush tomake it work,” said
Riponian clerk of the course
AlanHill.

; “Itisextramotivation.Iwas
(i involvedinthefirstoneand
= Ididn'twantthelastonetobe

= thelasteither.

“I'mlookingto close asmall

section of road tojoin twosmall

-—
-

.‘ .
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forests, to give us onelonger stage
ratherthantwolittleones. Then we
could goto the Cropton areato get
themileage theretoo.”
Thebiggestissuetotackleforthe
Ripon Motor Club organising the
eventislocatingasuitable hub
foraservice.
“We'retryingtomakeitsowecan
goback to Thirsk because that
works very well for us with the
serviceareaand everythingand
usethe stagesthat we’ve always
runthere,” added Hill.
Joiningforest stages togetherto
makealongertesthasanumber
of benefits for event organisers.
Themain benefit of beingableto
makeonelarger stageratherthan
two smaller onesisthat only one set
of startand stage marshalsis
needed,as wellasitbeinglessof a vl
strain on safety crews. |
Also, there are multiple stages J
in Yorkshire forests specifically
that have been classed as public
roadsforanumber of years, in
some casesroads thathave been
rallied on previously but then
broken up because parts of d
stages have been reclassified afiay
asapublicroad. o
Thatmeansthattheyneeda y
road-closing order, evenif they
arequietroadsinthemiddle
of aforest.
TheRiponianlastranin2017
and was won by Ford Fiesta
driver Stephen Petch.

-
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RIPONIAN BOSSES AIMFOR CLOSED HMIIS
ONITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY RETURN.-

-
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* Petch won 2017
- Riponian Rally

Edwards pace proves
BTRDA challenge is on

Matt Edwards is confident
of fighting for BTRDA wins
in his R5-spec Ford Fiesta,
after a strong showing
against World Rally Cars
on the Cambrian Rally.

Edwards went 16 seconds
quicker than anybody else
on the first stage of therally,
measured at 7.03 miles.

But on the second test he hit
aprotrudinglog, which forced
him toretire. He used Rally2
toreturn for stage four, and
of the five stages he completed,
he was 58s fastest over the
32.16 miles.

“Itlooks good,” said Edwards
of his winning chances in the
BTRDA. “There’s quite a lot
of things we want to work on,
especially with switching to
the Pirellis [from Hankooks].”

Edwards is using the BTRDA
as seat-time for the British
Rally Championship.

“The purpose of itis to get
quicker overall, not just to
win BTRDA rallies,” he added.
“Do you drive to win arally
or drive toimprove? That’s
the dilemma.”

M-Sport-who will run
Edwards in the BRC this year -
is expected to announce its
return to the BRC for the
Team’s Championship,
with Alex Laffey also set to
confirm, this week.

Williams finished 19th despite lack of preparation in the Vauxhall

James Williams runs his last minute Adam R2 on Cambrian

Prestone Motorsport
News Junior British
Rally Championship
frontrunner James
Williams secured a late
deal to drive a Vauxhall
Adam R2 on last
weekend’s Cambrian
Rally ahead of a proposed
return to the JBRC.
Williams finished as the
highest R2 on the eventin

19th spot, setting
competitive times against
last year’s JBRC runner-
up, William Creighton.
“The car only turned up
on the Saturday morning
at 0700hrs.We chucked
all the stuff init and
went,” said Williams.
“We had a puncture on
the first and two slows on
the second and third, then

Istarted getting more
confident in the car.”

The Welshman is
planning areturn to the
JBRC this year: “My plan
istodothe BRC, we’re
just waiting to tie a few
things up and hopefully
we’ll be able to announce
our plans soon.”

His best finish in JBRC
last year was third.

Henry gets Fiesta for early

part of Irish Tarmac hid

Desi Henry will campaign a Ford FiestaR5
for the first tworounds of the Irish Tarmac

Rally Championship ahead of a potential

switch tothe car permanently in late 2018.

Henry has previously campaigned a
Skoda Fabia S2000 and latterly an R5
variant, and is waitingto see if proposed
updates for the Fabia arrive laterin
the year. For now he will use the latest
Evo2version of the FiestaR5.

“If Ifind that the Fiesta’s tomy liking
andIgel withitthenthere’snothing
tosay I wouldn’t stick with it [for the
season],” said Henry. “We are a private
team and we have no ties with anyone.

“Obviously, the end goalisto goout
and try and win the [Irish Tarmac] title.
That’s somethingI believe we can do.”

Henry will contest the Mayo Stagesin
the carto get up to speed before the West
Cork Rally on March 17/18. Sam Moffett,
reigning champion, and brother, Josh,
plus Alastair Fisher and Stephen Wright
have confirmed intent to contest the
Irish Tarmac Championship.

Pryce: no full UK championship in 2018

Osian Pryceis unlikely to
returntothe BTRDA or
BRC full-time in 2018, after
making a one-off outingin
the former last weekend.
A cold car due toadelay
meant Pryce started SS1
on the back foot and he
had a spin on the Cambrian
opener, although he
recovered to fourth overall
and took maximum Welsh

Rally Championship points.

However, Pryceis still
targeting WRC2, and is
still committed toa
bigger programme.

“Idon’t think I'll be back
in the BRC, I'll probably
just pick and choose events
until we get something
bigger sorted,” said Pryce.
“BRCisabitquiet.Ifeell
need to push myself a bit if

I'm going to go forwards.
Youlook at the guysin
WRC2now and we’ve been
ontheir pace, most of them.
Some of them were quicker
than us but that would be a
good benchmark: to have
someone to chase.”
PrycewasaBRC
contenderin 2017 until
mechanicalissues with
his Ford Fiestaruled him
out of the Ulster Rally,
ending his campaign.
The Mitsubishi Mirage
campaigned by Pryce
last year could be seen
intheIrish Tarmac Rally
Championshipin 2018.
Both Jamie Jukes and
Phillip Hopkins are looking
touse the cars—which
have yet to be given blessing
by Mitsubishiand are

Pryce’s spinon SS1 cost him time, but he recovered

therefore not homologated
R5 cars—inthe series
this year.

The team responsible
forimporting and selling
the carsin the UK, Spencer
Sport, is run by Charlie

Jukes. He said: “There’s
quitealotof interest

in hiring. Jamie and Phillip
arelookingatdoingthe
Tarmac series. There’sjust
questions as to whether
they canfititin with work.”
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By Jack Benyon

hasbigplansfortheyear.

onmy driving.

|

¥

Avyear and eight months after his car
burned outin a fire on the DMACK
Carlisle Stages, Scott Sloan has
returned torallying thanks to the
help of a crowd funding campaign.

Sloan visited aditch on the 2016 event, when
hisexhaustdislodged, and at the end of the
stage the car caught fire and burned out.

Crowd fundingraised just over £1000and
Malcolm Proudlock of the Mabie House Hotel
purchased the new Vauxhall Corsa bodyshell.

Engine problems hampered his return on the
Snowman Rally on February 10, buthe made
the eventand finished third in class. Last
weekend Sloan started the Cambrian Rally
butretired due toanumber of furtherissues.

“I'mstilljust happy to be back,” said Sloan.
“We’ve had alot of teethingissues, things you
onlyreally find when you're on arally.It’s been
way moredifficult thanIthought. Everyjob
that’smeant to take afew days has taken weeks.”

Sloan had upgraded his Corsa for the 2016
season from 1400C to 14008 for the BTRDA Series.

Therebuilt carisalsoin 1400S-spec and Sloan

| “I'veentered the BTRDA and the Scottish

. Championship thisyear,” hesaid. “I'm going
 totryanddoasmanyeventsasIcan.It’sa

" massivepushtogetsharpagain and improve

- “Ineedtosay thankstomy sponsorsand
~ everyone who hashelped put the carback
i together.Ijust wanttogooutthereand

? make everyone who has helped me proud.”

R

T
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SLOAN RETURNS TO RALLYING WITH
CROWD-FUNDED CORSA

ScottSloanhasarebuiltifauxhallfortheScottish and UK series:

FOR
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Sloan’s old Corsa burned out
on the DMACK Carlisle Stages

* ~

Michelin backing
secures MN prizes

Therenewed backing of
Michelin will ensure the
Motorsport News Circuit
Rally Championship
continuestoawarda
strongprize package to
competitorsin 2018.

The French tyre supplier
hassupported the
championshipsinceits
introduction, and series
bosses have confirmed that
the company will remain
onboard asitsmain backer
forafourth season.

Series co-ordinator Darren
Spann confirmed: “Theseries
is going very well; even better
now that we have just shaken
onanew deal with Michelin,
which we’re delighted
about. Theloyalty in this
championshipisdefinitely
astrongpoint.”

The MN Championship
runs the class-based Michelin
Cup, whichisfreetoenterand
awards 12tyres tothe Cup
winner, eight tosecond and
fourtothird. Thatisamong
other prizes for competitors.
The winner alsoreceivesa
freeentry toaroundforthe
following year.

Oneregistered MN series
driver —drawn outof ahat—
alsoreceivesaset of free
tyresfrom Michelinateach
round of the championship.

A Brampton centre finish remins in place for the Pirelli International Rally

0 .

The Pirelli International Rally
will be run over one day in 2018.

To accommodate the change, the
service venue has been moved away
from Carlisle and into the Kielder
complex where stages take place.

This year’s rally, on April 28, will
allow for Historic and front-wheel-
drive entries to compete first thanks
to the Rally2 format, meaning those
entries finish at lunchtime.

They can then rejoin for the
afternoon stages as partof a

Pirelli International slims down to a single-day event

separate event if they choose.

The rally will begin at the
Pirelli factory in Carlisle as usual,
and visits the market town of
Brampton, which returned to
the event’sitinerary after a
lengthy gap, last year.

Last year’s event was won by
BRCdriver Fredrik Ahlin driving
forlocal squad CA1 Sport.

The event is around of the
British Rally Championship, British
Historic and FIA Celtic Trophy.

Easter Stages to offer highly challenging route

The organisers of the Easter
Stages have revealed details
about the event’s route.
Taking place over the
weekend of April 6/7, it
features 12 closed-road
special stages over 95 miles.
Crews from the Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship will
tackle both legs of the Ulster
Automobile Club meeting,
whichis based entirely in
County Antrim.
On the second day of the rally,
a National B-type event will
follow the main field with
these tests dotted around the
Ballymena countryside.
Clerk of the course Nigel
Hughes said: “We are looking
for alarge entry and lots of
spectators to help make this
rally aroaring success.

“The first six special stages
are located close to the rally
headquarters in Templepatrick
and are due to start around
lunchtime on Friday.

“These classic stages are
on fast and flowing Tarmac
roads. They will present a
real challenge for all the
competitors and provide superb
opportunities for spectators
to enjoy closed-road rallying.
Then just before dusk the rally
issettoreturn to Ballyclare
for the overnight halt.

“Additional crews will join
those who participated on
Friday to contest a further
six classic stages around
Broughshane before finishing
in Ballymena around 1600hrs.”

The event runs in place of the
Circuit of Ireland.

Engine woe hits
Stone - again

John Stone’s MN Circuit
Rally Championship bid
appearstobeover after
enginefailureat
Snetterton last weekend.
Stone had held second
inthe pointsbehind Chris
West and his Peugeot 306

MaxiKit Car, butthe i

2.5-litre Millington-engined, Stone has enjoyed circuit rallying, wants suitable car

Ford Fiesta S2000 chassis

P53 ATZ I
el

g e

carletgo. Stonedoesn’t refersto, whichisthe Lee West atthe weekend and
haveaspare. Holland Memorial Rally at hehasaround thesame
“I’dlove todomore of Anglesey on March 18,is amount of power, buthe’s
theeventsit’sjustacase sponsored by his Legend 400kgslighter than us,”
of timescale,” said Stone. Firesconcern. Evensohe said Stone. “It’s difficult.
“There’stwo eventsin close isunlikely to have the car Iprefer pacenoteevents,
succession. We might have ready in time. Stone believes butIhavereally enjoyed
achance of gettingback his carisn’t capable of the championship.I’ve
for the Cadwell Park round challenging for honours enjoyeditand we’ve had
[on April8].” because of excess weight. great battlesbut to win the
The second event Stone “I'wasspeakingto Chris title youneed alight car.”
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T o e 506 o
destined for WRC

Lepley wins first R2 event

Itwasn’tagood startfor George Lepley/Tom
Woodburn when their Ford Fiesta suffered a
punctured tyre on thefirst stage. They then
settledinto their stride and the nextfew tests
went well only for the pair to suffer more
tyre woes, when alarge bulgeresulted

after hittingarock, which affected their
car’shandling.

They were forced to do two stages before
the tyre could be changed, buta good run on
thefinal stage ensured victory on the first
ever BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup, inacreditable
25th position overall.

Bob Vardy/Keaton Williams were happy
with the early stages, holding second behind
Lepley, but their Fiesta struggled for gripon
SS3. Atservice, they decided nottochange
tyresand adopt a steady approach tothe
afternoon. That paid off as they just held
on totherunners-up spot.

Catchingcarson SS1and SS5, and spinning
their Peugeot 208 on SS2, proved costly
for third-placed Jack Leese/Sam Spencer
whofinished just three seconds behind
Vardy and were pleased with their day.

Not sohappy were Charlie Barlow/Emma
Morrison. Their Fiesta suffered throttle
problems and cut out on thefirst stage. They
gotthe car started, but four minutes had been
lost, though times on the later stages were
promisingas they moved up tofourth.

Bird finished second
overall to start title attack

helatedecision to
contestthe opening
round of the 2018
BTRDA series
provedtobea

good one for Ollie
Mellors/Max
Freeman. The new pairing took
the ProtonIrizR5to a hard fought
win on the Cambrian Rally.

They had a day-longbattle with Paul
Bird/Jack Morton in their Ford Focus
WRC-whostarted off their BTRDA
return with maximum BTRDA points—
androunding off the podium were
last year’s Gold Star champions
Stephen Petch and Michael Wilkinson
intheir Ford FiestaRS WRC.

