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Tin-top title winner signs up with Power Maxed Racing for 2019

PLATO

JOINS VAUXHALL FOR BTGG PUSH

'.-‘i

Plato will handle a Power Maxed Astra

By Matt James

Jason Plato has switched to Vauxhall to contest
this season’s British Touring Car Championship
atthe wheel of a Power Maxed Racing Astra.
The two-time title winner, who has won arecord
97racesintheseries, will begin his testing
programme with the team next month.
“Iamreally excited and energised about what can
beachieved at Power Maxed Racing,” said Plato,
who won thetitlein a Vauxhall Astrain 2001. “Whatis
importantistobe competitive every weekend. The focus
istowinraces.If we can do that, titles should follow.”
Full story, p2-3
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The most successful BTCC driver ever is

et
e 2

By MattJames

Jason Plato will contest
the 2019 British Touring
Car Championship with
the Power Maxed Racing
teamin a factory-backed
Vauxhall Astra.

The 97-time BTCC race winner
inked adeallast week and will
begin atest programme with
the Warwickshire-based team
earlyin March.

Itmeansthe doubletitle winner
will rejoin Vauxhall, the marque
with which he took hismaiden
BTCCcrownin200lasa
factory driverina Triple Eight
Race Engineering Vauxhall
Astra Coupe.

“Tamreally excited and
energised about what canbe
achieved at Power Maxed
Racing,” said Plato, “Ireally
like [team principal] Adam
Weaver-we clicked as soon as
wemet and I know somekey
staff therefrommy daysasa
factory Vauxhall driver with
Triple Eightin 2000 and 2001.

“From an operational point
of view, L know Power Maxed

Title with Vauxhall in 2001

W(ABS )N

Racingisrunintheright way and
itwasaquick, race-winning car
last year. PMR was in contention
in the teams’ championship and
itisagood, solid outfit. Adam
and [team manager]Martin
[Broadhurst] have got genuine
well-thought-out ambitions.

“Itisanexciting opportunity
and one which, with all things
beingequal and providing we
getagoodrunand weall work
hard, we can be competitive.”

A team-matefor Plato will
be announced within the next
two weeks.

Making history
Platoisthemost successful
BTCCdriverintheseries’ history.
Heeclipsed Andy Rouse’slong-
standing benchmark of 60 wins
atBrands Hatch at the start of
2011 and hasgoneontoreach
thebenchmark of 97.

Thenew challenge puts him
firmly ontrack toland afurther
landmark number. “It would be
lovely to getto 100 wins: there’s
justthreemoretogo,” said Plato.
“Butthat’snotthefocus. The
focusistowinracesandthe
championship, and one will
follow the other.

“Whatismoreimportantis
thateach weekend we are
competitive, and we arefighting
atthefront. The concept of
winningatitle by comingthird at
every meeting doesn’t appeal to
methough. It doesn’tsexme up

b SCl6s:! e—m

—that’snot whatitis aboutforme.

“If the winis on, I want to gofor
it. Iwanttoleave weekends with
race wins under my belt. Thatis
what gets me out of bed and that
iswhatIamabout. Yes, thereis
abiggerpictureand hadIbeen
apercentagebloke, I would
probably have won alot more
championships, but thatisnot
inmy make-up.

“If Igetto100race wins,itdoesn’t
meanIam suddenly goingtostop
trying. ItisjustanumberandI
will still have more racesto win.”

Platohasbeeninthe
championship for every season
since 1997, apartfrom a sabbatical
in 2002 and 2003. He has won at
leastoneraceinevery campaign
hehas contested aside from last
season, when he was at the wheel
of aTeam BMR Subaru.

New partnerships
Platowilljoin thefactory-blessed
Vauxhall attack, which took shape
initsmodern guisein 2017.

Weaver’s Power Maxed Racing
team attracted works backing for
two brand new Astras, and Tom
Chilton took a podium finish on
the car’sdebutat Brands Hatch
with Rob Huff adding another
latein the 2017 season.

Lastterm, thefront-wheel-drive
car wasarace winnerinthehands
of Senna Proctor and Josh Cook,
with Cook finishing sixth in the
overall standings. Power Maxed
Racingfinished jointsecondin
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rejuvenated for 2019

| WANT 10 BE BAGK

theteams’ championship and also
thirdinthe manufacturer-
constructors’ contest.

The team will announce details
of major new backing for this
campaign within the nexttwo
weeks, and Platosaysheis
thrilled beinganintegral part
of puttingthis deal together.

Plato explained: “Iam proud of
thefactthatall of thedealsthatI
have donesincelcameback tothe
championship after asabbatical,
have been manufacturer deals
thatIhaveeitherpulled together
or have been pivotal tothe
funding stream.

“Very soon, the world will see

that wehave doneitagain. We have

gotanew excitingbrand that we
are bringing tomotorsportand
that doesn’t happen by chance,
that happens through hard work
and graftand understanding the
businessthatismotorsport.Iam
really chuffed that we have been
abletopull thisalltogetherasa
competitive programme.”

Back to the front
Platoaimstobounceback tothe
front this year with the Vauxhall
after astruggleinrecent seasons,
and hesaid thathehad even
considered takinga year out of
the BTCCin2019.

Hesaid thatlife changesin
thebackground, as well asthe
struggleforresultsontrack,
hadled him tostudy his options
carefully before committingtothe

> ""’PFAF)
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Power Maxed Racing programme.

“Icontemplated havinga year
out,” heexplained. “It was down
toamixture of things.I have got
alot of stuff going on away from
motorsport. My daughtersare
movingschools, whichmeansa
move of house. I wasnearly at
the conclusion that thingslike
thatare soimportantandIshould
take sometime out.

“Whilethe BTCCisonly 10
race weekends, itisnot.Itis24
hoursaday onmy mindandin
my system. I know how taxing
thatistomy wife, my girlsand
emotionally forme:itisa24-7gig.

“That, coupled with what had
happened over the last two years
and whereIwas, meantI wasa
bit bruised and beaten uptobe
honest.Ithoughtitmightbea
good ideato spear off andjust
think about my family, get that
sorted, recharge my batteries,
recalibrate, and put something
really great together for 2020.
Thatwasaveryrealidea.

“Ultimately my love of racing
and seeing the passion my new
team has, that has swayed me.
Ilovemotorsportandproviding
everythingwe putinplaceall
works as we have planned it will
be great. We have put theright
sortof dealin place that works—
if thathadn’t been possible, I
would have taken some time out.”

PMR delighted

Weaver, the team principal, first

became involved inthe BTCC
asasponsor through his
automotive brands, and Power
Maxed purchased two Chevrolet
Cruze carstocompeteinits own
rightin2015.

In2017,theteam switched
tothe Astra,anditwasan
immediate success. Weaver said
that Plato’s experience would be
usefulin pushingtheentire
programme forward.

“Jasonhasbeen aroundin
the BTCC and heknows what he
wants from a car, which will be
anadvantage,” said Weaver.
“Thewholeteamisexcited
abouthavingadriver with
Jason’slevel of successin
thesquad.

“Hebrings with him a profile
that we haven’t had before, which
will sit well with the current
partnersthat wehave. Heis the
most popular driver in terms of
thereactionfromthefansand he
hasahugefollowingon social
media, which only goestoback
uptheresultsthathehasalready
hadontrack.

“Wehave proved that wearea
team capable of winningraces
and now we want to take the
next stepand gofor overall titles.
Thatis, of course, whatevery
teamsetsouttodoandithas
tobe our ambitionfor the
2019season.”

The British Touring Car
Championshipkicks off at
Brands Hatch on April6/7.
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WINS: 10 PODIUMS: 30 FASTEST LAPS: 16 (PLUS ONE SHARED) POLE POSITIONS: 9

Photos: Jakob Ebre

The Power Maxed cars won
three races during 2018

WINS IN FULL |
Plato’s Vauxhallvictories
DATE | TRACK
2000 |BrandsHatch |April9 |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Vectra
2000 |Snetterton July8  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Vectra
2001 | Thruxton May 7  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe
2001 |Silverstone June 2  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe
2001 | Silverstone June 2 |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe
2001 _{Donington Park July 1 Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe
2001 | Knockhill July 22  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe
2001 | Knockhill July 22  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe —
2001 |OultonPark  |Aug 26 |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall AstraCoupe | Happy hunting ground:
2001 [BrandsHatch |Oct7  |Vauxhall Motorsport Vauxhall Astra Coupe | Snettertonwinin 2000

PMR team bossWeaver

7 J

Plato’s last BTCC win wasin a Subaru at Knockhill 2017
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TESTING TIMES

Barcelonadaylleaderboard

POS | DRIVER | TEAM

Sebastian Vettel | Ferrari
Carlos Sainz McLaren
Romain Grosjean | Haas
Max Verstappen | Red Bull
Kimi Raikkonen AlfaRomeo
Daniil Kvyat Toro Rosso
Sergio Perez Racing Point
Valtteri Bottas Mercedes
Lewis Hamilton Mercedes
Nico Hulkenberg | Renault
Daniel Ricciardo | Renault

Ricciardo’s move |LAPS
Daniel Ricciardo has admitted

the Red Bull Formula 1 team’s
handling of his Azerbaijan Grand
Prix collision with Max Verstappen
played a partin his decision to
leave for Renault. Speaking

about the factors that prompted
his team switch, Ricciardo said:

“l couldn’t tell you how many little
pieces made up the puzzle, the
kaleidoscope, butl guess thatwas
one of the little pieces. We both
got a talking to, putting it politely,
butin myeyes, | guess the incident
itself was...I felt like l was not
really in the wrong even though
Iwas the one that hit him. 1 think
most people saw the double move
[Verstappen made in defencel].
Butitwasn’tthe deal breaker.”

TIME
1m18.161s |169
1m18.558s |119
1m19.159s |65
1m19.426s |128
1m19.462s |114
1m19.464s |77
1m19.944s |30
1m20.127s |69
1m20.135s |81
1m20.980s |65
1m20.983s |44

IENDS FIRST
TESTOAY.ONTOP: —

Vettel leads Mclaren's Sainz. Jr-Sseem
as pre-season testing begins
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Smedley’s role

Former Williams and Ferrari engineer
Rob Smedley will take on a technical
consultant role with the F1 organisation.
Smedley made it clearhe was keento
remain in F1after he gave up his post
as head of performance engineering at
Williams at the end of last year. He has
now followed former colleagues Ross
Brawn and Pat Symonds in agreeing
to arole directly with the Formula One
Group. “It's well-documented that I'd
taken a decision to have alittle bit of
time away from the coalface inthe
teams,” Smedley said. “But| still have
ahuge burning passion for Formula 1
andlhope that this is away of me
giving a little bit back to the sport.”

Ferrari also set the
most laps on day one

ByJack Benyon

t0169 by the end of the day,
which alsoleft him comfortably
aheadin thattally.

and set thefourth-fastest time.
KimiRaikkonen kept Alfa
Romeointhetopfive, having

attheexitof thepitlaneatthe
beginning of the afternoon
running. Heblamed aloss

tyreonto set hisbest time, while
Perezonly added 10lapstothe
20he completed inthe morning,

Sebastian Vettel and Ferrari

Monger’s TV bow

Billy Monger will join Channel 4’s
presenting team for its Formula 1
coverage in2019. BRDC British F3
driver Monger will work alongside
grand prix winners David
Coulthard and Mark Webber on
the channel’s highlights coverage.
Speaking about his new role,
Monger said: “'m delighted to
jointhe Channel 4 F1 team this
season working around my own
racing calendar. I've been
watching the F1 coverageon TV
since | was little and whilst my goal
remains to be racing in one of the
carsoutontrackoneday,lam
really excited to get broadcasting
from the paddock thisyear.”

Brawn to be quizzed
F1 fans will have arare chance to
ask questionsto Ross Brawn ata

setthe early testing pace at
thefirst pre-season Formula
1testatBarcelona,as MIN
closed for press, beating
McLaren driver Carlos Sainz
Jrto the fastesttime.

Vettel seta1lmi18.161sinthe
morning session onthe C3
tyres—the middle compound
in Pirelli’s testingrange—to
end up 1.783 seconds quicker
than hisnearestrival, Racing
Point driver Sergio Perez.

Whilehedid notimprove on
thattimeintheafternoon,
Vettel did extend hislap count

Vettel’s deficit over thefield
wasreduced in the afternoon.
Haas’sRomain Grosjean was
thefirst driverto get within
one second of the benchmark
time, with alaponthe C3tyre
inthelasthalf hour of the
session helpinghim snatch
second from Sainz.

But Sainz took the position
back with an impressive
1m18.558slaptoend the day
0.397s slower than Vettel.

Sainzhad earlier brought
outthefirstredflagof the
afternoon when he stopped

of power for theissue, but
the car appeared torun
smoothly thereafter.
Grosjean had tosettle for
third, but Haashad amuch
better afternoon thanthe
morning. Grosjean’s car had
ground toahaltenteringthe
final chicane with fuel pressure
issuesearlierintheday.
Afteraslowstarttothefirst
test, the beginning of the Red
Bull-Honda relationship
received a boostinthe
afternoon as Max Verstappen
took histally upto 1281aps

setthefourthfastest time
earlier onin the day. Alfa Romeo
was still one of five teamsto
complete morethan 1001aps,
despite Raikkonen’s visit to the
gravel bringing out the first red
flag of the morning session.

His carthen stopped with about
aminuteleftin the afternoon,
bringing out thered flagagain.

ToroRosso’s Daniil Kvyat and
Perez set the sixth-and seventh-
fastest timesrespectively, but
both teams would likely have
wanted morerunning.

Kvyatneeded toboltthe C4

Aftertakingoverthe

with histeam finishingbottom
of thelaps-completed order.

Mercedesin the afternoon,
reigning champion Lewis
Hamilton could not wrest
Valtteri Bottas’s eighth place
intheorder by the end of the
day, buthe did complete more
lapsthan histeam-mate—
endingthe day with a tally of 81.

Behind the pair of Mercedes

drivers, Renaulthad a
disappointingday in terms
of timesasitsdrivers

rounded out the order.

Mercedes has worked to make new car “kinder” on its tyres

charity eventin High Wycombe in Mercedes saysit has worked wasastepgainintyre tyres—enough, we hope, to
Buckinghamshire on February 27. To hardtoensureitsnew W10 managementfor 2019. allow us tobe competitive at
be hosted by Steve Rider, ‘An Evening Formulal caris “muchkinder” “The handling of the W09 all phases of theraceand at

eachtrack onthecalendar.”
One of the team’s other
areas of focus was onreducing

was a bigimprovement over
theratheridiosyncratic W08,”
said Allison. “However,

toitstyresthatits predecessors.
Although Mercedes made
significant progresslast year

with Ross Brawn OBE' will feature the
former Ferraritechnical directorand
Brawn GP and Mercedes boss talking

about his careerin the series —and inimprovingonthe ‘diva’ notwithstanding this the weight of its car, as
the challenges he now facesasF1's characteristics of itstricky improvement, we were still Mercedes’long-wheelbase W10 also benefits from “aggressive” weight reduction
managing director of motorsports. The 2017 car, the W08, the team notas good as some of our concepthasmadeitdifficult

forittohitthe minimum
weightlimitin recent years.
Allison said an “aggressive”
weight reduction programme
had been undertaken on all

was stillnot satisfied with

how wellits 18 challenger was

abletolook afterits tyres.
Technical director James

Allison says Mercedeshasputa

competitors at preservingthe
performance of therear tyres.
“We have worked hard onthe
suspension and aerodynamic
characteristics todeliveracar

“Components that we felt
were stripped tothe bonein 2018
have been taken, one by one, and
subjected to a furtherround of
aggressive analysis toshave

“Even though the minimum
weightlimit waslifted by 10kg
for 2019, weight reduction
remainsareal challenge on
the current generation of F1

eventis in being held to raise funds for
Horizon Sports Club, an organisation
that encourages children and young
people with disabilities to participate
in sport. Tickets have been selling fast

and costfrom £18-£32. lot of effortinto ensuringthere that will be much kindertoits areasof thecar. cars,” hesaid. further weight fromthem.”
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‘Fittipaldi’s crashed

Lotus F1 car restored’

Photos: LAT

WILLIAMS IN.DISARRAY
WITH CARIDELA)

Only a show car was
present at test on Monday

.‘.

S

Historic news, pll

The Williams Formula 1
team was expected tomiss
the whole of thefirst two
days of pre-season testing,
as MN closed for press
onMonday.

The squadfinished
bottom of the constructors’
standingslast year andits
2019 campaign gotoff toa
bad start with the new FW42
notexpected tostart testing
until today (Wednesday)
“attheearliest”.

Williams wasracingto
finish the build of itsnew car
and had to cancel a planned
pre-test shakedown, before
announcinglast weekendit
would miss the opening day
of testing.

The car was still being
finished back attheteam’s
Grove headquarterson
Monday morning, with
only ashow carinthe
2019 colours present at
Barcelonatesting.

Williams “disappointed”

Theinitial delay
announcementledto
doubts Williams would
beabletogetthecarto
Barcelonaintimeto
belatedly start testingon
Tuesday morningashoped.

Deputy team principal
Claire Williams has
now admitted theteam
doubtsit will run on-track
before Wednesday.

“Itislooking morelikely
than not that we willnow
notbeinapositiontorun
on track until Wednesday

attheearliest,” shesaid.

“Thisis obviously
extremely disappointing,
butitis unfortunately the
situation wearein.

“We will be getting the
FW42ontrackassoon
asweareable.”

Thenewsmeans Williams
ispoised tomissatleast half
of thefirsttestand 25% of
thetotal amount of pre-
seasontrack time.Italso
limits the seat timefor
Williams’ inexperienced
line-up of F1debutant
George Russell and returnee
Robert Kubica—-wholast
racedin the seriesin 2010.

When thefirstdelays
were announced, Claire
Williams said: “Our absolute
priorityistoalwaysensure
webringacartothetrack
thatisthebestthatitcanbe
and sometimes that takes
longer than you’d anticipate
orlike.It’s clearly notideal,
butequallyit’snottheend
of theworld.”

RB135 is first to feature
Honda powerplant

Toro Rosso hoss helieves Red Bull will win with Honda power

ToroRossoboss FranzTostis  playedapartinconvincing intothem, they delivered,”
convinced Red Bull will win Red Bull to switch from said Tost.
races with Honda in the 2019 Renault power for 2019. “AndIam quitesure that

Formula 1season because the
engine hasimproved somuch.
Tosthasbeen ahuge

Hesaid he was “very happy”
about Honda’s progress and
predicted great things from

they will close the gap to the
top teams, and that RBR will
be able to winraces with them.

supporter of Hondasince his its tie-up with Red Bull for “And we will also gain
team changed toits engines thisyear’sRB15. alot of advantages out of
last season, and his views “Allthe expectations I put this cooperation.”

The Racing PointFormula 1 teamunveileda
new title sponsorship with SportPesa when
its carwaslaunched last week.Racing
Point’s RP19 carwillrace inalargely pink
livery thatreflects ongoing supportfrom

Renault optimistic
ahead of 2019 season

BWT, with blue flashes.Tomark its new title
sponsorship with African sportsbetting
company SportPesa, the company’slogo
appears withblue and white brandingon
the front wing, engine cover and rear wing.

Mclaren defends its decision to enter British American Tobacco partnership

McLaren has defendedits decision
toform a partnership with British
American Tobaccofor the 2019

Brown said the BAT partnership
should not be seen as atraditional
‘tobaceo’ sponsor.

transforming andis technology
driven. So we think there’s areas
where we can work with them and

Formula1season. “BAT is an outstanding help them in their transformation
BAT, which owned the BARF1 corporationthathasalong journey around technology. They're
team from 1999 until it morphed history inmotorsport,” he said. a great company to be working wi
into Honda’s works operationin “Our partnership’s onethatis i i ae ial” i
A A USRI s o ot Renault claims it has made “substantial” engine gains
McLaren MCL34 via ‘A Better their newer generation Renaulisaysithasmadea when asked about the scale “Itisvery muchnew, and
Tomorrow’ branding and has made products. Wedon’thave “substantial” stepforward of the power stepmade. “The itisjust pushingfurtherthe
clearit willnot be promoting any any relationship with the withits2019engineasit furthestIwill goisthatitis conceptthat weintroduced
tobaccoproducts via the deal. tobacco side of the bidstoclosethegapto thebiggest wehaveeverdone and tested successfully with
BAT’sreturn to F1 sponsorship business. Formulal'stopthreeteams.  sincethe V6[turbo-hybrid Red Bull-the C-specthat we
comes shortly after Philip Morris— “Their AttheRS19’slaunch,Renault engine]introduction.” electednottorun,” hesaid.
another tobacco company moving industryis F1managingdirector Cyril Abiteboul said Renault’s “Butitis OK, because we
intonew areas—increaseditsvisual = onethat’s Abiteboul was particularly engineershadlearned had enough information
presence on Ferrari’s cars viaits bullish about theprogress lessons from the spec C and feedback by gettingit
Mission Winnow project, which made ontheengine front. enginethat wasraced by ontheRed Bull. Ithasreally
has prompted an investigation McLaren “Nofigure-butitis Red Bulllast year, but that been pushed much further
in Australia. hasBAT substantial,” said Abiteboul, its2019designisanew one. with this year’s engine.”
McLaren chief executive Zak support

The“final part” Alfa Romeo needed to shake down its 2019 Formula 1 carlast Thursday was
collected from the airportin the morning by race driver Antonio Giovinazzi, according to
the team.The former Sauber team’s car was decorated in a special ‘love’livery tomark the
run commencing onValentine’s Day, and driven by Kimi Raikkonen-ahead ofthemain 2019

livery of the Alfa C38 being revealed at Barcelona on Monday. A press release documenting
the first on-track run for Alfa Romeo Racing since it took over the Sauber team’s entry name
stated that at the start of the day Giovinazzi‘“made his way to the airportto retrieve the final
partneeded forthe team to assemble the car”.
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Hamlin takes NASCAR’s \ \_giib=a . —— =
showpiece amid chaos T !

Denny Hamlin held hisnerve through a
messy final part of the Daytona 500to
winthe NASCAR Cup Series’ premier
event forthe second time.

The Joe Gibbs Racing Toyota driver
had declared his determination to win : Q o - s pr
the event topay tribute tolate team L : : - e _

co-founder JD Gibbs, who died last Newer Vantage Di Resta (1) and Dennis will compete in DTM
month, and ended up leading team-mates T Ee ]

- 1| ASTON MARTIN SIGNS DI
RESTA AND DENNIS FORDTM

British marque will make debut in German championship

the front throughout a chaotic conclusion
totheracethatfeatured tworedflagsand
anovertimefinish inside thefinal 201aps.

Paul Menard triggered a 21-car pile-up
and thefirstrace stoppage by tapping
Matt DiBenedettointoaspinthat
collected most of those behind them.

Anotherredflagfollowed soon after
therestart, when Clint Bowyer kicked off
aneight-car crash by clipping Michael
McDowell and firing himself into
polesitter William Byron-whose
Hendrick Chevrolet received a second
heavy hitfrom Landon Cassill asthe
chaosunfolded. HWA Mercedes foldin 2014 when his
F1optionsranout.

HWA hasformed atechnical alliance
with Swissteam R-Motorsportand
isbuilding and developing the Aston
Martin Vantage on behalf of the team.

R-Motorsport will run four
new Aston Martin Vantage carsin
itsmaiden DTM season.

DiRestamet R-Motorsport chiefs
Florian Kamelger and Andreas
Baenziger ata DTMround during

By Marcus Simmons 2018, and was immediately convinced
about the project.

“Wehad a20-minute chatoveracup
of coffeein the paddocklast year, and
Iwasimmediately convinced of their
ambition and passion for this project,”
said di Resta.

“It’sworth rememberingthatI've also
worked with HWA since my Formula 3
days [he won the 2006 F3 Euro Series
with an HWA-tuned Mercedes engine],
andIstrongly believe they’rethe

standout organisationinevery series
they contest—-they were one of the
bigreasonsbehind Mercedes’ DTM
success, andI've got absolute trust
andbelief that R-Motorsport can
dothejob.”

Dennis, the 2012 McLaren Autosport
BRDC Award winner, joinsthe squad
after he played a starringrolein
R-Motorsport’sinaugural Blancpain
GTEndurance Cup campaignin
2018 withits Vantage GT3.

