On Track
for your

2019 season.

New for 2019, our On Track insurance products can \We can quote and place insurance for
support your season by protecting your asset from most of your motorsport requirements -
unforeseen On Track damage. Flexible applications and from but not limited to:

competitive rates with personal service from some of
the most experienced people in motorsport insurance.
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Call Phil, Alison or Jason on 07515 994481 to discuss your requirements.
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ByDavid Evans

Kris Meeke is back
and he’s backright
= attheveryforefront
of the World Rally
Championship -
that’s Toyota
team principal
. Tommi Makinen’s
L appraisal of
the Northern
| Irishman’s Monte
Carlodebut
lastweek.

Meeke, who was
sixth after two
punctures,dominated
the powerstage
totakemaximum
bonus points from
the season-opener.

“Kris’sresultis
absolutely brilliant,”
said Makinen.

“Thisissogood
for him for his first
rally with us.”
Fullstory, p2-3
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ByDavid Evans

Kris Meeke is looking
forward to building a World
Rally Championship season
around “the best car he’s ever
driven” following his stunning
powerstage victory atlast
week’s Monte Carlo Rally.

The Northern Irishman set
ablisteringpace through the
final Col de Braustest, 3.9 seconds
fasterthan anybody to clinch
thefirst bonus points of the
WRC season. Meeke’s efforts
drew praise from hisfour-time
Monte CarloRally-winning
team principal TommiMakinen,
whodescribed theresultas
“absolutely brilliant”.

Meekefinished sixth overall
onthe Gap-based season opener,
having dropped time with two
punctures, which Makinen said
wererelated tothe use of Toyota’s
lightweight wheel rims and the
dry conditionsin the French Alps.

A delighted Meeke told
Motorsport News: “It’sso
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satisfyingtodo [thattime] onthe
powerstage when everybody is
fighting at ten-tenths. We were
abletoputthe hammer down.
It’snice toknow we’ve still got it
afterninemonths.”

After apuncture apiece on
Thursday and Friday, Meeke
wasinthetopfourstage times
throughout Saturday and
Sunday before his exceptional
powerstage win on the second
runat ColdeBraus.

“ThisisthebestcarI’veever
driven, barnone,” said Meeke.
“Itjustfelt sonice. Let’snot
forgetIwon this powerstagein
the Citroenlast year, but theline
onthat car wasfine. In the Yaris,
IfeelIcansqueezeeverything
from the car and pushithard
andit’sallthere underme—
there’sno stress and no worries.

“I'vebeen excited from the first
stage.I’d never driven the caron
studson dry asphalt before, so
Ididn’t know toomuch what to
expect. My engineer had told me
nottoputtheboost on before the

R e o . B

startof thefirst stage, butjust
beforethestartof the stagel
thought: ‘Ah, sod it. Let’ssee.’
Iputthebooston and: ‘Whoa! This
feels good!’ It wasfantastic, just
fantastic. Wehad some technical
issues which probably cost a
coupleof places,butIdon’t think
my start position would have
allowed me to win here—there
was toomuch cuttingfromthe
carsahead. ButIsetmymarks
forthisrally andI’vehitthem.”

Lookingbeyond the start of
the season, Meeke admits Rally
Sweden will be another voyage
of discovery.

“I'mback tosquare oneforthat
one,” hesaid. “Igohomefor24
hours, see the family for a day,
andthenit’s off to the Sweden test.
But youknow, Sweden against Ott
[Tanak]and Jari-Matti[Latvala],
I'll beup againstitthere.I'mjust
lookingforward to every event.

“Iremember whenIstarted
the defence of myIRC
[Intercontinental Rally Challenge]
titlein 2010. Thefirstrally with
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B British driver took a solid
o sixth place in Monte Carlo

consistent conditions was Brazil
and I went out there and won.
Everybody said ‘Ah, here you go
againdominating...’ butinthe
back of my mind I knew Juho
Hanninenhadtaken10ori11
seconds out of usin some stages.
Iknewitwould betoughandin
the end the Skodas annihilated
us. Hereitfeelsthe other

way around.”

The Monte Carlo Rally was
Meeke’s first with new co-driver
SebMarshall. The Englishman
was equally pleased with hisfirst

“It was a
brilliant
_result for
~ 2 Kris”
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Northern Irishman says he is in the best WRC car he’s ever driven

IVIEEKE

DELIGHTED WITH IMMEDIATE TOYOTA PACE

resultalongside thefive-time
world rally winner.
“Itwasagreateventanda
great way tofinish the weekend
with the fastest time onthe
powerstage,” Marshall told MN.
“We’ve both been absolutely
buzzing, we’ve enjoyed it somuch.
The car’sdoingexactly whathe
wants—you canseethesmilehe’s
got. Weknew the powerstage was
upforgrabs, so we decided to go
forit—but wedidn’t expect totake
four seconds out of everybody!
We worked really hard with the
notes, with the onboards and with
the gravel crew. On the notes, we
put some more stuff in — where
we thought we could carry some
more speed we added a ‘flat’ just
tomake sure Kriskept it pinned.
It worked. Coming down to the
stopline[of the powerstage], he
said: ‘Tt’s goingto be a good year,’
and it certainly feelslike we’ve
started somethinghere.”
Onthesubject of the broken
wheelrims—which also cost
Tanak hishopes of aMonte Carlo

) HOW 0GI
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win-Makinen said: “Thisisour
standard asphaltrim. We have
run this since we started. We have
areinforced rim whichisalittle
bit heavier, but that doesn’t affect
the performance, back at the
factory. We will take it for Corsica.
“The problem we had with the
rimsis clearly a question of why...
thisisourthird timehereandin
thetwolast years wehad quitea
bit more snow and when there’s
some snow on the side of the
roadthen youdon’tgetthe same
amount of corner-cutting.
“Aswell asthat, the conditions
were warmer and everybody was
goinginthecuts. Whenit’sreally
cold theroad and the side of the
roadismorefrozenand you
don’t get the same problems from
cuttingthe corners. Thisis some
experience thingforus, but you
know thisisabrilliantresult for
us and an absolutely brilliant
result for Kris. To do what he did
in the powerstage and notjust
take asmall margin, but four
secondsissomethingspecial.”

R GOT BACK TO Tk
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Wheel roblems ruled Kris Meeke’s team-mate Ott Tanak out of the fight at the front
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F1 ROUND-UP

‘One-trick pony’
Ex-Ferrari Formula 1 driver Eddie
Irvine has labelled four-time
champion Sebastian Vettel
“massively overrated” and a “one-
trick pony”. Despite claiming “I
don’twatch it[F1]anymore because
itbores me”, Irvine questioned
five-time world champion Lewis
Hamilton’s credentials because of
the Briton’s “debatable” competition.
Speaking to BBC NorthernIreland,
Irvine said: “You watch Vettel and,
when Vettel is racing someone,
heisfocused as much on the other
guy as heisonwhere heis going
and inevitably crashes into the
other guy. | think Vettel is a good
driver, but a four-times world
champion,ljustdon’tseeit.

Ithink he is massively overrated,
Ithink he’s a one-trick pony.”

Caterham money

More than 200 ex-Caterham F1
employees have been paid a small sum
asthe long-running legal saga following
the team’s collapse finally nears its end.
Caterham went into administration in
2014 amid a dispute between founder
Tony Fernandes and a group of investors
who had bought the team that summer.
Administrators from Smith & Williamson
took control of Caterham laterin the
year but the team had to miss the US
and Brazilian Grands Prix, before a
crowdfunding project allowed it to
compete in Abu Dhabi. Attempts to help
it continue in 2015 came to nothing but
it has emerged that Smith & Williamson
was able to pay 216 employees that
were transferred to their control under
TUPE regulations from Caterham.

Aero would be
“shape-shifting”

By Scott Mlitchell sharedits MP4-Xideain December2015. haveaspecialisedrace suitreinforced couldrace the track before grands prix
But MAT’s Future Grand Prix to handle extremely high speeds. to “teachthe Alnewrace strategies”.
“vision” goes much further, assessing The Al co-pilot element would Explaining the concept, MAT
what car, driver, tracks and fan “learn” from its driver, whose emotion motorsport director Rodi Basso said:
experiences could evolveinto. would be “reflected on the chassis”. “We are always looking toinnovate to
McLaren saysit conducted extensive McLaren’s circuit concept also find the solution for tomorrow today.
research thatincluded speakingtofans, includestransparentroofstoallow “Inrecent years, we have seen
assessing “international policy on fanstoseemoretrackaction, and conceptsandideasabouthowa
images of a car conceptdubbed the vehicle electrification and emission fan engagementis another element Formula 1 car couldlook and
MCLExtreme, a 500km/h (310mph) targets” and evaluatinghow human thathas been explored in detail. operateinthefuture.
rear-wheel-drive electric car powered and car technology is likely to change. Itenvisages “fan sentiment being “However, thisisthefirsttime
by a “foldable battery moulded to the Itsideasfor futuristicrace circuits projected in the cockpit of the car” anyone has given detailed thought
aerodynamic package”. include huge sidewinding banks, and whatit calls “mixed reality and insightinto a viable vision of
The aero would be “shape-shifting”, pitlanes with the capacity for battery givingfans access tomultiple motorsportin thefuture.
while the car technology would charging and circuits that can adapt cameraanglesandracedata”. “Our hopeisforthistostimulate
include an onboard Al co-pilot and to extreme weather. Esports competitors would be able to debate about how motorsportresponds
“self-healingtyres”. There would also be “black-out- competeintherace virtually, inreal- tochangesintechnology and sports
Itisnotthefirsttime McLaren has zones with no communication or AI time—-somethingthathasbeenexplored entertainmenttrendstoensure wecan
unveiled a futuristic concept, having assistance for the driver”, who would already in Formula E - while gamers meet the needs of fansin 2050.”

McLaren Applied Technologies,
the Formula 1 team’s sister
company, has unveiled an
extreme concept of how grand
prix racing could look in 2050.
All-new Renault Aspartof the visionithasreleased
Renault hasrevealed thatits 2019
F1 caris an all-new design in which
only the power steering systemis
being carried overfrom lastyear.
Renault executive director Marcin
Budkowski says its strategy has
increased stress levels because

of the amount of work necessary.
“ltis always challenging togeta car
with thousands and thousands of
parts, and the only thing we carried
overfrom lastyear’s caris the
power steering,” said Budkowski.
“Thatgives you anidea that all the
rest[of the car] is changing, and it

is changing because we are trying
tosqueeze more performance

STR14 willbe unveiled on Monday,
February 11. That puts it at the head

of aqueue of teams preparing to

reveal their new challengers that

week, ahead of testing commencing

on February 18. Sixteams have now
revealed their launch dates, with Renault
previously set to be the earliest by
unveiling its new car on February 12.

company’s motorsport
advisor Helmut Marko.

F1’s 2019 changes include
simplified front wings and
bargeboards in a bid tomake
it easier for cars to follow,
which in turn should lead
to closer and better racing.

Red Bull was a vocal

Marko says that, while the
front wing would improve
F1’s overtaking prospects,
despite a performance level
“already at the standard”
of mid-2018, “we are
€15million (£13m) poorer”.

“We have the same
[aerodynamic] data aslast

from every area.” Front wing rule changes cost Red Bull team £13million
Early Toro Rosso Formula 1’s front wing opponent tothedecisionto = summer,” said Marko.

Toro Rosso is poised to become the rule changes cost Red push through those changes “By thetime we getto
firstteamto officially reveal its 2019 F1 Bull almost £13million in May last year, citinga Melbourne we’ll probably
car after confirming the earliest launch butithasalready lack of reliable data to be better than that.

date sofar. The Red Bull junior team recovered alarge amount supportit and the financial “IBut] thereisnow a

has announced its Honda-powered of performance, says the impact it would have. good basis for discussion

between Mercedes, Ferrari
and us. We agree that
regulations must not be

determined by technicians.

“Assoon as technicians
are involved, the costs
increase and everything
becomes complicated.

Things have to be specified.”

Front wings have been simplified for 2019,buthave come ataprice
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‘What the future holds

for all-female series’
W Series insight, p24
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Daytona 24 Hours was
plagued by bad weather
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ODDEN DAYTONA 24 HOURS

Fernando Alonso added another

last weekend after triumphing
intheDaytona 24 Hoursatthe
second attempt.

race wintohislist of career victories

“The visibility was nearly zero, we
couldnot beflat-out on the straights,
the car wasmoving, the TC [traction
control] was comingin sixth gear
at200mph, there were parts of

quickerthan hisnearest challengers.
Hehad justretakentheleadfrom

the Action Express Cadillac of

Felipe Nasr when action was halted

for asecond time with alittle under

mﬁ

Aor
R Q*E X

The two-time Formula 1 champion
wasinstrumentalin securing
victory for the Wayne Taylor Racing
Cadillac entry he shared with Renger

twohoursleft on the clock, as Nasr
wentwideat Turn1.

Speakingafter therace, Alonsosaid
the worsening conditionsin therun-

different carsin different parts

of thetrack, because people were

losing bodywork here and there.”
Despitethe tricky weather

vander Zande, Jordan Taylor and
Kamui Kobayashi, starringin the
wet conditions that characterised
thelatter partof therace.

Hehad pulled outalead of 55
secondsontheoppositioninthe
early hours of the morning before

runningalmost three secondsalap

theracewasred-flagged afirst time,

conditions, Alonso was delighted
towin, telling NBCSN: “[It was] just
anamazingexperience with this
team, from the testand now therace—
aperfectexecution of therace.
“IThere were] very different
conditions, we’ve been competitive
ineverything: dry and wet, night and
day. [I’'m]really happy for the team.”

uptothe second stoppage were such

that he was calling for theracetobe

neutralised before he passed Nasr.
“Icalled alot of times, when

Iwassecond, overtheradiothat

asafety car wasnecessary,” said

Alonso. “Thelast five, seven laps

of therace werenotIthink

right, foranyoneontrack.

Ardenhad oneF2 victoryin 2018

HWA pairs up with Arden,
champion Hubert joins

Arden International has paired with
Formula E and DTM outfit HWA for
the 2019 Formula 2 season, and signed
GP3 champion Anthoine Hubert.

HWA joins Arden as an engineering
andtechnical partner, with Arden
looking torebound from a disappointing
seasonlast year where it scored one
victory and took second tolastinthe
F2teams’ championship.

Ardenboss Garry Horner said:
“HWA bring a wealth of engineering
expertise and knowledge to the
programme and we look forward
toworking with them.”

Hubert, 22, has become a fully-
fledged Renault F1junior, andjoins
havingtested last year with MP. He
claims HWA made the squad a more
attractive proposition.

“Thefactthat they arejoining with
HWA really motivated meto go to
them, I hope that the experience of
Arden and the professionalism from
the structure of HWA canbe a good
mix and we can achieve great things
together,” said the French driver.

Software glitch to blame
for FE crash, claims Buemi

Sebastien Buemi says a software glitch
contributed to the crash that eliminated
him from thelead of Formula E’s Santiago
race andreckonsit “wasnotmy fault”.

The Nissan e.damsdriverled thefirst
two thirds of therace from pole butlocked
upatthefast Turn 7right-hander while
being chased by eventual race winner
Sam Bird and Pascal Wehrlein.

Off-lineand ontoasphalt that had
brokenupintherace’sscorching
conditions, heslidinto the wall on the
outside, the same pointthathe had crashed
atheavily during FP1 earlier on Saturday.

“Icannot say toomuch-that’s the
problem,” said Buemi.

“Theonly thingI cantell you[is]it was
notmy fault.

“Basically, we had lots of softwareissues
duringtheday, which of course were
related tothe crashThadin FP1, thebig
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Buemi (left) ledin Sant1ago before Iuttmg thewalland bemg forced toretire

intheracethat wastherefromlapone
andthatbasically madethecrash
happen. Itdidn’thelpmeinthat phase.”

crash. That wasrelated toasmall
softwareissue.
“Unfortunately I had anotherissue

Renault Academy driver Fewtrell

Fewtrell: ‘| need to turn heads’ with ART in Formula 3

New ART Grand Prix FIA Formula3
signing Max Fewtrell believes he can
winracesand wants to “turnheads”
on his way to successin the 2019 season.

Fewtrell was confirmed at ART last
week, also extending hisinvolvement
in the Renault Academy.

The 19-year-old won the prestigious
Formula Renault Eurocuplast season
and the British F4 title in 2016.

“I'mreally confidentfor this year,”

Fewtrell told Motorsport News.

“I’d want to be challenging for wins,
Ineed tomakeagoodimpression on
the Formula 1 team straight away.

“Ineedtoturnafewheads by being
fast straight out of the box.

“Obviously Renault know it’s
difficult todo thatand I have a bit of time
toadjustandlearn, butIthink it would
really help me tobe on it straight away
rather than taking the whole year.”

Di Grassi slams
‘stupid’ brake rule

Lucasdi Grassihas called
forthe “very stupid” rule he
brokein qualifying for FIA
FormulaE’sracein Santiago
tobeimmediately revised.

The Audi driver originally
claimed pole position for
Saturday’srace by 0.526
seconds ahead of Nissan
e.damsdriver Sebastien
Buemi, but was excluded
and sent totheback of the
gridfor violating Article27.9
of FE’s sportingregulations.

Thisrelatestoan amendment
filed by FE chassis supplier
Spark ahead of therace
in Santiagoregarding
brake usage onin-laps
during qualifying.

Audiand di Grassi explained
thattheupdaterequiresall
driversto brakein exactly the
same way on theirin-laps as
they do on theirflyinglaps.

Ithasbeenintroducedon
safety groundsto avoid
damagetothe brakes.

“Therearealot of stupidrules
[in motorsport], but this one
isavery stupid one,” hesaid.

“Idon’t knowif it’sthe most
[stupid] one, butIthink thisrule
should berevised immediately
for thenextrace.

“Basically I got disqualified
by not usingmy brake pedal
intheright way on my
in-lap during qualifying.

“Inever saw arulelike
that—formeitisacompletely
stupidrule.”

Hestarted therace22nd and
was eventually classified 12th
after hereceived a 34-second
post-race penalty for contact.

No superlicence points
for Ticktum in AWS

The series in which Red Bull
Junior Dan Ticktumis trying
tosecure his Formula 1
superlicenceis ineligible for
points, MN’s sister publication
Autosport haslearned.

The inaugural Asian Formula
3 Winter Series (AWS) was
included on the FIA’s list of
series, published in December
2018, to which F1 superlicence
points would be assigned.

Red Bull elected to place
Ticktum-who has 35 of the
40 pointsrequired —into the
AWS, which he has been
contesting with Hitech GP.

But points will not be
awarded for success in the
AWS because it does not fulfil
the FIA’s criteria.

The FIA’s Appendix L
regulations stipulate that to
be eligible, a series “must be
composed of aminimum of
fiverace weekends” and “be
held on aminimum of three
different tracks”.

The AWS takes place over
just threerounds, held on two
different circuits, with the
opener at Buriram in Thailand
and the second and third
events at former Malaysian
Grand Prix venue Sepang.

Ticktum needed a top three
in the standings, if the series
was an eligible category, to get
the necessary superlicence
points. But he is down in eighth
in the points after incidents
at the opening round and car
problems in the second event in
atough starttotheseries.
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Clio prize offers £20,000
The last Renault UK Clio Cup champion
will receive a new cash prize of £20,000.
Before Christmas it was revealed that
2019 will be the final year of the category
beforeitis axed at the end of the season.
The winner of the Graduate Cup - for
drivers in theirfirst full Clio season and
aged under 23 - will also be rewarded
with a cash prize of £5000.

TCRUK 2019 tweaks

TCRUKwill alter its qualifying and race
formats for this season to bring the series | |
in line with other TCR championships
around the world. Instead of having a single
30-minute qualifying session, there will
now be a 20-minute session, followed by a
10-minute one with the combined times
from these setting the grid forrace one. The
race duration will also be reduced from 30
minutes to 23 minutes plus one lap.

Double R won F4 title

Hauger moves F4 series
British Formula 4 race winner Dennis
Hauger will switch to competing in
the German and Italian F4 series

with Van Amersfoort Racing this year.
The Norwegian took fourth placein
the British standings driving for Arden
in 2018. His fellow Red Bull-affiliated
driver Jack Doohan is expected to
switch to a F3-level European series.

Younger Ericsson
joins British F3 grid

with Jewiss in 2018
Hampus Ericsson-younger
brother of ex-Formula1land

gGINE /] cﬂNIﬂB =
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Foster’s single-seater,move into British Formula 4 =i

Formula 3 season with Double R.
season with Fortec Motorsports,
recordingabestresult of
third at Donington Park.

The 16-year-old raced in British
F4with the Fortecforthelast two
seasons. Buthejoins Double R
which won the 2016 and ’18 British
F3titles with Matheus Leist and
Linus Lundqvist respectively.
Marcusraced in British F3 with
the team in the 2009 season.