Onthefirst stagein Penmachno
South, BRCregulars Matt Edwards/
Darren Garrod blitzed the rest of the
field, almost two seconds amile quicker
thantherestand 16sin total over seven
miles. Edwards adopted a “lesslairy”
approachtoSS2,only toclipalogon
theinside of aright-hand bend taking
awheel off in the process.

Hereturnedlater inthe day,and was
fastest on every stage he completed but
was out of the running for a good result.

Arrivingat service after three stages,
itwas Mellors/Freeman who held an

eight second advantage atthe head

of thefield. Freeman had originally
been scheduled to compete with leading
Group N runner Andy Davies, who
wasforced to cancel his entry following
anarminjury.

Asaresult, Freeman teamed up with
Mellors and the pair soonformed a
good partnership with the Proton
working well on the narrow slippery
sections, movinginto thelead following
Edwards’stage twoincident,and then
settingfastest time on the4.5-mile
Crafnant test.

“Nottoobad, thoughit’s hard work
onthetightslippery bits,” was Bird’s
view of thefirst three stages. “We
changed tyres after stage twoas we
were on the wrong type, butI've not
made many mistakesyet,” headded.

A fastesttime through Surf
Snowdonia 1 backed this up.

Getting off to a good start were Hugh
Hunter/Rob Fagg, the pair Edwards’
nearest competitorson SS1, their Fiesta
RS WRC workingto the driver’sliking.

“Thecarisspoton,”said Hunter at
service. “We’re only goingto change
thetyres.”

Runningtheir FiestaRS WRC for the
firsttime, regular BTRDA frontrunners
Luke Francis/John H Roberts found

their new car very different to their
previous Mitsubishi, and the pair lost
time on the opening test when they
couldn’tdemist the car’s windscreen,
which hampered visibility.

Theirroad position wasn’t helping
them, asthey were running second,
and they planned to change tyresand
stiffen the suspension. Nonetheless,
they held fourth place at service.

Second fastest time on SS4 showed
that Francis/Roberts were getting
to grips with their new car, but
unfortunately they tore a wheel off
on thefollowing stage, ending their
dayinthe process.

“Could be better,” was Osian Pryce’s
view of themorningstages, ashetried
to get used to the mixed conditions.
TheBRC frontrunner was another
driver makingalast-minute
appearance. “Itfeels good, butitneeds
tobemore progressive for themud,”
was his view of things. Suspension
and differential settings were being
considered for the afternoon.

Reigning BTRDA champion Petch
was havinga “pretty average” time of
thingsasheand Wilkinson held sixth
position, their Fiesta RS WRC suffering
a“horrendous misfire” on stage one,
which costabout 20 seconds. “We’ve
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Edwards topped
stages he finished

changed theanti-lagsystemtoa
lesser setting which seems to have
done something, we’ll keep plugging
on,” hesaid.

Julian Reynoldsreturned aftera
year-and-a-half lay-off with Patrick
Walshin hisnew Ford. “It’sareally
good car, but 'm notdriving [toitsfull
potential] yet,” admitted Reynolds as
he checked the car over. A half-spin
wastheonlyissueandachangeto
tyres better suited tomud were
planned for the afternoon.

Some suspension changes were
beingplanned by 2016 Gold Star
champion Charlie Payne, as he found
therear of his Fiesta WRCto be too
hard andlackingin grip. Otherwise
hiscar washandlingwell asheand
new co-driver Ian Windress got used
toeach other, the pair having slowed
topassthestricken Edwards after
hisstagetwoincident.

After droppingthree seconds to Bird
on Alwen, probably the most popular
stage of the day, Mellorsregained the
lost time on the following run through
Penmachno South, beforelosing
more timeto the Focus driver on the
penultimate stage in Penmachno
North,reducinghislead tojustfour
seconds goinginto thefinal stage.




| STAGE WINNERS

SS1Penmachno
South1(Z.03
miles) Edwards/ Garrod
6m5Ts

SS2 Surf
Snowdonia 1l
(5.09 miles)Bird/
Morton Tm07s

SS3 Crafnant
(4.60 miles)Mellors/
Freeman 5m 38s

SS4 Alwen (6.82
miles) Edwards/
Garrod 6m19s

SS5Penmachno
South2(7.03
miles) Edwards/
Garrod 6m 5ds

S$S6 Penmachno
North(7.18
miles) Edwards/
Garrod Tm 32s

SS7 Surf
Snowdonia 2
(4.10miles)
Edwards/ Garrod 5m 225
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Debut ass win in H3 for Rowlandsin Avnger

Gold Star: Paul Bird/Jack Morton (Ford Focus WRC07)
Silver Star: John Rowlands/Glenn Latham (Ford Escort Mk2)
Production Cup: Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy
(Mitsubishi Lancer EQ)

Historic Cup: leuan Rowlands/Emyr Hall (Hillman Avenger
BRM), Ernie Graham/Robin Kellard (Escort RS1600)
Rally First: Sam and Liam Johnson (SEAT Arosa)

Juniors: Johnson/Johnson

Seniors: lan Joel/ Graeme Wood (Escort Cosworth)
Fiesta ST Trophy: Zak Hughes/Tom Wood

Rallye R2 Cup : George Lepley/Tom Woodburn (Fiesta R2)
1400 overall: Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam)
B14: Bird/Morton

B13: Dylan Davies/Llion Williams (Subaru Impreza)

B12: Owen McMackin/Lee Taylor (Escort Mk2)

B11: Rowlands/Latham

B10: Lepley/Woodburn

NR4: Thompson/Murphy

N3: Hughes/Wood

H4: Tom Coughtrie (Mitsubishi Galant VR4)

H3: Rowlands/Hall

Perry Gardner

H1/2: Graham/Kellard

1400C: Perry Gardener/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Nova)
1400S: Powell/Lewis

RF2.0: Matthew Baddeley/Sean Hughes (VW Lupo)
RF1.4: Johnson/Johnson

BTRDA Rally Series, round 1/8, Cambrian Rally, Llandudno

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME
1 | Ollie Mellors/Max Freeman Proton IrizR5 46m47s
2 | Paul Bird/Jack Morton Ford Focus WRCO7 +6s
3 | Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson | Ford Fiesta RS WRC +30s
4 | Osian Pryce/Dale Furniss Mitsubishi Mirage +34s
5 | Julian Reynolds/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta RS +52s
6 | Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg Ford FiestaRS WRC +59s
7 | Charles Payne/lan Windress Ford FiestaRS WRC +1m33s
8 | Dylan Davies/Llion Williams Subaru Impreza +2m07s
9 |lanJoel/Graeme Wood Ford Escort Cosworth +2m34s
10 | Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer EQ +2m41s

11 Pat Naylor/lan Lawrence (Lancer E9); 12 Simon de Banke/Michael Gilbey (Fiesta R5); 13 Keith Parry/Eryl Evans (Impreza);
14 Paul Davy/Roger Allan (Impreza); 15 John Rowlands/ Glenn Latham (Ford Escort Mk2); 16 Matthew Hirst/ Declan Dear
(Lancer E9); 17 Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam); 18 leaun Rowlands/Emyr Hall (Hillman Avenger BRM); 19 James
Williams/ Ross Whittock (Vauxhall Adam R2); 20 Harry Gardner/Elliott Graham (Impreza STi).

Gold Star points: 1 Bird 30; 2 Petch 28; 3 Pryce 27, 4 Reynolds 26; 5 Hugh Hunter 25; 6= Davies 24; 6= Payne 24.

There were no dramas for Mellors as he
beathisrival on the testtosecureasix
second win on aday of firsts—Mellors and
the Proton’sfirst BTRDA win, while for
Freeman it washisfirstever stagerally
victory after winning regularly in the
roadrallyingdiscipline. “It’sbeena
textbook day,” said adelighted Mellors.
“Itwasall very last minute, the car has
been absolutely fantasticand Max has
doneagreatjobonthenotes.”

Ashewaited tobook into the final
control, Bird thought about his day.

“I'mhappy enough with that, we
gambled on tyres butit didn’t pay off,”
hesaid.

With Mellors not registered for the
championship, Bird had got his BTRDA
campaign off to the best possible start
with maximum points.

Following Francis’ retirement, Petch
moved up to third position. “It’sbeen one
of those days. Welost somuch time this
morning, we’ve been tryingto catch up -
we’ve been close butnot close enough,”
hesaid, theintermittent misfire costing
him time on SS6.

It wasahappier Pryce whoreturned
to Llandudnoin fourth place, the Mirage
driver having set second fastest time
onthefinal stage-with “itall coming
togetherattheend-toolate unfortunately,”

herecounted as the morning’s problems
hadbeen resolved, though he had lost
time tothe WRC cars through Alwen.

Goinginto Penmachno South2,
Hunter was ahead of Pryce, but was
lucky to carry on after suffering two
puncturesinthestage, and thisscare
disrupted hisrhythm over thefinal tests.

Asaresulthedropped tosixth position
behind Reynolds who was startingto get
thehangof his Fiesta. “Noadjustments
needed on the car, justtothedriver,” he
laughed as he rounded his day off with
third fastest time on the final stage.

Paynefelt seventh place wasn’t “too
badIsuppose”. A couple of moments
and a half spin were his only problems,
aseighth placed Dylan Davies/Llion
Williams had a steady run in their
SubaruImpreza, finishingahead of
Tan Joel/Graeme Wood’s rare Ford
Escort Cosworth.

Afterleading Group N all day, Russ
Thompson/Andy Murphy had ascare
when they went off in their Mitsubishi
Lancer and got stuck briefly on some logs.
Thankfully, they got back on theroad
with areducedlead to win the category
ahead of reigning champions Pat Naylor/
Tan Lawrence who had suffered all day
with front suspension problemsin their
similar car.

IN ASSOCIATION WITE

Rowlands survives a massive moment to win

John Rowlands/Glenn Latham
had aperfect start to the year
asthey took the B11 class and
Silver Star honours in their
Ford Escort Mk2.

However, the day hadn’t started
well as the pair had a big moment
onthe opening test and were
lucky not torollin the process.

They emerged from the
stage with a puncture and the
suspension needed checking at
service. Thankfully, the afternoon
run was less dramatic and the
pair finished the day as the
leading two-wheel-drive crew.

Following a problem-free run,
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis putina
giant-killing run to win the 1400cc
classin their Talbot Sunbeam,

finishing the day just 24 seconds
behind Rowlands.

After running Escorts for some
years now, leuan Rowlands/Emyr
Hall made their debut outing in
their newly built BRM-engined
Hillman Avenger. They found
the early going very slippery,
but adapted well to their new car
and held the Silver Star lead
despite hitting arock on SS3.
Unfortunately, a puncture on
Alwen dropped them to third
place, though they didlearna
lot about the car during the day
and took the Historic category
in the process.

Andy Davison/Tom Murphy had
made a good start in their Talbot
Sunbeam, lying only 20 seconds

Pryce takes maximum
Welsh series points
While he might not have finished

on the podium overall, Osian Pryce

had the satisfaction of taking
maximum points in the MSA
Welsh Forest Rally Championship,
while the event-winning co-driver
Max Freeman headed the
co-drivers section.

Fiesta drivers Julian Reynolds
and Hugh Hunter finished
in second and third places.

After a steady start as they got
used to each other, the first time
pairing of Simon de Banke/
Michael Gilbey found their
confidence growing as the event
progressed. Changing tyres at
service worked well for the pair,
who particularly enjoyed the
Alwen stage and they were
rewarded as fifth contenders
home in their Ford Fiesta R5,
behind Dylan Davies/Llion
Williams’ Subaru Impreza.

Sixth placed Keith Parry/Eryl
Evans had a dreadful start to the
day when a driveshaft popped out
in their Subaru Impreza on the
first test. They completed the stage
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behind John Rowlands at service.
They found the stages tricky in
the afternoon and had problems
with the steering column before
the final stage, which required
strapping up.

Despite being slowed as aresult,
they just held on to second in
class and fourth Silver Star by
one second as Rob Dennis/Andy
Boswell almost caught them in
their Escort MK2.

Thelong trip from Omagh proved
worthwhile for Owen McMackin
as he and Welsh co-driver Lee
Taylor took the class B12
honoursin their Escort Mk2.

Reigning Swift Shining Stars
champion Zak Hughes won on
his Fiesta ST Trophy debut.

The number of 1400cc
entrants might be dwindling,
butthereisstill one driver
proving thatalow capacity
engine car can be competitive
intherighthands:Chris
Powell.With Jim Lewis
alongside in hisTalbot
Sunbeam, the pairsurviveda
fewmoments on SS1but from
then onhad a problem-free
day, as they took their highest
BTRDA finish to date, an
excellent 17th overall.Their
nearest class challengerwas
almost four minutes behind.

Itwas a surprise call-up for Osian Pce which he used towin teWelsh -

in two-wheel drive before repairs
could be completed - an experience
Parryisn’t keen to repeat.

Paul Davy/Roger Allan were
first of the Group N contenders in

seventh, the pair running on the
same tyres all day, with class B11
winners John Rowlands/Glenn
Latham leading two-wheel-drive
runners in their Ford Escort.
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Belgian Hyundai driver finally hit his stri

orasecond, just
asecond, nobody
breathed. Atthat
same second,
Nicolas Gilsoul
looked up and
found Thierry
Neuville at a strangle angle
looking down on him.

Another second, another note.
Onwards.

AndforaHyundai team transfixed
by thetelly,along, loud exhale. When
thei20- Coupe WRC arrived at theend
of the second run through the Vargasen
stage on Saturday afternoon, there
was spontaneous applause from the
mechanics. Team principal Michel
Nandan emerged from the command
centrein search of a cup of coffee. A
drop of something stronger wouldn’t
have goneamiss.

Heavy snow had altered theline
through the famous Colin’s Crest jump
section of the stage, with drivers now
needingtokeepabsolutely as fartothe
left on take off aspossible. The #5i20 did
that, but then-mid-flight-scuffed the
top of the head-height snowbank at
100mph. That tipped the car toan
extraordinary angle.

Wasitamoment, Michel? Yes.
Itwasamoment.

