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THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPO ANAK 
UNLOCKS THE 
POTENTIAL

By Matt James

Jason Plato has switched to Vauxhall to contest 
this season’s British Touring Car Championship 
at the wheel of a Power Maxed Racing Astra. 

The two-time title winner, who has won a record 
97 races in the series, will begin his testing 
programme with the team next month. 

“I am really excited and energised about what can
 be achieved at Power Maxed Racing,” said Plato, 
who won the title in a Vauxhall Astra in 2001. “What is 
important is to be competitive every weekend. The focus 
is to win races. If  we can do that, titles should follow.”
Fullstory,p2-3
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By Matt James

Jason Plato will contest
the 2019 British Touring
Car Championship with
the Power Maxed Racing
team in a factory-backed
Vauxhall Astra.

The97-timeBTCCracewinner
inkedadeallastweekandwill
beginatestprogrammewith
theWarwickshire-basedteam
earlyinMarch.

Itmeansthedoubletitlewinner
willrejoinVauxhall, themarque
withwhichhetookhismaiden
BTCCcrownin2001asa
factorydriverinaTripleEight
RaceEngineeringVauxhall
AstraCoupe.

“Iamreallyexcitedand
energisedaboutwhatcanbe
achievedatPowerMaxed
Racing,”saidPlato,“Ireally
like[teamprincipal]Adam
Weaver–weclickedassoonas
wemetandIknowsomekey
staff therefrommydaysasa
factoryVauxhalldriverwith
TripleEightin2000and2001.

“Fromanoperationalpoint
of view,IknowPowerMaxed
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Title with Vauxhall in 2001

Racing is run in the right way and 
it was a quick, race-winning car 
last year. PMR was in contention 
in the teams’ championship and 
it is a good, solid outfit. Adam 
and [team manager] Martin 
[Broadhurst] have got genuine 
well-thought-out ambitions.

“It is an exciting opportunity 
and one which, with all things 
being equal and providing we 
get a good run and we all work 
hard,  we can be competitive.”

A team-mate for Plato will 
be announced within the next 
two weeks.

 
Making history
Plato is the most successful 
BTCC driver in the series’ history. 
He eclipsed Andy Rouse’s long-
standing benchmark of 60 wins 
at Brands Hatch at the start of  
2011 and has gone on to reach 
the benchmark of 97.

The new challenge puts him 
firmly on track to land a further 
landmark number. “It would be 
lovely to get to 100 wins: there’s 
just three more to go,” said Plato. 
“But that’s not the focus. The 
focus is to win races and the 
championship, and one will 
follow the other. 

“What is more important is 
that each weekend we are 
competitive, and we are fighting 
at the front. The concept of  
winning a title by coming third at 
every meeting doesn’t appeal to 
me though. It doesn’t sex me up 

– that’s not what it is about for me. 
“If  the win is on, I want to go for 

it. I want to leave weekends with 
race wins under my belt. That is 
what gets me out of  bed and that 
is what I am about. Yes, there is 
a bigger picture and had I been 
a percentage bloke, I would 
probably have won a lot more 
championships, but that is not 
in my make-up. 

“If  I get to 100 race wins, it doesn’t 
mean I am suddenly going to stop 
trying. It is just a number and I 
will still have more races to win.”

Plato has been in the 
championship for every season 
since 1997, apart from a sabbatical 
in 2002 and 2003. He has won at 
least one race in every campaign 
he has contested aside from last 
season, when he was at the wheel 
of  a Team BMR Subaru.

 
New partnerships
Plato will join the factory-blessed 
Vauxhall attack, which took shape 
in its modern guise in 2017.

Weaver’s Power Maxed Racing 
team attracted works backing for 
two brand new Astras, and Tom 
Chilton took a podium finish on 
the car’s debut at Brands Hatch 
with Rob Huff  adding another 
late in the 2017 season.

Last term, the front-wheel-drive 
car was a race winner in the hands 
of  Senna Proctor and Josh Cook, 
with Cook finishing sixth in the 
overall standings. Power Maxed 
Racing finished joint second in 
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The Power Maxed cars won
three races during 2018

PMR team bossWeaver Plato’s lastBTCCwinwasinaSubaruatKnockhill2017
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I WANT TO BE BACK
IN THE TITLE HUNT

the teams’ championship and also 
third in the manufacturer-
constructors’ contest.

The team will announce details 
of  major new backing for this 
campaign within the next two 
weeks, and Plato says he is 
thrilled being an integral part 
of  putting this deal together.

Plato explained: “I am proud of  
the fact that all of  the deals that I 
have done since I came back to the 
championship after a sabbatical, 
have been manufacturer deals 
that I have either pulled together 
or have been pivotal to the 
funding stream. 

“Very soon, the world will see 
that we have done it again. We have 
got a new exciting brand that we 
are bringing to motorsport and 
that doesn’t happen by chance, 
that happens through hard work 
and graft and understanding the 
business that is motorsport. I am 
really chuffed that we have been 
able to pull this all together as a 
competitive programme.”

 
Back to the front
Plato aims to bounce back to the 
front this year with the Vauxhall 
after a struggle in recent seasons, 
and he said that he had even 
considered taking a year out of  
the BTCC in 2019.

He said that life changes in 
the background, as well as the 
struggle for results on track, 
had led him to study his options 
carefully before committing to the 

Power Maxed Racing programme.
“I contemplated having a year 

out,” he explained. “It was down 
to a mixture of  things. I have got 
a lot of  stuff  going on away from 
motorsport. My daughters are 
moving schools, which means a 
move of  house. I was nearly at 
the conclusion that things like 
that are so important and I should 
take some time out. 

“While the BTCC is only 10 
race weekends, it is not. It is 24 
hours a day on my mind and in 
my system. I know how taxing 
that is to my wife, my girls and 
emotionally for me: it is a 24-7 gig.

“That, coupled with what had 
happened over the last two years 
and where I was, meant I was a 
bit bruised and beaten up to be 
honest. I thought it might be a 
good idea to spear off  and just 
think about my family, get that 
sorted, recharge my batteries, 
recalibrate, and put something 
really great together for 2020. 
That was a very real idea.

“Ultimately my love of  racing 
and seeing the passion my new 
team has, that has swayed me. 
I love motorsport and providing 
everything we put in place all 
works as we have planned it will 
be great. We have put the right 
sort of  deal in place that works – 
if  that hadn’t been possible, I 
would have taken some time out.”

 
PMR delighted
Weaver, the team principal, first 

became involved in the BTCC 
as a sponsor through his 
automotive brands, and Power 
Maxed purchased two Chevrolet 
Cruze cars to compete in its own 
right in 2015.

In 2017, the team switched 
to the Astra, and it was an 
immediate success. Weaver said 
that Plato’s experience would be 
useful in pushing the entire 
programme forward.

“Jason has been around in 
the BTCC and he knows what he 
wants from a car, which will be 
an advantage,” said Weaver. 
“The whole team is excited 
about having a driver with 
Jason’s level of  success in 
the squad. 

“He brings with him a profile 
that we haven’t had before, which 
will sit well with the current 
partners that we have. He is the 
most popular driver in terms of  
the reaction from the fans and he 
has a huge following on social 
media, which only goes to back 
up the results that he has already 
had on track.

“We have proved that we are a 
team capable of  winning races 
and now we want to take the 
next step and go for overall titles. 
That is, of  course, what every 
team sets out to do and it has 
to be our ambition for the 
2019 season.”

The British Touring Car 
Championship kicks off  at 
Brands Hatch on April 6/7.

Two-time champ is “energised” by switch

JASON PLATO ATVAUXHALL

WINS IN FULL
Plato’s Vauxhallvictories

DATE TRACK
2000 BrandsHatch April9 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallVectra
2000 Snetterton July8 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallVectra
2001 Thruxton May7 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 Silverstone June2 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 Silverstone June2 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 DoningtonPark July1 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 Knockhill July22 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 Knockhill July22 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 OultonPark Aug26 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe
2001 BrandsHatch Oct7 VauxhallMotorsportVauxhallAstraCoupe

WINS: 10 PODIUMS: 30 FASTEST LAPS: 16 (PLUS ONE SHARED) POLE POSITIONS: 9 

Happyhuntingground:
Snettertonwinin2000



W10 also benefits from“aggressive”weight reduction

RACING NEWS
F1 ROUND-UP
 Ricciardo’s move
Daniel Ricciardo has admitted 
the Red Bull Formula 1 team’s 
handling of his Azerbaijan Grand 
Prix collision with Max Verstappen 
played a part in his decision to 
leave for Renault. Speaking 
about the factors that prompted 
his team switch, Ricciardo said: 
“I couldn’t tell you how many little 
pieces made up the puzzle, the 
kaleidoscope, but I guess that was 
one of the little pieces. We both 
got a talking to, putting it politely, 
but in my eyes, I guess the incident 
itself was...I felt like I was not 
really in the wrong even though 
I was the one that hit him. I think 
most people saw the double move 
[Verstappen made in defence]. 
But it wasn’t the deal breaker.”

Smedley’s role
Former Williams and Ferrari engineer 
Rob Smedley will take on a technical 
consultant role with the F1 organisation. 
Smedley made it clear he was keen to 
remain in F1after he gave up his post 
as head of performance engineering at 
Williams at the end of last year. He has 
now followed former colleagues Ross 
Brawn and Pat Symonds in agreeing 
to a role directly with the Formula One 
Group. “It’s well-documented that I’d 
taken a decision to have a little bit of 
time away from the coalface in the 
teams,” Smedley said. “But I still have 
a huge burning passion for Formula 1 
and I hope that this is a way of me 
giving a little bit back to the sport.”

Monger’s TV bow
Billy Monger will join Channel 4’s 
presenting team for its Formula 1 
coverage in 2019. BRDC British F3 
driver Monger will work alongside 
grand prix winners David 
Coulthard and Mark Webber on 
the channel’s highlights coverage. 
Speaking about his new role, 
Monger said: “I’m delighted to 
join the Channel 4 F1 team this 
season working around my own 
racing calendar. I’ve been 
watching the F1 coverage on TV 
since I was little and whilst my goal 
remains to be racing in one of the 
cars out on track one day, I am 
really excited to get broadcasting 
from the paddock this year.”

Brawntobequizzed
F1fanswill havea rarechance to
askquestions toRossBrawnata
charityevent inHighWycombe in
BuckinghamshireonFebruary27.To
behostedbySteveRider, ‘AnEvening
withRossBrawnOBE’will feature the
formerFerrari technicaldirectorand
BrawnGPandMercedesboss talking
abouthiscareer in theseries–and
thechallengeshenowfacesasF1’s
managingdirectorofmotorsports.The
event is inbeingheld to raise funds for
HorizonSportsClub,anorganisation
thatencourageschildrenandyoung
peoplewithdisabilities toparticipate
insport.Ticketshavebeenselling fast
andcost from£18-£32.

WANT THE LATEST UPDATES? FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @MNmotorsport

Mercedes has worked to make new car “kinder” on its tyres
Mercedessaysithasworked
hardtoensureitsnewW10
Formula1caris“muchkinder”
toitstyresthatitspredecessors.

AlthoughMercedesmade
significantprogresslastyear
inimprovingonthe‘diva’
characteristicsof itstricky
2017car,theW08,theteam
wasstillnotsatisfiedwith
howwellits ’18challengerwas
abletolookafteritstyres.

TechnicaldirectorJames
AllisonsaysMercedeshasputa
lotof effortintoensuringthere

wasastepgainintyre
managementfor2019.

“Thehandlingof theW09
wasabigimprovementover
theratheridiosyncraticW08,”
saidAllison.“However,
notwithstandingthis
improvement,wewerestill
notasgoodassomeof our
competitorsatpreservingthe
performanceof thereartyres.

“Wehaveworkedhardonthe
suspensionandaerodynamic
characteristicstodeliveracar
thatwillbemuchkindertoits

tyres–enough,wehope,to
allowustobecompetitiveat
allphasesof theraceandat
eachtrackonthecalendar.”

Oneof theteam’sother
areasof focuswasonreducing
theweightof itscar,as
Mercedes’ long-wheelbase
concepthasmadeitdifficult
forittohittheminimum
weightlimitinrecentyears.

Allisonsaidan“aggressive”
weightreductionprogramme
hadbeenundertakenonall
areasof thecar.

FERRARI ENDS FIRST
TEST DAY ON TOP
Vettel leads McLaren’s Sainz Jr
as pre-season testing begins

Photos: LAT

ByJackBenyon

SebastianVettelandFerrari
set theearly testingpaceat
thefirstpre-seasonFormula
1 testatBarcelona,asMN
closedforpress,beating
McLarendriverCarlosSainz
Jr to thefastest time.

Vettelseta1m18.161sinthe
morningsessionontheC3
tyres–themiddlecompound
inPirelli’stestingrange–to
endup1.783secondsquicker
thanhisnearestrival,Racing
PointdriverSergioPerez.

Whilehedidnotimproveon
thattimeintheafternoon,
Vetteldidextendhislapcount

to169bytheendof theday,
whichalsolefthimcomfortably
aheadinthattally.

Vettel’sdeficitoverthefield
wasreducedintheafternoon.
Haas’sRomainGrosjeanwas
thefirstdrivertogetwithin
onesecondof thebenchmark
time,withalapontheC3tyre
inthelasthalf hourof the
sessionhelpinghimsnatch
secondfromSainz.

ButSainztooktheposition
backwithanimpressive
1m18.558slaptoendtheday
0.397sslowerthanVettel.

Sainzhadearlierbrought
outthefirstredflagof the
afternoonwhenhestopped

attheexitof thepitlaneatthe
beginningof theafternoon
running.Heblamedaloss
of powerfortheissue,but
thecarappearedtorun
smoothlythereafter.

Grosjeanhadtosettlefor
third,butHaashadamuch
betterafternoonthanthe
morning.Grosjean’scarhad
groundtoahaltenteringthe
finalchicanewithfuelpressure
issuesearlierintheday.

Afteraslowstarttothefirst
test, thebeginningof theRed
Bull-Hondarelationship
receivedaboostinthe
afternoonasMaxVerstappen
tookhistallyupto128laps

andsetthefourth-fastesttime.
KimiRaikkonenkeptAlfa

Romeointhetopfive,having
setthefourthfastesttime
earlieronintheday.AlfaRomeo
wasstilloneof fiveteamsto
completemorethan100laps,
despiteRaikkonen’svisittothe
gravelbringingoutthefirstred
flagof themorningsession.

Hiscarthenstoppedwithabout
aminuteleft intheafternoon,
bringingouttheredflagagain.

ToroRosso’sDaniilKvyatand
Perezsetthesixth-andseventh-
fastesttimesrespectively,but
bothteamswouldlikelyhave
wantedmorerunning.

KvyatneededtobolttheC4

tyreontosethisbesttime,while
Perezonlyadded10lapstothe
20hecompletedinthemorning,
withhisteamfinishingbottom
of thelaps-completedorder.

Aftertakingoverthe
Mercedesintheafternoon,
reigningchampionLewis
Hamiltoncouldnotwrest
ValtteriBottas’seighthplace
intheorderbytheendof the
day,buthedidcompletemore
lapsthanhisteam-mate–
endingthedaywithatallyof 81.

Behindthepairof Mercedes
drivers,Renaulthada
disappointingdayinterms
of timesasitsdrivers
roundedouttheorder.

Ferrari also set the 
most laps on day one

“Even though the minimum 
weight limit was lifted by 10kg 
for 2019, weight reduction 
remains a real challenge on 
the current generation of  F1 
cars,” he said.

“Components that we felt 
were stripped to the bone in 2018 
have been taken, one by one, and 
subjected to a further round of  
aggressive analysis to shave 
further weight from them.”  

F1 2019
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TESTINGTIMES
Barcelona day 1 leaderboard
POS DRIVER TEAM TIME LAPS

1 Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1m18.161s  169
2 Carlos Sainz McLaren 1m18.558s 119
3  Romain Grosjean Haas 1m19.159s 65
4  Max Verstappen Red Bull 1m19.426s 128
5  Kimi Raikkonen Alfa Romeo 1m19.462s 114
6  Daniil Kvyat Toro Rosso 1m19.464s 77
7  Sergio Perez Racing Point 1m19.944s 30
8 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m20.127s 69
9  Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m20.135s 81
10  Nico Hulkenberg Renault 1m20.980s 65
11  Daniel Ricciardo Renault 1m20.983s 44



The “final part” Alfa Romeo nee
collected from the airport in the morning by race driver Antonio Giovinazzi, according to
the team. The former Sauber team’s car was decorated in a special ‘love’ livery to mark the 
run commencing on Valentine’s Day, and driven by Kimi Raikkonen – ahead of the main 2019 
livery of the Alfa C38  being revealed at Barcelona on Monday. A press release documenting 
the first on-track run for Alfa Romeo Racing since it took over the Sauber team’s entry name 
stated that at the start of the day Giovinazzi “made his way to the airport to retrieve the final 
part needed for the team to assemble the car”.

TheRacingPointFormula1teamunveileda
newtitlesponsorshipwithSportPesawhen
itscarwaslaunchedlastweek.Racing
Point’sRP19carwillraceinalargelypink
liverythatreflectsongoingsupportfrom
BWT,withblueflashes.Tomarkitsnewtitle
sponsorshipwithAfricansportsbetting
companySportPesa,thecompany’slogo
appearswithblueandwhitebrandingon
thefrontwing,enginecoverandrearwing.
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TheWilliamsFormula1
teamwasexpectedtomiss
thewholeof thefirsttwo
daysof pre-seasontesting,
asMNclosedforpress
onMonday.

Thesquadfinished
bottomof theconstructors’
standingslastyearandits
2019campaigngotoff toa
badstartwiththenewFW42
notexpectedtostarttesting
untiltoday(Wednesday)
“attheearliest”.

Williamswasracingto
finishthebuildof itsnewca
andhadtocancelaplanned
pre-testshakedown,before
announcinglastweekendit
wouldmisstheopeningday
of testing.

Thecarwasstillbeing
finishedbackattheteam’s
Groveheadquarterson
Mondaymorning,with
onlyashowcarinthe
2019colourspresentat
Barcelonatesting.

Theinitialdelay
announcementledto
doubtsWilliamswould
beabletogetthecarto
Barcelonaintimeto
belatedlystarttestingon
Tuesdaymorningashoped.

Deputyteamprincipal
ClaireWilliamshas
nowadmittedtheteam
doubtsitwillrunon-track
beforeWednesday.

“Itislookingmorelikely
thannotthatwewillnow
notbeinapositiontorun

t k tilW d d

attheearliest,”shesaid.
“Thisisobviously

extremelydisappointing,
butit isunfortunatelythe
situationwearein.

“Wewillbegettingthe
FW42ontrackassoon
asweareable.”

ThenewsmeansWilliams
ispoisedtomissatleasthalf
of thefirsttestand25%of
thetotalamountof pre-
seasontracktime.Italso
limitstheseattimefor
Williams’inexperienced
line-upof F1debutant
GeorgeRussellandreturnee
RobertKubica–wholast
racedintheseriesin2010.

Whenthefirstdelays
wereannounced,Claire
Williamssaid:“Ourabsolute
priorityistoalwaysensure
webringacartothetrack
thatisthebestthatitcanbe
andsometimesthattakes
longerthanyou’danticipate
orlike.It’sclearlynotideal,
butequallyit’snottheend
of theworld.”

WILLIAMS IN DISARRAY
WITH CAR DELAYS

‘Fittipaldi’s crashed
Lotus F1 car restored’
Historic news, p11

ims it has made “substantial” engine gains

McLaren defends its decision to enter British American Tobacco partnership

Toro Rosso boss believes Red Bull will win with Honda power
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when asked about the scale 
of  the power step made. “The 
furthest I will go is that it is 
the biggest we have ever done 
since the V6 [turbo-hybrid 
engine] introduction.”

Abiteboul said Renault’s 
engineers had learned 
lessons from the spec C 
engine that was raced by
Red Bull last year, but that 
its 2019 design is a new one.

“It is very much new, and 
it is just pushing further the 
concept that we introduced 
and tested successfully with 
Red Bull – t he C-spec that we 
elected not to run,” he said.

“But it is OK, because we 
had enough information 
and feedback by getting it 
on the Red Bull. It has really 
been pushed much further 
with this year’s engine.”

McLaren has defended its decision 
to form a partnership with British 
American Tobacco for the 2019 
Formula 1 season.

BAT, which owned the BAR F1 
team from 1999 until it morphed 
into Honda’s works operation in 
the mid-2000s, appears on the 2019 
McLaren MCL34  via ‘A Better 
Tomorrow’ branding and has made 
clear it will not be promoting any 
tobacco products via the deal.

BAT’s return to F1 sponsorship 
comes shortly after Philip Morris – 
another tobacco company moving 
into new areas – increased its visual 
presence on Ferrari’s cars via its 
Mission Winnow project, which 
has prompted an investigation 
in Australia.

McLaren chief  executive Zak 

Brown said the BAT partnership 
should not be seen as a traditional
‘t

c
h
“
t
t
p
a
t
b

in
o

transforming and is technology 
driven. So we think there’s areas

ToroRossobossFranzTostis
convincedRedBullwillwin
races with Honda in the 2019 
Formula 1 season because the 
engine has improved so much.

Tost has been a huge 
supporter of  Honda since his 
team changed to its engines 
lastseason, and his views 

played a part in convincing 
Red Bull to switch from 
Renault power for 2019.

He said he was “very happy” 
about Honda’s progress and 
predicted great things from 
its tie-up with Red Bull for 
this year’s RB15 .

“All the expectations I put 

into them, they delivered,” 
said Tost.

“And I am quite sure that 
they will close the gap to the 
top teams, and that RBR will 
be able to win races with them.

“And we will also gain 
a lot of  advantages out of  
this cooperation.”

Only a show car was 
present at test on Monday

Photos: LAT
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RB15 is first to feature 
Honda powerplant

Williams “disappointed”

Renault optimistic 
ahead of 2019 season
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ASTONMARTIN SIGNSDI
RESTA ANDDENNIS FORDTM
British marque will make debut in German championship

Photos: LAT

ByMarcusSimmons

Ex-Formula1driverPauldiResta
is tospearheadtheAstonMartin
attackontheDTMthisseason
andwillbe joinedbyBlancpainGT
star JakeDennis.

DiResta,whowonthe2010DTMtitle
withtheHWA-runfactoryMercedes
team,haslongbeenexpectedtobe
partof theR-Motorsport-runAston
squad.TheScotreturnedtothe

HWAMercedesfoldin2014whenhis
F1optionsranout.

HWAhasformedatechnicalalliance
withSwissteamR-Motorsportand
isbuildinganddevelopingtheAston
MartinVantageonbehalf of theteam.

