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Avec Roger Gicquel et Jacky lckx découvrez : le Rallye de Monte-Carlo, les! rois de
la glisse, la nouvelle Peugeot 205 GTI, le Rallye Paris-Rlger-Dakar et le Rallye de Suéde.
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In ltaly (getting marigd), | came across
anitemin the local papers referringtoa
so-called grand scandale at Renault,
the essence of which wasthat the Régie,
as it's known in France, had been subsi-
dizing its sales in South America via
commodity purchases. These, rather
like the great ground-nuts scandal in
England, had gone sour on Renault:
they had lost rather a lot of money on
Café de Colombia. In defence of its
speculations, the Régie answered that
bartering wos pretty much the normin
international business; it just happened
theydbeen unlucky when the bottom of
the coffee market fell out.
The whole idea seemed to me particu-
larly fascinating and splendidly applic-
able to Formula One, where, after all,
Cafe de Colombia is (was?) something
of asponsor. In fact, the mind boggles ot
the deals that could be made. Would
one swop Keke Rosberg for a tanker-
load of yoghourt? When Prost had
grown melancholy, how many gross of
cartons of Marlboro was he worth?
What was the price in Boss gear for a
BMW engine?
There seemed to be only one obstacle
to such deals: that commadity specula-
tion works both ways; markets rise and
fall. There is never a glut on talent,
There is often one on fruits and vege-
tables.

Elsewhere in this issue, Mike Doodson
writes eloguently about a steaming Rio
ond the Copacabana Palace Hotel
where most of the teams were staying
during testing: a deal in the once-eleg-
ant and cupolad hotel on Copacabana
Beach. No , you risk your life
going on the beach, and should you
escape the chain-snotchers and watch-
grabbers on Copacabana’s fabled
strand, all you have to dois walk out the

6

other side and your chances of getting
shot/mugged kidnapped/moleste
are just about as good.

But the presence of the Family there
recalls a splendid incident from the pal-
mier, earlier days of the celebrated
hostelry. When the then-young Lord
Alexander Hesketh was having his
brief and incandescent fling in Formula
One, and Master James Hunt was his
emissary to Lotus-land. Hesketh, then
as now, is tall, portly and utterly inflap-

WOULD ONE SWOP KEKE
ROSBERG FOR A TAN-
KER-LOAD OF YOG-
HOURT?

pable. As hoppens in Rio, he had fet-
ched himself up an elegant lady for an
evening's companionship. The lady was
of crparﬁculorl dark hue and Hesketh,
briefly exposed to the sun, was particu-
larly pink. Arm in arm, then, the couple
entered the lobby and walked across to
the lift, which in those days was atten-
ded by white-gloved boys in splendid
red uniforms.

The doors are duly flung open (the
place had style) and Lord Hesketh step-
pedin. So did the lady. Only to have the
assistant manager, a carnation in the
lapel of his dark pin-stripe suit, come up
and say: be;i'your ardon, milord, but
you may not have friends up to your
room.” Said Hesketh, who also has style,
"How dare you insult my sister?” Signal-
led the boy to close the doors and rode
maijestically up.

Driving to Ricard last week, where Lotus,
Renault, Brabham, Ligier and McLaren
were all testing, one could see the

results of the mistral which was blowing
and gusting at over 100mph. In one
short stretch on the motorway Isaw one
car with its windscreen shattered by
pebbles blown up from the road, a
second shoved into the center guard-
rail and bounced back across the road
(the windsocks, needless to say, were all
blown out like well-worn tights) and a
lorry trailer simply overturned.

Up on the circuit, which is exposed to all
the winds of the universe (and not a few
ill-winds besides), things were even
worse. Drivers would go out for a
couple of laps and then some back in,
each describing how impossible it was
to negotiate corners when in effect the
wind could push you sideways at the
wrong moments. By Thursday merning,
conditions were so bad that any gap in
the fencing or the trees along the
straight was like having someone take
your car and simply slap it sideways. As
a result, there was more fretting and
chafing at the bit than usual, and most
of the action, such as it was, was in the
garages.

VICHY SOIT QUI MAL Y

PENSE...!

There, Nelson Piquet was recounting a
friend’s adventure on the Italian motor-
way. The friend, in a deep fog, was stea-
ming down the autostrada in the vici-
nity of Reigio Emilia, in some hurry.
Seeing nothing, he decided to follow a
Mercedes that he thought might have
better vision than his own Volve, Nelson
was all very graphic, complete with
engine and gear noises. Unfortunately,
neither the Mercedes nor Nelson's
friend saw the toll-booth on the motor-
way and both cars piled right into it.

Now, | thought it was curious to find this

so funny, but then, being never surpri-
sed at driver humour, | asked why it all
seemed so droll: after all, the friend was
in hospital. It was Gordon Murray who
explained it all to me. He started twit-
ching his hand as though on a motor-
hike%‘landle and Nelson grinned, who
was giving him some vast machine as a
present. “Fastest bike in the world,” said
Gordon. “Yeah,” said Nelson laconi-
cally, “for years he's been trying to kill
me, but me, | want to retire, so now | try
to kill him!” It left F1 humour still inexplic-
able. But then both men had wind up
their tails.

Nearby, Andrea de Cesaris was sitting
shivering in a car and Guy Ligier was
pacing up and down in front o?his gar-
age, looking very much in charge in a
brown loden coat. As | have long won-
dered what keeps Guy afloat in the
business, | asked someone very much in
the heart of the business, who told me,
“But you know how money brings in
money. Guy hasthe biggest budget he's
ever had. And then, you know, a little
you can always squeeze out of any
budget, right?” | demurred. What? |
thought every penny of sponsor money
wentinto the cars. My interlocutor puta
finger to his lips. “Vichy soit qui mal y
pense,” he whispered. The joke being
that Ligier is from Vichy. But water is not
his favourite drink. French wit, you see.

The next event on the windswept plain
was the sight of Elio de Angelis driving
up the pit-lane in his elegant saloon. A
disgusted Nigel Mansell wos leaning
on the garage wall opposite as a youn:
man leaped out of the car and helpeg
Elio to park - an operation that took
some three minutes - “Calls himself a F1
driver and he needs his brother to help
him park does he?" said Nigel, laconic
as ever.

Elsewhere in the Lotus pit, Peter Wart,
who was about to embark on a three-
week wine-tasting course in Norwich,
was looking anxiously around for his
engineer, Gérard Ducarouge, a scene

IN MONACO, IT'S HOW
MUCH CONCRETE YOU
CAN BUILD AROUND
THE BLUE-RINSE SET.

that, according to French wags, hap-
pens every five minutes or so. Said one
such, "Naturally, Gérard likes to come
over fo the French pits for a cup of cof-
fee and a natter. But apparently he has
refused to sign a contract with Lotus,
and that makes Peter nervous, so whe-
rever you see Duca, you can be sure
Peter will be there a few minutes later,
just sort of checking up...".

As should be obvious by now, drivers
and teams with ftime on their hands
practise their other craft, which is wit
ond malice: in about equal proportions.
The sport is competitive indeed: what
goes up must get knocked down.

Fulvio Ballabio, who was seen at Rio
trying out a Spirit sporting the legend,
Sport Goofy, and who has sponsorship
from Mondadori's Mickey Mouse divi-
sion, was in some difficulty when a cer-
tain newspaper announced that hed
signed a contract as that troubled
team’s Number One driver. The trouble
was that, whatever one thought of his
talents, about which there was so far no
great enthusiasm (his sponsorship
money, of course, arouses quite a bit of
enthusiasm), young Fulvio didn't have a
F1 super-licence. Worse, when hed
gone through the motions (experience,

points earned in lesser formulae and so
on), the ltalian CSAIl had declined to
endorse his application.

Actually, four aspirants to F1 drives are
without the super-licences: Francois
Hesnault, the Ligier Number Two, Phi-
lippe Alliot of March, Ballabio ond
Emerson Fittipaldi. It seems world
champions keep their licences for five
ears after their last title; Emerson’s has
ong run out. But as far as Spirit is con-
cerned, Ballabio's getting a test at Imola
and they hope thot it the car isn't
wrecked and the ltalion puts in some
decent times, the authorities at FISA will
approve his licence when they next
meet on the 28th of this month.

The signs of the times in the rallyin
world show that Monte Carlo, one o
the big international events of yester-
year, is getting threadbare. Maybe
we're all gravitating towards the sun,
but ene thing is certain: carving a path
through Beau Geste country is a lot
easier media work (despite the huge
sums Paris-Dakar organizer Thierry
Sabine demands to allow the media to
cover his event, which he owns lock,
stock and barrel) than standing in the
early hours of the morning on a snow-
bound pass in the Alps. Monte Carlo
had already yeilded its traditional date
to the Paris-Dakar, which was a sign of
weakness, but even that didn't help:
French TV screens had Paris-Dakar in
daily, sandy dollops and the press was
quick to see the gﬁ:mouf of brave men
battling against dehydration, heat and
a bathless fortnight. Monaco was a lot
less appealing. Come to think of it,
Monte Carlo itself is gefting a bit
dowdy. It used to be how many people
you could craminto a telephone booth.
In Monace, it's how much concrete you
can build round the blue-rinse set. 1
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FI CALENDAR CHANGES

Torn by the country's linguistic
divisions, Belgium's RACB has
been obliged by pressure from
FISA to nominate a circuit for
this year's Belgian GP on April
29. The decision will not go well
with lovers of the challenging
Spa-Francorchampscircuit, where
last year’s race was successfully
run in agricultural conditions,
for the 1984 Belgian GP returns
to homely Zolder in Flemish-
speaking Hasselt

The race has, however, been pro-
mised to Spa in 1985 and 1986 -
assuming of course that nothing
comes of Bernie Ecclestone’s
suggestion that a sort of “Bene-
lux GP” is alternated between
Holland and Belgium in order to
make more room in the calendar
for his proposed Oriental and
Iron Curtain GPs

FISA hasalready accepted nomi-
nutions for world championship
Fl races in Japan and Hungary,
albeit not until 1985, and at the
end of November Mr Ecelestone
was falking money (dollars, of
course) with the Sports Commi-
sars who are plainning, very
seriously, the world's lirst-ever
all-Socialist GP on a street cir-
cuit in Budapest. We wish him
better luck than he had with the
comrades in Moscow last year.
Mcanwhile, the 1984 calendar
could be upsel il, as anticipated
the New York GP (scheduled for
September 23) fails to get all the
necessary  planning  approval
from the city authorities. “The
New York peopleare working hard,
Ecclestone tells GPI, “but the
problem with New York is that you
needatonof paperwork beforeyou
can even start selling apples.”

APPLE AND 'RING

If'it proves impossible to run the
New York race through the park
in the suburb of Queen’s which
has been selected for it, then
FISA is expected to bring for-
ward the European GP at Nir
burgring to the same weckend
Worries have been expressed
that the ‘Ring might be snow-
bound on October 7, its original
date

Waiting to assume the October 7
date, meanwhile, is a group of
British businessmen who have
the approval of Spain’s motor-
sports federation (the FEA) to
stage a revived Spanish GP in
Fuengirola. Conveniently situat-
ed near the tourist beaches of the
Costa del Sol, Fuengirola will be
a street circuit. Althouth the city
is prepared to authorise work on
aracing circuil, and some specia-
lised journalists have even been
invited to examine the interest-
ing layout, so far no work has

begun on the necessary salety
and other requirements

| — L e ———

PRESSURE AT
MONTE-CARLO

Several teams ol doctors, spon-
sored by mysterious pharmaceu-
ticals laboratories, were once
again on the Monte-Curlo route,
taking part in what had pre
viously been known as “Opera
tion Aeschylus.” That is, keeping
a practiced eye on the physical
condition of certain drivers, vo-
lunteers all, throughout the spe
cial stages. Here, acharming lady
doctor is taking Guy Chasseuil's
blood pressure ot the linish of
Burzet. The verdict: normal
Who would have believed it?

NO MORE SPONSOR
FOR CHARDONNET

Lancia’s French importer, André
Chardonnet, who was expected
to be using Jean-Claude An-
druet in a number of important
events this year, is looking hag-
gard He found out the day
before Monte-Carlo that his big-
gest sponsor, Pioneer, had
thrown him over. The news of
course was disturbing for An-
druet, who was to start “Monte™
the next day. Let's hope that the
team form Bobigny near Paris,

who have enjoyed many sporting
successes, will be able to respect
their programme. With Total,

and perhaps Martini.

FLAK-BACK

We expected, and got, quite a bit of flak for our
new format. Which in fact no one had yet seen,
this being our first issue. No use beating around
the bush: the old GPI, all Formula One, was uni-
que, exclusive, smart and florid in the best way.
Equally, there's no point in burying our collective
heads in the sand and saying we should go on
doing what we've been doing all along. Maga-
zines are living entities. They live and breathe
and change. We loved the old GPI too. But we
also think the new GPI is all the stronger for
considering motor racing in its three main forms:
as an image of speed, as atest of endurance and
reliability and as a struggle against the most dif-
ficult conditions.
We don't love F1 any less, but we think it stands
out from the other championships for the very
good reason that it is a sort of technological
peak. But we love motor sport in general. We
think one from of motor sport rubs off on another,
and for those of you who think F1 (or endurance
racing, or rallying) is all there is to the sport, we
say, keep an open mind.
The fact is, GPI will be devoting more attention
(and more pages) to F1 than ever before. It will
also, thanks to a regular forinightly distribution,
be more widely available. Butthat's not the heart
of the question. At GPI, we believe in the unity of
motor sport. We don't clasp our hands to our
breasts, take off our hats and sing patriotic
anthems aboutit, but we do believe init. If the car
is the most enduring image of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, then the various forms of competition which
it has engendered are all part of that image.
Some have, so far, had less glamour than others.
That doesn’t make them any less interesting.
Each has its heroes; each has its own contribution
to make, separate and distinct.
GPlis a form of expression, a subtle combination
of word and image. Some we don't expect to
convert; all we cannot hope to convert; for many,
itis not a matter of conversion but of broadening
the horizon. It's had a salutary effect on us - it's
made us think again, re-jig our coverage of FI,
make ourselves more responsive to our readers
- and we hope it will have the same effect on oth-
ers. In short, some of you we do hope to convert;
may a thousand flowers bloom.

GPI




VATANEN MEETS
THE PEUGEOT

The 1951 World Champion An
Vatanen has for the first time
tested the 205 Turbo 16, which he
will drive this season Co-driven
by Jean-Pierre Nicolas, he fami-
liarised himsell’ with Peu
new bomb, test driving the Ita-
lian routes of San Remo last
December.  Other test drives
were carried out on the Michelin
track at Charleval, near Aix-en-
Provence. This wasat the time ol
the “Monte.”

In each case, team boss (and ex-
co-driver)Jean Todtand histeam
were able to compare Ari’s and
Jean Pierre's times with those of
various prestigious adversaries
who had gone before them. For
example, Audiand Lanciaat San
Remo, Renaultand again Audiat
Charleval. Equipped with new
wishbone suspension, the 205
has shown itsell to be a tough
competitor - il Peugeol’s press
corps can be believed. Official
waorld championship debut: May
4 in Corsica.

s

AUSTIN-ROVER -
V6 OR V8?

There’s little doubt that the Aus-
tin-Rover group will return to
the World Rally Championship -
and soon. But what kind ol car
might they field? Almost cer-
tainly a Metro. And with lour-
wheel drive to boot. Allthat's left
is the engine. The pessimists say

\ Honda V6. Yet, some would
like to see a V8 turbo midengine

John Davenport will let us know

belore long

trip o meel the press and to
demonstrate that their race will
definitely take place, as sche-
duled, on July §

FISA circuit inspector Derek
Ongaro has already visited the
city to inspect the site ol the 2.2
mile circuit, which is laid outin
the Dallas Fair Park, home of the
annual State Fair. Since the Fair
annually attracts three million
visitors, the mere 300,000 specta
Lors anticipated for the GP are
100

not expected to pr
many crowd control problems.

City officials have welcomed the
race, and already plansare afool
for 1985 to feature itinanepisode
of the “Dallas"soap opera (Does
Bernie really trust JR? Will Lucy
get a free EIN lunch?). So conlid-
entare Messrs Walkerand Wald-
rop that they do not anticipate
to look for race sponsor-
s race is to sell Dallas,

having
ship

not a product.”

DALLAS’ F1 GO-AHEAD

With other American circuits
like Long Beach abandoning Fl
racing for the cheaper Indy-car
variety, why does Dallas want to
have o world championship
Grand Prix? “It took less than
10 minutes 1o decide,” says Texan
Larry Waldrop, one ol the race’s
two promoters. “If vou hold an
Indy-car race you're 2nd to India-

napaolls. Bt Fi is a world event...”

Waldrop and his partner, pro-
perty developer Don Walker,
have just completed a Buropean

e VA \

AUSSIES AT LE MANS

An unexpected consequence of
last year’s Le Mans 24 Frs was
the sudden interest created by
the race in Australia, where an
excellent film has been shown
on TV lo celebrate the contribu-
tion of Adelaide driver Vern
Schuppan 1o the performance of
the winning Porsche 956

Although Schuppan has been
invited to return to this year’s Le
Mans with the factory Rothmans
leam, negotiations in hand
with the Cologgegbased Kremer

team for himto doafull Group ¢
season. His co=driver would be
1980 F1 world champion Aliun
Jones, who is anxious to return

{o European competition
despite his failure to lind a place
with an established F1 team for
1984.

Two more Australians expected
at the Sarthe in June are Peter
Brock and Larry Perkins, who
hope to be using one of lastyear's
Fitzpatrick 956s equipped with a
mini TV camera alongside the
driver. Brock is his country’s
best-known touring car cham-
pion and a four-time winner of
the classic 1,000 km race at the
tough Mt Panorama circuit at
Bathurst. European fans  will
remember Larry Perkins for
some briel but spectacular
appearances with works BRM
and Brabham-Alfa cars in 1976

ARROWS FOR MARC
AND THIERRY

In spite of some heavy support
from BMW for Stefan Bellof to
join the Arrows Fl team (or 1985,
Jack Oliver has confirmed that
he will again have Switzerland's
Mare Surerand Belgium's Thierry
Boutsen as his drivers in 1984
Sponsorship comes from Barc-
lay (cigarettes), Nordica (ski
wear), Louis de Poortere (cur-
pets) and Valvoline (oil). Oliver
has swallowed hard and ordered
16 BMW turbo engines, at an
estimated price of  $60,000
each..

A model of the Arrows-BMW
turbocar has been shown to the
press, but designer Dave Wass -
whose 1983 model
quently the quickest non-turbo
last year - will not have it ready
until the beginning of March.

RENAULT-SPORT
IN PORTUGAL

Renault’'s rally sport chiel,
Patrick Landon, kicked himsell
when he saw how well the RS
Turbos behaved themselves dur-
ing the Monte-Carlo Rally. His
works driver, Jean Ragnolti,
would surely have made a good
showing. And so, the head of the
“rally department™ of the Régie
has decided to send his team to

Portugal (March 6-11), with the
help of the local Renault impor-
ter. They'llalso be in Corsicaand
at Mille Pistes with the new RS
Group B. Incidentally, this car
should be making its debut in
world championship rallying at
San Remo (October). Patrick
would have liked be doing the
1000 Lakes as well, an event that
requires only modest finances
(to be continued).

ON THE MOVE

With most of the important driv-
er moves of the 83/84 season
now announced, there are some
signilicant changes of personnel
behind the scenes to report, For
example, with effect from Febru-
ary 15 the ltalian engineer
Tomaso Carletti is making the
big jump from Ferrari to
Renault.

Carletti had a particularly good
working  relationship  with
Patrick Tambay, and was one ol
the many Ferrari employees who
were shocked to see the French
driver rudely droppedin Novem-
ber. He has therefore followed
Tambay, and will continue to be
his race engineer,

A new lace apMcLaren in "84 is

that of Jo Ramirez, who has been
appointed team manager. Jo has
come a long way [rom his native
Mexico City, joining the Woking
team from similar positions at
Fittipaldi, ATS and (most
recently) the defunct Theodore
F1 team

In the Group C world, a minor
sensation has been the transfer
of Keith Greene, mastermind of
several Le Mans *miracles,” from
lohn Fitzpatrick's well-estab-
lished team to Richard Lloyd’s
Canon-sponsored operation
“Fitz" will be looking after ope-
rations instead of driving in 84,
and Lloyd’s team will obviously
beneflit from the new appoin-
tment

FORMULA 3000 FOR
1985

Despite the insistence of Presid-
ent Balestre at the FIA prizegiv-
ing in December that “Formula 2
is dying,” it has been decided to
postpone the introduction of its
intended replacement, Formula
3000, until 1985.

In theory, F3000 - lor Fl-lype
single-seaters using normally
aspirated 3-litre engines - would
have provided a uselul steppi
stone between F3 and turbo-
charged F1 power. In reality, it
would also have provided a mar-
ket for those teams which have
obsolete Cosworth V8s to get
rid of

RENDEZ-VOUS ON
THE COSTA SMERALDA

One of the most beautilul events
of the European Championship
is undoubtedly the Costa Sme-
ralda Rally (April 26-29). It takes
place in the north ol Sardinia, a
ion that is enjoyed both by
tourists and nature-lovers, Once
again rated with a coellicient of
4, the Costa Smeralda will be
backed by Martini. It will be held

almost entirely during the day,
which should be good news [or
photographers. There will be 43
timed stages, all on dirt
Applications are being taken by
the company Alberghiera Costa
Smeralda, Segreteria  Rally,
07020 Porto Cervo (SS), ltaly
Telephone: (0789) 94000, Telex
790037 Cosme |

THE THIRD ANDRETTI

First there was Mario, world
champion in 1979, and then his
eldest son Mike, who helped
Dad to finish 3rd at Le Mans last
year. Now there’s JelT, 18, the
latest member of the Andretti fa

mily to take to the tracks. While
Mario and Mike were racing
their works Porsche 962 at Day
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Jeff, Mario and Mike An-
dretti: a striking family re-
semblance.

tona, Jefl was trying his hand
with a Porsche 911 in the same
race. Alas, all three were des
tined to retire this time

TWO HARTS, ONE HOME
One of the two private British
teams which will be using Hart
turbo engines this year found a
driver early this month when
RAM boss John Macdonald
announced that he had signed
Frenchman Philippe Alliot

A one-time Formule Renault
national champion, Alliot, 29,
had an incident-packed 1983 sea
son with the Martini F2 team, He
brings sponsorship (some still
unannounced) from companies

which include a producer of foie
rom

gras, the famous pate ma

the livers of geese that have been
force-fed
Last vear's RAM-March (to be

known simply asa“RAM" in "84)
has been adapted and re-bodied
for the new turbo engine, but a
completely new chassis  will
shortly be unveiled by designer
Dave Kelly

At Spiritit now seems most unli
kely that either Emerson Fitti-
paldi or Fulvio Ballabio will con-
tinue the association with Flthat
took them to Rio [or the recent
tests. Among the drivers talking
toSpirit manager John Wickham
is Ulsterman Kenny Acheson,
although it will need a wealthy
sponsor o ensure the future of
the little team in Grand Prix rac-
ing

it
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Is Thierry Sabine reclly o megalo-
manioac, or is that just on impres-
i B{‘!‘!o give the
press about yoursel?

wid try M shy O -
Don't you choose io be the sym-
bolic image of the event?

y not. But to

ge
g that hop
very much in France, becouse
st people fike to protect themsel
s even less normaol inthe

world, where people ten
ind themselves with the n
sing bodies. But

bec
of the event, not about the
everyday procticol detoils.
This year you seemed to find seve-
ral reasons for lasing your temper
with some of the competitors on
the rally. You accused them of
being toc dependent on you.
| believe thot 1oo many people today
to be mollycoddled. Europes
gefting to be like that. People set off
n the “Dokor” blithely imagining that
we'l be oble to anticipate all their
problems and that we'll go chasing
after them if they happen to get lost
That seems to be the generol offitude
and not just a blank spot in the minds
of o few.
But if's an affitude which seems 1o
have got you more worked up this
year than in the past.
You know, you can't go over the top
obout this. When some idiot loses his
passport and comes rushing upto say
“my papers have been stolen, oll my
moneys gone, what om | going to
do?" ifs crazy. One guy lost his wife
on the rally, For two days he didnt
have the shightest idea where she had
got fo.

you were in Guinea you
stood alongside President 50:00
Toure in Conokry and announced
that it was “the greatest day of my
life” I'm sure you're aware of the
International reports on
Guinea. Don't you feel uneasy to
know that you're giving favou-
rable publicity to heads of siate
who don't olwoys deserve it?
The internal affairs of Guinea are the
business of 1 Guineans, ond
nobody else. I've never been asked o
get involved in Guinean politics. They
st opened the place up to us for
sporfing fourist reasons. | have no
right and not even any power to act
it comes to the country'sinternal
affairs. You're referring to past histary,
to polifical troubles that have been
fargotten today. That happens in oll
Africon countries. You only have 1o
drive across the place fo realise that
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its all history. What | saw was not o
country dominated by the military, |
certainly didn't see what | hod been
told to expect as for as thot is concer
ned

You don't think that you were
hiding from the situation?

| have no patience ot oll with people
whose feelings are based on the way
they've been told to expect things ins

tead of basing their opinions. on their

awn objective observaions, | stayed
in Guinea for over a month 1o pre

pore the rolly route. | met people
there who were very well informed
oboul what was going on in the
country. The French Ambassador, for
example. They discuss Guinea in o
way that has nothing to do with what's
being said about the ploce in Paris
The first time we ran the rally, | heard o
lot of things about Algena which |
would preter not to repeat here.

Was that day in Conakry really

the %:oohn of your life?
No. The Prime Minister of Guinea tur

Interview by Cyril Frey

IN FRENCH MOTORSPORT CIRCLES, NO ONE ATTRACTS MORE
CONTROVERSY THAN THIERRY SABINE. HIS CAREER AS A
RACING DRIVER TOOK HIM, BRIEFLY, INTO FORMULA 3, AND
(LATER) INTO THE LAW COURTS. BUT HIS MAIN FAME - ORNOTO-
RIETY - STEMS FROM THE IMAGINATIVE PARIS-DAKAR RALLY,
WHICH HE CREATED IN 1979 AND CONTINUES TO ORGANISE IN
AN UNEASY ALLIANCE WITH VARIOUS NATIONAL AND INTERNA-
TIONAL AUTHORITIES IN FRANCE AND NORTH AFRICA. THE
EVENT NOW COMMANDS ENORMOUS PUBLICITY IN FRANCE,
ATTRACTING BOTH FAME AND WEALTH TO ITS ORIGINATOR.

ned to me ond soid: “Monsieur
Sabine, you dreamed about Guinea
well here it is.” | replied that it was the
greatest day of my life os an orgo-
riser. Nole: as an organiser...

Let's get back to the rally. You're
not in favour of the major cons-
fructors getting involved. But you
can't deny that this year's viclory
by @ works Porsche has done a lot
for international interest in the
event.

The Porsche entry wos o Jocky Ickx
idea which he pushed through by
himself. The cars were provided by
the factory, but the team waos run on
the event like a private crew. When |
say that | don't want factories on the
rally, Im being serious. If the rally has
them worried, thots great. On the
other hond, if they wont o do itonon
unofficial basis, like Porsche, that's
OK. But factories which build cars
and then enter them in their own
name instead of under sponsors
names like Facom, no thanks. m not
in the slightest bitinterested in having

say, works Audis here, there g
everywhere.

The Monte Carlo Rally is Iq;.si,-,B
prestige fo the Poris-Dakar. If the
AC Monaco asked you o take
averthe organisation of their g,
do you have any idea what “u"
reaction might be?

Thirty years 6go, the idea of driving
ocross Europe in the snow was on
odventure that got everyone very
excited. Now anyone con do i, As
soon osits possible to drive the length
of Africa on tarmac roads we will find
ourselves in the same sort of trouble
as the Monte-Carlo Rally. The
Monaco people have no lessons 1o
learn from anyone.

What if the French federation
asked you to organise their world
championship rally?

| wouldn't be interested. The Paris-
Dakar continues tobe held for a stack
of reasons, some of them personal
and some of them well known. | don't
think that rallies are at all interesting
to the public. The world champicns:
hip events, unfortunately, are anly of
shight interest. Whenever | see a pic
ture of a Lancia, an Audi or whatever
taken from above by a helicopter, |
can't help thinking that the bloke
flying the helicopter is probably
doing a better job than the oce
behind the wheel of the car.

I see. Don't you have a helicopter
on the Paris-Dakar?

Yes, but that's different. My helicopter
is usually looking f '
gone missing, or taking care of o
cosualty

Let's talk money. What sort of pro-
fit does TSO (Thierry Sabine
Organisation) make out of the
Paris-Dakar?