Afterthestage, wasitamoment
Thierry, we asked?

“No,” hesaid, deadpan. “Iwas careful
here. The stage had gone well until then
andIdidn’t wanttotakearisk.Ionly
jump32metresorsomething....”

Thelastsentence was deployed as
discernible proof thatamoment simply
wasn’t possible on such a shortflight.

That was Neuville’s state of mind
last week. Always full of confidence,
Neuville delivered aruthless drive
through horrible conditions.
Comfortablein the car, he took his
Hyundai to places where othersfeared
totread and hedid it quicker than
anybody else.

Twelve monthsago, he offered
further evidence that his genius was
flawed when he wrecked his car’s
left-front suspension againsta
tyre, needlessly tryingtotightena
superspecial corner in Karlstad.

Had that played on hismind.

“No. That waslast year,” he
explained. “Ilook only forward.”

Butwhen hearrived back inservice
late Saturday night after facingdown
what had been considered anon-
threateningnemesis, he grinned.
“I'took my revenge on thisplace.”

Neuville led the event from the third
stage forwards. The closest he cameto
beingheaded was when Craig Breen
whittled hisadvantage down to4.2s
after thefirst run through Hagfors.

Breen’sdecision torun with only
one spare wheel for the afternoon
was, technically, where the event
was decided. The Irishman knew he
absolutely had to make his 20-kilo
weight saving count on the first stage
of the afternoon -thereafter he would
be ontheback footas Neuville made
the most of the sharper studs on offer
fromtwo spares.

TheIrish Citroen was quickestin
Torntorp, butonly by 1.3s. It wasn’t
enough. From then on, Neuville edged

Paddon lost third place at the death

and eased away. Fastest on the
afternoon’s remaining two stages, the
leader’s confidence roselike that of a
big waverider. Hebacked himself.

This sort of result had been coming
sincethe start of last year. From the
moment Neuville set footin Hyundai’s
2017 offering, hisascendency began.
Arguably, he would have had thetitle
last yearhad it not been forimpatience
and a determination toshow therest
of the world he could round each and
every corner quicker than they could.

Last weekend, he got those under
control and drove one of the best
rallies of his career.

Through Friday and Saturday, his
rivals squirmed as their cars hopped in
and out of theruts, dartingand diving
inevery direction. Neuville danced his
car through those physicalforcesin
somesstyle. The grip and stability at the
rear of thei20 was exceptional. And
marked by comparison to the set-up of
histeam-mate Andreas Mikkelsen.

Mikkelsen and Hayden Paddon
hadjoined Neuville on a provisional
Friday night podium, but the other two
Hyundais fell back. Mikkelsen chased
toomuch time, runninghis cartoohard
for Saturday’sfaster stages. Paddon’s
first outing of the season was shaping
up nicely —-despite his continued
inability tofind the same pace on his
firstrun at stagesashe wasdoingin
the afternoon. Ultimately, Paddon lost
fourthtoacharging Esapekka Lappi
(Toyota) on thefinal stage.

Early on, Neuville and Mikkelsen
hadruni1-2.

“It’sabitlike Tomand Jerry,” joked
the Norwegian. Hagforsfirst time
was a certainly acomedy of errors
forthepairasthey both spunatthe
same corner.

That was the beginning of the end of
Mikkelsen’s challenge for thelead. For
Neuvilleit was nothingmore than a blip.

“WhenIspun,Isawsome partsin
theroad,” the Belgian told MN. “The
snowbank was quite destroyed there.
Iknewitwashim...”

By thefinish, thegaptoBreen wasa
shade under 20s, but theresult, inall
honesty, hadn’t been in much doubt.
Scott Martin’s post-event press
conference suggestion thathe and his
man had put the leader under pressure
when they werejust4.2sdownraised a
wry smilefrom the man in the middle.

“What pressure?” hesaid. “Itmust
have gone the other way. Ididn’t seeit.”

Itwasajoke. Buthemeantit, all
thesame.

“The confidence was highin the car,”
said Neuville, “butIalwaysfeltlike I
had another gearif Ineeded it. This
onewasnice.”

‘Brilliant’ Breen

Friday night, Saturday nightand
Sunday lunch. Same question, same
answer. Tell us, Citroen team principal
Pierre Budar, what do you think of
Breen’s work? One word: brilliant.

Hegotthatright.

Now, there will be plenty out there
who will point to the Waterford
superstarrunningninth on an opening
day which kicked off with heavy snow
still falling. Undoubtedly, he benefited
fromacleanerroad, buthe’dearned
it by runningfirst through far worse
between Agnieres-en-Devoluy and
CorpsonaMonte Saturday morning
lastmonth.

From thefirststagein Sweden,
things started tolook good for Breen.

“There was a fast left-hander near the
startof the stage,” hesaid, “when we
wentintoitIthought: ‘Oh...”’ we werea
bithotinthereandIwas waitingtorun
wide. Butthe carstuck. AfterthatI
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Neuville (r) is now on top of the championship

Neuville had pace to
spare in Sweden
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pushed abitmoreandabitmoreand
itkeptoncoming.”

If themorning had been bad for
theboysat thefront, the afternoon
wasreckoned tobe even worse. The
national and historic carshad been
through between the firstand second
loop of the WRCfield. Narrower cars
onnarrower tyres wreaked havoc with
thesurface.

This would be a good opportunity to
introduce five-time world champion
Sebastien Ogier into thereport.
Remember him? Winner and hero
of the Alpsfor afifth consecutive
Januarylast month, he wasnowhere
in Sweden. Hemade one mistake and
dropped some timeinasnowbankin
his M-Sport Ford Fiesta on Friday, but
otherwise, he was simply sacrificed at
thefrontof thefield. Priortoatactical
timeloss goinginto the powerstage,
where he shipped four minutesin
penaltiesfor abetter place ontheroad,

he’d managed one top-three stage time.

“Theruts,” said Ogier, “are 20cm
narrower thanmy car. Evenina
straightlineI havetofightlike hell to

stay ontheroad. Thefeelingishorrible
—inevery corner thereisnowayIcan
load the car andIhit virtually every
snowbank. Ijust put my front wheels in
[theruts]like everybody else, but the
rearisin10or15centimetresof loose.
Car after car after car you see the times
are gettingfaster and faster and faster.
It’'sajoke.”

Starting with Ogier, theline was
progressively widened and the grip
improved. Ninthinon Friday, Breen
was... brilliant.

Herattled the C3through the second
runat Svullrya and Rjoden on the
Norwegian side of the border faster
thananybody. The violence of the
lateral movementin the car was
astonishing, the only answer beingto
bury the throttle, let the car pullitself
throughand hangon.

“It’sbloody tricky,” said Breen,
“butwe’rein there and I'm givingit
everything. We’re throwingthe kitchen
sink atitand we’ll keep doing that.

You getitinthoserutsandit’slike
Cool Runnings...”
Breen could certainly feel the

rhythm. The confidence continued to
build as he hauled more and more time
outof histeam-mates Kris Meeke and
Mads Ostberg. Fourth on theroad on
Friday, Meeke struggled to find form,
favour or fortunein Sweden and paid
thehighest price of anybody when he
nerfed asnowbank. He dropped a
handful of seconds, but his Citroen
had swallowed snow, which found its
way into the turbo and cut the power.

Ostberg was a sensational second
quickestat shakedown, but struggled
to carry that pace forwardintothe
event. Hedid, however, deliver a very,
very much appreciated sixth-place
to keep Citroen’s manufacturer
tally ticking over.

More importantly, Citroen has
turned a page from the shocking
inconsistency of Sweden last year —
where the C31looked like it had amind
of its own on more than one occasion.

Work on the suspension, rollbars and
the torque split have shown an upturn
inpace on gravel and there was huge
relief when Breen showed thistobe
the caseinthe snow.




‘This was Ogier’s most
lacklustre rally for a while’

Champ’s struggle in the ruts, p23
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Craig Breen drove one of his best events to land second place

Early pace man Tanak
—

HSS1SSSKarlstad 1

(1.18 miles)

Fastest Tanak 1m32.7s Leader
Tanak Second Latvala +0.3s

W SS2 Hof-Finnskog 1

(13.21 miles)

Fastest Tanak 10m32.7s Leader
Tanak Second Ostberg +6.8s

M SS3Svullryal (15.46 miles)
Fastest Neuville 13m16.4s
Leader Neuville

Second Tanak +2.7s

HSS4Rojden1 (11.89 miles)
Fastest Mikkelsen 10m18.5s
Leader Neuville

Second Mikkelsen +3.7s

M SS5 Hof-Finnskog 2
(13.21 miles)
FastestPaddon 10m19.5s
Leader Neuville

Second Lappi+2.1s

M SS6 Svullrya2 (15.46 miles)
Fastest Breen 13m17.3s Leader
Neuville Second Mikkelsen +1.0s

B SS7Rojden2 (11.89miles)
FastestBreen 10m06.1s Leader
Neuville Second Mikkelsen +4.8s

H SS8Torsby 1 (5.90 miles)
Fastest Paddon 6m23.8s Leader
Neuville Second Mikkelsen +4.9s

ESS9Torntorp 1 (12.43 miles)
Fastest Tanak 10m02.0s Leader
Neuville Second Mikkelsen +5.2s

M SS10Hagfors 1 (14.64 miles)
Fastest Tanak 12m58.2s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +4.2s

HSS11Vargasen]l (8.81 miles)
Fastest Neuville 8m35.9s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +5.9s

HSS12Torntorp 2 (12.43 miles)
Fastest Breen 9m55.3s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +4.6s

M SS13Hagfors 2 (14.64 miles)
Fastest Neuville 12m44.5s
Leader Neuville

Second Breen +14.0s

HSS14Vargasen2 (8.81 miles)
Fastest Neuville 8m28.2s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +18.8s

B SS15SSS Karstad 2

(1.18 miles)

Fastest Tanak 1m34.7s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +19.7s

M SS16Torsby Sprint

(1.94 miles)

Fastest Neuville 2m32.7s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +22.7s

M SS17Likenas 1 (13.17 miles)
Fastest Tanak 11m11.8s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +14.8s

ESS18Likenas2(13.17 miles)
FastestLappi 11m15.0s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +16.2s

H SS19Torsby 2 [Power Stage]
(5.90 miles)

Fastest Lappi 6m01.2s Leader
Neuville Second Breen +19.8s

COLIN
CLAR,

“All Ogier did was
play the rules as
they are set out”

motorsport-news.co.uk FEBRUARY 21 2018 21

ebastien Ogier seems to
have an uncanny knack of
dividing opinion. Most folk
seem to fall into one of two
camps —-those who love
him for his battling, win-
at-all-costs approach, or those who
dislike him because of a perception
that there might be a not too subtle
lack of sportsmanship emanating
from the mercurial Frenchman.

Let me tell you which camp I fall into:

I'm 100 per cent behind Ogier.

Sowhatisit that's divided opinion once
again with regards to M-Sport's number one
driver? Well, | see it as a clever use of the
rules to salvage something from what had
been aweekto forget. He basically went
into the powerstage late to secure amore
advantageous road position, thereby
allowing him to push on and pick up
points that, previous to his little ruse,
seemed highly unlikely.

Let's be clear about this — Ogier broke no
rules, he merely used them very much to his
advantage. Throughout history, competitive
advantage in all forms of motorsport has
to be gained by taking an interpretation
onrulesthat are grey. That is exactly what
Ogier did and, to be honest, | believe
others would have done the same faced
with the unusual set of circumstances
that Ogier found himselfin.

I really do find all this sanctimonious talk of
unsportsmanlike behaviour unbecoming of
aworld champion alittle bit cheap. There are
those out there who just want to have a pop
at Ogier, and with predictable regularity,
pounce upon every opportunity to do so.

Ogieris afive-time world champion and
has achieved greatness doing things his
way. There is, without doubt, a ruthless
streakin the man. Just ask his former team-
mates: I'm sure there are many stories to
tell. But that is very much part of what makes
him the formidable opponent that he is.
Becoming a world champion with the level of
success that Ogier has achieved is no easy
task. It takes a special person with a special
psychological make up to be able to
dominate opponents as Ogier has. His
willingness to take decisions, no matter how
unpopular they ultimately make him, is a big
part of his win-at-all-costs mentality. And in
my books, unsportsmanlike behaviour is
where you take advantage of an opponent
foryour own benefit. What Ogier did in
Sweden was to take advantage of rules
that, you could argue, should be more
tightly defined.

So please, stop shouting at Ogier. If you
really must shout at anyone, maybe try
shouting at the rulemakers.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) )
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“Solberg was on
maximum attack’j

6\
|

twas 1981 again. Standing at
the side of a frozen runway in
northern Sweden, the peace
was shattered by the urgent,
crisp bark of RS1800. The
co-driver jumped out and
shouted: “Ten minutes, boys.”

Fuel, tyres, two sips of tea and Petter and
Pernilla Solberg were back aboard the family
Ford Escort and out of there. Still leading,
still smiling. With last year's Rally Sweden
Historic winner Mats Jonsson back in his
Group A Mazda 323 and a good few other
well-wheeled Audi quattros on the entry list,
the Solbergs were expected to be blown
away. They weren't.

In a beautiful Escort, period prepared to the
final nut and bolt by Petter’s former co-driver
Phil Mills and his Viking Motorsport concern,
the Solbergs were well and truly on song.
Fastest onthree of Friday's four stages, they
just missed the win after slipping off the
road on the ski slope section of the Hagfors
stage on Saturday.

“It doesn't matter,” said Solberg. “lt was
Pernilla’s birthday yesterday, it was important
that we came out and enjoyed ourselves
andwe did that.”

They weren't the only ones to enjoy
themselves. Standing among the thousands
inthe Torsby stage, the appreciation for the
2003 world champion was astonishing —
not least because of the incredible angle the
Escort came into view at. Previous four-
wheel-drive cars had seen just one corner
here; braking, turning, accelerating. To stand
any sort of chance, Petter had to make a few
more corners. He threw the car one way, then
the other, he was on the throttle harderand
earlierthan anybody else. Commitment, self-
belief and natural ability carried 37-year-old
technology from apex to exit quicker than
anything else.