Ex-Formula 1 driver Paul di Resta
is to spearhead the Aston Martin
attack on the DTM this season

and will be joined by Blancpain GT
star Jake Dennis.

DiResta, who won the 2010 DTM title
withthe HWA-run factory Mercedes
team, haslongbeen expected tobe
partof the R-Motorsport-run Aston
squad. The Scotreturned tothe

Hamlin came through the chaos

Formula 2 graduation for
Ferrari’s llott with Charouz

FerrariDriver Academy Brit Callum Ilott

hasmovedupastepontheladderto

Formula1,takingaseat with Czech outfit

CharouzRacing Systemin Formula 2.
The20-year-old Brithad atopseatin

GP3lastyear with ART, finishing third

in the championship behind team-mates

Miscalculation leaves Buemi ‘speechless’ after hattery goes flat in Mexico City

Pascal Wehrlein and eventual
race winner Lucas di Grassi.
Butboth Nissan drivers hit

“I’'mabit speechless, tobe
honest.Idon’t wanttofind any
excuseor whatever, it’sjusta

of lapsright, basically”.
“We underestimated by one
lap soweran out of energy

Sebastien Buemi was left
“speechless” after the Nissan
e.damsteam’s dramatic energy

Anthoine Hubert and Nikita Mazepin. lossinthe Mexican ABB FIA 0% energyjustafterthestartof earlier,” he continued. shamebecausetodoan extra
He scored two wins and seven podiums. Formula E race, which thefinal tour and ended up 20th “It’'sasoftwareissue onthe lap, if you startfrom the
Czech outfit Charouz were new to F2in heputdowntoastrategy and21stoverall, withRowland, strategy software wehave. beginningif youhaveitright,

2018, but showed strongrace pace with softwaremiscalculation. who had run second for most of “Itbasically tells youhow it’speanuts [in terms of
drivers Antonio Fuoco-whotook two Buemi and his Nissan team- therace, ahead. many laps youneedtodoand energy] because we are doing
victories—and Louis Deletraz steering mate Oliver Rowland were When asked what had then youusethe energy somany laps.

“It’sashortlap, todoanextra
lapreally costsnothing, maybe
atenthperlap.”

happened after therace, Swiss accordingtothat. Sowe’ve
driver Buemisaid thattheteam doneamistakethereand
“didn’t calculate the amount paidabigprice.

running fourth and third at
the start of thefinal lap of
Saturday’srace, just behind

ittosixthintheteams’ championship.

“Inoneyear, comingintothe
championship, Charouz showed
really good pace,” Ilott told MN.

“They did areally good job with few
mistakes, and I wasreally impressed
with them.

“And they were interestedinme
whichisalwaysnice.

“To givemetheseatisaprivilege. Inthe
environment which I'll be workingin,
everyoneispushingto goforward and
pushingmejustasmuch. That’san
environment thatIlike.

“Alsohavingonly one other team-mate

Buemi (1) together with Rowland

Carlin moves into
sportscars and ELMS

Top single-seater team Carlin will
expand into the sportscarranks
forthefirsttimethis season.

The British squad hasentered
the six-race European Le Mans
Series with an LMP2 class

OVUICK LAPS THE FASTEST NEWS ROUND-UP

: GreenGT LMP2HG experimental

¢ hydrogen fuel-cell prototype that

: broke cover lastyear could race

: this season. The Swiss-based

: group behind the car, whichwas

: demonstrated at the Spa European

- European Masters this season.

¢ Lawson, who recently won the

: ToyotaRacing Series in his home
: country, will line up with fellow

: Red Bull protege Yuki Tsunoda at
: Motoparkinthe DTM-supporting

- United's LMP2 class Ligier-Gibson
: JSP217s... Macau Grand Prix

: podium finisher and former

: Renaultjuniordriver Sacha

: Fenestrazis to contest

: theJapanese Formula3

Ex-Formula 1 driver Brendon
Hartley looks setto return
tothe Le Mans 24 Hours

two years after winning

the race with Porsche. The
two-time World Endurance

rather thanthree,it’s quite personal. Championship title winner, - Championshiptitle this - series... Formula4racer Olli : LeMans Series round last Dallara-Gibson P217and
“It’smorelike the F1style.Ithink who raced for Toro Rosso in : season.The 2017 Formula : Caldwell is to remain with : September, has expandedits intendstodothe AsianLe
that’salsoaniceraswell.” Formula 1lastyear,appearson : Renault Eurocup champion : PremaPowerteamtocontest : partnershipwith Le Mans 24 Hours Mans Series next winter.

the verge of a deal to drive the
British RLR Msportteam’s
LMP2 class ORECA-Gibson
07...LMP1 refugee Alex Brundle is

setto race forthe United Autosports :
: squad... Highly rated New

- Zealander Liam Lawson has won
: aplace onthe Red Bull Junior

: programme and will race in Formula :

squad at thisyear's Le Mans 24
Hours. The 28-year-old, who drove
forthe Ginetta LMP1 team at

Le Mansin 2018, will race one of

- will dovetail this with a

: programme in the Super GT
: series,where he willdrive a
: Nissan GT-Rin the GT300

class with the Kondo Racing

. the new Formula Regional

: European Championship.

: The 16-year-old British driver

: finished third in the ltalian

: Formula 4 Championship with
. Premallastyear - hisfirstfull

: seasonin carracing —and

: will contest the Italian-run

FRegional series... The

: organiser the Automobile Club de

: I'Ouestto create H24Racing, an

: initiative designed to take the car

: into competition... The winner of

: each Extreme E series will not

: be known until months after

: the championship has finished
: because of its ‘docu-sport’

: broadcastformat.

Jack Manchester, whois
movingover from the Blancpain
GT Series Endurance Cup, is
thefirst confirmed driver.

“Forus,it’sanother
opportunity tohold ontoand
work with some greatformer
Carlin drivers who arenow at
the professionallevel,” said
team boss Trevor Carlin.
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GT4 Supercup movers
Britcar Endurance runner-up Tom Barley
will be one of three drivers to contest
theirfirstfull season of the Ginetta GT4
Supercup this year with Team Hard.
Fellow Team Hard Britcar driver Darron
Lewis will join Barley in switching to the
GT4 Supercup - Lewis was fourth in the
Britcar standings lastyear and runner-up
in2017 —and will runin the Am class.
Multiple VAG Trophy and 2006 Volkswagen
Racing Cup champion Paul Taylor will
partner Lewis in the Am category.

Taylor continues

Ginetta Junior driver James Taylor will remain
inthe series this year and will be the highest-
placed driver from the 2018 standings to stay
in the category. The 2018 Ginetta Scholar
finished sixth in the points last year, taking
three podiums, and will continue with the
Richardson Racing squad. He'llbe joined
atthe team by Casper Stevenson, who
made his car racing debut in the Ginetta
Junior Winter Series last November with
Elite Motorsport.

Robinson to Clios

Michelin Clio Cup Series driver Finlay
Robinson will graduate to the main
Renault UK Clio Cup this season with
the Westbourne squad. Robinson, 18,
was sixth in the Michelin series last year
in hisfirstseason in the top Race class
and had also previously raced in the
Junior Saloon Car Championship,

also with Westbourne.

Frederick to Carlin
American Kaylen Frederick will contest

this season's BRDC British Formula 3
Championship with Carlin. The 16-year-old
claimed nine podiums and two pole positions
overthe lasttwo yearsin USF2000 and
competed in two rounds of Euroformula
Openlast term, taking a fastest lap at Monza.

Maximum Motorsport driver: Smith

VW Racing Cup move for
former BTCC driver Smith

Brett Smith will tackle the Volkswagen
Racing Cupthisseasondrivinga
Maximum Motorsport VW Scirocco.

Smith wasapodium finisherinthe
British Touring Car Championship
last season at the wheel of a Eurotech
RacingHonda Civic TypeR,ateam
that was owned by his father Jeff
before it was sold at the end of 2018.
Smith Jrfinished 20th overallin
the points.

However, hehasnow signed upto
contest the one-make category for
organiser Stewart Lines’ team.

The 26-year-old, the Mini Challenge
UK title winnerin 2017, said: “It was
tough to getback into the British
Touring Car Championship with the
budgets, and I waslooking around for
something competitive to do. Stewart
offeredmeagreatdeal.

“Iknowitisacompetitive
championship and thatis what
appealstome. Youwanttoknow
that you’ve worked hard for a title.
Thopelcanbenearthefront, but
Tamnotjustexpectingtowalk inand
beatthefront.”

Smith said that there wasachance
thathe could alsorace one of Lines’s
Maximum Motorsport TCR UK SEAT
Leonsinsomelongdistance events
duringtheyear.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Andrew Lofthouse
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New second-generation Bentley Continental GT3 which Geddie and Ratcliffe will drive

GEDDIE-GETS READY;
FOR BRITISH GT r

Former champion rejoins Team Parker Racing #

By Stefan Mackley

Former British GT champion
Glynn Geddie will return to
the championship with Team
Parker Racing in the new
second-generation Bentley
Continental GT3 alongside
Ryan Ratcliffe this year.
Geddie, whomostrecently
competed intworounds of the

British Touring Car Championshiplast
season with AmD, rejoins Parker having
raced forthe squadinthe past, primarily
inthePorsche Carrera Cup GB.

He was crowned Pro-Am 2 champion
in 2008, Pro-Am 1 championayearlater
and finished fourth overallin 2010.

“It’sgood to be back with Team
Parker Racingasit’s where we
started togetherin the Carrera Cup,”
said the 2011 British GT champion.

“I'venotraceda GT3 carfull-time
since 2012 so to come back with Stuart
[Parker, team boss]is good because
Iknow the team well and it will help
mere-acclimatise. The Bentley has
been agood car over the pastfew
years and hopefully thenew car
will deliver forus.

“It’sabitof arisk comingback after
solongoutbutI’'mlookingforwardto
the challenge.I'll be testingthe new

Continental GT3for thefirst time
onthe Media Day [at Donington Park
on5March].

“Itisnotideal but we’ve gotanumber
of test dayslined up before the start of
the season so we should be in good shape
by the time we get to Oulton Park.”

Ratcliffe will remain with the Parker
squad thisterm, havingraced for the
team last season alongside 2017 British
GT3champion Rick Parffit Jr.

Cook hoping to find ingredients for success after switching to BTC Racing squad

Two-time race winner Josh Cook will
switch tothe BTC Racing team todrive
oneof itsHonda Civic Type Rsin the 2019
British Touring Car Championship.
The 27-year-old, who claimed the
rookie-based Jack Sears Trophy in 2015,
took victories at Donington Park and
Thruxton last term on his way to sixth
in the overall standings in a Power
Maxed Racing Vauxhall Astra.
Bathracer Cook said: “The Honda

CivicisacarthatI've wanted torace
for sometimeand BTC Racingisa
teamthat hasmade animpressive
entrytothe BTCCinthelasttwo years.
“Havingmet with [thenew team
partner] Steve [Dudman], Bert[Taylor]
and the team at their impressive new
facilitiesin Brackley, it’s already very
clearthat we all share the same objectives
and desire tosucceed this season. They
have all the personnel and resources to

givemea great chancetobefighting
for championship honours.”
Cook willline up alongside Chris
Smiley, whoisremaining with the team.
Team boss Taylor said: “I've known
Joshfromday one of histouringcar
career. He has consistently shown the
same passion and desire that wehave at
BTCRacingtosucceed. He’salready a
provenrace winner and signing him for
thisseasonfitsthe team’sethos.”

T - %
AT ..

Cookwill switch to BTC Racing

RACE Performance’s Ford Mustang GT4 will be driven by Taylor-Smith

Taylor-Smith moves from Blancpain into British GT

British Touring Car Championship
race winner Aron Taylor-Smith will
switch to British GT driving the RACE
Performance Ford Mustang GT4
alongside already-confirmed BTCC
refugee Sam Smelt.

The Irishman, who claimed four
BTCC victories between 2012 and 2016,
returnsto the UK after afrustrating
debut season of sportscarsinthe
Blancpain Sprint Cuplast year, when
he managed a best finish of 15th with
one Silver Cup class win in a previous-

generation Bentley Continental
GT3run by Team Parker Racing.
Following a two-day test at Oulton
Park, Taylor-Smith was upbeat about
the team’s prospects: “It was clear
that Ryan [Connolly, team principal]
hasbrought together an extremely
talented group of people and what I
like mostistheir hunger and drive to
win. Ican’t remember the last time
thatIwas this excited for a season to
start asIsee great potential tomount
achampionshipfight.”

British GT4 welcomes KTM X-Bow entry, taking different manufacturer total to six

KTM will become the sixth brand
represented in the GT4 division of
British GT this season.

Cheshire-based Track Focused
will step up from Britcar torun a
Reiter Engineering-built X-Bow
GT4 coupe for team director Sean
Cooper and Mike McCollum.

It marks the first time a KTM

has competed in British GT since
2011, when ABG Motorsport pair
Peter Belshaw and Marcus Clutton
took the title in the previous
generation open-top X-Bow GT4.
Cooper, the 2017 Britcar Sprint
champion, had been a strong
contender for the Britcar Endurance
title with McCollum last year, but

the KTM pair were forced to
withdraw from the final round at
Brands Hatch due to McCollum
suffering from appendicitis.
They eventually finished third.
Track Focused, which has also
run cars in Lotus Cup, Fun Cup
and GT Cup, will enter Cooper and
McCollum in the Pro-Am class.

Cooper and McCollum will drive KTM
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Meyrick’s first BRDC

SuperStars revealed

The latest batch of drivers to
join the BRDC’s SuperStars
programme have been revealed -
the first new members since
GTracer Andy Meyrick took
over as its director.

Formula Renault Eurocup
champion Max Fewtrell, British
F4 title winner Kiern Jewiss,
British GT4 champion Jack
Mitchell, McLaren Autosport
BRDC Award winner Tom Gamble,
Asian Le Mans Series LMP3 star
Phil Hanson and BRDC British
F3 podium finisher Billy Monger
have all joined the programme.

A number of drivers have
graduated from SuperStars for this
season, including new F1 drivers
Lando Norris and George Russell.
Meyrick believes this shows the
success of the programme under
previous director Tim Harvey.

“There will be a bit of natural
evolution but it speaks volumes
itdoesn’t need to change much
because Tim has done an amazing
job,” said Meyrick, who will drive
aBullitt Racing Mercedes in the
GT4 European Series this year.

@CarreraCupGB

Carerra Cup
move for 2019

ROBBOSTONRACING MOVES INTO
CARRERA CUP GB WITH ROCH

“They’ve got a very good existing
programme and my roleis to
continue that job. There’s alot of
pressure! It seemslike an easy
jobbutI’ve gotalottolive upto.
“We’ve got a fantastic group
of drivers and all the support we
need from the BRDC to continue
with the programme and I really,
really enjoy working with them.
“Having been through the
process of being on the SuperStars
programme when I was younger
Tunderstand how it works.
Icanrelate tothe drivers and

Ginetta GT4 Supercuprace winner
Tom Roche will graduate to the Porsche
Carrera Cup GB this season with Rob
Boston Racingaspartof aplanned
two-year campaign.

The 32-year-old won three timesin
Ginettasin 2018 on the way tofinishing
fourth in the standings, and will remain
with RBR tolead the team’s multi-car
moveintothe Carrera Cup.

Former British GT racer and multiple
MazdaMX-5champion Roche told MN:
“Ithought ‘what canIdothisyear?’ Thad
the opportunity to do Porsches, sol
thought ‘let’stryand doit’.

“Theplanistohaveatwo-season
campaign atit.Ithink it’s goingto be tough

tobeat the guys at the topin the first season.

Maybe we can get near them sometimes,

learn alotand see what we can donext year.

“There’ssomereally top level driversin
the championship who have been doing
itforafew yearsalready soI'msureit’s
goingtobearealtest.”

RBRisexpectedtofield athree-carteam
foritsdebut season in the Carrera Cup.
Onedriverissigned forthe Am classand
alsoa Ginetta driver who “people will
definitely know” will enter if a car canbe
sourced. The squad will also continue to

runafour-car outfitin the GT4 Supercup.

Team boss Rob Boston, whoraced
alongside Rochein MX-5s,added: “The
aspirationfor the pastfew years wasto
fill some carsonthe Carrera Cup grid
but we’ve been very successful with the
Ginettas somovingon wasn’ta priority
forthebusiness.

“We’ll bedovetailing[Ginettas and
Porsches] on the same weekend. It’11
be abigeffortfromus.

“I'would consider Tom aformidable
pilot. Hedidn’t really show his full
colourslast year tobe quite honest.
He’ll be very good.I'm buzzing aboutit.”

Roche had successin Ginettas

how meeting someone as part of
SuperStars can have a tangible
impact on your racing career.”

) ) _ Motorsport now closer
Switch from F4 to FF1600 for Sharp with leading squad Team Dolan 0 vhuk exemption
British Formula4 driver Jamie Bernard Dolan, takinga podium, “If he does wellhe might do A second key vote on an amendment
Sharpwillswitchtothe National = and willnow racealongside the Festival and Walter Hayes to Europeaninsurancelaw has gone

fellow ex-F4 driver Ross Martin
and Ginetta GT5 Challengeracer

Formula Ford 1600 series this
year with the frontrunning

in favour of motorsport, movingita
step closer tobeing exempted from

Trophy as well. He’sreally
excitedaboutitand usedto

Team Dolan squad. Morgan Quinn in the series. raceRossin kartsandthey adirective.
Sharp, 17, has spent the past “Ithinkitwillbegood forhim,”  should work well together.” The 2014 Vnuk court case set
twoseasonsracinginF4withhis  said Sharp’sfatherJoe. “Bernard Sharp Motorsport may still aprecedentthatall vehicles on

runotherdriversin F4this
year but will be testing a couple
of youngracersahead of a
possible campaign in 2020.

private land —from lawnmowers
tocars—mustbeinsured.

Butakey vote was wonlast month,
when theinternal market committee
decided to exclude motorsport
from the wording of thenew Motor
Insurance Directive—adocument
thatactsasaguidelinefor EU
member statesto create their
laws on vehicleinsurance.

MEPs then voted on Wednesday and
the European Parliament backed the
amendment to exclude motorsport.

Dolan’sisatopteam, youcan't
beat his knowledge. Jamie’s

done F4for two years and this will
beagoodlearningyear for him.

family Sharp Motorsport team
taking a bestresult of seventh.
Buthe madehis FF1600debut

at Angleseylast November with

S - >

Sharp drove Niall Murray’s FF1600 last season at Anglese

Quartet of British drivers reach final Volant Winfield selection

Firstheldin 1972, the Volant
isopento 14-17-year-olds who
have not contested afull season
of single-seaterracing, with

Four British drivers have made
thefinal 18 selected to enter the
Volant Winfield at Paul Ricard
this weekend from aninitial

The British quartet’srivals
include 2018 junior world
karting champion Victor
Bernier, 14, and 16-year-

71 applications. afully-funded campaign in old Hugo Le Henaff, amember Conservative MEP Dan Dalton, the
X30world champion Joe French Formula4 on offerto of the French-based Race son of a clubmotorsport volunteer,

Turney, 17, whobecamethefirst  the winner after three days Clutch simracingteam, operatesintheinternal market

kartracer to win Motorsport of evaluation by an expert thefirst Esportsracerto p- committeeand hasbeenkeyin

pushing through these changes.

“Iamdelighted that MEPs have
agreed to exempt motorsportfrom
the EU’snew motor insurance
rules,” said Dalton.

“This vaguely worded proposal
was totally unnecessary and has
left teams, drivers and fansin the
dark formonths.

“I’hope EU governments and the
European Commission will stick

be accepted for the contest.

The 2018 winner, Brazilian
prospect Caio Collet, dominated
the French F4 title taking seven
winslast season and has since
been signed to the Renault
Sport Academy.

judging panelincluding Volant
Winfield founder Mike Knight
and 2004 Monaco Grand Prix
winner Jarno Trulli.

Past Volant winnersinclude
thelikes of Alain Prost, Didier
Pironiand Patrick Tambay.

UK’s YoungDriver of the Year
in 2018, will be joined by karters
Callum Bradshaw, 17, Clayton
Ravenscroft, 16, and Ginetta
Juniorracer Emily Linscott,

16, in the competition staged by
the Winfield Racing School.

Prize on offer to driversis a fully-funded seasonin French F4

TCR UK confirms first drivers for 2019 campaign as Kent and Wilson remain in series

LewisKent hasbecome the first TCR UK helditsinaugural Championshipdriver. Portugal, next month. with what we have agreed inthe

drivertoconfirmhewillcompete seasonlastyearasgrid “Lastyear wasabiglearning Hemay contest theremaining European Parliament, whichisa

inthe TCR UK seriesthisseason.  numbersfluctuated, but curvejumpingout of a Fiesta threeroundsof thechampionship | victoryforcommonsenseregulation.”

The 19-year-old will return to Kent was always keen to which was basically aroad car with 30,000 Euros (£26,275) on Now the process goesintoaphase
~ ., thechampionship aboard his returntothefledglingseries. intoafully-fledgedracecar.” offer for the overall champion. called trilogues, where the MEP

Hyundaii30 Nrun by his family “Itwasalways our planto Kentalso confirmed he would Darrelle Wilson will also responsiblefor thelaw will then

team Essex and Kent Motorsport, haveonelearningyear and be competingin thefirstround competein TCRUK again negotiate the exact wording of

having taken two podiums and thesecond year giveitagood of TCRIberico,amerger of thisseason with the DW Racing thetext withthe EU governments
Kentdriving Hyundaii30N fifthin the standingsin 2018. 20,” said the former Fiesta the seriesfrom Spainand squadina Vauxhall Astra. and the European Commission.
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GROVE AND DEAN 2018 TOP 5
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tarting its third year
in 2019, the Grove
& Dean National
Driver Rankings

is something you
really ought to know
about. lts functionis
to calculate results
fromarange of
different championships to prove,
once and for all, who is the best
driver in club motorsport.

While the scoring systemis
complicated, put simply, the best
lap time in qualifying and races
over the course of the weekend
is given 100%. Drivers are then
measured against that best time.

The format was set-up by
Grove & Dean Motorsport
Director Andy Hancock, an
established racer himself and so
dedicated to the rankings that
he painstakingly works out the
results by hand in what can only be
described as an incredible piece
of self-commitment to the idea.
Of course, Grove & Dean expects
touse itto convert club racers to
buy insurance. But thisis also a
grassroots club motorsport prize
system, from clubbies to clubbies.

“I raced in the [British Racing
and Sports Car Club] Alfa Romeo
Championship for the last five
years and | can see from some
of the competitors | was racing
with at the time that there could
be a way to compare, how does
the Alfa Championship stack-up
against the Mazda MX-5s for

Michelle Hayward  Clubmans Sports Prototype Championship (BARC)
Jamie White
Steven Dailly
Ben Short

David Graves

Fiesta Championship (BRSCC)

example,” asks Hancock.

“The Sunoco Challenge again
caters for the higher level, but
there was nothing really done
forthe clubracerto see how
we stackup.”

As it happened, it was a tight
battle for the winin 2018 but
British Automobile Racing Club
Clubmans class champion
Michelle Hayward came out
ontop, ahead of Jamie White
(BRSCC Fiestas, right) and
last year's winner Steven Dailly
(BMW Compact Cup).

Hayward (above) haswon a
test in a Radical for taking top of
the rankings. Depending on the
driver’s current circumstances
and level of experience, a different
caris chosen each year.

There has been a lot of attention
on women in motorsport in recent
months thanks to the introduction
of the women-only W Series but
Hancock reckons the rankings
prove that club motorsport offers
the perfect even playing field.

“It shows that anyone has
the chancetowinit,” he adds.
“Everyone starts on an equal
footing. Talking to people in and
around club racing, she'savery
well respected driver. She's
clearly very quick and does a
good job, a very worthy winner.”

It was Hayward's first Clubmans
title this year after many years of
trying. But the rankings prove her
speed and consistency, over
1459 other competitors.

Nankang Tyre BMW Compact Cup (BRSCC)
Davanti Tyres MX-5 Cup (750MC) / MX-5 Super Series (BRSCC) / MX-5 Championship  100.13
Toyo Tires Production BMW Championship (MSVR)

100.05
100.06
100.12

100.14

‘I got plenty of congratulations
and words of encouragement
when | posted on Facebook that
I'd won the award,” says Hayward.

