


As Formula One makes its annual visit to Budapest, the Lake 
Balaton resort also got a taste of the action yesterday with a visit 
from Toro Rosso and Red Bull. But other drivers have also been 
making the news. Turn over to find out who has been in trouble  
in a new vehicle, who forgot he owned one, and who wishes 
they’d not got into a certain car at all…



It’s a favourite phrase of policemen the 
world over when pulling over a wayward 
driver: “Who do you think you are? 
Michael Schumacher?” Well, for a few 
English policemen called to investigate 
a road accident in Kent this week, it was 
probably the first time the answer came 
back: “Well, yes I am.”

While driving a Fiat Ducati van to 
a private airport in the southern English 
county, he reportedly hit a barrier, which 
then hit the leg of a car dealer, thrusting 
him onto the bonnet of another van.

Mark Kingham told UK newspaper 
the Mirror that he was closing the 
security gate at his premises when 
Schumacher’s van struck it.

“I was putting the security bars up 
outside the garage before going home. 
I have to stand on the edge of the road 
and keep an eye on traffic,” Kingham 
explained. “Out of nowhere I heard 
a bang from behind me. It spun me round 
and I was thrown forward onto my face, 
hitting the bonnet of a parked van. Then 
I saw a big blue van go by and realised 
they’d hit me. I thought I recognised the 
driver, but my head was spinning.”

The police were called, and when the 
officers turned up they asked Kingham 
to wait in his office while they spoke to 
Schumacher. “An officer came in and 
said, ‘This guy’s claiming to be Michael 
Schumacher.’ Then another told us she’d 
seen his ID and it was him. The police 
realised I wasn’t too injured and told us 
to swap addresses, then he just got back 
in the van and drove off.”

Schumacher’s spokesperson, Sabine 
Kehme, later said: “There was a collision, 
but nobody was injured. Michael co-
operated with police. There is nothing 
else we wish to say.”

We would, though. We’d like to know 
why Michael was driving a van. Was it 
a bizarre PR stunt? Was he on his way 
home after a secret drive at the WTCC 
round at Brands Hatch? Or was it more 

to a 6-6 draw against a Hungarian all-star 
team, in front of 10,000 spectators. 
Giancarlo Fisichella, Sebastian Vettel 
and Nico Rosberg were also joined this 
time out by Zsolt Baumgartner, the 
former Minardi man, who was Hungary’s 
first F1 driver of the modern era.

McLaren CEO Martin Whitmarsh 
yesterday confirmed that Heikki 
Kovalainen will race for the team 
again next year, confirming 
speculation that the Finn has done 
enough to deserve the option he has 
in his contract being taken up. 
Kovalainen said he was delighted 
with the news and admitted that he 
would happily remain with the team 
for as long as they would have him. 
“First of all, I can say I am very, very 
happy with this team. There is great 
potential in this team and I want to 
be part of it. I would be happy to finish 
my career at this team, to be honest. 
I have never been worried about my 
contractual situation. Since the beginning 
of my McLaren career it has been the 
target to extend this relationship for 
many years,” he added.

Most people who buy a new car can’t 
wait to get behind the wheel and drive 
it hard along a country lane or two. But 
when you’re a multi-millionaire F1 driver 
with a garage full of toys, the more likely 
response is. “Wow! I didn’t even know I 

sinister? Last weekend happens to have 
been the date of the Super Aguri auction 
in England. What chance there was 
a new Schu toy in the back of the van 
in the shape of an SA06?

Michael’s haste to get to the airport 
seems to have paid off, however, as the 
seven-time champion was in Budapest 
on Wednesday night for another F1 
drivers’ football team game. With opera 
legend Plácido Domingo as honorary 
coach, captain Schumacher led his side 

What’s F1 Hot... or Not?

Drivers are often seen to twist controls inside the cockpit. ‘Ah yes, 
he’s adjusting his brake balance’, says the commentator, knowingly. 

What’s he talking about? Williams’ Sam Michael explains…

had one of those. Cool!” That seems 
to be the case with Kimi Räikkönen. 
Remember how the world champion 
bought Sharon Stone’s 1974 Chevrolet 
Corvette in a charity auction in Monaco? 
Well, a few months later and Kimi still 
hasn’t seen the car. In fact, he doesn’t 
even know where it is. “I haven’t got it 
yet,” he told German magazine Auto 
Motor und Sport. “Honestly, I don’t 
even know where it is, whether I have 
to pick it up or if they are sending it to 
me.” Best of all though, is that the Finn 
isn’t really bothered. “I didn’t buy it 
because I really wanted it, but just 
for charity,” he insisted.

Going to a race in any city always means 
taking a little extra care of yourself and 
your belongings, but news reached us 
yesterday of a particularly nasty scam 
perpetrated on one of the teams’ 
mechanics here on Wednesday night. 
The team member, who didn’t wish to 
be named, told us that after hailing 
a cab in the city he was driven straight 
past his hotel, despite asking to stop, 
and eventually parked in a quiet street 
where two thugs then took him from the 
vehicle. He was frogmarched to the 
nearest ATM where he was made to 
withdraw and hand over 100,000 HUF 
(€433). The poor mechanic was then 
abandoned. No physical harm was done, 
but the team member just wanted us 
to warn everyone in the paddock to 
be careful out there.