“Idid two test days with the
team in December and it felt
great, the guys pushed me and
gavemeagreatcartodrive so
I'mlookingforward tothe start
of theseason,” said Hampus.

Foster—the son of former British
... Touring Car driver Nick —admitted
. that hehhadn’t planned to move
into single-seaters but, because
1 of hisage(hedoesn’tturn16
A, until July), he was unable to
progressinto seniorracing.
*Tecouldn’t move on to British
& GT, forexample and doing
another year in Ginetta Junior
wouldn’t really develop
o any otherskillsas
Thad almost mastered
it[already],” Foster
said. “But we weren’t
really looking at F4
because of the budget
and my physique -
as ’'m quitetall. It
wasn’taroute we
were planning to

By Stephen Lickorish take but I will be using this year as
away to develop more skills.”

Foster had tested with JHR
Developments and Richardson
Racingtoobut opted tojoin Double
R and follow in the footsteps of
fellow MB Partners-managed
driver Kiern Jewiss, who claimed
the F4 title last season.

Foster added: “I'mnotoneto
gooutandsay 'm goingtowin
becauseldon’tknowandIdon’t
want to put pressure on myself. If
we can come away with top four or
five atthe end of the season [that
would be great].

“Ijust wanttolearn asI’'m pretty
sure we’re going back down the
tin-top carsroute next year. I’'m just
goingto goand have fun-whichis
whatIdidlast year in Ginetta Junior.”

The pair will drive a Ferrari 458

Ginetta Junior runner-up Louis g
Foster will switch to British
Formula 4 for this season,
driving for the frontrunning
Double R squad.

The 15-year-old was one of the
standout drivers in Ginetta Junior
last year, winning nine races,
despiteit being his rookie
campaign. He actually
scored more points than
champion Adam Smalley
too, but was hit with a @'—'
hefty 27-point deduction £%
for various offences
duringthe season.

Ex-F3 racer de Zille joins up
with son to race in GT Cup

Ex-British Formula3racer Graham
deZilleisplanningareturntoracing
this year after 25 years away, competing
with hisson Daninthe GT Cup.

The pairissettoracea Ferrari458
with FF Corse and de Zille Srtested the
car at Donington Park last week.

“Ilastracedin Renault Clios back
in 1993, after doing three yearsinthe
British F3 Championship,” he said.
“Ieventested an Andy Rouse Sierra
RS500for the British Touring Car
Championship before stoppingand
then supporting Dan’sracing career.”

One of the highlights of Graham’s
racing career wasfinishingninthin
the prestigious Monaco F3race in 1985
inhis Pegasus MotorsportRalt. He
was partnered for most of his F3
career by Gerrit van Kouwen.

“AsDanhad stoppedracingtool
decided tobuy my Ferrari458 Challenge
car for trackdays, but soon got bored
andlooked for somethingtoracein,”
headded. “Sowedecided on GT Cup
and we canraceittogether with

Foster won nine races

last yearin Ginettas Hampus (left) with Marcus

Eastwell to contest Bathurst FF1600 support races

BRSCC National Formula Ford
frontrunner Michael Eastwell will
compete on the support package of
this weekend’s Bathurst 12 Hour.

The Mazda Road to Indy finalist will race

“This has beenin the works sincelast
August,” Eastwell told MN. “Ellery kept
track of my progress and were keen to
getmeintotheircar.

“The crazy thingabout that track is

FFCorse.”
DeZilleJrlastracedin 2013 when he

was seventh in Porsche Carrera Cup GB,

having previously been sixthin the 2011
British Formula Ford Championship
with JTR.Healsoraced in Formula
Renaultbut, after finishinghis career,

joined Red Bull F1 as a software engineer.

a Spectrum 010 in the three-race Formula
Ford programme, as the series celebrates
its50th anniversary in Australia.

Eastwell will race for Ellery Motorsport,

from whom he bought and imported his
National FF1600 Spectrum, and has
been testing at Phillip Island.

evenif you're the quickest, the slipstream
issohuge that you can be 20 car lengths
back, pick up the tow and pass by the end
of the straight.

“I'mmnotone of those cocky people
who saysI'm definitely going to win,
butthat’salwaysthegoal.”

Eastwell has driven Spectrum in the BRSCC’s National FF1600 series
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Charly Lamm
1955 - 2019

British Touring Car Championship
boss Alan Gow led tributes to Charly
Lamm, the head of the BMW
Schnitzer team that was part of the
UK’sshowpiece seriesin the 1990s,
who passed away last week aged 63.

The Schnitzer team, thefactory-
blessed arm of the German
marque, was created in the 1960s.

Lamm joined the operationinthe
1970s and he progressed to become
team manager.

Schnitzer wasapowerhousein the
European Touring Car Championship
inthe 1980s before enjoying glory in
the German-based DTM category.

Theteam firstran thefactory BMWs
inthe BTCCin 1993 and was a success,
with Jo Winkelhock claimingthetitle
athisfirst attempt, while team-mate
Steve Soper was runner-up.

Theteam switched to sportscar
racing, whichledtovictoryinthe
LeMans 24 Hoursin 1999 with the
V12LMRmachine.

Lamm worked on BMW projects
inthe USA and also oversaw its
attack onthe World Touring Car
Championship. He also spearheaded
areturntothe DTMin 2012.

Gow said: “I'm shocked and
incredibly saddened tohear about
Charly. He was one of the kindest
andmost thoughtful peopleI have
everdealt with. Andhewasa
brilliant team manager, whose work-
ethic, knowledge and passion was
boundless. The world of touring
carracinghaslostatruelegend.”

British Touring Car
Championship winner Tim
Harvey will return to the wheel
of asingle-seater this season as
he haspurchased his original
racingcar, a Van Diemen RF81
Formula Ford 1600.

The57-year-old raced in
the categoryin hisformative
years, and heisnow planning
acomeback during the
2019 season.

“Iloved Formula Ford,” said
Harvey. “Along with karting,
itisthe purest form of racing
thatyoucan getanditwasa
launchpad for me. I started off
in the Champion of Brands
seriesin 1983 with a car that
was two years old because it
was all I could afford. However,
Imanagedtofinish seventhin
the Formula Ford Festival in
itin 1983 and that really set
my career going.”

Harvey, who claimed the
BTCCtitlein 1992 and now
commentates on the category for
ITV4, said he would look to take

Last BTCC race
was in 2002 |

-

partinasmanyracesashecan.
“Isaw a Classic Formula Ford

race at Donington Park last year,

and thought it was amazing,”
said Harvey. “Irealised that the
RF81 could still be competitive
init, soIhatched a plan. I knew
[team boss and racer] Jonathan

Lewishad bought my old car, and

Igotintouch with him asking
him thatif he ever wanted to
sellit, I wanted first refusal.
“Eventually he decided to sell
ittome,and heisgoingtorunit
for me. I will probably do six or
soraces,andI wanttodo the
Formula Ford Festival and the
Walter Hayes Trophy too.”
® Tim Harvey’s son Jamie, 30,
haspassed his ARDS test at
Brands Hatch and will look to
take partin someracing this
season too. “Hehas done some
karting and trackdays,” said
Harvey Sr. “Heislookingto
have some fun in something
like the Citroen C1 Racing Club
series—maybelcouldjoin him
for one of thelongerraces...”

McLaren 570S GT4s will be run in British GT by HHC Motorsport

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, LAT, Ollie Read

HARVEYRETURNS TO FF1600 RACING

Harvey: BTCC
champion in 92

Multi-year partnership between HHC Motorsport and McLaren for British GT series

HHC Motorsport will switch
itsallegiance from Ginetta
to McLaren after signinga
multi-year partnership to
runthe marque’s570S

GT4s as an official McLaren
Customer Racingteam

in British GT.

The Yorkshire-based outfit,
which won British GT at the
first time of askingin 2017
with Will Tregurtha and
Stuart Middletonin a Ginetta
G55 GT4, will enter two 570S

GT4s in the championship
this season, with potential
for a parallel programme
in European GT4.

After winning at
Rockingham last year,
Callum Pointon will
remain with HHC and
will be partnered by Dean
Macdonald, whoraced
alongside GT4 champion
Jack Mitchell at Century
Motorsport for the final
three rounds of 2018 and

hasprevious experience
of McLaren fromracing
with Garage 59in 2017.
The second pairingis
beingfinalised.

HHC’s Charlie Kemp told
Motorsport News that he
expects the partnership
to bear fruit quickly.

“Wenever enter anything
without thinking that we’ve
gotachance of winningit,”
he said.

“T've got every faith that

we will continue to do what
wenormally do whichis
hit the ground runningand
hopefully we’re in the fight
for the championship come
thelastround.”

MN understands that the
team would not be severing
its ties with Ginetta, which
isnot represented on
the 2019 grid, although
McLaren personnel will
support the team in British
GT thisyear.

Combhe adds Mini class

to Hot Hatch series

The Castle Combe Circuit’s Hot
Hatch Challenge Series will
introduce a class for Mini R53s
in 2019 after interest from
potential competitors.

The circuit’s Hot Hatch series
was launched in 2017 and has
attracted impressive grids
since, usually consisting of
nearly 30 cars.

Steve Weston, Castle Combe
Racing Club competitions
director, claims several
drivers approached the club
about introducing a Mini
class which will be open to
supercharged machines.

“We have got a few loyal
local competitors and my
understanding is there’s three,
maybe four, who have got JCW

Popular:Combe’sHot Hatch series

Minis who came to us and said
if they had a class for them they
would join,” he said.
“If we made another class then
they can race against each other.
“Ithink there’s alot of interest
around Minis at the moment
because it’s their 60th anniversary
and they are joining TOCA in
2020, but that’s obviously a
story this year.”

D)
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Photo: Jakob Ebrey

Winners of British motorsport’s
most prestigious titles

attended Motorsport UK’s
annual Night of Champions
awards evening at the Royal
Automobile Club last Saturday.
On hand to present the awards
were FIA president JeanTodt
and chairman of Motorsport
UKDavid Richards. They
were joined by a series of
special award winners, each
recognised for outstanding
achievementintheirareas

of contribution to the sport.
One ofthem was James
Newbold, editox of MIN’s

sister publication Autosport
Performance, whowas
presented with the Motorsport
UKYoung Journalist of the
Yearaward.
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ByJack Benyon

National motorsport took a giant
leap towards safety last week
when an EU committee voted

to exclude the sport from
aninsurance law which had
threatened to send it spiralling
into chaos.

The 2014 Vnuk court caseseta
precedent thatall vehiclesinthe EU
should haveinsurance, evenif they
are beingused on privateland, and
that the Motor Insurance Directive
(MID)was beinginterpreted
incorrectly. The MID isthe document
that tells EU countries how to make

motorinsurancerules.

That would mean all cars competing
inmotorsporteventsin Europe would
need tobeinsured individually, and
instancessuchascarscollidingona
racetrack could becomeroad traffic
accidents and involve the police.

Dan Dalton, an MEP for the West
Midlands, isthe son of a former
marshal and timekeeper and had
putforward the motion of excluding
motorsport from the amended
wording of the MID tothe EU
Parliamentary committee he sitson.

The internal market committee
voted onthe amendment last Tuesday
(January 22) and sided with excluding

Tweaks have been made to the Revolution prototype’s specification

motorsport from theimplementation
of thenew insurance law.

Dalton had previously said that
theresult was “too closetocall”.

The amendment stillneedstobe
passed by the main parliament, but
itrarely goesagainst the decisions
of its committees and the votein
the committee was seenasthe
mostimportant.

“Iamrelieved that my fellow MEPs
from this committee listened tomy
concerns about therisk thisdraft
law posesto British motorsport,”
Dalton told Motorsport News.

“Astheson of aformer marshal,
Iknow that thisis a way of life for

L T

No insurance
for crashes

many peopleinthe UK. Thisisa
victory for common senseregulation.
“Whathappensnextisthatall MEPs
will vote on this compromise at one
of the next meetingsin Strasbourg.
“Thiscould beasearly as February
Asageneralrule, they will follow what
hasbeen agreed by our committee.”
Despite the success, Motorsport UK
CEOHugh Chambershas warned that
motorsportisn’toutof the woods yet.
Thelaw still needs to be passed before
EUelectionsin May. If itisn’t passed
by then, it would likely have to start
again andthat could be catastrophic
for Britain asitlikely won’'t have any

MEPs by then because of Brexit. k=

-y

Twelve new Revolution cars the aim for first race

Revolution Race Cars has finalised
the specification of the fledgling
manufacturer’s first prototype,
having made a number of tweaks
to the Ford V6-engined machine.

The car will compete in the new-
for-2019 UK Sports Prototype Cup
series, in which Revolutions will
race alongside the BARC Radical
SR3 Trophy (open to RSX, RS and
SuperSport models).

“There’s so much you don’t know
until you build one, but we’ve
taken 30kg out of the tub, a similar
amount from the body, now
simplified from 53 components to
23, and made a carbonfibre crash

box,” said Revolution spokesman
Roger Green.

“The muleta has covered several
thousand miles, and customer tests
at the Autodromo Internacional
Algarve start on January 29. We
have deposits on 10 cars and 12
drivers booked to try it in Portugal
before hopefully committing.
We’re aiming for 12 cars on the
grid at Silverstone on April 27.”

Sports Prototype Cup promoter
James Bailey has appointed
Amanda Abbott, long-time Radical
Sportscars’ championship manager
(and wife of Revolution principal
Phil) as series coordinator.

Photos: Jakob Ebrey, Richard Styles

Rawlings moves into Mini
Challenge with Jamsport

Monoposto 1000 frontrunner Tom
Rawlings will graduate to the Mini
Challenge with Jamsport this year.

Rawlings willrace the Mini JCW
campaigned by champion Ant
Whorton-Ealeslast season, having
tested the machine at Snetterton and
Donington Park before Christmas.

Seventeen-year-old Rawlings, who was
thirdin the Formula 1000 Junior Rally
Championshipin 2017, endured amixed
debut seasonin circuitracinglast year.

He took multiple pole positions, won
twice and claimed a total of five podiums
fromthe sixraces hefinished, but
suffered from poor reliability on his
Suzuki-engined Speads. Heisfocusing
onacareer away from single-seaters.

“Welooked at Formula 4, British F3,
and there was just nowherereally after
thattobranch off,” said Rawlings. “With
this, you’ve got GT Cup, British Touring
Cars—there’sabit more opportunity.”

Rawlingsis planning some warm-
weather testing overseas before the
new season, and will join the already-
announced Harry Gooding at Jamsport,
alongsidereturnee Calum Kingand
Excelr8refugee Stuart Gibbs.

Luke Reade will alsoremainin the
category this year, with the former
Renault UK Clio Cup driver competing
with Excelr8.

@ Cooper Pro classfrontrunner Toby
Goodman willracein thedivision again
this season with Excelr8. Hefinished
thirdinthe standingsin 2018.

BMW Car Club expects
capacity grid at Donington
Theboss of BMW Car Club Racing
believes a42-car capacity gridis
possible for the season-openinground
atDonington Park and is “worried”
about turning competitors away.

The clubhad considerable success
attracting competitorsinits debut season
last year—even though several BMW
racingseries already existed—with 21
competinginitsinaugural Castle Combe
round and 31 in May’s Silverstone event.

Series coordinator Neil McDonald
hastold Motorsport News that interest
in the categoryis continuingto grow
for 2019, tothe point that entries may
exceed the42-car circuit capacity for
the Donington GP curtain-raiser
taking place on April 22.

“We’ve got somuch interest we’re
worried about having too many drivers
but hopefully that won’t beanissue,”
said McDonald.

“We’ve got abig capacity because
we’redoingthe Grand Prix circuitsoit
should be fine but we don’t know until
peopleregister atthe end of the day
with any of these things. Butlet’shope
we don’thave to turn anyone away.”

Drivers whoplantorace duringthe
seasoninclude two-time Kumho BMW
championand BTCCdriver Rick Kerry,
ex-Kumho and BMW Cup champion
Kevin Denwood and two-time Northern
Saloons champion Mike Cutt.

The forthcoming 2019 eight-
round season will alsobe BMW
Car ClubRacing’sfirst asa points-
paying championship.

Alhone’s title-winning cars will still race in 2019

Thetwo cars driven to RGB Sports
1000 titles by Billy Albone will still be
raced this year despite hisretirement.

Albone won the 2017 and ’18 titles
aboard Spire machinery but has
decided totake a step back from
racingtofocus on his business.

Paul Nightingale, founder of the
team, confirmed that both Spire GT3
cars would still be back outin the
series this season inthe hands of
Ryan Yarrow and Richard Morris.

“[Yarrow] wasracing one of ours

for hisfirst season [in RGBlast
year] and he was getting fairly
quick,”said Nightingale.

“He was driving one of the old
models so he will benefit from the
newer model [2017 car].

“Morris, we ran him at Donington
Parkinatestday.

“The 2018 car has different front
suspension [compared to the 2017
car],ithasrevised geometry and a
dry-sump Suzukiengine instead
of aHonda.”
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Albone (1) took back-to-backRGB ports 1000 titledriving in Spire 3s but as decided toretire from racin
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FUCHS LUBRICANTS in association with
Clitheroe and District Motor Club are pleased to announce

A NEW CHAMPIONSHIP FOR CLASSIC MINIS

Formed to fill a void left by other championships and devised in a
format with simple class structure and the highest quality asphalt
rallies around the United Kingdom, for contenders
to demonstrate their skills and abilities.

~ QUALIFYING EVENTS

9th February Jack Neal Rally Lincolnshire Single Venue Airfield
10th March Tour of Epynt Mid Wales Military Ranges

21st April Warcop Stages Cumbria Military Ranges

10th May Manx National Leg 1 Isle of Man Closed Road

11th May Manx National Leg 2 Isle of Man Closed Road

20th July Down Rally Northern Island Closed Road

4th August Solway Coast Rally  Southern Scotland  Military Ranges

28th September Patriot Stages South East Wales Single Venue Military
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Championship Coordinator - Chris Woodcock
07973 830695 / chris@classicminichallenge.co.uk
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‘Watts and Soper

won Group 1 award’

Legends recognised, below

Photos: Paul Lawrence

TAPIO
MAKINEN

Brother ofrally legend
Age: 70 Liives:Finland

His brotherwasTimo
“When my big brother Timo was
driving in the rally world and making
aname for himselfinthe 1960s,

I took responsibility of the family
transport company. | participated
inafewralliesinthe late 1960s

but it was justas ahobby.”

Heis doing the Historic
Monte

“On my 70th birthday my children
showed me a picture of myself
takenin Alastaro circuitand said
that was the last time [ looked
relaxed. They said they want the
same look back on myface and
that's why they signed me up for
Rallye Monte Carlo Historique.”

He’sneverbeenbefore
“I'have never beenin Rallye Monte
Carlo oreven to Monte Carlofora
Formula 1 race. Work took all of my
time when Timo was at the top of
therally world. Timo diedin 2017.”

His brotherwonin 1965
“The race is driven with the rules
from Automobile Club Monaco
for cars built between 1955 and
1980. Rallye Historique is also
reserved only to car models, which
have participated in Rallye Monte
Carlo between these years. My
brother Timo won the competition
in 1965 in a Mini Cooper S with
his British co-driver Paul Easter.
Our main goalis tofinish the rally.”

He’sinaTriumphTR3
“The Triumph TR3 is small, low,
narrow and heavy. Timo praised
Triumph's torque of the engine. He

MAKINEN'S BROTHERIN

MONTE CARLO DEBUT

Timo’s sibling Iapio to tackle Historique in Triumph

By Paul Lawrence

The brother of the late
Timo Makinen will drive
Timo’s first rally caron
this week’s Rallye Monte
Carlo Historique.

Tapio Makinen will make
an emotional debut on the
rallyinhiselder brother’s
Triumph TR3.

The Finnish driver will be
among more than 300 starters
ontheeventthatrecreatesthe

Monte Carlo Rally of the 1950s.

The week-long event starts

today from multiple points and

concludes with anight section

onthe Colde Turini. The cars
starting from Glasgow will
visit Banbury town centre

Timo was a rallying star

tomorrow (Thursday).

Tapio Makinen celebrated
his 70th birthday recently
with a special present from
his children. They secretly
arranged for him to be entered
inthe Monte Historiquein

TR3. Co-driver Kari Temonen

has contested therallyasa

co-driver three times before.
Timo’s career started in 1959

Timo’sfirstrally car,a Triumph

and hisfirstrally car wasthe
1957 Triumph TR3, purchased
in the spring of 1959. Timo,
who worked asa delivery
driver in their family business,
wanted to contest the biggest
motorsporteventsin Finland
and the 19591000 Lakes Rally,
now Rally Finland, was only
hissecond event.
Hewentontotakemany
successes at the top of the

Tapio Makinen and co-
driver Kari Temonen

sport, but his younger brother
Tapio focused his attention on
thefamily business. Timo
passed away in 2017.

