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KEYNOTE
Dalia Mogahed
Dalia Mogahed is the Director of
Research at the Institute for Social
Policy and Understanding (ISPU)
where she leads the organization’s
pioneering research and thought
leadership programs on American
Muslims. As part of the ISPU, Mogahed
is spearheading a Reimagining Muslim
Spaces (RMS) initiative in which masajid and community
centers are called on to evaluate the diverse social, civic, and
economic needs of their congregants with special attention
to often marginalized groups, including women, youth, and
converts.
Utilizing case study analysis produced by the study, mosques
and community centers can reduce barriers to participation,
improve the services they offer and increase constituent
engagement. Through providing recommendations that
individuals, communities, and institutions can implement,
the RMS study will contribute to improved community
building, reduced marginalization and increased community
cohesiveness. The study is being conducted at masajid and
centers across the United States, including in Chicago, Illinois
to help guide leadership towards facilitating more inclusive
and welcoming spaces for all.
Dalia Mogahed is the former Executive Director of the Gallup
Center for Muslim Studies, where she led the analysis of
surveys of Muslim communities. Mogahed also has testified
before the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations about
U.S. engagement with Muslim communities. Her 2016 TED
talk titled “What it’s like to be Muslim in America” was named
one of the top TED talks that year.
In 2009, President Barack Obama appointed Dalia Mogahed
to serve on the role of Faith-Based and Community
Organizations in Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation
Task Force. Sr. Mogahed was one of six persons charged
with identifying how to foster greater communication and
cooperation among people of different religious traditions and
encouraging religious leaders to be involved in foreign policy
development and diplomacy.
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WHO WE ARE
Over 400,000 Muslim Americans reside in greater Chicago. An array of races,
ethnicities, and cultures, including Africans, Arabs, Europeans, and Asians, as well
as groups historically indigenous to the United States, such as African Americans,
European Americans, and Latin Americans, are reflected in the Muslim American
population of greater Chicago. The Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater
Chicago (CIOGC) serves as the catalyst that brnigs these diverse groups together.
Through their respective organizations, which include mosques, schools, and
community service organizations, CIOGC provides Chicago’s Muslims with a platform
to cooperate and collaborate in furtherance of work in the areas of civic engagement,
interfaith, and advocacy on behalf of Muslims.

MISSION
Our mission is to be the unifying federation of Islamic organizations of greater
Chicagoland, the leading advocate of Muslim community interests and a catalyst for
enriching American society.

VISION
The Council connects, empowers, represents and leads the diverse Muslim community
of Illinois by guiding them to play a constructive role in advancing positive social
change and progress in American society through civic education and engagement,
community building, youth development, interfaith collaboration, and media.
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Unity In Diversity
Assalamu Alaykum,

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) told one of his companions
that he was similar to Isa (Jesus) while he told another he
was similar to Musa (Moses). The Prophet (pbuh) understood
they had a difference in personality, yet he loved them both
dearly. At CIOGC, we follow in the footsteps of the Prophet
(pbuh) -- we love both Prophets Isa and Musa, and we love the
companions who resembled them.
Similarly, that is how we feel towards the various Muslim
communities in Chicago, each with their different
characteristics. We love and value them all, and seek to
bring them together to complement each other, and to work
for the betterment of a unified Muslim community and of society at large. In this quest, we
acknowledge the differences among us, in hopes that they enrich, rather than divide.
As CIOGC celebrates its 25th year, we are reminded of how quickly our community has grown
since its inception. The Muslim population in Chicagoland is now estimated at nearly half a
million people-- a diverse group from a wide array of backgrounds. We all come together united
in our faith in Islam, as surah Ali ‘Imran [3:103] in our blessed Qur’an calls us to “hold firmly to
the rope of Allah (God) all together and do not divide.”
In 1992, CIOGC was founded in response to the critical need of Muslims for a unifying platform
to bring the diverse Muslim community of Chicago together to meet, collaborate, and address
common issues of concern. This institution has since grown alongside the community. CIOGC
is proactively representing the Muslim community, addressing its important issues, and
nurturing its growth with services and programs such as IMAD, Eid Expo, Youth Expo, Chicago
Crescent, Zakat Chicago, and various interfaith activities.
The diversity of Muslims in Chicago is exemplified by the membership of the CIOGC. Our
member organizations include masajid, Islamic schools, and humanitarian and service
organizations from various ethnic and racial groups. CIOGC offers the Muslim community
opportunities to unite and positively influence society through civic engagement, developing
interfaith partnerships, empowering our youth, and truthfully representing Islam and Muslims in
media. Every year, our membership and participation grows, alhamdulillah. We are now faced
with tremendous challenges. The struggle against Islamophobia and inequality continues as
Muslims are presented with discriminatory travel bans, increased government scrutiny, and
violence in the form of hate crimes. Although these challenges may be daunting, they are
precisely the challenges CIOGC was founded to address.
Unity isn’t a utopian ideal, rather, it is an Islamic tenet. Like all aspirations, true unity results
from effort and cooperation. The active participation of our community in CIOGC’s activities
drives successful growth. We invite all to join us, to grow with us, and to celebrate our unity in
diversity.
Sincerely,
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Dr. Bassam Osman
Chairman, Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago

