he 1997 Flying Legends
T is here! Now carrying a
heavy card cover and the
finest 170gsm stock within. 14
stunning John Dibbs images
feature classic fighting aircraft
of the Second World War
including the Zero, Spitfire V,
Mel09G-2, Skyraider, P-51,
Hawker Hind, P-40 and P-38
Lightning.
Each month carries an easy to
use datepad, an archive still
and detailed notes and quotes
from pilots of the era. All this
plus European purchasers
receive a years free 'Flying
Legends' Membership, an
enthusiasts club providing
2 newsletters a year and
exclusive members benefits.
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Dimensions: B 2

Official Distributor Aus & NZ: Aviation Collectables
Freecall:- NZ 0800 442 747/Aus 1-800 623 044

Calendar
19:5 x4 3.5%
(19.5" x 27" when open)

The Perfect Gifts
For The Aviation Enthusiast !!

FLYING LEGENDS
BOOK

£2500%
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£1199*
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Flying Legends are proud to

Name —
announce the publication of the
ultimate photographic book on Addrert
WWII combat aircraft. Over
250 of John Dibbs’ classic air- Country dec N - ol TelNb

to-air studies are featured in this stunning and

Book - Price Each | [ QuantityReqd | [ Total Value
unique collection. Designed in a landscape format, each shot has a o I T ‘ | [2
i1t 3 1 1 P 1< 3 ’ 1 Europe £25.00 + £8 P&P=£33 | | .l
page to itself, ensuring no image is lost down the spine. To Sl B k]
compliment these beautiful images we have sourced over 60 of the S ) [ ety han =
rarest and finest archive stills from the war period, along with a [ux £1199 + £299 PaP=£1498 | | |
= C . = = | Europe £11.99 + £3.95 P&P=£15.94 | |
detailed text on each type featured as well as accompanying quotes i 1% Gaaovasairsy || [
from aces of the era. Over four years in the making, this timeless TOTAL
. : : s 1 s o
study features many photographic sorties flown for this title from e M I s B ep e e ]
F, F - Pi < .
the four corners of the globe. All the greats are here:- Lancaster, Tt el ey . -
4 s Enclose Ch fi My Card Number is pires b
Spitfires, Me109's, Grumman 'Cats, Mosquito, Zero, Hurricanes, | - st s AT | FITT]] u
| s ‘ ]

P-47's and the Dauntless . . Flying Legends - No one gets you closer.
German language version avialable through Schuck Publishing (Switzerland) Tel/Fax (41) 1 710 0513
**Only available through mail order™*

I My Switch Card Issue Number is ]

Signature (if paying by creditswitchcard) _ @ e cc e e ccccccccccccccce=-

Send To: Flying Legends Publishing, TFC/TPPC,
Imperial War Museum Duxford,
Cambs. CB2 4QR, England

FOR ENQUIRIES OR CREDIT/SWITCH CARD ORDERS

TEL: +44 (0)1582 833116 FAX: +44 (0)1582 834010

Airtields of SW England

World War Two saw the rapid development of airfields in the

southwest of England with roles ranging from training to long-

range maritime patrol.

Part One covers Avon, Somerset, Devon

and Cornwall.

WITHOUT DOUBT the biggest single contribution made by air
power operating from the airfields covered in this article was in
the maritime war against the German U-boat menace. The dark
days of 1941 and 1942 saw German submarines at the height of
their power and it was essential for the survival of Britain that
they be curbed — one of the best times to attack them was
during their transit through the Bay of Biscay en route to and
from their bases in France. Many of the airfields mentioned
below played a vital role in this work. Certain airfields were
home to fighter squadrons used in the defence of major cities
such as Plymouth, with its important naval facilities, and Bristol,
with its range of industries. With the build-up and preparation
for the D-Day invasion of June 1944 many airfields saw
heightened activity, including use by USAAF units.

The following gazetteer of airfields covers only those active
during World War Two (and it is

worth noting that many were in o i
use BEFORE their official
opening date). It is intended
only as a brief introduction to
the location and basic role(s) of
the airfield. Whilst a small
number, such as Yeovilton and
St Mawgan, are still active
military airfields and others,

such as Exeter, are thriving % ES LE TA’ 2
civilian airports, the vast
majority have returned to the
agricultural land from whence
they were constructed. Even
amongst these disused sites
there often exists evidence of
their former usage — a stretch
of runway, a building or two —
and many are well worth a visit
in order to try to visualise the
scenes of 50 years ago.

0 20 miles
e el

However, with a few exceptions, they are now on private land and if
you want to get a closer view than that available from a public road
then it is essential to get permission from the landowner. To help the
reader determine the location of the airfield, each entry listed includes a
map reference for use with a 50,000 scale Ordnance Survey map (such
as the Landranger series) which are easy to obtain from bookshops
and some newsagents. For those who are not sure how to plot the co-
ordinates there is an explanation on the side of the Landranger maps.
The major units listed for each airfield cover only those that stayed at
the location for a period of approximately 3 months or longer, the vast
majority of operational airfields had numerous short-term deployments,
many lasting no more than a few days, which it is impossible to cover in
this short summary.