Brothers Steve and Tony
Graham (Lancia Fulvia) are
among 10 British crews on the
entrylist, which alsoincludes
John Buffum (Porsche911),
Jurgen Barth (Porsche 924)
and former GT racer Daniele
Perfetti(Lancia Stratos).

WRC hattlers Neuville and Hirvonen to take on the Boucles de Bastogne challenge

World Rally Championship stars

Thierry Neuville and Mikko
Hirvonen head the spectacular
300-car entry for this weekend’s
Boucles de Bastogne, the biggest

Corsahefirstused a year ago,
while Hirvonenisina Ford
Escort MKk2.

British driver Alan Walker
will tackle the event for the first

hefacesabigchallenge.
“Itisgoingto be amassive
adventure,” said Walker. “It’s
likearoadrally in the daylight:
flat-outrallying with passage

stages and then on Saturday
night we geta YouTubelink
for Sunday’s gravel stages.
“We’re stayingin the same
placeas MikkoHirvonensol

Formula 2 prize

The Historic Sports Car Club
has announced a new award
forthe Historic Formula 2 FIA
International Series. The
Richardson Engineering ‘Spirit
of F2’ Trophy will be presented
atthe end of the season to the
driver who best typifies sporting
camaraderie in the series.

DAF up for sale

The ex-Tony Hazlewood DAF 55 V8
Super Saloon s up for sale. Hazlewood
originally built the carin the early

1970s and later bought it back and
restoreditintimetorunatthe 2011
Goodwood Festival of Speed. It has
only been used for demonstrations
since and is now being offered for

sale due to Hazlewood'sllness.

Arxctic Circle full
Dutch organisers Classic Events
NL have already received 20
entries for the 4400-mile Arctic
Circle Rally, which starts near
Berlin onJune 13 2020.

Brits in Belgium
British crews contesting this
weekend's Boucles de Bastogne

in Belgium include frontrunners Tim
Pearcey and Neil Shanks in their Ford
Escort Mk2. Joining them is the Fiat
131 of Andrew Siddall/Alex Lee, while
running in the demonstration section
are the Subaru Imprezas of Steve
Rockingham and Martyn Spurrell.

Clubmans meetup
An open meeting for anyone
interested in Classic Clubmans
will be held at the White Horse
Pub, Stocks Hill near Silverstone,
starting at 1030hrs on Saturday
February 9. Competitors, engine
builders and series officials will
all be hand to meet prospective
newcomers to the championship.

Watts and Soper
Patrick Watts and Steve Soper have
been awarded the Tony Dron Trophy

timein hisEscort Mk2 and the
leading BHRC contender knows

reckonmy only chanceistoget
him inthebar on Friday night!”

controls. We’ll be making our
ownnotesfor Saturday’s asphalt

historicrally of the season.
Neuville will drive the Opel

forlastyear's Group 1 section of the
Historic Touring Car Challenge in
Watts' Ford Capri. They earned the
Tricentrol Cup as won by Dron during
the British Saloon Car Championship
race atthe 1977 British Grand Prix.

said the car's low centre of gravity
was a benefit, except the jumping
qualities were non-existent.”

Itwillbe anadventure
“I'have heard that itis a fine event
honouring the old rally traditions.
This competition is a valuable
culturalevent. | haven'tdriven
atallinthe Alpes Maritimes. I've
visited afew times as a tourist.
It's nice to feel the atmosphere of
the golden times of my brother’s
careerinacar he started his
journey with. We go to support
thisfine rally event's culture.”

Gordon Spice Trophy for Silverstone Classic

the British Saloon Car
Championship for five seasons
between 1976 and 1980, lifting
the classtitle on each occasion.
“The Capri was by far the
easiestcarleverraced,” he
recalled. “There was absolutely
nothing complicated about
it—therear-drive chassis was
simple totune, soithandled
really, really well. It was just
abrilliant motor car.”

Fifty years of the Ford Capri will
be marked at the Silverstone
Classic with a special award
from one of the greatest ever
Capriracers, Gordon Spice.
Spice, now aged 78, will
present the one-off Gordon
Spice Trophy to thefirst Capri
home in the Historic Touring
Car Challengerace at the July
event. Spice was the most
successful Capriracerin

Legends awards
Chris Ward and John Young (Lister
Knobbly) were honoured at the
recent Motor Racing Legends
awards with the presentation

of the Stirling Moss Trophy, the
trophy won by Moss for his first
British GP win in 1955 at Aintree.
John Ure and Nick Wigley
collected the Royal Automobile
Club Woodcote Trophy for their
successful season in their
Cooper Bristol T24/25.

Gordon Spice was
a master in a Capri

Record breakers and speed kings to he celebrated at this year’s Goodwood Festival

The central themeforthe
Goodwood Festival of Speed
ondJuly 4-7will be ‘Speed Kings—
Motor Sport’s Record Breakers’.
The 27th edition of the hillclimb
will celebrate the people and the

past, present and future. The
teamis workingtoensurethe
paddocks are bursting with
themosttalented drivers
alongside themosticonic
racemachines.”

wins, the most championships,
fastestlaps, pole positions
and many more.

Goodwood’s Will Kinsman
said: “We will celebrate the
ultimate heroes of motorsport

machinesthat set the benchmark
orraisedthebar. Aswellasa
focuson the Land Speed Record,
every area of record breaking
inmotorsport will be marked,
including the most consecutive
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Hybrid cars will be
in the WRC in 2022

By David Evans
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The World Rally Championship
will introduce hybrid or electric
regulations in time for the

2022 season.

FIA president Jean Todt confirmed
the futureregulationsto Motorsport
News duringlast week’s Monte Carlo
Rally. Todt talked of hisfrustrationsat
thelack of progressinintroducingany
form of sustainable technology to the
WRC and lay the blame for that firmly
atthedoor of the manufacturers.

“Myself, 'm completely in favour of
takingintoaccounttheevolution of
motoringforrallying,” hesaid. “And
clearlyitisabigfrustration formenotto
seethatrallyinghasengaged on atleast
some hybrids and some new technology.

“Thereasonis,Iam told by people who
aretheretorunthebusiness,isthat
manufacturersdon’t want [it]. They
don’t want to change theregulation.
Theydon’t want... it’salwaysthe
reason. Forme, thisis completely no
position; whenIgotomotor showsin
Frankfurt, Paris, China, Japan, Geneva,

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Todtannoyed byWRC shybrid delay

Ionly seenew technologies. For meit’s
frustratingto seein an FIA world event
they don’t want new technologies.

“Butnow, finally the manufacturers
say weneed some hybrids. The
technical people atthe FIA, with the
input of the manufacturers, [are]
workingtoimplementitin2022. The
reasonthisdidn’thappen earlieris
because they did not wantit.”

FIA rally director Yves Matton
added further detail, involving
specificregulation change. The
currentfive-year homologation

cycleruns from 2017-2021.

Mattonsaid: “We know very well
what our timeframeis, it will be in 2019
when werelease theregulationsand
this gives [the manufacturers]more
than enough time [tobeready].”

M-Sport Ford team principal Rich
Millener said the manufacturers
wereready and waiting tosee the
regulationsfor thefuture.

“There will be some form of hybrid
[in2022], that’samust,” said Millener.
“It’sthe only way some of the [current]
manufacturers will stay in the sport
andit’sthe only way for usto attract
new manufacturers. It’s soimportant
to getthoseregulations out this year.
If we can have thosein the middle of
this season then that gives the sport
sixmonthsto gotopossible new
manufacturerstosay: ‘Thisis what
we’ve got, do you wantit?’”

Millener admitted the process of
bringing a hybrid solution to the WRC
had takenlonger thanitmight have.

“Themanufacturers all want this,”
hesaid. “We all know we want it, but
the problemisagreeing what we want;

RID
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everybody is putting forward the
ideasforthe best solution that will
suittheir own product and that’s
understandable. The FIA needs to
takethose views away and come
back and tellsus what we’re going
todo. Weneed to know, for example,
will there be common [FTIA-supplied]
partsand, if so, what will they be?

“The main argument seemstobe
between low voltage and high voltage
hybrid systems—buthow dowe
integrate those systems and what do
weuseasabase? Will there be some
kind of standardised system across
the cars? We’re inlimboright now,
so weneed some direction—weneed
toknow will we as M-Sportneed some
outside assistance with this? When we
moved from the 2015-2017 specification
cars, the work was all still mechanical.
OK, there were different strategies and
technologies involved, but we could
dothat work ourselves with the help
we getfrom Ford.”

While the WRCisstill baskingin
the glory of the current generation of
World Rally Cars, Millener said 2022 is

theright timefor change.

Headded: “Ithink the timingisjust
aboutright: theregs come atsome
point this year, we start designing the
car early next year and we then have
oneseasontotestthe carin2021. The
end of thefive-year cycleistheright
timetodothis. The current cars will
have done theirjob by then. Itlooks
like we’re goingtohave another really
competitive season again this year
and for the twofollowing, but then
it’stimeforachange.”

Thekey challengesfacinga hybrid
and electric solution for the WRC
revolve around theroaming nature
of thediscipline. The average loop on
a WRCround involves the cars being
away from service for around 170 miles
with 50 of those being competitive
andrunningin ‘stage’ mode. Anall-
electricsolutionisunlikely, even
though PSA Group CEO Carlos Tavares
hasadmitted to MN that afull electric
solution would be the most sellable
optionfor the French firm. There’salso
discussion of syntheticfuels, but the
feelingisthatthis doesn’t gofar enough.

HOW OGIER GOT HIS CITROEN RETURN OFF TO A FLYING START > > JPAGE 20
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‘Tanak set some

blistering times’
Monte Carlo report, p20
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Mercedes Formula 1 star Valtteri
Bottashasvowed toreturntorallying
after a successful debut atlast week’s
ArcticRally.

The Finn finished the Rovaniemi-based
eventinfifth overall and set a fastest time
inhis M-Sport-run Ford Fiesta WRC.
Co-driven by two-time world champion
Timo Rautiainen, Bottas said: “This was
averyniceexperience. One goalI had
before the start wasto gettothefinish
lineand we madeit. Welearnedalot
duringtherally and the speed got
higherall the time—and confidence
inmy drivingalso got better.

“Everything went as planned: we
started quite calmly and then gradually
increased speed. We were able to avoid
bigmistakes, even though wehad afew
moments. Ifeel greatand it wasniceto
beabletodrivethe quickest stage time
onone of the special stages.

“My co-driver Timo wasahugehelpin
the projectand Ilearned from himalot.
I'mvery happy with our cooperation and
the project. [Atthe]latest next year we

willdrive our nextrally herein Rovaniemi.”

Bottas took fifth on
the Arctic Rally

Rautiainen, whoreturnstothe
co-driver’sseat alongside Marcus
Gronholm atnext month’sRally
Sweden, added: “Therally went very
well. Already at thefirstrally test[in
aGroup N Mitsubishi]I had afeeling
this could work. On the following World
Rally CartestsI knew this could definitely
work. Still thisachievement was a
surprise; the driving style of Valtteri
was mature and there were nomistakes.

“Hedidn’thave any fear in the quick
parts. Medium-speed turns were the
places where we stilllost some time. This
was a great way to approach therally, it
was an unbelievable performance.”

M-Sport team principal Rich Millener
said: “Theboys were very impressed
withhisdriving. Asyou’d expect with a
Formula 1driver, the speed was nothing
toworry about for him, but histechnique
between the trees wasreally good. One
of the differencesthe engineersnoticed
thathedidn’t gotofull throttle all the
time, he’sused to searchingfor the
grip—whereas these boys, assoonas
they have grip, they’re full throttle.”
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| R

Kristoffersson wins again

Valtteri Bottas wasn’t the only driver
impressing out of his comfortzoneatthe
weekend - two-time World RX champion

Johan Kristoffersson scored his secondrally
wininamonth ashe preparesfor Rally Sweden.

Driving a Volkswagen Polo GTIR5 prepared
and run by his own team, Kristoffersson
was quickest on four of eight stages tobeat
Patrik Flodin to victory on the Mekonomen-
Bergslagsrallytin Sweden. He also won the
Romjulsrally in Norway on thelast weekend
of lastyear.

Kristoffersson will tackle afurther one-day
eventin Sweden on Saturday ahead of his
home WRCround. The 30-year-old was sixth
R5 carhome onthe Torsby-based event last
year andis hoping toimprove on thatrecord
having switched from a Skoda Fabia toaPolo
thistimearound.

“The car was fantastic,” he said. “From
thefirstmetre we had no problem atall.
I'menjoyingtherallying and reallylooking
forward to Rally Sweden next month. It
will be nice to see what sort of speed the
other guysin WRC2are bringing.”

Toyota boss disappointed Casino Square wasn’t used for the start

Toyota team principal Tommi
Makinen has called for the
organisers of the season-opening
World Rally Championship
round to put Monte Carloback
attheheartof theroute.

Makinen calls for more Monte Carlo miles

in Monte Carlo Rally —now we
don’tknow thatatall. We start
thisrally from the middle of
France. We need to put Monte
Carloback intothe Monte
Carlo. Weneed tomake this
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‘“It felt like an
extended French
series round’

irstthere was Gilles Panizzi. And
then Francois Delecour. Both of
them wandering the streets of
Monaco - nottogether | might
add - entirely unmolested on
the weekend of the opening
round of the World Rally Championship.On
the weekend of the Monte Carlo Rally.

Something was amiss. How could it be that such
legends of French rallying were untroubled by folk
looking to stand aside them before grinning inanely
attheirown telephone?

It's relatively simple, really. There was a genuine
danger that blinking would have meant missing the
WRC'’s visit to the world's most famous principality.

What's become a traditional Thursday evening
ceremonial start from Casino Square was
dropped this year. The schlep from the service
park in Gap down to Monaco and back is
something that's long been moaned about.

Last week highlighted how misguided such
views were. In the words of Toyota team principal
and four-time winner of the world’s most famous
rally Tommi Makinen: “We need to put the Monte
Carlo backin Monte Carlo.”

And we must.

Without Thursday night, the only interaction
between Monte Carlo and its rally — apart from the
finish celebrations —came when the cars arrived in
town after dark on Saturday and departed before
dawn on Sunday morning. Had it not been for
Michelin’s tyre transporter and arandom Toyota
Gazoo Racing truck, you could easily have passed
through without really knowing the rally was on.

Makinen advocates turning the event on its head:
basing it out of Monaco again and then taking a
couple of long loops up into the Hautes-Alpes
with either an overnight in Gap oraremote service
before extending the Alpes-Maritimes action
beyond the Turiniand Col de Braus stages.

llove Gap and | love being based in the heart
of the event, but last week it felt like the best cars

Makinen admitted he was
disappointed nottosee Monaco’s
Casino Square being used for the
ceremonial start of last week’s
season-opener. “WhenIwas
competing we were based always
in Monte Carlo,” the four-time
event winner told Motorsport
News. “Alwaysthere was areally
fantasticatmosphere around
the place and you knew you were

event more of achallenge again.
“Why not startfrom Monte

andthen comeoutonalong

loop with six different stages

split by aremote service one day

andthen sameagainthenext?”
WRC Promoter Oliver Ciesla

said areturnto Casino Square for

nextseason was one of the points

tobediscussed with the organiser,

the Automobile Club of Monaco.

Neuville concerned hy rapid Toyota pace

Monte CarloRally runner-up
Thierry Neuvillehasurged
Hyundai tokeeplookingfor more
developments asthe Belgian fears
the pace Toyota demonstrated
atlast week’s season opener.

Ott Tanak was the highest-
placed Yaris WRCfinisherin
third, with Jari-Matti Latvala
and Kris Meeke fifth and sixth.

Talking about the pace of the
Japanese manufacturer, Neuville
told Motorsport News: “They are
dangerous, we said this before,
but weseeitagainhere.Ihope
we have more coming with our
car,

we are still pushing hard.

Butthe speed from Tanak was
strongandthen Kris[Meeke]
onthepowerstage—OK, he
saved histyresall day for this,
but he was four seconds faster
than anybody and six faster
thanus-that’salot.”

Neuville startsnext month’s
Rally Sweden chasing back-to-
back winsin the snow, but he
knowshishopes will rest with
the weather.

“Last year we saw what
happened to the cars atthefront,
theyhadnochance,” hesaid.
“IThope thistime the conditions
arealittlebit different!”

Belgian ha 11ed on Hyundai to make more evelopents

and drivers in the world were competing onan
extended French Championship round.

There were afew in Gap who pointed to mine being
acomplicated position on this one. As you know,
Motorsport Network was proud to host the launch of
the WRC at Autosport International earlier this month
and there was afeeling that a Thursday in Monaco
might render Birmingham redundant. Utter nonsense.

Appreciation for the launch across the WRC was
universal and, coming 12 days ahead of Monte Carlo,
it provides a perfectly timed springboard into the
new season. Casino Square complementsthe NEC
perfectly. It's possible that's the first time that sentence
has ever been written, but it's absolutely true.

Looking beyond the logistics, what a fabulous
start to the season round one provided. An
absolute thriller that's sure to act as a precursor
to asensational year. Understandably, there were
frustrations at WRC Promoter’s All Live service
falling down from time to time and | can completely
understand that feeling of being short-changed. But
| watched first hand as those in charge worked night
after night in pursuit of a workable solution. They're
getting there. We've taken abigleap inthe last 12
months and we're in a different world from 2017.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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GRONHOLM'S PAGE STUNNER

Iwo-time champion impresses Toyota team with Finland test speed

thetestroad and find thatIcanstilldo
whatIdo, but when we gotothestages
Idon’thave therhythm that these guys
have who are drivingin these carsall the
time.Iwant to enjoy myself. I will take
away all of therisk from the notes—you
know I have the word ‘maybe’ therein
thenotes before tomaybe got flat out,
but this time I won’t have that word.
Iwanttoreachthefinish.”

Gronholm will test the car for one
more day in search of afinal pre-event
set-up justahead of the February 14-17,
Torsby-based event.

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Marcus Gronholm stunned the
Toyota Gazoo Racing team with
his pace at the first of two tests
aboard a Yaris WRC ahead of his
return to competition in Rally
Sweden next month.

The two-time world champion was
drivingthe carin anger for the first time
in Finland last week. He completed 100
miles of runninginhisonedayinthe
car and, while the team remained tight-
lipped on his pace, it’s clear he was close
tothe squad’s current crop of drivers.

Gronholm refused to be drawn into

drive, thisisimportant. Of course, it took
alittletimeto getintoit, butit wasnice.”

Gronholm hasn’t competed at the
highestlevel since finishing 21st on
Rally Swedenin a Ford Focus RS WRC
in2010. Heranfifth initially, but his
event was spoiled by an electrical
problem aboard his private car.

The Finn did, however, record fastest
time on hisfavourite stage, Sagen. But
talk of an overall challengeis far from
hismind ahead of next month’srally.

“Thereisabsolutely no chance for
me,” he said. “It’sone thingto godown

talk potentially pushingfor a sixth
Rally Sweden win, but admitted he was
surprised athow quickly he’dfeltat
homein the car which wonlast year’s
manufacturers’ world championship.

“Idrovethis cartwoyearsagoonthe
Harju[street] stage at Rally Finland,”
hetold Motorsport News.

“Beforethathad done maybe six
miles of testing and that’s all. Since
thenIdidn’tdrive.

“Thefeeling camereally quickly in
the snow when I was testing this time.
The car was very, very good and easy to

CHEINR-GT

Porsche has confirmed its
competition departmentin
Weissach will developitsfirst
official rally car for the 2020 season.
The German manufacturer
will prepare arally version of the
motorsport-only 718 Cayman GT4
Clubsporttoenterthe FIAR-GT
Cupnextyear. While thereisno
official confirmation, there’s strong
speculation of a one-make series
forthe425bhp machine as well.
Former FIA R-GT Cup winner

The 718 Cayman GT4 motor

new development programme.
“The comparatively low operating

andPorschefactory driver Romain
Dumashasbeeninvolvedinthe
development of a Cayman GT4
Rallye Concept Car. Dumasdrove
thisascoursecaratlastyear’s
Rally Germany.

While next year’s motorisbased on
the all-new GT4revealed last month,
Dumas’ efforts were akey factorin
Porsche’sofficial return torallying.

A communication from Porsche
Motorsport stated: “The appearance
of the Porsche Cayman GT4 Rallye

cost of thenew R-GT-regulation
vehicleisamajor advantage,
thankstoits close affinity tothe
productioncar.”

The 718 GT4 Clubsportrunsa
3.8-litreflat sixengineand
rear-wheel-drive configuration.