That's not your business.
Monseigneur Lustiger, the archbi-
shop Paris, has said that he
would like 1o see supplies of food
for the hungry natives carried in
trucks behind the rolly cars. Does
that sort of humanitarion project
appeal to you?

nd

or someone whos

al supplies to be sent out
They were distributed all along the
rally route. And the government of
Mali, in particular, requested me not
to getin that type of operation again,
because it upsets the fragile econo-
mic balance of the small villoges. The
people find themselves with stacks of
medecines which they cont use
becouse they don't understand. Ifs
olways the some. Respectable,
worthy people stand up in front of TV
cameras and make righteous state-
ments which are totally unrelistic, jus!
to make an impression. The Africans
ore proud. Theyre not beggors.
People who want to be given charity
which is dumped in the villoges. The
oid programme haos to be properly
organised, on an overoll basis. | oma
raity organiser, What | did two yeors
9o, | did it.. lefs say for humanito-
nian reasons. it mode me reclise that
my job wos not to iry to stand in for
the responsible speciclised bodies
butto stick with the fask of organising
an event which would aftroct an
Oppreciable quontity of cosh info

those countries anyway.
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TWO KINGS

F COURSE, IT WAS ROHRL WHO WON, AND FOR THE FOURTH TIME

TO BOOT. BUT WITHOUT BLOMQVIST, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN NO CONTEST,
IT WAS THE BATTLE BETWEEN THESE TWO STARS FROM THE AUDI TEAM THAT SAVED
THE RALLY FROM BEING JUST ANOTHER MONOTONOUS AFFAIR, PLAYED OUT IN THE
EVER-DEEPENING SNOWS THAT LEFT MOST CONTENDERS FAR BEHIND. “IT WAS A
TIE", SHOUTED WALTER AFTER CROSSING THE FINISH LINE. A SMILE CREASING HIS
FACE, STIG NODDED HIS AGREEMENT. “BEHIND US, THERE WAS NOTHING THEY
COULD DO. IT WAS LUCKY WE WERE THERE”, HE SAID, PRINCES HAVE SEEN THEIR DAY,
AND THIS YEAR THE ROYAL PRINCIPALITY OF MONTE CARLO HAS TWO KINGS.

by Cyril Frey
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*l had a talk with several of the fans. They
told me that in the special stages, after Wal-
ter and I had gone by, it was a whole other
race, The difference was like night and day.
We really had to fight for this one, for the
win, | mean...”
Pugnaciously, Blomqvist waited for Réhrl's
reply. The answer was not long in coming.
“For the fistful of seconds between us, you
might say we both deserved fo win. Anyway,
with things as they now stand, it'll be a
domned shame if Audi doesn't fake the fitle”.
Indeed, at the start of a season where only
the Tour de Corse and San Remo seemto be
irrevocably out of their reach, a "Monte”
success for the men from Ingolstadtis richin
promise. Their fourth try ot Monte Carlo
would be the winner. Roland Gumpert was
saying it long before the start. It was a mat-
ter of probabilities. And after three dry
races, the '84 rally finally had some snow,
meaning the obvious superiority of four-
wheel drive on this kind of terrain could at
last be shown.
Today, success is a fact, and the nightmare
of last year is only a bad memary for the
Germans. After the outrageous double win
of the Lancios came a trio of Quattros,
which although heavy and ageing, have
the sheer traction that s their secret wea-
pen in this kind of rally. While Réhrl and
Blomgqvist were going at it tooth and nail,
Mikkola, the third man, was waging a rear
action. Two fatal errors in choosing his tyres
for the first part of the common route
dashed any hopes he might have had
abouttaking a shot atthe crown. And so, he
made it a point of honour to hold off any
assaults, which were naturally insufficient,
that might come from behind.
Lagging behind Audi, the race within the
race went to an unexpected contender.
Jean-Luc Thérier and his Renault 5 Turbo
put up an unusually good fight, which con
firms his reputation. (You can read about
this elsewhere in this issue in our interview
with Walter Réhrl.) Trailing behind for the
whole week were the four official - or unof-
ficial, in the case of Biasion - Lancia 037s. In
addition, the Renault-driving Frenchman
made a better showing than in any previ-
ous year, He was truly inspired,
In spite of the stoic Cesare Fiorio's tricks and
the gratuitous tenacity of Alen, Biasion ond
Bettega (we'll talk about Andruet later),
Lancia was quickly subbued by the heavy
hand of Audi. Nevertheless, everyone did
their utmost to carry on, At the end of the
season, 5th place points may prove to be
worth their weight in gold, But fo have to
admit defeat in the face of Renault will
cause some worry in the ltalian camp all the
same, especially with o world fitle to
defend. And for another thing, the effecti-
veness of Michelin tyres, which equipped
the French cars as well as the works Audis,
does not seem to go far enough in explain-
ing such a humilating defeat. No daubt, the
R&has come along way, and at atime when
Lancia, which enjoys a power edge due to a
slightly larger engine, is stagnating,
Taking maximum advantage of its formid-
able power/weight ration, the 037 made
off with the 1983 fitle without too much
trouble. And this on the heels of an extraor-
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“The more tortuous
the route, the
happier we are.”
Thérier and his R5,
the week's big
surprise.

Photo

Reinhard Klein

“Leave Audi in '857
I don't think so.

I've never been so
well taken care of!’
Hannu Mikkola.
Photo Autopresse

dinory win - on a dry Monte Carle route.
Of course, this feat was helped along by the
incomparable experience of the “Fiorio
gang’, not to mention the now well-known
structural and mechanical faults since dis-
covered by Audi, Yet, none of these things
keep the Quattro from remaining by far the
best car a priori. Or at least the most
advanced, heading toward a future where
in rallying four-wheel drive prototypes are
sure to abound. And the Quatiro was not
even exclusively designed for competition,
unlike its soon-to-be rival the 205 Turbo 16.
With this new car, Peugeot is adopting the
same approach that led to the creation of
the Lancia. That is, developing a purpose-
built competition vehicle, carefully adapted
to the newly created Group B. In the case of
the ltalians, this meant being careful to com-
pensate for the absence of a four-wheel
drive fransmission system by overall weight
reduction and by using a velumetrically
supercharged engine for greater versali-
lity. Indeed, the absence of four-wheel drive
poses a radical disadvantage when it
comes fo the majority of world champions-
hip rally routes.

Ina word, Lancia cashed in on their techno-
logy in 1983, but now the 037 is going to
have to evolve in turn along the lines laid
down by Audi. Otherwise, they will have to
be contented with those few stunning, but
ephemeral, victories that they can achieve
in the rare event where having four-wheel
drive is not such a big advantage. They
have heard the message in Turin. And so we
shall very soon be seeing a four-wheel-
drive rally Lancia. Perhaps then Cesare Fio-
rio can keep his promise to recapture the
fitle that even now seems to be slipping
through his fingers.

“FOR THE FISTFUL OF
SECONDS BETWEEN US,
YOU MIGHT SAY WE
BOTH DESERVED TO

And so Réhrl has won his fourth “Monte”. Itis
the third in as many years. Yet even his most
enthusiostic fans never expected as much.
In the event of snow, Gumpert had in Stig
Blomqvist an opposite-lock specialist, today
at the peak of his skill. If the week was going
to be “dry”, then Lancia’s chances would be
greatly improved - leaving Walter with the
unhappy perspective of playing second
fiddle to his old team mates. At Aix-les-
Bains, where the runs from the various capi-
tals converged, the big German refused to
believe in himself.

“The real champions are those guys’ he
confided, pointing out Blomqvist and
Mikkola. “For myself, | have to get used fo
the car, learn how to driveit. | now brake with
my left foot and keep on accelerating, like
Stig, and this is new for me. On snow, the
Quattro handles like a front-wheel drive, I'll

need some lime before | can get it really
right”.

Walter's is o funny notion of fime. As of the
third timed run, which was later cancelled,
Réhrl took the overall lead, leaving Blomg-
vist 39 seconds behind. It was the moment
for the fun to begin, with the plains of
Ardéche as o snow-covered backdrop. At
the end of the 8th special stage, Saint-
Nozaire-le-Désert, Walter bumped Stig
from the lead. Thoroughly miffed, the
Swede made a magnificent comeback,
finishing at Col de Perty (9th special stage)
half @ minute chead of the number 1
Quattro. At Drome and in the Hautes-
Alpes, before the night's rest halt at Gap, the
wild weather had liftle effect on the two
Audis battling for first. Already, the leaders
were light-years ahead of their nearest
rivals. Between Tuesday evening and
Wednesday noon, Stig held his lead,
while the downhill run in the Alpes-
Maritimes brought back the sun and
blue skies, as well as Réhrl, who again
took first place.

At Puimichel (17th special stage), a few
hours before arriving at Monaco for the
finish of this commeon run, which again held
no surprises, Walter could be found once
more in his favourite posifion.
“Atthatinstant, | knew | was going fo win’, he
told us later. The heaviest snowfalls were
over. And on terrain that was less typically
Scandinavian the talents of that happy-go-
lucky slipslider, Blomgvist, would be of little
use. This battle without mercy was slowly
tilting in favour of that new “little fellow” an
the Audi team. All that was left was the final
night's drive = ana the Germans alrearlv
had it all sewn up.

According to Réhrl, “Gumpert didn't give us
any particular instructions, but | don’t think
Stigis going to make an attack”. And Blomg-
vist, “I'm not going to push it. There's no need
just to keep second place”.

Suddenly, the final run being fought out in
the backcountry of Nice no longer held o
great deal of interest. The Renault-Lancia
duel for the crumbs of the cake was not
enough to make anyone hold his breath
among the thousands of fanatics, who were
massed at Turini, Couillole and elsewhere,
ignoring the cruel cold of a winter's night. It
so happened that Réhrl, who had decided
to prove a point (at least as far as Blomgyvist
was concerned) beginning with the first
specials, would turn out to be as aggressive
as the previous day, just in case his junior
might decide to show some latent ambition.
Fromthen on, the die was cast. Friday after-
naon, at the gates of Monaco, each of these
two heroes had good reason to complain,
mainly concerning their starting order.
Walter regretted his number 1. In each
stage, | had to sweep the roads, playing
snowplow for the others along the way, and
50 | lost a lot of fime”,
As for Blomqvist, he didn't like his number 7.
“In all the parcours communs, | had fo pass
slower drivers. And this cost me about 5
seconds every time. | had to overtake a fotal
of 23 times. Add it up...”

It was the withdrawal of the porcours de
classement, the "classification” section that
used fo startthe serious business of the rally,

—_—
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that woas directly responsible for the
Swede’s unhappiness. In fact it wasn't until
the final section of the entire rally, late on
Thursday, that competitors set off in the
order established on the baosis of their
performances in the previous section.
Threughout the interminable length of the
parcours commun the running order of the
cars established by their fimes on the stages
was not reflected in the posifions in which
they were started on the special stages.
Whether it was Stig or Walter who lost most
time as a result of this change will never be
known.
This year more than ever, the concentration
run was o source of controversy. Too long
and poorly mapped out for some, dange-
rous, exhousting and stupid for others. This
last view of things was held by Alen.
Without a doubt, the great annual migro-
tion of sportsmen to the “rally on ice” wos
afflicted more than usual by the difficult
meteorological and social conditions. Not
only were there several snow storms, but
there were disagreecble incidents - for
instance, striking workers demonstrafing in
the Ain,
But it'll toke a lot more to discourage the
hordes of French, Germans, and Italians
who have always been on-site for the most
celebrated event on the rallying calender.
On the other hand, the British continue to
forego the “Monte”. Too expensive, organi-
sed by people who ore difficult for an ordi-
nary omateur fo talk to, and above dll o
snobbish atmosphere, these are some of
the faults most often cited by critics of the
event. In addition, foo many decisions seem
to be made after the fact by sometimes bio-
sed race officials. True enough, arguments
and controversy are rarely lacking, It suffi-
ces to recall the well-known story of the
Minis, disqualified because the bulbs in
their headlights allegedly did not meet the
regulations, or Guy Verriers Citroén, also
disqualified, but this fime because his front
wipers no longer worked - no matter he
had already finished the events,
In 1979, Mikkola could thank a course mars-
hal for causing him to lose his 1st place
[highway code infraction), and lost yeor it
looked for a moment as though the victo-
rious Lancias weren't going to make it past
technical inspection.

“SOMEBODY DIDN'T
HAVE TIME TO GET OUT

OF THE WAY. | HIT HIM."

The history of the rally is peppered with
revealing anecdotes, which point to o cer-
tain tendoney on the part of the A C
Monaco to enforce, somelimes blindly and
without due consideration, rules that are
not always perfectly adapted to modern
competition. The “Andruet affair” is the
most recent example. A moment before the
start of the final run, which is in the parc
fermé where any mechanical repairs on the
cor are prohibited, the number 5 Loncia
refused to start. With the permission of the
marshals present, Sergio Cresto, Andruet's
team mate, opened the engine cover. This
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procedure is authorized in lfaly, b“:_'forb'ﬁ:
denbythe Monte Carlorally rules. ] ew: d
ted to check thot the sporkplug wires B9
not become disconnected. This W“‘.“"'é L
case, but already the engine ?\‘?d l«d‘ﬂr "}
and the Lancia shot off to foin the fina
cavalcade of the week. Afew hours later, of
the half way point and after five more
stages, Andruet learned he had been dis-
qualified.
“The organizing body mef o few melres
away from me, butdidn' care fo hear whot!
had fo say. I'm not against the rules, butif
anyone is atfault, it's the marshal who letme
start knowing full well that he was going fo
call for my disqualification. If | had been
killed during the night, | would have been
disqualified posthumously. We didn't fouch
anything on the car, just opened the back.
And nobody filed o comploint. Nobody
cheated or fried to. The officials should be
able fo intelligently interpretthe rules. Wh_eﬂ
you have a blowoutin the parc fermé, you're
allowed fo change i, so? I the marshals had
ever driven, they would freaf us with a litfle
more respect. At05:00in the morning, | saw
them throw o photographer out of the start-
ing area — youd think you were dreaming.
And ofterwaords, they re surprised that there
are more press people on the Paris-Dakar
than at Monte Carlo”. And so Jeon-Claude
went on. Making it clear that he had nof
been very mofivated since the beginning of
the rally, that for him it was nothing per-
sonal, but rather @ question of principﬁa‘
And if it hod been Réhrl who was thrown
out for alittle slip-up? Some people refer to
the spirit, others to the letter of the rules,
ond it is often difficult to draw the line. It
might be odded that even Darniche, who
cannot be considered as being unconditio-
nally on the side of Andruet, olso fakes up
the defence of his erstwhile rival. In fact, if
things hod worked out differently, Andruet
might have token 7th place away from him.
But one lost word from the “victim": “The
organizing body must cerfainly have been
somewhat emborrased by having fo dis-
qualify me themselves, | know this becouse |
was told thot they hod tried fo pressure
Cesare Forio into announcing that | hod
refired. Yet when all is said and done, this
whole thing is publicity for me mare than
anything else.”
He followed the last night of the rally in the
press room, watching on the giont screens
of Télé-Mante-Corlo, which wos broadcas-
ting, into every corner of the region, the fwo
runs over the Cel de Turini. Orgonised by
Telecom 1, this spectacular operation had
the merit of permitting many of us to avoid
having to make the perilous rip out 1o the
terrain, And it would have been quite o
while before we got back, os well, jud ing
from road condition reports by the police,
Indeed, there were 12 kilometres of parked
vehicles on the road up 16 Turini. The appa-
rent lack of suspense concerning the rally
result didn't discourage the fifosi, even
ough you would have theught they wauld
be upset by Lancias defeat, French fans
from the Alpes-Maritimes were also out in
mass, assuring the popular suceess of fhe
event, In oddition, president Balestre put in
an appearance, arriving at the head of o

“If I had started at
Gap seeded
number 2, on the
road, things would
have been
different.”

Stig Blomquist
(2nd).

hu;ila influx of VIPs fo be present for this final
night.
The crowd’s rampant enthusicsm encoura-
ged him to impart his feelings to Radio
Monte Carlo. Here are a few choice
excerpfs:
- F1is not the centre of the world.
- The best drivers, in o true sense, are dri-
vers on roads.
- Startingin 1985, rallying will be the motive
farce behind motor sport.
- Rallies are more fun than Formula 1, and
50 on.
The bossman at FISA also tock advantage
of his trip to Grimaldi's country in order to
smooth over a few rough points with Michel
Boeri, president of the A C Monaco. This
way, he brought back into the official fold a
straying lomb: the Monaco Grand Prix,
which has only recently fallen into the
FOCA line on TV rights.
The growing interest of the general public
in rallying, particularly noticeable in
Mante-Carlo, does not always have posi-
tive consequences. Often stationed in spec-
tacular places, which are therefore dange-
rous, the fans are exposing themselves to
the hazards of even minor road accidents.
This is what happened during the third spe-
cial stage (Saint-Jean-en-Royans) when a
young man from Avignon was killed. He
had been standing at the bottom of Vas-
sieux hill when Chosseuil’s Audi 80, ifs bra-
kes lacked, smashed into the symbolic bar-
rier that wos supposed fo be protecting the
spectators. The miracle was that more
people were not injured.
At Burzet, Bernard Darniche, who wen in
Group A with an Audi 80, was almost invol-
ved in a similar tragedy. “Biasion, who was
15 seconds ohead of me, slid out and got
stuck sideways in the snow. At that paint, the
fans tried lo give him a push. When | came
up on the scene, in order fo avoid colliding
with the Lancia at speed, | went between its
rear end and the bank, the best | could. But
there was somebody there who didn't have
fime to get out of the way. | hit him and must
have broken his legs”.
These last few years, Africon villagers have
been the first to pay in human suffering for
rally competition. But its not talked about
much. Today, Europe is going fo start expe-
riencing the same thing. In Portugel and at
San Remo, the lack of regard on the part of
the public has reached unheard of propor-
tions - to the point where the drivers are
breaking out in a cold sweat. During certain
special stages, there is near calastrophe
around every turn. Now is the fime for the
organisers and the International Federa-
tion to inform the fans of the dangers inhe-
rent in their presence along the route. In
short, motor racing is dangerous. [tneedsto
be said.
When you read these lines, the world
championship will have moved to Sweden,
where victory seems within the grasp of
Stig Blomqyist - in the absence of Rohrl.
Next, there will be Portugal. The Quattros
will again be the favourites. What with
Porsche and BMW victorious on the
Paris- Dakar and Audi winning Monte
Carlo, could 1984 turn out to be a Ger-
man year? =)
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When vou have nothing
e to take

risks. Cesare Fiorio
knows it. At Saint
Jean-en-Royans, the
tarmac was dry.

The Lancias popped
off the start. At the
halfway point, a tyre
change. And as the
roads began to ice,
snow tyres. Alen was
flying, passed Raohrl,
and came in Ist.
Officially, it wasn't
counted in determining
the running order. And
the stage was
cancelled to boot. Le
Moulinon: Fiorio hears
that the course is dry.

He orders slicks. But
Jate can be cruel. A
scout calls in, his voice
‘cr'm:lﬂ'ng with anxiety,
Snow tyres are needed.
Too late. They've
already started. Alen
Andruet, Biasion, umi
Bettega charge into the
Jray — and hit snow on
unsuitable rubber.,
Fiorio has lost his
gamble.

(Photos Reinhard
Klein, DPPI)




It's not yet Pearl
Harbor, but it could be
soon... In 1985, for
example. Japanese
auto-makers are now
going after the World
Rally Championship.
For these last few
vears, Datsun, which is
now known as Nissan,
has been
reconnoitering the
terrain.

Tovota is close behind.
Followed by
Mitsubishi, Mazda,
Subaru, Honda - in
short, an invasion. One

day or another, they'll
all be out for the title.
But what about us
Europeans? In rallving,
protectionism has not
vet been invented. But
it might be soon.
Meanwhile, on the
Asian side of the
Pacific, the Nippon
manufacturers are as
inscrutable as ever. At
Nissan, Salonen goes
for a drive in a 240 RS,
which no one even
pretends to be working
on.

What's the point? To
break in the team. So
everyone hits the
ground running when
the serious work
begins on J-day. At
Mazda, things are
hotting up. The only
way to get anywhere
with the 323 Turbo is if
someone uses it, and
Warmbold has been

(<)
N

instructed to give it a
try in Group B. But
watch out! The RX7
Group B is just around
the corner. At the
Acropolis, 1000 Lakes,
and the RAC. Maybe
even in New Zealand. A
rotary engine, 320 bhp,
960 kg, but no

| turbocharger, because

of the weight. It's not
for nothing that the
group Toyo-Kogvo,
tenth in the world and
third in Japan, just

‘W changed their name in

favour of their most
prosperous offspring -
Mazda. In '85, they'll be
everywhere. And the
drivers? They'll be
elected at the end of
the year. Sillankorva
pulls the string.
Warmbold decides. And

e

if he choses himself?
Over at Tovota, they

| are taking aim at

Africa. At Monte Carlo,
we only saw Fritzinger
and his Corolla. At the
Safari, look out for the
Celica. Subaru is the
tiny newcomer. They
were at Kenya — and
liked it. They also
tested the ground
between Aix-les-Bains
and Monaco. With
Mehta driving a pint-
sized dwd. The big one
is for '85. Don't say we
didn't warn you...
(Photos: Reinhard
Klein, André Marzoli,

| DPPI)




o »‘ . - - Kalle Grundel, Volkswagen Galf GTI Photo D PP :
DIRTY SNOW AND A SPECIAL “SLALOM” STAGE: A SWEDISH WALKOVER. GRUNDEL BOUNCES OFF A SNOW-BANK
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Hannu Mikkola, Audi Quatiro (Photo: [

RALLYIN
G IS TOUGH, ESPECIALLY FOR THESE GUYS. GRUBBY, 'FROZEN, AND WEARY: THREE CHEERS FOR THE MECHANICS!
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Alfa-Romeo (Photo: Reinhard Klein

DEAR MUM
» WINTER SPORTS ARE GREAT. MY DRIVER AND | ARE GETTING ON WELL. SEE YOU SOON. ALFA.



LANCIA SERVICE. THEY’RE RUNNING OUT OF TIME, IT’S SERIOUS. MAYBE ALREADY TOO LATE...




Jean-Claude Andruet, Lancia 037 Rally (Photo : Reinhard Klein

SNOW TAKES THE STRAIN OFF THE MACHINERY. THE DRIVER COMES BACK INTO HIS OWN. EVEN WHEN FED UP.
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Bernard Darniche, Audi 80 Quattro (Photo: Reinhard Klein]

OST SHUNTED A HUNDRED TIMES. FOR NOTHING...

YOU TAKE YOUR LIFE IN YOUR HANDS. LAST NIGHT I AL
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RUSSIAN ROULETTE

BURZET, IN THE ARDECHE. IT'S
MIDDAY ON TUESDAY, AND
LOUIS, OWNER OF THE LOCAL CAFE,

POURS A MEASURE OF SCALDING HOT
SOUP INTO HIS PLATE. HE'S DONE THE

same thing, ot this same time, every day for
the past 30 years. lfs freezingin the street out-
side, but the pale sunshine finds its way into
the inside of the establishment, which is unu-
sually lonely without the usual group of aperi-
tif-drinking locals.

The excitement which has woken up the vil-
lage leaves him indifferent, old Louis. He pays
no attention to the tranny in the kitchen which
is chanting o list of names and times. Oh yes,
the rally... Louis has never strayed far from this
district, but he’s always been aware of them,
the brightly painted rally cars which maoke
their annual appearance outside his cafe
windows. He knows about them, of course,
noisy things, but there’s no point in asking him
to be more precise.

Three hundred yards from Louiss cafe, up
against the side of a hill, is o piece of waste
ground which is becoming the centre of
something dramatic. It is here that the Audi
ond Lancia service crews have set up shop for
their respective charges atthe start/finish line
of the long (44 km), prestigious and terrifying

Burzet section, the choice stage onthis firstfull
day of rallying. Monday night, when mg
storfers left Savoie-en-Ardéche, was deep on
snowy, and it was the inevitable Audis, with
their four wheel drive, which made their mark.
At Grospierre, the morning rest haltin Rouret,
the order was Blomqist, Rhrl and Mikkolo,
already well ahead of opposition that was
resigned to follow in these :on@nhnns. Inl_lhe
next section, La Souche, Blomqvist and Réhrl
increosed their advantage even further. Now
there’s a gop between themof 36 seconds. As
fime goes by the ice-crews take up their
places at the service point. Wuldeguar_d,
Nosenius and Taylor for Audi. Valtaharju,
Capone, Tobaton and Trautmann for Lancia.
One by one they head for the stage, before
if's closed to normal fraffic, so that they can
get first-hand knowledge of dangers and
conditions awaifing every competitor, and
(spedifically) the drivers of the teams for
whom they're working.

They're not alone. The tyre makers contract-
ed fo service the teams (Michelin with Audi,
Pirelli with Lancic) also have their ice note
makers. It will be their observations which will
eventually decide what type of tyres will be
onthe cars when they set off atthe start of this
important stage.

Today it doesn't look very difficult fo decide.
The road up to Burzet is dry for the first few
kilometres, ond then gets progressively icier.
The race against time has started, and now
the service area is echoing to the sudden,
brutal noise of engines as a quartet of rally

A

cars arrive, still hot and steamy after ",
efforts of the previous sprint.

In the Audi areg, coolness is the order of he
day. Team manager Roland Gum,
watches his froops at work from a distance
with satisfaction. This comparative calm
newits the talking point of the start of the ney,,
season. s the reorganised German i
going fo getthings together ot last? A Miche.
fin engineer, looking rather more agitated, j;
talking o the drivers, giving them his advice
accentuated English.

The Michelin man knows that fime is against

him. His suggestion for the stage is the A

tyre, o TRX with infermediate tread, suitable
for between 20 and 50 per cent snow: Réhy|
has already used it on La Souche, and hej
very enthusiastic. “It's a fantastic tyre for the
ice, it makes the cor steer well and gives
plenty of braking... The thing you've got to
watch out for is snow.” The look on the tyre
mans face lights up: “save the A2 for Burzet.
At least 30 kms of the stage is straight icel”
Voguely, Réhrl signals his agreement. The
same goes for Mikkola. “Walfer had the A2s
on La Souche, he's thrilled about them. Ifs
definitely the right tyre for Burzet.”

The clockis ticking away, and the French engi-
neer furns te me. “You can't afford to make
any mistakes here.

A couple of pacesin the other direction, panic
reigns Italian-style. No sooner has he hoisted
himself out from behind the wheel of his Lan-
cia Rally than Markku Alen makes a beeline...
for the Audi service truck. His stride has

Hanny Mikkolg. Photo DPPI

Markky Alen. Photo DPPL

enough urgency init to give away his impati-
ence. He's tight-lipped, asking himself the sort
of question which he can't answer alone.
“Which tyres do | go for? Bloody hell, it's a
difficult choice, impossibly difficult...” Markku
stares info the distance, at the grey-blue hori-
zon, but it doesn't tell him anything, then he
glances for a moment ot German mechanics
as they dash between the stacked TRX tyres.
Seeing him standing there dreaming, John
Taylor goes up and whispers the hot news
into Markku's ear: the odds are on AZs. If
Pirelli has a similar tyre available, that will be
the one to choose. Now looking slightly reos-
sured, Alen goes back to his crew and tokes
me into his confidence: “Just look, on Lo
Souche, all my studs come off in the places
where-the snow was light! How do you think |
should decide? | tell you, this is exactly like
Russian Roulette.”

But a decision has to be made, one way or
another. Andruet and Biasion opt for narrow
tyres, the distant cousin of the Michelin A3
(between 60 and 90 per cent snow). Alen
decides to try something wider. Just like that.
A hunch. He got the idea from Taylor and
what he soid cbout the A2. But Beftega hesi-
totes. “Hurry up,” urges Cesare Fiorio.
Without warning, Biasion changes his mind
and plumps for Markku's choice. Bettegathen
does the same, while the Finn puts on his hel-
met and dashes 1o the checkpoint ot the entry
to the section. The agony of the decision more
thon evident in his eyes. The Audis ore
already on their way o the start.

Mikkola has taken Michelin's advice. Hes
selected the A2s. Réhrl and Blomqvist lis-
tened, os usual, but chose something else,
Theyve gone for the narrower A3s. The
Michelin engineer looks sick fo his stomach.
Suddenly the silence is broken by a distant
rumble, o series of roars separated by a
minute or so. Theyoff!

And with barely an hour gone by, theyre
bock. Judgment time. The Quatiros are in,
and Mikkola jumps out like a fiend, tired and
haggard. “Completely wrong tyres, a total
mistake. The Michelin people got it oll
wrong. There was foo much snow on the fop
for A2s. Thot's stuffed the whole thing for
me...” Nearby, Rohrl is explaining: “there’s a
weird wind in this region, they coll it the
Burle, and it's the speciality of Burzet. It left
fresh snow in several places, o couple of feet
deep. | was the first man through, so there
were a dozen places where | hod fo come
down from fifth fo second gear, just to fight
my way through. It was lucky | went for the
A3s, even though the rest of the rood was
covered with ice.”

Four kms from the end of the stage, on o clear
road, the German hod thumped o rock with
the right rear of his Audi, which now carried
the evidence of the incident. In spite of the
shunt, Walter had token 30 whole seconds off
Blomquist's lead and was now trailing by only
six seconds in the overall dassification. Ifs
Mikkold's downfall. He's lost o full two minutes
to Réhrl on this one stoge alone.

At Lancia they re holding a loment. Rightly so.

Fiorio listens to the complaints, honds deep in
pockets. He's as onxious as his drivers ore fo
turn things in their fovour. Tyre-wise, it was
Andruet who made the right choice. He's fas-
test of the bunch. Biasion hod gone for Pirellis
that were too wide ond finished up ogoinst o
woll, where Darniche just monaged to brush
him, As for Alen, he spent seven long minutes
stuck behind onother car, his windscreen full
of flying snow. “I never saw anything like it
before! It was crazy... Last year we were 100
lucky with the weather. This year if wos my
furn fo run info snow. Thot's life, but it sure is
tough..”

Now peace reigns ogon. Everyone hos
gone, including the service crews. They've
dashed off for their next rendezvous with the
rolly cors. The Michelin people are moking
notes about the results of the stoges so for. No
doubt it's been a usehu lesson. There ore 60 of
their people here, nine thousond tyres in 28
trucks, oll to supply 110 cors. What mafters of
the end of the day is that they took the first
four ploces on the Monte Corlo Rally.
clthough they could have been tricked by an

fallen ond the rally will not be back unifl next
yeor, providing everything goes occording 1o
plon. Whatever hoppens, though, somehow
tomorrow's soup will not hove quite the some
toste for Lous the cale proprietor.