“Especially within the
championship [Clubmans], the
reaction there was good. I'm
trying to piggyback off the back
of this now and try to attract
more local sponsorship and
interest from the local press.

“It's nice to come top of anything,
however they work it out.”

Hayward will receive her test
drive inaRadical SR3inthe
coming months before kicking
off her season — which is likely
to be in Clubmans again
although it could be in the
higher-powered category.

“The prize has almost become
second to it really,” Hancock
adds, explaining there's more
to the rankings than a blast in
contemporary machinery.

“It's meant quite a lot for the
winners in terms of obtaining
sponsors for the following year.
Alot of these championships
don’thave TV coverage, so you
need something that bit more
tangible, to show to sponsors.

“The ones who do well at the
top of the rankings do actually
use themto try and get more
sponsorshipin.”

It's free to enter, helps to attract
sponsors, and offers atestin
contemporary machinery. What
more could youwantasa
grassroots competitor?

ELIGIBLE CHAMPIONSHIPS

2CV PARTS.COM Classic Racing Championship (BARC)
5Club Davanti MX-5 Cup (750 Motor Club)

Aim Technologies Bikesports Championship (750 Motor Club)
Alaco Motorsport Logistics Caterham 270R Championship
(BRSCC)

Alfa Romeo Championship (BRSCC)

Avon Tyres National FF1600 Championship (BRSCC)

Avon Tyres Caterham 420R Championship (BRSCC)

Avon Tyres Caterham Roadsports Championship (BRSCC)
Cannons Motorspares Tin Tops Championship (BARC)
Carbon8 Hyundai Coupe Cup (BARC)

Caterham Graduates Championship Classic (BARC)
Caterham Graduates Championship Mega (BARC)

Caterham Graduates Championship Sigma/Sigma VCT/Sigmax
VCT (BARC)

Caterham Graduates Championship Sigmax (BARC)

Givic Cup (BRSCC)

Classic Fuel Solutions MG Trophy Championship (BARC)
Classic Touring Car Championship (BARC)

Clubmans Sports Prototype Championship (BARC)
Cockshoat Cup Championship (MGCC)

Demon Tweeks/Yokohama Classic Stock Hatch (750 Motor Club)
Demon Tweeks/Yokohama Locost (750 Motor Club)

Drayton Manor Park MG Metro Cup (MGCC)

Dunlop TVR Challenge (BRSCC)

Endurance Financial RGB Sports 1000 Championship

(750 Motor Club)

Heritage Parts Centre Formula Vee (750 Motor Club)

Gala Performance Toyota MR2 Championship (750 Motor Club)
ITC Compliance Caterham 310R Championship (BRSCC)

ITC Compliance Caterham Supersport (BRSCC)

Kerax Hyperdrive ST-XR Challenge (BRSCC)

K-Tec Racing Clio 182 (750 Motor Club)

Kumho BMW Championship (BARC)

Lancaster Insurance MG Owners Club Championship (MGCC)
Lotus Cup UK (MSVR)

Lotus on Track Elise Trophy (MSVR)

Luna Logistics Classic Formula Ford 1600 Championship (BARC)
Max5 Championship (BARC)

Mazda MX-5 Championship (BRSCC)

Mazda MX-5 Super Series (BRSCC)

Mazda MX-5 Supercup (BRSCC)

Michelin Clio Cup Series (BARC)

Mighty Minis/Super Mighty Minis (BARC)

Milltek Sport VW Racing Cup (BRSCC)

Mini Championship (BRSCC)

Motorsport News Saloon Car Championship (BARC)

Nankang Tyre BMW Compact Cup (BRSCC)

Peter Best Insurance MG Cup (MGCC)

Pickup Truck Championship (BARC)

Porsche Club Championship (PCGB)

Pratech Shocks Sport Specials (750 Motor Club)

Quaife Fiesta Championship (BRSCC)

Quaife Modified Saloons (BARC)

Raceparts 750 Formula (750 Motor Club)

Radical SR1 (MSVR)

Royal Purple Hot Hatch Championship (750 Motor Club)
Scrapco Metal Recycling Avon Tyres Intermarque Championship
(BARC)

Smart 4Two Cup (BRSCC)

Speed Group F1000 Championship (750 Motor Club)

Speed Group 0SS Championship (BRSCC)

Sport 2000 Championship (SRCC)

Teekay Couplings MK2 Production GTi Championship (BRSCC)
Teekay Couplings MK5 Production GTi Series (BRSCC)

The College Motors MG Trophy Championship (MGCC)

Toyo Tires Porsche Championship (BRSCC)

UK National Legends Cars Championship (BARC)
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HISTORICS

‘Historics gather
in Carlisle’

June showdown, below

Photos: LAT, Paul Lawrence, Kevin Money, Russ Otway
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ANTON
GONNISSEN

Rallying adventurer
Age: 58 Lives: Belgium

The Mototri Contai

He’s offonthe
Peking-Paris

“We're going to compete on the
Peking to Paris Motor Rally this
summerin a 112-year-old Mototri
Contal three-wheeler. The first
Peking to Paris ran in 1907 with
five competitors. Amongst them
was a French three-wheeled
Contal piloted by Frenchmen
Auguste Pons and Oscar
Foucauld. They didn't finish the
event so we are trying to put that
right on the 8500-mile rally.”

Theywant to finish
“With my navigator Herman
Gelan, we are attempting to
rewrite history by starting the
2019 Rally in arebuilt second
Mototri Contal.”

Firstrun disaster

“The story for Pons was a short
one. Stranded without petrol
early in the race they couldn’t be
rescued by the other competitors
as they were ahead of them. They
ended up drinking the water out
of the radiator, and then started
their long walk back to Peking.
They nearly died and the Contal
is out there covered by sand...”

He wants to complete
the project

“Pons and Foucauld were the
only men not to make it back to
Paris, so we intend to lay that
ghost to rest. Pons was the
bravest of the competitors in
the race, as he attempted the
impossible. He lost everything in
the Gobi Desert, even his 1906
driving licence was left when
the Contal was abandoned.”

Itisarare three-
wheeler

“Asitis one of the few original
Mototri Contals, we have tried
to keep as many original parts
as possible. In some cases, we
have simply had to beef up the
chassis with the endurance
rally and the finish in mind.”

Itisabigchallenge
“We are nearly ready to start
testing which has to be ready to
be shipped to China in March.
We want to be prepared but

| am not underestimating the
formidable challenge ahead.”

2N

Gonnissen: big challenge

s

EX-FITTIPALDI
LOTUS72T10
RUN AGAIN

Grashed 1973 tub has .
been fully repaired /..
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By Paul Lawrence

The Lotus 72 crashed

by Emerson Fittipaldi at
Zandvoortin 1973 could be
running again this summer
after afive-year restoration
by Classic Team Lotus.

Afterthetub, chassis 72/5,
wasdamagedintheaccident
in qualifying for the Dutch
Grand Prix, theremains of
the monocoque spent four
decadesattheback of the
Team Lotus stores.

Eventually Clive Chapman,
son of Lotusfounder Colinand
bossof CTL, decided tostarta
restoration project and the bare
tub was shown at Autosport
International in 2014. Finally,
twoweeksago, with DFV engine
number 130reinstalled, the
car wasfired up for the first
timeinover45years.

“Itisextraordinary thatthe
car survived for somany years
anditwasverylucky thatit
wasnotthrowninto a skip,”
said Chapman. “Ithink that
isamark of the sentimental
attachment that my father had
for the car, given his constant
focuson thefutureandthe
team’s perennial battle for
more space.

“We’vebeenrestoringit
gradually and it wasreally
niceto getitfired up. It should
beready toruninacouple of
months and Emerson keeps
askingaboutit,ashe’skeen
tocome and driveit. But
Idon’tthink we’ll ever raceit.”

Chassis 72/5wasraced
almost exclusively by Fittipaldi
and he won in Gold Leaf
coloursin the 1970 US GP
and then in JPS coloursto
win the 1972 Austrian and
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Jemison Sr in full flight

Jemison Jr to follow in his father’s footsteps in Chevette HSR

Ben Jemison followed in his
fatherIan’s footsteps when
he madehisrally debut
recently on the Riponian
Stagesin North Yorkshire.
The Vauxhall Chevette HSR
that the Yorkshireman has
been building up over more

than five years has been
almostready for 18 months.

“We kept having mechanical
problems though, but we
ranitatthe Lombard RAC
Rally Bath and had atest at
Tong,” said Ian.

Jemison junior has previously

racedradio controlled cars.
“If youroll those you can just
pick them up and put them
back on their wheels, thisisa
bit different,” he said.
Hefinished 14th in class after
amanifold problem and further
outings are now planned.

Escort-only rally to

return to Chimay

The Escort Rally Special
will run for a second time

in September, based in the
town of Chimay in Belgium.

The Ford Escort-only special
stagerally ran for the first time
last year to mark 50 years of
the Escort Mkl andisnow to
berepeated to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Escort
MKk2 winning the World Rally
Championship with the late
Bjorn Waldegard.

New for the 2019 edition over
the weekend of September
14/15 will be twonew special
stages and a show stage on
Saturday evening.

The central service area
will benexttorally HQ on
the Chimay race track.

Entries will be open to
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Escortsinthree categories:
historic, modified and
demonstration and a 50 Euro
deposit will reserve a place

ontheentrylist. Places
arelimited duetotiming
constraints on the multi-use
closed road stages.

Grant to team up with

Pearson in a Marcos

Double Historic FF1600
champion Callum Grant will
share a Marcos 1800 GT in the
Guards Trophy this season.
Grant will split driving duties
in the Marcos with Ian Pearson,
who hasraced against Grant
in Historic FF2000.
“It will definitely be a change,

they’re meant to be quite quick,”

said Grant.

“The Elva Mk7s of Max Bartell

isthe only thing I’ve driven
with bodywork on it.
“We’ll do the Guards Trophy,

maybe a few Mastersraces, andI

think eventually he wants to do
Spa Six Hours but I don’t think
that will be for a few years.”
Grantisn’t planning a full
HFF1600 campaign this season
but may contest selected races.

< 1l =

No Devils Own

Kirkby Lonsdale Motor Club has
confirmed that the very popular
Devils Own Rally will not run this
Octoberduetothelack of an
organising team. The historic
road rally, based in the Lake
District,was due to be the final
round of the Motorsport News
HRCR Clubmans Championship
butwill not run thisyear.

Fack’s new Cannon
Seasoned sporting trials driver John
Fack has recently completed a total
restoration of a Cannon trials car, which
he plans to use in Historic Sporting
Trials. The immaculate historic car was
not quite ready in time for the recent
Sywell event but is expected to be out
competing over the coming weeks.

Carlisle is go

The 2019 Carlisle Stages
(Saturday June 8) will bring
together the British Historic Rally
Championship and the Northern
Historic Rally Championship, as
well as modern and 4WD cars.
The rally will use 45 miles of top
quality stages in the Kershope
region, with some single-usage
and some double-usage. None
of the stages have been used
since the 2018 event.

R.A.C.regs out

The regulations and entry forms for

the Roger Albert Clark Rally have been
published. This is the catalyst for the
next instalment of the entry fee for

the 165 crews who currently have
reserved places for the November
21-25 event. Toretain their place,
depositors need to send a further
£500 and an entry form by April 30.

McFormula Ford
Fifty years of Formula Ford

in Scotland will be marked at
Knockhill (July 20/21) with the
David Leslie Trophy race for
Formula Ford 1600. Leslie was
Scottish Formula Ford champion
in 1978 to joindrivers like
inaugural title winner Tom
Walkinshaw. To mark the
occasion, Knockhill will stage a
celebration of iconic Formula
Fords from across the decades.

Innes’cup is back
AMOC Racing has re-instigated the
Innes Ireland Cup, after a short break,
for pre '66 GT and touring cars, running
to Appendix K. Cars will be limited to
amaximum of 3000cc and the series
will run at Donington Park (April 20)
and Brands Hatch (June 8), sharing
agrid with the Jack Fairman Cup for
1950s Sports Cars.

Jaguar Challenge
The 2019 Jaguar Classic Challenge
will feature at five high-profile
race meetings as well as taking
inaninvitation race at the Dijon-
Prenois circuitin France (June
8/9). The HSCC-managed season
starts at the Donington Historic
Festival and includes a debut
visit to Croft for the Nostalgia
Weekend in August.

Jaguars will have five outings

BTRDA RALLY SERIES BURSTS INTO LIFE y 2 2PAGE?27
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Historic Ford Engines
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GATHERCOLE RACE ENGINES

Web: www.gathercoleraceengines.co.uk Email: dgathercolel@aol.com Tel: 00 44 (0) 1733 208228

PRG TRAILERS =ellnz=d  The Race Retro Classic
www.prgtrailers.co.uk SILVERSTONE

—AUCTIONS— Car Sale 2019

83 Lots

Classic cars
Competition cars
Motorbikes
Automobilia & watches

Auction:

—= 150N 23rd February 2019
S — R Automobilia &

‘ffi%m&mma Rally o Watches - 10:30

- Estimate (€): 52,000 - ‘“"E”"WWW'"W“%WW&%?E Classic Cars - 13:00

From only £12,495 + VAT

Find us in the Stareton Hall, Jints

Come and view the all NEW PRG ProSporter Le Mans at Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, CV8 2L.Z ‘F%%
Race Retro stand 1 -340 A NEW APPROACH IN AN AGE OLD BUSINESS g%g

+44 (031926 801 0B3 | silverstoneauctions.com e

We will also have a large selection of trailers to view

See us at stand 2-102
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Specialists in Bespoke Products for Classic & Sports Cars

EXPERT ADVICE » MASSIVE STOCK * RAPID DELIVERY
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EXCLUSIVE

0844 375 2196 \ demomtweeks.com
VISIT US AT STAND 2-30

Race & Rally Marquees to Suit all Budgets 3x3m to 6m Hexagon
Steel and Alloy Frame, Clubman to Professional, Printing Available Multi-Layer Indoor
& Outdoor Breathable Car Covers for Classic & Moderns

www.hamilton-motorsport.com
Email: office@hamiltonclassic.co.uk | Tel: +44(0)118 973 7300
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‘Metro to be
celebrated’

35 years of the 6R4

Photos: LAT, Paul Lawrence

By Paul Lawrence

British Grand Prix
winner John Watson
will be the star guest at
Race Retrowhen he
makes his debut atthe
show alongside former
touring and sportscar
racer John Fitzpatrick.
Thetwo British legends
will share thelive stage with
rallying’s Rauno Aaltonen,
aregular guest at Race Retro
which runsat Stoneleigh
Park from February 22-24.
Aswellasinterviews, all
three will take partin
autograph sessions.
Outsidethehalls,a
massive entry of morethan
120rally cars will tackle the
demonstrationrally stage.
Duetowork onthe HS2
railway project therally
stagehasmovedback to
whereitranintheearly
. yearsof theshow,inanarea
beyond the main halls.
Importantly, thefresh
location will allow two
demonstration stagesto
operate atthe sametimeand
spectators will be able to see
theaction onboth stages.
Rally stage organiser Tim

Five-time GP winner

Fosterfrom Rallying with
Group B saysthenew layout
will be good for participants
andfans: “Thereisabit
more characterinthe
new stage and running two
stageshasallowed usto
takemoreentries. Wehad
over 200 enquiries!”
Carsspanning 60 years
of rallying history will take
part, ranging from Mini
Coopersand Lotus Cortinas
torecent World Rally and
R5 cars. Some former
Peugeot Challenge cars
and drivers willbeonhand
astheevent celebratesthe
30th anniversary of the
Challenge and fans will
havethechancetotakea
passengerrideinone of the
rally cars. Thelive stage
will run from 1000hrs to
1330hrsand 1400hrsto
1600hrs onboth days.

-

re——

F1AGE WATSONTO
STAR ON LIVE STAGE

Former McLaren driver to meet the fans at Race Retro

.

- '
-

Watson won the
British GP in 1981

Several

HSCC plans to demonstrate series versatility with racer displays

The Historic Sports Car
Club will showcaseits 2019
racing season with an eight-

Tony Worswick’s gorgeous Ferrari 308 GTB will be tackling stage

ofthe iconic Audi quattro machins will play to the crowd

Park inlate March.

Cars from starter-level
categories will include the

The biggestrally stage entry to
date, both in terms of quantity
and quality, will be one of the
major draws at Race Retro as
therevised venuelayout hosts
rally car action on both days
this weekend.

A greatdeal of interest will
centre on the anticipated public
debut of the TEG Sport Skodaru,
the team’snew prototype that
matesaSkodaR5with a Subaru
Impreza WRC engine. The
Lancashire team hasbeen
workingflatouttotryand
complete the excitingnew
projectin timefor Race Retro.

Star performers will include
Dave Wright (ex-Sainz Ford
Focus WRC), Geoff Jones
(SubarulImpreza), Jimmy
McRae (Vauxhall Firenza

e |

Mouth-watering motors to tackle rally stage

Chevrolet), Tony Worswick
(Ferrari308GTB), Jason

' Event’s trihute to

Barrie Williams

Thelife of Barrie
‘Whizzo’ Williams will be

Pritchard (Ford Escort celebrated at Race Retro
RS1800), Rauno Aaltonen with aminute of applause
(Mini Cooper)and Steve at1100hrson Friday
Harkness (Escort RS1800). morning. Williams died
Thelatest HyundaiR5 of in September aged 79.
young Meirion Evans will join Williams was a popular
agaggleof older cars, with the star guest at Race Retro
Metro6R4 of Yorkshire veteran and entertained fans

Warren Philliskirk markingthe
35th anniversary of the model’s
debut. Opel Ascona 400s for Chris

with stories and taleson
thelive stage. Tomark
his passing, aminute of

Birkbeck and Paul Kynaston applause will be held at
will be crowd pleasers alongside thelive stage.
more than 20 Ford Escorts. Lee Masters from Race

Otherraritiesinclude Craig
Pennington’s unique VW Polo
and Dave Kedward’srare Opel

Retrosaid: “Barrie was
one of thelong-term stars
of Race Retro, and you

Calibra4x4 as well asa gaggle of could see from how the

Audi quattros, Renault 5 Maxi visitorsreactedtohim

Turbos and Opel Mantas. thathe wasasrespected
ashewasloved.”

Formula Junior, Classic
Clubmans and the Guards
Trophy will all be shown along
with the Ford Sierra RS500 of

car display at Race Retro. 70s Road Sports Marcos
The cars on show will 3000GT of Nic Strong and
demonstrate the variety a Historic Formula Ford
of the club’sracing 1600 Merlyn MKk20A from
programme, which opens the Speedsport team.

its 53rd season at Donington Classic Formula 3, Historic

Mark Wright, representing
the new Dunlop Saloon Car
Cup. At the opposite end of the
spectrum will be the Cannon
trials car of Trevor Wood.

Mark Wright'’s 1
RS500 on show §

Icon in the spotlight
The 35th anniversary of the MG
Metro 6R4 will be marked at

Race Retro on the stand of 6R4.
net. The stand will feature several
examples of Austin Rover’s Group
B rally car projectaswellas a
comprehensive display of

scale model and memorabilia
collections. The prototype 6R4
made its competition debut on the
York National Rally in March 1984.

Smith to meet fans
Famous lady rally driver Rosemary
Smith will be among the star guests at
Race Retro. Dublin-born Smith, now
81 years old, was aworks driver for the
Rootes Group and will be interviewed
onthe live stages about herrallying
careerinthe 1960s and 1970s and will
be signing copies of her book Driven.

Rare Mini Marcos
The Trans XL Mini Marcos
Modsports carraced by Steven
Roberts and arare 1956 BMW
502 V8 prepared for racing at
Goodwood are among the
cars being offered for sale by
Silverstone Auctions during its
annual Race Retro sale. ABDG-
powered Ford Escort Mk1 rally
car,initially built for the 1993
London-Sydney Marathon, will
be offered with a guide price of
£50,000 to £60,000.

HERO training

HERO, the Historic Endurance Rally
Organisation, is offering hour-long
training sessions for co-drivers
interested in learning more about
classic rallying. The sessions willhave
something for novices as well as those
with some experience. Topics to be
covered include event regulations,
timing, plotting and regularity sessions
and visitors can book one or more
training sessions via heroevents.eu

Gates open

Race Retrois held at Stoneleigh
Park near Coventry and is open
from 0930hrs to 1730hrson
Friday and Saturday and from
0930hrs to 1630hrs on Sunday.
The Live Action rally stage runs
on Saturday and Sunday only.
More details about the show
are atraceretro.com

Karting action

The British Historic Kart Club will

be in action over the weekend with
demonstration sessions on part of the
live actionrally stage. Karts from up to
1998 will be taking part, including the
1963 Fastakart of Eric Atkinson and
karts for former British champions
Bob Phairand Robert Cooper. Karter
and BTCC champion Chris Hodgetts
has taken over as BHKC patron
following the death of Barrie Williams.

Triumph on show
Helping to mark the event’s
celebration of Le Mansis a
recreation of a Triumph TR3S as
raced in the 1959 24-hours. Owned
by Paul Hogan, the former works
carwas reconstructed using as
many original parts along with

its original chassis number.

Gwynne honoured
To honour the life of Bill Gwynne,

who died last September, his former
Vauxhall Chevette HSR will be on
show at Race Retro on the Rallying
with Group B stand. The BGMSport
team, headed by his son lan, will field
five cars onthe live rally stage including
an ex-Colin McRae Subaru Impreza.

THE VERY LATEST FROM THE MN CIRCUIT RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP y > JPAGE29
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SOLBERGYR
UBAR

By David Evans

Oliver Solberg was justa
one-year-old when he first
satbehind the wheel of a
factory Subaru Impreza WRC.
He can’trememberit. His
father Petter will never
forgetit - certainly not now
his 17-year-old son will be
donning the same blue and
yellow race suitto become
the second Solberg to drive
aworks Subaru.

SolbergJrhasbeen announced
asadriverinthe Subaru
Motorsports USA squad for six
rounds of thisyear’s American
Rally Association (ARA)series,
where he will team up with
Britain’s all-conquering stateside
star David Higgins. Higgins has
won America’s premierrally
titlefor thelast six years.

For Solberg Jr, his debut at next
month’s 100 Acre Wood Rally in
Missourican’t come soon enough.
The 2003 World Rally champion
Petterislooking forward to that
oneaswell. “Itell you,” Solberg Sr
told Motorsport News, “there will

HOW PETTER ROLLED BACK THE YEARS IN SWEDEN > > JPAGE 22

be some emotion from Pernilla
[Solberg’s wife] and me when

we see Oliver drive over the start
rampinthatcarandinthose
colours. Youknow me, and your
readers know me, and know what
Subarumeanstome-we were

all part of that journey afew years
agoand Ineverforgetthis. Tohave
Oliver drivingfor Subarunow
isincredible.

“Themostamazing partabout
all of thisfor me, though, isthat
hehasdonethis whole deal for
himself. He’sdone all the work,
all the meetings, everything.
It’'sfantasticfor him.”

Solberg, whois co-driven by
Britain’s Aaron Johnston, has
madeagreat starttohisfour-
wheel-driverally career, winning
thefirsttworounds of thisyear’s
Latvian Rally Championship
atthe wheel of a Volkswagen
Polo GTIRS.

Solberg Jr knows, however,
thattheroadsin America will
be somethingelse—and goingup
against team-mate and defending
champion Higgins will give him
the perfect marker.
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“I’have seen some of the pictures
fromtheeventsin Americaand
theroadslook amazing,” said
SolbergJr. “David knows the team
andthe championship sowell, it’s
goingto be fantastic to work with
him and with Travis [Pastrana],
who will drive the car on the
roundsI’'mnotdoing.”

Talking toMNin hisnative
Sweden-hismother Pernilla
isSwedish—-and betweena
succession of domesticand
international television
interviews, Solberg Jr
admitted hislife had been
something of a whirlwind since
last Thursday’s announcement.

“Honestly,” hesaid, “Itell you, I
can’tbelieve how much interest
thereisinthis. For me, you know
it’smassive, just massive. For all of
my lifeThave remembered my dad
competingin the blue and yellow
of Subaru-my earlier memories
areall of whathe wasdoinginthe
car and the championship. You
know, Ieven still have the blue
and yellow sheets for my bed!