Porschehasenjoyed successin g
rallying, winning the Monte Carlo
with Vic Elford, Bjorn Waldegard
and Jean-Pierre Nicolas and Corsica
with Jean-Luc Therier. Much of that
success has, however, come through

Concept Caratthe2018 Rallye
Deutschland yielded positive
feedback. Theresponsefrom the
rally fan camp, teams, drivers and
series organisers was a decisive
factorin goingahead with the

the work of private preparation

firms such asProdrive. The British "
team workedonthe911SCforworld ¢

championshiprallies before this )

car became the basis of the 959

which would go on to win Dakar. =y
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Dumas has woken
Porsche up to rallying
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Evanshas

Welshman Evans determined to bounce hack after shunt curtails his challenge on Monte Carlo Rally

northern Finland this week.

“I'mlooking forward to getting
straight back toit,” hesaid. “It
wasn’t part of the planto start on
abadnote,sol wanttoputthat
rightimmediately and then get
going with Sweden.”

different, but maybe there wasa
particularly low griplevel there—a
few other cars were close. We went off
and there was a steep bank with trees
ontheoutside, that dragged the car
inand we ended up staying there.”
Evanswill beback in the Fiestain

puncture delaminated and dropped
him to seventh and he then went off
theroad and crashed heavily in SS10.

“Wehad a straightforward left-
hander we’d used many, many
times,” said Evans. “Ididn’t believe
IThad done anything massively

Elfyn Evansflew directly from last
week’s Monte Carlo Rally to begin his
Rally Sweden pre-event test—with
the Welshman determined to put his
round-one crash firmly behind him.

Evanshad been runningsixthin
his Ford Fiesta WRC before a

Citroen engineers press on with investigation into Lappi’s painful engine failure to find a fix

still take the win, but we have

to work on these things and get
themright. It’s nice for us to take
the 100th win - we are still the
most successful manufacturer
in the sport and to do this in the
100th year of Citroen shows the
rally story is very strong for us.”
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comment until the results of
that work had arrived.

“I am not happy with what
happened to Esapekka,” he
said. “We have to find this and
fix it and the same with what
happened to Sebastien on
Sunday. We know this was a

Work on fixing the engine fault
which silenced Esapekka Lappi’s
Citroen C3 WRC began before the
Monte Carlo Rally even finished.
The French squad began
investigating the issue
immediately and Pierre Budar
declined to make further

problem with the throttle, but
we don’t know exactly what was
thereason. It was so frustrating
that we could not get near to the
car to find out what was going
on -fortunately he [Ogier] could
make this repair himself and he
could manage this problem to

Citroenwas down to one car after Lapp1 swoe

GIVING FEMALES A LAUNCHPAD TO MOTOR RACING SUCCESS

SOLUTIONS
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MN’S MAN ON THE MANX

CHRIS
BOYDE

“Has national
rallying turned
a corner?”

‘British win on the
Monte for Greensmith’ |
WRC support action, p22

Armstrong’s 16 livery
can be used in game

Reigning World Rally
Championship eSports
champion Jon Armstrong will
returnto competition forthe
firsttimein 16 monthsonthe
Galway International Rally in
aFord FiestaR5as part of his

work with the DiRTvideo game.

Armstrong—whoimpressed
ontwo prize outingsina
DMACK Ford FiestaR5in
the 2017 WRC2 series—hasn’t
competed since Rally Spain
of that year.

Codemasters, the company
behind thenew DiRT game—

whichisreleased on February 26
thisyear-isbacking Armstrong
inaDerek McGarrity-run Fiesta
R5inthelrish Tarmac Rally
Championship season opener.

“Ithinkitwillbeareally good
talking point for the game, when
people see the DiRTname onthe
sideof the car,” said Armstrong,
who will be partnered by usual
navigator Noel O’Sullivan on
theevent.

“It’sreally nice they see the
valueinmedoingtherally and
beingtheface of thegame.It’s
goingtobeinterestingto see

how the community of gamers
respond toitandIthink they
willrespect the company even
more when they seethey are
actively takingpartinarally.”
The Northern Irish driver has
beenkey in developingthe new
game—alongside East African
Safari winner Ryan Champion -
whichis supposed to perform
morelike a simulator, closely
mirroringreality. Thefranchise
isacontinuation of the famous
Colin McRae Rally games.
Armstrongishopeful of
fightingatthefrontand that

the outing could spawn more
rallyinginreality this year.

“It’saone-off attheminute,”
headded.

“If thefirst one goes well, it
would be hard nottotry and get
the budget together and dosome
more. Hopefully I'll get a test
before therally to get up to speed.

“Idon’tknow what to expect.
Icouldbeabitrusty, but
hopefully doing eSports haskept
the competitive mindset active.

“There’s25R5carsand a
good scope of people to compare
ourselves to, like CraigBreen.”

RS rally return f‘or Pearson in- SRC bid-

Perennial SRC frontrunner Pearson for full season

Garry Pearson will return championship title this onerallyin2017and last
tothe Scottish Rally season, starting with the year only saw sporadic
Championship this year Coogie UrquhartSnowman  outings, butthe desireto
for afirstfull-season since Rally on February9. getback ontop wasas
helostthe2016titleona “Ithink 2016 was one of greatasever.
final-stageretirement. the closestfinishesin the “This season will
Ford Fiesta R5driver history of the ScottishRally  certainly be aboutthe
Pearson only had sporadic Championship and when titleand my goal ismost

outingsin2017and 18, but
hassecuredthe services
of co-driver Dale Bowen

forhisattemptatthe “Sadly, I only contested

youthink thatit’s51 years
old this year, itreally says
something,” said Pearson.

certainly to become Scottish
championin2019.Thave
somethingto prove and
show my full potential.”

Entry levels
The North West Stages
can start 120 cars, not
100 as stated in last
week’s Motorsport
News. The Garstang
event runs closed-road
stages for the first
time thisyear, and
hasreceived over 160
entriesinwhatsome
are expecting tobe
one of the best rallies of
the UK calendaryear.

Kelly’si20 RS
Manus Kelly has chosen
aHyundaii20 R5 for his
Irish assault this year.

The three-time Donegal
International winner will
contest the Galway Rally
on February 9, butis yetto
committo a full lrish Tarmac

calendar, and hasn't done
soforanumber of years.
He will be joined in Galway
by Paul Barrettin a Ford
Fiesta R5, who confirmed
his participation last week.

Consultation
The Scottish
Government
consultationinto
closed-roads for
motorsport concluded
on Monday (January
28). MN understands
over 200 people
answered the
questionnaire, which

is a part of the process
forany new law. The
findings will be collated
and then it will be
decided ifthe law is put
to parliament for a vote.

Rally First champion Hodge bha

Rally First champion Dominic Hodge
will take on the 1400S classin this year’s
BTRDA armed with a wide-track Nissan
Micra, returning after a two-year absence
from full-time competition.
Bamptondriver Hodge, 67, narrowly
headed off Richard Wells in Rally First
1.4by four points, with three class wins.
Havingonly done one event since—the
Plains Rally in 2017-Hodge will now return
with the car prepared by Micra expert Matt
Humphris, and co-driven by his 2016
title-winning partner Stefan Arndt.
“Thefinancial controller, Mrs Hodge,
has given permission for the full season,”
said Hodge, who has been working on the
Dyson electric carinhis everyday job.
“IhavenocluehowIwilldo.If Icanbe
competitive, I will be happy. If we get the
odd class win, we’ll jump forjoy.”
Arulechange midway through last year
allowed events to seed 1400 cars further
forward. Since 2015, carshad run in order
of anticipated speed meaning the smaller
1400 and historic carsran at the back.
While Hodge saysthisisn’tthe only
reasonforhisreturn, ithasplayed apart.

runat

ckin the BTRDA

“Thebonus, definitely, is being able to
thefrontof thefield,” added Hodge.
“I'wouldn’tsayitistheonly reason for
returning, butit certainly helps.”

While the change camelast year, it
didn’t give crews much time torefettle
carsthathadbeen in hidingsince the
unpopularrule change.

Crews have been able to prepare since
June, and theresulthas been strong.
Only 16 1400-class carstook partinthe
BTRDA intheentirety of 2018, while 17
have entered for the season-opening
Cambrian alonethis year.
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s the major championships
gear up to start a new
campaign — MN Circuit
Championship excepted -
how welcome has it been
to see a New Year start
with such positivity at national level in
both the UK and Ireland?

Entry lists are filling on both sides of the Irish Sea;
North West Stages surge for entries was quite
incredible with over 160 entries forits 120 places,
while rumours say the opening Irish Tarmac
Championship counter in Galway next month might
host an astonishing 25 R5 crews, something that
would have been unthinkable just afew months ago.

The Scottish Government's closed roads
motorsport consultation ended on Monday, and
hopefully another step towards the return of events
north of the border follows. Meanwhile, the trickle
of new closed roads events to the south shows
both demand and excitement, that is matched by
new opportunities being announced on several
levels for our up and coming drivers.

It allleads to a genuine feeling that a bumper year
is in prospect, and that national rallying across
these islands may finally have turned a corner,
away from the insurance and regulatory gloom of
the past few years.

Encouragingly, on the Isle of Man we are also
seeing these green shoots.

The Manx Rally Championship begins on February
9 with a single venue event, the Jurby Stages. The
entry has already exceeded expectations interms
of both numbers and quality. The extent that strong
social mediaengagement has played in this, as
with the NW Stages, cannot be understated and
is alesson for all events going forward.

The last planned Jurby airfield events were
scrappedin 2015 and 2016 due to alack of
entries, despite it serving amuch-needed entry-
level route into the sport fornewcomers, given
that the remaining Manx events are all multi-day.
Over 10% of the entry received for this year's
eventis indeed from first timers.

Entries open for the Manx National Rally next
month and it will be interesting to see the level of
demand. Organisers Manx Auto Sport are hoping
to push the number of available places up towards
130 in expectation and many leading crews have
already booked ferries and accommodation, so
the signs are good.

The rally becomes a double-header round of
the Motorsport UK Asphalt Rally Championship
this year, but club president Mark Ellison confirms
that it will retain its compact timetable, with eight
stages on Friday evening into the night and eight
more on Saturday, covering 130 miles.

Further ahead, the question mark over Rally
Isle of Man will also hopefully become clearerin
the coming weeks. Clerk of the course Robert
Graham is hopeful that an event will happen this
term, though acknowledges there are still many
hurdles to overcome, and potential dates, format
and length are stillunder consideration. He is also
aware the clock s ticking.

So much fora quiet winter...

As elsewhere throughout the British Isles,
anticipation is high for action to begin.

AGREE/DISAGREE?

letters@motorsport-news.co.uk
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Rallying in The North of England ?

2019 NORTHERN STAGE RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

Forest Challenge

10 Feb Riponian Stages Rally (Ripon MSC) North Yorkshire www.riponian.co.uk

e associnon o KGR THE ASSQCIATON F
NORTHERN CAR CLUBS 3 Nov Malton Forest Rally (Malton MC) North Yorkshire www.maltonmc.co.uk NDRTHERN‘CAR CLUBS
7 Dec Grizedale Stages Rally (Furness DMC) Grizedale, www.grizedalestages.co.uk :
Tarmacadam Challenge
23 Mar North West Stages Rally (Motor Sport NW)  Fylde www.nwstages.co.uk
WWWANCECO.UK 21 Apr Warcop Stages Warcop Ranges www.northhumbersidemotorclub.co.uk
12 May Cetus Stages (Wigan MC) 3 Sisters www.wiganmotorclub.org.uk
STAGE 25 Aug Pendragon Stages Rally (Kirkby Lonsdale MC) Warcop www.pendragonstages.co.uk
23 Nov Hall Trophy Rally (Clitheroe DMC) Blyton www.cdmconline.co.uk
Lg ! Mixed Surface Challenge
cHAHp,@HSHW’s 17 Feb Jack Frost Stages (Darlington DMC) Croft www.darlington-motor-club.org.uk
:*__"—E'h 7 Apr Lookout Stages (Trackrod MC) Melbourne  www.trackrodmotorclub.co.uk/lookout
& 21 July Twyford Wood Stages (Mid Derbyshire MC)  Twyford Wood www.mid-derbyshiremc.co.uk
22 Sep Heroes Stages (Pendle DMC) Weeton Barr. www.pendledistrictmc.co.uk
6 Oct Harold Palin (Eastwood & DMC) Fulbeck www.eastwoodmotorclub.co.uk
2019 NORTHERN ROAD RALLY 2019
Date Event Club
19th/20th January Malton Laser Ryemoor Trophy Rally Malton Motor Club

9th/10th February
23rd/24th February

Vauxcare Bruce Robinson Rally
John Robson Rally

Lincoln Motor Cycle & Car Club
Hexham & District Motor Club

Promoting safer motorsport
across the North of England

14th/15th September
21st/22nd September
2nd/3rd November
16th/17th November

27th/28th April Primrose Trophy Rally Clitheroe & District Motor Club
15th/16th June Garstang & Preston Memorial Rally Garstang & Preston Motor Club
20th/21st July Maple Garage Beaver Rally Beverley & District Motor Club

Mercian Road Rally
Taybridge Clitheronian Rally
Dansport Rally

Rali Bryniau Clwyd

For further details please visit www.ancc.co.uk

We also run an Autotest / Autosolo Championship and a Car Trial Championship

Mercia Motor Sports Group
Clitheroe & District Motor Club
Matlock Motor Club
Broughton-Bretton Motor Club
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Promoting safer motorsport
across the North of England
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RHD RSs are competing
in Emerald Isle already

Disagreement over introduction of converted cars

TARMAG CHAMPIONS ROW OVER

RIGHT-HAND-DRIVE RS CARRULES

By Jason Craig

Two Irish Tarmac champions
are atodds over arule change
thathas opened the door
forright-hand-drive R5 cars
to compete on rounds and
collect points that go towards
thedrivers’ title.

After months of meetings
between championship officials,
the TarmacRally Organisers’
Association, clubsandteams, a
compromisetothelong-running
issue was found.

Butdespitethe ITRCreleasinga
statement on theruling,itisyetto
be passed by MotorsportIreland’s
Rallies Commission, which
doesn’t plan tomeet before the
ITRC season opener in Galway.

The British Championship
hasalready made asimilar
movebutwillallowits RHD
R5sto win National-permitted
events outright.

Garry Jenningsbelieves
themoveis “afarce” given that
converted R5 cars cannot win
ITRCrallies outright, noteven
the National rally for non-
homologated cars.

“Itdoesn’tmake any sense
whatsoever. How canacar
beeligible for points butnot
victories?” heasked.

“Most teams have their plans
already setin stoneand thisisn’t
goingtochange anything. It’slike
youhavingall theitems on your
child’s Christmaslistboughtand
then on Christmas Eve, when all
the shops have shut, they change
theirmind. Atthat pointit’stoo
late. You have what you have.

“Protonhasthelrizinright-

hand-drive but there arenone
available yet, and Hyundaihas
saidif it can find 10 customers
who wantaright-hand-drivei20
R5thatit willhomologate the car.
Thavespokentoall of theteams
and oneslike M-Sportarejusttoo
busy to even think about this.”

Those who have come outin
supportof themoveinclude
DesiHenry, Jonny Greer and
2015 Irish Tarmac winner Donagh
Kelly who has swapped his 2008
Ford Focus WRC for a Skoda
FabiaR5. Those three driversall
competeinleft-hand-drive cars.

“Intheinterests of protecting
our sportlonger term we need
tokeepitinteresting, vibrant
and healthy for everyone,”

Kelly said. “Weneed sharp
competition and if we attract
afewmore cars whynotdoit?

“Years ago peoplelike Austin
McHale and Bertie Fisher did
work ontheir carsand there
wasnever any problem—there
wasnever talk of homologation.
Right-hand-drive R5cars
should be allowed.”

MN understands24 R5 cars
have entered the Galway
International Rally —soonto
become 25-including three
right-hand-drive variants.

Thelrish Tarmac Rally
Championshipreached anew
low in the R5era with just four of
the carsstartingthelastround
of 2018, the Cork ‘20’ Rally.

But with anumber of drivers
electingto switch to the category
over the winter,includinga
host of series champions,
the championship hasreceived
amajor boost.

e —

Breen to Irish Tarmac while waiting for WRC chance

Craig Breen will continue competing
inIreland during his World Rally
Championship hiatus, contesting the
openinground of the Irish Tarmac
Rally Championship on February 9.
Breen missed out on a WRC seat this
season after two years with Citroen,
the French marque slimming down
totwo cars and signing new drivers
Sebastien Ogier and Esapekka Lappi.
Breen co-drove for his father, Ray,
on the Willie Loughman Rally in
Kilkenny earlier this month, but
hasn’t competed on Irish soil since a
one-off Ford Escort MKk2 outingin 2017,
co-driven by his friend Patrick Croke.

The 28-year-old last contested an
ITRCround when he won his second
straight Circuit of Ireland Rally in 2016,
and has confirmed he could domore
events while heis withouta WRC seat.

“Thisis by nomeans asign of our
intentionsinthe WRC,” Breen —who
will drive a Ford Fiesta R5—wrote
onsocialmedia. “SinceI wasa child
IThaveloved everything about Irish
rallying more than anythingelse, and
suddenly having the chance to do these
eventsis somethingthat genuinely
brings a smile to my face during these
difficult times. After all, the best roads
in the world are sitting here waiting.”

o
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Breen missed out on
2019 Citroen seat

Gass gets Skoda

but no Galway

Irish Tarmac Rally
champion Darren Gass has
acquired a Skoda FabiaR5,
but will miss next week’s
Galway International
Rally as the caris being
converted to Tarmac spec.

The 30-year-old had
intended to campaign his
SubaruImpreza S12B
WRCbut he had toreview
his plans after the car
was purchased by Felix
Britoin Tenerife.

“Jonny Crozier of

Devine skips JWRC
in favour of R5 outings

Devine targets West Cork after ruling out Junior WRC

Callum Devine will not contest this year’s
Junior World Rally Championship fora
second season, and will take on more
outingsin an R5 car this yearinstead.

Devine, the 2017 Junior British Rally
champion, contested the JWRC last year
finishing fourth, with five stage wins
overthesix events.

Hehad madehisR5debutin a Ford Fiesta
on Wales Rally GBin 2017, impressing
with a carthatdidn’t have the latest
updates, on his way to 13th in class.

Devineistargeting the West Cork Rally
ashisfirst of the season, having pulled
an optimistic entry for the Galway Rally.

“It’sabad time for us at work at the

Crozier Motorsportis
goingtorun the car for
me but Ireally don’t know

moment,” Devine told MN. “I want togo to
West Cork, it will be nice to go against the
BRCboys.I’ve planned that and Donegal
for now, and if things are going well I’d like
todo GB and maybe a WRCround, I want to
see where our paceis at.

“We're kicking ourselvesin a way because
it [the BRC] would be perfect for us [because
of two shared rounds with Irish Tarmac].
Ithink that’s why the likes of the Moffetts
[Sam and Josh] have gone that way. I think
you’ll getalot of Irish guys doingit.”

Inhisonly ITRC outinginan R5, Devine
finished third in class and fifth overall on
the hotly-contested Donegal International
Rally last June.

what events I will doright
now,” said 2012ITRC
champion Gass, who
missed over two years of
rallying before contesting
two eventsin 2018.

Heis alsolikely to contest
the West Cork Rally,
the second round of the
ITRC, and could also start
the Mayo Stages which
openstheIrish National
Rally Championship.

Crozier Motorsport will
likely hire the Fabia out.
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Series hopes to attract gentleman drivers, Bv Stefan Magkley
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Autosport International
had Series Elite stand

earlier this
month there
wasonein particular that was
makingits first appearance
attheevent.

Located just afew yards away from
themain entrance at Birmingham’s
NECitwasdifficult tomiss, but
bared aname that unsurprisingly
notmany people will have heard
of before... untilnow.

Series Eliteisanew category for
2019 and fundamentally isaimed
atmotorsportenthusiasts over the
ageof 40 who wanttogoracing.

It will be run under the British
Automobile Racing Club banner
and will hold fiverounds in the UK
atBrands Hatch (twice), Silverstone,
Donington Park and Snetterton,
aswellasasixthroundatthe
Algarve circuit. Featuringa Proand
Am class, each weekend will consist
of practice, qualifyingand tworaces
of 20 and 30 minutesin length.

It’sthebrainchild of Graeme
Glew, father of 2009 Renault UK
Clio Cup champion Phil, whoisno
stranger to the world of motorsport.

Havingformedhis own Formula
Ford team andracingschool at
Cadwell Park in the 1980s, he brought
through youngtalent such asfuture
Formula1driver Julian Bailey before
movinginto sports management.

Hebelievesthereisagapinthe
motorsport market for aseries
aimed at wealthy individuals who
wanta VIP experienceas well as
togoracing.

“I've spent all my motorsport

“Solsuddenly thoughttomyself
‘well who can afford to goracing?”
andthen youlook atall the trackdays
around the UK and you think those
arethe guysthat become addicted
becausethey get the cars, they go
ontrack but what do they donext?