Empowerment Through Collaboration
With the approach of our annual dinner, as a community, we
ask ourselves what we have done, and in the coming year, how
are we to proceed. These questions are at the forefront of our
thoughts as we reflect what has been done over the last 25
years.
The first question, accomplishments, is the easier of the two
questions to answer. A record of what has been achieved is
often readily available for examination. Whether its advocacy at
the legislature in Springfield, Illinois or cultivating relationships
with our faith partners, we can recite what has been done
and what we have fallen short of accomplishing. The second
question, however, requires more deliberation.
The importance of this question, how to proceed from here, become more urgent in today’s
climate. With Islamophobia rising, bullying in schools increasing, and fundamental Islamic
principles, such as jihad or shariah, being distorted in the public sphere, we face the question
of how should we respond? We must respond with enthusiasm and hope.
We should respond with enthusiasm because right now we are witnessing more people
expressing an interest in Islam. They want to know their Muslim neighbor, who does not
celebrate their holidays, eat their foods, or whose major worship service is not on Sundays.
Faith groups are reaching out directly to Muslims to engage in dialogue and community work.
Government officials are giving a listening ear to the concerns of their Muslim constituency.
These actions are to be enthusiastically embraced. The enthusiasm with which we embrace
the actions of our neighbors should also be our reason for hope. Our circumstances are not
as hopeless as the media suggests. If it were, why do we have those who approach Muslims
to engage in dialogue for understanding, offering to assist Muslims in opposing injustices
affecting Muslims, or walking in rallies or signing advocacy petitions supporting Muslim
causes.
So, just as the diversity of our neighbors outside of our community brings reasons for
enthusiasm and hope, so too should the racial, ethnic and social diversity within our
community. Our challenge is refocusing our dialogue from discussions of differences to
conversations of collaboration.
As CIOGC and its members complete their celebration of 25 years of service to the
community, we must remind ourselves to strengthen our commitment to working with each
other. Whether it takes the form of learning best practices in the area of civic engagement
from a fellow member organization, or joining the call for justice on behalf of those who are
neglected in our society, we must continue working together. It is the mission of CIOGC to
double its efforts to be a guiding light for this spirit of collaboration with our neighbors, Muslim
and non-Muslim alike.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Asalamu Alaikum,

Sincerely,
G. Abdullah Mitchell
Executive Director, Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago
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25th Anniversary Community Dinner
MESSAGE FROM THE DINNER CHAIR
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Respected Community Members, Leaders and Honorable
Guests,
As-Salaamu Alaikum (Greetings of Peace),
On behalf of the Dinner Committee of the Council of Islamic
Organizations of Greater Chicago (CIOGC), I welcome you to
the 25th Anniversary Community Dinner! We are very excited
to celebrate with our community, friends, leaders and partners.
Our theme for this year’s dinner is: Unity in Diversity:
Empowerment through Collaboration.
As you can see around the room, we have such a rich diversity
that is microcosm of the global Muslim community, and we draw strength from this diversity
every day. Our community has come together to celebrate the 25 years of the work and service
of Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago which has been the unifying power and
has provided the platform for all the various communities to come together to develop solutions.
Our keynote speaker Dalia Mogahed is a well-known scholar who leads research and thought
leadership programs on American Muslims. She was appointed by President Barak Obama to
the President’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.
We also will recognize our Top Muslim Achievers, Dr. Dilara Sayeed and Dr. Ragab El-Rashidy,
who exemplify our theme as Muslim American leaders in the areas of Education and Medicine,
respectively.
We have put a lot of thought and planning to ensure you enjoy the program and celebrate with
us. This event would not have been possible without the extremely hardworking and talented
members of the Dinner Committee which includes community volunteers, CIOGC board
members, and staff.
We thank all of you, our generous donors, our member organizations, interfaith and civic
partners and our sponsors for your commitment to empower the Muslim American community
under the leadership of the CIOGC. As our community grows and our challenges increase,
an umbrella organization such as CIOGC, is crucial so that we can unify your voice and
Empowerment through Collaboration!
Thank you!
Tasneem Osmani
CIOGC Treasurer & Dinner Committee Chair
Dinner Committee Vice Chair: Adil Farid
Dinner Committee Members: Aadil Farid, Gazala Rahman, Bina Farid, Itedal Shalabi, Reema
Kamran, Sahira Sadiq, Sharon Bhaimia, Abdullah Mitchell, Aymen Abdel Halim, Farah
Bousmaha, Rita Sutton, Sanah Khan, and Zehra Antar

2017 Top Muslim Achievers
From the moment Dilara Sayeed graduated from Headstart
preschool for low-income children, she understood the value of
access to education and resources. Dilara’s family immigrated
from India in the 1970s. She is a product of the Chicago Public
Schools and the Muslim Community Center, one of the first
mosques in Chicago. Dilara believes the only way to be part of the
fabric of our great nation is to work and serve in our communities.
She is as an educator, community activist, and civic leader.
Dilara has served as a 5th and 8th grade teacher and
administrator for over a decade at public and faith-based schools,
a developer of innovative professional learning programs, and a
lecturer at Harvard, Benedictine, and Northwestern Universities.
She has advocated for our most vulnerable youth by working with
the Children’s Defense Fund to disrupt cradle to prison pipelines. Most recently, as Chief Education
Officer at The Golden Apple Foundation, Dilara led her team in developing hundreds of educators
to serve at schools-of-need across Illinois.
Dilara is Founder of vPeer.com, a tech start-up that makes mentoring accessible to professionals
across the globe to improve their practice and change their career trajectory. Taking her public
service to the next level, Dilara recently announced her candidacy for Illinois State Representative
of the 5th District. She believes it is time for all voices to be at the table to develop laws that protect
our American values of justice, equality, and diversity.
Dilara has been an active member of mosques and community service organizations. She was one
of the founders of the Mohammed Webb Foundation, a community organization at the forefront of
developing our American Muslim identity through faith and service.
Dilara has a doctorate from Harvard University and master’s degrees from Northwestern University
and the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. She and her husband, Dr. Yousuf Sayeed, live
in Chicago. They have raised three children who are the third generation of Sayeeds in this great
nation.

Dr. Ragab El-Rashidy
Dr. Ragab El-Rashidy is the founder and CEO of Genix, a
pharmaceutical research and development company focused on
challenging generic injectible products, with high unmet need and
orphan drug opportunities. Prior to Genix, Dr. Elrashidy founded
Pentech Pharmaceuticals, which was acquired by Perrigo in 2012.

2017 TOP MUSLIM ACHIEVERS

Dr. Dilara Sayeed

Dr. El-Rashidy has 20+ patents for inventions of several
pharmaceutical products and continues to combine his technical
knowledge with his deep international network to develop complex
products to help patients live their best lives. He raised $25 million to build various companies
over the last 25 years.
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Sh. Amin Al Ali of the Islamic Community Center of Illinois (ICCI) leads Eid Al-Adha prayers at the Eid Expo.