“OK,it’sdifferent because this
isn’tthe WRC, but ARA isareally

bigdeal andrallyingisreally
growing out there and for me
tobe with Subaru Motorsports
USA, thebest teamin America
isbrilliant.

“But, youknow all thistalking
ismakingmewanttodrive. At
the bottom of thisnew dealis the
chanceto goanddrive one of the
bestrally carsin the world on
some of the bestroadsinthe
world. I wanttogonow!”

The Vermont SportsCar-
prepared WRX STISolberg will
drive onsix rallies thisseasonis
actually more powerful than the
version hisfatherusedto clinch
allfive of his Wales Rally GB wins
and his 2003 world title.

Higginssaid: “It’s very cool to
havea Solbergdrivinga Subaru
again. A generation of rally fans
grew up watching Petter doing
incredible thingsinablueand
yellow car with gold wheels—to
seethat Solbergnameontheside
of one of these cars willbemega.

“Wedid WalesRally GBina
Subaruliveried the same as Colin
McRae’s 1995 title-winning carin
2015and theresponse tothat was

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

Photos: Subaru USA, mcklein-imagedatabase.com
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Solberg Jr will carry
the iconic colours

FOR AMERICA

Petter’s offspring will get a chance to carry famous colours

Teenager (1) has dream chance

ALENDAR

Oliver Solberg’s American Rally Association programme

| RD|RALLY | DATE

100 Acre Wood Rally, Missouri Mar 15/16
Olympus Rally, Washington Apr27/28
Idaho Rally, Idaho Jun22/23
New England Forest Rally, Maine Jul19/20
Susqguehannock Trail Performance Rally, Pennsylvania | Sept 13/14
Lake Superior Performance Rally, Michigan Oct18/19

TECHSPEC

SubaruWRX STI
Engine: 2000cc turbo,
34mm restrictor

Power: 330bhp

Torque: 400 Ib-ft

Gearbox: Sadev six-speed
sequential

Transmission: Sadev diffs
Suspension: Reiger
Brakes: Alcon calipers,
Endless pads

Hydraulic handbrake
Wheels: 7inx 15in
Weight: 1315kg

huge. People have such fondness
and affection for these colours;
whenIheard we were going back
totheblue and yellow livery for
thisyearIwasdelighted.”

The Subaru Motorsports USA
teamhaswon 13 of thelast 14

Americantitles. Solberg Sr and son

The Strength of Experien

e speedline

e-mail: info@speedlinecorse.co.uk | website: www.speedlinecorse.co.uk
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GROUP RALLYING EDITOR

DAVID
EVANS

“It rained on
Saturday. How is
that right?”

ot writing about them. Not
writing about them. Not
writing about them. Writing
aboutthem.

So, the conditions at Rally
Sweden last week.

After the sunshine comes the rain; after last year’s
snow, came this year’s rain. With mounting pressure on
European rounds of the World Rally Championship,

Teemu Suninen’srally-leading
performancein Swedenisa
warning that M-Sport’srivals
shouldn’tdiscount the British
squad, according to team
principal Richard Millener.
The 25-year-old Finnled the
Torsby-based event attheend
of thefirst day, but hishopes of
amaiden victory were spoiled
when he slid off theroad on
Saturday’s second stage.
Millener says the Swedish
performance makes up fora
disappointing season-opener
in Monte Carlo, where both
Suninen and team-mate Elfyn

Evans went off theroad.
Millener told MN: “Aftera
bad Monte Carlo, I think some
people were saying: ‘Thope this
isn’tthefuture...’ Sotohave
thisresult hereis perfect.
We’ve been able to bounce back
straight away and show people
immediately what we’re capable
of doing. Thishas motivated and
pushed the team on even more —
andit’s shown everybody that
we’renot here to be discounted.
“We’reheretogetinthefight
and push for the winsand that’s
what we’re goingtodo. Inthe
days before Seb [Ogier] came, we

were perhaps seen asthe team
that wasnotfighting forthe
victories. We got the odd podium
here andthere, but they came
through misfortune. Then we
upped the game and won three
championships-what we’ve
donein Swedenisdemonstrate
that we are still a threat.

“We want peopletolook at the
line-up beforerallies and say,
‘Yes, Elfyn and Teemuarea
threat...” Wedon’t wanttobe
theteamthatmighthavea
chance of the win if everybody
elsehasaproblem.”

Before the season, M-Sport

managing director Malcolm
Wilson insisted there would
benolet-upintheeffortor
investment in performance
from the Cumbrian team.
Finn Suninen said his
pace—and that of his Welsh
team-mate Evans-last week
was testament to that policy.
While Suninen went off
theroad again, forcinga
replacementbarinthe
Fiesta’srollcage before he
returned on Sunday, Evans set
threefastest times, went third
quickest on the powerstage and
placed the sister Fiestafifth.

Ogier happy with Citroen’s loose-surface potential

Sebastien Ogier says he the snowin 2017 and 2018. lookingforward into the
can take confidencein the Since then, Citroen has season.Idon’t have any
Citroen C3 WRC’sloose- worked extensively on the regrets. It’sjustlikeitis.
surface ability for the transmission, suspension Iwilllook forward and
season ahead, despite and geometry —and, while that’s whatitis. This
retiring from the opening he was disappointed with [rally]isnot miles away
day of Rally Sweden. theresult, Ogier was from gravel [set-up], so
Ogier wonlastmonth’s encouraged with the we could work on the car
largely dry asphalt Monte feeling from the C3. and take some data. There’s

Carlo Rally —but thereal
testfor the Frenchman’s
new car came in Torsby last
week. Craig Breen finished
second in Sweden last year,
but Kris Meeke struggled

“Honestly, I think the car

still some interesting work

wasnot toobad,” he told todointhis condition.”
MN. “The speed was pretty Onthe subject of Tanak
decent when we were first moving to the top of the

ontheroad.Ithink thereis
some positivesin this side

table, Ogier said: “He did
the best move, but we are

there was afeeling around the service park last week
that the promoter was missing a rather obvious trick.

We all agree Japan needs a round of the world
championship and, next season, it's going to get one.
I have a suggestion. Let's not bother with the asphalt
affair being talked about on the mainisland and let’s
head north again. WRC Promoter, take us back to
Hokkaido and kill two birds with one stone.

When Japan'’s round of the championship was
based in Obihiro, there was a charming place on the
route called Rikubetsu. | loved it. It was fabulously
quaint and otherworldly, full of the sort of oriental
colourthat puts the world into a world championship.

Last week, like Torsby, the weather got warmerin
Rikubetsu. From Thursday morning until Saturday
afternoon, the mercury shifted from-30°Cto-19°C.In
Torsby, it went from -2°C to 6°C. That's plus six.

Ultimately, the fantastic organising team behind
Rally Sweden point out that no stages were lost to
the conditions last week. But anybody watching at
Saturday night's superspecial in Karlstad might have
feltita close-runthing. In anideal world, the trotting
track on the outskirts of the town which has hosted
the event since its inception is anice rink. Last week
it was a swimming pool.

Most likely, the superspecial was the least likely
to get cancelled, because it doesn'’t run on public
roads, so any damage to the surface was a matter
forthe organisers and the track owners.

And, as we saw in 2016, the visual impact of a
winterless winter rally isn't a deal-breaker. The no-no
comes when the ice is gone and drivers start
shredding and shedding studs on rocky roads. That's

World champion said form was decent

Rally Sweden heads will still defy Historic advice

Rally Sweden looks set Tanak repeated calls
to continue toignore fromlast year for the
the advice of the FTA historicsto be run after
and the world’sleading the main field had passed
drivers and continueto through the stages twice
runitshistoriccategory  —evenif thatmeantthem
between the firstand runninginto the dark.
second loops of stages. The Toyota driver
Theleadingdrivers told MNN: “If it [Rally
were united in their Sweden Historic] would
efforts to get this run after the second
changed following loop there would be no
last year’s event, while issueforus—Idon’t
FIA safety delegate understand why they
Michele Mouton don’t do this. When you
recommended arethink  lookbackinthe history,
for the 2019itinerary. everything happenedin
But still, the historics thenight! It hurts the
remained and still, road and the competition
according to Ott Tanak and everything.”
and hisfellow drivers, Even ardent historic
they made amess of the fan Jari-Matti Latvala
road and compromised added his weight to the
the competition. argument, echoing the

tomake the car work in

sentiment of his Toyota

team-mate. “It makes the

road really difficult,” he

said. “It’snot good, it’s so

hardtohold therear of
the carintheline when
the conditions arelike
this after the historics. I
love these cars, but we
have to do something.”
Rally Sweden CEO
Glenn Olsson was
adamant there wouldn’t
be any change for 2020:
“If we take away the
historics, the WRC
cars are still behind the
Juniors and they don’t
take the same tracks. If
the historics were going
todamagetheroad orif
there was a safety issue
then we would have
taken them away.”

for us. It can be positive

WRC Promoter Oliver
Cieslasaid themild
conditionsin Sweden
were acceptableforthe
championship’s winter
rally and refuted
suggestionsthat the
timehad come tolook
for an alternative event.
Nostageswere
cancelled on the Torsby-
basedrally, but the
lack of snow andice
compromised Rally
Sweden Historicand
forced organiserstodrop
fourtestsfortheevent
which ran between the
morningand afternoon
loops of WRC action.
Temperaturesrose to
six degreesintheservice
park withrainfalling
on Saturday.
“Thevolatility with the
weather, let’ssay aslong

only atevent number two.”

No plans for new winter event

asitstays withinacertain
bandwidth, we are happy
tostay here,” said Ciesla.
“This weekend we were
notatallnearthelimits
of thatbandwidth. We
want a winter rally, we
wanttodriveon studson
iceand weneed tomake
surethat happens. But,
if the climate forces us
tolook intoalternatives,
we will dothat. Butthat’s
not [the case] thisyear.”
Rally Sweden CEO
Glenn Olsson admitted
there would be changesto
theroutenext year, with
roadsfurthernorth being
theideal solution. There
is, however,no chance
of shiftingtheevent’s
basenorth of Torsby or
running aremote service
totaketheroutetomore
sSnow-sure stages.

why nine stages were cancelled three years ago.

Some argued the point that dealing with the
conditions s part of the game and | agree with that
everywhere except Sweden. Like everythingin the
World Rally Championship, the winter round of the
WRC must be at the very pinnacle of our sport.

It must be about a consistent battle with the
elements. It should be about plugging your carin
every night to keep the oil from freezing. It should be
designed and drawn on deep frozen lakes. It should be
about concern for anybody going outside in anything
otherthan an industrial-spec animal fur-lined body suit.

And, when you leaninto arally caronthe WRC's
winter round, you shouldn’t get dirty. We won't do
mud at minus 30. Or rain. It rained in Torsby on
Saturday. How's that right on what should be the
best winterrally in the world?

Andtheironyis, as a Japanese colleague and |
stood waiting for the cars just after lunch on Saturday
afternoon, rain dripping from our noses. He said:
“Hokkaido, today? Too much snow. Too much.”

And what was it the advertising bannersin
Sweden said?

Ohyes: “A warm welcome to Rally Sweden.”

Ohdear.

L/
Y5 AGREE/DISAGREE?
. letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Williams was happy with pace

Williams delighted
with ‘perfect start’

British Junior WRC driver
Tom Williams says last week’s
Rally Sweden result was the
perfect start to his second
season in the World Rally
Championship’s feeder series.
Williams finished 10th in
JWRCin Torsby last year,
but topped that with fourth
onthe 2019 opener last week.
The 20-year-old Englishman
expects his year to go from A . &

. o - The JWRC Fiestas
strength to strength after = e ‘ AT N s ran faultlessly
laying solid foundations . - . % u e .
in Sweden. : : _ A . > 4

“I feel we’re in control of the 2 . !
year now,” Williams told MN. ] Y
“Sweden was the event [score] _ e
Iwas always going to drop, it’s
the trickiest one for me. I made
somany small mistakeslast
e - N ’ on wnc FL EE T
is better than Sweden, then ”
Sardinia and Finland are — - ~ -
better than Corsica and then l t -
meovinane | Last-minute electrical glitch nearly derails season opener
build and build from here.
“Phil [Hall, co-driver] and I

almost felt comfortable!

“The year gets better and
better for usnow: the Tarmac
onthenextroundin Corsica

worked hard on the pacenotes, By David Evans Woda. “Obviously our carsarebasedon  Thursday [the wek before the rally],” realised this—refitted them and we
really working on consistency, theroad car which comes with so many Woda explained, “butin the end, haven’t had a problem since. This was the
and that’s paid off here.” Motorsport News has learned how sensors and actuators that we don’t we flew to Ford in Cologne first thing scariest moment of my career. I kept

. M-Sport’s Polish arm worked need, so we strip some of them out. The Friday morning and took all the parts thinking: ‘How can I have put myself —
Slnglng star Sheeran through the night to prevent the problem came with our second batch with us. We landed back in Krakow at and the company —in this position when
Iured hy ra“y outing opening round of the Junior World of cars which were manufactured after midnight on Friday and went directly to we could not start therally?’

Rally Championshipin Swedenlast  Augustlast year-which was when the our factory tofit the parts. But still, they “Intheend, it all worked and we had

Ed Sheeran could be makinghis week from being cancelled. software change came. Thefirst batch, didn’t work. Thatnight, I did not sleep.” all13 carsrunning on every day of a very
firststepsinarally carinthe The Krakow-based firm discovered which included the test cars we’d done Woda heaped praise on Ford difficultrally. That’s an achievement of
coming months after fellow anelectrical glitch on the new Ford thousands of kilometres of runningwith  Performance in the UK and their which I am really, really proud. You know
musician John Newman and FiestaR2, which is used as standard in were manufactured in July, so weran colleagues in Cologne for the effort the tight timeframe we were up against
colleagues spent time working the one-make JWRC, after carshad those cars with no problem atall.” infixing the problem. anyway, but then when we have this late
with British Junior WRC star already departed for Rally Sweden. Had it not beenrectified, theissue “Honestly, they were fantastic,” he issue as well, what M-Sport Poland has
Tom Williams. Junior WRC manager Maciej Wodatold would have affected various electrical said. “We couldn’tbe here withoutthem.  doneisfantastic. The success of this

Williams spent time tutoring MN hefeared the worst forthefirstevent componentsinthe cars,including Basically, because we were quite tired, openinground of the JWRC comes
Newman at the Forest Experience of thenew season. powersteering, lights and we’d made a small mistake in fitting the from us, butit also comes from Ford —
Rallyschoolin Wales and there’s “The problem came with a software windscreen wipers. partsin the early hours of Saturday we can’t thank them enough for the
potential Sheeran could jointhem change inthe body control module,” said “We tried to fix the problem through morning. After talking to Cologne, we excellent support and co-operation.”

atthegravel venuein thefuture.
Williams told MN: “I teach John
Newman and Cigale at the school.
They’ve got Subarurally cars and
when they’renotsingingor at

Ostherg declares Citroen C3 RS still needs ‘plenty of work’

concertstheyjustenjoy rallying. Mads Ostbergadmitted he stiffness at the front, at the enjoyit.Ifeelso
They goup thereand goaround felt afraid and uncomfortable rear or both—it’s not easy. uncomfortable and afraid
and around, they justlove on his Citroen C3R5 debut “The car needs alot of work, whenI'mdriving.”
rallying, they can goup thereand in Sweden last week. it’s not defined yet to work Citroen team principal
doitandthere’snobody around.” The Norwegian star won ondifferent stages or with Pierre Budar told MN: “We
Asked if Sheeran would be the WRC 2 Pro class, but he different grip levels; the have some test planned with
interested, Williams added: struggled tomatch the pace of window is very small to find Madsfor gravel. This was the
“They’reallin the same group thefastest R5carsontherally. theset-uponthecar. first rally on snow and we had
of friends and John said, he’s “We have to try to make the “We are changing many ashort time tomake the set-up
notsureabout Ed, buthe’dlike car driveable,” Ostberg told different parametersto find —and we did this set-up on the
hisfriendstocomeintherally MN. “The caris not set-up for positives, butfor sureit’snot wrong tyres! We will see where
car with him. We’ll find outin slippery conditions. Ifought easy and not enjoyable. T have we are on the gravel and we
afew weeks [if Sheeran can i onevery corner for the whole donethisevent12timesbefore = will see what’s needed to be
makethetrip].” Ostberg admitted to being concerned by the Citroen’s handling event. We tried changing the andthisisthefirsttimeIdon’t  donetoimprove.”

WEST TIGHTENS HIS GRIP ON MN CIRCUIT CHAMPIONSHIP > 2 2PAGE29
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White seeks maiden
Irish National win

Former Irish National

Rally champion Roy White
isaimingfor amaiden series
win on this weekend’s season-
opening Abbeyleix-based Birr
Stages Rally.

The Ford Fiesta WRC driver,
who claimed the titlein 2016
without actually winninga
round, is eager to secure that
elusivefirst win, but faces stiff
competition -with Scottish ace
David Bogie alateentry.

“Of course, it’sa situation
thatIwouldlike toredress,”
said White. “With this year’s
championship based on the
best seven from eight rounds,
astrongstartis essential.

“The oppositionis strong
again especially with Declan
[Boyle] and Josh [Moffett]. My
paceis getting quicker and I
would be confident of that first
national round win.”

Bogieisalateentryinhis
Skoda Fabia R5 as he prepares for
next month’strip to Ireland for
\ park was popular the BRC West Cork Rally.

; Otherleading contenders
arereigning champion Declan

| Boyle, Josh Moffett and 1992
champion Peadar Hurson. All
three will bein Fiesta WRCs.

Clonakilty’s Cal McCarthy will
drive the ex-Aaron MacHale
Citroen DS3R5 as a shakedown
for hishome West Cork Rally.

British Rally Championship manager isacompromise asto where the stages forthe town centre streetserviceformat.  likethe Great Orme tofinish because they New rally traCker
Iain Campbell has praised North Wales andtheroadsections are, but thishas “It’sbrilliant,” said R5 driverAlex have used that on the Cambrian before.” tﬂ h e tri a“ed
Car Clubforitseffortstobringthe beenreally, really good.” Laffey. “Allrallies should be here[ina EDSL Sportteam manager Alex
Cambrian Rally service park intothe Campbell, whois also Wales Rally city centre],Idon’tknow why other people =~ Waterman was also pleased but Anewrally tracker will be
centre of Llandudno. GB clerk of the course, is considering don’tdothisasthisis whatit should be. expressed some concerns with space. trialled in Ireland on multiple
Cambrianorganisers “wantedtobring  somethingsimilarfor Britain’s WRC It’samuch better atmospherelike when “We were a bit further down the street eventsduring 2019.
rallyingto the people” and Campbell round later this year. we go toBelgium, it’sthe same thing.” solimagineit was busier on the main The system from Italian firm
believes “it’s something that should be “We’rein discussion with Llandudno Junior BRC competitor James Williams  street, but there was still people coming Sporttraxx, will be used on the
carried onacrossthe UK” because the because you saw the support they gave added: “It’snice, Ilikeit. Traffic-wise down here and taking photos,” he said. first three rounds of the Irish
Cambrian example proved it can work. usin 2018 through the stage, sowe're it’sokay asit’slikeabigsquare, andit’s “Theonly thingisit’salittle bit National Rally Championship;
“We’ve been chasingthisforthree looking at how toincorporate the town niceforthefanstosee what’s goingon cramped; 7x7 for each carisn’talot.” the Birr Stages, Midland Stages
years, and it’sfantastic that the car club intothe eventforthis year,” he added. and see the guys workingon the cars. Campbell accepted that argument, but and Monaghan Stages.
and Conwy Council have supported it, “Hopefully in the next three tofour “Butalsoitwouldbenicetohaveastage reiterated: “It’saboutcompromise. If The system uses GPS to track
the work that has goneinhasbeen weeks we’ll have somenews.” comenearer, sosome people canseesome nothingelsethey’veall gotacafeanda speed and status of carson and
tremendous,” he said. The overwhelming majority of carsbecause they don’treally want to restaurant forlunch time as opposed to off stages. The dataisrelayed
“Everything when it comestoaroute competitors were alsofull of praise venture out to the stages or the woods, goingtofind a sandwich somewhere.” toacommand centre, and there
is afunction by which messages
can be passed fromrally control
and in some cases vice versa.
Motorsport Ireland president
John Naylor said: “Thisis

Williams wants 2019 Fiesta if he’s to continue JBRC campaign | anothermilestonetowards

Town centre service

improved safety for our
Junior British Rally drove the other in Wales. coming from last year where competitors and even though
Championship frontrunner “Itwould’ve been nicer we came second, we should we are only trialling this over
James Williams says “it tobedriving the new car but really be giving ourselves the three events, the ultimate goal
wouldn’t make sense” for circumstances meant we best chancetowin.” istoinclude safety trackingon
him to continuein this year’s couldn’t,” Williams said. Bell “would like to do afull all of theralliesrun under the
series unless he’sdrivinga “Ithink British season” butisunsureif he’ll Motorsport Ireland banner.
brand new Ford Fiesta R2. championship-wise the doany more BRC rounds, “MotorsportIrelandis fully
Williams struck a deal with only real reason for me tobe while Reynolds described the committed toimproving safety
EDSL Sport to drive a 2017 R2T involved with itis for the Ford new car as “awesome”. throughout all disciplines and
just three days before last prize [£60,000 subsidy for Finlay Retson was the highest this in one of many steps we
weekend’s Cambrian Rally, Junior WRC], so unless we Fiestafinisher, bringing his’19 will take. The introduction of
by which time Ruairi Bell had can getanew carIdon’tthink example home sixth ahead of safety tracking will of course
secured one of the team’s two there’s much chancein us Bell but this was some three impact on how we have run our
2 e A : 2019 cars. Last year’s Cadet carryingoninan’18car. minutes down on class winner rallies but we must all embrace
Late Cambrian deal for Williams came in old-spec Fiesta champion Jordan Reynolds “Itdoesn’t make sense James Wilson’s Peugeot 208. change and grow withit.”

Lindsay disappointed to go from “hero to zero” on Jack Frost Stages
Last year’s surprise Jack as his prize for winning the Cumbrian builder.
Frost Stages Rally winner the ANECCC Rally “Wemade amistakein
Barry Lindsay couldn’t Championship, which one of the tight hairpins and
replicate his heroics of Petch’s company sponsor - something broke as I selected
2018 as the snow and ice Lindsay and co-driver reverse gear and that was it,
of the previous event was Caroline Lodge led the game over. I’d like to try to
replaced by the unseasonably rally for a couple of stages win the SG Petch ANECCC
mild and dry conditions on before they were sidelined Championship again this
this year’s event held at at half-distance with year, but I know it’s going
Croft Circuit. gearboxissues. to be tough, but we’ll give it
Once again using the “It started well enough, a go and see what happens.”
SGP Motorsport-supplied butI’ve gone from hero to The Croft event was won by
Ford Fiesta S2000 normally zero today after last year’s Peter Smith in his ex-Ott

campaigned by Steve Petch - performance,” admitted Tanak Ford Fiesta RS WRC. Last year’s winner Lindsay used Petch’s regular Fiesta S2000 but suffered gearbox issues at Croft
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Original Paul Bird

in rally return

Rally driver Paul Bird will
return to competition after
agap of 21 years, competing
inthenew BimmaCup UK
championship for BMW

318 Compacts.

Birdisthe namesake, but
innomeans connected to,
Ford Focus WRCO07 driver
Paul Bird, who was recently
banned from competition for
eight yearsfor beingfound
guilty of evadinga drugs test.

The Paul Bird who will
returnto competition
runsthe LMS Events and
Entertainments company,
and heard about the series
from East African Safari
Rally winner Ryan
Champion, who contested
thefirstround of the new
series at Blyton Park earlier
thismonth.

“I’'mthe wrongend of the
spectrum to belooking for
glory, ’'m outlooking for
fun,” said Bird of hisrally
return. “Iheard aboutit
from Ryan, I've been friends
with him for years.Iactually
used to service for Rick
[Champion], Ryan’s dad.

“Itwasjusttooshortnotice
for thefirstround at Blyton.
Butthe carshould beready,
we’ve just got bitsand bobs
todofor April. I’'m planning
todotherestof therounds.

“Ithinkit’sabrilliant
ideafor a championship,
hopefully by next year we’ll
havellor12cars. Anyone
who wants to know more
or compete should get
in touch with Rob Brook
[rob@rb-motorsport.co.uk]
or Ryan Champion.”