Cyril Frey




1984 WORLD RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIPS

(MAKES AND DRIVERS)

1st ROUND

JANUARY 21-28

52nd MONTE CARLO RALLY

PARCOURS DE
CONCENTRATION:

eight routes (Barcelona,
Monte Carlo, Lausanne,
Sestriéres, London, Paris,
Raamsdonk,

Bad Hamburg).

Mean distance: 1,215 km /
759.4 miles

PARCOURS COMMUN:
Aix-les-Bains, Grospierre,
Gap, Monaco (20 special
stages, totalling 544 km /
340 miles out of 1,680 km /
1,050 miles).

PARCOURS FINAL:

Monaco loop (10 special
stages, totalling 212 km /
132.5 miles out of 706 km /
441.3 miles).

S5 1VENIPER; REVARD; LA

FECLAZ (14.4 KM / 9 MILES):
1. Blomgvist (10°29*) - 2. Mikkola by 18”
3. Rﬁhj by 36" - 4. Thérier by 46" -
5.5aby bv 49" - 6. Alen by 54 - 7. Grun-
del by 1'08" - B. Carlsson by 113" - 9.

1. Loubetby1'23%-12. Bettegaby 127"
13. Sclonenby1'32” - 14, Bolas by 134"
15. Darniche by 1'35 - 16. Biasion by
1'37* - 17. Andruet by 1'43” - 18, Worm-
bold by 1'45” - 19. Snobeck by 2'01 -
20. Chalriot by 2/03.

S5 2 CAFE CARRET;

LA CHARTREUSE; LE SAPPEY
(44 KM / 27.5 MILES):

1. Blomaqist (33'39")- 2. Mikkola by 114*
- 3. Réhrl by 115“ - 4. Saby by 1'34" -
5. Grundel by 1'41” - 6. Thérier by 1'54” -
7. Damiche by 2'00" - 8. Bettega by
214" - 9. Biasion by 2'28" - 10. Warm-
bold by 2'41" - 11, Alen by 2'49" -
12, Carlsson by 2'51 - 13, Chatriot by
2'56" - 14. Andruet by 3'05" - 15, Sno-
beck by 3'09"

55 3 ST-JEAN-EN-ROYANS;
LA CHAPELLE-EN-VERCORS
(39 KM / 24.4 MILES)
cancelled (accident):

1, Rahrl (28'44”) - 2. Blomqvist by 39" -
3. Alen by 59" - 4. Bettega by 1'00” -
5. Mikkola by 1'01” - 6. Saby by 116" -
7. Thérier and Biasion by 136" -
8. Andruet and Grundel by 146" - efc.

55 4 ST-BONNET LOOP
(26 KM /16.3 MILES):

Chauche by 1'16” - 10. Servia by 1'20” -.

S5 5 LE MOULINON;
ANTRAIGUES (37 KM /
23.1 MILES):
1. Réhrl (31'20”) - 2. Mikkolo by 56"
3. Blomgvist by 1'08" - 4. Thérierby1'39"
5. Soby by 2'38" - 6. Bettego by 314"~
7. Alen by 3'23" - 8. Domiche by 3'58° -
9. Chatriot by 413" - 10. Snobeck by
4'28" - 11. Kruger by 4'39 - 12 Kaby by
5717 - 13. Rouget and Baroni by 518" -
15. Sclonen by 5'25" - _. 22. Biasion by
&'44" - __ 25. Andruet by 6'57".
Grospierre (07:00Tuesday). Parc
fermé: 6-hour rest halt.

S5 6 LA SOUCHE;

BIF. D239/N102 (27.5 km /
17.2 MILES):

1. Blomqvist (18°52°) - 2. Roh by 23° -
3. Mikkola by 27° - 4. Thérier by 122" -
5. Soby by 123" - 6. Bettega by 1'45" -
7. Andruet by 1’57 - 8. Alen and Biasion
by 2'07* - 10, Damiche ond Servia by
211" -12. Chatriot by 226" - 13. Salonen
by 239" - 14, Grundel by 2/42° 15, Kru-
ger by 2°53"

55 7 BURZET LOOP (45 KM /
28.1 MILES):

1. Rohrl (341 - 2. Blomayist by 307
3. Mikkola by 1'56" - 4. Thérier by 2'35" -
% Andrvet by 241" - 6. Dasmiche by
242" 7. Saby by 321" - 8. Biasion by
3'57" . 9, Chatriot by 4'09 - 100, Grun-
del by 413" - 11. Beitega by 439" -
12. Warmbold by 4'43" - 13. Snobeck by
445" -14, Serviaby 4'53°15.Codiniby
601”-...19. Alen by 736" - ... 24, Salo-
nen by 812",

S5 8 ST-NAZAIRE;

LA MOTTE-CHALANCON
(23.8 KM /14.9 MILES):

1. Rahrl (18°077) - 2. Blomqvist by 12°
3. Mikkola by 167 - 4, Thérier by 5" - Cha-
Iriol by 51” - 6, Alen by 1'01" - 7, Saby by
106" - 8. Bettega by 1'11" - 9. Biasion by
1'17*-10. Servia by 1'32"-11, Andruet b
1'41"-12. Darniche by 144" 13, Snobec!
by 2'07” - 14. Grundel by 2'09" -
15. Salonen by 211",

55 9 MONTAUBAN;
LABOREL (20.5 KM /

12.8 MILES):

1. Bl ist (16'27”) - 2. Réhrl and Mik-

1. Rohd (17'24) - 2. Blomgyist by 30" -
3. Mikkolo by 377 - 4. Alen by 106" -
5, Biasion by 118" - 6. Thérier by 1 32' -
7. Salonen ond Andruet by 2:08” -
9. Darniche by 214" - 10. Grundel by
2'207-11. Snobeckby 2'25"-12. Bettega
by 226" -13. Soby by 2'29*~14. Warm-
bold by 2'58” - 15, Carlsson by 3'02"

38

kola by 307 - 4. Belega by 57" - 5. Dar
niche by 1'02"- 6, Alenby 1'05" - 7, Saby
by 110" - 8. Snobeck by 112" - 9, Thérier
by 113" -10. Andruet by 1'14” 11 Biasion
by 1'25" - 12. Grundel by 143" -13. Ser-
vio by 1'52” - 14, Warmbold by 1'54” -
15. Salonen by 1'57".

5510 BIF. D942/D21;

COL DE FAYE; BIF. D49/D48
(29 KM /18.1 MILES):

1. Rahd (21297 - 2. Blomqist by 5 -
3. Alen by 36" - 4. Mikkola by 37" -
5. Bettega by 119" - 6. Saby by 1'24" -
7. Andruet by 1'32” - 8. Thérier by 1'35" -
9. Binsion by 1'39"-10. Damiche by 141"
- 11. Snobeck by 1'50" - 12. Salonen by
204" - 13. Grundel by 2'10" - 14, Cudini
by 2'23" - 15. Warmbold and Carlsson
by 2'46".

§S11 LES SAVOYONS;
SIGOYER (32 KM /

20 MILES): cancelled
(snow).

Gop(23:00 Tuesday). Parcfermé:

&-hour rest halt.

5512 BIF. D537/D217;
MONESTIER-D’AUBEL
(18.4 KM / 11.5 MILES):
cancelled (snow).

5513 PONT-DU-FOSSE;
COL DE MANSE; LA BATIE
(21 KM /13.1 MILES):
cancelled (snow).

.

5514 CHORGES;
PONT-DE-SAVINES

(23.8 KM /14.9 MILES):

1. Blomaqvist (20'05") - 2. Mikkola by 19"
3.Rahrlby 21“- 4. Thérierby 55”- 5. Alen
by1'00"-6, Darniche and Saby by 1'33"-
8.Bettegaby1'34”- 9. Grundel by 2'22*
- 10. Biasion by 2'23" - 11. Carlsson by
2'30"-12. Snobeck by 2'31”-13. Servia
by 2'34"-14. Salonenby 2'37"-15. Cha-
triot by 2'47",

§515 BIF. C1/D1; COL DES
GARCINETS; BAYONS

(22.7 KM /14.2 MILES):
1.R8hrl (19°007) - 2. Alen by 23" - 3. Mik-
kola by 25" - 4. Blomqvist by 28" -
5. Saby by 1'08” - 6. Bettega by 110" -
7. Thérier by 113" - 8. Damiche by 114" -
9.Grundel by1'55"-10, Serviaby 2'35"-
11. Andruet ﬁy 2'36" - 12. Snobeck by
2'37"-13. Biasion by 2'40” - 14, Carlsson
by 2'41” - 15. Chatriot by 2'42".
T

5516 SISTERON; THOARD
(36.8 KM / 23 MILES):

1 Réll (32°347 - 2. Bomaist by -
3. Mikkela by 17¢ - 4. Alen nd Saby by
1'50" - &, Thérierby1'58" - 7. Dornlchab'Y
2'08" - 8. Andruet and Biasion by 211° -

10, Battaga by 215" - 1. Snobeck by
2'34" - 12, Grundel by 2'40” - '3',0?7
triot by 314" - 14, Warmbold b{ﬂ 200

onen by

15. Corlsson by 3'22 - ... 29. Sa
4'34",

STANDING AT THE END OF THE PARCOURS COMMUN:

1. Rehd-Geistdarer (Audi) 5 h 4211
3. Mikkolo-Hertz (Audi) by bl‘56'- T
rennulg by 20°57" . &, Bete,

Audi B0) by 27°30” . 8. Biosion. Si
y 3315%-10. Snobeck-Emanuelli Re
wogen) by 38'58” . 12. Alen-Kivi

by 40'23" - 1 4. Salonen-Ha Ni
by 44367 16, Dar:l\uTMu:r:r:‘i:(‘iC'i‘!::n
by 59'38° - 18. Mehia-Mehta (Subary| b

1h06°55" - 20, Chatriot-Brichot
121 placed, but only the 1op

7" - 2. Blomquis-Cederberg (Audi) by 29" -
hérorVicl Ranall by 10'00F - 5. Saby, Andilé
issinot (Lancia) by 24'38% - 7. Dum[cht-Ma_’l‘
ro(Lancia) by 31'58% -9, Andruer-Cresto (Lancia)
nault) by 37°46" - 11, Grundel-Diekmann (Volks:
imaki (Lancia) by 40'02” - 1 3, Servia-Sabater (Opel)
1) by 42'38” . 1 5, Warmbold-Feltz (Mazdo)
#n) by 57177 17, Cudini-Trouche (Alfasud)
y1h01'04" . 19. Kaby-Gormley (Nissan) bY
[Renault) by 1h 07'02", etc.

100 are allowed to loke part in the porcours final:

§517 LE CHAFFAUT;
PUIMICHEL (21.7 KM /

13.6 MILES):

1. Rahrl (15°09%) - 2. Blomgvist by 6"
3, Alenby 9" 4. Bettegaby 25 5. Soby
by 27° - 6. Mikkola by 32 - 7, Thérier by
377 - 8. Biasion by 38” - 9. Andruet by
50”10, Salonan by 59° - 11, Grundel by
107" - 12. Snobeck by 1'09” - 13, Servia
by 124" . 14, Kaby by 125" - 15, Dor-
nichn by 1'40”,

5518 TRIGANCE;
CASTELLANE (33 KM /

20.6 MILES):

1. R8hrl (24'50”) - 2. Blomqist by 10*
3. Mikkola by 58° - 4. Thérier by 111" -
5.5abyby118"-6, Alenby1'25"-7. Bet
tega by 1'50" - 8, Snobeck by 1'58°
9.Salonenby 2'02"-10. Biasion by 2'10*
- 11. Damiche by 2'22” - 12, Chatriot by
2'35"-13. Grundel by 2'38” - 14. Servia

= .
by 2'39” - 15. Andruet by 2°45",
$519 BIF. D2211/D5;
LES 4-CHEMINS (16 km /

10 MILES):

1. Rahrl (11'09") - 2. Blomgqvist by 8 -
3. Mikkola by 14* - 4. Beltega by 103" -
5, Darniche by 106" - 6. Andruet and
Saby by 116" - 8. Snobeck by 123 -
9, Thérier by 1'36” - 10. Warmbald by
138" - 11. Biasion by 1'39" - 12. Chatriot
by 1'43” - 13, Salonen by 144" -
14. Cudini by 1'54” - 15. Baroniby 2'03" -
... 129, Alen by 17°27".

S5 20 LODA; COL DE PORTE;
LUCERAM (16.5 KM /

10.3 MILES):

1. Réhrl 14'28") - 2. Blomqvist by 8” -
3, Alen and Thérier by 12”- 5. Bettega by
14" - 6. Andruet by 24" - 7. Mikkela by
25"-B. Sabyby 36"~ 9. Salonenby 44" -
10. Biasion gy 50" - 11. Servia and Sna-
beck by 1'18" - 13. Darniche by 1'25* -
14. Chatriet by 1'32° - 15. Kobygyl‘dli”.
Monaco (18:20 Wednesday).
Parc fermé. End of parcours
commun.

Monaco (22:00 Thursday). Start
of the parcours final.

SS 21 EIF D53/D22;

COL DE LA MADONE; PEILLE
(18 KM /143 MILES):

1. Bettega (14'56%) - 2, Biasion by 8”
3. Alen by 11" - 4, Andruet by 20" - 5.
Saby by 28” - 6. Thérier by 35 - 7. Rohrl
by 39" 8. Blomqvist by 557 - 9. Serviaby
1'05“-10. Snobeck by 1'06“ - 11. Chatriot
by 1'12* - 12, Mikkola by 1'48° - 13, Salo-
nen By 1'28* - 14, Grundel by 148"
15, Baroni by 1'55” - ... 19. Darniche by
214"

S5 22 MOULINET; COL DE
TURINI; LA BOLLENE

(22.4 KM /14 MILES):

1.Rahd (22'11%)- 2. Alen by 6°- 3. 8lomg.
vist by 16" - 4. Mikkala by 22°. 5, Biasion
by‘ZB’ 6. Bettega by 38” . 7. Thérier by
40%-8.Saby by 46° -9, Andruet by 52°
10, Grundel y 34" - 11. Chatriot by 1'05"-
12. Snobeck by 1 08”13, Serviaby1'11"-
}gf‘arnichuhyl‘ld' 15, Warmbold by

5523 ST-SAUVEUR; COL DE
LA COUILLOLE; BEUIL

(22 KM /13.8 MILES):

1. Blomavist (19°277) - 2, Rahrl by 13° -
3, Battega by 46" - 4. Mikkola by 56°
5. Biasion ond Darniche by 110" - 7. Alen
by 112" - 8. Andruet by 119% - 9, Thériar
by 1'24” .10, Saby by 127" -11. Grundel
by1'43*12. 5clonenby1'51".13. Servi
by 157" .14, Chatriot by 59* - 15. Mehta
by 2'05,

5SS 24 PUGET-THENIERS;
COL ST-RAPHAEL; TOUDON
(28.5 KM /17.8 MILES):

1. Rohrd (23'14") - 2. Thérier by 25" -
3. Mikkola by 37" - 4. Blamayist by 39
5. Alen by 45” - 6. Biasion and Servia by
47" - 8. Bettega by 54 - 9. Salonen by
106" -10. Andruet by 115" - 11. Kaby by
117 -12. Darniche by 1'19* - 13. Grundel
by 1'33” - 14. Cudini by 1' 45" - 15. Mehta
by 203",

SS 25 LODA; COL DE PORTE;
LUCERAM (16.5 KM /

10.3 MILES):

1. R&hrl (15'12") - 2. Alen by 1 - 3. Blomg:-
vistand Mikkelaby 5° - 5. Nadruet by 15"
- 6. Bettega by 16" - 7. Salonen by 22° -
8. Biasion by 26" - 9. Servia by 29" -
10. Thérier by 38" - 11, Kaby by 1'02" -
12.Grundel by1'25”-13. Krugerby1'28”
- 136. Darniche by 1'29* - 15, Cudini by
131"

Monaco (05:30 Friday). Parc
fermé: 1-hour rest halt.

S5 26 BIF D53/D22;

COL DE LA MADONE; PEILLE
(18 KM / 11.3 MILES):

1. Bentega (1417”) - 2. Alen by 24"
3. Biasion by 34" - 4. Thérier by 43*
5, Rohrl by 101" - 6, Salonen and Blomg
vist by 110" - 8. Mikkola by 1'20" - 9.
Grundel by 1'28” - 10, Kruger by 1'44”
11. Kaby by 1'45” - 12, Rouget by 1'49* -
13. Darniche by 1'54" - 14. Haumant by
1'59* - 15. Cudini by 221"

55 27 MOULINET; COL DE
TURINI; LA BOLLENE

(22.4 KM /14 MILES):

1. Blomaqyist (21'117] - 2. Mikkola by 17"

3.Rahrl by 18" - 4. Allen by 49" - 5, Thé-
rier by 56 - 6, Biasion by 1'04" - 7, Salo
nen and Bettega by 1'16 - 9. Grundel by
117 - 10. Darniche by 1'22” - 11. Dorche
byl 43"-]2.Kluaerhy'|‘5b'-|3. Warm-
bold by 1'58” - 14 Mehta and Cudini by
2'02%

5528 ST-SAUVEUR; COL DE
LA COUILLOLE; BREUIL

(22 KM /13.8 MILES):

1. Blomgyist (19'29*) - 2. Réhd by 22*
3. Damiche by 45” - 4. Befiega by113"
5, Biasion by 115" - 6. Mikkola by 1'18*
7. Alen by 1'23" - 8. Thérier by 1'41" -
9. Mehta by 2'06° - 10. Cudini by 2'09" -
11. Kruger by 2'13"-12. Salanen by 228"
-13, Pagani by 2'34" - 14, Rougat by
2'42* - 15, Sillonkorva by 2'53"

SS 29 PUGET-THENIERS;
COL ST-RAPHAEL; TOUDON
(28.5 KM /17.8 MILES):

1. Rhrl (2302") - 2. Blomaqvist by 14” -
3. Alen by 35 - 4. Salonen by 38” -
5. Thérier by 59" - &, Biasion by 108" -
7.Grundel by 110" - 8. Mikkalaby 1°31" -
9. Battegaby 1°32”-10. Rouget by 1'45"
11 Damiche by 2'03" - 12, Kruger by
206" - 13. Pagani by 2'23" - 14, Chas
sauil by 2'25" - 15. Mehta by 2'28".

55 30 LODA; COL DE PORTE;
LUCERAM (16.5 KM /

10.3 MILES):

1. Blomgvist (14'38") - 2. Rahd by 2° -
3. Salonen and Bettega by 34” - 5. Mik-
kola by 37" - 6. Alenby 43" - 7. Grundel
by 53° - 8. Biasion by 57" - 9. Thérier by
58" - 10. Rouget by 1'06” - 11. Kaby by
129" - 12. Haumant by 1'38” - 13. Cudini
by 139" - 14. Darniche by 1'45* - Chas
seuil. 1'52"

OVERALL RESULTS

SPECIAL STAGE WINS:
1. ROHRL (15) - 2. Blomgyvist (9) -
3. Bettega (2).

RALLY LEADERS:

§51to SS 7: Stig Blomgqvist (Audi)
SS 8: Walter Réhrl (Audi)

55 9 TO S5 16: Stig Blomqvist
{Audi)

$517 TO S5 30: Walter Réhrl (Audi)

MAKES WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP:

1. Audi (18 points) - 2. Renault (12) -
3.Loncia(10)- 4. Volkswagen (9) -
5. Nissan (1).

Nex! event: Portugal (March 6-11).

DRIVERS WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP:

1. Walter R8hrl (D) (20 points) -
2. Stig Blomqvist (S) (15) -
3. Hannu Mikkola (SF) (12) -
4, Jean-Luc Thérier (F) (10} -
5. Attilio Bettega (1) (8) - 6. Mas~
simo Biasion (1) (6) - 7. Bernard
Darniche (F) (4) - 8. Markku Alen
(SF) (3) - 9. Kalle Grundel (5) (2) -
10. Timo Salonen (SF) (1).

Next avent: the Swadish Rally (February
1012)

1. Walter R8hri-Christian Gelstdérfer (Audi Quattro Turbo),
8 h 52'29” - Ist Group B, Michelin tyres.
2. Blomqvist-Cederberg (Audi Quattro Turbo) by 1'13”
3. Mikkola-Hertz (Audi Quattro Turbo) by 12'40”
4, Thérier-Vial (Renault 5 Turbo) by 24'24”
5. Bettega-Perissinot (Lancia 037 Rally) by 2912”7
6. Blasion-Siviero (Lancia 037 Rally) by 37'20”
7. Darniche-Mahé (Audi 80 Quattre) by 400" - 1st Group A
8. Alen-Kivimaki (Lancia 037 Rally) by 43'36"
9. Grundel-Diekmann (VW Golf GTI) by 52'24"
10. Salonen-Harjanne (Nissan 240 RS) by 52'25"
11. Warmbold-Feltz (Mazda 323 Turbo) by 1h 09'07”"
12, Cudini-Trouche (Alfa Romeo Alfasud) by 1 h 17'58"
13, Dorche-Thimonnier (Citroén Visa) by 1 h 23'28”
14. Mehta-Mehta (Subaru) by 1h 26'07"
15. Rouget-Lelidvre (Talbot Samba) by 1h 29'30” - 1st Promotion
16. Kruger-Perin (Talbot Samba) by 1 h 3119
17. Kaby-Gormley (Nissan 240 RS) by 1 h 34'14"
18. Haumant-Pratesi (Talbot Samba) by 1h 36'36"
19. Bos-Leuvrey (Audi BO Qauttro) by 1h 42'28" 1st Group N
Bouvier (Opel A ) by 1h 46'05"

20, i

pe

21. Pagani-Séclier (Alfa Romeo Alfasud) by 1 h 46'46”

22, Sillankorva-Nieminen (Mazda 323 Turbo) by 1h 4817%

23, Kojimota-Neghersoli (Nissan 240 RS) by 1 h 53'25"

24, Chasseuil-Blain (Audi 80 Quattro) by 1 h 56'07"

25. B. Jaussaud-Avenel (Renault 5 Alpine Turbo) by 1 h 59'31", etc.

75 placed; 204 starts.
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AUDI SPORT

1. Rahrl/Geistdarfer

4. Mikkolo/Hertz

7. Blomagvist/Cederbarg

W o i more p

of the inexpe
employer, ind v
some uselul advice
The event could not have gone be
for Audi, whose cars took the
three places overnll. Blomgvist, the

early leader, had a lew problems with

the revised turho boost seltings. This

did not, however, prevent him from

setting 2nd fastest time on the St

Jean-en-Royans stage, where he pro

had 100 homsepower less than
his. team mates! Linable 1o resist
Réhrl’s fight back into the leud dus-
ing the course of the parcours com-
mun, Stig nevertheless drove hard
betore seitling for 2nd place in the
final night’s loop out of Monaco

Understandably, his most serious
complaint came as a result of being
seeded well down the running order,
which made it necessary for him o
avertake many of the slower compe-
titors. With I3 points for 2nd place,
plus the 20 which he picked up onthe
Swedish Rally, Stigis very favourably
placed in the world chumpionship.

The title, of course, is something
which two-times world chumpion

AUDI QUATTRO TURBO A2 (AP»‘«E

20. Snobeck/Emanuelli

ITY: 7109 cc (2953 i
TURBOCHARGER: KXK. Five cylinders
in line. Two valves per cylinder. INJEC
TION: Basch Motronic. MAX. TORQUE
45mkg. MAX. POWER. 3 X0
rpm. TRANSMISSION: permanent fou
wheel diive. F AND R BRAKES: ver
ed discs. WEIGHT; 1100 kgs. TYRES:
Michelin. TEAM MANAGER: Rolund

Gumpert

40

g French star Bruno Saby
splendi
|1 dr t choose his tyre

2 ing Sth
at ane time on the last night
The important point for the man
from Grenoble was that he wa
losing out in straight competiti
with s whose reputations are
muchgreater than his. Frangois Cha-
triot also started his rally with some
tvre mistakes before going off the
road in the Col Faye, but drew
attention to his ability withan e
lent time at St-Nazaire-le-Dé
(only 51 seconds behind RGhrl is not
atall bad). In the final run his engine
started to show signs of dropping
turbo pressure, and eventually he
went ofl the road altogi r in the
same stage as Saby. It is noteworthy
that the DIAC team had no fewer
than four cars. nine trucks and
36 mechanics on the rally; terrific
organisation for a private team

RENAULT 5 TURBO. CAPACITY: 1397 cc
(1956 corrected for turbo). TURBO: Gar-
teft T3. Four cylinders in line. Two volves
per cylinder. INJECTION: Bosch

letronic. MAX. TORQUE: 27.5 mkg
MAX. POWER: 295 bhp at 7000 rpm
TRANSMISSION - rear wheels. F AND R
BRAKES: venti WEIGHT:
960 kgs. TYRES
12 ond 16

B Bel!eqo/Pe:issinm

aced m‘m 6th \'..:\w. three

the Italinn team
onthe third

up:

he o ’
iAN(IA RALLY 037 ABARTH. CAPA-

CIIY 210 ex (2955 comected for super
er).  SUPERCHARGER: )!rm'rl
volumetric. Four cylinders, ir
valves per cylinder. INJECTION: Buu\'l‘
Kugelfischer. MAX. TORQUE: 33 mkg
MAX. POWER: 325 bhp ot 8000 rpm
TRANSMISSION: reor wheels. F AND R
BRAKES: venfilated discs. WEIGHT.
340 kgs. TYRES: Pirelli, TEAM MANAG-
ER: Cesure Fiorio

having the

prepared for
ner Ti mo Maki

rsaid to b
tion in Japan. Itis
cady until 1985,

¢ remaining
for this year to
by the 240. Sinc
¢,the
wasting no
opments: it is
ed for rallies in
rally department
slonen only remains

Japanese maker
ws that the 4wd
to be quick —as
il it is unveiled,
ing lested, three days
rst event

NISSAN 240 RS. CAPACITY: 2340 cc
Four cylinders in line. Four valves per
cylinder. Twin Solex carburetters. MAX.
TORQUE: 265 mkg. MAX, POWER:
260 bhp o1 8000 rpm. TRANSMISSION:
rwheels. F AND R BRAKES: ventilor-
dises. WEIGHT: 970 kgs. TYRES:
op ond Michelin. TEAM MANAGER:




51. Chauche/Barjou  (Renault 5 f{!

23. Loubet/Ocelli  (Alfa  Romeo
GTV6

Entered by Alfa-France. the Group A

ian Jean-Louis Trintignant finished
4Tth. He was abviously taking this
appearance pretty seriously,