R-Motorsportwillrunfour
newAstonMartinVantagecarsin
itsmaidenDTMseason.

DiRestametR-Motorsportchiefs
FlorianKamelgerandAndreas
BaenzigerataDTMroundduring

2018,andwasimmediatelyconvinced
abouttheproject.

“Wehada20-minutechatoveracup
of coffeeinthepaddocklastyear,and
Iwasimmediatelyconvincedof their
ambitionandpassionforthisproject,”
saiddiResta.

“It’sworthrememberingthatI’vealso
workedwithHWAsincemyFormula3
days[hewonthe2006F3EuroSeries
withanHWA-tunedMercedesengine],
andIstronglybelievethey’rethe

standoutorganisationineveryseries
theycontest–theywereoneof the
bigreasonsbehindMercedes’DTM
success,andI’vegotabsolutetrust
andbelief thatR-Motorsportcan
dothejob.”

Dennis,the2012McLarenAutosport
BRDCAwardwinner, joinsthesquad
afterheplayedastarringrolein
R-Motorsport’sinauguralBlancpain
GTEnduranceCupcampaignin
2018withitsVantageGT3.

Miscalculation leaves Buemi ‘speechless’ after battery goes flat in Mexico City

Carlin moves into
sportscars and ELMS

Formula 2 graduation for
Ferrari’s Ilott with Charouz

Topsingle-seaterteamCarlinwill
expandintothesportscarranks
forthefirsttimethisseason.

TheBritishsquadhasentered
thesix-raceEuropeanLeMans
SerieswithanLMP2class
Dallara-GibsonP217and
intendstodotheAsianLe
MansSeriesnextwinter.

JackManchester,whois
movingoverfromtheBlancpain
GTSeriesEnduranceCup,is
thefirstconfirmeddriver.

“Forus,it’sanother
opportunitytoholdontoand
workwithsomegreatformer
Carlindriverswhoarenowat
theprofessionallevel,”said
teambossTrevorCarlin.

FerrariDriverAcademyBritCallumIlott
hasmovedupastepontheladderto
Formula1,takingaseatwithCzechoutfit
CharouzRacingSysteminFormula2.

The20-year-oldBrithadatopseatin
GP3lastyearwithART,finishingthird
inthechampionshipbehindteam-mates
AnthoineHubertandNikitaMazepin.
Hescoredtwowinsandsevenpodiums.

CzechoutfitCharouzwerenewtoF2in
2018,butshowedstrongracepacewith
driversAntonioFuoco–whotooktwo
victories–andLouisDeletrazsteering
ittosixthintheteams’championship.

“Inoneyear,comingintothe
championship,Charouzshowed
reallygoodpace,”IlotttoldMN.

“Theydidareallygoodjobwithfew
mistakes,andIwasreallyimpressed
withthem.

“Andtheywereinterestedinme
whichisalwaysnice.

“Togivemetheseatisaprivilege.Inthe
environmentwhichI’llbeworkingin,
everyoneispushingtogoforwardand
pushingmejustasmuch.That’san
environmentthatIlike.

“Alsohavingonlyoneotherteam-mate
ratherthanthree,it’squitepersonal.

“It’smoreliketheF1style.Ithink
that’salsoaniceraswell.”

SebastienBuemiwasleft
“speechless”aftertheNissan
e.damsteam’sdramaticenergy
lossintheMexicanABBFIA
FormulaErace,which
heputdowntoastrategy
softwaremiscalculation.

BuemiandhisNissanteam-
mateOliverRowlandwere
runningfourthandthirdat
thestartof thefinallapof
Saturday’srace, justbehind

PascalWehrleinandeventual
racewinnerLucasdiGrassi.

ButbothNissandrivershit
0%energyjustafterthestartof
thefinaltourandendedup20th
and21stoverall,withRowland,
whohadrunsecondformostof
therace,ahead.

Whenaskedwhathad
happenedaftertherace,Swiss
driverBuemisaidthattheteam
“didn’tcalculatetheamount

of lapsright,basically”.
“Weunderestimatedbyone

lapsoweranoutof energy
earlier,”hecontinued.

“It’sasoftwareissueonthe
strategysoftwarewehave.

“Itbasicallytellsyouhow
manylapsyouneedtodoand
thenyouusetheenergy
accordingtothat.Sowe’ve
doneamistakethereand
paidabigprice.

“I’mabitspeechless,tobe
honest.Idon’twanttofindany
excuseorwhatever, it’s justa
shamebecausetodoanextra
lap,if youstartfromthe
beginningif youhaveitright,
it’speanuts[intermsof
energy]becausewearedoing
somanylaps.

“It’sashortlap,todoanextra
lapreallycostsnothing,maybe
atenthperlap.”

Newer Vantage
will be used

Hamlin takes NASCAR’s
showpiece amid chaos
DennyHamlinheldhisnervethrougha
messyfinalpartof theDaytona500to
wintheNASCARCupSeries’premier
eventforthesecondtime.

TheJoeGibbsRacingToyotadriver
haddeclaredhisdeterminationtowin
theeventtopaytributetolateteam
co-founderJDGibbs,whodiedlast
month,andendedupleadingteam-mates
KyleBuschandErikJonesinaJGR
topthreesweep.

HamlinandBuschhadheldtheirownat
thefrontthroughoutachaoticconclusion
totheracethatfeaturedtworedflagsand
anovertimefinishinsidethefinal20laps.

PaulMenardtriggereda21-carpile-up
andthefirstracestoppagebytapping
MattDiBenedettointoaspinthat
collectedmostof thosebehindthem.

Anotherredflagfollowedsoonafter
therestart,whenClintBowyerkickedoff
aneight-carcrashbyclippingMichael
McDowellandfiringhimself into
polesitterWilliamByron–whose
HendrickChevroletreceivedasecond
heavyhitfromLandonCassillasthe
chaosunfolded.

Ex-Formula1driverBrendon
Hartley looksset to return
to theLeMans24Hours
twoyearsafterwinning
theracewithPorsche.The
two-timeWorldEndurance
Championship titlewinner,
whoracedforToroRosso in
Formula1 lastyear,appearson
thevergeofadeal todrive the
BritishRLRMsport team’s
LMP2classORECA-Gibson
07…LMP1refugeeAlexBrundle is
set to race for theUnitedAutosports
squadat thisyear’sLeMans24
Hours.The28-year-old,whodrove
for theGinettaLMP1teamat
LeMans in2018,will raceoneof

United’sLMP2classLigier-Gibson
JSP217s…MacauGrandPrix
podiumfinisherandformer
Renault juniordriverSacha
Fenestraz is tocontest
theJapaneseFormula3
Championship title this
season.The2017Formula
RenaultEurocupchampion
willdovetail thiswitha
programmeintheSuperGT
series,wherehewilldrivea
NissanGT-R in theGT300
classwith theKondoRacing
squad…Highly ratedNew
ZealanderLiamLawsonhaswon
aplaceon theRedBull Junior
programmeandwill race inFormula

EuropeanMasters thisseason.
Lawson,whorecentlywonthe
ToyotaRacingSeries inhishome
country,will lineupwith fellow
RedBullprotegeYukiTsunodaat
Motopark in theDTM-supporting
series…Formula4racerOlli
Caldwell is to remainwith
PremaPowerteamtocontest
thenewFormulaRegional
EuropeanChampionship.
The16-year-oldBritishdriver
finishedthird in the Italian
Formula4Championshipwith
Premalastyear–his first full
season incar racing–and
will contest the Italian-run
FRegionalseries…The

GreenGTLMP2HGexperimental
hydrogen fuel-cellprototype that
brokecover last yearcould race
thisseason.TheSwiss-based
groupbehind thecar,whichwas
demonstratedat theSpaEuropean
LeMansSeries round last
September,hasexpanded its
partnershipwithLeMans24Hours
organiser theAutomobileClubde
l’Ouest tocreateH24Racing,an
initiativedesignedto take thecar
intocompetition...Thewinnerof
eachExtremeEserieswillnot
beknownuntilmonthsafter
thechampionshiphas finished
becauseof its ‘docu-sport’
broadcast format.
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Buemi (l) together with Rowland

Hamlin came through the chaos

Ilott raced in GP3 with ART in 2018

Di Resta (l) and Dennis will compete in DTM



ByStefanMackley

FormerBritishGTchampion
GlynnGeddiewill return to
thechampionshipwithTeam
ParkerRacing in thenew
second-generationBentley
ContinentalGT3alongside
RyanRatcliffe thisyear.

Geddie,whomostrecently
competedintworoundsof the

BritishTouringCarChampionshiplast
seasonwithAmD,rejoinsParkerhaving
racedforthesquadinthepast,primarily
inthePorscheCarreraCupGB.

HewascrownedPro-Am2champion
in2008,Pro-Am1championayearlater
andfinishedfourthoverall in2010.

“It’sgoodtobebackwithTeam
ParkerRacingasit’swherewe
startedtogetherintheCarreraCup,”
saidthe2011BritishGTchampion.

“I’venotracedaGT3carfull-time
since2012sotocomebackwithStuart
[Parker,teamboss]isgoodbecause
Iknowtheteamwellanditwillhelp
mere-acclimatise.TheBentleyhas
beenagoodcaroverthepastfew
yearsandhopefullythenewcar
willdeliverforus.

“It’sabitof ariskcomingbackafter
solongoutbutI’mlookingforwardto
thechallenge.I’llbetestingthenew

ContinentalGT3forthefirsttime
ontheMediaDay[atDoningtonPark
on5March].

“It isnotidealbutwe’vegotanumber
of testdayslinedupbeforethestartof
theseasonsoweshouldbeingoodshape
bythetimewegettoOultonPark.”

RatcliffewillremainwiththeParker
squadthisterm,havingracedforthe
teamlastseasonalongside2017British
GT3championRickParffitJr.

GEDDIE GETS READY
FOR BRITISH GT

Taylor-Smith moves from Blancpain into British GT

Cook hoping to find ingredients for success after switching to BTC Racing squad
Two-timeracewinnerJoshCookwill
switchtotheBTCRacingteamtodrive
oneof itsHondaCivicTypeRsinthe2019
BritishTouringCarChampionship.

The27-year-old,whoclaimedthe
rookie-basedJackSearsTrophyin2015,
tookvictoriesatDoningtonParkand
Thruxtonlasttermonhiswaytosixth
intheoverallstandingsinaPower
MaxedRacingVauxhallAstra.

BathracerCooksaid:“TheHonda

CivicisacarthatI’vewantedtorace
forsometimeandBTCRacingisa
teamthathasmadeanimpressive
entrytotheBTCCinthelasttwoyears.

“Havingmetwith[thenewteam
partner]Steve[Dudman],Bert[Taylor]
andtheteamattheirimpressivenew
facilitiesinBrackley,it’salreadyvery
clearthatweallsharethesameobjectives
anddesiretosucceedthisseason.They
haveallthepersonnelandresourcesto

givemeagreatchancetobefighting
forchampionshiphonours.”

Cookwill lineupalongsideChris
Smiley,whoisremainingwiththeteam.

TeambossTaylorsaid:“I’veknown
Joshfromdayoneof histouringcar
career.Hehasconsistentlyshownthe
samepassionanddesirethatwehaveat
BTCRacingtosucceed.He’salreadya
provenracewinnerandsigninghimfor
thisseasonfitstheteam’sethos.”

British GT4 welcomes KTM X-Bow entry, taking different manufacturer total to six

VW Racing Cup move for
former BTCC driver Smith
BrettSmithwilltackletheVolkswagen
RacingCupthisseasondrivinga
MaximumMotorsportVWScirocco.

Smithwasapodiumfinisherinthe
BritishTouringCarChampionship
lastseasonatthewheelof aEurotech
RacingHondaCivicTypeR,ateam
thatwasownedbyhisfatherJeff
beforeitwassoldattheendof 2018.
SmithJrfinished20thoverall in
thepoints.

However,hehasnowsignedupto
contesttheone-makecategoryfor
organiserStewartLines’team.

The26-year-old,theMiniChallenge
UKtitlewinnerin2017,said:“Itwas
toughtogetbackintotheBritish
TouringCarChampionshipwiththe
budgets,andIwaslookingaroundfor
somethingcompetitivetodo.Stewart
offeredmeagreatdeal.

“Iknowitisacompetitive
championshipandthatiswhat
appealstome.Youwanttoknow
thatyou’veworkedhardforatitle.
IhopeIcanbenearthefront,but
Iamnotjustexpectingtowalkinand
beatthefront.”

Smithsaidthattherewasachance
thathecouldalsoraceoneof Lines’s
MaximumMotorsportTCRUKSEAT
Leonsinsomelongdistanceevents
duringtheyear.

British Touring Car Championship
race winner Aron Taylor-Smith will
switch to British GT driving the RACE
Performance Ford Mustang GT4
alongside already-confirmed BTCC
refugee Sam Smelt.

The Irishman, who claimed four
BTCC victories between 2012 and 2016,
returns to the UK after a frustrating
debut season of sportscars in the
Blancpain Sprint Cup last year, when
he managed a best finish of 15th with
one Silver Cup class win in a previous-

generation Bentley Continental
GT3 run by Team Parker Racing.

Following a two-day test at Oulton
Park, Taylor-Smith was upbeat about
the team’s prospects: “It was clear
that Ryan [Connolly, team principal]
has brought together an extremely
talented group of people and what I
like most is their hunger and drive to
win. I can’t remember the last time
that I was this excited for a season to
start as I see great potential to mount
a championship fight.”

KTM will become the sixth brand
represented in the GT4 division of
British GT this season.

Cheshire-based Track Focused
will step up from Britcar to run a
Reiter Engineering-built X-Bow
GT4 coupe for team director Sean
Cooper and Mike McCollum.

It marks the first time a KTM

has competed in British GT since
2011, when ABG Motorsport pair
Peter Belshaw and Marcus Clutton
took the title in the previous
generation open-top X-Bow GT4.

Cooper, the 2017 Britcar Sprint
champion, had been a strong
contender for the Britcar Endurance
title with McCollum last year, but

the KTM pair were forced to
withdraw from the final round at
Brands Hatch due to McCollum
suffering from appendicitis.
They eventually finished third.

Track Focused, which has also
run cars in Lotus Cup, Fun Cup
and GT Cup, will enter Cooper and
McCollum in the Pro-Am class.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Andrew Lofthouse

GT4Supercupmovers
BritcarEndurancerunner-upTomBarley
willbeoneof threedrivers tocontest
their first full seasonof theGinettaGT4
SupercupthisyearwithTeamHard.
FellowTeamHardBritcardriverDarron
Lewiswill joinBarley inswitchingto the
GT4Supercup–Lewiswasfourth in the
Britcarstandings lastyearandrunner-up
in2017–andwill run in theAmclass.
MultipleVAGTrophyand2006Volkswagen
RacingCupchampionPaulTaylorwill
partnerLewis in theAmcategory.

Taylorcontinues
Ginetta Juniordriver JamesTaylorwill remain
in theseries thisyearandwillbe thehighest-
placeddriver fromthe2018standings tostay
in thecategory.The2018GinettaScholar
finishedsixth in thepoints last year, taking
threepodiums,andwill continuewith the
RichardsonRacingsquad.He’ll be joined
at the teambyCasperStevenson,who
madehiscar racingdebut in theGinetta
JuniorWinterSeries lastNovemberwith
EliteMotorsport.

RobinsontoClios
MichelinClioCupSeriesdriverFinlay
Robinsonwillgraduate to themain
RenaultUKClioCupthisseasonwith
theWestbournesquad.Robinson,18,
wassixth in theMichelinseries lastyear
inhis firstseason in thetopRaceclass
andhadalsopreviously raced in the
JuniorSaloonCarChampionship,
alsowithWestbourne.

FredericktoCarlin
AmericanKaylenFrederickwill contest
thisseason’sBRDCBritishFormula3
ChampionshipwithCarlin.The16-year-old
claimedninepodiumsandtwopolepositions
over the last twoyears inUSF2000and
competed in tworoundsofEuroformula
Open last term, takinga fastest lapatMonza.

IN BRIEF

RACE Performance’s Ford Mustang GT4 will be driven byTaylor-Smith

Former champion rejoins Team Parker Racing

New second-generation Bentley Continental GT3 which Geddie and Ratcliffe will drive

RACING NEWS

Maximum Motorsport driver:Smith

Cooper and McCollum will drive KTM

Cook will switch to BTC Racing
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Quartet of British drivers reach final Volant Winfield selection

TCR UK confirms first drivers for 2019 campaign as Kent and Wilson remain in series

Four British drivers have made
the final 18 selected to enter the
Volant Winfield at Paul Ricard
this weekend from an initial
71 applications.

X30 world champion Joe
Turney, 17, who became the first
kart racer to win Motorsport
UK’s Young Driver of the Year
in 2018, will be joined by karters
Callum Bradshaw, 17, Clayton
Ravenscroft, 16, and Ginetta
Junior racer Emily Linscott,
16, in the competition staged by
the Winfield Racing School.

First held in 1972, the Volant
is open to 14-17-year-olds who
have not contested a full season
of single-seater racing, with
a fully-funded campaign in
French Formula 4 on offer to
the winner after three days
of evaluation by an expert
judging panel including Volant
Winfield founder Mike Knight
and 2004 Monaco Grand Prix
winner Jarno Trulli.

Past Volant winners include
the likes of Alain Prost, Didier
Pironi and Patrick Tambay.

The British quartet’s rivals
include 2018 junior world
karting champion Victor
Bernier, 14, and 16-year-
old Hugo Le Henaff, a member
of the French-based Race
Clutch sim racing team,
the first Esports racer to
be accepted for the contest.

The 2018 winner, Brazilian
prospect Caio Collet, dominated
the French F4 title taking seven
wins last season and has since
been signed to the Renault
Sport Academy.

LewisKenthasbecomethefirst
drivertoconfirmhewillcompete
intheTCRUKseriesthisseason.

The19-year-oldwillreturnto
thechampionshipaboardhis
Hyundaii30Nrunbyhisfamily
teamEssexandKentMotorsport,
havingtakentwopodiumsand
fifthinthestandingsin2018.

TCRUKhelditsinaugural
seasonlastyearasgrid
numbersfluctuated,but
Kentwasalwayskeento
returntothefledglingseries.

“Itwasalwaysourplanto
haveonelearningyearand
thesecondyeargiveitagood
go,”saidtheformerFiesta

Championshipdriver.
“Lastyearwasabiglearning

curvejumpingoutof aFiesta
whichwasbasicallyaroadcar
intoafully-fledgedracecar.”

Kentalsoconfirmedhewould
becompetinginthefirstround
of TCRIberico,amergerof
theseriesfromSpainand

Portugal,nextmonth.
Hemaycontesttheremaining

threeroundsof thechampionship
with30,000Euros(£26,275)on
offerfortheoverallchampion.

DarrelleWilsonwillalso
competeinTCRUKagain
thisseasonwiththeDWRacing
squadinaVauxhallAstra.

ROB BOSTON RACING MOVES INTO
CARRERA CUP GB WITH ROCHE

Photos: Dan Bathie, Rachel Bourne, Jakob Ebrey

GinettaGT4Supercupracewinner
TomRochewillgraduatetothePorsche
CarreraCupGBthisseasonwithRob
BostonRacingaspartof aplanned
two-yearcampaign.

The32-year-oldwonthreetimesin
Ginettasin2018onthewaytofinishing
fourthinthestandings,andwillremain
withRBRtoleadtheteam’smulti-car
moveintotheCarreraCup.

FormerBritishGTracerandmultiple
MazdaMX-5championRochetoldMN:
“Ithought‘whatcanIdothisyear?’Ihad
theopportunitytodoPorsches,soI
thought‘let’stryanddoit’.

“Theplanistohaveatwo-season
campaignatit. Ithinkit’sgoingtobetough
tobeattheguysatthetopinthefirstseason.
Maybewecangetnearthemsometimes,
learnalotandseewhatwecandonextyear.

“There’ssomereallytopleveldriversin
thechampionshipwhohavebeendoing
itforafewyearsalreadysoI’msureit’s
goingtobearealtest.”

RBRisexpectedtofieldathree-carteam
foritsdebutseasonintheCarreraCup.
OnedriverissignedfortheAmclassand
alsoaGinettadriverwho“peoplewill
definitelyknow”willenterif acarcanbe
sourced.Thesquadwillalsocontinueto

runafour-caroutfit intheGT4Supercup.
TeambossRobBoston,whoraced

alongsideRocheinMX-5s,added:“The
aspirationforthepastfewyearswasto
fillsomecarsontheCarreraCupgrid
butwe’vebeenverysuccessfulwiththe
Ginettassomovingonwasn’tapriority
forthebusiness.

“We’llbedovetailing[Ginettasand
Porsches]onthesameweekend.It’ll
beabigeffortfromus.

“IwouldconsiderTomaformidable
pilot.Hedidn’treallyshowhisfull
colourslastyeartobequitehonest.
He’llbeverygood.I’mbuzzingaboutit.”

Switch from F4 to FF1600 for Sharp with leading squad Team Dolan
BritishFormula4driverJamie
SharpwillswitchtotheNational
FormulaFord1600seriesthis
yearwiththefrontrunning
TeamDolansquad.

Sharp,17,hasspentthepast
twoseasonsracinginF4withhis
familySharpMotorsportteam
takingabestresultof seventh.
ButhemadehisFF1600debut
atAngleseylastNovemberwith

BernardDolan,takingapodium,
andwillnowracealongside
fellowex-F4driverRossMartin
andGinettaGT5Challengeracer
MorganQuinnintheseries.

“Ithinkitwillbegoodforhim,”
saidSharp’sfatherJoe.“Bernard
Dolan’sisatopteam,youcan’t
beathisknowledge.Jamie’s
doneF4fortwoyearsandthiswill
beagoodlearningyearforhim.

“If hedoeswellhemightdo
theFestivalandWalterHayes
Trophyaswell.He’sreally
excitedaboutitandusedto
raceRossinkartsandthey
shouldworkwelltogether.”

SharpMotorsportmaystill
runotherdriversinF4this
yearbutwillbetestingacouple
of youngracersaheadof a
possiblecampaignin2020.

Carerra Cup 
move for 2019

Meyrick’s first BRDC 
SuperStars revealed

Motorsport now closer 
to Vnuk exemption

The latest batch of drivers to 
join the BRDC’s SuperStars 
programme have been revealed – 
the first new members since 
GT racer Andy Meyrick took 
over as its director.