Bird has bought the sister
cartothe one which won the
BRSCCBMW Compact Cup
racing seriesin the handsof

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

EID AND McRAE TO
EUGEOT EVENT

Series celebrates
J0th anniversary

By Jack Benyon

. Robert Reid and Jimmy McRae will

headline the Peugeot Challenge
30th anniversary celebration,
which runs alongside Race Retro
this weekend, while the event will
also raise money for Down’s
Syndrome Awareness.

Theseries beganin 1989 and has
helped to directly or indirectly launch
the careers of Colin McRae, Richard
Burns, Kris Meeke and Jonny Milner.

Ithasrunin various guises over the

years, and cars and personalities from
all eras will be present at Race Retro.
Rallying with Group B has organised
period machinery to be demonstrated at
the Stoneleigh Park venue, which was a
popular test facility for Peugeot UK.
Another highlight of the eventis
an auction for the Rallying for Down’s
Syndrome Awareness group. The
winner will receive a passenger ride
inalan Gwynne SubaruImpreza WRC
with East African Safari winner and
charity co-founder Ryan Champion.
“Ryan’sson Finley hasdown’s

syndrome and, when I was asked, I was
really happy to provide a car for Ryan
todrive,” said Gwynne of BGMsport.

The auction can be entered by making
pre-weekend offers to event organiser
Kev Furber (07850 732867), or at the
evening dinner.

The evening dinner headlines the
off-track activity, which is where
McRae Sr will talk of Colin McRae’s
Peugeot stint, while Robert Reid won
the junior section of the challenge in
1991 alongside Richard Burns. Over 300
people are expected to attend the event
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Reid will attend Peugeot celebration

-
. Colin McRae
= drove 309 in 1988

)

atthe Ramada Hotel, Kenilworth.
Already confirmed are long time
Challenge coordinators Keith Baud
and Stella Boyles, along with the
original winners, Paul Frankland
and Furber. Many works cars will be

demonstrated and displayed, while a

number of current drivers including
Under27 European champion in 2017,
ChrisIngram, and Burns’s Godson
and Junior World Rally Championship
entrant Tom Williams will attend.

Places atthe event are still available
by contacting Furber.

Steven Dailly last year.

Theseries visitsthe
Lookout Stages (April 7)
Abingdon Car-nival (June9)
Pendragon Stages (August
25) and the Harold Palin
Memorial Rally (October 10).

Thetitle winner getsa
subsidised triptothe
Barbados BimmaCup
finalein November.

Barhados Brits bring fundraising power for pre-event test to help support drivers injured during last year’s rally

British drivers competing on Rally
Barbados later this year have helped
toraise over £5000 for two competitors
who suffered a serious crash at the
eventlastyear.

Ford Escort WRC driver Nigel
Worswick —co-driven by Sophie Louise
Buckland for the first time on hisninth

visittoRally Barbados—1last year’s
event runner-up Rob Swann and another
UKregular Ray Clough, have been
instrumental in raising money for
Daryl Clarke and Russell Brancker. They
were both hospitalised after injuries
sustained while competing.

Worswick auctioned his co-driver seat

for tworuns of the King of the Hill event,
which precedes Rally Barbados. Swann
hasconducted a similar auction.

“I contacted the Rally Club to seeif
Icould usemy first two runsto take
different passengers, thereby maximising
the fundsraised, before my actual
co-driver would step in; as always, they

were more than helpful,” said Worswick.

“Itlookslike the service area will be
busy, with three different co-driversin
thefirstthreeruns.”

Ex-F1engineer Andrew Costin-Hurley
has confirmed he will make his 12th
appearance at the eventin his self-
engineered Ford Puma.

RALLY REPORTS

Smith keeps it in the family with Croft win

Jack Frost Stages Rally

with son Alex on the notes, taking

By Larry Carter

Organiser: Darlington & District Motor Club When:
February 17 Where: Croft Circuit, North Yorkshire
CGhampionships: SG Petch ANECCC Stage Rally
Championship; AS Performance North of England
Tarmacadam Rally Championship; ANCC Stage Rally
Championship Stages: 8 Starters:69.

third afurthernine seconds back.
With unusually dry conditions
prevailing, it waslast year’s
winners Barry Lindsay/Caroline
Lodge who werefastest on SS1
before a single second separated

Three years on from son Guy
winningthe Darlington &
District Motor Club-organised

Jack Frost Stages Rally at Croft
Circuit, this time it was the turn
of hisfather Peter Smith to claim

the honoursfollowingatitanic
scrap throughout the day.
Along with co-driver Patrick
Walsh in their Ford FiestaRS
WRC, their winning margin at
theend of eight stages wasjust
seven seconds over Scotsmen
Alan Kirkaldy/Cameron Fair
(Ford Fiesta) with former

National champion John Stone,

the top four crews after SS2.
Kirkaldy took over thelead and
by half way, his advantage over
Stone was three seconds with
Smith afurthertwoback in third.
Butthecrucial stage, asit
turned out, was SS5as Smith
stopped the clocks seven seconds
ahead of Stone with aspin
dropping Kirkaldy 17 seconds
toscupper hisbid. From there,
Smith wasnever headed and,
although Kirkaldy setfastest
time on thefinal two stages, it
wasn’'tenough to wrest victory
from Smith with Stonein third.
Thereturning Tony Bardy/

Fifth stage performance was crucial to Smith’s victory bid

Tony Walker (Ford Focus WRC)

posted fourth ahead of the best
2WD runners Paul/Jessica
Swift (Ford Escort) with Lee/

Cole Hastings (Subaru)in sixth.

Results
1 Peter Smith/Patrick Walsh (Ford Fiesta RS WRC)
53m 55s; 2 Alan Kirkaldy/ Cameron Fair (Ford

Fiesta) +7s, 3 John Stone/Alex Stone (Ford Fiesta

WRC), 4 Tony Bardy/Tony Walker (Ford Focus
WRC), 5 Paul Swift/Jessica Swift (Ford Escort),
6 Lee Hastings/ Cole Hastings (Subaru Impreza),
1 Peter Stephenson/Antony Jones (Subaru P2000
WRC), 8 Joe Cunningham/Marc Fowler (Subaru
Impreza), 9 Alistair Hutchinson/St John Dykes
(Renault Clio), 10 Mark Thompson/Jordan English
(Peugeot 206 GTi).

Class winners: Andrew Fawcett/ Chris Purvis
(Vauxhall Nova); Chris Platt/Mick Robinson
(Vauxhall Tigra); Hutchinson/ Dykes; Swift/ Swift;
Smith/Walsh

Last stage drama as McCullagh wins

Fivemiletown Rally

ByJason Craig

Organiser: Omagh MC When: February 16 Where:
Fivemiletown, County Tyrone Stages: 8 Starters 47.

Afinal stage upset allowed
Niall McCullagh torecord the
first win of the new season
in NorthernIreland.

Itlooked asthough Cathan

McCourt was on course to spray

the champagne goingintothe
lasttesthavingled fromthe
word go-buthecrashed just
500 yardsfromthefinishline.

McCullagh and team-mate
Ryan McCloskey made it safely
through with afastesttimethat
was good enough tomove them
infront of Michael Carbin and
Conor Mohan tosnatch top
spot by 8 seconds.

Martin Cairns-one of two
World Rally Car starters—
persevered with early brake

and set-upissuestoroundout
the podium positions. Onthe
second loop Cairns clawed
back five places ontheloose.
Inthe modified battle,
Adrian Hetherington wasthe
pacesetterin his Ford Escort
MKk2 and deservedly came out
ontop, while Keith MclIvorand
David Burns won the Historic
classintheir Ford Escort.

Results

1 Niall McCullagh/Ryan McCloskey (Mitsubishi Lancer
E9) 29mbTs; 2 Michael Carbin/ Conor Mohan (Lancer)
+8.3s; 3 Martin Cairns/ Peter Ward (Ford Fiesta RS
WRC); 4 Adrian Hetherington/ Gary Nolan (Ford Escort
Mk2); 5 Eoighan Rogers/ Paddy McCrudden (Lancer E9);
6 Paul Britton/Liam Mclntyre (Lancer); 7 Shane McGirr/
Pierce Doheny Jnr (Escort Mk2); 8 Joe Hegarty/ David
Turkington (Lancer E9); 9 Stephen Dickson/Tommy
Hayes (Lancer E9); 10 Robert Woodside/Allan Harryman
(Lancer E10).

Class winners: Michael McDaid/Jordan Murphy
(Lancer); McCullagh/ McCloskey; Drew Chambers/
Wendy Blackledge (Talbot Samba); Ruairi Maguire/
Grace 0'Brien (Vauxhall Corsa); Hugh McQuaid/ Chris
Melly (Ford Escort Mk2); Paul McErlean/ Paul McGahan
(Escort Mk2); Hetherington/ Nolan; Carbin/ Mohan;
Cairns/Ward; Keith Mclvor/ David Burns (Escort).
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A dominant display puts Estonian on top of the world in the Swedish ‘winter’

ris Meeke and
Elfyn Evans
stood and
stared at the
enormous
television
screen which
dominated the farend of the Rally
Sweden service park. Ittook a
moment tosink in. Theimmediate
prospect of conversation was

lost tofireworks, helicopters and
the hordes of ecstatic Estonians
standingjust the other side of
thebarrier.

Both drivershad just completed their
runatthe powerstage and were waiting
and watching the progress of theirrivals.
Evanshad provided the benchmark for the
Torsby test until Thierry Neuville went
nine-tenths of asecond quicker. The
M-Sport man smiled thinly as thefinal
meaningful timehit the screen.

“Ifeelabitsh*tnow,” hesaid. “Iwas
quite chuffed before.”

OttTanak had arrived at thefinish. And
he’d arrived in some style. Some style
being3.5seconds faster than anybody over
a5.54-mile winner-takes-all stage.

Twelve months ago, Tanak departed
Sweden, headingeast, headinghome
acrossthe Baltic Seain the darkest of
moods. Tworoundsinto 2018, he sat sixth
in the championship. He’d bounced off
Meeke’s Citroen intoa snowbank and
invited Rally Sweden organisersto “screw
themselves” after they failed to plough the
snowfilled roads. They left thatjob tohim
and his Toyota Yaris WRC,

Allwasnot well with Ott. There had been
fartoomuch winterinthe WRC’s winter
rally, with him and Sebastien Ogier the
highest profile victims of FIA’srunning
orderregulations.

Thistime around, with winter all-but
traded for an early Scandinavian spring,
Tanak settherecord straight and did what
hisfriend and mentor Markko Martin had
sowantedtodo.

Except Tanak didn’tjust win Rally
Sweden. Herealised the collective fears of
hisrivals. He and co-driver Martin
Jarveojadominated therally. Or atleast
the weekend.

M-Sport man Teemu Suninen was the
only driver capable of holdinga candle to
Tanak. And the Ford Fiesta WRC-driving
Finn actuallyled overnight on Friday.

Suninen’snotonetotalk thetalkand he
succeeded inlooking genuinely
underwhelmed atthenews that he was
ahead ona WRCround for thefirsttimein
hiscareer. It wasnice, but there wereno
prizes on Friday night. His confidence was
boosted, butheremained a weekend away
fromturningalegoneleadintoamaiden
first victory.

Andkeytoanybody’s victory would be
theability to second-guess the conditions.
Inthefortnight between the season-
openerin Monte Carlo and round two,
everybody had headed north in search of
snow, ice and the key to Sweden.
Everybody except Citroen found
exceptional conditions.

Minus 15, solid ice and perfect, lean-on-
me snowbanks were the order of the day.
Then, as Ogier said: “winter melted.”

Andthatmadethingsjustalittle bit
complicated.

Friday’sroadsstraddled the Norwegian-

e
Evans was top British finisher in fifth

Swedish border and, runningat

higher altitude and latitude, offered the
best of the conditions. Atleast they did
inthemorning.

Third on theroad and there was still
plenty for Tanak’s studs to biteinto. The
Toyotamanrocketed into thelead.

Then, the combination of rising
temperatures softening the stage and the
passing of a50-stronghistoricfield,
muddiedtheice andrutted theroad. The
advantage was passed to those running
further down thefield; the front men:
Ogier, Thierry Neuvilleand Tanak were
left to clear theline of mud, slush and
meltwater from theruts.

Seventhin, Suninen cracked on, won
Svullrya (for the second time) by 5.2s anl
jumped into a similarly-sized lead.

Asked how his pace was possible—an
with speculation of some eurekamornents
interms of the Fiesta’s Swedish set-up
after adismal 2018 showing—Suninen
considered his options when explaining
theupturnin pace to Motorsport News.

“How should I answer that one?” he said.
Aftermorethinkingtime, he pulled
himself forward on the steering wheel. I
leanedin.

“Rear bumper,” he said.

What?

“Rear bumper. Look atrear bumper.”

Itwasn’treally there.

“Exactly! That’sthedifference.” With
that, hefixed a grin, pulled firstand
headedtobedinP1.

Fortheuninitiated in Swedishrally
speak... anybody comingin withoutarear
bumper has clearly been on acharge and
left that particular body partembedded in
asnowbank somewhere.

Friday night, M-Sport was the place to
be. Richard Millener headed to the end of
day press conference asarally-leading
team principal for thefirst time. But
surely this early lead brought the
complication of a strategic approachto
the weekend.

Notachance. The only strategy wasto
keep oiling the gears he wanted Suninen
tothrow at the job.

“We’renotheretofinish second,” he
said. “Our priorities are different this
year. We’renotreally chasingthe
championship, we want rally wins.
Teemu’s already achieved one objective
foraseason-tolead overnight—sowe
mightaswelltry totick anotherbox...”

Saturday morning’s opener in Rammen
would be areal test for Teemu. On alevel
playingfield, could he keep Tanak behind?
No. Buthe wasonly 1.8sdown goinginto
thenextstage.

“Ihavetokeepthethrottle openall the
time,” hesaid. “Andnomistakes.”

Onreflection, he’ll be wishing he’d shut
thetapsfractionally earlier goingintoa
tightening medium leftin Hagfors. He
slippedinto a snowbank. His dream done.

“Snowbank,” said Suninen. “It sucked
usin. Wetook toomuch speed to the
corner.” The staccato, stare-straight-
ahead statement was pure devastated
Finn. This could so easily have been a
devastated Juha Kankkunenin abroken
Lancia or aheartbroken Hannu Mikkola
aboard a punctured Audi.

Bylunchtime service, the response was
slightly fuller.

“The spectators were pushingin
different directions,” he said. “Weneeded
Finnish spectators, they lift the car. We
couldhavedropped 10seconds...”

Instead, it was aminute and a half before
thelocals got themselves together and
hauled the motorback totheroad.

“Allthat work,” said Suninen. “The
perfect testand weeks’ of work... allgone
inonecorner.”

With the Finnfinished, Tanak’slead
ballooned to half aminute. And Toyota’s
manmoved into safety mode, middle of
theroad, in theruts and well away from

BY DAVID
EVANS

TANA

UNLEASHES HIS FULL PO

Toyota’s man was out of &
9 . . e
reach in Scandinavia

theincreasingly soft snowbanks.

Now, here’s the bit which should
concern everybody except Toyota team
principal Tommi Makinen. Inthe next
eight stages, Tanak was fastest on two, but
still built hislead towards the minute-
mark. And then came the powerstage.
What would be the tactic?

“Iwon’ttakerisks,” hesaid. “If there’sa
couple of pointsthere, I'll take them, butI
won’'ttakearisk.”

Andthen he setthetime. That stunning
3.5s powerstage hammerblow.

Andthen, given what hadjust happened
had destroyed the opposition, he followed
that up with the perfectline.

“Once Teemu was gone, there wasn’t so
much of afight... it wasactually alittle bit
boring. The only timeIpushedtothe
maximum wasreally in the powerstage.”

So,in the five and a half miles where
everybody pushed and chased the five-
pointer ashard as possible, Tanak was
0.63s per mile faster.

Granted, theroad evolved and got
quicker with each passing car. But 0.63s

permile. That’sa concern for the best of
therest with 12roundsto go.

ButnotforTanak.

“Iknow how hard Markko tried for this
one,” said Tanak. And, wereitnotfora
freak broken wheel aboard a Ford Focus
WRC04 15 years earlier, Tanak would have
been the second Estonian celebratingin
these parts.

Asitwas, he’sthefirst. And thefirst
Estonian tolead the championship.

Andreas Mikkelsen held second for
much of Saturday, but wasforced to share
it with Esapekka Lappiahead of thefinal
day. With Mikkelsen’s Hyundai team-
mate Neuvillejust 2.3 further back and
Elfyn Evansinthepicture too, there was
plenty toplay for on Sunday’s repeated
Likenas test with a Torsby powerstage to
conclude proceedings.

Mikkelsen was the bigloser on thefirst
test, droppingfrom joint second to fourth
ashestruggled with an ‘unreactive’i20.
That timeloss did, however, save the
potential for managementblushes, had
they needed to ask the Norwegian to step
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asidefortitle-chasing Belgian Neuville.

For the second time in two 2019rallies,
the powerstage would decide far more
than thedirection of the bonus points. A
missed braking point, afudged apex and
second could easily become fifth and vice-
versa.Intheend,nothingchanged. Tanak
massacred everybody, Neuville got
fractionally closer to Lappiand Evans
closed up to Mikkelsen. Kris Meeke
rounded out the top six, delivering the
second sensible point-scoringdrive he’d
soughtatthe season’sstart. Thefunstarts
in Mexicoforthe NorthernIrishman.

But what of the old boys? What of
Sebastien Loeb and Marcus Gronholm?
Given that we’ll be seeing the Frenchman
(hewasanundramaticseventh, by the
way) six times this season, let’sfocus on
the veteran Finn.

Much was made of Marcus Gronholm’s
returntotheseriesinaToyota Yaris WRC.
It’sfairtosay the two-time world
champion’s belated - by one year-50th
birthday present to himself didn’t quite go
toplan. It was, infact, hard to argue with
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‘Solberg gave his wife
best birthday present’

Rally Sweden Historics p22
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watches

TV’sJon Desborough, who

sted he might have preferred a

eof pintsand a curryinstead.

nholm’s misery started early, when

s 11s off the pacein the four-mile

xdown stage. Sitting in front of the

sion screen in Toyota’s mission

ol, hestared at the times.

n’tlook,” hesaid. “Youcanjustabout

e.I’'m atthe bottom of the screen.”

rmerrival grinned. “Onthe upside...

re seventh quickestin WRC2.”

»next morning, Gronholmreverted

athe’d known best throughoutan

ytional career at the top of the sport,

dingfive Sweden wins. He threw

atitand drove harder and faster.

it wasn’t the answer this time.

om thefirst metres of thefirststage,I

'my pacenotes were too slow,” said

holm. “And then a corner comes and

youout.”

spun on Friday’s opener. Againon

cond stage and then went off intoa 1 =~

nthethird. — e e
Continuedonpage22 Suninenled atthe end ofaleg for the first time butit didn’t last
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Neuville claimed third

B S51 5SS Karlstad 1
(1.18miles)

FastasilNeuville 1m34.9s Leader
MNeuville Second Ogier +0.8s

B 852 Hof-Finnskog

(13.21 miles)

FastesitTanak 10m09.1s Leader
Tanak Second Ogier +3.0s

M SS3Svullryal (15.46 miles)
Fastest Suninen 12m47.0s
Leader Tanak Second Suninen
+3.5s

HESS4Rojden1 (11.25 miles)
Fastest Tanak 8m42.5s Leader
Tanak Second Suninen +5.5s

Il SS5 Hof-Finnskog 2

(13.21 miles)

Fastest Evans 10m02.8s Leader
Latvala Second Suninen +1.8s

Il SS6 Svullrya 2 (15.46 miles)
Fastest Suninen 12m43.9s
Leader Suninen Second Latvala
+5.7s

B SS7Rojden 2 (11.25 miles)
Fastest Evans8m41.7sLeader
Suninen Second Latvala +5.0s

H SS8Torsby 1 (5.55 miles)
Fastest Huttunen 5m50.0s Leader
Suninen Second Tanak +2.0s

H SS9 Rammen1 (14.37 miles)
Fastest Latvala11m23.1sLeader
Tanak Second Suninen +1.8s

W SS10 Hagfors 1 (14.54 miles)
Fastest Ogier 12m33.1sLeader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +34.2s

B SS11Vargasen1 (8.83 miles)
Fastest Ogier8m14.9sLeader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +33.8s

M SS12 Rammen2
(14.37miles)

Fastest Tanak 11m21.4s Leader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +40.4s

M SS13 Hagfors 2 (14.54 miles)
Fastest Tanak 12m36.8s Leader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +51.7s

M SS14Vargasen?2 (8.83 miles)
Fastest Ogier 8m20.1sLeader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +54.3s

W SS15SSS Karlstad 2

(1.18 miles)

Fastest Tanak 1m36.0s Leader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen +56.4s

l SS16 Torsby Sprint

(1.74 miles)

Fastest Neuville 1m56.8s Leader
Tanak Second Mikkelsen and Lappi
+54.5s

B SS17 Likenas 1 (13.17 miles)
Fastest Latvala 11m06.3s Leader
Tanak Second Lappi +53.4s

M SS18 Likenas2 (13.17 miles)
FastestEvans 11m22.0sLeader
Tanak Second Lappi +48.8s

M SS19Torsby 2 (Power Stage)
(5.55miles)

Fastest Tanak5m15.1s Leader
Tanak Second Lappi +53.7s

CLAR

“Ott Tanak will
dominate the rest
of the season”

said before Rally Sweden that|
thought Toyota would dominate
this event. Well l got that
completely wrong with three
different manufacturers on the
podium. But never one to be put
off, ’'m going to make another domination
prediction. | predict that Ott Tanak will
dominate the remainder of the season.

And by that | mean that he will win at least
another five events and become Estonia’s first
world rally champion without the need fora
Decider Down Under come Rally Australia.

Suchis the potency of the Tanak/Toyota
partnership that unless the man makes a mistake,
or the car breaks, he looks like he can win every
time he takes to the start.

Tanak has a self-assured swagger about him
these days that speaks volumes for where he's at.
He knows he's good. Actually, he knows he’s the
best. He knows the others fear him and he knows
he has the best car. He's driving withan
intelligence these days that hasn't always been
obvious in the past.

The Toyota boys have worked hard to iron out
the gremlins that plagued Tanak’s championship
challenge last year. Since the introduction of the
new engine in Finland last July, the car has been
simply sensational.

And the scary thing for the boys in hot pursuitis
that both Tanak and the Toyota will only get better
as the season goes on.

Now there is one very big caveat that | have to
add to my slightly bold prediction and that is
road position.

Neuville’s title hopes hit the buffers last year
almost the moment that the Hyundai-driving
Belgian hit the front of the championship. One
podium in the second half of the season was an
awful lot to do with his inability to cope with the
demands of running first on the road.

How will Tanak cope? Well his title aspirations
may well depend upon him getting to grips with
front-running on the loose, and that, as we've
seen, is a notoriously difficult situation to master.

But the new Tanak, the bold, brave, brash,
intelligent Tanak has all the tools in the box
necessary to get the job done. He justhasto
work out which tool best fits the job in hand.

Mexico will be the real litmus test for both Tanak
and Neuville. Running one and two on the road
will be mighty punishing and the likes of Ogier
and Meeke will be very much looking to capitalise
from their better starting positions.

Ogier has shown in the past that winning from
the frontin Mexico is possible. It really shouldn't
be, but the greatest champions have shown time
and time again the ability to defy logic and
seemingly master the impossible.