“They do Series Elite. They
come and buy a carthat’sequally
as powerful as what they’ve been
used toand have some fun with it
againstlike-mindedpeople.”

Two of the carsthat Glew speaks
of were on show at Autosport
International having been
convertedintorace-spec.

They are Jaguar XE Project 8
SVO cars, boastinga V8five-litre
supercharged petrol engine capable
of justunder 600bhp, Pirelli Trofeo
tyres, eight-speed automatic gearbox
and four-wheel drive.

It’sanimpressive piece of kitand
Glew statesthat nearly 60 drivers
have tested the machines, of which
Jaguar have limited production
to only 300.

Atleast 20 of them have been
purchased by Series Elite with
driversabletofinance, rent or
buy the cars outright.

Butinitially it wasn’t Glew’s first
choice when he conceived theidea
fortheseriesand approached
Jaguartwo yearsago.

“Wehad asituation where were
goingtousetheJaguar F-Type GT4
spec car which we launched back
in April 2018,” recalls Glew. “Then
Jaguarsaid they weren’t goingto
proceed with the GT4 programme

SeriesElite founder Graeme Glew

but would weliketo testthe
Project8car?”

It’snot the only change tohave
taken place, with the age limit
dropped from 50to 40 after two
driversunder the original age limit
approached Glew wantingtorace.

“Rather than turn them away we
said ‘right, the minimum age is40
now’ and that’sthereason that we
did that,” adds Glew.

Thefleet of Project 8 cars will
berun centrally by Slidesports,
creatinga one-make arrive-and-drive
experience, and Glew hopes the new
series can have 12 carsonthe grid for
itsopeninground in May butis wary
of thepitfallsthat tryingtostarta
new series brings.

“Nothingismorefrustratingto
meatthe moment than people who
have tested the car and say ‘yesI'm
interested, I wanttorace thiscar
butIwanttosee howit goesfirst’
butthat’sthe same with anything
that’snew,” he says.

“Year oneisaseries, year two will
beachampionship andthen we’ll
attempttotry and get onaspecific
calendar. The BARC have been very,
very accommodating, we’re going

mongthe career introducing youngdrivers

hundreds [into the sport] and unfortunately

of stands at inmany cases the youngdrivers

Autosport now have to come from a wealthy

International background,” he says. |
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tosupportacouple of truck races,
we’re goingtosupportaclassic
carevent,sowe’rekind of a guest
appearance atthemomentat
eachevent.”

Drivers planningto enter Series
Elite can earntheir ARDSracing
licence through the series on afast-
track course, which will also be
doneintandem with Ferrari
Challenge UK.

Like Series Elite, the BRSCC-run
Ferrari Challenge UK isnew for this
year and could even be considered
arival seriesasittriestoattracta
similar demographic of driver.

But Glew iskeen topoint outhis
seriesis specifically catered for the
elder ‘gentleman’ driver whomay
haveracedin their younger days
orfancy taking up the sport now.

“It’s very important that we have,
nothingagainstthe youngdriver
coaches, but we want amore mature
driver coach because that’s what
our drivers want,” says Glew.

“One of our coachesisRay Grimes
whose been around alongtimeand
hestarted with me at myracing
school 30-40 years ago.

“Soit’simportantto get theright
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Limited to just 300 cars,Jaguar has been tested by almost 60 drive

Is

level of coaching, therightlevel of
hospitality and the right level of
events [for our clients].”

And whiletheseries could just
beseen as an exclusive VIP racing
club, Glew also wants tomake
surethatdriversare given every
possible opportunity toimprove.

“These guysneed to know that
beingaracingdriverisn’tjustabout
drivingacararoundatrack,and
peoplelikeiZone will teach them
things about eye-track, they’ve got
the simulators, reaction testand
really what we'retryingtodois
take these 40-year-old plus drivers
and turntheminto youngdrivers,”
says Glew.

“Nobody hassaid whata
ridiculousidea, orthisisn’t going
towork, everyone says what a
great concept andtopartner
somebody like Jaguaris superb.”

Gettinganewracingseries off
the groundishard enough, let
alone creating one that’s successful,
andit’sunclear yet whether Series
Eliteisanamethat motorsport
enthusiasts will begin toremember
orifitisanother new series which
willfade into obscurity.
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The French champion marked his team switch with a classy victory

ebastien Ogier put
hisheadback and
yelled. Yelled. What
did he shout? He
doesn’tremember.
Itdoesn’t matter.
The words weren’t
important. It wasarelease. A
physical act. A celebration.

Now nobody in the 108-year history of
thiseventhe adoresis more successful
than him; he sits on seven wins, level
with countryman Sebastien Loeb. On
anevent which marked Loeb’sfirst
outing with afactory team other than
Citroen, Ogier’s success brings up a
100th World Rally Championship win
forthe French firm. Theirony wasn’t
lost on anybody that Loebhad dugthe
foundations for Citroen’s success in
Versailles, scoring 79 of those 100 wins.

Loebishistory asfaras Citroen’s
concerned. Ogier’s the future.
Atleastforthenexttwoyears.

Butit wasthehere and now of round
onethat presented Ogier with his

biggestheadache. Starting the Montein

athird different car in four years would
give him another significant challenge.

Ashadbeen the caseacouple of
yearsago when he started out with
M-Sport, Ogier was shortonmileage
inthe C3 WRC. Ahead of therally, he
was happy tosidestep atleast some of
aspotlight that picked out Ott Tanak
and his Toyota as favourite and Loeb’s
swashbuckling story that carried him
fromthe podium on the Dakar Rally
in Perutoanew chapter of his career
inlessthan a week.

“Maybe,” said Ogier quietly, “there
arenot somany people bettingonme.’

If the odds werelong, he shortened
them considerably on Thursday
morning. Firstin line for shakedown,
Ogier fired the Citroen into a two-mile
testandlaid down a marker. Out of
the box, run one, nobody could come
within 2.6s of him. Talkingtohim
straight after, he pointed out that
shakedown counts for nothing.
Inphysical terms, he’s absolutely
right. Psychologically, it wasa
solid first punch. One that would
be countered beautifully an hour
orsolater by afellow first-timer:

Kris Meekein his Toyota Yaris
WRC, who set the final benchmark.

Asthecrewsheadedintothe
mountainsforthefirsttime, it was
Hyundai’s Thierry Neuville who
found himself centre of attention.
Afteraprolonged dry periodinthe
southern Alps, snow fell 24 hours
earlier, transforming some of the
stageshours after the crewshad
completed theirrecce.

Stage one was, for example, packed
with plenty of snow on Wednesday
night. Aday on? Who knew? The sun
hadbeen outand anythingfacing
south would surely have melted. But,
with darkness, came plummeting
temperatures. Another question:
the stuff that’s melted, how much of
that’sfrozen?

Studs with a couple of soft slicksin
theboot: That was the only sensible
option. Everybody went with it.

>

Tanak was thwa-.rted by a puncture

Everybody except Neuville. He went
with two super soft slicks crossed
diagonally with a pair of Michelin’s
Pilot Alpin41 CLstuds.

Assureaseverybody was of the snow
andicein SS1, Neuville wasjustas
confident of alargely dry second test.

The Belgian’s Hyundai was 26.8
seconds down on Tanak’s benchmark
opener. Now for two... Thierry pulled
11s out of everybody and went to bed
third, justbehind Ogier and early
leader Tanak.

Arrivingback in Gapjust before
2200hrs on Thursday, Ogier
smiled thinly.

“That choice[of Neuville],” he
said, with a pause, “that took balls.”

Neuville eased his way into thelead
on Friday morning, making the most
of aratherfortuitous cancelled stage
(read onfor details of how Tommi
Makinen vented his spleen atthe FTA
and Automobile Club de Monaco) and
when Tanak stopped tochangea
punctureon SS7, this year’s Monte
became atwo-horserace with Ogier
and Neuvillemore than aminute
ahead of everybody.

Onestageearlier, Neuville’sheart
had beenin his mouth. Nothaving
driven the i20 on studs on dry asphalt,
heturnedintothefirstleft-hander
and...nothing. The studs offered zero
grip. With quick thinkingand some
amount of good fortune, Neuville
bailed and shot down a perfectly
placed escaperoad. Helost 20s, and
allthe momentum. His tyre choice
had been geared towards that stage.

Hedeclined congratulations at
containingthe timelossto Ogierto
justtwoseconds.

“We could have been 17sor 18s
ahead,” hesaid. “Now he definitely
hasbettertyresforthenextone.”

He wasn’t wrong; he’d seen the
lastof thelead. Ogier hitthefront
onstage seven and stayed there.

From Saturday morning, everything
was stackedin Ogier’s favour —
including theroads. Thisfirst day of
thefirst WRC weekend of 2019 would
undoubtedly be Seb’s favourite. With
the openingtest done, the crewsreturn
tothe N85 for aliaison section running
down the Route Napoleon-aroad, as
the name would suggest, of significant
nationalimportance. A bitfurther
south and thoughtsof France’s
foremost military genius were set aside
infavour of the D14 and a trip through
Forest-Saint-Julien, population 302.

“Thisis whereIcamefrom,” said
Ogier. “Going through my village
onthisroadsectionissucha
special feeling.”

Theleader of the Monte Carlo Rally
had selected a very special place to stop
and changehis tyresfor the next stage.

“Idid it outside my ex-neighbour’s
front door,” Ogier told MN. “That
made him smile. You know this
placeisasmall place without much
happening. For me to come to where
Tamfrom makes mereally proud
andit’salways quite humbling for
metogoback.”

Posters of Ogier and co-driver Julien
Ingrassiahungfrom walls of houses
asthelocals waged a propaganda war
oneverybody elseon theentrylist. The
atmosphereinthe placeisahighlight
forneutrals, if atouch intimidating
for theirrivals.

Acrossthefour stagesthrough
‘hisvalley’, Ogier gained 2.3s over
Neuville. Heading south for Monaco
and afinal day including the now
traditional brace of runsover
Colsde Turiniand Braus, Ogier
was4.3sahead.

“It’sintense,” said Ogier. “Butif the

Seventh win for Ogier (r) on Monte Carlo Rally

Sebastien Ogier held ¥
his nerve in Monaco

weather stays dry, our car should be
good on the stagesinthe Maritimes.”

Neuville fronted up. He’d given it
everything. “Icouldn’tgoquicker,”
hesaid.

What Ogier wasn’ttelling the
world wasthat hehad amuch deeper
concern. Inthe closing kilometres of
thelast stage, he’d noticed his Citroen
pushing on when he came off the
throttle. He said nothing. For now.

Just after 0600hrs on Sunday
morning, Ogier slotted his C3in
alongside Neuville’sHyundai. The
pairhad 15minutesto decide on their
final tyre choice of theevent. When
they headed inland they would be
faced with tworuns of two stageson
the sameboots.

Outof the car, Ogier clamped his
phonetotheside of hishead. Neuville
watched on, armsfolded. Outwardly,
thislooked like more psychology,
leaving Thierry wondering what his
rival was talking about. What did he
know? What was he finding out? The

tentative Citroen-bound glances
kept coming. Little did we know at
the time, Ogier was struggling to
make his car work properly.

“Itwasareal stress,” said team
principal Pierre Budar, fromthe
team’s Monaco basein the Novotel.
“We could takenodatafrom the car.
We could donothing. All we could do
was advise over the phone.”

When he came off the throttle, the
pedal wasreturning to 20 per cent
ratherthanzero.

“Iadjusted the pedalasmuchasI
could,” Ogiersaid. “Ilifted the pedal
torestatabout 10 per cent. It wasn’'t
perfect, butit gavemeachanceto
fightin the powerstage.”

Fortunately he’d kept hislead ahead
of thelast test. Unfortunately for him,
Neuville had closed to 0.4s.

Incredibly, in anew car (admittedly
onethat’s probably atitsracieston
theseroadsinthese conditions)that
wasn’'t working properly, Ogier
broughtithome.

“Therelief wasincredible,” he said.
“That’s where the emotion was coming
from. WhenIwenttothelaststage,
Ididn’tknow what would happen.
Weknow nowit’sasensorthat’s gone
crazy, butIdidn’t know if the thing
would break completely.

“The 100th win for Citroen and me
being only the second person to win
thisevent with four different
manufacturers [don’tforget his
Peugeot, IRC win in 2009]is all good.
But these are symbols; theicingon
thecake.”

The cake? Maximum points.

“Ineeded that wintostartthe
season,” hesaid. Andhesaiditina
way thathe knows there’s plenty of
work tobe done in the weeks ahead.
The Citroen’snot as capable as his
Ford Fiesta of the previoustwo years.
Worsestill, it’s Sweden —arally which
regularly crucifies the first-on-the-
road championshipleader-next. Ogier
raised eyes at the memory of his bad-
tempered bete noire of 12 monthsago.




“We just judged
everything perfectly”

WRC 2 Pro winner Greensmith, p22
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n’tremind me to that,” he said.
me enjoy this one before I have
ink about that.”

ier didn’t particularly want to
minded of the Toyota challenge
r. Third, fifth and sixth for "

Kk, Jari-Matti Latvala and Meeke -
nstrated consistency, butit was
earing weekend speed that really
ied Ogier and Neuville. And
there was a sublime powerstage
rmance, which left Meeke 3.9s
rthan anybody. And, don’t

t, the scrap was massive for

7in and for third. Everybody
yushing, everybody was giving
ything and yet Meeke still went
st half a second per mile

rthan anybody.

ich begs the question of

Toyota dropped thisone?Ina
hell, it brought the wrongrims.
ightweight wheels cracked
rumbled causing punctures
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anak and Meeke.

Continuedonpage22 Thierry Neuv111e was able to push C1troen all the way to the finish

Meeke won Powerstage

B SS1LaBreole-Selonnet
(12.90miles)

Fastest Tanak 13m02.0s Leader
Tanak Second Meeke +5.0s

M SS2 Avancon-Notre-Dame-
du-Laus (12.79 miles)

Fastest Neuville 13m18.5s Leader
Tanak Second Ogier +9.1s

B SS3Valdrome-Sigottier 1
(12.45miles)
Stage cancelled

M SS4 Roussieux-Laborel 1
(14.94 miles)

FastestLoeb 14m42.1sLeader
Neuville Second Tanak +4.9s

M SS5 Curbans-Piegut 1
(11.48 miles)

Fastest Ogier 13m49.1sLeader
Neuville Second Ogier +3.4s

B SS6Valdrome-Sigottier 2
(12.45miles)

Fastest Ogierand Latvala
13m39.5s Leader Neuville
Second Ogier +1.4s

M SS7Roussieux-Laborel 2
(14.94 miles)

FastestLoeb 14m26.6s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +14.0s

l SS8 Curbans-Piegut 2

(11.48 miles)

Fastest Neuville 13m25.5s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +2.0s

M SS9 Agnieres-en-Devoluy-
Corps1(18.53miles)

Fastest Tanak 20m54.0s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +5.6s

W SS10 St-Leger-les-Melezes-
LaBatie-Neuve 1 (10.48 miles)
Fastest Tanak 10m12.1sLeader
Ogier Second Neuville +5.3s

W SS11 Agnieres-en-Devoluy-
Corps2(18.53 miles)

Fastest Tanak 19mb54.5s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +4.1s

M SS12 St-Leger-les-Melezes-
LaBatie-Neuve 2 (10.48 miles)
Fastest Tanak 9m53.2s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +4.3s

M SS13LaBollene-Vesubie-
Peira-Caval (11.44miles)
Fastest Tanak 11m40.3s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +3.3s

M SS14 La Cabanette-Colde
Braus 1 (8.44miles)

Fastest Tanak 9m52.4s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +3.2s

W SS15LaBollene-Vesubie-
Peira-Cava?2(11.44miles)
Fastest Neuville 11m25.5s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +0.4s

HSS16 La Cabanette-Colde
Braus 2 [Powerstage]
(8.44miles)

Fastest Meeke 9m37.3s Leader
Ogier Second Neuville +2.2s
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“Time to panic: |
headed straight
for the barrier...”

know, I’'m a bit odd for a motorsport
correspondent. | really don’t like
todrive fast. | know my limitations,
my skills behind the wheel only
just about stretch to negotiating
the daily school run. And
sometimes, even with that relatively

simple motoring challenge, | fail.

I've been traumatised by rally drivers, yes,
thank you very much Hayden Paddon. And I'm
not too much of a bloke to admit that those were
genuine tears of terror when you took me fora
wee spin in your Hyundaii20 WRC in Finland
afew years back.

| get more than my fair share of thrills
by immersing myselfin the world of rally and
marvelling at the outrageous skills and talents
of our rallying community.

So hands up, deep down, I'm a coward.

ButI'm also a Scotsman, and a massively
stereotypical Scotsman at that. And that's where
this little story starts — at the carrental deskin
Geneva Airport. “Would you like a car with winter
tyres sir?” asked the smilingly courteous desk
boy. “It's only an extra 150 Euros.” Bloody hell,
don’t be daft, that's more than | paid for the whole
car for the week, why in the world would | shell
out that much for four rings of deep cut rubber?

Oh my goodness, that was one very poor
judgement call on my part.

Fast forward to Sunday afternoon, Sebastien
Ogier has just taken Monte Carlo win number
seven after the most gloriously engaging battle
throughout the course of the rally with Thierry
Neuville.I'm backin Gap, just about to set off to
return to Geneva — across the mountains.

Now, snow has been noticeable by its absence
onthis Monte, but this is the Alps, and it can
come at any time. And Sunday afternoon, it
dumped with startling speed and vengeance
on my summer-tyre shod VW Polo.

| steadily climbed the hill through driving rain,
then slippery sleet, and a few miles out of Gap,
full on blizzard conditions. And thatis when my
wee Polo started telling me to think about plan B.
The traction control went into overdrive, the tyres
spun madly and | was going nowhere. Time to
turn around and head back down the hill.

But heading downhillin full snow is so much
more challenging than heading up hill. Aslwas
to find out on the first hairpin. Now thiswas a
steep hill, butlwas only doing 20mph. There
was a hairpin approaching. | applied the brakes,
slowed the carand gently turned.

I'm a passenger. We actually sped up, with the
wheels locked, the steering obsolete and | was
heading straight for the concrete barrier.

It was time to panic. It didn't last long though,
because before I knew it, I'd smacked, banged,
scraped, shuddered to a halt. lwas in the barrier.

The Polo actually absorbed the majority of the
impact, so having had a quick and sheepish
check around, | was good to go. The moral of the
story —don't be so bloody Scottish all of the time.

NOW TURN OVER TO READ MN’S DRIVER RATINGS ) ) ¢
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What a difference a year — or two — makes.
M-Sport team principal Rich Millener cut a
slightly forlorn figure harbourside first thing
on Sunday morning. For the last two years,
he and Malcolm Wilson have been at the
very heart of this event, winning it with
Sebastien Ogier. This time the highest-
placed factory car was Teemu Suninen
in 11th place. The Finn crashed on the
first stage, and was crashed into as Kalle
Rovanpera caused close to £10,000
worth of damage bouncing off the back

of the factory Fiesta WRC to stay on
trackin SS1. Suninen's team-mate

Elfyn Evans was chasing sixth when

he got slightly off line on Saturday
afternoon and slammed into the trees.

Citroen’s manufacturers’ effortis on the
back foot to start with. When Esapekka
Lappi bounced his C3 WRC off arock
on Friday and then retired with an engine
fault on Saturday, it was halved, leaving
little to cheer about apart from a stunning
run from Sebastien Ogier.

Onthe face of it, Andreas Mikkelsen’s
miserable run continues, but actually the
Norwegian was very much more at the
races in Monte. After crashing out of
third, his new boss Andrea Adamo said:
“First of all, | said thank you to him because
he has shown he is back; he was third
and | will never kick in the ass someone
who crashes when they are fighting
for the lead and they make a mistake.”

One-time Formula 1 racer — and former
Subaru works driver — Stephane
Sarrazin guided a Hyundaii20 R5
run by his own team to ninth place,
finishing just 10s behind Yoann
Bonato. Sarrazin wasn't registered
for WRC 2 points.

Japanese starand Toyota Gazoo Racing
junior driver Katsuta Takamoto took
atrouble-free 13th with Dan Barritt
alongside himin a Ford Fiesta R5.