No wonder the crowd went mad.

Not far behind, the clock was wound further
back. ltwas 1967.

Welcome back Rauno Aaltonen. Half a
century after his last start on the Swedish,
the 80-year-old was back for another shot.
Eighty... 80! And, in many ways, the former
1000 Lakes, Monte and RAC winner was in
forthe toughest and roughestride in the
narrowest carin the field.

Typically fora man who'd beenright at the
top of his game, each question was given the
same consideration you'd have expected
when he was fighting Erik Carlsson and
Timo Makinen through the 1960s.

Talking about the conditions, the same
frustrations were evident as for world
champion Sebastien Ogier —even if they
were expressed with slightly less vigour from
the superstar octogenarian.

“Allthe stages were more difficult than
expected,” he told MN. “The ice was firm, but
itwasn't firm enough and we had ruts. When
the car was jumping out of the ruts, there was
no traction from the snow on the outside —a
couple of times we got the pendulum effect
and we were approaching the snowbanks!

“I've really enjoyed this event and I'll certainly
be backifthere’s another chance.”

The manis pure class.

Lappi impressed with his pace

Continued from page 23
By thefinish, Breen, typically
strugglingtokeep hisemotions

in check, was delighted.

“InFinland a couple of yearsago
we were third,” he said. “But we were
abit of away away, this time we’re
hereinsecond, but we’ve been at
them for the whole event. We really
turned acornerthistime.”

Unfortunately, that corner has
led them into a two-month holding
patternas Craigand Scott step
down for Sebastien Loeb todrive
their carin Mexicoand Corsica (see
Rally News).

AndToyota?

Last year, Toyota silenced the service
park with an incredible maiden Rally
Sweden win for the Yaris WRC. Last
month, TommiMakinen warned
Ogier and the best of therest about
what they could expect when they
stepped into his backyard on round
two. Fourth, seventh and ninth
probably wasn’t what Makinen
had inmind from last week.

With Ott Tanak and Jari-Matti
Latvalarunning second and third
ontheroad,therunningorderdid
forthem on Friday, but the speed
from the Estonian and Toyota’s
second Finn Lappi in more consistent
conditions was extraordinary-and
ademonstration that the Puuppola
powerhouseremains.

Tanak led after thefirst two stages
before slipping down the order and
intoaHagfors snowbank after
whacking Meeke while tryingto pass
theailing Citroen. At that point, he
knew this wasn’t goingtobe hisrally.

Despite that, his stock continues to
rise within the team-asdoes that of

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, LAT

Meeke was hit ‘
§ by turbo problems

Lappi, for whom second became
seventh when he got sucked into
aSvullrya snowbank. Such
misdemeanours are tolerated on
your first visitto the eventina
World Rally Car (and only your
second ever Swedish...). Further
tolerance comes when you leapfrog
from sixth to fourth in a sublime
final day charge that ended with
maximum powerstage points.

The bigger question for the team
ishow Latvala deals with the speed
histeam-mates are finding. To
begin with it was quite endearing as
Latvala pondered whether Tanak
had come from another planet after
seeinghis times. J-ML dropped time

A rising star from the rising sun

Those closest to the established
WRC2order smiled. Friday had
been aninteresting day, but if
normal service wasn’t resumed,
the watching world was invited
toreturn for an explanation on
Sunday afternoon.

Inthe end, nobody bothered.
Instead, they sought out Japan’s
all-new World Rally Championship
hero Takamoto Katsuta for
another word.

The Toyota Gazoo Racingjunior
driver had led WRC2 for all but one
of the Rally Sweden stagesina
result which shocked and rocked
the world championship.

Thirdin WRC2in Sardinialast
season was as close as the 24-year-
old had come previously, but
thatItalian result went largely
unnoticed. The same can’t be said
forlast week, when he shaded
Sweden’s defending WRC2
champion Pontus Tidemand
andrising Norwegian star Ole
Christian Veiby, on arally which
visits, er, Sweden and Norway.

There were those who were
quick to point to an extra
half-a-millimetre of stud length on

the Pirellis beneath the Japanese
Ford Fiesta R5, butreaching for
such an argument demeaned the
speed and sure-footed nature of
Katsuta’s biggest win ever.

Throughout the event, no matter
how hislead grew, he deferredin
everythingto Tidemand.

“Heis,” Katsuta said, “Pontus
Tidemand... heis dangerous guy,
heisfast guy. I have to push, push
tothe maximum to stay ahead.”

Every time Taka uttered those
words, you feared what might
follow. In the end, there wasn’ta
mark on his motor. He deserved
his win.

And Tidemand wasn’t hiding
behind anything, admitting with
equalregularity that he was doing
his bit, pushing his Skoda as hard
as he could. He was second, by just
4.5s with fellow factory driver
Veiby half aminute down.

There was similar joy ata maiden
category win for Denis Radstrom,
who collected the JWRC and WRC3
honoursinhis Ford Fiesta R2T.

The Juniors were running
Sweden as the first round this year
and, like WRC2, the result was

with atransmission problem on
Saturday afternoon, but he needs
tolook forwards-he’snot goingto
find the answer to this question with
hisheadinhishands.

Talking of heads in hands, there
would have been good cause for
some of that at M-Sport.

For thefirst time in 13 rallies,
there wasn’t a Ford Fiesta WRC
onthe podium. Ogier’s misery is
documented earlier and —just
like on round one—an early
puncture spyked Elfyn Evans’
guns. Teemu Suninen showed
some promise when the going was
good for him on Friday, but his
lack of experience of both car and

conditionstold as the rally went on.

Hyundai went from bottom to top
in the manufacturer standings last
weekend, with M-Sport doing the
exact opposite. There’s no doubt
this was a conditions thingand
nothingfires the Cumbrians up
likelosing.

Ogier left Sweden’s WRC
winter wonderland in a dark mood
on Sunday. As well he might, 10
points down on Neuville.

The Belgian walked on water
last weekend. If he emerges from
running first on the road in Mexico
in asimilar position, he’lllook like
aman capable of doingthe same
whenit’snotfrozen...

close - with Emil Bergqvist just
seven seconds away in the
runner-up spot, butit was
Radstrom who bossed the class
pretty much all the way.

“Thisis the best day of my life,”
he grinned, emerging from the car
atthefinish. “Thelast stage was
close, butIjusttried toforget
everythingand drive.”

DenisRadstrom won both the Junior and WRC3 divisionin his Fiesta

Irishman Callum Devine picked
up valuable points in sixth, despite
never having set foot competitively
on snow before shakedown. “I’'ve
certainly learned alot here,” he
said at thefinish. “It’s beenreally
tough, but we’ve made the finish.”

Briton Tom Williams rolled on
Friday morning but battled on
and was rewarded with 10th.
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

The conditions over the
weekend simply weren't
there for the Frenchman
who suffered his worst
WRC outinginages

in Sweden. Played a
tactical blinderahead
ofthe powerstage and
was paid back with
second quickest.

TEEMU SUNINEN
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

"4
Top M-Sport Ford
finisheris more of a
reflection on the misery
of his team-mates
rather than the outright
brilliance of the Finn.
Targeted somewhere
between fifth and
eighth place, he
achieved that. Just.

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Mikkelsen looked racey
enough early onin Sweden,
but he just couldn’t get
comfortable enough
toreally challenge for
anything more than third
place (partly because he
suffered from a ‘snakey
front’ onthe i20) as the

rally progressed.

KRIS MEEKE
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Whenitbecame clearthe
conditions weren't coming
his way, he drove hisown
rally and made sure thathe
simply made it to the finish.
Inadvertently put Tanakin
aditchin Hagfors, but
ultimately sidelined after
his turbo lunched itself on
some Snow.

ARI-MATTI LATVALA
YOTAYARISWRC

Struggled with a front
differential losing pre-load
and not doing its bit to haul
the Yaris through corners on
Saturday afternoon. Friday
conditions had, by then,
already ruled out arepeat

of lastyear's win.

OTTTANAK
TOYOTAYARISWRC

When he got some clear
road, half-decentgripand |
there wasn'ta Citroen to v &
play bumper cars with, few

could touch the Estonian -L‘
for pace. That speed wasn't
rewarded here. It will be.

ELFYN EVANS
M-SPORT FORD FIESTA

Ahearbreaking puncture
on the opening day ruined
the Welshman's rally

and wasrarely at the

races thereafter —ironically
set hisbesttime when

he couldn’t see properly
inthe half-light of Likenas
on Sunday morning in his
M-Sport Ford Fiesta.

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

This was a perfect

performance fromthe

Belgian. Therally he'd {
threatened for so long. He f
never doubted it forone

second, but the way in which

he put this victory together >

really had to be admired. A
strong resulttomove 10
clearin the championship.

HAYDEN PADDON
HYUNDAIMOTORSPORT HYUNDAI 20

Paddon would probably
quite like mornings to

be bannedin Sweden.
Struggled tofindthe
rhythm and confidence
on the firstloop but was
always there through the
afternoon. Dropped a
place when he stalled on
thefinal stage.

CRAIG BREEN
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

The Irishman simply didn’t
putawheel wrongall
weekend. Finishingin
third place in Finland a
couple of years ago was
impressive, but this was
on another level again.
Made the most of what
he'd gotand drove like
achampion.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
TOYOTAYARISWRC

Would likely have beenin
with ashot at the win had

it not been for getting
tangled up in asixth-stage
snowbank. Like Tanak,
brilliant speed when
everything worked in his
favour. Deserved his fourth.

MADS OSTBERG
TOTAL ABU DHABI CITROEN C3WRC

Loved being back with
Citroen, but there was good
and bad to that and admitted
he struggled with aspects of
the C3inthe same way he
had with the DS 3. A solid
enough job in sixth, though.
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TAKANMOTO KATSUTA
Nobody saw this one coming and when the story started to unfold, more than a few
expected it to end almost as quickly as it began. It didn’t. Taka drove brilliantly for
three days to bring fresh hope to millions of Japanese rally fans that one day, they
might celebrate regularly and often.

OTORSPORT

WOODE
SPOON
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i
' / |

JARIHUTTUNEN

He’s a Finn, therefore he really should be faster in snow than he was. And he
shouldn't have rolled in his pre-event test. All in all, not the best of starts for
Hyundai's chosen youngster.

RESULTS
FIAWorld Rally Championship, round 2/13, Sweden Rally , February 15-18

NREY

POS |DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | cAR | TIME
1 |Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC |2h52m13.1s
2  |Craig Breen (IRL)/Scott Martin (GBR) Citroen C3WRC +19.8s
3 |Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +28.3s
4 |Esapekka Lappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +45.8s
5  |Hayden Paddon (NZL)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +54.4s
6 |Mads Ostberg (NOR)/Torstein Eriksen (NOR) | Citroen C3 WRC +1m15.3s
7 \ari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +2m04.9s
8  |Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +2m52.2s
9  |Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC +3m44.4s
10 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Ford Fiesta WRC +8m45.4s
14 _|Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +9m47.4s
19 |Henning Solberg (NOR)/Cato Menkerud (NOR) | Ford Fiesta WRC +16m38.5s
R |Kris Meeke (GBR)/Paul Nagle (IRL) Citroen C3WRC SS19/damage
R |Yazeed Al-Rajhi (KSA)/Michael Orr (GBR) Ford FiestaRS WRC SS19/withdrawn
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS
1 Thierry Neuville 41 1 |Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT | 54
2 Sebastien Ogier 31 2 |Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT | 63
3 Jari-Matti Latvala 23 3 |Citroen Total 46
4 Esapekka Lappi 23 4 |M-Sport Ford WRT 43
5 Ott Tanak 21
6 Andreas Mikkelsen | 21
7 Craig Breen 20
8 Kris Meeke 17
9 Hayden Paddon 10
e o IRRLLY MEXICO

Can Meeke make
itback-to-back
wins in Mexico?

MARCH 8-11
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CLASS ROUND-UP

Class C —for cars 1601-2000cc —
honours were decided within the
top 10 overall. Stephen Beck was
fifth overall and held off Darryl Morris
by three seconds to take the victory.

The dry conditions favoured the
more powerful Class C machines.
Five cars out of the overall top
10 were Class C Ford Escorts.
Championship leader Dane
Walker's Escort Mk2 was down on
power in comparison to others; he
also picked up an electrical problem
late on that almost meant he did not
finish. Cathy Sewart was another
driver who could have benefited
from the absence of Joshua Davey’s
Darrian. She made good tyre
choices and was quick on SS1
in her Talbot Sunbeam. A broken
throttle cable then a gearbox oil
leak that filled her car with smoke
put her out of contention.

Paul Sheard maintained his
position as Class B leader in his
Mazda MX-5. Peugeot 205 driver
Matthew Ockendon won on the
day with a 20th place, but he is not
registered for the championship,
so did not affect Sheard's title
challenge. Sheard himself had
initially not been over-optimistic
of his chances and thought that
the fast, dry conditions would not
suit his car.

Third and fourth in the class were
two drivers with four previous rallies
between them. Gavin Thomson, ina
Peugeot 205, has recently switched
from circuit racing and has really
taken to rallying. Snetterton will be
his last championship outing as he
prepares for a comeback later in the
year with a more powerful car.

Thomson split the two Mazda
MX-5s. Ben Short, who is not
registered for the championship,
finished 28th.

Ashleigh Morris had a trouble-free
runin her Ford Fiesta and is now
third in Class B.

David McMullan was the star of
Class A forup to 1400cc
machinery. From the beginning, he
was setting startlingly fast times
approaching the top 20.

He found himself unable to
engage reverse gear after a small
spin on SS2, due to a snapped
cable, but this was a minor setback.

Soon he was using the handbrake
again with confidence and even a
20s penalty for starting SS7 late
was overturned.

He was 25th overall, six places
ahead of his nearest rival, Mark
Blackmore in a green-and-yellow
Vauxhall Corsa. Blackmore was not
registered for the championship,
so it was Aaron Rixin the Ford Ka
McMullan had to worry about. Rix
still leads the Class A championship
and was happy with his smooth
and safe performance.