Uniting Muslims on a Single Platform
CIOGC supports its members by empowering their leadership and enhancing
members’ organizational capacity through workshops and seminars regarding subjects
such as strategic planning, fundraising, and government compliance. By empowering
our members, our aim is to empower our community.
• House of Representatives (HR) Meetings
• Eid Expo
• Seminars & Trainings
• Advocacy
• Top Muslim Achievers Program
“CIOGC fulfills the needs of the Muslim community that cannot be fulfilled by just one
organization. ” – Shahnawaz Khan, CIOGC Vice Chairman
7

Seminars & Trainings
With increased scrutiny of Muslim groups by
the Trump administration, CIOGC has held
free seminars for member organizations
regarding government compliance by their
institutions. CIOGC has also held seminars
on the Travel Ban to help educate the
Chicagoland Muslim community on how to
address the challenges it poses.
Eid Expo
CIOGC held an Eid Expo in 2017 for both
Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha. Both events
drew thousands of Muslims from across
Chicagoland, began with Eid prayers, and
continued with delectable foods, exciting
activities, and family fun.
Top Muslim Achievers Program
CIOGC recognizes top achievers of the
community every year as part of its Annual
CommUnity Dinner. Top Muslim Achievers
are individuals who have excelled in their
respective careers and fields of study and
achieved great success or have contributed
greatly to the well-being of American society.
Zakat Chicago
A committee of CIOGC, Zakat Chicago
offers local collection and local distribution
of Zakat to organizations and individuals.
All of the Zakat and Sadaqah collected is
distributed locally in the greater Chicagoland
area. People can also visit the Zakat
Chicago website to calculate Zakat and
find answers to questions regarding its
distribution.
														

MEMBERS & COMMUNITY

Bi-monthly HR Meetings
House of Representatives (HR) meetings
are held bimonthly with representatives from
each member organization. The meetings
provide a forum where Chicago’s Muslim
community leaders meet to discuss issues of
importance, collaborate on projects, provide
direction to CIOGC, and learn from one
another.
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CIOGC worked with Rep. Theresa Mah and Sen. Jacqueline Collins to sign the Religious Garb Bill into law.

Driving Change through Civic Engagement
Through advocacy and civic initiatives, such as civic engagement trainings, Illinois
Muslim Action Day (IMAD), and an annual legislative agenda, CIOGC works with state
lawmakers to influence and create positive change for Muslims and broader society.
• Advocacy
• Civic Engagement Trainings
• Illinois Muslim Action Day (IMAD)
• Religious Garb Bill (SB 1697)
“CIOGC has helped our members and the Muslim community address issues through
legislative activities and by keeping our members informed about what issues face them
and how they can address them.” – Aliya Husain, Civic Engagement Committee Chair
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Illinois Muslim Action Day (IMAD)
Every year since 2009, dozens of Muslim
community leaders representing districts
from across Chicagoland and Illinois
advance a legislative agenda as part of
Illinois Muslim Action Day (IMAD). In 2017,
the CIOGC legislative agenda included
bills to protect immigrants, ensure religious
freedom, combat hate crimes, and
maintain police accountability. Several bills
successfully passed through the Illinois
Senate while our members were present in
Springfiled, Illinois.
Civic Engagement Trainings
Effective advocacy requires training and
CIOGC provides training for its members.
Nearly 50 people attended the civic
engagement training CIOGC provided with
its partners DuPage United and United
Power for Action and Justice (UPAJ) at the
Mosque Foundation in Bridgeview, Illinois.
Social Justice Advocacy
CIOGC utilized a platform of press
conferences, rallies, and letter writing
to address the Muslim Ban, including
an educational event with Senator Dick
Durbin at Islamic Foundation in Villa
Park. In the past year, CIOGC also
rallied community members from across
Chicagoland to speak out about the crisis
in Syria, Al Aqsa Mosque restrictions, and
persecution of Rohingya Muslims.

														

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Religious Garb Bill (SB 1697)
Working with Representative Theresa Mah
and Senator Jacqueline Collins, CIOGC
actively campaigned to garner community
and interfaith support for the Religious
Garb Bill (SB1697). The bill was eventually
signed into law by Governor Rauner on
Friday, August 11.
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Faith leaders from CIOGC and the United Methodist Church break bread at the Muslim-Methodist dinner.

Nurturing Interfaith Partnerships
The CIOGC Interfaith Committee is dedicated to leveraging
for the benefit of our Muslim community and for American
society at large, a wealth of the Interfaith Committee’s
experiences, relationships, and resources across our
membership and with faith-based organizations in and
around Chicago. We are engaged in Interfaith partnerships,
dialogues, activities, advocacy, annual dinners and Iftars
with our friends from the Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist,
Jewish, and other faiths.

Kareem Irfan & Cardinal Cupich

“I am absolutely convinced our Council’s successful focus on nurturing improved
relationships with leadership and representatives of other faith communities is a raison
d’etre!” – Kareem Irfan, Interfaith Committee Chair
11

Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, the current head
of the Archdiocese of Chicago, continues
to build the long-lasting relationship
between Catholic and Muslim communities
of Chicago. In early 2017, Cardinal Cupich
issued a statement objecting to the Muslim
Ban and expressing support for Muslims.
Interfaith Advocacy
In February 2017, CIOGC helped lead
rallies across Chicagoland as part of a
“We Are All America” interfaith solidarity
campaign against the Muslim Ban. In
July, CIOGC partnered with Jewish and
Christian faith groups to urge for religious
freedom in the Holy Land, and more
particularly, the sacred Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem. In August, CIOGC joined faith
leaders representing various traditions in
downtown Chicago to express solidarity
with the people of Charlottesville, Virginia.
Annual Interfaith Dinners
CIOGC hosts and participates in annual
dinners with a variety of faith partners
including the United Methodist Church
– Northern Illinois Conference, Catholic
Archdiocese of Chicago, and the
Presbytery of Chicago. These gatherings
offer the Muslim community an opportunity
to learn about, and share with, other
faith groups while breaking bread, and
addressing topics related to advancing
social justice.

														

INTERFAITH RELATIONS

Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago
For nearly 20 years, CIOGC has nurtured
a special relationship with the Catholic
Archdiocese of Chicago. In 1997, Francis
Cardinal George, the Archdiocese of
Chicago, made a commitment with CIOGC
to establish and grow a friendship between
Chicagoland’s Catholic and Muslim
communities. Since then, each group has
come together for the annual CatholicMuslim iftar hosted by CIOGC during
Ramadan.
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CIOGC Senate Pages shadow Illinois State Senators to learn about the legislative process.

