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‘As I was walking by the Thicket’s Side, where I met with her Majesty’s most
venerable chief Eunuch, and the King’s most illustrious chief Huntsman, I percciv’d
upon the Sand the Footsteps of an Animal, and I easily inferr’d that it must be a little
one. The several small, tho’ long Ridges of Land between the Footsteps oi the
Creature, gave me just Grounds to imagine it was a Bitch whose Teats hung down. and
for that Reason, I concluded she had but lately pupp’d. As I observ’d likewise some
other Traces, in some Degree different, which seem’d to have graz’d all the Way upon
the Surface of the Sand, on the Side of the fore-Feet, I knew well enough she inust
have had long Ears. And forasmuch as I discern’d; with some Degree of Curiosity, that
the Sand was every where less hollow’d by one Foot in particular, than by the other
three, I conceiv’d that the Bitch of our most august Queen was somewhat lamish, if 1
may presume to say so.

As to the Palfrey of the King of Kings, give me leave to inform you, that as I was
walking down the Lane by the Thicket-side, I took particular Notice of the Prints made
upon the Sand by a Horse’s Shoes; and found that their Distances were in exact
Proportion; from that Observation, I concluded the Palfrey gallop’d we @he next
Place, the Dust of some Trees in a narrow Lane, which was but seve }@l broad, was

here and there swept off, both on the Right and on the Left, abo rge Feet and six

Inches from the Middle of the Road. For which Reason I 9 {dnc’d the Tail of the

Palfrey to be three Foot and a half long, with which he vhisk’d off the Dust on

both Sides as he ran along. Again, I perceiv’d unde&@es, which form’d a Kind of
e

Bower of five Feet high, some Leaves that had b ly fallen on the Ground, and I
was sensible the Horse must have shook them o om whence I conjectur’d he was

five Foot high. As to the Bits of his Bridle, I knew they must be of Gold, and of the

0



Value I mention’d; for he had rubb’d the Studs upon a certain Stone, which I knew to
be a Touchstone, by an Experiment that I had made of it. To conclude, by the Prints
which his Shoes had left of some Flint-Stones of another Nature, I concluded his
Shoes were Silver, and and of eleven penny Weight Fineness, as I before mention’d.

The whole Bench of Judges stood astonish’d at the Profundity of Zadig’s nice

Discernment...”
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