BRAKE BALANCE
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erihegy gave me a warm, wet welcome, as 
the drug dog at Customs urinated on my 
suitcase. He apparently didn’t like the 

Citrimax slimming tablets in my toiletry bag.  
I wasn’t too bothered because Budapest is one 
of the few places where wet-look luggage is still 
fashionable. All the same, I love the Hungarian 
weekend, because it signals the start of the F1 
summer holiday, with two free weekends before 
Valencia. My boyfriend told me we could either 
go to Ibiza or take a trip to Tiffany’s to buy me 
something nice. Yes, I know: why am I not going 
out with a man who can afford both? I wouldn’t 
say he’s short of money, but one night last winter 
he said to me, “Right, get your coat, it’s time for 
drinks.” I was surprised, as he always went out 
with his men friends on a Friday. “Am I coming 
with you?” I asked. “No, but I’m switching the 
heating off when I leave,” he replied. I’ve chosen 
the world-famous jewellers, because great sex 
doesn’t last forever, but diamonds do. 

We’re also in the middle of the testing ban, 
which gives all test-team mechanics time 
to check their life insurance policy, as 
the next few months will involve plenty 
of experimenting with the new KERS 
system. There have been several 
‘incidents’ so far, and my only 
advice to the boys on the front 
line is that now is not the time 
to go for a retro afro haircut, as it 
will be impossible to tell if you’re 
starting a trend or being buzzed 
with 400 volts of electricity. 

The Iron Curtain might 
have been removed a long 
time ago here in Eastern 
Europe, but you can  
still see the curtain pole  
and pelmets. Take the 
paddock for example: it’s 

had a bit of a makeover, but it’s still full of locals 
cleaning up and sitting outside the washrooms 
and generally finding work for the working man 
and woman. Back in the city, there’s a circus 
tucked away behind Heroes’ Square and I 
watched in amazement as one man’s sole job was 
clearing the crap out of the lion and tiger cages. 
It’s a filthy, dangerous job, up to your elbows  
in excrement, so I asked the man if he’d ever 
considered doing anything less demeaning. “Are 
you mad?” he replied. “And quit showbusiness?”

From the circus, I went to a restaurant that 
boasted Hungarian cuisine – a contradiction in 
terms. It was evidently the place to be and the 
local couple next to me were trying to make  
a fashion statement, but it’s difficult to say 
anything in Lycra and shoulder pads, so the only 
statement they made was “Yeuch!” Tomorrow, 
I’m planning to dine at the city’s famous Bulimia 
restaurant, where waiters bring up the menus.

There will be plenty of new faces in the media 
centre, because, as I mentioned, this is holiday 

time and there are the Olympics as well and 
many regular writers are replaced by 

temporary journalists who’ve never 
been near a GP. The temps really don’t 
have a clue, as you can tell from the 
lad who asked me, “Why, if it’s so hot 
here, do the drivers all wear gloves?”

Once this race is over, team bosses 
will be boarding their private jets to 

go to their private yachts moored 
off private islands, to contemplate 
the latest plans to cut costs in this 
extravagant sport. I suggest they 
get rid of an entire department 
back in the factory. The only 
dilemma is whether to go for 
Marketing or Health and Safety, as 
both tell you all sorts of things are 
going to happen, but they never do.

The summer atmosphere is electric…
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In the Formula One paddock, 
no one can hear you scream…
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It’s that time of year again. While everyone else is spending their holiday relaxing with 

15-hour shifts at the factory, team principals, drivers and middlemen will be bumping into 

one another on Riviera beaches. Deals will be done and contracts signed. For some, this 

might be the most important month of the year – but what are the drivers really thinking?



Anita Köböl

Yvette Molnár

Flóra Rétfalvi
Tímea Nagy

Nikolett Lehoczky Fanni Rózsa

Valentina Papp

Ágnes Tóth

Katherina Siklos

Agnes Torma
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Its organisers call it ‘motoring in the last 
paradise’, and so it was last weekend 
when a legendary motor racing cast list 
assembled to drive some of the most 
beautiful sporting machinery ever made.
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Show your Red Bull 
Nights Out guide to get 
a free vodka Red Bull at 
any of these great venues.

You can’t get more central than the Castle 
District in Budapest, and that’s exactly where 
you’ll find this lively American bar/restaurant, 
where the walls are dotted with old Hollywood 
posters. There’s a great lunch menu, live music 
and an extensive drinks list at what many locals 
consider the city’s finest cocktail bar. The steaks, 
duck and carpaccio are particularly renowned.

 
Dine in style aboard this three-deck boat, which 
features two restaurants, a terrace and five bars, 
including an Oriental bar below the water’s 
surface. Thanks to its prime location opposite 
Buda Castle and its fantastic views of Chain 
Bridge, this floating venue is popular with locals 
and tourists alike. The interiors are beautifully 
decorated and the atmosphere is relaxed. 

This monster of a club can pack in as many as 
6,000 people in one night. Some call it a club, 
some call it a restaurant, some a bar – in fact, it’s 
all that and more. Boasting the largest outdoor 
space in Budapest, complete with palm trees, 
dancing girls and tasty cocktails, you could be 
forgiven for thinking you’re in the Caribbean. 
Definitely the hottest place to party.

Known for its excessive parties and beautiful 
girls, this club is located on the banks of Shipyard 
Island (Hajógyári Sziget). Sumptuously decorated 
with white lounges and filmy white curtains 
blowing in the fresh river breezes, Bed Beach is 
the exotic summer-party venue for Budapest’s 
chic set. Don’t bother turning up unless you 
look and feel like a million dollars.

24hr

On the banks of the Danube, Budapest is one of Europe’s most beautiful 
capitals, with plenty of sights to see and places to party. The biggest party of 

them all, the mighty Sziget festival, might be a week away, but there’s still time 
to change your flight if you haven’t already booked your August holiday… 

Wish You Were Here!
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Anne-Laure Bonnet

Simon Davies

Laura Coles

Kieran Darcy

Fascinating facts about some paddock regulars.
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Budapest has been a fixture on the F1 calendar since 1986.  
How much do you remember of the past 22 years here?
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