Formula Renault Eurocup 
champion Max Fewtrell, British 
F4 title winner Kiern Jewiss, 
British GT4 champion Jack 
Mitchell, McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award winner Tom Gamble, 
Asian Le Mans Series LMP3 star 
Phil Hanson and BRDC British 
F3 podium finisher Billy Monger 
have all joined the programme.

A number of drivers have 
graduated from SuperStars for this 
season, including new F1 drivers 
Lando Norris and George Russell. 
Meyrick believes this shows the 
success of the programme under 
previous director Tim Harvey.

“There will be a bit of natural 
evolution but it speaks volumes 
it doesn’t need to change much 
because Tim has done an amazing 
job,” said Meyrick, who will drive 
a Bullitt Racing Mercedes in the 
GT4 European Series this year. 
“They’ve got a  very good existing 
programme and my role is to 
continue that job. There’s a lot of 
pressure! It seems like an easy 
job but I’ve got a lot to live up to.

“We’ve got a fantastic group 
of drivers and all the support we 
need from the BRDC to continue 
with the programme and I really, 
really enjoy working with them.

“Having been through the 
process of being on the SuperStars 
programme when I was younger 
I understand how it works. 
I can relate to the drivers and 
how meeting someone as part of 
SuperStars can have a tangible 
impact on your racing career.”

A second key vote on an amendment 
to European insurance law has gone 
in favour of  motorsport, moving it a 
step closer to being exempted from 
a directive.

The 2014 Vnuk court case set 
a precedent that all vehicles on 
private land – from lawnmowers 
to cars – must be insured.

But a key vote was won last month, 
when the internal market committee 
decided to exclude motorsport 
from the wording of  the new Motor 
Insurance Directive – a document 
that acts as a guideline for EU 
member states to create their 
laws on vehicle insurance.

MEPs then voted on Wednesday and 
the European Parliament backed the 
amendment to exclude motorsport.

Conservative MEP Dan Dalton, the 
son of  a club motorsport volunteer, 
operates in the internal market 
committee and has been key in 
pushing through these changes.

“I am delighted that MEPs have 
agreed to exempt motorsport from 
the EU’s new motor insurance 
rules,” said Dalton.

“This vaguely worded proposal 
was totally unnecessary and has 
left teams, drivers and fans in the 
dark for months.

“I hope EU governments and the 
European Commission will stick 
with what we have agreed in the 
European Parliament, which is a 
victory for common sense regulation.”

Now th e process goes into a phase 
called trilogues, where the MEP 
responsible for the law will then 
negotiate the exact wording of  
the text with the EU governments 
and the European Commission.
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Sharp drove Niall Murray’s FF1600 last season at Anglesey

Kent driving Hyundai i30 N

Prize on offer to drivers is a fully-funded season in French F4

Roche had success in Ginettas
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S
tarting its third year
in 2019, the Grove
& Dean National
Driver Rankings
is something you
really ought to know
about. Its function is
to calculate results
from a range of

different championships to prove,
once and for all, who is the best
driver in club motorsport.

While the scoring system is
complicated, put simply, the best
lap time in qualifying and races
over the course of the weekend
is given 100%. Drivers are then
measured against that best time.

The format was set-up by 
Grove & Dean Motorsport  
Director Andy Hancock, an 
established racer himself and so
dedicated to the rankings that
he painstakingly works out the
results by hand in what can only be
described as an incredible piece
of self-commitment to the idea.
Of course, Grove & Dean expects
to use it to convert club racers to
buy insurance. But this is also a
grassroots club motorsport prize
system, from clubbies to clubbies.

“I raced in the [British Racing
and Sports Car Club] Alfa Romeo
Championship for the last five
years and I can see from some
of the competitors I was racing
with at the time that there could
be a way to compare, how does
the Alfa Championship stack-up
against the Mazda MX-5s for

example,” asks Hancock.
“The Sunoco Challenge again

caters for the higher level, but
there was nothing really done
for the club racer to see how
we stack up.”

As it happened, it was a tight
battle for the win in 2018 but
British Automobile Racing Club
Clubmans class champion
Michelle Hayward came out
on top, ahead of Jamie White
(BRSCC Fiestas, right) and
last year’s winner Steven Dailly
(BMW Compact Cup).

Hayward (above) has won a
test in a Radical for taking top of
the rankings. Depending on the
driver’s current circumstances
and level of experience, a different
car is chosen each year.

There has been a lot of attention
on women in motorsport in recent
months thanks to the introduction
of the women-only W Series but
Hancock reckons the rankings
prove that club motorsport offers
the perfect even playing field.

“It shows that anyone has
the chance to win it,” he adds.
“Everyone starts on an equal
footing. Talking to people in and
around club racing, she’s a very
well respected driver. She’s
clearly very quick and does a
good job, a very worthy winner.”

It was Hayward’s first Clubmans
title this year after many years of
trying. But the rankings prove her
speed and consistency, over
1459 other competitors.

“I got plenty of congratulations
and words of encouragement
when I posted on Facebook that
I’d won the award,” says Hayward.

“Especially within the
championship [Clubmans], the
reaction there was good. I’m
trying to piggyback off the back
of this now and try to attract
more local sponsorship and
interest from the local press.

“It’s nice to come top of anything,
however they work it out.”

Hayward will receive her test
drive in a Radical SR3 in the
coming months before kicking
off her season – which is likely
to be in Clubmans again
although it could be in the
higher-powered category.

“The prize has almost become
second to it really,” Hancock
adds, explaining there’s more
to the rankings than a blast in
contemporary machinery.

“It’s meant quite a lot for the
winners in terms of obtaining
sponsors for the following year.
A lot of these championships
don’t have TV coverage, so you
need something that bit more
tangible, to show to sponsors.

“The ones who do well at the
top of the rankings do actually
use them to try and get more
sponsorship in.”

It’s free to enter, helps to attract
sponsors, and offers a test in
contemporary machinery. What
more could you want as a
grassroots competitor?

GRASSROOTS MOTORSPORT’S 
BEST KEPT SECRET

2CV PARTS.COM Classic Racing Championship (BARC)
5Club Davanti MX-5 Cup (750 Motor Club)
Aim Technologies Bikesports Championship (750 Motor Club)
Alaco Motorsport Logistics Caterham 270R Championship 
(BRSCC)
Alfa Romeo Championship (BRSCC)
Avon Tyres National FF1600 Championship (BRSCC)
Avon Tyres Caterham 420R Championship (BRSCC)
Avon Tyres Caterham Roadsports Championship (BRSCC)
Cannons Motorspares Tin Tops Championship (BARC)
Carbon8 Hyundai Coupe Cup (BARC)
Caterham Graduates Championship Classic (BARC)
Caterham Graduates Championship Mega (BARC)
Caterham Graduates Championship Sigma/Sigma VCT/Sigmax 
VCT (BARC)
Caterham Graduates Championship Sigmax (BARC)
Civic Cup (BRSCC)
Classic Fuel Solutions MG Trophy Championship (BARC)
Classic Touring Car Championship (BARC)
Clubmans Sports Prototype Championship (BARC)
Cockshoot Cup Championship (MGCC)
Demon Tweeks/Yokohama Classic Stock Hatch (750 Motor Club)
Demon Tweeks/Yokohama Locost (750 Motor Club)
Drayton Manor Park MG Metro Cup (MGCC)
Dunlop TVR Challenge (BRSCC)
Endurance Financial RGB Sports 1000 Championship  
(750 Motor Club)
Heritage Parts Centre Formula Vee (750 Motor Club)
Gala Performance Toyota MR2 Championship (750 Motor Club)
ITC Compliance Caterham 310R Championship (BRSCC)
ITC Compliance Caterham Supersport (BRSCC)
Kerax Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge (BRSCC)
K-Tec Racing Clio 182 (750 Motor Club)
Kumho BMW Championship (BARC)

Lancaster Insurance MG Owners Club Championship (MGCC)
Lotus Cup UK (MSVR)
Lotus on Track Elise Trophy (MSVR)
Luna Logistics Classic Formula Ford 1600 Championship (BARC)
Max5 Championship (BARC)
Mazda MX-5 Championship (BRSCC)
Mazda MX-5 Super Series (BRSCC)
Mazda MX-5 Supercup (BRSCC)
Michelin Clio Cup Series (BARC)
Mighty Minis/Super Mighty Minis (BARC)
Milltek Sport VW Racing Cup (BRSCC)
Mini Championship (BRSCC)
Motorsport News Saloon Car Championship (BARC)
Nankang Tyre BMW Compact Cup (BRSCC)
Peter Best Insurance MG Cup (MGCC)
Pickup Truck Championship (BARC)
Porsche Club Championship (PCGB)
Protech Shocks Sport Specials (750 Motor Club)
Quaife Fiesta Championship (BRSCC)
Quaife Modified Saloons (BARC)
Raceparts 750 Formula (750 Motor Club)
Radical SR1 (MSVR)
Royal Purple Hot Hatch Championship (750 Motor Club)
Scrapco Metal Recycling Avon Tyres Intermarque Championship 
(BARC)
Smart 4Two Cup (BRSCC)
Speed Group F1000 Championship (750 Motor Club)
Speed Group OSS Championship (BRSCC)
Sport 2000 Championship (SRCC)
Teekay Couplings MK2 Production GTi Championship (BRSCC)
Teekay Couplings MK5 Production GTi Series (BRSCC)
The College Motors MG Trophy Championship (MGCC)
Toyo Tires Porsche Championship (BRSCC)
UK National Legends Cars Championship (BARC)

ELIGIBLE CHAMPIONSHIPS

1 MichelleHayward ClubmansSportsPrototypeChampionship(BARC) 100.05
2 JamieWhite FiestaChampionship(BRSCC) 100.06
3 StevenDailly NankangTyreBMWCompactCup(BRSCC) 100.12
4 BenShort DavantiTyresMX-5Cup(750MC)/MX-5SuperSeries(BRSCC)/MX-5Championship 100.13
5 DavidGraves ToyoTiresProductionBMWChampionship(MSVR) 100.14

GROVE AND DEAN 2018 TOP 5



Jemison Sr in full flight

Escort-only event will run for a second time in September

NoDevilsOwn
KirkbyLonsdaleMotorClubhas
confirmedthat theverypopular
DevilsOwnRallywillnot runthis
Octoberdueto the lackofan
organisingteam.Thehistoric
roadrally,based in theLake
District,wasduetobethefinal
roundof theMotorsportNews
HRCRClubmansChampionship
butwillnot runthisyear.

Fack’snewCannon
Seasonedsporting trialsdriver John
Fackhas recentlycompleteda total
restorationofaCannontrialscar,which
heplans touse inHistoricSporting
Trials.The immaculatehistoriccarwas
notquite ready in time for the recent
Sywell eventbut isexpected tobeout
competingover thecomingweeks.

Carlisle isgo
The2019CarlisleStages
(SaturdayJune8)willbring
together theBritishHistoricRally
ChampionshipandtheNorthern
HistoricRallyChampionship,as
wellasmodernand4WDcars.
Therallywilluse45milesof top
qualitystages in theKershope
region,withsomesingle-usage
andsomedouble-usage.None
of thestageshavebeenused
sincethe2018event.

R.A.C.regsout
Theregulationsandentry forms for
theRogerAlbertClarkRallyhavebeen
published.This is thecatalyst for the
next instalmentof theentry fee for
the165crewswhocurrentlyhave
reservedplaces for theNovember
21-25event.To retain theirplace,
depositorsneedtosenda further
£500andanentry formbyApril30.

McFormulaFord
FiftyyearsofFormulaFord
inScotlandwillbemarkedat
Knockhill (July20/21)with the
DavidLeslieTrophyracefor
FormulaFord1600.Lesliewas
ScottishFormulaFordchampion
in1978to joindrivers like
inaugural titlewinnerTom
Walkinshaw.Tomarkthe
occasion,Knockhillwill stagea
celebrationof iconicFormula
Fords fromacross thedecades.

Innes’cupisback
AMOCRacinghas re-instigated the
Innes IrelandCup,afterashortbreak,
forpre ’66GTandtouringcars, running
toAppendixK.Carswill be limited to
amaximumof3000ccandtheseries
will runatDoningtonPark (April20)
andBrandsHatch (June8), sharing
agridwith theJackFairmanCupfor
1950sSportsCars.

JaguarChallenge
The2019JaguarClassicChallenge
will featureat fivehigh-profile
racemeetingsaswellas taking
inan invitationraceat theDijon-
Prenoiscircuit inFrance(June
8/9).TheHSCC-managedseason
startsat theDoningtonHistoric
Festivaland includesadebut
visit toCroft for theNostalgia
Weekend inAugust.

HISTORICS

Jemison Jr to follow in his father’s footsteps in Chevette HSR

Escort-only rally to
return to Chimay

Grant to team up with
Pearson in a Marcos
DoubleHistoricFF1600
championCallumGrantwill
shareaMarcos1800GTinthe
GuardsTrophythisseason.

Grantwillsplitdrivingduties
intheMarcoswithIanPearson,
whohasracedagainstGrant
inHistoricFF2000.

“Itwilldefinitelybeachange,
they’remeanttobequitequick,”
saidGrant.

“TheElvaMk7sof MaxBartell
is theonlythingI’vedriven
withbodyworkonit.

“We’lldotheGuardsTrophy,
maybeafewMastersraces,andI
thinkeventuallyhewantstodo
SpaSixHoursbutIdon’t think
thatwillbeforafewyears.”

Grantisn’tplanningafull
HFF1600campaignthisseason
butmaycontestselectedraces.

Ben Jemison followed in his
father Ian’s footsteps when
he made his rally debut
recently on the Riponian
Stages in North Yorkshire.

The Vauxhall Chevette HSR
that the Yorkshireman has
been building up over more

than five years has been
almost ready for 18 months.

“We kept having mechanical
problems though, but we
ran it at the Lombard RAC
Rally Bath and had a test at
Tong,” said Ian.

Jemison junior has previously

raced radio controlled cars.
“If you roll those you can just
pick them up and put them
back on their wheels, this is a
bit different,” he said.

He finished 14th in class after
a manifold problem and further
outings are now planned.

The Escort Rally Special
will run for a second time
in September, based in the
town of Chimay in Belgium.

The Ford Escort-only special
stage rally ran for the first time
last year to mark 50 years of
the Escort Mk1 and is now to
be repeated to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Escort
Mk2 winning the World Rally
Championship with the late
Bjorn Waldegard.

New for the 2019 edition over
the weekend of September
14/15 will be two new special
stages and a show stage on
Saturday evening.

The central service area
will be next to rally HQ on
the Chimay race track.

Entries will be open to

ByPaulLawrence

TheLotus72crashed
byEmersonFittipaldiat
Zandvoort in1973couldbe
runningagain thissummer
aftera five-year restoration
byClassicTeamLotus.

Afterthetub,chassis72/5,
wasdamagedintheaccident
inqualifyingfortheDutch
GrandPrix,theremainsof
themonocoquespentfour
decadesatthebackof the
TeamLotusstores.

EventuallyCliveChapman,
sonof LotusfounderColinand
bossof CTL,decidedtostarta
restorationprojectandthebare
tubwasshownatAutosport
Internationalin2014.Finally,
twoweeksago,withDFVengine
number130reinstalled,the
carwasfiredupforthefirst
timeinover45years.

“It isextraordinarythatthe
carsurvivedforsomanyyears
anditwasveryluckythatit
wasnotthrownintoaskip,”
saidChapman.“Ithinkthat
isamarkof thesentimental
attachmentthatmyfatherhad
forthecar,givenhisconstant
focusonthefutureandthe
team’sperennialbattlefor
morespace.

“We’vebeenrestoringit
graduallyanditwasreally
nicetogetit firedup.Itshould
bereadytoruninacoupleof
monthsandEmersonkeeps
askingaboutit,ashe’skeen
tocome and drive it. But
I don’t think we’ll ever race it.”

Chassis 72/5 was raced
almost exclusively by Fittipaldi
and he won in Gold Leaf
coloursin the 1970 US GP
and then in JPS colours to
win the 1972 Austrian and
Italian races.

Crashed 1973 tub has
been fully repaired

EX-FITTIPALDI
LOTUS72TO
RUNAGAIN

DOWNTHE
PUB
WITH
ANTON
GONNISSEN
Rallying adventurer
Age:58 Lives:Belgium

IN BRIEF

‘Historics gather
in Carlisle’
June showdown, below

BTRDA RALLY SERIES BURSTS INTO LIFE PAGE 27

He’s off on the
Peking-Paris
“We’re going to compete on the
Peking to Paris Motor Rally this
summer in a 112-year-old Mototri
Contal three-wheeler. The first
Peking to Paris ran in 1907 with
five competitors. Amongst them
was a French three-wheeled
Contal piloted by Frenchmen
Auguste Pons and Oscar
Foucauld. They didn’t finish the
event so we are trying to put that
right on the 8500-mile rally.”

They want to finish
“With my navigator Herman
Gelan, we are attempting to
rewrite history by starting the
2019 Rally in a rebuilt second
Mototri Contal.”

First run disaster
“The story for Pons was a short
one. Stranded without petrol
early in the race they couldn’t be
rescued by the other competitors
as they were ahead of them. They
ended up drinking the water out
of the radiator, and then started
their long walk back to Peking.
They nearly died and the Contal
is out there covered by sand...”

He wants to complete
the project
“Pons and Foucauld were the
only men not to make it back to
Paris, so we intend to lay that
ghost to rest. Pons was the
bravest of the competitors in
the race, as he attempted the
impossible. He lost everything in
the Gobi Desert, even his 1906
driving licence was left when
the Contal was abandoned.”

It is a rare three-
wheeler
“As it is one of the few original
Mototri Contals, we have tried
to keep as many original parts
as possible. In some cases, we
have simply had to beef up the
chassis with the endurance
rally and the finish in mind.”

It is a big challenge
“We are nearly ready to start
testing which has to be ready to
be shipped to China in March.
We want to be prepared but
I am not underestimating the
formidable challenge ahead.”

Photos: LAT, Paul Lawrence, Kevin Money, Russ Otway

The Lotus 72 car has
been fully restored

Gonnissen: big challenge
Jaguars will have five outings

Escorts in three categories: 
historic, modified and 
demonstration and a 50 Euro 
deposit will reserve a place 

on the entry list. Places 
are limited due to timing 
constraints on the multi-use 
closed road stages.
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TonyWorswick’s gorgeous Ferrari 308GTB will be tackling stage

Several of the iconic Audi quattro machines will play to the crowd

Mark Wright’s
RS500 on show

ByPaulLawrence

BritishGrandPrix
winner JohnWatson
willbe thestarguestat
RaceRetrowhenhe
makeshisdebutat the
showalongsideformer
touringandsportscar
racer JohnFitzpatrick.

ThetwoBritishlegends
willsharethelivestagewith
rallying’sRaunoAaltonen,
aregularguestatRaceRetro
whichrunsatStoneleigh
ParkfromFebruary22-24.
Aswellasinterviews,all
threewilltakepartin
autographsessions.

Outsidethehalls,a
massiveentryof morethan
120rallycarswilltacklethe
demonstrationrallystage.
DuetoworkontheHS2
railwayprojecttherally
stagehasmovedbackto
whereitranintheearly
yearsof theshow,inanarea
beyondthemainhalls.

Importantly,thefresh
locationwillallowtwo
demonstrationstagesto
operateatthesametimeand
spectatorswillbeabletosee
theactiononbothstages.

RallystageorganiserTim

Former McLaren driver to meet the fans at Race Retro

F1 ACE WATSON TO
STAR ON LIVE STAGE

THE VERY LATEST FROM THE MN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP PAGE 29

Photos: LAT, Paul Lawrence

Watson won the
British GP in 1981

Five-time GP winner

RACE RETRO PREVIEW

HSCC plans to demonstrate series versatility with racer displays

Mouth-watering motors to tackle rally stage

The Historic Sports Car 
Club will showcase its 2019 
racing season with an eight-
car display at Race Retro. 

The cars on show will 
demonstrate the variety 
of the club’s racing 
programme, which opens 
its 53rd season at Donington 

ParkinlateMarch.
Carsfromstarter-level

categorieswill includethe
70sRoadSportsMarcos
3000GTof NicStrongand
aHistoricFormulaFord
1600MerlynMk20Afrom
theSpeedsportteam.

ClassicFormula3,Historic

FormulaJunior,Classic
ClubmansandtheGuards
Trophywillallbeshownalong
withtheFordSierraRS500of
MarkWright,representing
thenewDunlopSaloonCar
Cup.Attheoppositeendof the
spectrumwillbetheCannon
trialscarof TrevorWood.

The biggest rally stage entry to
date, both in terms of quantity
and quality, will be one of the
major draws at Race Retro as
the revised venue layout hosts
rally car action on both days
this weekend.

Agreatdealof interestwill
centreontheanticipatedpublic
debutof theTEGSportSkodaru,
theteam’snewprototypethat
matesaSkodaR5withaSubaru
ImprezaWRCengine.The
Lancashireteamhasbeen
workingflatouttotryand
completetheexcitingnew
projectintimeforRaceRetro.

Starperformerswill include
DaveWright(ex-SainzFord
FocusWRC),Geoff Jones
(SubaruImpreza),Jimmy
McRae(VauxhallFirenza

Chevrolet),TonyWorswick
(Ferrari308GTB),Jason
Pritchard(FordEscort
RS1800),RaunoAaltonen
(MiniCooper)andSteve
Harkness(EscortRS1800).

ThelatestHyundaiR5of
youngMeirionEvanswill join
agaggleof oldercars,withthe
Metro6R4of Yorkshireveteran
WarrenPhilliskirkmarkingthe
35thanniversaryof themodel’s
debut.OpelAscona400sforChris
BirkbeckandPaulKynaston
willbecrowdpleasersalongside
morethan20FordEscorts.

OtherraritiesincludeCraig
Pennington’suniqueVWPolo
andDaveKedward’srareOpel
Calibra4x4aswellasagaggleof
Audiquattros,Renault5Maxi
TurbosandOpelMantas.

Event’s tribute to
Barrie Williams
The life of Barrie
‘Whizzo’ Williams will be
celebrated at Race Retro
with a minute of applause
at 1100hrs on Friday
morning. Williams died
in September aged 79.

Williams was a popular
star guest at Race Retro
and entertained fans
with stories and tales on
the live stage. To mark
his passing, a minute of
applause will be held at
the live stage.

Lee Masters from Race
Retro said: “Barrie was
one of the long-term stars
of Race Retro, and you
could see from how the
visitors reacted to him
that he was as respected
as he was loved.”