Day one:25.69 miles;
2 stages

Weather: clear-5°C-0°C

End of day one: 1 Tanak/Jarveoja
26m38.0s; 2 Ogier/Ingrassia +9.1s;

3 Neuville/Gilsoul +14.3s; 4 Lappi/
Ferm +45.2s; 5 Latvala/Anttila +46.4s;
6 Evans/Martin +48.2s.

Day two:77.74 miles;
6 stages

Weather: clear/sunny -4°C-10°C

End of day two: 1 Ogier/Ingrassia
1h37m17.3s; 2 Neuville/Gilsoul +2.0s;

3 Mikkelsen/Jaeger +1m17.7s; 4 Latvala/
Anttila +1m25.1s; 5 Loeb/Elena
+1m25.9s; 6 Evans/Martin + 1m47.5s

Day three:58.02 miles;
4 stages

Weather: clear/sunny -5°C-12°C

End of day three: 1 Ogier/Ingrassia
2h38m30.0s; 2 Neuville/Gilsoul +4.3s;

3 Loeb/Elena + 1m58.7s; 4 Latvala/Anttila
+2m01.0s; 5 Tanak/Jarveoja +2m16.0s;

6 Meeke/Marshall +5m?26.8s

Day four: 39.75 miles;
4 stages
Weather: clear/sunny -2°C-15°C

Evans’ rally came to an abrupt end

Continued from page21

Makinen explained: “For the
last two years, these wheels have
worked —but there’s been more
snow and when the snow is at the
side of theroad you can’t cut the
corner. Thedrivers had to cut the
corners and this was problem.”

Back to Makinen’s frustration
atthelossof thefirstrun through
the Valdrome test on Saturday
morning. Thousands of fanshad
packed thefinal mile or so of the
stage, forcingits cancellation.

Packed with snow and ice, most
teams had gone with four studs
for the stage, except Hyundai.
Neuville had three studs and
Loeb two. Dropping the opener
from theloop was abigbonus,
allowing Ogier to exploit his slick-
biased tyre package.

Makinenranted: “All three
stages should have been cancelled.
Our complete strategy was based
tothe overallloop-welost our
[Tanak’s]lead and nobody takes
responsibility for that. The FIA
doesn’t care what happens at
the end of the season, what happens
if welose the championship
because of this?”

FIA rally director Yves Matton
labelled those comments as
unprofessional and aggressive.
He was backed up by a visiting
president Jean Todt. Butasthe
three sat to talk things through,
the Finn declined the opportunity
toback down.

Makinen’s frustrations would, no
doubt, be offset by the unrelenting
speed the cars had shown once they
got onto amore stable footing.
Meeke’s debut pace camein for
the most praise.

“Absolutely brilliant,” was
Makinen’s description. But
Tanak’srun of six fastest times
torocket him back onto the
podium was deeply impressive.

Talking of deeply impressive, one
word: Loeb. Asked to summarise
hisnew driver’s performance,
Hyundai’s new team principal

Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110
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Andrea Adamodidn’ttakelong.
“Ineed only one word: amazing!”
He called that right.

Fastest on two of the 15 stages,
the Alsatian shunned alack of
experience of his Hyundaiand
employed a serious caffeine intake
in an attempt to offset the ravages
of jet-lag. Regardless of which
continent hisbody clock was
residingon, Loeb’s pace and
performance was superb.
Ultimately —and predictably —
he was disappointed not to have
clungtothird and the podium,
buthe’d donehisjob and delivered
points and hisnew employer to

Greensmith delivers in fine style

Talking at the pre-event press
conference, Gus Greensmith
warned that he’d missed
opportunitiesin WRC 21ast
season. He wouldn’t be doing
the same this time around.

Given this was the Manchester
driver’smaiden Monte in anything
with more than two driven wheels—
and his only previous outinghad
ended early when his Ford Fiesta
R2ransick half way through the
season-opener —nobody expected
too much of him.

Fast forward to Sunday’s post-
event presser and M-Sport’srising
star has delivered adream and
provided a silver-lining to the dark
cloud which had hungover the
Cumbrian corner of the service
park for much of therally.

Greensmith and returning
co-driver Elliott Edmondson were
bangonthe moneyin the FiestaR5.
A WRC 2Prowin was guaranteed
the moment Kalle Rovanpera
slithered into the back of Teemu
Suninen’salready ditched Ford
Fiesta WRC on SS1 but, such was
the speed and force of the Briton’s
effort, you’d have backed him for
awinagainst the teenage Finn.

Not satisfied witha WRC 2 Pro

win, Greensmith chasedlocal star
Yoann Bonato, whose Citroen C3
R5headed himinitially. The
Frenchman can point to a puncture
opening the door for Gus to come
through, but Greensmith was
slowed by alongbrake pedal

and overheatingissueson

Friday morning.

Seventh overall andleadingthe
WRC 2 Pro series, Greensmith
admitted he was still coming to
terms with the last four days.

“Ithasn’tsunkin,” hesaid.

“We could have gone alot faster,
but we just judged everything
from Friday onwards.Iwas a
bit nervousin thefinal day, but
we’ve doneit. Amazing.”

Rovanpera’s event went from
bad to worse, after his co-driver got
him lost and they were penalised
one minute for approaching a time
control from the wrong direction.
Then they stopped tochange a
puncture. This wasn’t the Monte
many predicted for the apparent
chosen one. He’ll be back.

Adrien Fourmauxlanded a merit-
worthy second behind Bonato
in WRC2. The Frenchman has
swerved a JWRC campaign tojump
straightinto an R5 car this season

an early lead in the makes’ race.
Beyond that, he’d delivered
an exceptional storylinein
what’s already shapingup tobea
blockbuster of achampionship. In
scenes reminiscent of the WRC’s
firstappearancein his home town
of Haguenaunine years ago, Loeb
rulelooked to have returned —even
in Ogier’s backyard. The pre-event
autograph session was beyond even
the significant effort of Hyundai’s
private security firm. In theend,
Loeb’s celebrated co-driver Daniel
Elenahad to take control.
Hejumped up onto atable and
shouted at the crowd to stop

= £
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Greensmith was the class ofthe
and his early pacelooks to be paying
dividends. Ole Christian Veiby
placed his Volkswagen Polo GTI
R5 third, with Rhys Yates fourth
(and animpressive 14th overall).
Yates made the perfect start to
hismaiden WRC 2 campaign,
helped immeasurably by the
guiding hand of Denis Giraudet.
Never having driven in anything
like the conditions he witnessed
last week, the Chesterfield Skoda
Fabia R5 driver’s star shone almost

fieldin his M-Sport Ford FiestaR5

pushing and sort themselves out.

They fell into line. Briefly. But
mass hysteria followed the Sebs
everywherelast week. Fourth was
afrustration for Loeb, but once
he’s found his feet and tested for
morethan aday and ahalf, he’ll
have an even bigger part to play.

“We’rehere atthe end,” said
Loeb. “It’s OK, butI was pushing
and we weren’t very quick. We have
tounderstand. I test for Sweden
next week. Idrovenearly every
dayinJanuary and I'm happy to
stopnow. Now I'm goingto sleep.”

Rally Sweden, round two... what
away to wakeup.

SUPPORTS

¥

as brightly as that of Greensmith.
“We’ve done our own thing here,”
said Yates. “I've come tolearn, but
where the conditions have allowed
we’ve pushed on and the times and
splits have shown that we’ve made
real progress. Honestly, the whole
event has been such an eye-opener
though —from the start of our test
all the way through to that final
stage.I've absolutely loved it. We
haven’t putamark on the car and
we’reready to go again now.”
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SEBASTIEN OGIER
CITROEN C3WRC

Delivered the perfect
start to his second stint

at Citroen. Anddid itin
the most dramatic fashion,
nursing a throttle problem
and with nothing but
tenthsin hand over
Neuville. The defending
champion was utterly
brilliant in his home town
andonarally he loves.

FORD FIESTAWRC

Showed he has the speed with
second quickeston SS7, but
high-speed crash three stages
later was definitely not the start
he and new co-driver Scott
Martin needed to the new
season. Evans was brave and
kept the taps open, hoping to
pull the Fiestaback to the road,
butitendedinthe trees.

FORD FIESTAWRC

Cameto the French Alps
chasing experience on his
firsttime outin acurrent
generation World Rally Car,
but got caught out when he
broke a wishbone in a stage-
six cut. Stopping to change a
puncture cost more time on
Saturday morning. Next stop,
home and Rally Sweden.

HYUNDAIiZ0WRC

Had just moved up to third
and was starting to look
like his old self again when
he tried to carry too much
speed through the final
long fast right-hander on
SS9. The Hyundai slid
wide and removed its
left-rear wheel against a
rock. Game over.

TOYOTAYARISWRC

Lost out when the first stage
was canned on Saturday
morning and the early leader
was 30s behind when he
stoppedtochangea
puncture. Fought back

with fastest times galore,
but the podium’s bottom
step felt like scant reward.

TOYOTAYARISWRC GAO

Fiddled with the car throughout the event in search of
improved turn-in and less understeer and a sixth-stage
scratch showed the speed was there. But ultimately, he
was forced to give best to his hard-charging team-mate
and afast-returning Frenchman.

ESAPEKKA LAPPI
CITROEN C3WRC

Fairly forgettable Citroen
debut for the Finn. Running
fourth after Thursday night's
two stages was definitely
the highlight. Damaged

the front-left of the C3
WRC on Friday afternoon’s
opener and then retired
permanently with an engine
problem on the first stage
ofthe weekend.

FORD FIESTAWRC

Disastrous start to only his
second ever attempt at the
Monte Carlo Rally, when he
dropped the Ford Fiesta
WRC on ashockingly icy
approach to aleft-hander.
Nosed the thing into a ditch
and stayed there. Superallied
through the remainder with
some encouraging times.

HYUNDAIi2Z0WRC

Did all he could to carry the fight
tothe local hero, but ultimately
came up ever so slightly short.
Didn'treally putawheel wrong
inwhat was a great start to the
season —now needs to put the
disappointment behind him
and move on very quickly to
defend his Swedish win of

12 months ago.

Simply superb. Awinwas a
dream too far, but this driver
deserved a podium. Couldn't
really get comfortable with the
caron hisi20 debut, but put
that and the post-Dakar
jet-lag behind him to score
fastest times on what was
astunning start to his
six-round programme.

TOYOTAYARISWRC

The Northern Irishman
demonstrated superb pace on

his WRC return, his debut for
Toyotaand hisfirst time with Seb
Marshall calling the notes.
Unfortunately, when he might have
been playing for a podium, his
Monte was a tale of three broken
rims. Powerstage win was class.

SEBASTIEN OGIER
The defending champion never sleeps so well on the Saturday night of a WRC round —
certainly not when he's fighting at the front. Last Saturday night, as he dozed, myriad things
played on his mind. Would he finish? Could he finish? Would he win? Could he win? Yes,
yes, yes and yes. It takes more than Thierry Neuville and a dodgy throttle to beat him.

s

KALLE ROVANPERA
Allthe talk, all the hype and only countryman Teemu Suninen’s Fiesta WRC is enough to
keep him out of a ditch that would undoubtedly have swallowed his Skoda Fabia R5 whole.
Stopping and changing a puncture meant more misery for the 18-year-old. He won't be

down for long though.
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RESULTS

Round 1/14, 87th Rallye Automobile de Monte Carlo 2019, January 24-27

POS |DRIVER/ CO-DRIVER CAR | TIME

Sebastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA) Citroen CSWRC 3h21m15.9s

2 | Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Nicolas Gilsoul (BEL) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +2.2s
3 | OttTanak (EST)/Martin Jarveoja (EST) Toyota Yaris WRC +2m15.2s
4 | Sebastien Loeb (FRA)/Daniel Elena (MCO) Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | +2m28.2s
5 | Jari-Matti Latvala (FIN)/Miikka Anttila (FIN) Toyota Yaris WRC +2m?29.9s
6 | Kris Meeke (GBR)/Sebastian Marshall (GBR) | Toyota Yaris WRC +5m36.2s
7 | Gus Greensmith (GBR)/Elliott Edmondson (GBR) | Ford Fiesta R5 +13m04.6s
8 | YoannBonato (FRA)/Benjamin Boulloud (FRA) | Citroen C3 R5 +13mb56.5s
9 | Stephane Sarrazin (FRA)/Jacques-Julien Renucci(FRA) | Hyundaii20 R5 +14mO06.8s
10 | Adrien Fourmaux (FRA)/Renaud Jamoul (BEL) | Ford FiestaR5 +16m03.4s
11 | Teemu Suninen (FIN)/Marko Salminen (FIN) Ford Fiesta WRC +17m56.8s
20 |Pontus Tidemand (SWE)/Ola Floene (NOR) Ford FiestaWRC +29m34.6s
31 |Mauro Miele (ITA)/Luca Beltrame (ITA) CitroenDS 3WRC +38m17.5s
R |Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR) Ford Fiesta WRC SS10/accident
R |EsapekkaLappi(FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Citroen CSWRC SS9/engine
R | Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR)/Anders Jager (NOR) | Hyundaii20 Coupe WRC | SS10/lostwheel

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

DRIVERS

MANUFACTURERS

GUS GREENSMITH
FORD FIESTAR5

Overcame an unnervingly long brake pedal and some leaf-

related overheating issues (they filled the radiator cover)

on Friday morning to dominate the WRC 2 Pro category
with the drive he's threatened for the last 12 months. Superb
effortand well deserved result for the M-Sport driver.

POS [DRIVERS ____|PTs
1 Sebastien Ogier 29 1 | Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT | 30
2 | Thierry Neuville 21 2 |Citroen Total WRT 25
3 | OttTanak 17 3 |Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT | 25
4 Kris Meeke 13 4 |M-Sport Ford WRT 14
5 Sebastien Loeb 12
6 Jari-Matti Latvala 10
7 Gus Greensmith 6
8 Yoann Bonato 4
9 Stephane Sarrazin 2
10 | Adrien Fourmaux 1

NREY

Will the running
order slow Ogier
down in Sweden?

RALLY SWEDEN
FEBRUARY 14-17




DAVID COULTHARD

FormerFormula 1 driver andW Series supporter
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Following all the controversy, Lucy Morson looks at what the future holds for the all-female category

CAN W SERIES
BEASUGCESS?
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W Series is new
category in 2019

helaunch of W
Series—anall-
femaleracing
championship
—last October
unsurprisingly
caused a
huge difference of opinion
and provoked an enormous
reaction onsocial media from
driversthemselvesright
through to casualfans.
W Series will appear onthe DTM
support bill for six rounds from
May to August this year and aimsto
providefemaleracingdrivers with an
extra stepping stonein their pursuit
of top-level drivesin motorsport.
It’salsohoped it canraisethe
profile of its competitorstothe
outside world with theintention of
inspiringanew generation of young
girls. It will offer 18 drivers, and two
reserves, afully-funded Formula
3-leveldrivein Tatuus T-318
machinery and a guaranteed share
of aprize fund totalling £1.1 million.
Butone of motorsport’smajor
selling points has always been that it
isone of very few sportingdisciplines
inthe world in which women can
compete on equal terms withmen,
even atthehighestlevel. Asaresult,
the cynicism and criticism faced by
W Series hasbeen vociferousand
attimesnot withoutfairreason.
There have been questions over just
how damagingitmightbe tohave any
future W Series champion struggle
uponreturningtocompetingagainst
men, particularly consideringjust
how hard itis for women to break
intomotorsportin thefirst place.
There are also concernsthat
separatingmale and female

competition doesmoretofurther
gender inequality than it does
toimproveit.

This criticismis something which
W Series CEO and sportslawyer
Catherine Bond Muir, who embarked
ontheproject three yearsago
while on an extended career break,
isparticularly keentoaddress.

“I'spent sixmonths doingresearch
andinitially I was sceptical about the
idea, for all of thereasonsthat have
beenraised,” shesays. “ButI’dlike
tobringup this very emotive word
that people are using: segregation.

“Wearen't segregating, what weare
doingis creating anew platform for
driverstogoon. We’re givingthem a
freedrive to get an experience that
otherwise they wouldn’t have had.

“If youlook at motorsport at the
moment, women are just getting
testdrivesorthey’rejustareserve
driver. What we’re doingis putting 18
women on the grid, full-time, getting
driving and racing experience.

“Thereisan assumption that
our women are stopping competing
by joining W Series. To ‘goback’to
competing with men would mean
they’d have had tohave stopped,
and they never have stopped
competingwithmen.”

Porsche Carrera Cup GB driver
Esmee Hawkey isamongthe diverse
list of 60 drivers vyingforaspoton
thegrid in thefirst selection process,
which took place in Austriafrom
January 24-28. But Hawkey will
stillenjoy a full programme on the
British Touring Car Championship
supportbill this year, owingto W
Series’ condensed calendar.

“I'think thisisagreatstarting
pointfor creatingfemalerole models

Why are you backingW Series?
“I'had a younger sister, whois unfortunately
no longer with us, but | believe she was more
naturally talented at driving than | was. It just
so happened that the opportunity and the
weight of the family support wentto me as|
was six years older and | think there is amore

obviously established route for a professional

career formen than there has been for
women. | love the world of motorsport;

inmotorsport,” shesays. “We’renot
creatingaseriesjustlike Formulal
solely for women, for me, that would
besegregation. Flisthetoplevelany
driver wantstogetto,sotocreatea
toplevel just for women it would
meanthereisnothingtoaimfor.”

Le Mans 24 Hour winner Alex
Wurz and 13-time F1 winner David
Coulthard-thelatter whoisalso
abacker of the series—played a
keyrolein the selection process,
alongside former IndyCar driver
Lyn St James. The same assessment
criteriawasusedin Wurz’srole as
partof the FIA Institute Young
Driver’s of Excellence Academy
from 2011-2015, with focus onroad-
car control, drivingtechniques,
simulator exposure, fitness and
media ability.

There will be another weekend of
selectionin southern Europein the
early spring, which will determine
thefinal grid ahead of thefirst
round at Hockenheim on May 3-5.

Theinitial contest will tell if the
W Series can be successfulinits
aimtoboostfemale participation
inmotorsport. Considering the
inescapable genderimbalance
atthemoment,itcan’thurttotry
somethingnew, evenif ithas
exposed aminefield of opinion. ®

“We are not
segregating”’

the deadlines and the people that are
involved because I think it brings out the
bestinall of us. | want this to bring out the
best of the women’s talent out there.”

What outcome would you see as

asuccess forthe series?
“For me, it would be if we could create

positive role models and take away this
glass ceiling. That would bring more

Hawkey will still
race in Carrera Cup

women into racing, creating more female
racing drivers. It's exactly what my sister
could have been if she was alive and
armed with the opportunities | have today.”

Whatwould you say inregards
tocriticism ofthe series?
“Interms of the backlash, there are always
going to be people who disagree when you

are doing something different to what they are

doing or what they believe in. All of the people
involved in W Series are having areal go at it
and giving this our best shot. Someone needs
to make the first step and we're all putting
our time and effort into this. The racing world
willtell us intime whether they also share
that vision. There will be sixracesin 2019
and we will have achampion. That champion
will have a spotlight and big cheque to then
progress their career to the next level.”
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How Sam Tordoff and Rory Butcher want to take AmbD to the next level. By Matt James

AIMING 10 GATECRASH

: ‘ o

Tordoff has assembled a
dream team at AmDTuning

am Tordoff’s decision
toally himself with
AmDTuning.com’s
ambitious British
Touring Car
Championship
programme with its

newly acquired Honda Civic TypeR
was a surprise. For amultiplerace
winner, joining ateam which has yet
totaste glory seemed an odd decision.
However, it was driven by a deep-seated
desiretosample what has been one of
thebest carsonthe gridfor years.
“Thavealways wanted torace a Honda
CivicFK2,” says Tordoff, who was beaten
tothe 2016 championship by Gordon
Shedden drivingthe same example of the
Japanese hatchback. “Iknowitisagood
car. There wasnever a way in at Dynamics,
whichrunsthefactory Civics, and, I didn’t
want to goto any of the teams that were
runningthe customer carsatthetime.”
But that chance has come now. After his
narrow defeatin 2016, Tordoff, who had
raceda WSRBMW 125i M Sportin that
season, took a year away from tin-tops to
battlein British GT, butreturnedtothe
BTCC with Motorbase Performancein 2018.
He qualified the Ford Focus RS on thefront
row of the grid for thefirstrace of the season
at Brandsand eventually took awinat
Silverstone towards the end of the year, but
it wasacampaign blighted by bad luck.
“Ididn’tleave Motorbase Performance—
wejust couldn’t put adeal together, and
thatisthe way motorsport goes sometimes,”
says Tordoff. “Ihad been speakingtothe
team and we thought it was on for 2019, but
itjustfell apart.Ihadalsobeen talking with
[AmDTuning.com boss] Shaun Hollamby
for awhile, and asked himto keepmein the
loop.Iknew he waslookingatbuyingthe
Hondas from Eurotech Racing and we kept
intouch. Thingsbeganto get seriousin last
November, anditall just clicked together.”
Tordoff had tested for AmDTuning.com

Motorbase for comebackin2018

-asu BR

Sam Tordoff

Age: 29 Lives: Bradford

BTCC trackrecord

Starts: 152 Wins: 7 Poles: 5

Best championship finish: 2ndin 2016

inoneof its Audi S3s at the end of 2017 when
he waslookingtoreturntothe BTCCbut
opted for Motorbase instead as AmD was
going through an expansion. “Now that I
amhereanditisn’tasmuch of ajumpas
some onlookers think. There were several
things thatI wanted, and we were able to
make them happen,” explains Tordoff,
whoisthe group operations manager of

the car dealership JCT600. “I was able to
getengineer Craig Porley, who worked

with Eurotech last year, I have brought
[experienced BTCC man] Malcolm Swetnam
from Motorbase to be team manager and I
havebroughtanumber onemechanicanda
dataengineer. I have created my own group
around me, and thatis veryimportant.
Also, having Rory Butcher asmy team-mate
was vital -Iinsisted with Shaun thatI
wanted him there.I wanted a competitive
team-mate and Rory fits the bill perfectly.”