The best single reference remains Action Stations 5 by Chris
Ashworth.
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1. BARNSTAPLE. (De)

(map 180 - SU505345)

A prewar private field that was
requisitioned in September
1939; Short Scions were used for
Army cc-operation work prior to
the airfield’s closure in summer

1940.

2. BOLT HEAD. (De)
(map - SX713373)
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Opened in 1941 as an FOB
(Forward Operating Base)
for fighter squadrons acting
as bomber escorts to France.
Semi-permanent facilities
were added in 1942,
including blister hangars and
two Sommerfeld track
runways. It was given
satellite status in April 1942
but was still being used as an

FOB by Exeter squadrons for
fighter escort and fighter
sweeps (Rhubarbs).
Intensive operations over
D-Day period. Reduced to
Care and Maintenance
(C&M) in April 1945 and
closed in 1947.

Major units: 16, 41, 133,
151, 234, 257, 263, 266, 275,
276, 310, 401, 402, 610Sqns.

3. CHARLTON
HORETHORNE. (So)

(map - ST643244)

Developed to be a ‘secret’
airfield for Exeter, it was
declared redundant by the RAF
before completion and when
opened in May 1942 was
allocated to RNAS Yeovilton.
Used by target aircraft for GCI
(Ground Controlled
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Interception) work. In January
1943 it was named HMS
Heron II. Fighter squadrons
deployed for GCI training
plus, late 1943, 780 Sqn was
established as a pilot refresher
unit with various aircraft. All
units had gone by April 1945
ready for the return of the
airfield to the RAF; subsequent
use was as an ammunition store
by 42 Group prior to closure in
1948.

Major units: 765, 780, 790,
794, 879, 884, 887, 893, 897
Sqns.

4. CHARMY DOWN. (Av)

(map - ST764700)

Opened November 1940 as
fighter satellite for Colerne;
various fighter, and bomber,
detachments used the airfield
in 1941-43. February 1943
saw the arrival of the Fighter
Leaders School (part of 52
OTU), although in
November the base was
transferred to the USAAF as
a Tactical Air Depot, as
Station 487. Returned to the
RAF in October 1944, it was
used by 23 GP as a flying
training satellite for South
Cerney.

Major units: 87, 88, 125,
263 Sqns, 1454 Flt, FLS, 3
(P) AFU, 15 (P) AFU.

Charlton Horethorne, October 10, 1944 (Ken Delve Collection)

5. CHIVENOR. (De)

(map 180 - 492344)

This ‘rebuild’ of the North
Devon Airport opened as RAF
Chivenor in October 1940 as
home to 3 (Coastal) OTU
(Operational Training Unit),
although this unit was replaced
the following July by 5 (C)
OTU. One of the most
dramatic events was the landing
at Chivenor in November 1941
of a lost Ju 88A-5 — which later
became EE205 with the RAF.
(The Editor’s mother was a
parachute packer at Chivenor
during this period and
remembers the incident!). April
1942 saw the base as an
operational anti-submarine
station within 19 Group and by
1944 it housed four Wellington
(Leigh Light) Squadrons for
intensive operations over the
Bay of Biscay. It continued as
an operational unit into the
postwar period.

Major units: 51, 59, 77, 172,
179, 235, 252, 272, 304, 404,
407, 547, 612 Sqns, 3 (C) OTU,
5(C)OTU.

6. CLEAVE. (Co)

(map 190 - S5205125)

Opened in February 1939 as a
summer camp for Anti-Aircraft
Co-operation Units; rapid
expansion included provision of a

catapult for Queen Bee aerial
targets. The base was taken over
by Fighter Command in June
1943 but remained in the AACU
role until closed in May 1945.
Major units: 1 AACU, 1602,
1603, 1604, 1618 Flts, 639 Sqn.

7. CULDROSE. (Co)
(map - SW675258)
Although the land was

with the Meteor. By December
1944 it was part of 23 GP
operating as a satellite for Stoke
Orchard with a detachment of
3 Glider Training School
(GTS). Reduced to C&M in
July 1945.

Major units: 66, 126, 131,
165, 302, 306, 312, 313, 316,
286, 587, 610, 616, 790, 3
GTS, 24 Naval Fighter Wing.

purchased in 1944 and work
commenced on RNAS Heston
(HMS Chough), it was not
actually commissioned into
service until 1947 (as RNAS
Culdrose/HMS Seahawk).