Empowering Young Muslim Leaders
CIOGC helps Muslim youth become better Muslims and American citizens by offering
opportunities to build leadership skills, become civically engaged, and be recognized
for their academic achievements. Youth programs include the Muslim Youth Expo,
Senate Page Program, MyChi Forums, Internship and Volunteer Program, and Muslim
Valedictorian recognition at CIOGC’s Annual CommUnity Dinner.
• Senate Page Program
• Muslim Youth Expo
• Muslim Valedictorians
“Being able to work in the shadow of a real Senator was eye opening as to how the
whole process works in Springfield of suggesting, debating, and finally passing a bill.”
- Isa Ranjha, Islamic Foundation School
13

Muslim Youth Expo
Young Muslims from across
Chicagoland journeyed to Moraine
Valley Community College on
September 23, 2017 for what was the
largest platform for Muslim youth in the
region to learn and share: CIOGC’s
3rd Annual Muslim Youth Expo. The
Expo welcomed youth representing the
various CIOGC member organizations,
schools, and youth groups. Activities
included panels on bullying, activism,
and Muslim women leaders in history,
as well as an arts competition, sistersonly fashion show, and a keynote
lecture by Ustadh Usama Canon.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP

Senate Page Program
Sixteen students from CIOGC member
schools, public schools, and universities
were selected to shadow Illinois
Senators in Springfield during Illinois
Muslim Action Day (IMAD). The Senate
Pages learned about the legislative
process firsthand as they joined
Senators during the legislative session
and sat in on meetings between Illinois
representatives and residents. They
exchanged ideas and discussed issues
of concern. This year, a number of
CIOGC Senate Pages were offered
internships with the State Senator they
shadowed.

Muslim Valedictorians
CIOGC recognizes the achievements
of Muslim valedictorians and promotes
the academic and extracurricular
achievements of area Muslim youth
across Chicagoland through its Muslim
Valedictorian program held during the
CIOGC Annual CommUnity Dinner.
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Dr. Bassam Osman addresses the Muslim Ban alongside partners during a CIOGC press conference.

Unifying Our Voice in Media
CIOGC aims at increasing visibility and awareness of CIOGC through a variety of
multimedia including The Chicago Crescent magazine, annual Yearbook, weekly
E-Newsletter, videos, the CIOGC website, and social media. CIOGC also leads press
conferences and actively works with media to publish accurate stories about Islam,
Muslims, and the Chicago Muslim community.
• Chicago Crescent
• E-Newsletter
• Website & Social Media
• Press Conferences
“CIOGC serves as an important platform for Chicagoland Muslims to unify their voice
around common issues of importance.” – Deanna Othman, CIOGC Board Member
15

Weekly E-Newsletter
CIOGC publishes a weekly
E-Newsletter with community news,
events, and announcements. The
E-Newsletter is also a valuable
resource for members to showcase
their work, and inspire others to share
and learn. CIOGC’s E-Newsletter is
a hub for the latest news and events
from and about the Chicagoland Muslim
community.
Official Website & Social Media
Through our official website and social
media platforms, CIOGC serves as
a hub for the Muslim community.
News, events, a community calendar,
directories of Islamic centers and
schools, Ramadan and Eid prayer
timings for our member organizations,
as well as a variety of resources are
available online.
Press Conferences
CIOGC provides a voice for the
Chicagoland Muslim community.
Through press conferences to address
a variety of important topics and issues
concerning the Muslim community. In
the past year, CIOGC has utilized press
conferences to challenge the “Muslim
Ban,” address the crisis in Syria, and to
raise awareness about the persecution
of
Rohingya Muslims in Burma.
														

MEDIA ADVOCACY

The Chicago Crescent
Since 2006, the Chicago Crescent
has remained a stalwart Muslim
community magazine that reports
on news, and offers informative and
educational articles, opinion pieces,
and announcements of events in and
around the greater Chicagoland Muslim
community. The Crescent can also be
accessed digitally at www.ciogc.org.
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Delivering THE MESSAGE of THE

QUR’AN to Everyone in America

BELIEVE IT - RECITE IT - UNDERSTAND IT - ACT UPON IT - CONVEY IT

Our Projects

The Premier Quran Distribution Project in the U.S.
Delivering Quran Translations to Households, Hotels,
Hospitals, Prisons & More...

Furqaan Academy

Publisher of Quran, dawah website and other
dawah material for non-Muslims

www.furqaanproject.org

www.bookofsigns.org

Furqaan Bookstore

Multi-State full-time Pre-K to High School Hifdh
& Islamic School. Also oﬀering after school, weekend,
And at home programs for public and home school
children in Quran, Arabic, and
Islamic Studies.

A mega Online Islamic Bookstore to Support
Our Dawah Project.

www.furqaanbookstore.org

furqaanacademy.org

Spanish Dawah

The Furqaan Project
Motorized Dawah
Street Dawah operation in the Philippines.

The premier dawah organization to reach
Spanish speaking people.

Facebook:
Furqaan Motorized Dawah

Libro De Signos
Fundacion
Publisher of Quran, dawah website and other dawah
materials for Spanish speaking non-Muslims.

www.spanishdawah.org

Furqaan Recycling
A service to properly dispose of Quran (Mus’haf)
or other material that contains names of Allah or Ayaat
from Quran.

www.furqaanrecycling.com

Furqaan Institute
Of Quranic Healing
To revive the neglected, misused & misunderstood
authentic sunnahs of Ruqyah (Spiritual/Quranic)
and Prophetic Medicines (Tibb-a-Nabawi)
for holistic healing within
the ummah.

www.librodesignos.org

A Dawah/Outreach location for south side of Chicago,
along with a Musallah for 5 times salah,
Jumm’ah & Quranic education.

Furqaan Maps
Furqaan Maps can be found at your local
Mosque or Muslim business

The Quran Conference

• Masaajid
• Islamic Centers
• Islamic Organizations
• Islamic Schools
• Sponsors

www.thequranconference.org

Publisher of Quran, books and materials for Muslims.

www.fiqe.org
Furqaan

www.figh.org

Annual Quran Conference to bring the masses
closer to the Quran.