HISTORICS
‘Metro to be
celebrated’
35 years of the 6R4

Iconinthespotlight
The 35th anniversary of the MG 
Metro 6R4 will be marked at 
Race Retro on the stand of 6R4.
net. The stand will feature several 
examples of Austin Rover’s Group 
B rally car project as well as a 
comprehensive display of 
scale model and memorabilia 
collections. The prototype 6R4 
made its competition debut on the 
York National Rally in March 1984.

Smith to meet fans
Famous lady rally driver Rosemary 
Smith will be among the star guests at 
Race Retro. Dublin-born Smith, now 
81 years old, was a works driver for the 
Rootes Group and will be interviewed 
on the live stages about her rallying 
career in the 1960s and 1970s and will 
be signing copies of her book Driven.

Rare Mini Marcos
The TransXL Mini Marcos 
Modsports car raced by Steven 
Roberts and a rare 1956 BMW 
502 V8 prepared for racing at 
Goodwood are among the 
cars being offered for sale by 
Silverstone Auctions during its 
annual Race Retro sale. A BDG-
powered Ford Escort Mk1 rally 
car, initially built for the 1993 
London-Sydney Marathon, will 
be offered with a guide price of 
£50,000 to £60,000.

HERO training
HERO, the Historic Endurance Rally 
Organisation, is offering hour-long 
training sessions for co-drivers 
interested in learning more about 
classic rallying. The sessions will have 
something for novices as well as those 
with some experience. Topics to be 
covered include event regulations, 
timing, plotting and regularity sessions 
and visitors can book one or more 
training sessions via heroevents.eu

Gates open
Race Retro is held at Stoneleigh 
Park near Coventry and is open 
from 0930hrs to 1730hrs on 
Friday and Saturday and from 
0930hrs to 1630hrs on Sunday. 
The Live Action rally stage runs 
on Saturday and Sunday only. 
More details about the show 
are at raceretro.com

Karting action
The British Historic Kart Club will 
be in action over the weekend with 
demonstration sessions on part of the 
live action rally stage. Karts from up to 
1998 will be taking part, including the 
1963 Fastakart of Eric Atkinson and 
karts for former British champions 
Bob Phair and Robert Cooper. Karter 
and BTCC champion Chris Hodgetts 
has taken over as BHKC patron 
following the death of Barrie Williams.

Triumph on show
Helping to mark the event’s 
celebration of Le Mans is a 
recreation of a Triumph TR3S as 
raced in the 1959 24-hours. Owned 
by Paul Hogan, the former works 
car was reconstructed using as 
many original parts along with 
its original chassis number. 

Gwynne honoured 
To honour the life of Bill Gwynne, 
who died last September, his former 
Vauxhall Chevette HSR will be on 
show at Race Retro on the Rallying 
with Group B stand. The BGMSport 
team, headed by his son Ian, will field 
five cars on the live rally stage including 
an ex-Colin McRae Subaru Impreza.

Foster from Rallying with 
Group B says the new layout 
will be good for participants 
and fans: “There is a bit 
more character in the 
new stage and running two 
stages has allowed us to 
take more entries. We had 
over 200 enquiries!”

Cars spanning 60 years 
of  rallying history will take 
part, ranging from Mini 
Coopers and Lotus Cortinas 
to recent World Rally and 
R5 cars. Some former 
Peugeot Challenge cars 
and drivers will be on hand 
as the event celebrates the 
30th anniversary of  the 
Challenge and fans will 
have the chance to take a 
passenger ride in one of  the 
rally cars. The live stage
will run from 1000hrs to 
1330hrs and 1400hrs to 
1600hrs on both days.
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Solberg Sr and son

Solberg Jr will carry
the iconic colours

HOW PETTER ROLLED BACK THE YEARS IN SWEDEN PAGE 22

NEWS INSIGHT

SOLBERGJRSECURES
SUBARUDEALFORAMERICA

By David Evans

Oliver Solberg was just a 
one-year-old when he first 
sat behind the wheel of a 
factory Subaru Impreza WRC. 
He can’t remember it. His 
father Petter will never 
forget it – certainly not now 
his 17-year-old son will be 
donning the same blue and 
yellow race suit to become 
the second Solberg to drive 
a works Subaru.

Solberg Jr has been announced 
as a driver in the Subaru 
Motorsports USA squad for six 
rounds of  this year’s American 
Rally Association (ARA) series, 
where he will team up with 
Britain’s all-conquering stateside 
star David Higgins. Higgins has 
won America’s premier rally 
title for the last six years. 

For Solberg Jr, his debut at next 
month’s 100 Acre Wood Rally in 
Missouri can’t come soon enough. 
The 2003 World Rally champion 
Petter is looking forward to that 
one as well. “I tell you,” Solberg Sr 
told Motorsport News, “there will 

be some emotion from Pernilla 
[Solberg’s wife] and me when 
we see Oliver drive over the start 
ramp in that car and in those 
colours. You know me, and your 
readers know me, and know what 
Subaru means to me – we were 
all part of  that journey a few years 
ago and I never forget this. To have 
Oliver driving for Subaru now 
is incredible.

“The most amazing part about 
all of  this for me, though, is that 
he has done this whole deal for 
himself. He’s done all the work, 
all the meetings, everything. 
It’s fantastic for him.”

Solberg, who is co-driven by 
Britain’s Aaron Johnston, has 
made a great start to his four-
wheel-drive rally career, winning 
the first two rounds of  this year’s 
Latvian Rally Championship 
at the wheel of  a Volkswagen 
Polo GTI R5. 

Solberg Jr knows, however, 
that the roads in America will 
be something else – and going up 
against team-mate and defending 
champion Higgins will give him 
the perfect marker.

“I have seen some of the pictures 
from the events in America and 
the roads look amazing,” said 
Solberg Jr. “David knows the team 
and the championship so well, it’s 
going to be fantastic to work with 
him and with Travis [Pastrana], 
who will drive the car on the 
rounds I’m not doing.”

Talking to MN in his native 
Sweden – his mother Pernilla 
is Swedish – and between a 
succession of  domestic and 
international television 
interviews, Solberg Jr 
admitted his life had been 
something of  a whirlwind since 
last Thursday’s announcement.

“Honestly,” he said, “I tell you, I 
can’t believe how much interest 
there is in this. For me, you know 
it’s massive, just massive. For all of  
my life I have remembered my dad 
competing in the blue and yellow 
of Subaru – my earlier memories 
are all of  what he was doing in the 
car and the championship. You 
know, I even still have the blue 
and yellow sheets for my bed!

“OK, it’s different because this 
isn’t the WRC, but ARA is a really 

big deal and rallying is really 
growing out there and for me 
to be with Subaru Motorsports 
USA, the best team in America 
is brilliant.

“But, you know all this talking 
is making me want to drive. At 
the bottom of this new deal is the 
chance to go and drive one of  the 
best rally cars in the world on 
some of the best roads in the 
world. I want to go now!”

The Vermont SportsCar-
prepared WRX STI Solberg will 
drive on six rallies this season is 
actually more powerful than the 
version his father used to clinch 
all five of  his Wales Rally GB wins 
and his 2003 world title.

Higgins said: “It’s very cool to 
have a Solberg driving a Subaru 
again. A generation of  rally fans 
grew up watching Petter doing 
incredible things in a blue and 
yellow car with gold wheels – to 
see that Solberg name on the side 
of  one of  these cars will be mega.

“We did Wales Rally GB in a 
Subaru liveried the same as Colin 
McRae’s 1995 title-winning car in 
2015 and the response to that was 

Photos: Subaru USA, mcklein-imagedatabase.com

Petter’s offspring will get a chance to carry famous colours

huge. People have such fondness 
and affection for these colours; 
when I heard we were going back 
to the blue and yellow livery for 
this year I was delighted.”

The Subaru Motorsports USA 
team has won 13 of  the last 14 
American titles.
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CALENDAR

TECH SPEC

Oliver Solberg’s American Rally Association programme

RD RALLY DATE
1  100 Acre Wood Rally, Missouri Mar 15/16
2  Olympus Rally, Washington Apr 27/28
3  Idaho Rally, Idaho Jun 22/23
4  New England Forest Rally, Maine Jul 19/20
5  Susquehannock Trail Performance Rally, Pennsylvania Sept 13/14
6  Lake Superior Performance Rally, Michigan Oct 18/19

Subaru WRX STI
Engine: 2000cc turbo, 
34mm restrictor
Power: 330bhp
Torque: 400 lb-ft
Gearbox: Sadev six-speed 
sequential 

Transmission: Sadev diffs
Suspension: Reiger
Brakes: Alcon calipers, 
Endless pads
Hydraulic handbrake
Wheels: 7in x 15in  
Weight: 1315kg

Teenager (l) has dream chance



The Fords flew
in Sweden

TeemuSuninen’srally-leading
performance in Sweden is a 
warning that M-Sport’s rivals 
shouldn’t discount the British 
squad, according to team 
principal Richard Millener.

The 25-year-old Finn led the 
Torsby-based event at the end 
of  the first day, but his hopes of  
a maiden victory were spoiled 
when he slid off  the road on 
Saturday’s second stage.

Millener says the Swedish 
performance makes up for a 
disappointing season-opener 
in Monte Carlo, where both 
Suninen and team-mate Elfyn 

Evanswentoff theroad.
Millener told MN: “After a 

bad Monte Carlo, I think some 
people were saying: ‘I hope this 
isn’t the future…’ So to have 
this result here is perfect. 
We’ve been able to bounce back 
straight away and show people 
immediately what we’re capable 
of  doing. This has motivated and 
pushed the team on even more – 
and it’s shown everybody that 
we’re not here to be discounted.

“We’re here to get in the fight 
and push for the wins and that’s 
what we’re going to do. In the 
days before Seb [Ogier] came, we 

wereperhapsseenastheteam
that was not fighting for the 
victories. We got the odd podium 
here and there, but they came 
through misfortune. Then we 
upped the game and won three 
championships – what we’ve 
done in Sweden is demonstrate 
that we are still a threat. 

“We want people to look at the 
line-up before rallies and say, 
‘Yes, Elfyn and Teemu are a 
threat…’ We don’t want to be 
the team that might have a 
chance of  the win if  everybody 
else has a problem.”

Before the season, M-Sport 

managingdirectorMalcolm
Wilson insisted there would 
be no let-up in the effort or 
investment in performance 
from the Cumbrian team. 

Finn Suninen said his 
pace – and that of  his Welsh 
team-mate Evans – last week 
was testament to that policy.

While Suninen went off  
the road again, forcing a 
replacement bar in the 
Fiesta’s rollcage before he 
returned on Sunday, Evans set 
three fastest times, went third 
quickest on the powerstage and 
placed the sister Fiesta fifth.

Sebastien Ogier says he
can take confidence in the 
Citroen C3 WRC’s loose-
surface ability for the 
season ahead, despite 
retiring from the opening 
day of  Rally Sweden.

Ogier won last month’s 
largely dry asphalt Monte 
Carlo Rally – but the real 
test for the Frenchman’s 
new car came in Torsby last 
week. Craig Breen finished 
second in Sweden last year, 
but Kris Meeke struggled 
to make the car work in 

the snow in 2017 and 2018.
Since then, Citroen has 

worked extensively on the 
transmission, suspension 
and geometry – and, while 
he was disappointed with 
the result, Ogier was 
encouraged with the 
feeling from the C3.

“Honestly, I think the car 
was not too bad,” he told 
MN. “The speed was pretty 
decent when we were first 
on the road. I think there is 
some positives in this side 
for us. It can be positive 

looking forward into the
season. I don’t have any 
regrets. It’s just like it is. 
I will look forward and 
that’s what it is. This 
[rally] is not miles away 
from gravel [set-up], so 
we could work on the car 
and take some data. There’s 
still some interesting work 
to do in this condition.” 

On the subject of  Tanak 
moving to the top of  the 
table, Ogier said: “He did 
the best move, but we are 
only at event number two.”

‘Thorburn held on
for BTRDA win’
Cambrian Rally, p27
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Ogier happy with Citroen’s loose-surface potential

No plans for new winter event

Rally Sweden looks set 
to continue to ignore 
the advice of  the FIA 
and the world’s leading 
drivers and continue to 
run its historic category 
between the first and 
second loops of  stages.

The leading drivers 
were united in their 
efforts to get this 
changed following 
last year’s event, while 
FIA safety delegate 
Michele Mouton 
recommended a rethink 
for the 2019 itinerary. 
But still, the historics 
remained and still, 
according to Ott Tanak 
and his fellow drivers, 
they made a mess of  the 
road and compromised 
the competition.

Tanak repeated calls 
from last year for the 
historics to be run after 
the main field had passed 
through the stages twice 
– even if  that meant them 
running into the dark.

The Toyota driver 
told MN: “If  it [Rally 
Sweden Historic] would 
run after the second 
loop there would be no 
issue for us – I don’t 
understand why they 
don’t do this. When you 
look back in the history, 
everything happened in 
the night! It hurts the 
road and the competition 
and everything.”

Even ardent historic 
fan Jari-Matti Latvala 
added his weight to the 
argument, echoing the 

sentiment of  his Toyota 
team-mate. “It makes the 
road really difficult,” he 
said. “It’s not good, it’s so 
hard to hold the rear of  
the car in the line when 
the conditions are like 
this after the historics. I 
love these cars, but we 
have to do something.”

Rally Sweden CEO 
Glenn Olsson was 
adamant there wouldn’t  
be any change for 2020: 
“If  we take away the 
historics, the WRC 
cars are still behind the 
Juniors and they don’t 
take the same tracks. If  
the historics were going 
to damage the road or if  
there was a safety issue 
then we would have 
taken them away.”

Rally Sweden heads will still defy Historic advice
WRC Promoter Oliver 
Ciesla said the mild 
conditions in Sweden 
were acceptable for the 
championship’s winter 
rally and refuted 
suggestions that the 
time had come to look 
for an alternative event.

No stages were 
cancelled on the Torsby-
based rally, but the 
lack of  snow and ice 
compromised Rally 
Sweden Historic and 
forced organisers to drop 
four tests for the event 
which ran between the 
morning and afternoon 
loops of  WRC action.

Temperatures rose to 
six degrees in the service 
park with rain falling 
on Saturday.

“The volatility with the 
weather, let’s say as long 

as it stays within a certain 
bandwidth, we are happy 
to stay here,” said Ciesla. 
“This weekend we were 
not at all near the limits 
of  that bandwidth. We 
want a winter rally, we 
want to drive on studs on 
ice and we need to make 
sure that happens. But, 
if  the climate forces us 
to look into alternatives, 
we will do that. But that’s 
not [the case] this year.”

Rally Sweden CEO 
Glenn Olsson admitted 
there would be changes to 
the route next year, with 
roads further north being 
the ideal solution. There 
is, however, no chance 
of  shifting the event’s 
base north of  Torsby or 
running a remote service 
to take the route to more 
snow-sure stages. AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk

GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS
“It rained on 
Saturday. How
that right?”

N
ot writing about them. Not 
writing about them. Not 
writing about them. Writing 
about them. 

So, the conditions at Rally 
Sweden last week.

After the sunshine comes the rain; after last year’s 
snow, came this year’s rain. With mounting pressure on 
European rounds of the World Rally Championship, 
there was a feeling around the service park last week 
that the promoter was missing a rather obvious trick.

We all agree Japan needs a round of the world 
championship and, next season, it’s going to get one. 
I have a suggestion. Let’s not bother with the asphalt 
affair being talked about on the main island and let’s 
head north again. WRC Promoter, take us back to 
Hokkaido and kill two birds with one stone.

When Japan’s round of the championship was 
based in Obihiro, there was a charming place on the 
route called Rikubetsu. I loved it. It was fabulously 
quaint and otherworldly, full of the sort of oriental 
colour that puts the world into a world championship.

Last week, like Torsby, the weather got warmer in 
Rikubetsu. From Thursday morning until Saturday 
afternoon, the mercury shifted from -30ºC to -19ºC. In 
Torsby, it went from -2ºC to 6ºC. That’s plus six. 

Ultimately, the fantastic organising team behind 
Rally Sweden point out that no stages were lost to 
the conditions last week. But anybody watching at 
Saturday night’s superspecial in Karlstad might have 
felt it a close-run thing. In an ideal world, the trotting 
track on the outskirts of the town which has hosted 
the event since its inception is an ice rink. Last week 
it was a swimming pool.

Most likely, the superspecial was the least likely 
to get cancelled, because it doesn’t run on public 
roads, so any damage to the surface was a matter 
for the organisers and the track owners. 

And, as we saw in 2016, the visual impact of a 
winterless winter rally isn’t a deal-breaker. The no-no 
comes when the ice is gone and drivers start 
shredding and shedding studs on rocky roads. That’s 
why nine stages were cancelled three years ago.

Some argued the point that dealing with the 
conditions is part of the game and I agree with that 
everywhere except Sweden. Like everything in the 
World Rally Championship, the winter round of the 
WRC must be at the very pinnacle of our sport.

It must be about a consistent battle with the 
elements. It should be about plugging your car in 
every night to keep the oil from freezing. It should be 
designed and drawn on deep frozen lakes. It should be 
about concern for anybody going outside in anything 
other than an industrial-spec animal fur-lined body suit.

And, when you lean into a rally car on the WRC’s 
winter round, you shouldn’t get dirty. We won’t do 
mud at minus 30. Or rain. It rained in Torsby on 
Saturday. How’s that right on what should be the 
best winter rally in the world?

And the irony is, as a Japanese colleague and I 
stood waiting for the cars just after lunch on Saturday 
afternoon, rain dripping from our noses. He said: 
“Hokkaido, today? Too much snow. Too much.” 

And what was it the advertising banners in 
Sweden said? 

Oh yes: “A warm welcome to Rally Sweden.” 
Oh dear. 

World champion said form was decent

M-SPORT BUOYED BY SUNINEN’S SWEDEN PACE

British team’s young Finn showed speed



The JWRC Fiestas
ran faultlessly

Ostberg admitted to being concerned by the Citroen’s handling

Williamswashappywithpace
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OVERNIGHT DASH SAVES
JUNIOR WRC FLEET
By David Evans

Motorsport News has learned how
M-Sport’s Polish arm worked
through the night to prevent the
opening round of the Junior World
Rally Championship in Sweden last
week from being cancelled.

The Krakow-based firm discovered
an electrical glitch on the new Ford
Fiesta R2, which is used as standard in
the one-make JWRC, after cars had
already departed for Rally Sweden.

Junior WRC manager Maciej Woda told
MN he feared the worst for the first event
of the new season.

“The problem came with a software
change in the body control module,” said

Woda. “Obviously our cars are based on
the road car which comes with so many
sensors and actuators that we don’t
need, so we strip some of them out. The
problem came with our second batch
of cars which were manufactured after
August last year – which was when the
software change came. The first batch,
which included the test cars we’d done
thousands of kilometres of running with
were manufactured in July, so we ran
those cars with no problem at all.”

Had it not been rectified, the issue
would have affected various electrical
components in the cars, including
powersteering, lights and
windscreen wipers.

“We tried to fix the problem through

Thursday [the wek before the rally],”
Woda explained, “but in the end,
we flew to Ford in Cologne first thing
Friday morning and took all the parts
with us. We landed back in Krakow at
midnight on Friday and went directly to
our factory to fit the parts. But still, they
didn’t work. That night, I did not sleep.”

Woda heaped praise on Ford
Performance in the UK and their
colleagues in Cologne for the effort
in fixing the problem.

“Honestly, they were fantastic,” he
said. “We couldn’t be here without them.
Basically, because we were quite tired,
we’d made a small mistake in fitting the
parts in the early hours of Saturday
morning. After talking to Cologne, we

realised this – refitted them and we
haven’t had a problem since. This was the
scariest moment of my career. I kept
thinking: ‘How can I have put myself –
and the company – in this position when
we could not start the rally?’

“In the end, it all worked and we had
all 13 cars running on every day of a very
difficult rally. That’s an achievement of
which I am really, really proud. You know
the tight timeframe we were up against
anyway, but then when we have this late
issue as well, what M-Sport Poland has
done is fantastic. The success of this
opening round of the JWRC comes
from us, but it also comes from Ford –
we can’t thank them enough for the
excellent support and co-operation.”

Last-minute electrical glitch nearly derails season opener
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Singing star Sheeran 
lured by rally outing

Ostberg declares Citroen C3 R5 still needs ‘plenty of work’
Mads Ostberg admitted he  
felt afraid and uncomfortable 
on his Citroen C3 R5 debut  
in Sweden last week.

The Norwegian star won  
the WRC 2 Pro class, but he 
struggled to match the pace of  
the fastest R5 cars on the rally.  

“We have to try to make the 
car driveable,” Ostberg told 
MN. “The car is not set-up for 
slippery conditions. I fought 
on every corner for the whole 
event. We tried changing the 

stiffness at the front, at the 
rear or both – it’s not easy.

“The car needs a lot of  work,  
it’s not defined yet to work  
on different stages or with 
different grip levels; the 
window is very small to find 
the set-up on the car. 

“We are changing many 
different parameters to find 
positives, but for sure it’s not 
easy and not enjoyable. I have 
done this event 12 times before 
and this is the first time I don’t 

enjoy it. I feel so 
uncomfortable and afraid 
when I’m driving.” 

Citroen team principal 
Pierre Budar told MN: “We 
have some test planned with 
Mads for gravel. This was the 
first rally on snow and we had 
a short time to make the set-up 
– and we did this set-up on the 
wrong tyres! We will see where 
we are on the gravel and we 
will see what’s needed to be 
done to improve.”

Williams delighted
with ‘perfect start’

Ed Sheeran couldbemakinghis
first steps in arallycarinthe
coming monthsafterfellow
musician JohnNewmanand
colleagues spenttimeworking
with British JuniorWRCstar
Tom Williams.

Williams spenttimetutoring
Newman at theForestExperience
Rallyschool inWalesandthere’s
potential Sheerancouldjointhem
at the gravel venueinthefuture.

Williams toldMN:“IteachJohn
Newman andCigaleattheschool.
They’ve got Subarurallycarsand
when they’renotsingingorat
concerts theyjustenjoyrallying.
They go up thereandgoaround
and around, theyjustlove
rallying, theycangoupthereand
do it and there’snobodyaround.”

Asked if  Sheeranwouldbe
interested, Williamsadded:
“They’re all inthesamegroup
of friends andJohnsaid,he’s
not sure aboutEd,buthe’dlike
his friends tocomeintherally
car with him.We’ll findoutin
a few weeks [if Sheerancan
make the trip].”

British JuniorWRCdriver
Tom Williamssayslastweek’s
Rally Swedenresultwasthe
perfect start tohissecond
season in theWorldRally
Championship’s feederseries.

Williams finished10thin
JWRC in Torsbylastyear,
but topped thatwithfourth
on the 2019 openerlastweek.
The 20-year-oldEnglishman
expects his yeartogofrom
strength to strengthafter
laying solid foundations
in Sweden.