That meansthat Tordoff’s title fight with
Shedden has comeback intofocus. Butcher
isShedden’s brother-in-law and the three-
time champ hasdriven the car many times.
Theadvicefromthe otherside of the garage
will be useful - Tordoff will be working with
Shedden, ratherthan against him.

“GordonandlIarefriends,” says Tordoff.
“We would be silly toignore what he can
offer. Having Rory was soimportant too and
I'vefound him such a pleasure to work with.
We co-operate on things—even commercial
deals—and thereisagood feeling.”

Tordoff will fulfil his ambitionin the
Honda, hasassembled a brains trust at
AmD and has Butcher pushinghim hard
inthe sameoperation. The ingredients are
theretotruly flourishin 2019. B

/ & Y - i
Tordoffis impressed with Butcher

couple of sixth placed

finishes might not

seem like much of

areturnfrom Rory

Butcher’s2018

British Touring

Car Championship
campaign, butlook alittle deeper: he
wasinone of theoldest carsonthe grid
andin hisfirstfull season at thislevel.

Hewasalso with AmDTuning, which
hadjustexpanded torunfour carsforthe
first time. If youlook in terms of thelevels
of experience and the machinery at his
disposal, Butcher’s was probably one of
the stand out performances of the season.

Notthatthe Scot willadmit asmuch,
because he hasalready got his eyeslooking
firmly forwards. Remaining with the
AmDTuningsquad wasanobrainer given
the strongrelationship forged between
thetwolast season, but now the son of
Knockhill owner Derek has the chance
tomakereal progress upthegridinthe
ex-Eurotech Racing Honda Civic TypeR.

“Last yearit was a difficult season,”
admits Butcher. “When you havetobe
happy and satisfied with just breakinginto
thetop 10,itisnotnormal for a competitive
driver. Butthatisjust the way British
Touring Carsare and I think we got the most
outof the package that wehad atthetime.”

Finishing 17thin the pointsdid turn
headsforthe ex-Porscheand GTracer,
evenif he did feel frustrated with his own
results. The ultra-competitive BTCCisa
true dogfightin the midfield, and thatis
where Butcher spent most of histime.

“Throughmy career I havelearned that
what happens at the front of the field is
very different to what happens where
Iwasinthe midfield after qualifying,”
says Butcher. “The guys at the front are
perhaps a bit more comfortable. They
understand thatif they are goingtomake
one more place for a couple more points,
thenitis maybenotsomuchadoordie
move. Where Iwas [in the pack]last
year, the guys were desperate and we
were trying to fight for that last point.
Some of the stuff that goes on back there:
ThopeIcanbreak away from that with
theHonda.”

Alongside the improvementin the
equipment, there will be achange in the
way Butcher approaches the season too.
Alongside experienced team-mate Sam
Tordoff, heisready to play alonger game.

[
Butcher will be looking to
build on the 2018 progress

Rory Butcher

Age: 31 Lives: Kirkcaldy, Fife

BTCC trackrecord

Starts: 42 Wins: 0 Poles: 0

Best championship finish: 17thin 2018

“Goingintothis season, we are definitely
takingastepupagear and I amreally
excited todrive alongside [new team-mate]
Sam [Tordoff]-to have someone with his
experience to bounceideas off and hopefully
we can both progress,” Butcher says.

“The packageisthereforustodothe
job.If we are not winningraces, we have
tolook back and be disappointed. Ilamnot
lookingasfar ahead asthelastround,
butitissoimportantjustto score points.
Look at what [eventual champion] Colin
Turkington did last year —he was just
collecting points without too many wins.
Itisabigger picture. AsmuchasIwantto
winraces,l amthinking about that too.”

And partof thatbigger pictureisthe
help that comes from the family, with
three-time champion and brother-in-law
Gordon Shedden firmly in his corner.

Shedden, for his part, is keen to help
Butcherlearnin theright way and will
not be there to spoon-feed answers to
his family member, but can certainly
assist when it comesto giving a general
direction for the set-up of the machine.

“Iam definitely goingto pick Gordon’s
brains,” says Butcher. “He has got
fantastic experience of the Civicand he
will be on hand to help. Thatis goingto be
aleg-upthat we might nothave had, and I
am going to exploitit—why wouldn’t I?”

Sothe equipmentisright for Butcher to
build on the progress he made last season,
and he has firmly established himself as
afavourite within the AmDTuning.com
team already. It seems that Butcher has
found a place he wants to be for along time:
both withthe BTCC and with the team. H

MG was occasionally competitive
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riton Sam
Bird, who

put Virgin
Racing
backinthe
winner’s
circlein Chile,

suffered anervousendtothe
Formula E encounter. While
the temperatures hitrecord
highs, he waskeepingan eagle
eyeontheheatof his battery.

Hemanagedtokeepit cool enough
toseethechequeredflag, butitwasa
close-runthing.

Last weekend, Santiago
experienced unseasonably high
temperatures, which got close to
its official record for the time of
year. In the process, with therace
temperature peakingat37.9°C, the
championship’srecord of 35°C from
Putrajayainthe2015/16 season was
obliterated. What thedry, blazing
heat meant for the teams and drivers
were pre-race worries about how
the new Gen2machine would cope.

Duringtherace,itmeantthe
asphaltatthe1.45-mile Parque
O’Higginstrack, melted and broke
up-thecarsphysically carving
roughlines atthe most severe
corners. There were concernsup
and down the pitlane about how the
batteriesand tyresinparticular
would farein the extreme conditions.

Therace started at 1600hrslocal
time, and the 47m02.511s, 36-1ap
event would take in the peak of the
day’sheat.

Sebastien Buemilined up on pole
for the Nissane.damssquad-afine
reward for arapid qualifying
performance, which followed a heavy

crashin FP1. Butit was onethat came
afterlong-timerival Lucas di Grassi
lostadominant superpole display
and P1onthe grid afterfallingfoul of
anewrulerequiringdriverstobrake
in precisely the same way on their
in-lapsafterahot-lap in qualifying.

Alongside Buemi was Pascal
Wehrlein, makingjusthissecond
FE startfor Mahindra Racing(and
followinga Marrakech race that
barelylasted a corner). They were
followed by Audi’s Daniel Abtand
Virgin’sBird.

When thelights went out, Buemi
keptthelead off theline and held off
Wehrlein through the early stages
as Bird battled his way past Abtto
runthird by the end of thefirstlap.
Buemi, possibly conscious of the
need topush on when temperatures
were under control, stretched out the
buffer to Wehrlein and took his attack
mode on lap six, with Bird doing
likewise three tourslater. This would
be crucial for the outcome of therace.

Usingthe higher power available,
Birdrocketed back to Werhlein
and gotpastgoingintoTurn1.He
shot after Buemi and the trio-
with Wehrlein using his first
attack mode immediately after
beingpassed by Birdonlap 11—
edged clear of the pack.

They negotiated two full course
yellow periods—thefirst to allow
the stricken Dragon Racing car
of Maxmilian Gunther, a star of
qualifying with seventh on the
gridinjusthisthird FE event, to
berecovered from the pit straight,
and asecond sodebris caused by
Stoffel Vandoorne hitting the wall
atTurn3onlap 18 could beremoved.
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Br1ton is f1rst to win
& in all five FE seasons

The second FCY left the top three
running virtually nose to tail, and
apparently set foragrandstand
finish. That all changed over the
final third.

First, onlap 22, Buemicrashed at
the same Turn 7right-hander where
hehad shunted heavily in practice—
“fortunately he wasn’tinjured,”
e.damsmanager Francois Sicard said
of thefirstaccident. Intheracecrash,
the 2015/16 FE championlocked up
going through thefirst partof the
corner, got onto the broken asphalt
thatat this point was causing havoc
forthepack, and slid into the wall.
Buemilater said a software glitch
played a partinboth of his crashes.

Thatleft Birdin thelead and having
todefend hard against Wehrlein. The
German driver took hisfinal attack
mode with just over six minutes and
onelap of theraceremaining. He
closedrightin on Bird and swarmed
all over the British driver. Itlooked
tobe only amatter of timebefore he
made amove forthelead, butthe
conditions cameback to bite him.
Mahindra warned Wehrlein his
battery temperature was critical,
and he wasforced to back off.

Thisleft Bird cleartotake his eighth
FE career win and became the only
drivertohavescoredavictoryineach
of the series’sfive seasons—only di
Grassicanmatch him on thisfrontif
hecanscoreawinlaterintheyear.

Bird took theflag 6.489s clear of
Wehrlein, with Alexander Sims
taking third on theroad, but being
droppedto seventh for a clash with
Edoardo Mortara. That meant Abt
completed the podium ahead of
Mortara, and RobinFrijns

Round 3/12, Parque O’Higgins (CHL), January 26, 36 laps —52.523 miles

POS | DRIVER |CAR | TIME
1 |SamBird (GBR) Virgin Racing- Audie-tron FE05 |47m02.511s
2 |Pascal Wehrlein(DEU) | Mahindra Racing-Mahindra M5Electro |+6.489s
3 |Daniel Abt(DEU) Audi Sport Abt-Audi e-tron FE05 | +14.529s
4 |EdoardoMortara(CHE) |Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 +17.056s
5 |Robin Frijns (NLD) Virgin Racing-Audie-tron FEO5  |+20.276s
6 |Mitch Evans (NZL) Jaguar-Jaguar|-TYPE 3 +23.755s
7 |Alexander Sims(GBR) [BMW-BMWIFE.18 +27.590s
8 |OliverTurvey(GBR) NIO-NIO 004 +45.059s
9 |JoseMarialLopez(ARG) |Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 +45.376s
10 |Jerome d’Ambrosio (BEL)|Mahindra Racing-MahindraM5Electro | +46.984s
11 |Nelson PiquetJr(BRA) |Jaguar-Jaguarl-TYPE3 +48.635s
12 |LucasdiGrassi(BRA) |AudiSport Abt-Audie-tron FEO5 |+1m083.552s
13 |Andre Lotterer (DEU) DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 | +1m19.706s
14 |Gary Paffett (GBR) HWA-Venturi VFE-05 -1lap
R |OliverRowland (GBR) |Nissane.Dams-NissanIMO1 31 laps/accident damage
R | AntonioFelixdaCosta(PRT) | BMW-BMW FE.18 923 laps/accident damage
R |Jean-Eric Vergne (FRA) |DS Techeetah-DS E-Tense FE19 | 22laps/accident damage
R |Sebastien Buemi(CHE) |Nissane.Dams-NissanIMO1 21 laps/accident damage
R |Stoffel Vandoorne (BEL) |HWA-Venturi VFE-05 17 laps/accident damage
R |Maximilian Gunther(DEU) |Dragon Racing-Penske EV-3 12 laps/power loss
R |Felipe Massa(BRA) Venturi-Venturi VFE-05 12 laps/accident damage
R |TomDDillmann (FRA) NIO-NIO 004 10laps/accident damage

Winner’s average speed: 66.991mph. Fastest lap: Abt 1m11.263s, 73.703mph. Superpole: 1 Buemi 1m08.816s; 2
Wehrlein Tm08.925s; 3 Abt 1m08.958s; 4 Bird 1m09.253s; 5 di Grassi; 6 Vandoorne. Qualifying: 1 Wehrlein 1m08.463s; 2 Buemi
1m08.664s; 3 Bird 1m08.868s; 4 Vandoorne 1m08.962s; 5 Abt 1m09.030s; 6 Mortara 1m09.042s; 7 Gunther 1m09.143s; 8 Sims
1m09.147s;9 Massa Tm09.168s; 10 Lopez 1m09.201s; 11 Evans 1m09.235s; 12 Vergne 1m09.307s; 13 Rowland 1m09.365s; 14
Lotterer 1m09.485s; 15 Frijns Tm09.505s; 16 Paffett 1m09.505s; 17 da Costa 1m09.551s; 18 Turvey 1m09.645s; 19 Piquet
1m09.705s; 20 d’Ambrosio Tm10.083s; 21 Dillmann 1m10.258s; 22 di Grassi. Championship: 1 Bird 43; 2 d’Ambrosio 41; 3 da
Costa 28; 4 Frijns 28; 5 Vergne 28; 6 Evans 22; 7 Abt 21; 8 Lotterer 19; 9 Wehrlein 18; 10 Sims 18.

Virgin team boss Sylvain Filippi
later explained that given the
concerns of the battery temperatures
gettingout of controlonan
exponential curve, the teamhad
adopted a “linear” approach tothe
race. Thismeant Bird had to produce
alevel performance all the way
through, attack early and clinically
when temperatures were low, then
manage his pace evenly. Hedid it

masterfully, although said he was
“close” tohittingthe 72°C battery
shutdown mark towards theend.

“It was different, it was strange,”
Bird said of the boilingrace. “Icould
manage theenergy OK butit was
justthebattery temperature that
was critical and difficult. But the
team managed it very well—they
keptme calm, told me whattodo
and Ithink we managed it perfectly.”

ST Wehrlein was second in

= his second FE contest

Poleman Buemi blamed crash on software glitch
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Team captain Frankie
Wainman leads the line

acer Frankie
Wainman Jr
haswon
more major
titlesthan
any other
driverinthe
history of BriSCA F1 stock car
racing, but thereis still one
title on his bucket list.

Wainman Jris captain of Team
GB’s British Lions stock car team,
made up of six driversfrom BriSCA
F1whojointogethertoattempt
what many believe is the impossible
—towin the New Zealand
Superstock Teams Championships.

There are 13 teams taking part
inthe event next weekend at the
Robertson Holden International
Speedway in Palmerston North.
The top four points-scoring teams
on Saturday go through to the semi-
final knockout stage the following
evening, with the winners of those
tworacesfacing off in the final.

Ineach eight-carrace, four cars
from each team go head-to-head
over 10-151aps. Each team has
‘runners’ and ‘blockers’. Runners
attempt to win therace, blockers
try to stop the opposition winning. It
isn’t, however, that straightforward.
Atanytimeduringtheraceadriver
must be able to swaproles
depending on how therace develops.

Andthatis howthe Teams
Champsis won. Itisnot about being
inthefastest car, but by beinga
team player where the best drivers
are abletoread aracetobenefit
the team.

The British team, however, is
always at amajor disadvantage.
For 11 months of the year the
driversrace asindividualsfocused
onanine-month season of BriSCA
F1stock carracing. And then they
have toacclimatise todriving
different cars and a style of racing
they only compete in three days
ayear.

Traditionally, the British outfit
spend three weeksin New Zealand,
and begin their sojourn in the World
240 Championship at Rotoruaon
thefirst weekend, followed by a
one-off Teams event seven days
later as preparation for the Teams
Championshipitself the week after.

The British Lions team was
created in 2009, and remarkably
finished second at its first attempt.
The squad has finished runners-up
twice since, in 2016 and 2017.

It wasin 2017 the British Lions
had their finest moment, making
thefinal after obliterating one
of the event favourites, the
Gisborne Giants.

Aftertheracethefour Team GB
carsdrove along the front straight
and pulled up, line astern, in front
of themain grandstand. Asone,
the 15,000-strong crowd roared
their approval.

None of the British drivershad
ever experienced an atmosphere
likeit. For Lee Fairhurst, aregular
member of the team for the past
five years, it was amoment he will
never forget.

“Look atthat,” Fairhurst says,
asheraisesone of hisarmstoeye

level. Just talking about that semi-
final makes the hairson his arms
literally stand up onend. “To
bethere was electric. That
semi-final was unbelievable.”

Inthefinal, the British Lions faced
the Hawke’s Bay Hawkeyes, who
had beaten the outright favourites
and home team, the Palmerston
Panthers, in their semi-final.

Butthe Hawkeyes made short
work of the Lionsin thefinal.

Wainman Jr’s fuel pump failed
intherace, and the team captain
could only watch from the sidelines.
Bytheend, only Fairhurst was
left running.

A gallant effort cametoa
disappointing end. Fairhurst saw
how much it meant to Wainman Jr.

“You could seeitin Frank’s eyes

Car damage ruled Frankie Wainman Junior out of last year’s contest

when we got second that year,”
says Fairhurst, “The thingis his
hunger to win, and that counts for
alot when you are there.”

Last year the team comfortably
qualified into the last four but
were soundly beaten in the semi-
final by host team and eventual
winners Palmerston North
Panthers, with Fairhurstin the
centre of the action, beingrolled
overtwiceintherace.

“Thereisno hardfeelings
when yourace over there,” says
Fairhurst. “We are allin the bar
afterwards together and thereis
areally good atmosphere.

“We’ve got a good team now, a
good group of cars, and some
good guys helpingus over there,
sothereisnothingtosay we can’t
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winitoneyear.”

Butwillitbe this year? Racing
alongside Wainman Jr and Fairhurst
is Bobby Griffin, who was part of the
2017 team, but the threeremaining
drivers areallrookies. Wainman’s
son Frankie Jr hashad justtwo
teamsraces, while Karl Hawkins
and Ben Riley had their first tries
inteamsraces only last weekend.

Soitisarelatively inexperienced
outfit this time around, but along-
term strategyis being putin place
for the future.

“We arein the process of building
ateam of drivers who can commit
to three weeks in New Zealand for
the next few years,” says team
director Guy Parker. “But none of
this would be possible without the
support we get from the team we
havebased in New Zealand.”

Asfor Wainman Jr, heis
confident the championship
title will one day be heading to
Britain. “It’sall down to how
yourluckisontheday,” Wainman
Jrsays. “Two yearsagowasjusta
dream until my fuel pump packed
upinthefinal.

“It was one of the most frustrating
things I’ve ever had happeninastock
car—beingsat there, watching from
theinfield and not being able
todoathingaboutit. Youfeel like
you havelet everybody down.

“In New Zealand they all say we
will never win the Teams Champs,
butIknow we will. We have a full
squad of six drivers this year and
Ibelieve all six will make the
country proud.” H
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World RX refugee for non -p0ints 1S tadelde JFrance showdown;

By Hal Ridge

Former Ford and Audi World
RX driver Andreas Bakkerud
will partner ex-Formula E
racer Nicolas Prostin the
final Andros Trophy event
of the season at the Stade de
France in Paris next week.
Bakkerud joined Prost last
weekend in the penultimate points-
scoringround of the season at Lans
en Vercors and was second and then
fastestin qualifying on the second
dayinthe Elite class, butran at the
back of the final to stay out of the
championship fight.
Having been an advocate of World
RX’sproposed electric switch for
2021 for some time, the winter events

are Bakkerud’sfirst experience of
competinginanelectric car. “Iwas
surprised thatit wasn’tabigdifferent
sittinginside,” he said. “The balance
inthechassisisheavier and the
weightislower. The driving style
changesasyoudon’thaveaclutch,
with the petrol cars the clutchis
your best friend in Andros Trophy
togetrotation, so with the electric
car you have tonail the set-up more.

“Thope World RX will get more
sound out from the cars, thenitcan
bereally spectacular.”

Bakkerud will join former World RX
rival Sebastien Loeb in Paris next
week. He said: “I've been told it’s crazy
toracethereandI'veheardthere are
up to 60,000 people at the event and it’s
bigonTV.It’d beniceto getaresult.”

Dubourg and Panis to
battle for Andros title

Triple Andros Trophy champion
Jean-Baptiste Dubourgmoved a
step closer to claimingafourth
successive crown last weekend
ontheopeningday at Lansen
Vercors with victory, then finished
third on day two to extend hislead.
Thetitle will be decided inan
internal combustion engine v electric
power showdown in the final event of
the year at Super Besse this weekend,
aselectricracer Aurelien Panisisthe
only driver that can stop Dubourg
takingthetitle. Panis was third and
then fifth in the tworoundslast
weekend, while hisfather, ex-F1
racer Olivier, won on day two.

Photos: B Bade, Trevor Coulson

8 Lithuanian has
. set out for title

Citroen C2racer Juozas Meskauskas
istargeting a title challenge in

the BTRDA Clubmans Rallycross
Championship Production

category this season.

The Lithuanian driver has spent
the last two years developing both
his skills and his JD Garage-run
Citroen C2, spending much of 2018
working on set-up options ahead
of atitle attack this year.