Mark Annison was the third-
placed championship driver and
was happy to get his Ford Puma
home. This was its first finish since
the opening round at Oulton Park.

Rachel Harris-Gardiner

McMullan t;ok a Class A win

West repeated last-
minute 2017 win

hris West
tightened his
griponthe
Motorsport News
CircuitRally
Championship
takinga crucial
second consecutive Snetterton
Stages victory at the Norfolk
circuitlast weekend.

One year after snatching alast-gasp
victory at the very same event, current
championshipleader West once again
emerged victorious after locking
horns withreigning champion Ian
Woodhousein yet another intense
contest. John Stone was the man who
left Norfolk with the biggestlossin
the title chase however, as his Ford
Fiesta S2500 Millington retired with
enginefailure.

West showed hisintent early with
two quick-fire stage wins to open the
rally, the Peugeot 306 Maxi’s advantage
under braking enough to overpower the
grunt of its Ford rivals.

Anine-second lead could have grown
by afurtherfive, but for anincident-
strewn third stage, which was soon
called off on safety grounds.

Mike English was the first culprit
of the troublesome stage in question,
forced intoretirement when brake
failure left him powerless ashe
ploughed into the wooden spectator
fencing at the complex section.

“I'had achoice of concrete or fence,
soIchosetheleast painful,” washis
response as he emerged unscathed, as
did John Marshall who exited the rally
more spectacularly when his Subaru
Impreza caught fire on the same stage.

With arebuild not expected for his
Ford Escort Mk2 until the end of the
season, Woodhouse entered the
meeting hopeful of a trouble-free outing
meanwhile. Itlooked as though he
would not get that luxury, initially
battling a gearbox glitch that affected
hisfirstand second gear selection
during the opening two stages.

The cancellation of SS3 gave

E’WIN

Woodhouse afresh opportunity to
attack West’slead however, and he
instantly hit back on the fourthrun
of the day, moving seven seconds shy
of the man who narrowly pipped him
tovictory on the final stage of the
sameeventlastyear.

Gearbox gremlins quickly became
less of a hindrancein the afternoon,
Woodhouse added two further stage
wins compared to West’s bragging
rights on the sixth. It set-up the
possibility of payback for Woodhouse
for 122monthsago, eight seconds the
difference headinginto the final run.

“Iwasleading until this exact point
last year,” said Woodhouse. “T've got
togiveiteverything.”

Try he certainly did, but a three-
second victory on thefinal stage was
notenough and West secured what he
said was an unexpected second win of
the season. “Ithought he was going to
beatme, soIwasreally onit,” hesaid,
citing the stopping power of the 306
askeytohissuccess.

“I'wasalmost too brave [under
braking] sometimes! It’s much more
of apower circuitandIdidn’t expect to
win here, sotobeat the Escorts around
hereinthedry-I'moverthemoon.”

West’sjoy was compounded by the
stagefive retirement of main titlerival.
Stone. The Fiesta spluttered heading
through Montreal, crawlingtoahalt
with terminal engine damage.

Battlinga bout of flu throughout
the day, Stone initially channelled
hisenergyintotakingthefightto
titlerival West thanks to a raft of
improvements bolted onto the Fiesta
tohelpits cause on circuitrallies.

“We opted against putting the
new engineinatthisstage,” hesaid,
although dry conditions meant the
Fiesta’snew dampers could finally
enjoy a productive run-out. His only
saving grace was the retirement of
classrival Marshall.

Inheriting third was the consistent
Mark Kelly - who won the last event at

Brands Hatch —-in another Escort Mk2,

Marshall’s chances &%
went up in smoke
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RESULTS

Snetterton Stages, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/8, Feb 18

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER
1 Chris West/Keith Hounslow

| CER | TIME
Peugeot 306 Maxi 46m07s

lan Woodhouse/Jason Leaf

Ford Escort Mk2 +5s

Mark Kelly/Andy Baker

Ford Escort Mk2 +1mO08s

Stephen Tilburn/Jack Tilburn

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m36s

Stephen Beck/Paul Brown

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m47s

Darryl Morris/Aron Rayner

Ford Escort Mk2 +1m50s

Robin Adams/Ray Keith

Ford Escort +2m31s

lan Hucklebridge/Steve McNulty

Ford Escort +3m30s

9 Roland Brown/Terry Luckings

Ford Escort Mk1 +3m41is

10 | Vince Sillett/Samm Keeley

Ford Escort Mk2 +3m45s

Class winners: David McMullan/Jamie Elston (Vauxhall Nova); Matthew Ockendon/\Viicky Barry (Peugeot 205); Beck/Brown;
West/Hounslow; Toni Carannante/ Franco Carannante (Subaru Impreza).

albeit 1m08s adrift of the winner. An
impressive fourth went to Stephen
and Jack Tilburn, and completinga
trio of Excort Mk2sin the order was
Stephen Beck, Ford filling 14 of the
top 15 places after Mike Taylor’s
Talbot Sunbeam Lotus dropped out
late on with engine problems.

For the second yearinarow,a
much-fancied Darrian was out of
contention even before the start. Fifth-
seeded Joshua Davey failed tomake an

appearance in Norfolk aftera
replacement machine wasnotready in
time for the event, his regular T90 still
missingarare partfor his gearbox.

Fresh from announcing his move to
the Porsche Carrera Cup GB for 2018,
Seb Perez sported Colin McRae’s
colours ashejoined thefield in a Ford
Escort MKk2. The former Ginettaracer
used the Snetterton Stagesasatest
session for a coming historicrally
eventin Majorcain Spain.
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Lloyd competed
on Nicky Grist

hris Lloyd. By Jack Benyon

Adevasta iingcrah hasn ;t npd

({4 wouldn’tdrive arally wouldn’trally or skiagain. He’d be | tolearntodothat againas well. My

caror skiagain, those

words stuck inmy

head, and I wanted to

provethem wrong.”

That’s ChrisLloyd. Like

many of youreading this
feature, he’sarally competitor and
arally fan. But hislife changed
foreverin2011.

“It wasat Caerwent [Patriot Stages
Rally], it wasaround of the MSA
Asphalt Championship,” headds.
“Icanremember cominguptoa
cornerflatout...anditwasn’ta
flat-out corner...

“The carlefttheroadandI
remember holding on to the steering
wheel. The car flipped for a distance
thatequated toabout arugby pitch
and a half. When we were in the air
we hitatree, which caved the roof
forcingitdownward intomy head,
which broke my back and damaged
my spinal cord.”

Three-and-a-half monthsin
hospital followed for the 43-year-old
from Pontypridd in South Wales,
where he was told he probably

Doctors said Lloyd &
wouldn't rally again

luckyjusttowalk.

But,almost seven yearson,it’'sa
different Chris Lloyd on the phone.
He’sbattle scarred buthas come
through with incredible modesty, as
he chatsto MNfrom Switzerland
about hisfirstlove of skiing.

Theinjury caused aloss of usein
hislimbs, and he’shad to work hard
and train hard toregain usage.

What you probably don’t know yet,
isthetimeline of hisinjury topresent
day ends with him beingin next
month’s Winter Paralympics,
representing Great Britain. He
competesin Giant Slalom, Super
Combined, Super-G and Downhill.

“Nothing wasnatural,” says Lloyd.
None of what he says comes acrossas
apleafor pity. It’s the most matter-of-
factmanner of delivery.

“Iwas paralysed from the neck
down after theaccident,Thad to
learntodoeverythingagain—touse
my hands, my legs. Everything was
newagaintome.

“Ayear after being out of hospital I
strapped some skistomylegs.IThad

muscles werealotdifferentandI
hadtostartfromscratch.

“I'vebeen aimingforthe
Paralympics for a while.I went to
Sochiin 2014 aspart of aprogramme
of people who were expected to make
[theeventin]2018.1t wasthe
beginning of last year before Thad
any [sporting]injuries, theligaments
inmy knee. ButIThad some good
results and I was able to qualify.”

Lloydis driven by competition.It’s
what heloved about getting started
and competinginrallying, andit’s
what drove him to prove the
consultant wrong seven years before.
They thought he would struggle todo
all the things he did before the crash.
Buthetreated thatasa challenge.

“It’san amazing feeling to
represent my country and todomy
family proud,” says Lloyd. “It’sa
privilege. There’sbeen alot of work
to getfromleaving hospital to get to
where we are now, butit’sall worth
it. My family have beenincredible
and I'vehad support from friends.”

OK, that’senough about skiing.
What about the rallying?

“Thad a friend who wasinto
rallyingand I went toa few events
with him and took aninterestinit,”
headds. “Ibought an old Escort Mk2
and did someforest events, I caught
the bugfrom there. Probably the
highlight of my career was my first
closed-road eventin Jersey.

“Ithink we started at car 60-odd
and by the end of the first day we
were fourth. That was probably one
of thebest memoriesIThaveasIdidn’t
expecttobethatclose onmy first
ever closed-road event.”

Despite the seismic shift in hislife
since his crash, Lloyd has always
wanted to get back in therally seat.
Andyou’ll be pleased to know he has.

~ | Hereturnedin2014,and whileittook

Lloyd has now secured a place in GB Winter Paralympics team

awhiletogetbacktoit,he’s
competed ever since.

“Psychologically, it was scary
gettingbackinacar,” continues
Lloyd. “After the firsttwo or three
events yourlove for the sport
overcomes thefear youhave. The
adrenaline comesback. Thenerves
have gone once you get going.

“It’sthebuzz, tryingtogoasfastas
you possibly can, whatever you're
doing,it’sa great feeling.

“Ioperate the car asnormal. If you
saw me now you wouldn’t think there
was anything wrong withme.I've
gained back 50 per cent of the power
back in mylegsnow, soit’snot too
difficult to operate.”

Lloyd has always driven Melvyn
Evans Motorsport Ford Escort Mk2s,
and continues todo so, with a bright-
yellow model gettingarun outonthe
Nicky Grist Stages back in July. But
there’sbeen a hiatus fromrallying
while his assault on the Winter
Paralympics takes shape.

“Iwon’tdoanyrallyingforawhile,
thefocusisonthe Paralympicsin
March,” Lloyd concludes. “Istill
want to compete afterwards and that
hasn’tchanged.”

Asarally fan, and if youneeded
any incentive tokeep aneye onthe
Britsat the Winter Paralympics,
therereally should be one man
you're supportingabove therest. ®
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CAMMISH GRABS HIS GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY am

orsche dominatoris reat

he BTCC’s tof

Cammish will switch to
the BTCC with Honda

igningtodrivea
factory Honda Civic
TypeRintheBritish
Touring Car
Championshipis
another significant
stagingpostinDan
Cammish’s career. He willline
upalongside Matt Nealinthe
Team Dynamics squad for 2018,
anditrepresentsashiftin his
careertrajectory.

Cammish had always been keen on
aswitchtothe BT'CC, ever since he
firstdrove one of thetin-topracersas
partof the Dunlop test drive prize for
winning the British Formula Ford
Championshipin 2013. After
sampling the Ford Focus, he then
wenton to testfor WSR in one of its
BMW 1251 M Sport machines, but
wasn’'tquiteabletonaildowna
race deal, despite coming close over
thelastfew months.

Then Team Dynamics and Gordon
Shedden dropped its bombshellin
late January: the Scottish racer, a
permanentfixture with the Honda
team since 2010, wasleavingto
pursueadrive in the remodelled
World Touring Car Cup.

“Iimmediately sent a text to[Team

epup.

2 By Mattyaimnes,

.

Dynamics co-owner andracer] Matt
Neal,” said 28-year-old Cammish.
“Hewasveryniceaboutit, buthesaid
thatalthoughIhadbeenonthe
shortlist, they thought they had it
sorted out. Also, they assumed thatI
hadadealinplacealready.”

While that was true—two-time
Porsche Carrera Cup GB champion
Cammish had the option toreturnto
the Porsche Supercup with the
Lechner MSG Racing Team, the
squad he droveforin2017- he knew
Honda wasagolden chance.

“Team Dynamicsisone of the very
topteamsinthe BTCCand thisisa
works drive: these options don’t come
around every day,” says Cammish. “I
thoughtIThad missed out, butthen
about two weeks ago,IThad acall from
Matttosay therecould beachance.I
went to the workshops and we got the
deal done pretty quickly.”

Itisanother change of focus for
Cammish, whohasbeen firmly
plyinghistradein sportscarsfor the
lastfew seasons. Hissuccessin
Porschesmeantthat his career was
headed towards long-distanceracing,
and that was a decision heembraced
in2014.Itisasensiblemovefora
driver without deep pockets who

Sheddenis off to World TCR, meaning Cammish got an opportunity

wantstomakealivingbyracingcars,
anditisnotanunusualroute.

But Cammish saysthatitisacareer
option thatisbecomingincreasingly
difficultto conquer. “Iamgoingtobe
29yearsold this year,” explained the
Yorkshireman. “IThaveonlyraceda
pukka GT caronce—yougetto
wonderingif itisever goingto
happen for you? Also, itisapath that
isbecomingincreasingly congested.
Look atthe Porsche junior drivers—
most of them arein their early 20s.

“Lotsof drivers are droppingout of
GP2or GP3andarelookingto GTs.
They have access to pretty good
budgets too. That meansthatthe
marketplaceisflooded, more sothan
ithaseverbeen. Youhave tobe
realisticand thelandscape has
alteredin GTracing.”

Andbeingrealisticis something
that Cammish will have todo in his
opening experiencesinthe BTCC.
Theracingishard, he will be atthe
controls of afront-wheel-drive car for
thefirst time in his competition
career,and Dynamics will befielding
abrand new, latest-spec Civic for
2018. Thereisplentytolearn.

“Iknowit’sdifferent, butI have
been successfulin everythingI have
done andIwill be up tospeed by the
time we getto Brands Hatch at the
start of the season,” says Cammish.
“Also,Iam with one of the more
experienced teams out there, so there
will bedatato pick over,and I have
Matt Neal alongside me too. What he
doesn’tknow aboutthe BTCCisn’t
worth knowing.