“I feel we’re incontrolof the
year now,” WilliamstoldMN.
“Sweden wastheevent[score]
I was alwaysgoingtodrop, it’s
the trickiest oneforme.Imade
so many smallmistakeslast
year, but notthistime–I
almost felt comfortable!

“The year getsbetterand
better for us now: the Tarmac 
on the next round in Corsica  
is better than Sweden, then 
Sardinia and Finland are 
better than Corsica and then 
we go to Wales. I think we can 
build and build from here. 

“Phil [Hall, co-driver] and I 
worked hard on the pacenotes, 
really working on consistency, 
and that’s paid off here.” 



Town centre service
park was popular

Lastyear’swinnerLindsayusedPetch’sregularFiestaS2000butsufferedgearboxissuesatCroft
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Former Irish National 
Rally champion Roy White 
is aiming for a maiden series 
win on this weekend’s season-
opening Abbeyleix-based Birr 
Stages Rally.

The Ford Fiesta WRC driver, 
who claimed the title in 2016 
without actually winning a 
round, is eager to secure that 
elusive first win, but faces stiff  
com petition – with Scottish ace 
David Bogie a late entry.  

“Of  course, it’s a situation 
that I would like to redress,” 
said White. “With this year’s 
championship based on the 
best seven from eight rounds, 
a strong start is essential.  

“The opposition is strong 
again especially with Declan 
[Boyle] and Josh [Moffett]. My 
pace is getting quicker and I 
would be confident of  that first 
national round win.”

Bogie is a late entry in his 
Skoda Fabia R5 as he prepares for 
next month’s trip to Ireland for 
the BRC West Cork Rally.  

Other leading contenders 
are reigning champion Declan 
Boyle, Josh Moffett and 1992 
champion Peadar Hurson. All 
three will be in Fiesta WRCs.

Clonakilty’s Cal McCarthy will  
drive the ex-Aaron MacHale 
Citroen DS3 R5 as a shakedown 
for his home West Cork Rally.

A new rally tracker will be 
trialled in Ireland on multiple 
events during 2019.

The system from Italian firm 
Sporttraxx, will be used on the 
first three rounds of  the Irish 
National Rally Championship; 
the Birr Stages, Midland Stages 
and Monaghan Stages. 

The system uses GPS to track 
speed and status of  cars on and 
off  stages. The data is relayed 
to a command centre, and there 
is a function by which messages 
can be passed from rally control 
and in some cases vice versa.

Motorsport Ireland president 
John Naylor said: “This is 
another milestone towards 
improved safety for our 
competitors and even though 
we are only trialling this over 
three events, the ultimate goal 
is to include safety tracking on 
all of  the rallies run under the 
Motorsport Ireland banner. 

“Motorsport Ireland is fully 
committed to improving safety 
throughout all disciplines and 
this in one of  many steps we 
will take. The introduction of  
safety tracking will of  course 
impact on how we have run our 
rallies but we must all embrace 
change and grow with it.”

Last year’s surprise Jack 
Frost Stages Rally winner 
Barry Lindsay couldn’t 
replicate his heroics of 
2018 as the snow and ice 
of the previous event was 
replaced by the unseasonably 
mild and dry conditions on 
this year’s event held at 
Croft Circuit.

Once again using the 
SGP Motorsport-supplied 
Ford Fiesta S2000 normally 
campaigned by Steve Petch – 

as his prize for winning 
the ANECCC Rally 
Championship, which 
Petch’s company sponsor – 
Lindsay and co-driver 
Caroline Lodge led the 
rally for a couple of stages 
before they were sidelined 
at half-distance with 
gearbox issues.

“It started well enough, 
but I’ve gone from hero to 
zero today after last year’s 
performance,” admitted 

the Cumbrian builder. 
“We made a mistake in 

one of the tight hairpins and 
something broke as I selected 
reverse gear and that was it, 
game over. I’d like to try to 
win the SG Petch ANECCC 
Championship again this 
year, but I know it’s going 
to be tough, but we’ll give it 
a go and see what happens.”

The Croft event was won by 
Peter Smith in his ex-Ott 
Tanak Ford Fiesta RS WRC. 

White seeks maiden 
Irish National win

New rally tracker 
to be trialled 

Lindsay disappointed to go from “hero to zero” on Jack Frost Stages

CAMPBELL BACKS CAMBRIAN’S LLANDUDNO 
SERVICE AND CONSIDERS USING IT FOR GB

British Rally Championship manager 
Iain Campbell has praised North Wales 
Car Club for its efforts to bring the 
Cambrian Rally service park into the 
centre of  Llandudno.

Cambrian organisers “wanted to bring 
rallying to the people” and Campbell 
believes “it’s something that should be 
carried on across the UK” because the 
Cambrian example proved it can work.

“We’ve been chasing this for three 
years, and it’s fantastic that the car club 
and Conwy Council have supported it, 
the work that has gone in has been 
tremendous,” he said. 

“Everything when it comes to a route 

is a compromise as to where the stages 
and the road sections are, but this has 
been really, really good.”

Campbell, who is also Wales Rally 
GB clerk of  the course, is considering 
something similar for Britain’s WRC 
round later this year.

“We’re in discussion with Llandudno 
because you saw the support they gave 
us in 2018 through the stage, so we’re 
looking at how to incorporate the town 
into the event for this year,” he added. 
“Hopefully in the next three to four 
weeks we’ll have some news.”

The overwhelming majority of  
competitors were also full of  praise 

for the town centre street service format.
“It’s brilliant,” said R5 driverAlex 

Laffey. “All rallies should be here [in a 
city centre], I don’t know why other people 
don’t do this as this is what it should be. 
It’s a much better atmosphere like when 
we go to Belgium, it’s the same thing.” 

Junior BRC competitor James Williams 
added: “It’s nice, I like it. Traffic-wise 
it’s okay as it’s like a big square, and it’s 
nice for the fans to see what’s going on 
and see the guys working on the cars. 

“But also it would be nice to have a stage 
come nearer, so some people can see some 
cars because they don’t really want to 
venture out to the stages or the woods, 

like the Great Orme to finish because they 
have used that on the Cambrian before.”

EDSL Sport team manager Alex 
Waterman was also pleased but 
expressed some concerns with space.

“We were a bit further down the street 
so I imagine it was busier on the main 
street, but there was still people coming 
down here and taking photos,” he said.

“The only thing is it’s a little bit 
cramped; 7x7 for each car isn’t a lot.”

Campbell accepted that argument, but 
reiterated: “It’s about compromise. If  
nothing else they’ve all got a cafe and a 
restaurant for lunch time as opposed to 
going to find a sandwich somewhere.”
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Junior British Rally 
Championship frontrunner 
James Williams says “it 
wouldn’t make sense” for 
him to continue in this year’s 
series unless he’s driving a 
brand new Ford Fiesta R2.

Williams struck a deal with 
EDSL Sport to drive a 2017 R2T 
just three days before last 
weekend’s Cambrian Rally, 
by which time Ruairi Bell had 
secured one of  the team’s two 
2019 cars. Last year’s Cadet 
champion Jordan Reynolds 

drove the other in Wales.
“It would’ve been nicer 

to be driving the new car but 
circumstances meant we 
couldn’t,” Williams said.

“I think British 
championship-wise the 
only real reason for me to be 
involved with it is for the Ford 
prize [£60,000 subsidy for 
Junior WRC] , so unless we 
can get a new car I don’t think 
there’s much chance in us 
carrying on in an ’18 car.

“It doesn’t make sense

coming from last year where 
we came second, we should 
really be giving ourselves the 
best chance to win.”

Bell “would like to do a full 
season” but is unsure if  he’ll 
do any more BRC rounds, 
while Reynolds described the 
new car as “awesome”.

Finlay Retson was the highest 
Fiesta finisher, bringing his ’19 
example home sixth ahead of  
Bell but this was some three 
minutes down on class winner 
James Wilson’s Peugeot 208.

Williams wants 2019 Fiesta if he’s to continue JBRC campaign

Late Cambrian deal for Williams came in old-spec Fiesta
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Colin McRae
drove 309 in 1988

Fifth stage performance was crucial to Smith’s victory bid

RALLY NEWS

RALLY REPORTS
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JackFrostStagesRally
ByLarryCarter

Organiser:Darlington&DistrictMotorClub When:
February17Where:CroftCircuit,NorthYorkshire
Championships:SGPetchANECCCStageRally
Championship;ASPerformanceNorthofEngland
TarmacadamRallyChampionship;ANCCStageRally
Championship Stages:8Starters:69.

ThreeyearsonfromsonGuy
winningtheDarlington&
DistrictMotorClub-organised
JackFrostStagesRallyatCroft
Circuit, thistimeitwastheturn
of hisfatherPeterSmithtoclaim
thehonoursfollowingatitanic
scrapthroughouttheday.

Alongwithco-driverPatrick
WalshintheirFordFiestaRS
WRC,theirwinningmarginat
theendof eightstageswasjust
sevensecondsoverScotsmen
AlanKirkaldy/CameronFair
(FordFiesta)withformer
NationalchampionJohnStone,

withsonAlexonthenotes,taking
thirdafurtherninesecondsback.

Withunusuallydryconditions
prevailing,itwaslastyear’s
winnersBarryLindsay/Caroline
LodgewhowerefastestonSS1
beforeasinglesecondseparated
thetopfourcrewsafterSS2.
Kirkaldytookovertheleadand
byhalf way,hisadvantageover
Stonewasthreesecondswith
Smithafurthertwobackinthird.

Butthecrucialstage,asit
turnedout,wasSS5asSmith
stoppedtheclockssevenseconds
aheadof Stonewithaspin
droppingKirkaldy17seconds
toscupperhisbid.Fromthere,
Smithwasneverheadedand,
althoughKirkaldysetfastest
timeonthefinaltwostages, it
wasn’tenoughtowrestvictory
fromSmithwithStoneinthird.

ThereturningTonyBardy/

Fivemiletown Rally
ByJason Craig 

Organiser:Omagh MC  When: February 16 Where: 
Fivemiletown, County Tyrone Stages: 8 Starters 47.

Afinalstage upset allowed  
NiallMcCullagh to record the 
firstwin of  the new season  
inNorthern Ireland.

It looked as though Cathan 
McCourt was on course to spray 
thechampagne going into the  
lasttest having led from the  
wordgo – but he crashed just  
500yards from the finish line.

McCullagh and team-mate 
RyanMcCloskey made it safely 
through with a fastest time that 
was good enough to move them  
in front of  Michael Carbin and 
Conor Mohan to snatch top  
spot by 8 seconds.

Martin Cairns – one of  two 
World Rally Car starters – 
persevered with early brake  

and set-up issues to round out  
the podium positions. On the 
second loop Cairns clawed  
back five places on the loose.

In the modified battle,  
Adrian Hetherington was the 
pacesetter in his Ford Escort  
Mk2 and deservedly came out  
on top, while Keith McIvor and 
David Burns won the Historic 
class in their Ford Escort.
Results
1 Niall McCullagh/Ryan McCloskey (Mitsubishi Lancer 
E9) 29m57s; 2 Michael Carbin/Conor Mohan (Lancer) 
+8.3s; 3 Martin Cairns/Peter Ward (Ford Fiesta RS 
WRC); 4 Adrian Hetherington/Gary Nolan (Ford Escort 
Mk2); 5 Eoighan Rogers/Paddy McCrudden (Lancer E9); 
6 Paul Britton/Liam McIntyre (Lancer); 7 Shane McGirr/
Pierce Doheny Jnr (Escort Mk2); 8 Joe Hegarty/David 
Turkington (Lancer E9); 9 Stephen Dickson/Tommy 
Hayes (Lancer E9); 10 Robert Woodside/Allan Harryman 
(Lancer E10). 
Class winners: Michael McDaid/Jordan Murphy 
(Lancer); McCullagh/McCloskey; Drew Chambers/
Wendy Blackledge (Talbot Samba); Ruairi Maguire/
Grace O’Brien (Vauxhall Corsa); Hugh McQuaid/Chris 
Melly (Ford Escort Mk2); Paul McErlean/Paul McGahan 
(Escort Mk2); Hetherington/Nolan; Carbin/Mohan; 
Cairns/Ward; Keith McIvor/David Burns (Escort). 

Barbados Brits bring fundraising power for pre-event test to help support drivers injured during last year’s rally

Original Paul Bird
in rally return

British drivers competing on Rally
Barbados later this year have helped
to raise over £5000 for two competitors
who suffered a serious crash at the
event last year.

Ford Escort WRC driver Nigel
Worswick – co-driven by Sophie Louise
Buckland for the first time on his ninth

visit to Rally Barbados – last year’s
event runner-up Rob Swann and another
UK regular Ray Clough, have been
instrumental in raising money for
Daryl Clarke and Russell Brancker. They
were both hospitalised after injuries
sustained while competing.

Worswick auctioned his co-driver seat

for two runs of the King of  the Hill event, 
which precedes Rally Barbados. Swann 
has conducted a similar auction.

“I contacted the Rally Club to see if   
I could use my first two runs to take 
different passengers, thereby maximising 
the funds raised, before my actual 
co-driver would step in; as always, they 

were more than helpful,” said Worswick. 
“It looks like the service area will be  

busy, with three different co-drivers in  
the first three runs.”

Ex-F1 engineer Andrew Costin-Hurley 
has confirmed he will make his 12th 
appearance at the event in his self-
engineered Ford Puma.

Rally driver Paul Bird will
return to competition after
a gap of 21 years, competing
in the new BimmaCup UK
championship for BMW
318 Compacts.

Bird is the namesake, but
in no means connected to,
Ford Focus WRC07 driver
Paul Bird, who was recently
banned from competition for
eight years for being found
guilty of evading a drugs test.

The Paul Bird who will
return to competition
runs the LMS Events and
Entertainments company,
and heard about the series
from East African Safari
Rally winner Ryan
Champion, who contested
the first round of the new
series at Blyton Park earlier
this month.

“I’m the wrong end of the
spectrum to be looking for
glory, I’m out looking for
fun,” said Bird of his rally
return. “I heard about it
from Ryan, I’ve been friends
with him for years. I actually
used to service for Rick
[Champion], Ryan’s dad.

“It was just too short notice
for the first round at Blyton.
But the car should be ready,
we’ve just got bits and bobs
to do for April. I’m planning
to do the rest of the rounds.

“I think it’s a brilliant
idea for a championship,
hopefully by next year we’ll
have 11 or 12 cars. Anyone
who wants to know more
or compete should get
in touch with Rob Brook
[rob@rb-motorsport.co.uk]
or Ryan Champion.”

Bird has bought the sister
car to the one which won the
BRSCC BMW Compact Cup
racing series in the hands of
Steven Dailly last year.

The series visits the
Lookout Stages (April 7)
Abingdon Car-nival (June 9)
Pendragon Stages (August
25) and the Harold Palin
Memorial Rally (October 10).

The title winner gets a
subsidised trip to the
Barbados BimmaCup
finale in November.

Smith keeps it in the family with Croft win
Last stage drama as McCullagh wins

REID AND McRAE TO 
PEUGEOT EVENT

By Jack Benyon

Robert Reid and Jimmy McRae will
headline the Peugeot Challenge
30th anniversary celebration,
which runs alongside Race Retro
this weekend, while the event will
also raise money for Down’s
Syndrome Awareness.

The series began in 1989 and has
helped to directly or indirectly launch
the careers of Colin McRae, Richard
Burns, Kris Meeke and Jonny Milner.

It has run in various guises over the

years, and cars and personalities from
all eras will be present at Race Retro.
Rallying with Group B has organised
period machinery to be demonstrated at
the Stoneleigh Park venue, which was a
popular test facility for Peugeot UK.

Another highlight of the event is
an auction for the Rallying for Down’s
Syndrome Awareness group. The
winner will receive a passenger ride
in a Ian Gwynne Subaru Impreza WRC
with East African Safari winner and
charity co-founder Ryan Champion.

“Ryan’s son Finley has down’s

syndrome and, when I was asked, I was 
really happy to provide a car for Ryan  
to drive,” said Gwynne of  BGMsport.

The auction can be entered by making 
pre-weekend offers to event organiser 
Kev Furber (07850 732867), or at the 
evening dinner.

The evening dinner headlines the  
off-track activity, which is where  
McRae Sr will talk of  Colin McRae’s 
Peugeot stint, while Robert Reid won  
the junior section of  the challenge in  
1991 alongside Richard Burns. Over 300 
people are expected to attend the event  

at the Ramada Hotel, Kenilworth. 
Already confirmed are long time 

Challenge coordinators Keith Baud  
and Stella Boyles, along with the  
original winners, Paul Frankland  
and Furber. Many works cars will be 
demonstrated and displayed, while a 
number of  current drivers including 
Under27 European champion in 2017, 
Chris Ingram, and Burns’s Godson  
and Junior World Rally Championship 
entrant Tom Williams will attend.

Places at the event are still available  
by contacting Furber.

Series celebrates
30th anniversary

Tony Walker (Ford Focus WRC) 
posted fourth ahead of  the best 
2WD runners Paul/Jessica  
Swift (Ford Escort) with Lee/
Cole Hastings (Subaru) in sixth. 
Results
1 Peter Smith/Patrick Walsh (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) 
53m 55s; 2 Alan Kirkaldy/Cameron Fair (Ford 
Fiesta) +7s, 3 John Stone/Alex Stone (Ford Fiesta 

WRC), 4 Tony Bardy/Tony Walker (Ford Focus 
WRC), 5 Paul Swift/Jessica Swift (Ford Escort),  
6 Lee Hastings/Cole Hastings (Subaru Impreza),  
7 Peter Stephenson/Antony Jones (Subaru P2000 
WRC), 8 Joe Cunningham/Marc Fowler (Subaru 
Impreza), 9 Alistair Hutchinson/St John Dykes 
(Renault Clio), 10 Mark Thompson/Jordan English 
(Peugeot 206 GTi). 
Class winners: Andrew Fawcett/Chris Purvis 
(Vauxhall Nova); Chris Platt/Mick Robinson 
(Vauxhall Tigra); Hutchinson/Dykes; Swift/Swift; 
Smith/Walsh
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Reid will attend Peugeot celebration
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RALLY SWEDE DAVID
EVANS

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, LAT

Perfect Petter’s perfect present
Petter Solberg gave his wife and 
co-driver Pernilla the best birthday
present possible with an entirely 
dominant run on Rally Sweden 
Historic. 

The 2003 world champion wheeled
out his Viking Motorsport-built 
Ford Escort RS1800 to win a 
shortened event for the fourth time
in five attempts.

The biggest threat to a Solberg 
victory was the cold he was 
suffering when the event started. “I
was sweating like hell,” he said. “I 
thought about not starting, but 
once we were there, everything was
good. Driving the car was a lot of  
fun and it was a nice birthday 
present for Pernilla.

“This rally has reminded me how
much I like power steering though.
It was bloody hard work at times!”

Two-time Rally Sweden winner 
Mats Jonsson was the Solbergs’ 
nearest rival, with the Mazda 323 
driver finishing just over a minute 
behind in second place.

With Sweden being just his 
second snow rally, repeating his 
heroic Monte Carlo WRC 2 Pro class
win was always going to be tricky 
for Briton Gus Greensmith. But he
did the next best thing. He landed a
second successive podium with 
third place aboard his M-Sport Ford
Fiesta R5, a result which was 
enough to retain his place at the top
of the table. Greensmith suffered 
gearbox problems on the second 

day, but was generally baffled at the
indifferent grip beneath him.

“Reading and feeling the grip is
one of the things I’m best at,” he
said, “but one in three corners, I
don’t know what’s going to happen.
I think it’s probably an experience
and a conditions thing, but when
you consider I could win Monte,
where the grip was changing all the
time, this hasn’t been the best.”

Mads Ostberg won WRC 2 Pro
despite feeling ill-at-ease in his
Citroen C3 R5, with Kalle
Rovanpera a distant second after
putting his Skoda Fabia R5 in a
snowbank for three minutes on
Friday’s second stage.

Ole Christian Veiby was the
event’s fastest R5 car and won WRC
2 in his Volkswagen Polo. The
Norwegian turned in arguably the
drive of his career, demonstrating
both pace and consistency to bring
the car home ninth overall. His
Volkswagen Sweden team-mate
Johan Kristoffersson had featured
at the sharp end of the leaderboard
and posted similarly strong times,
but his hopes were dashed with a
Saturday afternoon trip to a
snowbank.

Four minutes in a Vargasen
snowbank interrupted what had
been a sensible and constructive
Swedish debut for WRC 2
challenger Rhys Yates in his Skoda
Fabia R5. The Derbyshire driver
did, however, achieve his goal of

Fridaywasverymuchasnowbankorspinday,
with Sebastien Ogier the first major 
casualty. The defending champion slid wide 
on a right-hander, the left rear of his C3 WRC 
connected with the wall of snow and turned 
the nose directly into the bank. The car 
speared into the slushy stuff and stayed there. 
The nearest spectators were a kilometre away 
and by the time they’d been persuaded to 
come, the game was up. Ogier’s countryman 
Sebastien Loeb fared slightly better in 
seventh place, but the Hyundai star found his 
first Sweden since 2013 hard going. 
“Everybody has their onboard videos from last 
year to help them check their notes,” Loeb told 
MN. “All I have is the onboard from the recce at 
20mph or something like that. I watch that 
speeded up, but it’s not the same – it doesn’t 
give you much of an idea of how much the 
downforce will work on this event. It’s been 
tough.” Asked if he fancied a trip to Mexico to 
make it three rounds from three, he replied: 
“No, I fancy a holiday.” Fair enough. Pontus 
Tidemand made his second consecutive 
outing in a factory Fiesta WRC in Sweden. 
Ahead of the event, the Swede talked about 
everything being geared around his home 
round of the world championship. A dodgy 
throttle sensor hindered his progress on the 
first morning, but a solid fourth quickest 
second time through the Finnskog test was a 
great way to bounce back. That was as good 
as it would get for the former WRC 2 
champion. He spent the rest of the event in 
ninth and ultimately eighth place, talking about 
how epic the M-Sport car was to drive. Janne 
Tuohino and Lorenzo Bertelli were both 
similarly quick to sing the praises of the 
Cumbrian Ford. Tuohino, a man who gave up 
his sixth place for fellow Ford driver Colin 
McRae on the 2002 Swedish, stepped up to a 
current-generation World Rally Car after 
driving a Skoda Fabia R5 to a credible fifth in 
WRC 2 on last year’s event. The 43-year-old 
Finn admitted, however, that, as good as the 
car undoubtedly is, it might have got the better 
of him as he struggled to take the thing to the 
limit and get the best out of the Fiesta WRC. 
Bertelli’s event was spoiled by a number of 
close inspections of the snowbanks for the 
returning Italian. Takamoto Katsuta was a 
name on everybody’s lips this time last year, 
when the Japanese sensationally won his 
maiden WRC 2 round in a Ford Fiesta R5. 
Once more equipped with Pirelli’s finest 
Sottozero Ice covers, the Toyota Gazoo 
Racing junior driver was all at sea in conditions 
entirely dissimilar to those he’d mastered 12 
months ago. Buoyed by the third fastest time 
in WRC 2 on the second shot at Likenas on 
Sunday morning, he dropped it on the 
following Torsby finale. 