8. CULMHEAD. (So)

(map - ST208154)

Opened as Church Stanton in
August 1944 as an ELG
(Emergency Landing Ground)
and became virtual home to No
2 (Polish) Fighter Wing whose
task was convoy patrols. It was
replaced by various other fighter
units on rotation with the same
task, plus offensive sweeps into
Europe. The base became RAF
Culmhead in December 1943
and saw intensive operations
during the D-Day period. Its
remote location was also ideal
for 616 Sqn to conduct trials

9. DAVIDSTOW MOOR.
(Co)

(map - SX150850)

Opened in October 1942 with a
standard three-runway layout;
initial use was by American B-17s
in support of Operation Torch—
by bombing U-beat pens at St
Nazaire, along with other
American detachments and, from
December 1942, RAF units for
ASR (Air Sea Rescue) and ASW
(Anti-Submarine Warfare). By
spring 1943 it was fully
operational with 19 Gp for ASW
ops over the Bay of Biscay. The
arrival of strike Beaufighters led to
the formation of 154 (GR) Wing
for D-Day operations. Reduced
to C&M September 1944.

Major units: 53, 144, 172,
236, 269, 279, 280, 304, 404,
524, 547, 612 Sqns, 44th BG,
93rd BG.

BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS ﬁ;’;
™ 4 “Wings Of The Dawning”
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¥ Yihe Arthur Banks” wonderful account of the long-running battle
[AN\AIA{®E for the Indian Ocean. Fought over a huge area and with limited
ok - S resources, this is the story of the RAF Catalinas and other air-
craft which, together with the Royal Navy, were tasked with the
destruction of as much Axis shipping as possible — whilst still
protecting Allied surface shipping from the ever-present threat
of submarine action. Prolifically illustrated with photographs
and the author’s own sketches. £15.95 hardback.

------ “Koga’s Zero” W
The Fighter that changed World War Il. Jim Rearden records the
story of the Zero which was found upside down in an Alaskan
bog eight months after the US entered the war. It was recovered,
repaired and flown by the USAF, gaining much information on the
performance and limitations of the Zero. Information which was
to help end the dominance of the Zero as a fighter in the Pacific
theatre. Sixty-four photos and 124 pages, soft cover. £12.95.

wiies - onient| 4 “Wings To The Orient”
== g Stan Cohen - A history of the Pan |
American Clipper Planes 1935-1945. This is the definitive
pictorial history of the Sikorsky S-42, Martin M-130 and
S Boeing B-314 which flew the route from San Francisco
to Honolulu, Midway, Wake, Guam, Manila and then on

o »w_" to Hong Kong. Large format paperback. 224 pages and
e . 300 illustrations. £12.95.

“Top Secret Bird” P [

Wolfgang Spate. The highly acclaimed story of the first success-
ful rocket-powered fighter. Wolfgang Spate was Commander of
Operational Test Unit 16 (E-Kdo 16) which was tasked with the
development and testing of the Me 163. A fascinating story of
the race to make the fighter operational against the huge Allied
bomber forces. Large format hardback. 270 pages, 75 illustra-
tions. £16.95

“Target - Dresden” Alan Cooper’s well researched account of
the development of area bombing which was to lead to the
destruction of the East German city of Dresden. All aspects of
this controversial raid have been raised and new evidence presented which should
allow the reader to decide if the bombing was justified and if the resulting destruc-
tion was the result of cold calculation or a combination of factors. £14.95.

“Spitfire On My Tail” Ulrich Steinhilper’s enduring account of the development of
the Luftwaffe and of his part in the Battle of Britain. Now on its fifth reprint. £14.95.

Please add £2.50 post and packing for UK and £3.50 for surface mail to the rest of the world.
Airmail by request. We take all major credit cards.
PLEASE WRITE OR CALL FOR FREE CATALOGUE OF MILITARY AND AVIATION TITLES
All available by post from: Independent Books, 3 Leaves Green
Crescent, Keston, Bromley, BR2 6DN. United Kingdom.

Tel/Fax: (UK) 01959573360 (Fax during UK office hours please)

18, BUTTERMARKET, THAME,
OXFORDSHIRE, OX9 3EP.
Tel: (01844) 212572. Fax/24 hr. answerphone (01844) 260910

AVIATION PRINTS
Limited edition prints by:
* R. Taylor * N. Trudgian * G. Coulson *
* B. Perring * M. Rondot *

and other leading aviation artists.
* FREE STOCK LIST * PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME *
* CATALOGUE AVAILABLE £5.00 (Overseas £7.50) *
Catalogue price refundable with orders over £50.00.

* WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE *

Cheques & Postal Orders payable to The Barn Gallery.
We accept Access * Visa * Mastercard * Eurocard.

Air~Britain ,Z,\

Founded 1948

Department HN36, 36 Nursery Road,
Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 0JZ

WE ACCEPT CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER
- VISA or MASTERCARD
quote full name, number & expiry date

Branches in many parts of the UK

AIR-BRITAIN is the aviation society for both enthusiasts and historians. We produce four journals to suit particular interests and details
of these with membership rates are shown below. Over 3,600 current members worldwide. We also have many local branches providing

meetings, and addresses will be sent to you on joining.