Welll firmly believe that Tanak is a great
champion in the making and he could well prove
that to us all by taking a gloriously credential-
affirming victory in Mexico in afew weeks’ time.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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Friday was very much a snowbank or spin day,
with Sebastien Ogier the first major
casualty. The defending champion slid wide
on aright-hander, the left rear of his C3 WRC
connected with the wall of snow and turned
the nose directly into the bank. The car
speared into the slushy stuff and stayed there.
The nearest spectators were a kilometre away
and by the time they'd been persuaded to
come, the game was up. Ogier’s countryman
Sebastien Loeb fared slightly betterin
seventh place, but the Hyundai star found his
first Sweden since 2013 hard going.
“Everybody has their onboard videos from last
yearto help them check their notes,” Loeb told
MN. “AllThave is the onboard from the recce at
20mph or something like that. | watch that
speeded up, butit's notthe same — it doesn’t
give you much of anidea of how much the
downforce will work on this event. It's been
tough.” Asked if he fancied a trip to Mexico to
make it three rounds from three, he replied:
“No, Ifancy a holiday.” Fairenough. Pontus
Tidemand made his second consecutive
outing in a factory Fiesta WRC in Sweden.
Ahead of the event, the Swede talked about
everything being geared around his home
round of the world championship. A dodgy
throttle sensor hindered his progress on the
first morning, but a solid fourth quickest
second time through the Finnskog testwas a
great way to bounce back. That was as good
asit would get for the former WRC 2
champion. He spent the rest of the event in
ninth and ultimately eighth place, talking about
how epic the M-Sport car was to drive. Janne
Tuohino and Lorenzo Bertelli were both
similarly quick to sing the praises of the
Cumbrian Ford. Tuohino, a man who gave up
his sixth place for fellow Ford driver Colin
McRae on the 2002 Swedish, stepped uptoa
current-generation World Rally Car after
driving a Skoda Fabia R5 to a credible fifth in
WRC 2 on lastyear's event. The 43-year-old
Finn admitted, however, that, as good as the
carundoubtedly is, it might have got the better
of himas he struggled to take the thing to the
limitand get the best out of the Fiesta WRC.
Bertelli's event was spoiled by a number of
close inspections of the snowbanks for the
returning ltalian. Takamoto Katsuta was a
name on everybody’s lips this time last year,
when the Japanese sensationally won his
maiden WRC 2 round in a Ford Fiesta R5.
Once more equipped with Pirelli's finest
Sottozero Ice covers, the Toyota Gazoo
Racing junior driver was all at sea in conditions
entirely dissimilar to those he’d mastered 12
months ago. Buoyed by the third fastest time
in WRC 2 on the second shot at Likenas on
Sunday morning, he dropped it onthe
following Torsby finale.

Day one:86.56 miles; 8 stages
Weather:overcast-1°-5°C

End of day one: Suninen/Salminen
1h11m05.3s; 2 Tanak/Jarveoja +2.0s; 3
Mikkelsen/Jaeger +17.8s; 4 Evans/Martin
+28.65;5 Lappi/Ferm +42.0s; 6 Loeb/
Elena 48.8s.

Day two:78.40 miles; 8 stages
Weather: overcast-3°C - 6°C

End of day two: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja
2h19m31.7s; 2= Mikkelsen/Jaeger;

2 =Lappi/Ferm +54.4s; 4 Neuville/Gilsou
+56.8s; 5 Evans/Martin +1m08.7s; 6
Meeke/Marshall +1m36.5s

Day three:31.88 miles; 3 stages
Weather: overcast 0°C - 6°C

g et

Loeb found Sweden comeback tough

Continued frompage21

“My driving,” he sighed, “wasnot
good. After thefirst spin, Isaid to
Timo [Rautiainen, co-driver]: ‘How
much did welose with the spin?’ He
gavemethislook and said: ‘It doesn’t
matter...””

Atthesametime, Gronholm
admitted the shape of thelatest
generation of World Rally Carhad
alsoworked against him.

“Iremember whenIwasinthis
rally thelast time,” he said. “I could
putthefront bumper of the cartothe
snowbank and slideright around the
corner. Butnow, all thisaero goesinto
the snow and suddenly zip, we are
around again.”

An afternoon off and Gronholm
was back with amore tempered
approach for the weekend.

“Iwas off somany times yesterday I
don’t want to push anymore,” he said.

Inan efforttotame the Japanese
beast, Gronholm was workinghis left
foothard on the middle pedal,
regularly lighting up the discs.

By Saturday night, he admitted he’d
seen thefull extent of the progress of
the World Rally Car acrossthelast
decade. Having driven more familiar
stagesin Sweden, he knew what sort
of speed he’d carried through some
cornersinthe past. The presentday
wasascary place.

“Icanseefrommy notes,” he said.
“BeforeI would have tolift to come
through acorner. Butin this car, with
all this aero, bam-youjust go.Iwould
sayitisalittlebitscary whenIdon’t
havethe confidence in the notesorin
the aero.

“Ithink this comeback thing was
tougher thanIthoughtit would be.”

Surely not, surely there’s time for
aFinland?

“Finland? What? Oy, oy, oy... no!
Noto Finland. Noto this.I'm done.

Perfect Petter’s perfect present |

Petter Solberg gave his wife and
co-driver Pernilla the best birthday
present possible with an entirely
dominantrun on Rally Sweden
Historic.

The 2003 world champion wheeled
out his Viking Motorsport-built
Ford Escort RS1800to win a
shortened event for the fourth time
infive attempts.

The biggest threat to a Solberg
victory was the cold he was
suffering when the event started. “I
was sweatinglike hell,” he said. “I
thought about not starting, but
once we were there, everything was
good. Driving the car was alot of
fun and it was anice birthday
present for Pernilla.

“Thisrally hasreminded me how
muchIlike power steering though.
It was bloody hard work at times!”

Two-time Rally Sweden winner
Mats Jonsson was the Solbergs’
nearestrival, with the Mazda 323
driver finishingjust over aminute
behind in second place.

With Sweden beingjust his
second snow rally, repeating his
heroic Monte Carlo WRC 2 Pro class
win was always goingto be tricky
for Briton Gus Greensmith. Buthe
did the nextbest thing. Helanded a
second successive podium with
third place aboard his M-Sport Ford
FiestaR5, aresult which was
enough toretain his place at the top
of the table. Greensmith suffered
gearbox problems on the second

Photos: mcklein-imagedatabase.com, LAT
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Gronholm’s return

didn’t go to plan

Pah,I’'mfinished now.”

Ahead of the event, Gronholm’s
formerrival Petter Solberg
reckoned Bosse had told him he was
goingto win.

Gronholm’s riposte wasrapid.
“Petter, Itold youl would win the
Grandpaclass!”

Inthatrespect, he delivered on his
promise. But 38th place wasn’t what
he came for. Best remember the big
manin his pomp; cutting corners,
gettingaway with itand winning
Sweden for fun.

Winning for fun brings us neatly
back to Tanak, who did just thaton

Sunday. The best of theresttried
and failed to slow the Estonian
express—next month we’ll see
whether he can master the
champion-elect’snext trick: can he
ride the Mexican wave and win from
thefront on theloose-surface gravel
inLeon?

SUPPORTS

day, but was generally baffled at the
indifferent grip beneath him.

“Reading and feeling the gripis
one of thethingsI'm bestat,” he
said, “but onein three corners, I
don’t know what’s going to happen.
Ithinkit’s probably an experience
and a conditions thing, but when
you considerI could win Monte,
where the grip was changingall the
time, this hasn’t been the best.”

Mads Ostberg won WRC 2 Pro
despite feelingill-at-ease in his -
Citroen C3R5, with Kalle -
Rovanpera a distant second after .
putting his Skoda FabiaR5in a
snowbank for three minutes on -
Friday’s second stage.

Ole Christian Veiby was the
event’s fastest R5 car and won WRC
2in his Volkswagen Polo. The
Norwegian turned in arguably the
drive of his career, demonstrating
both pace and consistency to bring
the car home ninth overall. His
Volkswagen Sweden team-mate
Johan Kristoffersson had featured
atthe sharpend of theleaderboard
and posted similarly strong times,
but hishopes were dashed with a
Saturday afternoontriptoa
snowbank.

Four minutesin a Vargasen
snowbank interrupted what had
been a sensible and constructive
Swedish debut for WRC 2
challenger Rhys Yatesin his Skoda
Fabia R5. The Derbyshire driver
did, however, achieve his goal of
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Despiteillness,Solberg scored a fourth Rally Sweden Historics win

ahead of Britain’s Tom Williams.

Williams was classified a career
best fourth (edging a brace of sixth
place JWRC scores last season)in
the Junior standings with series
new boys Roland Poom and Jans
Solans, the Spanish R2 champion,
second and third respectively.

Williams told MN: “This was a
greatresult for me.Ican’t believe
howmuchI’velearned from when I
was herelast year.”

levelling a steeplearning curve by
slashing the gap between himself
and the R5benchmark toasecond
per kilometre on some stages.
ERC Junior graduate Tom
Kristensson collected a debut
JWRC victory after long-time
leader and pacesetter Dennis
Radstrom went off theroad late on
Saturday. Despite going off,
Radstrom’s 12 stage wins ensure he
sitsfourthin the table, one place
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
CITROEN C3WRC

Lostoutinthe
snowbank lottery and
paid a high price for
letting the rear of the
C3 WRC run slightly
wide in Finnskog.
Bounced back with
fastesttimesand a
sizey, tree-dodging
moment on the
Vargasen stage.

FORD FIESTAWRC

Probably deserves an eightas
well —especially as he scored
more fastest times than his
team-mate... Without that
spinon Friday morningand a
slightly livelier start to
Saturday, he'd have been on
the podium. Probably second.
Praise this better, strongerand
fasterElvis.

FORD FIESTAWRC

Throttle problem made his
starttotherallyabitofa
nightmare, but once he'd got
his hands onafully
functioning Ford Fiesta
WRC, he didn't really make
the best of it. Real shame for
the likeable Swede. Hard to
know where he goes from
here career-wise.

HYUNDAIi20WRC

Escaped acouple of
moments and ran second for
much of the event, but found
his Hyundaito be lazy and
unresponsive attimes. Good
to see the Norwegian at the
finish and with a strong
result, but he needsto use
this a springboard back to
the big time.

TOYOTAYARISWRC

That powerstage runhasto
godown and one of the finest
single-stage efforts in recent
memory. He probably had the
best of the worst conditions,
butstill... Made no mistakes
and fully deserved the result
mentor Markko Martin should
have hadin 2004.

TOYOTAYARISWRC

After taking the time to tell Motorsport News precisely

what's needed to succeed in Sweden (MN, February 13)
the four-time winner did precisely what he said must be
avoided at all costs and hit the snowbank on Friday.
And Saturday.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC

Forget the factthat he
looked like Timo Salonen
or Pentti Airikkala (neither
were particular fashion
icons, but both were fairly
handy Finnish
wheelmen...), thiswas
one of Lappi's strongest
everdrives. And ifyou
haven't seen his moment,
dosonow.

FORD FIESTAWRC

We could talk about him
leading the rally. Or we could
talk about how his hopes
turned to a nightmare when
he slipped off the road in
Hagfors. Or... we could talk
about how he bounced back
from the biggest low of his
career. How? Third fastest in
Vargasen. Hence the eight.

Couple of spins, including
atasty 360 in Vargasen, but
last year's winner seemed
to struggle to find the
rhythm which came so
easily 12 months ago.
Once again finished top
Hyundai and was best of
the non-Ott Tanaks in the
powerstage.

HYUNDAIi20WRC

Must have wondered why
he'd gone for this one, when
he was being spat out of the
ruts at 100mph. But he's nota
nine-time world champion
(and former Rally Sweden
winner) for nothing. Built his
experience and quickened his
pace when he was
comfortable.

TOYOTAYARISWRC

Generally endured some of the
worst road conditions and was
frustrated to be on the fringes of
apodium fight. But... he
wanted points and progress
from the first two rounds and
he's delivered both. Goes to
Mexico a solid fourth in the
championship.

MARCUS GRONHOLM
TOYOTAYARISWRC

We simply can't sully the memory of one of the world's
greatest rally drivers with a mark out of 10 on this one
(especially not when we've already given him the wooden
spoon). Suffice to say, Gronholm’s belated 50th birthday

party wasn't the bash he hoped for.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI

Did you see that fifth-stage moment? Pinging his Citroen C3 WRC off a snowbank sent it
into a lateral cartwheel. “l thought: “OK; now it's finished....” That monster moment dropped
the Finn to ninth, but top three times on half of the remaining stages elevated the former
European champion to a brilliant second place and a deserved podium finish.

MARCUS GRONHOLM

We can't do that, can we? How hugely disrespectful. Sorry Marcus. Equally, by his own high
standards, I think he'd be expecting this. Enormous respect for coming and giving ita go
and even more gratitude for being at his charismatic and entertaining best.

RESULTS
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Round 2/14, 67th Rally Sweden , February 14-17

POS | DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR | TIME
1 |OttTanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC 2h47m30.0s
2 |EsapekkaLappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Citroen C3WRC +53.7s
3 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +56.7s
4 | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) |Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +1m05.4s
5 |Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC +1m08.2s
6 | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) | Toyota Yaris WRC +1m38.8s
7 |Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena(MCO) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +1m49.7s
8 |Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/OlaFloene (NOR) Ford FiestaWRC +3m37.7s
9 | Ole-Christian Veiby (NOR)/Jonas Andersson (SWE) | Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 | +6m34.0s
10 |Janne Tuohino (FIN)/Mikko Markkula (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +8m?21.4s
20 |Lorenzo Bertelli (ITA)/Simone Scattolin (ITA) Ford Fiesta WRC +13m25.3s
21 |Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +14m44.4s
23 | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Marko Salminen (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +16m24.5s
29 |Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) | Citroen C3 WRC +24m19.0s
38 |Marcus Gronholm (FIN)/Timo Rautiainen (FIN) | Toyota Yaris WRC +492m27.1s
R | Eerik Pietarinen (FIN)/ Juhana Raitanen (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 SS19accident
R | Takamoto Katsuta (JPN)/Daniel Barritt (GBR) | Ford FiestaR5 SS19accident
R |JariHutunen (FIN)/ Antti Linnaketo (FIN) Skoda Fabia R5 SS18accident
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS
DRIVERS MANUFACTURERS
1 Ot,t Tanak - 47 1 |Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT | 58
2__LThierry Neuville 40 2 |Hyundai ShellMobis WRT _| 57
3 Sgbashen Ogier 31 3 |[Citroen Total WRT 47
4 [KrisMeeke 21 4 |M-Sport Ford WRT 30
5 | EsapekkalLappi 19
6 | SebastienLoeb 18
7 Elfyn Evans 13
8 Andreas Mikkelsen 12
9 Jari-Matti Latvala 10 LLY
10 | Gus Greensmith 6 m I“EXICO

CanTanakwin
againinthe
Mexican hills?

MARCH 7-10
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British Rally

Champlonshlp

Edwards (r) and new co-driver Walsh (1)

-

t’sthe sweetestoneyet.”
Those are bigwords

from aman who won both
the BTRDA and British
Rally Championship titles
last year. But for Matt
Edwards,a Cambrian
Rally win wasn’t just the perfect
starttohis BRCtitledefence;itwasa
winonhishomerally thathe’sbeen
chasingfor one-and-a-half decades.

However, Edwards’job wasnot made
easy. Any fears that the new season would
bedominatedinthe same fashion as2018
were quickly quashed when David Bogie
grabbed thefirst scratch time of 2019,
albeit by 0.8 seconds.

Thenext stage was even tighter, with
Edwards and the returning Tom Cave
both settinganidentical fastest time
through Alwen, which elevated

Bogie took a strong second in Wales

Edwardsintoal.9slead asBogie
slipped to second. Elsi would belong
to Edwards outright ashe beganto
getintohisstride, openingupas.1s
advantage over Cave atfirst service.

Hyundairival Cave wasn’t worried
though. “It’sbeen solid,” he said.

“Thefirst stage wasincredibly
slippery,Ihad abigmomentonthe
first corner which kind of woke me
up. We're buildingit up slowly, but
it’sgood fun and a great battle.”

After workingon theset-uptotryto
find more traction, Welshman Cave
promised that there was “definitely
moretocome.”

Bogie found himself back in third
afterthefirst three stages, 6.6s off
Edwards’lead and only two seconds
ahead of the charging Skoda of Marty
McCormack. But the Scot knew where
hewaslosingout.

“Tobehonest the first stagefelt very
scrappy,” Bogie admitted, “Iwas
surprised that the time was quickest.

“Attheend of the stage we checked
thetyre pressures and realised we
had apunctured tyre. Sowedid the

nexttwo withnospare and that played
onmy mindtoomuch.”

McCormack meanwhile wasthe only
maninthesameleagueastheleading
trio, despite his Fabia dropping out of
stagemode briefly on stage three.

Battlingon stageshehadn’t
competed onregularly, he joked:
“Ithink that’swhy I'm sofast,Idon’t
know whereI'm going!”

ReigningIrish Tarmac champion
Josh Moffett’sreturn tothe BRC wasn’t
“goingtoobad”, buthe admitted he
couldn’tkeepup with the “hotand
heavy pace” out front. Somuch so
that fellow BRC returnee Desi Henry
had overhauled Moffett’s Fiestato
pinchfifth.

“Wehad agood enough few stages
gettingbackinto gravel again, we
haven’tbeenonitforalongtimenow,”
Henrysaid.

The afternoon consisted of four
more classic Welsh tests; visits to
Crafnant and Gwydir before arepeat
of Alwen and Clocaenog.

Thebattle atthe front showed no
signs of letting up either, with the top
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three still only covered by 17.7s asthey
brought their cars to Llandudno for
the second of two services.

Bogie and Cave were both fairly
relaxed about the prospect of
challenging Edwards after thefirst
threetests, but the reigning champion
underlined his credentials by taking
aclean sweep on the afternoon loop,
extendinghis stage win tally to six
outof seven.

And, alarmingly for hisrivals,
Edwards wasn’t exactly sure where the
pace was coming from.

“TobehonestIthoughtI’dloseabit
of timeinthoselasttwo,Ididn’t quite
hookitupasI’dlikein some of the
corners,” was Edwards’ initial
assessment of his afternoon’s work.

Hewasrelishing the tussle upfront
though: “We havetotry and repeat what
we’ve done this afternoon this evening.

It’sreally good to have the battle though,

it’swhat youdoitfor sotohavethose
twoguysatitflat outis somethingelse.”
Cavehad started theloop as Edwards’
closest challenger, but dropped 12.3s
throughout the afternoon todropto

third in hisnew-for-2019 Hyundai.

Hereturnedto Llandudnoina
dejected mood, havingfailed to cure
theissuethatalsobothered himin
themorning.

“Weare struggling for traction and
grip,” hesaid. “We’re pushinghard but
whenthere’sno grip ortractionthere’s
notmuch youcando.”

Cave opted for soft compound tyresfor
thefinalloop of stagesin his effortsto
keephold of second, albeit tono avail.

Bogie wasmore than happy totake
advantage of Cave’s woes and stole the
runner-up spot after stage seven, but the
Fabia R5 wasnow 14.4s behind Edwards’
leading Fiesta.

“He’sgoing very well,” said Bogie of
hisrival. “We’re pushing 99 per cent.
We’renot making mistakes whichis
good, wehave a weebitleftin the tank
butthat’show you get caughtout.

“It’sjust sotight. Justhalf an
overshoot, half a spin and you're out
of contention somaybe in thelonger
ralliesif you weretomake amistake
there’stimeto getitback but here
there’snot.”




Wilson scored a narrow victory late onin Junior BRC

The Cambrian Rally was all about an
epicbattle between a trio of Peugeot
208 R2s, with 1.9 seconds splitting
first-time winner James Wilson and
seriesregular William Creighton
after 10 gruelling special stages.

Josh McErlean was on topin the
morning by winning Clocaenogand
thenrepeated the feat on Alwen. Buta
“tricky” stage three, wherehe “took it
steady”, resulted in McErleanlosing 11
seconds to stage winner Creighton.

That allowed Creightonto creep
ahead of McErlean overall and take the
lead, butonly by aslender1.6s.

“They were pretty clean stages for
us, Isupposethat’sthe main thing,”
Creighton said afterwards.

“Inthefirst two we were maybe
alittle off the top but the third one
was good sowe’ll gooutand try doit
againthis afternoon,” he confirmed.

Undeterred by hisloss of time,
McErlean declared: “We’ll gofor
apushinthesecondloop.”

Recent Billy Coleman Award
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winner Wilson had also snuck his way
uptothirdinclassafter astrongtime
through Elsi.

“Wehad an off-road excursion on
stage one, and dropped maybe nine
or10seconds,” herevealed. “It was

alotmoreslippery than I anticipated.”

Creighton continued his charge
intothe afternoon with a scratch
time on stagefour, buta “rockleft
inthemiddle of theroad” punctured
hisfront-right tyre on thefollowing
testand cost him 35s.

Thatleft McErlean and Wilson free up

front, and the pair were scintillatingly

close all afternoon. Wilson overtook his

rival on stage four tolead by 0.3s, with
that gapneverreachingmorethana
second as the duoreturned to service
separated by amere0.1s.

Thefinal three stages belonged to
Creighton. Hebegan theloop 21.9s
adrift of Wilson but took 20s back
through the darknesstofall just
shortof asuperb victory.

McErlean’s challenge faltered when

wu NUIHOWN

Wilson (r) and Kierans (1) celebrate their triumph

Wilson takes a mighty JBRC win

he picked up a puncture, allowing Marty
Gallagher to steal the final podium place
after Jordan Hone suffered with acar
set-up “toolow” for the rutted final
stages. He fell from third tofifth.

“It’sabitsurreal,” enthused Wilson.
“It was definitely a tough day but we’re
happy to get the first win and the £2,500
prize money.”

Creighton wasreflective: “When we
found out we were second we were very
happy with that as weleft service fifth,
buttoloseby 1.9sisfrustrating. ButI
don’t think we could’ve done any more.”

Finlay Retson, whose gearbox was
flown in from Poland the day before
therally after thefirstbrokeina
shakedown, Ruairi Bell and Bart Lang
were theremaining JBRCfinishers.

James Williamsfailed tomakeit past
stagethree. First, the boost pipe on his
Fiesta R2T splitand then a wheel hub
broke, dislodging one of the wheels.

John Morrison won the National
Cupin his Mitsubishi E9 ahead of
Richard Phillipson’s Honda Civic.
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RESULTS

British Rally Championship, Cambrian Rally, round 1/6, Feb16

POS | DRIVER/NAVIGATOR CAR |TIME

1 Matt Edwards/Patrick Walsh Ford Fiesta RS 54m58.7s
2 David Bogie/John Rowan Skoda Fabia R5 +26.5s

3 | Marty McCormack/Barney Mitchell Skoda Fabia R5 +1m08s

4 | DesiHenry/Liam Moynihan Skoda FabiaR5 +1m17.5s
5 |Josh Moffett/Keith Moriarty Ford Fiesta RS +1m51.5s
6 Alberto Heller/Jose Luis Diaz Ford Fiesta RS +2m31.7s
7 | Meirion Evans/Jonathan Jackson Hyundaii20 R5 +2m48.5s
8 Pedro Heller/Marc Marti Ford Fiesta R5 +2mb54.3s
9 | Brendan Cumiskey/Ronan O'Kane Skoda FabiaR5 +3m23.9s
10 | Thomas Preston/Andrew Roughead | Skoda Fabia R5 +4m08.5s

Carstairs (Mitsubishi Lancer ES).

11 Alex Laffey/Stuart Loudon (Ford Fiesta R5); 12 James Wilson/Arthur Kierans (Peugeot 208 R2); 13 William Creighton/
Liam Regan (Peugeot 208); 14 Marty Gallagher/Dean 0'Sullivan (Peugeot 208 R2); 15 Josh McErlean/ Ger Conway

(Peugeot 208 R2); 16 Jordan Hone/Aileen Kelly (Opel Adam R2); 17 Enda McCormack/ Paul Sheridan (Ford Fiesta Rb); 18
Finlay Retson/Tom Hynd (Ford Fiesta R2T); 19 Ruairi Bell/ Darren Garrod (Ford Fiesta R2T);

Class Winners: BRC 1: Edwards/Walsh; Junior BRC: Wilson/Kierans; National Rally Cup: Morrison/ Carstairs.

20 John Morrison/ Peter

John Morrison won
the National Rally Cup

Russ Thompson put his considerable
experience to good use to take victory
on the openinground of the Welsh
Rally Championship.

Piloting a Group N Mitsubishi
Lancer E9, Thompson was mixing
itashigh asfourthinthe National B
event in the morning, and would go
on to win six out of the seven Welsh-
counting stages, missingthe clean
sweep of fastest times by 5.9 seconds
inthefinal test.

Elsewhere, Scott Faulkner (Lancer
E9) and Richard Hill (Subaru

Thompson won six out of seven stages in hlS M1tsub1sh1 Lancer E9

Leadingthenextall-Irish gaggle of cars
was stillMcCormack, buthisgripon
fourth had weakened from 20.8st09.6s.

