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/.7 AST. Sunday :Steve Davis, World
snooker champion in 1988, was
voted BBC Televrsrons Sports

Personahty of the Year.’ There'are 50 Jmany

- SPOrts” awards these days, ‘most*of : them-

- linked. to’ pubhc relations’ and'‘advertising’

promotlons, ‘that’the’ concept of rewardmg .
- excellence has.almost lost:its: meamng But .

the’ BBC-award;-backed" by« tradition and:"’
vxewers poll is™

signifi cantly the result of a
for real..” '::-~~_' B AL
Steve Davns 1s the f’rsf snooker p!ayer
to win thns truly prestrglous award, That he.
did ‘'so;in .an-Olympic year, — -double: srlver
medalist Linford' Chnsue was sTunner-up —-
-and-aftér a triumphant séason for. British "
golfers — Sandy- Lyle, UIS.: Masters and
World: Matchplay champron ﬁnlshed in.’
third™place — proves that .in-the’ pubhc
mind at least, snooker; the cinderalla sport:

l:‘.

that Davis:graces with such’ dlstmctxon, has ¥ e

at last achieved respectabxhty. fy i 502

The honour bestowed on thrs
31-year-old Londoner last 'week 1S nothmg
less:. than~ a tnumph ‘of - the’ pubhcs good -
taste and _sporting: sensrbxhty over:one. of -
the ‘most.; endurmg cand- pre;udxcral.
conspiracies ever-mounted, agamst a.sport,
which. has ensured that: desprte its‘immense
p0pulanty wnth the’ people, snooker has
_-never, beéen’ given: the: ‘coverage. 1t deserves by_
sportswrnters in; these 1slands. S PR ‘
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. ‘Prisoners" ot’ newspaper tradttton,

S .e'~ v

. resentfil: of ‘the: power -and ‘immediacy of \.

-television. which in: contemporary times':

~often: challenges. 'and : undermines. thexr.,
status .of. sole. provrders -of - facts-and
comment, print journalists have "tried: to .
_ pretend (a) that snooker didn’t exist and (b)

“that even, rf 1t dnd xt wasn t m any case renl ¥
. sport. T, :

e

“Well rt does exrst and snooker 1s real'

and what’s more the game populansed by .

televnsxon, ‘and ' none “the *worse- for that,

~ possesses in Steve Davis its great champron,

‘the ' finest_-sportsman .-~ amateur or’
professxonal — currently playmg in these

tslands. 2o

_Last ‘Sunday, BBC vrewers
acknowledged this'by,. preferrmg ‘Davis’ to’?

‘champions® ‘from:’what;. have- hitherto’ :been’*‘ 5

regarded as'more real- or: acceptable’. sports :

. liké~athletics ‘and: golf: ‘Linford- Christie’ is

.-the fastest” European sprinter.'of -all ‘time,.
“Sandy:Lyle had enjoyed the most successful.
season | of any Aritish golt‘er in hlstory '

. Yet it. was Steve : Davis, who won  his -

f' fth ‘World: Snooker-Championship last: " -

~May, “that-the “people: chose. Unlike the

2 SpOrtswriters, " .those enthralled by televised -

snooker apprecnate Just how real this sport

1s.. And perh\aps more profoundly the_ .
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people sense: that in snooker, as embodted S
" by Steve Davis, the values of graciousness ™
“and. self-drsetphne are preserved -and:’
" honoured:’ “This ;in a. sporting-world:: ,
_increasingly ;' threateneéd': -by. . greed;y: ;-__,:'-j.
commercialism, cheating and, in many.field ", 7257
sports- like ‘cricket, - soccer ‘and; rugby, :
" violence, that; borders on and-is frequently 8~ ', :
deﬁmtton of blackguardrsm.. Pt S