“Look at what [2017 champion] Ash
Sutton did: he was used torear-wheel
drive, jumped into front-wheel drive
with Renault Clios and then the MG
BTCC car and was a winner and then
wentback torear-wheel drive last
year and took the titlein the Subaru

| Levorg.Itcanbedone.”

'Jiil-

=

Yorkshireman enjoyed huge success in Porsche.Carrera Cup

/

Cammish alsohashismentorand
friend, the 1992 BTCC champion and
ITV commentator Tim Harvey, in his
corner too. “I'll be chewing his ear off
foradvice,” adds Cammish.

“Asfortheracing, people say that
T'll have to be prepared for the BTCC
butIhave watched plenty of it. Also,
the Porsche Supercupis alwaysfierce
too. While they don’t bumpintoeach
otherasmuch, itisstill pretty tough
going.Tamused toit,and Thaveno
doubtsabout my ability torace.”

Thereaction to Cammish’snew
berth hasbeen highly positive, and
itissomethingthatthedriver
himself hasnoticed.

“Thiswhole thingisapretty big
deal formeand my family,” he
explains. “Thave been watching the
social mediareaction.Isentouta
tweet to Matt Neal when the drive
became available. Within afew
minutes, ithad about 2001likes! When
Itweetabout GTracing, Igetabout
fiveresponses. Itisadifferent world.”

Itisaworld that Cammish wants to
buy intoin thelonger term, too.

“Lots of drivers have built
successful careersinthe BTCC that
canlast thedistance,” says Cammish.
“Ididn’t think that option was there
formeanymorein GTs, butitisinthe
BTCC.Iwanttobearoundforalong
timeand thisisagreatplacetostart.

“Sure, there will be pressure, but
whenisn’tthereinracing? Thatisthe
sortof situationIenjoy,and I have
everythingthereinfrontof meto
make therightkind of impression on
theseries. Thisreallyisadream
opportunity forme.”

Hisfirst opportunity will bein
Spaininacouple of weeks’time,
when thenew FK8version of the
Civic will be poundingaround
Parc Castelloli preparingfor the new
season. It will be the start of anew
chapterin Cammish’slife.

Record -breaking FFord title
CV |

Dan Cammish

From: Leeds, Yorkshire

Born: April 10, 1989

2017: Third in the Porsche Carrera
Cup GB (Redline Racing) (missed
two rounds); Porsche Supercup
(Lechner MSG Racing Team), fourth
2016: Porsche Carrera Cup GB
(Redline Racing), champion;

Porsche Supercup (Redline Racing),
one round, Blancpain GT Series
Endurance Cup (Konrad Motorsport),
one round

2015: Porsche Carrera Cup GB
(Redline Racing), champion; Porsche
Carrera Cup Germany (Konrad
Motorsport), four races, 23rd, Porsche
Supercup (Redline Racing), one round
2014: British GT4 Championship
(Team Parker Racing), eighth; Porsche
Carrera Cup GB (Team Parker
Racing), two races

2013: British Formula Ford (JTR), 24
wins from 24 races, champion

2012: Formula Renault Eurocup
(Atech Reid GP), two races

2011: Formula Renault UK (Mark
Burdett Motorsport), sixth

2010: British Formula Ford
Championship (Kevin Mills Racing and
JTR), third

2009: British Formula Ford (Kevin
Mills Racing), sixth, Scholarship

Class winner; ADAC Formel Masters
(Neuhauser Racing), six races, 13th
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CK PARFITT JR

British GT’s champion is more than a rock star who wentracing.,
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Parfitt is British GT
champion...

reconceptions
canbea
dangerous
thingin
motorsport.
Often what
you perceive
from the outside, can be very
different up close.

Rick Parfitt Jristhe perfect
example. Let’slook at the Parfitt
recipefirst. He’s the son of amusic
idol, a talented and successful
musician himself, heraces a Bentley
-heck, he even wears those big,
reflective superstar-style sunglasses.

Fromadistance you could expect
temper tantrums when things
don’tgohis way, a general air of
pamperedness and the unshakable
tagof aracingdiva.

Butgospeak tothe man himself,
and you’ll find none of that. Despite
the obviouslabels you could throw
atParfitt, none of them stick.

Intruth, he’sahard-working, self-
mademan, whoalso happens to have
found hisfeetasaracingdriver. And
abloody good oneat that.

“You know, I still that get weird
moment when Idon’tactually believe
what’sgoingonisreal,” says Parfitt.
“Sometimes whenIwalk down the
pitlane and see all the people, and
thenIgointothe garage and seethis
amazing Bentley sat there withmy
nameonitIstill getthe ‘Nah! This
can’tbereal...dolIreally gettodo
this?’ It’s sosurreal sometimes, but
Toddly hopelIneverlosethatfeeling.

Ratcliffe (left) jointchampin’13

It’spartof whatmakesracing
specialforme.”

Andracingfor Parfittis special. He
earnedit. He wasn’talwaysarock
star,and he certainly hasn’tlived
off theriches of hisfamousfather.

Little-known fact, heused tosell
advertisingspacein these very pages
before heading off to chase hisown
musical aspirations. He was always a
keen karter, but hefinally got tomake
themoveinto carracingin 2012 when
hejoined the Ginetta GT5 Challenge.
Justayearlater and he was British
GT4 champion. Five years on from
hisfirstrace, he’smade history by
becomingthefirst driver everto
win both the GT4 and GT3 British
GT Championshiptitles.

While the GT4title wasimpressive,
lastyear was Parfitt’sbest yet. He
stood head-and-shouldersabove a
competitive British GT3entry to
claim a massive milestone alongside
SebMorrisinthe Team Parker
Racing-run Bentley Continental.

It wasjust the pair’s second year
together, and Parfitt’s thirdin GT3.
He’d shown flashes of pacein 2016,
sopeople expected alot from him for
2017, but oddly Parfitt himself didn’t.

“I’'veneverentered aseason
seriously entertaining the thought
of winningthe championship, solast
year was mind-blowing for me,” he
says. “Attheendof thedayI'mjusta
bloke that sings to entertain people,
nota career-focused racingdriver. I
justgointoeach yearaimingtodo
aswellasIcan.If Iwin,thenthat’s

_Daytoha outing
showed pace [

fantastic, but Ineverreally expect to
win. If I finish 10th and get out of the
car knowingthatI've done absolutely
thebestIcould,thenI'mjustas
happy. Racingisaboutenjoyment
and exploring your own limits,
andthat’swhyIdoit.

“The atmosphere and camaraderie
at Team Parker has beenreally key
tooursuccessaswell.It’slikeabig
family. In Stuart [Parker] we havea
team boss who’s so good technically
that we canleave him tomake the big
callsbothinthe garage and onthe
pitwall, thatreally helps yourelax
andfocusontheracing.”

Another bigfactorin Parfitt’srise
hasbeenteam-mate Morris. He’s
unquestionably had abiginfluence
on Parfitt’sdriving, but this year
that partnership will be broken up
asMorrisheadstochaseadrive
in Europe.

“SebandIhadalongchataboutit,
ashe waskeen todefend the British
title with me, but we ultimately want
different thingsin the sport,” says
Parfitt. “He’sa young, career-focused
driver and heneedstobein
Europe chasingfactory drives.

I'm comfortable and happy in
British GT, soit made sense for us
togoourseparate ways this year.

“Seb’s done alot for me, and helped
metothepoint where 'mnow driving
better than I probably ever thought
Icould.”

Abyproduct of Parfitt’s British
campaign last year was winningan
outinginthe supportracetothe

Photos: Jakob Ebrey
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. Rick Parfitt Jr

~ Age: 43 From: Nottingham

LA. N() 2017: British GT3 (Team Parker
Bentley), champion with Seb

Morris, three wins
2016: British GT (Team Parker
Bentley), third with Seb Morris,
one win
2015: British GT3 (Team LNT
Ginetta), with Tom Oliphant/Ryan
Ratcliffe, 18th
2014: British GT4 (Century
Motorsport Ginetta), with Tom
Oliphant, fourth
2013: British GT4 (Optimum
Ginetta), champion with Ryan
Ratcliffe, three wins
2012: Ginetta GT5 Challenge

. (Piranha Motorsport), ninth
twice

Parfitt was the stand-out amateur racer inlast year’s championship

Daytona 24 Hoursina GMG Racing
AudiR8 GT4.Heimpressed by
qualifyingfourth overallin a high-
quality field, butafuelissueended
hischancesintherace.

If anything, Parfitt saysany
preconceptions of him have worked
againsthim. “You can comeacross
some snobbery in the higherlevels
of thesport,” hesays. “I've had it
before, with one driver even telling
me ‘you’re noracingdriver, you're
justinatribute band’. It was quite
ironicreally asIraced against that
driverrecently and overtook him,
justthinking ‘who’s theracing driver
now, mate?’ Now I'm the first driver
towin both British GT'titlesand a
fullmember of the British Racing
Drivers’ Club, whichisjustsurreal.”

For this year, Morrisisreplaced by

Welshman Ryan Ratcliffe alongside
Parfittin British GT. Theduoare

one of justtwo Bronze-Silver-graded
driver pairings, with the majority

of the grid beingformed of a

Bronze with a Gold or Platinum
factory driver. “We wouldn’t be
entering British GT again if wedidn’t
feel we could win it,” adds Parfitt.
“Ryanislikemy surrogate brother—
we’veraced against each othersincel
startedin GT5s,and we know each
othersowell.

“We might nothave the outright
pace of thefactory guys, but British
GTisallabout consistency. Last year
waslikea dream, and it shows what
you can achieve when you just keep
pluggingaway and don’t give up.
There’snoreason we couldn’t
have another yeai'like that.” il

i

Morris (left) and
Parfitt won in 2017 | .-

The bhattle with Crohn’s disease that ambitious racer has to defeat every day, every stint

Rick Parfitt Jr has been living with
Crohn’s disease since childhood.
Crohn’sis achronic condition of
the gut which causes painful
inflammation of the intestinal
lining. Itisincurable at present
andrequires careful management.
“Becauseit’s a hidden illness,
people might assume that I’'m
absolutely well, but I’'m not,”

admits Parfitt. “Last year it was
very much highlighted because of
lots of stresses, and my schedule
meant that at British GTIwasina
lot of pain, and there were times
when I was getting into the car
absolutely buckled over in pain.
But luckily, adrenalin helped
with alittle bit of it, along with a
lot of painkillers.”

In addition to being physically
painful, Crohn’s often affects
energy levels, something that’s
challenging for aracing driver.

“You get to a point, and it just hits
you,” he says. “The team know that
if we get to that point during the
day when I am just becoming over-
tired, I will just callita day and I’'l1
say ‘I’'m not getting back in the car

now’, because that’s when
mistakes can happen. Mistakes at
180mph are not something that
youreally want to entertain. The
mostimportant thingis sleep.
“I’m the most un-rock and roll
person in the world, ever! I'm
always in bed early when I can,
and even on race weekendsItry
and getasmuch sleepasIcan.”

Regardless, Parfitt still has
designs on the Le Mans 24 Hours.

“It’s just managing your stints. I
don’t think that would be too much
of aproblem,” he says. “I think it
would beimmensely tiring, and I
would be pretty much crucified
atthe end of it, butit’s definitely
something I have to get used to.”

Rachel Harris-Gardiner
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Hansens target WRX
return with Peugeot

Brothers Timmy and Kevin Hansen
areclosingonadeal toremain part
of Peugeot’s World Rallycross

team for2018.

The French marque announced
in October that it would continue in
World RX this season with nine-time
World Rally champion Sebastien
Loeb, butis yettoannounce who
else will drive for the squad.

Havingrunaprogrammein
collaboration with Kenneth
Hansen’s Hansen Motorsportsquad
since 2014, Peugeot will take its
rallycross operationsin house for
2018, utilisingresources fromits
now defunct Dakar programme.

“Thefearlast year was thatI would
be withoutaseat,” Timmy Hansen
told Motorsport News. “It was great
news when Peugeot actually
announced that they’re continuing
and then I've worked hard on trying
to get that seat. We will present soon
what’s happening with me.”

The Swede has five World RX wins
tohiscreditand challenged Petter
Solberg for the World RX crown in
2015. “Thereare three teams thatare
ableto win and you wantto bein one
of those,” he continued. “Sebis done
for one of the seats and obviously
thesecond seatisa very good one.
Peugeot are puttingin bigeffort
and we have a good relationship.”

Kevin Hansen won the European
Championship title with Peugeot
supportin 2016 before moving to
World RXlast yearin a third works-
backed Peugeot 208, and appears set
to continue with the squad for this
season. “It’sreally difficult to get
things done when you were eighth
in the world championship [last
season],” said Kevin Hansen. “It’s
notlonguntil testing for everybody
begins, so it would be very nice to
have things sorted before then.”

Hillard encouraged hy

South African attack

Briton Dick Hillard finished sixth in
the Hot Rod final on his first appearance
of what will be a full campaign in South
Africathisyear.

The veteran has decided torace
overseasrather thaninthe UK this
year. He was aiming to ship out his own
Vauxhall Tigratorace and had planned
tofitanupgraded 16vengine tothe car,
but delaysin completion of the new
motormeantthe car wasnotready
intime, andisstill in the UK.

Planstoborrow alocally sourced VW
Corradoalsofell through when that
was struck by engine maladies too, so
Hillard purchased another Tigra—fitted
with arotary engine—fromalocal to
contesttheracesin Mahem, Pretoria.

“Wehad very little time to practice,”
said Hillard. “Thetrack isthe smallest
onthe tour—Iwould compareitto
Aldershotinthe UK. Therotary
power was very powerful butina

ByHalRidge

World Rallycross driver
Guerlain Chicheritis set
torace his G-Fors-built
Renault Clio in the first
rallycross event held at
Silverstone next month
in the opening round of
the British Rallycross
Championship.
Chicherit willrace one
of two Megane Supercars
built by British firm
Prodrive for his GCK team
in World RX this year, but
will get up to speed on
the new British circuit by

racingthe Clioon March 17.