Furqaan Institute
Of Quranic Education

Furqaan Dawah Center

The All Surface Orthopedic Prayer Mat

SM

Furqaan Sajda Mat

An orthopedic Salah mat product business to
support our dawah.

www.sajdamat.com

www.furqaanmaps.com

Our other
Websites:

Furqaan Studios

Follow Us on

The Media Production arm of Al-Furqaan Foundation.
Also provides design, print and production
services to other non-proﬁts.

www.furqaanstudios.com

al-furqaan foundation
furqaan academy

@alfurqaanfdtn
@furqaanacademyb

al-furqaan foundation

furqaanstudios

519 E Briarcliff Rd., Bolingbrook, IL 60440

(630) 914-5015

Scan me

www.sendaquran.com
www.orderaquran.com
www.furqaanarabic.org
www.islamicolastic.com
www.muslimeducationfund.org
www.haﬁdh.org

info@furqaan.org
www.al-furqaan.org

Designed by furqaanstudios.com

Book Of Signs
Foundation

Furqaan Project

The NEW Al Huda Sunday School

AL HUDA SUNDAY
SCHOOL

www.alhudasundayschool.org

School Calendar Year : 2017-2018

Hijri : 1437 – 1438

Al-Huda Academy
Full Time Middle School

Our Key Features:

• Excellence in education- Islamic
and secular.
• Hands-On interactive activitiesFun educational games,
presentations, science projects,
etc.
• Projectors in every classroom to
enhance daily lessons.
• High Standardized test scoresAbove 90 percentile.
• Class size controlled for one-onone learning.
• Qualified, licensed and caring
teachers.
• Reasonable and relatively low
fees and tuition.
• Before and after care provided.
• Smart boards available in every
classroom.
• Zabiha hot lunch every day.
• Online Scholastics reading
enrichment program.

• Specials- gym, art, computers,
library, Arabic language.
• State of the art building.
• Spacious classrooms.
• District aligned curriculum.
• Strong P.T.A

7455 Jensen Blvd. Hanover Park IL, 60133
Phone: 630.270.3130 ext. 202

amp_CIOGC_AD_2.pdf
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Educating our fellow Americans about
the just cause of Palestine,
one step at a time
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www.ampalestine.org

Aqsa School

OUR MISSION: To see every child excel academically and grow socially and spiritually

Aqsa School : Leaders & Achievers
 National Speech Champions
 State Science Fair Gold Medalists
 20 National Essay Award Finalists
 State History Fair Winners
 Thousands in Merit Scholarships

 Principal: Tammie Ismail,

Educational Excellence Awardee

 2 Staff Members:

Recognized by the Golden
Apple Foundation, 2016 & 2017

 AP scholars, Illinois State Scholars,

PSAT-NMSQT Scholars
 MIT Engineering Internship
 NASA Space Camp
 Women in Government

Internship

 IIT Engineering Scholars

All–Girls Education in Junior High and High School Produces Strong Muslim Scholars
& Independent, Accomplished Leaders with:
Rigorous Curriculum Including Honors and Advanced Placement Courses
Unique K-12 Swimming & ART classes
Alumni Attending the Top Tier Universities
Vast Extracurricular Offerings for All Grade Levels

Nurturing

and Intellectually Stimulating Learning Environment
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Years of Excellence
in Islamic Education

7361 W. 92nd Street, Bridgeview, IL 60455| (708)598‐2700 | www.aqsa.edu | info@aqsa.edu

9044 S. Octavia Ave.
Bridgeview, IL 60455
Phone: 708-599-2237
Fax: 708-599-8229
Public Benefits Assistance:











Elderly Services Assistance (ages 60+)

Medicaid – Medical Card
All Kids – Family Care
Food Stamps
TANF
ACA – Affordable healthcare (Obamacare)
Access to Care
WIC – Women, Infant & Children
Child Care Initiative - Application Assistance
CEDA / LIHEAP
Interpretation & Translation

Domestic Violence Intervention & Prevention:








Safety Planning
Order of Protection
Court Advocacy
Legal Assistance Referrals
Crisis Intervention
Crime Victims Compensation Assistance
Child Support

Annual Projects:











Individual Counseling
Family Counseling
Group Counseling
Mental Health Workshops

Benefits Check-Up Assessment
Home Maker Program
Medicaid ( Medical Card)
Medicare
Food Stamps ( SNAP / LINK)
License Plate Discounts / Free Ride Bus Pass
Aid to Aged, Blind, & Disabled
Medical Equipment & Nutritional Supplies
Elder Abuse
Information & Referrals
Congregate Meal.

Community Health & Education:







Youth Tutoring Program
Youth Mentorship Program
General Health Awareness Workshops
Breast, Colon, and Cervical Cancer
Menopause
Smoking

Community Development Program:

Back to School Drive
Holiday Drives
Food Drives
National Arab American Service Day – NAASD
Martin Luther King Services Day -- MLK

Mental Health: Counseling &
Therapy:




















Research and Development
AmeriCorps and VISTA Opportunities
Internship Opportunities
Volunteer Opportunities
Civic Engagement & Advocacy
School, Parent & Student Involvement

Cultural Trainings on Arab
Americans:





Hospitals
Schools
Social Service Organizations
Government Agencies

Immigration Services:




Citizenship Applications
ESL / CIVIC Classes
Fee Waiver Assistance

TheMostChallengingHighSchool
inIllinoisisgettingevenbetter
Did you know that the school ranked by The Washington Post as being the #1 most
challenging high school in all of Illinois is right here in your backyard? Masha'Allah,
Lombard-based CPSA has won this prestigious award every single year from 2013 to
2017. At CPSA, we aim high and don't settle for anything less than the best.

COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL OF AMERICA

Academic excellence in an Islamic environment • Established 1991

Every year, CPSA attracts students from all over the country - and sometimes from across the globe.
Do you know why? Because CPSA isn't just an Islamic alternative to your local public school, CPSA is
the premier educational center in all of Illinois and aims for success on a national level. Now,
construction has started on the CPSA expansion project, which will add a new building with more
classrooms, labs, and facilities, providing even more resources for our students as we expand over the
next few years, insha'Allah!