Day one: 86.56 miles; 8 stages
Weather: overcast -1º – 5ºC
End of day one: Suninen/Salminen 
1h11m05.3s; 2 Tanak/Jarveoja +2.0s; 3 
Mikkelsen/Jaeger +17.8s; 4 Evans/Martin 
+28.6s; 5 Lappi/Ferm +42.0s; 6 Loeb/
Elena 48.8s.
Day two: 78.40 miles; 8 stages
Weather: overcast -3ºC – 6ºC
End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja 
2h19m31.7s; 2= Mikkelsen/Jaeger; 
2 =Lappi/Ferm +54.4s; 4 Neuville/Gilsou 
+56.8s;5Evans/Martin+1m08.7s;6
Meeke/Marshall+1m36.5s
Daythree:31.88miles;3stages
Weather:overcast0ºC-6ºC

Gronholm’s return 
didn’t go to plan

Continued from page 21
“My driving,” he sighed, “was not 

good. After the first spin, I said to 
Timo [Rautiainen, co-driver]: ‘How 
much did we lose with the spin?’ He 
gave me this look and said: ‘It doesn’t 
matter…’”

At the same time, Gronholm 
admitted the shape of  the latest 
generation of  World Rally Car had 
also worked against him.

“I remember when I was in this 
rally the last time,” he said. “I could 
put the front bumper of  the car to the 
snowbank and slide right around the 
corner. But now, all this aero goes into 
the snow and suddenly zip, we are 
around again.”

An afternoon off  and Gronholm 
was back with a more tempered 
approach for the weekend.

“I was off  so many times  yesterday I 
don’t want to push anymore,” he said.

In an effort to tame the Japanese 
beast, Gronholm was working his left 
foot hard on the middle pedal, 
regularly lighting up the discs. 

By Saturday night, he admitted he’d 
seen the full extent of  the progress of  
the World Rally Car across the last 
decade. Having driven more familiar 
stages in Sweden, he knew what sort 
of  speed he’d carried through some 
corners in the past. The present day 
was a scary place.

“I can see from my notes,” he said. 
“Before I would have to lift to come 
through a corner. But in this car, with 
all this aero, bam – you just go. I would
say it is a little bit scary when I don’t 
have the confidence in the notes or in
the aero.

“I think this comeback thing was 
tougher than I thought it would be.”

Surely not, surely there’s time for 
a Finland?

“Finland? What? Oy, oy, oy… no! 
No to Finland. No to this. I’m done. 

SUPPORTS

Pah, I’m finished now.”
Ahead of  the event, Gronholm’s 

former rival Petter Solberg 
reckoned Bosse had told him he was 
going to win.

Gronholm’s riposte was rapid. 
“Petter, I told you I would win the 
Grandpa class!”

In that respect, he delivered on his 
promise. But 38th place wasn’t what 
he came for. Best remember the big 
man in his pomp; cutting corners, 
getting away with it and winning 
Sweden for fun.

Winning for fun brings us neatly 
back to Tanak, who did just that on 

Sunday. The best of  the rest tried 
and failed to slow the Estonian 
express – next month we’ll see 
whether he can master the 
champion-elect’s next trick: can he 
ride the Mexican wave and win from 
the front on the loose-surface gravel 
in Leon?

levelling a steep learning curve by 
slashing the gap between himself  
and the R5 benchmark to a second 
per kilometre on some stages.

ERC Junior graduate Tom 
Kristensson collected a debut 
JWRC victory after long-time 
leader and pacesetter Dennis 
Radstrom went off  the road late on 
Saturday. Despite going off, 
Radstrom’s 12 stage wins ensure he 
sits fourth in the table, one place 

ahead of  Britain’s Tom Williams. 
Williams was classified a career 

best fourth (edging a brace of  sixth 
place JWRC scores last season) in 
the Junior standings with series 
new boys Roland Poom and Jans 
Solans, the Spanish R2 champion, 
second and third respectively. 

 Williams told MN: “This was a 
great result for me. I can’t believe 
how much I’ve learned from when I 
was here last year.”

Despite illness, Solberg scored a fourth Rally Sweden Historics win

RALLY ESSENTIALS

Loeb found Sweden comeback tough
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Probably deserves an eight as 
well – especially as he scored 
more fastest times than his 
team-mate… Without that 
spin on Friday morning and a 
slightly livelier start to 
Saturday, he’d have been on 
the podium. Probably second. 
Praise this better, stronger and 
faster Elvis.  

Throttle problem made his 
start to the rally a bit of a 
nightmare, but once he’d got 
his hands on a fully 
functioning Ford Fiesta 
WRC, he didn’t really make 
the best of it. Real shame for 
the likeable Swede. Hard to 
know where he goes from 
here career-wise.

Escaped a couple of 
moments and ran second for 
much of the event, but found 
his Hyundai to be lazy and 
unresponsive at times. Good 
to see the Norwegian at the 
finish and with a strong 
result, but he needs to use 
this a springboard back to 
the big time.  

Thatpowerstagerunhas to
go down and one of the finest 
single-stage efforts in recent 
memory. He probably had the 
best of the worst conditions, 
but still… Made no mistakes 
and fully deserved the result 
mentor Markko Martin should 
have had in 2004.

After taking the timeto tellMotorsportNewsprecisely
what’s needed to succeed in Sweden (MN, February13)
the four-time winner did precisely what he said must be 
avoided at all costs and hit the snowbank on Friday. 
And Saturday.

Wesimplycan’t sully thememoryofoneof theworld’s
greatest rallydriverswithamarkoutof10onthisone
(especially not when we’ve already given him the wooden 
spoon). Suffice to say, Gronholm’s belated 50th birthday 
party wasn’t the bash he hoped for.   

Must have wondered why
he’d gone for this one, when
he was being spat out of the
ruts at 100mph. But he’s not a
nine-time world champion
(and former Rally Sweden
winner) for nothing. Built his
experience and quickened his
pace when he was
comfortable.

Generally endured some of the
worst road conditions and was
frustrated to be on the fringes of
a podium fight. But… he
wanted points and progress
from the first two rounds and
he’s delivered both. Goes to
Mexico a solid fourth in the
championship.

We could talk about him 
leading the rally. Or we could 
talk about how his hopes 
turned to a nightmare when 
he slipped off the road in 
Hagfors. Or… we could talk 
about how he bounced back 
from the biggest low of his 
career. How? Third fastest in 
Vargasen. Hence the eight.

Couple of spins, including 
a tasty 360 in Vargasen, but 
last year’s winner seemed 
to struggle to find the 
rhythm which came so 
easily 12 months ago. 
Once again finished top 
Hyundai and was best of 
the non-Ott Tanaks in the 
powerstage.

SEBASTIENOGIER
CITROEN C3WRC

ESAPEKKALAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC

ELFYN EVANS
FORD FIESTA WRC

PONTUS TIDEMAND
FORD FIESTA WRC

ANDREAS MIKKELSEN
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

OTT  TANAK 
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

JARI-MATTI LATVALA
TOYOTA YARIS WRC

MARCUSGRONHOLM
TOYOTAYARISWRC

SEBASTIENLOEB
HYUNDAI i20WRC

KRISMEEKE
TOYOTAYARISWRC

TEEMU SUNINEN
FORD FIESTA WRC

THIERRY NEUVILLE
HYUNDAI i20 WRC

DRIVER ANALYSIS BYDAVIDEVANS

Round2/14,67thRally Sweden , February 14-17
 POS DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR TIME

1 Ott Tanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST)  Toyota Yaris WRC 2h47m30.0s
2 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Citroen C3 WRC +53.7s
3 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +56.7s
4 Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +1m05.4s
5 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +1m08.2s
6 Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) Toyota Yaris WRC +1m38.8s
7 Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MCO) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC +1m49.7s
8 Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford Fiesta WRC +3m37.7s
9 Ole-Christian Veiby (NOR)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) Volkswagen Polo GTI R5 +6m34.0s
10 Janne Tuohino (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN)  Ford Fiesta WRC +8m21.4s
20 Lorenzo Bertelli (ITA)/Simone Scattolin (ITA) Ford Fiesta WRC +13m25.3s
21 Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +14m44.4s
23 Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Marko Salminen (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +16m24.5s
29 Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Citroen C3 WRC +24m19.0s
38 Marcus Gronholm (FIN)/Timo Rautiainen (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +42m27.1s
R Eerik Pietarinen (FIN)/ Juhana Raitanen (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 SS19 accident
R Takamoto Katsuta (JPN)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) Ford Fiesta R5  SS19 accident
R JariHutunen(FIN)/AnttiLinnaketo (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5  SS18 accident

RESULTS

DRIVERS
POS DRIVERS PTS
1  Ott Tanak  47
2  Thierry Neuville  40
3  Sebastien Ogier  31
4  Kris Meeke  21
5  Esapekka Lappi  19
6  Sebastien Loeb  18
7  Elfyn Evans  13
8  Andreas Mikkelsen  12
9  Jari-Matti Latvala  10
10  GusGreensmith 6

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
MANUFACTURERS
POS TEAMS PTS

1  Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT  58
2  Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT  57
3  Citroen Total WRT  47 
4  M-Sport Ford WRT  30

Lost out in the 
snowbank lottery and 
paid a high price for 
letting the rear of the 
C3 WRC run slightly 
wide in Finnskog. 
Bounced back with 
fastest times and a 
sizey, tree-dodging 
moment on the 
Vargasen stage.

Forget the fact thathe
looked like Timo Salonen 
or Pentti Airikkala (neither 
were particular fashion 
icons, but both were fairly 
handy Finnish 
wheelmen…), this was 
one of Lappi’s strongest 
ever drives. And if you 
haven’t seen his moment, 
do so now.
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ESAPEKKALAPPI
Did you see that fifth-stagemoment?PinginghisCitroen C3 WRC off a snowbank sent it 
into a lateral cartwheel. “I thought: “OK,nowit’s finished…” That monster moment dropped 
the Finn to ninth,but top three timesonhalfof the remaining stages elevated the former 
European champion toabrilliantsecondplaceandadeserved podium finish.  

MARCUS GRONHOLM
We can’t do that, can we? How hugely disrespectful. Sorry Marcus. Equally, by his own high 
standards, I think he’d be expecting this. Enormous respect for coming and giving it a go 
and even more gratitude for being at his charismatic and entertaining best. 

STAR 
DRIVER

WOODEN 
SPOON

Can Tanak win 
again in the 
Mexican hills?

RALLY MEXICO
MARCH 7-10
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BRC CAMBRIAN RALLY

EDWARDS WINS 
HOMEEVENT

I
t’sthesweetestoneyet.”
Thosearebigwords
fromamanwhowonboth
theBTRDAandBritish
RallyChampionshiptitles
lastyear.ButforMatt
Edwards,aCambrian

Rallywinwasn’t justtheperfect
starttohisBRCtitledefence;itwasa
winonhishomerallythathe’sbeen
chasingforone-and-a-half decades.

However,Edwards’ jobwasnotmade
easy.Anyfearsthatthenewseasonwould
bedominatedinthesamefashionas2018
werequicklyquashedwhenDavidBogie
grabbedthefirstscratchtimeof 2019,
albeitby0.8seconds.

Thenextstagewaseventighter,with
EdwardsandthereturningTomCave
bothsettinganidenticalfastesttime
throughAlwen,whichelevated

Edwards (r) and new co-driver Walsh (l) 

Reigning champ is challenged, but unsuccessfully. By Luke Barry

Edwards’ first 
Cambrian win

Bogie took a strong second in Wales

Edwards into a 1.9s lead as Bogie 
slipped to second. Elsi would belong 
to Edwards outright as he began to 
get into his stride, opening up a 5.1s 
advantage over Cave at first service.

Hyundai rival Cave wasn’t worried 
though. “It’s been solid,” he said.

“The first stage was incredibly 
slippery, I had a big moment on the 
first corner which kind of  woke me 
up. We’re building it up slowly, but 
it’s good fun and a great battle.”

 After working on the set-up to try to 
find more traction, Welshman Cave 
promised that  there was “definitely 
more to come.”

Bogie found himself  back in third 
after the first three stages, 6.6s off  
Edwards’ lead and only two seconds 
ahead of  the charging Skoda of  Marty 
McCormack. But the Scot knew where 
he was losing out.

“To be honest the first stage felt very 
scrappy,” Bogie admitted, “I was 
surprised that the time was quickest.

“At the end of  the stage we checked 
the tyre pressures and realised we 
had a punctured tyre. So we did the 

next two with no spare and that played 
on my mind too much.”

McCormack meanwhile was the only 
man in the same league as the leading 
trio, despite his Fabia dropping out of  
stage mode briefly on stage three. 

Battling on stages he hadn’t 
competed on regularly, he joked: 
“I think that’s why I’m so fast, I don’t 
know where I’m going!”

Reigning Irish Tarmac champion 
Josh Moffett’s return to the BRC wasn’t 
“going too bad”, but he admitted he 
couldn’t keep up with the “hot and 
heavy pace” out front. So much so 
that fellow BRC returnee Desi Henry 
had overhauled Moffett’s Fiesta to 
pinch fifth.

“We had a good enough few stages 
getting back into gravel again, we 
haven’t been on it for a long time now,” 
Henry said.

The afternoon consisted of  four 
more classic Welsh tests; visits to 
Crafnant and Gwydir before a repeat 
of  Alwen and Clocaenog.

The battle at the front showed no 
signs of  letting up either, with the top 

three still only covered by 17.7s as they 
brought their cars to Llandudno for 
the second of two services.

Bogie and Cave were both fairly 
relaxed about the prospect of  
challenging Edwards after the first 
three tests, but the reigning champion 
underlined his credentials by taking 
a clean sweep on the afternoon loop, 
extending his stage win tally to six 
out of  seven.

And, alarmingly for his rivals, 
Edwards wasn’t exactly sure where the 
pace was coming from.

“To be honest I thought I’d lose a bit 
of  time in those last two, I didn’t quite 
hook it up as I’d like in some of the 
corners,” was Edwards’ initial 
assessment of  his afternoon’s work.

He was relishing the tussle up front 
though: “We have to try and repeat what 
we’ve done this afternoon this evening. 
It’s really good to have the battle though, 
it’s what you do it for so to have those 
two guys at it flat out is something else.”

Cave had started the loop as Edwards’ 
closest challenger, but dropped 12.3s 
throughout the afternoon to drop to 

third in his new-for-2019 Hyundai.
He returned to Llandudno in a 

dejected mood, having failed to cure 
the issue that also bothered him in 
the morning.

“We are struggling for traction and 
grip,” he said.  “We’re pushing hard but 
when there’s no grip or traction there’s 
not much you can do.”

Cave opted for soft compound tyres for 
the final loop of  stages in his efforts to 
keep hold of  second, albeit to no avail.

Bogie was more than happy to take 
advantage of  Cave’s woes and stole the 
runner-up spot after stage seven, but the 
Fabia R5 was now 14.4s behind Edwards’ 
leading Fiesta.

“He’s going very well,” said Bogie of  
his rival. “We’re pushing 99 per cent. 
We’re not making mistakes which is 
good, we have a wee bit left in the tank 
but that’s how you get caught out.

“It’s just so tight. Just half  an 
overshoot, half  a spin and you’re out 
of  contention so maybe in the longer 
rallies if  you were to make a mistake 
there’s time to get it back but here 
there’s not.”
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Leadingthenextall-Irishgaggleof cars
wasstillMcCormack,buthisgripon
fourthhadweakenedfrom20.8sto9.6s.

Thiswas,inpart,becauseof ahalf-
spinonstagefourand“tryingnottobe
wild”butlosingsometimeasaresult,
plusaspiriteddrivefromHenrywho
“surprised”himself withhispace,
overcomingagearshift issuetoclaim
athirdfastesttimeonstagefive.

Asdarknessfell, itwasCavethat
madethebrighteststartbytaking
hisfirstoutrightstagewinonstage
eight.Thatliftedhimbacktosecond
aheadof Bogie,butEdwardshitback
withacommandingstagewinonthe
penultimatetest.

Hehelda23.8sleadgoingintothe
finalElsitestandemergedwitha26.5s
leadoverBogie.Cave’sHyundaiwas
eliminatedfromproceedingsthanks
totwopuncturesmeaning,although
hemadeitoutthestage,hewouldn’t
getbacktoLlandudno.

“Iwaslyingatthestart[whenhesaid
he’djusttakethepoints],”Edwards
beamed.

“ObviouslyIwantedtowinbutIjust

thought‘comeonyou’vegotCaveand
Bogieandwholehostof others’and
thoughtitmaybeabitmuchtoask
afternotagreatfeelingonRallyGB,
butIcan’tbelieveit.

“It’ssogoodtogetthatmonkeyoff
mybacktowinmyhomerally.All
mylocalclublothavebeenwinding
meupforweeksaboutit.”

Bogieconcededdefeatandwasupbeat
abouttherestof theseason:“Secondis
agreatstart.There’salotmoretocome
andwe’llgotoWestCorkandpushlike
helltotryandfightforthewin.”

McCormackwaschief beneficiary
of Cave’sdemise,climbingtothirdon
arallyhe’dneverstartedbefore.His
marginoverHenryinfourthwas9.5s,
withMoffettcompletingthetopfive.

MeirionEvansdebutedhisHyundai
i20R5ongravelandsandwichedhis
carinbetweenthetwounregistered
Hellerbrothers,withAlberto
finishingsixthandPedroeighth.

BrendanCumiskeytookninth
inhisright-hand-driveSkodaFabia
R5.ThomasPreston’ssimilarcar
roundedoutthetop10.

STAGE WINNERS
SS1 Clocaenog 
1(4.86 miles) 
David Bogie/John Rowan 
(Skoda Fabia R5) 4m16.8s

SS2 Alwen 1 
(6.52 miles) 
Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh 
(Ford Fiesta R5); 
Tom Cave/Dale Bowen 
(Hyundai i20 R5) 6m06.5s

SS3 Elsi 1 
(4.81 miles)
 Edwards/Walsh 6m14.2s

SS4 Crafnant 1 
(4.82 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 5m25.4s

SS5 Gwydir 1 
(4.85 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 5m12.3s

SS6 Alwen 2 
(6.82 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 6m11.5s

SS7 Clocaenog 2 
(4.86 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 4m17.4s

SS8 Crafnant 2 
(4.82 miles) 
Cave/Bowen 5m26.s

SS9 Gwydir 2 
(4.85 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 5m16.5s

SS10 Elsi 2 
(4.81 miles) 
Edwards/Walsh 6m29.2s 

Wilson takes a mighty JBRC win

Welsh championship honours to Russ Thompson

TheCambrianRallywasallaboutan
epicbattlebetweenatrioof Peugeot
208R2s,with1.9secondssplitting
first-timewinnerJamesWilsonand
seriesregularWilliamCreighton
after10gruellingspecialstages.

JoshMcErleanwasontopinthe
morningbywinningClocaenogand
thenrepeatedthefeatonAlwen.Buta
“tricky”stagethree,wherehe“tookit
steady”,resultedinMcErleanlosing11
secondstostagewinnerCreighton.

ThatallowedCreightontocreep
aheadof McErleanoverallandtakethe
lead,butonlybyaslender1.6s.

“Theywereprettycleanstagesfor
us,Isupposethat’sthemainthing,”
Creightonsaidafterwards.

“Inthefirsttwoweweremaybe
alittleoff thetopbutthethirdone
wasgoodsowe’llgooutandtrydoit
againthisafternoon,”heconfirmed.

Undeterredbyhislossof time,
McErleandeclared:“We’llgofor
apushinthesecondloop.”

RecentBillyColemanAward

Russ Thompson put his considerable
experience to good use to take victory
on the opening round of the Welsh
Rally Championship.

Piloting a Group N Mitsubishi
Lancer E9, Thompson was mixing
it as high as fourth in the National B
event in the morning, and would go
on to win six out of the seven Welsh-
counting stages, missing the clean
sweep of fastest times by 5.9 seconds
in the final test.

Elsewhere, Scott Faulkner (Lancer
E9) and Richard Hill (Subaru
Impreza) enjoyed a superb scrap

throughout the day for the
remaining podium places.

Hill was fastest first but was quickly
overhauled on stage two, before
another quicker time through Elsi
lifted Faulkner’s advantage to 4.6s.

“Those last few stages were very
rough, we haven’t done such rough
stages in a while so it’s not going as
well as it could be at the moment,”
Hill commented at service.

Hill responded in stage four by
going 0.8s quicker and then 9.8s
quicker in five, but the final two
tests belonged to Faulkner and

a scratch on stage seven meant he 
took second overall by just 1.6s.

Chris Powell (Talbot Sunbeam) 
and Dave Brick (Vauxhall Nova) 
contested a similarly close battle 
for 1600 honours. In the end the 
battle swung Powell’s way, finishing 
fourth by 7.2s.

Tom Llewellin landed a fine 
ninth overall in the National B 
event, and top Welsh Junior in his 
historic Ford Escort Mk2, while 
Matthew Hirst never made it out 
of  stage one due to an alternator 
failure on his Mitsubishi.

RESULTS

British Rally Championship, Cambrian Rally, round 1/6, Feb16

POS DRIVER/NAVIGATOR CAR TIME
1 Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta R5 54m58.7s
2 David Bogie/John Rowan Skoda Fabia R5 +26.5s
3 Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell Skoda Fabia R5 +1m08s
4 Desi Henry/Liam Moynihan Skoda Fabia R5 +1m17.5s
5 Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta R5 +1m51.5s
6 Alberto Heller/Jose Luis Diaz Ford Fiesta R5 +2m31.7s
7 MeirionEvans/JonathanJackson Hyundai i20 R5 +2m48.5s
8 PedroHeller/MarcMarti Ford Fiesta R5 +2m54.3s
9 BrendanCumiskey/RonanO’Kane Skoda Fabia R5 +3m23.9s
10 ThomasPreston/AndrewRoughead Skoda Fabia R5 +4m08.5s

11 Alex Laffey/Stuart Loudon (Ford Fiesta R5); 12 James Wilson/Arthur Kierans (Peugeot 208 R2); 13 William Creighton/
Liam Regan (Peugeot 208); 14 Marty Gallagher/Dean O’Sullivan (Peugeot 208 R2); 15 Josh McErlean/Ger Conway 
(Peugeot 208 R2); 16 Jordan Hone/Aileen Kelly (Opel Adam R2); 17 Enda McCormack/Paul Sheridan (Ford Fiesta R5); 18 
Finlay Retson/Tom Hynd (Ford Fiesta R2T); 19 Ruairi Bell/Darren Garrod (Ford Fiesta R2T); 20 John Morrison/Peter 
Carstairs (Mitsubishi Lancer E9).
Class Winners: BRC 1: Edwards/Walsh; Junior BRC: Wilson/Kierans; National Rally Cup: Morrison/Carstairs.