“When I started I wanted to win.
We’ve come close a few times and
we’re still hoping to do that,” he

told MN. “Last year we sacrificed
the season to find the right settings,
with thingslike tyre pressures and
things you are allowed within the
tight controls of the class. Ithink
we’ve found the sweet spot for the
car. We knocked over a second off
our lap times on some circuits and
Ithink we’re in a good position to
contend for the championship.”
Meskauskas, who finished on the
podium at the penultimate round of
the series at Blyton last season, says
the closer he gets to the frontin the

Meskauskas aims for glory in the BTRDA Clubmans Production division in 2019

clubman’s series, the harder it
becomes to succeed. “The closer you
are to the front, the guys are often the
most experienced, but some of them
gettoo excited too,” he added. “That’s
where all the fun is happening, it’s
not necessarily the quickest that
wins, but the cleverest. I know now
much more thanIdid before, so we’re
hoping we have areally strong chance
to fight for the title this season.”

Meskauskas’ JD team will also
continue torent out a sister C2 at
Clubman events.

Hansen to tackle Swedish
event in RX Lites machine

Swede Kevin Hansen willracea Team
Faren Supercar Litesmachineinthe
one-day Swedish Winter Championship
this Friday in Sundsvall.
Team principal Eric Faren explained:
“It’sexcitingtohave Kevinin thecar,
we’ve known each otheralongtime”
Hansen won the RX Lites Cup (now RX2)
in 2015 before graduating to Supercar, while
Team Faren hasrun British RX champions
Dan Rooke and Nathan Heathcote in RX2
inthelasttwo seasons.

Hansenwill race for Faren

Gundersen and Evjen to join forces to contest single-make RX2 series this season

Former European Rallycross TouringCar
champion Ben-Philip Gundersen will
remain in World Rallycross’ RX2 single-
make support category this season
havingnetted a pair of victoriesin his
maiden campaignlast year.

He will continue to be joined by
fellow Norwegian Sondre Evjen inthe
JCRaceteknik teamin both RX2and
RallyX Nordic.

“Last year was good for me and I know
the competition will be atleast ashigh,
if noteven higher,” said Gundersen, who

wonthe EuroRX TouringCar title in 2016.
“My goal will be to be on the podiumin
both RX2 and RallyX Nordic.”

Evjen impressed on his one-off Supercar
debutin Latvialast September but will
remain in RX2 for another term.

“Together with the team we will fight
for avictory in both championships,”
Evjensaid. “Thad a couple of events
that went really badly in 2018, which
unfortunately meant we were unable
tofight for the top of the points. I was
sixth in RX2last year,and thirdin RallyX
Nordic-this year I'm aiminghigher.”

Both drivers will competein the
@8 Swedish Winter Championship

atSundsvall this weekend.

Gundersenwill remain in RX2




30 JANUARY 30 2019 motorsport-news.co.uk Advertising enquiries: 0203 405 8110

HAVE YOUR SAY
WE NEE" Yﬂ“! EMAIL TWITTER

GET INVOLVED WITH MN = ¥ )=

FACEBOOK
Q)‘Momspm News’ l :
T '

Ogier: Class that can shine anywhere

Frenchman was made to work hard, but pulled off a win on Citroen comeback

When the music stopped on the World Rally Championship roundabout last season, six-time champion Sebastien Ogier had landed
back at Citroen. He departed M-Sport after two title-winning campaigns and decided to return to the deeper pockets of the French
manufacturer that had given him his big break a decade before.

It did seem an odd choice, though. The C3 WRC had been a difficult beast to tame. Only Sebastien Loeb had managed to push the carto avictory ina
turbulent 2018. Ogier's M-Sport Ford Fiesta was clearly a more refined machine, and the engineering depth of Toyota and Hyundai had pushed their products
to the front of the pack. Citroen was lagging behind.

But Ogier’s victory in Monte Carlo, his 45th at the top level, showed that his skills behind the wheel can compensate for a machine thatisn’t yet on point.
Given his experience, he will no doubt extract more from it over the course of 2019, which should be a worry for his rivals in the service park.

Matt James, Editor (Twitter: @MattJMNews)

MN does not always agree with opinions expressed in letters

DIGITAL .. WRITETOUS

MotorsportNews
1EtonStreet,
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Robert Clayson’s Brands photograp

FAVOURJ
THE WEEEIP!F

Ben Lawrence, aged 9, snapped this shot of an MG ]2 at the recent Clee Hill Trial Sideways does it...from David Harbey Another one from Robert Clayson

GOT AN OPINION? y 2 2 LET US KNOW: LETTERS@MOTORSPORT-NEWS.CO.UK
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Catch all the action from the final ever races
of the GP3 Series in Abu Dhabi ahead of it
becoming the FIA Formula 3 Championship
in 2019 (Thursday, 1545-1740hrs, Sky
Sports F1).

ART's Anthoine Hubert would claim the
final title but who would win the feature and
sprint races over the course of the weekend?

Relive the 2019 Dakar Rally as
competitors tackled the gruelling route
through Peru (Friday, 0945-1015hrs,
Eurosport 1).

Nine-time World Rally champion Sebastien

motorsport-news.co.uk JANUARY 30 2019 31

Photos: LAT, Kevin O'Driscoll, Charlotte Motor Speedway, rallyretro.com .

Immediately after that you can watch the
third round of the 2018/19 Formula E
season from Chile (Friday, 1015-1115hrs,
Eurosport 1). Two different drivers and
teams won the opening two races, but
would that turninto three?

And finally, catch all the thrills and spills
from the opening round of the World Rally
Championship from the Monte Carlo Rally
(Sunday, 1345-1445hrs, BT Sport 1).

Loeb was returning, this time with
Hyundai, to try and win his eighth Monte
but would face stern opposition.

Autosport Media UK Limited,
1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG, UK

EDITORIAL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 3 405 8149

Like us on Facebhook: search ‘Motorsport News'
Twitter: @ MNmotorsport

Web: www.motorsport-news.co.uk

Loeb was trying to take his first ever win on the Sebastien Ogier is now in a Citroen
world-famous event and his main opponentfor  while his main title rivals from last year,
the victory in the final week would be two-time ~ Toyota's Ott Tanak and Hyundai's Thierry
Dakar winner Nasser Al-Attiyah. Neuville, would be hard to beat.

PN . iy = = -'-.‘.‘-' i Editor Matt James

matt.james@motorsport-news.co.uk

Final ever races of the GP3 Series took place at the AbuDhabi Circuit

i Deputy Editor Stephen Lickorish
: stephen.lickorish@motorsport-news.co.uk
Group National Editor Jack Benyon

jack.benyon@motorsport.com

Reporter Stefan Mackley

stefan.mackley@motorsport-news.co.uk

: Porsche GT1 1998
| - Atthebackend ofthe 1990s

: myriad manufacturers were doing
battle in the World Sportscar
Championship and the liveries of
Mercedes, BMW and Toyota were
allincredible. But the 1998 Porsche
911 GT1 takes the biscuit with this
Mobil 1-themed corker. It won Le . ; ] -
' Mans with Laurent Aiello, Allan : AATE PnsTEN :
. McNish and Stephane Ortelli. :
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Chevrolet Monte Stuart Codiing

: Carlo 1997

¢ Obviously the rainbow Dupont
Jeff Gordon paint scheme is one
of the most famous in motorsport.
: Butforthe 1997 All Star race the
: team was sponsored by Jurassic
Park, and the car was a monster.
With every part designed to be as

+  Origination/Repro Dave Sternberg

Photography LAT Images: Steven Tee, Glenn
Dunbar, Sam Bloxham, Zak Mauger
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Ford Escort RS Cosworth 1994
Malcolm Wilson won the 1994 British Rally Championship following a purple

patch of Colin McRae (1991 and '92) and Richard Burns (1993), buthelped ~ : fastas possible without cost

to inspire a generation of rally fans with a bold Michelin Pilot livery. It regularly consideration —and pushing the
appears in rally fans’ favourite livery lists, and it's definitely on mine. The only : regulations to the limit — Gordon
improvement would be better Tarmac wheels... : wiped the floor with its competition.
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Brand New Private Seller Rates
Lineage:

25 words = £25 (£30 inc vat)

25 words + Picture = £35 (£42inc vat)
Extra 10 words = £5 (£6 inc vat)

Full Colour 4x1 Box Advert

£50 (£60 inc vat)

£10 per extra column cm (£12 inc vat)
Private seller Offer

25% off when you book for 4 weeks

Motorsport News Classified
offers a fantastic opportunity to
advertise to a uniquely motorsport
based audience. Advertising with
us puts your advert right in front
of a very hands on and involved
motorsport market.

If you wish to advertise in the
Motorsport News Classified please
call 0203 4058 110 ox

email mnads@motorsport.com
Deadline: Mondays at 12noon
(subject to change on Bank Holiday
weeks)

Payment: Cheques and postal
orders should be made payable to
Autosport Media UK Ltd

SPARES AND ACCESSORIES

Address for advertising

Motorsport News Advertising
1 Eton Street,
Richmond,

TW9 1AG

Important

The publishers reserve the right to refuse
advertisements and do not accept liability for
clerical or printers errors.

Terms for approved accounts strictly net within
30 days. The advertisers name and address
must accompany all advertisements, whether for
publication or not.

Any advertisement received too late for publication
and any advertisement received too late for
inclusion in the current issue will automatically be
inserted in the next available issue.

If you are a trade advertiser this must be
indicated in your advertisement. Advertisers
are also reminded that they are responsible for
complying with legal requirements currently in
force.

Six weeks notice prior to issue date required
for cancellation of any advertisement. All Verbal
confirmation taken on the phone is binding.

Cancellation and refunds not guaranteed.
Terms of acceptance of advertising are available
on request.
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POLICIES FOR

v COMPETITION CARS
v RALLY & RACE CARS
v" SERVICE VEHICLES

Hawk and Carbotech
motorsport compounds

= rh@inrh‘*
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PERFOARAMAMNCE BRAKES

Cambridge
Motorsport Parts

www.cambridgemotorsport.com
sales@cambridgemotorsport.com

DURATEC (s ZETEG) | [¢]]\] 55

DURATEC ZETEC

ENGINE | ENGINE

» 2.0-2.5 Litre ; »1.6,1.8 & 2.0 Litre
200-340 BHP A 188-275 BHP

» ; »

4

COMPLETE ENGINE & COMPONENT DEVELOPMENT

wwwwwwww.dunnellengines.com /i1

Tel: +44 (0) 1449 677 726 E-Mail: info@dunnellengines.com
Unit 10 Tomo Business Park, Tomo Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 5EP, England

Full range of engine components for:
LOTUS FORD TWIN-CAM
LOTUS 900-SERIES
VAUXHALL XE
VAUXHALL ECOTEC
ROVER K-SERIES

Call or buy online!
QEDMOTORSPORT.CO.UK

01509 4 3

Roce Exhoust=0
The Stainless Steel Rally Exhaust Specialists ...

E] Follow Us E Like Us

twitter.com/SimpsonExhausts facebook.com/SimpsonRaceExhausts
01753532222 |/ Simpson Exhausts

« Repairs to aluminium and magnesium
wheels and castings.

+ Wheels chemically stripped, fine
bead blasted and powder coated.

+Wheels inserted and PCD and
offset altered.

( Chevette )

- Manufacturers of cars and components
to build Works spec Chevette HS/HSR.

+ HSR body kits, springs, shocks, roll
cages and all parts required and all
parts required to build cars to works
spec.

- 40 years of experience to share.

IAN JEMISON
ENGINEERING

HOME FARM, 81 MAIN STREET,
BISHOPTHORPE, YORK, YO23 2RA

= N
|Alloywheelrepairs.com |

01904 703 863,

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

TO
ADVERTISE
YOUR NEW
PRODUCTS

AND
SERVICES IN
OUR NEXT
ISSUE CALL

0203
405 8109

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

We supply a
comprehensive range of
wiring products for repair,
modification or complete
rewire to your vehicle

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel: 0115 9305454 | email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products Ltd,
9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire, DE7 8EF.

Rebuild Timel... %"

Fast and Reliable Delivery of
Forged Pistons and Conrods

a compromise

CALL:(0)1462 684300
X Cambridge sales@cambridgemotorsport.com
) § .MOtOTSPOﬂ: Parts

Unit 5 Lacre Way, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 | NR. www.cambridgemotorsport.com
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'ﬂ.compbrake.com
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DOLOMITE SPRINT FOR SALE
EX GERRY MARSHALL RACING

A Rebuilt 2014 and maintained to a high standard

E ' iy Multi Gerry Marshall Trophy entrant

Continual race history from 1981

\1\\\

tim@hmorley.co.uk | 01483 575304 | 01483 898418 £55,000
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AS PERFORMANCE.COM
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If you would like to advertise
your products or

services here please email

Benjamin.kavanagh@

g’\ ﬂ ( } motorsport.com

PRICES STARTING FROM £75, PLEASE CALL TO DISCUSS
MSA / Competitor discounts available
5 0203 405 8109

Wholesale, Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome
T @ WHITELINE, (S)brembe FERODO| =@ ZPAGID
UK factory agent/stockist for PFC brakes, Pagid Competition, etc.

0191 410 3770 0191 410 7711 f /ASPerformanceUK
info@asperformance.com www.asperformance.com
® @ASPerformanceUK

www. asptrading.co.uk

Bright LED - e — S~ L &4 . ~
dashboard ] ' \ - . |
lighting bulbs ' High power LE
. /! e - stop & tail light
* —— bulbs
E

ot

|

We have o0, A - ——
been upgrading Y & | — —— i ,
. . of8 w
car lighting _ ‘4 ‘
for 40 years. [ AY) | it Bright sharp LED
Our advice is | flasher upgrades
free. : plus headlights
: : : & .
We design unique products to make your classic more
car better, brighter and safer. Pound for pound,

nothing else makes more difference.

01789 576109

enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

H'EI

-l

www.bettercarlighting.co.uk
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Ford Focus MK1 Rally Car For Sale - EX Kieran Doherty

2 Litre ZETEC engine.

Straight Cut Gear Box 12 point
cage

909 pro suspension.

MSA Log Book issued in 2005
Car Registered: 31st July
2000

MOT'D until May 2019.

For more information or queries about the car please call
Alistair on 01579 324 888 or 07966 290 351

MARKETPLACE

%ﬂ MARDI GRAS
/7 77 MOTORSPORT

Performance Instruments

EC.‘-HF'IIC.‘-K

FEHODO

BAC G

CALL FOR MORE INFO 2R BRUNEL CLOSE Email: info@mardigras.co.uk
01327 858 006 DRAYTON FIELDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE | www.mardigras.co.uk
DAVENTRY. NN11 8RB www.performanceclutch.co.uk

LDOCKINGES

engineering

Advanced Cooling Systems

Water Radiators / )
Intercoolers 7/ / «g
Oil Goolers =

Heat Exchangers
System Design
Ancillary Products

Manufactured to your requirements
by the UK's leading supplier.

info@dockingengineering.com
+44 (0) 1327 857164
+44 (0) 1327 858011
www.dockingengineering.com

i~ g Unit 15 Silverstone Cirouit :
®E| Certified to CAA & AWS Silverstone, Northants
=== \Welding Standards NN12 8TL, United Kingdom

“They’re a semi-secret way to wear your car nerd
on your sleeve, but stylish enough that you'll get
compliments on them from people who don’t know
the secret meaning behind the pattern.”

use discount code MOTORSPORTNEWS20 for 20% off at
www.striipedesign.com
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mOI'orsporl‘ RECRUITMENT

DRIVEN BY
JOBS PASSION
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Find your dream J

Find the latest jobs in motorsport

Apply for a job with just one click

Upload your CV and let recruiters find you

Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move

molorsport

motorsportjobs.com Motorsport jobs

- A Motorsport
Network Company
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS
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BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

T

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

Style and Substance

Introducing the new Race Transporter 6 by Brian James Trailers. An even more
stylish and capable enclosed trailer specifically suited to car transportation.

New features include a standard automatic tilt-operation, invaluable for all
professional motorsport or transport operations. An extra side access hatch
door provides the ability to easily reach in for securing the standard
equipment ‘over wheel strap system.

In addition, many new optional features are now available, all designed to
offer the latest technology and improved convenience to all operators.

Race Transporter trailers are available from £ 7,699 + vat

Race Transporters are available ex-stock at many UK dealers.
Please visit our website or call us for further details.

T +44 (0)1327 308 833
TRANSPORTER
QAGE — B For more information and details on the Brian James Trailers range, please contact our head office
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TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

l , HIGH QUALITY TRAILERS

FOR CLUB, PRIVATE AND

www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com PRO MOTORSPORTS

Woodford covered trailers
Superior in design, quality and finish

Woodford Trailers Limited | 14 Great Central Way, Daventry, Woodford Halse, Northants, NN11 3PZ | Telephone 01327 263384
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Authorised stockists for:

PHILIPSRG~S

and many more...

01527 908676 | www.phoenixautobulbs.co.uk

01933 411 993

jondelrace@aol.com

BDG RACE & RALLY SPECIALISTS
FOR OVER 40 YEARS
TOYOTA, VAUXHALL, MISTUBISHI, SUBARU AND ALL FORD
ENGINES CATERED FOR. ENGINE DYNO TESTING & MAPPING.
CYLINDER HEAD MODIFICATIONS,
PRECISION SURFACE GRINDING.

WWW.DTWENGINES.COM | TEL. +44 (0)1279-422128

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

GroupB Motorsport are the ROTARY ENGINE SPECIALISTS
We have engines available for Track day cars, Saloon racing and our NEW!

GPB Spec for historic rallying Talk to us about your requirements and we will
put together the best package with engines producing 250bhp up to 550bhp

{Kﬁ For more infomation email: sales@groupbmotorsport.com
GroupB Motorsport

call Mark on: 01244 822 327 or visit: groupbmeotorspori.com

WEB DIRECTORY

(€29:9:4:10).4 2 RACEWEAR

Gearboxman.com
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES

Gearboxes and Axles for Road // Race // Rally // & more
Telephone: 01582 840 008 Fax: 01582 840 007

RACE CARS

"~ phone. 07771 762145

MCR's for sale
arrive & drive packages

RACE & RALLY PARTS

MARDI GRAS

\\ \\ MOTORSPORT

www.mardigras.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

SBD Motorsport

Specialists in the design & manufacture of management systems, engine
kits & components for use in all types of motorsport worldwide.

W: sbdev.co.uk E: sbdmotorsport@btconnect.com T: +44 (0) 208 391 0121

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Silverstone

The best of racewear & kartwear
www.gprdirect.com

RACEWEAR

Passionate About Motorsport

RACEWEAR

Teamwear Speclallsts -

Qéﬂnt
®Quick Tumamund

®Min Order Only 4
®No Logo Set Up Fees
www.iogomeup.co.u

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

IMEUP

e Performance Tuning Specialists
e 2WD Superflow Rolling Road,
1200 bhp and 220 mph capacity
e Life Racing and Omex Engine Management
e Weber, Dell’Orto and SU Carburettor Agents
Plus much more, Contact us on

01604 766624

— Northampton
Motorsport

e-mail
northamptonmotorsport@btconnect.com

or visit
northamptonmotorsport.com

GEARBOXES

-ort{gport Part[:]e))4

Performance and Tuning Parts

Leading performance brands online

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Avanti Motorsport Transmissions
84 West End Street, Somerset, BA16 OLP
+44 (01458) 446517
avantimotors@btconnect.com

- Rally and Race Gearboxes
- 6 Speed Sequential Gearboxes
- 5 & 6 speed Gearkits
- Limited Slip Differentials etc.

GEARBOXES

BRIAN JAMES TRAILERS

¥ Connected to you

www.brianjames.co.uk

TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS

Autoparts and Hydraulics

sales@LMAautoparts.com

www.EMPIRE RV.co.uk
L-i\’i:‘ﬂa' tire lmigh fite
Tel: +44 (0) 1761 300 489

www.EmpireRV.co.uk m info@EmpireRY.co.uk

RACE & RALLY PARTS

Rally & Race Gearboxes,

GearKits, LSD's and Driveshafts

1: 01782280136 F: 01782269913
E: sales{@eliteracingtransmissions.com

i g: Transmissions

sit: EliteRacingTransmissions.com

THE VOICE OF BRITISH MOTORSPORT

OTORSPORT

Stock and custom made
FiA Fuel Cells.
Short lead times.
01527 521050

wwwi.classicworldracing.co.uk

Ben Kavanagh

Classified Advertising
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8109

E: ben.kavanagh@motorsport.com

3 3N
COMPOMOTIVE

MOTORSPORT WHEELS

Winning all over the world since 1973...

Heat treated alloy wheels now back in production.
Including CXR, ML and MO

WWW.COMPOMOTIVE.COM

Tel. 00 44 1952 850618 sales@comp.co.uk

THIS CLASSIFIED SECTION WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
Ben Webster

Senior Production Coordinator
T: +44 (0) 20 3405 8131

E: ben.webster@motorsport.com