30
15
10

5
3

is the average score achieved by graduating CPSA seniors on the ACT standardized college
admissions exam, out of a 36 possible maximum. CPSA students have achieved an incredible
36/36, and the national average is only 21!
CPSA students compete in over 15 regional and national competitions across a wide variety of
subjects, achieving recognition at a state and national level. CPSA students take part in WYSE,
Math Counts, ICTM, ĲAS, Speech, Debate, Mock Trial, Model UN, Science & History fairs, and
more each year.
CPSA offers a minimum of 10 AP courses - which are college-level classes that can be used to
graduate college early - on a yearly basis. CPSA also offers a minimum of 10 honors-level
classes that challenge our students and boost their chances of getting into medical, engineering,
and law schools.
In addition to being The Washington Post's pick for the most challenging school in Illinois five
years in a row, CPSA is also the 5-time regional champion at the yearly MIST competition which
ranks Muslim students from all over North America against one another, competing in both
Islamic subjects such as Quran, Arabic, and Nasheed as well as sports and academics.
Each year for the past 15 years, CPSA has been blessed with 5+ NMSQT candidates and from 1 to
3 National Merit Scholars, a distinct honor given only to the best students in the country that
opens doors to the students' schools of choice and allow them to gain admission in guaranteed
medical and law school programs.

2018 admissions now open - seats are limited!
Call today: (630) 889-8000 or learn more online at WWW.CPSAONLINE.ORG

With Allah’s Name, The Merciful Benefactor, The Merciful Redeemer

THE EPHRAIM BAHAR CULTURAL CENTER
2525 WEST 71st STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60629
Phone: 773-476-8825

Fax: 773-476-8684

The Ephraim Bahar Cultural Center along with all its
congregants would like to congratulate the Council of
Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago for all the
hard work you do on behalf of the Muslim
communities in the United States and in the
Chicagoland area. May Allah continue to bless all the
good that you do.
Allah Says 3:110,

You are the best of peoples, evolved for
humanity, enjoining what is right, forbidding
what is wrong, and believing in Allah.
Imam Omar Abdul Karim
Executive Director of
The Ephraim Bahar Cultural Center
Email- baharinfo@ebaharcenter.com
(773)-476-8825
www.ebaharcenter.com

Some have
Not Gone to School
for Years

Education Support Program for
Syrian Refugee Children in Jordan:
Elementary / Middle /
High School / 4 Years University

We have opportunities to Bring the
Light of Education in their Lives...
FOLLOW US ON

www.hhrd.org
1-888-808-4357(HELP)

R

Education Support Program for Syrian Refugee Children in Jordan:

Elementary / Middle / High School

4 Years University

Sponsor a Child for School

I would like to sponsor $65 per child × 12 months for --------- # of Kid(s)

Sponsor a Youth for 4 Years University in Jordan

$12,000

or

I would like to sponsor $730 Per child x 1 Year for ------------- # of Kid(s)

or Sponsor a Youth for 1 Year University in Jordan

$3,000

Other Support Levels:

$100

or

48 Months

Any Other Amount: $

$365

$500

$1,000

$2,500

$5,000

$250 Per Month for 12 Months

Other Support Levels:

or

Any Other Amount: $
#

MCC Academy

Building Character and Developing Minds

• Founded in 1989
• 2 campuses in north suburbs
• Nearly 640 students
• Students score on average in the
88th percentile on standardized tests
• Culturally-diverse students and
staff from 20+ different countries
• 98% of lead teachers hold Illinoisstate teaching certifications
• 40% of staff have Master’s degrees
• 30+ after school clubs and activities
• 70% of graduates go on to become
honors students in high school
MCC Academy

8601 N. Menard St. Morton Grove, IL 60053
9301 Gross Point Rd. Skokie, IL 60076
p: 847-470-8801 e: info@mccacademy.org
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Medical & surgical
Missions

1+

MILLION people benefited
from Humanitarian Relief

Thanks to all Our 2016-2017 volunteers

2

30

HOSPITALS
CONSTRUCTED

8

EMERGENcy Medical
response teams

2+

MILLION Patients
treated

Follow us:

Thanks to all our partners around the world

3

ISLAMIC FOUNDATION MASJID:

Islamic Foundation Sunday School (IFSS)
Muslim Leadership Academy (MLA)
Sunday school classes for children with special needs
Accessibility for all in collaboration with MUHSEN
Women’s and Social Affairs’ Committee
Annual Bazaars and Foundation Fair
Classes for our over 50 senior community members
Weekly halaqas
Sunnah Sports for youth
“Real Talk” youth sessions on Friday evenings
Interfaith programs
Community outreach with DuPage United
Government outreach programs
Free medical screenings
Book Club
Monthly lecture series on current topics and concerns
Food distribution and Turkey Drives
Daily prayers and YouTube streams of Friday & Eid Khutbahs
Hifz Ul Qur’an study program: part time/full time

ISLAMIC FOUNDATION FULL-TIME SCHOOL (IFS):
www.ifsvp.org

Fully accredited by NCA and Illinois Board of Education
Pre-K through 12th grade
Qualified, certified staff with master’s and doctorate degrees
Model United Nations program
Over 15 Advanced Placement college courses
Premier facility with three levels
State-of-the-art science labs
IHSA full-court gym
Fitness rooms
Brand-new cafeteria
Technologically advanced classrooms
HDTVs, Internet, projectors
iMac computers, over 100 security cameras
Certified security guard on premise during school hours
Sacred Link co-curricular Hifz program for boys and girls

Islamic Foundation

www.islamicfoundation.org
300 West Highridge Road
Villa Park, IL 60181
p: 630-941-8800
f: 630-941-8804

Our Mission

Provide a community environment for families to come together with a sharedinterest to pray, learn, help and
serve ‐ where our youth can cultivate God consciousness, develop good habits, become law abiding citizens and
contributing members of the society.Offers many programs and service

*Established in 1984 *Acquired it first premises in 1986 *Moved to its present location in 2005
* Serves the northwest suburbs of Chicago * Has a current membership base of 300 Families
*Offers many programs and services