AIR-BRITAIN NEWS. A monthly 100+ page news summary of current civil and military events including detailed information on new reg-

istrations, airline fleet changes, commercial news, aircraft deliveries,

business jets, and biz props. Worldwide coverage. Also UK display

diary & airfield reports. Our recognised quality monthly provides the up to date news you need to pursue your interest in aviation and

(from 1997) is presented in a perfect bound format.

AEROMILITARIA. A quarterly historical journal which digs into the more detailed and obscure aspects of military aviation history concen-
trating mainly on British & Commonwealth forces. Histories of aircraft types & airfields etc. ’

ARCHIVE. A quarterly historical journal similar to Aeromilitaria but which deals with civil aviation and features complete registers of

smaller countries and type surveys.

DIGEST. Our quarterly house journal which is our contract point between Council and members. It also contains articles of general interest
contributed by members. Colour covers. Numerous photographs. Book & photograph lists.

MEMBERSHIP RATES FOR 1997 ARE: AIR-BRITAIN books and monographs are available to
members at around 25% lower than retail prices. Each
Category year we produce a comprehensive register of the United
Kingdom, Airline Fleets, Business Jets and European
A: 12 News, 4 Digest............ registers. We also regularly produce Jet and Piston
B: 4 Aeromilitaria, 4 Digest gr:ﬁager:‘llriltmer pr(:\douutrt';or;l lists, plus RAF registers and
C: B Archive A Digest st MGl i i ek e
D,: 4 Aeromilitaria, 4 ;.A.rchi.ve, 4 l?lgest... ...£27.00 Join today for 1997 and you will be able to
E: 12 News, 4 Aeromilitaria, 4 DIgESt ............................... £32.00 buy books at members prices immediately_
F: 12 News, 4 Archive, 4 Digest .............ccccvirennnirrsencreecnene £32.00
. G: 12N , 4 A ilitaria, 4 ive, igest............. X ] A
87 Sqn parade with their night fighter Hurricanes at Charmy Down, April 1942. (Ken Delve Collection) — Sromilitaris, 4 Andive, § Digest g D Se0d Tor s memiersip bechupe
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MOSQUITO COAST

by Malcolm Kinnear, am ASAA.

Depicts de Havilland Mosquito Mk XVI MM 118 of 571 Squadron.
This was the personal aircraft of Fl Lt Ivor Broom and Fl Lt Tom
Broom. Together they completed 25 operations in this aircraft.

100 have been signed by the artist, Air Marshal Sir Ivor Broom,
Sqd Ldr T. Broom, Sqd Ldr L. Brandon, Wg Cdr N.A.J. Mackie,
Sqd Ldr C.E. Patterson, Gp Capt J.
Wg Cdr J. Singleton and Sqd Ldr R.G. Wadmrth

A limited edition of 500. Each print measures approx 27" x 20".
Printed on 300 gsm matt art board using fade resistant inks.

Numbers 1 - 100 Artist and Air Crew signed £ 59.95
Numbers 101 - 500 Artist signed £24.00
Special Collectors Edition £ 95.00

Postage FREE in the U.K. Overseas customers please pay by credit
card and we will add the exact air mail cost. Thank you.

Artistic Flight, Unit 125, Thorp Arch Estate,
Wetherby, West Yorkshire, England, LS23 7BJ.
Tel: 01937 845941 Fax: 01937 541237

We accept Access, Visa, Mastercard and Eurocard.

“Lightnings Live On!”
New book published by the

Lightning Preservation Group
Approx. 160 pages and 260 photos, many previously
unpublished. Initial print run 600 numbered copies at £16.95
(plus £2 p&p, UK only).
Order now for an ideal Clnistmas present.
Please send orders to Hugh Trevor, 66 Stoneage
Close, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO22 9QW.

Or telephone:

01243 827266

Cheques made payable fo Lightning Preservation Group.

25% of nett profits will be donated to the RAF Benevolent Fund.