Thiswas, in part, because of a half-
spinonstage four and “tryingnottobe
wild” butlosing sometimeasaresult,
plusaspirited drive from Henry who
“surprised” himself with his pace,
overcoming agearshiftissuetoclaim
athird fastest time on stage five.

Asdarknessfell, it was Cave that
made the brightest start by taking
hisfirst outright stage winon stage
eight. Thatlifted him back to second
ahead of Bogie, but Edwards hit back
with acommanding stage winon the
penultimate test.

Heheld a23.8slead goingintothe
final Elsitest and emerged with a 26.5s
lead over Bogie. Cave’s Hyundai was
eliminated from proceedings thanks
totwo punctures meaning, although
hemadeitout the stage, he wouldn’t
getback to Llandudno.

“Iwaslyingatthe start[when hesaid
he’djust take the points],” Edwards
beamed.

“Obviously Iwanted to win butIjust

Impreza)enjoyed a superb scrap

thought ‘come on you’ve got Cave and
Bogie and whole host of others’ and
thoughtitmaybeabitmuchtoask
afternotagreatfeelingon Rally GB,
butIcan’tbelieveit.

“It’sso good to get that monkey off
my back to winmy homerally. All
my local clublot have been winding
me up for weeks aboutit.”

Bogie conceded defeat and was upbeat
abouttherest of the season: “Second is
agreatstart. There’salotmoretocome
and we’ll goto West Cork and pushlike
hellto try and fight for the win.”

McCormack was chief beneficiary
of Cave’sdemise, climbingtothirdon
arally he’d never started before. His
margin over Henry in fourth was9.5s,
with Moffett completing the top five.

Meirion Evans debuted his Hyundai
i20R50n gravel and sandwiched his
carinbetween the two unregistered
Heller brothers, with Alberto
finishing sixth and Pedro eighth.

Brendan Cumiskey took ninth
in hisright-hand-drive Skoda Fabia
R5. Thomas Preston’s similar car
rounded out thetop 10.

throughout the day for the
remaining podium places.

Hill was fastest first but was quickly
overhauled on stage two, before
another quicker time through Elsi
lifted Faulkner’s advantage to 4.6s.

“Thoselast few stages were very
rough, we haven’t done suchrough
stagesinawhile soit’snot goingas
well asit could be at the moment,”
Hill commented at service.

Hill responded in stage four by
going 0.8s quicker and then 9.8s
quicker infive, but thefinal two
tests belonged to Faulkner and

Cave showed his pace inBRC return but punctures proed cstly

Welsh championship honours to Russ Thompson

ascratch on stage seven meant he
took second overall by just 1.6s.

Chris Powell (Talbot Sunbeam)
and Dave Brick (Vauxhall Nova)
contested a similarly close battle
for 1600 honours. In the end the
battle swung Powell’s way, finishing
fourth by 7.2s.

Tom Llewellin landed a fine
ninth overall in the National B
event, and top Welsh Juniorin his
historic Ford Escort Mk2, while
Matthew Hirst never made it out
of stage one due to an alternator
failure on his Mitsubishi.

SS1Clocaenog 556 Alwen 2
1(4.86 miles) (6.82miles)
David Bogie/John Rowan Edwards/Walsh 6m11.5s
(Skoda FahiaR5) 4m16.8s

SS7 Clocaenog 2
SS2 Alwen 1 (4.86 miles)
(6.52miles) Edwards/Walsh 4m17.4s
Matt Edwards/ Patrick Walsh
(Ford FiestaR9); SS8 Crafnant?2
Tom Cave/ Dale Bowen (4.82 miles)
(Hyundaii20R5) 6m06.5s Cave/Bowen 5m26.s
SS3Elsil SS9 Gwydir 2
(4.81 miles) (4.85miles)
Edwards/Walsh 6m14.2s Edwards/Walsh 5m16.5s
SS4 Crafnant 1 SS10Elsi2
(4.82miles) (4.81miles)
Edwards/Walsh 5m25.4s Edwards/Walsh 6m29.2s
SS5 Gwydirl
(4.85miles)

Edwards/Walsh 5m12.3s
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Semi-Exclusive Testing
B Open and closed wheel cars allowed
B Maximum of 16* cars on circuit

M Open pit lane — for maximum track

time with minimum stoppages
*Donington Park 20 cars
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RDA CANMIBRIZ

THORBURN’S WELS
TRIPREA ,S RE WA BDS

Scattlsh driver takes the wm i neancus on BTHM opener, BySImnn Eronnw
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CLASS ROUND-UP

Once again, there was a good battle
for the 1400cc honours between
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis in their Talbot

o _ 4 . ; 8 ¥ A Sunbeam and Dave and Toby Brick.

. . i Py y o5 TR M g Tar Driving his son’s Vauxhall Corsa rather
' : ' \ than his own Nova, Brick held the lead
at service, despite going off briefly on
SS3. Powell, meanwhile, felt his
performance had been “rubbish” over
the first three tests and promised to
attack the afternoon’s stages. Despite
catching a car on the Gwidyr test,
Powell managed to overtake hisrival,
finishing just over seven seconds
ahead of Brick, who had a “scrappy
afternoon”, which included a puncture
on stage four.

Over the early stages, Bobby
Mitchell/Shannon Turnbull opened up
alead of almost seven seconds to top
class N3 ahead of fellow Ford Fiesta
ST crew Zak Hughes/Tom Wood, who
had backed off on the rougher sections
of Elsi. Over the afternoon’s stages,
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Focus pair survived
late event car scare

helongjourney
from Scotland
proved
worthwhilefor
2013 Gold Star
champions Euan
Thorburnand
Paul Beaton asthey took their new
Ford Focus WRCto victory onthe
openinground of the 2019 BTRDA
Rally Series. They were fasteston
five of the seven special stagesin
the North Walesforestsand,
despitealatetechnical issue, they
held on towin by just over three
secondsinaclosefinish.

Despite this being their first outing
intheir Focus WRC, Thorburnand
Beaton got their day off to the best
possible start with fastest times
through the opening stagesin
Clocaenogand Alwen, before
storming through thefive-mile Elsi
stage, taking 10s out of their nearest
rivals. Theyreturnedtothe service
haltin Llandudno with a 14slead.

“It’sbeen good sofar,” admitted
Thorburn, who was pleased with his
progress, before joking, “though the
car’sdrivingmeatthe moment”.

Holding second place were Charlie
Payne/Carl Williamson, the Yorkshire
driver sayingthat they were off the
pace. “Wehad a problem on the
Riponian Stages with therear brakes,
andthey’restillnotright,” Payne
admitted. “Ithinkit’sacaliper sticking
on.” Even so, the pairhad been second
quickeston each of the stages.

Inthird place were Niall Henry/
Damien Duffin, the Ballymena driver
bringinghis Citroen DS3R5to Wales
for thefirsttime. Despite alack of
familiarity with these forests, Henry
was happy with his performance.
“Thestagesare good, though thelast
one wasabittricky,” hesaid. Three
top three stage times ensured he
held apodium position at this point.

Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence held fourth
in their Mitsubishi Lancer E9, the pair
happy that differential problemson
the eve of the event appeared to have
beenresolved and that Naylor, who
had beenunwellin the days preceding

the event, wasfeeling better. They
alsoheld the Production Cuplead
ahead of rivals Russ Thompson/
Andy Murphy. “We’vehadno
problemsreally,” said Thompson,
“wejustneed tobealittle quicker.”

Already out of the event were
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson,
whose Fiesta WRChadrear
differential issues, Ian Joel/ Graeme
Wood whose Ford Escort Cosworth
hitastagetwo culvert, while Sam
Bilham’sfirst BTRDA runina Fiesta
R5ended with adamaged radiator.

Thorburnmaintained his 100 per
centrecord of fastest stage timeson the
fourth stageat Crafnat, taking 16s out
of thefield. A slight misfirein Gwydir
only costhim a second of hishalf-
minutelead, butthe secondrun
through Alwen proved far more
worrying. The Focus stopped onthe
stage at one point, before emerging
withalead of under three seconds.
Thankfully for Thorburn, he
managed totake another fastest
stage time on thefinal test, albeit by
lessthan a second to secure the win,
Thorburnbeing pleased with the
performance of thenew car.

With his brake problems persisting
intheafternoon, Payne decided not
totake any chances and settled for
second position, thefinal gaptothe
leaderjustover three seconds.

It was arepeat of the morning’s
runfor Henry as he set top three
fastest times on every stage, the
Citroen being problem-free, though
he did confess “I would like some
more power” as he compared his
R5tothe WRC cars. Third overall
was a good reward for his efforts.

A couple of warninglights that kept
comingondistracted Naylor over the
latter stages, though hedidn’t need
toworry ashis Lancermadeittothe
end, taking fourth and the Production
Cup, asrival Thompson took second
in class despite dropping down the
leaderboardlate on.

Beforethe event, Ian Bainbridge/
Daniel May had been hopingtobe
amongtheleading Bl3runnersin their
SubaruImprezaand, despite some

*'

Suspected cahper issue thwarted Payne

S Cmbrian victory bid

RESULTS

Cambrian Rally, BTRDA Rally Series, round 1/7, February 16

POS| DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR TIME
1 | Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton Ford Focus WRC 39m52.0s
2 | Charles Payne/Carl Williamson Ford Fiesta WRC +3.3s
3 | Niall Henry/Damien Duffin Citroen DS3 R5 +58.6s
4 | Pat Naylor/lan Lawrence Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +1m39.2s
5 |lan Bainbridge/Daniel May Subarulmpreza +1m45.4s
6 | Mark McCulloch/Michael Hendry Ford Fiesta R5 +1m53.8s
7 | Stephen Simpson/Mark Glennerster Ford Fiesta WRC +2m00.1s
8 | Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy Mitsubishi Lancer E9 +2m01.5s
9 | Scott Faulkner/Gareth Parry Mitsubishi Lancer E9Q +2m30.4s
10 | Richard Hill/Patrick Cooper Subaru Impreza +2m32.0s

Gardener/ Keaton Williams (Ford Fiesta R2).

11 Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor (Lancer E9); 12 Petr Krizan/ Lukas Sintal (Lancer E9); 13 George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins (Hillman
Avenger); 14 Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot Sunbeam); 15 Dave Brick/Toby Brick (Vauxhall Corsa); 16 Damien Pratts/Jonny Tad Evans
(Ford Escort Mk2); 17 Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg (Escort Mk2); 18 Craig Cameron/Rhys Stoneman (Impreza); 19 Andy Williams/Andy
Darlington (Impreza); 20 Owen McMackin/ Lee Taylor (Escort Mk2).

Class winners: Joseph Keen/Paul Barbet (MG ZR); Alan King/Michael Jones (VW Lupo GTi); Rob Richards/Wendy Gibson (Peugeot
106); Powell/ Lewis; Zak Hughes/Tom Wood (Ford Fiesta ST); Naylor/ Lawrence; Damion Thomas/Paul Bevan (Peugeot 206); lwan
Roberts Jnr/Steve Griffith (Ford Escort G3); Pratts/ Evans; Bainbridge/ May; Thorburn/ Beaton; Lepley/Jenkins; Hunter/ Fagg; Perry

niggles with the car’s gearbox, the pair
enjoyed the stages and were delighted
towin the class and finish fifth overall.
Followingthe cancellation of the

Snowman Rally, Mark McCulloch/
Michael Hendry were another crew
totravel from Scotland for the event
totry outtheirnew Fiesta R5. Not only

was the car new, it was McCulloch’s
first time on the Cambrian and first
timein aleft-hand-drive car. Apart
from the driver sufferingaheadache,
hehadagoodday, ashebecame
accustomed with hisnew car, which
hedescribed as “brilliant” ashe
moved up tosixth at thefinish.

Hughes was happier with his driving
and he went on to win the category for
the second year running, as Mitchell
unfortunately suffered two punctures
and dropped to second. Third went to
Will Corry/Brynmor Pierce, who also
suffered a puncture during the day.
On his first outing in his new Fiesta
R2, Perry Gardener, partnered by
Keaton Williams, eased himself into
left-hand drive with a sensible pace
early on, before speeding up as the day
progressed. Despite a lack of tyres, the
pair went on to win the R2 category,
overtaking Ed Fossey/Will Rutherford,
the latter crew adopting a steadier
approach over the rougher sections,
before finishing second on their first
gravel outing in their Peugeot 208 R2.
Tommi Meadows/Emma Morrison
were pleased to pull back to third in
their Fiesta after suffering a puncture.
Lastyear's R2 winner George Lepley
swapped to a Hillman Avenger for this
event, and he and Arwel Jenkins
adapted well to the slippery conditions
to win the historic category. On his
first Escort Mk2 drive Hugh Hunter,
with Rob Fagg co-driving, took class
H3 honours, despite spinning on the
same hairpin on both runs of Alwen.
Former Trial 2 world champion lwan
Roberts Jr swapped to four wheels for
the day, sharing a Ford Escort G3 with
Steve Giriffith and, despite early brake
issues and losing sixth gear, the pair
took class B11, as Damian Pratts/
Jonny Tad Evans overcame a stage
three puncture in their Escort Mk2
to overhaul Owen McMackin/Lee
Taylor's similar car to win class B12.

éardener won the RZ category
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CHAMPIONSHIP®
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hris West hasmade
ahabit of winning
the Snetterton
Stagesinrecent
years, but his third
consecutive victory
intheeventlast
Saturday was arguably hismost
dominantdisplay yet.

Thereigning MN Circuit Rally
champion completed a perfect weekend
with a whitewash of the day’s eight
stagesin Norfolk, finishing 45 seconds
clear of nearestrival Mark Kelly.

Westand Kelly made upjust afew of
theregular frontrunners tomake the
tripto Snetterton, John Stone opting
instead tohead furthernorthto
participatein Sunday’s Jack Frost
StagesRally at Croft.

Despite absentees, runner-up Kelly
admitted afterwards thateven the
best opposition on hand would have
struggled tobeat West’s ever-improving
Peugeot 306 Maxiontheday.

Progress was cleartoseeinthefinal
results when compared to West and
co-driver Keith Hounslow’s first
Snetterton triumph two years ago;
the pair completed the rally almost
three-and-a-half minutes quicker
thantheydidin2017.

“Idon’t think we could have
beaten them today, even without our
troubles,” said Kelly, who spent the
majority of the day recoveringfrom
anincident-strewn openingstage he
later described as “shocking”.

Carstravelled the wrong way around
thetraditional 300 circuitin the morning
stages and the greasy surface caught out
several driversontheopeningrun,
including Kelly on two occasions.

Therear end of his Ford Escort Mk2
kicked out tooambitiously accelerating
outof Richesandspathimintothe
barriers, the damage merely cosmetic
in comparisontothetimelost. “The
track conditionsfelt weird there,
because normally I'd catch those sort
of slides,” he said, as a second moment
laterinthe stageleft him a disheartening

21s adrift of histarget man West.

West took an eight-secondlead into
stage two ahead of fellow Smith and
Jones engine customer Nigel Mummery
(Ford Focus WRC). The Peugeot man
then quickly extended that cushion to
18s with arapid second run.

The trend was set, and it would
continue throughout the day as West
and Hounslow ticked off the stage wins
one by one. Their only scare came in
the afternoon when Hounslow clocked
rattlingnoisesin the 306 on stagefive.

It wasadriveshaft related problem,
but the troublesome bolts were
swiftly tightened.

Ittook Kelly just two stages tojump
from fifth back to second place, although
he was left with a 37-second deficit to
West after stage four.

A changetothecircuit’susual
directionfor the afternoonloop made
Kelly much more comfortable, he was
now feelingthe added grip from years
of rubberleft on the traditional racing
linethrough thefaster sections.

Overthefinal four stages, the Escort
surrenderedjust eight seconds to West,
unlucky not tosteal a stage win when
baulked behind Steve Finch'’s Fiesta R5.
Therealdamagehad beendonein the
morninghowever, and West was able
toseeoutathird win of the season with
the aid of Hounslow’sreassuringadvice.

“I'mreally pleased for all of us, it’sabig
team effort,” said West. “Keith keepsme
rightand knows when Ishould be going
forit.Istill think there’smoreto come,
Idon’t want to stop until I've proved this
isone of the best carsin the country.”

Hounslow’s calmness was in stark
contrast: “SometimesI'll say ‘we can
takeitabiteasiernow’, but then he gets
thered mist!”

Mummery’s Focusretired on stage
four with its power steeringlocking,
leaving a tense duel for the final podium
spot between Steve Tilburn and Finch.

Now “gettingthemost” out of his
Escort, Tilburn benefited from
following West to gain vital seconds,
usurping Finch on stage six to deny

—_4.

West/Hounslow
were unstoppable

]oshua andTamsynDavey’s DarrianT90 returned to actionand took fifth

Snetterton Stages, MIN Circuit Rally Championship, round 5/8, Feb 16

POS | DRIVER/CO-DRIVER | CAR | TIME

1 Chris West/Keith Hounslow Peugeot 306 Maxi 52m14s
2 | MarkKelly/Chris Williams Ford Escort Mk2 +45s

3 | Steve Tilburn/Jack Tilburn Ford Escort RS2500 |+1m55s
4 | Steve Finch/Sam Fordham Ford Fiesta RS +2mO00s
5 | Joshua Davey/Tamsyn Davey Darrian T90 +2m09s
6 | Anthony Robinson/Ross Forde Proton Satria Milington |+2m48s
7 Pete Rayner/Aron Rayner Ford Escort +3m29s
8 | Ciro Carannante/Simon Coates Porsche Cayman +3m36s
9 | Robin Adams/Ray Keith Ford Escort RS +3m48s
10 | Mike Bayliss/Richard Wood BMW Compact +4mi4s

Event class winners: West/ Hounslow; Finch/ Fordham; Davey/Davey; Mark/ Matt Blackmore (Vauxhall Corsa); Paul Sheard/
Bruce Lindsay (Mazda MX-5). MN class winners: Dale Lawson/Andrew Lawson (MG ZR); Sheard/ Lindsay; Davey/Davey;
West/ Hounslow; Ray Read/Stuart Anderson-Peters (Audi quattro).

thelatteradebut podiuminanR5he
bought the week prior.

Joshua and Tamsyn Davey returned
intheir Darrian T90 for the first time
since Knockhill last season, finishing
fifth ahead of Anthony Robinson’s
Proton Satria Millington.

Pete Rayner’s Escort was next up
ahead of Ciro Carannante’s Porsche
Cayman, the top 10 completed by
Robin Adams’ Escort RS and the
flying BMW Compact of Mike Bayliss.

Leaving with an 83-point

championshiplead, West’s title
defence was boosted by Mike
Taylor’s consistent run coming
toan abruptend. Taylor’s Talbot
Sunbeam Lotus suffered persistent
throttle problems throughout the
morning, sticking open on the third
stage and spitting him through the
wooden paddock fencing.

Former British GT racer Nigel
Greensall made hisdebutin arally-
prepared Toyota GT86, finishing
seventhin Class C and 22nd overall.

Photos: SMJ Photography

CLASS ROUND-UP

Mechanical gremlins left Paul
Sheard’s latest win in Class B
in doubt for much of the rally.

The greasy opening two stages
caught out the Mazda MX-5 driver
on several occasions, handing a
comfortable advantage to Abi
Mahmood in a Suzuki Swift, now
utilising gear ratios adapted for
Tarmac rallies.

The Suzuki's run would be halted
by mechanical issues of its own
when engine mount problems
caused its retirement, having run
as high as 15th overall. Sheard
crawled home for overall class
spoils and maximum MN points.

“We almost didn’t make that
one,” said Sheard. “| considered
taking a maximum stage time at
the end but you want to carry on.
We don’t know the problem
yet, but we got the job done
again —somehow!”

Sheard’s team-mate Steve
Dolman crashed his MX-5 into
aconcrete block exiting a tight
hairpin, while Ashleigh Morris was
hindered by a broken gearbox
mount in her Ford Fiesta.

Snetterton has often been kind
to Mark and Matt Blackmore, the
pair sealing afine victory in Class
A.The Vauxhall Corsa duo held the
lead from the start, and finished
over two minutes clear of nearest
rival, Dale Lawson, in 17th overall.

Second was enough for Lawson
to seal maximum MN points and
close the gap to Craig Aston —
who finished fifth — in Class A, his
MG ZR benefitting from a new
Metro engine previously used for
hillclimb events.

Joshua Davey returned in style
to grab Class C honours for the
repaired Darrian T9O.

Relieved to finish the rally after
engine and misfire problems kept
him out of action for over ayear,
Davey beat the Ford Escorts of
Robin Adams and the returning
Aaron Rix to also take maximum
MN points in the class.

No longer racing in his mother's
Ford Ka, Rix enjoyed a maiden
run in his father's Ford Escort Mk1.
“It's a very different beast,” he said.
“It flows much better, but at the
start | was actually quite nervous.
It's a beast, but such a fun car.”

Steve Finch and Sam Fordham
may have missed out on third
overall, but the Ford Fiesta R5
comfortably won Class E ahead
of Anthony Robinson'’s Proton
Satria Millington. Maximum MN
points went to the venerable
Audi quattro of Ray Read in
third, entered for the remainder
of the season.

Chris West and Keith
Hounslow's unbeaten Class D
form continued thanks to a third
consecutive overall victory.

Sheard took Cléss B victory
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How a scintillating race from Mexico City unravelled. By Tom Errington

DI GRASSI WINS DRAG-TO THE
LINE TODENY WEHRLEIN ;.| -

ust 10 metres would
havemadethe
difference, reckoned
MahindraRacing’s
Pascal Wehrlein.

Pickingup wherehe
left off atthe previous
round in Santiago, it was a cruel twist
of fatethatagainhe wouldlosea
chance of victory atthe death.

Double so, whenitis considered
Mahindralosta win at Mexico City
last yeartoo: Wehrlein’s predecessor
Felix Rosenqgvist was the victim then.

This time, Mahindra’s victory
slipped away when Wehrlein, fresh
off the back of on-the-limit defending
against Audidriver Lucas di Grassi,
coasted towardsthefinishline
when his car shut down with
noenergyremaining.

Wehrlein believed that would
never have happened if he hadlifted
onceintoacorner, despitehisearly
season claims energy management
was “quiteeasy”’.

It wasthe culmination of an
unorthodox and chaoticrace.

The weekend build-up began
with complaints from thelikes

of reigning Formula E champion
Jean-Eric Vergnethatthe Gen2
car hadlessened the skill of
energy managementin

favour of flat-out sprints.

Vergne would also become
thereason for those predictions
provingfalse. But for that tohappen
itrequired afrightening collision
between the DS Techeetah driver and
Nelson Piquet Jr when the Jaguar
driver closed in heading towards
thefinal chicane onlap three.

Piquet clipped theright-rear of
Vergne’s car and launched into the

Red flag came after Piquet Jr and Vergne crash

air before the sliding Jaguar side-
swiped Alexander Sims ahead.

“Yeahit wasaggressive,I was
committing to the corner, but when
you start defending you expect the
guy tobrake deep, he’snot goingto
brakein the point where he’s coasting
oronasavinglap,” said Piquet.

“So, that caught me by surprise, it
was closing the door and I thought
he’d brake deeper and he braked
way tooearly. WhenIhithimI
was still accelerating.”

Vergne countered: “I closed
thedoorandIkeptmyline.Idid
nothing wrongandIbrakedon
thenormal pointand hejust
went flyingover me.”

Significant debris from that
clash causedaredflaganda
franticreassessment of energy
and attack mode strategies
beforetheraceresumed.

While thelikes of Venturi’s
Felipe Massa and Nissan e.dams
were caught out by incorrect
calculations, Wehrlein still looked
untouchable, ashehad when he
began theracefrompole.

ButaNissan mistake began
Wehrlein’s demise. Oliver Rowland,
enjoying hisbest weekend in
Formula E, had worked as a buffer
totheadvancingdi Grassi.

Yet Rowland took his second attack
modelate on, with di Grassiright on
histail, and slid wide as he went off-
linelosing the position.

That opened up afive-lap sprint
totheflagasdiGrassireeledin
Wehrlein as the Mahindra driver
pulled off a defensive masterclass.