Islamic Society of Northwest Suburbs

3950 Industrial Drive, Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

Phone: 847-253-6400 • www.isns.org
secretary@isns.org

* Daily five Prayers * Two Jumaa Prayers * Ramadan Services
*Al-Ihsan Sunday School * Evening Hifdh School * Evening Daily
Quran teaching * Youth FNL * Lectures & Programs for Adult,
Women * Outreach & Interfaith activites * Banquet Hall for Rent * *
Zakat Collection & Distribution
* Awesome Biryani & Chai every Friday after Jumma *

8950 S Stony Island Ave, Chicago, IL 60617
773.359.4730 | www. mafchicago.com
contactus@mafchicago.com

Young Muslims
New Muslim
Transitional Housing
Program

Masjid Al Farooq serves the
Southeast Side of Chicago.
Muslims who value family and
community come to fellowship
and worship The Almighty
Creator. Our inner-city
community center provides
many programs that help
shape the condition of our
surrounding neighborhoods.
These programs cannot exist
without the help of Allah, our
many donors, and the support
of CIOGC, which continues to
be a beacon of light to so many
Muslims in Chicago and
beyond.
Jazakum Allah Khairan,

Imam Ousmane Drame

Hifz Program
After School Program
Weekend School
Janazah Fund
and more…!

Zakat Fund

20,000 EXPECTED ATTENDEES • WIDELY SOUGHT-AFTER NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS • 375 BOOTH-BAZAAR • INTENSIVE
SKILL-BUILDING WORKSHOPS • GROUNDBREAKING SESSIONS ON DIVERSE TOPICS • TALENT SHOW • QUR'AN COMPETITION •
INTERFAITH SYMPOSIUM • ACADEMIC CONFERENCE • DESIGNATED CONFERENCE FOR THE YOUTH • BABYSITTING, DAYCARE, AND KIDS
PROGRAMS • MUHSEN SERVICES • MATRIMONIAL BANQUET • LEGAL CONSULTATION • FUNVILLE KIDS CARNIVAL • AND MUCH MORE!

TO REGISTER call: 877.627.1060 or visit: masconvention.org
Untitled-1 1

follow us on social media:
8/28/17 9:32 PM

8211 S Exchange Ave, Chicago, IL 60617

Connect with us at facebook.com/MasjidAlTaqwaChicago

Imam Tariq El-Amin and the believers of Masjid
Al-Taqwa congratulate CIOGC on 25 years of
service to the community.

Enriching the mind and spirit.

MASJID • SUNDAY SCHOOL • QURAN INSTITUTE • PROGRAMS FOR EVERYONE

The Mecca Center is an organization that believes in a comprehensive and
inclusive understanding of Islam based on the noble principles outlined in the
Quran and exemplified in the Sunnah. It seeks to establish, guide and serve the
Muslim community as an integral part of society at large. It will design programs
to develop the spirit, mind and and a sense of civic responsibility.
16W560 91st St, Willowbrook, Illinois 60527
(630) 241-2000
info@meccacenter.org

Mecca Center - 2017 CIOGC Member Page.indd 1

meccacenter.org
fb.com/meccacenterorg
twitter.com/themeccacenter

10/24/17 2:53 PM

at 6:00pm

Hired a public

Built O

Public
Relations

Lau

Musli

Helping Burma

Resource
Development

© Sound Vision

Monitoring 2,

SV story poster in 3 pages for San Diego.indd 5

Media

Assis

Cr

Adam

The Daily Rad

Hired a public relations firm to help the community

Built One America Coalition

Launched anti-ISIS billboards

MuslimFest supported by Canadian PM

Helping Burma Muslims through Burma Task Force

rce
ment

ISIS_Sucks 2x5 feet.indd 1

9/1/16 11:34 AM

Crisis
Text Line

Text SALAM to 741741
Free • 24/7 • Confidential

Creative
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

A Masjid/Community Guide

A Manual for Masjids, Community & Youth Leaders

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
CENTER

Monitoring 2,000 TV channels & responding

28 Ways
To Empower Muslims

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
CENTER

A Masjid Guide for
Media Relations

Assisted 550 journalists

Creating an alternative media

Adam’s World & other productions

The Daily Radio Islam live show at WCEV 1450 AM

10/26/17 3:16 PM

S C N

SERVE

SyrianCommunityNetwork

CONNECT

The Syrian Community Network (SCN) was established by
a diverse team of community members with intentions to aid
and to assist in easing the resettlement of Syrian refugees.
SCN is prepared and organized to support the anticipated
influx of Syrian refugees scheduled for resettlement in the
Chicagoland area.
The Syrian Community Network, a non-for-profit, refugee
support organization provides services include help with adjustment for newly resettled refugees, assistance in finding
English as Second Language (ESL) classes, help in securing employment, case management, creating a welcoming
atmosphere connecting refugees to the larger community.

EMPOWER

ADVOCACY

The support has intensified since January of 2015, where
SCN already begun supporting these families in Chicago
with services and mentorship to ease their transition into life
in the United States.

SCN members were very active with advocacy efforts working with partner organizations at the local, state and national
level including MoveOn.org, the Syrian American Medical Society, Refugee Council USA, Bureau of Refugee & Immigrant
Services Illinois Department of Human Services, and the Illinois
Coalition of Immigrant & Refugee Rights (ICIRR). In addition to
partnering with main refugee resettlement agencies in Chicago
to join their efforts in providing much needed support for the
Syrian refugees.

RECOGNITIONS

OUR PARTNERS

SCN was recognized by the UNHCR, Senator Richard
Durbin, Congresswoman Jane Schakowsky, Chicago City
Council, Refugee Council USA, Chicago Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and many other refugee resettlement support
agencies.

SCN is also partnering with resettlement organizations in Chicago, conducting workshops to educate resettlement case
workers about Syrian culture, and educating various interested
Syrian groups across the United States on the importance of organizing and supporting refugees as they resettle in their cities.

OUR DONORS

SCN works and coordinates with Catholic Charities, World Relief, RefugeeOne, Heartland Alliance, Unitarian Church, First
Presbytery Church to provide direct assistance for resettled
Syrian refugees in the greater Chicago area.

SUPPORT

SCN received donations from MacArthur Foundation, United Way, First United Church of Oak Park, Unitarian Church
of Hyde Park, Razoo Foundation, Former Illinois Refugee
Coordinator Dr. Ed Silverman, Northern Trust Charitable
Giving Program at the Chicago Community Foundation, and
as well as numerous community members.

