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Background

e Sample = 785 active LDS adults (U.S)
e Data collected June 2012



Research Questions

. How interested are members in Church history?
How relevant is it to their testimony of the
Gospel?

. Are there events or issues in Church history that
are troubling to members?

. What is their experience with Church historic
sites?

. What is their preferred method of receiving
information about Church history?



How interested are members in Church
history?

How relevant is it to their testimony of the
Gospel?



Interest in and Importance of
Learning about Church History

B Very M Extremely

Level of interest in Church
history

Importance of learning about
Church history




Strengthening Testimony
(% “very” or “extremely” helpful)

Personal scripture study —92%

Teachings of the Presidents of the Church [N 74%
Seminary/Institute classes __ 70%
Gospel Doctrine classes __ 69%
Church-produced videos/movies __ 65%
Church historic sites __ 64%
Biographies of Church members and leaders __ 59%
Short accounts about Church history __ 58%
Daughters in My Kingdom (women) __ 44%
Church History Museum exhibits __ 40%

Scholarly books on Church history — 37%




Role of Church History in Efforts to
Make and Keep Sacred Covenants

No impact that | am aware of . 5%

A very small role - 14%

A moderate role _ 35%

A fairly large role _ 27%
A substantial role - 20%




Are there events or issues in Church
history that are troubling to members?



Attitude toward “True but Troubling”

(% responding “describes me ‘very’ or ‘extremely’ well”)

Controversial events in
our Church history cause . 12%
me concern.




Value of More Information on

“True but Troubling” Topics
(% “very” or “extremely” valuable)

Joseph Smith and the translation of the

0,
Book of Mormon 82%

Women's role in the Church 73%
Blacks and the Priesthood

Polygamy




Research Question 4

What is members’ experience with Church
historic sites?



Church Historic Sites (1)

Ever Visited

Strong Influence on Testimony

Temple Square —94% Temple Square — 84%

CH Museum
Nauvoo
Carthage

CH Library
Palmyra

Liberty

F 38%

__ 72% CH Museum __ 71%
__ 54% Nauvoo __ 81%
__ 52% Carthage __ 86%
__ 46% CH Library __ 61%
__ 41% Palmyra __ 86%
_ Liberty _

— 85%



Church Historic Sites (2)

Ever Visited

Independence
Cove Fort

Kirtland

Mormon Battalion
Martin's Cove
Winter Quarters

JS Birthplace

h 37%
_- 36%
_- 32%
_- 25%
_- 23%
_- 20%

F 18%

Strong Influence on Testimony

Independence
Cove Fort

Kirtland

Mormon Battalion
Martin's Cove
Winter Quarters

JS Birthplace

I o

__ 48%
"
— 3
7%
0%

_ 69%




What is members’ preferred method of
receiving information about Church
history?



Preference for Learning about Church History

Reading stories in The Ensign

Official Church movies, like “Legacy”
Sunday School lessons

Relief Society and Priesthood lessons
Other movies like “17 Miracles”
Reading brief histories of the Church
Church’s official website

Reading historical fiction

Streaming video of lectures or symposia
Reading scholarly books and articles

Reading longer histories of the Church

57%
55%
41%
31%
30%
29%
22%

77%

76%
69%
69%



Market Segments

Men / Women

Education

Age

Interest in Church history



Market Segments

Groups: More likely to prefer:
e Women e Relief Society / Priesthood
e Less education lessons

e Commercial movies

e Stories in The Ensign*

e Historical fiction**

e Sunday School lessons***

* Women and older members
** Women only
*** Less education only



Market Segments

Men e Scholarly books and
articles™

e Longer histories*™

e Streaming video of lectures
or symposia

e Church History’s official
web site**

More education
Younger (under age 70)

Higher expressed interest
in Church history

* No difference by age
** Men / Younger



Market Segments

Groups: More likely to prefer:

* No significant statistical e Brief histories
differences among groups  « Official Church movies



Summary (1)

A majority of active members are interested
in Church history and think it is important to
learn more about it.

 Most members want more help in

responding to questions on “true but
troubling” topics.

e About half of members said Church history
played large role in their efforts to make and
keep sacred covenants.



Summary (2)

e Members tend to prefer Church history
delivered in easily digestible chunks:

— Ensign stories
— Videos/movies
— Short accounts
— Biographies

e However, there is also a niche for more
scholarly materials.
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