EAST ANGLIA BOOKS

AVIATION BOOKS FOR THE: HISTORIAN — COLLECTOR - ENTHUSIAST
AMERICAN FIGHTER ACES ALBUM; 1,442 of America's finest fir pilots, huge hdbk, 543pp, photcs ...£67.95
SNETTERTON FALCONS; Hdbk, 96TH Bomb Group based Snetterton Heath, Norfolk, B-17s, Dec .. ...tba
92nd BOMB GROUP HISTORY No further details at present - coming soon! ............ .tha
458th BOMB GROUP; Flew B-24s from Horsham St. Faith. Hdbk by George Reynoids, Bspp tholos £2795
TEDS TRAVELLING CIRCUS; 93rd Bomb Group (H) 1942-45 by Carroll Stewart. Hdbk, 582pp, b/w photos .£49.95
RINGMASTERS; 491st Bomb Group (H). 8th AF, flew B-24s, Metfield/Nth Pickenham. Hdbk, 304pp........£46.50
ROLL CALL; THUD; Photo record of the Republic F-105 Thunderchief. Hdbk, over 700 cir & b/w photos..£49.95
AMAZING GOONEY BIRD; Saga of the legendary DC-3/C-47. Hdbk, 176pp, over 200 b/w photos .......... £39.95
NOT ALL GLORY:; True accounts of RAF Airmen taken prisoner in Europe 1939-45. Hdbk, 288pp, illus ..£16.99
THE HARRIER STORY; P Davies/A Thomborough. Comprehensive history of this remarkable actt. Hdbk ..£30.00
AMERICA'S FIGHTING RAILROADS; WWI! Pictorial History by don De Nevi. Sftbk, 140pp, b/w photos ...£9.95
FOUR CAME HOME; Gripping story of the survivors of Jimmy Doolittle’s two lost crews. Sftbk ............. £10.95
MORE SILVER WINGS, PINKS & GREENS; Expanded Study of USAS, USAAC, USAAF Uniforms etc.. £59.95
AIRFIELDS IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR; Series includes Norfolk, Suffolk, Sussex and new
titles on Essex (£11.95), Lincoinshire (£11.95) and Hampshire (£9.95). Al sftbk, illus.................£7.95 to £11.95
ROBERT TAYLOR; Air Combat Paintings Vol lll; World's leading av artist; 28 full cir repros......................£40.00
LUFTWAFFE SECRET PROJECTS; Fighters 1939-45. Schick/Meyer. Hdbk, 176pp, 95 full cir artworks ..£29.95
RAF FIGHTER COMMAND LOSSES OF WWII; Vol 1 1939-41 by N Franks. Sftbk, 160pp, 40 b/w photos..£11.95
RAF BEAM BENDERS; 80 (Signals) Wing RAF 1940-1945. Sftbk, 192pp, 28 b/w photos, diags/maps.... £14.95
WARBIRD TECH SERIES; new series, each volume is sftbk, 100pp, 200 b/w photos, 4 pp cir.
B-24 Liberator/P-38 Lightning/F-86 Sabre/F4U Corsair/P-51 Mustang and Me262 Sturmvogel........
FOCKE-WULF Fw 189; Czech 6 Series. Sftbk, Czech/English text, 80pp, cir & biw illus, diags.
THE TURRETS OF WAR by Douglas Eades; author recounts experiences on a Halifax Sgn,
MALTA G C - VICTORY IN THE AIR; R J Caruana. Lid ed, sftbk, 256pp, B/W PhOtOS ............oovvumrinimnninin
NAVAL FIGHTERS SERIES; Vol 36; Douglas XTB2D-1 SKYPIRATE, 48pp, scale drawings, b/w photos... £5.45
THE NORMAN THOMPSON FILE; M H Goodall. Hist of Norman Thompson Flight Co. Hdbk, 102pp ...... £17.00
TUSKEGEE'S HEROES; America's Black Airmen of WWII by C & A Cooper. Based Alabama, P40s/P51s £23.95
P-47 THUNDERBOLT THE JUG VOL Il; Attractive blue imitation leather cover inlaid with goid. 412pp.....£42.50
VINTAGE AIRCRAFT NOSE ART; Re-print, over 1,000 photos of pin-ups on US Acft, WWII & Korea..... £25.95
THE FLEET AIR ARM IN CAMERA 1914-85; R Hayward. Hdbk, 192pp, 240 biw illus
HEAVEN NEXT STOP; Luftwaffe Fir Pilot At War by G Bloemertz. Hdbk, 192pp, 15 b/w illus o
TAIL GUNNER:; Author’s e: as part of bomber crew flying on Whitleys and Halifaxes. Hdbk ... £14.99
JV44; THE GALLAND CIRCUS by R Forsyth. Very attractive hdbk, 356pp, illus throughout ...................£39.95
SECRET WONDER WEAPONS OF THE THIRD REICH; Missiles 1939-45. Hdbk, 144pp, cir pmﬁiss ...£29.95
ORANGE TAILS; History 358th Fir Grp, based Raydon, Suffolk, flew P-47s. Hdbk, 217pp, Nov/Dec ....... £37.95
NO VERSE CAN SAY by Anne Doward; In Search of a Father who Never Came Home! Sftbk, 144pp, illus ..£6.00