“It’sagood opportunity
todriveinanactualraceat
thetrack, because nobody
willreally have had any
chancetoraceonthat
track before the World RX
round,” the Frenchman
told Motorsport News.

“Thisisjusttotest. Both
the Clioand Megane are
new, everythingisnew
includingtheengines and
both carsareanew design
sowejustneedtodrive
andtotestand see where
weare.”

Aswellas GCK, Chicherit
isheadingup the G-Fors

squad thisseason, which
isbuildingatrio of new
Renault Cliostoracein
the European and French
Championships.

Ithasalready announced
former Albatec Racing
driver Jere Kalliokoski
asdrivingone of the Clios,
butisyettoannounce
any additional drivers,
including who will race
the second Meganein the
GCKsquadin World RX.

“The second driveris
signed, we willmake an
announcementonthat,”
said Chicherit. “We are
excited thateverything
iscomingtogether after
two years planning. We’re
goingforabigplan. We
have designed everything
from scratch [onthe
Megane], even the engine,
transmission, gearbox,
everything. We took some
risks because everything
isnew but we have this
year for testingas much
aswecan.

“Ihope we can make
some results, [ hope we
can make some finals and
show the potential and
be focused on 2019, when
Thope todrive for the

RENAULT TO MAKE UK DEBUT
IN OPENING BRX ROUND
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french machine developed at Silverstone

\

L

!
i

Clio will make its UK

debut at Silverstone

different way tomy regular motor.
Duringthe meeting, we had a misfire
and some brakeissues that were
holding me back, but we still went and
did quite well and got three finishes.
Thenextroundsare over the
Easter weekend.”

Hillard was ninth in the opening
heatand then went on tofinish third
inracetwo. Inthefinal, he was sixth.

Hillard has raced
in South Africa

@ British National Hot Rod racers were
beaten by localsin thefirst South Africa
versusthe UK at Tygerberg Raceway
near Cape Town last weekend. Brits
Martin Heath, Paul Frost, Bradley
Dynesand Scot Paul Carruthers took
part. They willremain in the country to
take partin the Hot Rod 2.1 series, which
features unlimited 2100cc Hot Rods,

this weekend.

Trois-Rivieres hosses
look to ice race series

Organisers of the Canadian round of
the World Rallycross Championship are
formingplanstohosta winterrallycross
eventnext January,similarto the RallyX
onIceeventsheld in Scandinavia.

Grand Prix de Trois-Rivieres director
general Dominic Fugere visited the
openinground of RallyX onIceat
Ostersund earlier thismonth.

“I'went with our director of operations
Jacinthe Ayotte at the suggestion of
Andreas Eriksson [OlsbergsMSE boss
and RallyX on Ice organiser],” Fugere
told Motorsport News. “He thought
rallycross on ice could work well at our
venue, since we share the same weather
as Sweden and the same passion for
motorsports. Iceracinghad ahuge
followingin Canada, driverslike Alex
Tagliani, Andrew Ranger and Marc-
Antoine Camirand all cut their teethin
the discipline before goingon toroad
racingsuccess.”

The proposed event would take place
within the Hippodrome section of the

Canadahasaniceracinginitiative

GP3R circuit, where theloose-surface
section of the World RX circuitislocated.
“It’d be greatto bringanother event to

Trois-Rivieres usingour organisingteam,
our hugeheated grandstands and the
legendary Canadian cold weather,”
said Fugere.

“We’re considering options for classes
and competitors, tohavinga Supercar
Open, snowmobiles, snowcross,
side-by-sides and motorcycles.”

Tohill to join the stars of the World Rallycross Championship in Belgian series

Former European Rallycross champion
Derek Tohill will join anumber of World
and Europeanrallycross competitors
by racinginthe openinground of the
Belgian Rallycross Championship

at Mettet this weekend.

New EKS signing Andreas Bakkerud
will make his debutin one of the squad’s
2017-spec Audi S1 quattros, while Swede
Peter Hedstrom and event team-mate
Daniel Thoren will drive a pair of
Volkswagen Polos. Guerlain Chicherit
isalso expected to debut the G-Fors

Renault Clio he will race at Silverstone.

Tohill, whofinished seventhin the
Euro RX Supercar category last season,
isplanningtorace his OlsbergsMSE-
built Ford Fiestain the event, against
theregular Belgian contingent.

“The car hasundergone a full rebuild,”
Tohill, who’s Fiestaisrun by the C-Sport
team, told Motorsport News. “Aslongas
thefinal partsarrive this week, I'll dust
down the cobwobs off myself and get
some much needed seat time. We will
runaninterim spec car for the weekend

as some major parts won’t be ready for
alittle while yet, but this givesusan
opportunity totry tofind a good set up on
what I would consider to be my weakest

venue in the 2018 EuroRX Championship.

“Weplanto test at Mettet on Saturday
and allthings going well toracein the
first round of the Belgian Championship
on Sunday. Nothing beats competitive
seattime.Ithink there are some front-
running World Championship drivers
competing on Sunday soit will be good
forustochasethem.”

Irishman Tohill
to race at Mettet
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When playing the rulebook is...fair play

There was outrage when Sebastien Ogier gave up time on Rally Sweden. But why?

All of Sebastien Ogier’s worst nightmares came true on Rally Sweden. He knew that running first on the road would render his challenge

useless, and so it proved. And, to cap it all, Thierry Neuville was throwing his Hyundai i20 around with great speed and went on to take an

accomplished win — and the championship lead.
It was M-Sport driver Ogier's decision to clock in late ahead of the powerstage in an effort to get better road conditions that caused discussion. Surely that

wasn't the actions of a true sportsman, they said. That’s rubbish, it was a top sportsman gaining any advantage he could after a troubled weekend. It certainly

wasn'tillegal, and it helped him gain four points. Sure, it was only four points, but let's see how important they are at the end of the year...

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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Hannah Doran found Mansell’s racer

Rich Cranston went to see testing

Neil Kirby’s high-speed CN capture
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: Marshalling’s a must
: Iread MN’s Stateof National

: Rallyingfeature (Feb14).Ibelieve

. thateachrally crew (driver and

: navigator)should have tomarshal

: onceperyearandobtaina

: signature, or they would not be

: includedin any championship
resultsattheend of the year.

This would not only increase the

number of marshals, butalso give

: every competitor an understanding
: of thelotof amarshal sothey donot
: abusethepeoplethatallow themto

¢ gorallying.

If every championship from the

: British Rally Championship down
: madeentrantsmarshal on one of

: theeventsincludedintheseries,a
: lotof thenumber problems would
: besolved. Also, barrierstoentry.I
gaveup historicrallyingduetothe
: continual changestoregulations

: forbothsafety and other reasons.

: Everythingfrom bigger mud flaps,
. extrarollcagebarstonew belts,

. seats, extinguishersand helmets

: withthe HANS device.

The costsjust became stupid. It

: seemstheregulations aretocreate

: salesfor the equipment companies,
: because crew injuriesinrallyingdo
: notreflectthe need for change.
Rick Parker

: Viaemail

: More communication
+ Withregardsto your State of

: National Rally investigation, I still

: think the governingbody, the MSA,
: doesn’tdoenough to work with

: grassroots motorsportin general

: andrallyingisnoexception. It
doesn’t communicate particularly

: well withlicence holders and those

: withavestedinterestinthesport.

Rallyingin the UK (and Ireland)

: facessomeof the toughest

¢ challengesever. Aswellasthe

. political element (NRW for

: example), thereistheincreasingly

: environmental aspect. What was

: accepted 20 or 30 yearsago

: nowadaysjustcan’tand won’t

: happen. People have veryloud

: voices, which with social media

: today arevery easily heard. Throw
: inhealth and safety constraints,

! insuranceissuesintoday’slitigious
. society, if wearenot careful,

: rallyinginforests will cease to exist
: withinthenext20years.

With such challenges should

: comeasiegementality betweenall
interested parties, butapartfroma
. fewgloriousexceptions (Rally 4
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Wales and Rally 2WD being two), I
don’tseethat. The MSA, underthe
cloak of ‘safety’ keeps making
change upon change, many of
which areunnecessaryin many
people’sbooks. Italienates hard-
pressed competitors, mainly
clubmen, justlikeme. The lifed
seats/belts charade being one such
grievance as someone who only
doestwo orthreeeventsayearin
my Peugeot 206: last year I threw
away perfectly good equipment that
haddoneadozen orsoTarmac
rallies. It cost me £1500 toreplace
because, as someone who does take
responsibility for my own safety, I
buy the bestIcanafford, butIcan
see where others are coming from
as why buy top quality stuff when
youend up throwingitaway?
Seeding order wouldn’t stopme
enteringaforestrally,it’sarally car
after allandin any case, that’show
itusedtobe! Carsnumberedin the
170sand 180son the 1970s RAC
Ralliesdidn’t have a problem.
Finally, on the subject of
‘conscription-typemarshalling’
whereby the onus would beona
competitor to bring someone with
them, Iseenothingbut problems
there. It’sa specialistjob thatnot
justanyonecando.
Larry Carter
Motorsport journalist and
broadcaster
Viaemail

Where’s the gravel?
If youwere todraw aline from
Humberside to Cardiff and look
south, and youmight well ask:
‘Whatis gravel rallying?’
Thishugepartof the UK, and the
mostpopulated, is devoid of any
major gravel events. Long gone are
the Sunseeker Rally, the Tempest

Rally, Rally of Kentand London
Rally, while the Somerset Stagesis
onasabbatical (if ever toreturn)
and the Wyedean relegated from the
BTRDA. Thatmeansthereismore
pressure than ever onfindingslots
inthe timetable torevisit Wales for
yetanother mainstream
championshiprally.

Had the governing body, the MSA,
the Championship committee and
the Rallies committee stepped up
some years agoand worked with the
organisers of these eventstoensure
championship status, then they
may still berunning and pressure
on the Welsh forests alleviated.

Asitis, thetreatmentof the
Sunseeker organisersinpullingthe
plugon theirrallyasaBRCround,
and dropping the Wyedean from the
BTRDA series, suggeststomeno
coherent thinking for thelonger
termonthe geographical spread of
rallies for the wider benefit of all.

Tothoseinvolved atthe MSA HQ
at Colnbrook, you’ve brought this
onyourselves, start theremedy
(assumingitisnotalready toolate)
by working with and supportingthe
organising clubsto getrallies
traditionally held outside of Wales
backintothefold and bringthe
sporttoawideraudience.

Martin Jackson
Viaemail

Frustrations
Inreaction to your State of National
Rallyingissue, I have a story.
Thaveacarsatingarage, ready to
go.Iam, however, self employed
and very busy and I have family
commitmentstoseetowhenlam
not working.Ido, though, have two
or three weekends spare a year and
Iwouldliketodoa couple of rallies.
ThenIlookintoit: waitaminute,
my seat and belts are now out of
date.Imightnot getoutthisyearat
allnow.Iam spending £1500 on
themtositinthe garageforthe
majority of theseasonand I'd have
togetabloody HANS device too.
Oh, andIalsoneed anew helmet
tofitsaid device.
Maybenext year...
Idon’tcareaboutseedingif I'm
onlydoingafewrallies,Ican’t
expecttobeatthesharpendIjust
want to go outand have fun. There
must be hundreds of people
wantingtodoafewralliesayear.
That’salotof entries.
James Orton
Viaemail
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NASCAR: Atlanta
M Race: Sunday, 1830-2300hrs,
Premier Sports

FRIDAY-SUNDAY
EStoneleigh Park,
Coventry

Race Retro

Starts 0930hrs Admission see
website Web raceretro.com

SATURDAY
mGuernsey,
Channel Islands
Guernsey Rally

Starts 0900hrs Admission free
Web gmccce.co.uk

SUNDAY

EKnockhill circuit,
Fife

Grant Construction Rally Stages
Starts 0831hrs Admission TBC

Web borderecossecarclub.com

EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT PASSING
YOUR ARDS TEST

Ford and Porsche battled until the last lap at Le Mans

With Fernando Alonso set to
take onthe Le Mans 24 Hours
this year and generating even
more interest in the great race,
there's no better time to look
back at the 2017 running.

Allthe major moments are
captured andrelived in the
official review DVD, including
how Porsche and Toyota
capitulated, how an LMP2 car
almost took outright victory, and
the fantastic GTE Pro battle that
went down to the final lap.

There are several chapters
including start, dusk and dawn,
meaning you can break the race
into manageable segments as
at 240 minutesin lengthit's
certainly along watch.

Attimes it's also a little difficult

to follow what is going on as
huge chunks are cut out and
arun-down of the order could
probably be shown alittle
more often to help with this.

Accompanying the fantastic
pictures is live commentary
that was provided by Radio Le
Mans during the event.

This is both great and a little
frustrating. It works wellin
that the excitement in the
commentators’ voices is not
laid over the top weeks or
months later in a studio.

A downside of this is the
constant non-stop talking,
which works fine for radio as the
commentator ‘paints a picture’
inthe listener's head. Butin a
DVD review it doesn't allow

Ec) motorsport.tv

It’sthat time of the week where
there’sthelatestinstalment from
The Great History Of The 24
Hours Of Le Mans series
(Thursday, 1400-1500hrs). The
1969-running would feature the
closestfinish in the event’shistory
asJackyIckxand Hans Herrmann
battled for thelead in the closing
minutes, as wellasthefinal
appearance for the Ford GT40.
Thenon Friday continue
watchingthe 2017 Super
Formula season with round
six from Sugo (0700-0900hr's),
as Frenchman Pierre Gasly
attempted to take a hat-trick of
wins and the championshiplead
inthe penultimate meeting.

the pictures to breathe and in
areview this long it starts to
feel alittle overwhelming
come the end.

There are also moments
where the commentary doesn't
overlap with the pictures
correctly orinformation
said is incorrect, which
again, does make it a little
confusing at times.

There are also some bonus
features on the DVD, the best
of which is Toyota's Kamui
Kobayashi's on-board
qualifying lap-record.