Butthepressureand early
excessive energy usefinally told on
thefinallap. Di Grassilooked tothe

inside at Turn 1 before pulling side-
by-side with Wehrlein approaching
the Turn 3/4chicane

Wehrlein stayed ahead only by
cutting the chicane but di Grassi
wasrelentless and the wasted energy
playedintothe Audidriver’shands.
When Wehrlein’s energy was sapped,
di Grassidived totheinside against
the pitwall to take the narrowest
of wins.

Di Grassiargued Wehrlein was
“morethanaggressive” in his
defending: “Iknew he was running
outof energy.

“Iwasputting pressure on him,
tryingtoovertake himall of the
lastfivelaps.

“And then, in the chicane coming
outof Turn3,Icouldseeevery corner
helefthe was defending, closing the
door, and was going to the outside.

“OnthelastlapIwasbehind him
and pretended to goto the outside
and heleftadoor small enoughto go
downtheinside between the wall
and thekerbandIwentthere.

“Iwentside-by-side withhim and
then he cut the chicane. Probably he
would get a penalty anyway, but
that wasthe move [that waskey].”

Wehrleininsisted he wasn’t
disappointed by hisfinish, although
angered by afive-second penalty for
hischicane cutthat dropped him
tosixth overall. Buthe did hitout
atdiGrassi.

“All thetimeIam closetohim we
either crash ortoucheachother,”
said Wehrlein. “It seems [to be] the
way helikestodrive. [But] forme
it’sfine.”

Wehrlein’s misery was matched by
Nissan’srace also getting derailed on
thelastlap. A softwareissue causeda

Wehrlein led every lap
until the final tour of race S
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Di Grassi swerves
around Wehrlein

POS | DRIVER

Round 4/12, Mexico City (MIEX), February 16.45 laps—-58.451 miles
| CAR

|TIME

Lucas di Grassi (BRA) Audi Sport Abt/ Audi e-tron FEO5 |1h13m15.422s
Antonio Felixda Costa (PRT) | BMW /BMW FE.18 +0.436s
Edoardo Mortara(CHE) | Venturi/ Venturi VFE-05 +0.745s

Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL) | Mahindra Racing/ Mahindra M5Electro |+1.159s

XN o~ |W(IN =

Andre Lotterer (DEU) DS Techeetah /DS E-Tense FE19 |+1.785s
Pascal Wehrlein (DEU) | Mahindra Racing/Mahindra M5Electro |+5.210s*
Mitch Evans (NZL) Jaguar/Jaguar|-TYPE 3 +5.800s
Felipe Massa (BRA) Venturi/ Venturi VFE-05 +8.084s
9 |SamBird (GBR) Virgin Racing/ Audie-tron FEO5 |+8.356s

10 |Daniel Abt (DEU)

Audi Sport Abt/ Audi e-tron FEO5 |+8.438s

11 |Robin Frijns (NLD) Virgin Racing/ Audie-tron FEO5  |+9.044s

12 |Oliver Turvey (GBR) NIO/NIO 004 +11.252s
13 |Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) | DS Techeetah/DSE-Tense FE19  |+19.153s

14 |AlexanderSims(GBR) |BMW/BMW,IFE.18 +20.471s

15 |Tom Dillmann (FRA) NIO/NIO 004 +20.871s
16 |Gary Paffett (GBR) HWA / Venturi VFE-05 +23.272s

17 |JoseMarialLopez (ARG) | Dragon Racing/Penske EV-3 +41.542s

18 |Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) | HWA/Venturi VFE-05 +43.425s

19 |Felipe Nasr(BRA) Dragon Racing / Penske EV-3 +1m56.160s

R |OliverRowland (GBR)

Nissan e.Dams/Nissan|MO1

44 laps-out of energy

R |Sebastien Buemi (CHE)

Nissan e.Dams/NissanIMO1

44 |aps-out of energy

R |Nelson PiquetJr(BRA)

Jaguar/Jaguar|-TYPE 3

2 laps-accident

* = five-second penalty for cutting the track. Winner’s average speed: 47.872mph. Fastest lap Wehrlein Tm01.112s,
76.611mph. Superpole: 1 Wehrlein 59.347s; 2 di Grassi 59.653s; 3 Massa 59.695s; 4 Rowland 59.808s; 5 da Costa
59.819s; 6 Buemi 59.949s. Qualifying: 1 Rowland 59.593s; 2 Wehrlein 59.604s; 3 Massa 59.719s; 4 di Grassi 59.739s; 5
Buemi 59.763s; 6 da Costa 59.778s; 7 Sims 59.782s; 8 Vergne 59.802s; 9 Mortara 59.935s; 10 Turvey 59.936s; 11 Piquet
59.959s; 12 Lotterer Tm00.050s; 13 Dillmann 1m00.192s; 14 Nasr 1m00.210s; 15 Lopez 1m00.293s; 16 Paffett
1m00.340s; 17 Frijns Tm00.375s; 18 Evans 1m00.424s; 19 d’Ambrosio 1m00.455s; 20 Vandoorne Tm00.844s; 21 Abt
1m00.936s; 22 Bird. Championship: 1 d’Ambrosio 53; 2 da Costa 46; 3 Bird 45; 4 di Grassi 34; 5 Wehrlein 30; 6
Lotterer 29; 7 Frijns 28; 8 Vergne 28; 9 Evans 28; 10 Mortara 27.

miscalculation on energy
managementby justonelapas
Rowland and Buemi fell from
third and fourth to 20th and 21st.

Forthe chasing Antonio Felixda
Costaand Edoardo Mortara, who
managed their energy better, they
wererewarded with second and
thirdrespectively.

A welcome gift for Mahindrais

thatitleft Mexico on top of
the championship and Jerome
D’Ambrosio’srecovery drive from
19th tofourth ensured hereturned
tothetop of thedrivers’ standings.
Hetoppled Virgin Racingdriver
Sam Bird, whose weekend was
derailed by adriveshaftfailurein
qualifying before animpressive
damagelimitation drive toninth.
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Alexander’s Boardley Vauxhall

Scot plans National
move in new Tigra

Ovalracing multi-champion Gordon
Alexander will move into National
Hot Rods this year, driving an-ex-
Bradley Dynes Vauxhall Tigra built
by four-time world champion Carl
Boardley andlastraced by Northern
Irishman Thomas Dilly.

Alexander, the 2017 two-litre
Hot Rod world champion, will
initially race in the Scottish series,
but anticipates switchingto the
English qualifying campaign
when the new season begins after
July’s World Final. Heis targeting
becoming the first Scotsman
to win the world championship.

“It would be nice for somebody
todoit,” said Alexander. “We
conquered the two-litres.

“Ihadapracticeat Lochgelly and,
lookingat the lap times, we were
definitely on the pace. After the
World Final, we might go and start
doingthe English rounds-give
ourselves achance to compete with
thefaster cars. We did that with the
two-litre. We were gettingnowhere
andIsaid: ‘Weneedtogoandrace
againstthem.’ Soweracedin
England, went andraced in Ireland
and competed until we got to the top
end. Weended up winningit.”

Alexander’sfirst chance of major
honours in theformula will come
on hishometrack at Lochgelly in
April’s European championship.

Harris makes more US
history with A-Main start

Tom Harris made more US history at
the All Star Circuit of Champions series
at Volusia, Florida, becoming the first
UK driverto qualify for an All Star
Circuit of Champions A-Mainfeature.

Hefinished seventhin hisheat, which
was won by Tony Stewart, beforelining
up onthefrontrow of the 15-car B-Main
feature. Hefinished third in that event,
which was enough for him to progress
tothe A-Mainfeature.

“The car hastobeperfect and Sammy
Swindell definitely knows how to getit
right,” said Harris. “Istill can’tbelieve I
madetheshow.”

Inthe30-lap A-Main, with his car
tightening up as therace developed,
Harrisfinished 23rd behind Brad Sweet.

“The car got pretty tightin the A-Main
asIlostthreeinchesof stagger,” Harris
explained afterwards.

Thefollowing evening Harris and his
team struggled tofind paceinthecar
duringthefirstround of the World Of
Outlaws series.

Asaresulthefinishedlastof eightin
hisheatbehind Sweet and eventual
feature winner Daryn Pittman, before
takingninth of 12in the B-Main,
eventually finding some speedlate on.

“We struggled to get the motor torun,”
said Harris. “But we got it going by the
B-Main.”

Unfortunately for Harris, thatrace
would be hislast of the week. He was
forced to withdraw the following day after
blowinghisengine duringhishotlap
session, the V8 unit droppinga piston.

Afurtherenginefailure duringpractice
at BubbaRaceway in Ocala curtailed
Harris’s US adventurefor good.

Harris was also the first UK driver
to qualify for the Chili Bowl Midget
Nationals A-Mainfeaturelast year.
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Breen enjoyed

rallycross power

=\
By HalRidge

AR

Irish Rallycross Championship 2019 is

enough to get completely into how exactly

Craig Breen is considering trying
rallycross this season following a

first Supercar test at Mondello Park

in his native Ireland last week.

Breendrove double European champion
Derek Tohill’s Ford Fiesta Supercar at the

Irish Rallycross Championshiplaunch
and completed around 101laps atthe
County Kildare venue.

“Ijustdid a handful of laps but it was
definitely something different,” Breen
told Motorsport News. “Ididn’tdo
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Collard’s restored Renault

Sarrazin is latest Glohal

Rallycross recruit

Motorsportall-rounder Stephane
Sarrazin will competein the Global
Rallycross Europe series this year.

Ex-Formula 1 driver Sarrazin
has competedin Formula E and
enduranceracing of late, finishing
second at Le Mans four times, while
he’salso contested several rallies.

He will pilotanew single-make
Pantera RX6in the GRC Titans
classthisseason.

“Tam always looking for new
challenges and when Ilearned about
GRC Europefrom Alex Wurz, whois
totally hooked onrallycrossnow, I had
tofind outaboutit,” said Sarrazin.
“Itlooked very excitingfrom the start,
particularly in bringing my off-road
and Tarmac skills togetherin asingle
race. Tomy great surprise, it wasnot

World Rally Championship refugee

everything works, but the powerislike
somethingI've never driven before.
The carfeltnice, I could do everything
Iwanted withit.”

former Junior world champion says he

somethinginrallycross this year, butit

The two-time WRC podium finisher and

hasopportunities to compete in rallycross
thisseason. “Idohave some optionstodo

WRC STAR BREEN UP
| FORRALLYCROSS START

Supercar rum fuels interest; but; testing/vital

launched

one.If it works out, it would be great.”

While the 29-year-old hasn’t revealed
where he couldrace, he says a testing
programme will be amust before any
competitive outing.

“Itdoesn’t make sense [not to]
especially if Idon’t have any experience
inacarlikethattojustlandonarace
weekend,” said Breen. “Because of the
limited amount of time in the car you get

NEW LAYOUTS IN 2019

Mondello Park’s rallycross

circuit will be run in a number of
configurations, in both directions,
forthe 2019 Irish Rallycross
Championship season, which
was launched at the Naas

venue near Dublin last week.

The IRX series will get
underway at Mondello next
week, while the Pallas circuit
in Tynagh, County Galway will
host round two. A double-header
weekend will be held back at
Mondello in July for the fourth
and fifth rounds, with the seven-
event calendar being concluded
atthe end of November.

CALENDAR]
Irish Rallycross C’ship

RD | VENUE DATE

wouldn’t be my number one priority,” he
said. “Obviously Iwant to goback rallying
again, that’smyfirstlove. But definitely
I’dliketotry[rallycross],Ienjoyed driving
aSupercarandI’dliketohavearacein

inarace weekend it would take nearly

the whole time to getmy head around it.”
Breen also sampled Tohill’s Euro

RXtitle-winningrear-wheel-drive

Ford Fiesta atthe IRX launch.

1 | MondelloPark | Mar3
2 | Tynagh Apr7
3 | MondelloPark | May 19
4 | MondelloPark | Jul20
5 | MondelloPark | Jul21
6 | MondelloPark | Oct20
7 | MondelloPark | Nov 24

e ':_- ____% L]

]

Versatile Frenchman is well suited

toohardtofind the sponsorsdueto
thelower costs and hereIamlooking
forward to testing the brand-new
PanteraRX6 car by MJP Racing.”
Thefirstround of GRC Europe
will be held at former European
Rallycross Championship venue
Dreux, France, inlate June.
Sarrazin, 43,added: “Rallycross
isnewtomebutitis coolimagining
how competitiveracing [will be].”

for Retro Rallycross

Former Supernational rallycross
driver Phil Collard will return to the
discipline this season competingin
the Retro Rallycross Championship.

Collard will campaign a Renault 5
inthe series,amachine originally
built by Kevin Stones in the late 1980s.

Hehas spent thelast 14 months
working on therear-engine, rear-wheel
drive hatchback.

“Almost every mechanical part has
been renewed or replaced,” said
Collard. “The car hashad anew rear
chassis fully updated to current
safety requirements and it’srunninga
two-litre period engine, which would
have been used in Division Three back
intheday.”

After being campaigned by owner
Stonesin period, the Renault 5 was
subsequently bought by Mike Bourner,
whoraced it until 1994. After yearsin

Renault 5 has been overhauled

storage, the car was bought by Michael
Boak’s MB Motorsport team, where
restoration work was undertaken
before Collard bought the machine. He
ishopingto debut the Renaultin the
first round at Silverstone next month.
“Icannot wait touseitatmy first
event,” Collard added. “Hopefully
we’re goingto do a full season of Retro
Rallycross atlonglast. We've got a
month to do some testing and set the
car up butit should be competitive.”

Motorsport With Attitude show event to return in 2020 after successful maiden edition in Peterhorough

Motorsport With Attitude, anew show
headlined by oval racing formulas, will
returnto Peterborough’s East of England
ArenaonFebruary 8/9next year aftera
successful first edition last weekend.
Theeventfeatured carsfrom all forms

of shortoval racingincluding BriSCA
Formula1and National Hot Rods, as well
asautocross, rallycross and even the
British Touring Car Championship. In
addition to static displays, around 300
machinestook partin demonstration

races atthe venue’s outdoor arena.

Star guest Barry Lee, the four-time Hot
Rod world champion, treated show-goers
toridesin Kenny Purdie’s Ford Escort
Mk2 Classic Hot Rod and regaled stories
onstage of his pastantics. Further

attractionsincluded Oliver Bennett’s Xite
Sportrallycross team and its simulators.
Organiser Dave Rennie said: “The
feedback has been very good; it’s definitely
gotlegs. There’sa good vibe which I think
iskey-peopleareenjoyingit.”

Orders received for Smith’s new Ford Fiesta Hot Rod

Anew Ford Fiesta National Hot Rod
broke cover at the Motorsport With
Attitude show in Peterborough.

Simon Smith, a past Hot Rod driver
who hasmorerecently competed on
circuitsinthe Intermarqueseries, is
the man behind the project.

“My dream was alwaystogeta
hatchback back ontothe ovalsagain,” said
Smith, whohasbeen developingthe new
car with his Autocross firm for two years.

“Asmuch asthe Ginetta, Vauxhall Tigra
and Mercedes SLK arelovelylooking cars,

they’renotatrue Hot Rod —they’renot
what yourlocal boy drives aboutin.

“Welooked at the Audi A1, welooked
atthe Volkswagen Polo, butIalways
wantedtodoaFiesta.”

Thefinished bodyshell retains a Fiesta
silhouette but has been lowered by 20cm.

Smith hastwo confirmed orders already
and aimsto complete the first chassisto
haveaHot Rod on track by the end of
April. He plans torace an example himself
in the circuit-based Super Silhouettes
championshiplaterin the year.

Smith’s Hot Rod
Fiesta on show
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Tanak and Toyota lay down a marker

The Estonian’s easy win on Rally Sweden should worry his WRC rivals

It was inevitable that Ott Tanak and Toyota would be among the favourites for this year’s title given the pace and skill he showed throughout
the 2018 campaign. He knew it, and his rivals knew it. And now, after his seventh win at the top table, everyone else knows it too.
He has been able to comfortably outpace his team-mates so far, and is leading the Japanese firm’s attack. And, given the dominance he showed on Rally

Sweden, the portents for a competitive season seem to have taken a very serious knock.
While reigning champion Sebastien Ogier is struggling to get to grips with his new mount at Citroen and Thierry Neuville unable to put together a consistent

threat for Hyundai, the only worry for Tanak should be coming from his own team. However, Kris Meeke and Jari-Matti Latvala are nowhere near him —so far. It
was only a cruel twist of mechanical fate that stopped Tanak from being in the heart of the title fight going to Rally Australia last season. Given the performances
so far, that is a place he seems certain to be in this year.
Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)
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South Downs Stages fun, taken by Mike Bouts A Ford Escort Mk2 pushing on, sent in by Ben Forrester

ART EDITOR MIKE STOKOE'S

AVOURITE OF
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Legends battling at Knockhill, captured by John Henderson

The Launceston Classic trial, taken by Duncan Stephens Tim Hall snapped this Darrian at Goodwood
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TV GUIDE

The 2019 Formula 1 seasoniis
officially underway as pre-season
testing is taking place at the Circuit
de Catalunya this week. Watch
the live action on Wednesday and
Thursday (1300-1700hrs, Sky
Sports F1) for days three and
four of the first test.
On Friday, you can relive the
very best moments from last year
with 22018 season review and
witness all the twists and turns as
Lewis Hamilton and Sebastian
Vettel battled for the title (1700-
1800hrs, Sky Sports F1).
Elsewhere, watch highlights
from round four of the 2018/19

Formula E season from Mexico
City as championship leader
Sam Bird attempted to extend
his points advantage (Friday,
1230-1330hrs, BT Sport ESPN).
On Saturday you can also see
the best moments from the second-
everJaguar I-Pace eTrophy
Series race also from Mexico
City (0800-0830hrs, BT Sport 2).
And finally, enjoy the thrills and
spills from the second round of the
World Rally Championship from
the snow-covered stages of Rally
Sweden (Sunday, 0500-0600hrs,
BT Sport ESPN). Who would
master the conditions best?

Group 5 Lancia Beta Montecarlo

Stopping short of towing the Colosseum down the Mulsanne Straight, Jolly
Club’s Lancia Beta Montecarlo couldn’t have looked anymore ltalian at Le
Mans in 1980. The country’s national flag was draped over the bodywork,
and with the black wheels it looked downright brilliant. It's a shame the outfit
played it much safer when it took the 037 rallying.
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HOW TO GET STARTED IN MOTORSPORT
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RALLY : Admission . Starts 0905hrs :
FRIDAY/ : seewebsite . Admission TBA
SATURDAY : Web raceretro.com i Web birrmotorclub. :
NASCAR: : EGuernsey, : : com :
Atlanta : ChannelIslands : SATURDAY : @Knockhill
M Race: Sunday, 1830hrs, Resolution IT : WKirkistown . circuit, Fife
Premier Sports 2 Guernsey Rally : circuit,Co.Down : GrantConstruction :
: Starts 1730hrs : Pacenotes Rally i Rally Stages :
: Admission free : Magazine Stages : Starts 0831hrs :
Web guernseyrally. : Starts 0930hrs : Admission adult£10, :
I com : Admission TBA i under 12 free -
: Web namcc.com : Web :
: FRIDAY= : : borderecossecarclub.
: SUNDAY : SUNDAY i com
: mStoneleigh : MAbbeyleix, :
: Park,Coventry : ColLaois . Details correctattime of
: RaceRetro : Abbeyleix Manor : press butplease check :
: Starts 0930hrs : Hotel Stages : before travelling :

Group A BMW

635C5i

My general rule is that no
predominantly black or white livery
can ever be the greatest. If it's black,
it won't look good in photos. Ifit's
white, then it simply isn’t finished.
Martini colours are massively
overrated. But to have the internals of
the 635CSi painted on the bodywork
of Schnitzer's Spa 1986 challenger
(and on what looks like graph paper)
is just inspired. All is forgiven.

Wildcat 8B

The STP colours are more closely
associated with Richard Petty

plus NASCAR. But, to my eye, the
paintjob looks infinitely better-suited
to Gordon Johncock’s 1982
Indianapolis 500 winner. Thanks
to the dayglow running over the
haunches and front and rear wings,
it only serves to emphasise that the
8B looks fast even at a standstill.
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www.kaylan.co.uk
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Full range of engine components for: ,,
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MOTORSPORT : LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

‘\‘ VAUXHALL ECOTEC S — f —
o olow Us
Th e w I n n I n g ROVER K SERIFS @ twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts f facebook.com/SimpsonAaceExhausts
Call or buy online! —

formula in h_lgh STE%TSRE’ORT-?UK 01753532222 Simpson - Exhausts
performance plastic...

f(AIonwheelrepairs.comT Ve h | C I - We supply a

comprehensive range of

| W| r| N g wiring products for repair,

& Wierl derh Liming + g 2o Grarises Mo L.-u- )ﬂr-cl 2ogn '\-u-q -:ll' oot isarth ﬂ-'u;-nl !.i-mmhﬂ F,: -'_ -:‘-("nrr wastabiy - Wheels chemica”y Strippedl fine mOdlflcatlon or Complete
bead blasted and powder coated. P rOd u Cts rewire to your vehicle

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium

Laylan mudflapn snd widerbody profectaen bo
Fasd, Sebiaru, Nriian, Mitiubeihi and Seal and change 1o Eay .
wheels and castings.

- 40 years of experience to share.

\ES IAN JEMISON

DURATEC B ZETEC ENGINEERING
ENGINE e S ENGINE
HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,

» 2.0-2.5 Litre & »1.6,1.8 & 2.0 Litre BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

» 200-340 BHP i » 188-275 BHP \91 904 703 86%}
COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwhwwww.dunnellengines.com /111111

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk
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JESPOKE TANK SEIWIGE

'-WE CAN MANUFACTURE ONSITE ANY SH'APE #
SIZE SIEAPACITY OF TANK YDU NEED! St ‘

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 10 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm x L600mm)

& >
5 A,

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 20 GALLON CURVE MLTAHMinmﬂ_: : .T.'f  FUEL T,
[H300mm x W300 x L900mm] _ [H610mm x W610mm x L1525mm] ~ [H300n

—

PROJECT  PROJECT |

o : CMB-FTO14
CUSTOM ' CUSTOM

INLET, 6MM OUTLET
1 X FAR SIDE FILLER NECK [BAFFLED]

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER
NECK [BAFFLED]

1 X FAR SIDE FILLER
+FORK LIFT BRACKETS [BAFFLED]

FUEL TANK ALUMINIUM 17 GALLON WATER TANK STAINLESS STEEL 85 GALLON
[H250mm x W300mm [H230mm x W750mm

x L800mm] \ % L1860mm] o

PROJECT | PROJECT

CMB-FT-004 CMB-FT017 CMB-FT015

CUSTOM - CUSTOM 1 X CENTRAL CUSTOM

1 X OFF CENTER FILLER MOUNTED OFF-CENTRE INLET, 8mm OUTLET
~ NECK [BAFFLED] “ FILLER NECK +STRAPS [BAFFLED] COMPLETE WITH BUILT-IN LEVEL SENSOR [BAFFLED]

d‘:ﬁ'lpbrake.com

Quote SP329 whe:you calli01 7449 8951888 MWW W «

Compbrake Motorsport Ltd, Belvedere Barn Estate, Unit F1, Crank Road, Billinge, Wigan, WN5 7EZ Sales: salas@cumpbrakn com Technical: technical@compbrake.com

Phone: 01637 498184
www.rallyprep.co.uk
enquiries@rallyprep.co.uk
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- Official UK Partner for Toyota Motorsport GmbH
e GT86 CS-R3 available fully built or in kit form .
* Modern and historic vehicle build and preparation  [&Rally Prep 9 1 F 5076 Az

* From clubman to full FIA International status Uirallyprep g
* Work undertaken on all makes and models "FRallyPrepUK ’
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your products ox

services here please email

Edward.sanderson@
motorsport.com

0203 405 8112

Automotive

Think Automotive are
specialists in oil
cooling systems and
all aspects of vehicle
plumbing. We are the
manufacturer and
distributor of Mocal®
products.
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Radiator Press

We stock and distribute the finest automobile products,
such as oil coolers, hosing, hose fittings, filler caps,
water pumps, oil pumps, heaters, gauges and more.

Tel: 020 8568 1172
Web:www.thinkauto.com

Email: info@thinkauto.com
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

Qéﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