WARBIRD HISTORY SERIES; Lockheed P-38 Lightning by Steve Pace. Rare photos, nose art, stories...£15.95
De HAVILLAND DH-9 IN ACTION; Two-seat fast bomber. Over 100 photos, 13 cr paintings, 50pp...........£7.99
MINI IN ACTION; J F Duck and F-82 Twin Mustang; each over 50 photos, 13 cr paintings, 50pp ..............£4.99
WALK-AROUND SERIES; P-40 Warhawk, F6F Hellcat. Sftbk, 80pp, over 200 photos, 40pp incir........... £12.99
20th FIGHTER GROUP; Squadron Signal, flew from Kings Cliffe, P-38s. Sftbk, 80pp, cir, 150 photos ..... £10.95
MARINE FIGHTER SQN 121 (VMF-121); Deployed to G flew F4F-4 4U Corsairs...£10.95
WWII PACIFIC WAR EAGLES; China/Pacific Air War in Original Color by EthellBodie. Hdbk, 224pp...... £26.95
RAIDERS OF THE REICH; Air Battle W. Europe 1942-45; . Hdbk, 256pp, 32pp photos ...£19.95
THE JG26 WAR DIARY Vol 1 1939-42; Donald Caldwell. Hdbk, 416pp, 150 b/w photos throughout ........ £27.95
THE BUZZARD BRIGADE; Torpedo Sqn. Ten at War, AvmgaqurﬁlrnmPaahclnGuudahnmlmckmwu £21.95
AMELIA EARHART - CASE CLOSED; What really happened to Amelia, her Navigator & Airplane? Sftbk .£11.95
8th AF REMEMBERED; lllus Guide to Memorials, Memorabilia, Airfields, US 8th AF, England, WWII......£19.95
COKE GOES TO WAR; V Dennis Wrynn. 80 pages of colour, sftbk £8.95
This is just a small selection from our comprehensive range of tities; Please contact us now for a free catalogue

Postage: UK add 10% (Min £1.50-Max £4.00). Orders over £60.00 post free; overseas add 15% (min. £2.00)

All major credit cards accepted.

STATION ROAD, ELSENHAM, BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS.

CM22 6L.G, ENGLAND. TEL: 01279 813791. FAX: 01279 815919
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Mk 4 Bonedome
earphones kits loom
etc. £45 :
Ex RAF Mk 22
Altimeters £65

Wartime USAF G Trouser

Wartime Smiths 8-day  Airlife 62 Headsets,
type G2 £150

clock £495 new cond £75

Wartime USAF Gun Camera, used
P51 Mustang £125
US Navy Aircraft Clock, 24 hr,
8-day (serviced) £395

Type G wartime Oxy Mask

with tube £195 Ex RAF Mk30 Altimeters £65

Ex RAF Parachutes, unused cond, Type 124 Mk19 £125

All items plus postage
Copies of Rolls Royce Merlin, Griffon & Spitfire Manuals, Spitfire instrument
panels & most instruments.
We accept Visa and A cards — pl phone with your card
number for instant despatch or send your cheque, payable to:

St

All photography copyright of FlyPast magazine ©

Tel: (0831) 553271 Tel/Fax: 01205 750101
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10. DUNKESWELL. (De)

(map - 134078)

Although allocated to Fighter
Command in May 1942 it was
transferred to Coastal
Command before completion
and subsequently opened in July
1943 as a base for the US Navy's
Fleet Air Wing 7 (FAW 7)
undertaking ASW with
Liberators. At the end of the
war it was transferred back to
RAF control.

Major units: VP103, VP105,
VP110.

11. EXETER. (De)

(map 192 - SY002938)

A prewar airport that by late
1939 had acquired a variety of
unusual units, including a
detachment from the Royal
Aircraft Establishment (RAE)
and, in June 1940, the Gunnery
Research Unit. Summer 1940
saw the arrival of fighter units
and a rapid expansion of both
facilities and squadrons with day
and night fighter units. Exeter
University Air Squadron was
formed in August 1941. The
station was also used as an FOB
by RAF and American bombers
and their escorts. Transferred to
USAAF control in April 1944 as
Station 463 for the 440th TCG
(Troop Carrier Group) on
work-up for D-Day airborne
operations. By January 1945 it
was allocated to 23 Gp for 3
GTS, this unit staying until the
end of the war.

Major units: 87, 125, 213, 247,
257,263, 302, 307, 316, 317, 406,
536, 601, 816 Sqns, 440th TCG

12. FALMOUTH. (Co)

(map - SW815334)

First used in September 1939
for flying-boat detachments on
convoy escort; however, by
November it was virtually
under C&M, with only the
occasional visitor. Closed
December 1941.

Major units: 204, 209 Sqns.

13. FILTON. (Av)

(map - ST595802)

Home of the Bristol Aeroplane
and Engine Co and as such an
important location — attacked
on a number of occasions by the
Luftwaffe. Operational fighter
detachments were based here as
well as other units. Tarmac
runways were built in 1941 and
in December it was transferred
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Oblique shot of Filton taken by 10 OTU in May 1944. (Ken Delve)

to 44 Gp for use as an Overseas
Aircraft Preparation Unit.

Major units: 263, 501, 504,
528 Sqns, OAPU/2 APU.

14. HALDON. (De)

(map - SX915765)

A prewar field that was
requisitioned for RNAS use, but
with no significant occupation
until August 1941, as Heron II,
with detachments from
Yeovilton of target-towing
aircraft. Reduced to C8&M in
May 1943.

Major units: 761, 794 Sqns.