Group B Samba, which has a 1285 €€
engine, 130 bhp and only 675 kes-
Kruger and Haumant, driving identi-

ini/Trouche  (Alfa  Romeo ! =
OUTSIDERS With o specaors aaiable o pish A ‘33;“' ( Alpine Turbo) r T T % 39 T+ 5 3 H T
10.Darniche/Mahe(Audi80 Quottro) it out the car coutd notcontinue.  AUBSUHL s overalt for — Inwhat mustbe the outstandingper. | TE 258 2 i a8 34 L &
Entered xln’ﬂw green and yellow Cudini, whoisbetter knownas Fran- iurm.‘mc«.:t\l l};ihll!li‘h_.ufthﬂ) Group =T o g e SR E:§' Z 8. u B = £ Ziey 6
colours of Yacco (a French oil com- ¢e’s reigning champion touring car N (standard )R 0_] ‘1\-30‘Urﬂgl'rcnch g g Sk SN Z: 55 23 £k O = B w s =2 = E
pany), this was the car that Blomauist b tble toshowithe rally. -driver Frangols Chatiche setSth fyy, P 92 ¥ £ E 2 8 § g4 32 €682 5 5 3 2 %2 ¥ 8 &
had forthe 1983 Swedish Rally. ltwas men a thing or twa in Group A test time on the very first special 8 <X O £ 32X gL & = =2 € 2 T & =
given to 1979 Monte winner Bernard : N stage! He later lost a lot of time with - N M g 1o N g o DT NM TN ON OO o
Darniche, now coming back strongly 98. Sillankerva/Nieminen [Muzda iy o I L R |
from his accident during practice for ' aa -
last ye Tour de Corse. The 33 TUI"JD) able per- I 2 ! I
Frenchman had come [rom a [ruit- Ladies Prize and an imn(llyr-l i P : '?VNH“VH
formance for the young Finnish girl, 15157 o
who has been selected by Warmbold o, >
10 be the new Michéle Mouton, her- WQQ?OD = | w
self a notable absentee due 10 h‘n‘r oy = 2
desie 10 “recee” the Swedish. Stll My, : " N
only 20, Minna Sillankorva is expect- -‘?G",'Q.J = -
ed to become the official Mazdadriv- V‘?Noayw
oo S erin 1985 ;i oy = |
; * 1, ;
17. Grundel/Diekmann  (Volkswa- 29, Balos/Laine (Alfo Romeo GTV6) = e ‘%
Golf GTi Driving asimilarcarto Loubet's,Ber-  gearbox and clutch problems, then ar
less attempt on the Paris-Dakar. His 980 b0 i trand Balas didn’t get very far, retir-  retired in 8523 when heading for a B, E
Monte Carlo class win (Group A) The Swedish driver demonstrated ine on SS3 with fuel injection class win. A name to watch, 13,0.)#
seemed fairly predictable, although more of his fine RAC Rally form by ;r:uh! o =
3 ? S e cerall w 3 2 ouble. I \
le hatl some: early sit taking 9th overall with his Group A < o S e V130700 X
o e R “’;‘S_"Qg‘; works 1.8 Golf (175 bhp/880kgs), run- 53, Dorche/Thimonnier  (Citroén 9a 10, N
non-turbo Audi’s four wheel drive  Ning on Pirellis VWU) ;g\’f&m W
ultimately proved decisive, over- 18. Warmbold/Feltz (andu 3 In spite of restricted funds the driver oy & - ¢
coming the handica ape fi i lete: & i i L
;'f’mmgl"re h.:indLLlugiB hc;a-n /‘F;Z‘EErkJF Turbo) ][i‘{:‘ (Inp comple ed lln.l ‘:\:rem in hgf;oom i Il 0N
east, ol'its mo ““ 2 Onp = &S With Achim Warmbold as the team's SUIPIACE) FOVEreoming - Iyre prob- Tioy = ! 2
power-lo-weight ratio. A serious  griver/manager, the works entered lems and a shunt on La Couillole 2y, i | Y
uniﬁr;lc;rI|:m§\cmhdunng the Iu(sjl Group A Mazda had 180 bhp and 960 70?;’ s | | i
night had the French crew worried, kes. Theco achoice of Miche t e '3 | |
because the car hadn't been set up for “%:',”-EdT—;“l;:;j;(?gi:_,;é} s 68. l(u||mutnlNeghersu|| (NISS(!I'I SN""VJ}O 5 ]
oy f”rm';‘% T::"',“g“' “fro‘ri““‘ well it some disastrous choices 24({“). . Fer = LN
rewarded by their 7th place overall ber.and thenacmash onLa Cott The pnvala!y-entcmd Nissan of the ECN
delayed the crew. Japanese driver finished 23rd Yo, =
11. Mehta/Mehta (Subaru) 21. Carlsson/Spjuth  (Mozdo 323 1 - ?
In spite of some minor overheating : ! i Ny, 1
problems, the East African couple Turbo) 35. Larsson/Sager (Volkswagen Golf 78 M?TTIS/APPIE?DI‘I (Tﬂ"]lﬂ lm.u.s) ! 2 ¥
I g g The Group B Talbot of this British i
finished 14th in their Group A GTi) = i mtupffll d md[’_ :lhls ”“”d 1
Subaru, which has a mere 120 bhp U . : EIEG st il et e e = |
2 ! el A worthy 26th place for the 1.6-litre stage and was unable ts ti L= T
i e e e Golforthe Swede UirLasson. 0
selec Mic
tyres (mostly GF57s) from which to 197. Nannini/Maddii (Fiat Ritmo 130)
choose. This one-oll" ouling is unli- Promising Italian F2 and Lancia rac- S99y
kely to be repeated. ing driver Alessandro Nannini H =
quietly withdrew his Group N Fiat 1 ¥* 33}\;”” l
before the start of the parcours com- 5‘7103 «
mun. | *"3»!!:??’71’10
* ND"DAtrg
S = e
P e Uy I ‘
== Ié(;.“:uncmtmlSuppey (Alfa Romeo 30104 %
3 J AL
15, Servia/Saboter  (Opel  Manta Punciatini’s Group N Alfa was going Ja ’gf e
400) well whenils gearbox broke on §523 i¥3sy,
Italian speeialist Virgilio Conrero b0
was incharge of Spanish driver Salva- L)
dor Servia'’s Manta, which went off 3
the road into aditch on the final run. In spite ol some tyre mistakes. Carls- 5 S g ™ " —
son had an excellent start 10 the 3, -
event, only to retire on SS18 with HO'I' Fokeo“EN: HOSV?
head gasket filure alter having held 44, EOS/LEUWBY MUdi 80 QUI:I“NJ No'w?nOW l I -
8th place for u short time Victory in Group N for Pierre Bt;'i. 3y =
R who had not seen the car until the
2. Flzn)nngeerunsch (Toyota B g Sl;lrl He had a long struggle with ] \'L*'Vw*fto)%l;f] e
Corolla oty Chauche until the latter’s troubles. P
e 4 S
The GroupATovatsof KisusFritzin- 40. Trintignant/Tioulong (AlfaRomes 49, Rouget/Leliévre (Talbot Samba) * Ns»,\j",‘;pa P
gerhad Lo retire on the parcours com- GIVe) A win in the *promotion” elass, plus 3, 2 £
mun after going ofT the road. ?m::.;::_l by no less than the So I5th place overall, for Jean-Pierre ‘V-!#p;o 5 o
es Buinsde Mer, the Frenchcomed.  Rouget and his surprisingly hot L4 --——'

GTVain the hands of Corsican driv- . " cal cars, finished 16th and 18th.
er LOL‘ljhﬂ was expected Lo be handi- EZ'J‘E:TWIUBEN“ (hudi 80 50. Pagani/Séclier {Mfﬂ Romeo = =
capped, inspite ofits 210 horsepower, Al
by its not inconsiderable weight. In Deeply aflected by an accident on the jnf:rs:tt‘ s i (editor of - N ™M o i O N @ & 2 : ﬁ : :'—' 2 l'= 2 g E g 3 L}
factitgotno further than 882, follow- th‘ul:us commun in which his car Frﬂﬂ,::-;m[rif;re Pag::a; i;olkuﬂlsl 0 z = e s BFg ® ® § T = = T T O0F 2= ZT B
¢ 3 i struck a spects “has Lchappement) g 3 =1 E 3 T 3 o g B 5 B 3 o T T %S T
ingthe breakage ol a suspension part. cn"imdl;::clﬁlnrn(hmscuxl bravely place 1o prove himsell his country's E E QE E é & § =< 3 g < 2 E _E I3 g% § :‘ §‘E 23 2 l§ g 2
o finish 24th, fistest rallying journalist - z B8z T 84 &§ T = 3 g 4 &4 £ g =P o: =3 88 4z 28
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STILL PUSHING
AHEAD

ET WALTER GO BY, HE'S IN A HURRY. TO LIVE HIS LIFE, AND TO WIN. FASTER
“AND FASTER. BUT HE'S NOT TOO KEEN ON JOURNALISTS. “I GO RALLYING FOR

MYSELF, NOT FOR YOU!” HE TOLD THEM AT THE FINISH OF THE MONTE CARLO RALLY. IS
ROHRL UNPLEASANT? NO, JUST BLUNT - AND IN TURMOIL.

hatd by Cyril Frey

At Menace, in January of 1980, Walter
Rahrl had just won the first major rally of his
career, in his works Fiat Abarth 131. There
was a strange smile on his face, slightl
sanctimonious, which hasn't been seen very
often since. Within 11 months he had won
his first world championship and signed an
exclusive contract with Mercedes for 1981.
But without warning Stuttgart cancelled its
competitions plans, leaving Réhrl, the lourels
still fresh on his shoulders, without a drive.
The Audi team, which was preparing to get
seriously involved in rallying with ifs four-
wheel drive Quattro project, had already
offered Walter a job two months pre-
viously. He had said “Nein”. Just like that. So
Audi signed up Hannu Mikkola, joined by
Michéle Mouton as @ works Audi driver,
And the season went on without the reign

ing champion. By Monaco 1982 he was
back. Now he had become Audi’s rival,
driving a works Opel Ascona 400 in Roth-
mans colours.

Bingo. The weather is just right for him and
Opel. He pulls off a second *Monte", What
about a second drivers' fitle? He's not inte

rested, but Opel's management insists, and
at the end of the season sends him to the
Ivory Coast. They want him to beat Audi, for
whom Mlle Mouton has become the end-
of-season stor driver. Réhrl wins, on this
spurned event. In spite of himself, he'’s again
world champion.

To revenge himself on his employers, he tails
to turn up at the RAC Rally. “Auf wiederse-

44

no, Signor Fiorio.”
ing the Volumex
rst success. Monte
he rallies of the pre-
esssnow, Yet,
Réhrl leading
sary, mustface
consecutive year. Wal-
this yeor, no more
1em, There's
ormance anywhere, If
fle o he needed
4 , not again

only to give the wo
thanks.”

In his head, though, there's an ambition for-
ming. As his Lancia contract comes up for
renewal he knows that the something
still to be ticked off his list, He wants fo fry a

Quattre! Will he be oble to get as much out
of the 4wd vehicle s Mikkola, Blomavist or
Mouton? A year before hed made one of
those statements that you live fo r
the rest of your life. “Even an ope could go
fastin @ Quatirol” Did he really say it? Cer
tainly not in those words. Nongthel 7
ryone will be out for his skin if he signs with
Audi, He knows it, but the h:mptulirl)n is too
strong. And the men from Ingolstadt, gfier
studiously ingering their Ie\low(ourm'ylmjn
for three years, jump at their chance. Affer
all, it's better to have Walter with you ”\(‘;r\
against you, The Golden Rule of maderr
rallying. The rest was not long in cominc ;
"As soon as | reached an ug}eemenl w:H
Audl, | decided | should tell Lancia C@smc:

Could it be the
demons within
Walter Réhrd,
ur;‘ce a sen
that make him go
s0 fast - and wi!rll':'
(Photos: DPPI
and R, Klein)




Lancia in 1984 (DPPI)

Fiorio was the first person | colfed. | asked
him fo fry cndmdep:hnd | had to find out
whot | wos worth with o four-wheel drive. He
saxd he respected my decison That was in
September”

Afew days went by, then ofl hellbmiei?vmlﬁ
in the rallying world. Audi announced **:‘;
ter’s contract. And the lalions mbamd
over. Fiorio was furious with what see

in his eyes to be 0 A
ment. Indeed‘ﬂweMoiuMChaﬂtp‘O{"
ship wos still ot stoke with Audi and Lancia
the principol contenders. Al the beginning
of October, the Son Remo Rally was to be
decisive. And the press on both sides of the
border was rife with rumours. At Son Remo,
who could say if Rohrl would not have
olready gone over to his new employers -
ot least in spirit. Could he be counted on to
odminister the coup de groce fo the Rrm
thot was soon to be his new homel huiy
didn't think so. And they let him know it,
embittering Walter. On the doy of reckon-
ing, he would do his bestto rub their focesin
it. Alen won, Walter wos second, ond Lancia
wos world champion.

Fiorio embroced his stor ot the finish line.
“Thonk you Wober We know ifs also
becouse of you that we won the crown. You
drove o greaf roce.” Rohrl gove a complac-
ent nod, but remained silent. He felt that it
was not yet finished.

| DON'T GIVE A DAMN
WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT
ME. WHAT COUNTS IS
THAT | KNOW I'M GOOD.

“For o long ime people sl tolked. It wasn't
very nice. Now that laly is behind me, | don't
hear about it anymore, Atleast, not much. If]
did, if'd moke me ill. When you think what o
success my year with Lancia wos ~ it wos the
best of my coreer. All | did wos drive; and
fraternize with the mechonics, with Piantg, It
was like o dream. | wos able fo reconcile my
success with my private Ife. What o shome
that it wos spoied by Audi's eorly announ-
cement. | didn't want if thot way and Audi
knew i. But they wanted things fo be clear
before San Remo, becouse, they fold me,
they knew | couldn'tlie to the journalists who
were sure fo ask me about the future. | liste-
ned fo them, Maybe it wos o mistake "
ftnd n;,d'Wullor is ‘boc'k in Germany, In
ngolstadt, not so for rom Regensby,
wge he lives with his wite Moniko, Byt i!;gn’
mistake 1o think that it wos the coll of nafj.
onal pride which pushed foir Walter back
info the arms of his fellow counirymen, On,
the contraryl
“When | was with Opel - ond Mercedes,
although not for long ~ | had nothing but
problems with the German press, They
would cut me off, always interrupting. Thiy
“monkey” story come from them, At Lancia,
as for as that was concerned, | hod some
peace. On returning to Germany, | was o
little worried, for sure.”
And for good reasan: back acrossthe Rhing,
Wialter was prey to the scoop masters, And
it was not long before an unidentified

source - ond hopefully uf\idenh‘ﬂoble -
leaked the salary requirements of Ayqy
new driver. One million marks (E?SOM
for the year, plus several substantial b,
nuses af the start of each rally. A e,
record. But was it true?

Never. | make the same lr:hmn of Audi gg |
s moking at Lancia, taking into aceq
e mhgs in Germany, thatis, 61 per c:::
instead of 20 per cent. The figures you've

heord are pure fantasy.”
In any event, the first part of Wallers ¢op.
troct has already been more than satisfied -
first try, first victory. At Monte Carlo, of
course, the rally that couses sales 1o shogy
up for any manufacturer who can make o
showing, whether for economy
models ot luxury cars. It wos all Audi need-
ed, having already increased production
for 1983 by 20 per cent. This more than
made up the 16.3 million marks (€ 4.2 mil-
lion) spent on running after the 1982 fitle,
ond so it would seem that VAG's board of
directors have no reason to give up trying for
the world championship. In France alone,
sales have increased by 15 ﬁer cent since
1981. Thanks to dear ‘Michéle Mouton,
Réhrl, on the other hand, may not draw o
million marks, but surely costs his new
employers dearly. Still, a master tradesman
isnever cheap. No matter what he says, he's
a star.
“Idon'tgive adamn what people think about
me. | go rallying for myself, not for the press.
If's for my own safisfaction that | wantto find
out if I'm capable of an oustanding perfor-
mance. No difference that some newspaper
writes I'm the best. In five years, pecple will
say, ‘o, he wasn't all that great; he had o lot
ofluck” That's life. Everyone has judgement
passed on them with ime. What counts is
that | know ['m good, Right now. | wasn't sure
until Monte Carlo. Thol's my weakness.
I don't have enough confidence in myself.
| always need to keep testing myself. And
I never really believe it when | win. Every=
where else, there was always this doubl.
Before Monte Carlo, | thaught if | could just
keep up with Stig, on the snow, it would be
some kind of sign that | had what it takes. |
never draarnej | could actually beat him. |
was absolutely sure that Hannu or Shig
would win. My goal was fo get in no lafer
than three minutes behind them. It was an
ideal. Five minutes back, and | would have
been looking for excuses - my first rally with
Aud, for example... Over five minutes, and|
would have been very disappointed. There
you hove it - Im constantly judging myselfin
ferms of the other drivers. Stig Blomqvist was
the last driver in the world who | still wes
unsure aboul, All the other stars | knew, since
ol one time or another, | had been on a feam
with them, Never with Stig. | wanfed to know
him. Today, | don’t think | was befter than
him - butI'm glod | did so well, Inaddition, it's
first time | feel like | have a friend on @
team. I know the journalists would prefer that
we hate each other, but that's just nol the
way i is”
No sooner had he crossed the finish line:
':ﬁ:::::"ar w't.zl“| buried in an avalanche ©
ones and pen-wielding pressmen =
but he kept his cogl. First, he ye‘c’lured that
& was not entirely satisfied by his perfor-

mance in the rally. Which led some people
to conclude that if he wosn' with
himself than the others nmsfbomaqu
nothing... Walter was irritated,

“That's not of all stet hotl meant! When I say
that I'm not happy, | mean not happy with my
awn driving, that I'm not entirely af ease. It
has nothing to do with how fast | can go, |
couldn't go any faster, butl could drive be-
ter. My co-driver, Chrishan, whe has known
me for a long time, was not always all that
sure. Please don't think the others weren't
any good, | beg you"

Drive well, Although maybe riot win. Such is
Réhrl and his tortured soul.

“The first win, or the first world fitle, that's
important, Afterwards, it's never the same. |
don't want to be remembered for o record
number of victories. Win four fimes, even
Mante Carlo, is not what's special, All thot |
want is fo able fo say, “today, the 29th of
Jonuary 1984, | know I'm good.” | don'tneed
the respect of others fo be happy.”

As a personality, Walter Rahrl's is complex -
the champion who doesn't care about
winning. Unfulfilled, he’s always looking for
that something which will bring him inner
peace.

Two yeors ago, we had a talk together dur-
ing the Swedish Rally. At that time, his per-
formance was brilliant, although he never
managed to close with the unapproa-
chable front-running Quattros. To my mun-
dane question, “are you happy?” he ans-
wered, “No, absolutely not.” He said he was
a worrier. In 1984, are you still worrying,
Walter?

“Yes, and | don't know how to change. Last
year, things went better. | finally learned how
to have fun. How to be happy. It was the first
time. During Monte Carlo, over these last
few days, | said to myself. “if you win, that Il
be great.” But the closer | got to the finish, the
more | lostinterest. My anxiety started com-
ing back. How was | going fo find some moti-
vation? By stopping being so hard on myself,
maybe, or having to prove something to
myself at each special stage. | think too
much. | need to start taking life easy, but
when you haven't been able fo do it for
36 years, it's not something that happens
from one day to another”

TO WIN MONTE CARLO
FOUR TIMES. THAT IN
ITSELF IS NOT IMPOR-
TANT.

We had a possible answer for Walter. There
are so many rallies that he hates, where he's
decided to never compete, or never com-
ete again. Meaning that he’s excluded
imself from ever winning o number of
major fitles. Why not give these o try?
“) think about it once in a while. Five years
ago, | thought the Safari and the Bandama
were fontastic rollies. And | was sincere. I'm
also serious when | say nowadays that | no
longer enjoy these events. | might again
change my mind. But foday, if [ wan the
Safari, it wouldn't awaken that litle voice in

me, which says "you're good.” 1 000 Lakes or
zau%:?ﬁespm.hﬁnbno{ if)::’mhave
go out pacticing every ial stage
ﬁ@nnmwderhhmebbemqﬁﬁve,t
don't see the paint. That's not rallying. This is
one of the reasons that| have a very particu-
lar ideo as to the level of my adversaries. A
world champion who practices @ special
stage 10 times, for me, he's not a world
champion. | hope this never happens. That's
why I'm a fan of Markku. He's like me. Two
fimes through every special stage before the
start, that's it. And Alen, now there’s a rally
driver. Thérier, in my eyes, is the greatest
talent in rally driving for the last ten years.
Without a doubt. Ifs people like him that |
admire and respect. The general public
knows nothing cbout these things. When
they heor the results, they're oblivious to
whether the winner has been over the
caurse 15 fimes, or is a genius. Spectators
aren't always ail that we?l!:form-d Its the
same thing concerning safety. It isn't in the
rallying jeurnals that you should tell people
what they should or shouldn't do. These
readers already know it. IF's the others who
find themselves in unfamiliar and dangerous
circumstances. | saw Chasseuil's car after
the Saint Jean trogedy. It was hardly
demaged ot all. This kind of thing is o war-
ning. This ime only one person was killed.
Next fime, it could be 20. Rallies are much
more dangerous nowdays than before. Ten
years ago, we were alone on the roads.
There were only a few devoted followers.
Today, to follow olong with o rally, it's
something fo do like anything else - on
occasion for @ family outing. For another
thing, while the number of fans keeps grow-
ing, the cars are also more and more
powerful, But the roads stay the same! As fo
myself, | don't yet feel the need fo stop
because of the danger. Butit could happen.”
Nobody doubts that when that day comes,
Réhrl won't hesitate to announce rlia deci-
sion, If he no longer wants to take the risk,
he'll say so. Bluntly, as usual. That's the way
he is - hating compromises, falsity, and
mincing words, Some people are like that.
Once in a while, they go too far. Maybe if's
just @ word, but that's enough. In Portugal,
1980, that's how Walter gotinto trouble with
his team mate, Alen. He thought that the
Finn had inconsiderately tried to overtake
him. Walter called Alen “empty headed”
and accused him of Thildish excesses.”
Later, he admitted speaking in anger and
said that he may hove exaggerated. Since
then, he tries to avoid this kind of passion.
“For 36 years, ['ve always Iried fo be fruthful
in what | say, hoping that this way the world
might be better. Butinevitably, ifs gefs turned
against you. What else can you do? Close
up and kill a part of myself? Or live in conti-
nuous turmoil. Now, I'm looking for some
mid-point between these two exfremes. I'm
aofraid I'm making a bitof o mess of it. When-
ever | falk to someone, | feel | have fo open
up - fo say it oll. Maybe thisis a big mistake,
but of least | stay true fo myself.
Be himself, live apert from hypocrisy and
every kind of double-dealing which he
might encounter. s not always easy. And
suddenly, Walter finds out he has a bad
reputation with the pawers that be. Official

ceremonies, he finds depressing. FISA
rarely sees him at their functions, and last
December, president Bolestre made this
ocid comment: "As per usual, M. Réhrl is not
among us.” But if there was ever a ready-
made excuse (he wos caught in o snow
storm while skiing and couldn't leave the
resort), he really didn't seem too upset.
When | last saw him the day after the finish
of Mente Carlo, the public presentation of
trophies was just ending. Butthere was still a
victory dinner, perhaps a little boring, with
their highnesses, efc. etc. You could cer-

RALLIES ARE MUCH MORE
DANGEROUS THAN
BEFORE. BUT | CAN'T
STOP YEL..

tainly tell he wasn't looking forward to it.
Réhrl had this to say: “For me, this gala din-
ner is the toughest part of the rally. It's like
being locked up in prison. A day stolen out of
my lr'?e. I'don't see any reason fo put up with
this kind of masquerade. | did my part for the
public. | was af the awards ceremony, But
this evening thing, I'll never be able fo
accept it. When | tell my friends that | can't
stand staying even one extra day at Mo-
naco, they can't understand. Yet, for me this
is proof that I'm no longer free.”

Amazing, this overpowering need for inde-
pendence linked with a taste for life rarely
seen in any other, A man in a hurry is a man
afreid. An all-encompassing need o feel
alive, and ot the same time, be the best,
while always on the move - there is no bet-
ter example of existential distress, which is
not anly the case with rally drivers. It seems
to stem from a deep difficulty in admit-
ting that he is mortal, and thus unable to
alter the flow of events. One would have
thought that the holy scriptures had long
ogo answered the questions of the ex-
seminarist, Mr. Walter RShrl, But when you
witness his lifestyle, and listen to his cry
for solitude and honesty, it is evident that
his entire life is one big question mark. That
is, the complete opposite of his Finnish col-
league, Ari Vatanen, whose unshakable
faith rules every instant of his life.

“When | read the papers’, says Walter, “i
makes ma sick. | give it my all, to do my job

right, but atany moment, itcould all goupin *

smokel It should make me appreciote all the
more what | have right now. But | can’t do it.
You don't change ovamiﬁ‘hr. Look at these
Pershings. There's something that | don't
want to know anything about. If [ knew more,
than for sure | wouldn'teven be able fo sleep
af night. | might even end up in some profest
mavement. So | fry fo stay in the dark.”

It is now time to let Réhrl run off to the
next hurdle in his race against life - fo the
Austrian mountains. In their own way, they
confribute to his inner balance.

“I truly love nature. That's why I'm so fond of
skiing. | don't fake the hffs, but would rather
walk. To be alone in the great outdoors. Pure
and silent, Far from it oll. Thot's the place
where I'm OK." (m]
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RUNNING
AROUND RIO

Christ atop
Corcovado looks
over Rio.

(Photo: D. Braillon)

~.T THE END OF JANUARY ELEVEN FI TEAMS MADE THE TRIP TO BRAZIL
IN ORDER TO TEST THEIR CARS IN READINESS FOR THE SEASON THAT STARTS, IN
RIO, ON MARCH 25. IT WAS A SIGN THAT GRAND PRIX RACING HAS BECOME
SO COMPETITIVE THAT NO-ONE CAN AFFORD TO LET PASS ANY OPPORTUN-
ITY TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE.. OR PERHAPS TO IMPRESS SPONSORS.

by Mike Doodson

The celebrated pair
Patrick Tambay
and Renault
improve their
semi-official time
under the gaze of
the girls from
Ipanema.

(Photo: David
Winter and D.P.-P.L)

Those of us wha still plot the passage of the
vear by the Grands Prix instead of the
months (“this is Zandvoort, so it must be
August’) were incensed in 1981, when the
FISA/FOCA squabble set the start of the
season all the way back to March. Between
1972 and 1980 the Formula 1 season had
traditionally storted in South America,
usually in Argentina, enabling the F1
entourage of two or three hundred people
to make an early escape from the miseries
of a European winter.

The world, and our sport, have been
through some upheavals since then. In For-
mula 1it has become almast essential, due
to constant rule changes as much as for
progress, to build new cars every year. New
cars need development, so a January start
to the racing season is invariably too early
for all but a few, and the calendar has con-
tracted to six or seven intensive months bet-
ween March and Qcteber.

On the other hand, testing has taken on an
importance that it never had ten years ago.

With no fewer than seven varieties of turbo
engine, and three tyre manutacturers, battl-
ing for supremacy, ittakes more than o wee-
kend at Ricard to be sure, in advance, that
one's equipment is going to be suitablefor o
summer Sunday’s racing when the Euro-
pean season is in full swing.
The cost of this faraway testing has already
put several of the smaller teams out of busi-
ness. The major teams still complain that itis
ruinously expensive, and from time to time
the FISA president threatens to introduce
new rules to ban it. But when the epportun-
ity to take part presents itself - usually in
collaboration with the tyre companies -
team managers grit their teeth and start
booking plane seats, because they know
they have to be there for the test if their cor
isto have o chance of being developed into
a race winner. Victory is elusive enough
these days without handicapping onesalf
by letting opportunities pass one by.
Before the start of the 1984 F1 season there
will have been two major overseas tests: the
»
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one that ended in Rio de Janeiro on Janu-
ary 21, ond another at Kyclami, South
Africa, which storts next week. To bring you
the lotest F1 news ond atmosphere, as we
promised you we would in the new Grand
Prix International Magazine, naturally we
were there with the teams in Rio...
Leaving London on a cold Sunday evening,
the Varig flight to Rio was all happy families:
Mr and Mrs Ken Tyrrell, MM. Algin Prost,
Jacques Laffite and wives Bernadette and
Anne-Marie. The courtesy copy of the pre-
vious day's O Globonewspaper had stories
of record breaking heatwaves across Bra-
zil, 109°F in Rio and (the_other of the
coin) widespread water shortag 3
parts of the city. Apparent|
the Copacabana Palace
of the F1 teams were already er

n so

because there was a photo of Emerson Fitti-
paldi playing in the pool with his 30 month
old daughter Tatanio, accompanied by o
new girlfriend.

It's 7.30 in the morning local time when the
DC10 touches down at Rio's GaleGo air-
port, but you can feel the heat and the
humidity even before they've opened the
door. A friend who's a photographer has
invited me to share his hire car, so we carry
our bags past vigilant Customs men, ignore
the taxi touts in the arrival hall, and check
outthe exchange rate at the official money-
change. Atlast year's GP,in March, a dollar
bought 350 cruzeiros, but this year it's up to
1080 - and you can gef 25 per cent exfrain
one of the tourist shops near the Hotel
Nacional, where we're staying.
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John's car isa VW Gol,a surprisingly go%d
device when you realise that it's got the ol L—
fashioned flat-four air-cooled Beetle
engine driving the front wheels. For SD;ﬁf‘
reason it doesn't have o ventilation fan for
the passengers, so we wind dpwn the win-
dows. This is a habit that is discouraged in
those parts of the city where the unem-
ployed locals feed th
can, by persuading mot
their waollets. Allittokes iso couple of razor
e driver’s face when

eir families, when they
orists to hond over

blodes held close to th !
he stops at a traffic light, and in a city with
30 per cent unemployment and no unem:

i il
ment benefit there are many who will

io. You learn to

sort to this type of violénc

.NEVER TAKE _ANY-
THING TO THE BEACH
EXCEPT YOUR TOWEL...

ewellery in

t, out at Jaca-
kms or so fo the south
ason fhe only hotel
t FOCAs block booking
e, onother 20
f and itfokesa
e Copacabana to
e who were unfortunate

bona P

into the more
tal next door,

sts. Jocques and

y olf course: Berna-

e ond Anne-Moarie will be tanning by

ol. Already booked in to the Inter-

Keke Rosberg and Sing, his wife of

months: this is one of Formulg 1’

favourite hofels becouse of the delightful

people who run it. | slayed there last yeor
and they ottempted to overchorge me dis-

gracefully, but they did it with such lovely
smiles thot it wosn difficult to forgive
them..

John and |l have fime for a quick shower and
change before we're on our wey to the cir-
cuit, where testing has begun ot 9 am, The
first driver we see is Niki Louda, looking
even more melancholy thon usual becouse
he's caught flu [a common complaint in air-
conditioned hotel rooms}, His faithful train-
er, Willi Dungl, hasn't come on this frip, so
there’s none of the nourishing beetroot and
carrot soup which Willi normally brews up
for Niki, Maybe Morlboro should have
paid for Willi to have come, for it's very
quickly evident that the Bosch Molronie
electronic system in the Mclarens TAG/
Porsche engine has caught Nikis flu.

three

New colours for
Cheever's Alfa

and Hesnaut's
Ligier, a novel
helmet for Jacques
Laffite, a Marlboro
sticker on Arnoux’s
rrari. Not much

of special interest
Sor the curiosity
seekers at Rio.
(Photo: D, Winter)
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Something is affecting the boost control,
and nothing that the Bosch engineers can
do will cure if.

The talk in the pits is about fuel consumption
and the new-for-B4 restriction to 220 litres.
Quite apart from the fact that everyone will
have to build new cars - something which
the three Renault powered teams have
already done - there are fears that some
races will end in fiasco as leading cars stop
within sight of the flag, tanks empty because
of a miscalculation or for other less predic-
table reasons.

‘It could be very serious if, for example, a
race storls in hot conditions and for some
reason the temperature drops affer the
start. Turbo engines use more fuel when the
air is cooler, because they're more efficient.
You could see the six Jeading carsdrop outin
the last couple of lap.”

Thisis not the only aspect of the matter that's
causing concern, however. Imagine that the
post-race scrutineers discover that the win-
ner’s fuel tank - made from flexible rubber,
don't forget - holds slightly more than 220
litres. Should there be an allowance, or
should the car be rejected?