SERVICE . CONNECT . EMPOWER

DONATE TO THE SYRIAN COMMUNITY NETWORK TO HELP SYRIAN REFUGEES
@SCN_Network

SyrianCommunityNetwork

SyrianCommunityNetwork.org

SyrianCommunityNetwork

5439 N. Broadway Unit 1, Chicago, IL 60640 - TEL: 872-806-0141 - FAX: 773-754-7099

info@SyrianCommunityNetwork.org

OUR PROGRAMS
ZAKAT

SADAQA/ SADAQA JARIYAH
EMERGENCY RELIEF
SEASONAL PROGRAMS
AQEEQAH

DEVELOPMENT
• HEALTHCARE
• EDUCATION
• VOCATIONAL TRAINING
• FOOD AND WATER
SECURITY

RAMADAN AND UDHIYA/QURBANI
SERVICES
ORPHANS & VULNERABLE
CHILDREN SPONSORSHIP
SOCIAL SERVICES FOR
U.S. COMMUNITIES

THROUGH GENEROUS DONORS LIKE YOU,

ZAKAT FOUNDATION OF AMERICA
WAS ABLE TO BRING

SMILES

TO THEIR FACES

DONATE TODAY
1.888.ZAKAT.US | ZAKAT.ORG

(925.2887)

F o r m o re i n f o r m a t i o n , e m a i l u s a t i n f o @ z a k a t . o rg

Zakat Foundation of America is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization.
Donations are U.S. tax exempt.

ADVERTISEMENT

Announcements • Banners • Booklets • Business Cards • Postcards • Flyers • Calendars • Catalogs
Doorhangers • EDDM • Envelopes • Event Tickets • Greeting Cards • Large Posters • Letterheads
Magnets • NCR Forms • Notepads • Packaging • Plastic Cards • Sell Sheets

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

A diverse,
caring

community
We are committed to giving our students — who come to
Benedictine from diverse backgrounds, religions and
beliefs — opportunities to grow academically, personally
and spiritually.
“The things I learn from my peers — about their culture,
about their faith — are part of my education. That’s
the best thing about Benedictine University.”
Hina Mujadad, C14, B.S. Biology, graduate student in
Public Health, Glendale Heights

5700 College Rd. • Lisle, IL 60532
(630) 829-6300 • ben.edu

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

No matter where you are in life –

Let the Iman Fund help.

Are your investments Halal?
Call Mohamad Nasir for a
complete review of your
investment portfolio and its
Shariah compliance.

Iman Fund is currently offered on the following platforms among others.

Some of our products include:
401k Rollover
IRA (Roth & Traditional)
Coverdell Educational
Regular Accounts
Simple & Sep IRAs

www.ImanFund.com | 877-417-6161
You should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the fund carefully before investing. For a free copy of the fund’s summary or statutory prospectus, which contains this and other information, visit our website at www.imanfund.com or call 877-417-6161.
You should read the prospectus carefully before you invest.
Mutual Fund investing involves risk. Principal loss is possible.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Building strong

Financial

roots

Trust. Transparency. Confidence.

At Galaria Capital Management, LLC. those three words are
at the heart and soul of every interaction and transaction we
make. Because at the end of the day, our goal is to build and
nurture the trust our clients have in the financial confidence
we strive to provide. Armed with over two decades of
experience, we strive to educate our clients and tailor unique
investment plans to their financial situation and goals.

Our services:

Investment Planning
• Active Portfolio Management
• Retirement Planning
• Financial Planning & Education
• Asset Allocation Analysis
Small Business Retirement Plans
• Design, Implementation & Management
• 401(k) Plans, SEP IRA, SIMPLE IRA,
Defined Contribution Plans and more

Ibrahim Galaria MD, ChFC, C(k)P, CRPS, AAMS, PPC
Alzena Saleem CFP®, CRPS
Registered Investment Advisors

1453 Radcliff Lane, Aurora, IL 60502
Phone: 800.957.1079
Email: Galaria@galariacapital.com
Website: www.galariacapital.com

Congratulations CIOGC on 25 years!
********************

GIVE THE GIFT OF SUJUD ~ SPONSOR A MASJID PACKAGE

NAMA LLC
Made in USA~Patent Pending
Phone: (630) 605-7170
Email: sales@salatbuddy.com
www.salatbuddy.com

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Since 1992, the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago (CIOGC) has served as the
unifying federation of Chicagoland’s large and diverse Muslim community.
CIOGC depends on community support in order to drive its work in five main areas: Member
Services, Civic Engagement, Interfaith Relations, Youth Leadership, and Media.
To donate to CIOGC, call 312-506-0070 or easily and safely donate online at www.ciogc.org.
You can also mail your donation in the form of a check made payable to:
CIOGC
231 S. State Street
Suite 300
Chicago, Illinois 60604
All donations are tax-deductible and Zakat-eligible. Thank you for your continued support.

Local Collection. Local Distribution.
Q: Who is responsible for helping the needy Muslims of Chicago?
A: The Muslims of Chicago.
For over 10 years, Zakat Chicago has helped needy Muslims in our community.
Zakat Chicago provides funding to local Muslim food pantries, weekend schools
in low income areas and directly to the needy through local mosques.
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said to Mu’adh (R): “… inform them that Allah has enjoined on them the zakat. And it
is to be taken from the rich amongst them and given to the poor amongst them.” (Bukhari: 2.24.537)
Please visit ZakatChicago.com to use an online zakat calculator, get answers to FAQs, and to see a
list of supported projects. You can pay your zakat online or by mail.
Zakat Chicago, 231 S. State St., #300, Chicago, IL 60604
ZC-AD-8.5X5.5-2015.indd 1
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Our Proud 2017 Sponsors
PLATINUM
Mosque Foundation
GOLD
Downtown Islamic Center
Islamic Center of Naperville
Muslim Community Center
Zakat Foundation of America
SILVER
Islamic Foundation North
BRONZE
Benedictine University
The Mecca Center
PILLAR
Alwan Printing
Audio Visual Computer Specialists
Elite Decor
Iman Fund
Orland Park Prayer Center
Shalimar Banquets

Uniting Chicagoland Muslims Since 1992