15. HARROWBEER. (De)

(map - SX513680)

Opened in August 1941 as a
fighter station for 10 Gp but it
also acquired an ASR
detachment. By late 1942 its
usage was by fighter-bomber
units on anti-shipping work,
two Typhoon squadrons were in
place by June 1943 and more
offensive ops took place over
Europe. Pre D-Day the station
was home to 156 (GR) Wing
and 124 Wing with very
intensive operations. Reduced
to C&M in August but still used
for comms flights. Re-opened
in January 1945 as a fighter unit
and used by AACU and fighter
detachments.

Major units: 1, 126, 130, 175,
183, 193, 197, 257, 268, 275,
276, 302, 312, 500, 610, 691,
838 Sqns.

16. LULSGATE

BOTTOM. (So)

(map - ST504651)

Opened August 1940 as a
Relief Landing Ground (RLG)
for 10 EFTS (Elementary
Flying Training School) at
Weston-super-Mare but by
1941 there were plans for
development into a fighter

station as RAF Broadfield. In
July 1941 a Ju 88A-4 landed and
was captured. Re-opened in
January 1941 (still as Lulsgate
Bottom) but no fighter activity;
transferred to 23 Gp in June for
use by the Oxfords of 3 (P) AFU
(Pilot Advanced Flying Unit).
By September 1943 it had
become 3 FIS (Flying
Instructor School) and
remained as a training base to
the end of the war.

Major units: 116, 286, 10
EFTS, 3 PAFU, 1540 BATF,
3 FIS.

17. MERRYFIELD. (So)

(map - ST342186)

Opened in February 1944
for USAAF’s 441st TCG on
its D-Day work-up. Other
units arrived, such as the
61st Field Hospital. Post
D-Day, August 1944, it was
back to the RAF for 10 Gp
fighters but no aircraft
were in place prior to
transfer to 47 Gp as a
transport base.

Major units: 53, 187, 238,
243, 246 Sqns, 441st TCG,
813 AETS (Air Evacuation
Transport Sgn).

18. MOUNT BATTEN. (De)

(map - SX483533)

A long pre-1939 history as a
flying-boat base continued
throughout the war with
Pembroke Dock as home to a
number of Sunderland units.

Major units: 10 (RAAF), 95,
204, 210, 461, 2 AACU.

19. NORTH STOKE. (Av)

(map - ST717687)

Lansdown racecourse at Bath
was employed as an RLG by 3
FIS from 1943 to the end of the
war,

Major units: 3 FIS.

20. OKEHAMPTON. (De)

(map - SX575970)

Prewar Army Co-operation
field that continued in use
and was gradually expanded.
By May 1941 it was operating
as a satellite to Weston
Zoyland. Used as a spares
holding establishment by 73
MU from March 1942, plus
occasional use by AC
detachment, including US
Army Cubs.

Major units: 16, 225 Sqns.

21. PERRANPORTH. (Co)

(map - SW740528)

Opened in April 1941 as a
fighter satellite for Portreath and
by 1942 three squadrons were in
place. April 1944 saw its
transfer to 19 Gp as home to
three FAA squadrons involved
in D-Day operations. Reduced
to C&M in September, it had
one small period of re-activation
with 46 Gp from November
1944 to January 1945.

Major units: 19, 66, 130,
183, 234, 302, 317, 329, 340,
341, 412, 453, 610, 816, 849,
850 Sqns.

Perranporth in June 1967, runways and some dispersals still survive.
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22. PORTREATH. (Co)
(map - SW670460)

From summer 1940 there were
fighter detachments for inshore
patrols as well as a detachment
from the PRU (Photographic
Reconnaissance Unit).
Continued development
included the construction of
runways and hangars. Saw an
increase in ASW capability with
new types, as 1942 was a critical
year in the U-boat war — even
OTU aircraft were deployed to
help out, plus American ASW
units on detachment. One of
the most important ASW bases

Major units: 1 AACU,
1529 RATF, 491st Sqn.

27. TREBELZUE. (Co)

(map - SWB851641)

The field was in use prewar
and was requisitioned as a
satellite for St Eval. Opened
September 1941 but saw no
significant use, so was
transferred to 44 Gp for use by 2
OADU — aircraft delivery to
Middle East. Little usage
except by detachments from
Portreath. A major rebuild and
slight shift of location led to it
becoming RAF St Mawgan in
February 1943.
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'SOME OF THE PEOPLE

Bleriot, Latham and Henri
Farman, The Wright Brothers,

_ Santos-Dumant, Curtiss,

.~ Alcock and Brown. The

ces, Bishop and Richthofen,
Soering and Mannock...

AND THEIR MACHINES

 Antoinette, Fokker D7’s, Shorts
nd Sopwiths. The
dermarine S4, the S5 and
, arine $6B. The
Hindenburg, The Imperial
~ Airways giants - the HP42's,
- German 12 engined Do. X,
Junkers 52's, Domiers,

Messerschmitts, Hurricanes

agical story of power

 fo fy six minute professionally made video uses original early black
d white footage, cleaned and re-mastered. Evocative of a bygone era
it conveys all the romance and thrill of mans desire to conquer the air

Please send your cheque for £13.95 plus
p&p at £1.95 payable fo:

RED BARON PRODUCTIONS Box 16 Dept. D,

499 Upper Richmond Road West,
East Sheen, London SW14 7DE
Delivered within 21 days

A video so real you can smell the aviation spirit!

and Spitfires, the Wellingion,
the Halifax and the scream
of Whittle's first turbo jet
taking off.

