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What is Differentiation

Carol Ann Tomlinson is a leader in the area of differentiated 

learning and professor of educational leadership, 

foundations, and policy at the University of Virginia. 

Tomlinson describes differentiated instruction as factoring 

students’ individual learning styles and levels of readiness

first before designing a lesson plan. Research on the 

effectiveness of differentiation shows this method benefits a 

wide range of students, from those with learning disabilities to 

those who are considered high ability.

http://www.caroltomlinson.com/


Differentiation

Differentiating instruction may mean teaching the same 

material to all students using a variety of instructional 

strategies, or it may require the teacher to deliver lessons at 

varying levels of difficulty based on the ability of each 

student.

Teachers who practice differentiation in the classroom may:

● Design lessons based on students’ learning styles.

● Group students by shared interest, topic, or ability for assignments.

● Assess students’ learning using formative assessment.

● Manage the classroom to create a safe and supportive environment.

● Continually assess and adjust lesson content to meet students’ needs.



Teaching Up (not Dumbing Down)

"Teaching up" means planning instruction for the broadest possible range of 

learners. It means aiming high and then building scaffolding that helps all students 

reach those heights, including the students who may not have seen themselves as 

capable of making the climb.”



Teaching Up (not Dumbing Down)

"’Teaching up’ begins with the teacher asking, ‘What is the most thought-

provoking, interesting, and engaging lesson (or unit) I can design to ensure that 

students will want to invest energy in complex questions, address significant 

issues, and master skills necessary for success with critical content?’ Later in the 

design process, that question is followed by another: ‘How can I plan time, space, 

resources, and other elements to ensure that students with varied needs will have 

the opportunity to move ahead in their own learning and work as a contributing 

part of the class as a whole?’ It does not suggest creating ‘harder’ curriculum but 

rather creating intellectually rigorous curriculum that stretches students' thinking.” 

(Differentiated Approach to the Common Core; by Carol Ann Tomlinson and Marcia B. Imbeau)



Four ways to differentiate instruction

● Content

● Process

● Product 

● Learning environment





Examples of Differentiating...content

● Match vocabulary words to definitions.

● Read a passage of text and answer related questions.

● Think of a situation that happened to a character in the 

story and a different outcome.

● Differentiate fact from opinion in the story.

● Identify an author’s position and provide evidence to 

support this viewpoint.

● Create a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the 

lesson.



Examples of differentiating...process

● Provide textbooks for visual and word learners.

● Allow auditory learners to listen to audio books.

● Give kinesthetic learners the opportunity to complete an 

interactive assignment online.



Examples of differentiating...product

● Read and write learners write a book report.

● Visual learners create a graphic organizer of the story.

● Auditory learners give an oral report.

● Kinesthetic learners build a diorama illustrating the story.



Examples of differentiating...learning environment

● Break some students into reading groups to discuss the 

assignment.

● Allow students to read individually if preferred.

● Create quiet spaces where there are no distractions.



Multiple Intelligences
The theory of multiple intelligences was developed in 1983 by Dr. Howard 

Gardner, professor of education at Harvard University. It suggests that the 

traditional notion of intelligence, based on I.Q. testing, is far too limited. Instead, 

Dr. Gardner proposes eight different intelligences to account for a broader range 

of human potential in children and adults. These intelligences are:

● Linguistic intelligence (“word smart”)

● Logical-mathematical intelligence (“number/reasoning smart”)

● Spatial intelligence (“picture smart”)

● Bodily-Kinesthetic intelligence (“body smart”)

● Musical intelligence (“music smart”)

● Interpersonal intelligence (“people smart”)

● Intrapersonal intelligence (“self smart”)

● Naturalist intelligence (“nature smart”)



Examples of Multiple Intelligences

For example, if you’re teaching or learning about the law of supply and 

demand in economics, you might read about it (linguistic), study 

mathematical formulas that express it (logical-mathematical), examine a 

graphic chart that illustrates the principle (spatial), observe the law in the 

natural world (naturalist) or in the human world of commerce (interpersonal); 

examine the law in terms of your own body [e.g. when you supply your body 

with lots of food, the hunger demand goes down; when there’s very little 

supply, your stomach’s demand for food goes way up and you get hungry] 

(bodily-kinesthetic and intrapersonal); and/or write a song (or find an existing 

song) that demonstrates the law (perhaps Dylan’s “Too Much of Nothing?”).







Bloom’s Taxonomy

A set of three hierarchical models used to classify 

educational learning objectives into levels of complexity and 

specificity. The three lists cover the learning objectives in 

cognitive, affective and sensory domains. The cognitive 

domain list has been the primary focus of most 

traditional education and is frequently used to structure 

curriculum learning objectives, assessments and 

activities.





Multiple Intelligences & Bloom’s Taxonomy

Example of a Choice Board 

that combines Multiple 

Intelligences with Bloom’s 

Taxonomy. 

Teachers have students 

choose activities that match 

their learning style and also 

meet each level.



Multiple Intelligences & Bloom’s Taxonomy

Example used for science. 

More clearly outlines MI and 

Bloom’s Taxonomy.





Emotional Intelligence (EI or EQ)

“The ability to use, understand, and manage emotions in a productive, healthy 

way.”

Daniel Goldman’s model of EQ:

1. Self-Awareness

2. Self-Management

3. Motivation

4. Empathy

5. Social Skills

“The ability to understand the emotions of others and to understand and regulate 

one’s own emotions” - can only be learned through face-to-face interaction 



Assignment

● Take the Multiple Intelligences Assessment 
https://www.literacynet.org/mi/assessment/findyourstrengths.html

https://www.literacynet.org/mi/assessment/findyourstrengths.html