. The coarsening of British' socnety — not

yet,: thank God apparent here '-? ,1s

Ly "'v-'.esb
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i 1mmune from prevathng values. ‘Snooker j ; :
hkewrse. These two: sports. ‘have ,rnuchz in. t' i AR LY aantut smas
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- common: Both-are for the individual.’ Both! il o ~ AR % N A
demand precxsnon. In snookeér:as-in: golr'the one more blg pay day -— away from
person you've-got to beat is: yourself Both _..permanent damage to his health.:: T
:are mind: games. No team surrounds you: to: : 'Reflect~on the- O]ymplc Games and
» offer protection in moments of weaknese; to . - _'-Ben Johnson — and the medal winners.who.-
“‘camouflage your weaknesseS. exasserate - also took:drugs: but. were-smarter-— better
your strengths. x e : ot
.- In’ snooker as:in golf cheattng is’
“virtually impossible; indeed-in’ an- age: when
ruthless-bending of the rules is. encouraged
and often admired :in" other sports —: Viv:
Anderson’s recent proselytising in favour ot‘ Vit
the professxonal foul” in soccer being. a:
. case_in point — golf-and snooker: pros
" regularly. observe the ethics. of their sports- -
,,. by calling foul on theg:selves. i {,,_L,Mgg;:i e
YN Sport ‘shoiild; be,tand-if iwe; arerto;
remaxn civilised' must_be,"'well’ rnannered”
decent free of - the'vices: of* commerce ‘dnd .
poltttcs. Sport must appeal to: ‘what is ‘best- - }
... in. mankind — and reward -it'— rather than' "
what’s 'worse-and ‘reward-that, Sadly; what Cah ...taken the game directly. to the people. and..
-..ought to be is. rarely reﬂected in-the rnodern ..-by honouring:Steve Davis ‘as they did -last
SPOI'UUS world.-,...: X R T BRI weck, the? people. have :proved: that- their -
~Look at the evxl of professxonal boxmg,
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And ‘while ‘we're -in - the ‘mood for~
reflectxon,cconszder the meanness of spirit -
that - coloured September’s::All-Ireland.
Football Final, the naked blackguardism. of
every. Rugby Umon Internattona[
Champlonshxp .and- - the. vnclousness
- prevalent in Test' Cricket where jaws are
«:smashed: by bowling: atmed*at‘ :heads;rather- .

ylwthan*stumps.---x : Y
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,, £ Snooker, a: working-class sport bad!y SR
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+ antidote to the’ poisonous--‘norm™ ot‘----

~“finely:.tuncd: than the: instincts ‘of those in'-

1ts exploitation .of’ young 'men “like* Mike:
“Tyson, and now. it seems’ Barry- McGungan, .-,_'; i newspaper offices. who would arbttrate on

;. whostand:only one. good- beating.— ‘and - _.such matters. - . .0 - L T R e
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.*advised” — than this pathetnc vrctxm “of-the - e’

‘served:'or’ ignored: by ‘the" press;ns “the-=-*-

mswa

By Dav:s, print journalists’ have’ invariably:
- ... referred to him as a “machine” rather than'*

: tell the truth . . .'which’is that he is a great’”
... Sportsman possessing the qualities ofskill,
‘nerve, discipline and courage that separates”’

. these’ virtues,
: 'necesssarxly ‘do- the same. The extent tcr
. which the real world has corrupted modern::
- sport reflects precisely the degree by whreh'

i tL-

When they. have dergned to. profil

u.‘

champions from their rivals. Sport’ rewards®’
the ‘real ‘world does -not*

sport in our txme is dnnmshed X

Snooker, retammg 1ts tradmonal ethos*

“and..in’ the ‘person of:Davis rewardmg the:

Eamon Dunehz IR

qumtessentlal values : which: are being-
eroded in other games, survives ... and-

- like golf continues to ﬂounsh and thus ofrer~
- us hope.- . ‘s Y

Hope to those of us who desparr when:
other sports and their heroes are tarnished.:
. .Hope to the young and innocent  who
: ‘believe in real heroism as opposed to drug:

7:,vmduced glory or-. honours ~won by

“professional fouls”. { %
The triumphant exnstence of Steve--

- - Davis,  drug-free, well. mannered, engaged-

. by the simple tools of cue and coloured*

'.-" sty ',l,.o-«.
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‘ ,contemporary sportmg life. Television® has - .,

i ,-'-'_tnstinet for. what is real-and proper is- more"

i‘
e

‘balls in a battle of mind and spirit is for this: |

{'observer as for the millions who watch on®
. -television, a source of real inspiration. - :?
tmq

. S How extraordmary therefore that not a

smgle rna)or sportswrrter in- Britain will’

iwrrte about this game, acknowledge its real

glory,,or promote its’ real ‘heroes.”> In?--
‘choosing * Steve 'Davis, “ British Sport-

:Personality of .the. Year,: BBC viewers’
:signalled’ a major advancé for snooker in

-this ‘'marvellous game’s: Long. March from:
the dingy obscurity .of the back streets:
Sportswriters,  Governments - and /those in:

-the 'sports community who share their

. :disregard for snooker should. heed .this
‘mark of the public’s respect and affection
‘for'the heroes of the green baize. . .« . - ;
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