Already some teams are looking for loo-
pholes in the rules. Mclaren and Renault
have requested permission from the Brazil-
ian authorities to import special fuel for the
GP, fuel with o high specific gravity, ie with
more calories per litre than the “pump” fuel
that used to be required. Even this may not
be enough to circumvent the FISA require-
ments, for another trick looks like being to
chill the fuel before it goes in the tank, to
reduce its volume, Apparently all these sub-
terfuges were threatened ot Monza in Sep-
hen leading race engineers got
er with FISA officials to discuss the
new economy regulations. “Buf the frouble
with Balestre and those guys ot FISA is that
they don't understand their own rules,” says
one of those who was there.

“YOU COULD HAVE THE
SIX LEADING CARS RUN
OUT OF FUEL IN THE LAST
COUPLE OF LAPS”

" Whe was responsible for withdrawing the

old requirement that only pump fuel (or,
where it wasn't available, Avgas) be used
by F1 cars? “lt was Renoult,” insisted a British
engineer: “they fidded it through ds part of
the Concorde Agreement.” Renault team
manager Jean Sage denied any sort of
manipulation, but admitted that the French
turbo required higher quality fuel than the
old “commercially available” grade to
ensure reliable running.
Among the drivers, René Arnoux was parti-
cularly scathing (“if's all FISA's foult”) about
the stupidity of a rule which looks setto rob
a driver and his team of victory or cham-
pionship points for reasons which are likely
to be out of their control. Of the construc-
tors, however, Ken Tyrrell was alone in his
delight: the consumption of the latest Cos-
worth engine (at more than 4 mpg, com-
pared with mostturbo's 3 mpg thirst} is suffi-
_
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ciently frugal to ensure that his cars will get
tothe end of every race, Tyrrellis even more
confident about 1985, when the allowance
will be reduced to 180 litres...
Meanwhile, the turbo teams got on with the
tyre test in their own different ways. Team
Lotus seemed to be capable of running fast
for long periods, despite having run their
new type 95T for only a few laps of a wet
Doninglon Park before leuwng Europe.
“Basically the new car is the same concept as
the old 947, butit's quicker," said a delighted
Elio de Angelis, who was responsible for the
first runs. “The 95T has a different weight
distribution and it's down fo the weight limit.
The Q’d car Suﬁef@d bE[UUSE it was an
Udﬂpmﬁun of an older dP&:yﬂ‘ this one is
more driveable and confrollable.”
Elio was trying to be diplomatic about the
team’s switch from Pirelli to Goodyear tyres,
having been asked to sign an undertaking
not to “rubbish” Pirelli products, but it was
difficult for the team notto hide their delight
with the American radials, “We heard sto-
ries that the new Goodyears had problems
with traction and grip,” said designer
Gérard Ducarouge, “but right from the first
we were impressed with them, Itis amazing
what Goodyear has done: it proves that
they are a very serious company, with some
clever designers and technicians.”
For Lotus team manager Peter Warr it was
abviously a peint of honour to be able to
phone home on each night of the fest with
some good news. Thus it was that o flurry of
activity would occur in front of the Lotus pit
each evening as softtyres were bolted on to
the JPS, fuel pumped out and, maybe, the
turbo pressure increased. It was not always
possible to know, for Warr, showing signs
of mild megalomania, has broken an infor
mal rule of racing and banned all pressmen
(he prefers to call them “intruders”) from his
pit. When we're allowed back, Mr Warr,

“GOODYEAR IS A VERY
SERIOUS COMPANY: THE
NEW RADIAL RACE TYRES
ARE MOST IMPRESSIVE" -
DUCAROUGE

we'll probably recover from our attack of
amnesia about the names of your sponsors...
Wednesday night was the most excifing of
the test, fer varieus breakdowns and delays
caused events to run late, and the air was
much cooler than usual, The Ferrari team,
having overcame @ persistent misfire in
Arnouxs new Marelli/Weber elecironics
and completed some useful long-distance
runs on the latest Goodyears, was spoiling
for a fight with Lotus on softer tyres. As de
Angelis left the pit lane and stop watches
were readied, Alboreto in the “interim” Fer-
rari set off in pursuit. The enfire length of the
back straight of the Jacarepagua circuit is
easily visible from the pis, so it was easy to
see the black and red cars as they sped
down it an the tyre-warming first lap. They
seemed equally-matched on top speed, but
when they caome into sight there an their
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What's the
difference between
Patrese’s Alfa and
De Angelis’s Lotus?
Gérard Ducarouge...
As for Alboreto,
he's getting nicely
settled in with
Ferrvari.

(Photos: D. Winter)

second lap it seemed fthat possibly the Fer-
rark was gaining,
If Afbpraﬁo couﬁi close the gap, maybe by
profiting from the slipstraam of the Lofus in
front of him, he could snateh the “unofficial
pole” from his countryman, for these Good-
years were good for only one quick lap.
her:l the two lalian drivers roared past
the pits, hawever, de Angelis had clearly
pullgd out an advantage, giving Lotus the
day’s bestfime for the third consecutive day,
I was going well” said Alboreto as he
stripped off his red overalls in the beack of
the Ferrari pit, “but the engine cut out going
round the big leff-hand corner at the end of
the straight. I think the fuel surged away from
the pick up..”

‘LOTUS AND FERRARI

HAVE LARGER PR DEPART-

MENTS THAN WE DO AT
WILLIAMS" - DERNIE

Sitting in the Williams pit, engineer Frank
Dernie - in charge of the test here - loaked
on disapprovingly. “Thisis supposedto be a
fest, nof a qualifying session,” he said: ‘I
guess that Lotus and Ferrari must have got
much larger PR departments than we do.”
Indeed, however much the two Williams
drivers would have enjoyed getting into a
qualifying scrap, they were being used
solely in arder to evaluate tyres and to pro-
vide the army of Honda engineers with
information about the Japanese Vé,
Looking very dapper in new yellow ICl ove-
ralls that set off his tan, Keke Rosberg was
given the first two days of the test. When
Jacques Laffite took over the car on Wed-
nesday there were some disappointments:
he cloimed that the new set of stunning ove-
ralls which have been made for him
(“they're pink, honestly”) had been left of
the factory with his helmet, by mistake.
This was nottoo great a handicap, however,
for Rosberg has done a sensational deal for
1984 with the Japanese Arai helmet com-
pany, and a smiling Japanese gentleman in
the back of his pit had brought half a dozen
helmets, all painted in Rasberg white and
blue (with the back part now in ICl yellow),
ond Jacques simply borrowed one of thase,
fo the confusion of the phmcgmpheg"mf-
fite's 1983 fortunes were not enfirely
dispelled by Keke's helmef, alas: the fresh
engine fitted for this test showed signs of
poar throttle response, preventing him fram
setting any quick times. By Saturday, when
mast teams including Lotus had left, and
Frank Dernie ot last agreed fo try some soft
Goodyears, it was Keke's turn to take over
the car again, still using very modest boost
pressures. The fact that the Finn was able to
set third fastest time of the week suggests
thatthe Williams-Honda may be the sleep-
e’ of the 1984 season...

In the course of the six days the Alfa
Romeos were acknowledged to be the qui-
ckest cars on the straights, although they
understeered incurably on their new rub-
ber; the Ferraris were more reliable

although the test will probably be the last
wa'll see of the C3; and the Tolemans did the
most laps, using strictly “race” boost,
Mevertheless, the fostest man of the week
was Patrick Tambay, who restored Renault
fortunes with a sensational lap on Saturday
afternoen, the coolest of the six days.
Throughout the week the two Renoults had
been unable to do more than half o dezen
successive lops, due fo o deficiency in the oil
cooling which had not been fully revecled
during the first tests of the elegant new
RES0 at Ricard, The Rio tests threatened to
be o disaster for the Régie on Tuesday
evening, when Warwick and then Tombay
hod separate accidents within o matter of
minutes of each other,

Clearly the RES0 is toughly built, for both
cars were running hord ogein next day
after overnight repairs. Despite the oil cool-
ing problem they were able to complete the
Michelin programme, part of which was to
assess tyres for a possible mid-roce tyre
change in some GPs this year.

On Friday Renoult hod brought out o
revised version of the latest Vé engine using
Garrett AiResearch turbocharger units, a
return to the Americon supplier for the
Régie, which has commercial links with Gar-
rettin the USA. By Saturdoy afternoon with
comparatively few curious speciolors
around, Jean Soge felf ready to authorise
the fitting of a special qualifying engine, fifi-
ed with extra-lorge Garretfs ond other less
visible “tweaks,”

Tambay had completed only two quick laps
- one of them fast enough to beat the best
of Lotus and Ferrari on previous days -
when the exhaust note e o “burp” and
the engine stopped. Was it switched off
deliberately, or had the latest qualifying
engine coughed its last?

The answer will come later in the season,
when the major turbo teams are forced -
against their commercial good sense - to
bring out their super-special “sacrificial”
engines, Meanwhile, the Rio tests indicated
that 1984 will be more exciting, more com-
petitive - and certainly more
than any F1 season that has g
Two frips to Rio per yea
locks as though it's g
ture in the calendar...

g to become a fix
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ALFA ROMEO

EURORACING
1831/02: Eddie Cheever (USA)
1831/01: Riccardo Patrese (1)
For this test, Alfachassis engine-
er Luigi Marmiroli had brought
two of last year’s tubs, now fitted
with the new pull-rod suspen-
sion which is intended to acco-
modate the switch from Miche-
lin to Goodyear rubber. The rear
wings were also now fitted with
Ferrari-style winglet extensions
The Autodelta-built V8 engines
(1494 cc) still use the turbo units
built by Avio (an Alfa Romeo
subsidiary) but so far there is no
electronic engine management
Autodelta chiefl Carlo Chiti
nevertheless refutes suggestions
that his engines are unduly
thirsty. While the 183Ts were
testing in Brazil, the Milan fac-

tory was expecting the arrival
from Britain of the first carbon
fibre '84 chassis, which has been
made by British Advanced Com
posites.

ATS-BMW

06/03: Manfred Winkelhock (D)
With a new ATS chassis due to
appear soon, Gustav Brunner
had fitted the D6 with the
suspension geometry and some
suspension parts intended for
the new car, which will run on
Pirelli instead of Goodyear rub

ber. The 4-cylinder BMW MI2/
13 engines (1499 cc) of the |
British-base m are now
ed with the big turbo and
butterfly intake system first s
last year on the works Brabhar

2

TOLEMAN-HART

1G1B38/04. Johnny Cecotto (YV)
T61838/02; Ayrton Senna (BR)
Although designer Rory Byrne's
new TGI8 will not be ready to
race until the start of the Euro-
pean season in April, very lew

changes had been made to (he
B3 models, Two ol the Llar
ngines in Rio were fitted with
the promised electronic Muarelli
ignition, but mistiving problems
o "x! a switch back to Luggs
equipment,
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SCUDERIA FERRARI
126(3/066: Michele Alboreto (1) and

René Amou (F)
126C3/067; René Aroux (F} and

Michele Alboreto ()

With the new !2(.(_;4 lcxpcc'
he ready in mid-Februarys
:‘:(\‘hmi;gm to Brazil u.mIQ_r the
management of Dr l).u'm(.‘llf.!-
vara were basically .‘N.’r uu.\dc[:,,
Aparl from |c|m\mnncti ull\:r-_
coolers, the 066 was largely
unchanged, but the 067 has sev+
eral C4 features, including the
short sidepods and relocated
radiator/intercooler layout
already seen In tests al Ricard.
There has been a weight saving
of approx 10 kgs since last year

andtheF ‘Gengine (1496 ¢
is equipped with twin KKK Hife
bo: mdlhcIntcsiM.u‘clliiWchL.,
engine management  systep,
although the 066 was stil| using
last  year's  Ferrari-modifigy
Lucas electronic system only,
Asked about the I‘Urlhcunﬂng
fou inder engine, Calzavary
revealed that the new unjq jg
almost ready for testing, by i
unlikely to be seen racing in 1984
“unless the opposition starts 1o
go unexpectedly quickly”,

LOTUS-RENAULT

95771 Elio de Angelis (I and Nigel
Mansell (GB)

941/3: Elio de Angelis (1), Nigel Man-
sell (GB) and Roberto Moreno (BR)

Since it was unveiled in Paris in
early January, the 95T (which
has a “customer” Renault V6
engine similar to the Ligiers)
had performed to I
Gérard Ducarouge's satisfaction
in a briel but wet 16-lap run at
Donington Park. Although it
looks similar to last year’s 94T,
apart from shorter sidepods, it is
acompletely new car. Outof the
box, and being tried with a
fashionable “winglet” rear wing,
the 95T was exceptionally quick
despite the switch from Pirelli
hack to Goodyear tyres. Revised
bodywork is promised before the

Kyalami test at the end of Febru-
ary

McLAREN-PORSCHE
MP4-1/06: Niki Louda (A) and Alain
Prost (F)

The new MP4-2 will be ready for
testing in mid-February, so the
MP4-1E in Brazil was only
slightly modified. Novelties
being tested in advance of the
new car included a revised brak-
ing system using McLaren-
aion sy

LIGIER-RENAULT

1523/01; Andrea de Cesaris {I) and
Francois Hesnault (F)

After a false start in 1982 (when
he was short of cash), Guy Ligier
has finally got his act together

the twin KKK turbo-equipped
V6 engines (1492 ce).
Announced in Parisat the begin-
ning of January, the JS23 is the
result of collaboration between
Michel Beaujon and Hervé Guil-
pin, and the first carbon-fibre
Ligier chassis, The JS23 could
not be tested at Ricard because
some parts were missing, and no
sooner had it arrived in Brazil
than it became apparent that the
aren-inspired  suspension
insufficiently strong, A
hasty re-design by Guilpin and

with Renault [or the supply of

engineer Hervé Galopin failed to
snlvuIhn:pmhh:m,:lt'lcll'u\lm\fmg
the premature breakage of a rear
suspension mounting (fortunds
tely on the straight), the car was
packed up and the team sent
home,

d brake calipers and dif-
ferent carbon-libre discs made
by the French firm SEP. The
Bosch Motronic engine manage-

ment system fitted to the
German V6 (1499 cc) has been
maodified to improve its once
notoriously difficult starting, but
nothing that the stolid-faced
electronic engineers could do
during the week was able to sort
out the infuriating misfire that
began after the car had run only
two or three consecutive laps. It
was difficult for the McLaren
drivers to report on the other
electronic modifications which
were aimed at reducing throttie
lag and fuel consumption

RENAULT

RES0/02: Patrick Tambay (F)
RES0/01: Derek Warwick (GB)
Renault was the only team lo
have brought two new ‘84
models to Rio: the RES50 has
already been described in GPIL.
Renault priorities were to test
several mechanical novelties,
including a revised version of the
hydraulic ride-height corréctor
which has been several limes in
qualifying but has not yet been

the Renault-Gordini V6 engine

raced. The new “EF” version ol

(1492 cc) was being used, and
some of the engines in Rio were
fitted with Garrett AiResearch
turbos in place of the usual
KKKs, This is, in lact, a return to
the American product, which
was [irst used by Renault way
back at the beginning ol the F1
project in 1977, Various prob-
lems with the oil system, includ-
ing surge and overheating,
caused an immediate engine [ai-
lure on Monday, and although
some improvements were effect-
ed it was not possible to finish
the whole of the programme.

TYRRELL-COSWORTH
012/1: Danny Sullivan (USA) and Mar
tin Brundle (GB)

Still surprised by BMW's refusal
to sell him turbocharged
engines, Ken Tyrrell will conti-
nue to use the normally aspirat-
ed Ford Cosworth V8s in DFV
and DFY form. A form of water
injection will shortly be seen on
the classic engine and Tyvrrell is
convinced that the lighter con-
sumption of the 3-litre will
enable him o putupagoodshow
against the turbos, especially
under the 185 litre rules in 1985,
Various aerodynamic changes
were tried in Rio, together with
an evaluation of the most suit-

able (soft) rubber for the light
fuel conditions in which it will
run.

SPIRIT-HART
10171: Emerson Fittipaldi (BR) and
Fulvio-Mario Ballabio (1)

Spirit’s unraced 101 chassis,
which ran briefly at Monza '83
during practice, hus now had the
Honda V6 engine replaced by a
four-cylinder Hart415T (1494 ¢cc)
with a single Holset turbochar-
ger, It is also now using Pirelli
radials instead of last year's
Goodyears, Two engines had
been leased by Brian Hart, one of
them brand new and the other
with 500 miles already behind it.
Ballabio’s missed  gearshifts
quickly spuzzed” the new
engine, so Fittipaldi had to coms-
plete his personal test with the
other, Various overheating and
other problems involving the
sngine und suspension (bushes/
ck nbsorbers) plagued the car
throughout the test

WILLIAMS-HONDA
FW09/02: Keke Rosherg (SF) and Jac-
ques Laffite (F)

New for the '83 South Alrican
GP, the FW09 with its V6 Honda
B7LE (1499 co) twin turbo engine
had only detail moditications,
including a “winglet” reqr wing
The Honda enginecrs were try-
s-made [HI turbos in
place of the usual KKKs, but the
team under Frank Dernie was
concentrating on long-distance
) e and Goodyear tyre losts
using strictly race boost, The
entire  Willlams  team  has
recently moved into a new lac-
tory, still at Didcot, which is
equipped 1o build composite
(earbon fibre) chassis. This does
not imply, however, that there is
likely to be an imminent replace-
ment Tor the current aluminiume-

and-steel monocogue.
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GETTING IT ON
AGLIN

Inside the familiar
helmet, those same
bright eyes.
Emerson is back!
Photo: Gamma/
Bakalian

HE FACE, WITH THE SHARP NOSE AND DARK EYES, IS INSTANTLY RECO-
GNISABLE. PERHAPS THERE ARE MORE WRINKLES, AND A LITTLE LESS
HAIR, THAN ONE REMEMBERS. BUT THERE IS NO MISTAKING EMERSON FITTIPALDI
AS HE SITS IN THE COCKPIT OF THE SPIRIT-HART, TRYING IT FOR SIZE BEFORE THE
START OF THE RIO TESTS BUT CAN THE GREAT DAYS OF 1970/1975 BE REVIVED?

by Mike Doodson

Spirit-Hart: trying
ake progress
two unknown
quantities in the
driving seat. Only
ckey can afford
to smile...

Photo: Winter |

The papers have been full of news about
the twice former world champion for
weeks. Yesterday, when he arrived in Rie
from his home in Séo Paulo, there was a pic-
ture of him splashing in the swimming pool
of the Copacabana Palace Hotel

With him were the most impertant women
in his life, a new girl-friend, Teresa Hotte, 26,
and the three children he has had with
Maria-Helena, his now separated wife of
14 years, Emerson has embarked on o new
phase in his life, and he wants mofor racing
to be a part of it again.

The question remains, however; is there o
place for him in racing? According to the
papers, Emerson is here to test the Spirit, to
sea if it is sufficiently competitive to carry
him back to the F1 big time. Talk to Spirit's
bass, the phlegmatic John Wickham, and
the impression you get is that the British
team is checking out the former champian.
Lik worynm-e\-m,W\ckhnm wantsto know
if the once great Brazilion, at age 37, still

has the qualities that helped him through
144 Grands Prix, to 14 world championship
race victories and the two world fitles he
wan with Lotus (1972) and Mclaren (1974).
Comebacks, according to those who know,
are far from easy, even when you're as phy-
sically fit as Fittipaldi clearly is today. "It was
difficult for me after only two years,” warns
Niki Lauda; “how long has Emerson been
away?”
The answer, according fo the record books,
is just over three years. But in a career that
went dewn as fast as it went up, the fact
remains thot in the five yeors he spent driv-
ing for his family’s own Fittipaldi Autemotive
team, after he left McLaren and before he
announced his retirement, Emerson Fitti~
paldi wos not the driver that he had once
been,
The first six years of the Brazilian's career,
between 1970 and 1975, had produced all
14 of his GP wins from 70 races, an average
which surpasses even lotter day prodigies
>
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like Piquet and Prost. Five years with the Fit-
!npcﬂrc‘l team produced only two trips to the
;?odlum and started the inevitable specula-
fion about whether or not he still had the
Right Stuff. The Spiritteam, like all the others
trying to make progress in F1, runs on hord
cosh and immediate prospects, not senfi-
ment and faded records. Fittipaldi would
have to provide evidence of both those
qualities just to be allowed to drive the
hybrid British car,

The financial dealing that brought Spirit to
Brazil had been weird and complex. In
effect, the man responsible for the trip had
been one Fulvio-Maria Ballabio, o would-be

‘THIS IS WHAT | WANT TO

DO WITH MY LIFE AGAIN..

37 ISN'TT00 OLD’

F2 driver from Milan with sponsorship from
the Mondadori group’s comic publishing
division. In years to come, no doubt, it will be
a matter of some mirth that the car driven
by both Ballabio and Fittipaldi at Rio in
January 1984 carried the singularly oppro-
priate slogan “Sport Goofy” on its engine
cover, for Signor Ballabio's chances of ever
being a competitive F1 driver are only
slightly greater than are mine of appearing
in a Mickey Mouse strip. :
Emerson had done his deal with Ballabio
thanks to some local finance from STP oil
and fuel additives, whose familiar insignia
he carried on his white driving suit, together
with flashes for Marlboro (Brazil) and local-
ly-made “Hells" crash helmets. Their logo
will doubtless cause sleepless nights to the
copyright lawyers employed by a Califor-
nio helmet manufacturer with a similar
name.

When the sport has bidden its farewell to o
past champion it can be awkward to wel-
come him back. Do you try fo forget that
he’s ever been away? Or do you treot him
like @ newcomer who happens to be an old
friend? With Emerson, fortunately, there’s

WILSON FITTIPALDI: ‘|
WONDER IF THIS IS THE
RIGHT TEAM FOR HIM'

no problem. He's pleased to see the people
he knew in the past, and particularly happy
fo be associated once again with Spirit
designer Gordon Coppuck, who was clo-
sely involved with the Mclaren M23 that
had helped him win his second fitle.

After the first day, despite constant minor
difficulties with the car, Emersan is feeling
Sefrer. If fokes time fo gef used fo g furbo,
you have to get into o diferent rhythm. Buf
*s ol coming bock to me, I'm finding the
Broking points ogain, and | really feel that
s s what | want fo do with my life agoin

W
o

The face of the man
who was onf-‘el the
ungest wors
o AR ST
Emerson Fittipaldi
knows exactly how
tough it can be
to worry about
business.
Photo: DPPI/
Froissart

Thirty-seven doesn't feel incredibly old, you
know!*
Neverrheless, he's nervous about getting
back infa a racing cor, despite a successful
1983 season of racing superkarts at home
to ?thPe” his reactions. Local reporters
CC‘"" be expected to understand that the
caris almost brand new, that it will take time
to get adapted to its new Pirelli tyres, and
'_l"‘" even a twice world chompion needs a
little peace and quiet as he makes up his
own mind about whether his Stuff is still
Right. Foolishly, Emerson tells a local news-
paper man that he can't be expected to be
quick yet, *because the Hartengine needs fo
berun in." Two pits away, a youngster called
Ayrton Senna seems to be getting on fine
with the Hart engines in his Toleman. Anxi-
ous to get his own sponsors the sort of
coverage that Emerson is getfing for STP,
Senna mentions that racing engines arrive
from the builder all ready to run at full
speed...

No doubt about it. Physically and mentally,
he's fully prepared to return to Fl. Perhaps
he will be able to recover some of the old
magic if the loads and pressures of running
ateam are lifted off him, as they were in the
magic Mclaren days. If the figures dis-
closed by the Liquidator of Fittipaldi Auto-
mofive Ltd. in early 1982 are any indication,
it was really tough at the end of the old com-
pany. All but a couple of hundred thousand
pounds of the team’s listed debts, nearly a
million pounds, was to the Fittipaldi brothers
in unsecured loans. Barclays Bank was
looking to Emerson for the payment of ano-
ther 80,000 which he had personally gua-
ranteed. But even assuming that the bank’s
money has been repaid, Emerson may find
it difficult to return to England, where he will
have to face people, some of them friends,
whose debts can never be paid by the
defunct company.

Itis suggested, | say with all diplomacy, thot
the financial crisis in Brazil has left the family
short of a penny or two. Emerson grins. “You
probably don't know that the bad winter in
the USA means that the orange crop will be
badly damaged. We have 200,000 frees on
our orange farm in Araraquara, so it's look-
ing prefty good there.”

As the week’s test programme draws on,
alas, the grin begins to look more and more
strained. The team makes some progress
with developing the Spirit chassis, but the
lap times aren't good, even when !Vhe caris
running right. “This engine wouldn't be any
good ifyou fitted it to @ bicycle,” he mutters
in the hearing of o journalist. His aim of
matching the times being set by Senna’s
Toleman, using an identical power unit, is
almost four seconds out of sight. The only
thing that makes the name of Fittipaldi look
good is the hapless Ballabio, another three
saconds slower. It doesn't help that young
Martin Brundle, virtually straight out of F3
racing, and handicapped by hoving no
turbo, is sefting confident-locking laps in
the Tyr,egg,co,worm a clear sec_cnd fasl_er
than Emerson can drive the Spirit, despite
soft Pirellis. This is not the sort of perfor-

mance which might persuade Parmalat to

drop its insistence on an ltalian driver and
invite Emerson fo join Brabham as number
two.

Still he clings to the idea that Spirit can pro-
vide him with a chance, that it is only the
Hart engine which stands between him and
a chance of getfing bock among the elite.
Tereso, the new girlfriend, loyally accom-
panies him each day to the track, This is a
new experience for her, a big step from the
Sao Paulo gymnasium where she ond
Emerson first met last year, ond ofter watch-
ing anxiously the first few times that the bro-
ken-down Spirit was towed back behind o
service truck during one of the many inter-
vals when practice had to be stopped, she
spends the hottest part of the day sleeping
in Emerson’s new Ford Escort, parked in the
shade of an adjoining gorage.

Perhaps the most realistic words are thase
spoken by Emerson's elder brother, Wilson
Jr, who had visited the circuit in mid-week.
Wilson's own career in F1 ended in 1975,
when he did something that Emerson
seemed incapable of doing: he recognised
his own limitations and refired to look ofter
the family’s business interests at home.
Their Mercedes truck dealership at Limeira,
near Sao Paulo, is suffering os badly as
almost all Brozilian businesses, and last
month, December, it sold only one new veh-
icle instead of the 30 or 40 which would
have been processed in better times.

“But Emerson has no distractions now,” says
Wilson in an oblique reference to the
break-up with Mario-Helena. “The farm
and the truck business are my problem, so
he can concenirate on racing. | know he
really wantsto do if, and he istelling the truth
when he says that he's ready to come back,
physically and mentally.

“Maybe | should not be saying this, but |
wander if this is the right team for him. When
we had our own team, even af the end, we
had 20 pecple working for us, but Spirit has
only 14 or so. Emerson will make his own
decision, of course, but | don't think he hos
the chance of doing it in F1 with these
people.”

EMERSON MAY FIND IT
DIFFICULT TO FACE PEQPLE
WHOSE DEBTS CAN NEVER
BE REPAID

In front of the pits that day was o self-
assured kid discussing some adventure with
a friend. It was Wilson's eldest child, 12 year
old Christian, and he was falking about his
latest kart race. A few months earlier the
boy had been robbed of an almost certain
Brozilion karttitle (class 1, children from 11 1o
15) by o broken piston.