All this and much more! The
detailed story of the planes,
the men and women who
flew them and the engineers
and craftsmen who kept
them in the air - all helping
to create the most influential
machine
the world
has ever
seen

A ALARMSTART!

descriptive certificate, exceptional value at

£65 per print.

Introducing new and rare limited editions by

Mark Postlethwaite GAvA

Two stunning limited edition prints, published by Herdla Museum, Bergen,
and only now available in very limited quantities outside of Norway. Both
limited editions of 850, countersigned by pilots involved. Overall size
approx. 77cm x 48cm, image size approx. 70cm x 38cm. Printed on 300gsm
matt art paper using light fast inks. Each print comes with an illustrated,

BLACK FRIDAY ¥

limited edition
envelopes celebrating
50th anniversaries of
wartime events in
Norway

LEGEND

1996 Exhibition full colour commemorative
Poster, image size approx. 34cm x 40cm, only

£25

To order any items, please send a
cheque/money order to;

Sidewinder Publishing
PO Box 4
Swan House
Leicester, LE9 5ZT. UK.

Alternatively, for further information,
telephone or fax;

0116 275 1894

Visa and Mastercard accepted, please add £3 per order for postage

and packing. Overseas orders welcome, please add £6 p&p.

30. WESTON-SUPER-
MARE. (Av)

(map - ST344603)

This prewar airfield was
employed, under civil contract,
for navigator training, although
this ceased when the unit moved
to South Africa. It was
transferred to RAF control in
May 1940 and from September
1940 to the following
September was once more in the
flying training role. It was also
used in conjunction with the
shadow factory run by the
Bristol Aeroplane Co at Old
Mixon, a role that continued
throughout the war. From late
1942 onwards, various units
came and went, including
operational squadrons and trials
units such as the Air Torpedo
Development Unit.

105 OTU shot of Trebelzue May 1942 (note the Newquay name on the titling). (Ken Delve Collection)

Major units: 5 CANS, 5
AONS, 10 EFTS, ATDU, 286
Sqn.

31. WHITCHURCH. (Av)

(map - ST595686)

Requisitioned by the Air
Ministry and used as part of the
National Air Communications
system (and later, BOAC). In
June 1940 a section of 3 Ferry
Pilots Pool of the Air Transport
Auxiliary was formed and
remained for the rest of the war,
primarily ferrying Bristol
aircraft. The departure of the
BOAC unit in November 1944
greatly reduced movements at

the airfield.

32. WINKLEIGH. (De)
(map - $5621094)
Opened in January 1943 as a

£

fighter field but not really ready
— or required — and so went to
C&M. In October 1943 it was
employed for pre D-Day
training by USAAF
detachments. First resident
RAF unit arrived in April 1944
with night fighter and anti-
shipping squadrons. SOE
Lysanders were operating from
July 1944 but by September it
was back to C&M. In
November 1944 it was allocated
to 23 Gp as a training base for
Norwegian pilots.

Major units: 161, 286, 406,
415 Sqns.

33. YATE. (Av)

(map - ST706830)

The airfield of the Parnall
Aircraft Co; the factory was
abandoned after a series of

German air attacks in the first

half of 1941.

34 YEOVIL. (So)

(map - ST540158)

Airfield for the Westland
aircraft factory.

35. YEOVILTON. (So)

(map - ST550234)

The first units into this RNAS
training base (Naval Observers
School) arrived May 1940 when
it was still unfinished. In June
1940 it became HMS Heron
and the Naval Air Fighter
School began to arrive.
Operational units were in place
from March 1941, as well as
other training and trials
organisations. It was also the
shore base for operational Sea
Hurricane squadrons. Most of
these roles continued to the end
of the war. From 1942
Westland acquired a part of the
airfield to use for assembly and
flight test of Spitfires and
Seafires.

Major units: 736, 748, 750,
751, 759, 760, 787, 794, 804,
827, 1770, 1771 Sqns.

The previous parts of this
airfield series were:
Scotland- August 1995,
Wales - December 1995,

N Ireland - February 1996;
the next part, covering
Wiltshire, Dorset, Hampshire
and Gloucester, should
appear in the February
issue, followed by East
Anglia in the April issue —
the Editor would be
delighted to receive suitable
photographs for inclusion in
these features. Back copies
of FlyPast are available from
the Mail Order Department.
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235 Sqn Beaufighter ‘Q’ com;§ to grief a Chivenoi' in October 1942 when the undercarriage failed to lower. (Ken Delve Collection)
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