As ever Duke Video doesn't
disappoint and this is a solid
addition to the collection forany
motorsport fan.

Stefan Mackley

MIKE BUSHELL'S
JOURNEY BACK

TOBRITISH
TOURING CARS

From the warm comfort of
yourlivingroom enjoy the thrills
and spills on the snow of Rally
Sweden as Sebastien Ogier
leads the way after his season-
opening win in Monte Carlo
(Friday, 2100-2200hrs).

There’sthe chancetoonceagain

watch highlights of the Bathurst
12 Hours at theiconic Mount
Panorama circuitin Australia
(Sunday, 0730-0930hr's).

And catch-up with the Race
of Champions from Saudi
Arabia, asformer F1driver
David Coulthard beat strong
competition from across the globe
torecord hissecond winin the
event (Sunday, 2200-2300hrs).

1DVD REVIEW LE MANS 24 HOURS 201

W T " 0
2 HE WORLD's GREATEST ENDURANCE Race
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motorsport compounds

PERFORMANCE BRAKES

Cambndge
Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Address for advertising  Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.

N
(Alloywheelrepairs.com ||

- Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

- Wheels chemically stripped, fne bead
blasted and powder coated.

- Wheels inserted and PCD and ofset
altered.

( Chevette )|

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

- 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

01904 703 863,

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

DID YOU

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
KNOW?

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

75% of our
readers have

. e been reading
F.ABR'CAGE" S for longer
mouon s o mamracrons | | onge o engine components o | | HAD. 5 HERLS:

Tubular Steel Bending & Fabrication LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM in Motors ort
Roll Cages with aver 20 years Experience LOTUS 900-SERIES NeWS he
Your Safety is our Priority VAUXHALL XE
i ,“a:"é”““’ﬂt';“m“"’"“ VAUXHALL ECOTEC your agvert
SRR ROVER K-SERIES in front
Call or buy online! au‘c’li:nlggavlgho
For friendly helpful advise contact Peter Folbi
o) 2t e & QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK trust the title
= fabricagebt@gmail.com f 0 1 5 09 4 1 2 3 1 7 )

www.proalloy.co.uk
(@ sales@proalloy.co.uk

01440 710266 73%

Pro Alloy Motorsport, 15 Rookwood Way
Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 8PB

eSS e SE—
| Smed 4 =
ALLOY co.uc

SPECIALIST MOTORSPORT ENGINEERING

Pro Alloy Motorsport are one of the leading manufacturers of alloy radiators, intercoolers, fuel systems
and specialist alloy motorsport products. Our products are built to exacting specifications by craftsmen
and technicians who have honed their skills from many years of intensive research, development and
fabrication. From race cars to fast-road, through to thoroughbred classics, Pro Alloy has the solution to
ensure your car stays ahead of the competition....

Tweet Us
@ProAlloy

www.proalloy.co.uk

facebook.com/
proalloy.motorsport

Pro Alloy Motorsport specialise in one-off and small batch runs, working from h [ g:.;:‘

drawings, photographs or physically on the car itself. We are happy to produce
bespoke items such as radiators, fuel tanks, intercoolers, custom pipe work + more.

e ExhoaoustE s
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

Follow Us Like Us
twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts

01753532222 | Exhausts

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS

AND SERVICES

IN OUR NEXT
ISSUE CALL

Simpson

PERSPEX WINDOWS
Perspex or unbreakable polycarbonate. Tinted or
clear. Slider units, mud flaps (5 cols), roof vents,
full thermo-forming service now available.

>>>>>WORLDWIDE EXPORT <<<<<

AIREDALE RACE COMPONENTS
20 Layton Park Close, Rawdon, Leeds. LS19 6PJ

0113 250 9852

0203 4058 109

Tel:
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FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE
- [H300mm x W300 x LQ(]Dmm]

‘\-_;.‘»‘u-

'E299.99

PROJECT |

CMB-FT-020R
CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

ia_'

i L4

~

!‘!"_-‘ o I.-' iy
FE1 19499
PROJECT |

Performance Instruments

SCHRICIK
o rmeo—n-medh

[ ]

| FERODO |

— : y BACIG
FRF RONLDT BERT 40K PPN

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 1 ., G
[HB10mm x WE10mm x L1

a9 95

1 X FAR
+FORK LIFT BRACKETS [B

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 MLLOII
[H250mm x W300mm
* L900mm)

CMB-FT017
- CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL
MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE

A

THE UK'’S LARGEST SUPPLIER OF TANKS & TANK ACCESSORIES

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON '\ (™
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm] \

:1[i||ll|||[lil

INLET, 6MM QUTLET
~ 1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 18 GALLON
[H300mm x W300mm F

209,99

PROJECT

CMB-FT015
CUSTOM
INLET, 6mm OUTLET

FILLER NECK +STRAPS [EAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

nﬂﬂﬂc ' — e -

CALL FOR MORE INFO 21 BRUNEL CLOSE

01327 858 006

DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB

DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
www.mardigras.co.uk
www.performanceclutch.co.uk

Historic Engine Specialists

Lotus Twin Cam, BLW 110

Craig Beck Racing Ltd

7. 07876 221 932

E: craig@craigbeckracing.co.uk
www.craigbeckracing.co.uk
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Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

-~ ki
The handling, performance and driver feedback of the CSR
are a joy and take the 981 experience to the next level.

Tim Harvey - BTCC & Carrera Cup Champion

+44 (0)1296 663 824

www.rpmtechnik.co.uk [5ﬁ T — E[””ik‘_

Tring - Hertfordshire




36 FEBRUARY 21 2018 motorsport-news.co.uk Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

=Moetefindt

Tailor-made trucks and trailers

TAILORMADE TRAILER
FOR THE U.K.

Each trailer is tailored made to each customer’s requirements, the dimensions and configuration
are bespoke. We are able to create payloads up to 2500 kg — available as tarpaulin or solid
construction. Moetefindt has over 35 years experience in building individual trucks & trailers.

AIR SUSPENSION SYSTEM ALUMINIUM CONSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALLY EQUIPPED
The trailer tilts automatically and the Complete alloy chassis giving the system Extensive variety of options to build the
system is maintenance-free. the lowest empty weight. perfect solution to meet all requirements.

www.moetefindt.co.uk . 3
www.facebook.com/moetefindt E
I
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TRANSPORTERS

B

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

B e

=y
-
-

¥ Connected to you

i
T

= ==

L

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

www.brianjames.co.uk

Speed is of its essence

Built to outperform, the Race Transporter 6 has been designed around your race weekend.

Light-weight materials and clever design provide strength throughout. Combined
with a proven wheels under the bed chassis and advanced suspension your
journey with a Race Transporter will be competent and comfortable.

In the paddock the Race Transporter 6 includes many specific race
weekend orientated features providing a comfortable work environment.
Tyre and equipment storage is available in several places, with enhanced
options also offered. Interior lighting, remote controlled electric winch
and a full set of side doors with hatches all contribute to making

loading effortless and speedy.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,499 + vat ' : ACEETERE

S TRARIES
AN AMES TF .

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
I:EE TRANSPORTER Ia - _ A A _
For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Classified advertising: 0203 405 8109

QUALITY THAT WE ARE PROUD OF

Woodford GRP covered trailers - Value for money. Superior in design, quality and finish

A

PORTSMOUTH
BLENDWORTH TRAILER CENTRE
T: +44(0)2392 412731
E: sales@blendworthtrailers.co.uk
www.blendworthtrailers.co.uk

LONDON
VINTAGE & PRESTIGE FINE MOTORCARS
T: ++44 (0) 1442 236711
Mob: ++44 (0) 7967 260673
E: richard@vandp.net
www.vandp.net

WINCHESTER
TRAILERTEK LTD
Warren Farm
Micheldever Station
Winchester,
Hampshire
S0O21 3AS
T: 01962 774988
Fax 01962 795 093
E: info@trailers.co.uk
E: sales@trailertek.com
www.trailertek.com

NOTHINGHAM
GREGG MOTORSPORT
T: 07977975173
E: ian.gregg@gregg-motorsport.com
www.gregg-motorsport.com

LONDON-KENT
SOUTHEAST TRAILERS
498 London Road, Ditton, Kent
me206bz.

Dealers who hold stock

NORTH SCOTLAND
GLENBURGIE CARS

WOODFORD TRAILERS SCOTLAND

Easter Lawrenceton Steading
Forres IV36 2RL
T: +44 (0)1309 676787
E: sales@glenburgiecars.co.uk
www.woodfortrailersscotland.com

BOSTON
BLUE LINE TRAILERS
Main Road
Sutterton
Boston
Lincs
PE20 2BE
T: 01205 460346
E: accounts@blueline-trailers.co.uk

BRIDGEWATER
Bridgwater Trailer Centre
The Wireworks Estate, Bristol Road,
Bridgwater TA6 4AP
T: 01278 445000
www.bridgwatertrailers.co.uk

SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH LONDON TRAILER CENTRE

Hackbridge Station Depot
London Road, Wallington, Surrey
SM6 7BJ
T: 0208 647 0110
Mob: 07836 224250
E: steve@sltc.co.uk
ellisviner@btinternet.com

SLOUGH
BERKSHIRE COUNTY TRAILERS
Mobile: 07853263484
T: 01628 559782
E: sales@berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk
www.berkshirecountytrailers.co.uk

ESSEX
1 STOP TRAILERS
T: +44 (0)1787 249737
T: +44 (0)7850 554776
E: 1stoptrailers@mail.com
www. 1stoptrailers.co.uk

BRIGHTON
HALF MOON BAY (LEISURE) LTD
Smart-Trailers.co.uk
Monastery Lane
Storrington
West Sussex
RH20 4LR
T: 07950 968348
E: Alan@Smart-Tow.com
www.smart-tow.com

LEICESTER
MARSDEN BARN TRAILERS
Unit 1 Marsden Barn,
Huncote Road
Stoney Stanton,
Leicester
LE9 4DJ
T: 01455641367
Mob: 07968 888624
marsdenbarntrailers@gmail.com

NOTTINGHAM
APPLEYARD TRAILERS
The Kennels, Main St,Strelley,
Nottingham
NG8 6PD
T: 01159293901
Mob: 0785075014

MID WALES
HUMPHREYS & FOULKES
Unit 6, Lion Works, Pool Rd,
Newtown, Powys SY16 3AG
T: 01686 628144

LEEDS
ROTHWELL TRAILERS
126 Wakefield Road
Rothwell, Leeds
LS26 0SB
T: 01132887179
E: sales@rothwelltrailers.co.uk
rothwelltrailers.co.uk

READING
LOVELL TRAILERS
James Farrm
James Lane
Grazeley Green
Reading, RG7 1NB
E: sales@lovelltrailers.co.uk
www.lovelltrailers.co.uk
T: 01183240403

NORTHERN IRELAND
MONTGOMERY MOTORSPORT
T: 0044(0)2885549851

T: 07933842719 www.montgomery-motorsport.co.uk

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com

HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford Trailers Limited ® 14 Great Central Way e Daventry ® Woodford Halse ® Northants ¢ NN11 3PZ
Telephone: 01327 263384
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WEB DIRECTORY

. ELECTRONICS GEARBOXES RACEWEAR

__PHOENIX Gearboxman.com

Authorised stockists for: COM PETITI ON TRAN s M ISSION s E HVI c Es Silversione
PHILIPS Gearoxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more

and many more... The best of racewear & kartwear

01527908676 | BN ‘ Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007 www.gprdirect.com

RACE CARS

RACEWEAR

01933 411 993 F—iat i i RACE & RALLY

jondelrace@aol.com ! ' N ( PASSIONATE ABOUT MOTORSPORT
- = MCR's for sale

arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

140,000 PRODUCTS ONLINE... MORETO COME!  THE BEST BRANDS WITH RAPID DELIVERY!

MARDI GRAS | Fdamon tweeks)
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD [==] Momnsponr
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING. \\ MOTORSPORT
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128 Www.mardlgras.co.uk www.demon-tweeks.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS RACEWEAR

Teamwear Specialists = ;D

BT

®Quick Turnaround

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS

.

RACE & RALLY PARTS TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

op . - Telephone: 0121 557 2707 Email part-box.com
h erformance Tuning Specialists
» 2WD Superflow Rolling Road, P\ \ P t B@EE L .
%jm’;ﬂm 1200 hp a0 220 mh capacy - ar (=] 3 =] BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS
e

« Life Racing and Omex Engine Management Performance and Tuning Parts

We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW! b
GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will PETTAT e ’ 5
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine ®Min Order Only 4
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.
{‘\3 For more infomation emall: sales@grouf sport.com 2o type ®No Logo Set Up Fees
GroupB Motorsport.”  call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmotorsport.com W: shdev.co.uk E: shdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121 WWW. °9°meu P.Co U

e-mall  Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents \ 5 oo sl E "l )) Con n eCted to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

UK's biggest supplier of aftermarket products

northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com
or visit Plus much more, Contact us on

northamptonmotorsport.com 01604 766624 W wareume [HKS|  cusco

(€ 9:4:3:10).4 4

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

RACE & RALLY PARTS

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydrauli
P Y . www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
Livimgy e wigh Tife
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

sales@LMAautoparts.com www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRV.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS WHEELS & TYRES

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

e ——— -
' Ra#y:‘.(:RaceGe:arbaxes, Stock and custom made ) ) — COﬁPOMOT!VE
GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts FiA Fuel Cells. = ; Winni | Mornns;‘nnr wnsli;s ) 073
T:01782280136 F: 01782269913 Short lead times. 3 inning all over the world since 1973...
UGt 25 : :
E: sales@eliteracingtransmissions.com 01527 521050 ?& / - .-Jf'__/éj’) Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.

Including CXR, ML and MO
WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Ben Kavanagh Aaron McNamara Abbey Gunner

Classified Advertising Classified Advertising Senior Production Controller
T: +44 (0) 203 405 8109 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8108 T: +44 (0) 203 405 8131

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com E:aaron.mcnamara@motorsport.com E: abbey.gunner@motorsport.com
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