Maybe, if the Fitfipaldi family nome is to
reappearin Formula1, it would be better for
the brathers to face the truth that Wilson
knows and which even Emerson must feel.
The future lies in the youngsters, not in try-
ing to relive the past. O
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PROGRAMMED
FOR SUCCESS

At home, his
favourite place,
Avyrton sits down
with Neide

and Leonardo,
his mother

and brother.
Photo:

Mike Doodson

N A YEAR WHEN A TOP-LINE GRAND PRIX WINNING DRIVER HAS FAILED

TO FIND A PLACE IN FORMULA 1, AND WHEN THE NUMBER OF TEAMS HAS
REDUCED, IT SEEMS STRANGE THAT A BRITISH TURBO TEAM SHOULD HAVE SIDE-
STEPPED MORE EXPERIENCED TALENT AND MADE ITS CHOICE OF DRIVER DIRECTLY
FROM THE RANKS OF FORMULA 3. EVEN MORE REMARKABLE, PERHAPS, IS THAT
THE NEWCOMER HAS NOT BEEN OBLIGED TO BRING SPONSORSHIP WITH HIM. EVI-
DENTLY THE TOLEMAN TEAM HAS MORE THAN JUST BLIND FAITH IN AYRTON SENNA...

by Mike Doodson

4 former Pan-Amer
e —— = # ploﬂ from the city of Sdo Paulo. In the three $ ap pline that
i s between 1981 and 1983 he took den s imme ns of t rn!fmn its
MAGIRus i c winning 48 of them, He debutan } ind them e
. . 7 sry car racing che nship in ¢ S o firs
h X ; @ ritis Formuk(z immec ; a ot that Se
expects, o matter
His confidence ha g arrogant about
it, nothing -Sure ugh there are
Anglo-Saxon circles in which it is not appre
ciated, O : y,he seesitas entirely
) : : logieal
At s.ru'et""- geting ; ountr pen ould he fail), then it w
:-‘::;,ﬁ‘ggw'zfiﬁe » switch d equally legical for hm\ to pac k
Toleman-Hart hOs nnlf been "'j'“""*‘d i
which he will be qifte Think of those These
racing this vear. : fallad do it Eur an champions da a nt with Senna in §
l(":lot('): IR Lammers, Piercarlo Ghinz c after the tyre tests in Rio. But they
“harles Knig




opporent when | sow the fine house in 0
northern suburb of the ¢
with his parents and brother. By the ston
dords of other wealthy Broziions # pro
bobly doesnt amount to very much, ye
has on indefincble homeliness to it. Tt
the coolness and immoculate neat
shody gobles ond polished teak floors th
con't be reproduced in Europe. If's o very
Brazilion home and Sennc, for oll his
odmitied self-confidence, suffers the very
Brazilion symptoms of home sickness when
he’s away from it. ‘
Nobody can say he knows o person wel
after only o doy ond a half with him
not difficult to see that the @,
and the city of 580 Poulo are essenhol
ingredients in the chorocter of Ayrton
Senna. His father, Milton Senno do
wos the son of o rich mon’s chouffe
wos born not far away, in the
tal, ond he's a self-mode man: he storte
engineering business which prospe
was sold. Married fo Neide, he h
children: Vivione (now morned
and Leonardo. Nowodoys b
centre on the cottle farms he owns in Gos
one of the country's inlond states, alth
he hos other businesses, including the disti-
lation of olcohol for industrial purposes
"Noi many people bekeve me when | fe
them that | have been rocng snce | w
years old,” says Senna, 7
becouse of my father: he
ing factory, so he had the focide
afﬂr?for me with a ane ho
Every weekend he took me
places.”
The minimum oge for kort racing fhen wos
13,50 Senna spent o lot of time tromning, unti
one mogic day in 1973. It wos July
Interlagos. My first official race - o
My second race wos two weeks loter, fhe
Winter Championship, and | won the Jumno
Closs.”
It wos the start of many more korting suc-
cesses. Three Brazilian titles, two South
American, the Pon-Americon ond fwo
second places in the World Chompeonship
Trips to Europe ond Japan, but never on
outright World fitle,
Cor racing has been kinder 1o him,
although he didn't believe it would be. "My
first aver testin cars was in November 1980
Chico (Serra) took me to see Ralph Firman
of Van Diemen, and he gave me 10 laps in o
Formula Ford at Snetterton, | didn't enjoy #
vary much. | thought the car wos too difficult
to drive. But Rolph thought | was good
enough by then to have the works drive in
Formulo Ford 1600 for the following year..”
He tells the story with no trace of false
modesty. Even allowing for Ralph Firmani
natural liking for Brozilian drivers (who
have won most of Van Diemens mony FF
championships in recent years), it wos o
happy partnership. Despite his resistonce
about racing cars instead of karts, within a
very brief period he had established an
amazing rapport for being o “technical”
driver and had been promated 1o number |
in the team. After what he describes os this
“difficult start” he won 22 of his 2B roces,
plus two British championships.
It wos at the end of this season of racing in

where he lves

ot
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4 Sumer
Rolph ond he suggested Supe

e and self-assurance of the
- ..,-K-p‘.a_-. hod olready been
iy + Britich press. Tole-
was the first Yo

with the Euro

by the speciois

ags Alex HOWKna

cognise i, and DY Moy y
neon FF2000 chompionship 3!‘1":-” y
. oy - Howknidge offered

, Senngs woy

res

decl
::r‘“ on offer like that, what young
fused A wholly subsidised F3
o guarantesd ploce in Fl
used e om "e'y
e, berguse nowiam p’\?ﬁ
okd bose, | am

w whot | con

expect from mysel and my team, | om not

gombiing am domng things i o pro-

ymed woy. i | hod done if two yeors
maght not hove been able fo foke the

knocks
That “progrommed way” is onather vifal
Sennc ingredient. Ask him if he remembers
ony outstanding races in his coreer and he
will nominate the most recent, “becguse that
s proge Ask bim if i is true los o Brifish
fournalist hos olieged) that he i lioble fo
crock under pressure, ond he will gently
pont out fhat hie hos won every champion-
&.h(p ne has ever enered i car F’J(!f‘»g
He is prowd of the foct that when he went F3
was he who made the choice of
team, not Toleman or Mclaren boss Ron
Denmis, who hod made ¢ similar offer 10 the
one hed already had from Toleman, Sen.
nas choice was the Kiwi engineer Dick Ben
netts, who hod dlready directed Jonathan
Polnrrv s 19€1 Brifigh F3 fitle. 4| would like 1o
have brought Dick into F1 with me. I ws a
perfect relotonshup, st perfect, byt unlor-
tunately he hos decided in say in F3*
if Senndis refusal of the sarly Toleman and
MicLoren Fl offers sounds incredible, con-
sider this foct; in 1983, before he had o nad
onFl contradt, and before he hod eaendwr,r.
o 8 o T
-hehod persuaded Frank Wil
liams 1o let him drive his F) cqr, Belore th
season was oul he hod been vsing &
Brabham trial, and before he wen) hm: 9
the end of the year he hod also d e ot
McLaren (port of his F3 prige ven the
oty ) and the Tole-
Bythe b&_gmning of Noveml
was convinced thot the nymper 2 Brabh,
dl' o :u. his. "Bernie (E“'kﬂonﬂ'zzud:":
clear §
ar he wanfed me in the 1ggm, Herbis

ber, however ha

Hard work at the
truck, exercise
at home, Senna
ows what's
“xpected of him,
and he intends
1o be physically
prepared.
Photos: Mike

and
DPPI/Froissart

Blash and Gordon Murray seemed con-
vinced. [ knew what the festprogramme was
going fo be, we were even falking about
overalls. I had to know what was happening,
sothat| could make my plans; | set o date for
the deadline. When the decision came (from
Parmalat, Brabham's sponsor) [ was frustrat-
ed because | already felt part of the team.
Bernie tried to arrange an alternative for me
with ATS, but | had committed myself: Brab-
ham or Toleman, just because of the attifude
of Alex (Hawkridge).”
There are no recriminations about losin
the Brabham place. As the Ric tests showed,
Senna is happy with Toleman, and they with
him. Pirellis Mario Mezzanotte is already
excited about the positive technical feed-
back which his engineers are getting from
him. And the loyalty to Toleman is only a
touch frustrated by the comparative lack of
pawer of the Hart engine.
That step, from the 160 horsepower of his F3
Ralt to the almost 600 horsepower of the
Hart turbo, worries Senna not at all. In the
six days of the Rio test he didn't spin once,
never over-revved an engine, never hit a
kerb hard enough to do any damage. On
the first day, he admits, his head felt as
though it was coming off his shoulders as his
neck muscles were tortured by the unusual
preponderance of left-hand corners on the
counter-clockwise circuit. But by the end of
the week he was able to do long-ish runs of
20 or 30 laps, when a suitable Pirelli com-
pound hod been found, and his total mile-
oge for the week was 1600 kilometres.
That's more than four full-distance GP's, and
more than any other driver in Rio had
pocked info the test.
“We were not very quick,” he says matter-
of-factly: “they have fo get the car betfer.
But considering the tyres, for me - a new
driver - | think it was good. The cor is still dif-
ficult 1o drive, but much better than at Sil-
verstone. | hove found that | am not yet pre-
pared physically to drive an F] car. | have
been doing exercises since | came back
from England, but it is not enough.”
On the morning that | left, he had started
the special exercise programme prepared
for him by the coach of Brazil's national vol-
leyball team. The facilties are pleasant by
the side of the swimming pool behind the
house, and the sun wos not as hot as it had
been in Rio.
He drove me to the airport and we falked of
travel, of pressures and of the pitfalls that
await new drivers in F1. He was ready for
them all, it seemed, for although he doesn't
know many people yet in Fl, he certainly
seems 1o have cultivated influential ones.
He's started off on the right foot and he
knows it,
Its almost 14 years since anew F1 driver won
a Grand Prix in his first season: a Brazilian
named Emerson Fittipoldi, Nobody's
gambling on Fittipaldi's young fellow coun-
tryman doing the same thing in 1984, and it
would be foolish to make any sort of fore-
cast. But if it happens, then the person who
wil; be least surprised is Ayrton Senna him-
self,
Its the sort of thing for which he has already
programmed himself, 0
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THE IMSA DAYTONA 24-HOURS

A RAY
OF HOPE

HREE SOUTH AFRICANS STAND AMAZED ON THE PODIUM, IN THE BACK-

GROUND A FIERCE RIVALRY PITS A FEISTY FRENCHMAN AGAINST A DEBONAIR
TEXAN, AND A CALIFORNIA GERMAN IS IN SEVENTH HEAVEN. ALTHOUGH THIS YEAR'S
DAYTONA 24 HOURS WON'T BE REMEMBERED AS ONE OF THE GREAT MOMENTS OF
MOTORSPORT, IT WAS STILL THE SITE OF A LANDMARK EVENT. IN SHORT, EUROPE
MIGHT SOON WELCOME THE BEST OF THE IMSA CARS TO ITS CIRCUITS. WHICH IS
GOOD NEWS FOR RACING AND FOR SPECTATORS ALIKE.

by Didier Braillon




—
KREEPY
KRAULY

A Porsche engine,
an 83G chassis:
a winning
combination in
the hands

of a worthy trio.
(Photo: Harald
Strebelle;
preceding
double-page
spread:

Harald Strebelle)

The Englishman
John Cooper has

a new Aston Martin
Nimrod. And in the
company of

Bob Evans and
Paul Smith,

he finished 7th.
(Photo: Harald
Strebelle)

An old-time movie fiickers on the screen.
What looks like a cigar on wheels streaks
U|§>Hg an endless beach, seemingly skim-
ming the wove-tops. Suddenly, it goes
somersaulfing, but another one quickly
takes its place, and a group of dignitaries
decked outin coat-ond-fails phiegmatically
look an. There is a cut in the film, and when
the picture resumes it shows a cloud of
sepia-coloured top hats rising into the air.
This was Daytona Beach during the “roar-
ing 205", America before the Wall Street

crash and the Depression,

For the most part inhabited by Seminole
indians, eking out their existence in the mos-
quito-infested swomps, old Pascua Forida
of the Spanish Conquistadors was o foresa-
ken lond back at the beginning of the 1920s.
Monetheless, fime and aggain rich Britishers
came to this place in defiance of o handful
of infrepied American youths, who hailed
from the industricl northeastern states.
Their weapons: modified airplane engines
mounted in forpedo-shaped bodies. Their
prize: the world land speed record - one of
the most futile, although exalting of man's
endeavors,

The faded images from days of yore conti-
nue to unwind before our eyes. Now we see
the portraif of a young hero in hisimmacul-
ate, fitted jumpsuit. Then another bomb-
shaped monstrosity appears. lts wire
wheels give itthe allure of a Jules Verne fon-
tasy. The machine flirts on and off with the
foam spiling onfo the beach, abruptly
spins, then plunges into the surf. As man
goes ever faster, all of a sudden the long
strip of Daytona Beach is no longer wide
enough to contain him.

A few French words, tainted with a Belgian
accent, come through out of the bubbub in
the background. Harald Strebelle’s Nikon
catches our reaction fo the flashback. And
afier wolfing down our bluecheese burg-
ers, we leave the shopping mall where the
film plays over and over like a Tibetan pray-
er wheel. lts engine throbbing, our rented
Chevy jumps across US 92 under the disap-
proving gaze of a Speedway Security cop.
It's o hot day, the sky is a deep blue, and it's
14:00 of a Thursday.

JEAN-MARIE BALESTRE IS
INFLORIDA, BUTDID NOT

GO TO THE INFIELD OF

THE DAYTONA SPEEDWAY.

The GTUs and GTOs are mashing their
suspansion against the “banking” to the
general indifference of the crowd. Now,
first one then ancther GTP or GTX proto-
type moves out of ifs garage. In a few
minutes, they will be battling for the front
five rows of the grid. In addition, there's a
new chicane to bring down peak track
speeds, leaving no margin for error. After
only half an hour, the result is clear. A
wicked looking factory car, painted in white
primer, has left all comers in its dust. If's the
new Porsche 962 of the Andrefti father-son
combination Peter Falk and Norbert Singer
nonchalanily ignore the employer's Ameri-

can customers. Most of them are grinding
their teeth fo think that they've been blown
off the frack by a model which isn't even on
the market yet. But the next day, Porsche is
backin favour when they unveil o fruckl

of spanking new spare parts. This should
cover the IMSA '84 season, and make life
easier for not a few of the teams parfial fo
German engineering.

A stone’s throw from the Porsche pifs Robir:
Herd, his hands stuffed info the pockets of
his perennial midnight blue blazer, calmly
watiches the fastest of his latest prodigies.
The March Porsche 83G, equipped withan
Andial engine, is being driven by a irio of
South Africans, as yet hardly known. After
having carried Al Holbert to the fittle last
season, the 83G this time places in the first
row of the grid. A beautiful performance,
which also putsitin front of the fastest of the
two superb Jaguar XJR5s and the Andial
Porsche 935 that was last year’s Daytona
winner. This latter car is driven by Bob Wol-
lek. For a day and a half, he has been fight-
ing the poor road handling characteristics
of his drive. But the problem is finally atiri-
buted to a new wing, part of the shortened

rear engine cover. The man from Alsace’s

co-driver, A J Foytis notyetonthe scene -to

the glee of the pressroom. Since their vic-

tory together in 1983, at which fime Wollek

made no secret of his feelings, the scuftle-

butt is that they get on about as well os cats

and dogs.

THE WORLD ENDURANCE
CHAMPIONSHIP  BADLY
NEEDS THE AMERICANS
PARTICIPATION.

Hurley Haywood is absent this year, his foot
still healing. But Bruce leven and his
Porsche 935, spensored by Bayside Dispo-
sal, are welcoming Claude Ballot Lena as a
new driver on the team. “He could of least
drop by and say hello”, complains Claude,
speaking about the president of his federa-
tion, Jean-Marie Balestre. The potentate of
FISA is in Florida, but like his opposite num-
ber, president of IMSA John Bishop, he has
not yet been through the tunnel leading to
the infield of the Daytona Speedway, And
for good reason. They are both cloisterad
at the Hilton in the company of Bill France,
owner of the circuit.

Atthe top of the agenda: try and find some
middle ground between the American and
European regulations, so at last IMSA and
Group C can live together. Bob Tullius, the
Jaguar man, is pessimistic about the out-
come of the negociations, He doesn't mince
words when he says that FISAs propasals
aren't likely to go far enough for his tastes.
Tullius along with Preston Henn, Bruce
Leven, Bob Akin and many others are argu-
ing from a position of force. The World
Endurance Championship, created by
Europeans for Europeans, badly needs the
Americans parficipation.

“We lost money last year, and box office
receipfs were down 6 per cent. The head-
lines made our fitle out fo be a "Porsche Par-
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ade’. It seems that's not what the fans want’,
say Benoit Froger and Jean-Pierre Moreau.
The two men from the Automobile Club de
I'Quest are ot Daytona. And unlike Presid-
ent Balestre, they are highly visible and
accessible. It's their second trip to Florida in
the last few weeks. They were ot the Day-
tona final last December as well. The bell
has not yet tolled for the Le Mans 24 Hours.
But Jaguar, Lolo-Chevrolet, and March-
Chevrolet or March-Porsche or both, which
is to say a few of the special Porsche 9355,
would certainly add a little spice to a race
that has too long been dominated by the
unbeatable 956.
Will there ba special dispensation allowing
IMSA cars to race on the legendary Le
Mans circuit? Or will the organisers decide
to withdraw voluntarily from the World
Championship calendar Benoit Froger
and Jean-Pierre Moreau are discreetly
keeping their lips sealed - although unable
to hide their sotisfaction. Indeed, most of
their talks with the top teams seemed to end
on a high note.

ENTRIES IN A NUMBER OF
DIFFERENT CATEGORIES
MAKE FOR A WITCH'S
BREW ON THE TRACK,
AND THE PROFESSIONAL
DRIVERS ARE ALARMED.

“Night-fime is magic. I've never been fo Le
Mans, but | dreom obout it,” says an Ameri-
can car-guy. Relaxed in a folding chair, o
can of beer within easy reach, this man is
the epitome of his breed. His motorhome is
but one in a thousand, and his girlfriend
struggles to light the barbecue. Officicl
night practice starts at 18:30, the sun is
down, and the horizon is oblaze with colour
over Disney World, which is not foo far off.
Several drivers, who have been across the
way to McDonald’s, come running back fo
their pits, their jumpsuits flapping open af
the zippers.
Our friend the car-guy was right - there's
magic in the night. Positioned inside the
hairpin furn that precedes the approach to
the bonking, blinded by the oncoming lights
and rocked by the incomparable roar of
the enormous Chevy V8 engines, one can
easily find happiness. Then it hoppens.
Someone brakes too lafe, goes info an
uncontfrolled slide, and is heading straight
for the spot where we're standing. We take
to our heels with no thought of locking
back. Out of the 82 entries, many of the cors
are driven by men of doubtful falent. If only
all of the more than 200 drivers were Mario
Andrettis, but alos, among so many people
there’s sure to be alarge proportion of rank
emateurs. For another thing, entries are
taken in @ number of different categories.
Meaning that a pip-squeck Datsun sedan
can try fo measure up with a Porsche 962.
It hard to imagine how all these breeds can
cohabit, and quite frankly some of the pro-
fessional drivers are alarmed.
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The South Africans
surprised evervone.
From left to right:
Graham Duxbury,
Tony Martin,

and Sarel van der
Merwe in the
Victory Lane.
(Photo: Stephane
Foulon/DPPI)

The March-
Chevrolet

(number 16) shoots
ahead, then fades.
The Lola-Chevrolet
(number 15) retires
quietty, and the
Jaguar (number 44)
finishes 3rd.
Different cars go
different ways.
(Photos: Stephane
Foulon/DPPI and
Harald Strebelle)

“Some of these drivers are warthle
] 55, Worse
I‘Sh:n wn{rfh!ess: And it's not just fheﬁfiﬁ.'e cars.
mbe of the big profotypes seem fo be dri-
ven by office boys, who think they're on their
me hur_ne fruqy work. They swerve, change
Eanes without signalling, miss shift after shift.
ven whgn behind a car in your own class
you dnnfdure ride the slipstream - much,
much foo risky. The guy in front could lose his
cool, miss his move, and suddenly you're pil-
ing on the brakes for your life," one well-

known drivert
old uson th it
b rorsdd e condition he not

BUMPED BY A CORVETTE,
A MARCH-CHEVROLET
GOES OFF HEAD OVER
HEELS.

A harsh opinion, but justified, Especially
when you know these words could almost

ave been a premonifion. Because soon
after, while braking for the new chicane, o
Corvette bumped the side of the March-

how they ran out of gas in the middle of the
night, losing long minutes of precious time.
And Graham Duxbury sets the crowd
laughing when he recounts how he didn't
bring along enough warm clothing, Based
on what hed seen in postcards, he imagined
tb_ur Florida in the winter was a lot warmer.
N_:gl-nL temperatures lower than 10 °C left
him shivering in his sweat-soaked jumpsuit.
Maybe they were surprised by their own
success, but the three South Africans dumb-
founded IMSA. At the beginning of the
race, a hand-to-hand combat matched
Sarel against Mario Andreffi. The former
world champion needed more than 10 laps
in order to maintain only a meagre advan-
tage. On the other hand, one fair-haired
man, a passion for racing written all over his
face, was rubbing his hands together with
safisfaction. Originally from Germany,
Alvin Springer has settled in California.
Andial is his brand, and he has pulled off o
memorable two-year run at Daytona. The
engine of the winning March-Porsche is his,
and the 935 of Henns Swap Shop originat-
ed on his drawing board, A modest smile
gracing his features, he goes for a stroll

Chevrolet wearing the colours of the Red
Lobster restaurants, causing the lafter to
somersault off the track. Just a taste of
things to come, and the number of cars
going off the road steadily rises. Between
the start of the race and midnight, it’s rush
hour. The pace-car is on the track seven
times for an incredible total of 8% minutes. A
Porsche 911 comes into the pits on three
wheels, sparks flying. The infield is littered
with wrecks. The next morning, a Datsun,
rear-end first, comes to rest on a retaining
wall = impossibly balanced.
“We had no problem whatsoever, The qual-
ity of driving was all that could be wished
for" - the other side of the coin as expressed
by the winners. OK, the strong can afford fo
be benevolent.
On the podium, the three Afrikaners
resemble owls dazed by the sunlight.
Assailed by a torrent of questions, they've
nat yet fully realised what's happened. All
they can think of is that t’s all worked out for
the best in this, the best of all possible
worlds. A conscientious journalist asks Sarel
van der Merwe to pronounce his own sur-
name. Tony Martin, locking like a school-
boy who has been caught cheafing, tells

around the pedium and the victory lane.
This brought back a memory from the night.
In my mind’s eye, | saw the same man, kneel-
ing in the dirt, brandishing @ torch to better

“SOME OF THESE DRIVERS
ARE WORTHLESS, WORSE
THAN WORTHLESS. AND
IT'SNOT JUST THE LITTLE
CARS.”

inspect the glowing turbos on the Andial
935 during a fuel stop with the engine run-
ning. Red tongues of flame would occasion-
aly spurt out, which was a delight for the
photographers, but hardened the Ger-
man's craggy profile. His face was rigid with
concentration, although ravaged by fati-
gue. Yet, when the motorhomes pulled
away a mere 15 mph over the same sands
where records had once been shattered,
Alvin Springer, like many others, was only
thinking about a shave.

0
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something whicl their
main rival (number 5)
Jailed to do, as a r
of a gearbox change
and then an il
circulation problem
which stopped it in ity
fracks fust ay the clock
Swung round to the
midnight mark.
(Photos: Stéphane
Foulon/Dppy and
Harald Strebelie)

ult

No one relishes the
thought that he's been
shot with his own gun.
At Daytona the
Porsche factory had
the disagreeu!;le
experience of being
vanquished by a car
using one of their own
flat-six engines. T:he
race favourite,
Stuttgart’s own brand-
new 962 driven by the
Andrettis, did not last
longer than a few
hours before
mechanical gremlins
put a crease on
engineer Norbert

d Singer's perennially

- g worriedfuce:ﬂrsl a

i o~ - 4 " gearbox changc,ﬁnul‘ly
[— -~

a broken camshaft. Of
the various heavily-
modified American-

entered Porsche 935s,

the best was the Andial
entry (6), with its two
lead drivers. one
h and one Texan,
nstrating a clash
of Personality,
ishing 4¢p and 5th

v two other 935
(86 and 9) achieved

Freng
demo




Its code name is 13B, it
makes a noise fit to bust
vour eardrums, and the
official capacity of its
twin rotor lavout is a
mere 1308 cc. At first
glance, it's nothing very
impressive. But with an
all-up weight of a little
over 200 Ibs, the
remarkable Mazada
Wankel engine churns
out no less than 300
bhp. A power-to-weight
ratio that makes anvone
sit up and take notice.
All the cars featured on

this spread use it and
not surprisingly it was a
star of the Davtona
weekend. Created by
Eric Broadley, the two
13B-engined Lola T616
coupés (67 and 68) of
the BF Goodrich team
have impressively
efficient aerodynamics.
Prepared by California
driver entrant Jim
Busbey, the Lolas were
in the capable hands of
American Pete Halsmer,
Dutchman Boy Hayje
and Austrian Dieter
Quester. Although they
ran out of luck in
Florida, their first race
showing (one held 3rd
place overall for more
than three hours after
the halfiway mark)
suggests that they'll be
worth watching at
Monza, their first
European race.
Although
aerodynamically less
sophisticated than the

uernd}mamicall'y less
sophisticated than the
T616s, the little Argo
JM16 - designed by Jo
Marquart, the Swiss ex-
clLaren designer who
has been q resident of
the UK for many vears -
showed itself to be their
equal in performance
during tests, then
proved it by beating
them in the race, In spite
of the absence of lead
driver John Paul dJr, who
had to undergo surgery
following his accident
during the Indianapolis
qualifving rounds, the
Argo JMI16 ran reliably
and came through to

‘ finish a commendable

9th overall. Similar
Argo JM16 coupés will
make their appearance
soon, powered by
engines as varied as a
turbocharged Buick V6
and the classic
Cosworth V8.
Outclassed in the new
700 kg division of the
GTP class, at least in
therory, there were 11 of
the similarly-engined
traditional Mazda RX7
coupés competing for
honours in the GTU (GT
cars under 2800cc)
class. On of them, the
all-white number 76
entry, outran the lot to
finish 12th overall. This
time, there were 14 cars
at the starting line, and
it looks like the
membership of the
“rotary club” will
continue to swell.
(photos: Stephane
Foulon; DPPI; Harald
Strebelle).




Ken Madren/M L Speer/Wayne Pickering: March-Buick 84G (photo: Strebelle

~ THE DAYTONA speepway’s FANTATIC BANKING TAKES CARS TO THE BREAKING POINT.

THE MECCA OF SPEED




Hefner/Ratcliff/Gralia: Porsche 935 (photo: Strebelle)

AS THE SUN GOES DOWN OVER DISNEY WORLD

THE TURPS BEGIN THEIR FIRE DANCE.




THE IDOL OF A GREAT NATION HAS CAESAR'S CLAY FEET, 4/D BOB WOLLEK IS VERBALLY CHIPPING AWAY.




Corvette leading a Nimrod, a March, and a Porsche photo: Stéphane Fou DPP
sphane Foulon; [

TO THE INFIELD.

FUTURE WINNERS
CAUGHT IN UNCERTAIN compaNY, B/ "NG AT THE ENTRANCE
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STARTING GRID

ORSCHE 962 00. MARCH B3G-PORSCHE !
DAYTONA 24 HOURS !”':,-m ‘Androtfi/Michaal Androtti Y,:"si'p’o?:m'm“"'"m“"""v { LAP
Round 1 of International Motor Sparts Association (IMSA| 1984 lmﬁ;;“l;’;l st § ANDIAL PORSCHE 535 } LEADERS
ey : R A, : oyt WallokiBell/Hen, {
s 1 ST K 10 G o BEEE. RS | L 103 16 et dr oo
2 : : ARCH 81G-CHEVROLET 04,4 R KRS i 1 Porsche 962 (Mario AndretirMichoel Andretti)
Date: 1.1!.5 Febru::ry 1984, o e l Ls;'»tf:fni"”- ingt st | Laps 6 to 9: Morch 83G-Porsche (Von der Merwe/Martin/Duxbury)
Race distance: 24 hours of modified 3.87-mile (6.228 km) i ] Laps 10 to 31: P 5 R .
circuit. o i;;mnon ASTON MARTIN 2 MARCH £4G-CHEVROLEY { an' 135 et et AL LR A
et o oo 1V e i e
bk, m 56. £ ar et ichae! reth)
A e e g orscHessERY bl DL ‘ Laps 43 1o 47: Jaguar XRS5 (TullusHobbs/Bundy)
,000 sp s. sids/C Img7ves k7 ; Laps 48 to 57: March 83G-Chevrolet (Hinze/Lanier/B. Whittington|

o CHEVROLET grosscigass Laps 58 to 60: March B3G-Parsche (Van der Merwe/Martin/Duxbury)

Laps 61 to 162: loguor XJRS (Tullius/Hobbs/Bundy)
Laps 163 to 165: March 83G-Porsche [Van der Merwe/Martin/Duxbury]

Kalagiontlayd/Mille
Im 579604
3, MARCH 84G BUICK

Im 58 468s
86, PORSCHE 935

DAYTONA INTERNATIONAL
SPEEDWAY

Modren/Speer/Pickering
1m 592823

4 CHEVROLET CAMARO
Hogan/Feltan/labonte
2m 00.481¢
47 LOLAT6I6- MAZDA
Busby(Hoyie/Knaop

2m 01,9601

22, PONTIAC FIREBIRD
Schwarz/AlleniSpenord
2m 028575

72 CHEVROLET CAMARO:
Riggin#/Delana/Patery

2m 03 7443

19, NIMROD ASTON MARTIN
Miller/RamiresiV. Smith

2m 053924

18, SAUBER C7BMW
Fombor/Maan/Valiante

2m 0566061

97 FERRARI 51288

5 Shafion/T. Shelton

2m 05875

&3 ARGO JMI&MAZDA
DowningiMaflusci/Gans

m 040324

24 CHEVROLET CORVETTE
NehliSileax/Hanen

Im 07,048

75, CHEVROLET CAMARD

B Gregg/B Young/Varde

2m 07 308

03, CHEVROLET MONZA
MasoniH. AdamyThompson
Im 08.343s

3B MAZDA RX?
Mandavilla/A. JohmonD. Smith
2m 096013

43 BMW ML
Davey/GoslinichMentoya
Zm 10230

48 PONTIAC FIREBIRD
JollingkEanler Molnar
2 10,5761

87 PORSCHE 924 GTR
SchnaideriForbes-Rob

Loven/Holber/Ballot Len,
2m 000273
25 MARCH 83G.CHEVROLET
Cowari/MillariDe Narvoaz
2m 01,7625
11. CHEVROLET CAMARD
Ruttman/Richmand/Laws
2m 02,481
24 PORSCHE 935
HafnerGriffin/ Grolia
2m 02 6791
07 PORSCHE 934
Haimrath Sr/Heimrath I
2m 03,6873
05 PORSCHE 935
Almeida/MorejonlF Garcla
Im 055041
29 NIMROD ASTON MART(N
Cooper/Evani/P Smith
Im 05682
LOLA Ta16 MAZDA
Halymati Quester/Grabla
2m 05 9093
49, CHEVROLET CORVETTE
UtiBoand Bender
2m 06 3864
53 PONTIAC FIREBIRD
Overby/KisinschmidtiPelz

T

o/Haywood

47 CHEYROLET CORVETTE
Dingman/Bahren/Bighouse
2m 08.0861

61, CHEVROLET MONZA
Courtnay/O Naill

2m 08 8093

70. MAZDA GTP
Hanagger/Laring/ Waitzsnhal
2m 09 844y

21 PONTIAC FIREBIRD
Newsum/Fiuld/McFarlin

200 10,5113

79 PORSCHE 924 GTR
Winters/Bergtrom freland
2m 11,080

B2 MAZDA RX7

Willigms

2 118395

57 PORSCHE 511

FeblesFerrer

2m 12,0885

78 MAIDA RXT

Baldwin YoungiReed

In 12.84%

HEVROLET CAMARO:

Howey Crabiree/Woli

Im 127815

8B CHEVROLET CAMARO

Murray/Valentine Barett

2m 12,9805

84 PONTIAC FIERQ

€ Young Grunnet/8un

2m13 4383

99 TOYOTA CELICA

Cordi). Adams

Im13.562s

10 PORSCHE 924 G1R
hits/KandolliB. Johnsan

213500

4. CHEVROLET CORVETTE

R Sehmidi'S. SchmichiM
S A Sthmichi M. Schmich

Mu geriCasay
2m 11.902s
44, MAZDA RX7
Dunham/Kline/Lewis
2m12
58. PORSCHE 924 GTR
Mena/D. Gregg/Trueman
W 127771
20. CHEVROLET CORVETTE
Canary/Sanbom/Gonzales
2m 12919
17 MAZDARX7
con/Guest/Kruger

2m 13,0155
94, PONTIAC FIREBIRD
GordneriSandenDarcvy
2m 135108
40 BMW M1
Bieri/Gyaler/Pallavicini

s

09 PORSCHE 911
Van Every(Tisdelle

Im 14.045x

98 TOYOTA CELICA
Dallenbach JriChandiariAcie
2m 14 6643

Laps 166 to 188: Porsche 935 (Leven/Holbert/Ballot Lena/Haywood)
Laps 189 to 197: Lola T600-Chevrolet (Morton/Lobenberg/Garcia)
Laps 198 to 253: Porsche 935 [Leven/Holbert/Ballot Lena/Hoywood}
Laps 254 to 640: March 83G-Parsche (Van der Merwe/Martin/Duxbury)

POLE POSITION

Mario Andretti (Porsche 962), in Im 50.989s, an

average of 125.526 mph (202.014 km/h).