Wilson scored a narrow victory late on in Junior BRC Wilson (r) and Kierans (l) celebrate their triumph

McCormacktookthirdinlatedrama,aheadoffellowFabiadriverHenry

Thompson won six out of seven stages in his Mitsubishi Lancer E9

Cave showed his pace in BRC return but punctures proved costly

John Morrison won 
the National Rally Cup

winner Wilson had also snuck his way 
up to third in class after a strong time 
through Elsi.

“We had an off-road excursion on 
stage one, and dropped maybe nine 
or 10 seconds,” he revealed. “It was 
a lot more slippery than I anticipated.”

Creighton continued his charge 
into the afternoon with a scratch 
time on stage four, but a “rock left 
in the middle of  the road” punctured 
his front-right tyre on the following 
test and cost him 35s. 

That left McErlean and Wilson free up 
front, and the pair were scintillatingly 
close all afternoon. Wilson overtook his 
rival on stage four to lead by 0.3s, with 
that gap never reaching more than a 
second as the duo returned to service 
separated by a mere 0.1s.

The final three stages belonged to 
Creighton. He began the loop 21.9s 
adrift of  Wilson but took 20s back 
through the darkness to fall just 
short of  a superb victory. 

McErlean’s challenge faltered when 

he picked up a puncture, allowing Marty 
Gallagher to steal the final podium place 
after Jordan Hone suffered with a car 
set-up “too low” for the rutted final 
stages. He fell from third to fifth.

“It’s a bit surreal,” enthused Wilson. 
“It was definitely a tough day but we’re 
happy to get the first win and the £2,500 
prize money.” 

Creighton was reflective: “When we 
found out we were second we were very 
happy with that as we left service fifth, 
but to lose by 1.9s is frustrating. But I 
don’t think we could’ve done any more.”

Finlay Retson, whose gearbox was 
flown in from Poland the day before 
the rally after the first broke in a 
shakedown, Ruairi Bell and Bart Lang 
were the remaining JBRC finishers. 

James Williams failed to make it past 
stage three. First, the boost pipe on his 
Fiesta R2T split and then a wheel hub 
broke, dislodging one of  the wheels.

John Morrison won the National 
Cup in his Mitsubishi E9 ahead of  
Richard Phillipson’s Honda Civic. 
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Cambrian Rally, BTRDA Rally Series, round 1/7, February 16

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC 39m52.0s
2 Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta WRC +3.3s
3 Niall Henry/Damien Duffin Citroen DS3 R5 +58.6s
4 Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m39.2s
5 Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May Subaru Impreza +1m45.4s
6 Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry Ford Fiesta R5 +1m53.8s
7 StephenSimpson/MarkGlennerster Ford Fiesta WRC +2m00.1s
8 Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m01.5s
9 Scott Faulkner/Gareth Parry Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m30.4s
10 Richard Hill/Patrick Cooper Subaru Impreza +2m32.0s

11 Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor (Lancer E9); 12 Petr Krizan/Lukas Sintal (Lancer E9); 13 George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins (Hillman
Avenger); 14 Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam); 15 Dave Brick/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Corsa); 16 Damien Pratts/Jonny Tad Evans
(Ford Escort Mk2); 17 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg (Escort Mk2); 18 Craig Cameron/Rhys Stoneman (Impreza); 19 Andy Williams/Andy
Darlington (Impreza); 20 Owen McMackin/Lee Taylor (Escort Mk2).
Class winners: Joseph Keen/Paul Barbet (MG ZR); Alan King/Michael Jones (VW Lupo GTi); Rob Richards/Wendy Gibson (Peugeot
106); Powell/Lewis; Zak Hughes/Tom Wood (Ford Fiesta ST); Naylor/Lawrence; Damion Thomas/Paul Bevan (Peugeot 206); Iwan
Roberts Jnr/Steve Griffith (Ford Escort G3); Pratts/Evans; Bainbridge/May; Thorburn/Beaton; Lepley/Jenkins; Hunter/Fagg; Perry
Gardener/Keaton Williams (Ford Fiesta R2).

T
helongjourney
fromScotland
proved
worthwhilefor
2013GoldStar
championsEuan
Thorburnand

PaulBeatonastheytooktheirnew
FordFocusWRCtovictoryonthe
openingroundof the2019BTRDA
RallySeries.Theywerefasteston
fiveof thesevenspecialstagesin
theNorthWalesforestsand,
despitealatetechnicalissue,they
heldontowinbyjustoverthree
secondsinaclosefinish.

Despitethisbeingtheirfirstouting
intheirFocusWRC,Thorburnand
Beatongottheirdayoff tothebest
possiblestartwithfastesttimes
throughtheopeningstagesin
ClocaenogandAlwen,before
stormingthroughthefive-mileElsi
stage,taking10soutof theirnearest
rivals.Theyreturnedtotheservice
haltinLlandudnowitha14slead.

“It’sbeengoodsofar,”admitted
Thorburn,whowaspleasedwithhis
progress,beforejoking,“thoughthe
car’sdrivingmeatthemoment”.

HoldingsecondplacewereCharlie
Payne/CarlWilliamson,theYorkshire
driversayingthattheywereoff the
pace.“Wehadaproblemonthe
RiponianStageswiththerearbrakes,
andthey’restillnotright,”Payne
admitted.“Ithinkit’sacalipersticking
on.”Evenso,thepairhadbeensecond
quickestoneachof thestages.

InthirdplacewereNiallHenry/
DamienDuffin,theBallymenadriver
bringinghisCitroenDS3R5toWales
forthefirsttime.Despitealackof
familiaritywiththeseforests,Henry
washappywithhisperformance.
“Thestagesaregood,thoughthelast
onewasabittricky,”hesaid.Three
topthreestagetimesensuredhe
heldapodiumpositionatthispoint.

PatNaylor/IanLawrenceheldfourth
intheirMitsubishiLancerE9,thepair
happythatdifferentialproblemson
theeveof theeventappearedtohave
beenresolvedandthatNaylor,who
hadbeenunwellinthedayspreceding

theevent,wasfeelingbetter.They
alsoheldtheProductionCuplead
aheadof rivalsRussThompson/
AndyMurphy.“We’vehadno
problemsreally,”saidThompson,
“wejustneedtobealittlequicker.”

Alreadyoutof theeventwere
StephenPetch/MichaelWilkinson,
whoseFiestaWRChadrear
differentialissues,IanJoel/Graeme
WoodwhoseFordEscortCosworth
hitastagetwoculvert,whileSam
Bilham’sfirstBTRDAruninaFiesta
R5endedwithadamagedradiator.

Thorburnmaintainedhis100per
centrecordof fasteststagetimesonthe
fourthstageatCrafnat,taking16sout
of thefield.AslightmisfireinGwydir
onlycosthimasecondof hishalf-
minutelead,butthesecondrun
throughAlwenprovedfarmore
worrying.TheFocusstoppedonthe
stageatonepoint,beforeemerging
withaleadof underthreeseconds.
ThankfullyforThorburn,he
managedtotakeanotherfastest
stagetimeonthefinaltest,albeitby
lessthanasecondtosecurethewin,
Thorburnbeingpleasedwiththe
performanceof thenewcar.

Withhisbrakeproblemspersisting
intheafternoon,Paynedecidednot
totakeanychancesandsettledfor
secondposition,thefinalgaptothe
leaderjustoverthreeseconds.

It was a repeat of the morning’s
run for Henry as he set top three
fastest times on every stage, the
Citroen being problem-free, though
he did confess “I would like some
more power” as he compared his
R5 to the WRC cars. Third overall
was a good reward for his efforts.

Acoupleof warninglightsthatkept
comingondistractedNayloroverthe
latterstages,thoughhedidn’tneed
toworryashisLancermadeittothe
end,takingfourthandtheProduction
Cup,asrivalThompsontooksecond
inclassdespitedroppingdownthe
leaderboardlateon.

Beforetheevent,IanBainbridge/
DanielMayhadbeenhopingtobe
amongtheleadingB13runnersintheir
SubaruImprezaand,despitesome

Focus pair survived 
late event car scare

niggles with the car’s gearbox, the pair 
enjoyed the stages and were delighted 
to win the class and finish fifth overall.

Following the cancellation of  the 
Snowman Rally, Mark McCulloch/
Michael Hendry were another crew 
to travel from Scotland for the event 
to try out their new Fiesta R5. Not only 

was the car new, it was McCulloch’s 
first time on the Cambrian and first 
time in a left-hand-drive car. Apart 
from the driver suffering a headache, 
he had a good day, as he became 
accustomed with his new car, which 
he described as “brilliant” as he 
moved up to sixth at the finish.

CLASS ROUND-UP

Once again, there was a good battle 
for the 1400cc honours between 
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis in their Talbot 
Sunbeam and Dave and Toby Brick. 
Driving his son’s Vauxhall Corsa rather 
than his own Nova, Brick held the lead 
at service, despite going off briefly on 
SS3. Powell, meanwhile, felt his 
performance had been “rubbish” over 
the first three tests and promised to 
attack the afternoon’s stages. Despite 
catching a car on the Gwidyr test, 
Powell managed to overtake his rival, 
finishing just over seven seconds 
ahead of Brick, who had a “scrappy 
afternoon”, which included a puncture 
on stage four.

Over the early stages, Bobby 
Mitchell/Shannon Turnbull opened up 
a lead of almost seven seconds to top 
class N3 ahead of fellow Ford Fiesta 
ST crew Zak Hughes/Tom Wood, who 
had backed off on the rougher sections 
of Elsi. Over the afternoon’s stages, 
Hughes was happier with his driving 
and he went on to win the category for 
the second year running, as Mitchell 
unfortunately suffered two punctures 
and dropped to second. Third went to 
Will Corry/Brynmor Pierce, who also 
suffered a puncture during the day.

On his first outing in his new Fiesta 
R2, Perry Gardener, partnered by 
Keaton Williams, eased himself into 
left-hand drive with a sensible pace 
early on, before speeding up as the day 
progressed. Despite a lack of tyres, the 
pair went on to win the R2 category, 
overtaking Ed Fossey/Will Rutherford, 
the latter crew adopting a steadier 
approach over the rougher sections, 
before finishing second on their first 
gravel outing in their Peugeot 208 R2. 
Tommi Meadows/Emma Morrison 
were pleased to pull back to third in 
their Fiesta after suffering a puncture.

Last year’s R2 winner George Lepley 
swapped to a Hillman Avenger for this 
event, and he and Arwel Jenkins 
adapted well to the slippery conditions 
to win the historic category. On his 
first Escort Mk2 drive Hugh Hunter, 
with Rob Fagg co-driving, took class 
H3 honours, despite spinning on the 
same hairpin on both runs of Alwen.

Former Trial 2 world champion Iwan 
Roberts Jr swapped to four wheels for 
the day, sharing a Ford Escort G3 with 
Steve Griffith and, despite early brake 
issues and losing sixth gear, the pair 
took class B11, as Damian Pratts/
Jonny Tad Evans overcame a stage 
three puncture in their Escort Mk2 
to overhaul Owen McMackin/Lee 
Taylor’s similar car to win class B12.

Powell topped close 1400cc fight

Gardener won the R2 category

Suspected caliper issue thwarted Payne’s Cambrian victory bid

THORBURN’SWELSH
TRIPREAPSREWARDS
Scottish driver takes the win in new Focus on BTRDA opener. BySimon Gronow





Joshua andTamsyn Davey’s DarrianT90 returned to action and took fifth
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RESULTS

Snetterton Stages, MN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/8, Feb 16

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER CAR TIME
1 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi 52m14s
2 Mark Kelly/Chris Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +45s
3 Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 +1m55s
4 Steve Finch/Sam Fordham Ford Fiesta R5 +2m00s
5 Joshua Davey/Tamsyn Davey Darrian T90 +2m09s
6 Anthony Robinson/Ross Forde Proton Satria Milington +2m48s
7 Pete Rayner/Aron Rayner Ford Escort +3m29s
8 Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates Porsche Cayman +3m36s
9 Robin Adams/Ray Keith Ford Escort RS +3m48s
10 Mike Bayliss/Richard Wood BMW Compact +4m14s

Event class winners: West/Hounslow; Finch/Fordham; Davey/Davey; Mark/Matt Blackmore (Vauxhall Corsa); Paul Sheard/
Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5). MN class winners: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Sheard/Lindsay; Davey/Davey;
West/Hounslow; Ray Read/Stuart Anderson-Peters (Audi quattro).

C
hris West has made
a habit of winning
the Snetterton
Stages in recent
years, but his third
consecutive victory
intheeventlast

Saturdaywasarguablyhismost
dominantdisplayyet.

ThereigningMNCircuitRally
championcompletedaperfectweekend
withawhitewashof theday’seight
stagesinNorfolk,finishing45seconds
clearof nearestrivalMarkKelly.

WestandKellymadeupjustafewof
theregularfrontrunnerstomakethe
triptoSnetterton,JohnStoneopting
insteadtoheadfurthernorthto
participateinSunday’sJackFrost
StagesRallyatCroft.

Despiteabsentees,runner-upKelly
admittedafterwardsthateventhe
bestoppositiononhandwouldhave
struggledtobeatWest’sever-improving
Peugeot306Maxiontheday.

Progresswascleartoseeinthefinal
resultswhencomparedtoWestand
co-driverKeithHounslow’sfirst
Snettertontriumphtwoyearsago;
thepaircompletedtherallyalmost
three-and-a-half minutesquicker
thantheydidin2017.

“Idon’tthinkwecouldhave
beatenthemtoday,evenwithoutour
troubles,”saidKelly,whospentthe
majorityof thedayrecoveringfrom
anincident-strewnopeningstagehe
laterdescribedas“shocking”.

Carstravelledthewrongwayaround
thetraditional300circuitinthemorning
stagesandthegreasysurfacecaughtout
severaldriversontheopeningrun,
includingKellyontwooccasions.

Therearendof hisFordEscortMk2
kickedouttooambitiouslyaccelerating
outof Richesandspathimintothe
barriers,thedamagemerelycosmetic
incomparisontothetimelost.“The
trackconditionsfeltweirdthere,
becausenormallyI’dcatchthosesort
of slides,”hesaid,asasecondmoment
laterinthestagelefthimadisheartening

21sadriftof histargetmanWest.
Westtookaneight-secondleadinto

stagetwoaheadof fellowSmithand
JonesenginecustomerNigelMummery
(FordFocusWRC).ThePeugeotman
thenquicklyextendedthatcushionto
18switharapidsecondrun.

Thetrendwasset,anditwould
continuethroughoutthedayasWest
andHounslowtickedoff thestagewins
onebyone.Theironlyscarecamein
theafternoonwhenHounslowclocked
rattlingnoisesinthe306onstagefive.
Itwasadriveshaftrelatedproblem,
butthetroublesomeboltswere
swiftlytightened.

IttookKellyjusttwostagestojump
fromfifthbacktosecondplace,although
hewas leftwitha37-seconddeficitto
Westafterstagefour.

Achangetothecircuit’susual
directionfortheafternoonloopmade
Kellymuchmorecomfortable,hewas
nowfeelingtheaddedgripfromyears
of rubberleftonthetraditionalracing
linethroughthefastersections.

Overthefinalfourstages,theEscort
surrenderedjusteightsecondstoWest,
unluckynottostealastagewinwhen
baulkedbehindSteveFinch’sFiestaR5.
Therealdamagehadbeendoneinthe
morninghowever,andWestwasable
toseeoutathirdwinof theseasonwith
theaidof Hounslow’sreassuringadvice.

“I’mreallypleasedforallof us, it’sabig
teameffort,”saidWest.“Keithkeepsme
rightandknowswhenIshouldbegoing
forit. Istill thinkthere’smoretocome,
Idon’twanttostopuntilI’veprovedthis
isoneof thebestcarsinthecountry.”

Hounslow’scalmnesswasinstark
contrast:“SometimesI’llsay‘wecan
takeitabiteasiernow’,butthenhegets
theredmist!”

Mummery’sFocusretiredonstage
fourwithitspowersteeringlocking,
leavingatenseduelforthefinalpodium
spotbetweenSteveTilburnandFinch.

Now“gettingthemost”outof his
Escort,Tilburnbenefitedfrom
followingWesttogainvitalseconds,
usurpingFinchonstagesixtodeny

CLASS ROUND-UP

Mechanical gremlins left Paul 
Sheard’s latest win in Class B 
in doubt for much of the rally.

The greasy opening two stages 
caught out the Mazda MX-5 driver 
on several occasions, handing a 
comfortable advantage to Abi 
Mahmood in a Suzuki Swift, now 
utilising gear ratios adapted for 
Tarmac rallies.

The Suzuki’s run would be halted 
by mechanical issues of its own 
when engine mount problems 
caused its retirement, having run 
as high as 15th overall. Sheard 
crawled home for overall class 
spoils and maximum MN points.

“We almost didn’t make that 
one,” said Sheard. “I considered 
taking a maximum stage time at 
the end but you want to carry on. 
We don’t know the problem 
yet, but we got the job done 
again – somehow!”

Sheard’s team-mate Steve 
Dolman crashed his MX-5 into 
a concrete block exiting a tight 
hairpin, while Ashleigh Morris was 
hindered by a broken gearbox 
mount in her Ford Fiesta.

Snetterton has often been kind 
to Mark and Matt Blackmore, the 
pair sealing a fine victory in Class 
A. The Vauxhall Corsa duo held the 
lead from the start, and finished 
over two minutes clear of nearest 
rival, Dale Lawson, in 17th overall.

Second was enough for Lawson 
to seal maximum MN points and 
close the gap to Craig Aston – 
who finished fifth – in Class A, his 
MG ZR benefitting from a new 
Metro engine previously used for 
hillclimb events.

Joshua Davey returned in style 
to grab Class C honours for the 
repaired Darrian T90.

Relieved to finish the rally after 
engine and misfire problems kept 
him out of action for over a year, 
Davey beat the Ford Escorts of 
Robin Adams and the returning 
Aaron Rix to also take maximum 
MN points in the class.

No longer racing in his mother’s 
Ford Ka, Rix enjoyed a maiden 
run in his father’s Ford Escort Mk1. 
“It’s a very different beast,” he said. 
“It flows much better, but at the 
start I was actually quite nervous. 
It’s a beast, but such a fun car.”

Steve Finch and Sam Fordham 
may have missed out on third 
overall, but the Ford Fiesta R5 
comfortably won Class E ahead 
of Anthony Robinson’s Proton 
Satria Millington. Maximum MN 
points went to the venerable 
Audi quattro of Ray Read in 
third, entered for the remainder 
of the season.

Chris West and Keith 
Hounslow’s unbeaten Class D
form continued thanks to a third
consecutive overall victory.

West/Hounslow
were unstoppable

Sheard took Class B victory

n

the latter a debut podium in an R5 he 
bought the week prior.

Joshua and Tamsyn Davey returned 
in their Darrian T90 for the first time 
since Knockhill last season, finishing 
fifth ahead of  Anthony Robinson’s 
Proton Satria Millington.

Pete Rayner’s Escort was next up 
ahead of  Ciro Carannante’s Porsche 
Cayman, the top 10 completed by 
Robin Adams’ Escort RS and the 
flying BMW Compact of  Mike Bayliss.

Leaving with an 83-point 

championship lead, West’s title 
defence was boosted by Mike 
Taylor’s consistent run coming 
to an abrupt end. Taylor’s Talbot 
Sunbeam Lotus suffered persistent 
throttle problems throughout the 
morning, sticking open on the third 
stage and spitting him through the 
wooden paddock fencing.

Former British GT racer Nigel 
Greensall made his debut in a rally-
prepared Toyota GT86, finishing 
seventh in Class C and 22nd overall.
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How a scintillating race from Mexico City unravelled. By Tom Errington

Just10metreswould
havemadethe
difference,reckoned
MahindraRacing’s
PascalWehrlein.

Pickingupwherehe
leftoff attheprevious

roundinSantiago,itwasacrueltwist
of fatethatagainhewouldlosea
chanceof victoryatthedeath.

Doubleso,whenitisconsidered
MahindralostawinatMexicoCity
lastyeartoo:Wehrlein’spredecessor
FelixRosenqvistwasthevictimthen.

Thistime,Mahindra’svictory
slippedawaywhenWehrlein,fresh
off thebackof on-the-limitdefending
againstAudidriverLucasdiGrassi,
coastedtowardsthefinishline
whenhiscarshutdownwith
noenergyremaining.

Wehrleinbelievedthatwould
neverhavehappenedif hehadlifted
onceintoacorner,despitehisearly
seasonclaimsenergymanagement
was“quiteeasy”.

Itwastheculminationof an
unorthodoxandchaoticrace.
Theweekendbuild-upbegan
withcomplaintsfromthelikes
of reigningFormulaEchampion
Jean-EricVergnethattheGen2
carhadlessenedtheskillof
energymanagementin
favourof flat-outsprints.

Vergnewouldalsobecome
thereasonforthosepredictions
provingfalse.Butforthattohappen
itrequiredafrighteningcollision
betweentheDSTecheetahdriverand
NelsonPiquetJrwhentheJaguar
driverclosedinheadingtowards
thefinalchicaneonlapthree.

Piquetclippedtheright-rearof
Vergne’scarandlaunchedintothe

airbeforetheslidingJaguarside-
swipedAlexanderSimsahead.

“Yeahitwasaggressive,Iwas
committingtothecorner,butwhen
youstartdefendingyouexpectthe
guytobrakedeep,he’snotgoingto
brakeinthepointwherehe’scoasting
oronasavinglap,”saidPiquet.

“So,thatcaughtmebysurprise, it
wasclosingthedoorandIthought
he’dbrakedeeperandhebraked
waytooearly.WhenIhithimI
wasstillaccelerating.”