BEST RACE LAP

Redman (Jaguar XJRS5) in Im 57.364s, on lap 208,

an average of 118.708 mph (191.042 km/h).

CLASS WINNERS (GTO)

Hagan/Felton/Labonte (Chevrolet Camaro).

CLASS WINNERS (GTU)

Baldwin/l. Young/Reed (Mazda RX7).

RESULTS
103119 mph 169953 kmh).

2 Andial Porsche 935

3. laguar XJRS

4. Porsche 935

5. Porsche 935

&. Chevralel Camaro.

7, Nimrod Aston Martin
8. March 84G-Chevrolet
9. Argo JM16-Mazda
10. Porsche 911

11. Lola T600- Cheyrale
12. Mazda RXT

13,

T4 M
15. Porsche 928

16. Nimrod Astan Martin
17. Lala T616-Mozda

18, Mazda RX7

19. Parscha 935

20, Muzda RX7

21. Parschs 924 GTI

22. Savher CT-BMW
23, Mazda X7

24. Joguor KIRS

25 BMW M1

24. Porsche 935

27. Parsche 911

31 lola T416-Mazda
32. MW M1

33. Porsche 911

34 Chewrolat Monza
35 Chevrolet Camoro
36 Mazdo RX7

37 Mazda RX7

38. Chavrolet Corwel
39. Tayala Calico

40. Panliee Firabird
41, Pantise Firebird
42 Chevrolat Corvaite
43, Parsche 911

4. Pontiac Firabind

45 Chavroler Camars
46. Chevrolel Corvette
47, Farari 51288

48 Porsche 924 GTR

1. Morch B3G-Parscha (Van dar Marws/Mortin/Duxbury),

Foyl/Wallek/Bell
Tullivs/Hobbs/Bundy

Leven/Halberl/Ballol-Lana/Haywood

Baker/Mullen/Blackhaller
Hogan/Falion/Labante
Cooper/Evany/P, Smith
Al Lsan/Art Lson/Weltars
Downing/MaHucci/Gana
Van Every/Tiadalla

Lo 911, Garcia
1. Young/Reed

Griffin/Smith-Hoas/Zouzelka
‘Walter/NorthamiBurdsall
Mason/H. Adams/Thompian
Alderman/Baird/Price

n
CordrAdams
SchwarzAllea:Spanard
FasslerMolnard

jaff Andruni/Nichalsan
chmidi/Pats

8§ Gregg/8. Young:Varde

R. SchmidiS. Schmidt/M. Schmic
§. ShaltansT Shalron
WintersBecgstrom/raland
MillarRamirez/¥ Smith

campleting 640 laps in 24k Dlm 07 533 for an average speed of

433 ieps. retired clutrh
432 faps.

409 laps, senrnd (oF st
391 lapy. raviesd amging
384 leps.

lops
336 lopa. metred rmion a0t given’
330 ke retiendd
326 e resred emgmy
324 mon. reirwd angos

292 s, ~wepd iomgne
290 lags, reteesd recion w0 grvan
27 lap. revired (engas
270 men. retoed or peapemaos
258 apn. retesd rasic a0t given
245 iops, rmroed engine

21 PONTI, 49 Nimrod Asten Martin
Del Tayh ,ﬁ.ﬁ?ﬂf:‘,f:’% 3 ’o"s‘:;‘f‘i‘; 5 50, Chavrals! Camera iuim‘mnfmhm:n:jlr;l -
A FonsacalFallo/Joms Lowit/As 220 lop_ resie « )
FORMER WINNERS T 33 ot Wi ol Ontoncesh TS et e
, i maamane i o e s T e ot
1962: Daon Gum-gflmus 19 '3 hours) 3 :nm'o 2m 16.0958 55, March 846 Buick Mo ot Fickaring 186 lape. retirest hurba
1963: Pedro Rodnguez/ferrari {3 hours) KrckiWersal LNf’uCUJWETTE 51, PORSCHE 911 56, Porsche 935/84 wvoRohol 181l setived (ol Lok
1964: Pedro Rodriguez-Phil Hill/Ferrari (2,000 km| micay WilderiMcCalliDafrancerchi 37 kel Folloslomuel 179t rbnd g
1965: Ken Miles-Llo /Ford (2,000 km| 8 PORSCHE 91} Enll B0y 54, Porrche 924G 42 apa. sumed
i ’ 3 wlayilawiy 77 CHEVROLET CORVETTE 59. Mazdo RX7 182 laga. renredt reoaon et gives
1966: Ken Miles-Lloyd Ruby/Ford Mkl [24 hours) 10 gy ki BokesMarkin 80 C)-,-mi\nléurvlﬂl . 'iil;".l“ retired [busif haah badur!
1967: Lorenzo Bandini-Chris Amon/Ferrari 330P4 (24 hours) 32 DATSUN 2 LA &1, Chavralot Camar lapa. retod [recsem not grven
e 8 7% Chavrolat Cor DingmuniBahren/Bighovse 135 1ops. retred tremyma
1968: Vic Eiord-Jochen Porsche 907 (24 hours) Yt B2 cHEROLET CANARS & aneh BIG Chavesiat Hinzerlaniasil, Whiitingtan s e s
1969: Mark Donohua-Chuck PorsonsiLola T70-Chevrolet |24 hours) 40 MAZDA o 2m 17, 76¢ o4 Mu;dhnﬁ:‘; LT:M»N-»-, K Marh :E’f"@: e o
1970 Pedro Rodriguez-Leo Kinnunen/Porsche 917 (24 hours) MormsanCaskiSuan 92 PORSCHE 928 5 Torache 962 Maorio Andreni/Michoe! Andrsi 127 tapet, ot i
197 1: Pedro Rodriguez-Jackie Oliver/Porsche 917 (24 hours) E”Pgl:’:' DVEsAE et &7 Chewrolat Camara RigginyOslanciPatery. 138 opa. s i rouct
i f i z HE om < Fari retired ange
1972: Mario Andretti-Jocky Ickx/Ferrari 312P (6 hours) Bond rdnen o 54 PORSCHE 911 Lo rvings. o ittt Lol e i ey
197 3: Peter Gregg-Hurley Hoywood/Porsche Carrera (24 hours) 18,696, CopamanJolly/Redding 00 Parsche 914 Heimrath Se/Hammrath, ir P gt ki i S
1974: Not held 3 CHEVROLET Corverre AR 71 Chavealw) Corvaite Dibendiondee Frimagorst e
1975: Peter Gregg-Hurley Haywood/Porsche Carrera (24 hours) byt é:mn.‘:fég‘"_ff;‘:.ma-u« = gk ad CowriMNllesiOn Narveas bt apnenas -l ul o
1976 Peter Gregg-Brian Redman-John Fitzpatrick/ BMW 3.5 CSL 24 hours) 35 PORSCHE o1 Im 19.43x i s SomdmrGodeniiomsy 32 it redvrad &
A 3 Griffn oy = e tina. Barman 51 b
1977: John vau—l"lntlsy Hoywood-Dave HelmickiPorsche Carrerg (24 hours) Sr¥inSaith Hoau/Zeusatiy 90 PORSCHE SN .\ iico 75 Ches 'me'.i(.:i‘m o i sy vt S 2 b- revend ey
20389 SchagtarJaff Andrel 74. Tayata € Choe taps, resiewd
1978: Rolf Stommelen-Toine Hezemans-Peter Gregg/Porsche 935 (24 hours] 13 MAZDA 2m 211385 27 Pantioe Firshird Bl TaylosNavetto: Figars 36 lape, reted (remton aat 3 ven
1979: Field-Danny Ongais-Hurley Porsche 935 {24 hours| R 2 O PORSCHE 911 78, Chavrolst Corvelle Kok \Wazral McDill 38 lapa. ravirnd ressas sst gives:
1980: Rolf Stommlen Volkert Meri-Reinhald Jost/Porsche 935 (24 hm)] du e, e e o 19 Lol TaRR syt =S = RN i
1981: Bob Bobby Rahal-Brian Redh sche 935 (24 hours) 52 anare indzom it R et ol e o
1982: John Poul Jr-lohn Paul Se-Rolf Stommelen (24 hours) 2o T e Sy o b 62 Musc 017 Sobina Rodngua Vimosa 17 s remad g
1983: Bob Wollsk-Cloude Bollot Lana-A_J. Foy!-PrestonHenn/Parsche 935 124 hours) N Th 2m 267761 o NE: 8% wrmlsndo‘i‘gn; race e run'undm the prodection of the peve-cor. whith wai WA 56l an ween Sl sccesimn
" 50 am pm on
Sastast a4 Bitkad out in bold 1 Ihose wha achinved M2 hatwaen d.
SH1h8 rid e 531 8 0130 o Thoracdey hemmoan. The it A7
Py a8 Thursdoy chenoon

hit spwcial hali.bour qualifying penod
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Photo Foulon D.PP.I

OPINION BORNE OUT

OU TAKE A LITTLE OLD LADY.
FROM PASADENA. PUT HER
BEHIND THEWHEEL OF ATURBOCHAR-
GED SPORTSCAR AND SEND HER OFF
AROUND THE ARC DE TRIOMPHE. IN

your opinion, will she be perfectly at ease?”
A revealing comment, chosen from a whole
bagfull, which (by the way) are unpublis-
hable. One yeor later, no one can argue that
there’s any love lost between Bob Wollek and
A ) Foyt. The imperturbable man from Alsace
digs his hands deeper into his pockets and
gazes out from under his familiar stocking

cap, practically é)uﬂed down over his eyes. |

He pays ne heed to the clashing of tools and

panicky looks of Preston Henn's mechanics.

The nose of the Andial Porsche 935 is in

shreds, but that gum-chewing Texan of

motorsport legend stays strapped in the

cockpit. Itis 20:15 and the night grows long at

the Daytona speedway. The two feam mates

have nothing fo say to each other. What's the

useof asking questions whenit's easy foimag-

ine what happened? .
“I¥'s his third fender-bender since the start of
fhe race,” says Wollek, with all the warmth in
his voice of a polar night. He looks like he's
feeling about the same as after Johansson
crashed their Porsche 956 into Patrese’s Lan-
cia ot Spa last year.

“On the first lop, ‘Ayy Joyy' fried to shoot

. stroight across the chicane. The only one of

82 drivers, and you con be sure he wasn't
too proud. We only found ouf about it later.
Next, af the first pif stop, he pulls in with the
nose of the car a wee bit smashed up. Sup-
posedly another driver crowded him. OK;
but it didn't look so good when he threw. it
into firstgear and the vibration sentatleast 2
Ibs of gravel clattering out of the wheelar-
ches onto the farmac. It was os clear as if [d
hod a picture of it happening. He'd been off
the road! And now, o top it all off, he's been
in a collision. Endurance racing is no place
for improvising.” :
spoflights on long poles show in
stork confrast the men from Henr's Swap
Shop hard ot work. The lost vesfiges of the
mutilated nese lie by the trackside. They're
trying to fit another, but the lower sheet-metal
poanels nolenger line up with their affachment
points. Team chief Alvin Springer, with his
usual Germanic authority, says fo forget if.
And sothe Andial Porsche 935, deprived ofits
front-end streamlining - reducing down force
on the nose - will understeer for the |ast
19 hours of the race. A hangdog look comes
over the pit crew, but pragmatic Bob Wollak
gives the knife one last twist,
“He did such o good job on the underbody
of the car thot not much of it is left. Even the
brake scoops are gone. Al the braking
effort will be on the rear, and every fime you
touch the pedal the frontbrakes are liak e fo
fafch fir:v." :
ater, when he’s completed a sfint that's inel .-
ded a full 16 minutes lost in the piifshr‘:f;‘;?:ih)g
et more doi mage, Foyt proffersafew elabor-
ate excusesin his Houston drawl, To sum up: it
was a desperafion move fo avoid o spun g;-,,-

84

on the track, ending up in the gravel. Never-
theless, this hardly explains the red paint
showing on the heat extractors that shroud
the front wheels.
“Whether he collided with someone, or went
offthe road to avoid a crash, doesn'tchange
anything. When something like this hop-
pens, even ifit's the other guy's fault fo begin
with, you're still 100 per cent responsible for
what you do.
“The quality of driving in general here is so
low that you're never completely sure no
oneis going to make a dumb move. Buteven
if there's no profection against bad drivers,
at least you should be able to tell when
they're going to make a mistake - and cover
yourself. When a Corvetfe brakes all of a
sudden 20 yards further on than usual, your
jobas adriver is fo see the frap. If's better o
slam on the brakes and lose 3 seconds, than
1o go for it hell bent fike you were ihe only
guy on the road and fake it on the nose.”
Derek Bell, who was on the scene fo cover the
race for a local felevision station, had still not
got back with the team. In addition, pressure
Icf“.‘". the turbocharger system, which woul
diminish the Andial POI'SC{IE'S power throug-
Ut the rest of the race, had not-yet been
defected, All the same, even without the blun-
ders of the four-fime winner of the Indiana-
polis 500 - whose fame is still sung by Ame-
fican race fans ~ Bob Wollek probably
wouldn'thave triumphed. But that was of litfle
consequence for Bob, What's important 18
hat his first opinion of “Ayy Jayys shakey driz
ving skills on the endurance circuit - imparte
12 months earlier - had been amply borne

out
by Didier Braillon

JAGUAR

44, GROUP 44 JAGUAR XIRS (Bob Tullius /
pavid Hobbs 7 Dac Bundy)

3rd in qualifying, 3rd in roce

04, GROUP 44/AGUAR JURS (Brian
Redman / Jim Adom / Pat Bedard)

¢ in qualifying, 24rd in race

Jaguar Cars Inc, the New Jersey-
based American importer, entered
two of the racing XJRS coupés
designed by Lee Dykstra under the
aegis of Group44. Thenon-turbo5.3-
litre V12 engines now have fuel injec-
tion to replace the previous Weber
carburetters and produce 600bhp, a
gain of 50 horsepower since last year.
Six all-new cars have been built for
the IMSA season, of which three
(including a spare) were taken to
Daytona. To expand hisdrivingteam,
manager Bob Tullius has recruited
Englishmen David Hobbs (available
following the withdrawal of John
Fitzpatrick’s IMSA Porsche) and
Brian Redman (coming out of retire-

ment yetagain) and the quick Ameri-
can Doc Bundy (who raced a Nimrod
Aston Martin at Daytonain '83), The
riun_'\hcrd-tmlry wasextremely quick
d\mr_1g the first few hours of the race
holding the lead for 108 laps until !u\—‘
ling back with a number of minor
problems and, eventually, repeated
breakages of the alternator drive belt
which continued to the finish. Simi-
laralternator troubles with the 04 car
became apparent carly in the race,
preventing it from taking a deserved
result. Note that once the sun had
risen the XJRSswere fitted withacut-
down rear engine

r cover lo improve
cooling in the engine compartment
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PORSCHE GTP

1. PORSCHE STUTTGART/PORSCHE 942
(Mario Andretti / Mike Andretti)
Ist in qualifying, DNF race

Because the 956 does mot comply

the 962, which looks
to its predecessor.
act there are only two major
changes: the pedal assembly has
been brought back to that it is level
With the centre line of the front
wheels, and the regular twin KKK
turbo-turbo-equipped 2.640cc e

has been replaced by a 9

tle-turbo unit displacing
Warks engineers Peter Falk and Nor-
ff‘crl Singer had entrusted this new
GTP car, fresh from a brief sorting-

out session at Ricard, to the father-
and-son Andretti team, who had
finished 3rd behind two factory
Porsches at Le Mans in '83, driving a
Kremer 956. The new model took a
comfortable pole position, using
Dunlop qualifying tyres but without
any significant incres n turbo
boost pressure. A total of four 962s
will be constructed: one will be Kept
by the factory, and the three others
sold to Bob Akin, Bruce Leven and
Al Holbert, who have each placed
orders together with the asking price
of 632,000 DM (approx $160,000). At
Daytona, having led the race for 28
laps, the 962 lost 1hr 50mins having
its gearbox changed. Then, just
before the seventh hour, one of the
screws that holds the camshalt in
place broke, causing the ngine (o
expire

MARCH

00. KREEPY KRAULY RACING/MARCH B3G-
PORSCHE (Sarel van der Merwe/ Tony
Martin / Graham Duxbury)

nd in qualifying, Ist in roce

2. LEON BROTHERS RACING/MARCH 846G-
CHEVROLET (Al Lean/Art Leon / Terry
Walters)

8th in qualifying, Bth in race

3. PEGASUS RACING/MARCH B84G-BUICK
(Ken Madren / ML Speer / Wayne Picker-

ing)

13th in qualifying, DNF race

16. MARTY HINZE RACING/MARCH B3G-CHEV-

ROLET (Marty Hinze / Randy Lanier / Bill

Whittington|

Sth in qualifying, DNF race

25. RED LOBSTER RACING/MARCH 83G-CHEY-

ROLET (Dave Cowort/ Kenper Miller 7

Mauricio de Norvaez)

16th in qualitying, DNF race

Under the supervision of March boss
Robin Herd and sponsored by the
South African company Kreepy
Krauly (a brand ol automatic clean-
ing devices for swimming pools),
83G/04 number 00 was driven by the
three SA drivers last seen togetherin
the 1983 Kyalami 1000 Kms, when
they shared one of John Fitzpatrick's
956s. Theengine wasa3-litre 955 flat-

six prepared by Andial, the firm run
by German expert Alvin Springer
from his California base. A second
March-Porsche, the Red Lobster
entry, was seen only in qualifying
by se its drivers: preferred their
b up GTP, the 83G/03 with its
5-litre V8 Chevy prepared by ProMo-
tor Engineering. Number 16 was
83G/02, in which Hinze and Lanier
(they finished 2nd here in '83) were
joined by Bill, youngest of the three
racing Whittington brothers. Num-
ber 2 was 84G/0l, painted pink and
driven rather slowly: both these cars
used Chevy V8 engines prepared by
VDS. There was a bit of novelty to
84G/02, race number 3, which used a
3.4-litre Buick V6 engine fitted with a
Japanese-made Warner-Ishi turbo
and prepared in Livonia (Michigan)
by McLaren Engines, the US divi-
sion of the British F1 team. Number
25 wasinvolved inan accidentduring
the race when a Corvette collided
with it and sent it somersaulti t
the chicane in the third hour. After

having held the lead for 9 laps the
number 16 car broke its gearbox al
quarterdistance; while number3 was
retired at half distance, after a very
modest showing, with a broken
turbo. Number 2, which wasn’t parti-
cularly quick, eventually came home
8th, and the double-0 car ran oul the
comfortable winner, a full nine laps
in [ront, despite having run out of of
fuel on the circuit al one Slage
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PORSCHE GTX

05. Hi TECH RACING/PORSCHE 935 (Tico
Almeida 7 Miguel Morejon / Fernando
Garcig)

24th in qualifying, 26th in race

5. BOB AKIN MOTOR RACING/PORSCHE 935-
64 (Bob AkinsJohn 0'Steen/Bobby
Rahal

9th in qualifying, DNF race

6. HENN'S SWAP SHOP RACING/ANDIAL
PORSCHE 935 (AJ Foyt/Bob Wollek/
Derek Bell / Preston Henn)

4th in qualifying, 2nd in race

9. LA JOLLA TRADING GROUP/PORSCHE 935
(Wayne Baker / Jim Mullen / Tom Bluck-
haller]

12th in qualifying, 5th in race

24. PEGASUS RACING/PORSCHE 935 (Bobby
Hefner / Ray Rateliffe 7 Hugo Gralio)
20th in qualifying, 19th in race

86. BAYSIDE DISPOSAL RACING/PORSCHE
935 (Bruce Leven/Al Holbert / Cloude
Ballot-Lena / Hurley Hoywoad)

14th in qualifying, 4th in race

Ofithesix Porsche 9355 entered in the
GTX class, only three were of inte-
rést: numbers 05, 9 and 24 being
either lechnically dated or having
second-grade  driving  crews, Bah
Akin's “Coca Cola™ entry was the
moast extensively modified and was
dubbed a “935-84 In fuct it had firsy
appeared al the final IMSA round a1
Daytona in December, and was fitted
with special bodywork r‘nmrparnling
unusual front andside panels, the fut-
ter being completely smooth. With
the Ford Mustangs nolbeing present
for this race, Ford regular Bobby
Rahal was zble 10 join Akin and 0'8-
tzen. Preston Henn's Andisl 935 is
the car that had won this race last
year: it staried practising with ashon
“Miami”~ il instead of the longer
“Moby Dick”™ type., bul handling

stopinordertoc 5=
teercondition. Foytand Wollek, who
had shared the driving with Ballot
last year, were joined this tim
Derek Bell, who had planned to

Daytona to help with the TV com-
mentary: by Saturday evening, TV
work complete, he v ing out

with the driving dressed in borrowed
overalls and helmet. The last quick

935, Bruce Leven's entry, had raced
inthe 8324 hoursand stood outinits
special “middy™ tail bodywork: still
nol fully fit after his IMSA Mosport
accident, Haywood didn't do many
ps during qualifying or the race,
enabling Ballot-Lena (who had come
to Florida without having made any
firm plans to race) to be co-opted
alongside Holbert, the reigning
IMSA drivingchampion. All the 9355
were using 3-litre flal-six engines
with the exception of the Andial,
which had 3,2-itres: in this class,
win turbos are permitted and used
on all the Porsches with the excep-
tion of the number 9 car, which is a
development of the car that won last
yearsSebring, and still has only one.
The number 5 car was an early pit
stopper, losing 93 minutes having a
gqarbux replaced, and then retired
with sugging oil pressure before the
10th Bour. Number 86 held the lead
Tor 77 laps during the night, only to
fall back due to a leaking interconler
and a failed turbo, by had it changed
and came through to finish 4th, The
ﬂilmbl:lﬁl:{llry. mishandied by Foy1
(see Exy i, Extr) gradually lost wurbg
pressure but finished 2nd, withouy
ever having been in the fead, The
three others all finished the face, the
best-placed of them, by far, being the
number 9, which was classified Sth
thanks to ity reliability.

CHEVROLET GTO

4 ql?ﬂilSRiPH-P\[Dh‘.i]l#ﬂf[HE\n’R(]L{T
CAINS (Billy Hagon/ Gene Felton/
Terry Lobonte) .

15th in qualifying, 6th in race

CAMARD

renofew crlh;mi?uars\rruh
jilt front-mounted cngmcal
Daytona grid: 2 Monzas, ?«7
nd 7 Camaros. Several of
es were well enough pre-
{ driven, but only one of

them was outstanding, Ac it
had been in 1983, this was the “Straty,
graph™ Camz n the hands o “‘Clc:
ran Billy Hagan, NASCAR frony,
runner Terry Labonte and the spm,[
cular Gene Felton. As expectay ‘i;
was Felton who qualified the VR
Camaro fastestin the GTO (GT Carg
over 2800cc) class. In spimul‘uxlrmé
of minor problems throughout the
race it was classified 6th overall ang
easily won its class, with Feltop sefl-
ing the GTO lap record in 2m 04,45

TOYOTA

98. ALL AMERICAN RACERS/TOYOTA CELICA
(Wally Dallenbach Jr/ Michael Chand-
ler 7 Dennis Aase)

60th in qualifying, DNF race

99 ALL AMERICAN RACERS/TOYOTA CELICA
(Chris Cord / Jim Adams)

55th in qualifying, DNF race

After a mixed start in IMSA racing,
Dan Gumey's Racers and Toyota
Motorsports announced that they
intended fto suspend their join
molorsports aclivites, “due to all
objectives having been achieved.”
This statement raised suspicions in
various areas, but the presence of the
wo Celica coupes at Daytona indi-
cated that relations are still excellent
between the former Fl driver/cons-
tructor and the Japanese car maker.
Looking impeccable, the Celicus

were entered in the GTU (GT cars
under 2800cc) category for some
worthwhile drivers, including the
son of former Indy hero Wally
Dallenbach, the son of California
publishing millionaire Otis Chan-
dler, and veteran Jim Adams, who
took up racing in the Can-Am several
years ago with a Ferrari 512 Spyder.
Both Celicas had engine failures in
the race, at quarter (number 98).and
three-quarters (number 99) distance,

NIMROD ASTON MAR-
TIN

19, PERFORMANCE MOTORCAR/NIMROD
ASTON MARTIN (Jack Miller / Carlos Rami.-
rez / Vicky Smith)

23th in qualifying, DNF race

26. RAY MALLOCK RACING/NIMROD ASTON
MARTIN (Ray Mallack /7 Droke Olson
John Sheldon)

Tth in qualifying, 16th in race

29. CAM  MOTORSPORT/NIMROD ASTON
IWARTIN (John Cooper / Bob Evans / Py
Smith)

26th in qualifying, 7th in race

No 19is one of the two cars first seen
al rJa.)'leslmlycur. Number28isthe
ex-Viscount Downe Bovis Construc-

lipn Sponsored car which ran in
Glﬂlfp C last year with bodywork
modified by Ray Mallock, while

number 29 was all new. Popular Brit
ish Midlands businessman J""E
Cooper bought it following the 0

lapse of the Nimrod project, and it!%

shortly to be replaced by the ne¥
model. Using the splendid (but 0ve™
weight) Lagonda 53d0cc V8 engin®
the Nimrods didn't put on a partict”
larly good show: number l’)‘hf"k".l.u
gearbox and retired at hall distane
number 28 never gat any higher tha"
16th place, and only number 22 Ffl’
formed honourably, finishing in X

place, 53 laps behind the winners:
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LOLA

15. KALAGIAN ARDISANA/LOLA T800-CHEY-
ROLET (John Kalogion/John Lloyd s
John Mills)

11th in qualifying, DNF roce

45. CONTE RACING/LOLA TA00-CHEVROLET
(lohn Morton /Bob  Lobenberg / Tony

Garcia)

10th in qualifying, Tith in race

67. BF GOODRICH/LOLA T616-MAZDA (Jlim
Bushy / Boy Hayje / Rick Knoop)

17th in qualifying, DNF roce .

68. BF GOODRICH/LOLA T616-MAZDA (Pete
Halsmer / Dieter Quester / Ron Grable)
28th in qualifying, 17th in race

Number 15 (T600/4) is the ex-JLP
Racing Lola of the now notorious
John Paul Snr, using a 5-litre Chevy
V& prepared by Lozano Bros and fiti-
ed with modified bodywork includ-
ngashortarrow-head noseandacut-
down rear engine cover to clear the
exhaust pipes mounted above the
block, finished off with a March-
nspired rear wing, Number 45
(T600/11) by contrast was in original
Lola trim, using a -prepared 3-
litre Cheyy Alongside this heavy and

already outdated GTP cars the brand
new little“700 kilos class™ G TPs buily
for the American tyre manufacturer.
Nurnhs:rs67fT()]f)/l]:mLE\’\HtTﬁlﬁ.f}l
plus the team spare (T616/3) are
developments of the Cosworth-
engined T610seen at Le Mans in 1982
and 1983 but now fitted with the rac-
ing Mazda rotary engine (capacity
equivalent to 1308cc) which pro-
duces 300 horsepower. Built on a
mixed aluminium honeycomb and
carbon fibre .monocaque, and pre-
pared by California entrant Jim
Busby (who raced in Europe back in
1973), they were being driven by
some well-known personalities inc-
luding former European touring car
champion Dieter Quester.

The T600 number 15 retired in the
2nd hour after it had gone off the
road, and number 45 finished lith
alter endless troubles, including a
clutch change. The T6l6s on the
other hand were a big surprise: num-
ber 67 retired in the |7th hour with
engine failure after lying o solid 3rd
for three hours after half distance,
and number 68 had been as high as
Sth place when a series ol minor
problems dropped it back toan even-
tal 17th,

ARGO

63. RGP 500 RACINGYARGO IMI6-MAZDA
(Jim Downing / John Maffucci / Whitney
Ganz)

29th in qualifying, 9th in race

Based in Griston, Suffolk, England,
Anglia Cars firstcameto prominence
five years ago with an F3 car, the
Argo, from the pen of the expe-
rienced Swiss designer Jo Marquart
Like the Lola Tél6, the JMI6 is
intended to meet the requirements of
the new IMS A 700 kilo class, and also
uses the 3B twin-rotor 1308cc Mazda
rotary engine producing 300 horse-

power. Raced at Daylona by Iwo
Americans who had competed with
Mazda RX7 equipment in the GTL
class of last year's IMSA champion-
ship, the Argo was to have been co-
driven by 1982 IMSA champion John
Paul Jnr, but he was unable 1o race
because he was undergoing a bone
grafl to the leg which he injured ina
qualifving accident at Indianapolis
last year. Paul was replaced atthe last
minute by former Atlantic racer
Whitney Ganz. Further “endurance™
Argos planned for the future include
a pair of turbo Buick V6-engincd
chassis and two Argo-Cosworth V8s
Number 63 finished 9th at Daytoni.

SAUBER-BMW

18. FOMFOR RACING SAUBER C7-BMW
(“Fomfor* # Albert Noon 7  Willy
Valiente)

25th in qualifying, 22th in race

Only one of the BMW-engined Swiss
Sauber C7s has been completed, and
this is the same car that finished 9th
at Le Mans lastyear. Fitted witha3.5-
litre straight-six BMW M| engin
is now entered in GTP by a Salvado-

ran driver racing under a pseudo-
nym. Having lost most of its body-
work early on Saturday night, it went
on to finish 22nd

GPI'S CHOICE

Out of i total of 82 cars which started
the Dayiona 24 hours, 28 were in the
GTP or GTX (Group C/Group 5)
class, 32 in GTO (GTs over 2800ck)
and 22 in GTU (GTs under 2800cc)
In order to complete this “Cockpit™
feature we have selected three additi-
onal entries. First is the Ferrari
512BB (race number 97) which com-
peted at Sebring last year, (a) because
ithas all themagic of the marque, and
(b) because the French drivers Bob

Wollek and Claude Ballot-Lena
agreed to qualify it (the former in
exchange for $500 in five laps!) at the
request of the Shelton brothers,
Second is the Porsche 9285 (race
number 92, in recognition of its
veteran British drivers Richard Alt-
wood and V Iford, both of whom
originally retired from racing at the
end of the glorious S4itre era in the
early 70s. Finally we liked the little
Pontiac Fiero, number 84, because -
most unusual fora production Ame-
ricun-built car - it has a rear engine.
Of the three, only the Porsche com-
pleted the race, in 15th plice.
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PARIS-ALGER-DAKAR

THE DESERT
OUTFOXED

T FIRST, YOU ONLY SEE A TINY POINT VIBRATING ON THE HORI-
ZON. SLOWLY IT GROWS, LIKE A PUPIL DILATING. THEN THE NOISE
COMES, MAGNIFICENT, ROLLING ACROSS THE DESERT WASTES OF STONE AND SAND.
FINALLY, THE DUST CLOUD RISES UP, COMET-LIKE, FED BY A JET OF YELLOW-
GREY SAND SPITTING FROM BENEATH THE REAR WHEELS. AS THE CAR BEARS DOWN
ON ME, THE SOUND OF DOWN-SHIFTING IS AS RASPY AS MY THROAT.

by Jean-Yves Montagu.




A Porsche and a
typical village, A
nice picture that
shows the clash of
two very different
cultures.

(photo:
Reinhard Klein)

Jlﬁ‘d“f lekos Rothmans-Porsche lurched
slightly sideways. This way each wheel in
furn could gently “roll* through a depres-
sion. We were somewhere between Nia-
mey ond Ouagadougou. The Tenere des-
ert, home to anly wind and silence, was
behind us. The Porsche disqppeured: pur-
l’:ﬁd by a shower of gravel. And we were
2l once more fo quietly wait.
!mUQ"“‘lE the distance fram Paris to Lyon, but
in special stages - hundreds of kilometres,
rough and wild, where motorcycles, cars
ond frucks moke the same impression as
would airplanes in a shoot-em-up western,
Try and feel the infinite distance between
the stars and the scorched earth. In your
minds eye, knights are ensconced with their
engines in tubular chassis on four-wheel
drive. Hurtling into the face of hostile ele-
ments, events in Europe dim to the merest of
whispers. Already far behind are the gaudy
banners and fefishes of civilized commerce.
All that remains is the chollenge of man
agaoinst steel.
This year, the Rothmans team brought on
:hew latest addition: the 4wd Porsche 911
Special.” On returning from 8,000 km of
test drives with itin the Sahara, René Metge
declared, “The car sticks fo the ground, butis
fingertip light to handle. The difference bet-
ween this and my 1983 Range Rover is the
same as befween a fruck and a sedan. The
only drawback is visibility, since in the desert
the higher up you sitthe easier itis o anticip-
afe obsfacles. In any event, the mechanicol
possibiliies of this vehicle are so good that
I'm optimishe.” And with goed reason. As of
the third African leg, Metge's Porsche took
the lead and stayed in front of the relly all
the way to Dakar.
René Metge, 42 years old, curiously
resembles an old lion. In 1973, he was
Patrick Tambay’s team mate, driving For-
mule Renault - the crucible of French
motorsport. Also in the ranks that year,
besides Tambay, were René Amoux and
Didier Pironi. A graduate of the Gordini
series, Metge made his mark in spite of
tough competition. To the extent that EIf, his
sponsor, asked him fo go along with Tam-
bay into F2. But René had just setup a part-
nership in opening a garage. He wos faced
with the choice of giving his all to competi-
fion, or pursuing a career as an enlightened
amateur. He chose the second. And the
French Saleon Cor Champicnships have
never had couse to regret it. Three times
French champion, driving a Triumph Dolo-
mite, then o Rover, earned him Ihe_ h{:nour
of being called one of the best specialists on
the French circuifs. In addition, he was
asked on occasion to lend a hond in
England with the Rover team, at Brands
Hatch and Silverstone, Yet, this is only one
facet of };ls talents. o e
s first competiion app
rf‘:i?: was in 1‘?";‘7, during ;hEL mj'iden
idian-Nice Rally orgonised by Jean-
2:23:]0; ;imand‘yHe Enished 9th. From
then on he was qucmmed.by the dark con-
linent. When Thierry Sabine launched the
Paris-Dakar,in 1‘}'79,Me!?e wasatthe starf-
ing line in the company of some ofhis gara-
a5 customers. But things fell apart at

Tomanrasset, leaving René to drive the Peu-

geot 504 stationwagon belonging to the
medical service. The following year, he was
back, this time in the driver’s seat of a 4wd
three-axle Leyland Marathon, a 26-ton
lorry. This was a memorable run with the
Algerians of Sonacome. The year after, he
went salo in a Range Rover. Finally, in 1981,
he and his Rover won - a victory in part due
to good luck. At Timbukty, 2 hours before
the start of the day’s run, the mechanics dis-
covered that the reduction box drive was
shot. The news quickly spread through the
rally and oll the Range Rover enthusiasts
came running to lend o hand. Then a
second miracle happened. Due to a fuel
truck that was not in position, organiser
Thierry Sabine had to delay the start by an
hour. Just the time needed to finish repairs
and carry out some quick tests. “Credit for
the victory also goes fo my crew who, affer
each stage, had fo overhaul the gearbox.”
In 1982, during the next to the last stage
20 km from Lougo, Senegal, the Range Rover

THE TENERE DESERT,
HOMETO ONLY WIND AND

gave up the ghost. A connecting rod had
sliced through the engine block. And that
was it. In 1983, having placed 3rd on arrival
in Dakar, he was disqualified for anonregu-
lation axle. René was furious, since he felt
this was unfair. Indeed, mechanical canni-
balisation is a solution widely employed on
the Paris-Dakar, especiolly by the factory
teams and the big clubs.
At that point, René Melge announced he
would never drive again on the African
classic in which he had so long been aparti-
cipant. Two months later, he got a letter
from Jocky Ickx asking him if he was still
determined to spurn the rally. The missive
closed on these words: “Only a mule never
changes ifs mind.*
René was smiling ogain. Soon thereafter,
Jacky told René Metge about his plans to
put together, with Rothmans, a 4wd Porsche
team. René was now in seventh heaven.
From then on, things went very quickly.
There were three new cars, the third driven
by Kusmaul, who was Porsche’s technical
advisor on the 4wd project. His co-driver
was Lienert, chief mechanic ot Porsche.
Jacky Ickx paired up with Cloude Brasseur,
the well-known French TV and film actor,
René Metge chose Dominique Lemoyne as
his navigator-mechanic, someone he had
already known for 12 years, He had run in
every car René had driven on the Paris-
Daokar, and had already competed as a co-
driver on the event.
To back up the two-car Rothmans team,
Metge immediately contacted MAN, with
whom he had just won the Le Mans 24-hour
truck endurance race. MAN took up the
offer and agreed to send an Bwd four-axle
340 bhp truck (the same one that is used to
transpart Pershing missiles) and a 4wd 240
bhp service vehicle. For the 4wd, René
asked his friend Thierry Reverchon to drive,
thinking of his experience in the Sahara,
and for the Bwd, Jean-Claude Avoyne.
E—
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They look mild enough, but cows
are a real menace to
competitors. René Metge knows:
he once hit one at a good

100 mph...
(photo: DPPI)
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The previous year, Avoyne had directed
Metge’s service crew, driving first a Leylond
Marathon, then o MAN éwd three-axle
lorry. About 80 km from Nara, Mauritania,
Jacky Ickx's Mercedes “G Wagen,” leader
of the rally, was stopped with a busted axle.
In spite of the rivalry between Mercedes
and Ronge Rover, Avoyne, with Metge’s
blessings, pulled up and hauled out his
welding gear. This gesture permitted the
Belgian champion to go on and win the
rally. It is a story that has enfered into the
legend of Paris-Dakar.

The backbiters will confinue to cast asper-
sions on Jacky lcks’s victory. Indeed, the
rally itself is suspected of irregularities
among the sportsmen. And in spite of him-
self, René has been castin the role of martyr.
But the noble gesture of Jacky Ickx, in a
single blow, freed René Metge from his self-
imposed exile ond greatly reinforced the
potential of the Rothmans Porsche team. By
paying back Renés favour in the heart of
Mauritanio, Jacky revealed his sensitivity as
well as intelligence.

... TO TAKE MECHANICAL
AND HUMAN ENDURANCE
TO THE ABSOLUTE LIMIT.

For several years now, af the end of each
season, Jacky Ickx would establish himself in
winter quorters somewhere between Poris
and Dakar. The chorm of the desen, a taste
for adventure and a need for reflection
ore all good reasons fo get away from the
hustle and bustle of racing. And os his
friend Cloude Brasseur can tell you, Jacky
Ickx is @ man whose enthusiasm rubs off on
others, Even to the point where his stories of
Faris-Dakar finally led him to propose to
Rothmans and Porsche what they had been
thinking about already - send the 4wd
Porsche 911 onto the African routes.

A project that took form as a chollenge.
Becouse a Porsche 911 was never designed
to go bouncing along, careening down the
rocky roads of black Africa. The men from
Stuttgart and Rothmans took up the gaunt-
let. And Ickx threw himself into the project
more passionately thon perhaps into any
ather endeavour of hislong career. Cloude,
meanwhile, so as not be left standing, setto
sweating 18 kg off his paunch.

By the way, concerning the famous French
actor Claude Brasseur, of the hordes of
stars of all walks who go on the Paris-Dakar,
there are those who are talked about
before the rally. And there are those who
are talked about before - and after - the
event. Obviously, Claude is in the second

cuh:gary.
On the strength of tests carried out in Alge-
ria, Rothmans-Porsche was considered the
favourite to win the Sixth Paris-Dokar. A
situation. But Porsche’s advantage is
not only the speed of the 4wd 911. The Paris-
Dakar is above dll else o team effort, based
on faith and mutual self-confidence, When
somewhere near In Saloh and Tamanras:
set, René Metge refused to believe it with
the obsfinacy of the doubting Apostle Tho-
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mas. “For me, he's still in the rally. It's only an
electrical fault, I'm sure that everything has
not yet been fried fo bring him back.” In the
face of a journalist who was surprised at
this blind foith, Metge offered the superb
reply, “Since ['ve known Jacky, I've come to
believe in miracles.”
Nevertheless, Thierry Sabine hod landedin
his helicopter next 1o the stricken Porsche.
And it was he who had given out the word
on the retirement. Bul that stll wasn't
enough to shoke Metge out of his certainty.
As night fell over Tomonrasset, he stood
waiting - and, more importontly, listening.
Suddenly, he jumped up and cried out fo a
journalist, “Here's your scoop!” He had
recognised in the distonce the sound of
Jacky Ickxs Porsche. His eyes shone with o
consummate joy, and he was near drunk
with safisfaction. It was the pleasure of a
child who hos been right to believe in
dreams. Indeed, the problem had been in
the wiring loom. The camp seftled down for
the night, eleciric generators chugging in
the background, and o cold wind blew in
from Hoggor.
On the Paris-Dokar, everyone shores the
some lot. Hot, sometimes blisteringly so;
cold, sometimes very cold; plus fatigue,
anguish, joy, comradeship - and even occa-
sionolly the sordidness that goes with the
law of the jungle. Suchis the Africon way of
life on the route to Dokor. At first light, after
having spent the night in o sleeping bag
jommed between two rocks or on a spit of
sand, you join Africa Tours, the company
that assembles the contestonts around their
rolling cookhouse. Fifty-five tons of victuals,
loaded in Paris aboard Mercedes lorries,
follow the rally. At their wheels, Africa- and
lorry-lovers drive daily stints of 20 to 24
hours. At the some time as breckfost, you
receive the doy's rations in a motorcycle-
man’s bockpock. A team of medics leaves fo
toke up their posifions.
Then comes the day's briefing. It is not yet
07:00. Thierry Sobine gives final details on
the upcoming stoge and makes last minute
recommendations. Finally, the cortége gets
going in coravan foshion to take up posi-
tions of the storfing line. The sun peaks over
the horizon, zebraing the desert in reddish
hues. Its like o fountoinhead pouring forth,
the water is tainted, pertending the
dangers of the doy's run.
The moment the starter gives the signal,
lors begin ficking off points in the
road book like it was some interminable
litany. But a Paris-Dakor road book is noth-
ing I'ni':a its opposite number at Monte Carlo.
Qut in the desert, the main route is offen
par U“Pi«{ by a number of sideraads, ond
choosing is a matter of intuition, experi-
ence, and obstacles on the course. Eyeball
driving is the rule and one is expecied 1o
anficipate hozords, This way, one can
gently roll over holes or find the hard spols
in the sand. It is also recommended fo fre-
quently use your compass, especially when
I;:y-:\g r.;‘vi lage.
ris-Dokar requires thorough "
tion. After all, it tokes three mﬂka."rr:f:nrg.
ther thing, it s never the loner who wins, but
the team and even more so the fegm spirit.
Because for 20 days your only pleasure s fo

Jrom its sticky
(photo: 1)
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As a test of speed, the
Pnri-s».l’)nkur also shows
dvligh(.fm'h slow pace nflx)fl.fw_,
dailv life. rican
(photo: DPPI)




Nobody took any
notice of Guy
Colsoul’s Opel
Manta at the start.
“Only two wheel
drive, y'know.” But
he came through
to finish 4rd.

(photo:
Reinhard Klein)

{UTEJ_F_‘ ahead in order to survive with your
nﬂvlgmgr-mechuni:. He's your alter ego
Gw:ﬂ sz‘l;griegzg‘;fksure rhat')fou know him
bt s 12 \nq on this udyc:nlure.
« traps abound = both physical and
psychological, For example, when the
enlightened idea of going around an obs-
tacle comes to mind, remember: (1) youmay
reason that the detour you're taking must
inevitably rejoin the main road, (2) although
on the map the main road oppears to carry
straight on, maybe after the obstacle if
bends_ away from you, and (3) this could
result in fragic consequences,
Exp_erlr--ncf: is your best guide, but you must
e in excellent physical condition too, since
Paris-Dakar demands an unshakeable will,
nerves of steel, and a very keen sense of
gqod sportsmanship. Fear, anguish, and
disclourugemem constantly dog your heels.
Their symptoms are classic. First, your physi-
cal stamina begins fo wane; your reflexes
are no longer as quick and a state of gen-
eral weakness is accompanied by a dull
sensation of pain. You start to feel as if pos-
sessed by an evil spirit - you're inexorably
being pulled down.
If there are a number of French army offic-
ers competing on the Paris-Dakar, if's
because they know that in certain ways it's
like a forced march. The gaping jaws of fire
and wind of the Sahara devour men and
machines alike. The course is atrail of tears,
a broken line of lonely rocks and sand, the
purpose of which s to destroy you. The only
way to get through it is by repeating to
yourself over and over that others are
worse off. And above all, don't forget the
re's no turning back. You must fight on, test
ing your personal as well as technical prow-
ess. But remember, if the machine can fail,
the man must never falter.

It all adds up to a justification for talking
about battle plans, because the enemy is
everywhere. In the king pin support
assembly, in a sand drift where you could
dangerously slide, or in an outcropping of
rock that blocks you off, forcing you fo pro-
ceed at a snails pace.

So go to itl Read up, listen to advice, and
take fime to talk with the old hands. And be
resourceful, because youre more than
likely to end up in the shit. And think pf other
guys who cut up bits of tyres fo stick bet-
ween the leaves of a broken suspension,
anything to make it into comp. Figure out
how you're geing to tie down your engine
when the mounting points hove broken up.
Toke o lesson from Maurelec who
fashioned a clutch plate out of sheet metal
to get across the Tenere, or Koro who
reshaped the gear teeth on his starfer with
a file o get out of the same desert...
There's nothing like the deserf to Sh(lrpi-ﬁrl
your ingenuity. But what's sporting qbour_n_?
For the majority of the Pa_ns-Dukur partici-
pants, its the promise of wind, the great out-
doors, and a fantostic voyage. It is the
Siren's song, which tempts one fo take
mechanical and human endurance to the
absolute limit. If's restlessness with our
times. It seems there is no price too high,
no sacrifice too great qu people whu want
to experience something which in fact

cannot be bought. In sheort, Paris-Dakar
is the all-overpowering equaliser.

When we told Laleu, Durce, and Venturini
(winners of the Sixth Paris-Dakar in the truck
class, driving a restored 1936 Mercedes AK
dwel) that they were in the lead overall, they
told us fo shut up because they were in the
process of making a difficult weld on a Mer-
cedes, which they were busy servicing.
Indeed, these men handled the servicing of
the Mercedes entrants throughout the rally.
In addition, Mercedes supplied more than
10 tans of spare part to various crews. The
second Mercedes service truck was driven
by a man named Martinez. And at the end
of each stage his hands were a bloody
mess. It so happened that the manager of
the Mercedes service team falked about
giving up. Martinez took a look at his hands,
a weird laugh hissing between his teeth. At
the finish line in Dakar, Colsoul, who placed
4th with his Opel Manta, declared, “When |
caughtsightof the ocean, [ starfed o cry. You
can'timagine what I went through to make if
this far.”

On the last straight before the finish line on
the beach, René Metge caught a glimpse of
Jacky Ickxs headlights behind him. Instincti-
vely, he lifted his foot off the gas in order to
let the other Porsche catch up. Ever since
the Tenere, Jacky had been carrying spare
parts for his team mate... René so much
wanted to enter Dakar with Jacky at his
side. He owed Jacky this victory. Through-
out the rally they had shared everything,
and that was why René wished to share this
penultimate honour with his friend.

For René, Jacky was the author of Roth-
mans-Porsche’s victory on the Paris-Dakar.
But Jacky lckx, after passing René, imme-
diately pulled over to the left fo let the 911 of
Metge and Lemoine go by. René refused.
Colsoul appeared, ready to take advan-
tage of the Porsche drivers' hesitation. At
that instant, René surged ahead, breaking
away to the beach and the finish. Over-
head, in the helicopter of the French televi
sion network, the cameraman took a long
travelling shot of the seaside. While below
the dancing crowd's thundering applause
rolled out over the waves, =

1", METGE-LEMOYNE, Porsche 911, penalty time:
T6h 58mn 555 - 2. ZANIROLI-DA SILVA, Range
Rover, + 2h 18 mn 215 - 3. COWAN-SYER, Mitsu-
bishi Pajero, -+ 3h 28mn 09s - 4. COLSOUL-
LOPES, Opel Manta 400, + 4h 50 mn 465 - 5.
MARREAU-MARREAU, Prota Focom 4x4, + 5h
32mn49s - 6.ICKX-BRASSEUR, Porsche 911, + 5h
57mn 10s - 7. RIGAL-FOURTICQ, Mitsubishi
Pajero, + Bh 03mn 005 - B. LACAZE-BOUILLE,
Citroén Visa, + 10h 24 mn Ofs - 9. PLANSON-
PLANSON, Mercedes 280 GE, -+ 11h 27 mn 37 s -
10. FOUGEROUSE-BRAQUET, Toyota FJ 60, + 13h
18 mn 07 s - 11. GABREAU-GABBAY, Range Rover,
+13h 55 mn 125 - 12. THOMASSE-YVER, Mercedes
280 GE, + 14 h 06 mn 105 - 13. SEZALORY-NEVEU,
Mercedes Proto Koro, + 14h 21mn 01s - 4.
TEZEKJIAN-DUVIOLS, Mercedes Proto Koro, + 15 h
39mn 21 - 15. ARNOUX-BODET, Buggy Arnaux,
+15h 45mn 015 - 16. MAITROT-DELANNOY, Mit-
subishi Pajero, + 16 h 56 mn 225
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DILUTED NECTAR?

Gentlemen:

It was with dismay that I read of
the change in format of Grand
Prix International. | am a fanati-
cal Formula 1 follower and have
relied on your magazine for all
the information and flavour of
continental races. ard my
collection of GPl back copiesasa
unique history on which I look
back with great pleasure.

In the past I have endured many
a price rise and complications in
delivery, sometimes travelling
up to 100 miles to get my copy. [
have always purchased the
somewhat inferior weekly publi-
cations in order to keep up with
the junior formulae, but 1 have
no intererst in the Endurance or
Rally scene, and certainly not in
the pathetic American events.
Until recently I thought 1 was
unique in this respect, but since
this “revolution™ | now realise
that all ol the maie. <port-mind

23 )
DER RALLYESPORT 83/
84

Reinhard  Klein & Claus-Peter
Andorka

Publisher: Druckhaus Rudolf Miller

Houpstrasse 353, 5000 Cologne 90,
W Germany

Price: App S 30

Despite the withdrawal of the
English language edition, this
remains the most desirable rally
annual. It is worth the price for
the wonderful photography
alone, the work of Reinhard
Klein. The German text covers
the European and German
championships as well as the
world championship, and there
are stories about the Lancia 037
and the aborted Ford Escort
1700T project. World champion
Hannu Mikkola is profiled and
there is an interview with Walter
Rahrl, Also of interestisthe very
artistic photo coverage of the
1983 Paris-Dakar.

Three ), withoutany hesitation,

100

ed people | know share my disin-
terest.

Part of the attraction of Formula
lis the very fact that it is soexclu-
sive. I think that it deserves an
exclusive magazine to report on
the happenings, the people and
the cars. | would even stand ano-
ther price rise. But to dilute the
photographicand literary nectar,
as you propose to do, is no less
than sacrilege.

Yours faithfully,

Philip Clarke

Jedburgh, Roxburghshire

Dear (Ex?) Reader

When a magazine has the quali-
ties which make it an intrinsic
part of its readers’ lives, any
change of format is automati-
cally regarded as a betrayal. We
don’t intend 1o hide the fact that
Grand Prix International’s new
approach has been the subject of
some lively editorial discussions
both in London and Paris; nor
are you the only reader to have
written in protest

2)
WORLD OF RALLYING

Martin
Holmes
David Sutton Publications Lid
Burchetts Place, Burchette Green,
Berkshire, England.
Price: £9
Printed in English and quite
good value, Holmes' book
nevertheless isn't in the same
class as Der Rallyesport due to
the sparseness ol the illustra-
tions and the almost complete
lack of colour. There’s more
meat in the text, including a
WRC round-up, an assessment
by Réhrl of all the cars with
which he’s competed, a Lancia
037 story and a day in the life of
the works Audi team. There are
biographies of all the FIA class
“A” drivers, results of all the
European championship events,
ele. This year Audi has taken
over as the book’s “lairy godmo-
_lltxcr" from Rothmans.

wo ) (NB: Rallycourse revi

in GPI 75) S tviow

Nevertheless, the overwhelming
impression here at GPI is that
almost all of the negative reac-
tions are the consequence of a
misunderstanding. As we have
announced, the “new look” GPI
will not be devoted exclusively
to Formula 1, and in future we
will be giving space to the Ihrce
FIA world chumpionsh:ps
(Endurance racing and rallies in
addition to F1) as well as to the
North American IMSA and
Indy-car events.

There is, however, absolutely no
intention of sacrificing any of the
quality or space 1o these other
forms of racing. You may be inte-
rested to know that we will, in
fact, be devoting even more
pages to F1 this year than we did
in 1983. Obviously the space will

not be as proportionate in every

issue, because it depends on the

events that we will be reporting,

but a look at this first “new” GPI

will show you that although the

MontzCarlo Rally and Daytona

3

MARLBORO

PRIX GUIDE
1950-83

Jucques Deschenaux
Price: App §18

'fI‘n sum up, this bog
or the historically-mj
enthusiast who has lhescncriglc)l'clg
l(ackduwuucopylnl‘snolwiduly
circulated except among journa-
lists). No text book, the Guide
sets down the bare bones of
cvery one of the 388 Gps which
make up the F] history of th
world chanlpionship over 3:
years, One Tegretas faras drivers,
makes and engineg are con-
cerned is that only those (hat
nc(lutllly scored points ((;r cul':
peted in 1983) get a ment 3
there’s nothing (o be I::Latll-nlg; ‘fso
example, about the Tikm. Ulr'
Moises Solang or the long s .
vanished Amon cara Nnce
year, perhaps? Sy

ok i§ essential

24 Hours race are our lead stg-
ries, there is plenty of FI cover-
age, including a “scoop” prolile
on an exciting new driver.

For very practical reasons, too,
we will be able to have a better
and more reliable distribution
(even in Scotland, we hope!) by
becoming a regular fortnightly
You’ll get the news more quickly,
and even better features includ-
ing some tests of current F]
machinery by Derek Bell.

We love Fl, too, albeit not to the
same fanatical extent that you
appear to do. This is why we
don’tsee the other forms of com-
petition constituting a threat to
the high standards of photo-
graphy and writing that we have
set for ourselves.

Please give the new GPlachance
to prove itself before you pass
final judgment. We think it will
still be worth travelling 100 miles
to pick up a copy.

All the best,
The Editors.

AUTOMOBILE YEAR
Editions 24 heures

39 avenue de la Gare,

CH-1003 Lausanne, Switzerland
Price: App § 24

mobile Year is not what it once
was. The layout is dismal, the
cover drawing undistinguished
and the photography mostly in
black and white, while the racing
coverage has been cut down.
What remains are general
articles on the more interesting
production cars, a full results
section and a handful of fine
colour shots sprinkled through
the pages. Collectors Wwill
obviously go for this one, bul}l
isn’tin the same class as the 30
memorable previous aditions of
what used to be a classic publica-
tion.

One 3, could do better.

THE MILD CIGARETTE

GAarianER LiiTes

Enjoy Silk Cut.
The international choice in mild cigarettes.




THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO F

ond each drive
plus plenty of st
Grand Pr

field day. Sweden receives
frozen roce-courses, Also 32 ol

REPORTS. Three pecicls
by Keith Botsford, Cyril Frey
and Didier Braillon. F1, Rally
and IMSA. 18 pages more.

March 1in
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IMSA MIAMI GRAND
PRIX

Miami Motorsports Inc.

24 MARCH 1984

IMSA SEBRING
12-HOURS

Sebring International Raceway
PO Box Sebring, Florida

. day, 11:00-23:00,
1l Admission: $
5,5 30,th

and balcony
90 according

Invitation to live a legend.

A name, More than anything else the name of a man whose
genius and passion have made it the symbol of technology and
beauty today. The mastery of material and design that allows us
10 say Art and Automobile in the same breath.

A team of desig and 1ated wnth:un's
have d ped a line of new p
o ding in style and 3

Ferrari watches.
The new Ferrari waiches present an ensemble of exclusive
that have re d the world of relaxed,

sporty Elegant, exclu-
sive “Formula grey” lining.

o City line:
Waterproof leather wristband. Also in solid gold with leather
wristband.

@ Marine line:
fiedbyits

material, and its off-center red and yellow interlinks.

« Sport line:

Formula grey steel wristband with gold-plated interlinks,

Also in solid gold case with solid gold wristband.

A palette of innovative dial faces gives the Ferrari watch its
sporty, thoroughbred stamp.

All q ar ight1o30m

(3 ATU).

ikl t Inspired by the history of the forms and colors of the brand in all
::nomhly Josf:ey Uree e the Ferrari Formula creations.
Long live the legend!
- — R —




Wherever excellence is a way of life, the swing 12 to Rothmans King Size!
Rothmans extra length, finer filter and the best tobaccos money can buy
give you true King Size flavour. Rothmans King Size really satisfies.

THE GREATEST NAME IN CIGARETTES