Vergnecountered:“Iclosed
thedoorandIkeptmyline.Idid
nothingwrongandIbrakedon
thenormalpointandhejust
wentflyingoverme.”

Significantdebrisfromthat
clashcausedaredflaganda
franticreassessmentof energy
andattackmodestrategies
beforetheraceresumed.

Whilethelikesof Venturi’s
FelipeMassaandNissane.dams
werecaughtoutbyincorrect
calculations,Wehrleinstill looked
untouchable,ashehadwhenhe
begantheracefrompole.

ButaNissanmistakebegan
Wehrlein’sdemise.OliverRowland,
enjoyinghisbestweekendin
FormulaE,hadworkedasabuffer
totheadvancingdiGrassi.

YetRowlandtookhissecondattack
modelateon,withdiGrassirighton
histail,andslidwideashewentoff-
linelosingtheposition.

Thatopenedupafive-lapsprint
totheflagasdiGrassireeledin
WehrleinastheMahindradriver
pulledoff adefensivemasterclass.

Butthepressureandearly
excessiveenergyusefinallytoldon
thefinallap.DiGrassilookedtothe

insideatTurn1beforepullingside-
by-sidewithWehrleinapproaching
theTurn3/4chicane

Wehrleinstayedaheadonlyby
cuttingthechicanebutdiGrassi
wasrelentlessandthewastedenergy
playedintotheAudidriver’shands.
WhenWehrlein’senergywassapped,
diGrassidivedtotheinsideagainst
thepitwalltotakethenarrowest
of wins.

DiGrassiarguedWehrleinwas
“morethanaggressive”inhis
defending:“Iknewhewasrunning
outof energy.

“Iwasputtingpressureonhim,
tryingtoovertakehimallof the
lastfivelaps.

“Andthen,inthechicanecoming
outof Turn3,Icouldseeeverycorner
helefthewasdefending,closingthe
door,andwasgoingtotheoutside.

“OnthelastlapIwasbehindhim
andpretendedtogototheoutside
andheleftadoorsmallenoughtogo
downtheinsidebetweenthewall
andthekerbandIwentthere.

“Iwentside-by-sidewithhimand
thenhecutthechicane.Probablyhe
wouldgetapenaltyanyway,but
thatwasthemove[thatwaskey].”

Wehrleininsistedhewasn’t
disappointedbyhisfinish,although
angeredbyafive-secondpenaltyfor
hischicanecutthatdroppedhim
tosixthoverall.Buthedidhitout
atdiGrassi.

“AllthetimeIamclosetohimwe
eithercrashortoucheachother,”
saidWehrlein.“Itseems[tobe]the
wayhelikestodrive.[But]forme
it’sfine.”

Wehrlein’smiserywasmatchedby
Nissan’sracealsogettingderailedon
thelastlap.Asoftwareissuecauseda

DIGRASSIWINSDRAGTOTHE
LINE TO DENYWEHRLEIN

Di Grassi swerves
around Wehrlein

Last-lap pass gave di Grassi victory

RESULTS

Round4/12,MexicoCity(MEX),February16.45laps–58.451miles

POS DRIVER CAR TIME
1 LucasdiGrassi (BRA) AudiSportAbt /Audie-tronFE05 1h13m15.422s
2 AntonioFelixdaCosta (PRT) BMW/BMWiFE.18 +0.436s
3 EdoardoMortara (CHE) Venturi /VenturiVFE-05 +0.745s
4 Jeromed’Ambrosio (BEL) MahindraRacing/MahindraM5Electro +1.159s
5 AndreLotterer (DEU) DSTecheetah/DSE-TenseFE19 +1.785s
6 PascalWehrlein (DEU) MahindraRacing/MahindraM5Electro +5.210s*
7 MitchEvans (NZL) Jaguar / Jaguar I-TYPE3 +5.800s
8 FelipeMassa (BRA) Venturi /VenturiVFE-05 +8.084s
9 SamBird (GBR) VirginRacing/Audie-tronFE05 +8.356s
10 DanielAbt (DEU) AudiSportAbt /Audie-tronFE05 +8.438s
11 RobinFrijns (NLD) VirginRacing/Audie-tronFE05 +9.044s
12 OliverTurvey (GBR) NIO/NIO004 +11.252s
13 Jean-EricVergne(FRA) DSTecheetah/DSE-TenseFE19 +19.153s
14 AlexanderSims(GBR) BMW/BMWiFE.18 +20.471s
15 TomDillmann(FRA) NIO/NIO004 +20.871s
16 GaryPaffett (GBR) HWA/VenturiVFE-05 +23.272s
17 JoseMariaLopez (ARG) DragonRacing/PenskeEV-3 +41.542s
18 StoffelVandoorne (BEL) HWA/VenturiVFE-05 +43.425s
19 FelipeNasr (BRA) DragonRacing/PenskeEV-3 +1m56.160s
R OliverRowland(GBR) Nissane.Dams/Nissan IM01 44 laps-outofenergy
R SebastienBuemi (CHE) Nissane.Dams/Nissan IM01 44 laps-outofenergy
R NelsonPiquet Jr (BRA) Jaguar / Jaguar I-TYPE3 2 laps-accident

* = five-second penalty for cutting the track. Winner’s average speed: 47.872mph. Fastest lap Wehrlein 1m01.112s,
76.611mph. Superpole: 1 Wehrlein 59.347s; 2 di Grassi 59.653s; 3 Massa 59.695s; 4 Rowland 59.808s; 5 da Costa
59.819s; 6 Buemi 59.949s. Qualifying: 1 Rowland 59.593s; 2 Wehrlein 59.604s; 3 Massa 59.719s; 4 di Grassi 59.739s; 5
Buemi 59.763s; 6 da Costa 59.778s; 7 Sims 59.782s; 8 Vergne 59.802s; 9 Mortara 59.935s; 10 Turvey 59.936s; 11 Piquet
59.959s; 12 Lotterer 1m00.050s; 13 Dillmann 1m00.192s; 14 Nasr 1m00.210s; 15 Lopez 1m00.293s; 16 Paffett
1m00.340s; 17 Frijns 1m00.375s; 18 Evans 1m00.424s; 19 d’Ambrosio 1m00.455s; 20 Vandoorne 1m00.844s; 21 Abt
1m00.936s; 22 Bird. Championship: 1 d’Ambrosio 53; 2 da Costa 46; 3 Bird 45; 4 di Grassi 34; 5 Wehrlein 30; 6
Lotterer 29; 7 Frijns 28; 8 Vergne 28; 9 Evans 28; 10 Mortara 27.

Red flag came after Piquet Jr and Vergne crash
Wehrlein led every lap 
until the final tour of race

Photos: LAT
FORMULA E: MEXICO 

miscalculation on energy 
management by just one lap as 
Rowland and Buemi fell from 
third and fourth to 20th and 21st.

For the chasing Antonio Felix da 
Costa and Edoardo Mortara, who 
managed their energy better, they 
were rewarded with second and 
third respectively.

A welcome gift for Mahindra is 

that it left Mexico on top of  
the championship and Jerome 
D’Ambrosio’s recovery drive from 
19th to fourth ensured he returned 
to the top of  the drivers’ standings. 

He toppled Virgin Racing driver 
Sam Bird, whose weekend was 
derailed by a driveshaft failure in 
qualifying before an impressive 
damage limitation drive to ninth.
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WRC STAR BREEN UP
FOR RALLYCROSS START
Supercar run fuels interest but testing vital

ByHalRidge

World Rally Championship refugee
Craig Breen is considering trying
rallycross this season following a
first Supercar test at Mondello Park
in his native Ireland last week.

BreendrovedoubleEuropeanchampion
DerekTohill’sFordFiestaSupercaratthe
IrishRallycrossChampionshiplaunch
andcompletedaround10lapsatthe
CountyKildarevenue.

“I justdidahandfulof lapsbutitwas
definitelysomethingdifferent,”Breen
toldMotorsportNews.“Ididn’tdo

enoughtogetcompletelyintohowexactly
everythingworks,butthepoweris like
somethingI’veneverdrivenbefore.
Thecarfeltnice, Icoulddoeverything
Iwantedwithit.”

Thetwo-timeWRCpodiumfinisherand
formerJuniorworldchampionsayshe
hasopportunitiestocompeteinrallycross
thisseason.“Idohavesomeoptionstodo
somethinginrallycrossthisyear,butit
wouldn’tbemynumberonepriority,”he
said.“ObviouslyIwanttogobackrallying
again, that’smyfirst love.Butdefinitely
I’dliketotry[rallycross], Ienjoyeddriving
aSupercarandI’dliketohavearacein

one.If itworksout, itwouldbegreat.”
Whilethe29-year-oldhasn’trevealed

wherehecouldrace,hesaysatesting
programmewillbeamustbeforeany
competitiveouting.

“Itdoesn’tmakesense[notto]
especiallyif Idon’thaveanyexperience
inacarlikethattojust landonarace
weekend,”saidBreen.“Becauseof the
limitedamountof timeinthecaryouget
inaraceweekenditwouldtakenearly
thewholetimetogetmyheadaroundit.”

BreenalsosampledTohill’sEuro
RXtitle-winningrear-wheel-drive
FordFiestaattheIRXlaunch.

Ovalracingmulti-championGordon
AlexanderwillmoveintoNational
HotRodsthisyear,drivingan-ex-
BradleyDynesVauxhallTigrabuilt
byfour-timeworldchampionCarl
BoardleyandlastracedbyNorthern
IrishmanThomasDilly.

Alexander,the2017two-litre
HotRodworldchampion,will
initiallyraceintheScottishseries,
butanticipatesswitchingtothe
Englishqualifyingcampaign
whenthenewseasonbeginsafter
July’sWorldFinal.Heistargeting
becomingthefirstScotsman
towintheworldchampionship.

“Itwouldbeniceforsomebody
todoit,”saidAlexander.“We
conqueredthetwo-litres.

“IhadapracticeatLochgellyand,
lookingatthelaptimes,wewere
definitelyonthepace.Afterthe
WorldFinal,wemightgoandstart
doingtheEnglishrounds–give
ourselvesachancetocompetewith
thefastercars.Wedidthatwiththe
two-litre.Weweregettingnowhere
andIsaid: ‘Weneedtogoandrace
againstthem.’Soweracedin
England,wentandracedinIreland
andcompeteduntilwegottothetop
end.Weendedupwinningit.”

Alexander’sfirstchanceof major
honoursintheformulawillcome
onhishometrackatLochgellyin
April’sEuropeanchampionship.

TomHarrismademoreUShistoryat
theAllStarCircuitof Championsseries
atVolusia,Florida,becomingthefirst
UKdrivertoqualifyforanAllStar
Circuitof ChampionsA-Mainfeature.

Hefinishedseventhinhisheat,which
waswonbyTonyStewart,beforelining
uponthefrontrowof the15-carB-Main
feature.Hefinishedthirdinthatevent,
whichwasenoughforhimtoprogress
totheA-Mainfeature.

“ThecarhastobeperfectandSammy
Swindelldefinitelyknowshowtogetit
right,”saidHarris.“Istillcan’tbelieveI
madetheshow.”

Inthe30-lapA-Main,withhiscar
tighteningupastheracedeveloped,
Harrisfinished23rdbehindBradSweet.

“ThecargotprettytightintheA-Main
asIlostthreeinchesof stagger,”Harris
explainedafterwards.

ThefollowingeveningHarrisandhis
teamstruggledtofindpaceinthecar
duringthefirstroundof theWorldOf
Outlawsseries.

Asaresulthefinishedlastof eightin
hisheatbehindSweetandeventual
featurewinnerDarynPittman,before
takingninthof 12intheB-Main,
eventuallyfindingsomespeedlateon.

“Westruggledtogetthemotortorun,”
saidHarris.“Butwegotitgoingbythe
B-Main.”

UnfortunatelyforHarris,thatrace
wouldbehislastof theweek.Hewas
forcedtowithdrawthefollowingdayafter
blowinghisengineduringhishotlap
session,theV8unitdroppingapiston.

Afurtherenginefailureduringpractice
atBubbaRacewayinOcalacurtailed
Harris’sUSadventureforgood.

HarriswasalsothefirstUKdriver
toqualifyfortheChiliBowlMidget
NationalsA-Mainfeaturelastyear.

Breen enjoyed
rallycross power

SPORTING SCENE

Sarrazin is latest Global
Rallycross recruit

Scot plans National
move in new Tigra

Harris makes more US 
history with A-Main start

Collard’s restored Renault
for Retro Rallycross

Orders received for Smith’s new Ford Fiesta Hot Rod

Motorsport With Attitude show event to return in 2020 after successful maiden edition in Peterborough

A new Ford Fiesta National Hot Rod 
broke cover at the Motorsport With 
Attitude show in Peterborough. 

Simon Smith, a past Hot Rod driver 
who has more recently competed on 
circuits in the Intermarque series, is 
the man behind the project.

“My dream was always to get a 
hatchback back onto the ovals again,” said 
Smith, who has been developing the new 
car with his Autocross firm for two years. 

“As much as the Ginetta, Vauxhall Tigra 
and Mercedes SLK are lovely looking cars, 

they’re not a true Hot Rod – they’re not 
what your local boy drives about in.

“We looked at the Audi A1, we looked 
at the Volkswagen Polo, but I always 
wanted to do a Fiesta.”

The finished bodyshell retains a Fiesta 
silhouette but has been lowered by 20cm. 

Smith has two confirmed orders already 
and aims to complete the first chassis to 
have a Hot Rod on track by the end of  
April. He plans to race an example himself  
in the circuit-based Super Silhouettes 
championship later in the year.

Motorsport With Attitude, a new show 
headlined by oval racing formulas, will 
return to Peterborough’s East of  England 
Arena on February 8/9 next year after a 
successful first edition last weekend. 

The event featured cars from all forms 

of short oval racing including BriSCA 
Formula 1 and National Hot Rods, as well 
as autocross, rallycross and even the 
British Touring Car Championship. In 
addition to static displays, around 300 
machines took part in demonstration 

racesatthevenue’soutdoorarena.
StarguestBarryLee,thefour-timeHot

Rodworldchampion,treatedshow-goers
toridesinKennyPurdie’sFordEscort
Mk2ClassicHotRodandregaledstories
onstageof hispastantics.Further

attractionsincludedOliverBennett’sXite
Sportrallycrossteamanditssimulators.

OrganiserDaveRenniesaid:“The
feedbackhasbeenverygood;it’sdefinitely
gotlegs.There’sagoodvibewhichIthink
iskey–peopleareenjoyingit.”

Former Supernational rallycross
driver Phil Collard will return to the
discipline this season competing in
the Retro Rallycross Championship.

Collard will campaign a Renault 5
in the series, a machine originally
built by Kevin Stones in the late 1980s.

He has spent the last 14 months
working on the rear-engine, rear-wheel
drive hatchback.

“Almost every mechanical part has
been renewed or replaced,” said
Collard. “The car has had a new rear
chassis fully updated to current
safety requirements and it’s running a
two-litre period engine, which would
have been used in Division Three back
in the day.”

After being campaigned by owner
Stones in period, the Renault 5 was
subsequently bought by Mike Bourner,
who raced it until 1994. After years in

 Motorsport all-rounder Stephane 
Sarrazin will compete in the Global 
Rallycross Europe series this year. 

Ex-Formula 1 driver Sarrazin 
has competed in Formula E and 
endurance racing of  late, finishing 
second at Le Mans four times, while 
he’s also contested several rallies.

He will pilot a new single-make 
Pantera RX6 in the GRC Titans 
class this season. 

“I am always looking for new 
challenges and when I learned about 
GRC Europe from Alex Wurz, who is 
totally hooked on rallycross now, I had 
to find out about it,” said Sarrazin. 
“It looked very exciting from the start, 
particularly in bringing my off-road 
and Tarmac skills together in a single 
race. To my great surprise, it was not 

Smith’s Hot Rod 
Fiesta on show

storage, the car was bought by Michael
Boak’s MB Motorsport team, where
restoration work was undertaken
before Collard bought the machine. He
is hoping to debut the Renault in the
first round at Silverstone next month.

“I cannot wait to use it at my first
event,” Collard added. “Hopefully
we’re going to do a full season of Retro
Rallycross at long last. We’ve got a
month to do some testing and set the
car up but it should be competitive.”

Renault 5 has been overhauled

Alexander’s Boardley Vauxhall

Irish Rallycross Championship 2019 is launched

too hard to find the sponsors due to 
the lower costs and here I am looking 
forward to testing the brand-new 
PanteraRX6 car by MJP Racing.” 

The first round of GRC Europe 
will be held at former European 
Rallycross Championship venue 
Dreux, France, in late June. 

Sarrazin, 43, added: “Rallycross 
is new to me but it is cool imagining 
how competitive racing [will be].” 

Versatile Frenchman is well suited

Mondello Park’s rallycross
circuit will be run in a number of
configurations, in both directions,
for the 2019 Irish Rallycross
Championship season, which
was launched at the Naas
venue near Dublin last week.

The IRX series will get
underway at Mondello next
week, while the Pallas circuit
in Tynagh, County Galway will
host round two. A double-header
weekend will be held back at
Mondello in July for the fourth
and fifth rounds, with the seven-
event calendar being concluded
at the end of November.

CALENDAR

NEW LAYOUTS IN 2019

Irish Rallycross C’ship

RD VENUE DATE
1 Mondello Park Mar 3
2 Tynagh Apr 7
3 Mondello Park May 19
4 Mondello Park Jul 20
5 Mondello Park Jul 21
6 Mondello Park Oct 20
7 Mondello Park Nov 24
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It was inevitable that Ott Tanak and Toyota would be among the favourites for this year’s title given the pace and skill he showed through
the 2018 campaign. He knew it, and his rivals knew it. And now, after his seventh win at the top table, everyone else knows it too.

He has been able to comfortably outpace his team-mates so far, and is leading the Japanese firm’s attack. And, given the dominance he showed on Rally 
Sweden, the portents for a competitive season seem to have taken a very serious knock.

While reigning champion Sebastien Ogier is struggling to get to grips with his new mount at Citroen and Thierry Neuville unable to put together a consiste
threat for Hyundai, the only worry for Tanak should be coming from his own team. However, Kris Meeke and Jari-Matti Latvala are nowhere near him –so far. 
was only a cruel twist of mechanical fate that stopped Tanak from being in the heart of the title fight going to Rally Australia last season. Given the performan
so far, that is a place he seems certain to be in this year. 
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

The Estonian’s easy win on Rally Sweden should worry his WRC rivals

Gary Hill took this photograph of a gorgeous Vauxhall Chevette preparing for the season at a Brands Hatch test

Tim Hall snapped this Darrian at Goodwood

The BARC Big Night Out, sent in by Bruce Grant-Braham

South Downs Stages fun, taken by Mike Bouts

Legends battling at Knockhill, captured by John Henderson

A Ford Escort Mk2 pushing on, sent in by Ben Forrester

The Launceston Classic trial, taken by Duncan Stephens

Paul Trueman visited last weekend’s Cambrian Rally

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE’S
FAVOURITE OF 
THE WEEK!
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PLUS: ALL THE USUAL NEWS,VIEWS AND REPORTS

NEXT WEEK OUT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27

LISTINGSTV GUIDE
LIVE TVThe 2019 Formula 1 season is 

officially underway as pre-season 
testing is taking place at the Circuit 
de Catalunya this week. Watch 
the live action on Wednesday and 
Thursday (1300-1700hrs, Sky 
Sports F1) for days three and 
four of the first test. 

On Friday, you can relive the 
very best moments from last year 
with a 2018 season review and 
witness all the twists and turns as 
Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian 
Vettel battled for the title (1700-
1800hrs, Sky Sports F1).

Elsewhere, watch highlights 
from round four of the 2018/19

Formula E season from Mexico 
City as championship leader 
Sam Bird attempted to extend 
his points advantage (Friday, 
1230-1330hrs, BT Sport ESPN).

On Saturday you can also see 
the best moments from the second-
ever Jaguar I-Pace eTrophy 
Series race also from Mexico 
City (0800-0830hrs, BT Sport 2).

And finally, enjoy the thrills and 
spills from the second round of the 
World Rally Championship from 
the snow-covered stages of Rally 
Sweden (Sunday, 0500-0600hrs, 
BT Sport ESPN). Who would 
master the conditions best?

NASCAR visits Atlanta

RALLY
FRIDAY/
SATURDAY

Guernsey, 
Channel Islands
Resolution IT 
Guernsey Rally
Starts 1730hrs
Admission free
Web guernseyrally.
com

FRIDAY-
SUNDAY

Stoneleigh 
Park, Coventry
Race Retro
Starts 0930hrs

Admission 
see website
Web raceretro.com

SATURDAY
Kirkistown 

circuit, Co. Down
Pacenotes Rally 
Magazine Stages
Starts 0930hrs
Admission TBA
Web namcc.com

SUNDAY
Abbeyleix, 

Co Laois
Abbeyleix Manor 
Hotel Stages

Starts 0905hrs
Admission TBA
Web birrmotorclub.
com

Knockhill 
circuit, Fife
Grant Construction 
Rally Stages
Starts 0831hrs
Admission adult £10, 
under 12 free
Web 
borderecossecarclub.
com

Details correct at time of 
press but please check 
before travelling

NASCAR: 
Atlanta

Race: Sunday, 1830hrs, 
Premier Sports 2

FAVOURITE LIVERIES 1980s MATT KEW’S TOP THREE PICKS

Group 5 Lancia Beta Montecarlo
Stopping short of towing the Colosseum down the Mulsanne Straight, Jolly 
Club’s Lancia Beta Montecarlo couldn’t have looked anymore Italian at Le 
Mans in 1980. The country’s national flag was draped over the bodywork, 
and with the black wheels it looked downright brilliant. It’s a shame the outfit 
played it much safer when it took the 037 rallying.

Group A BMW 
635CSi
My general rule is that no 
predominantly black or white livery 
can ever be the greatest. If it’s black, 
it won’t look good in photos. If it’s 
white, then it simply isn’t finished. 
Martini colours are massively 
overrated. But to have the internals of 
the 635CSi painted on the bodywork 
of Schnitzer’s Spa 1986 challenger 
(and on what looks like graph paper) 
is just inspired. All is forgiven.
 
Wildcat 8B
The STP colours are more closely 
associated with Richard Petty 
plus NASCAR. But, to my eye, the 
paintjob looks infinitely better-suited 
to Gordon Johncock’s 1982 
Indianapolis 500 winner. Thanks 
to the dayglow running over the 
haunches and front and rear wings, 
it only serves to emphasise that the 
8B looks fast even at a standstill.

HOW TO GET STARTED IN MOTORSPORT

FORMULA 1

ESSENTIAL EOUIPMENT
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